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So  larpe  were  the  profits  of  the  business,  how-  ' 
ever,  that  a  margin  could  he  allowcl  for  hrihery 
of  officials,  and  restrictions  and  prohibitions  alike 
soon  became  almost  dead  letters.  Vessels  were 
known,  in  ISfjO  and  1857,  to  kidnap  full  cargoes 
within  sight  of  Macao.  Owners  of  vessels  from 
American  ports  would  enter  into  contracts  with 
parties  in  the  West  Indies  or  South  America  to  I 
transport  Coolies  at  from  fifty  to  eighty  dollars 
a  head,  freighting  the  ships  often  for  some  other 
than  a  Chinese  port,  but  eventually  arriving  at 
Macao  or  Hong  Kong,  fitted  and  ready  for  the 
trade. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  trade  in  1857, 
when  the  ship  Nonraij,  of  nearly  3000  tons, 
sailed  from  New  York  loaded  with  coal  for  the 
United  States  naval  squfidron  in  the  China  seas. 
It  would  be  little  to  the  })urpose  of  the  narrative 
to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  outward 
voyage,  the  waiting  at  Hong  Kong,  the  trans- 
portation of  laborers  from  China  to  the  Austra- 
lian mines,  or  describe  the  thousand  incidents 
of  a  long  stay  in  a  Chinese  ))ort.  Enough  to 
say  that  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  year  elapsed 
ere  our  human  cargo  was  ready.  During  the 
latter  part  of  this  time  extensive  preparations 
were  made  to  receive  them. 

Down  the  whole  length  of  both  lower  decks 
were  built  tier  on  tier  of  berths,  or  rather  shelves 
— for  they  were  without  sides  or  dividing  parti- 
tions. Large  quantities  of  beef,  pork,  rice,  etc., 
were  stowed  away.  Hundreds  of  water-casks 
filled  the  holds,  and  on  the  uj)pcr  or  spar  deck  ; 
were  erected  galleys  for  cooking.  Over  every 
hatchway  save  one  were  set  iron  gratings  to  pre- 
vent too  free  access  from  below  to  the  upper 
deck ;   that  one,   the  main  and  nearly  central 


the  covering  of  these  hatches  was  afterward  or*v 
vital  importance  to  us,  a  word  of  description  will 
be  necessary.  The  gratings  were  made  of  bars 
of  iron,  arched  in  the  centre,  and  iiaving  a  cir- 
cular opening  of  eight  or  nine  inches  diameter 
at  the  summit  of  the  arch.  The  housing  was 
merely  the  continuation  of  the  ordinary  one  in 
which  were  the  galleys,  the  door  of  it  opening 
outward.  In  addition  to  these  preparations  on 
the  spar  deck  a  barricade  was  built,  running 
athwart  ship,  from  rail  to  rail,  a  short  distance 
in  front  of  the  caj)tain's  cabin,  twelve  feet  wide, 
ten  feet  high,  and  arranged  so  that  a  guard  of 
armed  men  could,  from  their  station  on  top,  com- 
mand the  whole  deck,  while  within  it  were  ac- 
commodations for  their  sleeping.  When  all 
was  ready  we  sailed  for  Macao,  from  the  vicini- 
ty of  which  port  the  cargo  was  to  be  received. 

Thousands  had  been  collected  from  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  under  ever}' pretext,  and 
crowded  into  barracoons,  amidst  not  less  fearful 
horrors  than  characterize  those  of  the  slave  dis- 
tricts of  Africa.  Many  had  been  induced  to 
leave  their  homes  under  the  most  cruel  misrep- 
resentations, and  once  at  the  barracoons,  cowed 
by  the  lash  or  torture,  were  taught  to  rei)ly  as 
their  masters  commanded  to  the  questions  of 
Government  officials  who,  at  long  intervals,  came 
to  inspect  them.  These  barracoons  are  termed 
Chti-tze-hran^  "  Pig-Pens" — and  from  their  usual 
filthy  condition  well  deserve  the  name.  Many 
Coolies  died  of  diseases  incident  to  such  con- 
finement, and  suicides  among  them  were  not  un- 
common. 

We  lay  off  shore  several  miles,  and  it  was 
therefore  necessary  to  bring  the  Coolies  to  the 
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ship  in  boats.  These 
boats  are  termed  sam- 
pans, and  are  capable 
of  carrying  from  thirty 
to  one  hundred  men 
besides  the  rowers.  A 
woman  usually  sits  in 
the  stern  to  steer,  and 
sometimes  to  scull  the 
boat,  while  the  rowers, 
unlike  our  own,  stand 
on  planks  projected 
over  the  side. 

The  Coolies  mount- 
ed the  side  one  after 
another,  most  of  them 
naked  to  the  waist, 
wearing  only  the  loose 
Coolie  trowsers  and 
broad-brimmed  straw- 
hat.    Slung  at  the  belt 

were  a  pouch  and  purse,  and  a  little  case  for  the 
chop-sticks.  A  few  were  in  good  h  umor,  but  most 
were  sullen  or  desponding.  They  were  tallied 
over  the  gangway  like  so  many  bales  of  cotton, 
mustered  in  rows  upon  the  deck,  and  their  bag- 
gage and  persons  searched  for  o))ium  or  wea])ons. 
When  all  were  on  board  a  Government  official  j 
came  ostensibly  to  see  that  none  were  unwilling 
emigrants.  A  public  announcement  was  made 
that  any  one  who  was  on  board  against  his  will 
should  step  forward.      Only  one  had  the  liardi-  | 


A   SAM  TAN. 


hood  to  do  so,  they  knowing  full  well  tlic  im- 
probability of  getting  nearer  their  homes  than 
the  dreaded  barracoon.    The  man  wjio  came  for- 
ward was  immediately  set  ash(»ro,  and  as  the 
wind  promised  fair  all  hands  of  the  crew  were 
turned  to  getting  ready  for  sea.      The  whole 
number  of  Coolies  received  was  one  thousand 
and  thirty-seven,  and  each  was  stowed  away  as 
rajtidly  as  the  confusion  and  bustle  incident  to 
such  a  barbarous  gathering  would  admit.      The 
embarkation  consumed  tlie  greater  j)art  of  two 
days.    Besides  the  Cool- 
ies   there    were    several 
lady  passengers  ami  chil- 
dren returning  by  way  of 
Cuba  to  their  homes  in 
the  United  States.    They 
occupied    a    part   of  tlic 
cabin    protected    by    tin 
barricade. 

It  was  evening  ere  the 
anchors  were  weighed, 
the  sails  loosed,  and  the 
ship  under  way,  vet  ev- 
ery one  worked  with  en- 
ergetic zeal,  stinuilatcd 
by  the  prospect  of  return- 
ing home,  and  none  but 
those  who  have  been  Ion/; 
separated  from  home  and 
friends  can  apjireciate  thtj 
exhilarant  feeling  that 
fills  the  breast  of  a  sailor 
as  the  ship  flies  along  on 
her  homeward  voyage. 
There  were  two  inter- 
preters on  board,  wh<. 
had  come  from  Havana, 
whose  experience  in  the 
trade  had  been  as  varied 
as  extensive.  They  were 
a  sort  of  half  Chinaman 
half  Portuguese,  and  were 
in  nowise  friendly  to  the 
mass  of  Coolies  on  board. 
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Warned  by  their  representation  of  the  treacher- 
ous nature  of  our  barbarous  freight  guards  were 
stationed  at  all  necessary  points,  a  police  force 
appointed,  and  indeed  every  precaution  taken 
to  subdue  any  disaffection  that  might  arise.  The 
necessity  for  such  precaution  may  be  appreciated 
if  the  comi)aratively  small  number  of  our  crew 
(sixty,  all  told)  be  considered.  The  barbarians, 
moreover,  were  constantly  quarreling,  and  with- 
in the  very  first  twenty-four  hours  several  were 
brought  up  and  flogged  after  the  old  approved 
navy  style.  One  or  two  suicides  occurred,  and 
one  man  was  found  strangled,  whether  by  his 
own  hand  or  by  some  of  his  companions  was 
never  ascertained. 

A  word  or  two  regarding  the  way  in  which 
these  Coolies  passed  their  time  and  deported 
themselves  generally  may  not  be  uninteresting. 
They  were  not  usually  unclean  in  their  habits, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  were  fond  of  dabbling  in 
water  like  children,  and  some  of  them  wore 
around  their  necks  pieces  of  muslin  to  use  as 
towels.  Many  had  tooth-brushes,  and  little 
pieces  of  bone  used  for  scraping  the  tongue — a 
habit,  strangely  enough,  which  they  religiously 
observed.  They  had  but  two  meals  daily,  prin- 
cipally of  rice  and  salt  fish,  with,  at  noon,  or 
about  eleven  o'clock,  a  bowl  of  tea.  Their  rice 
was  boiled  at  the  galleys  on  deck  in  baskets,  and 
the  whole  number  of  Coolies  being  divided  into 
messes,  the  portion  for  each  was  served  and 
carried  below  in  other  baskets.  They  then  sat 
around  on  tlie  deck,  and,  helping  themselves  each 
to  a  quantity  in  a  small  china  bowl,  fell  to  a  rapid 


demolition  of  the  contents  with  their  chopsticks. 
Much  of  their  time  was  spent  in  gambling,  al- 
most always  with  dominoes,  and  when  not  en- 
gaged at  this  they  were  either  quarreling  or 
playing  on  musical  instruments,  of  which  they 
had  a  great  number.  Their  barbarous  music 
would  hardly  strike  the  ear  of  an  American  vir- 
tuoso as  melodious.  It  was  a  most  ingeniously 
discordant  variation,  from  the  tum-tum-ti-tilly 
of  a  one-string  violin  to  the  hoarse  uproar  pro- 
duced by  enormous  clarionets  without  keys, 
flutes  six  feet  long,  cymbals,  gongs,  drums,  and 
marine  trumpets.  Occasionally,  but  more  par- 
ticularly toward  the  end  of  a  voyage,  they  will 
attempt  a  rough  sort  of  theatricals  to  while  away 
the  monotonous  hours,  yet  in  point  of  scenery  or 
incident  the  most  absurd. 

But  to  proceed  to  our  departure  from  Macao  : 
The  Coolies  were  allowed  perfect  freedom,  in 
limited  numbers,  on  the  forward  part  of  the  up- 
per deck,  and  their  food  carefully  prepared  and 
served.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  providential  mis- 
chance on  the  evening  of  the  third  day  out  the 
terrific  incidents  that  followed  would  have  come 
upon  us  totally  unprepared.  A  not  unusual 
quarrel  had  occurred  on  the  lower  deck,  the 
shouting  and  altercation  soon  running  to  blows. 
The  police,  some  of  whom  it  may  be  remarked 
were  Coolies,  were  quickly  on  the  spot,  and 
after  great  difficulty  succeeded  in  quelling  the 
riot ;  not,  however,  in  time  to  prevent  one  man 
being  cut  down  with  a  cleaver.  This  man,  quite 
seriously  wounded,  together  with  four  of  the 
principal  rioters,  were  brought  up,  and  the  latter 
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chained  by  the  wrist  to  the  combings  of  the  aft- 
er-hatch. The  former,  immediately  upon  being 
alone  with  the  sm\c;eon  and  interpreter,  asked 
for  the  captain,  and  in  the  heat  of  passion  and 
revenge  laid  out  the  details  of  a  plot  the  most 
cold-blooded  and  inhuman. 

The  leaders  were  desperadoes  who  had  vol- 
untarily come  to  the  barracoons,  having  studied 
the  plot  for  weeks ;  and  ere  they  had  been  on 
board  an  hour  were  at  work,  urging,  with  every 
plea  of  cupidity  or  revenge,  the  rising  en  masse, 
murdering  every  man  who  opposed,  seizing  the 
ship  and  cruising  as  they  chose.  The  exact 
object  of  the  seizure  was  not  clear,  but  the  plan 
was  simply  this :  The  temporary  berths  were 
to  be  torn  down  to  furnish  clubs  and  materials 
for  building  a  fire  under  the  foremost  hatch.  A 
large  number  was  to  be  ready,  when  the  flames 
should  rise  and  the  crew  run  forward  to  extin- 
guish it,  to  rush  up  the  main-hatchway,  massa- 
cre every  man  as  he  came  in  their  way,  and 
thus  gain  possession.  They  had  chosen  their 
captain,  navigator,  and  other  officers,  and  it 
was  concerning  this  choice  that  altercation  had 
arisen.  The  opinions  about  the  truth  of  this 
statement  were  various — the  captain  ridiculing 
the  idea  as  absurd,  but  the  two  interpreters 
joining  in  their  belief  that  it  was  true,  and  om- 
inously shaking  their  heads  at  the  captain's  dis- 
belief. 

For  two  days  the  matter  rested,  nothing  far- 
ther being  heard  concerning  the  mutiny.  The 
ship  was  bowling  along  finely  before  a  nine-knot 
breeze  toward  midnight  of  the  third  day,  the 


moon  shining  beautifully,  and  all  quiet  save  the 
rippling  of  tiie  water  under  our  bows,  and  the  reg- 
ular tread  of  the  sentry  at  his  ])0st.  We  were 
cx}>ectin^^  to  make  the  laud  at  Angier  Point  about 
daylight.  Suddenly  a  bright  gleam  of  flame  shot 
up  from  the  forecastle,  and  a  yell  like  that  of 
ten  thousand  demons  burst  on  the  still  night. 
It  needed  no  farther  alarm  to  arouse  every  body 
from  sleep.  Every  man  was  up  and  at  his  post 
as  the  fearful  conviction  of  his  imminent  danger 
presented  itself.  The  door  of  the  main  hatch, 
the  only  means  of  egress,  was  instantly  locked ; 
every  blunderbuss,  cutlass,  and  pistol  passed 
out  by  the  stewardess,  who,  with  great  presence 
of  mind,  had  run  to  the  arm  chests ;  the  ship 
put  about,  and  the  pumps  manned  in  less  time 
than  it  takes  to  describe  it. 

Knowing  that  a  crowd  was  collected  under 
and  on  the  ladder,  the  top  of  the  main  housing 
was  broken  in  in  order  to  dislodge  them ;  but, 
meanwhile,  several  of  the  foremost  rioters  were 
striving  to  force  the  door  with  cleavers  stolen  from 
the  cooks,  and  had  partially  succeeded  in  prying 
it  open  against  a  dozen  men  who  were  endeav- 
oring to  fasten  a  spar  across  outside.  In  spite 
of  the  utmost  exertion  the  door  yielded  far 
enough  to  allow  an  arm  to  be  thrust  through 
and  a  blow  struck,  wounding  an  officer.  Quick 
as  thought  the  muzzle  of  a  pistol  was  against 
his  breast,  and  with  its  explosion  the  Coolie 
reeled  backward,  carrying  with  him  all  on  the 
ladder,  and  allowing  the  door  to  be  eflcctually 
closed. 

Then  commenced  a  scene  the  most  terrific 
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AN  AEM 
BOSE  UP  FROM  OUT  THE  BOSOM  OF  TUi:  LAKE, 
HOLDING  THE  SWORD. 


OO  all  day  long  the  noise  of  battle  roll'd 
*^  Among  the  mountains  by  the  ■winter  sea; 
Until  King  Arthur's  table,  man  by  man, 
Had  fall'n  in  Lyonness  about  their  Lord, 
King  Arthur :  then,  because  his  wound  was  deep, 
The  bold  Sir  Bedivere  uplifted  him, 
Sir  Bedivere,  the  last  of  all  his  knights, 
And  bore  him  to  a  chapel  nigh  the  field, 
A  broken  chancel  with  a  broken  cross. 
That  stood  on  a  dark  strait  of  barren  land. 
On  one  side  lay  the  Ocean,  and  on  one 
Lay  a  great  water,  and  the  moon  was  full. 
Then  spake  King  Arthur  to  Sir  Bedivere : 
"The  sequel  of  to-day  unsolders  all 
The  goodliest  fellowsliip  of  famous  knights 
Whereof  this  world  holds  record.     Such  a  sleep 


They  sleep — the  men  I  loved.     I  think  that  we 
Shall  never  more,  at  any  future  time, 
Delight  our  souls  with  talk  of  knightly  deeds, 
Walking  about  the  gardens  and  the  halls 
Of  Camelot,  as  in  the  days  that  were. 
I  perish  by  this  people  which  I  made, — 
Tho'  Merlin  sware  that  I  should  come  again 
To  rule  once  more — but  let  what  will  be,  be, 
I  am  so  deeply  smitten  thro'  the  helm 
That  without  help  I  cannot  last  till  mom. 
Thou  therefore  take  my  brand  Excalibur, 
Which  was  my  pride :  for  thou  rememberest  how 
In  those  old  days,  one  summer  noon,  an  arm 
Rose  up  from  out  the  bosom  of  the  lake, 
Clothed  in  white  samite,  mystic,  wonderful, 
Holding  the  sword— and  how  I  row'd  across 
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And  took  it,  and  have  worn  it,  like  a  king: 
And,  wheresoever  I  am  sung  or  told 
In  aftertime,  this  also  shall  be  known: 
But  now  delay  not :  take  Excalibur, 
And  fling  him  far  into  the  middle  mere : 
Watch  what  thou  seest,  and  lightly  bring  me  word." 

To  him  replied  the  bold  Sir  Bedivere: 
"It  is  not  meet,  Sir  King,  to  leave  thee  thus, 
Aidless,  alone,  and  smitten  thro'  the  helm. 
A  little  thing  may  harm  a  wounded  man. 
Yet  I  tbv  hest  will  all  perform  at  full. 


Surely  a  precious  thing,  one  worthy  note, 
Should  thus  be  lost  for  ever  from  the  earth, 
Which  might  have  pleased  the  eyes  of  many  men. 
What  good  should  follow  this,  if  this  were  done  ? 
What  harm,  undone?  deep  harm  to  disobey, 
Seeing  obedience  is  the  bond  of  rule. 
Were  it  well  to  obey  then,  if  a  king  demand 
An  act  unprofital  le,  against  himself.' 
The  King  is  sick,  and  knows  not  what  he  doe^. 
i  What  record,  or  what  relic  of  my  lord 
Should  be  to  aftertime,  but  empty  breath 


Watch  what  I  see,  and  lightly  bring  thee  word."  ,  And  rumours  of  a  doubt?  but  were  this  krpt, 
So  saying,  from  the  ruin'd  shrine  he  stept  !  Stored  in  some  treasure-house  of  mighty  kings, 

And  in  the  moon  athwart  the  place  of  touibs. 


Where  lay  the  mighty  bones  of  ancient  men, 
Old  knights,  and  over  them  the  sea-wind  sang 
Shrill,  chill,  with  flakes  of  foam.      He,  stepping 

down 
By  zig-zag  paths,  and  juts  of  pointed  rock. 
Came  on  the  shining  levels  of  the  lake. 

There  drew  he  forth  the  brand  Excalibur, 
And  o'er  him,  drawing  it,  the  winter  moon, 
Brightening  the  skirts  of  a  long  cloud,  ran  forth 
And  sparkled  keen  with  frost  against  the  hilt : 
For  all  the  haft  twinkled  with  diamond  sparks, 
Myriads  of  topaz-lights,  and  jacinth-work 
Of  subtlest  jewellery.     He  gazed  so  long 
That  both  his  eyes  were  dazzled,  as  he  stood. 
This  way  and  that  dividing  the  swift  mind, 
In  act  to  throw :   but  at  the  last  it  secm'd 
Better  to  leave  Excalibur  eonceal'd 
There  in  the  many-knotted  waterflags. 
That  whistled  stiff  and  dry  about  the  marge. 
So  strode  he  back  slow  to  the  wounded  King. 

Then  spake  King  Arthur  to  Sir  Bedivere : 
"Hast  thou  perform'd  m}-  mission  which  I  gave? 
What  is  it  thou  hast  seen?  or  what  hast  heard?" 

And  answer  made  the  bold  Sir  Bedivere: 
"I  heard  the  ripple  washing  .in  the  reeds, 
And  the  wild  water  lapping  on  the  crag." 

To  whom  replied  King  Arthur,  faint  and  pale: 
"Thou  hast  betray'd  thy  nature  and  thy  name, 
Not  rendering  true  answer,  as  beseem'd 
Thy  fealty,  nor  like  a  noble  knight : 
For  surer  sign  had  follow'd,  either  hand, 
Or  voice,  or  else  a  motion  of  the  mere. 
This  is  a  sham  ful  thing  for  men  to  lie. 
Yet  now,  I  charge  thee,  cjuickly  go  again 
As  thou  art  lief  and  dear,  and  do  the  thing 
I  bad  thee,  watch,  and  lightly  bring  me  word." 

Then  went  Sir  Bedivere  the  second  time 
Across  the  ridge,  and  paced  beside  the  mere, 
Counting  the  dewy  pebbles,  fix'd  in  thought; 
But  when  he  saw  the  wonder  of  the  hilt. 
How  curiously  and  strangely  chased,  he  smote 
His  palms  together,  and  he  cried  aloud. 
"  And  if  indeed  I  cast  the  brand  away, 


Some  one  might  show  it  at  a  joust  of  anns. 

Saying,  '  King  Arthur's  sword,  Excalibur, 

Wrought  by  the  lonely  maid'jn  of  the  Lake. 

Nine  years  she  wrought  it,  sitting  in  the  dcfp.s 

Upon  the  hidden  bases  of  the  hills.' 

So  might  some  old  man  speak  in  the  aftertime 

To  all  the  people,  winning  reverence. 

But  now  much  honour  and  much  fame  wero  lost.'' 

So  spake  he.  clouded  with  his  own  conceit, 
And  hid  Excalilmr  the  second  time, 
And  so  strode  back  slow  to  the  wounded  King. 

Then  spoke  King  Arthur,  breathing  heavily 
"What  is  it  thou  hast  seen?  or  what  h.ist  heard/" 

And  answer  made  t!ie  bold  Sir  Bedivere: 
"  I  heard  the  w ater  lapping  on  the  crag. 
And  the  long  ripple  washing  in  the  reed-i." 

To  whom  replied  King  Artlmr,  much  in  wrath  : 
"Ah,  miserable  and  unkind,  untrue, 
Unknightly,  traitor-hearted  I      Woe  is  me  I 
Authority  forgets  a  dying  king, 
Laid  widow'd  of  the  power  in  his  eye 
That  bow'd  the  will.     I  see  thee  wliat  thou  art, 
For  thou,  the  latest-left  of  all  my  knights, 
In  whonj  should  meet  the  ofTices  of  all. 
Thou  wouldst  betray  me  for  the  precious  hil!  ; 
Either  from  lust  of  gold,  or  like  a  girl 
Valuing  the  giddy  pleasure  of  the  eyes. 
Yet,  for  a  man  may  fail  in  duty  twice. 
And  the  third  time  may  piosper,  get  thee  hence: 
But,  if  thou  spare  to  fling  Excalibur, 
I  will  arise  and  slay  thee  with  my  hands." 

Then  quickly  rose  Sir  Bedivere,  and  ran. 
And,  leaping  down  the  ridges  lightly,  plunged 
Auiong  the  bulrush-beds,  and  clutch'd  the  sword. 
And  strongly  wheel'd  and  threw  it.      The  great 

brand 
Made  lightnings  in  the  .splendour  of  the  moon, 
And  flashing  round  and  round,  and  whirl'd  in  an 

arch, 
Shot  like  a  streamer  of  the  northern  morn. 
Seen  where  the  moving  isles  of  winter  shock 
By  night,  with  noises  of  the  northern  sea. 
So  flash 'd  and  fell  the  brand  Excalibur: 
But  ere  he  dipt  the  surface,  rose  an  arm 
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Clothed  in  Avhite  samite,  mystic,  wonderful, 
And  caught  him  by  the  hilt,  and  brandish'd  him 
Three  times,  and  drew  him  under  in  the  mere. 
And  lightly  went  the  other  to  the  King. 

Then  spoke  King  Arthur,  drawing  thicker  breath: 
•'Now  see  I  by  thine  eyes  that  this  is  done. 
Speak  out;  what  is  it  thou  hast  heard,  or  seen?'' 

And  answer  made  the  bold  Sir  Bedivere : 
"  Sir  King,  I  closed  mine  eyelids,  lest  the  gems 
Should  blind  my  purpose,  for  I  never  saw. 
Nor  shall  see,  here  or  elsewhere,  till  I  die. 
Not  tho'  I  live  three  lives  of  mortal  men, 
So  great  a  miracle  as  yonder  hilt. 
Then  with  both  hands  I  flung  him,  wheeling  him ; 
But  when  I  look'd  again,  behold  an  arm. 
Clothed  in  white  samite,  mystic,  wonderful, 
That  caught  him  by  the  hilt,  and  brandisli'd  him 
Three  times,  and  drew  him  under  in  the  mere." 

And  answer  made  King  Arthur,  breathing  hard : 
"My  end  draws  ni^^h  ;  'lis  time  that  I  were  gone. 
Make  broad  thy  shoulders  to  receive  my  weight. 
And  bear  .me  to  the  margin;  yet  I  fear 
My  wound  hath  taken  cold,  and  1  shall  die." 

So  saying,  from  the  pavement  he  half  rose, 
Slowly,  with  pain,  reclining  on  his  arm, 
And  looking  wistfully  with  wide  blue  eyes 
As  in  a  picture.     Ilim  Sir  Bedivere 
Remorsefully  regarded  thro'  his  tears. 
And  would  have  spoken,  but  he  found  not  words, 
Then  took  with  care,  and  kneeling  on  one  knee, 
O'er  both  his  shoulders  drew  the  languid  hands, 
And  rising  bore  hini  thro'  the  place  of  tombs. 

But,  as  he  walk'd.  King  Arthur  panted  hard, 
Like  one  who  feels  a  nightmare  on  his  bed 
When  all  the  house  is  mute.     So  sigh'd  the  King, 
Muttering  and  murmuring  at  his  car  "Quick,  quick  I 
I  fear  it  is  too  late,  and  I  shall  die." 
But  the  other  swiftly  strode  from  ridge  to  ridge, 
Clothed  with  his  breath,  and  looking,  as  he  walk'd. 
Larger  than  human  on  the  frozen  hills. 
He  heard  the  deep  behind  him,  and  a  cr}' 
Before.     His  own  thought  drove  him  like  a  goad. 
Dry  clash'tl  his  harness  in  the  icy  caves 
And  barren  chasms,  and  all  to  left  and  right 
The  bare  black  cliff  clang'd  round  him,  as  he  based 
His  feet  on  juts  of  slipperv  crag  that  rang 
Sharp-smitten  with  the  dint  of  armed  heels — 
And  on  a  sudden,  lo  !    the  level  lake, 
And  the  long  glories  of  the  winter  moon. 

Then  saw  they  how  there  hove  a  dusky  barge, 
Dark  as  a  funeral  scarf  from  stem  to  stern. 
Beneath  them  ;  and  descending  they  were  ware 
That  all  the  decks  were  dense  with  stately  forms 
Black-stoled,  black-hooded,  like  a  dream — by  these 
Three  Queens  with  crowns  of  gold — and  from  them 
rose 


A  cry  that  shiver'd  to  the  tingling  stars, 

And,  as  it  were  one  voice,  an  agony 

Of  lamentation,  like  a  wind,  that  shrills 

All  night  in  a  waste  land,  where  no  one  comes, 

Or  hath  come,  since  the  making  of  the  world. 

Then  murmur'd  Arthur,  "Place  me  in  the  barge," 
And  to  the  barge  they  came.      There  those  three 

Queens 
Put  forth  their  hands,  and  took  the  King,  and  wept. 
But  she,  that  rose  the  tallest  of  them  all 
And  fairest,  laid  his  head  upon  her  lap. 
And  loosed  (he   shatter'd  casque,   and   chafed  his 

hands. 
And  call'd  him  by  his  name,  complaining  loud. 
And  dropping  bitter  tears  against  his  brow 
Striped  with  dark  blood  :  for  all  his  face  was  white 
And  colourless,  and  like  the  wither'd  moon 
Smote  by  the  fresh  beam  of  the  springing  east; 
And  all  his  greaves  and  cuisses  dash'd  with  drops 
Of  onset  ;   and  the  light  and  lustrous  curls — 
That  made  his  forehead  like  a  rising  sun 
High  from  the  d  is-throne — were  parch 'd  Avith  dust; 
Or,  clotted  into  points  and  hanging  loose, 
^lix'd  with  the  knightly  growth  that  fringed  his  lips. 
So  like  a  shatter'd  column  lay  the  King; 
Not  like  that  Arthur  who,  with  lance  in  rest, 
From  spur  to  plume  a  star  of  tournament, 
Sliot  thro'  the  lists  at  Camelot,  and  charged 
Before  the  eyes  of  ladies  and  of  kings. 

Then  loudly  cried  the  bold  Sir  Bedivere, 
"Ah!  m}'  Lord  Arthur,  whither  shall  I  go.' 
Where  shall  I  hide  my  forehead  and  my  eyes? 
For  now  I  see  the  true  old  times  are  d  ad. 
When  every  morning  brought  a  noble  chance. 
And  ever}'  chance  brought  out  a  noble  knight. 
Such  times  have  been  not  since  the  light  that  led 
The  holy  Elders  with  the  gift  of  myrrh. 
But  now  the  whole  round  tahke  is  dissolved 
Which  was  an  image  of  the  mighty  world; 
And  I,  the  last,  go  forth  companionless, 
And  the  days  darken  round  me,  and  the  years, 
Among  new  men,  strange  faces,  other  minds." 

And  slowly  answer'd  Arthur  from  the  barge: 
"The  old  order  changeth,  yielding  place  to  new, 
And  God  fullils  himself  in  many  ways, 
Lest  one  good  custom  should  corrupt  the  world. 
Comfort  thyself:  what  comfort  is  in  me? 
I  have  lived  my  life,  and  that  which  I  have  done 
Mav  He  within  himself  make  pure !    but  thou, 
If  thou  shouldst  never  see  my  face  again, 
Pray  for  my  soul.      More  things  are  wrought  by 

prayer 
Than  this  world  dreams  of.    Wherefore,  let  thy  voice 
Rise  like  a  fountain  for  me  night  and  day. 
For  what  are  men  better  than  sheep  or  goats 
That  nourish  a  blind  life  within  the  brain. 
If,  knowing  God,  they  lift  not  hands  of  prayer 
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Both  for  themselves  and  those  who  call  them  friend? 
For  so  the  whole  round  earth  is  every  way 
Bound  by  gold  chains  about  the  feet  of  God. 
But  now  farewell.     I  am  going  a  long  way 
With  these  thou  seest — if  indeed  I  go — 
(For  all  my  mind  is  clouded  with  a  doubt) 
To  the  island-valley  of  Avilion ; 
Where  falls  not  hail,  or  rain,  or  any  snow. 
Nor  ever  wind  blows  loudly ;  but  it  lies 
Deep-meadow 'd,  happy,  fair  with  orchard-lawns 


And  bowery  hollows  crown'd  with  oummer 
Where  I  will  heal  me  of  my  ^ticvous  wound. ** 

So  said  he,  and  the  bar^  with  o«r  and  mUI 
Moved  from  the  brink,  like  some  fuU-brrutrd  swap 
That,  fluting  a  wild  carol  ere  her  death, 
HutHes  her  pure  cold  plume,  and  tAkrs  the  flood 
With  swarthy  web?.     Ix)ng  stiwl  Sir  IWsiivcre 
Revolving  many  memories,  till  the  liull 
Look'd  one  black  dot  against  the  verge  of  dawn, 
And  on  the  mere  the  wailing  died  away. 


iiUT   SHE,   THAT   ROSE   THE   TALLEST   OF   THEM    ALL 
AND   FAITIEST,  LAID   FII8   HEAD   II'ON    HKK   LAP. 
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what  your  early  history,   liiunsay  ?     Tradition    glow,  and  she  was  sitting  by  the  side  of  tlie  man 

hcaitatcH  to  nay.  she  most  admired  and  respected  in  the  world. 

Arist(x-rat8  as  we  were  in  SiimmcrfieM,  of  the  He,  shy  old  baciielor  of  forty-four,  drank  in  her 
dccjKjst  dye,  wc  yel  loved  a  little  fun;  and  once  loveliness  at  every  pore.  He,  too,  talked  his 
a  your  we  went  j»fT  to  a  picnic  on  ihe  borders  be.st ;  and  they  were  both  disajjpointed  when  the 
of  a  beautiful  j><>nd.  It  was  generally  under-  gro%es  which  surround  Lilypad  Pond  became 
stootl  that  the  rigorous  distinctions   of  society    visible.     Kvcry  body  had  arrived  and  dismount- 

woro  on  thin  orrnsion   to   lie  laid  aside — .Mrs.  ed ;  and  tlie  Jud^^e  and  Fannv  had  to  run  the 

Blake  and  .Mrs.  Clay  were  on  terms  of  equality,  inevitable  gauntlet  of  jokes  and  signilieant  looks 
We  had  observed  that  the  cake  of  the  lower  as  they  drove  into  the  circle  of  dismasted  ve- 
cla'"'«-»  was  apt  to  l»e  JK'tter  than  ourw,  and  we    hides, 

wiMii-l  f.iin  give  them  gentility  fur  go.Klies— rank  Miss  Jones  caught  the  Judge  later  in  the  dav 

and  title  for  money-bags  iin»l  Hesh-|>ots.  and  found  him  in  great  spirits;  indeed,  he  was 

So  on  one  lovely  August  morning  the   liiiie  so  gallant  that  her  lieart  jumped  into  lier  throat. 

town  nujvcti  t')  adjourn  f<ir  the  ilay  to  the  shores  She  was  walking'  pensively,  leaning  on  his  arm 

of  Lilypad  Tond.    Family  arks  were  gotten  out;  through  the  soft  glades  of  the  wood,  when  thev 

all  the  thing's  wliich  went  u|n)n  four  wheels  were  heard  Fanny's  ringing  laughter  at  a  little  di.«-> 

in  reqiiiHitiou  ;   lm;^'e  ham|»ers  of  provi^itm  were  Uince. 

with  dirticulty  intluccd  to  gi't  under  the  legs  of  "  What  a  pity  Miss  ClifTord  laughs  so  loud!' 

the  crainjied  ilrivcr.      Will  Percival,  mad  with  .Hiiid  Mi*s  Jones,  pensively, 

excitement,  wa-s  clriving  from  one  end  of  town  **  Do  you  think  she  laughs  loud?     To  nie  it 

to  the  other,  doing  nothing,   but  thinking   he  is  the  sweetest  music  in  the  world!" 

was  doing  worlds  of  work.      He  had  determined  Jones's  heart  jum|>ed  back  again.     They  ate. 

to  drive  Fanny  down  in  twenty -eight  minutes;  they  drank,  they  boated  on  the  pond,   groups 

what  was  his  dingust  at  l>eing  informetl  by  that  wandered  into  the  wood,  groups  sat  on  the  wa- 

young  lady  that  she  was  *' prcNiously  engaged,"  ler's  edge.     Like  Mary  and  her  lamb — 

and  to  sec  the  Judge  drive  slowly  along,  in  his  "Kvery  whoro  tlmt  Tauny  went 

plain  old  chaise,  ami  take  the  lovely  Fanny  as  a  T''c  .Tiulge  waa  aurc  to  go." 

matter  of  cour»e»  and  start  off  leisurely,  giving  Will  Pcrcival  was  furious.     He  drank  Cham- 

ihe  brown  cob  a  rather  more  animated  whack  pagne,   he  rowed  furiously  in  the  hot  sun,  he 

than  usual  jus  he  jwssed  the  discomforted  Will  I  got  very  red  ;   but  it  did  not  atlect  the  ]»redis- 

Thc  Judge   and   Fanny   were   pas,sed  by  the  |)osetl  order  of  things.      Miss  Jones  sneered,  the 

huge  van,  containing  a  crowd  of  Meddlecombs  Meddlecombs  twittered,  Mr.  Milman  grew  pale 

and   KIkinses  ;    hy  Mrs.    Tercival's   old   family  and  sighed.      It  did  no  good.     The  Judge  was 

coach,  where  she  sat  in  state  with  Mr.  .Milman  evidently  t'/nis. 

and  two  Meddlecombs — there  were   always   as  Fanny  whisjKjrcd  to  the  Judge ;  he  rose  quick- 

maiiv  as  that  in  every  carriage ;   they  had  to  be  ly  and  walked  toward  young  Abram  Brown  and 

taken  by  somelM.Hly,  so  every  lH)dy  n.'si;»'ncd  him-  n>^ked  him  to  go  out  on  tlie  ])<)n(l  in  the  boat. 

self  to  two;  by  Will  Pcrcival  with  Sarah  Hart-  I'oor  Brown  up  to  this  time  had  been  neglected, 

man,  l(H>king  lovely  enough  to  have  ma<le  up  for  No  party  had  included  him.      He  accepted  with 

his  disappointment;  by  carriage  after  carriage,  quiet  dignity  anil  began  arranging  the  oars;  a 

every  Inxly  looking  out  antl  joking  them  because  Meddlecomb  was  immediately  found  ready  to 

thev  drove  so  slowly ;  to  which  the  Judge  made  go,  and  a  male  Elkins;    and  the  Judge  then 

some  jocose  allusion  to  his  old  horse,  and  Fanny  asked  Fanny,  who  declined  on  the  ground  of  a 

did  what  she  always  did — laughed.  natural    hydroithtritia — she  was  afraid,  as   any 

Finally  came    two    vehicles,    the    lumbering  sensible    woman    should    be,  of  these    cockle- 

ll:imsay  concern,  with  tjje  addition  of  Miss  Jones  shells.       Miss    Jones,    however,    accepted    the 

to  the  family-party,  who  "sweetly  smiled"  as  she  Judge's  invitation.     So  they  went  sailing  about, 

looked  out  on  the  Judge  and  Fanny,  and  young  the  Judge  gallantly  tugging  at  an  oar,  Jones 

Al)ram    Brown,   modestly  keeping   behind   Mr.  dipjiing  her  fair  hand  in  the  water.  Brown  at 

Kaujsay  and  taking  his  dust,  though  Abram  was  the    helm    quiet    and    somewhat    amused,    the 

driving  a  light  wagon  and  a  go<id   horse,  and  Meddlecomb  and  the  Elkins  flirting  in  a  gro- 

could  have  distanced  ari>tocracy  in  no  time.  tesque  way,  when  over  went  the  boat,  and  our 

To  Fanny's  great  surprise  the  Judge  touched  party  were  seen   struggling  in  the  water;   the 

liis  hat  respectfully  to  the  clerk.  Elkins  came  safely  to  land  with  the  rescued 

*'Tell  me  aboi'it  that  young  man,  ho  seems  Meddlecomb,  Brown  arrived  with  Miss  Jones 

somewhat  refined  and  edu'cated,"  said  Fanny.  clinging  around  his  neck  in  a  pitiable  condition, 

♦'Very  much  so,"  said  the  Judge;   "  I  liave  and  before  wc  knew  it  was  putting  back  for  the 

lately  had  occasion  to  examine  him  as  a  witness,  Judge,  who  was  hanging  on  to  the  capsized  boat 

and  iie  sliowed  some  remarkable  qualities.    How-  unable  to  swim.     The  distance  was  not  great, 

over,  'if  lie  is  good  for  any  thing  he  will  not  stay  but  Brown  had  done  very  well.     The  Judge 

long  in  that  country-store.     I  asked  him  why  ,  struggled    ashore,    and    thanked   tlie    dripping 

ho  did  so  :   he  blushed  and  refused  to  tell  me."  young  preserver— himself  a  Leander  who  could 

But  the  Judge  antl  Fanny  had  other  things  to  not  swim— and  they  all  went  off  to  get  dry 

talk  about.     Fanny  was  lovely  in  her  straw-hat  clothes.     They  reappeared  in  the  clothes  of  a 

and  blue  ribbons— the  fresh  morning  gave  her  a  neighboring  firmer  mucli  too  Inrge  for  them, 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  IGD.^B 
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but  bore  our  shouts  of  laughter  with  great  phi- 
losophy. The  Judge's  dignity  was  as  conspicu- 
ous as  ever,  although  he  was  deprived  of  his 
constitutional  black  coat. 

After  the  submerged  were  properly  dried  we 
started  home.  The  Judge,  stimulated  doubt- 
less by  the  douche  he  had  taken,  started  the 
brown  cob  at  a  notable  pace,  but  again  lagged 
behind  ;  and  all  the  vehicles  passed  him  except 
Percival's  and  Brown's — Percival  having  asked 
Miss  Hartman  to  drive  around  the  pond  by  a 
more  distant  route,  and  that  young  lady  having 
consented.  As  for  poor  Brown,  with  his  usual 
luck,  he  could  not  find  a  sufficient  wardrobe  for 
himself  to  drive  home  in,  and  was  waiting  for 
his  coat  to  dry. 

The  moon  came  out  before  the  brown  cob 


Will  Percival  had  offered  himself  to  Sarah 
Hartman,  and  been  accepted.  He  was  not, 
however,  a  very  serene  lover,  and  drank  too 
much  wine  to  be  altogether  an  agreeable  one. 

Mr.  Milman  performed  the  ceremony.  When 
I  saw  him,  with  the  dignity  and  sacred n ess  of 
his  high  office,  give  to  another  the  hand  Avhich 
he  prized  most  highly  on  earth — when  I  saw  the 
heart-felt  manner  in  which  he  wished  her  joy — 
I  forgave  him  for  a  thousand  affectations,  and 
respected  him  and  pitied  him  from  the  depths 
of  my  heart. 

My  pity  was  not  much  diminislicd,  altliongli 
my  respect  was,  when  I  heard  tluit  he  had  suc- 
cumbed to  the  Meddlecomb  attack,  and  was  be- 
trothed to  Kitty,  the  third,  or  fifth,  or  seventh 
daughter,  and  the  softest-voiced  and  most  mali- 


had   reached   the   confines  of  the  grove — that  i  cioiis  of  them  all. 

chaste  luminary  surprised  the  Judge  in  a  manly        After  the  engagement  was   announced,  the 

confession  of  his   love.     With    the  simplicity  [  whole  tribe  dilated  on  the  long  and  ever  rc})ulscd 

and  directness  of  his  nature  he  had  asked  her  to  [  affection  of  Mr.  Milman  for  Kitty,  and  the  sav- 

tell  him  at  once  his  fate;   and  the  moonlight    age  and  desperate  nature  of  Fanny's  opj)ositiou 

helped  him  to  read  the  charming  intelligence  in  ,  to  the  match. 

Fanny's  blushing  face,  which,  just  at  that  mo-  I       However,  when  they  came  to  marry,  the  Judge 

ment,  she  could  not  find  words  fitting  to  express.  '  and  Fanny  nearly  furnished  their  house  fi)r  them. 

It  was  that  golden  moment  which  comes  per-  I  The  Meddlecombs  showed  the  gifts,  and  dilated 
haps  but  once  in  a  lifetime,  so  full  of  fruition  !  on  Kitty's  wedding  presents,  but  did  not  meii- 
that  the  heart  could  not  bear  it  often.  tion  who  gave  tlicm. 

The  delicious  silence  and  happiness  which  I  Fanny's  house  was  beautiful.  Her  position 
wrapped  them  both  was  broken  by  a  sound  of  ,  was  a  charming  one.  She  went  a])road  for  a 
wheels,  a  crash,  and  a  shriek.  year,  and  broiiglit  home  all  sorts  of  nice  thingp. 

The  upset  boat  was  not  the  only  catastrophe    Her  cup  was  running  over, 
of  the  picnic.  j      Siic  had  too  much. 

Will  Percival  was  unfortunately  not  quite        One  day  the  Judge  came  in  quite  pale,  and 
himself  as  he  started  to  drive  home.     Too  much    sank  on  the  sofa.     Fanny  flow  to  his  side. 
Champagne  had  not  improved  his  eye  for  the  !       *'I  feci  (|uite  faint  and  ill,  dear  wife,"  taking 
road.     He  had  upset  his  little  light  wagon,  and  i  her  hand  and  laying  it  on  his  heart.      *'  There  is 
lodged  Miss  Hartman  in  a  neighboring  stumj)-    something  wrong  here.''' 

fence.  Fortunately  Brown  had  nearly  cauglit  However,  it  i)assed  away.  Fanny  rocallc*! 
up  with  him,  and  arrived  at  the  scene  of  disas-  '  years  after  the  pang  which  shot  through  her  at 
ter  in  time  to  extricate  IMiss  H.,  Avhile  the  Judge  that  moment ;  for  it  was  the  knell  of  their  hap- 
turned  his  horse's  head  in  the  direction,  and  ar-    piness. 

rived  a  moment  later.  Fanny  found  her  friend  '  One  or  two  more  warnings  came;  and  at 
very  much  hurt ;  her  arm  was  broken  ;  she  was  lengtii  the  horrible  news  went  through  the  town 
bruised  and  bleeding.  She  was  put  in  the  that  the  Judge  had  been  stricken  dead  in  court 
Judge's  chaise,  Fanny  crouching  down  on  the  while  listening  to  an  argument, 
floor  thereof  to  make  herself  a  support  in  some  |  Disease  of  the  heart.  It  was  perhaps  a  poor 
way  for  the  poor  wounded  thing;  while  Will  '  consolation  to  know  that  he  could  not  have  been 
Percival,  somewhat  stunned,  was  driven  home  '  cured;  but  it  was  a  great  aiTtl  never-failing  one 
by  Brown,  leaving  his  own  broken  vehicle  to  be  ,  to  remember  tliat  the  Angel  of  Death  found  the 
brought  home  at  some  future  period.  '  servant  of  the  Most  High  Judge  read}-,  with  a 

The  Judge's  engagement  was  a  great  piece  of    prayerful  spirit  and  a  clear  record,  awaiting  his 
news  all  over  the  State,  and  the  wedding,  which    coming. 

took  place  almost  as  soon  as  poor  Sarah  Hart-  '  Poor  Fanny  !  It  was  many  a  long  year  be- 
man's  arm  was  well,  was  the  great  event  of  Sum-  fore  we  heard  her  laugh  again!^ 
merfield.  The  old  satin  dresses  which  w^ere  dis-  !  Poor  Mr.  Milman  was  next  called.  He  had 
interred  for  that  occasion  would  have  clothed  never  been  strong,  body  or  mind,  and  his  pale 
the  entire  chorus  of  the  opera.  The  bride  was  face  grew  paler,  and  his  cough  more  racking, 
more  subdued  than  we  had  ever  seen  her,  but  till  at  length  he  gave  up  his  duties  and  took  to 
lovely  as  possible.  ^  As  for  tlie  Judge,  all  his  '  his  bed  When  he  got  very  ill  he  sent  for  Fan- 
friends  looked  at  him  with  astonishment :  such  ;  ny,  having  something  important  to  sav  to  her. 
an  effect  had  happiness  had  upon  him  that  he  |  She  went  to  see  him.  The  air  was  hea'^-A- 
seemed  twenty  years  younger.  |  with  Meddlecombs.     Poor  ]Milman  asked  them 

Miss  Jones  was  there,  bearing  it  bravely.    No  '  meekly  to  leave  the  room.     Kittv  remained,  of 
one  but  the  Meddlecomb'^  jaw  that  her  brow  was  '  course, 
strangely  set,  thoug'a  her  lips  were  smiling.         |      "Did  your  husband"— poor  Mihnan  be-an. 
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heavily  and  with  difficulty — "ever  tell  you  of 
the  existence — of  certain  papers — relating  to  the 
I'ercival  family  ?" 

"  No,"  said  Fanny,  "  but  he  gave  me  once  a 
little  trunk,  which  he  wished  me  to  keep  safely, 
as  he  had  in  it  some  important  papers  belonging 
to  another  person.  He  gave  it  to  me,  I  remem- 
ber, after  his  first  seizure.  I  have  never  thought 
of  it  since." 

"Dear  Fanny,"  said  the  poor  dying  man, 
"keep  that  safely  until  old  Mrs.  Percival  dies. 
It  contains  a  secret  which  no  one  knew  but  your 
husband  and  myself;  and  now  that  he  is  gone, 
and  I  am  going,  it  must  be  given  to  you.  Kitty, 
my  wife,  as  you  value  my  parting  blessing,  do 
you  never  reveal  what  you  have  heard.  After 
old  Mrs.  Fercival's  deatli  break  the  lock,  and 
give  the  papers  to  whom  they  belong.  And 
write  down  what  I  have  told  you,  put  the  paper 
in  the  possession  of  some  man  of  respectability, 
that  the  evidence  may  be  complete  should  any 
thing  happen  to  you.  Now,  farewell,  dear  and 
excellent  friend." 

Poor  Mil  man  died  without  revealing  the  se- 
cret, which  his  wife  thought  a  great  outrage  to 
her,  and  she  loved  Fanny  even  less  after  this 
scene  than  before. 

The  Meddlecombs  began  to  observe  that  Fan- 
ny often  went  into  INIr.  Bowen's  store,  and  had 
an  occasional  word  for  AI)ram  Brown  at  churcli 
or  Sunday-school.  How  a  woman  of  her  pride 
could  so  far  descend  was  to  them  a  wonder  of 
wonders.  Perha])s  tliey  thought  it  a  proof  of 
the  supremacy  of  her  position  that  she  could  do 
such  a  thing.  Abram  went  on  in  the  same  old 
way,  always  showing  some  superiority  to  his  po- 
sition, but  never  gaining  ground  in  "  society." 

Will  Percival,  who  had  married  poor  Sarah 
Hartman,  had  gone  steadily  down  hill.  He 
had  become  a  blustering,  drinking,  harsh  man  ; 
and  his  mother  grew  paler  day  by  day,  and  his 
wife  sank  away  from  a  blooming  young  woman 
into  one  prematurely  old  and  sorrow-stricken. 

Will  had  a  profound  despite  at  Brown,  and 
never  lost  an  opportunity  of  insulting  him.  He 
never  could  forgive  him  for  having  done  him 
the  service  of  bringing  him  home  when  he  was 
drunk  from  the  picnic.  Brown  bore  this  course 
of  conduct,  as  he  did  every  thing,  silently,  until 
Percival  grew  too  unbearably  insulting  in  the 
reading-room  of  the  public  library,  when  Brown 
coolly  and  quietly  slapped  his  face.  Percival 
sprang  at  him  like  a  tiger.  Brown  knocked  him 
down,  and  held  him  until  some  gentlemen  in- 
terfered. 

"You  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  gentle- 
men, that  I  did  not  seek  this  quarrel,  and  that 
no  gentleman  could  have  done  less,"  said  Brown. 
"  We  will,  we  will !"  said  half  a  dozen  men. 
'•^Gentleman!'"  hissed  Percival  between  his 
teeth  as  he  strode  oif. 

The  village  of  Summerfield  had  never  had  an 
emotion  like  unto  that  which  followed  the  news 
of  this  quarrel,  but  it  was  soon  to  be  startled 
and  shocked  still  more ;  for  on  one  calm  Sun- 
day morning  young  Abram  Brown  walked  to- 


ward Fanny's  stately  mansion,  took  its  fair  mis- 
tress on  his  arm,  and  walked  to  church  with  her, 
composedly  seated  himself  in  her  i)ew,  and  in 
less  than  five  minutes  the  electric  message  ran 
through  the  town  that  Fanny  was  going  to  mar- 
ry him ! 

The  horror  and  disgust  of  the  Percivals,  the 
delight  and  triumph  of  the  Meddlecombs,  the 
wonder  and  disa))proval  of  all  her  friends  was 
beyond  words.  Between  these  two  there  was 
a  great  gulf  fixed  in  our  estimation.  We  nei- 
ther knew  nor  cared  for  the  worth  of  the  man ; 
we  contrasted  him  with  the  man  whom  we  had 
delighted  to  honor,  the  Judge,  and  all  felt  a 
diminished  regard  for  Fanny. 

The  Judge  had  been  dead  six  years.  Fanny 
was  now  but  thirty,  but  we  felt  that  she  had  no 
right  to  insult  his  memory  by  marrying  Abram 
Brown. 

However,  marry  him  she  did.  lie  ceased  to 
be  Mr.  Bowen's  clerk ;  he  proved  to  have  some 
money,  and  had  all  his  wife's  estate  settled  on 
herself. 

The  Browns  were  very  happy  apparently,  and 
quite  indiflferent  to  our  opinion  of  them. 

Poor  old  Mrs.  Percival  died  at  length,  and, 
true  to  her  instructions,  Fanny  opened  the  box. 

Death  came  not  once  but  twice  to  Raymond 
Hill.  Poor  Sarah  Percival  had  never  had  much 
health  or  happiness.  The  death  of  her  gentle 
and  sympathizing  mother-in-law  took  away  her 
only  support  and  consolation  in  this  earth,  and 
Will  grew  more  savage  and  drunken  every  day. 
He  had  not  allowed  his  wife  to  speak  to  Fanny 
since  her  marriage,  but  on  her  death-bed  she  de- 
manded to  see  her.  Fanny  watched  over  her, 
sustained  her,  and  closed  her  poor  dying  eyes. 

Then  Fanny  went  for  the  neglectful  husband. 
He  was  in  his  own  room  stupefying  himself  witli 
wine,  but  Fanny  bade  him  come  with  her.  As 
he  looked  upon  the  poor  pale  face,  now  no  lon- 
ger reproachful,  his  manhood  came  back  to  him, 
and  he  knelt  by  her  side.  But  repentance  wa'^ 
brief  with  him.  The  horror  of  death  came  over 
him,  and  he  turned  to  leave  the  room. 

"Stay,  William  Percival,"  saidFanny;  "look 
at  what  you  have  done.  You  have  killed  this 
woman.  Now  repent  while  there  is  life  in  you. 
By  the  side  of  this  dead  saint  promise  me  that 
you  will  try  and  reform  yourself." 

"Why,  Fanny,  how  can  you  talk  so  when 
you  know  my  love  for  you  was  the  cause  of  my 
downfall?"  said  poor  Will,  whimpering.  "If 
you  had  married  me  I  should  have  been  all  right, 
but  you  married  some  one  else,  and  then  I  sank 
lower  and  lower.  This  poor  thing  loved  me, 
and  for  a  little  while  I  determined  to  be  a  bet- 
ter man,  but  my  evil  prssions  got  the  better  of 
me."  Here  he  fell  into  a  great  fit  of  weeping, 
as  he  looked  at  the  poor  dead  face  lying  there 
so  still  and  pale. 

"  Do  not  flatter  yourself,  Will,  that  any  one 
was  to  blame  but  yourself.  Self-indulgence  has 
always  been  your  plan  of  life.  I  beg  of  you,  by 
an  old  friendship,  by  the  memory  of  your  mo- 
ther, by  the  memory  of  this  wife  you  have  so 
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injured,  by  the  honored  name  you  bear,  I  en- 
treat you  to  reform.  There  are  years  left  for 
you  in  which  to  rub  out  the  disgrace  of  your  life. 
I  pray  you  do  it." 

But  her  earnest  words  had  no  effect.  Will 
was  too  intoxicated  to  appear  at  his  wife's  funer- 
al, and  his  course  was  desperately  downward. 

Fanny  made  one  more  attempt  in  his  favor. 
She  took  Mr.  Selden,  the  old  lawyer  of  the  Per- 
civals — he  who  had  always  administered  the  af- 
fairs of  Raymond  Hill,  and  who  watched  the 
ruin  of  its  heir  with  peculiar  sorrow — and  drove 
to  his  house  one  fine  morning  in  early  summer, 
a  few  months  after  poor  Sarah's  death.  They 
found  him  swearing  at  his  dogs  and  servants, 
but  enough  of  the  gentleman  left  in  him  to  re- 
ceive them  courteously.  Mr.  Selden  hemmed 
and  hawed,  and  finally  giving  a  bundle  of  pa- 
])ers  into  Fanny's  hands  begged  of  her  to  open 
the  business. 

Fanny  began  in  the  usual  woman's  way,  by 
bursting  into  tears.  When  she  got  composed  she 
said : 

"Will,  you  know,  perhaps,  that  your  father's 
life  was  clouded  in  some  mysterious  manner, 
jierhaps  you  do  not  know  how.  Here  is  a  paper, 
drawn  up  by  himself,  giving  his  own  story.  He 
was  married  to  a  young  girl  in  Scotland,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son,  and  whom  he  deserted  be- 
fore he  met  your  mother.  By  changing  his 
name  and  coming  to  this  country  he  thou;4ht  to 
escape  the  punishment  of  his  crime.  But  his 
unfortunate  Avife  found  out  his  whereabouts  and 
followed  him  even  here.  With  a  woman's  gen- 
erosity she  failed  to  expose  him,  when  she  came 
to  see  him,  but  in  justice  to  her  son  demanded 
this  paper  of  him,  swearing  solemnly  to  conceal 
it  until  the  death  of  his  innocent  victim,  your 
mother.  He  gave  it  to  her  in  the  presence  of 
my  husband,  the  Judge,  and  not  long  after, 
borne  down  by  the  shame  and  contrition  which 
overwhelmed  him,  he  disappeared,  and  died  soon 
after. 

"Not  many  years  ago  the  Judge  received  a 
packet  of  papers  from  Scotland,  containing  the 
record  of  the  marriage  of  the  first  wife,  the  bap- 
tismal record  of  the  son,  and  such  accounts  of  the 
whereabouts,  personal  a])pearance  of  the  son,  as 
to  enable  him  to  be  identified  without  trouble. 
The  Judge  took  into  his  confidence  Mr.  Milman, 
our  late  clergyman,  after  a  certain  period,  in  or- 
der that  the  secret  might  be  in  good  hands  if  any 
thing  should  happen  to  him.  Death  lias  remov- 
ed both  those  recipients  of  this  secret.  I  and 
two  others  share  it  with  you." 

Will  Percival  looked  stupefied  and  remained 
silent.  "  So  you  are  come  to  taunt  me  with  ray 
want  of  birth  and  name,"  he  said,  at  length,  in 
a  husky  voice. 

"No,  Will,  I  am  come  to  make  you  an  offer. 
If  you  will  promise  me  to  become  a  better  man 
I  will  burn  this  paper,  and  swear  that  its  con- 
tents shall  never  be  known." 

"But  what  would  my  elder  brother,  the  legit- 
iinate  brother,  say  to  this  ?"  said  poor  Will,  bit- 
terly. 


''He  has  given  his  consent  to  the  burning  of 
tins  paper,''  said  Fanny,  slowly:  and  with  trem- 
bling fingers  she  gave  Will  a  letter.  A\"ill  tore 
it  open. 

"I  knew  it;  I  knew  it.  Yo2!r  present  hus- 
band, that  wretch,  that  scum  of  the  earth,  Abram 
Brown — pah!  my  mouth  rebels  against  the  ])le- 
beian  word — never,  no  never  will  I  accept  a  favor 
at  his  hands,  and  my  name,  my  name  is  Brown. 
Tell  me,  tell  me,  Fanny,  to  what  depths  am  I 
descended?" 

"Your  name  is  Beamuont,  William,  if  a  few 
more  letters  can  do  you  any  good,  and  my  hu!-- 
band's  name  is  Artliur  Beaumont,  your  oKU-r 
brother;  but  he  has  lived  so  long  under  the 
humble  and  quiet  alias,  which  he  took  when  his 
mother  di^^d,  that  he  docs  not  care  for  the  emp- 
ty distinction.  You  have  always  borne  an  hon- 
orable name,  and  are  the  heir  of  an  honoral)lo 
race.  Keep  it.  The  decej)tion  is  an  innocent 
one,  as  long  as  those  most  interested  j)crmit  it. 
Kec])  it;  but,  William,  do  it  more  honor  than 
you  do  by  your  present  most  unwortliy  life.  Be- 
lieve me,  I  do  not  want  to  frighten  you  intocom- 
])liance;  but  so  mucii  do  I  wish  to  pave  you, 
that  I  have  thought  it  proj)er  to  tell  you  wlinl 
others  are  w  illing  to  forego  for  your  sake,  if  fur 
theiis  you  will  become  a  better  nir.n." 

Will  Percival,  degraded,  lost  as  he  was,  could 
not  but  be  touched  by  this  appeal ;  he  knelt  be- 
fore her,  he  kissed  her  hand,  but  >\hen  he  rose 
he  said,  quietly,  "Too  lute,  too  late  I" 

"It  is  never  too  late,"  urged  Fanny. 

"  One  question  :  Did  you  know  this  fact  when 
you  married  Brown?'  said  Will. 

"No,  I  opened  this  trunk  of  papers  when 
your  mother  died.  I  had  married  Brown  be- 
cause I  loved  him,  because  I  saw  in  him  powers 
and  virtues  which  the  world  did  lUJt  see.  I  only 
knew  him  as  the  poor  clerk,  and  I  determined, 
if  my  love  could  give  him  that  position  whicii  he 
deserved,  he  should  have  it.  He  had  long  loveil 
me,  and  for  a  time  my  pride  rebelled  ;  but  love  is 
stronger  than  i)vide,  and  for  his  goodness  and 
noliility  of  soul  I  had  a  voucher  that  none  could 
fail  to  resj)ect,  the  Judge." 

"  Did  /ii  know  of  the  identity  of  Abram  Brown 
and  Arthur  Beaumont?" 

"No,  he  was  simply  the  recijiient  of  confi- 
dence from  both  jiarties,  but  liked  him  as  I  did 
for  himself.  When  I  opened  the  trunk  I  called 
my  husband  to  my  side  to  determine  what  I  was 
to  do  with  these  papers;  then  for  the  first  time 
he  told  me  who  he  was,  and  j)roduced  the  fel- 
lows to  these  papers.  Even  the  wedding-ring 
was  halved.  One  half  was  in  the  trunk,  the 
other  in  his  possession.  Locks  of  hair  were 
given  to  him,  braided  together  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  and  in  the  trunk  were  the  same.  The 
coat  of  arms,  engraved  on  very  curious  old  rings, 
were  alike  divided  between  the  trunk  and  him- 
self." 

"  Why  did  he  come  here  and  live  this  obscnre 
life?" 

"  His  mother's  family,  proud  and  injured  by 
her  desertion,  treated  them   coldlv,   and   theV 
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came  here  :  his  mother,  with  true  womanly  gen- 
erosity, hesitated  to  sacrifice  her  husband's  inno- 
cent victim.  When  she  died  her  generosity  de- 
scended to  her  son.  Perhaj^s  he  came  here, 
drawn  by  the  ties  of  relationsliij),  for  here  lived 
his  only  brother." 

The  long  hatred  and  persecution  rose  up  be- 
fore him;  perhaps  he  felt  a  moment's  remorse, 
but  the  life-long  ])ride  of  his  character  and  race 
— for  he  had  proud  blood  on  both  sides — choked 
the  expression  of  it. 

"  So,  like  a  dog  in  the  manger,  he  has  de- 
scended as  low  as  be  could,  and  watched  for  tlie 
hour  of  revenge :  lie  has  made  himself  a  base 
tape-seller  to  point  my  degradation.  I  will  not 
accept  his  generosity.  My  jiroperty  is  my  own, 
if  my  name  is  not,  and  ])ublish  your  vile  talc  as 
soon  as  you  jjlcase.  Mr.  Scldcn,  are  you  an  ac- 
cessory to  this  insult?" 

"Mr.  Pcrcival,  I  was  only  a  recipient  of  the 
confidence  of  Mrs.  Brown  so  far  as  the  words 
of  our  late  clergyman,  IMr.  Milman,  are  con- 
cerned, and  have  this  morning  only  received  the 
particulars  wliich  you  now  hear.  I  liave  sworn 
to  secrecy,  and  only  accompanied  Mrs.  Brown 
here  to  lend  her  my  protection,  and  to  show  you, 
as  an  old  and  trusted  friend  of  your  family,  that 
a  sincere  wish  for  your  welfare  induced  this 
visit." 

"Fanny,"  said  Will,  "you  were  always  a 
good  woman,  a  g(M)d  friend.  I  foci  all  your 
goodness,  and  I  wish  I  were  more  worthy  of 
your  efforts  in  my  behalf;  but  I  hate  your  hus- 
band, nvj  hrotlwr^  who  has  wronged  me  by  tlie 
very  fact  of  his  being.  I  do  not  accei)t  his 
offers  of  secrecy ;  go,  I  beg  of  you,  announce 
the  fact  of  my  mother's  shame.  I  shall  take 
every  step  to  free  myself  from  every  obligation  to 
Mr.  Brown." 

He  left  them  in  a  jiaroxysm  of  rage — the  next 
thing  which  Ave  heard  was  that  he  was  raving  in 
delirium  tremens. 

Still,  while  Will  Pcrcival  lived  the  secret  did 
not  transpire ;  drunk  or  sober  he  never  told  it. 
The  Browns  were  as  secret  as  he :  as  for  Mr. 
Selden,  he  was  a  tomb  of  secrets. 

What  need  to  go  on  and  detail  the  steps  of  his 
»sure  and  certain  descent  after  this?  lie  had 
long  ago  entered  upon  that  fearful  downward 
path  from  which  return  by  the  unaided  strength 
of  the  traveler  is  all  but  hopeless.  Men  of  high 
moral  natures  have  struggled  vainly  against  the 
fearful  propensity.  Will  Percival's  nature  was 
not  a  high  one.  Besides,  he  bore  within  him  a 
secret,  known  to  others  who  had  no  cause  to  love 
him,  which  once  divulged  would  cost  him  all  that 
he  still  prized  in  life.  Every  month  found  him 
lower  than  before.  At  length,  after  months  of 
debauch,  Will  Pcrcival  died.  He  had  had  mo- 
ments of  sanity  and  of  apparent  reformation ; 
but  as  Fanny  had  told  him,  "self-indnlgence 
had  been  his  plan  of  life,"  and  he  could  form  no 
other. 


When  his  will  was  opened  this  remarkable 
clause  was  found  in  it : 

"I  give  to  Fanny  Clifford,  the  wife  of  Abram 
Brown,  alias  Arthur  Beaumont,  my  older  brother 
(as  I  am  told),  my  estate  of  Raymond  Hill,  with 
the  portraits  of  my  late  mother  and  wife,  and  all 
other  fixtures  and  furniture  thereunto  belonging, 
asking  her  to  i)rcserve  the  portraits  for  the  love 
she  bore  to  the  originals,  and  to  make  such  dis- 
position of  the  estate  as  she  may  think  best." 

Of  course  the  secret  was  known.  Of  course 
we  all  saw  an  immense  change  in  Mr.  Arthur 
Beaumont.  Many  of  us  remembered  that  we  had 
thought  his  carriage  noble,  his  face  indicative 
of  high  birth.  Like  jjoor  Mary  Raymond,  the 
first  wife  of  Mr.  Beaumont  had  been  of  proud 
and  honorable  lineage,  and  he,  the  father,  had 
been  the  unworthy  descendant  of  good  ances- 
tors. 

Why  he  had  condescended  to  be  Mr.  Bowen's 
clerk  we  never  knew  ;  ])erhajjs  he  was  crushed 
by  his  mother's  misfortunes,  and  after  her  death 
cared  little  what  became  of  him ;  perhaps  he 
wished  to  be  near  his  secret,  for  he  of  course 
knew  of  the  little  trunk  ;  jjcrhaps — oh,  dreadful 
thought  I — he  did  not  care  for  the  opinion  of  the 
aristocrats  of  Summerfield,  but  bided  his  time. 
Certain  it  was,  he  went  on  as  he  had  bcgim,  un- 
assuming, self-contained,  and  reserved,  but  faith- 
ful, honorable,  and  of  good  report. 

William  Pcrcival  slee])S  by  the  side  of  his  mo- 
ther and  wife,  and  the  marlde  wl.ich  marks  the 
spot  bears  the  name  he  bore  through  life.  It 
is  an  error  which  harms  no  one,  and  the  noble 
estate  which  witnessed  his  ruin  has  received  a 
consecration,  for  it  is  the  scene  of  a  noble  char- 
ity. Fanny  and  Arthur  Beaumont,  after  secur- 
ing it  from  change  or  downfall,  as  far  as  the 
changeful  influences  of  our  country  permit,  gave 
it  as  an  asylum  for  a  class  of  unfortunates,  too 
little  cared  for  in  this  utilitarian  age;  and  every 
year  Raymond  Hill  returns  to  society  some  re- 
stored human  being  who  needed  but  that  "  help- 
ing hand  to  the  weak"  which  the  poet  speaks  of: 

"  A  helping  hand  to  the  weak, 

A  friendly  arm  to  the  friendless  ; 
Kind  worda  so  short  to  speak, 

But  who5e  echo  is  endless;. 
The  world  is  wide,  these  things  are  small, 
They  may  be  nothing,  but  they  are  all  I" 

And,  on  a  soft  summer  evening,  Fanny  and 
Beaumont,  who  are  one  in  all  true  and  noble 
sentiments,  walk  together  with  their  children  to 
a  consecrated  spot,  never  without  its  green  turf 
and  beautiful  flowers,  or  imperishable  ivy,  and 
talk  of  all  his  goodness  and  loyalty  who  sleeps 
beneath.  Beaumont  can  afford  to  share  his  wife's 
regard  with  that  noble  memory,  and  when  Christ- 
mas comes  the  marble  bust  which  stands  always 
in  the  library,  looking  down  with  the  true  seren- 
ity of  the  man  it  images,  on  the  group  below,  is 
surrounded  by  these  words : 

"we  keep  his  memoey  green." 
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WINE-MAKING  m  CALIFORNIA. 


BUENA    VISTA   KANCUE   AND   VINEYARD. 


IF  any  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  statistics, 
the  production  of  Wine  is  the  most  import- 
ant branch  of  agricultural  industry  on  earth. 
At  all  events,  there  are  only  to  be  compared  with 
it  the  culture  of  rice — which  forms  the  stajjle 
food  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  liuman  race — and 
that  of  wheat.  Europe  is  the  main  seat  of  wine 
culture.  According  to  official  reports  there  are 
in  Europe  twelve  and  a  quarter  millions  of  acres 
devoted  to  the  growth  of  the  grape,  producing  a 
little  more  than  three  thousand  millions  of  gal- 
lons a  year,  which,  estimating  the  average  value 
at  place  of  production  at  twenty-Uve  cents  a  gal- 
lon, is  worth  on  the  spot  more  that  775,000,000 
of  dollars.  Making  the  most  liberal  estimate  of 
the  cotton  crop  of  the  world,  in  its  palmiest  days, 
it  will  be  hard  to  bring  the  value  up  to  more 
than  one-third  of  this  sura.  Moreover,  as  wine 
is  to  a  considerable  extent  an  article  of  com- 
merce, fifty  cents  a  gallon  would  not  be  a  high 
estimate  for  its  average  value  at  the  place  of 
consumption.  Thus  the  real  value  of  the  wine 
crop  of  Europe  would  be  more  than  1,500,000,000 
of  dollars  a  year.  If  these  figures  are  exaggerat- 
ed the  fault  is  not  ours.  We  find  them  in  of- 
ficial reports,  which  ought  to  be  reliable. 

We  are  assured  on  as  good  authority  as  that 
of  Mr.  Haraszthy  that  California  has  five  mill- 
ions of  acres  suited  to  grape-culture ;  that  in  a 
considerable  part  the  vine  flourishes  better  than 
in  the  most  favored  regions  of  Europe  •  so  that 
when,  in  a  generation  or  so,  this  shall  be  planted 
with  vines,  the  wine  product  of  that  State  will 
be  worth,  on  the  spot,  at  only  twenty-five  cents 
a  gallon,  more  than  five  hundred  million  dollars. 


j  (The  exact  figures,  ns  worked  out  by  Mr.  Har- 
aszthy, are  it551,y58,208  o3.) 

Making  all  due  allowances  for  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  sanguine  vine-grower,  and  guided  only  bv 
what  has  actually  been  demonstrated,  we  may 
be  certain  that  the  production  of  wine  is  to  be- 
come a  leading  branch  of  the  industry  of  the 
Golden  State.  We  therefore  jnescnt  an'account 
of  the  processes  of  grape-culture  and  wine-mak- 
ing as  now  conducted  in  Califf)rnia,  at  the 
largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

The  '•  Buena  Vista  Vinicultural  Association" 
is  an  incorporated  Company,  comjjosed  chkflx 
of  residents  of  San  Francisco.     The  estate  has 
the  largest  vineyard  in  the  world,  and  ujion  it 
the  business  of  wine-making  has  here  reached  a 
I  higher  development— in  so  far  as  the  application 
.  of  machinery  is  concerned — than  in  any  other 
I  vineyard  in  America.     There  are  a  greater  va- 
:  riety  of  grape,  a  greater  variety  of  production 
j  here,  than  in  any  other  vineyard  of  the  State, 
and  its  extent  and  production  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing. 

The  estate  of  the  Association,  lying  within 
thirty  miles  of  San  Francisco,  contains  GOOO 
acres  in  one  body,  bordering  on  the  town  of 
Sonoma,  and  running  six  miles  eastward  toward 
Napa  City.  About  4000  acres  are  valley  land, 
the  remainder  well  timbered  and  hilly!  The 
property  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  fine  creek, 
which  runs  dunng  the  whole  year ;  also  on  the 
northeast  of  the  boundary-line  is  a  large  creek 
called  the  Caneros.  Besides  these  several  oth^ 
ers  cross  the  estate  in  all  directions,  one  form- 
ing a  cascade  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  fe<:5 
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fall,  in  groves  of  evergreen,  pine,  redwood,  live- 
oak,  madronia,  wild  chestnut,  laurel,  and  inan- 
sanito;  the  laurel,  madronia,  and  nian.sanito — 
all  evergreens — are  most  beautiful  in  foliage  and 
bark.  On  the  estate  there  are  over  50,000  cords 
of  wood  ;  and  tlic  mineral  springs  are  celebrated 
for  their  healing  qualities.  There  are  four  dif- 
ferent springs — one  yellow  sulphur,  one  white 
sulphur,  one  magnesia  and  sulphur,  and  one 
yellow  sulphur,  magnesia,  and  iron.  All  the 
springs  are  80^  warm  ;  three  of  them  have  bath- 
ing-houses built  over  them.  There  is  also  a 
large  soda-water  spring,  which  furnishes  excel- 
lent strong  and  effervescing  soda-water,  which 
requires  no  artificial  means  except  to  cork  well 
the  bottle.  The  land  is  volcanic,  and  varies  in 
quality  throughout  the  domain.  Some  is  dark- 
red — burned  by  volcanic  fires — some  is  gray, 
yellow,  darkish  blue,  and  black.  This  variety 
renders  the  estate  so  eminently  qualified  for  the 
production  of  the  grape,  for  all  foreign  vines 
may  be  planted  in  the  same  soil  that  they  had 
in  their  native  place.  The  soil  mostly  contains 
magnesia ;  and  to  this  may  perhaps  be  attributed 
the  fact  that  Buena  Vista  produces  from  its  im- 
ported vines  wines  equal  to  celebrated  Euro- 
pean varieties,  especially  for  the  making  of  Cham- 
pagne. 

Of  the  GOOD  acres  about  400  are  planted  in 
vines ;  2G0  of  them  with  Mission,  or  native, 
vines — as  those  are  called  which  were  imported 
from  Spain  by  the  Catholic  missionaries  from 
1715  to  174:0;  and  140  acres  with  vines  import- 
ed from  all  parts  of  Europe.     The  vines  are 


planted  eight  feet  apart,  so  that  a  two-horse  plow 
can  easily  pass  between  them.  Of  the  290,000 
vines,  laOO  were  planted  in  1832,  G700  in  1854, 
13,000  in  1857,  34,000  in  1858,  30,000  in  1859, 
70,000  in  18G0,  and  135,000  in  1861.  The 
vines  thirty-one  years  old  are  healthy,  and  bear 
the  most  abundantly.  They  were  planted  by 
an  Indian  who  endeavored  to  establish  a  home 
under  the  law  of  the  Mexican  republic,  which 
offered  grants  of  land  to  red  men  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  Salvador  Vallejo  became 
the  next  owner ;  then  Benjamin  Kelsy ;  then  Ju- 
lius K.  Ross,  from  whom  IMr.  A.  Ilaraszthy  pur- 
chased it  in  185G.  In  the  following  years  Mr. 
Haraszthy  added  various  tracts  of  land  to  the 
estate.  The  titles  of  the  estate  went  through 
the  different  forums  of  courts,  were  approved, 
and  finally  recognized  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. Up  to  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  Mr. 
Ilaraszthy  there  were  but  7900  vines  planted  on 
the  estate,  and  only  on  spots  where  they  could 
be  irrigated  during  the  summer  months.  It 
was  well  known  to  Californians  that  vines  were 
profitable,  and  never  failed  to  bear,  but  it  was 
universally  believed  that  all  vines  required  wa- 
tering. There  were  but  few  spots  where  vines 
could  be  watered,  therefore  but  few  vineyards 
were  planted  in  California,  and  in  Sonoma  but 
two :  the  above  mentioned  and  that  of  General 
Vallejo — about  30  acres  altogether.  When  Mr. 
Haraszthy  became  proprietor  of  the  Buena  Vista 
property  he  at  once  planted  13,000  vines  on  lands 
without  irrigating  them,  but  using  the  plow  in- 
stead of  water,  contending  that  by  stirring  the 
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ground  repeatedly  during  the  summer  months 
the  moisture  would  be  drawn  from  the  atmos- 
phere, and  the  plants  would  flourish  in  the  loose 
soil.  The  old  settlers  of  the  valley  felt  sorry 
that  the  new  proprietor  should  waste  his  money 
on  so  hopeless  an  enterprise.  The  vines,  how- 
ever, throve,  much  to  the  amazement  of  the  un- 
believers, who  then  baid  that  the  vines  might 
grow,  but  would  not  bear  grapes  without  irriga- 
tion. They  waited  two  years,  when  many  of 
the  more  thrifty  vines  had  grapes  much  finer 
and  sweeter  than  those  before  raised  on  water- 
ed vines.  This  gave  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
practicability  of  raising  vines  without  water. 
Then  every  body  began  to  plant,  seeing  that 
Mr.  Haraszthy  annually  increased  by  thousands 
his  plantation  on  land  which  for  grain  culture 
was  not  worth  a  cent ;  and  now  the  Valley, 
which  in  18^)G  had  but  30  acres  of  vines,  has 
more  than  2000  acres  in  thrifty  vineyards.  Land 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Buena  Vista  went  up 
from  $G  to  $130  the  acre. 

This  impulse  was  not  only  felt  in  Sonoma,  but 
throughout  the  upper  part  of  Ccilifornia.  The 
State  Agricultural  Society  watched  the  progress 
of  the  promising  enterprise.  As  early  as  1858 
the  Board  of  the  Society  requested  Mr.  Haraszthy 
to  write  an  essay  on  wine-planting,  wine-mak- 
ing, etc.  With  this  request  he  complied  by 
writing  an  essay  which  was  received  with  great 
enthusiasm;  extracts  were  published  in  most  of 
the  newspapers,  and  thousands  were  ])rinted  by 
the  Legislature  and  distributed  among  the  peo- 
ple. Many  who  never  before  knew  any  thing 
of  vine-raising  or  wine-making,  by  this  work 
were  made  familiar  with  the  business,  and  found 
that,  after  all,  there  was  no  mystery  in  it. 
The  proof  of  this  is  the  fact  that,  according 
to  the  State  statistics  taken  in  1856,  there  were 
1,5-10,134:  vines,  large  and  small;  and  of  those 
the  old  Spanish  settlement  of  Los  Angelos  had 
726,000  vines,  the  remainder  were  scattered 
through  the  State  in  old  Missions  and  Si)anish 
ranches,  where  they  were  irrigated.  In  1862  tlie 
standing  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on  Vines 
report  20,000,000  of  vines  planted  throughout 
the  State. 

The  success  which  attended  this  enterprise, 
and  the  untold  wealth  Avhich  it  promised  the 
State,  soon  manifested  itself  to  every  one ;  and 
to  foster  the  rapidly  growing  enterprise  the  Leg- 
islature, in  1861,  appointed  a  Commission  to  re- 
port on  the  Ways  and  Means  best  adapted  to 
promote  the  improvement  and  growth  of  the 
grape  in  California.  Mr.  Haraszthy  being  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commissioners,  proceeded  to 
Europe,  where  he  traveled  through  the  princi- 
pal vine-growing  States.  Being  in  an  official 
capacity,  and  supplied  by  Mr.  Seward,  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  with  a  letter  to  the  different  Minis- 
ters and  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  he  had  ac- 
cess to  all  reports  from  Government  committees 
on  vine-raising  and  wine-making.  Besides  tliis, 
his  position  as  commissioner  procured  him  intro- 
ductions to  the  most  scientific  men,  who  had 
spent  their  lives  in  practically  cultivating  and 


making  wine.  These  gentlemen  freely  gave 
him  their  mode  and  experience.  All  these, 
together  with  his  personal  experience,  he  has 
collected  into  a  large  and  valuable  book,  which 
has  received  a  wide  circulation,  not  only  in  the 
United  States  but  through  Europe,* 

During  his  European  tour  ]\Ir.  Haraszthy  col- 
lected 380  of  the  most  distinguished  varieties  of 
vines  in  Europe  ;  these  are  now  planted  on  the 
Buena  Vista  estate,  where  they  are  flourishing 
beyond  all  belief.  So  that  the  Buena  Vista  es- 
tate may  be  said  to  possess  all  known  valuable 
varieties  of  grape-vines  in  the  civilized  world. 

In  planting  vines  the  soil  is  plowed,  subsoil- 
ed,  and  well  harrowed,  then  lined  ofl' every  eight 
feet  each  way.  A  two-foot  stake  is  stuck  into 
the  ground  when  this  is  done,  and  the  lines  arc 
perfectly  straight ;  holes  are  dug  two  feet  in  di- 
ameter and  twenty  inches  deep,  the  surface  soil 
being  thrown  on  one  side  and  the  bottom  soil  on 
the  other.  Then  to  each  row  are  two  men  ;  oi\c 
with  vines,  which  lo  j)lnccs  in  the  holes,  spreads 
their  roots,  \\hile  the  other  man,  with  his  hoe, 
covers  the  roots  with  the  surface  ground,  and 
fills  up  the  hole  witli  the  bottom  earth.  When 
this  is  done  he  slightly  ])resscs  down  the  soil 
around  the  vine  with  his  feet.  This  is  all  that 
is  necessary  to  ])lant  the  vine.  In  Buena  Vista 
the  ])lanting  is  done  in  Dccendicr,  January,  and 
February.  Much  caution  is  used  in  soUcting 
the  ground  for  the  vines  imjorted  fiom  Eurt)j)e. 
The  soil  is  first  analyzed,  and  they  arc  jhucd 
in  such  earth  and  locality  as  they  luid  in  their 
native  country. 

In  the  month  of  March  the  old  as  well  as  the 
young  vines  are  j  lowed,  with  two-horse  ]ilows, 
first  one  way  then  the  other.  After  this  men 
with  hoes  follow,  and  hoe  all  around  each  vine ; 
this  is  done  after  every  ])lowing,  and  so  the  vines 
are  cultivated  four  times  each  way.  'Jhis  lasts 
till  July,  after  which  time  nothing  n)ore  is  done 
to  the  vine  till  the  gathering  of  the  fruit. 

The  old  vines  are  pruned  in  the  months  of 
December  and  January.  The  b(?t  wood  on  the 
vine  is  selected,  and  cut  down  to  sj)urs  of  three 
buds.  The  sj)ur3  are  in  acconlance  with  the  nge 
and  strength  of  the  vine.  Those  from  six  to 
ten  years  old  are  jiruned  to  six,  and  even  eight 
spurs,  to  bear  from  ten  to  fifteen  pounds  of  good 
healthy  grapes ;  older  vines  are  i)runed  to  more 
wood  and  bearing.  The  cutting  is  done  with 
shears  made  for  this  purjiose,  and  imported  from 
France  and  Germany.  They  cut  smoother  and 
squarer  than  the  knife.  Young  vines,  one  year 
old,  are  cut  down  to  two  buds ;  all  sprouts  from 
the  side  and  root  are  carefully  cut  away.  The 
two-year-old  vines  are  pruned  in  the  same  man- 
ner, with  this  difference,  that  two  spurs  are  left 
on  the  vine  to  form  a  sort  of  head.  The  three- 
year-old  vines  are  eut  to  two  buds  but  three 
spurs,  and  then  they  bear  grapes.  In  the  fol- 
lowing years  they  are  pruned  according  to  their 
strength. 

*  Grape  Culture,  Wines,  anxl  Whie-Mnkinn ;  icith  Xotea 
upon  Agriculture  and  Ilorticxdtiire.  By  A  Harasztuy. 
With  numerous  Uluistrations.    Harper  &  Brothers. 
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Gathering  the  grapes  is  generally  done  in  Oc- 
tober or  November.*  Men  with  wooden  boxes 
similar  to  a  claret  box,  and  holding  about  fifty 
pounds  of  gra})es,  will  each  take  a  row  of  vines. 
They  cut  the  grape  bunches  with  scissors  made 
for  this  purpose,  fill  their  boxes,  and  carry  them 
to  a  wagon,  which  is  provided  for  every  five 
men.  This  wagon  follows  with  empty  boxes, 
which  are  taken  off  as  the  full  ones  are  loaded 
on.  Thirty-five  boxes  form  a  load,  which  is 
then  taken  to  the  Press-House.  One  man  will 
gather  in  a  good  vineyard  2000  pounds  per  day. 

The  wagon  with  the  grapes  is  driven  to  the 
platform  of  the  Press-House,  where  there  is  a 
car  on  two  massive  cast-iron  wheels.  On  this 
car  the  boxes  and  grapes  are  placed.  When 
full  the  car  is  drawn  up  to  the  winc-i)rcss.  This 
is  done  by  a  two-inch  rope  fastened  to  tlie  upper 
end  of  the  car,  and  also  attached  to  an  iron  axle 
turned  by  a  drum,  which  is  propelled  by  a  leath- 
er belt  fixed  on  the  engine  below.  When  the 
car  is  loaded  a  bell  gives  the  signal  to  the  engi- 
neer. He  starts  the  drum  which  pulls  the  rope, 
and  thus  the  loaded  car  is  raised  to  the  third 
story,  where  there  is  a  i)latform  ;  and  next  the 
platform  is  the  Grape-Crusher,  consisting  of  two 
cylinders  two  and  a  half  feet  long  and  twelve 
inches  tliick.  The  cylinders  are  supplied  with 
a  hopper,  like  a  grain-mill,  to  hold  the  grapes. 
These  cylinders  have  a  cog-wheel  on  one  side 
and  a  fly-wheel  on  the  otiicr.  The  whole  is 
moved  by  a  wheel,  on  which  the  belt  runs,  driv- 
en by  the  engine. 

The  grapes  are  thrown  from  the  platform  into 


'  the  hopper,  a  box  at  a  time,  by  a  man  standing 
on  the  car ;  another  man  is  beside  the  crusher, 
and  moves  the  bunches  into  the  hopper  ;  by  this 
process  one  load,  containing  about  1750  pounds, 
is  crushed  in  five  or  six  minutes.  As  the  grapes 
run  through  the  cylinders  they  are  thoroughly 
crushed,  and  fall  down  into  a  large  wooden 
square  box  beneath  the  crusher.  But  the  cyl- 
inders are  so  arranged  that  the  seeds  are  never 
broken,  for  that  would  be  injurious  to  the  wine. 
The  box  has  a  double  bottom ;  the  top  one  is 

'  perforated  with  holes,  which  permits  the  grape- 
juice  to  run  through  into  the  other  bottom,  from 
whence  it  is  carried  by  a  spout,  and  through  an 
iron  tube  to  the  basement  floor,  where  there  are 

!  twelve  large  vats  placed  to  receive  the  juices 

I  pressed  out  by  the  crusher.  The  tanks  are 
placed  in  a  row  close  to  a  large  reservoir,  which 
is  sunk  in  the  ground  beneath  the  tanks.  The 
reason  for  not  at  once  letting  the  juices  into  the 
reservoir  is  that  the  must  may  first  settle  for  five 
or  six  hours  in  the  tanks.  All  the  foreign  sub- 
stance and  dust  that  may  be  on  the  grapes,  and 
would  be  in  the  must,  in  the  six  hours  will  settle 
to  the  bottom  of  the  tanks.  Prom  thence  the 
must  is  drawn  into  the  reservoir.  This  prevents 
the  wine  having  a  "ground  taste." 

The  square  box  before  mentioned  stands  over 
the  press,  and  from  this  the  press  is  filled  with  the 
crushed  grapes.  This  press  has  an  iron  screw 
five  inches  in  diameter  and  six  feet  long ;  the 
thread  is  very  fine,  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  pos- 
sible power.  This  screw  is  in  the  centre  of  a 
square  box,  measuring  six  feet  each  way,  and 


*  The  vine  is  sometimes  propagate  J  from  the  seed ;  but  this  method  is 
rarely  used,  as  it  takes  from  six  to  ten  years  to  produce  grnpes,  and  the 
grapes  are  seldom  of  the  same  quality  as  the  original.  By  this  mode,  how- 
ever, many  choice  varieties  have  been  produced.  The  usual  method  is  by 
seedlings,  in  several  ways.  Sometimes  by  Budf,  shown  in  Figure  1.  Sound, 
strong  bud?  are  cut  from  vines  early  in  spring,  with  half  an  inch  of  wood 
attached  to  each.  These  are  planted  in  hot-beds  and  kept  moderately  moist. 
In  a  couple  of  months  a  bud  will  send  out  shoots  two  feet  long. — Through 
Cuttings,  as  shown  in  Figure  2.  Well-matured  vines  with  many  buds  are 
chosen,  from  th;.'  lower  pai-t  of  the  vine  usually,  with  some  of  the  last  year's 
wood  attached,  ."s  the  best  roots  will  start  from  this.  European  authorities 
say  that  if  tlie  cuttings  are  made  in  the  spring  it  is  best  to  place  them  in  wa- 
ter six  or  eight  inches  deep,  and  plant  them  when  the  buds  have  started 
about  half  an  inch.  The  cuttings  will  send  up  shoots  and  send  down  roots, 
as  shown  in  Figure  3.  Through  Side  Shoots,,  or  Laijers.  For  this  method  a 
well-matured  branch  of  a  healthy  vine  is  taken,  placed  in  the  ground  so  that  it  will  be  from  eight 
to  twelve  inches  deep,  and  have  two,  three,  or  four  buds  above  ground.  In  Europe  there  are  many 
fancy  modes  of  producing  vines.  Sometimes  a  little  basket  is  placed  in  the  ground,  about  a  foot  from 
an  old  vine;  through  this  basket  the  layeriis  led,  and  allowed  to  have  two  buds  above  ground.  At 
the  propt*  time  this  layer  is  cut  off  from  the  mother  plant,  and,  Avith  the  basket  which  contains  it,  is 
planted  in  the  place  intended  for  it.     Rooted  vines  produced  in  tliis  manner  will  bear  fruit  within  one 


Figure  1, 


Figure 

year  from  planting.  Another  method  is  to  lead  a  vine  through  the  bottom  of  a  flower-pot 
filled  witli  rich  soil.  In  the  autumn,  Avhen  the  grapes  are  ripe,  the  vine  in  the  pot  is  cut 
from  the  mother  plant,  the  pot  carefully  removed,  and  the  shoot  transplanted.  To  pro- 
mote the  formation  of  roots  the  vine  is  sometimes  split  up  a  couple  of  inches,  and  the  split 
kept  open  with  a  wedge.  In  a  large  establishment  like  that  of  the  California  Association, 
where  immediate  practical  results  are  aimed  at,  the  simple  method  of  cuttings  is  chiefly 
employed.  We  trust,  however,  that  the  slow  method  of  raising  from  seeds  will  not  be  neglected, 
variety  thus  produced  will  amply  repay  the  cost  and  trouble. 


Figure  3 
One  first-clas 
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four  feet  deep.  The  sides  are  slid  in,  and  have 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  space  between,  so  that  the 
juice — but  not  the  seeds  or  stems — may  escape. 
The  press  is  worked  by  the  steam-engine.  The 
pressure,  when  full,  is  282,000  pounds.  The 
wood-work  is  made  of  heavy  beams,  and  it  re- 
quired three  thousand  square  feet  of  timber  to 
complete  it.  Additional  presses  will  be  made 
in  order  to  be  able  to  work  up  in  time  the  in- 
creased produce.  The  filling  of  the  press  is 
done  in  the  following  manner:  Six  inches  of 
crushed  grapes,  then  three-inch  square  pieces  of 


wood,  then  again  six  inches  of  crushed  grapes, 
and  then  the  pieces  of  wood  till  the  press  is  full, 
when  it  contains  about  eight  thousand  i)ounds 
of  crushed  grapes.* 

When  it  is  full  the  pressing  commences ;  this 
requires  an  hour  and  ten  minutes.  When  no 
more  juice  runs  the  stems,  seeds,  and  skins  are 
thrown  into  baskets  and  taken  to  the  ferment- 
ing tanks,  which  stand  in  the  basement,  and 
will  be  described  hereafter.  When  the  tank  is 
full  and  contains  thirty-five  thousand  ]iuunds, 
water  is  let  into  it  from  a  tank  standing  on  the 


*  From  Mr.  Haraszthy's  work  on  Grape-Culture  we  extract  a  few  hints  on  various  methods  of  training  and  pnm- 
ing.  The  main  object  to  be  attained  is  to  have  the  vine  fonu  a  stout  and  healthy  head ;  the  more  healthy  the  Iniid, 
the  more  durable  and  fruitful  the  vine.  To  form  this  head  the  young  shoot  is  cut  off  close  to  the  old  wood.  Vinea 
may  be  trained  in  three  ways:  First,  Free;  Second,  on  Props;  Third,  on  Trellises.  For  wine-making  the  methods 
are  the  best  which  pi.n'mit  the  grapes  to  grow  as  near  the  ground  a^  po  sible ;  for  the  perfect  ripeniug  of  the  grapea 


Future  1. 


Figure 


depends  more  on  the  heat  radiated  from  the  earth  than  uprn  that  which  r.inies  dinxlly  from  the  Ftm.  Figure  1 
shows  the  form  of  Head-Pruning.  All  shoots  with  year-old  wood  are  prum-d  off,  and  nf  tiie  new  oiu-»  f.mr  to  Uu  un 
left,  which  are  pruned  so  that  each  has  one  bud  left.  After  the  blooming  the  young  Bhootj*  may  be  bniught  upward 
and  tied  together,  the  ends  being  cut  off  above  the  place  where  thuy  arc  tied.  The  viuc-hea^  then  prcrcnt.-*  thi-  Hhupc 
of  a  balloon,  the  grapes  hanging  in  wreaths  all  around;  in  this  position  each  cluster  lias  the  full  bcuetit  of  uir,  liglit. 


Figure  3. 


Figure  4. 


and  &un.— Bush- Pnining  diffei-s  from  the  foregoing  only  in  leaving  a  few  of  the  last  year's  shoots  on  the  vine,  which 
are  pruned  down  to  two  or  three  buds.  If  there  are  ten  or  a  dozen  of  these  shoots  left  (as  iu  Figure  2)  thev  mav  be 
divided,  some  tied  over  tlie  stem  balloon-wise,  and  others  supported  by  props.  Various  methods  of  training  u'pon 
trellises  are  shown  in  Figures  3,  4,  and  5.  The  height  is  the  only  es^Atial  point  in  which  thev  differ;  two  and  a 
half  and  six  feet  are  the  u^nal  limit'. 


Figure  5. 
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second  floor,  and  filled 
by  a  large  pump  driv- 
en by  steam.  The  wa- 
ter is  obtained  from 
the  crystal  stream  run- 
ning in  front  of  the 
cellar.  When  within 
one  foot  of  being  full 
the  man-liole  is  closed, 
leaving  only  a  glass 
tube  open  for  the  gas 
to  escape  into  ajar  of 
water.  This  mass  is 
suffered  to  ferment 
from  five  to  ten  days. 
When  it  has  suffi- 
ciently fermented  it  is 
drawn  off  into  the  res- 
ervoir already  men- 
tioned,   from    which, 

by  a  steam-])ump  throwing  one  hundred  gallons 
])er  minute,  it  is  pumped  into  a  reservoir  stand- 
ing outside  of  the  building  on  the  side-hill.  From 
thence  the  wine  is  led  to  the  different  cellars 
and  tanks.  This  wine  is  called  "  Ficquet,"  and 
is  used  to  make  brandy. 

The  above  is  the  process  used  to  make  first 
quality  of  white  wine  out  of  blue  gra})os,  but 
when  grapes  are  crushed  for  making  red  wine 
the  press  is  not  just  then  used.  But  the  crushed 
grapes  falling  from  the  gra])e-crushcr  into  the 
square  wooden  box  placed  under  the  crusher  as 
described,  are  taken — stems,  seeds,  skins,  and 
all — to  the  fermenting  vats  in  the  basement. 
Each  of  these  holds  -tOOO  gallons,  and  reaches  to 
the  second  floor.  In  the  head  of  each  of  these 
tanks  is  a  square  hole  through  which  the  grapes 
are  thrown  into  the  fermenting  tanks  below,  and 
the  product  is  red  wine. 

It  has  been  said  above  that,  for  making  white 
wine,  the  juice  runs  from  the  square  box  and 
press  into  tanks  below,  wlicre  it  is  left  to  settle 
for  several  hours.  It  is  then  drawn  into  a  res- 
ervoir sunk  into  the  ground,  from  which  the 
steam-pump  brings  the  imtst  into  a  tank  stand- 
ing on  the  side-hill,  from  which  it  is  conveyed 
into  the  different  cellars  by  3-inch  pipes  into 
the  4000-gallon  tanks.  One  of  these  tanks  is 
filled  within  18  inches  of  the  top,  as  already 
mentioned  in  describing  the  process  of  making 
red  wine.  The  fermentation  will  in  three  to 
five  days  be  so  violent  that  one  can  hear  the 
fluid  bubble  and  sputter  like  boiling  water.  It 
generally  requires  from  eight  to  fifteen  days  for 
such  a  tank  to  become  quiet.  It  then  begins  to 
clear  and  assume  a  wine  taste. 

Nothing  more  is  done  to  this  tank  till  Janu- 
ary, except  to  keep  it  constantly  filled  with  simi- 
lar wine.  Then  the  tank  is  tapped  at  the  bot- 
tom, and  the  wine  drawn  into  the  next  standing 
tank  in  the  following  manner :  A  hose  is  at- 
tached to  the  faucet,  {\,n(\  through  it  the  wine 
runs  into  a  reservoir,  from  which  it  is  pumped 
by  hand  into  the  next  tank,  which  has  been 
made  ready  for  it  by  clearing  and  sulphuring. 
The  emptied  tank  is  now  cleared  and  sulphured 


THE   TANKS. 

for  the  reception  of  the  wine  from  the  one  next 
below  it ;  and  so  on,  one  tank  in  each  cellar 
always  standing  empty  ready  for  the  contents 
of  its  neighbor.  By  this  means,  no  matter  how 
many  thousands  of  gallons  of  wine  are  to  be 
drawn  ofl",  only  one  extra  tank  is  needed.  The 
white  wine  is  drawn  ott'  three  times  during  the 
first  year,  twice  during  the  second,  once  during 
the  tliird,  and  then  it  is  left  in  the  tanks  until 
sent  to  market. 

The  process  of  making  "Champagne"  pre- 
sents some  peculiarities.  In  the  beginning  of 
February,  when  the  white  wine  is  first  drawn 
from  the  tank,  it  is  cleared  with  isinglass  or 
some  similar  substance ;  tanin  is  added.  A 
small  tank,  holding  3000  bottles,  is  then  placed 
in  the  basement  of  the  Fress-House.  This  tank 
is  filled  from  the  white  wine  intended  for  Cham- 
jtagne.  Then  the  required  quantity  of  rock- 
candy  is  dissolved,  thrown  in,  and  well  stirred. 
One  man  draws  it  into  bottles  which  are  corked 
by  another,  wired  by  a  third,  who  has  a  ma- 
chine to  help  tighten  the  wire ;  and  then  a 
fourth  man  hoists  the  bottles  to  the  first  floor, 
where  they  are  piled  u])  in  racks.  The  piles 
are  seven  feet  high,  and  eight  feet  long.  The 
bottles  are  laid  in  tiers  on  small  laths.  There 
are  six  avenues  between  the  piles,  which  re- 
semble walls,  made  of  bottles.  Here  the  bottles 
lie  for  two  or  three  months  till  the  wine  has  fer- 
mented. When  the  fermentation  is  too  vehe- 
ment— that  is,  when  more  than  eight  per  cent, 
of  the  bottles  are  found  to  be  bursting  they  are 
removed  to  a  cooler  place  in  the  cellar  below. 
This  checks  the  too  rapid  fermentation.  When 
the  wine  has  fully  fermented,  and  is  ready  for 
clearing,  the  bottles  are  put  on  racks  with  the 
neck  downward.  Every  day  they  are  shaken  by 
hand  so  that  the  sediment  may  settle  in  the  neck 
and  on  the  cork.     This  process  lasts  six  Aveeks. 

When  the  Champagne  is  perfectly  clear  in  the 
bottle,  and  the  sediment  is  all  in  the  neck,  the 
operation  of  disgorging  commences.  This  is 
extremely  difficult,  and  requires  an  experienced 
person.  The  "disgorger'  takes  the  bottle  in 
hand  carefully  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  sediment. 
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He  twists  off  the  wire,  the  cork  flies  out,  and 
with  it  all  the  sediment  which  had  collected. 
As  soon  as  all  this  has  been  jjOjiped  out,  the 
operator  places  his  thumb  on  the  mouth  of  the 
bottle  to  prevent  more  wine  or  gas  esca])ing,  and 
liands  the  bottle  to  a  man  who  stands  ready  to 
lill  up  tiie  bottle  with  the  required  liquid,  which 
is  dissolved  candy,  fine  old  brandy,  sherry,  or 
Madeira,  accordinj;  to  the  taste  of  the  customers 
at  the  place  where  the  Champagne  is  to  be  sent. 
If  it  is  to  be  sent  to  England  it  is  not  made  so 
sweet,  but  "  stronger."  When  filled,  the  bottle 
is  recorked  by  a  machine,  only  the  finest  corks 
being  used.  One  man  ties  on  the  twine  while 
the  other  fastens  the  wire.  This  done,  it  is  given 
to  the  person  who  affixes  the  labels.  Then  it 
passes  to  the  hands  of  others  who  wrap  it  up  as 
carefully  as  though  it  were  a  new-born  infant, 
and  pack  it  in  baskets  for  transportation. 

Attached  to  the  Press-House  is  a  machine- 
shop,  where  the  different  aj)paratus  are  placed, 
viz.,  a  steam-engine  with  double  cylinders,  a 
harge  steam-boiler,  which  has  pipes  leading  to  the 
distillery  about  300  feet  distant.  A  cast-iron 
pipe  is  also  connected  with  the  boiler,  and  the 
large  steam-chest  where  the  staves  for  the  tanks 
are  cured,  also  lumber  for  building  purposes. 
This  chest  is  30  feet  long,  4  feet  wide,  31  feet 
high.  The  green  redwood  staves  are  placed  in 
it  in  such  a  manner  that  the  steam  may  pene- 
trate between  the  staves ;  when  the  chest  is  filled 
steam  is  let  in  continually  for  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  hours.  At  first  the  water  running  out 
of  the  chest  will  be  as  black  as  ink,  then  gradu- 
ally it  becomes  clearer,  and  clearer,  till  it  is 
white,  when  the  staves  are  done.  When  taken 
out,  they  are  dry,  and  have  lost  nearly  one-half 
of  their  former  weight.  Not  a  particle  of  sap 
remains  in  them.  They  are  now  much  easier 
for  the  coopers  to  'sv'ork  than  unseasoned  wood. 
All  lumber  used  for  doors,  window  sashes,  etc., 
must  be  seasoned;  without  this  steam-chest  tlie 
Company  would  be  at  a  loss  to  supjdy  them- 
selves with  tanks  for  the  annually  increasing 
produce.  It  may  be  here  mentioned  that  the 
vine-growers  felt  considerable  uneasiness  as  to 
how,  and  from  where,  they  should  get  oak-wood 
for  making  the  required  barrels,  tanks,  etc. 
They  appointed  committees  to  report  whence  and 
how  to  import  staves.  Dalmatia,  through  Venice, 
and  Canada  were  recommended.  But  it  was 
all  too  expensive,  and  would  have  made  the  cost 
for  a  gallon  from  twelve  to  thirteen  cents.  Cali- 
fornia oak  is  too  porous,  and  will  not  do.  These 
facts  were  a  damper  to  the  vine-growing  interest 
till  Mr.  Harasztby  demonstrated  the  utility  of 
redwood  f(jr  tanks,  etc.  Having  foreseen  the 
difliculty  about  staves,  in  1851)  he  had  some 
small  barrels  made,  ap])liod  steam  to  them  by 
means  of  an  India-rubber  hose  from  a  brandy 
distill(!ry,  for  at  that  time  there  was  on  the  es- 
tate no  steam-boiler.  He  steamed  a  barrel  for 
an  hour,  tlicn  had  it  washed  with  clear  spring 
water,  and  filled  with  old  wine,  as  new  wine 
will  acquire  taste  much  readier  than  the  old. 
An  oak  barrel  was  filled  with  the  same  wine  at 


the  same  time,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  the 
wine  in  the  redwood  barrel  acquired  any  foreign 
taste.  The  wine  was  left  in  for  years,  but  it 
gave  not  the  slightest  taste.  Not  satisfied  witli 
this  one  test,  he  increased  the  number  of  his 
tanks,  etc.,  and  conclusively  proved  that  the  ex- 
periment was  perfect.  This  is  a  great  saving, 
for  the  redwood  abounds,  is  easily  worked,  and 
durable.  There  are  posts  planted  in  the  ground 
that  have  been  there  for  a  hundred  years,  having 
been  placed  there  by  the  old  priests,  and  they 
are  still  perfectly  sound.  The  cost  per  gallon 
of  casks  made  of  this  wood  is  three  cents. 

Next  to  the  steam-chest  is  placed  a  grain- 
mill,  which  grinds  the  barley  or  wheat  for  the 
horses  of  the  estate.  Much  wheat  is  used  for 
horse  feed.  This  mill  is  also  driven  by  steam. 
There  are  also  several  circular  saws  driven  by 
steam  :  these  are  used  by  the  carpenters  for  saw- 
ing lumber  for  building  purposes,  making  boxes 
in  which  to  ship  the  wine  or  grapes  to  market. 
In  this  building  are  placed  different  pumps  ;  some 
from  the  reservoir  to  the  tank  on  the  side-hill, 
others  to  pump  water  to  the  different  reservoirs, 
all  worked  by  the  ste,ani-cngine. 

In  the  Distillery  are  three  tanks  made  of  red- 
wood three-inch  staves,  each  holding  2300  gal- 
lons of  wine.  Tank  No.  1  is  on  the  lowest  floor  ; 
in  it  a  copper  steam-pipe  is  placed.  This  tank 
is  filled  from  tank  No.  2  by  a  valve.  No.  2  is 
filled  from  No.  3,  and  No.  3  by  a  cast-iron  pipe 
from  the  reservoir  on  the  side-hill.  When  all 
three  tanks  are  full  steam  is  let  into  No.  1.  In 
one  hour  it  commences  to  boil.  When  boiling 
the  alcoholic  vapor  rises,  and  passes  into  No.  2, 
in  which  is  a  copper  warmer.  The  wine  in  No. 
2,  surroiinding  this  warmer,  is  not  only  warm- 
ed by  this  but  also  precipitates  the  watery  parts 
rising  up  from  No.  2.  The  alcoholic  vapor  rises 
through  No.  3,  which  has  a  similar  warmer, 
which  again  warms  the  Avine,  and  precipitates 
the  watery  vapor  that  rising  from  the  first,  passed 
through  the  second,  and  entered  the  third  tank. 
Then  the  s])irit  rises  and  enters  a  globe  which  is 
surrounded  with  running  water.  Erom  the  globe 
the  spirit  descends  info  pan  No.  1,  and  on  these 
pans  cold  water  is  also  running.  All  these  pans 
and  the  globe  are  made  of  copper,  and  will  sep- 
arate such  watery  vapor  as  may  have  penetrated 
through  the  tanks  Nos.  2  and  3,  or  through  the 
globe,  so  that  the  pure  wine  spirit  will  run  into 
the  "worm,"  where  it  cools.  This  worm  is  220 
feet  long,  made  of  copper,  and  placed  in  a  large 
tank  filled  with  water.  The  spirit  runs  through 
this  worm. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  worm  is  a  tvibc  into 
which  the  spirit  runs  :  this  tube  is  furnished  witli 
an  "  Alcohometer,"  which  gives  the  exact  strength 
of  the  brandy.  The  brandy  comes  out  of  this 
tube  at  a  temperature  of  from  94°  to  70°.  •  When 
at  70°  the  wine  in  No.  1  is  let  out,  filled  from 
No.  2,  which  of  course  is  now  boiling  hot,  and 
begins  to  make  the  brandy  run  in  ten  minutes ; 
No.  2  is  filled  from  No.  3,  which  is  lukewarm. 
By  this  much  fuel  is  saved,  also  time,  for  this 
apparatus  can  make  1000  gallons  of  brandy  in 
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21  hours.  There  is  nothing  used  but  pure  wine 
for  making  brandy  or  "  Cognac."  The  newly- 
made  Cognac  is  put  into  kegs  of  25  gallons,  and 
transferred  to  the  rock  cellar.  Brandy  made 
with  steam  is  healtliier  than  if  made  in  copper 
stills ;  for  a  still  heated  by  fire  will  burn  the  iluid 
more  or  less,  or  at  least  will  give  it  a  smoky 
taste. 

There  are  at  present  six  cellars  excavated  in 
the  solid  rock.  Their  dimensions  are  12  feet 
high,  16  feet  wide.  The  tanks  stand  in  the  mid- 
dle, are  8  feet  high,  and  12  feet  in  diameter. 
The  length  of  some  of  the  cellars  is  140  feet, 
and  they  are  annually  lengthened  as  the  increas- 
ing crop  requires.  Their  temperature  is  G0°,  and 
seldom  varies  more  than  one  or  two  degrees  dur- 
ing the  year.  They  are  kept  very  clean,  nothing 
being  allowed  in  them  which  will  decay ;  for 
wine,  like  milk,  will  quickly  assume  any  foreign 
odor.  Whenever  a  barrel  is  emptied  it  is  im- 
mediately taken  to  the  machine-shop,  thorough- 
Iv  steamed,  washed,  sulj)hured,  and  rc])laced  in 
its  former  position.  The  cleanliness  of  the  cel- 
lars and  their  utensils  is  considered  so  important 
that  oil  lamps  are  not  used,  for  fear  that  the 
smoke  may  affect  the  wine.  Therefore  sperm 
candles  light  all  the  cellars. 

When  the  wine  is  considered  "  ripe"  enough 
for  bottling,  which  varies  from  three  to  five 
years,  according  to  the  quality  —  light  wine 
being  sooner  ripe — a  preparation  of  isinglass  is 
made.  The  very  best  isinglass  is  put  overnight 
into  a  dish  of  pure  wine  to  soak  ;  next  morning 
it  is  worked  up  to  paste  with  the  hand  ;  more  is 
added  to  form  the  thickness  of  cream.  This 
done,  it  is  taken  to  the  barrel  which  is  to  be 
cleared ;  a  tub  is  placed  before  the  barrel ;  a 
siphon  is  placed  in  the  bung  hole ;  from  six  to 
ten  gallons  of  wine  are  taken  from  the  barrel 
and  put  into  the  tub  ;  the  isinglass  is  poured  into 
the  whole  mass,  beaten  to  a  foam  with  sticks  or 
a  clean  chain.  This  foamy  substance  is  grad- 
ually poured  back  into  the  barrel,  whose  con- 
tents are  thoronghly  stirred  up,  so  as  to  be 
mixed  with  it.  The  bung-liole  is  then  closed, 
and  remains  so  for  twenty  or  thirty  days,  when 
the  wine  is  drawn  off  into  a  clean  barrel,  and 
the  same  process  renewed.  Some  wine  requires 
to  be  cleared  three  times.  Red  wine  is  cleared 
in  a  similar  manner,  only  that  instead  of  isin- 


glass fresh  eggs  are  used,  as  isinglass  would  in- 
jure the  color  of  the  red  wine. 

After  the  clearing  process  is  satisfactorily 
accomplished  the  wine  is  drawn  into  bottles, 
which  are  cleanly  washed  in  running  water. 
The  corking  of  the  bottles  is  done  by  machinery. 
The  best  corks  are  used  for  the  finer  wines ;  for 
much  good  wine  is  lost  in  many  establishments 
on  account  of  bad  corking.  An  experienced 
man  is  em])loycd  to  inspect  and  select  the  corks 
to  be  used.  From  the  corker  the  bottle  is  hand- 
ed to  the  man  who  wraps  on  the  lead,  then  to 
the  labeler,  then  to  the  person  putting  on  the 
paper  wrapper,  and  finally  to  the  packer,  who 
places  twelve  bottles  in  straw  in  a  box;  then 
twelve  boxes  are  placed  in  one  large  box,  which, 
being  bound  with  iron  hoops,  is  ready  to  be 
ship])ed. 

In  the  Vinegar  Factory  are  six  tanks,  holding 
1000  gallons  each.  The  inside  of  one  tank  is 
filled  with  vine-cuttings  loosely  placed.  The 
wine  destined  for  vinegar  is  let  into  tank  No.  1, 
where  it  stands  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  then 
drawn  into  No.  2 ;  and  so  on  successively  into 
the  whole  six,  always  remaining  twenty -four 
hours  in  each  tank.  Generally  in  one  month's 
time  the  vinegar  is  excellent.  The  temperature 
of  the  place  is  kept  at  eighty  degrees  by  means 
of  a  stove. 

Making  raisins  is  done  in  a  very  simple  man- 
ner. The  grapes  for  raisins  are  picked  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  when  they  are  free  from  the 
morning  dew,  and  carried  to  a  drying  establish- 
ment on  the  side-hill.  The  drying-pan  is  forty 
feet  long,  twelve  feet  wide,  two  feet  deep,  and 
is  made  as  follows:  The  hill  is  very  steep,  about 
an  angle  of  forty  degrees  ;  it  is  solid  rock.  The 
rock  was  excavated  the  above  length  and  width 
to  the  depth  of  four  and  a  half  feet.  In  this 
excavation  are  four  floors  built  even,  running 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  hill  upward  the  whole 
length.  These  floors  are  covered  with  sheet- 
iron.  On  the  surface  of  this  iron  red  gravelly 
clay  is  strewn  four  inches  thick.  The  grape- 
bimches  are  placed  on  the  pan.  During  the  day, 
when  the  sun  is  shining,  no  fire  is  used,  but  to- 
ward evening  a  fire  is  made  beneath ;  and  by 
this  means  the  pan  is  warmed.  There  being 
four  inches  of  clay  on  the  sheet-iron  plates,  the 
heat  is  gradual,  and  keeps  the  soil  warm  during 
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the  night.  Every  evening  the  pan  is  covered  |  under  the  weight  of  bounteous  Christmas  cheer, 
with  boards,  to  prevent  the  dew  falling  on  the  ;  and  of  all  the  glad  young  faces  on  which  the 
It  requires  from  twelve  to  fourteen    fire-light  flashed  none  was  more  glad  than  mme 


grapes 

days  before  the  raisins  are  ready  to  be  packed. 
Three  pounds  of  grapes  will  give  two  pounds  of 
raisins.    The  grave-vines  for  raisins  were  import- 


I  did  not  know  what  trouble  meant  in  those 
days.  There  was  a  strange  fascination  for  me 
in  reading  in  books  about  misery  and  heart- 


ed  from  Malaga  and  Smyrna.  As  vet  there  are  '  ache  — a  pleasant  luxury,  in  the  sott  tears  i 
but  few  raisins  made,  as  the  vines  are  just  be-  |  wept,  for  sorrows  so  far  removed  from  my  o^vn 
ginning  to  bear.     In  a  couple  more  years  there    life 


will  be  from  forty  to  fifty  tons  produced. 


THREE  LIVES. 

'■'■  We  meet  at  one  gate 
When  all's  over.     The  ways  they  are  many  and  wide, 
And  seldom  are  two  ways  the  same.     Side  by  side 
May  we  stand  at  the  same  little  door,  when  all's  done  I 
The  ways  they  are  many,  the  end  it  is  one." 


They  spoiled  me  a  little  because  I  was  the 

beaut\"^of  the  family,  and  they  were  all  l^roud  of 

No  one  would  guess  it  now.  but  in  my 


me 


youth,  when  these  eyes,  which  so  many  tears 
iiave  dimmed,  were  black  and  full  of  sparkling 
light,  when  roses  flamed  on  these  now  pale 
cheeks,  when  my  lips  were  coral  red,  and  my 
long  dark  hair  defied  comb  and  band  to  curb  its 
luxuriant  growth,  I  was  the  belle  of  the  coun- 


"  TN  our  course  through  life  we  shall  meet  the  try  town— the  centre  of  attraction  at  every  fete 
X  people  who  are  coming  to  meet  us,  from  and  festival.  The  discipline  of  my  life  lias 
many  strange  places,  and  by  many  strange  !  cured  me  of  vanity.  It  thrills  my  ]tulses  now 
roads;  and  what  it  is  set  to  them  to  do  to  us,  '  with  no  throb  of  the  old  pride  to  remember  how 
and  what  it  is  set  to  us  to  do  to  them,  will  all  he  I  cpieencd  it  once  ;  to  recall  the  perilous  pleasure 
done.''  I  of  being  followed,  and  praised,  and  sought  for: 

When  I  came  upon  this  passage  in  the  book  I  the  one  witlinut  wliom  every  company  was  in- 
was  reading  I  shut  it  up  and  fell  to  thinking,  complete.  It  is  fashionable  nowadays  to  make 
Somehow  the  words  carried  me  back  along  the  |  book  heroines  who  are  pale  and  reticent;  not 
wav  of  my  own  life — a  merged,  commonplace  handsome  till  some  inspiration  kindles  their 
highway  enough,  and  yet  not  without  some  eyes  and  colors  their  cheeks,  and  then,  all  at 
strange,  sudden  turnings  in  it,  which  made  me  j  once,  radiant.  My  beauty  was  not  of  that  kind. 
understand  what  the  old  Greeks  meant  by  Fate,  j  It  was  bright  and  positive. 

Mine  has  not  been  a  stirring  career  I  have  i  Of  course  I  had  many  suitors ;  but  I  was  not 
not  guided  boats  through  mad  seas,  tossing  white  !  easy  to  win.  I  was  reluctant  to  resign  my 
crests  of  defiance  to  a  threatening  sky  ;  I  have    proud  dominion  over  the  many  to  sit  ciuietly 


not  ministered  in  prisons,  or  nursed  in  hospitals. 
Yet  is  my  quiet  life  not  without  its  own  lesson ; 


down  at  one  man's  fireside.     Yet  I  was  no  co- 
quette; I  gJive  no  onrnnragement,  and  if  any 


not  without  its  temptations,  its  struggles,  its  were  disappointed  I  did  not  hold  myself  to  blame, 
hours  of  terrible  anguish  ;  and  I  have  thought  1 1  was  nineteen,  and  had  been  for  three  years  the 
it  might  be  a  good  employment  for  the  long,  '  centre  of  attraction  in  all  the  society  the  neigh- 
solitary  days  of  summer,  to  set  it  all  down  ;  i  horhood  of  Kemj)ton  aflorded,  before  I  had  ever 
that,  perchance,  sometime  when  the  mould  grows  j  allowed  any  one  to  approach  me  near  enough  to 
over  my  pulseless  heart,  and  my  faded  eyes  are  '  be  my  lover. 

closed  forever,  some  other,  tried  and  tem]ited  as  ,  I  hardly  know  now  what  it  was  which  moved 
I  was,  may  read  and  learn  that  the  right  has  its  me  when  Fred  Ilartright  came.  He  w.as  my 
sure  rewards.  If  they  are  not  always  of  tlwj  i  second  cousin,  but  he  was  an  or])han,  and  had 
earth;,  if  the  crown  is  eternal,  and  the  flowers  passed  most  of  his  life  away  from  Kemplon — in 
are  such  as  never  fade,  are  they  therefore  the  '  school,  or  traveling,  or  at  the  house  of  his  guard- 
less  worth  the  winning?  I  ian  in  New  York.  When  I  was  nineteen  he 
How  far  off  my  youth  seems,  and  yet  I  am  ,  came  to  Kempton  for  the  summer ;  and,  of 
but  thirty-five!  and  it  is  only  because  my  life  '  course,  with  the  tie  of  relationship  between  ns. 
must  be  measured,  not  by  years,  but  by  the  inci-  he  was  brought  into  constant  association  with 
dents  which  have  followed  each  other  so  fiist.  '  our  familv. 


that  I  seem  now  like  an  old  woman,  for  whom 
it  remains  only  to  sit  among  the  shadows  and 
wait  for  the  morning. 

Back  across  the  years  I  look  to  the  morning- 
land  of  youth.     I  see  a  bright,  happy  home, 


He  was  very  handsome.  I  think  it  ran  in 
the  Hartright  blood ;  my  mother  was  a  Hart- 
right,  and  I  took  my  beauty  from  her.  The 
Hamiltons  are  all  like  my  father — sturdy,  and 
brave,  and  true,   strong  to  work  for  God  and 


kind  parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  so  many  and  man,  but  wanting  a  little  the  Hartright  charm, 
so  merry.  Our  life,  in  the  pleasant  country  j  I  had  never  seen  any  one  like  Fred ;  never, 
town  where  our  home  was,  was  not  wanting  in  certainly,  any  one  so  graceful,  so  accomplished, 
variety.  We  had  society  enough  as  we  grew  so  gifted  with  that  rare  fascination  of  manner 
up,  and  the  great  hospitable  house  used  to  ring  '  which  makes  every  tiling  its  possessor  does  and 
with  gay  laughter  and  cheery  talk.  In  winter  j  says  seem  at  once  thoroughly  sincere,  and  the 
Yule  fires  burned  in  the  wide-mouthed  chimneys,  '  most  subtle  of  compliments.  Perhaps  it  was  no 
for  we  were  come  of  English  stock,  and  liked  to  |  wonder  that  we  attracted  each  other,  thrown  to- 
keep  up  good  old  customs ;  the  long  tables  bent !  gether  as  we  were  in  all  the  pleasant,  dangerous 
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!1 


intimacy  of  country  life — riding,  driving,  boat- 
ing, singing,  and  dreaming. 

When  he  asked  mc  to  marry  Iiim,  however,  I 
hardly  knew  what  to  say,  for  I  had  not  been 
thinking  of  him  in  that  light.  Pleasant  friend, 
gay  companion  he  had  been — nothing  more. 
But  when  I  listened  to  his  passionate  persua- 
sions; when  I  met  his  dark  eyes  so  full  of  plead- 
ing ;  above  all,  when  I  knew  I  must  be  all  to 
him  or  nothing — that,  if  I  said  no  to  his  suit, 
my  gallant,  tender  friend  would  go  away  from 
Kempton  forever,  I  began  to  think  how  sorely 
I  should  miss  him,  and  to  long  to  keep  him  by 
my  side.  Tiiere  was  something  veiy  fascinating, 
moreover,  in  his  intense,  earnest  way  of  making 
love.  No  one  had  ever  talked  so  to  mc  before. 
I  did  not  believe  I  had  ever  been  half  so  dear  to 
any  one  else,  and  I  thought  I  should  never  be  so 
beloved  again. 

Before  1  fairly  knew  it  we  were  engaged,  and 
while  I  passed  my  days  in  a  sort  of  charming, 
cooing  bewilderment  at  Fred's  side,  my  mother 
and  sisters  were  busily  at  work  upon  my  wed- 
ding outfit. 

It  was  September  when  our  bridal  vows  were 
plighted,  and  we  were  to  be  married  at  the 
Christmas  tide,  on  my  twentieth  birthday.  The 
three  months  inten'cning  were  long  enough  to 
show  mc  Fred  in  other  phases  than  the  gay 
companion  or  chivalrous  wooer.  I  began  to 
recognize  in  him  a  passionate  temper,  an  un- 
disciplined will,  a  jealousy  cruel  as  the  grave. 
Oh,  if  I  had  been  warned  in  time.  But  no  one 
seemed  to  mind  ;  only  my  grandmother  Ham- 
ilton said  to  mc  one  day — it  was  after  we  had 
quarreled  and  made  up,  when  she  was  there  on 
a  visit — 

"Remember,  child,  stormy  wooing  never  ends 
in  quiet  wedding." 

I  answered  her  cheerfully  : 

"Oh,  there'll  be  no  trouble  after  we  arc  mar- 
ried, grandma.  It  is  only  that  Fred  loves  me 
so  well  now  he  can't  bear  any  one  else  to  look 
at  me.  After  we  have  settled  down  into  the 
quiet  of  wedded  life,  and  our  mutual  trust  is 
strengthened  by  time,  it  will  all  be  different. 
We  shall  jog  along«just  as  other  people  do." 

Grandmother  shook  her  head. 

"If  you  could  build  a  great  stone  pyramid  on 
the  top  of  a  volcano  it  might  keep  it  under,  per- 
liaps — the  thing  would  be  to  keep  the  volcano 
still  till  you  got  it  buildcd." 

I  knew  what  she  meant.  She  thought  there 
would  never  be  peace  enough  between  us  to  give 
time  for  building  up  the  quiet  trust  of  which  I 
had  spoken.  With  my  nineteen-years-old  wis- 
dom I  smiled  at  her  fears,  and  thought  she  knew 
neither  Fred  nor  me,  or  our  love  for  each  other. 

And  indeed  there  was  something  fascinating 
about  those  very  outbursts  of  temper.  I  am 
not  sure  that  they  did  not  make  his  hold  on  me 
stronger  than  a  calmer  lover's  would  have  been. 
Not  that  I  liked  his  anger  or  his  injustice  ;  but 
the  tender  sweetness  of  making  up  seemed  to 
atone  for  all.  When  I  saw  him  at  ray  feet,  so 
humbled,  so  sorry,  so  fearful  I  would  never  for- 


give him,  and  so  certain  that  all  he  needed  to 
cure  him  forever  was  to  have  me  all  his  own, 
and  be  sure  that  no  one  else  would  dare  to  think 
of  me,  is  it  strange  that  I  was  ready  to  pardon 
all? 

I  have  wondered  since  that  my  mother  was 
not  alarmed  for  my  future  happiness  ;  but  she 
took  kindly  even  to  the  Ilartright  foibles,  and 
thought  all  Fred's  passionate  injustice  sprang 
from  the  fenor  of  his  love. 

So  I  went  on. 

I  remember  the  frosty  pomp  of  my  bridal 
morning.  An  early  snow  glittered  on  the  tree- 
boughs  and  whitened  the  road-side,  and  the 
bright  December  sun  struck  it  all  to  diamond 
sparkles.  Fred  was  ecstatic.  Never  had  bride 
been  so  lovely,  or  groom  so  blest.  No  doubt  or 
misgiving  troubled  him  —  there  was  no  little 
cloud  in  all  the  blue  sky  that  arched  smiling 
over  his  future. 

Did  his  rhapsodies  chill  me,  or  why  was  my 
heart  so  heavy  ?  At  the  very  last  a  vague  pre- 
sentiment of  evil  oppressed  me.  Still  I  felt  no 
inclination  to  draw  back.  I  thought  what  I  ex- 
perienced was  but  the  natural,  girlish  tremor 
which  overflows  in  some  in  bridal  tears,  but 
which  turned  me,  instead,  cold  and  still.  I 
spoke  my  vows  willingly,  and  with  unfaltering 
lips — i)ledged  myself  of  my  own  free-will,  and 
surely  the  contract  was  binding.  I  could  have 
no  right  to  com])lain  if  Fate  or  Providence  ex- 
acted its  fulfillment  to  the  uttermost  farthing. 

When  the  ceremony  was  over  the  chill  and 
gloom  were  uplifted  from  my  mood.  I  was 
happy,  as  brothers  and  sisters  and  friends  crowd- 
ed round  me  with  congratulations,  and  I  turned 
proud  eyes  on  my  handsome,  graceful  husband. 
;Mnny  a  time  afterward  the  bitterness  of  thoughts 
which  would  have  been  harsh  was  softened  by 
the  memory  of  that  hour — of  the  triumph  in  his 
eyes,  the  love-words  on  his  lips,  the  tremulous 
joy  of  which  my  own  heart  was  full. 

There  was  need  enough,  as  time  passed  on, 
of  tender  and  softening  memories.  My  grand- 
mother had  been  right.  Stormy  wooing  does 
not  end  in  quiet  wedding. 

We  lived  together,  in  outward  peace,  more 
than  three  years.  On  the  incidents  of  those 
miserable  vears  I  will  not  dwell.  Thev  are  mv 
secret — let  the  world  speculate  on  them  as  it 
may.  Both  of  us  were  wrong;  both  suffered. 
He  was  unkind,  exacting,  causelessly  jealous, 
needlessly  cruel.  I  was  defiant,  unyielding, 
not  ready  enough  to  forgive.  And  so  the  breach 
between  us  grew  wider.  If  any  child's  hand 
had  been  stretched  out  to  draw  us  together,  any 
baby  lips  had  smiled  for  us,  it  might  have  saved 
us ;  but  God  knew  best,  and  He  sent  no  such 
blessing. 

There  are  men  and  women,  perhaps,  who  could 
go  through  a  long  lifetime  together  in  outward 
harmony,  when  between  their  hearts  was  yawn- 
ing a  fathomless,  bridgeless  gulf  of  disunion  and 
discordance.  Such  must  have  cooler,  more  con- 
trolled, more  long-suffering  temperaments  than 
ours. 
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There  came  a  time  at  lagt,  after  months  of 
alienation — months  during  which  not  one  Avord 
had  been  spoken  between  us  that  the  necessities  of 
life  or  of  society  did  not  exact — when  Fred  enter- 
ed one  afternoon  the  room  where  I  was  sitting. 

It  was  a  June  day.  There  was  a  scent  of 
heliotropes  in  the  air.  I  remember  the  way 
every  article  of  furniture  was  placed — what  mu- 
sic was  open  on  the  piano,  what  book  I  held  in 
my  hand,  even  a  white  shred  on  the  carpet  which 
tormented  my  eyes  while  he  spoke. 

"I  have  something  to  say  to  you,  Margery." 

His  tone  was  quiet,  yet  with  a  certain  note  of 
resolve  which  made  it  forceful.  He  had  always 
called  me  Margery,  even  when  we  were  most  at 
variance  ;  but  it  seemed  to  me  his  voice  linger- 
ed a  little  on  the  name  now,  with  an  inflection 
that  made  me  think  of  old,  happier  times.  I 
looked  up  expectantly,  yet  with  a  cold  certainty 
at  my  heart  that  reunion  was  impossible ;  a  se- 
cret, bitter  determination  never  again  to  forgive 
him,  say  what  he  would.  But  he  had  not  come 
for  prayers  or  entreaties.  Looking  at  me  search- 
ingly,  he  said, 

' '  Do  you  remember  the  address  Charles  For- 
syth gave  us  in  his  last  letter?" 

Charles  was  our  cousin — his  as  well  as  mine 
— and  had  been  among  the  first  to  follow  the 
gold  rumors  to  California.  I  began  to  guess  at 
Fred's  intentions ;  but  I  rose  quietly,  took  the 
letter  from  a  desk,  and  handed  it  to  him. 

"I  have  made  all  my  arrangements,"  he  went 
on,  just  glancing  at  it,  "  to  go  out  to  California 
by  the  next  steamer.  I  shall  join  Forsyth.  I 
have  no  doubt  he  can  put  me  in  the  way  of  estab- 
lishing m3-self.  I  shall  go  in  a  week,  unless" — 
here  he  came  close  to  me,  and  looked  steadily 
down  into  my  eyes — "  unless  you  ask  me  to 
stay,  Margery." 

What  was  my  duty  ?  I  could  not  tell.  God 
forgive  me  if  I  judged  wrongly.  He  had  worn 
my  love  out,  if  indeed  it  had  ever  been  worth 
calling  love.  It  was  dead  utterly.  It  would  be 
a  relief  to  have  him  go — a  blessed  relief — if  I 
could  only  creep  away  into  some  solitude,  where 
the  world  would  forget  me,  and  find  rest.  Yet 
I  was  not  without  a  conscience.  If  I  had  thought 
any  reconciliation  could  be  permanent,  remem- 
bering my  marriage-vows  I  would  have  said,  stay. 
But  I  was  so  weary  of  such  trials  !  They  had 
been  made  so  often  and  so  vainly !  What  was 
the  use,  I  thought,  of  going  through  a  new  mock- 
ery of  forgiveness  and  promises,  and  those  mis- 
erable scenes  after  all  ?  So  I  just  said — and  I 
know  my  voice  was  cold,  for  I  felt  as  if  I  was 
turning  to  stone — 

' '  I  shall  neither  say  go  nor  stay.  To  talk  of 
any  influence  of  mine  over  you  is  an  absurdity. 
Do  as  you  choose." 

He  put  his  hand  on  my  shoulder,  and,  bend- 
ing down  a  little,  looked  into  my  eyes  with  a 
curious  expression  ;  hardly  tender,  yet  certainly 
not  harsh  ;  expectant,  perhaps.  I  wondered  if 
he  thought  there  was  still  any  magnetism  for 
me  in  his  toucli,  any  spell  in  his  eyes.  I  did 
not  speak. 


"I  wait,  Margery,  for  your  bidding.  Re- 
member you  are  deciding  the  whole  future  for 
us  both." 

"Did  you  not  understand  me?  I  will  take 
no  such  responsibility.  If  you  go,  you  go.  If 
you  stay,  you  stay.  I  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter." 

He  looked  at  me  for  a  moment  without  speak- 
ing. He  seemed  studying  my  face.  I  think 
he  read  there  a  resolve  sterner  than  his  own. 
He  drew  a  long  breath  at  last,  and  announced 
his  determination. 

"I  go,  Margery.  ~  I  shall  trouble  you  no 
more.  See  to  it  that  you  can  quiet  your  con- 
science as  easily  in  the  days  when  our  vows  and 
the  way  we  have  kept  them  are  brought  up  be- 
fore us  in  judgment  as  you  can  quiet  my  voice 
now." 

I  was  client.  I  might  have  upbraided  him 
with  his  own  offenses  against  our  mutual  com- 
pact ;  but  I  said  nothing,  and  I  tliought  my  si- 
lence magnanimous.  And  yet  a  few  words, 
even  of  reproach,  would  have  kept  him ;  for  a 
softened  heart  looked  out  of  his  lingering  eyes. 
A  few  words  then  might  have  saved  us  perhaps 
from  so  much  that  came  after,  and  I  did  not 
speak  them.      Was  it  fiite  ? 

When  he  liad  gone  out  of  the  room,  and  I 
knew  the  matter  was  all  settled,  I  felt  no  regret. 
I  tiiink  I  had  suffered  so  much  that  it  made  me 
torpid.  I  felt  like  a  frozen  creature,  with  only 
one  emotion — a  blind,  vague  sense  of  relief  that 
I  should  be  j)ut  uj)on  tlie  rsick  no  more,  should 
hear  no  more  bitter  words,  be  subjected  to  no 
more  npbraidings.  I  could  go  away — it  was  all 
I  craved — and  rest. 

During  the  week  that  yet  remained  before  he 
left  I  think  a  few  words  from  me  would  at  any 
time  have  changed  all  his  plans.  I  think,  now 
that  he  was  about  to  leave  me,  his  heart  yearn- 
ed over  me  with  a  sorrowful,  longing  tenderness. 
He  was  more  passionate  than  I — in  a  certain 
sense  more  cruel — but  he  was  at  the  same  time 
more  forgiving.  Besides,  his  nature  was  not  so 
hard — did  not  retain  impressions  as  mine  did. 
Our  three  years  and  over  of  perpetual,  miserable 
bickering  had  not  so  worn  jnto  his  soul  as  tliey 
had  into  mine.  It  would  have  been  possible  for 
him  to  forget — to  me  the  very  tenacity  of  my 
memory  was  a  curse. 

I  did  not  then  realize,  however,  that  he  was 
longing  to  stay,  waiting  and  hoping  for  some 
small  sign  of  concession  from  me.  If  I  had,  I 
think  I  should  have  yielded,  out  of  duty,  not 
love.  But  it  was  not  till  afterward  that  the 
truth  came  home  to  me — when  I  remembered 
the  long  looks  that  sought  my  face  with  a  speech- 
less entreaty,  the  slight  errands  into  the  room 
where  I  was  sitting,  the  little  cares  for  my  com- 
fort. All  in  vain.  I  responded  to  none  of  them. 
Silent  and  still,  cold  a.nd  impassive,  as  if  frozen 
to  stone,  I  sat  through  the  long  June  days,  with 
a  bit  of  work  in  my  fingers  for  a  pretense,  or 
some  book  which  I  never  read. 

At  last — it  was  the  day  before  he  was  to  go — 
he  spoke  to  me  directly. 
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"  I  have  spared  you  all  the  trouble  I  could, 
Margery ;  .done  as  far  as  I  could  without  con- 
sulting you  ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
tell  me  your  wishes  about  some  things.  Will 
you  stay  here  after  I  am  gone?  or  would  you 
prefer  to  go  to  your  father's  ?  I  have  invested 
money  enough  in  your  name  to  make  you  inde- 
pendent ;  so  you  can  choose  your  own  course." 
It  seemed  to  me  then  that  I  would  have  died 
before  I  would  have  remained  after  he  went  away 
in  his  house.  I  thought  food  bought  with  his 
money  would  choke  me  if  I  should  be  starving. 
I  waited  a  moment  till  I  could  speak  quietly. 

"Thank  you,"  I  said,  as  I  would  have  an- 
swered a  stranger.  "I  shall  not  care  to  stay 
here.  My  plans  for  the  future  are  all  made.  I 
should  wish  to  get  away  from  Kempton,  and  I 
shall  go  to  my  grandmother  Hamilton.  She 
will  be  glad  of  my  company.  I  should  prefer 
that  you  would  withdraw  the  investments  you 
mention.  I  shall  never  use  them.  The  money 
my  father  settled  on  me  at  my  marriage  will  suf- 
fice for  all  my  necessities.  I  think  it  might  be 
well  to  leave  your  attorney  the  care  of  letting 
this  house,  furnished.  It  would  be  an  easy  man- 
ner of  disposing  of  it.  I  shall  remove  all  my 
personal  effects  as  soon  as  you  are  gone.  "While 
you  staid  1  thought  it  but  right  to  continue  my 
superintendence  of  the  housekeeping,  that  you 
might  not  be  uncomfortable." 

I  looked  back  to  my  book  for  a  sign  that  the 
conversation  was  ended,  but  still  he  stood  there 
and  looked  at  me. 

"Wiio  are  you?"  he  cried,  after  a  moment, 
in  a  raised,  passionate  tone.  "You  are  not 
Margery  Hamilton,  the  impulsive,  thoughtless, 
gay  Margery  I  loved  and  won — the  Margery 
that  used  to  love  me ! " 

"No,  I  am  not  Margery  Hamilton.  There 
is  a  difference  between  her  and  Mrs.  Hartright. 
You  should  know  me,  for  I  am  what  you  have 
made  me." 

He  Avent  out,  muttering  between  his  teeth 
something  which  I  did  not  hear. 

The  next  day  he  went  away.  I  think,  at  the 
very  last,  it  took  all  his  ])ride  to  sustain  him, 
and  make  him  go.  After  all,  he  was  better  than 
I — his  heart  was  warmer  and  tenderer.  I  know 
my  hand  was  cold  when  he  touched  it.  My 
eyes  looked  stonily  into  his.  I  manifested  no 
trace  of  emotion,  because  I  felt  none.  The  very 
fountains  of  my  being  seemed  frozen  up.  Else, 
surely,  the  despairing  tenderness  that  looked  so 
wistfully  out  of  his  eyes  would  have  moved  me 
to  some  throb  of  pity.  I  think  until  the  very 
last  the  hope  had  not  quite  failed  him  that  I 
would  relent,  and  ask  him  to  stay.  When  he 
saw  no  softening  in  the  cold  resolve  of  my  face 
he  spoke  his  farewell. 

"  Good-by,  Margery,  wife.  We  shall  nevfer 
meet  again,  perhaps.  Mav  God  forgive  its 
both!" 

"Amen  !"  I  said,  solemnly,  for  in  that  prayer 
at  least  my  whole  heart  joined. 

Then  he  went.     The  long,  sad  experiment 
was  over.     I  was  a  wife,  and  yet  no  wife. 
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That  was  morning.  Before  noon  every  thing 
which  I  M'ished  to  remove  was  packed  and  sent 
to  the  railroad  station.  I  did  not  go  home.  I 
did  not  know  whether  my  family  knew  any  thing 
of  Fred's  departure.  They  surely  had  heard 
nothing  from  me ;  and  I  could  not  have  borne  to 
see  them  just  then.  I  thought  it  would  be  time 
enough  after  I  was  settled  with  my  Grandmother 
Hamilton  at  Woodstock.  I  discharged  my  two 
servants,  locked  my  house,  and  sent  the  key  to 
my  husband's  man  of  business.  Then  I  turned 
my  back  on  Kempton. 

It  was  sunset  when  I  stood  before  my  grand- 
mother's door.  I  had  not  shed  a  single  tear 
when  I  parted  with  the  man  whom  I  had  vowed 
to  love  and  cherish  till  death  came  between  us — 
not  one  when  I  went  out  from  that  home  to 
which  I  had  gone,  with  such  bright  hopes,  a 
bride  ;  but  when  the  door  opened,  and  I  saw  my 
grandmother's  kind  face,  with  the  look  of  sur- 
prise blending  \\ith  her  welcome,  I  remembered 
how  helpless  and  lonely  I  was,  and  I  burst  into 
tears. 

"Will  you  take  me  in?"  I  asked,  amidst  ray 
sobs.      "I  have  no  other  refuge." 

She  did  not  say  a  word.  She  just  led  me  in 
silently  and  up  stairs  to  a  pleasant  room.  She 
untied  my  bonnet,  took  off  my  shawl,  brushed 
my  hair  away  from  my  face,  and  bathed  my 
eyes  very  gently.  Then,  in  the  twilight,  she  sat 
down  by  me  with  her  "Now,  child!"  and  I 
knew  she  was  ready  for  my  story. 

I  kept  back  nothing.  To  her,  at  least,  if  she 
was  to  give  me  comfort  and  shelter,  the  whole 
truth  was  due.  I  told  her  the  whole  sad  his- 
tory. She  held  my  hand  in  hers  all  the  time, 
and  when  I  was  through  she  did  not  reproach 
me.     She  only  said, 

"  Poor  Margery !  Poor  Fred  !  How  I  pity 
you  both!  Perliaps  your  coldness  was  as  much 
to  blame  as  his  passion.  I  think  the  most  love 
was  on  his  side.  He  could  have  gone  on  for- 
ever getting  angry  and  making  up ;  and  never, 
perhaps,  have  loved  you  a  whit  the  less.  But 
you  could  not  go  on  forgiving,  and  so  the  breach 
widened.  Two  natures  that  to  all  human  judg- 
ment never  ought  to  have  come  together.  How 
often  we  see  such  things  in  this  world !  And 
yet,  God  knows.  Some  day  we  may  see  how  it 
was  all  for  the  best." 

"Do  you  think  I  ought  to  have  said  'stay,* 
grandma?" 

I  asked  this  question  longing  yet  fearing  to 
know  her  verdict.  She  thought  a  while  before 
she  answered  me. 

"I  can't  say,  child.  As  we  grow  older  we 
form  our  opinions  more  cautiously ;  and  there 
are  some  cases  where  it  is  hard  to  lay  down  the 
rule  of  right  and  wrong  for  another  soul.  I 
think  he  wanted  you  to  ask  him  to  stay :  and 
tliat  he  would  have  staid  if  you  had.  But 
whether  it  would  have  been  any  better,  whether 
there  would  have  been  any  thing  but  the  old, 
miserable  scenes  over  again,  a  good  deal  move 
suffering,  and  then  separation  after  all,  I  don't 
know.     From  the  first  I  fear  there  was  want  of 
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forbearance  on  your  side,  and  want  of  love.  It 
is  too  late  to  change  any  thing  now,  unless  he 
should  come  back  and  ask  you  to  live  with  him. 
If  he  should  I  should  have  no  two  minds  about 
your  duty.  If  we  vow  a  vow  unto  the  Lord  we 
must  keep  it,  even  though  it  be  to  our  hurt." 

I  sliivered  inwardly.  I  thought  I  had  escaped 
from  the  fetters  of  my  rash  vow.  I  could  not 
bear  to  feel  that  they  had  yet  a  possible  hold  on 
me.  Perhaps  grandmother  read  my  thoughts. 
I  did  not  exi)ress  them.  I  only  drew  closer  to 
her,  and  whispered,  through  the  gathering  night 
gloom, 

"  Will  you  keep  me  ?     May  I  stay  with  you ?" 

"  Did  you  think  I  would  ever  send  you  away?" 
And  then,  when  her  soft,  kind  arms  took  me 
into  their  shelter,  I  cried  again  for  joy  that  my 
rest  was  won. 

The  next  day  I  wrote  to  my  father  and  mo- 
ther, telling  them  only  that  Fred  was  gone  to 
California,  and  begging  them  to  come  over  to 
Woodstock  for  all  farther  explanations. 

When  they  came  grandmother  saw  them  first. 
She  yielded  to  my  entreaties,  and  spared  me  the 
pain  of  telling  my  own  story  by  telling  it  all  in 
my  stead. 

When  they  saw  me  they  were  most  kind.  I 
had  always  been  their  darling,  and  I  know  their 
hearts  yearned  over  me  in  my  desolation.  They 
urged  me  not  a  little  to  come  home ;  but  at  last 
I  made  them  understand  how  trying  it  would 
be  for  me  in  Kempton,  among  all  the  old  scenes 
and  the  old  faces,  with  my  changed  prospects 
and  blighted  life.  I  think  my  mother,  with  a 
woman's  sensitiveness  to  public  opinion,  sym- 
pathized fully  with  my  feelings.  If  my  father 
did  not,  he  at  least  ceased  to  oppose  my  de- 
termination. So  my  life  with  my  grandmother 
began. 

What  a  quiet  life  it  was !  For  a  year  I  never 
even  went  home.  The  only  changes  that  came 
to  me  were  the  occasional  visits  of  father,  mo- 
ther, brothers,  and  sisters ;  and  they  always 
came  into  my  presence  with  hushed  tread  and 
carefully-modulated  voices,  as  one  approaches  a 
person  on  whom  a  great  sorrow  has  fallen. 

I  had  received  a  letter  soon  after  I  came  to 
Woodstock  from  my  husband's  attorney,  telling 
me  that,  by  Mr.  Hartright's  directions,  the  house 
I  had  vacated  would  not  be  let,  but  remain  al- 
ways ready  for  my  occupancy.  Also  he  inform- 
ed me  that  he  held  property  in  trust  for  me  to 
an  amount  which  I  knew  covered  more  than 
half  poor  Fred's  fortune. 

This  letter  touched  me  profoundly.  Fred 
haxi  been  so  generous  to  me  in  spite  of  my  cold- 
ness. Of  course  I  sliould  never  occupy  the  house 
nor  use  the  money,  but  it  moved  me  to  the  heart 
to  see  what  his  care  had  been  for  me  to  the  last. 

After  a  year  had  passed  my  mother  was  taken 
suddenly  ill.  Then,  for  a  few  weeks,  I  went 
home,  and  came  back  again  in  mourning  clothes, 
with  a  new  sorrow,  an  added  sense  of  desolation. 

Through  every  thing  no  words  can  tell  how 
tender  and  pitiful  my  grandmother  was.  I 
found  rest  and  strength  leaning  on  her  great 


strong  heart.    For  her  sake  I  struggled  for  cheer- 
fulness, and  learned  still  to  find  some  interest 

in  life. 

When  Fred  had  been  gone  two  years  a  letter 
came  from  Charley  Forsyth,  the  cousin  he  had 
joined  in  California,  to  tell  me  of  his  death. 
They  had  been  up  into  the  Indian  region,  Char- 
lev,  and  Fred,  and  two  others,  on  a  business 
expedition.  They  had  been  attacked  by  a  i>arty 
of  hostile  Indians  of  more  than  twice  their  own 
number.  For  a  while  they  tried  to  resist  and 
defend  their  property;  but  being  overpowered 
at  length,  Forsyth  and  one  of  his  companions 
had  escaped,  leaving  dead  upon  the  fichl  Fred 
and  the  other. 

By  the  tone  of  the  letter,  the  pity,  the  tender 
sympathy  it  breathed  for  me,  I  knew  that  Fred 
had  kept  our  secrets,  and  that  Charley  never 
dreamed  that  his  going  to  California  had  been 
brought  about  by  any  alienation  from  mo. 

He  had  been  generous  to  the  last,  my  poor 
Fred !  He  had  loved  me,  and  he  was  gone. 
Now,  indeed,  my  heart  smote  me.  Ntiw  I  would 
have  given  worlds  to  have  recalled  the  obstinacy 
of  that  last  miserable  week.  Now  if  I  could  but 
have  gone  to  his  side  and  whispered,  •'  Stay." 
But  he  would  never  wait  again  for  word  of  mine. 
Those  thirsty,  far-oft"  sands  had  drank  hi^  blood. 
Savage  eyes  had  glared  into  his  dying  face;  no 
friend,  not  one,  had  whisj»ered  a  jTayer  on  which 
his  parting  soul  could  rise  towanl  heaven.  It 
was  not  love  I  felt  for  him  even  then,  not  the 
surging,  passionate  ovcrllow  of  a  woman's  heart 
that  I  could  have  given  him  ;  but  I  was  incited 
with  a  sorrow  so  intense,  a  pity  so  proAmnd, 
that  I  would  have  laid  down  all  the  rest  of  my 
life  only  to  have  spoken  one  tender  word  whicli 
he  could  hear.  Day  and  night,  without  sleep 
or  rest,  I  mourned  for  him,  sorrowed  over  the 
pitiable,  irremediable  past.  Again  I  believed, 
as  I  had  done  once,  that  he  loved  me  as  no  one 
would  ever  love  me  again  :  and  I  blamed  the 
poor  requital  I  had  made  him  for  all  tlic  pain 
there  had  been  in  our  lives. 

In  this  passion  of  self-reproach ful  sorrow  my 
grandmother  strove  after  a  w  hilc  to  comfort  me. 
She  let  me  grieve  unreproved  at  first,  for  she 
knew  that  wild  rush  of  misery  must  have  its 
way.  Then  she  tried  to  jxirsuade  me  to  see 
God's  hand  in  all,  to  believe  that  He  knew  how 
it  would  be  from  the  foundation  of  the  wf)rld ; 
that  it  Avas  His  will,  and  in  some  way,  in  the 
midst  of  sorrow  and  darkness,  His  work  was 
going  on,  making  our  souls  ready  for  the  eter- 
nal morning.  Perhaps  Fred  had  drawn  nearer 
to  Him  in  loneliness  and  sorrow  than  he  would 
ever  have  done  in  joy ;  and  if  human  love  and 
human  help  were  far  from  him  in  his  hour  of 
peril  the  Divine  arm  had  held  him  up. 

How  was  it  that,  wise  and  tender  as  her  words 
were,  they  sounded  so  hollow  to  mv  need,  so 
empty  to  my  longing?  Thev  seemed  not'  to 
touch  me.  I  listened  in  my  dumb  sorrow  as 
one  who  heard  not. 

Of  course  my  bereavement  was  generally 
known.      The  estrangement  between  me  and 
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my  husband  had  never  been  made  public.  Peo- 
ple luid  wondered  at  his  going  to  California, 
young  and  prosperous  as  he  was.  They  may 
have  guessed,  with  Yankee  shrewdness,  that  he 
was  unhappy  ;  but  all  certain  knowledge  of  our 
affairs  was  confined  to  my  own  family.  Every 
one  sympathized  with  me,  therefore,  when  the 
tidings  of  his  death  became  known.  Little 
thinking  that  I  had  never  expected  to  see  him 
again  in  this  world,  they  pitied  me  for  my  great 
loss,  and  eyes  and  voices  grew  softer  when  I 
came  among  them. 

I  had  been  withdrawn  from  society  before, 
and,  except  going  regularly  to  church,  I  con- 
tinued to  seclude  myself.  My  sorrow  brought 
me  but  one  new  friend. 

Six  months  before.  Parson  Weils,  the  good, 
kindly  old  man  who  had  l)roken  bread  for  forty 
years  in  the  clinrch  at  Woodstock,  who  had  mar- 
ried the  ciders,  ba])tized  tlie  children,  and  buried 
the  dead,  had  suddenly,  after  many  years  of  poor 
health  and  constant  suffering,  lost  iiis  voice,  and 
his  i)eople  had  beeii  reluctantly  obliged  to  ciioose 
his  successor.  It  was  with  their  old  minister's 
entire  approbation  that  their  choice  fell  on  the 
Reverend  Hugh  Walden. 

I  went  to  hear  him,  for  the  first  time,  a  little 
reluctantly.  He  was  young  I  knew.  Wood- 
stock was  his  first  parish.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
after  the  teachings  of  Parson  Wells,  enriciicd  by 
a  lifetime  of  experience,  this  young  man — who 
had  never  suffered,  who  only  knew  life  by  tradi- 
tions gathered  from  books,  not  at  all  from  gra])- 
])ling  with  its  verities,  standing  face  to  face  witli 
the  naked  souls  of  men,  in  moments  when  the 
sense  of  eternity  closing  roimd  them  rent  like  a 
tlimsy  veil  the  disguises  of  mortality — could  give 
us  nothing  io  feel.  Something  to  admire,  per- 
liaps ;  pretty  sentiment,  graceful  imagery,  a  rose 
or  two  to  gather,  the  whipped  syllabub  of  the 
banquet,  no  more. 
I  was  disappointed. 

I  can  see  him  now  as  he  rose  that  day  in  his 
pulpit — grand  yet  simple.  His  great  forehead, 
with  the  thin  brown  hair  scantly  shading  it ;  his 
eyes  earnest  with  the  depth  of  the  soul  looking 
through  them  ;  his  mouth  gentle  and  sweet  as  a 
child*s.  There  was  something  in  the  cadence 
of  his  voice  as  he  spoke  which  thrilled  me  as  no 
oratory  had  ever  done.  He  made  no  attempt  at 
display,  eitlier  in  matter  or  manner ;  but  there 
was  an  unconscious  eloquence  which  carried  his 
words  home.  I  knew  that  I  was  in  the  presence 
of  genius;  that  strange,  subtle  power  which  can 
dispense  sometimes  with  experience,  and  reveal 
to  its  possessor  depths  of  the  heart  which  no  com- 
monplace knowledge  of  a  lifetime  could  fathom. 
By  virtue  of  his  own  capacity  to  feel — to  enjoy 
and  to  suffer  beyond  the  measure  of  most  men — 
you  knew  instinctively  that  he  could  enter  with- 
out profanation  into  the  holiest  of  your  sorrows. 
And  yet,  feeling  from  the  first  his  power  to 
understand  and  to  sympathize,  I  felt  so  keenly 
also  my  own  anomalous  situation,  that  I  had 
held  myself  aloof  from  him,  even  as  from  others. 
When  he  had  called  I  had  never  seen  him.     It 


was  not  until  after  the  news  of  my  husband's 
death  that  he  made  a  visit  expressly  to  me  ;  and, 
my  grandmother  being  out,  I  was  obliged  to  re- 
ceive him  alone. 

I  descended  to  the  parlor  with  no  idea  of  con- 
fiding in  him.  I  meant  only  to  listen  to  his  con- 
dolences, and  endure  them  as  best  I  could.  I 
hardly  know  how  it  was  that  my  self-command 
fjiiled  me.  I  believe  I  was  drawn  on  partly  by 
my  sense  of  justice,  partly  by  my  need  of  pity. 
When  he  looked  at  me  with  such  compassionate 
eyes,  and  seemed  to  feel  so  much  for  me  because 
I  could  not  have  been  with  my  husband  at  the 
last,  as  if  that  were  almost  the  bitterest  droj>  in 
my  cup  of  woe,  I  felt  that  he  was  thinking  bet- 
ter of  me  than  I  deserved  ;  and  I  longed  to  have 
him  know  me  as  I  was,  and  speak,  not  to  the 
general  requirements  of  a  wife's  sorrow,  but  to 
tiie  particular  needs  of  my  own  soul.  So  some- 
how, I  hardly  know  how,  I  began  at  the  very  be- 
ginning, and  told  him  all. 

I  did  Fred  justice.  I  told  all  that  was  noble 
and  generous  in  his  nature ;  all  his  tender  care 
for  me  when  he  went  away ;  but  I  kcjjt  back 
none  of  the  misery  of  our  life  together.  I  poured 
out  my  whole  soul,  as  the  angels  of  resurrection 
may  read  it  at  the  last — the  wrong,  the  suffer- 
ing, the  remorse.  Words  can  not  tell  the  re- 
lief it  was  thus  to  anticipate  the  terror  of  Heav- 
en's final  sentence  by  submitting  myself  thus, 
with-  all  my  weary  burden,  to  the  judgment  of 
a  good  man  on  earth. 

"I  can  make  no  atonement,"  I  said,  fearful- 
ly, when  all  was  told.  "Dead  is  dead,  and  I 
can  not  undo  the  past.  Is  there  any  hope  of 
pardon  ?" 

How  his  voice  fell  on  my  ear — calm,  firm,  yet 
tender,  and  inexpressibly  sweet. 

"  If  our  hopes  depended  on  the  atonement  we 
ourselves  could  make,  where  should  we  all  be? 
Thank  Heaven  that  another  has  borne  the  bur- 
den of  our  transgressions.  There  is  forgiveness 
for  every  soul  which  claims  it,  even  the  worst. 
You  have  been  wrong  indeed.  A  hasty,  ill- 
advised  marriage  is  a  terrible  misfortune ;  and 
yet  marriage  in  marriage,  all  the  same.  The 
vow  voluntarily  assumed  is  binding.  You  should 
have  been  more  patient,  more  gentle,  more  long- 
suffering  ;  and  surely,  at  the  last,  when  he  waited 
for  your  bidding,  you  sliould  have  told  him  to 
stay.  But  the  error  is  past — the  forgiveness  is 
present.  We  shall  learn  in  time  to  thank  God 
even  for  sorrow  and  remorse  when  they  make 
us  feel  our  need  of  Him." 

Hitherto  all  my  grandmother's  tender  conso- 
lations had  been  powerless.  They  had  fallen 
unheeded  in  the  throbs  of  my  dull  heartache. 
But  in  Mr.  Walden 's  words  was  an  authority 
which'carried  them  home.  He  talked  to  me  for 
an  hour,  probing  the  innermost  depths  of  my 
secret  w^oe.  And  before  he  went  I  was  able  to 
pray  with  faith  for  forgiveness. 

That  interview  had  drawn  us  near  to  each 
other  as  months  of  common  acquaintance  could 
not  have  done.  When  soul  had  spoken  to  soul 
heart  and  mind  could  not  be  strangers. 
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There  was  a  year  and  a  half  after  that  of  | 
calm,   phicicl   friendship   hetween   us.      I   was 
scarcely  conscious  how  necessary  he  was  grow- 
ing to  me.     I  never  thought  of  the  possibility 
of  marrying  again.     My  first  marriage  had  been  j 
so  hopeless,  so  miserable,  had  ended  in  such  un-  ' 
told  bitterness  and  desolation,  that  I  forgot  I 
was  free,  and  only  twenty-seven. 

It  almost  friglitened  me  when  INIr.  Walden 
asked  me  to  be  his  wife.  It  was  a  day  in  early  [ 
spring.  Violets  were  opening  their  blue  eyes 
in  the  clefts — birds  were  singing  in  the  boughs 
— the  tender  green  of  bursting  leaf  and  spring-  j 
ing  grass  was  every  where.  AVe  went  out  to 
ramble  a  little  while  among  the  spring  sights 
and  sounds,  and.  walking  by  my  side,  he  told 
me  how  unconsciously  he  had  learned  to  love 
me.  He  had  looked  upon  me  at  first  as  one 
consecrated  and  set  apart  from  human  ties  by 
sorrow ;  but  with  his  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  me  I  had  grown  into  his  heart  until  he  knew 
now  that  I  held  in  my  hands  every  hope  of  his 
life  on  earth.  Could  I  love  him  ?  Could  I  stand 
beside  him  before  God  and  give  him  my  life  ? 

Then,  in  that  moment,  my  own  soul's  secret 
flaslied  suddenly  into  the  light.  This  was  love 
— this  that  I  felt  for  him — this  that  I  had  never 
felt  before.  For  me,  even  for  rue,  the  sun  of 
life  had  not  set.  It  was  spring  for  me  as  well 
jis  for  the  year.  After  my  long  winter  again 
would  come  song  of  birds,  and  blooming  of 
flowers.  I  turned  toward  him  and  stretched 
out  my  hands.  His  grasp  closed  on  them  firm 
and  fast.  "God  has  given  me  my  heart's  de- 
sire," I  heard  him  murmur— then,  to  me,  with  a 
half-jealous  eagerness, 

* '  Are  you  snre,  Margery  ?  Is  there  no  doubt, 
no  misgiving  ?  You  know  what  love  is  not — are 
you  certain  you  know  what  it  is?" 

Yes,  I  was  sure.  I  told  him  so.  At  last  I 
had  learned  the  sweet  secret — the  passionate 
bliss,  for  Avhich  every  human  heart  waits,  and, 
if  it  comes  not  in  this  world,  laments  as  for  a 
lost  birth-right. 

How  hapi)y  I  was !  What  a  day  it  was  that 
day!  Sitting  here,  thirty-five  years  old,  and 
all  alone,  again  its  glory  batlies  earth  and  sky 
—its  music,  subtly  sweet,  throbs  througli  the 
silence— its  bliss  makes  my  heart  beat  with  the 
old,  passionate  pulses.  I  was  too  happy,  per- 
haps. I  wonder,  sometimes,  if  to  every  life  is 
apportioned  only  a  certain  measure  ofjov— a 
cup  just  so  full— and,  if  we  drain  it  all  in  a  day 
or  a  year,  we  must  thirst  in  vain  forever  after 
for  the  magic  wine  ? 

When  the  sim  set  Hugh  went  liome  with  me. 
In  the  soft  sj^ring  twilight  he  led  me  in  front  of 
the  chair  where  my  grandmother  sat,  with  placid 
hands  folded  upon  her  lap,  and  the  silver  hair 
shining  softly  above  her  quiet  brow. 

"I  have  asked  Margery  to  be  mine,  and  she 
has  promised.     Have  we  done  well  ?" 

"Truly,  my  children,  I  believe  Heaven  made 
you  for  each  other.  May  the  God  vou  both 
serve  bless  you  and  your  love,  and  make  smooth 
before  you  the  paths  of  your  life  I" 


We  both  bent  before  her  as  she  rose  and  laid 
her  dear,  trembling  hands  on  our  heads ;  and 
her  blessing  made  us  feel  as  if  our  love  was 
holy. 

What  a  summer  followed  that  night !  We 
were  not  to  be  married  till  the  autumn  ;  for  I 
insisted— I  hardly  knew  Avhy  myself,  though 
afterward  I  felt  it  was  God's  guidance  —  on 
waiting  till  Ered  had  been  dead  two  years. 
Besides,  my  bliss,  just  as  it  was,  satisfied  me 
fully.  I  feared  any  change  might  mar  its  per- 
fectness.  Our  betrothal  was  kept  secret.  I 
wanted  to  escape  the  curious  comments  of 
Hugh's  parishioners.  It  seemed  to  me  a  bliss 
with  which  no  stranger  had  any  right  to  inter- 
meddle. I  dc  not  know  wh(Tther  any  one  com- 
mented on  our  being  so  much  together.  No 
one,  surely,  had  any  right  to  complain,  for  he 
neglected  no  other  duties  for  my  sake.  It  was 
only  when  his  day's  work  was  over  that  he  came 
to  me,  and  we  tasted  the  delights  of  full  confi- 
dence, love  unquestioned  and  unquestioning. 
I  found  again  the  youth  that  had  left  me  at 
twenty.  I  was  joyous  enough  to  sing  with  the 
summer  birds.  I  saw  bluer  skies,  brighter  stars, 
a  fairer  earth. 

So  the  summer  went  by  us  with  flying  feet, 
and  the  autumn  came. 

One  autumn  night  my  lover,  soon  to  be  my 
husband,  bade  me  good-by.  He  held  me  in  his 
arms  a  moment  and  left  some  long,  fond  kisses 
on  my  lips  wliich  fearlessly  kissed  him  back 
again,  for  our  wedding-day  was  nigh. 

We  had  been  sitting  at  the  door  together, 
and  after  he  was  gone  I  sat  there  still,  watching 
moon  and  stars,  and  thinking  how  hai)py  I  was. 
The  door  behind  me  was  open  into  the  sitting- 
room,  where  my  grandmother  was  alone  through 
the  twilight.  All  had  been  still  so  long  that  I 
started  Avhen  I  heard  the  sound  of  her  aged, 
tremulous  voice, 

"In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death." 

I  knew  she  said  the  words  to  herself,  musing 
among  the  shadows  on  the  night  to  which  she 
was  drawing  nigh,  and  without  any  thought  of 
me.  Still  they  struck  me  with  a  sudden  chill— 
a  sort  of  presentiment  of  coming  doom.  For 
the  first  time  I  remembered  that  I  held  my  hap- 
piness by  a  frail  thread  after  all.  An  accident, 
a  step  off  the  river's  brink  in  the  darkness,  a 
stroke  of  summer  lightning,  a  few  davs  of  fever 
—how  easily  could  my  world  be  made  a  blank ! 
Gone  was  the  glory  of  the  night.  A  cold  wind 
seemed  to  rise  from  the  grave-yard,  whose  white 
stones  I  could  see  gleaming  in  the  moonlight  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  away  and  blow  toward  me 
mockingly— menace  and  defiance  in  its  breath. 
I  rose  with  a  shudder  and  went  in,  closing  the 
door  behind  me. 

Soon  I  went  to  bed,  and  still  I  seemed  to  hear 
that  long,  defiant  blast,  blowing  up  from  the  rest 
of  the  dead,  keening  outside.  It  lulled  me  into 
a  strange,  unquiet  slumber,  visited  bv  troublous 
dreams,  but  from  which  I  did  not  "awake  till 
morning. 

All  that  forenoon  I  moved  about  as  one  un- 
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der  a  baleful  spell.  I  scented  trouble  in  the 
air.  I  knew  some  sharp,  sudden  stroke  was 
cominp^.  But  all  the  forenoon  the  house  was 
still.  Not  even  a  neighbor  broke  our  solitude. 
When  dinner  was  over  my  grandmother  went  to 
her  own  room,  as  was  her  custom,  for  a  little 
rest.  She  did  not  hear,  therefore,  when  a  visit- 
or came  to  the  door  and  asked  for  me. 

I  went  trembling  into  the  parlor,  where  he  had 
been  shown,  and  found  there  Charley  Forsyth. 
I  knew  him  at  once,  though  I  had  not  seen  him 
since  I  was  fifteen,  and  despite  the  bronzed  face 
and  heavy,  slightly  gri/zled  beard.  I  went  up  to 
him  and  called  him  by  his  name. 

"So  you  know  me,"  he  said,  as  if  surprised 
and  pleased  at  my  recognition.  ''I  thought  I 
should  have  to  tell  you  who  I  was.  I  have  come 
to  bring  you  strange  tidings.  Can  you  bear 
them — listen  to  them  calmly?" 

I  knew  then  what  he  had  come  to  say  as  well 
as  I  knew  when  all  his  story  had  been  told.  I 
shivered  witii  sudden  cold.  I  shook  in  every 
limb ;  but  I  shut  my  hands  tightly  on  the  arms 
of  the  chair  in  which  I  was  sitting.  I  xvonhl  keep 
still ;  I  wonld  hear  all  calmly.  I  would  not 
weep  or  cry  out.  1  could  not  speak,  but  I  mo- 
tioned to  him  to  go  on. 

"I  have  misled  you  most  cruelly,"  he  began, 
"but  most  unintentionally.  When  I  escaped 
from  the  Indians  I  believed  that  I  left  Frederick 
Hartright  dead  upon  the  field.  It  was  to  save 
my  own  life  that  I  fled  without  burying  him  ; 
but  I  thought  he  was  past  all  human  help.  I 
believed  this  until  three  months  ago.  In  a  jour- 
ney over  the  mountains  I  came  upon  him  face  to 
face.  I  had  heard  him  speaking,  and  knew  his 
voice  before  I  saw  him.  But  for  that  I  might 
not  have  recognized  him  perhaps,  he  was  so  ter- 
ribly changed.  There  was  scarcely  a  vestige  of 
his  old  self  about  him.  I  spoke  to  him,  and  he 
could  not  deny  his  identity.  He  had  escaped  in 
some  mysterious  way  from  the  jaws  of  death  ;  he 
said  it  was  by  no  wish  or  effort  of  his  own.  Since 
then,  knowing  that  I  thought  him  dead,  he  had 
lived  in  solitary  jjlac-es,  and  tried  to  avoid  every 
chance  of  our  meeting.  When  I  asked  why  he 
had  chosen  to  be  dead  to  all  the  world  I  could 
win  no  reply  from  him  except  that  so  far  he  had 
always  been  a  curse  to  every  one  he  loved,  and 
he  thought  the  kindest  thing  he  could  do  would 
be  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  and  darken  no  one's 
sunshine.  This  is  the  sole  confidence  he  ever 
bestowed  on  me.  I  do  not  know  whether  you 
and  he  are  alienated :  I  could  only  guess  it  from 
his  resolution  to  pass  for  dead  and  keep  himself 
out  of  sight.  I  had  meant  to  come  home  before 
— I  wanted  to  see  father  and  mother  once  more 
before  they  died — but  this  matter  hurried  me. 
I  made  my  preparations  as  rapidly  as  I  could, 
and  here  1  am,  to  set  all  right,  so  far  as  I  can, 
and  atone,  if  possible,  for  misleading  you  so  un- 
wittingly two  years  ago.  Cousin  Margery,  can 
you  forgive  me?" 

"  I  do  not  see  that  you  are  to  blame,"  I  forced 
myself,  out  of  justice,  to  say;  but  it  came  hard. 
What  an  awful  calamity  his  unintentional  mis- 


statement had  been  to  me  !  My  tongue  seemed 
to  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  and  it  was 
only  by  a  painful  effort  I  could  articulate.  I 
got  up  and  took  a  glass  of  water  from  the  table, 
and  drank  a  swallow.  Then  I  could  speak  bet- 
ter. 

"You  have  been  kind.  Cousin  Charles,"  I 
said  :  "  will  you  be  yet  kinder?  Does  any  one 
know  you  have  been  here  ?" 

"  No  one.  Fred  told  me  you  were  in  Wood- 
stock, and  I  came  here  without  going  to  Kemp- 
ton.  You  are  the  first  person  who  has  recog- 
nized me  since  I  set  foot  in  Connecticut.  I 
must  be  off  for  Vermont  as  soon  as  I  can,  and 
see  if  they'll  know  me  there.  My  heart  is  hun- 
gry for  a  sight  of  the  old  homestead,  and  the  old 
f\ices." 

"Will  you  go,  then,  without  seeing  any  one 
here,  even  my  father  ?  When  you  have  made 
your  visit  at  home  come  back  and  see  us  all.  I 
can  bear  better  by-and-by  to  have  all  this  talked 
over.  Just  now  I  want  a  little  time  to  realize 
it  myself,  and  know  where  I  stand." 

So  he  went,  and  all  the  dreary  afternoon  I  sat 
and  waited.  I  did  not  make  any  plans,  or  think 
at  all  what  I  was  going  to  do.  My  powers  seem- 
ed all  paralyzed  by  the  suddenness  of  the  blow. 
I  only  sat  silent,  and  thought  over  and  over  again 
one  terrible  thought :  it  would  be  a  sin  to  love 
Hugh  any  more ;  my  dream  was  over.  A  few 
times  my  grandmother,  who  had  come  down 
soon  after  Cousin  Charles  went  away,  spoke  to 
me ;  but  finding  me  disinclined  to  talk,  as  her 
way  was,  she  let  me  alone. 

Just  at  night,  when  I  knew  it  was  time  for 
Hugh  to  come,  I  went  out  and  walked  a  little 
way  along  the  path  to  meet  him.  Soon  I  heard 
his  quick,  glad  footstep ;  saw  his  face  wearing 
tlie  eager,  loving  brightness  of  meeting.  Slowly 
I  went  forward.  He  took  my  hands  and  bent  to 
kiss  me.  I  turned  my  face  away,  and  said — I 
suppose  my  tones  sounded  husky  and  strange — 

"  You  must  never  do  that  again,  Hugh ;  nev- 
er in  all  the  world!" 

"Never  kiss  you  again,  Margery!  and  you, 
in  three  weeks  more,  to  be  my  wife  I  Are  you 
mad,  my  darling?" 

"No,  I  am  not  mad,"  I  said,  drearily;  "I 
wish  I  were." 

Then  I  told  him  all  the  truth. 

AVlien  I  was  done  he  looked  into  my  eyes. 

"Margery,"  he  said,  "I  believe  Heaven 
meant  us  for  each  other.  Your  grandmother 
said  so  once,  and  she  is  a  good  woman.  Do 
j-ou  think  I  can  give  you  up?  That  man  does 
not  seek  or  claim  you.  He  has  been  away  from 
you  four  years  and  over.  You  can  get  a  divorce 
easily  enough ;  and  we  will  outride  this  storm, 
and  be  happy  yet." 

How  his  face  glowed — how  his  eyes  claimed 
me  with  loving  looks  which  thrilled  down  to  the 
core  of  my  poor,  quivering  heart !  Had  7  got  to 
do  all?  ]\Iust  all  the  courage,  the  renunciation, 
the  resolve,  be  on  my  side — and  I  so  crushed, 
so  weak  ? 

"  Have  I  not  heard  you  say,"  I  asked,  "  that 
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divorces  were  wicked  ?     Were  they  wrong  for 
others,  and  right  for  you  and  me  ?" 

His  foce  grew  pule.     He  looked  at  me  help- 
lessly— almost  hopelessly. 

"I  don't  know,  Margery.  I  have  said  di- 
vorces, save  for  the  one  cause  God's  law  men- 
tions, were  a  sin.  i3iit  I  may  have  judged 
wronglv.  It  seems  to  me  now  that  I  did.  I  can 
not  think  any  other  wrong  so  great  as  for  a  man 
and  a  woman  voluntarily  to  give  up  the  pure  joy 
which  is  every  soul's  birth-right  — blight  their 
lives — their  power  of  being  good  or  happy.  God 
help  me,  ^Margery!  I  don't  know  where  I  am." 
"Go  home,"*  I  said;  "go  now,  and  ask 
Heaven  for  counsel.  Come  to  me  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  tell  me  what  to  do.  Remember,  if  you 
are  my  lover,  you  are  also  my  minister — God's 
messenger ;  and  that  you  will  have  to  answer 
before  Him  for  the  way  you  guide  any  soul 
which  lays  its  life  in  your  hands." 

W^ithont  another  word  he  turned  away.  I 
listened  to  his  footsteps  going  slowly  and  sadly 
back  over  the  path  along  which  they  had  come 
with  such  eager  joy.  Then  I  went  in,  and 
kneeling  by  my  grandmother's  side  I  told  her 
my  story.     When  I  had  told  all,  I  said, 

' *  Grandmother,  must  I  give  up  Hugh ?  What 
is  right?" 

"  'For  the  woman  which  hath  an  husband  is 
bound  by  the  law  to  her  husband  so  long  as  he 
liveth.'" 

Solemnly  through  the  twilight  shadows  fell 
her  voice,  saying  slowly  those  Avords  from  the 
book  which  to  her  was  sole  authority  in  all 
vexed  questions,  all  doubtful  issues.  I  was 
answered.  I  only  sobbed,  half  unconsciously, 
from  the  depths  of  my  desolation, 
"It  is  so  hard!" 

And  then  I  felt  on  my  forehead  the  touch  of 
her  quivering  lips,  and  as  she  drew  me  close  into 
her  pitying  arms  she  whispered, 

"  It  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  He  doth  not  will- 
ingly afflict  or  grieve  the  children  of  men." 

With  the  morning  came  Hugh.  When  I  saw 
his  pale,  resolved  face  I  knew  what  that  night's 
vigil  had  taught  him.  I  told  him  the  question 
I  had  asked  grandmother,  and  the  words  of  au- 
thority in  which  she  had  answered.  He  looked 
at  me  with  eyes  full  of  an  unfathomable  misery. 
"She  is  right,  Margery.  Since  Frederick 
Hartright  lives  he  is  your  husband.  I  have  no 
right  to  urge  you  to  set  aside  your  marriage 
vow.  I  will  never  dare  again  to  say  what  is 
wrong  for  another ;  but  for  us,  let  us  choose  the 
safe  side.  Better  to  be  parted  here  than  to  buy 
this  world's  happiness  with  the  sacrifice  of  God's 
peace." 

How  could  I  describe  our  parting— we  who 
had  so  nearly  been  made  one  flesh  ?     What  last 


ing  eyes  of  the  merciful  Father  can  ever  read. 
Let  rne  pass  briefly  over  the  agony  of  that  hour. 
In  two  weeks  Hugh  had  resigned  his  ])arish 
and  left  Woodstock.  His  reasons  no  one  knew: 
but,  reluctant  as  were  his  people  to  part  with 
him,  they  found  his  resolution  unalterable. 

He  went,  and  even  I  knew  nothing  of  his  des- 
tination. We  felt  it  right  to  separate  utterly, 
to  bridge  the  gulf  between  us  with  no  knowl- 
edge. I  never  expected  to  hear  from  him  again. 
I  knew  I  should  not  die.  I  expected  to  live, 
and  I  knew  my  one  duty  was  to  forget.  For 
him,  he  had  his  work  in  life,  and  I  believed  he 
would  do  it.  He  might  live  till  he  was  old  and 
gray.  I  had  faith  that  he  would  live  well ;  and 
I  believed  that  I  should  know  him,  despite  all 
the  scars  and  changes  of  his  life,  when  we  should 
meet  in  the  far  "Silent  Land — the  boundless 
regions  of  all  perfection," 

I  was  unutterably  thankful  w  hen  he  was  pone. 
It  seemed  to  nie  that  I  cotilil  not  have  borne  my 
fate  if  he  had  staid  where  1  must  see  liini,  hear 
his  voice,  breathe  the  same  air.  He  l)eing  pone, 
there  was  more  hope,  I  ( ould  bury  the  two 
years  I  had  known  him  in  my  heart ;  and  in 
time  kind  Heaven  might  lend  me  aid  to  sot  a 
watch  upon  memory,  and  roll  a  .stone  to  the 
door  of  my  sc))ulchre. 

Charley  Forsyth  did  not  come  back.  Some 
business  call  hurried  him  away  to  California, 
and  no  one  in  Woodstock,  save  my  grandnu)- 
thcr,  knew  the  secret  he  had  told  nie — knew 
that  my  husband  was  alive  in  this  world. 

On  Christmas  there  came  to  me  a  letter. 
Eight  years  ago  that  day  I  had  spoken  my 
bridal  vows.  It  was  a  strange  coincidence 
which  brought  mc  that  letter  on  this  very  day. 
I  knew  the  moment  I  looked  at  the  cover  that 
it  was  from  Fred.  ]\Iy  heart  beat  suflocatinply. 
My  hand  trembled  so  I  could  hardly  break  the 
seal ;  but  somehow  I  had  strength  to  read  its 
contents.  It  almost  broke  my  heart,  it  was  so 
touching,  so  penitent.  I  had  been  as  much  to 
blame  in  the  ])ast  as  he,  but  he  took  all  the 
blame  to  himself.  He  told  mc  how  well  he 
had  loved  me.  and  how  hard  he  had  tried,  for 
the  sake  of  my  ])eace,  to  live  away  from  me. 
He  had  been  silent,  he  said,  until  it  seemed  to 
him  the  burden  of  his  misery  was  greater  than 
he  could  bear.  Pcrliajjs  he  should  still  have 
kept  silence,  for  my  sake,  if  he  had  not  known 
that  I  would  hear  from  Forsyth  that  he  was 
alive.  He  was  hungry  and  thirsty  fur  my  love; 
it  was  the  only  hope  earth  held  fj'r  him.  Still, 
until  he  heard  from  me  he  would  not  come. 
He  knew  that  for  two  years  I  had  thought  him 
dead ;  perhaps,  so  thinking,  I  had  formed  some 
new  tie.  If  so,  I  need  not  write  to  tell  him. 
Not  hearing  from  me,  he  would  know  his  fate, 

But  if  I  was  still  his 


uFuus  imperrect  lite  shall  be  woven  again  into  i  could  for  the 
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so  near  unconsciously  committing.  A  love  en- 
tered into  my  soul  for  Fred,  deep  and  tender 
beyond  words ;  not  such  a  love  as  I  could  liave 
given  Hugh  Walden.  but  a  tenderness  pure  and 
passionless,  heightened  by  remorse,  intensified 
by  i)ity.     I  wrote  him  only  these  words : 

"  Eight  years  ago  to-day  I  became  your  wife.  I  am 
your  wife  still.     Corae." 

When  I  showed  my  grandmother  his  letter 
and  my  answer  she  looked  at  me  with  tears  in 
her  kind  eyes  as  she  said, 

"You  have  done  right,  child.  That  is  your 
work  in  life.  God  will  help  and  strengthen  you 
to  make  Fred  happy." 

With  the  spring  he  came.  His  wounds  and 
exposures,  his  desolate,  uncared-for  life,  had  told 
on  him  fearfidly.  His  fjice  retained  few  traces 
of  its  once  fascinating  charm.  A  worn,  prema- 
turely old  man  he  came  back  to  me,  and  I  gave 
him  welcome.  I  had  resolved,  in  the  strength 
of  God,  that  no  coMness  of  mine  should  ever 
chill  him:  he  should  never  be  disaj)pointcd  in 
me.  Whatever  pain  my  life  held  I  would  bear 
alone ;  and  the  remnant  of  his  years  I  would 
make  ha])py. 

There  was  something  strangely  touching  in 
the  change  which  had  been  wrought  in  him. 
The  passionate  temper,  the  hauglity,  indomita- 
ble will,  where  were  they  ?  Sometimes  I  longed 
to  see  him  assert  himself  with  a  little  of  the  old 
domineering  sway  ;  but  it  never  came.  When 
I  expressed  my  desire  to  continue  to  live  with 
grandmother  he  made  no  objection,  but  sold 
the  house  in  Kempton,  which  had  remained  un- 
occu))ied  ever  since  he  went  away. 

And  so  we  lived  on  together  quietly  for  two 
years,  we  three.  I  think  I  did  make  Fred's  life 
ha])py.  I  do  not  think  he  missed  any  thing 
from  my  love.  Do  you  ask  if  my  own  lot  was 
wretched?  I  think  nothing  but  willful  sin  can 
utterly  darken  my  life.  Tiiere  was  one  fount- 
ain in  my  nature,  tlie  purest  and  sweetest  per- 
haps, sealed  up.  Never  more  would  its  briglit 
waters  leap  and  sj^arkle  in  the  sunsliine.  But 
there  was  much  left  to  enjoy.  It  is  impossible 
to  be  quite  miserable  while  one  works  unselfish- 
ly for  others.  My  grandmother  was  growing 
feeble,  and  I  found  occupation  enough  in  nurs- 
ing her  and  attending  to  Fred.  I  had  no  time 
for  profitless  musings. 

There  came  a  night  at  last  when  I  was  sum- 
moned by  a  sharp,  sudden  cry  of  pain.  It  broke 
through  the  stillness  of  my  first  slumbers,  and  I 
sprang  up  and  hurried  to  my  grandmother's  bed- 
side. I  saw  at  once  that  she  was  very  ill,  and 
dispatched  Fred  for  a  physician.  A  few  days 
followed  of  intense  suffering,  borne  with  saintly 
patience.  Just  at  the  last  she  was  a  little  easier. 
I  sat  by  her  side,  and  she  beckoned  me  to  place 
my  ear  to  her  lips.     Faintly  she  whispered, 

"You  have  done  right.  Be  good  to  Fred, 
and  God  will  be  good  to  you." 

Those  were  her  last  words,  her  benediction, 
her  farewell.  The  long-suffering  soul  was  at 
peace.  The  willing  hands  would  do  no  more 
work  for  God  or  man.     The  kindly  heart  had 


[  throbbed  with  its  last  impulse  of  human  charity. 
She  could  rest  now. 

I  think  Fred  mourned  for  her  almost  as  sin- 
cerely as  I  did.  At  any  rate  he  symjjathized 
most  tenderly  with  my  sorrow. 

I  redoubled  my  devotion  to  him,  now  that  I 
had  no  one  else  to  care  for.  And  there  was 
need  of  it ;  for  month  by  month  I  saw  that  he 
was  wasting  away.  His  desolate  years  had  done 
their  slow,  sure  work.  Oh,  with  what  bitter 
pangs  of  remorse  I  watched  him  !  How  gladly 
I  would  have  laid  down  my  life  to  save  his !  I 
never  could  forget  that  I  had  refused  to  ask  him 
to  stay  when  he  had  waited  for  my  bidding,  and 
I  knew  how  much  that  olistinacy  had  cost  us 
both.  Sometimes,  at  his  expressions  of  affec- 
tion, I  felt  such  a  torturing  sense  of  unworthi- 
ness  as  I  could  hardly  bear.  Tin'ough  all  he 
had  been  faithful  to  me — had  loved  me  entirely. 
Sometimes  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  only  ease 
for  my  heart  must  he  to  pour  it  out  at  his  feet — 
as  if  I  )iinst  tell  him  all  that  I  had  felt  or  die. 
Then  it  seemed  to  me  that  would  be  but  anoth- 
er form  of  sellishness.  To  tell  him  that  I  had 
loved  another  would.be  to  ])ut  it  out  of  my  power 
to  make  him  hap])y.  For  the  sake  of  easing  my 
own  heart  I  had  no  right  to  lay  its  burden  on 
hiui.  The  least  I  could  do  was  to  leave  him 
the  happiness  of  believing  in  my  love. 

Thank  Heaven  he  did  believe  in  it,  and  so  I 
was  able  to  comfort  liim  to  the  last.  All  through 
the  months  of  his  slow  decline  I  watched  by  his 
side.  It  was  pitiful  to  see  how  he  clung  to  me. 
It  seemed  to  be  the  one  agony,  which  nothing 
could  soothe  away,  that  he  must  leave  me. 
Looking  into  my  face  with  those  great,  mourn- 
ful eyes,  full  of  unutterable  meaning,  he  would 
break  the  silence  with  his  longing  cry : 

''Oil,  if  you  could  only  go  with  me,  Margery! 
How  shall  I  live  again  without  you  ?  I  have 
known  what  that  is." 

I  tried  to  lead  him  to  the  higher  love  that 
could  never  fail  him  ;  but  still  he  clung  to  me 
until  the  very  last  hour  of  his  life.  Did  he  see 
in  that  final  hour  some  strange,  soul-subduing 
glimpse  of  the  heavenly  glory?  Who  can  tell? 
I  only  know  that  with  a  new  light  breaking  sea- 
like and  radiant  into  his  eyes  he  cried : 

"Margery,  I  am  going  from  you  to  Him.  His 
love  is  tender,  and  in  His  presence  is  fullness 
of  joy.  ]\Iargery,  wife,  darling.  His  hands  are 
outstretched — I  have  no  fear.  Kiss  me  now. 
Let  me  carry  your  kiss  where  I  am  going." 

I  bent  over  him,  and  pressed  my  lips  to  his 
in  a  passion  of  love  and  woe.  Just  then  how 
dear  he  was  !  It  seemed  to  me  I  could  not  give 
him  up.  I  would  have  held  him  back  from 
death  in  my  arms,  or  died  for  him.  But  God 
took  him.  Even  then,  with  my  kiss  thrilling 
on  his  lips,  my  anns  clinging  to  him,  his  soul 
went  out — into  the  infinite  spaces. 

A  strange  peace  came  to  me  as  he  lay  there 
dead.  I  felt  as  certain  as  of  my  own  existence 
that  he  knew  all  now — held  the  secret  I  had 
kept  from  him  for  his  own  sake  only,  and  had 
forgiven  me.    The  smile,  that  last  sweetest  smile 
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of  all,  frozen  upon  his  dead  lii)s,  calmed  mc  and 
comforted  me,  almost  as  if  I  had  heard  him  sjjeak 
my  pardon.  And  indeed,  if  he  could  read  my 
hciirt  now,  he  must  have  known  witli  what  late 
tenderness  it  was  swelling;.  He  was  my  hus- 
band, lie  had  loved  me  well  and  faithfully, 
and  he  was  dead.  Did  not  every  claim  he  had 
upon  my  love  assert  itself?  Did  I  fail  to  re- 
member his  generosity  when  he  left  mc — his 
changeless  constancy  tlirough  all  those  years  of 
scjtaration,  his  ])atient  tenderness  since? 

On  his  grave  I  ])lanted  roses  and  violets.  To 
me  it  was  a  shrine.  I  went  there  for  my  holiest 
communings  with  the  world  where  he  was. 

Six  mouths  after  he  left  me  there  came  a 
packet  directed  in  an  unfamiliar  hand.  It  was 
l)Ostmarked  at  a  "Western  city.  I  broke  it  open, 
and  saw  a  letter  directed  to  mc  in  Hugh  Wal- 
den's  writing,  and  with  it  a  notice  of  his  death, 
and  a  few  lines  in  the  stranger  hand  telling  me 
how  he  died.  In  his  ministrations  among  the 
sick  he  had  taken  a  malignant  fever,  and  in 
three  days  after  first  sending  for  a  physician 
was  dead.  Tiie  inclosed  letter  had  been  found 
among  his  papers,  with  a  request  that  it  should 
be  sent  to  me.  A  few  more  lines  there  were — 
a  tribute  to  his  usefulness  and  self-sacrificing 
devotion,  a  lament  for  his  loss. 

Then  I  opened  his  letter.  It  was  as  if  his 
soul  spoke  again  to  mine  when  I  read  it : 

"M;u-gery,  I  sliould  not  write  you  these  Avords  did  I  not 
know  that  your  hu:iband  is  dead,  and  that  your  hearing 
from  me  once  more  can  give  pain  to  no  mortal.  You  have 
never  lieard  from  me  in  the  long  silent  years  ^^  hich  liave 
fallen  betwixt  us;  but  I  liave  found  means  to  inform  my- 
self, fi'om  time  to  time,  of  your  welfare.  I  know  that  you 
have  done  your  duty  in  God's  fear. 

"When  I  heard  that  you  were  free,  a  fond  sweet  hope 
stole  into  my  heart — Heaven  forgive  me  if  it  was  sin— of 
some  day  standing  once  more  by  your  side,  looking  again 
into  your  eyes,  heaiing  again  your  well-loved  voice.  1 
know  the  sad  years  have  changed  you.  Your  eyes  would 
not  b3  so  h-  ight ;  perhaps  there  is  silver  in  your  hair.  I 
think  you  wouUl  not  have  been  less  beautiful  to  me  if  I 
had  lived  to  come  to  you.  But  God  knew  best.  I  was 
doing  His  Avork  when  I  breathed  in  this  fever  that  is  kill- 
ing me.  There  is  no  hope.  Wlitn  I  have  finished  tliis 
letter  I  shall  send  for  a  physician.  I  would  not  send  for 
one  before  lest  he  should  forbid  the-e  last  words  to  you. 
But  I  know  I  shall  never  get  well.  I  pray  only  for  strength 
to  write  a  few  lines  more. 

"I  am  not  Fony  to  be  called  home.  God  judges  right. 
1  dare  not,  if  I  could,  choose  even  the  joy  of  life  with  you 
before  the  blessedness  of  His  rest.  And  yet,  Margery,  my 
heart  cling->  to  you.  "With  this  fever  biuT.ing  in  my  veins, 
shimming  in  my  head,  I  can  not  say  what  I  mouM.  Only 
this,  darling,  in  this  hour  of  uttermost  peril,  Avhen  ver>' 
soon  my  s;iul  will  stand  before  God,  /  knoru  ire  did  riciht. 
It  is  only  a  little  life,  this  one  of  toil  and  waiting— the  life 
cornea  sifter  that  will  never  end.  Since  I  left  you  I  have 
t-triven  to  do  God's  work  among  the  sick  and  needy— His 
poor  cliildren.  You  have  done  it  too,  in  your  Avay;  ami 
now  for  me  is  the  end,  tlie  rest — for  you,  waiting.  But 
not  for  long,  not  long.  Soon  for  you,  too,  will  the  light 
br4!ak  over  tlio  e'ernal  mountains.  It  grows  dark — n)y 
tiglit  is  dim.     Mai-gery,  my  sours  Margery,  good-by!" 

The  last  lines  were  written  in  a  cramped,  ir- 
regular hand,  as  by  f)no  who  could  not  see.  Do 
you  think  I  can  tell  you  how  I  felt  as  I  read 
them?  Is  tlicrc  any  language  which  translates 
heart-boats? 

I  recognized  God's  hand,  and  I  was  content 


that  so  that  beloved  life  should  end.  In  this 
world  I  could  never  see  him  again.  Hand  to 
hand,  lip  to  lij),  we  should  never  meet  more. 
I  could  not  even  go  to  his  far-off  grave.  Yet 
was  there  left  me  the  promise  of  his  last  words. 
For  me,  too,  should  break  the  dawn-light  over 
the  eternal  mountains.  A  blcssedue.'^s  not  of 
earth,  and  which  the  world  could  not  take  away, 
was  in  the  thought  that  I  had  not  sold  my  birth- 
right for  a  mess  of  pottage.  I  had  yet  a  right 
to  look  upward. 

They  are  both  dead !  One  here,  with  the 
roses  and  violets  on  his  grave,  and  tender  tears 
to  quicken  them  into  beauty.  The  other  far 
away,  in  a  resting-place  fttshioned  by  stranger 
hands,  where  my  steps  can  never  go,  or  my  tears 
fall.  Both  dead  !  and  I  sit  among  tlie  shadows 
and  wait  for  my  morning ;  but  my  hope  is  sure. 

MY  SWORD  SONG. 

TPVAY  in,  day  out,  through  the  long  campaign, 

I  march  in  my  place  in  the  ranks; 
And  whether  it  shine  or  whether  it  rain 

My  good  sword  cheerily  clanks; 
It  clanks  and  clangs  in  a  lordly  Avay, 

Like  the  ring  of  an  armed  heel: 
And  this  is  the  song  which  day  by  day 

It  sings  with  its  lips  of  steel: 

"Oh,  friend  from  whom,  a  hundred  times, 

I  have  felt  the  steadfast  grip 
Of  the  all-renouncing  love  that  climbs 

The  heights  of  fellowship, 
Are  you  tired  with  treading  the  Aveary  mile-", 

Are  you  faint  Avith  your  bleeding  limbs? 
Do  you  hunger  back  for  the  olden  smiles, 

And  the  sound  of  the  olden  hymns  ? 

''Has  your  heart  grown  Aveak  since  the  radiant  hour 

When  you  leaped  with  a  single  bound 
From  your  dreamy  ease  to  the  sovereign  poAver 

Of  a  living  soul  Avorld-croAvned  ? 
Behold  !  the  aloes  of  sacrifice 

Are  better  than  any  Avine; 
And  the  bloody  sweat  of  a  Cause  like  this 

Is  an  agony  divine, 

"Under  the  Avail  of  the  shuddering  world, 

Amoaning  for  its  dead  sons: 
Over  the  belloAving  thunders  hurled 

From  the  throats  of  wi-athful  guns ; 
Above  the  roar  of  the  plunging  line 

That  rocks  Avith  the  fury  of  h(  11, 
Runs  the  absolute  voice—' O  Earth  tf  mine, 

Be  patient,  for  all  is  Avelll'" 

Thus  sings  my  SAVord  to  my  soul ;    and  I, 

Albeit  the  Avay  is  long. 
And  black  clouds  thickc  n  atlnvart  tlie  sky, 

Still  keep  my  spirit  strong; 
For  Avhcthor  I  liA'e,  or  Avhcther  I  lie 

On  the  red  ground  ghastly  ai>d  rtark, 
Beyond  the  carnage  I  shall  descry 

God  sliining  across  the  dark. 

IJlCH.vr.I)    IvF.ALF. 
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CHAPTER  LVni. 

THE  FATE  OF  THE  SMALL  HOUSE. 

THERE  was  something  in  the  tone  of  Mrs. 
Dale's  voice,  as  she  desired  her  daughter 
to  come  up  to  the  house,  and  dechired  that  her 
budget  of  news  should  be  opened  there,  which  at 
once  silenced  Lily's  assumed  pleasantry.  Her 
mother  had  been  away  fully  two  hours,  during 
which  Lily  had  still  continued  her  walk  round 
tiie  garden,  till  at  hv*it  she  had  become  impatient 
for  her  mother's  footstep.  Something  serious 
must  have  been  said  between  her  uncle  and  her 
mother  during  those  long  two  hours.  The  in- 
terviews to  .which  Mrs.  Dale  was  occasionally 
summoned  at  the  Great  House  did  not  usually 
exceed  twenty  minutes,  and  the  upshot  would 
be  communicated  to  the  girls  in  a  turn  or  two 
round  the  garden  ;  but  in  the  present  instance 
Mrs.  Dale  positively  declined  to  speak  till  she 
was  seated  witliin  the  house. 

"Did  he  come  over  on  purpose  to  see  you, 
mamma?" 

"Yes,  my  dear,  I  believe  so.  He  wished  to 
see  you,  too ;  but  I  asked  his  permission  to  post- 
pone that  till  after  I  had  talked  to  you." 

"To  see  me,  mamma?     About  what?" 

"To  kiss  you,  and  bid  you  love  him  ;  solely 
for  that.  He  has  not  a  word  to  say  to  you  that 
will  vex  you." 

"Then  I  will  kiss  him,  and  love  him  too." 


"Yes,  you  will  when  I  have  told  you  all.  I 
have  promised  him  solemnly  to  give  up  all  idea 
of  going  to  Guestwick.     So  that  is  oA'er." 

"  Oh,  oh!  And  we  may  begin  to  unpack  at 
once  ?     What  an  episode  in  one's  life !" 

"  We  may  certainly  unpack,  for  I  have  pledged 
myself  to  him  ;  and  he  is  to  go  into  Guestwick 
himself  and  arrange  about  the  lodgings." 

"  Does  Hopkins  know  it?" 

"  I  should  think  not  yet." 

"Nor  Mrs,  Boyce !  Mamma,  I  don't  believe 
I  shall  be  able  to  survive  this  next  week.  We 
shall  look  such  fools!  I'll  tell  you  what  we'll 
do — it  will  be  the  only  comfort  I  can  have — v/e'll 
go  to  work  and  get  every  thing  back  into  its 
place  before  Bell  comes  home,  so  as  to  surprise 
her." 

"What!  in  two  days?" 

"Why  not?  '  I'll  make  Hopkins  come  and 
help,  and  then  he'll  not  be  so  bad.  I'll  begin 
at  once  and  go  to  the  blankets  and  beds,  because 
I  can  undo  them  myself." 

"But  I  haven't  half  told  you  all;  and,  in- 
deed, I  don't  know  how  to  make  you  understand 
what  passed  between  us.  He  is  very  unhappy 
about  Bernard.  Bernard  has  determined  to  go 
abroad,  and  may  be  away  for  years." 

"  One  can  hardly  blame  a  man  for  following 
up  his  profession." 

"There  was  no  blaming.  He  only  said  that 
it  was  very  sad  for  him  that,  in  his  old  age,  he 
should  be  left  alone.  This  was  before  there  was 
any  talk  about  our  remaining.  Indeed  he  seem- 
ed determined  not  to  ask  that  again  as  a  fiivor. 
I  could  see  that  in  his  eye,  and  I  understood  it 
from  his  tone.  He  went  on  to  speak  of  you  and 
Bell,  saying  how  well  he  loved  you  both ;  but 
that,  unfortunately,  his  hopes  regarding  you  had 
not  been  fulfilled." 

"  Ah,  but  he  shouldn't  have  had  hopes  of  that 
sort." 

"  Listen,  my  dear,  and  I  think  that  you  will 
not  feel  angry  with  him.  He  said  thnt  he  felt 
his  house  had  never  been  pleasant  to  you.  Then 
there  followed  words  which  I  could  not  repeat, 
even  if  I  could  remember  them.  He  said  much 
about  myself,  regretting  that  the  feeling  between 
us  had  not  been  more  kindly.  'But  my  heart,' 
he  said,  '  has  ever  been  kinder  than  my  words.' 
Then  I  got  up  from  where  I  was  seated,  and  gOr 
ing  over  to  him,  I  told  him  that  we  would  re- 
main here." 

"And  what  did  he  say?" 

"  I  don't  know  what  he  said.  I  know  that  I 
was  crying  and  that  he  kissed  me.  It  was  the 
first  time  in  his  life.  I  know  that  he  was  pleased 
— beyond  measure  pleased.  After  a  while  he 
became  animated,  and  talked  of  doing  ever  so 
many  things.  He  promised  that  very  painting 
of  which  you  spoke." 

"Ah,  yes,  I  know  it;  and  Hopkins  will  be 
here  with  the  pease  before  dinner-time  to-mor~ 
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row,  and  Dingles  with  his  shoulders  smothered 
with  rabbits.  And  tiicn  Mrs.  Boycc!  Mam- 
ma, he  didn't  think  of  ]Mr.s.  ]5oyce ;  or,  in  very 
charity  of  heart,  he  would  still  have  maintained 
his  sadness." 

"Then  he  did  not  think  of  her;  for  Avhen  I 
left  him  he  was  not  at  all  sad.  But  I  haven't 
told  you  half  yet. " 

"  Dear  me,  mamma ;  was  there  more  than 
that?" 

"And  I've  told  it  all  wrong;  for  what  I've 
got  to  tell  now  was  said  before  a  word  was  spoken 
about  the  house.  He  brought  it  in  just  after 
what  he  said  about  Bernard.  He  said  that  Ber- 
nard would,  of  course,  be  his  heir." 

"  Of  course  he  will." 

"And  that  he  should  think  it  wrong  to  en- 
cumber the  ]M-operty  with  any  charges  for  you 
girls." 

"Mamma,  did  any  one  ever — " 

"  Stop,  Lily,  stop ;  and  make  your  heart 
kinder  toward  him  if  you  can." 

"It  is  kind ;  only  I  hate  to  be  told  that  I'm 
not  to  have  a  lot  of  money,  as  though  I  had 
ever  shown  a  desire  for  it.  I  have  never  envied 
Bernard  his  man-servant,  or  his  maid-servant, 
or  his  ox,  or  his  ass,  or  any  thing  that  is  his. 
To  tell  the  truth  I  didn't  even  wish  it  to  be 
BclFs,  because  I  knew  well  that  there  was  some- 
body she  would  like  a  great  deal  better  than 
ever  she  could  like  Bernard." 

"  I  shall  never  get  to  the  end  of  my  story." 

"Yes,  you  will,  mamma,  if  you  persevere." 

"The  long  and  short  of  it  is  this,  that  he 
has  given  Bell  three  thousand  pounds,  and  has 
given  you  three  thousand  also." 

"But  why  me,  mamma?"  said  Lily,  and  the 
color  of  her  cheeks  became  red  as  she  spoke. 
There  should  if  possible  be  nothing  more  said 
about  John  Eames;  but  whatever  might  or 
might  not  be  the  necessity  of  speaking,  at  any 
rate  let  there  be  no  mistake.  "But  why  me, 
mamma?" 

"Because,  as  he  explained  to  me,  he  thinks 
it  right  to  do  the  same  by  each  of  you.  The 
money  is  yours  at  this  moment — to  buy  hair- 
pins with,  if  you  please.  I  had  no  idea  that  he 
could  command  so  large  a  sum." 

"Three  thousand  pounds!  The  last  money 
he  gave  me  was  half  a  crown,  and  I  thought 
that  he  was  so  stingy  I  I  particularly  wanted 
ten  shillings.  I  should  have  liked  it  so  much 
better  now  if  he  had  given  me  a  nice  new  five- 
pound  note." 

"  You'd  better  tell  him  so." 

"No;  because  tlien  he'd  give  me  that  too. 
But  with  five  pounds  I  should  have  the  feeling 
that  I  might  do  what  I  liked  with  it ;  buy  a 
dressing-case,  and  a  thing  for  a  squirrel  to  run 
round  in.  But  nobody  ever  gives  girls  money 
like  that  so  that  they  can  enjoy  it." 

"Oh,  Lily;  you  ungrateful  child  !" 

"No,  I  deny  it.  I'm  not  ungrateful.  I'm 
very  grateful,  bQcause  his  heart  was  softened, 
and  because  he  cried  and  kissed  you.  I'll  be 
ever  so  good  to  him  !     But  how  I'm  to  thank 


him  for  giving  me  three  thousand  pounds  I  can 
not  think.  It's  a  sort  of  thing  altogether  be- 
yond my  line  of  life.  It  sounds  like  something 
that's  to  come  to  me  in  another  world,  but  which 
I  don't  want  quite  yet.  I  am  grateful,  but  with 
a  misty,  mazy  sort  of  gratitude.  Can  you  tell 
me  how  soon  I  shall  have  a  new  pair  of  Balmoral 
boots  because  of  this  money?  If  that  were 
brought  home  to  me  I  think  it  would  enliven 
my  gratitude. " 

The  squire,  as  he  rode  back  to  Guestwick, 
fell  again  from  that  animation  which  Mrs.  Dale 
had  described  into  his  natural  sombre  mood. 
He  thought  much  of  his  past  life,  declaring  to 
himself  the  truth  of  those  words  in  which  he 
had  told  his  sister-in-law  that  his  heart  had  ever 
been  kinder  than  his  words.  But  the  world, 
and  all  those  nearest  to  him  in  the  world,  had 
judged  him  always  by  his  words  rather  than  by 
his  heart.  They  had  taken  the  appearance, 
which  he  could  not  command  or  alter,  rather 
than  the  facts,  of  which  he  had  been  the  mas- 
ter. Had  he  not  been  good  to  all  his  relations? 
— and  yet  was  there  one  among  them  that  cared 
for  him  ?  "I'm  almost  sorry  that  they  are  go- 
ing to  stay,"  he  said  to  himself;  "  I  know  that 
I  shall  disappoint  them."  Yet  when  he  met 
Bell  at  the  Manor-house  he  accosted  her  cheeri- 
ly, telling  her  with  much  appearance  of  satis- 
faction that  that  flitting  into  Guestwick  was  not 
to  be  accomplished. 

"  I  am  so  glad,"  said  she.  "It  is  long  since 
I  wished  it." 

"And  I  do  not  think  your  mother  wishes  it 
now." 

"  I  am  sure  she  does  not.  It  was  all  a  mis- 
understanding from  the  first.  When  some  of 
us  could  not  do  all  that  you  wished,  we  thought 
it  better — "  Then  Bell  paused,  finding  that 
she  would  get  herself  into  a  mess  if  she  perse- 
vered. 

"We  will  not  say  any  more  about  it,"  said 
the  squire.  "  The  thing  is  over,  and  I  am  very 
glad  that  it  should  be  so  pleasantly  settled.  I 
was  talking  to  Dr.  Crofts  yesterday." 

"  Were  you,  uncle?" 

"Yes;  and  he  is  to  come  and  stay  with  me 
the  day  before  he  is  married.  We  have  ar- 
ranged it  all.  And  we'll  have  the  breakfast  up 
at  the  Great  House.  Only  you  must  fix  the 
day.  I  should  say  some  time  in  March.  And, 
my  dear,  you'll  want  to  make  yourself  fine ; 
here's  a  little  money  for  you.  You  are  to  spend 
that  before  your  marriage,  you  know."  Then 
he  shambled  away,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  alone 
again  became  sad  and  despondent.  He  was  a 
man  for  whom  we  may  predicate  some  gentle 
sadness  and  continued  despondency  to  the  end 
of  his  life's  chapter. 

We  left  John  Eames  in  the  custody  of  Lady 
Julia,  who  had  overtaken  him  in  the  act  of 
erasing  Lily's  name  from  the  railing  which  ran 
across  the  brook.  He  had  been  premeditating 
an  escape  home  to  his  mother's  house  in  Guest- 
wick, and  thence  back  to  London,  without  mak- 
ing any  further  ajipearance  at  the  Manor-house. 
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But  as  soon  as  he  heard  Lady  Julia's  step,  and 
saw  her  figure  close  upon  him,  he  knew  that  his 
retreat  was  cut  off  from  him.  So  he  allowed 
himself  to  be  led  away  quietly  up  to  the  house. 
With  Lady  Julia  herself  he  openly  discussed 
the  whole  matter — telling  her  that  his  hopes 
were  over,  his  happiness  gone,  and  his  heart 
half-broken.  Though  he  would  perhaps  have 
cared  but  little  for  her  congratulations  in  suc- 
cess, he  could  make  himself  more  amenable  to 
consolation  and  sympathy  from  her  than  from 
any  other  inmate  in  the  earl's  house.  "  I  don't 
know  what  I  shall  say  to  your  brother,"'  he 
whispered  to  her,  as  they  approached  the  side 
door  at  which  she  intended  to  enter. 

*'Will  you  let  me  break  it  to  him?  After 
that  he  will  say  a  few  words  to  you  of  course, 
but  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  him." 

"And  Mr.  Dale?"  said  Johnny.  ''Every 
body  has  heard  about  it.  Every  body  will  know 
what  a  fool  I  have  made  myself"  She  suggest- 
ed that  the  earl  should  speak  to  the  squire,  as- 
sured him  that  nobody  would  tliink  him  at  all 
foolish,  and  then  left  him  to  make  his  way  up 
to  his  own  bedroom.  When  tliere  he  found  a 
letter  from  Cradell,  which  had  been  delivered  in 
his  absence ;  but  the  contents  of  that  letter  may 
best  be  deferred  to  the  next  chapter.  They  were 
not  of  a  nature  to  give  him  comfort  or  to  add 
to  his  sorrow. 

About  an  hour  before  dinner   there  was   a 
knock  at  his  door,  and  the  earl  himself,  when  j 
summoned,  made  his  appearance  in  the  room.  [ 
He  was  dressed  in  his  nsual  farming  attire,  hav-  j 
ing  been  caught  by  Lady  Julia  on  his  first  ap-  i 
proach  to  the  house,  and  had  come  away  direct 
to  his  young  friend,  after  having  been  duly  train-  ! 
ed  in  wliat  he  ought  to  say  by  his  kind-hearted 
sister.     I  am  not,  however,  prepared  to  declare 
that  he  strictly  followed  his  sister's  teaching  in  I 
all  that  he  said  upon  the  occasion.  ! 

"Well,  my  boy,"  he  began,  "so  the  young 
lady  has  been  perverse."  | 

"  Yes,  my  lord.  That  is,  I  don't  know  about 
being  perverse.     It  is  all  over." 

"That's  as  may  be,  Johnny.  As  far  as  I 
know  not  half  of  them  accept  their  lovers  the 
first  time  of  asking." 

""I  shall  not  ask  her  again." 

"Oh  yes,  you  will.  You  don't  mean  to  say 
you  are  angry  with  her  for  refusing  you?" 

"  Not  in  the  least.  I  have  no  right  to  be  an- 
gry. I  am  only  angry  with  myself  for  being 
such  a  fool.  Lord  De  Guest.  I  wish  I  had  been 
dead  before  I  came  down  here  on  this  errand. 
Now  I  think  of  it,  I  know  there  are  so  many 
things  which  ought  to  have  made  me  sure  how 
it  would  be." 

"I  don't  see  that  at  all.  You  come  down 
again — let  me  see — it's  May  now.  Say  you 
come  when  the  shooting  begins  in  September. 
If  we  can't  get  you  leave  of  absence  in  any  other 
way,  we'll  make  old  Buffle  come  too.  Only,  by 
George,  I  believe  he'd  shoot  us  all.  But  never 
mind;  we'll  manage  that  You  keep  up  your 
spirits  till  September,  and  then  we'll  fight  the 


battle  in  another  way.  The  squire  shall  get  up 
a  little  party  for  the  bride,  and  my  lady  Lily 
must  go  then.  You  shall  meet  her  so ;  and 
then  we'll  shoot  over  the  squire's  land.  We'll 
bring  you  together  so ;  you  see  if  we  don't. 
Lord  bless  me  !  Refused  once  !  My  belief  is, 
that  in  these  days  a  girl  thinks  nothing  of  a  man 
till  she  has  refused  him  half  a  dozen  times." 

"  I  don't  think  Lily  is  at  all  like  that." 

"Look  here,  Johnny.  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  against  Miss  Lily.  I  like  her  very  much, 
and  think  her  one  of  the  nicest  girls  I  know 
When  she's  your  wife  I'll  love  her  dearly,  if 
she'll  let  me.  But  she's  made  of  the  same  stufi^ 
as  other  girls,  and  will  act  in  the  same  way. 
Tilings  have  gone  a  little  astray  among  you, 
and  they  won't  right  themselves  all  in  a  minute. 
She  knows  now  what  your  feelings  are,  and 
she'll  go  on  thinking  of  it,  till  at  last  you'll  be 
in  her  thoughts  more  than  that  other  fellow. 
Don't  tell  me  about  her  becoming  an  old  maid 
because  at  her  time  of  life  she  has  been  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  corae  across  a  false-hearted  man 
like  that.  It  may  take  a  little  time;  but  if  you'll 
carry  on  and  not  be  down-hearted,  you'll  find 
it  will  all  come  right  in  the  end.  Every  body 
doesn't  get  all  that  thoy  want  in  a  minute.  How 
I  shall  quiz  you  about  all  this  when  you  have 
been  two  or  three  years  married !" 

"I  don't  think  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  ask  her 
again  ;  and  I  feel  sure,  if  I  do,  that  her  answer 
will  be  the  same.  She  told  me  in  so  many 
words — ;  but  never  mind,  I  can  not  repeat  her 
words." 

"I  don't  want  you  to  repeat  them;  nor  yet 
to  heed  them  beyond  their  worth.  Lily  Dale  is 
a  very  pretty  girl ;  clever,  too,  I  believe,  and 
good,  I'm  sure  ;  but  her  words  are  not  more  sa- 
cred than  those  of  other  men  or  women.  What 
she  has  said  to  you  now  she  means,  no  doubt , 
but  the  minds  of  men  and  women  are  prone  to 
change,  especially  when  such  changes  are  con 
ducive  to  their  own  happiness." 

"At  any  rate  I'll  never  forget  your  kindness, 
Lord  De  Guest." 

"And  there  is  one  other  thing  I  want  to  say 
to  you,  Johnny.  A  man  should  never  allow 
himself  to  be  cast  down  by  any  thing — not  out- 
wardly, to  the  eyes  of  other  men." 

"But  how  is  he  to  help  it ?" 

"His  pluck  should  prevent  him.  You  were 
not  afraid  of  a  roaring  bull,  nor  yet  of  that  man 
when  you  thrashed  him  at  the  railway  station. 
You've  pluck  enough  of  that  kind.  You  must 
now  show  that  you've  that  other  kind  of  pluck. 
You  know  the  story  of  the  boy  who  would  not 
cry  though  the  wolf  was  gnawing  him  under- 
neath his  frock.  Most  of  us  have  some  wolf 
to  gnaw  us  somewhere ;  but  Ave  are  generally 
gnawed  beneath  our  clothes,  so  that  the  world 
doesn't  see,  and  it  behooves  us  so  to  bear  it  that 
the  world  shall  not  suspect.  The  man  who 
goes  about  declaring  himself  to  be  miserable  will 
be  not  only  miserable,  but  contemptible  as  well." 

"  But  the  wolf  hasn't  gnaAved  me  beneath  my 
clothes  ;  every  body  knows  it." 
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"Then  let  those  who  do  know  it  learn  that 
you  are  able  to  bear  such  wounds  without  out- 
ward complaint.  I  tell  you  fairly  that  I  can 
not  sympathize  with  a  lackadaisical  lover." 

"I  know  that  I  have  made  myself  ridiculous 
to  every  body.  I  wish  I  had  never  come  here. 
I  wish  you  had  never  seen  me." 

*' Don't  say  that,  my  dear  boy;  but  take  my 
advice  for  what  it  is  worth.  And  remember 
what  it  is  that  I  say ;  with  your  grief  I  do  sym- 
pathize, but  not  with  any  outward  expression  of 
it ; — not  with  melancholy  looks,  and  a  sad  voice, 
and  an  unhappy  gait.  A  man  should  always 
be  able  to  drink  his  Avine  and  seem  to  enjoy  it. 
If  he  can't,  he  is  so  much  less  of  a  man  than  he 
would  be  otherwise — not  so  much  more,  as  some 
])eople  seem  to  think.  Now  get  yourself  dressed, 
my  dear  fellow,  and  come  down  to  dinner  as 
though  nothing  had  happened  to  you." 

As  soon  as  the  earl  was  gone  John  looked  at 
his  watch  and  saw  that  it  still  wanted  some  forty 
minutes  to  dinner.  Fifteen  minutes  would  suf- 
fice for  him  to  dress,  and  therefore  there  was 
time  sufficient  for  him  to  seat  himself  in  his 
arm-chair  and  think  over  it  all.  He  had  for  a 
moment  been  very  angry  when  his  friend  had 
told  him  that  he  could  not  sympathize  with  a 
lackadaisical  lover.  It  was  an  ill-natured  word. 
He  felt  it  to  be  so  when  he  heard  it,  and  so  he 
continued  to  think  during  the  whole  of  the  half 
hour  that  he  sat  in  that  chair.  But  it  probably 
did  him  more  good  than  any  word  that  the  earl 
had  ever  spoken  to  him — or  any  other  word  that 
he  could  have  used.  "Lackadaisical !  I'm  not 
lackadaisical,"  he  said  to  himself,  jumping  up 
from  his  chair,  and  instantly  sitting  down  again. 
"I  didn't  say  any  thing  to  him.  I  didn't  tell 
him.  Why  did  he  come  to  me?"  And  yet, 
though  he  endeavored  to  abuse  Lord  De  Guest 
in  his  thoughts,  he  knew  that  Lord  De  Guest 
was  right,  and  that  he  was  wrong.  He  knew 
that  he  had  been  liickadaisical,  and  was  ashamed 
of  himself;  and  at  once  resolved  that  he  would 
henceforth  demean  himself  as  though  no  calam- 
ity had  happened  to  him.  "I've  a  good  mind 
to  take  him  at  his  word,  and  drink  wine  till  I'm 
drunk."  Then  he  strove  to  get  up  his  courage 
by  a  song, 

If  she  be  not  fair  for  me, 
What  care  I  how — 

"But  I  do  care.  What  stuff  it  is  a  man 
writing  poetry  and  putting  into  it  such  lies  as 
that !  Every  body  knows  that  he  did  care — that 
is,  if  he  wasn't  a  heartless  beast." 

But  nevertheless,  when  the  time  came  for 
him  to  go  down  into  the  drawing-room  he  did 
make  the  effort  which  his  friend  had  counseled, 
and  walked  into  the  room  with  less  of  that  hang- 
dog look  than  the  earl  and  Lady  Julia  had  ex- 
pected. They  were  both  there,  as  was  also  the 
squire,  and  Bell  followed  hira  in  less  than  a 
minute. 

"You  haven't  seen  Crofts  to-day,  John,  have 
you?"  said  the  earl. 

"No;  I  haven't  been  any  where  his  way!" 

"His  way!     His  ways  are  every  way,  I  take 


it.  I  wanted  him  to  come  and  dine,  but  he 
seemed  to  think  it  im])roper  to  eat  two  dinners 
in  the  same  house  two  days  running.  Isn't  that 
his  theory.  Miss  Dale  ?" 

"  I'm  sure  I  don't  know,  Lord  De  Guest.  At 
any  rate  it  isn't  mine?" 

So  they  Avent  to  their  feast,  and  before  his 
last  chance  was  over  John  Eames  found  himself 
able  to  go  through  the  pretense  of  enjoying  his 
roast  mutton. 

There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  in  all 
such  calamities  as  that  which  he  was  now  suffer- 
ing the  agony  of  the  misfortune  is  much  in- 
creased by  the  conviction  that  the  facts  of  the 
case  are  known  to  those  round  about  the  suffer- 
er. A  most  warm-hearted  and  intensely-feeling 
young  gentleman  might,  no  doubt,  eat  an  excel- 
lent dinner  after  being  refused  by  the  girl  of  his 
devotions,  provided  that  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  none  of  those  in  whose  company  he 
ate  it  knew  any  thing  of  his  rejection.  But  the 
samiC  warm-hearted  and  intensely-feeling  young 
gentleman  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  go 
through  the  ceremony  with  any  appearance  of 
true  appetite  or  gastronomic  enjoyment,  if  lie 
were  aware  that  all  his  convives  knew  all  the 
facts  of  his  little  misfortune.  Generally,  we 
may  suppose,  a  man  in  such  condition  goes  to 
his  club  for  his  dinner,  or  seeks  consolation  in 
the  shades  of  some  adjacent  Richmond  or  Hamp- 
ton Court.  There  he  meditates  on  his  condi- 
tion in  silence,  and  does  ultimately  enjoy  his 
little  ])late  of  whitebait,  his  cutlet,  and  his  mod- 
erate pint  of  sherry.  He  probably  goes  alone  to 
the  theatre,  and  in  his  stall  speculates  v.ith  a 
somewhat  bitter  sarcasm  on  the  vanity  of  the 
world.  Then  he  returns  home,  sad  indeed,  but 
with  a  moderated  sadness,  and  as  he  ])uffs  out 
the  smoke  of  his  cigar  at  the  open  window — with 
perhaps  the  comfort  of  a  little  brandy-and-Avater 
at  his  elbow — swears  to  himself  that,  "  By  Jove, 
he'll  have  another  try  for  it."  Alone,  a  man 
may  console  himself,  or  among  a  crowd  of  un- 
conscious mortals  ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  position  of  John  Eames  was  severe.  He 
had  been  invited  down  there  to  woo  Lily  Dale, 
and  the  squire  and  Bell  had  been  asked  to  be 
present  at  the  wooing.  Had  it  all  gone  well 
nothing  could  have  been  nicer.  He  would  have 
been  the  hero  of  the  hour,  and  every  body  would 
have  sung  for  him  his  song  of  triumph.  But 
every  thing  had  not  gone  well,  and  he  found  it 
very  difficult  to  carry  himself  otherwise  than 
lackadaisically.  On  the  whole,  however,  his 
effort  was  such  that  the  earl  gave  him  credit  for 
his  demeanor,  and  told  hira  when  parting  with 
him  for  the  night  that  he  was  a  fine  fellow, 
and  that  every  thing  should  go  right  with  him 
yet. 

"And  you  mustn't  be  angry  with  me  for 
speaking  harshly  to  you,"  he  said. 

"I  wasn't  a  bit  angry." 

"Yes,  you  were;  and  I  rather  meant  that 
you  should  be.  But  you  mustn't  go  away  in 
dudgeon." 

He  staid  at  the  Manor-house  one  day  longer, 
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and  then  he  returned  to  his  room  at  the  Income- 
tax  Office,  to  the  disagreeable  sound  of  Sir 
Raffle's  little  bell,  and  the  much  more  disagree- 
able sound  of  Sir  Raffle's  big  voice. 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

JOHN  EAMES    BECOMES    A   MAN. 

Eames,  when  he  was  half-way  up  to  London 
in  the  railway  carriage,  took  out  from  his  pocket 
a  letter  and  read  it.  During  the  former  portion 
of  his  journey  he  had  been  thinking  of  other 
things ;  but  gradually  he  had  resolved  that  it 
v/ould  be  better  for  him  not  to  think  more  of 
those  other  things  for  the  present,  and  therefore 
he  had  recourse  to  his  letter  by  way  of  dissipat- 
ing his  thoughts.  It  was  from  Cradell,  and  ran 
as  follows : 

"Income-Tax  Office,  May — ,  186— 
"My  peak  John, — I  hope  the  tidings  which  I  hifve  to 
give  you  will  not  make  you  angry,  and  that  you  will  not 
think  I  am  untrue  to  the  great  friendship  Arhich  I  have 
for  you  because  of  that  which  I  am  now  going  to  tell  you. 
There  is  no  inan — [and  the  v^ord  man  was  underscored] 
— there  is  no  'tnan  whose  regard  I  value  so  highly  as  I  do 
yours ;  and  though  I  feel  that  you  can  have  no  just  ground 
to  be  displeased  with  me  after  all  that  I  have  heard  you 
say  on  many  occasions,  nevertheless  in  matters  of  the 
heart  it  is  very  hard  for  one  person  to  understand  the  sen- 
timents of  another,  and  Avhen  the  affections  of  a  lady  are 
concerned,  I  know  that  quarrels  will  sometimes  arise." 

Eames,  when  he  had  got  so  far  as  this,  on  the 
first  perusal  of  the  letter,  knew  well  what  was  to 
follow.  "Poor  Caudle!"  he  said  to  himself; 
"  he's  hooked,  and  he'll  never  get  himself  off  the 
hook  again." 

"But  let  that  be  as  it  may,  the  matter  has  now  gone 
too  far  for  any  alteration  to  be  made  by  me;  nor  would 
any  mere  earthly  inducement  suffice  to  change  me.  The 
claims  of  friendship  are  very  strong,  tut  those  of  love  are 
paramoimt.  Of  course  I  know  all  that  has  passed  between 
you  and  Amelia  Eoper,  Much  of  this  I  had  heard  from 
you  before,  but  the  rest  she  has  now  told  me  with  that 
pure-minded  honesty  wliich  is  the  most  remarkable  feat- 
ure in  her  character.  She  has  confessed  that  at  one  time 
she  felt  attached  to  you,  and  that  she  was  induced  by  your 
perseverance  to  allow  you  to  regard  her  as  your  fiancy. 
[Fancy-girl  he  probably  conceived  to  be  the  vulgar  English 
for  the  elegant  term  which  he  used.]  But  all  that  must  be 
over  between  you  now.  Amelia  has  j^foviised  to  be  mme 
— [this  also  was  underscored] — and  mine  I  intend  that  she 
shall  be.  That  you  may  find  in  the  kind  smiles  of  L.  D. 
consolation  for  any  disappointment  which  this  may  occa- 
sion you,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  true  friend, 

"  JosEPn  Ceadell. 

"  P.S. — Perhaps  I  had  better  tell  you  the  whole.  Mrs. 
Roper  has  been  in  some  trouble  about  her  house.  She  is 
a  little  in  arrears  with  her  rent,  and  some  bills  have  not 
been  paid.  As  she  has  explained  that  she  has  been  brought 
into  this  by  those  dreadful  Lupexes,  I  have  consented  to 
take  the  house  into  my  own  hands,  and  have  given  bills  to 
one  or  two  tradesmen  for  small  amounts.  Of  course  she 
will  take  them  up,  but  it  was  the  credit  that  was  wanting. 
She  will  carry  on  the  house,  but  I  shall,  in  fact,  be  the 
proprietor.  I  suppose  it  will  not  suit  you  now  to  remain 
here,  but  don't  you  think  I  might  make  it  comfortable 
enough  for  some  of  our  fellows ;  say  half  a  dozen,  or  so  ? 
That  is  Mrs.  Roper's  idea,  and  I  certainly  think  it  is  not  a 
bad  one.  Our  first  effort  must  be  to  get  rid  of  the  Lu- 
pexes. Miss  Spruce  goes  next  week.  In  the  mean  time 
we  are  all  taking  our  meals  up  in  our  own  rooms,  so  that 
there  is  nothing  for  the  Lupexes  to  eat.  But  they  don't 
seem  to  mind  that,  and  still  keep  the  sitting-room  and 
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best  bedroom.     We  mean  to  lock  them  out  after  Tuesday, 
and  send  all  their  boxes  to  the  public  house." 

Poor  Cradell !  Eames,  as  he  threw  himself 
back  upon  his  seat  and  contemplated  the  depth 
of  misfortune  into  which  his  friend  had  fallen, 
began  to  be  almost  in  love  with  his  own  position. 
He  himself  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  miserable  fel- 
low. There  was  only  one  thing  in  life  worth 
living  for,  and  that  he  could  not  get.  He  had 
been  thinking  for  the  last  three  days  of  throw- 
ing himself  before  a  locomotive  steam-engine, 
and  was  not  quite  sure  that  he  would  not  do  it 
yet ;  but,  nevertheless,  his  place  was  a  place 
among  the  gods  as  compared  to  that  which  poor 
Cradell  had  selected  for  himself.  To  be  not 
only  the  husband  of  Amelia  Roper,  but  to  have 
been  driven  to  take  upon  himself  as  his  bride's 
fortune  the  whole  of  his  future  mother-in-law's 
debts !  To  find  himself  the  owner  of  a  very  in- 
different lodging-house — the  owner  as  regarded 
all  responsibility,  though  not  the  owner  as  re- 
garded any  possible  profit!  And  then,  above 
and  almost  worse  than  all  the  rest,  to  find  him- 
self saddled  with  the  Lupexes  in  the  beginning 
of  his  career !     Poor  Cradell  indeed ! 

Eames  had  not  taken  his  things  away  from 
the  lodging-house  before  he  left  London,  and 
therefore  determined  to  drive  to  Burton  Cres- 
cent immediately  on  his  arrival,  not  with  the 
intention  of  remaining  there,  even  for  a  night, 
but  that  he  might  bid  them  farewell,  speak  his 
congratulations  to  Amelia,  and  arrange  for  his 
final  settlement  with  Mrs.  Roper.  It  should 
have  been  explained  in  the  last  chapter  that  tlic 
earl  had  told  him  before  parting  with  him  that 
his  want  of  success  with  Lily  would  make  no 
difference  as  regarded  money.  John  had,  of 
course,  expostulated,  saying  that  he  did  not 
want  any  thing,  and  would  not,  under  his  ex- 
isting circumstances,  accept  any  thing ;  but  the 
earl  was  a  man  who  knew  how  to  have  his  own 
way,  and  in  this  matter  did  have  it.  Our 
friend,  therefore,  was  a  man  of  wealth  Avhen  he 
returned  to  London,  and  could  tell  Mrs.  Roper 
that  he  would  send  her  a  check  for  her  little 
balance  as  soon  as  he  reached  his  office. ' 

He  arrived  in  the  middle  of  the  day — not 
timing  his  return  at  all  after  the  usual  manner 
of  Government  clerks,  wlio  generally  manage  to 
reach  the  metropolis  not  more  than  half  an  hour 
before  the  moment  at  which  they  are  bound  to 
shoAv  themselves  in  their  seats.  But  he  had 
come  back  two  days  before  he  was  due,  and  had 
run  away  from  the  country  as  though  London  in 
May  to  him  were  much  pleasanter  than  the 
woods  and  fields.  But  neither  had  London  nor 
the  woods  and  fields  any  influence  on  his  re- 
turn. He  had  gone  down  that  he  might  throw 
himself  at  the  feet  of  Lily  Dale — gone  down,  as 
he  nov/  confessed  to  himself,  Avith  hopes  almost 
triumphant,  and  he  had  returned  because  Lily 
Dale  would  not  have  him  at  her  feet.  ' '  I  loved 
him — him,  Crosbie — better  than  all  the  world 
besides.  It  is  still  the  same.  I  still  love  him 
better  than  all  the  world."  Those  were  the 
words  .which  had  driven  hira  back  to  London ; 
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and  having  been  sent  away  with  such  words  as 
those,  it  was  little  matter  to  him  whether  he 
reached  his  office  a  day  or  two  sooner  or  later. 
The  little  room  in  the  city,  even  with  the  ac- 
companiment of  Sir  Kafhe's  bell  and  Sir  Raffle's 
voice,  would  now  be  more  congenial  to  liim  than 
Lady  Julia's  drawing-room.  He  would  there- 
fore present  liimsclf  to  Sir  Raffle  on  that  very 
afternoon,  and  exi)el  some  interlo]ier  from  his 
seat.  But  he  would  first  call  in  Burton  Cres- 
cent and  say  farewell  to  the  Ropers. 

The  door  was  0])ened  for  him  by  the  faithful 
Jemima.  "INIr.  Heames,  JNIr.  Hcames !  ho 
dear,  ho  dear!"  and  tlic  ])oor  girl,  who  had  al- 
ways taken  his  side  in  the  adventures  of  the 
lodging-house,  raised  her  hands  on  high  and  la- 
mented the  fate  which  had  separated  her  favor- 
ite from  its  fortunes.  "I  suppose  you  knows 
it  all,  Mister  Johnny?"  Mister  Johnny  said 
that  he  believed  he  did  know  it  all,  and  asked 
for  the  mistress  of  the  house.  "Yes,  sure 
enough,  she's  at  home.  She  don't  dare  stir 
out  much,  'cause  of  them  Lupexes.  Ain't  this 
a  pretty  game?  No  dinner  and  no  nothink ! 
Them  boxes  is  Miss  Spruce's.  She's  agoing 
now,  this  minute.  You'll  find  'em  all  up  stairs 
in  the  drawen-room."  So  up  stairs  into  the 
drawing-room  he  went,  and  there  he  found  the 
mother  and  daughter,  and  with  them  Miss 
Spruce,  tightly  packed  up  in  her  bonnet  and 
shawl.  "Don't,  mother,"  Amelia  was  saying; 
"  what's  the  good  of  going  on  in  that  way  ?  If 
she  chooses  to  go,  let  her  go." 

"  But  she's  been  with  me  now  so  many  years, " 
said  Mrs.  Roper,  sobbing;  "and  I've  always 
done  every  tiling  for  her !  Haven't  I,  now, 
Sally  Spruce?"  It  struck  Eames  immediately 
•  that,  though  he  had  been  an  inmate  in  the  house 
for  two  years,  he  had  never  before  heard  that 
maiden  lady's  Christian  name.  Miss  Spruce  was 
the  first  to  see  Eames  as  he  entered  the  room. 
It  is  probable  that  Mrs.  Roper's  pathos  might 
have  produced  some  answering  pathos  on  her 
part  had  she  remained  unobserved,  but  the  sight 
of  a  young  man  brought  her  back  to  her  usual 
state  of  quiescence.  "  I'm  only  an  old  woman," 
said  she;  "and  here's  Mr.  Eames  come  back 
again." 

"  How  d'ye  do,  Mrs.  Roper?  how  d'ye  do 

Amelia?  how  d'ye  do.  Miss  Spruce?"  and  he 
shook  hands  with  them  all. 

"Oh,  laws,"  said  Mrs.  Roper,  "you  have 
given  me  such  a  start!" 

"  Dear  me,  IMr.  Eames;  only  think  of  your 
coming  back  in  that  way,"  said  Amelia. 

"Well,  what  way  should  I  come  back?  You 
didn't  hear  n)C  knock  at  the  door,  that's  all.  So 
Miss  Spruce  is  really  going  to  leave  you?" 

"Isn't  it  dreadful,  Mr.  Eames?  Nineteen 
years  we've  been  together — taking  both  houses 
together.  Miss  Sjiruce,  we  have,  indeed."  Miss 
Spruce  at  this  point  struggled  very  hard  to  con- 
vince John  Eames  that  the  period  in  question 
had  in  truth  extended  over  only  eighteen  years, 
but  Mrs.  Roper  was  authoritative,  and  would 
not  permit  it.    "  It's  nineteen  years  if  it's  a  dny. 


No  one  ought  to  know  dates  if  I  don't,  and  there 
isn't  one  in  the  world  understands  her  ways  un- 
less it's  me.  Haven't  I  been  up  to  your  bed- 
room every  night,  and  with  my  own  hand  given 
you — "  But  she  stopped  herself,  and  was  too 
good  a  woman  to  declare  before  a  young  man 
what  had  been  the  nature  of  her  nightly  minis- 
trations to  her  guest. 

"I  don't  think  you'll  be  so  comfortable  any 
where  else.  Miss  Spruce,"  said  Eames. 

"Comfortable!  of  course  she  won't,"  said 
Amelia.  "  But  if  I  was  mother  I  wouldn't  have 
any  more  words  about  it." 

"It  isn't  the  money  I'm  thinking  of,  but  the 
feeling  of  it,"  said  Mrs.  Roper.  "  The  house 
will  be  so  lonely  like.  I  sha'n't  know  myself; 
that  I  sha'n't.  And  now  that  things  are  all  set- 
tled so  pleasantly,  and  that  the  Lupexes  must 
go"  on  Tuesday —  I'll  tell  you  what,  Sally  ;  I'll 
pay*  for  the  cab  myself,  and  I'll  start  off  to  Dul- 
wich  by  the  omnibus  to-morrow,  and  settle  it  all 
out  of  my  own  jwcket.  I  will  indeed.  Come  ; 
there's  the  cab.  Let  me  go  down,  and  send  him 
away." 

"*1'11  do  that,"  said  Eames.  "  It's  only  six- 
pence oflf  the  stand,"  INIrs.  Roper  called  to  him 
as  he  left  the  room.  But  the  cabman  got  a 
shilling,  and  John,  as  he  returned,  found  Jemi- 
ma, in  the  aCtt  of  carrying  Miss  Spruces's  boxes 
back  to  her  room.  "So  much  the  better  for 
poor  Caudle,"  said  he  to  himself.  "As  he  has 
gone  into  the  trade  it's  well  that  he  should  have 
somebody  that  will  pay  him." 

Mrs.  Roper  followed  Miss  Spruce  up  the  stairs 
and  Johnny  was  left  with  Amelia.  "  He's  writ- 
ten to  you,  I  know,"  said  she,  with  her  face 
turned  a  little  away  from  him.  She  was  certain- 
ly very  handsome,  but  there  was  a  hard,  cross, 
almost  sullen  look  about  her,  which  robbed  her 
countenance  of  all  its  pleasantness.  And  yet 
she  had  no  intention  of  being  sullen  with  him. 

"Yes,"  said  John.  "He  has  told  me  how 
it's  all  going  to  be." 

"Well?''  she  said. 

"Well?"  said  he. 

"  Is  that  all  you've  got  to  say  ?" 

"I'll  congratulate  you,  if  you'll  let  me." 

"Pshaw — congratulations  !  I  hate  such  hum- 
bug. If  you've  no  feelings  about  it,  I'm  sure 
that  I've  none.  Indeed  I  don't  know  what's  the 
good  of  feelings.  They  never  did  me  any  good. 
Arc  you  engaged  to  marry  L.  D.  ?" 

"No;  I  am  not." 

"And  you've  nothing  else  to  say  to  me?" 

"Nothing — except  my  hopes  for  your  happi- 
ness. What  else  can  I  say  ?  You  are  engaged 
to  marry  my  friend  Cradell,  and  I  think  it  will 
be  a  happy  match." 

She  turned  away  her  face  further  from  him, 
and  the  look  of  it  became  even  more  sullen. 
Could  it  be  possible  that  at  such  a  moment  she 
still  had  a  ho])e  that  he  might  come  back  to  her? 

"Good-by,  Amelia,"  he  said,  putting  out  his 
hand  to  her. 

"And  this  is  to  be  the  last  of  you  in  this 
house?" 
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"  Well.  I  don't  know  about  that.  I'll  come 
and  call  upon  you,  if  you'll  let  me,  when  you're 
married." 

"Yes,"  she  said,  "that  there  may  be  rows 
in  the  house,  and  noise,  and  jealousy — as  there 
have  been  with  that  wicked  woman  up  stairs. 
Not  if  I  know  it,  you  won't !  John  Eames,  I 
wish  I'd  never  seen  you.  I  wish  we  might  have 
l)0th  fallen  dead  when  wc  first  met.  I  didn't 
think  ever  to  have  cared  for  a  man  as  I've  cared 
for  you.  It's  all  trash  and  nonsense  and  fool- 
ery ;  I  know  that.  It's  all  very  well  for  young 
ladies  as  can  sit  in  drawing-rooms  all  their  lives, 
but  when  a  woman  has  her  way  to  make  in  the 
world  it's  all  foolery.  And  such  a  hard  way, 
too,  to  make  as  mine  is  !" 

"But  it  won't  be  hard  now." 

"Won't  it?  But  I  think  it  will.  I  wish  you 
would  try  it.  Not  that  I'm  going  to  comjdain. 
I  never  minded  work,  and  as  for  company,  I  can 
put  up  with  any  body.  The  world's  not  to  be 
all  dancing  and  fiddling  for  the  likes  of  me.  I 
know  that  well  enough.  But — "  and  then  she 
paused. 

"  What's  the  'but'  about,  Amelia?" 

"It's  like  you  to  ask  me  ;  isn't  it  ?"  To  tell 
the  truth  he  should  not  have  asked  her.  "  Nev- 
er mind.  I'm  not  going  to  have  any  words  witli 
you.  If  you've  been  a  knave  I've  been  a  fool, 
and  that's  worse." 

"But  I  don't  think  I  have  been  a  knave." 

"I've  been  both,"  said  the  girl;  "and  both 
for  nothing.  After  that  you  may  go.  I've  told 
you  what  I  am,  and  I'll  leave  you  to  name  your- 
self. I  didn't  think  it  was  in  me  to  have  i)cen 
such  a  fool.  It's  that  that  frets  me.  Never 
mind.  Sir ;  it's  all  over  now,  and  I  wish  you 
good-by." 

I  do  not  think  that  there  was  the  slightest 
reason  why  John  should  have  again  kissed  her 
at  parting,  but  he  did  so.  She  bore  it,  not  strug- 
gling with  him ;  but  slie  took  his  caress  with 
sullen  endurance.  "  It'll  be  the  last,"  she  said. 
"Good-by,  John  Eames." 

"Good-by,  Amelia.  Try  to  make  him  a  good 
wife,  and  then  you'll  be  ha])py."  She  turned 
up  her  nose  at  this,  assuming  a  look  of  unutter- 
able -scorn.  But  she  said  nothing  further,  and 
then  he  left  the  room.  At  tlie  ])arlor  door  he 
met  Mrs.  Roper,  and  had  his  parting  words 
with  her. 

"T  am  so  glad  you  came,"  said  she.  "It 
was  just  that  Avord  you  said  that  made  Miss 
Spruce  stay.  Her  money  is  so  ready,  you  know ! 
And  so  you've  had  it  all  out  with  her  about  Cra- 
dell.  She'll  make  him  a  good  wife,  she  will  in- 
deed;  much  better  than  you've  been  giving  her 
credit  for." 

"  I  don't  doubt  she'll  be  a  very  good  wife." 

"You  see,  Mr.  Eames,  it's  all  over  now,  and 
we  understand  each  other;  don't  we?  It  made 
me  very  unhappy  when  she  was  setting  her  cap 
at  you  ;  it  did  indeed.  She  is  my  own  daugh- 
ter, and  I  couldn't  go  against  her;  could  I? 
But  I  knew  it  wasn't  in  any  way  suiting. 
Laws,    I   know    the    difference.       She's    good 


enough  for  him  any  day  of  the  week,  Mr. 
Eames." 

"That  she  is — Saturdays  or  Sundays,"  said 
Johnu}',  not  knowing  exactly  what  he  ought  to 
say. 

"  So  she  is  ;  and  if  he  does  his  duty  by  her 
she  won't  go  astray  in  hers  by  him.  And  as  for 
you,  Mr.  Eames,  I'm  sure  I've  always  felt  it  an 
honor  and  a  pleasure  to  have  you  in  the  house ; 
and  if  ever  you  could  use  a  good  word  in  send- 
ing to  me  any  of  your  young  men,  I'd  do  by 
them  as  a  mother  should;  I  would  indeed.  I 
know  I've  been  to  blame  about  those  Lupexes, 
but  haven't  I  suffered  for  it,  Mr.  Eames?  And 
it  was  difhcult  to  know  at  first ;  wasn't  it  ?  And 
as  to  you  and  Amelia,  if  you  would  send  any 
of  your  young  men  to  try,  there  couldn't  be 
any  thing  more  of  that  kind,  could  there?  I 
know  it  hasn't  all  been  just  as  it  should  have 
been  ;  that  is  as  regards  you ;  but  I  should  like 
to  hear  you  say  that  you've  found  me  honest 
before  you  went.  I  have  tried  to  be  honest,  I 
have  indeed." 

Eames  assured  her  that  he  was  convinced  of 
her  honesty,  and  that  he  had  never  thought  of 
impugning  her  character  cither  in  regard  to 
those  unfortunate  people,  the  Lupexes,  or  in 
reference  to  other  matters.  "He  did  not  think," 
he  said,  "that  any  young  men  would  consult 
him  as  to  their  lodgings ;  but  if  he  could  be  of 
any  service  to  her,  he  would."  Then  he  bade 
her  good-by,  and  having  bestowed  half  a  sover- 
eign on  the  faithful  Jemima,  he  took  a  long 
farewell  of  Burton  Crescent.  Amelia  had  told 
him  not  to  come  and  see  her  when  she  should 
be  married,  and  he  had  resolved  that  he  would 
take  her  at  her  word.  So  he  walked  off  from 
the  Crescent,  not  exactly  shaking  the  dust  from 
his  feet,  but  resolving  that  he  would  know  no 
more  cither  of  its  dust  or  of  its  dirt.  Dirt 
enough  he  had  encountered  there  certainly,  and 
he  was  now  old  enough  to  feel  that  the  inmates 
of  Mrs.  Roper's  house  had  not  been  those  among 
whom  a  resting-place  for  his  early  years  should 
judiciously  have  been  sought.  But  he  had 
come  out  of  the  fire  comparatively  unharmed, 
and  I  regret  to  say  that  he  felt  but  little  for  the 
terrible  scorchings  to  which  his  friend  had  been 
subjected  and  was  about  to  subject  himself.  He 
was  quite  content  to  look  at  the  matter  exactly 
as  it  was  looked  at  by  Mrs.  Roper.  Amelia 
was  good  enough  for  Joseph  Cradell — any  day 
of  the  week.  Poor  Cradell,  of  whom  in  these 
pages  after  this  notice  no  more  will  be  heard  ! 
I  can  not  but  think  that  a  hard  measure  of 
justice  was  meted  out  to  him,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  his  sins.  More  weak  and  foolish 
than  our  friend  and  hero  he  had  been,  but  not 
to  my  knowledge  more  wicked.  But  it  is  to  the 
vain  and  foolish  that  the  punishments  fall ;  and 
to  them  they  fall  so  thickly  and  constantly  that 
the  thinker  is  driven  to  think  that  vanity  and 
folly  are  of  all  sins  those  which  may  be  the  least 
forgiven.  As  for  Cradell  I  may  declare  that  he 
did  marry  Amelia,  that  he  did,  with  some  pride, 
take  the  place  of  master  of  the  house  at  the 
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bottom  of  Mrs.  Roper's  table,  and  that  he  did 
make  himself  responsible  for  all  Mrs.  Roper's 
debts.  Of  his  future  fortunes  there  is  not  space 
to  speak  in  these  pages. 

Going  away  from  the  Crescent,  Eames  had 
himself  driven  to  his  office,  which  he  reached 
just  as  the  men  were  leaving  it,  at  four  o'clock. 
Cradell  was  gone,  so  that  he  did  not  see  him  on 
that  afternoon  ;  but  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
shaking  hands  with  Mr.  Love,  who  treated  him 
with  all  the  smiling  courtesy  due  to  an  official 
big-wig — for  a  private  secretary,  if  not  absolute- 
ly a  big-wig,  is  semi-big,  and  entitled  to  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  reverence — and  he  passed  Mr. 
Kissing  in  the  passage,  hurrying  along  as  usual 
with  a  huge  book  under  his  arm.  Mr.  Kissing, 
hurried  as  he  w^as,  stopped  his  shuffling  feet ; 
but  Eames  only  looked  at  him,  hardly  honoring 
him  with  the  acknowledgment  of  a  nod  of  his 
head.  Mr.  Kissing,  however,  was  not  offi^nded ; 
he  knew  that  the  private  secretary  of  the  First 
Commissioner  had  been  the  guest  of  an  earl ; 
and  what  more  than  a  nod  could  be  expected 
from  him?  After  that  John  made  his  w^ay 
into  the  august  presence  of  Sir  Raffle,  and  found 
that  great  man  putting  on  his  shoes  in  the  pres- 
ence of  FitzHoward.  FitzHoward  blushed ;  but 
the  shoes  had  not  been  touched  by  him ;  as  he 
took  occasion  afterward  to  inform  John  Eames. 

Sir  Raffle  was  all  smiles  and  civility.  ' '  De- 
lighted to  see  you  back,  Eames  :  am,  upon  my 
word  ;  though  I  and  FitzHoward  have  got  on 
capitally  in  your  absence ;  haven't  we,  FitzHow- 
ard ?" 

' '  Oh  yes, "  drawled  FitzHoward.  ' '  I  haven't 
minded  it  for  a  time,  just  w^hile  Eames  has  been 
away." 

"You're  much  too  idle  to  keep  at  it,  I  know ; 
but  your  bread  will  be  buttered  for  you  else- 
where, so  it  doesn't  signify.  My  compliments 
to  the  duchess  when  you  see  her."  Then  Fitz- 
Howard went.  "And  how's  my  dear  old  friend  ?" 
asked  Sir  Raffle,  as  though  of  all  men  living 
Lord  De  Guest  were  the  one  for  whom  he  had 
the  strongest  and  the  oldest  love.  And  yet  he 
must  have  known  that  John  Eames  knew  as 
much  about  it  as  he  did  himself.  But  there  are 
men  who  have  the  most  lively  gratification  in 
calling  lords  and  marquises  their  friends,  though 
they  know  that  nobody  believes  a  word  of  what 
they  say — even  though  they  know  how  great  is 
the  odium  they  incur,  and  how  lasting  is  the 
ridicule  which  their  vanity  produces.  It  is  a 
gentle  insanity  which  prevails  in  the  outer  courts 
of  every  aristocracy  ;  and  as  it  brings  with  it- 
self considerable  annoyance  and  but  a  lukewarm 
pleasure,  it  should  not  be  treated  with  too  keen 
a  severity. 

"And  how's  my  dear  old  friend?"  Eames 
assured  him  that  his  dear  old  friend  was  all 
right,  that  Lady  Julia  was  all  right,  that  the 
dear  old  place  was  all  riglit.  Sir  Raffle  now 
spoke  as  though  the  "  dear  old  place"  were  quite 
well  known  to  him.  "Was  the  game  doing 
pretty  well  ?     Was  there  a  promise  of  birds  ?" 


Sir  Raffle's  anxiety  was  quite  intense,  and  ex- 
pressed with  almost  familiar  affection.  "And, 
by-the-by,  Eames,  where  are  you  living  at  pres- 
ent?" 

"W^ell,  I'm  not  settled.  I'm  at  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Hotel  at  this  moment." 

"  Capital  house,  very  ;  only  it's  expensive  if 
you  stay  there  the  whole  season."  Johnny  had 
no  idea  of  remaining  there  beyond  one  night, 
but  he  said  nothing  as  to  this.  "By-the-by, 
you  might  as  well  come  and  dine  with  us  to- 
morrow. Lady  Buffle  is  most  anxious  to  know 
you.  There'll  be  one  or  two  with  us.  I  did 
ask  my  friend  Dumbello,  but  there's  some  non- 
sense going  on  in  the  House,  and  he  thinks  that 
he  can't  get  away."  Johnny  was  more  gracious 
than  Lord  Dumbello,  and  accepted  the  invita- 
tion. "I  wonder  what  Lady  Buffle  will  be 
like  ?"  he  said  to  himself,  as  he  walked  away 
from  the  office. 

He  had  turned  into  the  Great  Western  Hotel, 
not  as  yet  knowing  where  to  look  for  a  home ; 
and  there  we  will  leave  him,  eating  his  solitaiy 
mutton-chop  at  one  of  those  tables  which  are  so 
comfortable  to  the  eye,  but  which  are  so  com- 
fortless in  reality.  I  speak  not  now  with  refer- 
ence to  the  excellent  establishment  which  has 
been  named,  but  to  the  nature  of  such  tables  in 
general.  A  solitary  mutton-chop  in  a  hotel  cof- 
fee-room is  not  a  banquet  to  be  envied  by  any 
god ;  and  if  the  mutton-chop  be  converted  into 
soup,  fish,  little  dishes,  big  dishes,  and  the  rest, 
the  matter  becomes  worse  and  not  better.  What 
comfort  are  you  to  have,  seated  alone  on  that 
horse-hair  chair,  staring  into  the  room  and 
watching  the  waiters  as  they  whisk  about  their 
towels  ?  No  one  but  an  Englishman  has  ever 
yet  thought  of  subjecting  himself  to  such  a  posi- 
tion as  that !  But  here  we  will  leave  John 
Eames,  and  in  doing  so  I  must  be  allowed  to  de- 
clare that  only  now,  at  this  moment,  has  he  en- 
tered on  his  manhood.  Hitherto  he  has  been  a 
hobbledehoy — a  calf,  as  it  were,  who  had  carried 
his  calfishness  later  into  life  than  is  common  with 
calves ;  but  who  did  not,  perhaps,  on  that  ac- 
count, give  promise  of  making  a  worse  ox  than 
the  rest  of  them.  His  life  hitherto,  as  recorded 
in  these  pages,  had  afforded  him  no  brilliant  suc- 
cess— had  hardly  qualified  him  for  the  role  of 
hero  which  he  has  been  made  to  play.  I  feel 
that  I  have  been  in  fault  in  giving  such  prom- 
inence to  a  hobbledehoy,  and  that  I  should  have 
told  my  story  better  had  I  brought  Mr.  Crosbie 
more  conspicuously  forward  on  my  canvas.  He, 
at  any  rate,  has  gotten  to  himself  a  wife — as  a 
hero  always  should  do ;  whereas  I  must  leave 
my  poor  friend  Johnny  without  any  matrimonial 
prospects. 

It  was  thus  that  he  thought  of  himself  as  he 
sat  moping  over  his  solitary  table  in  the  hotel 
coffee-room.  He  acknowledged  to  himself  that 
he  had  not  hitherto  been  a  man ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  made  some  resolution  which,  I 
trust,  may  assist  him  in  commencing  his  man- 
hood from  this  date. 
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CHAPTER  LX. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  was  early  in  June  that  Lily  went  up  to  her 
uncle  at  the  Great  House,  pleading  for  Hopkins 
— pleading  that  to  Hopkins  might  be  restored 
all  the  privileges  of  head  gardener  at  the  Great 
House.  There  was  some  absurdity  in  this,  see- 
ing that  he  had  never  really  relinquished  his 
privileges ;  but  the  manner  of  the  quarrel  had 
been  in  this  wise  : 

There  was  in  those  days,  and  had  been  for 
years,  a  vexed  question  between  Hopkins  and 

JollifFe  the  bailiff  on  the  matter  of stable 

manure.  Hopkins  had  pretended  to  the  right 
of  taking  what  he  required  from  the  farm-yard, 
without  asking  leave  of  any  one.  Jolliffe  in  re- 
turn had  hinted  that,  if  this  were  so,  Hopkins 
would  take -it  all.  "But  I  can't  eat  it,"  Hop- 
kins had  said.  Jolliffe  merely  grunted,  signify- 
ing by  the  grunt,  as  Hopkins  thought,  that  though 
a  gardener  couldn't  eat  a  mountain  of  manure 
fifty  feet  long  and  fifteen  high — couldn't  cat  it 
in  the  body — he  might  convert  it  into  things  ed- 
ible for  his  own  personal  use.  And  so  there  had 
been  a  great  feud.  The  unfortunate  squire  had 
of  course  been  called  on  to  arbitrate,  and,  hav- 
ing postponed  his  decision  by  every  contrivance 
possible  to  him,  had  at  last  been  driven  by  Jol- 
liffe to  declare  that  Hopkins  should  take  nothing 
that  was  not  assigned  to  him.  Hopkins,  when 
the  decision  was  made  known  to  him  by  his  mas- 
ter, bit  his  old  lips,  and  turned  round  upon  his 
old  heel,  speechless.  "You'll  find  it's  so  at  all 
other  places,"  said  the  squire,  apologetically. 
' '  Other  places ! "  sneered  Hopkins.  Where  would 
he  find  other  gardeners  like  himself?  It  is  hard- 
ly necessary  to  declare  that  from  that  moment 
he  resolved  that  he  would  abide  by  no  such  or- 
der. Jolliffe  on  the  next  morning  informed  the 
squire  that  the  order  had  been  broken,  and  the 
squire  fretted  and  famed,  wishing  that  Jolliffe 
were  well  buried  under  the  mountain  in  question. 
"  If  they  all  is  to  do  as  they  like,"  said  Jollifi^e, 
"then  nobody  won't  care  for  nobody."  The 
squire  understood  that  an  order  if  given  must  be 
obeyed,  and  therefore,  with  many  inner  groan- 
ings  of  the  spirit,  resolved  that  war  must  be 
waged  against  Hopkins. 

On  the  following  morning  he  found  the  old 
man  himself  wheeling  a  huge  barrow  of  manure 
round  from  the  yard  into  the  kitchen  garden. 
Now,  on  ordinary  occasions,  Hopkins  was  not 
required  to  do  with  his  own  hands  work  of  that 
description.  He  had  a  man  under  him  who 
hewed  wood  and  carried  water  and  wheeled  bar- 
rows— one  man  always,  and  often  two.  The 
squire  knew  when  he  saw  him  that  he  was  sin- 
ning, and  bade  him  stop  upon  his  road. 

"  Hopkins,"  he  said,  "  why  didn't  you  ask  for 
Avhat  you  wanted,  before  you  took  it?"  The 
old  man  put  down  the  barrow  on  the  ground, 
looked  up  in  his  master's  face,  spat  into  his 
hands,  and  then  again  resumed  his  barrow. 
"  Hopkins,  that  won't  do,"  said  the  squire. 
*'Stop  where  you  are." 


"What  won't  do?"  said  Hopkins,  still  hold- 
ing the  barrow  from  the  ground,  but  not  as  yet 
progressing. 

"Put  it  down,  Hopkins,"  and  Hopkins  did 
put  it  down.  "Don't  you  know  that  you  are 
flatly  disobeying  my  orders?" 

"  Squire,  I've  been  here  about  this  place  go- 
ing on  nigh  seventy  years." 

"  If  you've  been  going  on  a  hundred  and  sev- 
enty it  wouldn't  do  that  there  should  be  more 
than  one  master.  I'm  the  master  here,  and  I 
intend  to  be  so  to  the  end.  Take  that  manure 
back  into  the  yard." 

"Back  into  the  yard?"  said  Hopkins,  very 
slowly. 

"Yes  ;  back  into  the  yard." 

"  What— afore  all  their  faces?" 

"Yes;  you've  disobeyed  me  before  all  their 
faces." 

Hopkins  paused  a  moment,  looking  away  from 
the  squire,  and  shaking  his  head  as  though  he 
had  need  of  deep  thought,  but  by  the  aid  of  deep 
tliought  had  come  at  last  to  a  right  conclusion. 
Tlien  he  resumed  the  barroW,  and  putting  him- 
self almost  into  a -trot,  carried  away  his  prize 
into  the  kitchen  garden.  At  the  pace  which  he 
went  it  would  have  been  beyond  the  squire's  pow- 
er to  stop  him,  nor  would  Mr.  Dale  have  wish- 
ed to  come  to  a  personal  encounter  with  his 
servant.  But  he  called  after  the  man  in  dire 
wrath  that  if  he  were  not  obeyed  the  disobedi- 
ent servant  should  rue  the  consequences  forever. 
Hopkins,  equal  to  the  occasion,  shook  his  head 
as  he  trotted  on,  deposited  his  load  at  the  foot 
of  the  cucumber  frames,  and  then  at  once  re- 
turning to  his  master,  tendered  to  him  the  key 
of  the  green-house. 

"Master,"  said  Hopkins,  speaking  as  best  he 
could  with  his  scanty  breath,  ' '  there  it  is — there's 
the  key,  of  course  I  don't  want  no  warning, 
and  doesn't  care  about  my  v/eek's  wages.  I'll  be 
out  of  the  cottage  afore  night,  and  as  for  the 
work'us,  I  suppose  they'll  let  me  in  at  once,  if 
your  honor'll  give  'em  a  line." 

Now  as  Hopkins  was  well  known  by  the  squire 
to  be  the  owner  of  three  or  four  hundred  pounds, 
the  hint  about  the  work-house  must  be  allowed 
to  have  been  melodramatic. 

"Don't  be  a  fool,"  said  the  squire,  almost 
gnashing  his  teeth. 

"I  know  I've  been  a  fool,"  said  Hopkins, 
"  about  that  'ere  doong ;  my  feelings  has  been 
too  much  for  me.  When  a  man's  feelings  has 
been  too  much  for  him,  he'd  better  just  takehis- 
self  off,  and  lie  in  the  work'us  till  he  dies." 
And  then  he  again  tendered  the  key.  But  the 
squire  did  not  take  the  key,  and  so  Hopkins 
went  on.  "I  s'pose  I'd  better  just  see  to  the 
lights  and  the  like  of  that  till  you've  suited 
yourself,  Mr.  Dale.  It  'ud  be  a  pity  all  them 
grapes  should  go  off,  and  they,  as  you  may  say, 
all  one  as  fit  for  the  table.  It's  a  long  way  tlie 
best  crop  I  ever  see  on  'em.  I've  been  that 
careful  with  'em  that  I  haven't  had  a  natural 
night's  rest,  irot  since  February.  There  ain't 
nobody  about  this  place  as  understands  grapes, 
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nor  yet  any  ^vhere  nigh  that  could  he  got  at. 
My  lord's  head  man  is  wery  ignorant ;  hut  even 
if  he  knew  ever  so,  of  course  he  couldn't  come 
here.  I  suppose  I'd  better  keep  the  key  till 
you're  suited,  Mr.  Dale." 

Then  for  a  fortnight  there  was  an  interreg- 
num in  the  gardens,  terrible  in  the  annals  of 
Allington.  Hopkins  lived  in  his  cottage  indeed, 
and  looked  most  seduloush'  after  the  grapes. 
In  looking  after  the  grapes,  too,  he  took  the 
green-houses  under  his  care  ;  but  he  Avould  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  outer  gardens,  took  no 
wages,  returning  the  amount  sent  to  him  back 
to  the  squire,  and  insisted  with  every  body  that 
he  had  been  dismissed.  He  went  about  with 
some  terrible  horticultural  implement  always  in 
his  hand,  with  which  it  Avas  said  that  he  intend- 
ed to  attack  Jolliffe  ;  but  Jolliffe  prudently  kept 
out  of  his  way. 

As  soon  as  it  had  been  resolved  by  Mrs.  Dale 
and  Lily  that  the  flitting  from  the  Small  House 
at  Allington  was  not  to  be  accomplished,  Lily 
communicated  the  fact  to  Hopkins. 

"Miss,"  said  he,  "when  I  said  them  few 
words  to  you  and  your  mamma,  I  knew  that 
you  would  listen  to  reason." 

This  was  no  more  than  Lily  had  expected ; 
that  Hopkins  should  claim  the  honor  of  having 
prevailed  by  his  arguments  was  a  matter  of 
course. 

"Yes,"  said  Lily;  "we've  made  up  our 
minds  to  stay.     Uncle  wishes  it." 

* '  Wishes  it !  Laws,  miss,  it  ain't  only  wishes. 
And  we  all  Avishes  it.  Why,  now,  look  at  the 
reason  of  the  thing.     Here's  this  here  house — " 

"  But,  Hopkins,  it's  decided.  We're  going 
to  stay.  What  I  want  to  know  is  this  ;  can  you 
come  at  once  and  help  me  to  unpack?" 

"  What !   this  very  evening,  as  is — " 

' '  Yes,  noAv ;  we  want  to  have  the  things 
about  again  before  they  come  back  from  Guest- 
wick." 

Hopkins  scratched  his  head  and  hesitated,  not 
wishing  to  yield  to  any  proposition  that  could 
be  considered  as  childish ;  but  he  gave  way  at 
last,  feeling  that  the  Avork  itself  was  a  good 
Avork.  Mrs.  Dale  also  assented,  laughing  at 
Lily  for  her  folly  as  she  did  so,  and  in  this  Avay 
the  things  were  unpacked  very  quickly,  and  the 
alliance  betAveen  Lily  and  Hopkins  became,  for 
the  time,  very  close.  This  Avork  of  unpacking 
and  resettling  Avas  not  yet  OA'er,  when  the  battle 
of  the  manure  broke  out,  and  therefore  it  Avas 
that  Hopkins,  Avhcn  his  feelings  had  become  al- 
together too  much  for  him  "about  the  doong," 
came  at  last  to  Lily,  and  laying  doAvn  at  her 
feet  all  the  Aveight  and  all  the  glory  of  his  sixty 
odd  years  of  life,  implored  her  to  make  matters 
straight  for  him.  "  It's  been  a  killing  me,  miss, 
so  it  has,  to  see  the  Avay  they've  been  a  cutting 
that  sparagus.  It  ain't  cutting  at  all.  It's  just 
hocking  it  up — Avhat  is  fit,  and  Avhat  isn't,  alto- 
gether. And  they've  been  a  putting  the  plants 
in  Avhere  I  didn't  mean  'em,  though  they  knoAv'd 
I  didn't  mean  'em.  I'a'C  stood  'by,  miss,  and 
said  never  a  Avord.     I'd  a  died  sooner.     But, 


Miss  Lily,  what  my  sufferings  have  been,  'cause 
of  my  feelings  getting  the  better  of  me  about 
that — you  knoAv,  miss — nobody  Avill  ever  tell ; 
nobody  —  nobody  —  nobody."  Then  Hopkins 
turned  aAvay  and  wept. 

"  Uncle,"  said  Lily,  creeping  close  up  against 
his  chair,  "  I  Avant  to  ask  you  a  great  favor." 

"A  great  favor.  Well,  I  don't  think  I  shall 
refuse  you  any  thing  at  present.  It  isn't  to  ask 
another  carl  to  the  house,  is  it?" 

"Another  carl !"  said  Lily. 

"Yes;  haven't  you  heard?  Miss  Bell  has 
been  here  this  morning,  insisting  that  I  should 
haA^e  over  Lord  De  Guest  and  his  sister  for 
the  marriage.  It  seems  that  there  Avas  some 
scheming  betAA'cen  Bell  and  Lady  Julia." 

"  Of  course  you'll  ask  them." 

"  Of  course  I  must.  IVe  no  Avay  out  of  it. 
It'll  be  all  very  well  for  Elell,  who'll  be  off  to  Wales 
Avith  her  loA^r ;  but  Avhat  am  I  to  do  Avith  the 
earl  and  Lady  Julia,  Avhen  they're  gone?  Will 
you  come  and  help  me?" 

In  answer  to  this,  Lily  of  course  promised  that 
she  Avould  com.e  and  help.  "Indeed,"  said  she, 
"I  thought  Ave  were  all  asked  up  for  the  day. 
And  noAv  for  my  favor.  Uncle,  you  must  forgive 
poor  Hopkins." 

"ForgiA-e  a  fiddlestick!"  said  the  squire. 

"No,  but  you  must.  You  can't  think  how 
unhappy  he  is." 

"  HoAV  can  I  forgive  a  man  Avho  Avon't  forgiA'C 
me?  He  goes  proAvling  about  the  place  doing  no- 
thing ;  and  he  sends  me  back  his  Avages,  and  he 
looks  as  though  he  Avere  going  to  murder  some 
one ;  and  all  because  he  Avouldn't  do  as  he  was 
told.    HoAv  am  I  to  forgive  such  a  man  as  that  ?" 

"But,  uncle,  Avhy  not?" 

"It  Avould  be  his  forgiA'ing  me.  He  knoAvs 
very  Avell  that  he  may  come  back  Avhenevcr  he 
pleases ;  and,  indeed,  for  the  matter  of  that  he 
has  ncA'er  gone  aAvay." 

"But  he  is  so  A'ery  unhappy." 

"What  can  I  do  to  make  him  happier?" 

"Just  go  doAvn  to  his  cottage  and  tell  him 
that  you  forgiA'e  him." 

"Then  he'll  argue  Avith  me." 

"  No  ;  I  don't  think  he  Avill.  He  is  too  much 
doAvn  in  the  Avorld  for  arguing  noAv." 

"  Ah  !  you  don't  knoAv  him  as  I  do.  All  the 
misfortunes  in  the  Avorld  Avouldn't  stop  that  man's 
conceit.  Of  course  I'll  go  if  you  ask  me,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  I'm  made  to  knock  under  to 
every  body.  I  hear  a  great  deal  about  other 
people's  feelings,  but  I  don't  knoAv  that  mine 
are  very  much  thought  of."  He  Avas  not  alto- 
gether in  a  happy  mood,  and  Lily  almost  re- 
gretted that  she  had  persevered;  but  she  did 
succeed  in  carrying  him  off  across  the  garden  to 
the  cottage,  and  as  they  Avent  together  she  prom- 
ised him  that  she  AA'Ould  think  of  him  always — 
always.  The  scene  Avitli  Hopkins  can  not  be 
described  noAv,  as  it  Avould  take  too  many  of  our 
fcAV  remaining  pages.  It  resulted,  I  am  afraid 
I  must  confess,  in  nothing  more  triumphant  to 
the  squire  than  a  treaty  of  mutual  forgiveness. 
Hopkins  acknoAvledged  Avith  much  self-reproach 
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that  his  feelings  had  been  too  many  for  him  ; 
but  then,  look  at  his  provocation!  He  could 
not  keep  his  tongue  from  that  matter,  and  cer- 
tainly said  as  much  in  his  own  defense  as  he  did 
in  confession  of  his  sins.  The  substantial  tri- 
umph was  altogether  his,  for  nobody  again  ever 
dared  to  interfere  with  his  operations  in  the 
farm-yard.  He  showed  his  submission  to  his 
master  mainly  by  consenting  to  receive  his  wa- 
ges for  the  two  weeks  which  he  had  passed  in 
idleness. 

Owing  to  this  little  accident  Lily  was  not  so 
much  oppressed  by  Hopkins  as  she  had  expect- 
ed to  be  in  that  matter  of  their  altered  plans  ; 
but  this  salvation  did  not  extend  to  Mrs.  Hearn, 
to  Mrs.  Crump,  or,  above  all,  to  Mrs.  Boyce. 
They,  all  of  them,  took  an  interest  more  or  less 
strong  in  the  Hopkins  controversy ;  but  their 
interest  in  the  occupation  of  the  Small  House 
was  much  stronger,  and  it  was  found  useless  to 
put  Mrs.  Hearn  off  with  the  gardener's  persist- 
ent refusal  of  his  wages,  when  she  was  big  with 
inquiry  whether  the  house  was  to  be  painted  in- 
side as  well  as  out.  "  Ah,"  said  she,  "  I  think 
I'll  go  and  look  at  lodgings  at  Gucstwick  myself, 
and  pack  up  some  of  my  beds."  Lily  made  no 
answer  to  this,  feeling  that  it  was  a  part  of  that 
punishment  which  she  had  expected.  "Dear, 
dear,"  said  Mrs.  Crump  to  the  two  girls  ;  "  well, 
to  be  sure,  we  should  a  been  lone  without  'ee, 
and  mayhap  we  might  a  got  worse  in  your 
place ;  but  why  did  'ee  go  and  fasten  up  all 
your  things  in  them  big  boxes  just  to  unfasten 
'em  all  again?" 

"  We  changed  our  minds,  Mrs.  Crump,"  said 
Ball,  with  some  severity. 

"Yees,  I  know  ye  changed  your  mindses. 
Well,  it's  all  right  for  the  loiks  o'  ye,  no  doubt ; 
but  if  we  changes  our  mindses  we  hears  of  it." 

"So,  it  seems,  do  we!"  said  Lily.  "But 
never  mind,  Mrs.  Crump.  Do  you  send  us  our 
letters  up  early,  and  then  we  won't  quarrel." 

' '  Oh,  letters !  Drat  them  for  letters.  I  wish 
there  weren't  no  sich  things.  There  was  a  man 
here  yesterday  with  his  imperence.  I  don't 
know  where  he  come  from — down  from  Lun'on, 
I  b'leeve :  and  this  ^v^as  wrong,  and  that  was 
wrong,  and  every  thing  was  wrong ;  and  then 
he  said  he'd  have  me  discharged  the  sarvice." 

"Dear  me,  Mrs.  Crump  ;  that  wouldn't  do  at 
all." 

"Discharged  the  sarvice!  Tuppence  farden 
a  day !  So  I  told  'um  to  discharge  hisself,  and 
take  all  the  old  bundles  and  things  away  upon 
his  shoulders.  Letters  indeed !  What  busi- 
ness have  they  with  post-missusscs,  if  they  can 
not  pay  'em  better  nor  tuppence  farden  a  day  ?" 
And  in  this  way,  under  the  shelter  of  Mrs. 
Crump's  storm  of  wrath  against  the  inspector 
who  had  visited  her,  Lily  and  Bell  escaped  much 
that  would  have  fallen  upon  their  own  heads ; 
but  Mrs.  Boyce  still  remained.  I  may  here 
add,  in  order  that  Mrs.  Crump's  history  may  be 
carried  on  to  the  farthest  possible  point,  that  she 
was  not  "discharged  the  sarvice,"  and  that  she 
still  receives  her  twopence  farthing  a  day  from 


the  Crown.  "That's  a  bitter  old  lady,"  said 
the  inspector  to  the  man  who  Avas  driving  him. 
"Yes,  Sir;  they  all  says  the  same  about  she. 
There  ain't  none  of  'em  get  much  change  out  of 
Mrs.  Crump." 

Bell  and  Lily  went  together  also  to  Mrs. 
Boyce's.  ' '  If  she  makes  herself  very  disagree- 
able I  shall  insist  upon  talking  of  your  mar- 
riage," said  Lily. 

"I've  not  the  slightest  objection,"  said  Bell; 
"only  I  don't  know  what  there  can  be  to  say 
about  it.  Marrying  the  doctor  is  such  a  very 
commonplace  sort  of  thing." 

"  Not  a  bit  more  commonplace  than  marrying 
the  parson,"  said  Lily. 

"  Oh  yes,  it  is.  Parsons'  marriages  are  often 
very  grand  affairs.  They  come  in  among  coun- 
ty people.  That's  their  luck  in  life.  Doctors 
never  do  ;  nor  lawyers.  I  don't  think  lawyers 
ever  get  married  in  the  country.  They're  sup- 
posed to  do  it  up  in  London.  But  a  country 
doctor's  wedding  is  not  a  thing  to  be  talked 
about  much." 

Mrs.  Boyce  probably  agreed  in  this  view  of 
the  matter,  seeing  that  she  did  not  choose  the 
coming  marriage  as  her  first  subject  of  conversa- 
tion. As  soon  as  the  two  girls  were  seated  she 
flew  away  immediately  to  the  house,  and  began 
to  express  her  very  great  surprise — her  surprise 
and  her  joy  also — at  the  sudden  change  which 
had  been  made  in  their  plans.  "It  is  so  much 
nicer,  you  know,"  said  she,  "  that  things  should 
be  pleasant  among  relatives." 

"Things  always  have  been  tolerably  pleasant 
with  us,"  said  Bell. 

"  Oh  yes  ;  I'm  sure  of  that.  I've  always  said 
it  was  quite  a  pleasure  to  see  you  and  your  uncle 
together.  And  when  we  heard  about  your  all 
having  to  leave — " 

"But  we  didn't  have  to  leave,  Mrs.  Boyce. 
We  were  going  to  leave  because  we  thought 
mamma  would  be  more  comfortable  in  Guest- 
wick  ;  and  now  we're  not  going  to  leaA'c,  because 
we've  all  '  changed  our  mindses,' as  Mrs.  Crump 
calls  it." 

"And  is  it  true  the  house  is  going  to  be 
painted?"  asked  Mrs.  Boyce. 

"  I  believe  it  is  true,"  said  Lily. 

"Inside  and  out?" 

"It  must  be  done  some  day,"  said  Bell. 

"  Yes,  to  be  sure  ;  but  I  must  say  it  is  gener- 
ous of  the  squire.  There's  such  a  deal  of  wood- 
work about  your  house.  I  know  I  wish  the 
ecclesiastical  commissioners  would  paint  ours ; 
but  nobod}''  ever  does  any  thing  for  the  clergy. 
I'pi  sure  I'm  delighted  you're  going  to  stay.  As 
I  said  to  Mr.  Boyce,  what  should  we  ever  have 
done  without  you?  I  believe  the  squire  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  not  let  the 
place." 

"  I  don't  think  he  ever  has  let  it." 

"And  if  there  Avas  nobody  in  it,  it  would  all 
go  to  rack  and  ruin ;  wouldn't  it  ?  Had  your 
mamma  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  lodgings  she 
engaged  at  Guestwick  ?" 

"  Upon  my  word  I  don't  know.     Bell  can  tell 
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you  better  about  that  than  I,  as  Dr.  Crofts  set- 
tled it.     I  su])pose  Dr.  Crofts  tells  her  every 


thin- 


And  so  the  conversation  was  changed, 


and  INIrs.  Boyce  was  made  to  understand  that 
whatever  further  mystery  there  might  be,  it 
would  not  be  unraveled  on  that  occasion. 

It  was  settled  that  Dr.  Crofts  and  Bell  should 
be  married  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  the 
squire  determined  to  give  what  grace  he  could  to 
the  ceremony  by  opening  his  own  house  on  the 
occasion.  Lord  De  Guest  and  Lady  Julia  were 
invited  by  special  arrangement  between  her  lady- 
ship and  Bell,  as  has  been  before  explained. 
The  colonel  also  with  Lady  Fanny  came  up  from 
Torquay  on  the  occasion,  this  being  the  first 
visit  made  by  the  colonel  to  his  paternal  roof  for 
many  years.  Bernard  did  not  accompany  his 
father.  He  had  not  yet  gone  abroad,  but  there 
were  circumstances  which  made  him  feel  that 
he  would  not  find  himself  comfortable  at  the 
wedding.  The  service  was  performed  by  Mr. 
Boyce,  assisted,  as  the  County  Chronicle  very 
fully  remarked,  by  the  Reverend  John  Joseph 
Jones,  ;M.A,,  late  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge, 
and  curate  of.  St.  Peter's,  North  gate,  Guestwick  ; 
the  fault  of  which  little  advertisement  Avas  this, 
that  as  none  of  the  readers  of  the  paper  had  pa- 
tience to  get  beyond  the  Reverend  John  Joseph 
Jones,  the  fact  of  Bell's  marriage  with  Dr.  Crofts 
was  not  disseminated  as  widely  as  might  have 
been  wished. 

The  marriage  went  off  very  nicely.  The 
squire  was  upon  his  very  best  behavior,  and  wel- 
comed his  guests  as  though  he  really  enjoyed 
their  presence  there  in  his  halls.  Hopkins,  who 
was  quite  aware  that  he  had  been  triumphant, 
decorated  the  old  rooms  with  mingled  flowers 
and  greenery  with  an  assiduous  care  which 
pleased  the  two  girls  mightily.  And  during 
this  Avork  of  wreathing  and  decking  there  was 
one  little  morsel  of  feeling  displayed  which  may 
as  well  be  told  in  these  last  lines.  Lily  had 
been  encouraging  the  old  man  Avhile  Bell  for  a 
moment  had  been  absent. 

"I  wish  it  had  been  for  thee,  my  darling!" 
he  said  ;   "I  wish  it  had  been  for  thee  !" 

"It  is  much  better  as  it  is,  Hopkins,"  she 
answered,  solemnly. 

"Not  with  him,  though,"  he  Avent  on,  "not 
Avith  him.  I  Avouldn't  a  hung  a  bough  for  him. 
But  witli  t'other  one." 

Lily  said  no  Avord  further.  She  kncAV  that 
the  man  Avas  expressing  the  Avishes  of  all  around 
her.  She  said  no  word  further,  and  then  Bell 
returned  to  them. 

But  no  one  at  the  Avcdding  was  so  gay -as  Lily 
— so  gay,  so  bright,  and  so  Avedding-likc.  She 
flirted  Avith  the  old  earl  till  he  declared  that  he 
would  marr}'  her  himself.  No  one  seeing  her 
that  evening,  and  knowing  nothing  of  her  im- 
mediate history,  Avould  have  imagined  that  she 
herself  had  been  cruelly  jilted  some  six  or  eight 
months  ago.  And  those  Avho  did  know  her  could 
not  imagine  that  Avhat  she  then  suffered  had  hit 
her  so  hard  that  no  recovery  seemed  j)0ssihlc  for 
her.    But  though  no  recovery,  as  she  herself  be- 


lieved, was  possible  for  her — though  she  Avas  as 
a  man  Avhosc  right  arm  had  been  taken  from  him 
in  the  battle,  still  all  the  Avorld  had  not  gone 
with  that  right  arm.  The  bullet  Avhich  had 
maimed  her  sorely  had  not  touched  her  life,  and 
she  scorned  to  go  about  the  Avorld  complaining 
either  by  Avord  or  look  of  the  injury  she  had  re- 
ceived. "Wives  when  they  haA-e  lost  their  hus- 
bands still  eat  and  laugh,"  she  said  to  herself, 
"and  he  is  not  dead  like  that."  So  she  resoh-ed 
that  she  Avould  be  happy,  and  I  here  declare 
that  she  not  only  seemed  to  carry  out  her  resolu- 
tion, but  that  she  did  carry  it  out  in  \'ery  truth. 
"You're  a  dear  good  man,  and  I  knoAV  you'll 
be  good  to  her,"  she  said  to  Crofts  just  as  he 
Avas  about  to  start  Avith  his  bride. 

"I'll  try,  i;t  any  rate,"  he  ansAvered. 

"And  I  shall  expect  you  to  be  good  to  me 
too.  Remember  you  haA'c  married  the  Avhole 
family ;  and.  Sir,  you  mustn't  belicA'C  a  Avord 
of  Avhat  that  bad  man  says  in  his  novels  about 
mothers-in-laAv.  He  has  done  a  great  deal  of 
harm,  and  shut  half  the  ladies  in  England  out 
of  their  daughters'  houses." 

"He  sha'n't  shut  Mrs.  Dale  out  of  mine." 

"Remember  he  doesn't.  Noaa-,  good-by!" 
So  the  bride  and  bridegroom  AA'cnt  off,  and  Lily 
Avas  left  to  flirt  Avith  Lord  De  Guest. 

Of  Avhom  else  is  it  necessary  that  a  Avord  or 
tAvo  should  be  said  before  I  alloAV  the  Avcary  pen 
to  fall  from  my  han.d  ?  The  squire,  after  much 
inward  struggling  on  the  subject,  had  acknowl- 
edged to  himself  that  his  sister-in-laAv  had  not 
receiA'ed  from  him  that  kindness  Avhich  she  had 
deserved.  He  had  acknoAvledged  this,  purport- 
ing to  do  his  best  to  amend  his  past  errors ;  and 
I  think  I  may  say  that  his  efforts  in  that  line 
Avould  not  be  received  ungraciously  by  INIrs. 
Dale.  I  am  inclined  therefore  to  think  that 
life  at  Allington,  both  at  the  Great  House  and 
at  the  Small,  Avould  soon  become  plcasanter  than 
it  used  to  be  in  former  days.  Lily  soon  got  the 
Balmoral  boots,  or,  at  least,  soon  learned  that 
the  poAver  of  getting  them  as  she  pleased  had 
devoh-ed  upon  her  from  her  uncle's  gift ;  so  that 
she  talked  even  of  buying  the  squirrel's  cage ; 
but  I  am  not  aware  that  her  extravagance  led 
her  as  far  as  that. 

Lord  De  Courcy  Avas  left  suffering  dreadfully 
from  gout  and  ill-temper  at  Courcy  Castle.  Yes, 
indeed!  To  him  in  his  latter  days  life  did  not 
seem  to  offer  much  that  Avas  comfortable.  His 
Avife  had  noAV  gone  from  him,  and  declared  pos- 
itively to  her  son-in-law  that  no  earthly  consid- 
eration should  ever  induce  her  to  go  back  again; 
— "  not  if  I  Avere  to  starve  !"  she  said.  By  which 
she  intended  to  signify  that  she  Avould  be  firm  in 
her  resolve,  even  tiiough  she  should  thereby  lose 
her  carriage  and  horses.  Poor  Mr.  Gazebee 
Avent  down  to  Courcy,  and  had  a  dreadful  inter- 
vicAV  Avith  the  earl ;  but  matters  Avere  at  last  ar- 
ranged, and  her  ladyshij)  remained  at  Baden- 
Baden  in  u  state  of  semi-starvation.  That  is  to 
say,  she  had  but  one  horse  to  her  carriage. 

As  regards  Crosbie,  I  am  inclined  to  belicA'o 
that  he  did  again  recover  his  iiOAverat  his  office. 
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Ho  was  Mr.  ButtcrwcU's  master,  and  the  mas- 
ter also  of  Mr.  Optimist,  and  the  major.  He 
knew  his  business,  and  could  do  it,  which  was 
more,  perhaps,  than  might  fairly  be  said  of  any 
of  the  other  three.  Under  such  circumstances 
he  was  sure  to  get  in  his  hand  and  lead  again. 
But  elsewhere  his  star  did  not  recover  its  as- 
cendency. He  dined  at  his  club  almost  daily, 
and  there  were  those  with  whom  he  habitually 
formed  some  little  circle.  But  he  was  not  the 
Crosbie  of  former  days— the  Crosbie  known  in 
Belgravia  and  in  St.  James's  Street.  He  had 
taken  his  little  vessel  bravely  out  into  the  deep 
waters,  and  had  sailed  her  well  while  fortune 
stuck  close  to  him.  But  he  had  forgotten  his 
nautical  rules,  and  success  had  made  him  idle. 
His  plummet  and  lead  had  not  been  used,  and 
he  had  kept  no  look-out  ahead.  Therefore  the 
first  rock  he  met  shivered  his  bark  to  pieces. 
His  wife,  the  Lady  Alexandrina,  is  to  be  seen 
in  the  one-horse  carriage  with  her  mother  at 
Baden-Baden. 

THE   END. 

YOUR  HUMBLE  SERVANT. 

EICH  as  we  are  in  money,  and  profuse  in 
spending  it  in  order  to  heighten  the  en- 
joyment of  life,  the  good  servant — that  essential 
of  comfort  and  luxury — seems  beyond  our  reach. 
Superfine  houses  we  have,  and  superfine  furni- 
ture, and  superfine  ladies,  and  all  other  orna- 
mental superfluities  in  excess ;  but  those  plain 
utilities — the  skillful  cook,  the  handy  maid,  and 
the  trusty  nUrse,  we  rarely  possess. 

Though  the  finished  article  is  scarce,  the  raw 
material  is  abundant.  Three-quarters  of  the 
globe  have  become  tributary  to  the  lucky  fourth 
we  inhabit.  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe  have 
poured  their  overflowing  populations  into  the 
heaving  ocean  of  American  labor.  China  has 
sent  from  its  swarming  hives  thousands  of  its 
patient  Coolies  to  California  and  Oregon,  where 
our  fellow-citizens  are  served  with  an  enviable 
obedience  by  the  long-tailed  children  of  the  sun. 

Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  have  their  millions 
of  negroes,  whose  stolen  labor  was  once  the 
boasted  blessing  of  their  masters,  but  soon  to 
be  confessed  their  curse.  What  the  future  may 
be  of  these  prolific  children  of  Ham  who  can 
tell  ?  But  Humanity  hopes  that,  with  the  rights 
of  man  conceded,  the  duties  of  man  may  be  ful- 
filled ;  while  Political  Economy  is  devising  plans 
to  save  the  waste  of  so  much  bone  and  muscle, 
and  to  bring  their  productive  force  into  co-opera- 
tion with  the  general  utility. 

Among  the  slaves  of  the  South  there  are  some 
few  accomplished  domestic  servants  who  have 
been  perfected  in  the  households  of  the  luxurious 
planters.  These,  when  luxurious  planters  shall 
be  no  more,  are  destined,  no  doubt,  to  fill  ap- 
propriate places  in  the  rich  and  free  houses  of 
the  North.  Most  of  the  negroes,  however,  even 
those  who  are  called  domestic  servants,  brought 
up  as  they  have  been  in  the  slatternly  house- 
holds of  the  South  and  Southwest,  would  be  as 


out  of  place  in  the  better-ordered  homes  of  the 
North  as  a  bull  in  a  china-shop.  As  for  the  old 
negro  servants,  once  so  common  in  our  North- 
ern kitchens  and  halls,  they  have  become  almost 
extinct  through  inherent  weakness  or  the  force 
of  external  pressure. 

Ireland  and  Germany  have  long  been,  and 
will  continue  to  be,  the  chief  sources  of  supply 
of  domestic  servants  for  the  Eastern,  Middle, 
and  Western  States.  It  is  from  these  countries 
that  we  obtain  most  of  the  raw  material,  and 
very  raw  it  is ;  for  those  who  come  from  aftir  to 
cook  our  dinners,  to  guard  our  superfine  uphol- 
ster}', and  to  tend  the  darlings  of  our  homes, 
are,  for  the  most  part,  peasants,  whose  condi- 
tion in  their  own  land  has  been  hardly  less  rude 
than  that  of  the  American  Indian.  The  serv- 
ants in  Europe  are  generally  the  most  thriving 
of  the  lower  classes,  and  consequently  the  least 
jnclined  to  emigrate.  It  is  rare  to  find  accom- 
plished European  domestics  in  this  CDuntry,  al- 
though there  arc  many  no  doubt  who  profess  to 
be  such. 

England,  France,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland, 
however,  send  us  an  occasional  coachman, 
groom,  valet,  cook,  or  bonne  des  enfans,  who  is 
more  or  less  an  expert. 

Native  Americans,  however  lowly  their  posi- 
tion, have  an  invincible  repugnance  to  become 
menials,  and  there  is  consequently  no  hope  of  a 
supply  of  servants  from  this  source  until  the 
present  social  relations  between  master  and  man, 
and  mistress  and  maid,  are  materially  changed. 
It  is  from  no  indisposition  to  work,  for  native 
Americans  can  find  no  task-masters  as  exacting 
as  themselves  ;  but  they  associate  with  domestic 
service  the  idea  of  servile  dependence,  and  will 
not  submit  to  be  the  humble  servants  of  any 
master  or  mistress.  The  word  "Help"  was 
coined  for  their  especial  benefit ;  but  though  in- 
voked by  this  flattering  appellation  they  per- 
sistently refuse  their  aid. 

Our  female  servants  are,  for  the  most  part, 
Irish  and  German,  and  of  these  the  former 
greatly  predominate ;  for  the  latter,  though  of 
more  aptitude,  have  less  inclination  for  service ; 
and  besides  finding  husbands  readily  soon  be- 
come mistresses  of  households  of  their  own. 
The  main-stay,  then,  of  our  domestic  establish- 
ments is  the  Irish  female  peasant.  She  it  is 
who  is  both  the  necessity  and  plague  of  our 
homes.  As  we  can  not  dispense  with  her 
strong  arms,  we  have  to  endure  her  ignorance, 
her  uncouth  manners,  her  varying  caprices,  and 
her  rude  tongue. 

Housekeepers  complain  bitterly  of  Bridget's 
ignorance  and  awkwardness,  and  will  tell  you, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  how  she  cut  off  the 
tender  and  eatable  parts  of  the  asparagus  and 
served  up  the  tough  stalks ;  how  she  washed 
her  feet  in  the  soup-tureen ;  how,  in  her  zeal 
for  a  shine,  she  rubbed  off  the  coat  of  bronze 
from  the  tea-urn ;  how  she  scrubbed  the  family 
portraits  with  soap  and  water,  and  wore  off  a 
nose  and  knocked  out  an  eye ;  how  she  left 
open   the  front-door  and  let  in  the  prowling 
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thief,  "svlio  made  a  clean  sweep  of  the  hats  and 
coats  in  the  hall ;  how  she  choked  bahy,  who 
hasn't  cut  a  tooth,  with  a  chicken  bone ;  how 
she  cut  wood  with  the  best  ivory-handled  carv- 
er, and  stirred  the  fire  with  the  silver  gravy- 
spoon  ;  and  how,  in  fine,  "these  Irish  servants 
are  the  plague  of  our  lives."  As  for  the  minor 
offenses  of  Bridget,  such  as  burning  the  daily 
roast  to  a  cinder,  setting  the  table  all  awry, 
breaking  the  crockery,  letting  baby  fall  into  the 
fire,  sweeping  the  parlor  carpet  with  the  street 
broom,  soaking  the  ivory-handled  knives  and 
forks  in  boiling  water,  and  letting  the  cat  drink 
up  all  the  milk  :  these  are  such  everyday  oc- 
currences that  they  are  hardly  worth  mention. 

The  ignorance  of  Bridget  is,  no  doubt,  tor- 
menting to  the  careful  housekeeper;  but  what 
else  can  we  expect?  Where  has  she  had  an 
opportunity  to  learn?  Surely  not  in  her  na- 
tive Connaught.  Born  and  bred  in  a  mud- 
hovel,  in  tlie  companionship  of  boorish  peasants 
like  herself — the  "finest  pisantry  in  the  world," 
as  O'Conncll  called  them — and  the  family  pig, 
she  can  know  nothing  of  the  simplest  elements 
of  civilized  life.  Her  knowledge  of  cookery  is 
confined  to  the  mixing  of  buttermilk  and  pota- 
toes for  the  daily  meal  of  the  whole  domestic 
circle,  including  the  hog.  The  very  utensils 
of  the  kitchen,  beyond  a  soot-covered  iron  pot, 
are  mysteries  to  her.  Her  ideas  of  tending  a 
baby  are  derived  from  an  affectionate  reminis- 
cence of  a  sturdy  brat  of  an  infant  brother  or 
sister  sprawling,  naked,  in  the  mud,  in  close 
proximity,  and  mingling  its  cries  with  the  so- 
norous grunt  of  the  pig.  As  for  chamber-work 
and  waiting,  what  occasion  is  there  for  learning 
any  thing  about  either  in  a  hovel,  where  all  help 
themselves  to  their  food  out  of  a  common  pot, 
and  lie  down  promiscuously  upon  the  ground? 
In  regard  to  washing  and  ironing,  these  are  re- 
finements we  should  no  more  expect  her  to 
have  learned  at  home  than  to  play  on  a  piano 
or  to  dance  the  polka.  What  Bridget  may  pick 
up  of  the  domestic  proprieties  during  her  voy- 
age across  the  Atlantic,  huddled  up  in  a  ship's 
steerage  with  hundreds  of  her  compatriots,  and 
ke])t  upon  a  severe  regimen  of  a  pint  of  fresh 
water  a  day,  salt  pork,  sea  biscuit,  and  potatoes, 
can  not  add  much  to  her  information  of  the  du- 
ties of  a  servant.  Arrived  in  the  United  States, 
she  may  catch  at  tlie  house  of  a  friend  or  rela- 
tive a  glimpse — and  the  first  of  her  life — of  a 
joint  of  meat,  cooked  probably  at  the  baker's 
round  the  corner,  and  of  other  humble  comforts 
of  civilization  ;  but  this  can  not  greatly  increase 
her  knowledge.  She  soon  learns,  however,  that 
labor  is  in  demand  and  wages  liigh.  To  get 
six,  seven,  or  eight  dollars  a  month,  as  it  may 
be,  she  believes  to  be  the  chief  duty  of  a  serv- 
ant, and  troubles  herself  very  little  about  the 
rest.  She  soon  gets  a  place ;  for  her  service, 
in  the  want  of  better,  is  indispensable.  Thus 
she  undertakes  to  do  what  she  knows  nothing 
about,  and  becomes  the  torment  and  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint  of  every  housekeeper. 

It  is  true  that  there  arc  a  few  of  the  wealth- 


iest who  are  not  obliged  to  take  their  Bridgets 
entirely  in  the  raw  state.  Such  by  paying  the 
highest  wages  can  always  command  the  best  in 
the  market,  and  thus  secure  servants  Avho  have 
managed  to  gather  more  or  less  experience  of 
their  duties  in  the  course  of  a  rapid  circulation 
for  several  years  among  city  families.  But  even 
these  are  notoriously  unequal  to  the  services  re- 
quired, and  our  dames  of  wealth  and  luxury  are 
accordingly  among  the  first  to  complain  of  the 
universal  grievance.  The  ahsenteeism  of  the 
American  rich  in  I'aris  and  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  which  was  becoming  so  general  un- 
til checked  by  the  advancing  premium  on  gold 
and  consequent  rise  in  exchange,  has  been  at- 
tributed to  the  impossibility,  from  the  want  of 
good  servants,  of  obtaining  a  well-ordered  do- 
mestic establishment  at  home.  However  this 
may  be,  a  still  worse  practice  of  our  well-to-do 
people,  that  of  abandoning  the  private  house 
for  the  boarding-house  and  public  hotel,  is  con- 
stantly excused  on  this  ground.  Bridget's  in- 
competency is  thus  responsible  for  one  of  the 
worst  evils  of  American  life — an  evil  which  is 
not  only  corrupting  but  fast  extinguishing  the 
chief  source  of  personal  and  national  virtue — 
domestic  existence. 

It  is  not  only  of  the  incapacity  of  the  servant 
to  perform  properly  the  services  for  which  she  is 
hired,  that  complaint  is  made,  but  of  her  pre- 
tentiousness or  her  "  uppislmess,"  as  it  is  called. 
If  one  is  found  ever  so  little  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  simple  functions  of  her  place,  and  likely 
to  suit  in  the  kitchen,  parlor,  or  nursery,  house- 
keepers tell  us  that  she  will  so  presume  upon  her 
small  modicum  of  acquirements  that  none  but 
the  highest  wages,  the  greatest  privileges,  and 
a  minimum  of  work  will  satisfy  her.  She  be- 
comes so  exacting  that,  before  accepting  an  en- 
gagement, she  asks  more  questions  than  she  an- 
swers, and  seems  as  solicitous  about  the  char- 
acter of  her  employer  as  her  employer  about 
hers.  She  has  her  own  notions,  too,  of  gentil- 
ity ;  and  having  a  high  idea  of  her  own  respect- 
ability, is  particularly  inquisitive  in  regard  to 
that  of  her  would-be  mistress.  "How  many 
servants  do  you  keep,  misthrus?"  "Three — a 
cook,  chambermaid,  and  waiter."  "Is  it  a  man 
wathur  or  a  woman  wathur?"  "A  woman." 
"  It  isn't  the  likes  of  me,  then,  who  will  be  aft- 
er living  wi'  ye  if  ye  don't  keep  a  man  sarvant." 
A  lady  of  our  acquaintance  having  selected  a 
likel3'-looking  girl  at  an  intelligence  office,  pro- 
posed to  take  her  home  with  her  at  once.  On 
getting  into  the  street  the  lady  called  an  omni- 
l)us ;  whereupon  the  girl  asked  her  if  she  didn't 
keep  a  carriage ?  Upon  being  answered  "No," 
she  turned  away,  and  refused  the  ])lace  for  which 
she  had  been  just  engaged.  In  their  advertise- 
ments for  a  place  they  take  care  to  remind  us 
that  "none  but  respectable  families  need  ap- 
ply." These  are  facts,  and  confirm  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  basis  of  Leech's  series  of  humor- 
ous illustrations  in  Punch  of  the  aspiring  ten- 
dencies of  the  modern  servant. 

The  following  advertisement  from  a  late  New 


YOUR  HUMBLE  SERVANT. 


55 


York  Herald  is  a  more  public  manifestation  of 
high  life  below  stairs,  and  shows  that  the  vulgar 
use  of  the  word  "lady,"  instead  of  the  honor- 
able appellation  of  woman,  so  frequent  in  the 
parlor,  is  echoed  in  the  kitchen  : 

WANTED— SITUATIONS  IN  A  PRIVATE  FAMILY 
by  two  young  ladies ;  one  as  cook,  and  the  other  as 
chambermaid.     Inquire  at —  Street  for  two  days. 

Here  is  another  advertisement  from  the  same 
paper,  in  which  the  applicant  for  a  place  in  the 
kitchen  not  only  assures  us  that  she  is  a  /ac/y, 
but  a  respectable  one  : 

A  SITUATION  WANTED— BY  A  RESPECTABLE 
young  lady,  as  cook,  washer,  and  ironer,  or  would  do 
general  housework  in  a  small  private  family.  Can  give 
good  reference.     Call  for  two  days  at •  Street. 

Here  is  a  third : 

TWO  GERMAN  LADIES  WISH  SITUATIONS  IN 
American  families — one  to  do  housework  and  make 
herself  generally  useful ;  the  other  as  housekeeper.  In- 
quire at Street,  in  the  dry-goods  store. 

A  ferocious  ring  at  the  bell  drew  the  writer 
from  his  work  on  this  very  article  to  the  door, 
where  he  was  met  by  the  demand  from  a  grimy 
fellow  to  see  "  the  ladij  (his  wife)  that's  wash- 
ing here  to-day. "  The  ' '  lady"  was  the  char- 
woman, or  "  woman  who  goes  out  to  day's  work," 
who  had  condescended,  for  the  small  conside'ra- 
tion  of  seventy-five  cents,  to  assist  in  "getting 
up"  the  week's  linen  of  a  small  establishment. 

One  of  the  most  annoying  faults  of  Bridget 
is  her  frequent  change  of  place.  She  has  hard- 
ly received,  we  can't  say  earned,  her  first  month's 
wages,  when,  for  some  frivolous  excuse  or  other, 
she  gives  short  or  often  no  notice  at  all,  and  is 
off  to  serve  some  other  disconsolate  housekeep- 
er in  her  turn  in  the  same  way.  A  domestic 
establishment  is  thus  never  complete,  never  set- 
tled. The  household  is  the  scene  of  a  perpetual 
revolution.  To-day  there  is  a  cluinge  of  dynasty 
in  the  kitchen,  to-morrow  in  the  chamber  or 
nursery.  Domestic  anarchy  and  confusion  are 
the  inevitable  consequences.  The  master  of  the 
house  returns  from  the  cares  and  vexations  of 
his  day's  business,  seeking  repose  in  his  home, 
but  only  finds  disquiet.  The  old  cook  has  gone, 
and  the  new  one  hasn't  come,  or  changed  her 
minil,  or  wouldn't  suit,  and  there's  no  dinner, 
or  his  wife  is  smutting  her  delicate  hands  or 
blowsing  her  lovely  face  over  the  kitchen  fire 
trying  to  cook  one.  If  it  isn't  the  cook  it  is  th-e 
nurse,  whose  month  is  up,  and  she  "wouldn't 
stay,  no,  not  a  minute  longer,  if  Misthrus  Smith 
would  give  her  twice  the  wages."  So  the  in- 
fant Augustus  is  squalling  in  the  parlor  and 
mamma  crying  with  vexation  when  papa  arrives 
expectant  of  a  cheerful  greeting.  If  not  the 
cook's  or  nurse's,  it  is  sure  to  be  the  waiter's  or 
chambermaid's  turn  to  go,  and  the  table  is  not 
set  or  the  beds  are  not  made,  or  the  floors  not 
swept,  or  the  parlors  not  dusted,  and  the  mis- 
tress of  the  house  not  dressed  for  dinner,  and 
consequently  not  in  a  state  of  mind  or  body  very 
favorable  to  connubial  bliss.  Is  it  surprising  that, 
with  the  household  thus  all  awry,  its  so-called 
master  should  betake  himself  to  the  club  or  Del- 


monico's,  or  with  his  wife  give  up  house  and 
home  altogether,  and  seek  refuge  from  these 
"plagues  of  servants"  in  the  ease,  however  cor- 
rupting and  costly,  of  the  well-ordered  hotel  ? 

There  is  nothing  so  sets  off  an  establishment 
as  neat  and  appropriately-dressed  servants,  and 
yet  they  are  seldom  found  even  in  the  most  mag- 
nificent of  our  houses.  It  is  not  that  Bridget  is 
averse  to  dress.  On  the  contrary,  she  is  as  fond 
of  fine  feathers  as  her  mistress,  and  often  carries 
a  twelve-month's  wages  on  her  back.  She  will 
spend  all  lier  money  for  a  silk  dress,  a  lace  col- 
lar, a  velvet  hat,  and  a  flashy  parasol,  and  not 
have  a  few  shillings  left  to  pay  for  a  decent 
calico  gown  and  a  cotton  neckerchief.  Indoors 
and  on  duty  she  is  as  slattern  as  a  beggar ;  out- 
side on  a  Sunday  or  a  holiday  she  is  as  fine  a 
lady  as  her  mistress,  and  might  readily  be  mis- 
taken for  her.  In  France  and  England  female 
servants  are  always  dressed  in  a  neat  and  appro- 
priate costume,  consisting  of  a  white  cap,  a 
frilled  apron  of  the  same  color,  and  a  tightly- 
fitting  spencer,  with  a  short  skirt  or  a  gown 
of  plain  gingham  or  calico.  Thus  neatly  and 
simply  attired  European  waiting  and  nursery 
maids  are  ornaments  to  a  household,  and  even 
the  cooks  and  scullions  fresh  from  the  kitchen 
not  unsightly.  This  plain  dress  so  accords 
with  the  occupation  and  rude  beauty  of  the 
class,  that  the  ruddy  English  maid  and  the  dark- 
faced  French  bonne,  thus  attired,  are  a  great  deal 
more  picturesque,  and  not  less  attractive,  than 
their  fashionably-draped  mistresses.  We  would 
defy  Madame  Calicot,  with  all  the  latest  fashions 
at  her  command,  to  make  up  a  Fifth  Avenue 
beauty  that  could  compete  successfully  in  grace 
of  form,  harmony  of  color,  and  tasteful  adorn- 
ment with  the  Chocolate  girl  of  the  Dresden 
Gallery,  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  won  a  hus- 
band and  a  fortune  by  decorousness  of  dress  no 
less  than  by  beauty  of  person. 

We  know  a  housekeeper  who  has  made  a 
strenuous  effort  toward  reform  in  this  matter  of 
servants'  dress.  She  keeps  a  supply  of  white 
caps  and  gingham  dresses,  and  makes  it  a  condi- 
tion, on  hiring  a  waiting-maid  or  nurse,  that 
she  should  put  her  head  into  the  one  and  her 
body  into  the  other.  All  her  attempts  upon 
Bridget  have  failed.  She  prefers  shaking  to  the 
wind  her  frowsy  locks  reeking  Avith  castor-oil 
and  bergamot  and  bobbing  about,  her  hoops 
hung  with  rags,  to  wearing  "a  cotton 'night- 
cap and  a  common  gingham  frock."  Our  re- 
former must  have  given  up  the  struggle  had  she 
not  had  the  luck  to  fall  in  with  a  Belgian  and  a 
Frenchwoman,  who  had  the  good  sense  to  see 
the  propriety  of  wearing  a  costume  suitable  to 
their  occupations,  and  to  appreciate  the  economy 
of  being  dressed  at  the  expense  of  their  mistress. 
Bridget,  with  her  vigorous  organization,  has 
a  strong  appetite,  and  is  apt  to  make  a  clean 
sweep  in  the  kitchen  of  the  sirloin  and  pudding, 
hardly  touched  in  the  dining-room,  much  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  economical  housekeeper,  who 
is  groaning  over  the  cost  of  meat  at  twenty-five 
cents  a  pound,  and  of  eggs  at  fifty  cents  a  dozen. 
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Bridget  is  wasteful,  no  doubt,  so  liavc  we  all 
been  in  this  most  prodigal  of  lands  until  "war 
prices"  tauglit  us  a  lesson  of  saving ;  and  she, 
like  the  rest,  has  naturally  wallowed  in  the  gen- 
eral ])rofusion.  Bridget  is  fastidious,  however ; 
and  though  her  palate  was  early  smothered  in 
and  dulled  by  the  buttermilk  and  potatoes  of  her 
native  Connaught,  it  has  sharpened  in  America 
to  a  keen  taste  for  the  delicacies.  Whatever 
luxury  has  been  barely  tasted — cut  and  taken 
away  to  come  again  another  day — and  delicate- 
ly appreciated  in  the  i)arlor,  is  sure  to  be  enjoyed 
and  devoured  in  the  kitchen.  As  for  coffee,  tea, 
sugars,  butter,  Bridget  must  have  them  a  dis- 
cretion, cost  what  they  may,  as  she  deems  an  un- 
limited allowance  of  them  as  much  a  portion  of 
her  wages  as  her  monthly  greenbacks  ;  for  Brid- 
get, once  such  a  stickler  for  gold,  has  been  forced 
to  yield  to  Mr.  Chase's  deluge  of  paper. 

There  are  some  screws  of  housekeepers  who 
insist  upon  doling  out  the  bread  by  the  slice 
and  the  sugar  by  the  spoonful.  But  as  parsi- 
mony is  by  no  means  the  best  economy,  such 
lose  more  than  they  gain,  for  they  are  never 
well  served,  while  all  they  have  is  held  to  be 
foir  jdunder. 

In  Great  Britain  there  are  more  complaints 
on  the  score  of  the  voraciousness  of  servants 
than  in  this  country.  English  employers  have 
found  a  remedy  in  what  is  called  board-wages, 
an  allowance  in  money  in  lieu  of  food  from  the 
family  table  and  larder.  "  Every  body, "  says 
an  English  writer,  "  is  tired  of  hearing  of  the 
gluttony  of  the  class,  of  tlie  waste,  of  the  fastidi- 
ousness, of  the  indolence  of  a  set  of  persons  who 
were  reared  on  potatoes  and  buttermilk,  and 
who  may  come  to  be  glad  of  a  crust  before  they 
die.  The  facts  may  be  true,  but  there  is  no  use 
in  ringing  the  changes  upon  them  and  making 
them  a  text  for  complaints  and  indignation.  The 
servants  who  run  to  extremes  in  hot  breakfasts, 
and  luncheons,  and  suppers,  and  in  eating  five 
or  six  times  a  day,  usually  do  it  in  assertion  or 
consideration  of  their  rights  and  dignities  more 
than  in  the  indulgence  of  their  appetites.  There 
is  ambition  in  the  demand  of  a  varied  and  luxu- 
rious table,  as  there  is  in  the  dandyism  of  men- 
servants,  and  the  crinolines  and  flower-wreaths 
of  ladies'  maids.  Where  the  affair  of  their  table 
can  be  put  into  their  own  hands,  a  world  of 
strife  and  jealousy,  as  well  as  of  pernicious  in- 
dulgence, is  got  rid  of;  but  the  trust  reposed 
is  so  great  that  it  is  only  in  the  best  governed 
households  that  the  arrangement  can  exist.  The 
rate,  however,  at  which  board-wages  are  now 
paid,  all  the  year  round,  is  so  much  higher  than 
formerly  as  to  afford  a  curious  measure  of  the 
advancing  claims  of  the  kitchen.  In  the  dear 
days  of  war  and  corn-laws  the  board-wages  paid 
in  London  were  six  shillings  (a  dollar  and  a 
half)  per  we<ik  for  the  women,  and  ten  (two 
dollars  and  a  half)  for  the  men-servants,  beer 
being  included.  Now  we  hear  of  ten  or  twelve 
shillings  (two  dollars  and  tlirce  dollars)  for  the 
women,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  (three  dollars 
and  a  half)  for  tlie  men,  besides  one  and  six- 


pence (thirty-six  cents)  each  for  beer.  We  have 
a^scertained  tliat  the  average  cost  of  the  board  of 
servants  (men  and  women)  in  the  great  London 
Clubs,  at  the  present  time,  is  about  twelve  shil- 
1  lings  (three  dollars)  a  week. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  how  this  fund 
is  usually  managed ;  what  proportion  of  the 
I  servants  desire  to  save  out  of  it :  and  how  much 
;  less  they  care  for  eating  and  drinking  when  no 
controversy  is  inflamed  by  it.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  wherever  this  plan  has  been  tried,  it 
is  found  to  be  i)0])ular  Avith  the  servants  them- 
selves, and  that  they  save  money  out  of  the  al- 
lowance. The  objection  to  it  is  that  it  throws 
considerable  temptation  in  their  way,  especially 
in  the  case  of  the  cook,  who  is  responsible  for 
the  provisions  of  the  family.  If  there  are  real- 
ly many  houses  where  no  bit,  or  scrap,  or  drop 
from  the  upper  table  is  ever  touched  below,  we 
need  no  further  evidence  of  the  thorough  re- 
spectability of  a  portion  of  the  class  of  domestic 
servants,  nor  of  their  rise  in  proportion  to  the 
elevation  of  their  position.  Our  grandmothers 
would  certainly  not  have  hazarded  such  an  ar- 
rangement ;  and  they  had  actually  a  rooted  be- 
lief that  no  maid-servant  could  resist  helping 
herself  to  tea  and  sugar,  however  plentifully  the 
lower  table  was  supplied.  We  all  remember, 
probably,  the  device  of  those  days,  of  putting 
into  the  caddy  a  card  on  which  w'as  written 
"Remember  the  commandment,  'Thou  shalt 
not  steal !'  "  We  ourselves  are  reminded  how  a 
strong  sensation  was  produced  by  a  saucy  boy, 
who  deposited  in  the  same  place  a  drawing  of 
an  old  housekeeper  hanging,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion, "This  is  what  you'll  come  to."  "Oh, 
INIaster  Charles  !"  was  reproachfully  said  to  him 
next  morning,  "how  could  you  say  such  a  thing 
of  me,  that  I  should  ever  be  hanged  ?" 

In  some  of  our  larger  establishments,  and  we 
are  beginning  with  our  increasing  wealth  to  have 
them,  this  system  of  board-Avages  might  be  in- 
troduced with  advantage,  if  their  profuse  and 
ostentatious  proprietors  should  ever  care  for  any 
thing  so  humble  as  economy.  In  smaller  house- 
holds with  one,  two,  or  three  servants,  of  course 
it  w'ould  not  do,  as  these  can  be  more  cheaply 
fed  from  the  remains  and  natural  waste  of  the 
family  table.  By-the-by  there  is  no  more  re- 
markable evidence  of  the  growth  of  luxury  among 
us  than  the  increase  in  the  number  of  serv- 
ants. But  a  few.  years  since  it  would  have  been 
rare  to  find  the  wealthiest  housekeeper  not  satis- 
fied with  three  or  four.  Now  the  ordinary  citi- 
zen's wife,  whose  husband  may  enjoy  a  fair  busi- 
ness income  for  the  present,  but  whose  future 
means  of  support  depend  on  the  fluctuating 
chances  of  trade,  or  the  dubious  prospects  of  a 
Mariposa  dividend,  can  not  do  without  a  com- 
plete domestic  establishment  from  butler  to  scul- 
lion. Laundresses,  ladies'  maids,  and  French 
bonnes,  of  whom  our  American  grandmothers 
had  only  read  of  in  the  fiishionable  novels  of  the 
day,  have  become  the  necessities  of  their  grand- 
daughters. Judging  from  the  complaints  of 
these  luxurious  descendants  of  rude  forcftithers 
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of  the  counter  and  anvil,  we  question  whether 
they  have  diminished  their  cares  by  increasing 
the  number  of  their  servants.  We  commend  to 
them  the  apophthegm  of  Franklin — "  If  you  want 
to  be  well  waited  upon,  \yait  upon  yourself;" 
"if  you  want  to  be  tolerably  waited  upon,  have 
one  servant;"  "if  you  want  to  be  badly  waited 
upon,  have  two  servants;"  "  if  you  don't  want 
to  be  waited  upon  at  all,  have  three." 

If  Bridget  has  vices  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  the  wicked  world,  she  has  her  virtues  too. 
With  the  muscle  and  strength  of  an  Amazon 
she  is  equal  to  any  physical  effort,  and  can  not 
only  perform  with  ease  the  most  laborious  func- 
tions of  her  place,  but  has  force  to  spare  for  a 
tussle  with  an  impudent  butcher-boy  or  over- 
bearing master.  Her  mistress  would  as  soon 
stir  up  a  female  tiger  as  arouse  her  anger.  Her 
strong  arm  and  voluble  tongue  keep  the  most 
tyrannical  housekeeper  in  such  awe  as  to  save 
her  from  all  invasion  of  her  prescriptive  rights. 
Bridget,  however,  is  not  unamiable,  provided 
her  "  Sunday  out"  and  other  privileges  are  not 
encroached  upon,  and  that  she  is  allowed  pretty 
much  to  have  her  own  Avay.  She  is  industrious, 
and  like  most  who  have  no  other  resource,  is 
never  so  happy  and  good-natured  as  when  her 
hands  are  busy,  provided  her  mistress  don't  in- 
sist that  they  be  put  to  any  other  work  than  she 
bargained  for. 

Bridget  is  as  pious  as  a  nun,  and  as  great  a 
stickler  for  her  ecclesiastical  privileges  as  the 
Pope  of  Rome.  Though  most  of  her  employers 
don't  agree  with  her  in  her  religious  tenets,  and 
begrudge  the  time  she  devotes  to  matins,  wakes, 
christenings,  marriages,  funerals,  and  other  pi- 
ous duties,  and  grumble,  when  fish  is  scarce  and 
dear,  about  the  provision  to  be  made  for  those 
jovTS  viaigres — the  Wednesday  and  Friday  of 
each  week — they  are  forced  to  confess  that  Brid- 
get, though  she  does  smell  incense  and  indulge 
in  other  abominations  (to  the  Protestant),  is 
none  the  Avorse  girl  for  being  a  good  Catholic. 
Though  experienced  housekeepers  will  acknowl- 
edge that  they  have  fared  rather  worse  than  bet- 
ter with  professed  Lutherans  and  Calvinists, 
there  are  still  many  fastidiously  pious  folks,  who, 
seeing  in  every  Catholic  servant  a  Jesuit  in  dis- 
guise, believe  that  their  own  faith  can  only  be 
secured  by  having  tlieir  dinners  cooked  and  beds 
made  by  Protestant  Iiands. 

There  can  be  no  stronger  proof  of  the  affec- 
tionate nature  of  Bridget  than  her  generosity  to 
her  poor  relatives  she  has  left  behind  in  the  old 
country.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have 
been  annually  sent  by  the  servants  in  America 
to  Ireland  to  mitigate  the  miseries  of  their  kin- 
dred there,  or  to  relieve  them  of  them  forever 
by  bringing  them  to  this  paradise  of  Patrick  and 
his  numerous  progeny. 

Bridget,  too,  is  of  a  decidedly  social  turn,  and 
likes  to  entertain  John  the  coachman  from  next 
door,  or  Patrick  the  livery-stable  man  from  round 
the  corner,  or  the  Widow  M'Guire  with  her  nine 
small  children  and  one  at  the  breast.  House- 
keepers complain,  it  is  true,  of  the  hilariousncss 


of  these  happy  visitors,  and  don't  like  to  hear  in 
the  parlor  the  echo  of  the  Irish  howl,  the  loud 
Hibernian  guffaw  and  rich  brogue  from  the  kitch- 
en, and  object  to  the  daily  entertainment  of  Brid- 
get's hearty  company  at  the  expense  of  their  lard- 
ers. 

Sobriety,  though  not  the  strong  point  of  the 
Irish  character,  is  rarely  transgressed  by  our  fe- 
male servants,  except  on  the  occasion  of  a  wake, 
or  a  funeral,  or  when  the  sideboard,  with  its  con- 
tents of  Bourbon  and  Cogniac,  is  too  temptingly 
exposed. 

Bridget  is  generally  candid  as  a  child  but  not 
always  truthful,  and  to  save  herself  the  penalty 
will  make  the  cat  the  scape-goat  of  her  frequent 
sins  of  breakage  and  inordinate  consumption. 

Forher  chastity,  Bridget  has,  inher  homeliness, 
a  natural  safeguard,  which  has  been  strength- 
ened by  the  good  principles  inculcated  by  her 
Church.  The  consequence  is,  that  she  and  her 
sisters  have  done  less  to  swell  tliat  frightful  "so- 
cial evil"  of  which  so  much  has  been  said  of 
late,  than  the  females  of  their  class  in  other 
countries. 

In  honesty,  too,  the  Irish  female  domestic  in 
America  is  much  superior  to  the  servants  of 
Europe.  Mark  how  rarely  she  appears  on  the 
prisoner's  stand  of  our  courts,  and  turn  to  a  file 
of  the  London  Times  and  see  how  often  the  En- 
glish female  servant  is  arraigned  for  crime. 
Most  of  the  robberies  of  houses  in  Great  Britain 
are  believed  to  be  committed  by  burglars  in 
league  with  the  domestics.  When  the  Irish 
servant  with  us  does  take  to  picking  and  steal- 
ing it  is  comparatively  of  a  trifling  character, 
and,  like  a  boy's  robbery  of  an  orchard,  supposed 
from  innocence  to  be  less  guilty  than  ,it  is.  At 
any  rate  it  can  not  be  said  of  our  servants,  as  it 
is  of  a  large  portion  of  the  English,  that  they  are 
the  daily  associates  and  accomplices  of  thieves 
and  burglars.  Bridget  has  too  much  self-respect 
to  keep  other  than  honest  company,  and  her 
sterling  integrity  should  extenuate  the  many 
minor  offenses  grumbling  housekeepers  lay  to 
her  charge,  and  for  which  they  themselves  arc  in 
good  part  responsible. 

When  Washington  Irving  was  presented  at  the 
Court  of  Dresden,  His  Saxon  Majesty  remarked  : 
"You  have  no  servants  in  America?"  "Yes, 
Sire,  we  have,  such  as  they  are,"  was  Irving's 
reply.  The  King's  inference  was  not  illogical, 
for  his  experience  of  the  servile  position  of  the 
domestic  in  Europe  could  not  be  reconciled  in 
his  mind  with  the  declaration  of  human  equal- 
ity in  America.  His  Majesty  was  not  aware 
that  our  revolution  was  but  partial ;  that  while 
we  severed  ourselves  politically,  we  remained  so- 
cially in  bondage  to  Great  Britain.  We  rejected 
with  scorn  her  political  edicts,  but  clung  w^ith 
reverence  to  most  of  her  social  traditions.  The 
relation  of  servant  and  master  is  very  much  the 
same  in  the  Democratic  United  States  as  in 
Aristocratic  England.  The  only  difference  is 
one  of  words.  The  English  servant  who  an- 
swers the  door-bell  is  asked,  * '  Is  your  mistress 
at  home?"  and  answers  civilly,  taking  the  ap- 
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pcllation  as  a  matter  of  course,  for  she  constantly 
hears  it  used  and  uses  it  herself.  The  boldest 
would  hardly  venture  to  throw  the  words  "your 
mistress"  into  the  face  of  the  most  amiable  Brid- 
get, or  if  he  did,  he  probably  would  be  made  to 
repent  of  his  audacity. 

This  verbal  concession  to  Bridget's  vanity  is 
about  all  she  has  gained  over  her  English  sisters. 
In  all  other  respects  she  is  treated  as  supercili- 
ously, if  not  more  so.  For  example,  "Thank 
you,"  and  "If  you  please,"  so  constantly  uttered 
by  a  mistress  of  the  most  ordinary  breeding  in 
England,  seldom  pass  the  lips  of  our  fine  ladies 
when  they  command  their  humble  servants. 
They  would  do  well,  however,  if  it  were  only 
for  their  own  profit,  to  be  a  little  more  liberal 
of  this  cheap  courtesy,  for  it  is  suiprisingly 
grateful  and  provocative  of  good  service. 

It  is  this  social  distance  between  the  employ- 
er and  the  employed,  so  repugnant  to  the  spirit 
of  our  democratic  institutions,  which  is  the  source 
of  much  of  the  bad  domestic  service  complained 
of.  The  character  of  servants  would  be  greatly 
elevated  if  they  were  treated  more  like  fellow- 
creatures  and  less  like  beasts  of  burden.  If  the 
intercourse  Avcre  more  close — and  this  might 
easily  be  effected  without  intrenching  upon  the 
due  subordination  necessary  to  a  well-ordered 
household — the  mutual  interest  would  be  stron- 
ger. Ties  of  affection  would  be  formed  too  strong 
to  be  broken  by  every  angry  word  or  passing  ca- 
price, and  we  might  again  see  in  our  homes 
those  who  had  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  fa- 
ther and  son,  mother  and  daughter,  and  so  iden- 
tified with  the  family  as  to  be  partakers  not  only 
of  its  joys  and  sorrows  but  of  its  fortunes.  In 
past  times  it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence, 
even  in  the  United  States,  for  the  old  servitor 
to  be  remembered  generously  in  the  will  of  his 
wealthy  master.  "Who  ever  thinks  of  leaving 
Bridget  a  legacy  ? 

Our  democratic  dames  may  learn  a  lesson  in 
the  treatment  of  servants  from  the  great  Count- 
ess of  Pembroke.  "As  to  her  servants  domes- 
tic she,"  it  is  said,  "well  knew  that  they  were 
pais  domus ;  and  how  necessary  a  part  of  the 
house  sers'ants  are,  and  therefore  to  be  kept 
tight,  sustained,  and  carefully  held  up ;  if  in  de- 
cay to  be  repaired ;  and  therefore  this  part  of 
her  house  she  was  always  building  or  repairing 
by  the  hand  of  her  bounty,  as  well  as  by  good 
and  religious  order  in  her  family.  Indeed  she 
looked  on  some  (and  possibly  on  some  of  the 
meaner  sort  of  her  trusty-servants  whose  offices 
might  occasion  their  nearer  attendance)  to  be  such 
as  Seneca  allows  them  to  be,  good  servants  and 
humble  friends." 

So  far  from  our  domestics  being  pars  domus, 
members  of  the  family,  their  masters  and  mis- 
tresses seldom  know  more  than  their  Christian 
names,  and  in  their  rapid  transition  from  house  to 
house  scarcely  catch  a  sufficient  impress  of  their 
faces  to  recognize  them  away  from  their  own 
doors.  If,  however,  our  housekeepers  would  con- 
descend to  treat  their  servants  even  as  their  hum- 
blest friends,  and  strive  to  win  their  affections  and 


promote  their  interests  accordingly,  they  would 
be  rewarded  with  a  more  contented  and  faithful 
service.  Let  our  fine  dames  give  up  their  gad- 
ding about,  their  pursuit  of  the  frivolities  of 
fashion,  their  indolent  indifference  to  the  wel- 
fare of  their  households,  their  contemptuous 
treatment  and  neglect  of  their  domestic  servants, 
and  instead  of  grumbling  about  their  worthless- 
ness  strive  to  improve  them.  Why  should  there 
not  be  friendly  relations  between  kitchen  and 
parlor?  We  are  told  that  such  have  been  oc- 
casionally established,  and  with  the  best  eff"ect. 
"We  have  witnessed,"  says  a  good  authority, 
"  with  satisfaction  the  terms  on  which  the  young 
maid-of-all-work  and  her  mistress  were  when  the 
mistress  was  willing  to  provide  little  occasional 
pleasures  for  the  girl ;  undertaking  herself  to  boil 
the  kettle  and  answer  the  door  while  her  maid 
was  enjoying  a  holiday  walk,  or  a  tea-drinking 
with  a  neighbor.  It  is  the  same  spirit  which  we 
find  in  some  great  houses,  fitting  up  a  reading- 
room  for  the  servants  in  the  basement — a  room 
nicely  matted  and  well  lighted,  with  a  table  for 
letter-writing,  containing  a  drawer  full  of  sta- 
tionery, a  table  for  newspapers,  and  a  well- 
stocked  book-case."  This  is  an  example  from 
aristocratic  England ;  can  democratic  An: erica 
show  the  like  ? 

Bridget,  it  is  true,  can  seldom  read  or  write, 
but  why  should  not  an  effort  be  made  to  teach 
her  ?  She  can  not  have  been  long  in  this  coun- 
try of  almost  universal  enlightenment  without 
appreciating  the  advantages  of  ever  so  little 
learning,  and  she  would  doubtless  be  grateful 
if  it  were  given  to  her.  If  she  got  no  further 
than  to  be  able  to  spell  out  a  recipe  in  Soyer  or 
Miss  Beecher,  the  result  would  tell  to  the  im- 
provement of  our  present  ill-cooked  dinners. 
Her  employers,  with  their  tempers  and  stomachs 
no  longer  soured  by  underdone  potatoes  or  o\  er- 
done  mutton,  would  be  less  disposed  to  fault- 
finding. 

Schools  of  cookery,  of  laundry  work,  and  of 
family  sewing  have  been  established  in  England, 
and  even  some  provision  made  for  teaching  the 
duties  of  the  nurse  and  housemaid.  We  can 
hardly  see  how  any  such  experiment  can  be 
tried  in  this  country  unless  we  abate  somewhat 
of  that  awful  Republican  pride,  which,  in  its 
lofty  aspirations,  is  fast  unfitting  us  for  all  the 
humbler  duties  of  life.  "Who  so  bold  as  to  pro- 
pose that  a  department  for  the  training,  we  dare 
not  say  of  servants  but  of  housekeepers — for  they 
arc  in  no  less  need  of  it — be  added  to  our  jaiblic 
schools  ? 

For  the  present  our  only  help  for  the  igno- 
rance of  Bridget  is  the  rare  chance  she  may  have 
of  falling  in,  in  the  course  of  her  rapid  revolu- 
tions, with  some  housekeeper  who  may  be  able 
to  teach  her.  This  is  almost  a  forlorn  hope  ;  for 
how  few  of  our  modern  mistresses  of  a  house- 
hold know  much  about,  we  will  not  say  the  grace- 
ful refinements,  but  i)lain  utilities  of  service ! 
There  are  thousands  though  of  many  years'  ex- 
perience to  whom  drawn-butter,  a  jilain  sou]"», 
not  the   oleaginous    compound  so   called,   the 
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trussing  of  a  fowl,  the  proper  setting  of  a  table, 
the  arrangement  of  the  courses  of  a  dinner,  and 
the  regulation  of  the  waiting,  are  still  perplex- 
ing problems.  Our  dames,  however,  have  plenty 
of  leisure,  and  should,  if  they  wish  to  add  to  the 
comfort  and  refinements  of  their  homes,  set  about 
at  once  employing  it  in  acquiring  the  necessary 
knowledge  and  imparting  it  to  Bridget. 

By  elevating  the  character  of  domestic  serv- 
ants we  shall  not  only  promote  the  comfort  and 
welfare  of  our  households  but  do  a  national  good. 
Think  what  influence  for  good  or  bad  such  a 
large  class,  probably  not  less  than  half  a  million 
in  number,*  are  likely  to  exercise,  not  only  upon 
our  children,  with  whom  they  are  brought  into 
such  close  contact,  but  upon  their  own,  the  fu- 
ture voters  of  this  republic  !  Thinking  of  this, 
can  we  doubt  the  importance,  the  absolute  neces- 
sity in  fact,  of  trying  to  make  good  citizens  of 
them  ?  If  we  do  not  do  something  toward  civil- 
izing Bridget  and  Patrick,  Hans  and  his  wife, 
we  may  continue  to  live  in  fear  of  having  our 
houses  pulled  down  over  our  heads,  or  our  throats 
cut  every  time  the  foreign  element  of  our  large 
cities  is  stirred  to  fermentation  by  some  mali- 
cious demagogue. 

With  the  condition  of  domestic  servants  im- 
proved, which  it  is  the  duty  as  it  is  within  the 
power  of  our  housekeepers  to  effect,  a  better 
class  of  people  would  join  their  ranks.  Poor 
native  Americans,  for  such  Ave  have  already  and 
shall  have  more,  as  the  natural  consequence  of 
this  impoverishing  war,  would  then  probably  be 
competitors  for  the  places  in  our  kitchens  and 
nurseries  with  benefit  not  only  to  themselves  but 
to  our  housekeepers.  The  former  would  be  bet- 
ter cared  for,  and  the  latter  more  intelligently 
served.  With  the  frightful  knell  of  Hood's 
Song  of  the  Shirt  ringing  in  their  ears,  we  are 
surprised  that  our  American  women  will  venture 
upon  the  hazardous  experiment  of  trying  to  live 
upon  the  pittance  of  shop  seamstresses,  which  so 
often  leads  to  ruin  or  starvation,  when  by  domes- 
tic service  they  can  secure  good  compensation, 
abundant  food,  and  freedom  from  care  and  tempt- 
ation to  vice. 

Though  service  may  be  debased  by  the  super- 
ciliousness and  neglect  of  consequential  and  in- 
dolent housekeepers,  it  is  not  essentially  degrad- 
ing. The  word  "servant, "so  distasteful  to  the 
American  tongue,  is  only,  after  all,  the  name  of 
an  occupation.  But  the  use  of  it  may  be  uni- 
versally foregone,  as  it  is  frequently,  to  please 
fastidious  American  women ;  and  they  shall  be 
welcome  to  the  more  acceptable  term  "help,"  if 
they  will  only  come  with  their  aid  to  sustain  our 
falling  households.  They  are  apt  to  suppose 
that  our  houses  would  be  to  them  a  kind  of  con- 
ventual establishments  where  they  must  wither 
in  a  perpetual  virginity  ;  for  no  free-born  Amer- 
ican citizen,  they  think,  would  take  a  serv^ant  to 
wife.     We  venture  to  believe  that  any  of  our 


*  When  Prince  Albert  delivered  an  address,  on  taking 
the  chair  at  the  Servants'  Institute,  in  1S40,  he  declared 
that  '•'the  largest  of  all  the  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
in  England  is  the  class  of  domestic  servants;"  and  iu  tlie 
census  of  Great  Britain  of  1S41,  they  were  put  do.vn  as 
^lumbering  about  1,200,0'JO. 


humble  fellow-countrymen  worth  having  are  not 
to  be  scared  away  by  the  shadow  of  a  name, 
when  they  can  secure  the  useful  substance  of  a 
helpmate,  who,  in  a  well-ordered  establishment, 
has  learned  those  duties  essential  to  the  comfort 
of  the  most  simple  household. 

Cooke,  the  celebrated  tragedian,  married  Mrs. 
Cooke  for  her  skill  in  cooking  a  steak ;  but  she, 
poor  woman,  as  it  turned  out,  had  the  worst  of 
the  bargain.  Cobbett  was  first  attracted  to  the 
girl  whom  he  subsequently  made  his  wife  by  her 
adroitness  in  twirling  a  mop,  and  her  zeal  in 
scouring  a  pot.  The  humble  position  of  a  serv- 
ant is  not  necessarily  a  stop-gap  to  the  flood  of 
fortune.  Rousseau  Avas  promoted  from  behind 
a  master's  chair  to  a  seat  at  his  table.  Thur- 
low,  or  some  other  English  big-wig,  began  life 
as  a  footman,  and  was  so  thoroughly  imbued 
with  a  sense  of  the  duties  of  his  early  occupa- 
tion, that  on  one  occasion,  when  crowned  with 
the  wig  of  a  Lord  Chancellor,  he  got  behind  in- 
stead of  entering  his  own  coach.  Lady  Ham- 
ilton, the  wife  of  an  embassador,  the  mistress 
of  the  great  Nelson,  the  model  of  art,  the  grace 
and  disgrace  of  the  Neapolitan  Court,  began  life 
as  a  nursery-maid ;  but  her  career  must  be  taken 
as  a  Avarning,  not  as  an  example. 

Literature  has  dealt  very  kindly  Avith  the  serv- 
ant. The  brightest  of  all  Moliere's  dramatis 
personce  are  his  souhrettes.  His  Dorines,  his 
Dame  Claudes,  his  Claudines,  his  Nicoles,  and 
his  Toinettes  arc  o\-erfloAA'ing  Avith  good  humor 
and  good  sense,  Avhile  their  masters  and  mistress- 
es are  dupes,  fools,  pretenders,  misanthropes, 
and  hypochondriacs.  It  is  the  clever  sidvante 
or  servante  Avho  always  proA'CS  in  his  comedies 
to  be  the  dens  ex  machind  to  solve  the  perplex- 
ities in  Avhich  the  stupidity  of  her  employer  has 
placed  the  household. 

So  in  Don  Quixotte,  Sancho  Panza,  though 
more  or  less  a  fool  like  his  master,  has  quite  the 
ad\'antage  of  him,  for  he  laughs  and  groAA's  fat 
upon  his  folly.  In  the  famous  romance  of  Le 
Sage,  Gil  Bias,  the  hero  and  the  most  amusing 
characters  arc  servants,  Avho  Avear  the  clothes 
and  play  the  parts  of  their  debauched  masters 
Avith  a  grace  and  an  address  equal  to  their  own. 
The  La  Fleur  of  Sterne  is  the  most  joyous  of 
beings,  Avhile  his  Corporal  Trim  is  the  most 
faithful  and  sympathetic  of  humble  servants. 
"My  Uncle  Toby  loA^ed  the  man  ;  and  besides, 
as  he  CA^cr  looked  upon  a  faithful  servant  as  an 
humble  friend,  etc."  Fielding's  Joseph  An- 
drews— that  model  of  chastity  and  constancy — 
is  a  footman,  and  his  virtuous  Pamela  a  Avait- 
ing-maid. 

The  immortal  Sami\-el  Vcller  of  Dickens  is 
the  embodiment  of  good-humored  shrcAvdness, 
and  CA'cn  the  Jeames  YelloAvplush  of  the  cynic- 
al Thackeray — for,  say  Avhat  his  eulogists  may, 
Thackeray  is  cynical,  and  does  snarl  over  the 
raw-bones  of  society — is  no  more  of  a  rogue 
and  a  good  deal  less  of  a  fool  than  his  masters. 
But  Avhy  look  in  remote  places  for  examples. 
Tliey  are  to  be  found  every  Avhcre.  Are  Ave  not 
all  the  humble  servants  of  each  other,  Avhatevcr 
may  be  our  characters  and  position  ? 
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THREE  TROPHIES  FROM  THE 
WAP.. 

MY  husband  is  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regi- 
ment in  the  Ilit-or-Miss  Brigade,  United 
States  Cavalry.  Every  one  ^vllo  reads  the  pa- 
pers knows  how  gallantly  the  Ilit-or-Miss  have 
always  behaved  in  active  service,  and  tluit  they 
are  now  stationed  in  Newbern,  North  Carolina. 
To  be  sure  they  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  j//act- 
ive  service,  but  that  is  not  their  fault.  Win- 
thro])  (that  is  my  husband,  his  name  is  Win- 
throj)  Quincy  Gates)  assures  me  that  if  certain 
persons  had  the  steering  of  the  ship  of  state, 
which  certain  other  dunderheads  unfortunately 
have  in  their  own  hands,  things  would  go  on 
more  briskly.  Of  course  he  don't  mean  to  say 
any  thing  against  ^Ir.  Lincoln,  and  he  wouldn't 
discourage  enlistments  for  the  world  ;  but,  be- 
ing a  Massachusetts  man,  with  the  bluest  of 
blood  in  his  veins,  which  has  come  down  to  him 
from  a  long  line  of  Puritan  ancestors  unmingled 
with  any  meaner  tide,  having  lived  very  near 
the  Hub  of  the  Universe  all  his  life,  and  belong- 
ing himself  to  the  Mutual  Admiration  society, 
his  opinion  is  worth  something. 

I  am  sure,  when  I  saw  the  Hit-or-^NIiss  march- 
ing through  Boston  with  their  colors  flying,  and 
the  band  playing  "John  Brown,"  I  could  not 
help  thinking  of  the  stern  old  Puritan  of  old 
who  went  to  war 

"Like  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  Avith  his  Bible  and  his  sword." 
To  be  sure,  Winthrop  would  never  have  thought 
of  a  Bible,  if  I  had  not  tucked  one  into  his  trunk 
at  the  last  moment,  but  he  was  emphatic  enough 
about  his  sword ;  so  with  a  little  of  what  is  called 
poetic  license  the  line  will  apply.  I  was  go- 
ing to  say  that  when  I  saw  that  gallant  body  of 
men,  granite  in  their  principles  as  well  as  their 
State,  I  thought  that  the  back-bone  of  the  re- 
bellion would  soon  be  broken  ;  but  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  now,  in  spite  of  the  many  re- 
ports, that  if  the  rebellion  has  any  spinal  ver- 
tebrae it  is  sound  enough  yet  not  to  lay  the  body 
politic  up  with  the  back-ache,  or  else  it  must  be 
like  some  kinds  of  snakes  we  have  seen  when 
children,  which,  when  cut  into  pieces,  each  sev- 
ered part  grew  livelier  than  the  original,  and 
wriggled  about  on  its  own  separate  hook  in  the 
most  cheerful  style. 

I  had  a  dreary  time  that  winter  without  Win- 
throp. Of  course  New  Englanders  can  not  be 
as  lonely  as  other  people,  for  they  have  re- 
sources, you  know.  They  have  an  intellectual 
life  ;  a  stir  in  the  very  air  about  them  ;  the  rush 
of  tlie  miglity  giant  Progress.  Life  is  in  the  po- 
tential mood  with  them.  Objectively,  their  world 
may  l)e  dun  and  desolate  ;  subjectively,  it  is  rich 
in  untohl  wealth,  grand  in  glorious  possibilities. 
Somchcrwtliat  winter  the  Ego  and  the  "non  Ego" 
were  not  as  fascinating  as  usual.  I  found  even 
Emerson  dull,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  my  favorite  doll  Carlyle  was  stulFed  with 
saw-dust.  ]\Iy  children  had  the  measles,  and 
my  maid-of-all-work  had  an  offer.  The  latter 
proved  serious,  and  took  her  olfin  three  days ;  so 


that  my  sister  Lu  and  myself  were  obliged  to 
descend  from  Heine  to  Soyer,  and  turn  reluct- 
antly from  tender  sonnets  to  tender  chickens. 
Do  pcojile  know,  when  they  see  those  little  inno- 
cents smoking  and  crisply  brown  on  the  table,  by 
how  many  painful  stages  they  are  removed  from 
the  cackling  denizens  of  the  farm-yard  ?  I'm 
sure  I  thought  it  would  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world  to  have  chickens  for  dinner;  but  I  had 
rather  crack  the  hardest  nut  of  Jean  Paul's 
German,  or  read  the  "Proverbial  Philosophy," 
or  do  any  other  disagreeable  thing,  than  to  go 
through  the  ordeal  again.  "We  completely 
swamj)ed  on  the  gravy. 

Suddenly  the  winter  of  my  discontent  was 
made  glorious  summer  by  a  letter  from  Win- 
throp. He  was  coming  home  for  a  month.  The 
barren  desert  of  my  life  immediately  blossomed 
into  fragrance.  "He's  coming!"  I  joyously 
exclaimed;  "and  what  do  you  tliink,  Lu,  he 
is  going  to  bring  me  three  trophies  from  the 
war!" 

"I  wish  he'd  bring  a  cook,"  answered  Lu, 
dolefully  looking  down  at  a  black  streak,  vul- 
garly called  "smut,"  which  darkened  her  pretty 
white  hand.  Lu  had  come  to  me  on  a  visit  to 
cheer  me  up.  I  was  sorry  to  see  her  spoiling 
her  satin-smooth  hands  in  my  cuisine ;  but  what 
can  one  do  with  two  young  children  clamorous 
for  bread  ? 

"  AVhat  can  the  trophies  be  ?"  I  mused,  aloud ; 
"it  is  just  like  Winthrop  to  leave  me  in  sus- 
pense ;  but  I  can  please  myself  with  imagining 
all  I  want  most." 

"I've  heard  of  scalps  under  that  name,"  said 
Lu  ;  "they  are  always  the  trophies  of  war  with 
one  class  of  people,  and  you  know  we  have  In- 
dians in  this  war." 

"Now,  Lu,"  I  said,  indignantly,  "to  talk  of 
scalps  in  this  most  civil  of  wars.  Why,  if  we 
could  have  cushioned  the  bullets  at  first,  I  am 
sure  we  would  have  done  so ;  for  you  know  how 
kindly  we  felt  then  to  our  'AVayward  Sisters.' 
Even  now  the  war  is  a  friend  to  them ;  for  it  holds 
them  back  from  perdition.  Better  to  hold  them 
back  by  chains,  if  need  be,  than  to  sec  them 
take  the  fatal  plunge,  which  Avill  shipwreck  honor 
and  virtue,  and  ruin  them  forever." 

Lu  smiled,  skeptically.  I  noticed  that  she 
was  not  enthusiastic  about  the  war ;  but  there 
was  some  excuse  for  her,  as  she  wasn't  a  gov- 
ernment contractor;  had  no  old  hulks  of  boats, 
no  fossil  bread  and  pork  to  sell;  and  no  husband 
disj)laying  his  ei)aulets  and  patriotism  in  the 
cause.  Tlien  the  Southern  beaux  at  Newport 
were  so  delightful. 

It  was  ^lay  before  AVinthro])  came  after  all. 
A  native  American,  who  wanted  to  see  some- 
thing of  the  world,  had  condescended  to  help  mo 
in  the  kitchen  a  while  ;  so  Lu  and  1  were  at  lib- 
erty to  dress  in  "gorgeous  array,"  and  to  have 
the  children  in  prime  order  to  meet  tiieir  papa. 
After  the  first  rapture  I  cried — "And  my  tro- 
phies?" 

"Coming,"he  answered,  with  a  comical  smile ; 
"one  of  them  is  just  behind  me." 
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"  Walking!"  I  exclaimed,  a  little  puzzled  to 
know  whether  it  was  some  odd  breed  of  dog,  a 
pony,  or— 

"A  'contraband,'"  interrupted  Lu.  "Oh, 
I  hope  it  is  a  woman  and  cook." 

"No;  it  is  a  man  and  a  brother,"  answered 
Winthrop,  laughing. 

This  was  a  decided  cold  douche  to  my  enthu- 
siasm. I  was  in  the  predicament  of  the  French- 
man who  drew  the  elephant  in  a  lottery.  What 
to  do  with  him,  was  the  question.  Before  I  an- 
swered the  question  satisfactorily,  the  individual, 
once  a  chattel,  appeared.  He  was  a  tall,  slen- 
der fellow  of  about  eighteen,  "very  dark  com- 
plected" indeed.  He  rolled  his  eyes  about  on 
every  side  till  the  black  part  seemed  cast  away 
in  an  ocean  of  white.  His  hair  was  curled  up 
into  the  wiriest  of  little  knobs  all  over  his  head, 
and  he  brought  every  tooth  to  bear  on  the  broad 
smile  with  which  he  regarded  me.  In  his  hand 
he  carried  a  cage,  which  I  divined  in  a  moment 
held  my  second  trophy. 

"What  is  his  name?"  I  asked,  feeling  the 
necessity  of  saying  something. 

"Name  Joe,"  promptly  replied  the  chattel. 

"Where  did  you  pick  him  up?"  I  said,  draw- 
ing Winthrop  into  the  parlor  for  consultation. 

"He  picked  me  up,"  answered  my  husband. 
"You  see  he  had  a  wonderful  hankering  after 
freedom,  and  he  wanted  to  see  the  land  where 
it  grows  spontaneously." 

"  Well,  I  don't  know  what  is  to  be  done  with 
him ;  for  you  see,  Winthy,  Melinda  Jane  is  a 
lady  of  great  sensibility,  and  I  am  sure  would 
never — " 

"Oh,  well,  I'll  set  him  to  sawing  wood  for 
the  present,  and  after  we  shall  see  ;"  with  which 
summary  disposal  of  the  difficulty  I  tried  to  be 
content.  Winthrop  left  me  a  moment  to  give 
him  the  direction,  and  returned  with  the  cage 
in  his  hand. 

"This  is  a  splendid  mocking-bird,"  he  cried. 
"I  know  you  will  be  charmed  with  him.  He 
was  in  one  of  the  rebel  houses.  To  be  sure  he 
has  fallen  off  in  his  singing  somewhat ;  but 
he'll  soon  get  in  tune  again.  And,  by-the-way, 
it  was  in  the  same  house  that  I  found  a  sew- 
ing-machine. I  knew  your  weakness  for  tuck- 
ing Mayflower's  white  dresses,  so  I  brought  it 
along." 

Now  I  ^ac?  wanted  a  sewing-machine  for  some 
time,  but  then  we  had  so  many  other  wants.  So 
when  I  saw  Mrs.  Grundy's  children,  who  looked 
as  if  their  mother  had  wasted  her  substance  in 
riotous  needle- work,  I  tried  to  say,  bravely,  "  Not 
to  desire  or  admire,  if  a  man  but  knew  it,  is 
more  than  to  walk  all  day  like  the  Sultans  of 
old  in  a  garden  of  spices."  But  now,  for  some 
reason,  the  rapture  which  I  expected  disappointed 
me.  I  was  ready  for  it,  but  it  didn't  come ;  and 
instead  came  thoughts  of  some  sweet  Southern 
matron,  seated  beside  that  household  divinity, 
fashioning  dainty  little  robes  for  lithe  little  forms ; 
for  I,  too,  knew  what  it  was  "  to  broider  the  long 
clothes  and  neat  little  coat — to  dream  and  to  I 
dote. "  Certainl V  its  click  would  sound  as  mourn-  | 
Vol.  XXI'x.— No.  169.— E 


fully  to  me  as  the  song  of  the  ocean  shell  pining 
for  its  home. 

I  had  no  scruples  about  the  other  trophies. 
I  had  breathed  New  England  air  too  long,  and 
heard  Wendell  Phillips  too  often,  to  consider 
Joe  as  property,  in  any  sense,  and  the  mocking- 
bird, of  course,  was  a  trifle  ;  but  I  felt  that  I  could 
hardly  be  happy  with  a  sewing-machine  on  my 
conscience.  Yet  it  was  rather  a  delicate  mat- 
ter to  insinuate  to  my  husband  that  my  stand- 
ard of  morality  was  higher  than  his ;  and  I  ap- 
proached the  subject  tenderly,  as  if  I  were  tread- 
ing on  gouty  toes.  I  knew  well  that  he  was 
touchy  on  points  of  honor,  and  though  he  was  a 
little  transcendental,  and  believed  in  the  Dial 
as  fervently  as  the  Decalogue,  I  had  always  found 
him — not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  upon  it — hon- 
est.    I  just  ventured  to  remark : 

"You  are  sure  it's  right,  Winthrop?" 

"  Oh  yes,  all  right,  or,  it  was  in  prime  order 
when  we  started,  I  am  sure ;  but  it  may  be  a 
little  out  of  order  now.  However,  you  know  the 
universal  Yankee  always  understands  something 
about  machinery,  and  I  can  fix  it  up  at  once.  I 
know  you  are  aching  to  begin  on  seam  and  gus- 
set and  band.  What  a  grand  invention  it  is,  to 
be  sure!" 

"No;  but,  Winthrop,  I  mean  that  it  hardly 
seems  right  to  go  into  other  people's  houses  and 
carry  off  their  sewing-machines,  even  if  they  arc 
rebels.  I  know  that  war  justifies  many  things, 
but—" 

"  Oh,  it's  all  fair  in  war,"  he  answered,  care- 
lessly;   "you  know  the  property's    all  confls-' 
cated." 

"  Yes ;  but  I  thought  the  Government  claimed 
all." 

"  So  it  does,  and  so  Uncle  Sam's  officers  helj) 
tliemselves,  ^  Facit  per  aliinn,  facit  per  se;' 
that's  an  old  Latin  motto,  my  dear,  and  means, 
'What  I  do  by  another,  I  do  myself.'  That  is 
clear.  I  hope,  to  the  meanest  capacity." 

It  was  very  dark  to  me,  but  I  was  silent.  From 
the  distance  came  Joe's  voice,  singing  over  the 
sawing : 

"I  takes  my  tex'  in  Mathue, 
And  by  de  Rebelations 
I  knows  you  by  youi-  garment?, 
Dere's  a  meetin'  here  to-niglit. 
Dere's  a  meetin'  here  to-night,  boys; 
An'  we's  gwine  to  pee  some  lit^ht,  boys, 
Before  dey's  done  dis  fight,  boys, 
Dere's  a  meetin'  here  to-night." 

And  I  wondered  vaguely  whether  Winthrop 
could  find  any  text  as  apropos  as  the  Latin 
motto. 

One  by  one  the  golden  hours  slipped  b}--  us, 
as  though  love  had  indeed  turned  the  hour-glass 
in  his  glowing  hands.  Who  can  stay  the  char- 
iot wheels  of  Time,  though  they  prove  a  very 
Juggeraaut  to  all  our  hopes?  In  the  mean 
time  spring  was  flushing  the  earth  with  fragrant 
bloom ;  the  crimson  heart  of  the  roses  swelled 
against  their  prison  bars,  and  dewy  violets  pur- 
pled the  shady  nooks  in  the  garden.  My  mock- 
ing-bird, hung  out  in  the  sunniest  spot,  with  a 
green  bough  over  his  cage  to  delude  him  into  im- 
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agining  himself  in  his  native  forest,  only  mocked 
our  hopes.  Perlia])s  he  could  not  siii>^  his  song 
in  a  strans^e  land,  or  he  found  the  air  too  brac- 
ing for  him,  and  prcfcrred,  soft  Sybarite  as  he 
was,  the  languid  "South  wind  rushing  warm, 
and  the  magnolia's  breath  of  balm.''  I  thought 
he  might  have  the  dyspepsia  from  change  of  fare, 
and  administered  some  homeopathic  pills;  but 
though  he  ate  them  with  evident  relish  they  did 
not  put  him  in  tune.  Then  Winthroj)  bought  a 
bird-organ,  and  tried  in  vain  to  tempt  him  into 
imitation.  I  am  sure  that  it  would  have  been 
successful  if  we  could  only  have  played  "  Dixie" 
or  "  ]\Iy  INIaryland"  on  it.  I  grew  possessed  with 
the  idea  that  he  was  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
his  rebel  ownei*s ;  and  the  grim  despair  in  his 
eye,  and  every  lustreless  feather,  said  as  plainly 
as  words  could  speak,  "The  tyrant's  chain  is  on 
me  now." 

I  bade  Winthrop  good-by  in  the  garden,  on 
one  of  tlie  loveliest  days  of  that  sweet  time 
"Avhen  iiawthorns  brighten,  woodbines  twine;" 
and,  returning,  met  all  ray  cares  and  perplexities 
on  the  threshold,  a  weird  and  dismal  throng. 
First  and  greatest  was  Joe ;  behind  him  Melin- 
da,  flushed,  irate,  and  eloquent.  The  chattel, 
suave,  smooth,  and  oily  in  his  manner,  began  : 

"Berry  sorry  to  say.  Missis,  dat  de  mockin'- 
bird  done  die  dis  mornin' ;  nebber  gib  de  leas' 
warnin',  but  jes'  turn  up  his  legs  a  little  while 
ago  an'  go  dead  widout  'formin'  any  body  of  his 
'tentions." 

"My  stars  I  did  any  one  ever  hear  the  like? 
I've  come  to  give  you  warnin'.  Miss  Gates ;  as 
for  'sociatin'  with  niggers,  I  can't  stand  it." 

Joe  remained  imperturbably polite.  "Knows 
I's  brack,  ma'am  ;  can't  helj)  it.  I's  mighty  sor- 
ry I  is  a  nigger,  but  I  wasn't  asked  'spectin'  de 
color  I  preferred  beforehand." 

"Well,  it  ain't  his  color  after  all,"  said  Me- 
linda,  "  but  his  lyin' ;  he  can  help  that,  I  guess. 
He  hain't  no  more  conscience  nor  a  cat ;  he  lies 
like  blazes.  I'm  as  sartin  as  I'm  livin'  that  he 
killed  that  air  mockin'-bird,  for  I  seen  him  put- 
tin'  some  stuff  inter  the  cage  before  breakfast ; 
hut  of  course  he'll  deny  it,  and  he  pretendin'  to 
be  religious  too,  singiu'  about  the  'good  ship 
Zion.'  I  guess  ef  he  put  his  foot  in  that  air  ship 
he'd  sink  her  sure  as  Jonah." 

Now  it  had  dawned  on  me  before  that  Joe 
was  not  to  be  blindly  trusted — that  truth  to  him 
was  strange,  stranger  than  fiction,  so  I  did  not 
attempt  to  defend  him.  lie  was  prompt  to  de- 
fend liiiiiself,  however,  rolling  up  his  eyes  in  a 
gently  deprecating  style,  and  speaking  in  his 
smooth,  oily  manner — so  oily  perhaps  that  the 
truth  slipped  away  from  his  words. 

"Lor',  Missis,  tink  I  ])ison  a  bird;  I  'fess  I 
done  gib  him  a  little  dosn  to  fotch  him  music 
back,  but  I  prcj)aratcd  dat  myself,  and — " 

"  His  life  has  gone  after  his  music,"  I  said; 
"I  hope  you  will  j)roparate  no  more  such  doses. 
I  think,  Joe,  that  if  I  were  living  South,  and 
had  not  imbil)ed  some  troublesome  dogmas  about 
*all  men  being  born  free  and  equal,'  I  should 
ijave  you  thrasiied." 


Joe  opened  his  eyes  still  wider,  and  made  a 
futile  attempt  at  a  smile.  He  did  not  quite 
take  in  the  full  meaning  of  my  words ;  but  the 
last  one  called  up  direful  visions,  I  expect,  for 
he  slunk  away,  and  left  Melinda  in  full  posses- 
sion of  the  field. 

"Gracious  me!"  exclaimed  that  damsel,  who 
had  lost  a  little  of  her  fiery  glow — "  I  thought  I 
was  an  Abolitioner  till  that  feller  came ;  but  now 
I  don't  go  in  fur  it  nohow,  'cept  it  was  to  'bolish 
niggers  off  the  face  of  the  airth.  I've  heern  of 
people  what  had  a  sweet  tooth  in  their  heads ; 
but  I  declare  for  it  every  one  of  them  pesky 
shinin'  ivories  of  his'n  must  be  that  sort,  for  I 
can't  keep  nary  a  sweet-cake  nor  a  bit  of  jell 
when  he  can  git  his  hands  onto  'em.  Fact  is,  I 
can't  make  'em  fiist  enough  for  them  grinders ;  so, 
as  I  was  a  sayin'.  Miss  Gates,  you'd  better  be  a 
lookin  reound.  I  don't  feel  no  call  to  be  made 
a  martyr  on  yet,  nohow."  And  the  fair  maiden 
was  as  good  or  as  bad  as  her  word,  for  in  a 
week's  time  she  was  taking  views  of  life  from 
some  other  kitchen  ;  and  I  was  left  to  get  closer 
views  of  my  trophy,  as  I  tried  to  make  him  of 
use  about  the  house. 

I  would  have  been  glad  if  they  had  been  dis- 
solving views,  for  I  was  growing  more  and  more 
troubled  about  this  dark  shadow  in  our  house- 
hold. I  tried  to  excuse  him  in  my  own  mind 
by  remembering  the  child's  story  of  the  crooked 
tree — "somebody  trod  on  it  when  it  was  little." 
Through  how  many  down-trodden  generations 
had  those  crooked  and  perverted  ideas  descended 
to  Joe?  by  what  strange  sacrilege  to  the  holy 
and  pure  in  human  law,  by  what  dread  trans- 
gression of  the  divine  law,  had  he  inherited  the 
outlawry  of  his  nature,  his  utter  obliviousness  to 
any  sin  in  lying  or  stealing,  his  religion  of  feel- 
ing and  words  which  never  influenced  his  ac- 
tions? All  this  I  could  understand.  Yet,  like 
Melinda,  I  did  not  feel  a  call  to  be  a  martyr, 
especially  a  "martyr  by  the  pang  without  the 
palm,"  and  I  meditated  vainly  over  a  way  of  es- 
cape. While  I  was  pondering  the  vexed  ques- 
tion I  heard  my  bete  voir  entertaining  my  chil- 
dren under  the  elm-tree  near  the  kitchen  door. 
Shouts  from  the  little  ones,  and  a  long  liquid 
chuckle  from  Joe  drew  my  attention.  I  looked 
out  and  saw  Buster,  my  only  son,  standing  in 
round-eyed  and  rapt  attention,  while  Mayflower 
looked  a  little  startled. 

"  Yes,  Marse  Bust,  I'se  seen  de  debbil." 

"  How  big  Avas  he  ?"  asked  Buster,  wlio  is  very 
precise  and  mathematical  in  his  ideas. 

"Well,  I  reckon  'bout  as  big  as  a  woou- 
chuck." 

"Oh,  Joe,  I'm  sure  he's  larger  than  that," 
returned  the  child.  He  had  the  true  New  En- 
gland mind,  and  thought  that  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  was  to  doubt.  "I  guess  it  teas  a  wood- 
chuck  that  you  saw." 

"Now,  chile,  you  jes  lef  dis  nigga  alone  for 
gum])tion.  'Spec  I  don'  know  de  diffunce 
'tween  olc  Sam  an'  a  feddercd  fowl?  Yal  ya! 
ya!  Didn't  say  he  looked  like  a  woodchuck  did 
1? — said  he  was  'bout  as  big.     Now  I  tinks  it 


THREE  TROPHIES  FROM  THE  WAR. 


G3 


over,  honey,  he  was  bigger ;  he  swelled  while  I 
was  a  looken  at  him  migiity  big — I  reckon  he 
got  as  tall  as  dis  yer  tree." 

"  Had  he  horns?"  asked  Buster. 

"  Horns !  sure  nuf,  honey  I  Reckon  he  don't 
leab  his  horns  at  home  when  he  done  go  for  a 
walk." 

"  And  how  long  were  they  ?"  inquired  my  boy. 

"  Well,  I  reckon  dey  was  long  as  dem  chira- 
bleys,  branchin'  an'  curly  like." 

"But  what  did  he  want?"  asked  Mayflower, 
with  intense  interest  lighting  up  her  pretty  blue 
eyes. 

"Lors!  I  jes  begin  an'  tell  you  do  hull  story, 
Miss  Mayflo'.  You  see,  honey,  anoder  cuUered 
pussin  an'  I,  we  'grees  to  run  away  when  we 
heerd  'bont  Linkum's  men  comin'  down  dar.  I 
'longed  to  fust-class  folks,  chile,  de  berry  fust 
blood,  but  I  tought  I'd  rudder  'long  to  myself. 
T'other  nigger  'longed  to  poor  white  folks — her- 
rins." 

*'  What  do  you  call  them  herrings  for  ?"  asked 
Buster,  on  the  alert  for  useful  information. 

"  I  reckon  cos  herrins  is  a  mighty  mean  fish," 
said  Joe.  "Well,  dis  oder  nigger  did  'cordin' 
to  his  fotchin'  up,  and  he  gin  me  de  slip  and  tote 
hisself  off  alone.  'Spect  he  was  feerd  de  hoe- 
cake  gin  out  or  suthing.  So  you  see,  chilen,  I 
was  wrathy ;  I  felt  jes  like  a  dog  what's  been 
chained  up  all  his  life,  an'  some  one  cum  along 
an'  loose  him  an'  let  him  run  a  little  way,  but 
soon  as  he  sniffs  the  free  air  jest  hauls  him  back 
to  the  tarnal  kennel  agin.  So  I  reckon  I  cussed 
mighty  bad  for  a  while,  nuff  to  blast  de  corn 
whar  I  was  worken,  and  den  dat  yer  debbil 
'peared  to  me." 

"  Did  he  speak?"  asked  Buster. 

'*  Yes,  chile,  he  talked  like  a  thunder-gust,  an' 
he  looked  chain  lightnin'.  Fact  is,  I  could  have 
put  t'oder  niggers,  mean  no  account  Massa,  on 
his  track,  and  dat's  what  de  debbil  done  tempt 
me  mighty  hard  to  do ;  but  ye  know  de  Scripture, 
'  Desist  de  debbil,  an'  he  flees.'  I's  an  hon'able 
nigga,  an'  he  couldn't  come  it,  but  he  went  at 
me  Avid  dem  horns  an'  hooves,  nuff  to  mnkede 
fur  fly.  When  it  was  over,  brcss  you,  I  didn't 
know  which  whopped  till  I  saw  him  turn  hisself 
inside  out  and  go  off  in  brimstun  blaze." 

"Now,  Joe,"  said  Buster,  in  a  matter-of-fact 
tone,  "you  know  that  was  impossilde ;  nobody 
could  turn  themselves  inside  out." 

"No  bod//  couldn't,  Marso  Bust,  but  reckon 
de  debbil  could." 

This  disputed  question  was  not  settled,  for  I 
called  the  ciiildren  in  at  that  moment,  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  spending  that  whole  evening  with 
Mayflower,  who  was  in  a  state  of  terror  respect- 
ing the  individual  with  horns  as  "high  as  do 
chimblcys."  At  last  J  soothed  her  to  sleep, 
thankful  that  Buster  was  too  skej)tical  to  suffer, 
and  went  down  stairs  to  give  Joe  a  lecture  on 
the  subject  of  his  revelations. 

From  that  day  Lu  and  I  undertook  to  inform 
his  mind  and  enlighten  his  understanding;  but 
we  found  that  the  feeble  rays  of  light  which  we 
succeeded  in  introducing  into  those  benighted 


regions  were  as  quickly  extinguished  as  torches 
in  a  neglected  mine.  We  constituted  ourselves 
home-missionaries,  and  gave  him  sage  advice  and 
gospel  truth  with  his  daily  bread  ;  but  our  words 
fell  on  him  as  ineffectually  as  tiie  bullets  on  an 
Ironside.  I  could  never  give  full  and  pathetic 
utterance  to  all  we  suffered  at  the  hands  of  our 
household  heathen  while  waiting  Winthrop's 
answer  to  my  letter  containing  a  statement  of 
grievances. 

Lu  came  in  one  day  looking  radiant.  I  be- 
lieve I  have  not  stated  before  that  my  sister  is  a 
beauty — with  the  sunniest  of  hazel  eyes,  and 
golden  brown  hair,  which  she  wears  rippling 
down  her  neck  in  what  is  fashionably  termed  a 
waterfall;  the  prettiest  little  mouth,  firm  and 
resolute  as  well  as  sweet,  as  many  a  luckless 
youth  has  found  to  his  sorrow  when  it  ofjened 
only  to  reiterate  one  unwelcome  word ;  and  a 
slender,  lithe  figure,  full  of  the  poetry  of  motion, 
as  though  "  it  were  modulated  so  to  an  unheard 
melody."  Her  first  words  were,  "Have  you 
heard  of  the  donation  party  to  be  given  next 
Wednesday  to  Mr.  Frome?" 

I  knew  well  enough  that  this  had  never  so 
filled  her  eyes  with  soft  shining  light,  and  sent 
that  pretty  rosy  flush  over  her  face.  So  I  said, 
coolly, 

"  Oh  yes!  I  knew  all  about  it,  and  you  too, 
Lu,  if  you  recollect,  though  you  didn't  seem  so 
enthused  about  it  then." 

And  I  waited  a  few  moments  patiently,  know- 
ing that  the  cream  of  a  woman's  thoughts,  like 
other  cream,  does  not  come  to  the  surface  at 
once. 

"  Did  you  know  that  Mrs.  Frome  had  South- 
ern relations?"  she  asked,  after  a  short  silence. 

"No,"  I  answered,  "I  hope  they  are  pleas- 
anter  than  my  Southern  relations,"  with  an  ex- 
pressive glance  at  Joe,  who  had  just  come  in  to 
set  the  table  for  tea. 

"  One  of  them  is  here  on  a  visit  now — an  old 
acquaintance  of  mine ;  perhaps  you  remember 
Custis  Peyton." 

A  howl  from  Joe,  nipped  in  the  bud  by  the 
crash  of  my  best  cut-glass  dish,  diverted  our 
minds  for  a  time. 

"Mighty  sorry.  Missis,  for  dat  smash;  but 
dat  name  done  flustercate  me  for  sure.  Why,  I 
'longed  to  de  Peyton s  ;  an'  I  knowed  Massa  Cuss 
'fore  he  knowed  hisself." 

Lu  looked  at  him  with  a  new  interest.  "I 
believe  Mr.  Peyton  is  a  Newbcrn  man,"  she 
said;  "how  did  you  like  him,  Joe?"  "Oh! 
I  liked  Marse  Cuss  monstrus,"  Joe  answered ; 
"used  to  go  to  Bofurt  wid  him  now  and  den, 
an'  I  nebber  seen  such  a  mighty  cute  feller  for 
takin'  stone-crab  and  mint-juleps  as  Marse  Cuss 
— reckon  he  could  beat  at  dat  air  biziness,  could 
Marse  Cuss." 

"Oh,  do  be  still,  Joe,  it  sounds  exactly  like 
swearing  with  your  Marse  Cuss,"  said  Lu,  a 
little  impatient  at  the  unromantic  visions  called 
up  by  Joe's  words. 

I  recalled  Custis  Peyton  without  difficulty. 
A  tall,  handsome  fellow,  with  a  lordly  uir  as  one 


C4 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


born  to  command  ;  rather  swarthy,  but  with  fine, 
flasliing  eyes  and  glittering  teeth,  and  a  rever- 
ent air  to  hidies — a  dee])  absorption  in  their  pretty 
nothings  that  won  their  hearts. 

"What  can  he  be  doing  here?"  I  asked; 
"perhaps  he's  a  spy." 

"Nonsense,"  answered  La;  "he  has  just 
finished  at  Cambridge.  He  is  a  Union  South- 
erner. His  mother  is  North  now  somewhere 
witli  the  rest  of  her  cliiklren.  She  is  a  widow. 
His  father  was  a  North  Carolinian,  and  of  course 
he  isn't  quite  so  rabid  for  the  war  as  some  of 
our  friends.  He  don't  approve  of  every  thing 
that  Lincoln  does,  nor  elevate  him  to  the  side 
of  Washington,  and  he  can't  get  over  his  preju- 
dice in  favor  of  slavery ;  but  he's  a  sound  Union 
man." 

"Union  in  sound,  I  expect,"  I  said,  smiling. 

Lu  dropped  that  subject,  and  said,  "Well,  in 
regard  to  the  donation.  The  ladies  haA^e  decid- 
ed to  meet  early  in  the  afternoon  to  finish  up 
^Irs.  Frome's  summer  sewing ;  to  which  motion, 
I  am  sure,  you  will  lend  your  approval,  and  your 
sewing-machine,  for  that  is  what  they  want. 
After  doing  up  the  useful  in  the  afternoon  we 
will  do  the  agreeable  in  the  evening,  and  the 
gentlemen  will  come  in  with  the  other  refresh- 
ments." 

"They  are  welcome  to  the  machine,"  I  said ; 
"  I  am  only  sorry  I  can  not  go  to  work  it ;  but 
of  course  there  will  be  some  one  there  able  to  do 
that.  And  we  must  study  Miss  Beecher,  Lu. 
I  think  she  is  better  adapted  to  our  capacity 
than  Soyer,  so  that  we  can  send  something  de- 
lecrable  to  our  minister's  wife." 

Joe  followed  me  out  a  few  moments  after  with 
a  solemn  face.  "Look  a  yer.  Missis,"  he  fal- 
tered ;  "  does  you  reckon  Marse  Cuss  done  come 
for  cotch  me  ?  'Cos  dis  nigga  cut  and  run  den, 
for  sure." 

I  felt  inclined  to  dissimulate  a  little,  I  own, 
thinking  of  the  keen  pleasure  I  should  feel  at 
such  a  denoue'mcnt ;  but  truth  is  mighty,  and  it 
did  prevail. 

"Not  at  all,  Joe  ;  he  is  visiting  Mrs.  Frome, 
a  relation.  He  is  a  Union  man,  and  the  whole 
family  are  North." 

Wednesday  came,  a  golden  day,  full-sailed 
fleets  of  snowy  clouds  sailing  over  a  deep  blue 
sea;  soft  airs  blowing  from  gardens  that  stood 
knee-deep  in  fragrant  bloom ;  the  cloudy  pop- 
lars near  the  house  showing  their  silver  linings 
with  an  endless  flutter  of  joy,  while  the  river  in 
the  distance  rolled  on  in  many  a  glittering  curve 
between  its  fringes  of  hemlock  and  tender  birch. 
Lu  came  floating  down  like  a  rose-lit  cloud,  for 
she  wore  some  kind  of  a  fleecy  thin  dress,  snowy- 
white,  with  rose-colored  ribbons,  and  she  looked 
as  if  the  sunlight  was  prisoned  in  her  air,  so 
deftly  did  those  mystic  fingers  of  light  transmute 
the  brown  to  gold.  I  could  not  iielp  saying, 
when  I  saw  the  eager  light  whidi  kindled  her 
oye,  and  the  crimson  flush  on  cheek  and  lip, 
"Take  care,  Lu ;  don't  forget  the  principles 
you  learned  with  your  first  prayers ;  remember 
Wiiitti-r— 


"'For  dearer  the  blast  round  our  mountains  that  raves 
Than  the  soft  summer  zephyr  that  playa  over  slaves; 
And  know  that  the  Yankee  ^u'l  rather  would  be 
In  bondage  with  them  tiian  in  freedom  with  thee.''" 

She  gave  me  such  a  bright  glance  in  reply, 
so  exidtant,  that  I  longed  to  be  going  with  her 
instead  of  overseeing  my  culinary  department ; 
but  to  the  latter  duty  sternly  pointed. 

I  had  there  a  raw  recruit — a  middle-aged  wo- 
man of  the  Irisli  persuasion.  I  had  heard  fear- 
ful accounts  of  her  violent  temper,  but  upon 
questioning  her  she  denied  the  soft  impeach- 
ment. 

"High  timper,  is  it?  Sorra  a  bit  too  high, 
barrin'  jist  enough  iv  that  same  to  kapc  me  out 
of  the  mud." 

That  she  had  not  the  degree  requisite  to  keep 
her  out  of  the  dirt  I  saw  plainly  that  afternoon  ; 
for  there  were  other  autographs  on  her  face  be- 
sides that  left  by  old  Father  Time.  A  fragrant 
odor  of  warm  bread  filled  the  room,  and  to  my 
gentle  questioning  about  her  "method"  she  re- 
turned, fiercely : 

"  Bake  bread,  is  it  ?  Bcgorra  an'  I've  baked 
more  thin  the  beggarly  Yankees  iver  ate — enough 
to  pave  a  way  from  here  to  Ballykeshla  wid  the 
bonny  loaves." 

The  last-mentioned  place,  I  suppose,  rejoiced 
in  having  been  her  native  spot.  I  concluded 
afterward  that  the  said  pavement  would  be  the 
most  appropriate  use  for  her  bread. 

It  was  still  early  in  the  evening  when  I  heard 
Lu  come  in.  I  Avas  surprised  to  hear  her  run 
up  stairs  at  once  to  her  own  room,  and  followed 
to  question  her  of  the  party.  She  sat  by  the 
window,  in  the  full  tide  of  the  pallid  moonlight 
that  seemed  to  have  swept  away  the  rosy  flush 
from  cheek  and  lip,  and  deadened  to  lustreless 
brown  the  golden  glory  of  her  hair.  Some  of 
the  hopeful  light,  too,  had  died  out  of  her  hazel 
eyes,  and  I  knew  at  once  that  something  had 
happened. 

"What  is  it,  Lu?"  I  urged,  with  the  tender- 
est  sisterly  affection. 

"I  expect  I  had  better  tell  you  all,  Meg,"  she 
said,  with  a  half-laugh,  which  was  more  pathetic 
than  tears,  "though  it  is  rather  hard  to  let  you 
know  tliat  I  have  been  so  silly.  You  remember 
Custis  Peyton  that  summer  at  Newport ;  how 
v/e  walked,  drove,  and  talked  till — well,  I  be- 
lieve I  lost  my  heart.  He  talked  Tennyson ; 
and  having  just  dipped  fiir  enough  into  Ger- 
man to  enjoy  it,  he  made  love  to  me  with  the 
most  charming  of  German  diminutives;  but  the 
clearer,  plainer  language  of  proposal  he  did  not 
speak. " 

For  this  last  I  was  inwardly  thankful,  but 
said  nothing. 

"We  parted  Avith  some  slight  disagreement. 
Perhaps  my  heart  asked  something  more  than 
*Licl)  licbchen,'  or  'Meine  Schatze,'  and  grew 
petulant  over  tlie  trifles  giA'cn  in  exchange  for 
its  lavish  wealth.  I  never  heard  from  him  till 
the  other  day,  and  you  may  know  how  eagerly 
I  looked  forward  to  this  night ;  for  time  had 
not  dimmed  the  brightness  of  his  image.     Per- 
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haps  it  lent  a   golden  mist  to   glorify  it  still 
more." 

"Well,  Lu, "  I  said,  impatient  for  the  end. 

"I  was  in  such  spirits  this  afternoon.  We 
Avorked  away  merrily,  and  finished  innumerable 
garments  for  poor,  pale  little  Mrs.  Frome  and 
those  six  Berserkers  of  hers,  who  look  as  if  they 
should  only  Avear  sheet-iron  suits.  The  tea  Avas 
ready  Avhen  Ave  had  finished.  My  heart  began 
to  throb ;  and  somehow  the  pickles  and  cake, 
light  biscuits  and  solid  edibles,  seemed  floating 
before  me  like  the  airy  phantoms  of  a  dream, 
while  the  only  reality,  Custis  Peyton,  stood  boAv- 
ing  aboA'e  them  A\'ith  the  most  admiring  look. 
I  never  knew  Avhether  I  Avas  eating  pickles  or 
cake,  for  every  thing  Avas  flavored  Avith  him. 
But  I  must  hasten  to  the  end,  only  saying,  by- 
the-AA'ay,  that  never  in  the  old  Newport  flirta- 
tion had  he  been  so  absorbed,  so  full  of  tender 
flattery  that  bore  such  a  delicious  air  of  truth, 
so  eloquent  in  words  that  just  barely  escaped 
the  deepest  meanings  in  life.  We  talked  over 
the  former  days,  of  course,  and  he  grew  more 
and  more  entranced,  till  at  last  he  asked  me  if 
I  did  not  find  the  air  oppressively  Avarm.  So 
Ave  went  into  the  seAving-room,  where  the  piled- 
up  work  lay  about,  and  the  three  scAving-ma- 
chines,  Avhose  busy  click  had  sounded  all  the 
afternoon,  Avere  taking  a  rest.  On  one  of  them 
— on  yours,  Meg — stood  a  candle,  by  Avhose  light 
the  ghostly  garments  and  dark  machines  Avere 
visible.  It  Avas  not  a  very  romantic  place,"  she 
said,  laughing. 

"A  union  of  life's  romance  and  realities,"  I 
answered.  "You  know,  Lu,  such  things  ahvays 
Avill  mar  our  ideal ;  we  see  it  every  day." 

"Well,  Custis  talked  a  while,  as  people  al- 
Avays  have  talked,  I  suppose,  since  the  primal 
pair  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  then  he  took 
my  hand  to  look  at  a  little  ring  Avhich  he  gave 
me  once  —  this  little  pearl,  you  knoAv,  Avhich 
you  have  asked  so  often  about.  I  don't  knoAv 
Avhat  he  Avas  going  to  say  as  he  raised  my  hand 
to  the  light;  but  he  let  it  fall  again,  and,  in- 
stead, took  hold  of  your  sewing-machine.  He 
muttered  something  like  *  Strange  !'  and  then 
took  the  candle  and  sun^eyed  it  carefully.  At 
last,  pointing  to  something  written  beneath  it, 
he  said : 

"  '  Excuse  me,  Miss  Lu  ;  but  just  read  that, 
if  you  please.' 

"I  bent  down  to  do  so,  and  read,  clearly, 
'Peyton,  Ncwbern,  N.  C 

"  '  Is  it  not  infamous  ?'  he  exclaimed,  his  dark 
face  flushing,  and  his  eyes  glittering  like  steel. 
'  Some  Yankee  Vandal  has  taken  that  from  my 
mother's  house.  I  bought  it  for  her  two  years 
ago ;  but  she  Avrote  me  that  she  had  left  NcAvbern 
in  such  haste  that  she  had  only  saved  the  port- 
able things.  I  expected  to  go  down  and  look 
after  them  soon  ;  but  there  is  no  need  now,  I 
expect.  No  doubt  the  valuable  articles  are  dis- 
tributed among  the  moral  and  religious  Puri- 
tans, or  elsewhere.  I  liavc  heard  of  Yankee 
bargaining,  but  this  is  stealing.  You  will  find 
that  the  standard  of  morality  will  soon  be  low- 


ered if  this  thing  goes  on.  A  man  Avho  is  ac- 
customed to  steal  from  his  enemies  Avill  soon 
lose  his  horror  at  the  crime.' 

"Meg,  I  Avas  so  bewildered  that  I  had  not 
the  moral  courage  to  avoAv  that  Winthrop  Avas 
the  thief;  but  I  did  falter  something  about  'con- 
fiscation.' 

"  '  Then  they  steal  from  the  Government,  from 
friends  instead  of  enemies,  if  you  like  that  bet- 
ter,' he  rejoined,  passionately.  'Pardon  me. 
Miss  Lu,  but  this  thing  has  brought  back  my 
lost  home  so  painfully,  so  many  pleasant  scenes 
of  home  joy  ;  I  can  see  the  desolate  rooms  Avith 
strange  officers  lounging  about  them,  iuA'ading 
every  cherished  nook.  You  Avould  find  me  a  sad 
companion  for  the  rest  of  the  evening.  I  think 
I  shall  have  to  leaA'-e  the  gay  revelers  yonder. 
I  will  see  you  again,  I  hope.' 

"  So  saying,  Meg,  he  led  me  tenderly  back  to 
the  parlor — and  there  Avas  the  end." 

Lu  looked  off  again  to  Avhere  the  moon  pour- 
ed its  pale  light  over  the  garden  ;  the  clouds  of 
rose  and  gold  had  softened  to  purest  pearl  and 
silvery  sheen — cold  neutral  tints  instead  of  lavish 
color  and  golden  gloAv ;  and  somehoAV  her  life 
seemed  to  haA^e  passed  suddenly  from  the  glori- 
ous sunlight  of  the  day's  hope  to  something  chill 
and  pallid  as  the  night.  I  could  not  say  much, 
for  I  secretly  rejoiced  that  Mr.  Peyton  Avas  not 
to  be  my  brother-in-laAv,  and  hoped  Lu  Avould 
soon  forget  him. 

"  So  you  see,  Meg,"  she  concluded,  laughing, 
"how  unlucky  one  of  your  trophies  has  been — 
unraveling  the  web  of  my  destiny,  instead  of 
of  helping,  as  its  true  vocation  intends." 

"I  shall  send  a  note  to  Mr.  Peyton  to-mor- 
row," I  exclaimed,  "begging  him  to  send  the 
machine  to  his  mother ;  I  never  Avish  to  see  it 
again.  Yet,  do  you  knoAV,  Lu,  he  is  half  right 
about  the  stealing?" 

"  I  thought  him  wholly  right,"  answered  Lu. 

An  ansAver  came  to  my  note,  but  the  gentle- 
man did  not ;  most  politely  Avorded  was  the  mis- 
sive ;  his  mother,  doubtless,  had  already  replaced 
the  machine ;  hoped  I  Avould  accept  it,  etc.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  I  declined  the  honor,  and 
neither  the  machine  nor  master  ever  appeared 
in  my  humble  abode. 

A  fcAv  days  after  Joe  made  me  his  confidante. 
"  If  missis  hadn't  no  manner  of  'jcction,  was 
tinkin'  'bout  marryin'." 

"Not  the  slightest  objection,"  I  said;  "but 
Avhat  in  the  Avorld  Av^ould  you  live  on,  Joe?" 

"Oh,  reckon  I  could  git  along.  Hannah's 
mighty  ambitious ;  you  oughter  see  her  flyin' 
'round  to  Mrs.  Frome's  t'oder  night  to  the  darna- 
tion  party.  I  seed  her  Avhen  I  took  them  fixens 
o'  yourn  thar.  She  gin  me  a  slapjack  she  done 
cook  that  minute,  so  luscious  dat  he  Avas  gone 
'fore  I  taste  him,  but  not  'fore  I  say,  I'se  boun'  to 
make  dat  gal  my  Avife." 

So  it  seems  the  same  CA'cning  that  saAv  Lu's 
star  of  hope  pale  beheld  that  luminary  shine 
on  Joe,  and  he  tasted  the  bliss  of  Love's  young 
dream  together  Avith  his  slapjack. 

So  my  lasi  troi)hy  departed,  to  my  great  joy. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ON   THE    LOOK-OUT. 

IN  these  times  of  ours,  though  concerning  the 
exact  year  there  is  no  need  to  be  precise,  a 
boat  of  dirty  and  disreputable  appearance,  with 
two  figures  in  it,  floated  on  the  Thames,  between 
Southwark  Bridge  which  is  of  iron,  and  London 
Bridge  which  is  of  stone,  as  an  autumn  evening 
was  closing  in. 

The  figures  in  this  boat  were  those  of  a  strong 
man  with  ragged  grizzled  hair  and  a  sun-brown- 
ed face,  and  a  dark  girl  of  nineteen  or  twenty, 
sufficiently  like  him  to  be  recognizable  as  his 
daughter.  The  girl  rowed,  pulling  a  pair  of 
sculls  very  easily ;  the  man,  with  the  rudder- 
lines  slack  in  his  hands,  and  his  hands  loose  in 
his  waistband,  kept  an  eager  look-out.  He  had 
no  net,  hook,  or  line,  and  he  could  not  be  a  fish- 
erman ;  his  boat  had  no  cushion  for  a  sitter,  no 
paint,  no  inscription,  no  appliance  beyond  a  rusty 
boat-hook  and  a  coil  of  rope,  and  he  could  not 
be  a  waterman ;  his  boat  was  too  crazy  and  too 
small  to  take  in  cargo  for  delivery,  and  he  could 
not  be  a  lighterman  or  river-carrier ;  there  was 
no  clew  to  what  he  looked  for,  but  he  looked  for 
something,  with  a  most  intent  and  searching 
gaze.  The  tide,  which  had  turned  an  hour  be- 
fore, was  running  down,  and  his  eyes  watched 
every  little  race  and  eddy  in  its  broad  sweep,  as 
the  boat  made  slight  headway  against  it,  or  drove 
stern  foremost  before  it,  according  as  he  directed 
his  daughter  by  a  movement  of  his  head.  She 
watched  his  face  as  earnestly  as  he  watched  the 
river.  But,  in  the  intensity  of  her  look  there 
was  a  touch  of  dread  or  horror. 

Allied  to  the  bottom  of  the  river  rather  than 
the  surftice,  by  reason  of  the  slime  and  ooze  with 
which  it  was  covered,  and  its  sodden  state,  this 
boat  and  the  two  figures  in  it  obviously  were  do- 
ing something  that  they  often  did,  and  were  seek- 
ing what  they  often  sought.  Half  savage  as  the 
man  showed,  with  no  covering  on  his  matted 
head,  with  his  brown  arms  bare  to  between  the 
elbow  and  the  shoulder,  with  the  loose  knot  of  a 
looser  kerchief  lying  low  on  his  bare  breast  in  a 
wilderness  of  beard  and  whisker,  with  such  dress 
as  he  wore  seeming  to  be  made  out  of  the  mud 
that  begrimed  his  boat,  still  there  was  business- 
like usage  in  his  steady  gaze.  So  with  every 
lithe  action  of  the  girl,  with  every  turn  of  her 
wrist,  perhaps  most  of  all  with  her  look  of  dread 
or  horror  ;  they  were  things  of  usage. 

"Keep  her  out,  Lizzie.  Tide  runs  strong 
here.     Keep  her  well  afore  the  sweep  of  it." 

Trusting  to  the  girl's  skill  and  making  no  use 
of  the  rudder,  he  eyed  the  coming  tide  with  an 
absorbed  attention.     So  the  girl  evcd  him.     But, 


setting  sun  glanced  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat, 
and,  touching  a  rotten  stain  there  which  bore 
some  resemblance  to  the  outline  of  a  muffled  hu- 
man form,  colored  it  as  though  with  diluted 
blood.  This  caught  the  girl's  eye,  and  she  shiv- 
ered. 

"What  ails  you?"  said  the  man,  immediately 
aware  of  it,  though  so  intent  on  the  advancing 
waters;  "I  see  nothing  afloat." 

The  red  light  was  gone,  the  shudder  was  gone, 
and  his  gaze,  which  had  come  back  to  the  boat 
for  a  moment,  traveled  away  again.  Whereso- 
ever the  strong  tide  met  with  an  impediment,  his 
gaze  paused  for  an  instant.  At  every  mooring- 
chain  and  rope,  at  every  stationary  boat  or  barge 
that  split  the  current  into  a  broad  arrow-head,  at 
the  offsets  from  the  piers  of  Southwark  Bridge, 
at  the  paddles  of  the  river  steamboats  as  they 
beat  the  filthy  water,  at  tlic  floating  logs  of  tim- 
ber lashed  together  lying  off  certain  wharves,  his 
shining  eyes  darted  a  hungry  look.  After  a 
darkening  hour  or  so,  suddenly  the  rudder-lines 
tightened  in  his  hold,  and  he  steered  hard  toward 
the  Surrey  shore. 

Always  watching  his  face,  the  girl  instantly 
answered  to  the  action  in  her  sculling ;  presently 
the  boat  swung  round,  quivered  as  from  a  sudden 
jerk,  and  the  upper  half  of  the  man  was  stretch- 
ed out  over  the  stern. 

The  girl  pulled  the  hood  of  a  cloak  she  wore, 
over  her  head  and  over  her-  face,  and,  looking 
backward  so  that  the  front  folds  of  this  hood 
were  turned  down  the  river,  kept  the  boat  in  that 
direction  going  before  the  tide.  Until  now,  the 
boat  had  barely  held  her  own,  and  had  hovered 
about  one  spot ;  but  now,  the  banks  changed 
swiftly,  and  the  deepening  shadows  and  the  kin- 
dling lights  of  London  Bridge  were  passed,  and 
the  tiers  of  shipping  lay  on  either  hand. 

It  was  not  until  now  that  the  upper  half  of  the 
man  came  back  into  the  boat.  His  arms  were 
wet  and  dirty,  and  he  washed  them  over  the 
side.  In  his  right  hand  he  held  something,  and 
he  washed  that  in  the  river  too.  It  was  money. 
He  chinked  it  once,  and  he  blew  upon  it  once. 
and  he  spat  upon  it  once — "  for  luck,"  he  hoarse- 
ly said — before  he  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

"Lizzie!" 

Tiie  girl  turned  her  face  toward  him  with  a 
start,  and  rowed  in  silence.  Her  face  was  very 
pale.  He  was  a  hook-nosed  man,  and  with  thar 
and  his  bright  eyes  and  his  ruffled  head,  bore  a 
certain  likeness  to  a  roused  bird  of  prey. 

"Take  that  thing  off  your  face." 

She  put  it  back. 

"Here!  and  give  me  hold  of  the  sculls.  I'll 
take  the  rest  of  the  spell." 

"  No,  no,  father !    No !    I  can't  indeed.     Fa- 


it happened  now,  that  a  slant  of  light  from  the  ■  ther! — I  can  not  sit  so  near  it!" 
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He  was  moving  toward  her  to  change  places, 
but  her  terrified  expostulation  stopped  him  and 
he  resumed  his  seat. 

"What  hurt  can  it  do  you?" 

"None,  none.     But  I  can  not  bear  it." 

"It's  my  belief  you  hate  the  sight  of  the  very 
river. " 

"I— I  do  not  like  it,  father." 

"  As  if  it  wasn't  your  living  I  As  if  it  wasn't 
meat  and  drink  to  you  I" 

At  these  latter  words  the  girl  shivered  again, 
and  for  a  moment  paused  in  her  rowing,  seem- 
ing to  turn  deadly  faint.  It  escaped  his  atten- 
tion, for  he  was  glancing  over  the  stern  at  some- 
thing the  boat  had  in  tow. 

"How  can  you  be  so  thankless  to  your  best 
friend,  Lizzie  ?  The  very  fire  that  warmed  you 
when  you  were  a  babby,  was  picked  out  of  the 
river  alongside  the  coal  barges.  The  very  basket 
that  you  slept  in,  the  tide  washed  ashore.  The 
very  rockers  that  I  put  it  upon  to  make  a  cradle 
of  it,  I  cut  out  of  a  piece  of  wood  that  drifted 
from  some  ship  or  another." 

Lizzie  took  her  right  hand  from  the  scull  it 
held,  and  touched  her  lips  with  it,  and  for  a 
moment  held  it  out  lovingly  toward  him  ;  then, 
vy'ithout  speaking,  she  resumed  her  rowing,  as 
another  boat  of  similar  appearance,  though  in 
rather  better  trim,  came  out  from  a  dark  place 
and  dropped  softly  alongside. 

"In  luck  again.  Gaffer?"  said  a  man  with  a 
squinting  leei-,  who  sculled  her  and  who  was 
alone.  "I  know'd  you  was  in  luck  again,  by 
your  wake  as  you  come  down." 

"Ah  I"  replied  the  other,  dryly.  "'So  you're 
out,  are  you?" 

"Yes,  pardner." 

There  was  now  a  tender  yellow  moonlight  on 
the  river,  and  the  new-comer,  keeping  half  his 
boat's  length  astern  of  the  other  boat,  looked 
hard  at  its  track. 

"I  says  to  myself,"  he  went  on,  "directly 
you  hove  in  view,  Yonder's  Gaffer,  and  in  luck 
again,  by  George  if  he  ain't !  Scull  it  is,  pard- 
ner— don't  fret  yourself — I  didn't  touch  him." 
Tliis  was  in  answer  to  a  quick  impatient  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  Gaffer:  the  speaker  at  the 
same  time  unshipping  his  scull  on  that  side,  and 
laying  his  hand  on  the  gunwale  of  Gaffer's  boat 
and  holding  to  it. 

"He's  had  touches  enough  not  to  want  no 
more,  as  well  as  I  make  him  out.  Gaffer !  Been 
a  knocking  about  with  a  pretty  many  tides,  ain't 
he  pardner?  Such  is  my  out-of-luck  ways,  you 
see !  He  must  have  passed  me  when  he  went 
up  last  time,  for  I  was  on  the  look-out  below 
bridge  here.  I  a'most  think  you're  like  the  wul- 
turs,  pardner,  and  scent  'em  out." 

He  spoke  in  a  dropped  voice,  and  with  more 
than  one  glance  at  Lizzie  who  had  j^nlled  on 
her  hood  again.  Botli  men  then  looked  with 
a  weird  unholy  interest  at  the  wake  of  Gaffer's 
boat. 

"Easy  docs  it,  betwixt  us.  Shall  I  take  him 
aboard,  ])ardner?" 


"  No,"  said  the  other.  In  so  surly  atone  that 
the  man,  after  a  blank  stare,  acknowledged  it 
with  the  retort : 

"  — Arn't  been  eating  nothing  as  has  disagreed 
with  you,  have  you,  pardner?" 

"Why,  yes,  I  have,"  said  Gaffer.  "I  have 
been  swallowing  too  much  of  that  word,  Pard- 
ner.    I  am  no  pardner  of  yours." 

"Since  when  was  you  no  pardner  of  mine, 
Gaft'er  Hex3.m,  Esquire?" 

"Since  you  was  accused  of  robbing  a  man. 
Accused  of  robbing  a  live  man!"  said  Gaffer, 
with  great  indignation. 

"And  what  if  I  had  been  accused  of  robbing 
a  dead  man,  Gaffer?" 

"You  couldn't  do  it." 

"  Couldn't  you.  Gaffer?" 

"No.  Has  a  dead  man  any  use  for  money? 
Is  it  possible  for  a  dead  man  to  have  money  ? 
What  world  does  a  dead  man  belong  to  ?  'Toth- 
er  world.  What  world  does  money  belong  to? 
This  world.  How  can  money  be  a  corpse's? 
Can  a  corpse  own  it,  want  it,  spend  it,  claim  it, 
miss  it  ?  Don't  try  to  go  confounding  the  rights 
and  Avrongs  of  things  in  that  way.  But  it's  wor- 
thy of  the  sneaking  spirit  that  robs  a  live  man." 

"I'll  tell  you  what  it  is—" 

"No  you  won't.  T\\  tell  \ou  what  it  is. 
You've  got  off  with  a  short  time  of  it  for  putting 
your  hand  in  the  pocket  of  a  sailor,  alive  sailor. 
Make  the  most  of  it  and  think  yourself  lucky, 
but  don't  think  after  that  to  come  over  7ne  with 
your  pardners.  We  have  worked  together  in 
time  past,  but  we  work  together  no  more  in  time 
present  nor  yet  future.     Let  go.     Cast  off!" 

"Gaffer  !  If  you  think  to  get  rid  of  me  this 
way—" 

"If  I  don't  get  rid  of  you  this  way,  I'll  tr}^ 
another,  and  chop  you  over  the  fingers  with  the 
stretcher,  or  take  a  pick  at  your  head  with  the 
boat-hook.  Cast  off!  Full  you,  Lizzie.  Pull 
home,  since  you  won't  let  your  father  pull." 

Lizzie  shot  ahead,  and  the  other  boat  fell 
astern.  Lizzie's  father,  composing  himself  into 
the  easy  attitude  of  one  who  had  asserted  the 
high  moralities  and  taken  an  unassailable  posi- 
tion, slowly  lighted  a  pipe,  and  smoked,  and 
took  a  survey  of  what. he  had  in  tow.  Wh.at  he 
had  in  tow,  lunged  itself  at  him  sometimes  in  an 
awful  manner  when  the  boat  was  checked,  and 
sometimes  seemed  to  try  to  wrench  itself  away, 
though  for  the  most  part  it  followed  submissive- 
ly. A  neophyte  might  have  fancied  that  the 
ripples  passing  over  it  were  dreadfully  like  faint 
changes  of  expression  on  a  sightless  face ;  but 
Gatter  was  no  neophyte  and  had  no  fancies. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE   MAN   FROM    SOMEWHERE. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veneering  were  bran-new  peo- 
ple in  a  bran-new  house  in  a  bran-new  quarter 
of  London.     Every  thing  about  the  Veneerings 
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was  spick  and  span  new.  All  their  furniture 
was  new,  all  their  friends  were  new,  all  their 
servants  were  new,  their  plate  was  new,  their 
carriage  was  new,  their  harness  was  new,  their 
horses  were  new,  their  pictures  were  new,  they 
themselves  were  ;iew,  they  were  as  newly  mar- 
ried as  was  lawfully  compatible  with  their  hav- 
ing a  bran-new  baby,  and  if  they  had  set  up  a 
great-grandfather,  he  would  have  come  home  in 
matting  from  the  Pantechnicon,  without  a  scratch 
upon  him,  French  polished  to  the  crown  of  his 
head. 

For,  in  the  Veneering  establishment,  from  the 
hall-chairs  with  the  new  coat  of  arms,  to  the 
grand  piano-forte  with  the  new  action,  and  up 
stairs  again  to  the  new  fire-escape,  all  things 
were  in  a  state  of  high  varnish  and  polish.  And 
what  was  observable  in  the  furniture,  was  observ- 
able in  the  Veneerings — the  surface  smelt  a  little 
too  much  of  the  work-shop  and  was  a  trifle  sticky. 

There  was  an  innocent  piece  of  dinner-furni- 
ture that  went  upon  easy  castors  and  was  kept 
over  a  livery  stable-yard  in  Duke  Street,  Saint 
James's,  when  not  in  use,  to  whom  the  Veneer- 
ings were  a  source  of  blind  confusion.  The  name 
of  this  article  was  Twemlow.  Being  first  cousin 
to  Lord  Snigsworth,  he  was  in  frequent  requisi- 
tion, and  at  many  houses  might  be  said  to  repre- 
sent the  dining-table  in  its  normal  state.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Veneering,  for  example,  arranging  a 
dinner,  habitually  started  with  Twemlow,  and 
then  put  leaves  in  him,  or  added  guests  to  him. 
Sometimes,  the  table  consisted  of  Twemlow  and 
half  a  dozen  leaves ;  sometimes,  of  Twemlow 
and  a  dozen  leaves ;  sometimes,  Twemlow  was 
pulled  out  to  his  utmost  extent  of  twenty  leaves. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veneering  on  occasions  of  cere- 
mony faced  each  other  in  the  centre  of  the  board, 
and  thus  the  parallel  still  held ;  for,  it  always 
happened  that  the  more  Twemlow  was  pulled 
out,  the  further  he  found  himself  from  the  cen- 
tre, and  the  nearer  to  the  side-board  at  the  one 
end  of  the  room,  or  the  window-curtains  at  the 
other. 

But,  it  was  not  this  which  steeped  the  feeble 
soul  of  Twemlow  in  confusion.  This  he  was 
used  to,  and  could  take  soundings  of.  The  abyss 
to  which  he  could  find  no  bottom,  and  from 
which  started  forth  the  engrossing  and  ever- 
swelling  difficulty  of  his  life,  was  the  insoluble 
question  whether  he  was  Veneering's  oldest  friend 
or  newest  friend.  To  the  excogitation  of  this 
problem,  the  harmless  gentleman  had  devoted 
many  anxious  hours,  both  in  his  lodgings  over 
the  livery  stable-yard,  and  in  the  cold  gloom, 
favorable  to  meditation,  of  Saint  James's  Square. 
Thus.  Twemlow  had  first  known  Veneering  at 
his  club,  where  Veneering  then  knew  nobody  but 
the  man  who  made  them  known  to  one  another, 
who  seemed  to  be  the  most  intimate  friend  he 
had  in  the  world,  and  whom  he  had  known  two 
days — the  bond  of  union  between  their  souls,  the 
nefarious  conduct  of  the  committee  respecting 
the  cookery  of  a  fillet  of  veal,  having  been  ac- 
cidantallv  cemented  at  tliat  date.     Inmiediatelv 


upon  this,  Twemlow  received  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  Veneering,  and  dined  :  the  man  being 
of  the  party.  Immediately  upon  that,  Twemlow 
received  an  invitation  to  dine  with  the  man,  and 
dined :  Veneering  being  of  the  party.  At  the 
man's  were  a  Member,  an  Engineer,  a  Payer-oft" 
of  the  National  Debt,  a  Poet,  a  Grievance,  and 
a  Public  Office,  who  all  seemed  to  be  utter  stran- 
gers to  Veneering.  And  yet  immediately  afier 
that,  Twemlow  received  an  invitation  to  dine  at 
Veneerings,  expressly  to  meet  the  Member,  the 
Engineer,  the  Payer-off  of  the  National  Debt, 
the  Poet,  the  Grievance,  and  the  Public  Office, 
and,  dining,  discovered  that  all  of  them  were  the 
most  intimate  friends  Veneering  had  in  the 
world,  and  that  the  wives  of  all  of  them  (who 
were  all  there)  were  the  objects  of  Mrs.  Veneer- 
ing's most  devoted  affection  and  tender  confi- 
dence. 

Thus  it  had  come  about,  that  Mr.  Twemlow 
had  said  to  himself  in  his  lodgings,  with  his 
hand  to  his  forehead  :  "  I  must  not  think  of  this. 
This  is  enough  to  soften  any  man's  brain," — and 
yet  was  always  thinking  of  it,  and  could  never 
form  a  conclusion. 

This  evening  the  Veneerings  give  a  banquet. 
Eleven  leaves  in  the  Twemlow  ;  fourteen  in  com- 
pany all  told.  Four  pigeon-breasted  retainers  in 
l)lain  clothes  standing  in  line  in  the  hall.  A 
fifth  retainer,  proceeding  up  the  staircase  with  a 
mournful  air — as  who  should  say,  "Here  is  an- 
other wretched  creature  come  to  dinner ;  such  is 
life!"  announces,  "Mis-tress  Twemlow  I" 

Mrs.  Veneering  welcomes  her  swcetMr.  Twem- 
low. Mr.  Veneering  welcomes  his  dear  Twem- 
low. Mrs.  Veneering  does  not  expect  that  Mr. 
Twemlow  can  in  nature  care  much  for  such  in- 
sipid things  as  babies,  but  so  old  a  friend  must 
please  to  look  at  baby.  "Ah!  You  will  know  the 
friend  of  your  family  better,  Tootlcums,"  says 
Mr.  Veneering,  nodding  emotionally  at  that  new 
article,  "when  you  begin  to  take  notice."  He 
then  begs  to  make  his  dear  Twemlow  known  to 
his  two  friends,  Mr.  Boots  and  Mr.  Brewer — 
and  clearly  has  no  distinct  idea  which  is  whieh. 

But  now  a  fearful  circumstance  occurs. 

"  Mis-ter  and  Mis-sis  Podsnap  !" 

"My  dear,"  says  Mr.  Veneering  to  Mrs.  Ve- 
neering, with  an  air  of  much  friendly  interest, 
while  the  door  stands  open,  "the  Podsnaps." 

A  too,  too  smiling  large  man,  with  a  fatal 
freshness  on  him,  appearing  with  his  wife,  in- 
stantly deserts  his  wife  and  darts  at  Twemlow 
with : 

"How  do  you  do?  So  glad  to  know  you. 
Charming  house  you  have  here.  I  hope  we  are 
not  late.  So  glad  of  this  opportunity,  I  am 
sure !" 

When  the  first  shock  fell  upon  him,  Twemlow 
twice  skipped  back  in  his  neat  little  shoes  and 
his  neat  little  silk  stockings  of  a  by-gone  fashion, 
as  if  iujpelled  to  leap  over  a  sofa  behind  him  ; 
but  the  large  man  closed  with  him  and  proved 
too  strong. 

"Let  me,"  says  the  large  man,  trying  to  at- 
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tract  the  attention  of  his  wife  in  the  distance, 
"have  the  pleasure  of  ])resentiii<j;  Mrs.  Podsnap 
to  her  host.  IShe  will  be,"'  in  his  fatal  freshness 
he  seems  to  find  perpetual  verdure  and  eternal 
youth  in  the  phrase,  "she  will  be  so  glad  of  the 
opportunity,  1  am  sure." 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Podsnap,  unable  to 
originate  a  mistake  on  her  own  account,  because 
Mrs.  Veneering  is  the  only  other  lady  there,  does 
her  best  in  the  way  of  handsomely  supporting 
her  husband's,  by  looking  toward  Mr.  Twem- 
low  with  a  plaintive  countenance  and  remarking 
to  Mrs,  Veneering  in  a  feeling  manner,  firstly, 
that  she  fears  he  has  been  rather  bilious  of  late, 
and  secondly,  that  the  baby  is  already  very  like 
him. 

It  is  questionable  whether  any  man  quite  rel- 
ishes being  mistaken  for  any  other  man ;  but, 
Mr.  Veneering  having  this  very  evening  set  up 
the  shirt-front  of  the  young  Antinous  (in  new 
worked  cambric  just  come  home),  is  not  at  all 
complimented  by  being  supposed  to  be  Twem- 
low,  \\ho  is  dry  and  weazen  and  thirty-five  years 
older.  Mrs.  Veneering  equally  resents  the  im- 
putation of  being  the  wife  of  Twemlow.  As  to 
Twemlow,  he  is  so  sensible  of  being  a  much  bet- 
ter bred  man  than  Veneering,  that  he  considers 
the  large  man  an  offensive  ass. 

In  this  complicated  dilemma,  Mr.  Veneering 
approaches  the  large  man  with  extended  hand, 
and  smilingly  assures  that  incorrigible  personage 
that  he  is  delighted  to  see  him :  who  in  his  fatal 
freshness  instantly  replies : 

"Thank  you.  I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  I 
can  not  at  this  moment  recall  where  we  met, 
but  I  am  so  glad  of  this  opportunity,  I  am  sure!'' 

Then  pouncing  upon  Twemlow,  who  holds 
back  with  all  his  feeble  might,  he  is  haling  him 
off  to  present  him,  as  Veneering,  to  Mrs.  Pod- 
snap, when  the  arrival  of  more  guests  unravels 
the  mistake.  Whereupon,  having  re-shaken 
hands  with  Veneering  as  Veneering,  he  re-shakes 
hands  with  Twemlow  as  Twemlow,  and  winds 
it  all  up  to  his  own  perfect  satisfaction  by  saying 
to ihe last-named,  "Ridiculous  opportunity — but 
so  glad  of  it,  I  am  sure ! " 

Now,  Twem.low  having  undergone  this  terrific 
experience,  having  likewise  noted  the  fusion  of 
Boots  in  Brewer  and  Brewer  in  Boots,  and  hav- 
ing further  obso'ved  that  of  the  remaining  seven 
guests  four  discreet  characters  enter  with  wan- 
dering eyes  and  wholly  decline  to  commit  them- 
selves as  to  which  is  Veneering,  until  Veneering 
has  them  in  his  grasp  ; — Twemlow  having  prof- 
ited by  these  studies,  finds  his  brain  wholesome- 
ly hardening  as  he  approaches  the  conclusion 
that  he  really  is  Vcneering's  oldest  friend,  when 
his  brain  softens  again  and  all  is  lost,  through 
his  eyes  encountering  Veneering  and  the  large 
man  linked  together  as  twin  brothers  in  the  back 
drawing-room  near  the  conservatory  door,  and 
tln-ough  his  ears  informing  him  in  the  tones  of 
Mrs.  Veneering  that  the  same  large  man  is  to 
be  baby's  godfather. 

"Dinner  is  on  the  table  I" 


Thus  the  melancholy  retainer,  as  who  should 
say,  "Come  down  and  be  poisoned,  ye  unhappy 
children  of  men  I" 

Twemlow,  having  no  lady  assigned  him,  goes 
down  in  the  rear,  with  his  hand  to  his  forehead. 
Boots  and  Brewer,  thinking  him  indisposed, 
whisper,  "Man  faint.  Had  no  lunch."  But 
he  is  only  stunned  by  the  unvanquishable  diffi- 
culty of  his  existence. 

Revived  by  soup,  Twemlow  discourses  mildly 
of  the  Court  Circular  with  Boots  and  Brewer. 
Is  appealed  to,  at  the  fish  stage  of  the  banquet, 
by  Veneering,  on  the  disputed  question  whether 
his  cousin  Lord  Snigsworth  is  in  or  out  of  town  ? 
Gives  it  that  his  cousin  is  out  of  town.  "At 
Snigsworthy  Park?"  Veneering  inquires.  "At 
Snigsworthy,"  Twemlow  rejoins.  Boots  and 
Brewer  regard  this  as  a  man  to  be  cultivated  ; 
and  Veneering  is  clear  that  he  is  a  remunerative 
article.  Meantime  the  retainer  goes  round,  like 
a  gloomy  Analytical  Chemist :  always  seeming 
to  say,  after  "  Chablis,  Sir?" — "You  wouldn't 
if  you  knew  what  it's  made  of." 

The  great  looking-glass  above  the  side-board 
reflects  the  table  and  the  company.  Reflects 
the  new  Veneering  crest,  in  gold  and  eke  in 
silver,  frosted  and  also  thawed,  a  camel  of  all 
work.  The  Heralds'  College  found  out  a  Cru- 
sading ancestor  for  Veneering  who  bore  a  camel 
on  his  shield  (or  might  have  done  it  if  he  had 
thought  of  it),  and  a  caravan  of  camels  take 
charge  of  the  fruits  and  flowers  and  candles,  and 
kneel  down  to  be  loaded  with  the  salt.  Reflects 
Veneering ;  forty,  wavy-haired,  dark,  tending  to 
corpulence,  sly,  mysterious,  filmy — a  kind  of  suf- 
ficiently well-looking  veiled-prophet,  not  proph- 
esying. Reflects  Mrs,  Veneering,  fair,  aquiline- 
nosed  and  fingered,  not  so  much  light  hair  as 
she  might  have,  gorgeous  in  raiment  and  jewels, 
enthusiastic,  propitiatory,  conscious  that  a  cor- 
ner of  her  husband's  veil  is  over  herself.  Re- 
flects Podsnap :  prosperously  feeding,  two  little 
light-colored  wiry  wings,  one  on  either  side  of 
his  else  bald  head,  looking  as  like  his  hair-brushes 
as  his  hair,  dissolving  view  of  red  beads  on  big 
forehead,  large  allowance  of  crumpled  shirt-col- 
lar up  behind.  Reflects  Mrs.  Podsnap^  fine 
w^oman  for  Professor  Owen,  quantity  of  bone, 
neck  and  nostrils  like  a  rocking-horse,  hard  feat- 
ures, mnjestic  head-dress  in  which  Podsnap  has 
hung  golden  offerings.  Reflects  Twemlow ;  gray, 
dry,  polite,  susceptible  to  east  wind,  First-Gentle- 
man-in-Europe  collar  and  cravat,  cheeks  drawn 
in  as  if  he  had  made  a  great  effort  to  retire  into 
himself  some  years  ago,  and  had  got  so  far  and 
had  never  got  any  farther.  Reflects  mature 
young  lady ,  raven  locks,  and  complexion  that 
lights  up  well  when  well  powdered — as  it  is — 
carrying  on  considerably  in  the  captivation  of 
mature  young  gentleman ;  with  too  much  nose 
in  his  face,  too  much  ginger  in  his  whiskers,  too 
much  torso  in  his  waistcoat,  too  much  sparkle 
in  his  studs,  his  eyes,  his  buttons,  his  talk,  and 
his  teeth.  Reflects  charniing  old  Lady  Tip]nns 
on  Veneciing's  right;  with  an  immense  obtuse 
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drab  oblong  face,  like  a  face  in  a  table-spoon, 
and  a  dyed  Long  Walk  up  to  the  top  of  her 
head,  as  a  convenient  public  approach  to  the 
bunch  of  false  hair  behind,  pleased  to  patronize 
Mrs.  Veneering  opposite,  who  is  pleased  to  be 
patronized.  Reflects  a  certain  "  Mortimer,"  an- 
other of  Veneering's  oldest  friends  ;  who  never 
was  in  the  house  before,  and  appears  not  to  want 
to  come  again,  who  sits  disconsolate  on  Mrs. 
Veneering's  left,  and  who  was  inveigled  by  Lady 
Tippins  (a  friend  of  his  boyhood)  to  come  to 
these  people's  and  talk,  and  Avho  won't  talk. 
Reflects  Eugene,  friend  of  Mortimer ;  buried 
alive  in  the  back  of  his  chair,  behind  a  shoulder 
— with  a  powder-epaulet  on  it — of  the  mature 
young  lady,  and  gloomily  resorting  to  the  Cham- 
pagne chalice  whenever  proffered  by  the  Ana- 
lytical Chemist.  Lastly,  the  looking-glass  re- 
flects Boots  and  Brewer,  and  two  other  stuffed 
Buffers  interposed  between  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany and  possible  accidents. 

The  Veneering  dinners  are  excellent  dinners 
— or  new  people  wouldn't  come — and  all  goes 
well.  Notably,  Lady  Tippins  has  made  a  series 
of  experiments  on  her  digestive  functions,  so 
extremely  complicated  and  daring,  that  if  they 
could  be  published  with  their  results  it  might 
benefit  the  human  race.  Having  taken  in  pro- 
visions from  all  parts  of  the  world,  this  hardy 
old  cruiser  has  last  touched  at  the  North  Pole, 
when,  as  the  ice-plates  are  being  removed,  the 
following  words  fall  from  her : 

"I  assure  you,  my  dear  Veneering — " 
(Poor  Twemlow's  hand  approaches  his  fore- 
head, for  it  would  seem  now  that  Lady  Tippins 
is  going  to  be  the  oldest  friend.) 

*'I  assure  you,  my  dear  Veneering,  that  it  is 
the  oddest  affair !  Like  the  advertising  people, 
I  don't  ask  you  to  trust  me  without  offering  a 
respectable  reference.  Mortimer  there,  is  my 
reference,  and  knows  all  about  it." 

Mortimer  raises  his  drooping  eyelids,  and 
slightly  opens  his  mouth.  But  a  faint  smile, 
expressive  of  "What's  the  use!"  passes  over 
his  face,  and  he  drops  his  eyelids  and  shuts  his 
mouth. 

"Now,  Mortimer,"  says  Lady  Tippins,  rap- 
ping the  sticks  of  her  closed  green  fan  upon  the 
knuckles  of  her  left  hand — which  is  particularly 
ri€h  in  knuckles,  "I  insist  upon  your  telling  all 
that  is  to  be  told  about  the  man  from  Jamaica." 
"Give  you  my  honor  I  never  heard  of  any 
man  from  Jamaica,  except  the  man  who  was  a 
brother,"  replies  Mortimer. 
"Tobago,  then." 
"Nor  yet  from  Tobago." 
"  Except,"  Eugene  strikes  in  :  so  unexpected- 
ly that  the  mature  young  lady,  who  has  forgot- 
ten all  about  him,  with  a  start  takes  the  epaulet 
out  of  his  way:   "except  our  friend  who  long 
lived  on  rieo-pudding  and  isinglass,  till  at  length 
to   his  something  or  other,   his  physician  said 
something  else,  and  a  leg  of  mutton  somehow 
ended  in  daygo." 

A  reviving  impression  goes  round  the  table 


that  Eugene  is  coming  out.     An  unf^ 
pression,  for  he  goes  in  again. 


'^^ 


lied  ha^ 


''^%i 


"  Now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Veneering,"  quoth  TjS^[v  %^ 
Tippins,  "1  ajjpeal  to  you  whether  this  is  not^>^ 
the  basest  conduct  ever  known  in  this  world  ?  ^^ 
I  carry  my  lovers  about,  two  or  three  at  a  time, 
on  condition  that  they  are  very  obedient  and  de- 
voted ;  and  here  is  my  old  lover-in-chief,  the 
head  of  all  my  slaves,  throwing  off  his  allegiance 
before  company.  And  here  is  another  of  my 
lovers,  a  rough  Cymon  at  present  certainly,  but 
of  whom  I  had  most  hopeful  expectations  as  to 
his  turning  out  well  in  course  of  time,  pretend- 
ing that  he  can't  remember  his  nursery  rhymes! 
On  purpose  to  annoy  me,  for  he  knows  how  I 
dote  upon  them !" 

A  ghastly  little  fiction  concerning  her  lovers 
is  Lady  Tippins's  point.  She  is  always  attended 
by  a  lover  or  two,  and  she  keeps  a  little  list  of 
her  lovers,  and  she  is  always  booking  a  new 
lover,  or  striking  out  an  old  over,  or  putting  a 
lover  in  her  black  list,  or  promoting  a  lover  to 
her  blue  list,  or  adding  up  her  lovers,  or  oth- 
erwise posting  her  book.  Mrs.  Veneering  is 
charmed  by  the  humor,  and  so  is  Veneering. 
Perhaps  it  is  enhanced  by  a  certain  yellow  play 
in  Lady  Tippins's  throat,  like  the  legs  of  scratch- 
ing poultry. 

"  I  banish  the  false  wretch  from  this  moment, 
and  I  strike  him  out  of  my  Cupidon  (my  name 
for  my  Ledger,  my  dear,)  this  very  night.  But 
I  am  resolved  to  have  the  account  of  the  man 
from  Somewhere,  and  I  beg  you  to  elicit  it  for 
me,  my  love,"  to  Mrs.  Veneering,  "as  I  have 
lost  my  own  influence.  Oh,  you  perjured  man !"' 
This  to  Mortimer,  with  a  rattle  of  her  fan. 

"We  are  all  very  much  interested  in  the  man 
from  Somewhere,"  Veneering  observes. 

Then  the  four  Buffers,  taking  heart  of  grace 
all  four  at  once,  say : 

"Deeply  interested!" 
"Quite  excited!" 
"Dramatic!" 

"  jNIan  from  Nowhere,  perhaps  !" 
And  then  Mrs.  Veneering — for  Lady  Tip- 
pins's winning  wiles  are  contagious — folds  her 
hands  in  the  manner  of  a  supplicating  child, 
turns  to  her  left  neighbor,  and  says,  ' '  Tease ! 
Pay!  Man  from  Tumwhere!"  At  which  the 
four  Buffers,  again  mysteriously  moved  all  four 
at  once,  exclaim,  "You  can't  resist!" 

"Upon  my  life,"  says  Mortimer  languidly, 
"I  find  it  immensely  embarrassing  to  have  the 
eyes  of  Europe  upon  me  to  this  extent,  and  my 
only  consolation  is  that  you  will  all  of  you  exe- 
crate Lady  Tippins  in  your  secret  hearts  when 
you  find,  as  you  inevitably  will,  the  man  from 
Somewhere  a  bore.  Sorry  to  destroy  romance 
by  fixing  him  with  a  local  habitation,  but  h(; 
comes  from  the  place,  the  name  of  which  es- 
capes me,  but  will  suggest  itself  to  every  body 
else  here,  where  they  make  the  wine." 
Eugene  suggests  "Day  and  Martin's." 
"No,  not  that  place,"  returns  the  unmoved 
Mortimer,  "that's  where  tliey  make  the  Port. 


72 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


My  man  comes  from  the  country  where  they 
make  the  Cape  "Wine.  But  look  here,  old  fel- 
low; it's  not  at  all  statistical  and  it's  rather 
odd." 

It  is  always  noticeable  at  the  table  of  the 
Veneerings,  that  no  man  troubles  himself  nmch 
about  the  Veneerings  themselves,  and  that  any 
one  who  has  any  thing  to  tell,  generally  tells  it 
to  any  body  else  in  preference. 

"The  man,"  Mortimer  goes  on,  addressing 
Eugene,  "whose  name  is  Harmon,  was  only 
son  of  a  tremendous  old  rascal  who  made  his 
money  by  Dust." 

"Red  velveteens  and  a  bell ?"  the  gloomy  Eu- 
gene inquires. 

"And  a  ladder  and  basket  if  you  like.  By 
which  means,  or  by  others,  he  grew  rich  as  a 
Dust  Contractor,  and  lived  in  a  hollow  in  a 
hilly  country  entirely  composed  of  Dust.  On  his 
own  small  estate  the  growling  old  vagabond 
threw  up  his  own  mountain  range,  like  an  old 
volcano,  and  its  geological  formation  Avas  Dust. 
Coal-Dust,  vegetable-dust,  bone-dust,  crockery 
dust,  rough  dust  and  dust  sifted — all  manner  of 
Dust." 

A  passing  remembrance  of  Mrs.  Veneering, 
here  induces  Mortimer  to  address  his  next  half- 
dozen  words  to  her ;  after  which  he  wanders 
away  again,  tries  Twemlow  and  finds  he  doesn't 
answer,  ultimately  takes  up  with  the  Buffers  who 
receive  him  enthusiastically. 

"The  moral  being — I  believe  that's  the  right 
expression — of  this  exemplary  person,  derived 
its  highest  gratification  from  anathematizing  his 
nearest  relations  and  turning  them  out  of  doors. 
Having  begun  (as  was  natural)  by  rendering 
these  attentions  to  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  he  next 
found  himself  at  leisure  to  bestow  a  similar  rec- 
ognition on  the  claims  of  his  daughter.  He 
chose  a  husband  for  her,  entirely  to  his  own 
satisfaction  and  not  in  the  least  to  hers,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  settle  upon  her,  as  her  marriage  por- 
tion, I  don't  know  how  much  Dust,  but  some- 
thing immense.  At  this  stage  of  the  affair  the 
])oor  girl  respectfully  intimated  that  she  was  se- 
cretly engaged  to  that  popular  character  whom 
the  novelists  and  versifiers  call  Another,  and 
that  such  a  marriage  would  make  Dust  of  her 
heart  and  Dust  of  her  life — in  short,  would  set 
her  up,  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  in  her  father's 
business.  Immediately,  the  venerable  parent — 
on  a  cold  winter's  night,  it  is  said — anathema- 
tized and  turned  her  out." 

Here,  the  Analytical  Chemist,  (who  has  evi- 
dently formed  a  very  low  opinion  of  Mortimer's 
story)  concedes  a  little  claret  to  the  Buffers; 
who,  again  mysteriously  moved  all  four  at  once, 
screw  it  slowly  into  themselves  with  a  peculiar 
twist  of  enjoyment,  as  they  cry  in  chorus,  "Pray 
go  on." 

"The  pecuniary  resources  of  Another  were, 
as  they  usually  are,  of  a  very  limited  nature.  I 
b;'licve  I  am  not  using  too  strong  an  expression 
when  I  say  that  Another  was  very  hard  up. 
However,  he  married  the  young  lady,  and  tliey 


lived  in  a  humble  dwelling,  probably  possessing 
a  porch  ornamented  with  honey-suckle  and  wood- 
bine twining,  until  she  died.  I  must  refer  you 
to  the  Registrar  of  the  District  in  which  the  hum- 
ble dwelling  was  situated,  for  the  certified  cause 
of  death  ;  but  early  sorrow  and  anxiety  may 
have  had  to  do  with  it,  though  they  may  not  ap- 
pear in  the  ruled  pages  and  printed  forms.  In- 
disputably this  was  the  case  with  Another,  for  he 
Avas  so  cut  up  by  the  loss  of  his  young  wife  that 
if  he  outlived  her  a  vear  it  was  as  much  as  he 
did." 

There  is  that  in  the  indolent  Mortimer,  which 
seems  to  hint  that  if  good  society  might  on  any 
account  allow  itself  to  be  impressible,  he,  one  of 
good  society,  might  have  the  weakness  to  be  im- 
pressed by  what  he  here  relates.  It  is  hidden 
with  great  pains,  but  it  is  in  him.  The  gloomy 
Eugene  too,  is  not  without  some  kindred  touch  ; 
for  when  that  appalling  Lady  Tippins  declares 
that  if  Another  had  survived,  he  should  have 
gone  down  at  the  head  of  her  list  of  lovers — and 
also  when  tlie  mature  young  lady  shrugs  her 
epaulets,  and  laughs  at  some  private  and  con- 
fidential comment  from  the  mature  young  gen- 
tleman— his  gloom  deepens  to  that  degree  that 
he  trifles  quite  ferociously  with  his  dessert-knife. 

Mortimer  proceeds. 

"We  must  now  return,  as  the  novelists  say, 
and  as  we  all  wish  they  wouldn't,  to  the  man 
from  Somewhere.  Being  a  boy  of  fourteen, 
cheaply  educated  at  Brussels  when  his  sister's 
expulsion  befell,  it  was  some  little  time  before 
he  heard  of  it — probably  from  herself,  for  the 
mother  was  dead  ;  but  that  I  don't  know.  In- 
stantly, he  absconded,  and  came  over  here.  He 
must  have  been  a  boy  of  spirit  and  resource,  to 
get  here  on  a  stopped  allowance  of  five  sous  a 
week ;  but  he  did  it  somehow,  and  he  burst  in 
on  his  father,  and  pleaded  his  sister's  cause. 
Venerable  parent  promptly  resorts  to  anathema- 
tization, and  turns  him  out  of  doors.  Shocked 
and  terrified  boy  takes  flight,  seeks  his  fortune, 
gets  aboard  ship,  ultimately,  turns  up  on  dry  land 
among  the  Cape  wine :  a  small  proprietor,  farm- 
er, grower — whatever  you  like  to  call  it." 

At  tliis  jimcture,  shuffling  is  heard  in  the  hall, 
and  tapping  is  heard  at  the  dining-room  door. 
Analytical  Chemist  goes  to  the  door,  confers  an- 
grily with  unseen  tapper,  a}>pears  to  become  mol- 
ified  by  descrying  reason  in  the  tapping,  and 
goes  out. 

"So  he  was  discovered,  only  the  other  day, 
after  having  almost  doubled  his  age ;  that  is 
to  say,  after  having  expatriated  about  fourteen 
years." 

A  Buffer,  suddenly  astounding  the  other  three, 
by  detaching  himself,  and  asserting  individuali- 
ty, inquires:   "How  discovered,  and  why?" 

"  Ah !  To  be  sure.  Thank  you  for  remind- 
ing me.     Venerable  parent  dies." 

Tho  same  Buffer,  emboldened  by  success, 
says:   "When?" 

"  The  other  day.    Ten  or  twelve  months  ago." 

The   same   Buffer  inquires   with    smartness. 
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"What  of?"  But  herein  perishes  a  melancholy 
6xam[)le  ;  being  regarded  by  the  three  other  Buf- 
fers with  a  stony  stare,  and  attracting  no  further 
attention  from  any  mortal. 

"  Venerable  parent,"  Mortimer  repeats  with  a 
passing  remembrance  that  there  is  a  Veneering 
at  table,  and  for  the  first  time  addressing  him — 
"dies." 

The  gratified  Veneering  repeats,  gravely, 
"dies;"  and  folds  his  arms,  and  composes  his 
brow  to  hear  it  out  in  a  judicial  manner,  when  he 
finds  himself  again  deserted  in  the  bleak  world. 

"His  will  is  found,"  says  Mortimer,  catching 
Mrs.  Podsnap's  rocking-horse's  eye.  "It  is 
dated  very  soon  after  the  son's  flight.  It  leaves 
the  lowest  of  the  range  of  dust-mountains,  with 
some  sort  of  a  dwelling-house  at  its  foot,  to  an 
old  servant  who  is  sole  executor,  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  property — which  is  very  considerable — to 
the  son.  He  directs  himself  to  be  buried  with 
certain  eccentric  ceremonies  and  precautions 
against  his  coming  to  life,  with  which  I  need 
not  bore  you,  and  that's  all — except — "  and 
this  ends  the  story. 

The  Analytical  Chemist  returning,  every  body 
looks  at  him.  Not  because  any  body  wants  to 
see  him,  but  because  of  that  subtle  influence  in 
nature  which  impels  humanity  to  embrace  the 
slightest  opportunity  of  looking  at  any  thing 
rather  than  the  person  who  addresses  it. 

" — Except  that  the  son's  inheriting  is  made 
conditional  on  his  marrying  a  girl,  who  at  the 
date  of  the  will  was  a  child  of  four  years  old  or 
so,  and  who  is  now  a  marriageable  young  wo- 
man. Advertisement  and  inquiry  discovered  the 
son  in  a  man  from  Somewhere,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  he  is  on  his  way. home  from  there 
— no  doubt,  in  a  state  of  great  astonishment — to 
succeed  to  a  very  large  fortune,  and  to  take  a 
wife." 

Mrs.  Podsnap  inquires  whether  the  young  per- 
son is  a  young  person  of  personal  charms  ?  Mor- 
timer is  unable  to  report. 

Mr.  Podsnap  inquires  what  would  become  of 
the  very  large  fortune,  in  the  event  of  the  mar- 
riage condition  not  being  fulfilled  ?  Mortimer 
replies,  that  by  special  testamentary  clause  it 
would  then  go  to  the  old  servant  above  mention- 
ed, passing  over  and  excluding  the  son ;  also,  that 
if  that  son  had  not  been  living,  the  same  old  serv- 
ant would  have  been  sole  residuary  legatee. 

Mrs.  Veneering  has  just  succeeded  in  waking 
Lady  Tippins  from  a  snore,  by  dextrously  shunt- 
ing a  train  of  plates  and  dishes  at  her  knuckles 
across  the  table  ;  when  every  body  but  Morti- 
mer himself  becomes  aware  that  the  Analytical 
Chemist  is,  in  a  ghostly  manner,  ofiering  him  a 
folded  paper.  Curiosity  detains  Mrs.  Veneering 
a  few  moments. 

Mortimer,  in  spite  of  all  the  arts  of  the  chemist, 
placidly  refreshes  himself  with  a  glass  of  Madei- 
ra, and  remains  unconscious  of  the  document 
which  engrosses  the  general  attention,  until  Lady 
Tippins  (who  has  a  habit  of  waking  totally  in- 
sensible), having  remembered  where  she  is,  and 


recovered  a  perception  of  surrounding  objects, 
says  :  "  Falser  man  than  Don  Juan  ;  why  don't 
you  take  the  note  from  the  Commendatore?" 
Upon  which,  the  chemist  advances  it  under  the 
nose  of  Mortimer,  who  looks  round  at  hira,  and 
says  : 

"What's  this?" 

Analytical  Chemist  bends  and  whispers. 

"  Who  V  says  Mortimer. 

Analytical  Chemist  again  bends  and  whispers. 

Mortimer  stares  at  him  and  unfolds  the  paper. 
Reads  it,  reads  it  twice,  turns  it  over  to  look  at 
the  blank  outside,  reads  it  a  third  time. 

"  This  arrives  in  an  extraordinarily  opportune 
manner,"  says  Mortimer  then,  looking  with  an 
altered  face  round  the  table  :  "this  is  the  con- 
clusion of  the  story  of  the  identical  man." 

"  Already  married  ?"  one  guesses. 

"Declines  to  marry?"  another  guesses. 

"  Codicil  among  the  dust?"  another  guesses. 

"Why,  no,"  says  Mortimer:  "remarkable 
thing,  you  are  all  wrong.  The  story  is  complet- 
er and  rather  more  exciting  than  I  supposed. 
Man's  drowned !" 


CHAPTER  III. 


ANOTHER  MAN. 


As  the  disappearing  skirts  of  the  ladies  ascend- 
ed the  Veneering  staircase,  Mortimer,  following 
them  forth  from  the  dining-room,  turned  into  a 
back  library  of  bran-new  books,  in  bran-new  bind- 
ings liberally  gilded,  and  requested  to  sec  the 
messenger  who  had  brought  the  paper.  He  was  a 
boy  of  about  fifteen.  Mortimer  looked  at  the  boy, 
and  the  boy  looked  at  the  bran-new  pilgrims  on 
the  wall,  going  to  Canterbury  in  more  gold  frame 
than  procession,  and  more  carving  than  country. 

"  Whose  writing  is  this  ?" 

"  MinQ,  Sir." 

"Who  told  you  to  write  it  ?" 

"My  father,  Jesse  Hexam." 

"  Is  it  he  who  found  the  body  ?" 

"Yes,  Sir." 

"  What  is  your  father?" 

The  boy  hesitated,  looked  reproachfully  at  the 
pilgrims  as  if  they  had  involved  hira  in  a  little 
difiiculty,  then  said,  folding  a  plait  in  the  right 
leg  of  his  trowsers,  "He  gets  his  living  along- 
shore." 

"Is  it  far?" 

"Is  which  far  ?"  asked  the  boy,  upon  his  guard, 
and  again  upon  the  road  to  Canterbury, 

"  To  your  father's  ?" 

"  It's  a  goodish  stretch,  Sir.  I  came  up  in  a 
cab,  and  the  cab's  waiting  to  be  paid.  We  could 
go  back  in  it  before  you  paid  it,  if  you  liked.  I 
went  first  to  your  office,  according  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  papers  found  in  the  pockets,  and  there 
I  see  nobody  but  a  chap  of  about  my  age  who 
sent  me  on  here." 

There  was  a  curious  mixture  in  the  boy,  of  un- 
completed savagery,  and  uncompleted  civiliza- 
tion.    His  voice  was  hoarse  and  coarse,  and  his 
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face  was  coarse,  and  his  stunted  figure  was 
coarse;  but  he  was  cleaner  than  other  boys  of 
his  type;  and  his  writing,  though  large  and 
round,  was  good  ;  and  he  glanced  at  the  backs 
of  the  books  with  an  awakened  curiosity  that 
went  below  the  binding.  No  one  who  can  read 
ever  looks  at  a  book,  even  unopened  on  a  shelf, 
like  one  who  can  not. 

"  Were  any  means  taken,  do  you  know,  boy, 
to  ascertain  if  it  was  possible  to  restore  life?" 
Mortimer  inquired,  as  he  sought  for  his  hat. 

"  You  wouldn't  ask,  Sir,  if  you  knew  his  state. 
Pharaoh's  multitude  that  were  drowned  in  tlie 
Red  Sea,  ain't  more  beyond  restoring  to  life. 
If  Lazarus  was  only  half  as  far  gone,  that  was 
the  greatest  of  all  the  miracles." 

"  Halloa  I"  cried  Mortimer,  turning  round  with 
his  hat  upon  his  head,  "you  seem  to  be  at  home 
in  the  Red  Sea,  my  young  friend  ?" 

"  Read  of  it  with  teacher  at  the  school,"  said 
the  boy. 

"  And  Lazarus  ?" 

"  Yes,  and  him  too.  But  don't  you  tell  my 
father  I  We  should  have  no  peace  in  om-  place 
if  that  got  touched  upon.  It's  my  sister's  con- 
triving." 

"You  seem  to  have  a  good  sister." 

"  She  ain't  half  bad,"  said  the  boy  ;  "  but  if 
she  knows  her  letters  it's  the  most  she  does — and 
them  I  learned  her." 

The  gloomy  Eugene,  with  his  hands  in  his 
pockets,  had  strolled  in  and  assisted  at  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  dialogue  ;  when  the  boy  spoke 
these  words  slightingly  of  his  sister,  he  took  him 
roughly  enough  by  the  chin,  and  turned  up  his 
face  to  look  at  it. 

"Well,  I'm  sure.  Sir  I"  said  the  boy,  resisting ; 
"  I  hope  you'll  know  me  again." 

Eugene  vouchsafed  no  answer  ;  but  made  the 
proposal  to  Mortimer,  "I'll  go  with  you,  if  you 
like?"  So,  they  all  three  went  awajfc  together 
in  the  vehicle  that  had  brought  the  boy  ;  the  tv/o 
friends  (once  boys  together  at  a  public  school) 
inside,  smoking  cigars ;  the  boy  on  the  box  be- 
side the  driver. 

"Let  me  see,"  said  Mortimer,  as  they  went 
along;  "  I  have  been,  Eugene,  ujion  the  honor- 
able roll  of  solicitors  of  the  High  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  attorneys  at  Coniracn  Law,  five  years  ; 
and — except  gratuitously  taking  instructions  on 
an  average  once  a  fortnight,  for  the  will  of  Lady 
Tippins,  who  has  nothing  to  leave — I  have  had 
no  scrap  of  business  but  this  romantic  ])usiness." 

"And  I,"  said  Eugene,  "have  been  'called' 
seven  years,  and  have  had  no  business  at  all,  and 
never  shall  have  any.  And  if  I  had,  I  shouldn't 
know  how  to  do  it." 

"  I  am  far  from  being  clear  as  to  the  last 
particular,"  returned  Mortimer,  with  great  com- 
posure, "  that  I  have  much  advantage  over  you." 

"I  hate,"  said  Eugene,  putting  his  legs  up  on 
the  opposite  seat,  "I  hate  my  profession." 

"Shall  I  incommode  you,  if  I  put  mine  up 
too?"  returned  Mortimer.  "Thank  you.  I 
hate  mine." 


"It  was  forced  upon  me,"  said  the  gloomy 
Eugene,  "  because  it  was  understood  that  wo 
wanted  a  barrister  in  the  family.  We  have  got 
a  precious  one." 

"  It  was  forced  upon  me,"  said  Mortimer, 
"because  it  was  understooil  that  we  wanted  a 
solicitor  in  the  family.  And  we  have  got  a 
precious  one." 

"There  are  four  of  us,  with  our  names  paint- 
ed on  a  door-post  in  right  of  one  black  hole 
called  a  set  of  chambers,"  said  Eugene;  "and 
each  of  us  has  the  fourth  of  a  clerk — Cassim 
Baba,  in  the  robber's  cave — and  Cassim  is  the 
only  respectable  member  of  the  party." 

"I  am  one  by  myself,  one,"  said  Mortimer, 
"high  up  an  awful  staircase  commanding  a 
burial-ground;  and  I  have  a  whole  clerk  to 
myself,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  look  at 
the  burial-ground,  and  what  he  will  turn  out 
when  arrived  at  maturity  I  can  not  conceive. 
Whether,  in  that  shabby  rook's  nest,  he  is  always 
plotting  wisdom,  or  plotting  murder;  whether 
he  will  grow  up,  after  so  much  solitaiy  brood- 
ing, to  enlighten  his  fellow-creatures,  or  to  poison 
them  ;  is  the  only  speck  of  interest  that  presents 
itself  to  my  professional  view.  Will  you  give 
me  a  light?     Thank  you." 

' '  Then  idiots  talk, "  said  Eugene,  leaning  back, 
folding  his  arms,  smoking  with  his  eyes  shut, 
and  speaking  slightly  through  his  nose,  "of  En- 
ergy. If  there  is  a  word  in  the  dictionary  un- 
der any  letter  from  A  to  Z  that  I  abominate,  it 
is  energy.  It  is  such  a  conventional  supersti- 
tion, such  parrot  gabble!  What  the  deuce: 
Am  I  to  rush  out  into  the  street,  collar  the  first 
man  of  a  wealthy  appearance  that  I  meet,  shake 
him,  and  say,  'Go  to  law  upon  the  spot,  you 
dog,  and  retain  me,  or  I'll  be  the  death  of  you  ?' 
Yet  that  would  be  energy." 

"  Precisely  my  view  of  the  case,  Eugene.  But 
show  me  a  good  opportunity,  show  me  some- 
thing really  worth  being  energetic  about,  and 
/'ll  show  ycu  energy." 

"And  so  will  I,"  said  Eugene. 

And  it  is  likely  enough  that  ten  thousand 
other  young  men,  within  the  limits  of  the  London 
Post-office  town  delivery,  made  the  same  hope- 
ful remark  in  the  course  of  the  same  evening. 

The  wheels  rolled  on,  and  rolled  down  by  the 
Monument  and  the  Tower,  and  by  the  Docks ; 
down  by  Ratcliffe,  and  by  Rothcrhithe ;  down 
by  where  accumulated  scum  of  humanity  seemed 
to  be  washed  from  higher  grounds,  like  so  much 
moral  sewage,  and  to  be  pausing  until  its  own 
weight  forced  it  over  the  bank  and  sunk  ii  in  tlie 
river.  In  and  out  among  ships  that  seemed  to 
have  got  ashore,  and  houses  that  seemed  to  have 
got  afloat — among  bowsprits  staring  into  win- 
dows, and  windows  staring  into  water  —  the 
wheels  rolled  on,  unfil  they  stoj)ped  at  a  dark  cor- 
ner, river-washed  and  otherwise  not  washed  at  all, 
where  the  boy  alighted  and  ojjcned  the  door. 

"You  must  walk  the  rest.  Sir;  it's  uot  many 
yards."  He  spoke  in  the  singular  number,  to 
the  ex]iress  cxclusimi  of  Eugene. 
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"This  is  a  confoundedly  out-of-the-way 
j)lace,"  said  Mortimer,  slipping  over  the  stones 
and  refuse  on  the  shore,  as  the  boy  turned  the 
corner  sharp. 

"Here's  my  father's.  Sir;  where  tlie  light  is." 

The  low  building  had  the  look  of  having  once 
been  a  mill.  There  was  a  rotten  wart  of  wood 
upon  its  forehead  that  seemed  to  indicate  where 
the  sails  had  been,  but  the  whole  was  very  indis- 
tinctly seen  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night.  The 
boy  lifted  the  latch  of  the  door,  and  they  passed 
at  once  into  a  low  circular  room,  where  a  man 
stood  before  a  rod  fire,  looking  down  into  it,  and 
a  girl  sat  engageii  in  needle-work.  The  fire  was 
in  a  rusty  brazier,  not  fitted  to  the  hearth;  and 
a  common  lamp,  shaped  like  a  hyacinth-root, 
smoked  and  flared  in  the  neck  of  a  stone  bottle 
on  the  table.  There  was  a  wooden  bunk  or 
berth  in  a  corner,  and  in  another  corner  a  wood- 
en stair  leading  above — so  clumsy  and  steep  that 
it  was  little  better  than  a  ladder.  Two  or  three 
old  sculls  and  oars  stood  against  the  wall,  and 
against  another  part  of  the  wall  was  a  small 
dresser,  making  a  spare  show  of  the  commonest 
articles  of  crockery  and  cooking-vessels.  The 
roof  of  the  room  was  not  plastered,  but  wan 
formed  of  the  flooring  of  the  room  above.  This, 
being  very  old,  knotted,  seamed  and  beamed, 
gave  a  lowering  aspect  to  the  chamber;  and 
roof,  and  walls,  and  floor,  alike  abounding  in 
old  smears  of  flour,  red-lead  (or  some  such  stain 
which  it  had  probably  acquired  in  warehousing), 
and  damp,  alike  had  a  look  of  decomposition. 

"The  gentleman,  father." 

The  figure  at  the  red  fire  turned,  raised  its 
ruffled  head,  and  looked  like  a  bird  of  prey. 

"You're  Mortimer  Lightwood,  esquire;  are 
you.  Sir?" 

"Mortimer  Lightwood  is  my  name.  What 
you  found,"  said  Mortimer,  glancing  rather 
shrinkingly  toward  the  bunk ;   "  is  it  here?" 

"'Tain't  not  to  say  here,  but  it's  close  by.  I 
do  every  thing  reg'lar.  I've  giv'  notice  of  the 
circumstarnce  to  the  police,  and  the  police  have 
took  possession  of  it.  No  time  ain't  been  lost, 
on  any  hand.  The  police  have  put  it  into  print 
already,  and  here's  what  the  print  says  of  it." 

Taking  up  the  bottle  with  the  lamp  in  it,  he 
held  it  near  a  paper  on  the  wall,  with  the  ];o]ice 
heading,  Found  Drom^ned.  The  two  friends 
read  the  hand-bill  as  it  stuck  against  the  wall, 
and  Gaffer  read  them  as  he  held  the  light. 

"Only  papers  on  the  unfortunate  man,  I  see," 
said  Lightwood,  glancing  from  the  description 
of  what  was  found,  to  the  finder. 

"Only  papers." 

Here  the  girl  arose  with  her  work  in  her  hand, 
and  went  out  at  the  door. 

"  No  money,"  pursued  Mortimer ;  "but  three- 
pence in  one  of  the  skirt-pockets." 

' '  Three.  Penny.  Pieces, "  said  GafTer  Hex- 
am,  in  as  many  sentences. 

"The  trowsers  pockets  empty,  and  turned  in- 
side out." 

Gaffer  Hexam  nodded.    "  But  that's  common . 


Whether  it's  the  wash  of  the  tide  or  no,  I  can't 
say.  Now,  here,"  moving  the  light  to  another 
Found  Drowned  placard,  "  /a'.s- pockets  was  found 
empty,  and  turned  inside  out.  And  here,"  mov- 
ing the  light  to  another,  "Aer  pocket  was  found 
em])ty,  and  turned  inside  out.  And  so  was  this 
one's.  And  so  was  that  one's.  I  can't  read, 
nor  I  don't  want  to  it,  fin-  I  know  'em  by  their 
places  on  the  wall.  This  one  was  a  sailor,  with 
two  anchors  <^nd  a  flag  and  G.  F.  T.  on  his  arm. 
Look  and  see  if  he  warn't." 

"  Quite  right." 

"This  one  was  the  young  woman  in  gray 
boots,  and  her  linen  marked  with  a  cross.  Look 
and  see  if  she  warn't." 

"Quite  right." 

"  This  is  him  as  had  a  nasty  cut  over  the  eye. 
This  is  them  two  young  sisters  what  tied  them- 
selves together  with  a  handkccher.  This  is  the 
drunken  old  chaj),  in  a  pair  of  list  slippers  and 
a  night-cap,  wot  had  offered — it  afterward  come 
out — to  make  a  hole  in  the  water  for  a  quartern 
of  rum  stood  aforchand,  and  kept  to  his  word  for 
the  first  and  last  time  in  his  life.  They  pretty 
well  papers  the  room,  you  see ;  but  I  know  'em 
all.     I'm  scholar  enough!" 

He  waved  the  light  over  the  whole,  as  if  to 
ty])ify  the  light  of  his  scholarly  intelligence,  and 
then  put  it  down  on  the  table  and  stood  behind 
it  looking  intently  at  his  visitors.  He  had  the  spe- 
cial peculiarity  of  some  birds  of  prey,  that  when 
he  knitted  his  brow  his  ruffled  crest  stood  highest, 

"You  did  not  find  all  these  yourself;  did 
you?"  asked  Eugene. 

To  which  the  bird  of  prey  slowly  rejoined. 
"And  what  might  your  name  be,  now?" 

"This  is  my  friend,"  Mortimer  Lightwood 
interposed;  "Mr.  Eugene Wrayburn." 

"Mr.  Eugene  Wrayburn,  is  it?  And  what 
might  Mr.  Eugene  Wrayburn  have  asked  of  me?" 

"I  asked  you,  simply,  if  you  found  all  these 
yourself?" 

"I  answer  you,  simply,  most  on  'em." 

"Do  you  suppose  there  has  been  much  vio- 
lence and  robbery,  beforehand,  among  these 
cases  ?" 

"I  don't  suppose  at  all  about  it,"  returned 
Gaffer.  "I  ain't  one  of  the  supposing  sort.  If 
you'd  got  your  living  to  haul  out  of  the  river 
every  day  of  your  life,  you  mightn't  be  much 
given  to  supposing.     Am  I  to  show  the  way  ?" 

As  he  opened  the  door,  in  pursuance  of  a  nod 
from  Lightwood,  an  extremely  pale  and  dis- 
turbed face  appeared  in  the  doorway — the  face 
of  a  man  much  agitated. 

"A  body  missing?"  asked  Gaffer  Hexam, 
stopping  short ;   "  or  a  body  found  ?     Which  ?" 

"I  am  lost,"  replied  the  man,  in  a  hurried 
and  an  eager  manner. 

"Lost!" 

"  I — I — am  a  stranger,  and  don't  know  the 
way.  I — I — want  to  find  the  place  where  I  can 
see  what  is  described  here.  It  is  possible  I  may 
know  it."  He  was  panting,  and  could  hardly 
speak ;  but,   he   showed  a  copy  of  the  newly- 
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])rintcd  hill  that  was  still  wet  upon  the  wall, 
l^erhaps  its  newness,  or  j)C>rha])S  the  accuracy  of 
his  observation  uf  its  general  look,  guided  Gaffer 
to  a  ready  conclusion. 

"  This  gentleman,  ]Mr.  Liglitwood,  is  on  that 
business." 

"Mr.  Lightwood?" 

During  a  jiause,  Mortimer  and  the  stranger 
confronted  each  other.    Neither  knew  the  other. 

"I  think,  Sir,"  said  jNIortimer,  breaking  the 
awkward  silence  with  his  airy  self-i)ossession, 
'•that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  mention  my 
name?" 

'*I  repeated  it,  after  this  man." 

"You  said  you  were  a  stranger  in  London?" 

"An  utter  stranger." 

"Are  you  seeking  a  Mr.  Harmon?" 

"No." 

"  Then  I  believe  I  can  assure  you  that  you  are 
on  a  fruitless  errand,  and  will  not  find  what  you 
fear  to  find.     Will  you  come  with  us?" 

A  little  winding  through  some  muddy  alleys 
that  might  have  been  deposited  by  the  last  ill- 
savored  tide,  brought  them  to  the  wicket-gate 
and  bright  lamp  of  a  Police  Station ;  where  they 
found  the  Night-Inspector,  with  a  pen  and  ink, 
and  ruler,  posting  up  his  books  in  a  whitewashed 
office,  as  studiously  as  if  he  were  in  a  monastery 
on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and  no  howling  fury 
of  a  drunken  woman  were  banging  herself  against 
a  cell- door  in  the  back-yard  at  his  elbow.  With 
the  same  air  of  a  recluse  much  given  to  study, 
he  desisted  from  his  books  to  bestow  a  distrust- 
ful nod  of  recognition  upon  Gaffer,  plainly  im- 
porting, "Ah !  we  know  all  about  you,  and  you'll 
overdo  it  some  day;"  and  to  inform  Mr.  Morti- 
mer Lightwood  and  friends,  that  he  would  at- 
tend them  immediately.  Then,  he  finished 
ruling  the  work  he  had  in  hand  (it  might  have 
been  illuminating  a  missal,  he  was  so  calm),  in 
a  very  neat  and  methodical  manner,  showing 
not  the  slightest  consciousness  of  the  woman  who 
was  banging  herself  with  increased  violence,  and 
shrieking  most  terrifically  for  some  other  wo- 
man's liver. 

"A  bull's-eye,"  said  the  Night-Inspector,  tak- 
ing up  his  keys.  Which  a  deferential  satellite 
produced.     "Now,  gentlemen." 

With  one  of  his  keys  he  opened  a  cool  grot  at 
the  end  of  the  yard,  and  they  all  went  in.  They 
quickly  came  out  again,  no  one  speaking  but 
Eugene  :  who  remarked  to  Mortimer,  in  a  whis- 
per, "Not  viucIl  worse  than  Lady  Tippins." 

So,  back  to  the  whitewashed  library  of  the 
monasteiy — with  that  liver  still  in  shrieking  req- 
uisition, as  it  had  been  loudly,  while  they  looked 
at  the  silent  sight  they  came  to  see — and  there 
through  the  merits  of  the  case  as  summed  up  by 
the  Abbot.  No  clew  to  how  body  came  into 
river.  Very  often  was  no  clew.  Too  late  to 
know  for  certain,  whether  injuiies  received  be- 
fore or  afler  death  ;  one  excellent  surgical  oj)in- 
ion  said,  before  ;  other  excellent  surgical  o])iu- 
ion  said,  after.  Steward  of  ship  in  which  gen- 
tleman came  home  i)assenger,  had  been  round  to 


view,  and  had  no  doubt  of  identity.  Likewise 
could  swear  to  clothes.  And  then,  you  see,  you 
had  the  papers,  too.  How  was  it  he  had  totallv 
disappeared  on  leaving  ship,  'till found  in  river? 
Well !  Probably  had  been  upon  some  little  game. 
Probably  thought  it  a  harmless  game,  wasn't  up 
to  things,  and  it  turned  out  a  fatal  game.  In- 
quest to-morrow,  and  no  doubt  open  verdict. 

"It  appears  to  have  knocked  your  friend  over 
— knocked  him  completely  oft"  his  legs,"  jVIr.  In- 
spector remarked,  when  he  had  finished  his  sum- 
ming up.  "  It  has  given  him  a  bad  turn  to  be 
sure  !"  This  was  said  in  a  very  low  voice,  and 
with  a  searching  look  (not  the  first  he  had  cast) 
at  the  stranger. 

IMr.  Lightwood  explained  that  it  was  no  friend 
of  his. 

"Indeed?"  said  Mr.  Inspector,  with  an  at- 
tentive ear;  "where  did  you  pick  him  up?" 

Mr.  Lightwood  explained  further. 

Mr.  Inspector  had  delivered  his  summing  up, 
and  had  added  these  words,  with  his  elbows  lean- 
ing on  his  desk,  and  the  fingers  and  thumb  of  his 
right  hand,  fitting  themselves  to  the  fingers  and 
thumb  of  his  left.  Mr.  Inspector  moved  nothing 
but  his  eyes,  as  he  now  added,  raising  his  voice : 

"Turned  you  faint,  Sir!  Seems  you're  not 
accustomed  to  this  kind  of  work  ?'' 

The  stranger,  who  was  leaning  against  the 
chimney-piece  with  drooping  head,  looked  round 
and  answered,  "No.     It's  a  horrible  sight!" 

"You  expected  to  identify,  I  am  told,  Sir?" 

"Yes." 

'■^Have  you  identified?" 

"No.  It's  a  horrible  sight.  Oh !  a  horrible, 
horrible  sight!" 

"  Who  did  you  think  it  might  have  been  ?" 
asked  Mr.  Inspector.  "Give  us  a  description. 
Sir.     Perhaps  we  can  help  you." 

"No,  no,"  said  the  stranger;  "it  would  be 
quite  useless.     Good-night." 

Mr.  Inspector  had  not  moved,  and  had  given  no 
order ;  but  the  satellite  slipped  his  back  against 
the  wicket,  and  laid  his  left  arm  along  the  toj) 
of  it,  and  with  his  right  hand  turned  the  bull's- 
eye  he  had  taken  from  his  chief — in  quite  a  cas- 
ual manner — toward  the  stranger. 

"You  missed  a  friend,  you  know;  or  you 
missed  a  foe,  you  know ;  or  you  wouldn't  have 
come  here,  you  know.  Well,  then  ;  ain't  it  rea- 
sonable to  ask,  who  was  it?"  Thus,  Mr.  In- 
spector. 

"You  must  excuse  my  telling  you.  No  class 
of  man  can  understand  better  than  you,  that 
families  may  not  choose  to  publish  their  disa- 
greements and  misfortunes,  except  upon  the  last 
necessity.  I  do  not  dispute  tiiat  you  disi'harge 
your  duty  in  asking  me  the  question ;  you  will 
not  dis))ute  my  right  to  withliold  the  answer. 
Good-night." 

Again  he  turned  toward  the  wicket,  where  the 
satellite,  with  his  eye  \\\)0\\  his  chief,  remained  a 
dumb  statue. 

"At  least,"  said  Mr. Inspector,  "you  will  not 
object  to  leave  me  your  card,  Sir?" 
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"  I  should  not  object,  if  I  had  one ;  but  I  have 
not."  He  reddened  and  was  much  confused  as 
he  gave  the  answer. 

"At  least,"  said  Mr.  Inspector,  with  no  change 
of  voice  or  manner,  "  you  will  not  object  to  write 
down  your  name  and  address?" 

"Not  at  all." 

Mr.  Inspector  dipped  a  pen  in  his  inkstand,  and 
softly  laid  it  on  a  piece  of  paper  close  beside  him ; 
then  resumed  his  former  attitude.  The  stranger 
stepped  up  to  the  desk,  and  wrote  in  a  rather 
tremulous  hand — Mr.  Inspector  taking  sidelong 
note  of  every  hair  of  his  head  when  it  Avas  bent 
down  for  the  purpose — "Mr.  Julius  Handford, 
Exchequer  Coffee-IIouse,  Palace  Yard,  West- 
minster." 

"  Staying  there,  I  presume.  Sir?" 

"Staying  there." 

"Consequently,  from  the  country?" 

"  Eh  ?     Yes— from  the  country." 

"  Good-night,  Sir." 

The  satellite  removed  his  arm  and  opened  the 
wicket,  and  Mr.  Julius  Handford  went  out. 

"  Reserve ! "  said  Mr.  Inspector.  ' '  Take  care 
of  this  piece  of  paper,  keep  him  in  view  without 
giving  offense,  ascertain  that  he  is  staying  there, 
and  find  out  any  thing  you  can  about  him." 

The  satellite  was  gone ;  and  Mr.  Inspector, 
becoming  once  again  the  quiet  Abbot  of  that 
Monastery,  dipped  his  pen  in  his  ink  and  re- 
sumed his  books.  The  two  friends  who  had 
watched  him,  more  amused  by  the  professional 
manner  than  suspicious  of  Mr.  Julius  Handford, 
inquired  before  taking  their  departure  too  wheth- 
er he  believed  there  was  any  thing  that  really 
looked  bad  here  ? 

The  Abbot  replied  with  reticence,  "  Couldn't 
say.  If  a  murder,  any  body  might  have  done  it. 
Burglary  or  pocket-picking  wanted  'prenticeshi]). 
Not  so,  murder.  We  Avere  all  of  us  up  to  that. 
Had  seen  scores  of  people  come  to  identify,  and 
never  saw  one  person  struck  in  that  particular 
way.  Might,  however,  have  been  Stomach,  and 
not  Mind.  If  so,  rum  stomach.  But  to  be  sure 
there  were  rum  every  things.  Pity  there  was 
not  a  word  of  trutli  in  that  superstition  about 
bodies  bleeding  when  touched  by  the  right  hand  ; 
yon  never  got  a  sign  out  of  bodies.  You  got  row 
enough  out  of  such  as  her — she  was  good  for  all 
night  now"  (referring  here  to  the  banging  de- 
mands for  the  liver),  "but  you  got  nothing  out 
of  bodies  if  it  was  ever  so." 

There  being  nothing  more  to  be  done  until  the 
Inquest  was  held  next  day,  the  friends  went  away 
together,  and  Gaffer  Hexam  and  his  son  went 
their  separate  way.  But,  arriving  at  the  last 
corner.  Gaffer  bade  his  boy  go  home  while  lie 
turned  into  a  red-curtained  tavern,  that  stood 
dropsically  bulging  over  the  dirty  causeway,  "for 
a  half-a-pint." 

The  boy  lifted  the  latch  he  had  lifted  before, 
and  found  his  sister  again  seated  before  the  fire 
at  her  work.  Who  raised  her  head  upon  his 
coming  in  and  asking : 

"Where  did  you  go,  Liz?" 
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"I  went  out  in  the  dark." 

"There  was  no  necessity  for  that.  It  was  all 
right  enough." 

"One  of  the  gentlemen,  the  one  who  didn't 
speak  while  I  was  there,  looked  hard  at  me. 
And  I  was  afraid  he  might  know  what  my  face 
meant.  But  there !  Don't  mind  me,  Charley! 
I  was  all  in  a  tremble  of  another  sort  when  you 
owned  to  father  you  could  write  a  little." 

"  Ah !  But  I  made  believe  I  wrote  so  badly, 
as  that  it  was  odds  if  any  one  could  read  it. 
And  when  I  wrote  slowest  and  smeared  out  with 
my  finger  most,  father  was  best  pleased,  as  he 
stood  looking  over  me." 

The  girl  put  aside  her  work,  and  drawing  her 
seat  close  to  his  seat  by  the  fire,  laid  her  arm 
gently  on  his  shoulder. 

' '  You'll  make  the  most  of  your  time,  Charley ; 
won't  you  ?" 

"Won't  I?     Come!     I  like  that.     Don't  I?" 

"Yes,  Charley,  yes.  You  work  hard  at  your 
learning,  I  know.  And  I  work  a  little,  Charley, 
and  plan  and  contrive  a  little  (wake  out  of  my 
sleep  contriving  sometimes),  how  to  get  together 
a  shilling  now,  and  a  shilling  then,  that  shall 
make  father  believe  you  are  beginning  to  earn  a 
stray  living  along  shore." 

"You  are  father's  favorite,  and  can  make  him 
believe  any  thing." 

"I  wish  I  could,  Charley!  For  if  I  could 
make  him  believe  that  learning  was  a  good  thing, 
and  that  we  might  lead  better  lives,  I  should  be 
a'most  content  to  die." 

"Don't  talk  stuff  about  dying,  Liz." 

She  placed  her  hands  in  one  another  on  his 
shoulder,  and  laying  her  rich  brown  cheek 
against  them  as  she  looked  down  at  the  fire, 
went  on  thoughtfully : 

"Of  an  evening,  Charley,  when  you  are  at 
the  school,  and  father's — " 

"At  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship-Porters,"  the 
boy  struck  in,  with  a  backward  nod  of  his  head 
toward  the  public  house. 

"Yes.  Then  as  I  sit  a-looking  at  the  fire,  I 
seem  to  see  in  the  burning  coal — like  where  that 
glow  is  now — " 

"That's  gas,  that  is,"  said  the  boy,  "coming^ 
out  of  a  bit  of  a  forest  that's  been  under  the  mud 
that  was  under  the  water  in  the  days  of  Noah's 
Ark.  Look  here  !  When  I  take  the  poker — so 
— and  give  it  a  dig — " 

"Don't  disturb  it,  Charley,  or  it'll  be  all  in  a 
blaze.  It's  that  dull  glow  near  it,  coming  and 
going,  that  I  mean.  When  I  look  at  it  of  an 
evening,  it  comes  like  pictures  to  me,  Char- 
ley." 

"  Show  us  a  picture,"  said  the  boy.  "  Tell  us 
where  to  look." 

"  Ah  !     It  wants  my  eyes,  Charley." 

"Cut  away  then,  and  tell  us  what  your  eyes 
make  of  it." 

"Why,  there  are  you  and  me,  Charley,  when 
you  were  quite  a  baby  that  never  knew  a  mo- 
ther—" 

"Don't  go  saying  I  never  knew  a  mother," 
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interposed  the  boy,  "for  I  knew  a  little  sister 
that  was  sister  and  mother  both." 

The  girl  laughed  delightedly,  and  her  eyes 
filled  with  pleasant  tears,  as  he  put  both  his 
arms  round  her  waist  and  so  held  her. 

"There  are  you  and  me,  Charley,  when  fa- 
ther was  away  at  work  and  locked  us  out,  for 
fear  we  should  set  ourselves  afire  or  fall  out  of 
window,  sitting  on  the  door-sill,  sitting  on  other 
door-steps,  sitting  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  wan- 
dering about  to  get  through  the  time.  You  are 
rather  heavy  to  carry,  Charley,  and  I  am  often 
obliged  to  rest.  Sometimes  we  are  sleepy  and 
fall  asleep  together  in  a  corner,  sometimes  we 
are  very  hungry,  sometimes  we  are  a  little  fright- 
ened, but  what  is  oftenest  hard  upon  us  is  the 
cold.     You  remember,  Charley  ?" 

"I  remember,"  said  the  boy,  pressing  her  to 
him  twice  or  thrice,  "that  I  snuggled  under  a 
little  shawl,  and  it  was  warm  there." 

"Sometimes  it  rains,  and  we  creep  under  a 
boat  or  the  like  of  that ;  sometimes  it's  dark, 
and  we  get  among  the  gaslights,  sitting  watching 
the  people  as  they  go  along  the  streets.  At  last, 
up  comes  father  and  takes  us  home.  And  home 
seems  such  a  shelter  after  out  of  doors !  And 
father  pulls  my  shoes  off,  and  dries  my  feet  at 
the  fire,  and  has  me  to  sit  by  him  while  he  smokes 
his  pipe  long  after  you  are  abed,  and  I  notice 
that  fatlier's  is  a  large  hand  but  never  a  heavy 
one  when  it  touches  me,  and  that  father's  is  a 
rough  voice  but  never  an  angry  One  when  it 
speaks  to  me.  So,  I  grow  up,  and  little  by  little 
father  trusts  me,  and  makes  me  his  companion, 
and,  let  him  be  put  out  as  he  may,  never  once 
strikes  me." 

The  listening  boy  gave  a  grunt  here,  as  much 
as  to  say  "But  he  strikes  me  though !" 

"Those  are  some  of  the  pictures  of  what  is 
past,  Charley." 

"Cut  away  again,"  said  the  boy,  "and  give 
us  a  fortune-telling  one  ;  a  future  one." 

' '  Well !  There  am  I,  continuing  with  father 
and  holding  to  father,  because  father  loves  me 
and  I  love  father.  I  can't  so  much  as  read  a 
book,  because,  if  I  had  learned,  father  would 
have  thought  I  was  deserting  him,  and  I  should 
have  lost  my  influence.  I  have  not  the  influ- 
ence I  want  to  have,  I  can  not  stop  some  dread- 
ful things  I  try  to  stop,  but  I  go  on  in  the  hope 
and  trust  that  the  time  will  come.  In  the  mean 
while  I  know  that  I  am  in  some  things  a  stay  to 
father,  and  that  if  I  was  not  faithful  to  him  he 
would — in  revenge-like,  or  in  disappointment,  or 
both — go  wild  and  bad." 

"Give  us  a  touch  of  the  fortune-telling  pic- 
tures about  me." 

"  I  was  jjassing  on  to  them,  Charley,"  said  the 
girl,  who  had  not  changed  her  attitude  since  she 
began,  and  who  now  mournfully  shook  her  head  ; 
"the  others  were  all  leading  up.  There  are 
you—" 

"Where  am  I,  Liz?" 

"  Still  in  the  hollow  down  by  the  flare." 

"There  seems  to  be  the  deuce-and-all  in  the 


hollow  down  by  the  flare,"  said  the  boy,  glan- 
cing from  her  eyes  to  the  brazier,  which  had  a 
grisly  skeleton  look  on  its  long  thin  legs. 

"There  are  you,  Charley,  working  your  way, 
in  secret  from  father,  at  the  school ;  and  you  get 
prizes;  and  you  go  on  better  and  better;  and 
you  come  to  be  a — what  was  it  you  called  it 
when  you  told  me  about  that?" 

"Ha,  ha!  Fortune-telling  not  know  the 
name!"  cried  the  boy,  seeming  to  be  rather  re- 
lieved by  this  default  on  the  part  of  the  hollow 
down  by  the  flare.     "Pupil-teacher." 

"You  come  to  be  a  pupil-teacher,  and  you 
still  go  on  better  and  better,  and  you  rise  to  be  a 
master  full  of  learning  and  respect.  But  the  se- 
cret has  come  to  father's  knowledge  long  before, 
and  it  has  divided  you  from  father,  and  from  me." 

"  No  it  hasn't !" 

"Yes  it  has,  Charley.  I  see,  as  plain  as  plain 
can  be,  that  your  way  is  not  ours,  and  that  even 
if  father  could  be  got  to  forgive  your  taking  it 
(which  he  never  could  be),  that  way  of  yours 
would  be  darkened  by  our  way.  But  I  see  too, 
Charley — " 

"Still  as  plain  as  plain  can  be,  Liz?"  asked 
the  boy,  playfully. 

"  Ah !  Still.  That  it  is  a  great  work  to  have 
cut  you  away  from  father's  life,  and  to  have 
made  a  new  and  good  beginning.  So  there  am 
I,  Charley,  left  alone  with  father,  keeping  him 
as  straight  as  I  can,  watching  for  more  influence 
than  I  have,  and  hoping  that  through  some  for- 
tunate chance,  or  when  he  is  ill,  or  when — I 
don't  know  what — I  may  turn  him  to  wish  to  do 
better  things." 

"You  said  you  couldn't  read  a  book,  Lizzie. 
Your  library  of  books  is  the  hollow  down  by  the 
flare,  I  think." 

"  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  able  to  read  real 
books.  I  feel  my  want  of  learning  very  much, 
Charley.  But  I  should  feel  it  much  more,  if  I 
didn't  know  it  to  be  a  tie  between  me  and  fa- 
ther. —Hark !     Father's  tread ! " 

It  being  now  past  midnight,  the  bird  of  prey 
went  straight  to  roost.  At  mid-day  following 
he  reappeared  at  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship-Por- 
ters, .in  the  character,  not  new  to  him,  of  a  wit- 
ness before  a  Coroner's  Jury. 

Mr.  Mortimer  Lightwood,  besides  sustaining 
the  character  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  doubled 
the  part  with  that  of  the  eminent  solicitor  who 
watched  the  proceedings  on  behalf  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  deceased,  as  was  duly  recorded 
in  the  newspapers.  Mr.  Inspector  watched  the 
proceedings  too,  and  kept  his  watching  closely 
to  himselC  Mr.  Julius  Handford  having  given 
his  right  address,  and  being  reported  in  solvent 
circumstances  as  to  his  bill,  though  nothing  more 
was  known  of  him  at  his  hotel  except  that  his 
way  of  life  Avas  very  retired,  had  no  summons 
to  appear,  and  was  merely  present  in  the  shades 
of  ]\lr.  Inspector's  mind. 

The  case  was  made  i"nteresting  to  the  public 
by  Mr.  Mortimer  Lightwood  giving  evidence 
touching  the  circumstances  under  which  the  de- 
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ceased,  Mr.  John  Harmon,  had  returned  to  En- 
gland ;  exclusive  private  proprietorship  in  which 
circumstances  was  set  up  at  dinner-tables  for 
several  days,  by  Veneering,  Twemlow,  Podsnap, 
and  all  the  Buffers :  who  all  related  them  ir- 
reconcilably with  one  another,  and  contradicted 
themselves.  It  was  also  made  interesting  by  the 
testimony  of  Job  Potterson,  the  ship's  steward, 
and  one  Mr.  Jacob  Kibble,  a  fellow-passenger, 
that  the  deceased  Mr..  John  Harmon  did  bring 
over,  in  a  hand-valise  with  which  he  did  disem- 
bark, the  sum  he  had  realized  by  the  forced  sale 
of  his  little  landed  property,  and  that  the  sum  ex- 
ceeded, in  ready  money,  seven  hundred  pounds. 
It- was  farther  made  interesting  by  the  remark- 
able experiences  of  Jesse  Hexam  in  having  res- 
cued from  the  Thames  so  many  dead  bodies, 
and  for  whose  behoof  a  rapturous  admirer,  sub- 
scribing himself  "A  friend  to  Burial"  (perhaps 
an  undertaker),  sent  eighteen  postage-stamps, 
and  five  "Now  Sir"s  to  the  editor  of  the  Times. 

Upon  the  evidence  adduced  before  them  the 
Jury  found.  That  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Harmon 
had  been  discovered  floating  in  the  Thames,  in 
an  advanced  state  of  decay,  and  much  injured, 
and  that  the  said  Mr.  John  Harmon  had  come 
by  his  death  under  highly  suspicious  circum- 
stances,, though  by  whose  act  or  in  what  precise 
manner  there  was  no  evidence  before  this  Jury 
to  show.  And  they  appended  to  their  verdict  a 
recommendation  to  the  Home  Office  (which  Mr. 
Inspector  appeared  to  think  highly  sensible),  to 
offer  a  reward  for  the  solution  of  the  mystery. 
Within  eight-and-forty  hours  a  reward  of  One 
Hundred  Pounds  was  proclaimed,  together  with 
a  free  pardon  to  any  person  or  persons  not  the 
actual  perpetrator  or  perpetrators,  and  so  forth 
in  due  form. 

This  Proclamation  rendered  Mr.  Inspector 
additionally  studious,  and  caused  him  to  stand 
meditating  on  river-stairs  and  causeways,  and  to 
go  lurking  about  in  boats,  putting  this  and  that 
together.  But,  according  to  the  success  with 
which  you  put  this  and  that  together,  you  get  a 
woman  and  a  fish  apart,  or  a  Mermaid  in  com- 
bination. And  Mr.  Inspector  could  turn  out 
nothing  better  than  a  Mermaid,  which  no  Judge 
and  Jury  would  believe  in. 

Thus,  like  the  tides  on  which  it  had  been  borne 
to  the  knowledge  of  men,  the  Harmon  Murder 
— as  it  came  to  be  popularly  called — went  up  and 
down,  and  ebbed  and  flowed,  now  in  the  town, 
now  in  the  country,  now  among  palaces,  now 
among  hovels,  now  among  lords  and  ladies  and 
gentlefolks,  now  among  laborers  and  hammerers 
and  ballast-heavers,  until  at  last,  after  a  long 
interval  of  slack-water,  it  got  out  to  sea  and  drift- 
ed away. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE    R.    WILPER    FAMILY. 

Reginald  Wilper  is  a  name  with  rather  a 
grand  sound,  suggesting  on  first  acquaintance 


brasses  in  country  churches,  scrolls  in  stained- 
glass  windows,  and  generally  the  De  Wilfers  who 
came  over  with  the  Conqueror.  For,  it  is  a  re- 
markable fact  in  genealogy  that  no  De  Any  ones 
ever  came  over  with  Any  body  else. 

But,  the  Reginald  Wilfer  family  were  of  such 
commonplace  extraction  and  pursuits  that  their 
forefathers  had  for  generations  modestly  sub- 
sisted on  the  Docks,  the  Excise- Office,  and  the 
Custom-House,  and  the  existing  R.  Wilfer  was 
a  poor  clerk.  So  poor  a  clerk,  though  having  a 
limited  salary  and  an  unlimited  family,  that  he 
had  never  yet  attained  the  modest  object  of  his 
ambition :  which  was,  to  wear  a  complete  new 
suit  of  clothes,  hat  and  boots  included,  at  one 
time.  His  black  hat  was  brown  before  he  could 
afford  a  coat,  his  pantaloons  were  white  at  the 
seams  and  knees  before  he  could  buy  a  pair  of 
boots,  his  boots  had  worn  out  before  he  could 
treat  himself  to  new  pantaloons,  and,  by  the  time 
he  worked  round  to  the  hat  again,  that  shining 
modern  article  roofed-in  an  ancient  ruin  of  va- 
rious periods. 

If  the  conventional  Cherub  could  ever  grow 
up  and  clothed,  he  might  be  photographed  as  a 
view  of  Wilfer.  His  chubby,  smooth,  innocent 
appearance  was  a  reason  for  his  being  always 
treated  with  condescension  when  he  was  not  put 
down.  A  stranger  entering  his  own  poor  house 
at  about  ten  o'clock  p.m.  might  have  been  sur- 
prised to  find  him  sitting  up  to  supper.  So  boy- 
ish was  he  in  his  curves  and  proportions,  that 
his  old  schoolmaster  meeting  him  in  Cheapside, 
might  have  been  unable  to  withstand  the  tempt- 
ation of  caning  him  on  the  spot.  In  short,  he 
was  the  conventional  cherub,  after  the  supposi- 
titious shoot  just  mentioned,  rather  gray,  with 
signs  of  care  on  his  expression,  and  in  decidedly 
insolvent  circumstances. 

He  was  shy,  and  unwilling  to  own  to  the  name 
of  Reginald,  as  being  too  aspiring  and  self-assert- 
ive a  name.  In  his  signature  he  used  only  the 
initial  R.,  and  imparted  what  it  really  stood  for 
to  none  but  chosen  friends,  under  the  seal  of  con- 
fidence. Out  of  this,  the  facetious  habit  had 
arisen  in  the  neighborhood  surrounding  Mincing 
Lane  of  making  Christian  names  for  him  of  ad- 
jectives and  participles  beginning  with  R.  Some 
of  these  were  more  or  less  appropriate :  as  Rusty, 
Retiring,  Ruddy,  Round,  Ripe,  Ridiculous,  Ru- 
minative ;  others  derived  their  point  from  their 
want  of  application — as  Raging,  Rattling,  Roar- 
ing, Raffish.  But  his  popular  name  was  Rum- 
ty,  which  in  a  moment  of  inspiration  had  been 
bestowed  upon  him  by  a  gentleman  of  convivial 
habits  connected  with  the  drug-market,  as  the 
beginning  of  a  social  chorus,  his  leading  part  in 
the  execution  of  which  had  led  this  gentleman 
to  the  Temple  of  Fame,  and  of  which  the  whole 
expressive  burden  ran  : 

"Rumty  iddity,  row  dow  dow, 
Sing  toodlely,  teedlely,  how  wow  wow." 

Thus  he  was  constantly  addressed,  even  in  minor 
notes  on  business,  as  "Dear  Rumpty ;"  in  answer 
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to  which,  he  .sedately  signed  himself,  "Yours 
truly,  K.  Wilfer." 

He  was  clerk  in  the  drug-house  of  Chicksey, 
Veneering,  and  Stobbles.  Chicksey  and  Stob- 
bles,  his  former  masters,  had  both  become  ab- 
sorbed in  Veneering,  once  their  traveler  or  com- 
mission agent :  who  had  signalized  his  accession 
to  supreme  power  by  bringing  into  the  business 
a  quantity  of  plate-glass  window  and  French- 
polished  mahogany  partition,  and  a  gleaming 
and  enormous  door-plate. 

R.  "Wilfer  locked  up  his  desk  one  evening, 
and,  putting  his  bunch  of  keys  in  his  pocket 
much  as  if  it  were  his  peg-top,  made  for  home. 
His  house  was  in  the  Holloway  region  north  of 
London,  and  then  divided  from  it  by  fields  and 
trees.  Between  Battle  Bridge  and  that  part  of 
the  Holloway  district  in  which  he  dwelt,  was  a 
tract  of  suburban  Sahara,  where  tiles  and  bricks 
were  burnt,  bones  were  boiled,  carpets  were  beat, 
rubbish  was  shot,  dogs  were  fought,  and  dust 
was  heaped  by  contractors.  Skirting  the  border 
of  this  desert,  by  the  way  he  took,  when  the  light 
of  its  kiln-fires  made  lurid  smears  on  the  fog,  R. 
^Yilfer  sighed  and  shook  his  head. 

"Ah  me  !"  said  he,  "what  might  have  been 
is  not  what  is  !" 

With  which  commentary  on  human  life,  indi- 
cating an  experience  of  it  not  exclusively  his 
own,  he  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  end  of 
his  journey. 

Mrs.  -Wilfer  was,  of  course,  a  tall  woman  and 
an  angular.  Her  lord  being  cherubic,  she  was 
necessarily  majestic,  according  to  the  principle 
which  matrimonially  unites  contrasts.  She  was 
much  given  to  tying  up  her  head  in  a  pocket- 
handkerchief,  knotted  under  the  chin.  This 
head-gear,  in  conjunction  with  a  pair  of  gloves 
worn  within  doors,  she  seemed  to  consider  as  at 
once  a  kind  of  armor  against  misfortune  (invari- 
ably assuming  it  when  in  low  spirits  or  difficul- 
ties), and  as  a  species  of  full  dress.  It  was  there- 
fore with  some  sinking  of  the  spirit  that  her  hus- 
band beheld  her  thus  heroically  attired,  putting 
down  her  candle  in  the  little  hall,  and  coming 
down  the  door-steps  through  the  little  front  court 
to  open  the  gate  for  him. 

Something  had  gone  wrong  with  the  house- 
door,  for  R.  Wilfer  stopped  on  the  steps,  staring 
at  it,  and  cried:  "Halloa?" 

"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer,  "the  man  came 
himself  with  a  pair  of  pincers,  and  took  it  off", 
and  took  it  away.  He  said  that  as  he  had  no 
expectation  of  ever  being  paid  for  it,  and  as  he  i 
had  an  order  for  another  Ladies'  School  door-  I 
plate,  it  was  better  (burnished  up)  for  the  inter- 
ests of  all  parties." 

' '  Perhaps  it  was,  my  dear ;  what  do  you 
think  ?" 

"You  are  master  here,  R.  W.,"  returned  his 
wife.  "  It  is  as  you  think;  not  as  I  do.  Per- 
haps it  might  have  been  better  if  the  man  had 
taken  the  door  too  ?" 

"  My  dear,  we  couldn't  have  done  without  the 
door." 


"  Couldn't  we  ?" 

"Why,  my  dear !     Could  we ?" 

"It  is  as  you  think,  R.  W.  ;  not  as  I  do." 
With  those  submissive  words,  the  dutiful  wife 
preceded  him  down  a  few  stairs  to  a  little  base- 
ment front-room,  half  kitchen,  half  parlor,  where 
a  girl  of  about  nineteen,  with  an  excecdinglv 
pretty  figure  and  face  but  with  an  impatient 
and  petulant  expression  both  in  her  face  and  in 
her  shoulders  (wliich  in  her  sex  and  at  her  age 
are  very  expressive  of  discontent),  sat  playing 
draughts  with  a  younger  girl,  who  was  the  youn- 
gest of  the  House  of  Wilfer.  Not  to  encumber 
this  page  by  telling  off  the  Wilfers  in  detail  and 
casting  them  up  in  the  gross,  it  is  enough  for 
the  present  that  the  rest  w^ere  what  is  called 
"out  in  the  world,"  in  various  ways,  and  that 
they  were  Many.  So  many,  that  when  one  of 
his  dutiful  children  called  in  to  see  him,  R.  Wil- 
fer generally  seemed  to  say  to  himself,  after  a 
little  mental  arithmetic,  "  Oh !  here's  another 
of  'em!"  before  adding  aloud,  "How  de  do, 
John,"  or  Susan,  as  the  case  might  be. 

"Well,  Piggy  wiggles,"  said  R.  W.,  "how  de 
do  to-night  ?  What  I  was  thinking  of,  my  dear, " 
to  Mrs.  Wilfer  already  seated  in  a  corner  with 
folded  gloves,  "was,  that  as  we  have  let  our  first 
floor  so  well,  and  as  we  have  now  no  .place  in 
which  you  could  teach  pupils,  even  if  pupils — " 

"  The  milkman  said  he  knew  of  two  young 
ladies  of  the  highest  respectability  who  were  in 
search  of  a  suitable  establishment,  ana  he  took 
a  card,"  interposed  Mrs.  Wilfer,  with  severe  mo- 
notony, as  if  she  were  reading  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment aloud.  "Tell  your  father  whether  it  was 
last  Monday,  Bella." 

"But  we  never  heard  any  more  of  it,  ma," 
said  Bella,  the  elder  girl. 

"In  addition  to  which,  my  dear,"  her  hus- 
band urged,  "if  you  have  no  place  to  put  two 
young  persons  into — " 

"Pardon  me,"  Mrs.  Wilfer  again  interposed  ; 
"they  were  not  young  persons.  Two  young 
ladies  of  the  highest  respectability.  Tell  your 
father,  Bella,  whether  the  milkman  said  so." 

"My  dear,  it  is  the  same  thing." 

"No  it  is  not,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer,  with  the 
same  impressive  monotony.     "Pardon  me!" 

"I  mean,  my  dear,  it  is  the  same  thing  as  to 
space.  As  to  space.  If  you  have  no  space  in 
which  to  put  two  youthful  fellow-creatures,  how- 
ever eminently  res])ectable,  which  I  do  not  doubt, 
where  are  tiiose  youthful  fellow-creatures  to  be 
accommodated  ?  I  carry  it  no  further  than  that. 
And  solely  looking  at  it,"  said  her  husband, 
making  the  stipulation  at  once  in  a  conciliatory, 
complimentary,  and  argumentative  tone — "as  I 
am  sure  you  will  agree,  my  love — from  a  fellow- 
creature  ])oint  of  view,  my  dear." 

"  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,"  returned  Mrs. 
Wilfer,  with  a  meek  renunciatory  action  of  her 
gloves.     "  It  is  as  you  think,  R.  W.  ;  not  as  I  do." 

Here,  the  hufiing  of  Miss  Bella  and  the  loss 
of  threcvof  her  men  at  a  swoo}),  aggravated  by 
the  coronation  of  an  oi)i)oncnt,  led  to  that  young 
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lady's  jerking  the  draught-board  and  pieces  off 
the  table :  which  her  sister  went  down  on  her 
knees  to  pick  up. 

''Poor  Bella!"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer. 

"And  poor  Lavinia,  perhaps,  my  dear?"  sug- 
gested R.  W. 

"Pardon  me,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer,  "no!" 

It  was  one  of  the  worthy  woman's  specialties 
that  she  had  an  amazing  power  of  gratifying 
her  splenetic  or  worldly-minded  humors  by  ex- 
tolling her  own  family :  which  she  thus  proceed- 
ed, in  the  ])resent  case,  to  do. 

"No,  R.  W.  Lavinia  has  not  known  the 
trial  that  Bella  has  known.  The  trial  that  your 
daughter  Bella  has  undergone,  is,  perhaps,  with- 
out a  parallel,  and  has  been  borne,  I  will  say, 
Nobly.  When  you  see  your  daughter  Bella  in 
her  black  dress,  which  she  alone  of  all  the  family 
wears,  and  when  you  remember  the  circum- 
stances which  have  led  to  her  wearing  it,  and 
when  you  know  how  those  circumstances  have 
been  sustained,  then,  R.  W.,  lay  your  head  upon 
your  pillow  and  say,  'Poor  Lavinia!'  " 

Here,  Miss  Lavinia,  from  her  kneeling  situa- 
tion under  the  table,  put  in  that  she  didn't  want 
to  be  "  poored  by  pa,"  or  any  body  else.      # 

"I  am  sure  you  do  not,  my  dear,"  returned 
her  mother,  "for  you  have  a  fine  brave  spirit. 
And  your  sister  Cecilia  has  a  fine  brave  spirit 
of  another  kind,  a  spirit  of  pure  devotion,  a 
beau-ti-ful  spirit !  The  self-sacrifice  of  Cecilia 
reveals  a  pure  and  womanly  character,  very 
seldom  equaled — never  surpassed.  I  have  now 
in  my  pocket  a  letter  from  your  sister  Cecilia, 
received  this  morning — received  three  months 
after  her  marriage,  poor  child! — in  which  she 
tells  me  that  her  husband  must  unexpectedly 
shelter  under  their  roof  his  reduced  aunt.  '  But 
I  will  be  true  to  him,  mamma,'  she  touchingly 
writes,  'I  will  not  leave  him,  I  must  not  forget 
that  he  is  my  husband.  Let  his  aunt  come!' 
If  this  is  not  pathetic,  if  this  is  not  woman's  de- 
votion— !"  The  good  lady  waved  her  gloves  in 
a  sense  of  the  impossibility  of  saying  more,  and 
tied  the  pocket-handkerchief  over  her  head  in  a 
tighter  knot  under  her  chin. 

Bella,  who  was  now  seated  on  the  rug  to  warm 
herself,  with  her  brown  eyes  on  the  fire  and  a 
handful  of  her  brown  curls  in  her  mouth,  laughed 
at  this,  and  then  pouted  and  half  cried. 

"I  am  sure,"  said  she,  "though  you  have  no 
feeling  for  me,  pa,  I  am  one  of  the  most  unfor- 
tunate girls  that  ever  lived.  You  know  how 
poor  we  are"  (it  is  probable  he  did,  having  some 
reason  to  know  it!),  "and  what  a  glimpse  of 
wealth  I  had,  and  how  it  melted  away,  and  how 
I  am  here  in  this  ridiculous  mourning — which  I 
hate ! — a  kind  of  a  widow  who  never  was  mar- 
ried. And  yet  you  don't  feel  for  me. — Yes  you 
do,  yes  you  do." 

This  abrupt  change  was  occasioned  by  her  fa- 
ther's face.  She  stopped  to  pull  him  down  from 
his  chair  in  an  attitude  highly  favorable  to  stran- 
gulation, and  to  give  him  a  kiss  and  a  pat  or 
two  on  the  cheek. 


But  you  ought  to  feel  for  me,  you  know. 


pa. 


"My  dear,  I  do." 

"  Yes,  and  I  say  you  ought  to.  If  they  had 
only  left  me  alone  and  told  me  nothing  about 
it,  it  would  have  mattered  much  less.  But  that 
nasty  Mr.  Lightwood  feels  it  his  duty,  as  he 
says,  to  write  and  tell  me  what  is  in  reserve  for 
me,  and  then  I  am  obliged  to  get  rid  of  George 
Sampson." 

Here,  Lavinia,  rising  to  the  surface  with  the 
last draughtman rescued,  interposed,  "You never 
cared  for  George  Sampson,  Bella." 

"And  did  I  say  I  did,  miss?"  Then,  pout- 
ing again,  with  the  curls  in  her  mouth ;  "  George 
Sampson  was  very  fond  of  me,  and  admired  me 
very  much,  and  put  up  with  every  thing  I  did  to 
him." 

"  You  were  rude  enough  to  him,"  Lavinia 
again  interposed. 

"And  did  I  say  I  wasn't,  miss?  I  am  not 
setting  up  to  be  sentimental  about  George  Samp- 
son. I  only  say  George  Sampson  was  better 
than  nothing." 

"You  didn't  show  him  that  you  thought  even 
that, "  Lavinia  again  interposed. 

.  "l''ou  are  a  chit  and  a  little  idiot,"  returned 
Bella,    "or  you  wouldn't   make   such   a  dolly 
speech.     What  did  you  expect  me  to  do  ?    Wait 
till  you  are  a  woman,  and  don't  talk  about  what 
you  don't  understand.     You  only  show  your  ig- 
norance !"     Then,  whimpering  again,  and  at  in- 
tervals biting  the  curls,  and  stopping  to  look  how 
much  was  bitten   off,  "It's  a  shame!     There 
never  was  such  a  hard  case !     I  shouldn't  care 
so  much  if  it  wasn't  so  ridiculous.     It  was  ridic- 
ulous enough  to  have  a  stranger  coming  over  to 
marry  me,  whether  he  liked  it  or  not.     It  was 
ridiculous  enough  to  know  what  an  embarrass- 
ing meeting  it  would  be,  and  how  we  never  could 
pretend  to  have  an  inclination  of  our  own,  either 
of  us.     It  was   ridiculous   enough   to   know  I 
shouldn't  like  him — how  could  I  like  him,  left  to 
him  in  a  will  like  a  dozen  of  spoons,  with  every 
thing   cut    and  dried  beforehand,  like   orange 
chips.     Talk  of  orange  flowers  indeed!     I  de- 
clare  again   it's  a   shame !      Those    ridiculous 
points  would  have  been  smoothed  away  by  the 
money,  for  I  love  money,  and  want  money — 
want  it  dreadfully.     J  hate  to  be  poor,  and  we 
are  degradingly  poor,  offensively  poor,  misera- 
bly poor,  beastly  poor.     But  here  I  am,  left  with 
all  the  ridiculous  parts  of  the  situation  remain- 
ing,   and,   added   to   them   all,  this   ridiculous 
dress !     And  if  the  truth  was  known,  when  the 
Harmon  murder  was  all  over  the  town,  and  peo- 
ple were  speculating  on  its  being  suicide,  I  dare 
say  those  impudent  wretches  at  the  clubs  and 
places  made  jokes  about  the  miserable  creature's 
having  preferred  a  watery  grave  to   me.     It's 
likely    enough    they    took    such    liberties ;    I 
shouldn't  wonder !     I  declare  it's  a  very  hard 
case  indeed,  and  I  am  a  most  unfortunate  girl. 
The  idea  of  being  a  kind  of  a  widow,  and  never 
having  been  married !     And  the  idea  of  being  as 
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poor  as  ever  after  all,  and  going  into  black,  be- 
sides, for  a  man  I  never  saw,  and  should  have 
hated — as  far  as  he  was  concerned — if  I  had 
seen!" 

The  young  lady's  lamentations  were  checked 
at  this  point  by  a  knuckle,  knocking  at  the  half- 
o])en  door  of  the  room.  The  knuckle  had  knock- 
ed two  or  three  times  already,  but  had  not  been 
heard. 

"Who  is  it?"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer,  in  her  Act- 
of-Parliament  manner.     "  Enter ! " 

A  gentleman  coming  in,  Miss  Bella,  with  a 
short  and  sharp  exclamation,  scrambled  off  the 
hearth-rug  and  massed  the  bitten  curls  together 
in  their  right  place  on  her  neck. 

"The  servant-girl  had  her  key  in  the  door  as 
I  came  up,  and  directed  me  to  this  room,  telling 
me  I  was  expected.  I  am  afraid  I  should  have 
asked  her  to  announce  me." 

"Pardon  me,"  returned  Mrs.  Wilfer.  "Not 
at  all.  Two  of  my  daughters.  R,  W.,  this  is 
the  gentleman  who  has  taken  our  first-floor. 
He  was  so  good  as  to  make  an  appointment  for 
to-night,  when  you  -would  be  at  home." 

A  dark  gentleman.  Thirty  at  the  most.  An 
expressive,  one  might  say  handsome,  face.  A 
very  bad  manner.  In  the  last  degree  constrain- 
ed, reserved,  diffident,  troubled.  His  eyes  were 
on  Miss  Bella  for  an  instant,  and  then  looked  at 
the  ground  as  he  addressed  the  master  of  the 
house. 

"Seeing  that  I  am  quite  satisfied,  Mr.  Wil- 
fer, with  the  rooms,  and  with  their  situation,  and 
with  their  price,  I  suppose  a  memorandum  be- 
tween us  of  two  or  three  lines,  and  a  payment 
down,  will  bind  the  bargain  ?  I  wish  to  send  in 
furniture  without  delay." 

Two  or  three  times  during  this  short  address, 
the  cherub  addressed  had  made  chubby  motions 
towards  a  chair.  The  gentleman  now  took  it, 
laying  a  hesitating  hand  on  a  corner  of  the  ta- 
ble, and  wilh  another  hesitating  hand  lifting  tlie 
crown  of  his  hat  to  his  lips,  and  drawing  it  be- 
fore his  mouth. 

"The  gentleman,  R.  W.,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer, 
"proposes  to  take  our  apartments  by  the  quar- 
ter.    A  quarter's  notice  on  either  side." 

"Shall  I  mention,  Sir,"  insinuated  the  land- 
lord, expecting  it  to  be  received  as  a  matter  of 
course,  "the  form  of  a  reference ?" 

"I  think,"  returned  the  gentleman,  after  a 
pause,  "that  a  reference  is  not  necessary;  nei- 
ther, to  say  the  truth,  is  it  convenient,  for  I  am 
a  stranger  in  London.  I  require  no  reference 
from  you,  and  perhaps,  therefore,  you  will  re- 
(^uire  none  from  mc.  That  will  be  fair  on  both 
sides..  Indeed,  I  show  the  greater  confidence 
of  the  two,  for  I  will  pay  in  advance  whatever 
you  please,  and  I  am  going  to  trust  my  furni- 
ture here.  Whereas,  if  you  were  in  embarrassed 
circumstances — this  is  merely  supposititious — " 

Conscience  causing  M.  Wilfer  to  color,  Mrs. 
Wilfer,  from  a  corner  (she  always  got  into  state- 
ly corners)  came  to  the  rescue  with  a  deep-toned 
"  Per-fectly." 


" — Why  then  I — I  might  lose  it." 
"Well!"    observed    R.    Wilfer,    cheerfully, 
"money  and  goods  are  certainly  the  best  of 
references." 

"Do  you  think  they  are  the  best,  pa?"  asked 
Miss  Bella,  in  a  low  voice,  and  without  looking 
over  her  shoulder  as  she  warmed  her  foot  on  the 
fender. 

"Among  the  best,  my  dear." 
"I  should  have   thought,   myself,  it  was  so 
easy  to  add  the  usual  kind  of  one,"  said  Bella, 
with  a  toss  of  her  curls. 

The  gentleman  listened  to  her,  with  a  face  of 
marked  attention,  though  he  neither  looked  up 
nor  changed  his  attitude.  He  sat,  still  and  si- 
lent, until  his  future  landlord  accepted  his  pro- 
posals, and  brought  writing  materials  to  com- 
plete the  business.  He  sat,  still  and  silent, 
while  the  landlord  wrote. 

When  the  agreement  w^as  ready  in  duplicate 
(the  landlord  having  worked  at  it  like  some 
cherubic  scribe,  in  what  is  conventionally  called  a 
doubtful,  which  means  a  not  at  all  doubtful.  Old 
Master),  it  was  signed  by  the  contracting  par- 
tieSjBella  looking  on  as  scornful  witness.  The 
coriWacting  parties  were  R.  Wilfer,  and  John 
Rokesmith,  Esquire. 

When  it  came  to  Bella's  turn  to  sign  her 
name,  Mr.  Rokesmith,  who  was  standing,  as  he 
had  sat,  with  a  hesitating  hand  upon  the  table, 
looked  at  her  stealthily,  but  narrowly.  He  look- 
ed at  the  pretty  figure  bending  down  over  the 
paper  and  saying,  "Where  am  I  to  go,  pa? 
Here,  in  this  corner?"  He  looked  at  the  beau- 
tiful brown  hair,  shading  the  coquettish  face ; 
he  looked  at  the  free  dash  of  the  signature, 
which  was  a  bold  one  for  a  woman's ;  and  then 
they  looked  at  one  another. 

"Much  obliged  to  you.  Miss  Wilfer." 

"Obliged?" 

"I  have  given  you  so  much  trouble." 

"Signing  my  name?  Yes,  certainly.  But  I 
am  your  landlord's  daughter,  Sir." 

As  there  was  nothing  more  to  do  but  pay 
eight  sovereigns  in  earnest  of  the  bargain,  pock- 
et the  agreement,  a])point  a  time  for  the  arrival 
of  his  furniture  and  himself,  and  go,  Mr.  Roke- 
smith did  that  as  awkwardly  as  it  might  be  done, 
and  was  escorted  by  his  landlord  to  the  outer 
air.  When  R.  Wilfer  returned,  candlestick  in 
hand,  to  the  bosom  of  his  family,  he  found  the 
bosom  agitated*. 

"Pa,"  *^''iid  Bella,  "we  have  got  a  Murderer 
for  a  tenant." 

"  Pa,"  said  Lavinia,  "we  have  got  a  Robber." 

"To  see  him  unable  for  his  life  to  look  any 
body  in  the  face!"  said  Bella.  "There  never 
was  such  an  exhibition." 

"  My  dears,"  said  their  father,  "  he  is  a  difii- 
dent  gentleman,  and  I  should  say  ])articularly 
so  in  the  society  of  girls  of  your  age." 

"Nonsense,  our  age  !"  cried  Bella,  impatient- 
ly.    "What's  that  got  to  do  with  him  ?" 

"Besides,  we  are    not 
which  age?"  demanded  Lavinia. 


of  the   same  age: — 
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"Never  you  mind,  Lavvy,"  retorted  Bella; 
*'you  wait  till  you  are  of  an  age  to  ask  such 
questions.  Pa,  mark  my  words  !  Between  Mr. 
Rokesmith  and  me  there  is  a  natural  anti])athy 
and  a  deep  distrust;  and  something  will  come 
of  it!" 

"My  dear,  and  girls,"  said  the  cherub-patri- 
arch, "between  Mr.  Rokesmith  and  me  there  is 
a  matter  of  eight  sovereigns,  and  something  for 
supper  shall  come  of  it,  if  you'll  agree  upon  the 
article." 

This  was  a  neat  and  happy  turn  to  give  the 
subject,  treats  being  rare  in  the  Wilfer  house- 
hold, where  a  monotonous  appearance  of  Dutch- 
cheese  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  had  been 
rather  frequently  commented  on  by  the  dimpled 
shoulders  of  Miss  Bella.  Indeed,  the  modest 
Dutchman  himself  seemed  conscious  of  his  want 
of  variety,  and  generally  came  before  the  family 
in  a  state  of  apologetic  perspiration.  After  some 
discussion  on  the  relative  merits  of  veal-cutlet, 
sweet-bread,  and  lobster,  a  decision  was  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  veal-cutlet.  Mrs.  Wilfer 
then  solemnly  divested  herself  of  her  handker- 
chief and  gloves,  as  a  preliminary  sacrifice  to 
preparing  the  frying-pan,  and  R.  W.  himself 
went  out  to  purchase  the  viand.  He  soon  re- 
turned, bearing  the  same  in  a  fresh  cabbage- 
leaf,  where  it  coyly  embraced  a  rasher  of  ham. 
Melodious  sounds  were  not  long  in  rising  from 
the  frying-pan  on  the  fire,  or  in  seeming,  as  the 
fire-light  danced  in  the  mellow  halls  of  a  couple 
of  full  bottles  on  the  table,  to  play  appropriate 
dance-music. 

The  cloth  was  laid  by  Lavvy.  .  Bella,  as  the 
acknowledged  ornament  of  the  family,  employed 
both  her  hands  in  giving  her  hair  an  additional 
wave  while  sitting  in  the  easiest  chair,  and  oc- 
casionally threw  in  a  direction  touching  the  sup- 
per: as,  "Very  brown,  ma;"  or,  to  her  sister, 
"Put  the  salt-cellar  straight,  miss,  and  don't  be 
a  dowdy  little  puss." 

Meantime  her  father,  chinking  Mr.  Roke- 
smith's  gold  as  he  sat  expectant  between  his 
knife  and  fork,  remarked  that  six  of  those  sov- 
ereigns came  just  in  time  for  their  landlord,  and 
stood  them  in  a  little  pile  on  the  white  table- 
cloth to  look  at. 

"I  hate  our  landlord  !"  said  Bella. 

But,  observing  a  fall  in  her  father's  face,  she 
went  and  sat  down  by  him  at  the  table,  and  be- 
gan touching  up  his  hair  with  the  handle  of  a 
fork.  It  was  one  of  the  girl's  spoiled  ways  to  be 
always  arranging  the  family's  hair — perhaps  ])e- 
cause  her  own  was  so  pretty,  and  occupied  so 
much  of  her  attention. 

"You  deserve  to  have  a  house  of  your  own ; 
don't  you,  poor  pa?" 

"I  don't  deserve  it  better  than  another,  my 
dear." 

"At  any  rate  I,  for  one,  want  it  more  than 
another,"  said  Bella,  holding  him  by  the  cliin, 
as  she  stuck  his  flaxen  hair  on  end,  "and  I 
grudge  this  money  going  to  the  Monster  that 
swallows  up  so  much,  when  we  all  want — every 


thing.  And  if  you  say  (as  you  want  to  say  ;  I 
know  you  want  to  say  so,  pa)  'that's  neither 
reasonable  nor  honest,  Bella,'  then  I  answer, 
'  May  be  not,  pa — very  likely — but  it's  one  of 
the  consequences  of  being  poor,  and  of  thorough- 
ly hating  and  detesting  to  be  poor,  and  that's  my 
case.'  Now,  you  look  lovely,  pa ;  why  don't 
you  always  wear  your  hair  like  that  ?  And  here's 
the  cutlet !  If  it  isn't  very  brown,  ma,  I  can't 
eat  it,  and  must  have  a  bit  put  back  to  be  done 
expressly." 

However,  as  it  was  brown,  even  to  Bella's 
taste,  the  young  lady  graciously  partook  of  it 
without  reconsignment  to  the  frying-pan,  and 
also,  in  due  course,  of  the  contents  of  the  two 
bottles :  Avhereof  one  held  Scotch  ale  and  the 
other  rum.  The  latter  perfume,  with  the  fos- 
tering aid  of  boiling  water  and  lemon-peel,  dif- 
fused itself  throughout  the  room,  and  became  so 
highly  concentrated  around  the  warm  fireside, 
that  the  wind  passing  over  the  house  roof  must 
have  rushed  oft'  charged  with  a  delicious  whiff" 
of  it,  after  buzzing  like  a  great  bee  at  that  par- 
ticular chimney-pot. 

"Pa,"  said  Bella,  sipping  the  fragrant  mixt- 
ure and  warming  her  favorite  ankle ;  "  when 
old  Mr.  Harmon  made  such  a  fool  of  me  (not  to 
mention  himself,  as  he  is  dead),  what  do  you 
suppose  he  did  it  for?" 

"  Impossible  to  say,  my  dear.  As  I  have  told 
you  times  out  of  number  since  his  will  was 
brought  to  light,  I  doubt  if  I  ever  exchanged  a 
hundred  words  with  the  old  gentleman.  If  it 
was  his  whim  to  surprise  us,  his  whim  succeed- 
ed.    For  he  certainly  did  it." 

"And  I  was  stamping  my  foot  and  screaming, 
when  he  first  took  notice  of  me  ;  was  I  ?"  said 
Bella,  contemplating  the  ankle  before  mentioned. 

"  You  were  stamping  your  little  foot,  my  dear, 
and  screaming  with  your  little  voice,  and  laying 
into  me  with  your  little  bonnet,  which  you  had 
snatched  off"  for  the  purpose,"  returned  her  fa- 
ther, as  if  the  remembrance  gave  a  relish  to  the 
rum  ;  "you  were  doing  this  one  Sunday  morn- 
ing when  I  took  you  out,  because  I  didn't  go 
the  exact  way  you  wanted,  when  the  old  gentle- 
man, sitting  on  a  seat  near,  said,  'That's  a  nice 
girl;  that's  a  very  nice  girl;  a  promising  girl!' 
And  so  you  were,  my  dear." 

"And  then  he  asked  my  name,  did  he,  pa?" 

"Then  he  asked  your  name,  my  dear,  and 
mine  ;  and  on  other  Sunday  mornings,  when  we 
walked  his  way,  we  saw  him  again,  and — and 
really  that's  all." 

As  that  was  all  the  rum  and  water  too,  or,  in 
other  words,  as  R.  W.  delicately  signified  that 
his  glass  was  empty,  by  throwing  back  his  head 
and  standing  the  glass  upside  down  on  his  nose 
and  upper  lip,  it  might  have  been  charitable  in 
Mrs.  Wilfer  to  suggest  re])lenishment.  But  that 
heroine  briefly  suggesting  "  Bedtime"  instead, 
the  bottles  were  put  away,  and  the  family  re- 
tired ;  she  cherubically  escorted,  like  some  se- 
vere saint  in  a  painting,  or  merely  human  mat- 
ron allegorically  treated. 
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l^nd  by  this  time  to-morrow,"  said  Lavinia 
n  the  two  girls  were  alone  in  their  room, 

we  shall  have  Mr.  Rokesmith  here,  and  shall 
be  expecting  to  have  our  throats  cut." 

"You  needn't  stand  between  me  and  the  can- 
dle for  all  that,"  retorted  Bella.  "This  is  an- 
other of  the  consequences  of  being  poor !  The 
idea  of  a  girl  with  a  really  fine  head  of  hair, 
having  to  do  it  by  one  liat  candle  and  a  few 
inches  of  looking-glass!" 

"You  caught  George  Sampson  with  it,  Bella, 
bad  as  your  means  of  dressing  it  are." 

' '  You  low  little  thing.  Caught  George  Samp- 
son with  it !  Don't  talk  about  catching  people, 
miss,  till  your  own  time  for  catching — as  you 
call  it— comes." 


"Perhaps  it  has  come," muttered  Lavvy,  with 
a  toss  of  her  head. 

"What  did  you  say  ?"  asked  Bella,  very  sharp- 
ly.    "  What  did  you  say,  miss  ?" 

Lavvy  declining  equally  to  repeat  or  to  ex- 
plain, Bella  gradually  lapsed  over  her  hair-dress- 
ing into  a  soliloquy  on  the  miseries  of  being 
poor,  as  exemplified  in  having  nothing  to  put 
on,  nothing  to  go  out  in,  nothing  to  dress  by, 
only  a  nasty  box  to  dress  at  instead  of  a  com- 
modious dressing-table,  and  being  obliged  to  take 
in  suspicious  lodgers.  On  the  last  grievance  as 
her  climax  she  laid  great  stress — and  might 
have  laid  greater,  had  she  known  that  if  JNIr. 
Julius  Handford  had  a  twin  brother  upon  earth 
Mr.  John  Rokesmith  was  the  man. 


ONLY  TWELVE  LEFT. 

["The  Committee  on  Revolutionaiy  Pensions  repoi'ted  a  resolution,  tendering  thanks  to  the  surviving  Soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  twelve  in  number,  for  their  services  in  that  war  by  which  our  Independence  was  achieved  and  our 
Liberty  obtained,  and  sincerely  rejoicing  that  their  lives  have  been  protracted  beyond  the  period  usually  allotted  to  man  : 
and  that  they  receive  a  sum  of  money,  as  pensioners,  whicli  shall  help  to  smooth  the  rugged  path  of  life  on  their  jour- 
ney to  the  tomb:  and  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  by  the  Speaker  to  each  Revolutionary  Pensioner: — Unani- 
mously adopted." — Journal  of  Congress^  March  4,  1SG4.] 

Onhj  Twelve  left: — Twelve  worn  and  weary  men, 

With  the  soft  spray  of  age  npon  their  locks, 
In  white  remembrance  of  the  storm-time  when 
To  Freedom's  haven  they  were  outer  rocks. 

Onli)   Twelve  left: — How  short  has  grown  the  roll; 

A  nation  calls  it  with  suspended  breath, 
Lest  from  its  hand  should  pass  the  sacred  scroll, 

To  the  last  calling  of  the  voice  of  death. 

Only   Twelve  left: — The  ranks  are  thin,  and  wide 

Apart  in  the  dim  armies  of  the  past  ; 
Faint  and  afar  they  stand,  who  side  by  side 

Their  steel-clamped  columns  on  the  foeman  cast. 

Only  Twelve  left: — In  the  still  camps  of  death 

The  comrades  of  their  toils  and  triumphs  lie ; 
And  marble  sentries  guard  with  noiseless  breath 

Their  green  encampments  of  eternity. 

Only  Twelve  left: — With  slow  and  feeble  tread 

Yet  for  a  little  time  their  march  they  keep, 
From  the  far  fading  fields  of  doubt  and  dread, 

To  the  near  fortresses  of  rest  and  sleep. 

Only  Twelve  left: — The  sacred  leaves  to  turn  , 

Back  to  the  records  of  unvalued  worth. 
And  fix  young  Freedom's  lineage  at  the  urn 

Of  his  red  baptism,  who  beheld  his  birth. 

Only  Twelve  loft: — The  golden-fruited  years 

Have  dropped  unheeded  bounty  on  the  sod, 
While  a  proud  nation's  feet  'mid  wrongs  and  tears 

Have  turned  to  paths  these  heroes  never  trod. 
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"  "1/T"ADGE,  you  are  an  angel!" 


"Oh,   Peter!"   exclaimed   the  angel, 
blushing  like  the  rosy  dawn. 

It  was  summer-time.  The  two  were  sitting 
in  a  honey-suckle-scented  arbor,  out  of  which 
they  walked,  engaged  to  be  married. 

How  can  I  help  it  if  my  hero's  name  is  Peter  ? 
I  don't  invent  like  other  story-tellers  ;  and  this 
is  an  owre  true  tale. 

Next  day  when  Master  Peter  Brooks,  sumpt- 
uously attired  for  the  occasion,  asked  Mr.  Bol- 
ton, with  whom  he  was  a  great  favorite,  for  the 
hand  of  his  daughter,  that  old  gentleman  refused 
him  plump. 

It  was  a  most  touching  condition  of  things. 
Two  despairing  lovers,  a  cruel  step-mother,  and 
a  hard-hearted  father,  all  en  regie. 

"Very  well,  my  dear,"  the  step-mother  had 
observed  to  her  husband  the  night  previous — 
"very  well.  You  have  permitted  that  boy,  not 
yet  out  of  college  and  not  worth  a  cent,  to  come 
here,  day  after  day,  hanging  round  Madge,  the 
consequence  of  which  is  that  he  and  she  walk 
in  from  the  bower  last  evening  all  joy  and 
blushes,  evidently  having  exchanged  mutual 
vows  of  everlasting  love." 

"  Bless  my  soul !  you  don't  say  so !" 

"Yes,  I  do.  They  are  two  children,  and  don't 
know  any  better :  at  least  Madge  don't.  As  to 
that  Brooks  boy,  you  know  he  has  only  the 
eight  hundred  dollars  which  his  grandfather  left 
him,  unless  his  uncle  chooses  to  give  him  some- 
thing— a  very  brilliant  alliance  for  your  heiress. 
Come  to  think  of  it,  I  dare  say  he  does  not  love 
her ;  he  is  after  your  money." 

"After  my  money!"  A  dart  of  indignation 
flamed  out  of  the  good  man's  eyes.  "Not  love 
my  precious  little  girl !  What  if  she  loves  him, 
and  breaks  her  heart  about  him  !" 

"Break  her  heart!  she  won't  break  her  little 
finger.  She  will  sob  and  cry,  lament  and  sigh 
for  six  hours,  and  forget  all  about  him  in  six 
days." 

And  thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  next  day 
Peter  was  received  with  tremendous  stiffness, 
his  hand  and  heart  pooli-pooh'd,  and  his  hand- 
some person  shown  the  door. 

I  shall  not  harrow  up  my  reader's  sensitive 
feelings  with  an  account  of  the  unspeakable  an- 
guish which  the  lovers  endured  for  some  days 
after  this,  because  worse  is  coming.  We  will 
hasten  on  to  the  miserably  blissful  day,  late  in 
August,  when  Madge  ran  away  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  per  railroad,  with  a  carpet-bag  and 
Peter.  They  arrived  in  the  dusk  of  evening 
and  made  instant  search  for  a  clergyman.  They 
found  one  who  united  them  in  five  minutes,  and 
wrote  a  certificate  in  two  more ;  and  beliold 
"man  and  wife"  walked  forth  in  the  sweet 
moonlit  night,  Peter  strutting  like  a  warlike 
bantam  in  his  pride  and  happiness. 

Love's  young  dream.  For  six  weeks  it  was 
like  a  story  out  of  an  Annual.     The  regulation 


penitential  letter  had  been  written  to  the  ob- 
durate parents,  and  the  regulation  no  answer 
had  been  returned ;  for  Mrs.  Bolton  took  pre- 
cious good  care  to  have  an  unfailing  snj)ply  of 
caustic  on  the  end  of  her  tongue,  which  kept  Mr. 
Bolton's  rage  up  to  burning  heat. 

Peter  had  engaged  apartments  in  the  Byron 
House,  Fifth  Avenue  —  not  too  expensive,  you 
know,  for  we  are  going  to  be  very  economical 
as  the  ensuing  conversation  will  show,  whith 
took  ])lace  a  week  after  the  marriage.  The  two 
had  written  letters  again — he  to  his  uncle  and 
guardian,  for  Peter  was  an  orphan  ;  and  Madge 
to  her  father,  giving  their  present  address. 

They  were  eating  dinner — soup,  a  partridge, 
macaroni,  salad,  and  meringues  glace — all  per- 
fectly plain,  and  of  course  cheap. 

"All!"  cried  Peter,  laying  down  hfs  knife 
and  fork  to  rub  his  hands  gleefully,  "ah  !  isn't 
it  gorgeous !  a  cozy  little  parlor,  a  capital  little 
dinner,  and  a  lovely  little  wife.  I  would  not 
change  with  the  king  on  his  throne." 

"Nor  I! — we  shall  get  along  so  beautifully. 
We  must  be  very  practical,  you  know.  Now, 
let's  calculate  expenses.  How  much  did  your 
grandpapa  leave  you  ?"' 

"Eight  hundred  dollars." 

"  Eight  —  hundred  —  dollars  !  Goodness  ! 
what  an  enormous  sura !  why  papa  never  gave 
me  more  than  twenty  dollars  at  a  time.  Now 
let's  count ;"  and  slie  took  a  tiny  gold  pencil  out 
of  her  pocket,  and  a  scrap  of  paper  from  a  little 
table.      "How  much  do  we  pay  here?" 

"Fifty  dollars  a  week  —  that's  rent,  you 
know." 

"Yes,  fifty  dollars;  four  weeks  one  month; 
four  times  fifty,  two  hundred.  Well,  rooms  two 
hundred  dollars  a  month.  There,  I've  got  that 
down.     Now  what  else,  Peter?" 

"Meals." 

"  Oh  yes,  meals.  They  will  cost  hardly  any 
thing,  we  eat  so  little.  I  only  want  chicken, 
and  meringue,  and  such  things." 

"Say  fifty  dollars  a  month." 

"Yes.  Oh  how  nicely  we  are  getting  on! 
Then  my  dress.  Let  me  see — I  saw  mamma's 
bill  at  Stewart's  last  year.  It  was  twenty-two 
hundred  dollars.  But,  bless  your  dear  heart,  I 
sha'n't  spend  a  cent  hardly;  say  fifty  dollars  a 
month  for  me ;  and  another  for  you.  You  don't 
have  to  give  moi-e  than  fifty  dollars  for  a  pair  of 
pantaloons,  do  you  ?" 

"No,  you  little  goose!  not  half  of  fifty.  My 
uncle  did  not  allow  me  as  much  a  month  for  my 
whole  wardrobe." 

"  Well,  then,  that  will  do  splendidly.  And 
we  must  have  some  nice  books." 

"And  go  to  the  opera  sometimes." 

"  And  have  a  carriage  to  make  visits." 

"  And  a  good  cigar  or  two.  George  !  what  a 
long  column  !"  ejaculated  Peter,  stoj)ping  short. 
"  I  tiiink  we  had  better  count  up."  He  made  a 
hasty  calculation,  and  the  result  stood  as  follows: 
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Rent  of  room $200^* 

Meals 50 

Dress  (Madge) 50 

Dress  (Peter) 50 

Opera 20 

Books 20 

Carriage 20 

Cigars 10 

$420 

Madge  looked  perfectly  blank  at  the  sum 
total,  and  could  not  help  a  little  tremble  in  her 
voice  as  she  said — "But  you  know, dear,  we  can 
not  do  without  these  things,  can  we?" 

"No,  darling,  though  it  makes  my  grandfa- 
ther's bequest  melt  away  like  snow  under  the  sun." 

At  this  moment  a  servant  entered  and  said, 
some  trunks  and  a  small  parcel  had  come  for 
Mrs.  Brooks. 

"For  Mrs.  Brooks ?"  repeated  Peter ;  "send 
them  up." 

Two  large  trunks  were  brought  into  the  room, 
and  a  package  handed  to  Madge. 

"  Why  liow  heaA'y  it  is  !  What  can  it  be — a 
bracelet  ?  Yes,  it  feels  like  one,  and  from  dear 
papa !  He  has  forgiven  us !  he  has  forgiven  us ! " 
and  she  gave  a  little  skip  and  crow  of  joy. 

Her  color  went  and  came,  and  she  held  the 
packet  still  sealed,  a  vague  dread  creeping 
through  her  joy. 

"Open  it,  darling,"  said  her  husband. 

Madge  did  so  with  trembling  fingers,  and 
took  out  the  keys  of  her  trunks  and  her  last  let- 
ter unopened. 

The  reaction  and  disappointment  were  so  bitter 
tliaji.  she  burst  into  tears  just  as  the  servant  had 
knocked,  entered,  and  had  handed  a  letter  to 
Peter. 

"Never  mind,  darling,"  he  said,  kissing  her 
tenderly.  "  It  is  all  the  doings  of  that  horrid  old 
step-mother.  Hallo !  here  is  a  letter  from  my 
uncle  ;  he  couldn't  hold  out  any  longer.  I  told 
you  he  was  a  regular  brick ;  we're  all  right, 
never  you  fear." 

He  broke  the  seal.  Inclosed  was  his  own 
appeal  unopened,  and  a  short  pithy  note  from 
his  uncle,  stating  that  as  his  hopeful  nephew 
had  chosen  to  go  and  make  a  donkey  of  himself 
before  he  was  twenty  years  old,  he  might  run 
through  his  little  property  as  fast  as  he  pleased, 
and  break  his  wife's  heart  in  the  bargain ;  but 
he  was  not  to  expect  any  assistance  by  word  or 
deed  from,  etc.,  etc. 

"What  a  thundering  old  flint!"  ejaculated 
Peter.     ' '  What  a  deuce  of  a  fix ! " 

' '  Deuce  of  a  fix  ?  There's  the  eight  hundred 
dollars  dear,  and  we  will  be  so  very,  very  eco- 
nomical. I'll  go  and  unpack  my  trunks  ;  per- 
haps papa  has  put  some  money  in  them. 

yhe  ran  into  the  next  room,  radiant  with  this 
hope,  just  as  the  servant  entered  and  handed  an 
open  envelope  to  Peter. 

It  was  a  bill,  and  read  thus : 

BvBON  House,  August  31,  1863. 

To  rent  of  rooms  No.  —  and  No ,  one  week $50 

Meals  in  private  parlor  and  attendance     *•'■      ....    85 

Gas,  one  week 2 

BundrieH,  one  week 10 

$l)T 
•  They  ignored  the  odd  days  in  eleven  of  the  months. 


"Whew!  George!  Jupiter! — here  goes 
nearly  a  hundred  dollars  for  one  week's  board !" 
exclaimed  Peter,  the  picture  of  dismay.  "I 
had  no  idea  it  cost  such  a  prodigious  amount  to 
live !  How  could  we  eat  up  thirty-five  dollars 
in  one  week !  We  must  be  two  regular  ogres ! 
Thunder,  this  is  a  fix  and  no  mistake." 

"  My  darling  Peter,  what  are  you  saying  all 
those  dreadful  words  about  ?  What  is  the  mat- 
ter ?"  cried  Madge,  running  in  from  her  trunks. 
"What  has  happened  to  give  you  such  a  terri- 
ble long  face  ?"  and  she  put  up  her  mouth  for  a 
kiss. 

"  Only  a  cap  sheaf,"  answered  Peter,  giving 
the  kiss.  "  Our  letters  are  sent  back,  and  here 
is  a  bill  for  nearly  a  hundred  dollars  for  one 
week's  board." 

"One  hundred  dollars?  It's  perfectly  mon- 
strous !  Let's  go  somewhere  else,  dear ;  the 
Saint  Romnald  or  the  Coleridge.  I'm  sure  they 
can't  charge  such  wicked  prices !  We  boarded 
at  the  Coleridge  last  winter.  I  don't  know  what 
papa  paid,  but  we  had  a  great  big  parlor  with 
the  loveliest  curtains,  and  such  a  splendid  man- 
tle glass,  and  a  perfectly  elegant  Wilton  carpet ; 
and  I  remember  papa  said  the  charge  was  very 
reasonable,  considering." 

"Was  it,  darling?  Then  we  will  go  and 
try." 

They  set  off  in  high  glee  to  get  cheaper  ac- 
commodations at  Saint  Romnald  Hotel,  but 
found  upon  inquiry,  to  their  unspeakable  aston- 
ishment, that  the  same  style  of  rooms  would  cost 
them  just  double. 

This  wouldn't  do  ;  the  Coleridge  was  very  lit- 
tle better ;  and  our  two  children  went  back  to 
the  Byron,  not  knowing  where  else  to  go,  and 
staid  five  weeks  longer,  to  the  tune  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  more,  counting  incidental  expenses; 
and  then  there  was  just  two  hundred  left  in  the 
bank. 

They  had  had  such  a.  delightful  time !  Peter, 
still  all  lover,  could  not  resist  bringing  home, 
once  in  a  while,  a  basket  of  fragrant  flowers  to 
his  darling,  in  whose  lap  he  would  gladly  have 
poured  all  Tiffany's  treasures.  They  had  given 
tAvo  little  recherche  dinners  to  friends  of  Peter's 
who  had  happened  in  town,  and  his  friends  had 
slapped  him  on  the  back  and  volubly  envied  him 
the  possession  of  such  an  angel ;  and  he  loved 
her,  if  possible,  a  thousand  times  more  than  ever. 

But  now  another  guest  came :  a  scarcely- 
defined  shadow  of  Care  began  to  sit  at  the  table 
unbidden. 

It  was  now  the  1st  of  October.  People  were 
beginning  to  come  into  the  city  for  winter-quar- 
ters. The  ])roi)rietor  of  the  hotel  wished  Peter 
to  engage  the  rooms  he  occupied,  at  least  until 
January — just  such  rooms,  he  said,  were  want- 
ed "by  the  acre."  It  was  plain  that  they  must 
leave. 

*In  the  evening  after  this,  as  the  poor  boy 
looked  at  the  beautiful,  unconscious  face  of  his 
wife,  and  thought  how  much  curtains,  chickens, 
and  other  bare  necessaries  cost,  aud  how  very  lit- 
tle money  was  left,  and  how  soon  they  might  come 
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to  utter  destitution,  he  suddenly  groaned  aloud 
and  wrung  his  hands. 

"  Darling,  what  is  the  matter?"  cried  Madge, 
running  to  him  and  kissing  him.  "Peter,  what 
made  you  utter  that  dreadful  groan  ?" 

"We  are  beggars!"  moaned  Peter. 

"What?  You  don't  mean  it!  Can't  we 
get  some  more  money  somewhere  ?" 

"Yes;  we  can  beg,  borrow,  or  steal." 

"Oh,  Peter!" — and  the  little  hands  went  up 
in  dismay  ;  two  piteous  eyes  became  dim  with 
big  tears  ; — then  a  soft  arm  went  curling  round 
his  neck.  "We  have  each  other,  darling!" 
said  her  loving,  pleading  voice.  "  We  can  work. 
I  know  how  to  crochet  very  well,  and  you  write 
such  heavenly  poetry !  I'm  sure  somebody  will 
give  you  loads  of  money  for  it.  Just  think  of 
that  sweet  thing  you  wrote  about  me !  I'll  tell 
you  what,"  she  continued,  suddenly  brightening 
up,  "  let's  go  to  housekeeping! — not  in  a  whole 
house,  you  know,  but  in  two  rooms,  like  Mrs. 
Jones,  mamma's  seamstress,  did  when  she  mar- 
ried the  carpenter.  That  will  be  the  very  thing! 
I'll  go  to  market,  and  cook.  I  know  how  to  stir 
a  pudding — I  did  it  once  for  fun !  Yes,  I  am 
certain  I  shall  be  a  capital  poor  man's  wife,  and 
we  shall  get  on  famously.  What  fun  !  Will 
you,  dear  ?" 

Good  little  wife !  precious  little  soul !  sly  lit- 
tle woman !  cheating  him  out  of  his  heart-ache 
to  hide  it  with  her  own.  Oh,  what  an  artful 
witch  every  good  wife  must  learn  to  be !  And 
so  this  extra-designing  one  got  her  husband  to 
do  her  bidding  with  tolerable  philosophy  ;  for  in 
two  days  the  last  hotel  bill  was  paid,  and  our 
young  couple  settled  in  three  small,  plainly-fur- 
nished rooms,  in  the  third  story  of  a  shabby 
house  in  a  retired  street — where,  with  a  little 
cooking-stove,  a  large  cookery-book,  just  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  undiminished  af- 
fection for  each  other,  they  began  this  new  phase 
of  their  married  life. 

Peter  went  vaguely  about  in  search  of  employ- 
ment, and  Madge  did  the  marketing.  Such  fun 
as  it  Avas !  The  first  day  she  sallied  forth  with 
a  small  basket  on  her  arm — bought  a  chicken, 
which  she  put  in  her  basket ;  then  went  to  a 
grocery-store  which  the  butcher  had  recommend- 
ed, and  asked  for  butter.  She  must  taste  it,  of 
course,  for  Peter  was  very  particular  indeed 
about  butter — so  she  told  the  grocer. 

"Yes,  mum,"  he  said,  "I  keeps  the  primest 
butter  in  market ;  and  this  is  only  thirty-eight 
cents." 

"Thirty-eight  cents,  is  it?  Well,  it  is  ex- 
cellent!    You  may  send  it  home." 

"  Send  the  tub,  mum  ?" 

Madge  thought  an  instant,  and  decided  that, 
as  he  was  so  kind  as  to  offer,  the  tub  might  be  a 
good  thing  to  have  in  the  house  ;  so  she  said, 

"Oh,  thank  you!  yes — send  the  tub,  if  you 
please  ;  and  I  want  some  macaroni — Peter  is  so 
fond  of  it." 

"Yes,  mum.     How  much,  mum?" 

"  How  much  do  you  usually  sell  to  private 
families  ?" 


"The  genteelerest  customers  allays  takes  a 
box,  mum."      *" 

"  Oh,  do  they  ?  Well,  send  it.  If  there  is 
too  much  for  once,  you  know — will  it  keep?" 

"Lor'  bless  you,  mum!  keep  a  year,"  said 
the  grocer,  shaking  with  inward  laughter. 

"Well,  then,  send  the  butter  and  macaroni 
with  the  bill;"  and  she  gave  her  address,  and 
went  joyfully  home. 

She  busied  herself  making  the  little  rooms  look 
as  inviting  as  she  could ;  and  just  before  Peter 
came  home  she  had  popped  her  chicken  in  the 
oven  attached  to  the  cooking-stove,  and  was 
clai)ping  her  tiny  hands,  and  laughing,  and  de- 
claring to  herself  that,  "after  all,  lace  curtains 
and  Wilton  carpets  were  no  great  things." 

When  Peter  came  in  he  was  followed  up  the 
stairs  and  into  the  room  by  a  man  with  a  large, 
heavy  tub  on  his  shoulder.  He  set  this  down, 
went  out,  and  returned  with  a  box  about  two 
feet  square,  marked  "Macaroni."  This  he  also 
set  down,  and  taking  a  bill  out  of  his  hat  hand- 
ed it  to  Peter. 

"What  the  deuce  is  this?"  he  cried:  "40 
pounds  of  butter,  at  38  cents  a  pound,  $15  20 ; 
and  30  pounds  of  macaroni,  at  20  cents  a  pound, 
$6  00  !      Who  told  you  to  bring  this  here  ?" 

"Fifteen  dollars  for  butter!"  exclaimed 
Madge.  "Why,  the  dreadful  man  told  me  it 
was  only  thirty-eight  cents,  and  I  didn't  think 
there  was  more  than  two  or  three  pounds." 

"Forty  pounds,  ma'am,  in  the  tub;  forty  times 
thirty-eight,  fifteen  twenty;  all  right,  yon  see," 
said  the  man. 

"Oh,  Peter,  what  shall  I  do?"  sobbed  the 
poor  child.  "I  was  going  to  have  every  thing 
so  nice;  and  there  is  such  a  lovely  chicken  cook- 
ing in  the  oven!" 

"  Never  mind,  darling ;  we  must  pay  for  these 
things,  I  suppose ;  they  will  last  the  rest  of  our 
lives  ;  and  we  will  have  the  chicken,  if  it  is  done, 
for  I  am  as  hungry  as  a  hawk." 

The  bill  was  paid,  and  Madge  dried  her  tears. 
Peter  and  she  set  the  table  together,  and  were 
soon  screaming  with  laughter  over  their  own 
awkwardness,  a^  man  and  maid  of  all  work.  A 
loaf  of  bread  was  placed  on  one  corner,  and  some 
of  the  butter  on  another.  Then  the  chicken  was 
taken  out  of  the  oven.  It  was  brown  enough, 
for  one  thing ;  and  Peter,  thrusting  his  fork  on 
either  side  of  the  breast-bone,  pre])ared  to  cut  it. 
It  was  a  momentous  crisis.  Madge's  eyes  grew 
wide  with  expectant  pride  and  happiness  in  the 
success  of  tliis  her  first  step  in  the  majescic  sci- 
ence of  cooking.  The  knife  fell,  and  rattle, 
rattle,  rattle,  like  small  shot,  went  about  half  a 
pint  of  corn  all  over  the  dish  ! 

Madge  grew  ghastly  pale  :  nothing  of  this 
kind  was  ever  in  the  chickens  at  her  papa's  table. 
What  sort  of  strange  monster  was  it  ? 

Peter  gave  one  cut  more,  dropped  his  knife 
and  fork,  and  fell  back  in  his  chair,  the  image 
of  consternation  and  despair.  Suddenly  he  dart- 
ed up,  clapped  his  hands,  and  tore  round  the 
room,  screaming  with  laughter.  "Oh,  oh,  hold 
me !"  he  cried.      "I  shall  burst.      She  forgot  to 
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take  the  insides  out — the  dear  little  innocent 
kitten  !  She  has  cooked  insides,  croj),  and  all. 
Ha  !   ha  !      Oh,  what  a  brute  I  am  I" 

With  this  sudden  change  of  tune  he  ran  to 
his  wife,  who  sat,  white  and  miserable,  staring 
through  fast-dropjjing  tears  at  the  unfortunate 
chicken.  If  she  had  bought  it  with  the  feathers 
on,  it  would  have  gone  into  the  oven  all  the 
same,  with  undoubting  faith  that  it  would  come 
out  ready  for  the  table  ;  and  now  to  be  so  laugh- 
ed at,  and  to  deserve  it! — she  was  ready  to  die 
with  distress. 

But  after  a  while  her  husband  comforted  her 
with  the  axiom  that  accidents  would  occur  in 
the  best-regulated  families ;  and  then  he  went 
out  and  bought  some  oysters,  and  they  had  a 
nice  time  after  all.  Poor  things !  they  were 
devoted  to  each  other.  Grim,  gaunt  Poverty 
had  not  jilanted  herself  quite  yet  on  their  hearth- 
stone, and  Love  bravely  held  his  own. 

But  the  time  did  come.  In  vain  had  Peter 
tried  to  sell  his.  poetry,  and  his  wife's  crochet- 
work  :  the  newspapers  and  fancy  stores  declined 
speculating  in  amateur  performances.  Then 
the  poor  fellow,  unknown  to  his  wife,  had  an- 
swered two  advertisements,  one  of  which  direct- 
ed the  anxious  inquirer  to  send  four  postage- 
stam])S,  and  receive  in  return  an  inftillible  re- 
ceipt for  making  a  fortune — no  capital  required. 
Peter  got  liberal  directions  how  to  make  icajfies : 
pouring  the  mixture  out  of  an  oil-feeder,  cook- 
ing, and  afterward  carrying  them  round  for  sale, 
kept  hat  on  a  portable  stove.  The  other  proved 
to  be  an  invitation,  if  he  was  "small  and  spry," 
to  join  a  negro-minstrel  band,  in  the  capacity 
of  female-dancer. 

It  was  now  November,  and  Mr.  Bolton  had 
come  to  the  city  with  his  wife.  Madam  had 
kept  the  wliip  hand  over  him  in  splendid  style ; 
for  he  had  not  dared  to  write  to  his  little  Madge, 
and  forgive  her,  as  he  longed  to  do. 

"  Wait  a  wliile,"  said  the  superior  poAver. 
"Master  Brooks's  money  will  certainly  last  six 
months.  After  that,  when  it  is  gone,  and  they 
have  felt  the  consequences  of  thrfir  disobedience, 
it  will  be  time  enough  for  forgiveness." 

And  so  the  poor  old  man,  with  his  gray  hair 
a  shade  whiter,  and  one  or  two  additional  fur- 
rows in  his  kind,  weak  face,  put  his  imnds  in  his 
])ockets,  and  went  brooding  uj)  and  down  the 
house  like  a  heavy  old  ghost. 

He  took  rooms  at  the  Coleridge,  and  the  very 
next  day  went  wandering,  in  an  anxious,  stu])id 
way,  all  round  the  sidewalks  of  the  Byron  House, 
staring  \\\)  at  the  windows,  hoping  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  sweet  face  he  loved  so  dearly. 
Not  succeeding,  he  took  courage,  buttoned  up 
his  coat  tight,  and  gave  a  desperate  ring  at  the 
bell. 

"What?  gf)ne  away?"  he  echoed  after  the 
servant.      "Gone  where?" 

"Don't  know,  Sir." 

"  Don't  know,  you  scoundrel !  You  do  know. 
Tell  me.  instantly,  instantly,  yon  rascal  I" 

"You  better  ask  at  the  ollice."  said  tlie  man. 


The  Office  did  not  know  either.  They  had 
been  gone  since  the  1st  of  October;  and  the 
poor  old  chaj)  went  home  with  a  big  lump  behind 
his  left  vest  pocket,  and.  a  smaller  one  in  his 
throat,  which  would  not  go  away. 

Some  weeks  after  this  Mr.  Bolton  heard  a  lady 
who  sat  next  him  at  dinner  telling  her  neighbor 
on  the  other  side  of  such  an  interesting  young 
person,  who  had  applied  at  their  Society  for  work. 
"  She  could  bring  no  references,"  the  lady  con- 
tinued ;  "  but  her  sweet  face  and  modest,  trem- 
bling manner  moved  my  pity,  and  I  gave  her 
some  coarse  sewing.  She  brought  it  lack  this 
morning,  spotted  here  and  there  with  tiny  red 
dots  of  blood,  which  had  come  from  her  poor 
little  pricked  fingers.  She  is  evidently  not  used 
to  needle-work,  for  the  stitches  are  seven  ways 
for  Sunday,  and  by  no  means  presentable ;  but 
I  gave  the  poor  thing  more  w^ork,  and  shall  un- 
pick some  of  the  first  and  sew  it  properly.  She 
refused  to  tell  me  where  she  lived ;  but  I  am 
certain  there  are  some  romantic  or  sad  circum- 
stances attached  to  her  present  destitution." 

Mr.  Bolton  listened  with  his  lips  apart  and  a 
blanched  face.  He  began  counting  on  his  fin- 
gers,"  September,  October,  November :  not  quite 
three  months.  No,  no,"  he  thought,  ' '  it  can  not 
be  my  darling !  God  forbid  it !  My  v/ife  said, 
his  money  would  last  six  months." 

That  same  evening  he  met  the  lady  in  the 
hall.  "Madam,"  he  said,  his  voice  trembling, 
"  I  heard  you  telling  at  the  dinner- table  to-day 
about  a  poor  young  creature  who  was  trying  to 
earn  bread.  Give  her  this,  and  God  bless  you  I" 
He  put  a  fifty-dollar  note  in  her  hand,  and  al- 
most ran  away.  The  lady  looked  extremely 
astonished,  then  extremely  thankful;  for  she  had 
taken  a  singular  interest  in  this  case. 

But  it  ivas  Madge  who  had  come  to  this  piti- 
ful pass  !  Day  after  day  had  her  husband  rush- 
ed desperately  out,  determined  to  saw  wood  if  he 
could  do  no  better,  while  the  weeping  little  wife 
sat  alone  brooding  and  brooding,  thinking  how 
to  be  beforehand  with  utter  destitution.  They 
owed  fof  rent,  and  starvation  with  giant  strides 
was  close  at  hand. 

Then  she  bethought  herself  of  ajjplying  to 
her  landlady.  She  seemed  kind-hearted  in  her 
rough  way,  and  the  hapless  girl  went  down, 
timidly  knocked  at  her  door,  and,  when  bidden 
to  enter,  told  her  wishes. 

"  Can  you  do  braiding  on  merino  ?  I  can  git 
you  lots  of  that." 

"Not  well,  I  am  afraid,"  answered  IVIadge, 
sadly.  "I  would  rather  try  some  very  i)lain 
sewing." 

"Why,  can't  you  do  fijio  sewing?"  said  the 
woman,  with  a  shade  of  contemj)t  in  her  voice. 
"I'll  pit  my  Jane  agin  any  sewing-machine  in 
the  world  for  nice  even  stitches.  If  you  can't 
sew  well  why  don't  you  get  a  machine  ?  You 
can't  help  making  nice  work  with  that." 

She  might  as  well  have  asked  why  she  didn't 
leave  this  sorrowful  world  and  fly  up  to  tiie 
moon  on  a  broomstick.  Madge  simi)ly  said  she 
could  not  buy  a  sewing-uuichine  ;  whereui)on  the 
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good  soul  twisted  her  brows,  and  bit  her  thumb, 
and  having  thus  refreshed  her  memory,  said  : 
"  Well,  I  believe  the  ladies  in  Transfiguration 
Church  gives  out  work  to  poor  folks.  You  might 
try  there,  and  to-day  is  the  day." 

Poor  little  Madge  thanked  her;  and  lest  her 
courage  should  fail,  hurried  on  her  bonnet  and 
shawl  and  almost  ran  to  the  church,  with  what 
success  you  have  already  learned. 

Meanwhile  Peter  had  got  copying  to  do^for  a 
lawyer;  and  thus  the  two  'barely  managed  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  More  they  could 
not  do,  except  to  love  one  another;  and  this 
love  melted,  like  electricity,  the  iron  chains  of 
despair  as  fast  as  the  cruel  links  were  forged, 
and  kept  their  hearts  from  breaking. 

They  began  to  look  gaunt  and  hungry.  They 
were  wretchedly  shabby  in  their  dress,  for  the 
best  of  their  wardrobe  had  gone,  long  since,  to 
the  pawnbroker's.  Yes,  they  had  learned  the 
way  to  that  dreadful  tomb,  where,  laid  away  like 
corpses,  were  myriad  tokens  of  better  days,  and 
with  them  unutterable  anguish. 

But  they  loved  each  other ;  and  in  their  wild- 
est misery  they  learned  to  trust  in  God  ;  they 
learned  to  kneel  together  and  pray  to  him  at 
sunrising  and  nightfall,  and  were  thus  nerved 
to  endure  the  daily  presence  of  the  sword  which 
hung  over  their  heads,  not  knowing  when  its 
bare  and  glittering  blade  would  fall. 

One  day  when  Madge  took  back  her  work  she 
looked  so  unusually  Avan,  almost  wild,  that  her 
kind  friend,  with  delicate  questioning,  begged 
once  more  to  know  her  history.  It  was  the  first 
time  the  Society  haa  met  after  Mr.  Bolton  had 
given  the  fifty-dollar  note,  and  Mrs.  Easton  was 
anxious  to  bestow  it  immediately  ;  but  at  the 
first  inquiry  Madge's  trembling  lips  closed,  after 
one  little  deep  sob,  and  she  froze  into  a  white 
statue. 

Then  Mrs.  Easton  tried  pretended  harshness, 
''Your  sewing  is  very  badly  done,  Mrs.  King" 
(she  had  given  this  name)  ;  "  it  is  always  spotted 
with  blood.  I  can  help  you,  perhaps,  in  a  bet- 
ter way.      I  can  assist  you  with  money,  and — " 

"Madame!"  Up  the  blood  rushed  to  her 
face,  forth  flashed  a  dart  from  her  eyes,  and 
trembling  all  over,  she  cried:  "I  do  not  want 
your  money  !  I  want  work  !"  Then  nature  re- 
senting the  fierce  struggle  with  her  pride  gaA^e 
way  suddenly,  and  she  sank  down,  fainting,  on 
the  floor,  one  hand  pressed  against  her  crushed 
and  bleeding  heart,  which  that  off'ar  of  money 
had  torn  like  a  barbed  arrow. 

Mrs.  Easton  hastened  to  call  assistance  and 
unloose  the  dress  of  the  poor  little  creature. 
After  a  while  a  faint  color  came  creeping  back 
to  her  lips,  and  she  made  a  feeble  attempt  to 
rise.  But  she  was  powerless,  and  she  lay  there 
fearing,  hoping,  that  she  should  die  ;  uttering 
half  unconscious  farewells  to  her  husband,  who 
would  go  back  to  his  uncle  and  be  forgiven. 
She  was  quite  broken  down  ;  and  so  her  friend 
and  another  lady  putting  their  arms  tenderly 
round  her  raised  her  to  her  feet,  and  assisted  ' 
her  into  Mrs.  Easton's  own  carriage  at  the  door;  I 


and  Madge  was  forced  to  whisper  her  address, 
and  glad  to  lie  with  her  head  on  the  other's  kind 
breast  until  they  arrived  at  her  poor  home. 

Then,  when  she  had  been  gently  laid  upon 
her  own  bed,  and  Mrs.  Easton  had  smoothed 
back  her  hair,  and  kissed  her,  Madge  opened  her 
heart,  and,  with  stormy,  scalding  tears,  told  all 
her  story,  except  her  name. 

"Sixteen  and  nineteen!  two  mere  children, 
and  struggling  for  bread  !"  murmured  Mrs.  Eas- 
ton. ' '  Something  must  be  done,  and  instantly. " 
She  looked  round  the  room.  It  was  as  neat  as 
hands  could  make  it,  but  cold,  dreary,  for  the 
small  fire  in  the  little  stove  made  poor  resistance 
against  a  gloomy  December  day.  She  did  not 
dare  to  buy  food  and  send  it  to  Madge,  whose 
resolute  words,  "  I  want  work  !"  still  rang  in  her 
ears,  and  defied  her  to  make  a  pensioner  on 
charity  of  this  young  thing,  at  once  so  frail  and 
so  indomitable.  Suddenly  a  thought  struck 
her,  and  aflectionately  patting  Madge's  cheek, 
she  said:  "Take  courage,  dear — take  hope  to 
your  heart.  The  worst  has  passed.  Since  you 
will  not  take  money  for  your  bitter  needs,  I  will 
send  you  that  which  will  make  money  for  you 
this  evening,  if  I  can.  Good-by.  Keep  up  a 
brave  heart,  better  times  are  coming." 

She  called  up  the  woman  who  let  the  rooms 
and  saw  her  replenish  the  fire,  and  then  went 
away;  while  Madge,  still  too  weak  to  rise,  lay, 
with  closed  eyes,  wondering  over  her  friend's 
words,  and  soon  after  fell  into  a  dreamless 
sleep. 

Toward  evening  it  grew  stormy.  Peter  had 
written  and  written  all  day,  until  the  characters 
danced  on  the  page,  and  his  brain  felt  idiotic  ; 
yet  he  had  a  thick  roll  of  MSS.  which  must  be 
copied  that  evening.  Desolate  and  desperate, 
mortally  tired,  he  fought  his  way  against  the 
sharp  blinding  sleet,  which  the  sobbing  gusts  of 
wind  drove  into  his  face.  Gaining  his  home,  he 
paused  a  moment  at  his  room-door  to  call  into 
his  haggard  countenance  a  hopeful  look,  for  these 
two  loving  hearts  wore  masks,  when  in  each  oth- 
er's presence.  Yes,  they  acted  such  white,  white 
lies  as  God,  in  his  mercy  and  compassion,  will 
surely  forgive. 

He  opened  the  door ;  he  glanced  at  the  bed ; 
a  great  shudder  shook  his  frame,  and  a  black 
veil  seemed  to  come  down  over  his  eyes.  She 
lay  there  so  still,  her  face  so  white  in  such  a 
deathlike  hush.  Was  it  sheet 'or  shroud  which 
covered  her? 

"  Madge  !"  How  strange  his  voice  sounded, 
like  a  far-away  hoarse  whisper.  Mastering  his 
awful  terror  with  a  strong  effort  he  advanced  to 
the  bed ;  leaned  over,  straining  his  eyes  blinded 
with  fear,  and  saw  the  gentle  rise  and  fall  of  her 
quiet  breathing.  "Thank  God,  it  is  not  death 
but  sleep !"  he  almost  screamed.  He  broke 
down  utterly ;  he  flung  himself  on  his  knees  at 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  buried  his  face  in  the 
clothes.  Great  sobs  burst  from  his  laboring, 
heaving  breast ;  the  veins  in  his  temples  stood 
out  tense  like  cords;  then  a  hot  rain  of  tears 
poured  from  his  eyes,  and  his  cry  was  "  My  lit- 
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tie  wife !  my  little,  little  wife  !  I  thought  I  had 
murdered  lier." 

In  vain  kludge,  who  had  started  up  in  affright 
at  his  tirst  exclamation,  im])lorcd  him  to  look  at 
her ;  to  speak  to  her ;  to  stop  those  dreadful 
tears.  His  passionate  anguish  would  have  way, 
and  remorse  was  tugging  at  his  heart-strings ; 
he.  had  deliberately  robbed  his  darling  of  every 
earthly  comfort — so  it  seemed  now  to  him  ;  his 
selfish  love  confronted  him,  and,  ])ointing  at  the 
wan  face  and  emaciated  figure  of  his  wife,  held 
him  to  the  rack  and  kept  him  there. 

"  ]\Iadge,  Madge!"  he  said,  in  a  tone  of  such 
bitter  sadness  that  it  brought  great  wistful  tears 
in  her  eyes — "  I  wonder  you  do  not  curse  the  day 
you  ever  saw  my  face.  Let  me  take  you  back 
to  your  father  and  go  my  way  alone.  I  will 
kneel  to  him!  I  will  kiss  his  feet!"  he  cried, 
frantically;  "but  j^ou  shall  no  longer  die  by 
inches  !  I  have  been  cruel !  I  am  a  wretch ! 
O  God  !  help  me  to  save  my  darling,  my  little, 
little  Avife!" 

"You  don't  love  me,  then ;  you  want  to  send 
me  away  :"  and  her  cheek  grew  livid,  her  breast 
heaved,  and  her  woeful  eyes  grew  more  hollow 
and  shadowy. 

"  Oh,  Madge,  you  know  better!  You  know 
how  wholly,  entirely,  my  heart  is  yours.  It  is 
because  I  have  loved  you  so  selfishly,  and  stolen 
from  you  all  the  bloom,  and  light,  and  bliss  of 
youth  that  I  wish  to  save  you.  Why  were  you 
lying  in  that  deathlike  sleep?  Was  it  not  ex- 
haustion from  overwork?" 

' '  Why  no,  dear,  nothing  of  the  kind ; "  and 
with  changing  color  she  recounted  the  adven- 
tures of  the  morning,  and  the  strange,  hopeful 
language  of  her  friend  Mrs.  Easton. 

Then  she  rose,  and  steadying  herself  so  her 
husband  should  not  see  how  weak  she  still  was, 
hastened  to  make  a  cup  of  tea,  for  they  both  sad- 
ly needed  this  innocent  cheer.  If  she  had  dared 
she  would  have  brought  out  two  tiny  mutton 
cho])s,  put  away  for  the  next  day's  dinner ;  but 
there  was  "the  next  day"  sitting  on  the  chops, 
like  a  goblin  keeping  guard,  and  she  shut  the 
cupboard  door  with  a  sigh. 

They  had  just  sat  down  to  the  tea  and  some 
dry  toast ;  for  the  last  of  the  tub  of  butter  had 
been  eaten  the  day  before.  It  had  lasted  three 
montlis,  and  had  been  a  capital  purchase  after 
all ;  but  to  have  any  more  of  so  great  a  luxury 
was  not  to  be  thought  of.  Madge  had  poured 
out  one  cup  of  tea,  when  some  one  knocked  at 
the  door.  Being  bidden  to  enter,  a  man  came 
in  with  a  small  table  on  his  shoulder.  He  set 
it  down,  went  out,  returned  with  a  vast  bundle, 
set  that  down,  said  there  was  nothing  to  pay, 
and  vanished. 

"  Some  amiable  lunatic  seems  to  have  sent  us 
a  piece  of  furniture,"  said  Peter. 

"  I  haven't  the  slightest  idea  what  it  can  mean, 
dear.  What  an  odd  little  tabic,  isn't  it,  with 
SJich  a  strange  ornament  in  the  middle  of  it?  I 
declare  it  looks  like  a  big  letter  G.  How  fun- 
ny !      Wiiat  can  that  mean  ?" 

"  Being  sent  to  you.  it  stands  for  little  goose, 


darling,"  said  Peter,  getting  up  from  his  un- 
tasted  tea,  and  going  round  to  the  mysterious 
table  to  examine  it.  "Don't  you  see  what  it 
is?     It's  a  sewing-machine." 

"No,  it  isn't,  dear.  I've  seen  one  at  Mrs. 
Jones's — mamma's  seamstress — and  it  was  not 
the  least  like  this." 

"1  tell  you  it  is,"  insisted  Peter.  "Here's 
the  wheel,  and  here's  the  place  for  the  foot. 
Listen." 

He  gently  moved  the  treadle,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment an  almost  imperceptible  tiny  "tick,  tick" 
was  heard,  like  the  faint  echo  of  a  cheery  little 
cricket  on  the  hearth.  Then  Peter  opened  a 
small  drawer :  in  it  were  three  or  four  strange- 
looking  little  instruments,  some  needles,  and  a 
pamphlet.  He  took  the  last  out  and  turned 
over  the  leaves.  "Oh,"  he  said,  "those  odd- 
looking  steel  customers  are  hemmers,  fellers, 
wrench,  etc.,  are  they?  And  here  are  some 
jolly  directions  for  using  it.  I  tell  you  what, 
Madge,  it  will  be  just  next  to  nothing  to  turn 
out  a  dress  with  twenty-nine  flounces.  Gor- 
geous letter  G !" 

But  what  was  that  foolish  little  Madge  doing 
standing  there  so  absorbed  and  silent  ? 

Oh!  was  this  blessed  relief  meant  for  her? 
With  a  pale  face  and  clasped  hands  she  listened 
to  her  husband,  her  gaze  fastened  on  the  mag- 
ical letter  which  had  power  to  bring  such  unut- 
terable comfort  to  tlieir  home — debts  paid,  suiB- 
cient  food,  bright  fires.  All  at  once  Mrs.  Eas- 
ton's  words — '■'■  I  ivill  send  you  that  V)Jiich  will 
make  money  for  you'^ — flashed  into  her  mind. 
She  understood!  Her  heart  beat  loud  and  fast, 
and  then  tide  upon  tide  of  rosy  color  overspread 
her  face  and  neck,  until,  at  last  sinking  slowly 
upon  her  knees,  the  big  tears  bursting  from  her 
uplifted  eyes,  she  sobbed  out,  "  Thank  God ! 
oh,  thank  God  I  it  is  for  me !  Now  we  need 
not  starve!" 

The  next  instant  she  was  raised  and  clasped 
in  her  husband's  arms,  and  these  two  poor  lone- 
ly children  had  a  good  cry  together. 

"You  won't  think  now  of  sending  me  home, 
darling,  will  you?"  murmured  Madge,  nestling 
close  to  his  heart.  "  Here  is  my  home. "  And 
she  pressed  her  soft  cheek  against  him — she  was 
"just  as  high  as  his  heart." 

She  got  a  tight  hug  for  answer,  and  then  they 
found  out  that  they  were  very  hungry,  and  the 
tea  was  stone  cold.  Madge  flew  round,  and 
made  more  tea,  although  it  was  the  very  last 
drawing  but  one,  declaring  she  didn't  care  a  fig 
for  the  extravagance;  and  then,  getting  more 
excited,  she  whipped  the  mutton-chops  out  of 
the  cu]>board  in  a  trice,  and  broiled  them  with- 
out the  slightest  compunction  about  next  day's 
dinner,  and  made  toast,  brown,  crisp,  and  hot 
as  fire,  and  said,  laughhig,  "Oh,  never  mind 
the  butter!" 

After  tea  I'ctcr  helped  to  wash  the  dishes, 
and  the  clever  clumsy  fellow  broke  a  i)late,  and 
Madge  laughed  at  it — yes,  actually  laughed,  if 
you'll  believe  me — such  a  blithe  little  laugli ! — 
and  all  because  there  stood  in  the  room  a  small 
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table  ornamented  with  the  letter  G.  They  had 
quite  forgotten  the  bundle  all  this  time ;  but  now 
Madge  opened  it,  and  found  a  note  inside.  It 
read  thus ; 

"  December  22. 

''Dear  Mrs.  King,— A  kind  old  gentleman  accident- 
ally heard  me  tell  a  friend  of  your  painful  needs,  and  it 
was  he  who  gave  me  the  money  for  you,  which  you  re- 
fused. I  have  therefore  purchased  and  sent  you  the  sev/- 
ing-machine.  In  the  drawer  attached  is  every  necessary 
iniiilement,  and  a  little  pamphlet  of  '-  simple  and  explicit' 
directions.  With  your  superior  cultivation  and  quicli- 
ness,  you  will  be  able  to  understand  and  use  the  machine 
almost  immediately;  so  I  send  a  dozen  fine  white  shirts 
from  our  Society.  You  will  please  make  a  hem  and  three 
small  tucks  on  each,  for  which  we  shall  pay  you  seventy- 
five  cents  apiece.  I  shall  take  good  care  to  keep  you  well 
supplied  with  work,  and  am  your  sincere  friend, 

"Mary  Easton." 

She  very  nearly  got  crying  again  over  this 
note,  thankful  grateful  tears,  and  not  trusting 
herself  to  speak,  she  handed  it  to  her  husband  and 
sat  down  at  the  machine  with  the  little  book  of 
directions  in  her  hand.  It  would  almost  go  of 
itself!  She  adjusted  her  work,  put  her  foot  on 
the  treadle  and  began.  Absorbed,  fascinated, 
now  pale,  now  flushed,  her  lips  apart,  her  eyes 
shining  like  stars,  she  watched  the  white  seam 
gliding  swiftly  away.  The  letter  G  was  a  magic- 
al living  thing  to  her,  and  its  gentle  little  "  tick, 
tick"  was  like  the  joyous  song  of  the  lark  to  her 
upward-lifted,  praying,  grateful  heart. 

One  hour  and  a  half,  two,  and  the  shirt  was 
finished  ;  with  a  radiant,  gladsome  smile  Madge 
threw  it  to  her  husband,  who  had  been  watch- 
ing the  work  with  almost  breathless  interest. 

' '  Oh,  darling  letter  G ! "  cried  Madge.  * '  Sev- 
enty-five cents !  It  would  have  taken  me  three 
days  to  have  earned  this  much  money  with  my 
fingers ;  and  here  you  sing  a  dear  little  song,  and, 
presto  !  the  seventy-five  cents  are  mine  !" 

"  It  has  brought  back  hope  and  life  to  my 
darling,"  said  Petei';  "  and  I  say  long  life  and 
happiness  to  the  good  old  cove  whose  money 
bought  it.  Bless  his  spectacles,  wig,  and  whis- 
kers !  he  is  worth  an  army  of  such  as  your  cruel 
old  father  and  my  snarling  old  uncle." 

"Don't  say  so.  But  really  I  think  I  ought 
to  thank  him." 

"Do  you?  Well,  write  a  pretty  little  note, 
and  tell  him  he's  a  darling  and  you're  another." 

"I  shall  do  no  such  thing;  I  shall  thank  him 
with  all  my  heart  for  my  letter  G." 

And  so  she  did. 

Before  two  days  were  over  she  had  finished 
and  taken  to  the  Society  rooms  the  dozen  shirts, 
and  nine  dollars  were  handed  to  her.  She  sat 
as  one  tranced,  believing  that  she  must  be  a 
second  Danae,  with  the  golden  shower  falling 
round  her. 

She  gave  her  note  to  Mrs.  Easton  with  a 
blush  and  smile,  and  begged  her  to  hand  it  to 
her  kind  unknown  friend,  and  hurried  home 
with  a  new  supply  of  work. 

At  the  door  she  met  her  landlady. 

"Was  it  a  sewing-machine,  ma'am,"  she  in- 
quired, "  which  came  to  you  the  other  night  ?" 

"  Yes,"  answered  Madge. 


"Lor',  ma'am !  my  Jane's  almost  crazy  with 
the  work  they  want  her  to  do  for  Christmas. 
She's  got  all  of  a  dozen  children's  dresses  to 
braid,  which  it  ain't  possible  to  do  half.  If  you 
could  help  her,  ma'am,  of  course  you'd  get  the 
money  for  all  you'd  do.  Is  there  a  braider  to 
your  machine?" 

"  Come  up  and  I'll  see,"  said  Madge. 

The  landlady  only  waited  to  run  into  her 
room  and  bring  out  a  bundle  when  the  two  as- 
cended the  stairs.  Madge  hurried  to  the  little 
drawer  and  took  out  her  book  of  directions. 

"Yes,  yes!"  she  said,  joyfully,  "here  it  is! 
'The  braid  is  passed  through  a  hole  in  the  foot.' 
Yes,  I  can  do  it,  and  thank  you  a  thousand 
times  !" 

"Well,  here's  a  little  merino  dress,  all 
stamped,  and  here  is  the  braid ;  and  that's  the 
machine,  is  it  ?  which  it's  an  odd  one  any  how," 
and  oif  went  the  good  soul,  quite  relieved. 

In  the  afternoon,  just  before  the  sun  set,  Peter 
came  in.  She  could  hardly  stop  to  give  him 
welcome  with  a  kiss.  Her  dress  was  nearly 
done. 

"Madge,  do  you  know  it  is  Christmas-eve?" 
asked  Peter. 

"Yes,  darling."  And  a  little  fluttering  sigh 
escaped  her. 

"What  an  unkind,  unforgiving,  uncharitable 
old  blunderbuss  your  father  is  !" 

"Hush,  dear!  Poor  papa!  I'm  sure  he'll 
be  lonesome  to-night.  I  wish — oh,  how  I  wish 
he  could  have  forgiven  me  !  I  should  be  glad 
and  thankful  to  live  here  just  as  we  do  if  papa 
would  forgive  me  and  love  me  again." 

Fast-coming  tears  blinded  her.  She  had  to 
stop  working  and  hide  her  pale  face  on  her  hus- 
band's shoulder.  They  were  so  absorbed  in  each 
other  that  they  had  not  heard  the  door  open. 
They  did  not  see  standing  there  in  the  dusky 
gloom,  as  if  transfixed,  an  old  man,  with  re- 
morse and  grief  convulsing  every  feature.  His 
lips  moved,  but  no  sound  came  from  tliem  ;  it 
seemed  as  if  this  remorse  and  grief  had  swelled 
in  his  throat  and  closed  it.  His  eyes  were  strain- 
ed upon  the  wan,  tear-stained  face  of  the  young 
girl.  With  a  violent  effort  he  raised  his  hands 
and  pressed  his  head  between  them,  as  if  to  keep 
his  brain  from  bursting,  and  uttered  a  hollow 
groan. 

"What's  that?" 

With  a  piercing,  sudden  scream  which  rang 
through  the  room,  Madge  was  in  his  arms,  cry- 
ing, sobbing,  laughing,  with  her  lips  against  his 
cheek,  and  murmuring,  "Father,  dear  father! 
Thank  God!   thank  God!" 

"Oh,  Madge,  darling,"  he  cried,  "forgive 
me,  try  to  forgive  me !  I  know  you  do ;  but 
oh !  say  it,  my  little  Madge,  whom  I  have  treat- 
ed so  cruelly.  And  you,  my  son,  you  will  not 
refuse  my  hand  ?  Oh !  God  bless  you  both  and 
forgive  me.  She  said  I  must  wait  six  months ; 
she  said  1  must  punish  you  for  your  disobedi- 
ence. But  oh,  my  darling,  will  God  ever  for- 
give me  for  bringing  you  to  this  ?" 

He  held  her  tight,  and  great  scalding  tears 
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fell  from  his  eyes  upon  her  face.  His  very  heart 
was  torn  hy  the  siglit  of  that  jiale,  patient  face, 
so  unlike  his  blooming,  dim})led  Madge. 

"Never  mind,  papa," she  said  at  last;  "don't 
be  so  grieved  ;  it  is  all  right  now ;  and  I  would 
not  have  had  it  ditierent.  We  have  had  a  hard 
struggle,  but  it  has  taught  us  a  precious  lesson  ; 
it  has  taught  us  to  trust  in  and  lean  uj)on  God, 
our  Heavenly  Father.  But  how  did  you  find  us 
out  ?     Oh,  I  know  ;  the  note  I  wrote." 

"Oh,  my  little  Madge,  when  I  handed  that 
money  to  Mrs.  Easton  for  the  poor  suffering 
creature,  little  did  I  dream  it  was  for  my  own 
darling.  As  I  sat  down  to  dinner  to-day  Mrs. 
Easton  handed  me  your  precious  note.  Your 
handwriting!  I  jumped  up  with  a  loud  cry, 
upsetting  my  chair,  and  rushed  out  of  the  room. 
I  suppose  they  thought  me  mad.  But  I  have 
you  once  more,  my  pet.  You  shall  never  leave 
me  again.  You  and  Peter  must  come  away 
immediately.  She  shall  give  way.  She  shall 
forgive  you.  She  ought  to  ask  yow  forgive- 
ness.    And  we  shall  all  be  happy  again." 

They  told  him  of  all  that  had  happened. 
They  softened  the  bitterest  })art  of  the  sad  nar- 
rative, for  his  poor  old  heart  was  so  grieved  and 
refnorseful. 

Then  they  made  a  little  feast  for  him  ;  for  he 
had  lost  his  dinner  in  the  mingled  joy  and  an- 
guish of  finding  his  child,  and  they  two  had  ap- 
petites sharpened  and  quickened  by  their  hap- 
l)iness.  I  told  you  in  the  beginning  that  my 
tale  was  neither  made  up  nor  silly ;  so  do  let 
my  characters  be  flesh  and  blood,  and  eat  when 
they  are  hungry,  for  patience'  sake ! 

So  Peter  ran  out  and  bought  a  capital  porter- 
house steak  and  some  Philadelphia  ale.  It  took 
all  his  money,  but  we  won't  mention  it;  and 
when  he  returned  he  set  the  table,  while  Madge 
broiled,  and  turned,  and  tossed  the  steak  in  a 
manner  to  reflect  undying  honor  on  her  skill 
as  a  cook ;  while  her  father  first  i)ulled  the  cor- 
ners of  his  mouth  doAvn  to  cry,  then  suddenly 
twitched  them  up  to  laugh,  winking  very  hard 
between  misery  and  amusement  that  his  little 
girl  should  have  been  brought  to  such  a  pass. 

But  oh!  wasn't  it  jolly  ?  wasn't  it  gorgeous? — 
these  are  Peter's  vulgar  expressions,  not  mine. 
If  I  were  permitted  to  paint  the  scene  I  should 
say  :  "  They  sat  down  to  partake  of  the  refresh- 
ments, feeling  as  if  all  that  was  passing  Avas  ])ut 
a  bewildering,  rapturous  dream  ;  Madge  with  her 
heavenly  blue  eyes  fixed  upon  her  'venerable, 
but  equally  unexpected'  parent — her  husband 
with  his  adoring  eyes  fixed  upon  her — and  the 
kind  old  father  burying  his  face  every  other 
minute  in  his  fine  cambric  pocket-handker- 
chief. Their  bliss  was  far  too  great  to  permit 
of  eating,  and  the  meal  ])assc'd  almost  untastcd." 

Stuff!  No  such  thing!  Tliat  beef-steak  was 
the  theme  of  universal  admiration,  and  not  an 
atom  except  the  Ijone  was  loft  on  the  dish.  It 
was  worth  double  the  money  it  cost,  let  me  tell 


you !  and  Christmas-eve  and  Merry  Christmas 
were  drank  in  the  foaming  ale,  and  every  bodv 
was  forgiven,  and  all  the  sad  past  was  forgotten  ; 
and  a  sweet,  fresh  look  of  joyous  peace  came  into 
Madge's  eyes,  and  you  would  have  thanked  your 
stars  if  you  could  have  seen  it — that's  all. 

They  could  not  go  away  that  night,  though 
they  had  hard  work  to  persuade  Mr.  Bolton  to 
wait.  But  very  early  the  next  morning,  the 
blessed  Christmas  morning,  Peter  went  to  that 
awful  place,  the  pawnbroker's,  and  redeemed 
their  wardrobe  with  some  of  the  money  which 
Mr.  Bolton  had  given  to  his  darling.  Then  he 
came,  little  suspecting  that  the  dainty  silk  dress 
that  Madge  wore  had  just  been  brought  from 
such  a  place.  They  would  not  tell  him  ;  for  it 
would  have  renewed  all  his  grief. 

Then  the  good  landlady  was  paid,  and  pre- 
sented with  such  little  articles  of  furniture  as 
they  had  bought ;  and  a  half  sad,  half  happy 
farewell  look  was  taken  of  the  j)Oor,  little  rooms, 
which  had  witnessed  so  much  suffering,  so  much 
trust  in  God,  and  so  much  happiness. 

"  Peter  can  you  carry  it?"  asked  Madge. 

"Carry  what,  darling?" 

"Why  my  precious  letter  G,  dear.  Do  you 
think  I  shall  ever  part  with  it  ?" 

Yes,  iC  Avent  with  them,  and  the  step-mother, 
ashamed  and  sorry,  made  much  of  it,  and  hid 
her  face  over  it  to  hide  the  grief  she  felt  when 
she  saw  and  heard  what  those  two  young  things 
had  suffered.  And  old  Mr.  Bolton  just  put  his 
arms  round  Mrs.  Easton's  neck,  and  hugged  her 
as  if  she  was  a  big  doll,  and  he  had  got  her  in 
her  stocking  ;  and,  furthermore,  thanked  her  for 
helping  his  darling  by  a  present  of  a  pair  of 
bracelets  twice  as  big  as  any  manacles  you  ever 
didn't  see ;  for  I  hope  my  reader  never  saw  one. 
I  never  did. 

Madge  did  not  dream  of  relinquishing  her 
dearly-bought  self-reliance,*  and  becoming  once 
more  a  useless  fine  lady.  No  indeed  !  She  and 
her  letter  G,  both  singing,  made  almost  every 
thing  she  wore,  with  no  end  of  tucking  and 
hemming ;  and  many  of  her  dresses  sprouted 
out  in  "curly-cues  and  whirligigs"  of  the  most 
intricate  and  beautiful  ])atterns  of  braiding.  Oh 
yes !  and  better  than  this,  many  another  letter  G 
made  music  in  the  w-retched  homes  where,  hith- 
erto, Hood's  "  Song  of  the  Shirt"  had  been  sobbed 
out  by  fainting,  starving  souls.  Madge  picked 
her  father's  pocket  with  impunity  for  this  pur- 
pose. With  every  gift  of  one  his  poor  old  heart 
grew  lighter.  It  seemed  like  expiation  for  his 
unkindness  to  his  darling,  and  soothed  his  bitter 
memory  of  her  troubles. 

And  when,  nearly  a  year  after,  little  babe 
Madge  came,  and  lay  nestling  soft  on  her  ha])j)y 
young  mother's  breast,  seeming  like  a  tiny  child- 
angel  wiiich  had  floated  down  to  her  out  of  heav- 
en, the  snow-white  robes  in  which  the  wee  thing 
was  tenderly  wrap])ed  owed  tlieir  dainty  grace  to 
the  letter  G. 
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A  DEAD  LOVE. 

HER  love,  she  said,  in  coldest  tones,  was  dead ; 
Her  face  seemed  like  a  statue's  carved  in  stone ; 
She  took,  with  trembling  fingers,  from  her  hands 

The  rings  I  gave,  and  laid  them  in  my  own. 
I  might  have  spoken  many  bitter  words, 

For  bitter  thoughts  were  struggling  in  my  heart, 
But  forcing  back  the  angry  flood,  I  said, 
"If  it  be  so,   'tis  better  that  we  part." 

Does  she  remember?  we  had  wandered  where 

My  lips  first  whispered  love  unto  her  ear; 
'Twas  in  October,  and  the  maple's  leaf 

Wore  the  rich  crimson  of  the  later  year. 
The  golden  reed  upon  the  uplands  glowed 

And  through  the  fields  the  narrow  pathway  lined  ; 
The  painted  sumac's  swaying  branches  waved 

Their  fiery  tassels  in  the  Autumn  wind. 

She  gave  me  back  my  letters,  and  unclasped 

Upon  her  slender  wrist  the  band  of  gold ; 
And  when  her  touch  met  mine  it  seemed  to  freeze 

The  blood  within  my  veins,  it  was  so  cold. 
And  few  and  cold  the  parting  words  we  spoke. 

So  different  from  the  lingering  farewells — 
The  sweet  "good-by,"  in  which  I  seemed  to  hear 

A  distant  music  as  of  marriage  bells. 

Long  years  have  passed  since  then  ;  twin  roses  blush 

Beside  the  fragrant  garden's  graveled  walk ; 
The  cream-white  lily,  with  her  heart  aflame. 

Bends  low  upon  her  slender,  tapering  stalk — 
And  still  I  keep  the  trinkets  and  the  gems, 

As  one  might  keep  some  relic  of  the  dead, 
Shut  close  within  a  casket  from  all  eyes, 

The  hidden  souvenirs  of  moments  fled. 

I  sometimes  lift  the  lid  and  look  within. 

And  sometimes  read  my  letters  o'er  again. 
Seeming  like  one  who  has  a  pleasant  dream. 

And,  waking,  feels  a  dull,  vague  sense  of  pain — 
Such,  dreams  as  linger  on  the  edge  of  night 

And  vanish  with  the  morning's  earliest  beam, 
When,  raising  heavy  eyelids  to  the  light, 

We  grieve  to  find  it  only  was  a  dream. 

Yet  though  our  love  is  dead,  like  some  poor  flov*'cr 

Which  never  more  by  garden-paths  shall  blow, 
I  sometimes  wonder  if  in  otlier  Avorlds 

Dead  love  a  resurrection  may  not  know — 
For  often  when  alone,  in  silent  mood 

And  from  the  careless  crowd  I  sit  apart. 
Its  ghost  will  come  with  sad  and  pallid  face 

To  haunt  the  vacant  chambers  of  my  heart. 
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WHY  I  WROTE  IT. 

MESSRS.  EDITORS,— A  few  Mceks  since 
I  sent  you  a  storv,  and  yesterday  it  came 
back  to  me  with  "  coni]tliments  and  many 
thanks."  Ah  nie !  as  if  compliments  and 
thanks,  however  numerons  and  however  courte- 
ously expressed,  could  warm,  and  feed,  and 
clothe  baby  and  me.  But 'I  am  not  complain- 
ing. I  didn't  tell  you  that  the  story  was  writ- 
ten with  the  view  of  obtaining  food  and  clothing 
for  myself  and  baby.  I  can  not  expect  you  to 
feel  personal  sympathy  with  every  j)erson  who 
sends  you  a  contribution.  Still  I  have  thought 
that  if  I  should  tell  you  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  story  was  written,  you  might  think 
them  worth  publishing. 

In  order  to  do  that  I  must  tell  you  some- 
thing of  my  own  history  : 

I  am  by  birth  a  Tenncsseean.  My  father 
married  a  penniless  girl.  He  had  no  j^rofes- 
sion,  was  unused  to  work,  and  possessed  little 
idea  of  the  value  of  money.  Fabulous  accounts 
of  the  beauty  and  productiveness  of  Texan  lands 
were  firing  the  imaginations  of  young  and  old. 
Leagues  of  fertile  prairie  land,  rank  with  the 
finest  pasturage,  and  needing  only  the  plow- 
share to  fit  it  for  the  culture  of  cotton  and  sugar, 
to  be  had  for  the  asking,  as  it  were !  The  very 
thought  of  vast  bodies  of  unbroken  land  of 
which  you  can  become  master  at  a  trifle  is  in- 
spiring. Among  Southern  planters  there  seems 
a  kind  of  mania  for  fresh  lands.  No  sooner  do 
their  ])lantations  begin  to  speak  of  the  reckless 
drains  upon  them  than  the  planters  begin  to 
think  of  new  lands.  They  are  haunted  by  vis- 
ions of  black  loamy  acres.  Every  poor  red  hill, 
with  its  dwarfish  cotton-stalks,  looking  sickly 
and  yellow,  suggests  by  contrast  valley-lands 
and  plateaus  where  gigantic  white  pyramids 
stand  in  regal  beauty,  and  where  every  aci*e 
cheerfully  yields  its  bale. 

So  it  was  that  parties  of  emigrants  were  daily 
leaving  the  neighboring  States  for  the  new  Re- 
public of  Texas.  My  father  attached  himself 
to  one  of  these  emigrant  companies,  leaving  his 
wife  Avith  the  promise  that  she  should  join  him 
as  soon  as  possible. 

"  Should  I  never  come  back,"  he  said,  *'  and 
you  should  be  forced  to  ask  advice  and  assist- 
ance, go  to  John.  He  is  cold  and  hard,  I  know, 
but  he  is  just  and  reliable  ;  he'll  be  honest  with 
vou." 

My  father's  plan  was  to  invest  the  little  money 
he  had  in  horses  and  cattle,  and  engage  in  stock- 
raising. 

"It  will  cost  me  nothing  to  keep  them,"  he 
said  to  my  mother.  "  I  shall  need  only  to  put 
my  mark  on  them  and  turn  them  on  the  prairies, 
and  in  a  few  years  I  shall  have  a  thousand  head 
of  cattle  ready  for  market.  Then  as  I  have 
money  to  spare  I  shall  invest  it  in  land,  and  one 
of  these  days,"  he  added,  witii  a  teasing  smile, 
"we'll  have  a  fortune  for  our  boy." 

Had  my  fatiier  lived — oh  how  many  times 
have  those  words  been  wrung  from  me !     How 


the  might-have-been  has  haunted  me !  But  he 
died  without  a  chance  to  try  his  plans.  He 
was  attacked  with  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
which,  from  the  absence  of  proper  medical  at- 
tention and  nursing,  proved  fatal.  He  died  at 
a  settler's  log-cabin,  where  his  comrades  had  left 
him,  and  was  buried  on  the  prairie.  The  boy 
for  whom  my  i)Oor  father  was  to  make  a  fortune 
was  born  after  his  death  and  proved  to  be  only 
a  girl. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  pass  briefly  over  my  child- 
hood, for  I  do  not  love  to  linger  on  it.  It  was 
not  such  a  childhood  as — please  God — my  child 
shall  have. 

One  of  my  earliest  remembrances  is  of  being 
taken  from  my  bed  one  autumn  night,  and  con- 
veyed by  my  colored  nurse  to  my  mother's  sick 
chamber.  The  scene  which  met  me  in  that 
sick  chamber  rises  at  this  moment  as  fresh  as  do 
the  transactions  of  this  morning,  while  months 
and  years  which  followed  are  buried  from  memo- 
ry. A  high  mahogany  bedstead,  with  its  white 
muslin  curtains  looped  back  to  the  carved  posts 
by  broad,  green  ribbons  ;  the  tall  physician,  with 
his  wdiite  hair  in  curls  on  his  shoulders ;  two 
neighboring  women.  Aunt  Dinah  with  arms 
akimbo  and  head  drooping,  and  the  figure 
propped  by  jiillows  with  haggard  face  and  skele- 
ton hands,  and  vacant,  staring  eyes — that  is  the 
tableau  which  memory  has  repeated  a  thou- 
sand times.  My  mother  was  dying.  As  her 
large  sunken  eyes  rested  on  me  and  recollection 
slowly  dawned  a  faint  smile  transfigured  her 
face  and  she  feebly  held  out  her  arms.  I  Avon- 
der  that  I  did  not  shrink  from  her  as  from  some- 
thing unearthly.  How  glad  am  I  that  I  did 
not!  The  sweet  memory  is  mine  of  having 
nestled  with  a  child's  trust  and  love  close  to  her 
dear  bosom — of  having  passed  my  fingers  ten- 
derly over  her  brown  hair,  and  of  seeing  her 
sm.ile  at  the  loved  caress.  I  remember  some 
brooding  words  of  love  which  have  ever  since 
lain  soothingly  on  my  heart,  and  then  of  being 
taken  from  her  and  restored  to  my  lonely  bed. 

From  the  mention  my  fiither  had  made  of  his 
brother  John,  the  latter  seemed  to  consider  him- 
self obliged  to  provide  against  my  becoming  a 
vagrant  or  the  inmate  of  an  ori)han  asylum.  My 
father  had  given  a  correct  summary  of  his  broth- 
er's character — hard  and  stern,  but  reliable  and 
just — just  but  never  generous  ;  a  man  of  strong 
and  obstinate  will,  deliberate  in  forming  an 
opinion,  stubborn  in  clinging  to  it.  He  had, 
years  before  my  birth,  buried,  in  one  summer, 
his  wife  and  four  children.  His  affliction — so 
said  his  old  acquaintances — did  not  soften  his 
character;  his  sternness  settled  into  hardness. 

I  have  always  belieA'cd  that  a  place  in  my 
uncle's  heart  was  worth  posgessing — that  there 
Avas  strength  and  endurance  in  his  aflections 
when  once  secured,  but  I  never  felt  that  I  had 
secured  a  place  there.  "I  will  do  my  dutjj  to- 
ward my  dead  brother's  child,"  he  seemed  to 
say.  I  was  provided  with  all  necessaries,  and 
my  uncle  paid  my  bills;  but  he  never  made  me 
a  present.     No  toy  or  book  came  to  me  at  my 
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birthday  or  on  Christmas  to  tell  me  that  I  was 
lovingly  remembered.  Yet  by  no  word  or  act 
or  look  of  my  uncle's  was  I  ever  reminded  of 
my  dependence.  Had  I  not  learned  it  from 
others,  I  should  never  have  known  that  he  did 
any  thing  for  me. 

My  uncle  placed  me  with  his  wife's  sister,  one 
of  the  few  women  whom  he  condescended  to 
esteem.  And  now  let  me  guide  my  pen  care- 
fully, for  'tis  of  the  dead  I  write.  Mrs.  Patter- 
son— by  this  fictitious  name  I  choose  to  desig- 
nate the  woman  with  whom  the  greater  portion 
of  my  childhood  was  passed — was  the  wife  of  a 
wealthy  planter  and  resided  on  a  plantation.  I 
half  suspect  that  I  was  unreasonable,  for  surely 
cleanliness  and  order  arc  commendable;  yet  I 
hated  the  system,  and  precision,  and  cold  ele- 
gance of  that  establishment.  A  little  dust  or 
an  occasional  cobweb  in  the  house — a  weed  or 
spray  of  grass  on  a  flower-bed,  a  stray  tendril  or 
independent  branch  which  dared  to  grow  except 
after  set  rules,  would,  have  proved  a  relief.  Mrs. 
Patterson  never  meant  to  be  unkind  ;  but  my 
life  with  her  was  miserable.  She  was  childless, 
and  in  that  fact,  since  I  became  a  mother,  I 
have  found  the  explanation  of  her  failure  and 
its  excuse.  There  is  nothing  like  maternity  to 
call  out  the  good  and  beautiful  in  woman.  She 
rarely  comprehends  a  child's  nature  and  wants 
until  she  has  studied  them  with  a  loving,  death- 
less interest  in  her  own  darling.  Spotless  dress 
and  apron  ;  immaculate  face  and  hands ;  hair 
smooth  and  braided  ;  two  hours  devoted  to  knit- 
ting, ditto  to  sewing,  ditto  to  studying,  ditto  to 
walking  in  the  garden ;  elegant  meals  taken 
with  silver  fork  and  napkin  ;  slumbers  taken  be- 
tween snowy  linen  sheets.  There  is  nothing,  I 
allow,  like  hardship  or  misery  in  the  picture. 
But  take  from  childhood  its  dolls,  and  t03'^s, 
and  picture-books ;  its  fairy  stories  and  nursery 
rhymes ;  its  Santa  Claus,  and  Christmases,  and 
New  Years,  and  birthdays,  and — ah  me! — what 
is  the  remainder  worth? 

The  result  of  Mrs.  Patterson's  training  and 
tuition  was  that  I  learned  to  knit  and  sew  neat- 
ly— a  knowledge  scarcely  worth,  in  these  days  of 
sewing-machines  and  stocking-looms,  what  its 
acquisition  cost  me.  I  acquired  at  an  early  age 
considerable  facility  in  reading,  writing,  and 
spelling,  and  before  I  was  nine  years  old  could 
recite  all  the  rules  in  Murray's  Grammar,  and 
all  the  coarse  print  of  Olney's  Geography.  Had 
the  time  been  devoted  to  learning  the  story  of 
Mother  Hubbard  and  her  wonderful  dog  would 
it  not  have  been  better  improved? 

Then  until  my  fifteenth  year  my  education 
was  sacrificed  to  save  a  debt.  I  do  not  think 
my  uncle  intended  it  so — there  was  nothing  nig- 
gardly in  the  provision  he  made  for  me.  I  be- 
lieve he  meant  to  deal  kindly  by  his  dead  broth- 
er's child,  but  he  erred  gravely. 

At  fifteen  I  was  sent  to  a  boarding-school. 
My  advantages  here  were  not  of  the  highest  or- 
der, but  they  were  fair.  I  made  little  advance 
in  music  or  the  languages,  was  above  the  aver- 
age in  composition,  and  pre-eminent  in  mathe- 


matics. If  we  had  a  difficult  lesson  I  was  called 
to  enact  the  part  of  pioneer  to  the  class,  was  the 
first  to  be  sent  to  the  board.  If  I  confessed  my 
inability  to  master  a  knotty  point  every  member 
of  the  class  was  immediately  set  at  ease ;  all 
took  shelter  behind  my  fiiilure.  If  we  had  vis- 
itors I  was  called  to  the  board,  and  the  credit  of 
the  class  thrown  upon  me  ;  and  at  examinations 
the  most  difficult  problems  were  somehow  sure 
to  come  to  me. 

This  sounds  like  egoism,  but  surely  it  is  little 
I  claim  ;  a  superiority  over  some  twenty  girls  in 
a  science  where  the  female  sex  is  jjroverbiaily 
weak.  But  I  mention  this  superiority  because 
it  first  drew  to  me  the  attention  of  one  with 
whom  my  destiny  must  be  forever  linked. 

Charles  B — —  was  reading  medicine  in  the 
village  where  I  was  at  school.  After  a  public 
examination  in  which  I  was  conscious  of  having 
won  honors,  a  gentleman  asked  ray  permission 
to  present  a  friend,  and  soon  after  I  found  my- 
self conversing  with  Charles  B .  The  ac- 
quaintance thus  begun  w^as  prosecuted  at  rare 
intervals  as  opportunity  offered,  for  we  girls 
were  subjected  to  the  boarding-school  espionage. 
So  it  came  that  in  less  than  a  year  I  was  prom- 
ised in  marriage  to  Charles  B . 

Then  followed  eighteen  months  of  bliss,  made 
up  of  stolen  interviews,  smuggled  letters,  and  all 
those  little  nothings  so  dear  to  lovers.  I  don't 
know  how  it  w^as  discovered,  but  at  the  end  of 
these  eighteen  months  my  uncle  was  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  had  never 
desired  to  conceal  the  matter  from  him  ;  it  was 
the  vigilance  of  my  boarding-school  guardians  I 
had  wished  to  elude.  I  had  never  thought  of 
my  uncle's  caring  any  thing  one  way  or  the 
other  about  the  matter.  But  it  seems  he  did 
care  about  it,  for  he  took  measures,  of  what 
nature  he  would  never  condescend  to  inform  me, 
to  interrupt  the  engagement.  This  I  set  down, 
perhaps  too  hastily,  as  an  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference with  a  most  sacred  right.  We  quar- 
reled ;  I  should  say  rather  that  I  expressed  my 

mind  quite  freely.     Charles  B went  from 

the  village  without  seeing  me  or  sending  me  a 
line,  leaving  no  clew  as  to  his  destination,  ex- 
cept such  as  might  be  gathered  from  a  vague 
rumor  that  he  had  gone  to  Florida. 

I  was  at  just  the  age  when  such  a  disappoint- 
ment is  a  blow,  a  blow  square  in  the  face,  for  I 
loved  Charles.  I  accei)ted  a  home  kindly  prof- 
fered me  by  a  friend,  and  secluded  myself  from 
society  and  every  thing  of  a  cheerful  nature. 
Soon  my  health  began  to  fail,  and  the  following 
summer  my  physician  pronounced  me  in  a  de- 
cline, and  advised  a  trip  North.  I  awaited  my 
uncle's  decision  on  this  advice  with  deep  anxiety, 
for  I  knew  he  hated  every  thing  pertaining  to 
the  North  with  all  the  intensity  of  his  strong 
nature,  I  shall  never  forget  the  feeling  of  re- 
freshing relief  with  which  I  received  the  an- 
nouncement that  I  was  to  spend  a  year  in  a 
Northern  school.  There  was  hope  and  promise 
in  it.  I  believed  that  some  opening  would  pre- 
sent itself  by  which  I  could  achieve  my  inde- 
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pendence.  At  the  South  a  woman  can  not 
teach  or  engage  in  any  Avork  without  losing 
caste ;  but  at  the  North  work  is  acknowledged, 
Tliere  was  ins])iration  in  the  thought.  A  few 
weeks  later  I  was  steaming  up  the  turbid  Missis- 
sili])i. 

In  a  few  days  I  had  entered,  in  a  Northern 
city,  my  last  school  year.  My  school  duties 
were  not  heavy,  leaving  me  a  fair  margin  of  un- 
a])])ro])riated  time.  This  was  s])ent  in  discuss- 
ing the  ever-present  question  :  What  can  I  do? 
How  can  I  earn  a  living  ?  How  can  I  achieve 
an  independence  of  my  uncle? 

Two  avenues  invited  me.  Of  course  I  thought 
of  teaching,  every  educated  woman  seeking  em- 
ployment thinks  of  it.  But  this  could  not  be 
entered  upon  for  a  year,  and,  in  tlie  mean  time, 
my  dependence  must  continue.  I  shrank,  too, 
from  applying  for  a  teacher's  situation,  as  such  a 
step  would  have  compelled  an  explanation,  and 
started  troublesome  questions  and  surmises.  I 
was  aware  that  already  my  schoolmates  won- 
dered at  the  absence  of  style  in  my  wardrobe — 
at  my  old-fiishioned  dresses ;  I  knew  they  sus- 
pected me  of  a  mean  parsimony  that  I  did  not 
return  some  of  their  numerous  kindnesses  forced 
upon  me  in  the  w^iy  of  sup])ers,  fruits,  rides,  etc. 
Ah !  those  were  days  of  heart-burnings,  of  im- 
patient longings.  It  was  hard  when  I  was  called 
on  for  a  contribution  for  some  picnic  or  festiA^al, 
or  for  a  present  to  a  teacher,  to  say  that  I  could 
give  nothing.  They  didn't  know  that  every 
penny  I  spent  had  to  be  taken  from  the  hand  of 
a  man  Avhom  I  sometimes  feared  that  I  hated. 

The  other  road  to  independence  of  which  I 
thought  the  oftener  was  the  higher  and  more 
ambitious  way  which  authors  tread.  I  thought 
I  should  like  my  old  friends  and  acquaintances, 
my  uncle,  and  Charles  to  hear  of  me  as  famous. 
It  would  be  pleasant  to  know  that  they  were 
reading  my  articles,  thinking  and  talking  about 
me.  I  wrote  some  tilings  which  delighted  me 
during  the  excitement  and  glow  of  writing  and 
disgusted  me  two  days  after. 

After  reminding  myself  a  great  many  times 
that  I  must  make  a  beginning,  I  one  afternoon 
started  to  the  publishing-house  of  a  daily  news- 
paper with  a  MS.  in  my  dress-pocket  which  had 
been  re-written  and  re-read  more  than  once.  It 
Avas  a  short  article  of  a  humorous  character  on  a 
local  topic  Avith  a  fictitious  signature  attached. 
Wiien  I  left  the  Seminary  I  felt  brave  enough 
for  almost  any  enterprise,  but  my  courage  dimin- 
ished as  my  distance  from  the  printing-office 
diminished,  and  by  the  time  I  had  read  tlie  for- 
midable sign  in  gilt  letters  over  the  door,  and 
had  cauglit  sight,  through  the  Avindow,  of  a  tall, 
pale,  literary-looking  youth  I  had  no  more  cour- 
age. So  I  Avalked  on  by  the  office.  But  Avhen 
those  formidable  gilt  letters,  and  that  pale,  lit- 
erary-looking youth  Avere  no  longer  in  sight,  I 
felt  my  courage  rapidly  reviving,  and  soon  I  had 
retraced  my  steps  and  Avas  again  at  the  door. 
On  it  Avas  the  Avord  "  Push,"  and  by  a  desperate 
effort  I  obeyed  the  behest  and  found  myself  in 
the  counting-room,  face  to  face  Avith  the  tall, 


pale  youth.  He  stared  at  me,  Avalked  a  few 
steps  forward,  and  inquired  by  his  looks  my 
business. 

"  Are  you  the  editor?"  I  asked. 

He  rejilied,  Avaving  me  to  a  staircase,  "No,  I 
am  not  the  editor;  the  editors'  rooms  are  on  the 
next  floor." 

I  made  my  Avay  up  a  dark,  Avorn,  dirty  stair- 
AV'ay,  and  came  suddenly  upon  youth  No.  2,  Avho 
stood  at  a  desk,  pen  in  hand. 

"  Can  I  see  the  editor?"  I  inquired  of  him. 

"  Which  editor  do  you  Avish  to  see?" 

"I  Avas  puzzled  by  the  question,  for  I  Avas 
ignorant  of  the  adjectives  Avhich  distinguish  the 
members  of  an  editorial  corps. 

"The  commercial  editor?"  he  asked,  sug- 
gestively. 

It  did  not  take  me  long  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  my  article  could  haA'e  no  bearing  on 
the  commerce  of  nations  or  cities,  so  I  replied 
in  the  ncgatiA'e. 

"The  financial  editor?"  he  again  suggested, 
trying  his  pen  on  his  left  thumb  nail,  prepara- 
tory to  using  it. 

I  had  no  finances  to  arrange  Avith  any  ed- 
itor, that  Avas  certain,  so  I  again  ansAvered, 
No. 

"  The  local  editor  is  in  there,"  he  said,  point- 
ing to  a  door,  and  then  resuming  his  Avriting  by 
Avay  of  dismissing  me. 

The  local  editor !  My  article  pertained  to  a 
city  matter.  Yes,  it  must  be  that  I  Avanted  to 
see  the  local  editor.  "Thank  you,"  I  said,  and 
moved  to  the  door  and  rapped. 

A  small  man  AA'ith  sandy  hair,  and  sandier 
Avhiskers,  and  very  light  eyes,  ansAvered  my 
knock.  The  room  he  occupied  Avas  lighted  by 
a  single  Avindow — the  dirtiest  and  cobAvebbiest  I 
CA'er  saAv — and  Avas  a  trifle  larger  than  the  very- 
large  bedstead  which  stood  in  my  chamber  at 
the  Seminary.  There  Avere  a  couple  of  chairs 
and  a  Avriting-desk  piled  with  ncAvspapers  in  this 
editorial  sanctum. 

I  Avas  so  embarrassed  that  a  momentary  diz- 
ziness and  blindness  came  OA'er  me  as  I  stood, 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  face  to  face  Avith  a 
gentleman  of  the  press.  Could  I  have  impro- 
vised an  excuse  for  my  appearance  there,  my 
real  errand  would  never  have  been  revealed  to 
him.  But  my  Avits  seemed  paralyzed,  so  I  stam- 
mered out  -something  about  having  Avritten  a 
short  article  Avhich  he  could  publish  if  he  should 
consider  it  Avorthy  a  place  in  his  columns,  and  I 
drew  the  MS.  from  my  pocket,  and  j^laced  it  in 
his  hands. 

"Have  a  seat,  ma'am?"  he  said,  placing  a 
chair  for  me,  and  proceeding  to  read  the  MS. 

My  imi)ulse  Avas  to  snatch  it  from  him,  and 
run  aAvay  and  hide  myself  in  my  chamber.  As 
he  perused  it  I  ako  read  it  from  memory.  I 
could  judge  from  the  direction  of  his  eyes  just 
Avhat  passage  he  Avas  perusing,  and  my  cheek 
tingled  afresh  at  each  Avell-remembcred  weak 
point.  Alas,  they  all  seemed  Avcak  points  as  I 
sat  tliere! 

* '  Wc  shall  be  happy  to  give  your  article  a 
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place  in  our  Saturday's  paper,"  said  the  editor, 
when  he  had  finished  its  perusal. 

How  long  it  seemed  before  Saturday  arrived ! 
I  wondered  how  long  my  article  would  be  ;  how 
it  would  look  in  print;  and,  above  all,  what  peo- 
ple would  say  about  it.  Saturday  at  length  ar- 
rived. I  knew  the  paper  never  reached  us  ear- 
lier than  three  p.m.,  but  at  one  o'clock  I  seated 
myself  at  the  front  window  to  watch  for  it,  that  I 
might  have  the  first  reading.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  time  moved  slowly,  but  after  looking  at 
the  clock  for  the  twentieth  time,  perhaps,  I  de- 
scried the  news-boy  with  his  bundle  of  papers 
strapped  over  his  slioulders.  I  was  across  the 
veranda  and  at  the  gate  in  a  moment.  He 
handed  me  a  paper  damp  from  the  press.  I 
opened  it,  and  ran  my  eye  eagerly  from  article 
to  article.  In  a  conspicuous  place  I  found  my 
contribution,  and  with  a  beating  heart  I  ran 
over  it.  It  was  not  as  long  as  I  had  expected 
to  see  it ;  there  were  some  half  dozen  typograph- 
ical errors  which  spoiled  some  of  my  finest  sen- 
tences ;  then  there  were  several  solecisms  and 
two  glaring  grammatical  errors  —  there  they 
were,  staring  me  impudently  in  the  face,  all 
very  plain  now  that  they  were  irrevocably  given 
to  the  public.  I  read  my  article  again  and 
again,  and  decided  that  the  signature — which  I 
give  here  as  "  Fanny  France,"  choosing  to  with- 
hold my  real  nom  de  plume — looked  well  in  print. 

At  the  head  of  the  local  column  I  found  a 
paragraph  calling  attenl'on  to  a  racy  article  from 
a  new  correspondent,  "  Fanny  France,"  and  in- 
viting farther  contributions. 

The  Principal  of  the  Seminary,  Dr.  W ; 

entered  as  I  was  reading  this  notice  for  the  third 
time. 

"Would  you  like  to  see  the  evening  paper?" 
I  asked,  handing  it  to  him. 

He  sat  down  to  reading,  while  I  took  up  my 
knitting-work — a  blue  Sontag — purposing  to  as- 
certain if  he  read  my  article,  and  to  mark  the 
effect.  I  soon  perceived  that  he  was  perusing 
it.  At  the  second  sentence  his  mouth  began  to 
twitch,  then  a  quiet  kind  of  a  smile  overspread 
his  features.  He  finished  it  with  a  low  laugh, 
and  inquired  if  I  had  read  the  article  ?  And  when 
I  had  answered  with  flushing  cheek  in  spite  of 
my  efforts  at  composure,  he  said,  "Pretty  well 
done,  isn't  it?  Pretty  well  done,"  he  contin- 
ued, dwelling  on  the  words  as  he  turned  the  pa- 
per.     "  I  wonder  who  Fanny  France  is  !" 

That  evening  I  heard  the  article  read  by  one 
of  the  teachers  to  the  girls  and  the  other  teach- 
ers as  they  sat  around  the  study-table,  and  found 
some  difficulty  in  appearing  unmoved  amidst 
their  comments  and  criticisms. 

The  next  week  I  sent  a  second  contribution 
to  the  paper  through  the  Post-office,  and  the 
following  Saturday  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing it  in  print.  By  the  time  a  third  contribu- 
tion had  appeared  the  school  was  alive  with  cu- 
riosity. A  dozen  times  a  day  I  had  to  evade 
the  question,  "  Who  is  Fanny  France  ?"  I  was 
alternately  amused  and  vexed,  elated  and  de- 
pressed, flattered  and  discouraged  by  the  opin- 


ions of  my  school  friends  and  of  outsiders,  as  re- 
ported to  me,  or  in  my  hearing.  Soon  the  editor 
began  to  mail  me  letters  left  at  the  printing-of- 
fice for  Fanny  France,  and  to  send  me  papers 
into  which  my  articles  were  copied. 

One  day  on  opening  a  paper  I  found  an  arti- 
cle headed  "Fanny  France."  The  editor  said 
that  he  would  state,  in  answer  to  the  scores  of 
letters  of  inquiry  with  which  he  was  besieged, 
that  Fanny  France  was  a  school-girl,  a  resident 
of  the  city.  Of  course  this  increased  the  peo])le's 
interest — the  school-girls'  particularly.  With  a 
wliole  school  of  girls  on  ray  track  I  could  not 
long  escape  detection.  Then  cards  and  invita- 
tions and  calls  began  to  pour  in  upon  me.  I 
was  pointed  at,  stared  at,  talked  about,  and  writ- 
ten about.  Requests  for  autographs,  letters  com- 
plimentary, condemnatory,  and  advisory  clogged 
my  port-folio. 

But  my  purse  was  no  heavier  for  the  laurels 
I  was  winning,  and  my  wardrobe  seemed  poor- 
er and  more  old-fashioned  than  ever,  as  I  was 
brought  in  contact  with  the  ion  of  the  city.  And 
here  I  must  acknowledge  a  temptation  which 
beset  me,  but  which  I  had  strength  enough  to 
combat.  Had  I  yielded  to  it  I  should  not,  I 
fear,  be  so  ready  to  publish  it.  I  felt  that  a  small 
sum  judiciously  expended  would  enable  me  to 
appear  like  a  new  creature,  and  I  was  temjjted 
to  draw  on  my  uncle  for  the  money ;  I  knew  it 
would  be  promptly  furnished  without  a  word  of 
inquiry.  But  after  an  hour's  contemplation  of 
the  advantage  and  pleasure  which  the  money 
could  procure,  I  invariably  concluded  to  wear 
my  old  dresses  rather  than  increase  my  indebt- 
edness to  him. 

I  went  into  the  library  one  day,  and  my  bills 
for  board  and  tuition  were  handed  me.  They 
came  earlier  than  I  had  expected.  I  was  dis- 
appointed; for  I  had  iialf  hoped  that  by  some 
means  I  should  of  myself  be  able  to  meet  them — 
that  I  would  be  spared  the  humiliation  of  send- 
ing them  to  the  man  who  had  occasioned  me  the 
deepest  sorrow  I  had  ever  known.  I  crushed 
the  papers  in  my  hand,  and  went  up  to  my  room. 
I  sat  down  by  the  window,  and  looked  out  upon 
the  night.  It  was  in  the  autumn,  and  a  cold 
rain,  mixed  with  sleet,  was  falling.  I  looked 
through  the  waving,  leafless  branches  to  the 
lamp-lights  beyond,  and  there  came  over  me 
such  a  homesick,  lonely  feeling  as  I  shall  never 
forget.  Why  was  I  separated  hundreds  of  miles 
from  kindred,  and  friends,  and  every  thing  I  had 
known  or  cared  for  ?  Why  were  all  those  weary 
leagues  dividing  me  from  him  who  should  have 
been  my  protector  and  support?  Of  course  I 
wept  —  woman's  eyes  are  her  heart's  safety- 
valves — and  I  found  relief  in  the  act.  Then 
my  thoughts  began  to  form  themselves  into  a 
purpose ;  for  my  impatience  at  my  dependence 
had  grown  with  the  hope  of  relief.  I  determ- 
ined to  see  Mr.  J ,  the  proprietor  of  the  pa- 
per to  which  I  had  been  contributing,  frankly 
acquaint  him  with  my  situation,  and  ask  of  him 
employment  and  compensation.  This  resolu- 
tion taken,  I  retired,  but  not  to  sleep.     I  went 
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over  aiul  over  what  1  intc'iidccl  to  say  to  Mr. 
J ;  but  liavin^  thoroii^'hly  learnud  my  les- 
son, doubts  as  to  luy  ability  to  recite  it  wlieii 
tlie  moment  of  trial  should  arrive  bc^an  to  in- 
trude. I  felt  brave  cnou;^di  beinj;  there  in  the 
dark,  but  I  knew  myself  too  well  not  to  have 
some  fears  that  I  should  j)rove  the  veriest  cow- 
ard at  the  moment  when  coolness  and  self-pos- 
session were  necessary  to  a  proper  re])resenta- 
tion  of  my  circumstances.  At  the  best  I  was 
afraid  that  I  should  make  a  lame  story,  for  I 
was  never  a  llucnt  s])eaker.  Concluding  that 
my  ])lea  would  be  more  etrectually  ])resented  in 
writing,  I  wrote  a  letter,  sealed  and  addressed  it, 
and  then  went  to  sleep. 

The  next  morning,  which  was  Saturday,  I 
mailed  my  letter,  cxiiecting  to  hear  from  it  in 
the  course  of  the  following  week.  That  even- 
ing I  went  to  prayer-meeting.  When  I  return- 
ed a  card  was  handed  me,  and  I  was  informed 
that  the  gentleman  awaited  me  in  the  ])arlor. 
With  a  rising  heart  I  read  the  name  to  which 
my  letter  of  the  j)revious  evening  had  been  ad- 
dressed ;  he  was  giving  it  ])rompt  attention. 

The  result  of  my  interview  with  him  was  an 
agreement  on  his  part  to  pay  me  one  hundred 
dollars  per  year  for  my  contributions,  tlie  num- 
ber and  length  to  be  left  to  my  choice. 

"Here  are  twenty-five  dollars,"  ho  said,  as 
he  rose  to  take  his  departure,  "and  remember, 
you  are  to  send  us  an  article  as  it  suits  your  con- 
venience. I  am  sorry  I  can't  offer  you  more  for 
your  very  acceptable  articles,  but  a  daily  polit- 
ical paper  can't  very  well  sustain  a  literary  de- 
partment." 

Twenty-five  dollars!  Here  was  a  chance  to 
take  a  breath ;  but  a  hundred  dollars  would  not 
meet  my  tuition  bills  for  the  year,  and  there 
was  my  board,  beside  other  expenses.  I  was 
not  yet  independent,  but  my  success  was  en- 
couraging. 

My  next  step  was  to  withdraw  from  the  En- 
glish de]jartmcnt  of  the  Seminary,  and  to  pur- 
sue my  English  studies  in  my  room  without  the 
aid  of  a  teacher;  then  I  made  arrangements 
with  the  French  teacher  to  give  her  English  les- 
sons in  return  for  private  tuition  in  French.  By 
these  retrenchments!  should  reduce  my  expenses 
some  twenty-five  dollars  ])er  term.  Through 
my  Latin  recitations  I  continued  my  connec- 
tion with  the  Seminary. 

About  this  time  our  rrincijjal  spoke  to  me 
about  taking  charge  of  two  classes,  one  in  geom- 
etry, the  other  in  spelling,  for  which  it  seemed 
no  teacher  in  the  Seminary  could  find  time. 
Nothing  was  said  by  either  of  us  in  reference  to 
cmpensation  ;  I  thought  that  ])erhaps  my  Latin 
tuition  would  be  given  me  for  my  services.  I 
devoted  an  hour  and  a  half  each  day  to  these 
tv/o  rlasscB,  besides  attending  to  my  own  studies. 
I  did  all  my  own  sewing — I  was  not  able  to  \n\i 
out  any — and  jircpared  a  weekly  article  f«r  pub- 
lication. It  will  be  seen  tliat  I  had  little  time 
for  farther  literary  efforts. 

So  time  passed,  and  the  academic  year  drew 
tr)  a  close.     I  passed  the  examination,  being 


the  successful  competitor  for  the  composition 
prize,  and  was  voted  a  dii)loma. 

And  now  a  serious  disappointment  awaited 
me;  my  bill  was  presented.  Nothing  was  al- 
lowed me  for  my  services  in  teaching  the  two 
classes  before  mentioned,  and  I  was  charged  with 
English  tuition.  Ah !  no  eyes  saw  the  bitter 
tears  which  I  shed  over  that  little  scrap  of  paper. 
IIow  I  had  worked  to  save  that  twenty  dollars  I 
and  here  I  was  unexi)cctedly  called  to  jjny  it.  I 
made  several  resolutions  to  s])eak  of  the  mat- 
ter, but  postponed  the  unpleasant  subject  from 
time  to  time,  and  finally  abandoned  it.  Two 
vears  later  the  mistake  was  discovered  and  recti- 
fied. 

And  now  the  vacation  had  arrived,  I  had  my 
diploma,  and  I  determined  to  seek  a  situation  as 
teacher.  I  natimilly  thought  of  the  Seminary 
in  which  I  had  passed  the  year.  After  some 
negotiating,  I  was  jjlaced  in  charge  of  a  dejiart- 
ment  of  some  twenty  little  girls  from  nine  to 
thirteen  years  of  age,  with  the  vague  promise  in 
reference  to  compensation  that  they  would  do 
as  well  for  me  as  they  could.  I  acknowledge 
that  my  effort  in  this  department  was  not  a 
marked  success. 

As  a  pecuniary  speculation,  an  estimate  may 
be  formed  of  it  from  the  following  facts,  pi'c- 
mising  that  my  relation  with  Mr.  J ,  the  pub- 
lisher, remained  unchanged :  I  purchased  ono 
spring  dress  for  eight  dollars ;  a  bonnet  for  six 
dollars ;  a  jiair  of  gaiters  for  a  dollar  and  a  half; 
a  pair  of  kid  gloves  for  one  dollar ;  gave  three 
dollars  to  the  missionary  cause ;  and  fifty  cents 
toward  a  present  for  our  Princijial's  wife.  I  did 
not  spend  during  the  year  another  penny,  yet 
when  my  account  with  the  Seminary  was  closed 
I  was  four  dollai's  and  seventy-eight  cents  in  irs 
debt. 

Ojiportunitics  for  teaching  in  other  places  of- 
fered, but  I  was  chagrined  at  my  failure  in  the 
Seminary,  and  anxious  to  vindicate  myself.  Tiie 
next  year  I  had  charge  of  the  composition  de- 
partment with  a  few  classes  in  mathematics,  at 
a  fair  salary.  I  think  all  acqiuiinted  with  the 
facts  will  admit  that  my  success  in  this  second 
efibrt  was  unusual.  The  following  year  I  held 
the  same  pleasant  position  with  the  same  salary. 
For  a  third  year  it  was  at  my  dis])osal,  but  I 
chose  a  like  situation  in  another  city. 

During  those  years  of  labor  and  trial  I  had 
heard  nothing  from  Charles.  Time,  the  skillfid, 
kindly  i)hysician  had  done  much  to  soothe,  but 
there  were  memories  associated  with  him  which 
haunted  and  saddened  all  the  days.  At  times  I 
felt  a  glad  sense  of  freedom  in  being  removed 
from  the  scenes  of  my  disa])poiutmeut,  but  offcnor 
I  was  possessed  by  an  unutterable  yearning  to 
revisit  the  i)laces  consecrated  by  my  intercourso 
with  him. 

As  to  my  uncle,  I  received  from  him  during 
the  first  year  of  my  absence  an  occasional  letter 
on  business.  At  the  end  of  that  time  there 
came  a  i)eremj)tory  summons  for  my  return  South, 
with  a  remittance  to  defray  exjicnses.  I  returned 
the  money  with  a  declaration  of  my  independ- 
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ence,  and  the  information  of  my  purpose  to  en- 
gage in  teaching. 

My  residence  at  the  North  had  shown  me  how 
erroneous  the  opinions,  and  baseless  the  preju- 
dices of  the  Southern  peojde  are  in  reference  to 
their  Northern  brethren,  and  my  convictions  I 
endeavored  in  my  letters  to  communicate  to 
some  of  my  Soutliern  friends.  As  mildly  and 
gently  as  possible — for  I  understood  the  depth 
of  their  prejudices  and  the  bitterness  of  their 
hatred — I  told  them  some  truths,  and  endeav- 
ored to  disabuse  their  minds  of  some  errors. 

During  the  three  years  in  which  I  was  engaged 
in  teaching  numerous  efforts  of  various  charac- 
ters were  made  to  procure  my  return  to  the 
South.  In  the  mean  time  the  rebellion  was  in- 
augurated at  Sumter.  We  are  none  of  us  likely 
to  forget  the  hurricane  of  denunciation  from  the 
loyal  press  and  people  which  swept  over  the 
great  North.  It  was  purely  sublime  in  its  might 
and  majesty  so  long  as  its  fury  was  directed 
against  the  ambitious,  informed  politicians,  with 
whom  this  fearful  work  originated.  My  heart 
gave  its  Amen  and  Amen.  I  said  let  them  be 
Anatliema  maranatha.  But  after  a  time  j)eople 
and  press  began  to  indulge  in  a  wholesale,  indis- 
criminate denunciation  of  evei'y  thing  pertaining 
to  the  South.  It  was  Nazareth,  and  no  good 
could  come  out  of  it.  I  frequently  heard  this 
said  in  so  many  words.  Ah  !  I  knew  better.  In 
answer  to  these  things,  honest  faces,  lives  beau- 
tiful and  noble,  and  characters  fair  as  the  morn- 
ing—  the  generous,  the  chivalrous,  the  brave, 
ap]>ealed  to  me  to  speak.  There  were  times 
when  it  seemed  that  to  keep  silence  was  to  be 
false  to  my  absent  friends.  I  used  to  remain 
silent  until  my  heart  was  ready  to  burst  with  its 
scorn  and  indignation  at  the  injustice  and  igno- 
rance which  the  speakers  betrayed  ;  then  I  would 
pour  out  some  vehement  words  of  refutation  or 
apology,  and,  when  opportunity  oftered,  seek  re- 
lief in  tears.  Yet  in  my  calm  moments  I  could 
scarcely  find  it  in  my  heart  to  censure  the  most 
violent.  Theirs  was  but  a  most  righteous  indig- 
nation going  beyond  bounds.  As  far  as  I  was 
personally  concerned  there  was  no  abatement 
of  the  affectionate  courtesy  which  every  where 
met  fno,  and  assurances  of  sympathy  were  fre- 
quent and  repeated. 

In  the  summer  of  18G2  I  received  intelligence 
that  a  party  of  Southern  friends  were  in  Canada 
just  across  the  frontier,  and  desired  a  visit  from 
me.  As  they  sent  tlie  money  to  defray  my  ex- 
penses there  was  nothing  to  ])revent  my  joining 
them,  and  I  gladly  did  so.  There  was  in  the 
party  a  well-known  Confederate  oflficialj  whose 
name  has  figured  in  the  papers.  From  the  fact 
that  all  the  party  were  wearing  false  names  and 
hailing  from  Northern  localities,  and  that  my 
own  arrival  was  registered  under  a  fictitious 
name,  and  from  various  suspicious  movements 
and  remarks,  I  was  persuaded  that  they  were 
not  in  Canada  simply  to  avoid  the  inconven- 
iences of  war,  or  to  escape  the  hardships  of  a 
beleaguered  people.  I  have  since  learned,  what 
I  then  suspected,  that  the  gentlemen  were  on 


business  for  the  Southern  Confederacy.  One  of 
them,  with  his  wife,  was  en  route  for  Europe, 
and  offered  to  defray  my  expenses  if  I  would  ac- 
company them.  This  I  declined,  not  wishing 
to  incur  so  heavy  a  debt  of  obligation. 

Those  of  the  party  who  contemplated  a  return 
to  the  South  exerted  their  powers  of  persuasion 
to  induce  me  to  return  with  them.  It  was  not 
without  some  effort  that  I  resisted  the  pressure 
which  was  brought  to  bear  upon  me  ;  many 
times,  half  ashamed  of  turning  my  back  upon 
the  South,  almost  persuaded  that  I  was  mean 
and  false  in  so  doing,  I  was  on  the  ere  of  yield- 
ing— of  casting  my  lot  with  the  South,  for  bet- 
ter for  worse.  But  however  my  heart  vacil- 
lated my  intellect  was  clear  enough.  I  knew 
the  right  was  not  with  the  South.  Yet  I  re- 
turned from  my  visit  to  my  Southern  friends 
homesick,  my  heart  yearning  over  the  South.  1 
loved  her — loved  her  in  her  pride  and  wicked- 
ness and  suffering  more,  it  seemed  to  me,  than 
ever  before.  In  my  calm,  unprejudiced  m(;- 
ments  I  wished  for  the  triumph  of  the  Northern 
cause*  I  know  I  did.  Y''et  when  the  news  came 
of  a  success  of  the  Federal  arms,  and  I  heard 
the  booming  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells, 
saw  the  waving  of  flags,  and  witnessed  the  re- 
joicings of  the  multitudes,  I  thought  of  my  people 
shamed,  and  defeated^  and  sorrowing,  and  then 
I  doubted  where  my  sympathies  were.  I  knew 
not  whether  to  rejoice  or  weep.  But  I  must  not 
linger  here. 

Shortly  after  the  visit  to  my  friends  above 
mentioned  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
number  whose  husband  had  been  suddenly  called 
to  return  South,  stating  that  she  had  just  learned 
that  my  uncle  was  sinking  with  consumption : 
that  he  could  not  possibly  live  through  another 
winter,  and  was  in  need  of  my  care.  Would  I 
go  to  him  ?  If  so,  meet  her  and  husband  on 
Monday  afternoon  at  N . 

I  had  but  an  hour  in  which  to  make  my  de- 
cision, for  it  was  necessary  if  I  accom])anied 
them  that  I  should  take  the  next  train.  I  sav.- 
a  lonely  old  man  dying  with,  perhaps,  none  to 
minister  to  him,  and  in  a  moment  after  reading 
the  letter,  even  as  I  read  it,  my  heart  pro- 
nounced his  forgiveness.  I  remembered  how 
he  had  through  all  the  helpless  years  of  my 
childhood  provided  for  me,  and  perhaps,  I  ar- 
gued with  myself,  he  consulted  what  he  con- 
sidered my  good  in  breaking  my  engagement 
witli  Charles.  It  did  not  take  me  many  min- 
utes to  decide  that  I  would  go  to  him. 

Some  little  matters  were  arranged,  and  short- 
ly after  I  was  on  my  way  to  my  old  home. 
How  the  journey  was  accomplished,  by  what 
means  the  obstacles  in  our  way  were  surmount- 
ed, I  might,  could  I  speak  with  definiteness, 
consider  myself  in  honor  bound  to  preserA-e  in 
secrecy.  But  these  tilings  are  a  profound  mys- 
tery to  me.  After  some  strange  movements, 
but  without  any  annoying  adventure,  I  found 
myself  amidst  familiar  scenes.  No,  I  recall 
that  phrase.  I  should  never  have  recognized 
the  once  familiar  spots,  they  were  so  changed. 
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The  country  had  been  ravaged  by  two  armies, 
wasted  by  fires  and  guerriUas,  and  scourged  as 
by  a  sirocco.  Twcnty-tlirce  engagements,  of 
more  or  less  importance,  had  taken  ])lacc  within 
a  circuit  of  twenty  miles  of  the  phintation  where 
my  childhood  had  been  passed,  and  one  not  two 
miles  removed.  The  country  Avith  its  deserted 
plantations,  its  tcnantless  negro  cabins  falling 
to  decay,  its  fenceless  gardens  and  fields  over- 
run with  rank  weeds,  all  proclaimed  some  un- 
usual state  of  afiairs.  Go  where  I  would  I  met 
no  young  men,  except  an  occasional  soldier  on 
furlough.  And  the  old  men  were  organized 
into  Home  Guards,  with  their  drills  and  regular 
military  duties.  No  young  woman  or  child  over 
six  years  was  found  who  was  not  a  member  of 
some  military  company. 

I  had  heard  much  of  the  Union  sentiment  at 
the  South.  I  found  no  evidence  of  its  exist- 
ence in  this  locality ;  an  unmitigated  hatred  of 
Northerners,  and  a  determination  to  endure  all 
things  before  surrender,  was  the  universal  senti- 
ment. "  Fighting  to  repel  invasion,"  "Defend- 
ing our  hearth-stones,"  was  the  language  of  ev- 
ery lip. 

Our  homes  and  our  firesides  !  Nothing  will 
rouse  and  fire  a  people  like  that  cry.  The 
watchword  of  our  flag  and  the  Union  are  fire- 
less  in  comparison.  There  are  multitudes  who 
comprehend  nothing  of  tiie  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, to  whom  the  Union  w^as  but  a  sound- 
ing word,  and  the  flag  but  a  patchwork  of  bunt- 
ing. But  when  leaders  cry  "  Our  homes  are  in 
danger:  the  invader  is  upon  us!"  all  understand 
the  call. 

If  my  heart  had  burned  because  of  the  igno- 
rance and  injustice  of  the  Northern  people  con- 
cerning the  South,  the  ignorance  and  injustice 
of  Southerners  toward  the  North  was  enough 
to  make  the  very  stones  cry  out.  And  in  this 
mutual  misunderstanding  between  the  sections 
may,  in  my  opinion,  be  found  the  cause  of  all 
our  troubles.  The  Southern  people  would  nev- 
er have  sustained  their  leaders  in  the  secession 
movement  had  they  not  been  misled  as  to  the 
feeling  of  the  North  concerning  them.  A  sin- 
gle examjjle  will  give  some  idea  of  the  delusion 
prevalent  among  the  people. 

I  was  conversing  carefully  and  cautiously — 
for  I  knew  tliat  in  their  excited  state  an  impru- 
dent word  would  be  like  a  spark  on  their  fresh- 
ly-ginned cotton — on  the  all-absorbing  topic  with 
a  company  of  intelligent  ladies,  when  one  of 
them  asserted  that  before  Fort  Sumter  had 
been  fired  upon  the  churches  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Beechcr's  church  in  Brooklyn,  had  flaming 
placards  above  the  pulpits  headed,  "  Ikauty  and 
Booty,"  containing  a  call  for  men  to  go  South 
— that  tlie  ofliciating  ministers  took  their  texts 
from  the  placards,  and  gave  flaming  harangues, 
which,  eliminated  and  reduced,  meant  that  the 
South  was  to  be  sacked  and  j)illagod,  and  South- 
ern women  given  up  to  outrage.  To  my  indig- 
nant denial  of  this  she  rc})lied  that  Mr.  G 

was  in  Nctw  York  at  tlie  time  and  saw  and  heard 
these  things.     The  said  Mr.  G is  a  New 


Englander  by  birth  and  education.  His  story 
had  received  universal  credence  in  the  place. 
As  I  looked  into  this  woman's  honest  blue  eves 
my  heart  sank.  Not  until  that  day  when  the 
secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  revealed  will  the 
masses  of  the  Southern  people  be  convinced. 

We  have  received  at  the  North  conflictincr 
statements  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  South- 
ern peojjle,  some  accounts  reporting  an  abund- 
ance of  all  necessaries,  while  otliers  would  had 
us  to  believe  that  the  people  are  on  quarter  ra- 
tions. I  can  speak  from  observation  of  a  single 
locality  as  I  found  it  in  the  autumn  of  18G2. 
If  the  North,  with  its  wealth  and  its  numerous 
laborers  and  artisans,  its  open  ports  and  unre- 
stricted commerce,  feels  the  pressure  of  the  iron 
hand  of  war,  how  must  it  be  with  a  people  whose 
fields  and  plantations  are  deserted,  whose  soil  is 
invaded,  and  whose  ports  arc  blockaded?  A 
few  cases  of  which  I  was  cognizant  may  give 
some  idea  of  the  condition  of  affairs. 

Mr.  F ,  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  that 

section  of  the  State,  whose  property  has  been 
estimated  at  nearly  two  millions  some  twelve 
years  since,  had  a  daughter  born  unto  him. 
Two  hours  after  her  birth  he  had  two  hundred 
bottles  of  wine  buried  to  be  used  at  her  mar- 
riage supper.  Last  spring  he  had  it  unearthed 
and  sent  every  bottle  of  it  to  the  hospitals  for  the 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  During  my  stay  at 
the  South  I  dined  at  this  gentleman's  house  by 
invitation.  We  sat  down  to  a  dinner  of  chick- 
en, corn-dodgers,  and  sweet  potatoes.  No  des-. 
sert  and  no  drink,  except  cold  water. 

When  I  was  at  boarding-school  one  of  my 
classmates  had  become  enamored  of  a  black- 
eyed,  mustached  clerk  in  a  shoe-store.  He  had 
a  small,  delicate  hand,  and  -wore  the  daintiest 
of  boots — "the  eunningest  things  in  the  world," 
she  used  to  say.  On  the  contrary  she  wore 
gaiters  number  five ;  but  once  in  five  weeks  she 
would  purchase  of  her  clerk  a  pair  of  number 
one  gaiters.  Arrived  at  the  Seminary,  not  be- 
ing able  to  wear  them,  she  would  present  them 
to  some  girl  who  was  fortunate  in  possessing  a 
smaller  foot.  Yet  this  girl,  who  could  afi'ord  to 
give  away  twenty-five  dollars'  worth  of  gaiters 
per  year  for  the  sake  of  creating  the  impression 
in  a  single  mind  that  she  had  a  small  foot,  I 
saw  wearing  a  ])air  of  shoes  of  her  own  manu- 
facture made  of  her  brother's  old  coat,  and  put 
to  soles  cut  from  the  legs  of  his  cast-off  boots. 

The  last  case  I  shall  mention  is  that  of  a  gen- 
tleman, who,  it  was  said  with  his  little  daughter, 
was  living  on  a  ])lantation  with  nothing  to  cat 
exce])t  ash-cakes,  as  the  negroes  call  them. 
These  are  made  of  Indian  meal  solely,  and  wet 
into  a  dongii  with  water.  This  is  moulded  into 
a  cake  about  the  circumference  of  a  tea-plate,  a 
spot  in  the  fire-])lace  is  cleared  of  ashes,  on 
which  the  little  mound  of  dough  is  deposited, 
its  greatest  elevation  being  some  three  inches. 
This  is  then  covered  with  warm  ashes,  coals  are 
hea])ed  on  the  top,  and  it  is  left  to  bake  or  roast 
some  fi)rty  minutes.  It  is  then  taken  from  it.- 
bed,  the  ashes  brushed  off  as  thoroughly  as  ])os- 
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sible,  when  it  is  well  washed  in  clean  hot  water. 
The  result  is  a  cake  of  delicious  flavor  and  sweet- 
ness, a  piece  of  which,  surreptitiously  conveyed 
to  me  by  some  colored  sympathizer,  used  to  de- 
light my  childish  heart  more  than  Mrs.  Patter- 
son's most  delicate  pastry.  This  man  lost  his 
right  arm  in  some  engagement,  and  was  dis- 
charged from  the  rebel  service.  During  his  ab- 
sence his  slaves  had  run  away  en  masse.  There 
were  over  a  thousand  acres  of  land  in  his  plant- 
ation, yet  the  only  living  he  could  afford  was  as 
above  mentioned.  The  following  anecdote  is 
told  of  this  man.  At  seventeen  he  enlisted 
without  the  consent  of  his  parent  or  guardian 
for  the  Mexican  campaign.  He  wrote  to  his 
mother,  a  wealthy  widow,  for  money.  She 
sent  him  three  hundred  dollars  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  his  departure  for  tlie  seat  of  Avar.  In- 
dignant at  the  small  amount,  with  childish  im- 
patience and  spitefulness  he  chewed  up  the 
bills  and  spit  them  as  far  as  his  indignant  lips 
and  tongue  could  send  the  mass. 

I  could  multiply  such  cases  as  the  above,,  but 
I  must  return  to  my  story. 

I  found  that  the  story  of  my  uncle's  illness 
was  much  exaggerated ;  indeed,  that  it  was  but 
little  better  than  a  ruse  to  procure  my  return. 
He  had  a  cough,  it  is  true ;  but  I  found  him 
Captain  of  a  company  of  Home  Guards,  and 
working  day  and  night  for  "the  Cause."  The 
rebellion  seemed  to  have  waked  him  from  his 
selfish  repose.  I  was  chagrined  at  the  imposi- 
tion which  had  been  practiced  upon  me ;  but  I 
did  not  regret  the  opportunity  of  revisiting  my 
friends,  and  of  ascertaining  for  myself,  amidst 
the  contradictory  accounts,  something  of  the 
feeling  among  the  people. 

By  one  of  those  inexplicable  coincidences 
which  transpire  in  almost  every  life,  and  which 

startle  and  awe,  Charles  B •,  on  furlough 

from  the  rebel  army,  was  visiting  for  the  first 
time,  since  his  unexplained  departure,  the  home 
where  I  had  first  known  him.  I  knew  nothing 
of  his  presence  in  the  place  until  I  accidentally 
met  him  at  the  house  of  a  friend.  1  pass  over 
the  manner  of  our  meeting  as  well  as  other  par- 
ticulars of  this  unexpected  interview  after  a  sep- 
aration covering  five  years.  I  was  then  made 
acquainted  with  the  measures  which  my  uncle 
had  taken  to  separate  two  loving  hearts.  I  was 
sur])ri3ed  at  the  revelation  ;  his  course  was  such 
as  I  should  never  have  anticipated  from  my 
knowledge  of  his  character. 

When  Charles  asked  me  to  marry  him  I  did 
not  hesitate  a  moment.  I  was  of  age,  there 
was  no  one  then  to  interpose.  I  remembered 
that  he  was  a  rebel ;  but  I  couldn't  make  it 
cause  any  difference  in  my  feeling  for  him.  I 
listened  to  my  heart  alone,  and  that  called  for 
him.  He  wished  to  have  our  union  consum- 
mated at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  before 
my  uncle  should  learn  of  his  presence  in  the  vil- 
lage. So  the  very  next  day  I  stood  up  with  him, 
though  he  wore  the  rebel  uniform,  and  prom- 
ised to  love  and  honor  him  till  death  should  us 
part.     Thank  God  that  I  did  so. 


A  period  of  happiness  for  fifty  days,  despite 
my  uncle's  disj^leasure,  followed  our  marriage ; 
and  then,  my  husband's  furlough  having  expired, 
he  bade  me  farewell  and  rejoined  his  regiment. 
Then  came  months  of  anxiety  relieved  by  fre- 
quent letters  breathing  the  deepest  love  to  me, 
and  for  the  South  a  zeal  as  unfaltering  and  as 
unquestioning  as  that  which  animated  Marion 
and  his  men.  Of  course  I  read  with  avidity  all 
the  war  news  that  came  within  my  reach ;  North- 
ern papers  frequently  fell  into  my  hands.  I  had 
occasion  to  remark  that  in  most  engagements 
both  sides  claimed  a  victory  more  or  less  de- 
cided. 

One  day  the  dispatches  brought  the  tidings 
of  a  desperate  battle  having  been  fought,  in 
which  my  husband's  regiment  was  engaged.  I 
was  locked  in  my  room  all  that  day,  with  my 
heart  torn  and  divided  in  its  desires.  I  did  not 
wish  the  Southern  cause  to  triumph.  I  had  no 
question  now  as  to  where  my  sympathies  lay. 
But  that  day  I  could  scarcely  bear  to  think  of 
my  husband  as  among  the  defeated.  In  my 
hopeful  nature  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  any 
thing  worse  than  defeat  could  overtake  him. 

After  a  few  days  of  anxious  waiting  we  had 
some  reliable  intelligence  in  reference  to  the 
battle.  I  had  gone  out  to  the  gate  and  stood 
leaning  on  the  fence,  waiting  for  the  news-boy. 
I  was  thinking  that  when  the  Union  should  be 
restored — as  I  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  some 
day — I  should  persuade  Charles  to  go  North, 
or,  if  he  should  be  forced  to  leave  his  country, 
I  thought  of  Canada;  that  we  would  settle  just 
across  the  lines,  where  I  could  sometimes  see 
my  Northern  friends.  They  would  love  him, 
for  he  was  noble ;  and  he,  cured  of  his  errors 
and  prejudices  against  the  North,  would  love 
those  who  had  honored  and  fostered  his  wife. 

My  reverie  was  interrupted  by  the  news-boy's 
whistling  "Away  down  South  in  Dixie."  He 
handed  me  a  paper  over  the  palings,  and  went 
on.  I  remember  looking  after  him,  and  think- 
ing that  he  probably  had  a  father  or  "big  broth- 
er" in  the  army,  whose  old  soldier-clothes  he 
was  wearing  :  for  his  pants  were  very  long  in 
the  seat  and  very  short  in  the  legs,  and  both 
they  and  his  coat  were  very  baggy.  Then  I 
opened  the  paper  and  turned,  of  course,  to  the 
telegrams.  The  Confederates  had  been  driven 
from  the  field,  leaving  their  slain  and  wounded 
in  the  hands  of  the  Federals.  Then  came  that 
dark  and  bloody  record,  which  the  stranger  can 
run  over  so  carelessly,  but  which  women  who 
have  loved  ones  in  the  ranks  read  with  a  fear- 
ful dread.  I  ran  over  it,  thinking  I  might  find 
a  familiar  name ;  it  met  me  in  my  husband's — 
"Killed." 

I  do  not  know  just  what  I  did  and  said  when 
this  thunder-bolt  burst  upon  me.  I  should  not 
write  it  here  for  the  public  eye  could  I  recall 
every  particular.  Let  the  writers  of  fiction  dis- 
play their  skill  at  dissecting  the  human  heart 
and  in  analyzing  a  sorrow.  I  choose  to  be  for- 
ever silent  concerning  those  days  of  anguish. 

I  found  numerous  comforters,  the  burden  of 
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whose  condolence  was  that  my  husband  had 
fallen  in  a  holy  cause.  "  Miserable  comforters 
are  ye  all  I"'  was  the  answer  of  rny  heart.  One 
day  my  scorn  burst  forth.  "It  is  not  true !"  I 
exclaimed,  with  passionate  impatience.  "  It  is 
not  a  holy  cause  to  wliich  he  has  been  sacrificed. 
;My  husband  was  honest,  but  he  was  deceived. 
The  South  is  du])ed,  and  will  be  brought  to 
shame.  Your  leaders — "  I  checked  myself, 
remembering  too  late  that  such  language  tliere 
was  treason. 

From  that  time  I  was  conscious  of  being  the 
object  of  distrust,  and  felt  a  relentless  espion- 
age pursuing  and  overshadowing  me.  My  warm- 
est friends  cut  me  to  the  heart  with  their  cold- 
ness. If  I  went  out  it  was  to  feel  that  the  fin- 
ger of  scorn  was  leveled  at  me,  and  that  the 
eyes  of  persecutors  were  upon  me.  There  can 
be  nothing  worse  than  the  desolation  I  felt  then. 
I  should  have  wished  to  die  but  for  the  sweet 
hope  of  solace  and  love  which  centred  in  my 
unborn  babe.  In  that  was  my  comfort.  I  count- 
ed the  days  whicli  must  elapse  before  the  desired 
event,  and  each  morning  jealously  deducted  the 
past  day. 

The  time  was  at  length  accomplished,  and  a 
winsome,  helpless  baby  lay  in  my  bosom.  I 
had  wished  for  a  boy,  whom  I  could  call  Char- 
lie ;  but  they  brought  me  instead  a  baby-girl, 
with  dainty  limbs  and  a  noble  head,  and  eyes 
so  like  her  fother's  that  I  cried  until  I  thought 
I  sliould  never  cease  crying.  I  teased  them  to 
let  me  keep  the  baby  in  my  arms  the  first  night, 
for  I  was  not  very  sick  ;  so,  while  all  the  others 
slept,  I  waked  and  watched  with  my  darling  with 
a  deeper  happiness  in  my  heart  than  had  ever 
been  there  before.  There  was  a  love  in  my 
bosom  which  I  knew  to  be  deathless  for  my  or- 
phaned girl.  I  said  then — oh  !  so  honestly  and 
so  believingly — that  I  could  never  have  a  feel- 
ing of  impatience,  or  anger,  or  weariness  toward 
my  baby ;  tliat  I  should  always  be  good  for  her 
sake ;  that  I  would  strive  to  eradicate  every 
thing  from  my  nature  that  was  not  noble  and 
beautiful ;  that  I  would  consecrate  every  hour 
of  my  life  to  her.  As  soon  as  I  was  able  I 
should  begin  to  bathe  and  dress  her.  No  me- 
nial hands  should  rob  me  of  the  sweet  labor. 
From  me  she  should  learn  to  walk  and  talk ; 
and  when  the  time  came  there  was  a  world  of 
happiness  for  me  in  the  training  of  her  mind 
and  character.  I  thought  it  all  out  that  night 
as  I  lay  there  Avith  my  baby  softly  sleeping  in 
my  arms.  That  was,  despite  my  loneliness  and 
helplessness,  the  SAveetGst,  happiest  night  I  CA'cr 
spent. 

I  had  received  the  necessary  attention  during 
my  sickness,  because  a  woman  in  cliild-birth  is 
an  ai)peal  to  every  other  woman.  But  when  I 
grew  convalescent  I  was  conscious  of  tlie  old 
coldness,  and  I  felt  that  I  must  get  away  from 
the  stifling  atmosphere.  As  before,  the  star  of 
hope  and  j^romisc  hovered  in  tlie  North.  So, 
when  we  were  able,  baby  and  I,  I  went  to  a  friend 
who  had  influence  in  high  Government  circles, 
and  through  his  assistance  succeeded  in  reach- 


ing Wilmington,  North  Carolina.    The  English 

steamer,  the  C ,  was  lying  in  port,  and  the 

rumor  was  prevalent  that  she  was  taking  in  a 
cargo  preparatory  to  running  the  blockade.  I 
consulted  a  tried  Confederate  official,  and  by 
his  advice  and  through  his  agency  I  found  my- 
self a  passenger  on  the  G ,  a  long,  low,  side- 
wheel  steamer  of  great  power.  I  found  some 
thirty  passengers  on  board,  three  of  whom  were 
bound  for  Europe,  the  others  for  the  Northern 
States  and  Bermuda.  It  was  currently  believed 
on  board  that  one  of  the  three  above  mentioned 
was  a  courier  bearing  dispatches.  The  steamer 
had  a  cargo  of  450  bales  of  cotton,  several  box- 
es of  tobacco,  and  a  few  barrels  of  turpentine. 

I  felt  lonely  enough  amidst  the  strange  faces 
which  met  me  on  every  side ;  then,  too,  I  was 
naturally  anxious  for  the  result  of  this  new 
movement.  The  utmost  cheerfulness  and  ap- 
parent freedom  from  apprehension  prevailed 
among  crew  and  passengers.  If  our  captain 
I  had  expected  to  get  to  sea  without  attracting 
I  the  attention  of  the  blockaders  he  was  doomed 
'  to  disaj)pointmeiit.  We  had  scarcely  got  under 
way  when  the  heavy  boom !  boom !  boom !  of 
the  Federal  guns  smote  to  our  hearts  the  pres- 
ence of  danger. 

"No  damage  done  yet;  the  firing  is  too 
high  ;  shots  go  over  her  masts,"  were  the  words 
which  were  soon  passing  from  mouth  to  mouth. 
Even  as  they  were  on  our  lii)S  the  thunder  of 
cannon  was  again  in  our  ears,  and  the  steamer 
quivered  from  bow  to  stern. 

"Three  men  are  knocked  down,  the  windlass 
is  broken,  and  the  bulwarks  are  torn  away!" 
was  now  the  information  which  anxious  men 
retailed. 

Boom  !  boom  !  boom  !  The  firing  was  thick 
and  fast ;  our  steamer  bellowed  and  shrieked 
like  some  wounded  monster,  but  moved  straight 
onward,  piling  the  waters  rigiit  and  left.  Boom ! 
boom!  again,  and  a  shot  came  whizzing  direct- 
ly through  the  cabin,  two  feet  above  water-mark, 
creating  a  commotion  among  crockery  and  chan- 
deliers. I  hugged  my  baby  closer.  It  seemed 
as  though  wings  had  been  lent  our  steamer,  so 
arrow -like  were  her  movements.  "We  are 
gaining  on  our  pursuers ;  the  distance  between 
us  is  steadily  widening ;  the  shot  fall  far  in  our 
wake!"  was  the  welcome  intelligence  which 
was  being  rapidly  telegraphed  from  one  to  an- 
other ;  when  suddenly  the  welkin  rang  with  a 
shout  of  triumph  from  our  victorious  steamer. 
We  had  successfully  run  the  blockade ! 

We  made  the  voyage  from  Wilmington  to 
Halifax  in  four  days  and  twenty  hours.     As  we 

came  in  sight  of  the  latter  ])lace  the  G ran 

up  the  Confederate  flag  amidst  the  shouts  of  the 
passengers.  She  rode  gallantly  into  port,  greeted 
by  the  huzzas  of  the  multitude  that  thronged  the 
wharf. 

Eager  for  a  re-union  with  my  friends  at  an 

early  day,  I  took  jjassnge  on  the  C ,  which 

cleared  for  Boston.  There  were  some  English 
gentlemen  and  several  Canadians  on  board, 
among  whom   the  American  war,  the  acts  of 
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the  Administmtion,  and  kindred  topics,  were 
frequently  discussed.  Military  arrests,  the  re- 
strictions upon  the  press  and  upon  the  speech 
of  the  people,  the  excited  feeling  at  the  North, 
were  dwelt  upon  at  large.  From  these  things 
doubts  bcran  to  enter  my  mind  as  to  the  recep- 
tion I  should  meet  from  my  Northern  friends 
and  acquaintances.  What  welcome  could  I 
expect  from  them  when  I  was  weeping  behind 
my  sable  veil  for  a  rebel  ?  How  did  I  dare  go 
to  those  who  had  given  their  dear  ones  to  crush 
the  rebellion,  while  their  graves  were  yet  fresh, 
and  ask  them  to  countenance  and  aid  the  widow 
and  child  of  a  rebel  ?  Would  they  believe  me 
when  I  should  tell  them  that  my  love  for  the  old 
flag  is  stronger  than  ever,  and  that  my  prayers 
follow  the  Federal  arms?  And  even  if  those 
who  know  me  best  should  trust  and  sustain  me, 
will  not  others  be  found  ready  Avith  the  cry  of 
*' traitor"  and  "spy?"  All  the  intolerant  are 
not  of  the  South. 

So  the  questionings  and  doubts  grew  imtil,  to 
my  lonely  and  dispirited  heart,  the  world  not 
only  appeared  cold  and  without  a  friendly  face, 
but  arrest  and  imprisonment  for  myself  and  des- 
titution for  my  child  seemed  imminent. 

The  nearer  I  approached  my  destination  the 
more  I  doubted,  and  the  greater  was  my  shrink- 
ing from  a  meeting  with  my  former  friends ; 

and  when  the  cars  stopped  at ,  I  stepped 

off,  many  miles  short  of  my  original  destination. 
Estranged  friends  I  did  not  wish  again  to  en- 
counter. I  could  not  settle  down  in  idleness. 
Economize  as  I  would,  my  slender  purse  would 
soon  be  empty  unless  replenished.  How  could  this 
be  accomplished  ?  My  baby  was  at  such  an  age 
that  I  could  not  go  into  the  school-room  even  if 
I  could  have  obtained  a  teacher's  situation  in  a 
strange  place.  I  naturally  thought  of  my  pen. 
I  was  soon  at  work  on  a  story — a  very  quiet, 
simple  story  about  a  young  soldier  who  died  at 
Fortress  Monroe.  I  wrote  at  odd  moments  while 
my  baby  slept,  or  as  she  lay  on  the  bed  looking 
at  her  little  hands,  and  softly  cooing  her  ad- 
miration of  her  dainty  pink  fingers.  I  used  to 
watch  the  clock,  and  I  don't  think  I  ever  se- 
cured fifteen  consecutive  minutes  for  my  writ- 
ing, except  when  baby  slept,  and  she  seldom  in 
the  day  slept  half  an  hour.  Every  few  moments 
I  was  obliged  to  throw  aside  my  pen — in  the 
middle  of  a  sentence,  perhaps,  and  just  as  I  was 
becoming  engaged  with  my  thought,  and  felt 
that  I  was  expressing  it  with  some  felicity. 
There  would  be  an  interruption  of  an  hour  or 
two  ;  and  when  I  returned  to  my  writing,  cold 
and  weary,  I  felt  that  all  warmth  and  enthusiasm 
were  gone.  Often  I  had  lost  the  word  or  illus- 
tration, and  sometimes  the  thought  itself  had 
escaped  me. 

But  the  story  was  at  length  completed.  Then 
I  borrowed  a  little  carriage  from  a  neighbor, 
and  having  tucked  baby  in  it,  she  and  I  went  to 
the  post-office.  When  we  arrived  there  she  was 
asleep,  so  I  left  the  carriage  on  the  sidewalk 
while  I  ran  in  and  got  the  MS.  weighed.  Twen- 
ty-three cents  was  the  postage  on  it,  and  a  very 


large  sum  it  seemed,  as  I  took  it  from  my  scanty 
purse.  I  hadn't  learned  the  new  postal  regula- 
tion concerning  MSS.  passing  between  publish- 
ers and  authors.  I  mailed  the  story  to  the  ed- 
itor of  a  Philadelphia  magazine. 

Every  few  days  I  drew  baby  to  the  Post-office. 
It  was  ten  days  before  I  heard  from  my  story. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  as  I  inquired  at  the  lit- 
tle square  office-window,  I  saAV  the  clerk,  as  he 
ran  over  the  letters,  pause  at  a  huge  document 
in  a  yellow  envelope.  My  heart  sank ;  I  felt 
that  my  story  had  been  returned. 

"  Where  are  you  expecting  letters  from  ?"  he 
asked. 

"From  Philadelphia,"  I  replied,  remember- 
ing, Avith  a  lonely  kind  of  feeling,  that  I  had  no 
correspondents  elsewhere.  He  handed  me  the 
package ;  I  put  it  in  my  dress-pocket  and  left  the 
office. 

"Little  darling!"  I  murmured,  as  I  stopped 
to  tuck  the  shawls  around  baby  before  starting 
home  with  her ;  ' '  we  must  look  somcAvhere  else. " 

When  I  reached  an  obscure  street  I  drew  the 
carriage  to  one  side,  and  taking  the  rejected  MS. 
from  my  pocket,  Avith  a  feeling  of  pity  for  the 
poor  slighted  thing,  I  broke  the  seal.  I  found 
a  kind,  courteous  letter  from  the  editor,  Avhich 
brought  the  quick  tears  to  my  eyes.  The  story 
Avas  Avritten  AA'ith  feeling  and  ability,  he  said; 
but,  OAving  to  the  stringency  of  the  times,  he  AA'as 
restricted  by  the  publishers  in  his  purchase  of 
MSS.,  and  Avas  compelled  to  return  my  story. 

Being  ignorant,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  ncAV 
postal  bill,  and  feeling  that  I  could  not  afford  to 
throAv  aw^y  postage-stamps,  my  next  move  Avas 
to  address  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  a  New  York 
paper,  inquiring  if  they  had  room  for  ncAv  con- 
tributions, proAndcd,  of  course,  there  Avas  merit 
in  them.  In  a  fcAv  days  I  received  a  printed  re- 
ply, to  the  effect  that  they  had  all  the  matter  on 
hand  Avhich  they  could  possibly  use  (I  do  not 
belicA'C  they  said  through  all  time),  and  conclud- 
ing Avith,  "We  hercAvith  return  your  MS." — not 
quite  applicable  in  my  case,  it  seemed  to  me, 
since  I  had  sent  no  MS. 

A  few  days  after  I  mailed  the  story  to  anoth- 
er Philadelphia  magazine,  Avith  a  note  stating 
that  the  editor  of  so  and  so  had  been  pleased  to 
express  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  story.  A  fcAv 
days  brought  me  a  letter  from  some  member  of 
the  editorial  corps,  acknoAvledging  receipt  of 
MS.,  complaining  of  the  deluge  of  contributions 
Avith  Avhich  they  Avere  afflicted,  and  concluding 
Avith  the  question,  "Why  did  not  Mr, ac- 
cept it  ?"  By  the  next  mail  I  sent  stamps  to 
pay  return  postage. 

Somewhat  discouraged  by  these  repeated  fail- 
ures, a  few  days  of  irresolution  succeeded.  Dur- 
ing this  time  I  met  with  the  statement  that,  oav- 
ing  to  the  hard  times,  many  of  the  best  Avriters 
in  America  Avere  out  of  employment.  If  this 
Avas  true,  it  AA'as,  I  decided,  most  ridiculous  for 
me,  who  had  no  name,  perhaps  deserA-ed  none, 
to  expect  success.  It  AA'as  folly  for  me  to  attempt 
to  Ha'C  by  my  pen  :  I  had  no  gift,  no  talent ;  my 
vanity  had  led  me  astray.     So  I  Avent  to  Avork 
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one  day,  and  prepared  a  package  for  the  flames. 
I  put  into  it  all  my  published  articles,  and  all 
MSS.  prepared  for  publication  ;  all  those  de- 
lightful com])linientary  notices  I  had  so  careful- 
ly cut  from  the  jjajjcrs  publishing  or  copying  my 
articles ;  all  the  letters  I  had  received  encour- 
aging or  commending  my  elVorts — all  so  dear  to 
me  once.  I  had  condemned  them  to  be  burned 
as  a  meet  punisimient  for  the  deception  they  had 
so  long  i)racticed  upon  me  ;  but  their  familiar, 
loved  faces  made  such  an  appeal  that  I  com- 
muted their  punishment  to  imprisonment.  So 
I  deposited  them  at  the  very  bottom  of  an  old 
trunk,  under  books  and  boxes,  etc. 

That  niglit  my  baby  was  attacked  with  in- 
flammation of  the  brain.  Then  came  M'cary 
days  and  nights  of  watching  and  agonizing  sus- 
pense. With  medicines,  and  the  doctor's  bill, 
and  fuel,  and  lights,  there  was  a  fearful  drain 
on  my  purse.  Every  few  days  I  would  steal  off 
and  count  over  its  pitiful  contents ;  for  I  thought 
I  should  probably  lose  my  baby,  and  I  could  not 
endure  that  her  little  grave  should  be  in  the  Pot- 
ters' Field. 

But  my  baby  was  spared  me,  and  I  felt  strong 
again  for  work.  I  began  to  think  of  asking  for 
work  at  the  shops,  for  something  which  I  could 
do  at  home ;  for  I  would  not  listen  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  leaving  my  baby  to  the  care  of  oth- 
ers. 

A  few  weeks  since  an  old  number  of  Harper's 
Magazine  fell  into  my  hands,  in  Avhich  the  ed- 
itor invited  contributions,  and  promised  to  read 


and  pronounce  upon  them.  I  somehow  felt  en- 
couraged by  the  kindly  tone  to  make  another 
effort.  I  resurrected  my  story,  and  re-read  it, 
pen  in  hand,  now  dotting  an  i  or  crossing  a  i, 
and  now  making  some  change  in  the  ])unctua- 
tion,  or  altering  the  structure  of  a  sentence. 
The  three  introductory  ])ages  I  rewrote;  they 
were  flctitious,  and  seemed  cold  and  formal  as 
I  read  them  with  a  secret  fear  that  the  editor 
might  condemn  the  story  before  getting  through 
with  them.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  I  mail- 
ed the  story  to  Harper's  Mufjazine.  I  stated  in 
the  beginning  that  it  was  returned. 

I  thought  I  would  tell  you  why  I  wrote  that 
story  ;  that  I  would  like  to  have  you  know  that 
I  was  writing  that  I  might  live,  and  that  I  might 
keep  my  baby  with  me.  I  fear  that  I  have  made 
my  story  toe  long,  and  that  it  teems  with  faults. 
But  think  how  it  has  been  written:  a  line  at  one 
time,  a  half-dozen  lines  at  another.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  get  off  more  than  a  half-page  of  MS. 
without  an  interruption.  I  have  sometimes  writ- 
ten with  my  baby  on  one  knee,  re?iching  for  my 
pen  and  paper.  I  used  to  think  that  if  I  could 
dress  her  up,  and  lay  her  away  on  a  shelf,  as  I 
used  to  do  with  my  doll,  for  a  single  morning,  so 
that  I  could  give  all  my  mind  to  my  writing, 
that  I  might  accomplish  something  worthy  your 
acceptance. 

You  may  say  that,  circumstanced  as  I  am,  I 
should  not  attempt  the  part  of  an  author ;  that 
I  should  seek  a  livelihood  by  other  means.  What 
means  ?     I  ask  beseechingly.     What  can  I  do  ? 
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IN  ONE   OR  MORE  CHAPTERS  AND  SEVERAL   SUB-CHAPTERS. 


Chapter  I.— WASHINGTON. 

"  nnHANK  Heaven,  there's  no  particular  way 
I  to  spell  in  Scotch  !"  So  said  Davie  Tait, 
in  writing  from  "Auld  chuckle  Keekie,"  Edin- 
boro',  to  his  douce  wife  in  the  "kintra,"  as  he 
nearly  foundered  on  the  ugly  snag  of  an  English 
polysyllable.  Thank  Heaven,  say  I,  that  a  chap- 
ter has  no  particular  length.  It  may  fill  half  a 
volume,  or  it  may  consist  of  half  a  dozen  lines. 
Nay,  I  remember  that  Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lyt- 
ton,  in  his  "What  will  he  do  with  It?"  has  a 
chapter  (Book  III.,  Chapter  III.)  which,  title  and 
all,  contains  only  two  words,  viz. : 

"  Dcnouemint.     Poodle." 

Arid  who  that  has  read  Southey's  delightful 
"  Doctor"  can  forget  his  famous  one- word  chap- 
ter, and  that  word, 

"  Ballibooribanginorribo  ?" 

But  an  ingenious  Yankee  has  excelled  both 
Southey  and  Bulwer  in  both  wit  and  "brevity, 
which  is  the  soul  of  wit." 

While  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  was  still  an  open  question  a  wealthy  Ab- 
olitionist offered  a  handsome  j)rizc  for  the  best 
essay,    of  moderate   size,    against   annexation. 


ti/pe  newspaper,  but  better  known  in  the  literary 
republic  as  the  translator  of  La  Fontaine's  fa- 
bles, annoimced  that  the  prize  had  been  award- 
ed to  an  essay  which  consisted,  as  this  article 
of  mine  is  to  consist,  of  tiro  chapters,  but  which, 
very  unlike  this  article  of  mine,  was  composed 
of  but  two  words,  viz.  : 


Chapter  I. 
Chapter  II. 


Tex-ns. 
Tax-es. 


I  am  resolved  that  my  article  on  Homoeopathy 
shall  consist  of  two  chapters — two  doses  would, 
perliaps,  be  the  more  appropriate  term,  consider- 
ing the  nature  of  the  subject ;  but  what  will  be 
the  length  of  either  I  will  hazard  no  prophecy. 
One  may  be  long — a  sort  of  Al/opat/rlc  dose — 
and  the  other  short  and  sweet,  like  a  Homnco- 
])athic  pellet ;  or,  as  Artemus  Ward  might  say, 
vice  versa.  One  thing,  however,  is  fixed  "as 
firm  as  Ailsa  rock,"  and  that  is,  that  my  first 
chapter  shall  begin  in  Salem,  proceed  to  Boston^ 
and  conclude  in  Washiiifitoji.  Like  the  parson 
who  took  for  his  text  "  the  flesh,  the  world,  and 
the  devil,"  and  informed  liis  astonished  audience 
that  he  shoidd  "  dwell  briefly  in  the  flesh,  pass 
ra])idly  over  the  world,  and  hasten  as  fast  as  he 


Some  wag,  and  I  think  it  was  my  old  friend    could  to  the  devil,"  I  announce  this  threefold 
Elizur  Wright,  then  editor  of  the  Boston  Clirono-    division  of  Chajjter  I. 
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In  his  Avitty  way  the  poet  Burns  asserts  of 
something  true  that  it's 

"As  sure's  the  deil's  in  hdl 
Or  Dublin  city." 

That  Washington  resembles  Dublin  in  at  least 
one  particular,  I  think  that  no  expert,  be  he 
Homoeopath  or  Allopath,  will  venture  to  deny. 

With  this  brief  '■'■dock  an^  dorraclC  I  begin  my 
narrative  excursion,  starting  from 

SALEM. 

In  Salem,  then,  and  in  the  counting-room  of 
that  honest  man,  "merchant  prince,"  and  true 
Christian,  the  late  Michael  Shcpard,  let  this  his- 
tory commence.  Mr.  Shepard  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  East  India  commerce,  particularly 
with  that  other  "merchant  prince,"  the  Imaum 
of  Muscat,  royal  in  rank,  and  almost  as  royal  in 
character  as  his  Salem  compeer.  It  was  he  who 
sent,  through  Mr.  Shepard,  to  President  Van 
JBuren,  certain  Arabian  horses  of  the  highest  no- 
b.'lity  of  equine  blood;  and  to  Mr.  Shepard  liim- 
sei'f  he  was  ever  transmitting  the  pleasantest  test- 
imonials of  his  regard — sometimes  in  the  shape 
of  Mocha  coffee  that  my  mouth  waters  over  as  I 
remember  its  rare  flavor  and  sapor;  sometimes 
in  the  form  of  dates  so  delicious  that  even  ' '  la- 
dies ot  uncertain  age,"  to  whom  all  common 
dates  are  dreadful,  might  love  to  hear  them 
named.  In  short,  the  Imaum,  "may  his  shad- 
ow never  be  less!"  was  a  very  clever  fellow. 

Prosperity  did  not  harden  Mr,  Slicpard's  heart. 
He  always  took  a  personal  and  affectionate  in- 
terest in  every  ofHcer  who  sailed  his  ships,  and 
in  every  man  whom  those  officers  commanded. 
Those  who  serred  liim  faithfull}'-  served  him 
long  ;  the  best  the  longest.  Be  he  captain,  with 
Caucasian  fairness  of  complexion,  or  cook,  with 
the  burned  skin  of  Ethiopia,  Mr.  Shepard  watch- 
ed over  his  welfare  with  paternal  vigilance,  re- 
membering the  far-off  sailor,  and  not  forgetting 
the  dear  ones  whom  he  left  behind. 

Among  these  objects  of  Mr.  Shepard's  regard 
Avas  an  old  negro,  who  had  sailed  for  many  years 
and  many  voyages  in  his  employment  as  cook 
and  steward.  We  will  call  him  Cato ;  Scipio, 
Ciesar,  or  Cato,  it  makes  no  difference  which. 
I  beg  his  pardon,  with  all  my  heart,  for  having 
forgotten  his  real  name  ;  and  among  the  classic 
pseudonyms  I  have  no  choice  : 

"Tros,  Tyriiiave,  nullo  mihi  discrimine  habebo." 
And  so  we  will  call  this  Ethiop  Cato. 

Is  it  not  odd  that  the  old  Greeks  and  Romans, 
from  Homer  to  Ovid,  should  have  fancied  that 
the  negro  complexion  was  occasioned  by  that 
rash  boy  Phaeton's  driving  the  Chariot  of  the 
Sun  too  near  the  Equinoctial,  and  thus  roasting 
the  natives  into  perpetual  blackness  ? 

"Sanguine  tunc  credunt  in  coipore  summa  vocato 
-^thiopum  popul03  nigrum  ti"<'^xisse  colorem!" 

Let  no  hasty  reader  imagine  from  my  seem- 
ingly vagrant  course  of  narrative  that  I,  like 
Phaeton,  have  lost  my  way,  or  can  not  guide 
the  frisky  steeds  of  my  memory  or  imagination. 
I  know  the  path  and  whither  it  leads,  and  will 
now  return  to  the  highway  of  my  story. 

In  an  hour  of  weakness  Cato  was  tempted  to 


smuggle,  and  attempted  to  smuggle  homeward 
a  bale  of  brilliant  Madras  handkerchiefs;  and 
a  baleful  speculation  did  they  prove  to  him. 
The  custom-house  officials  at  Salem  were  too 
vigilant  for  the  success  of  Cato's  enterprise. 
The  handkerchiefs  were  seized,  and  so  was  he. 
Greatly  to  his  surprise,  Cato  found  himself 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  defendant  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court,  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Shepard  and  another 
Salem  merchant  became  his  sureties. 

My  late  lamented  friend,  Robert  Rantoul, 
Jun.,  of  Beverly,  was  then  the  United  States 
District  Attorney ;  a  man  whom  I  knew  w^cll 
and  loved  much,  and  whose  sudden  death  I 
mourned  with  such  tears  as  men  seldom  shed 
over  any  but  their  own  flesh  and  blood  ;  a  man 
of  rare  natural  endowments,  and  of  acquisitions 
still  more  rare  ;  one  of  the  illustrious  Essex 
County  Three  —  Choate,  Gushing,  Rantoul; 
and  by  no  means  the  least  of  the  three — brave, 
honest,  true,  and,  like  Bayard  himself,  "  sans 
peur^  et  sans  reproche ;"  and  who  was  struck 
down  in  the  midst  of  a  brilliant  career,  at  an 
hour  Avhen  the  country  seemed  most  to  need 
his  services,  by  one  of  those  mysterious  provi- 
dential dispensations  which  overwhelm  all  hearts 
with  grief,  set  at  naught  all  our  philosopliy,  and 
subject  our  faith  to  the  most  trying  ordeal. 

His  career  as  a  politician  was  successful ;  but 
although  he  was  learned  in  the  law,  and,  when 
he  threw  himself  into  a  case,  tried  it  with  con- 
summate ability,  he  had  not  what  is  called  a 
legal  mind ;  and,  as  Judge  Wilde,  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Supreme  Bench,  once  said  of  him  to 
me,  "Although  he  tried  a  case  well,  he  tried 
it  like  a  layman,  not  like  a  lawyer."  His  prac- 
tice, therefore,  was  never  very  large,  and  he 
owed  his  appointment  as  District  Attorney  to 
his  political  standing  rather  than  to  his  position 
at  the  bar.  His  integrity  was  beyond  question  ; 
but  a  want  of  method  sometimes  involved  him- 
self and  others  in  perplexity  and  embarrassment. 

In  Cato's  case  Mr.  Rantoul,  being  satisfied 
tliat  it  was  the  first,  and  Avould  be  the  last  of- 
fense, agreed  to  discharge  the  defendant  on  easy 
terms — the  payment  of  costs  and  a  penalty  of 
three  hundred  dollars.  The  money  was  paid, 
a  simple  receipt  given  for  it,  and  satisfaction 
of  the  claim  ought  to  have  been  entered  on  the 
records  of  the  court.  But  this  entry  Mr.  Ran- 
toul forgot  to  make,  and  the  case  stood  open, 
and  was  continued  from  term  to  term,  and  year 
to  year,  until  Mr.  Rantoul's  death. 

A  new  District  Attorney  succeeded,  hngo  in- 
tervaUo^  to  Mr.  Raptoul's  office  and  docket  in 
the  person  of  Benjamin  F.  Hallett,  another  re- 
markable man,  of  whom,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  Ran- 
toul, I  have  a  hundred  interesting  reminiscences, 
wliich  I  will,  God  willing  and  editors  consent- 
ing, embody  some  time  in  a  chapter,  or  series 
of  chapters,  for  Harper. 

Under  Mr.  Hallett's  administration  the  case 
of  United  States  vs.  Cato  was  reached  and  put 
upon  the  trial  list,  and  one  day  called  ;  but, 
though  the  crier  of  the  Court  could,  like  Glen- 


106 


HAKPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  INIAGAZINE. 


dower,  "call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,"  yet  in 
his  case,  as  in  that  of  the  choleric  Welshman, 
they  "would  not  come  when  he  did  call."  Cato 
was  called,  but  as  he  happened  at  tliat  moment 
to  be  drinking  a  whisky  toddy  just  under  the  lee 
of  the  island  of  Terim,  in  the  Straits  of  Bab-el- 
jNIandeb,  he  neither  heard  nor  answered  the  call, 
and  was  thereupon  defaulted.  In  due  course 
of  time  the  Bail,  who  had  for  years  forgotten 
the  suit,  well  knowing  it  had  been  adjusted, 
were  astonished  by  a  notice  from  the  new  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  informing  them  that  they  were 
liable  to  be  sued  for  six  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Shepard,  not  at  all  comprehending  the  reason 
of  this  notice,  came  at  once  to 

BOSTON, 

and  i)laced  the  matter  in  my  hands  for  investi- 
gation. 

I  soon  ascertained  to  my  own  satisfaction, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Hallett,  that  the  money  agreed 
upon  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Kantoul,  but  that 
not  a  tittle  of  evidence  existed  to  prove  that  Mr. 
Rantoul  had  accounted  for  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  my  client's 
approval,  I  offered  to  pay  once  more  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars  to  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  costs  to  Mr.  Hallett,  to  be  taxed  at 
fifty  dollars,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  judg- 
ment "entered  of  record."  Mr.  Hallett,  who 
was  essentially  a  good-natured  man,  felt  all  the 
hardship  of  this  case,  and  was  inclined  to  ac- 
cept my  i)roposition.  But  he.  hesitated  to  take 
the  responsibility,  and  desired  that  I  should  first 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trcas- 
xiYY  at  Washington,  to  whom  he  gave  me  a  let- 
ter requesting  the  desired  authority. 

The  Solicitor  was  a  young  Western  lawyer 
with  whom  I  had  no  acquaintance.  But  the 
Attorney-General,  Hon.  Caleb  Gushing  of  Mas- 
sachusetts (another  of  "the  Essex  Three"),  was  a 
gentleman  whom  I  knew  well.  Mr.  Shepard  was 
also  acquainted  with  jMr.  Gushing,  and  fancied 
that,  instead  of  writing  to  him  or  to  the  Solic- 
itor, it  would  be  well  for  me  to  visit  the  Federal 
capital,  and  obtain  a  personal  interview  with 
those  gentlemen  ;  thus  hastening  the  decision, 
and  perhaps  determining  its  character.  I  agreed 
to  go  at  my  earliest  leisure  ;  and  to  insure  toler- 
erable  quarters  in  that  then  crowded  institution, 
"  Ghargehigh  House,"  I  telegraphed  the  hotel 
clerk  to  secure  me  a  comfortable  apartment,  and 
was  promised  one  to  my  "entire  satisfaction." 
His  rascality  cost  me  a  fever,  but  I  have  long 
since  forgiven  him.  If,  however,  his  own  con- 
science forgives  him  without  at  least  two  bar- 
rels of  penitential  tears,  it  must  be  one  of  those 
consciences,  "  easy  as  old  Tilly,"  which  smart 
under  no  affront,  and  take  offense  at  no  out- 
rage. It  is  said  that  a  well-fattened  porker  may 
pass  unharmed  through  a  den  of  rattlesnakes, 
grunting  with  undisturbed  serenity  while  a  dozen 
of  those  crotaline  monsters  are  striking  their 
fjmgs,  with  idle  rage,  into  the  adi|)osc  matter 
with  which  he  is  armed  "in  panojjly  complete." 
The  conscience  of  that  clerk,  if  it  stung  him  not 


for  his  imposition  on  me,  might  safely  venture 
upon  a  similar  excursion  to  Rattlesnake  Hill. 

WASHINGTON. 

I  reached  Washington  late  on  Saturday  night, 
drove  wearily  to  the  "  Ghargehigh  Hotel,"  and 
was  shown  directly  to  my  "  reserved  room"  on 
the  second  floor.  The  night  was  cold  and  blus- 
tering, the  worst  weather  of  the  latter  end  of 
March.  The  room  was  small.  No  fire-place  or 
stove  offered  its  grateful  welcome.  The  one 
solitary  windoAv  was  wide  open.  I  closed  the 
window,  and  being  too  tired  and  sleepy  to  make 
complaint  that  night,  I  went  to  bed.  Before  I 
slept,  however,  I  again  opened  the  window,  nor 
did  I  dare  to  shut  it  again  that  night.  I  will 
not  infect  or  incense  my  readers  by  dwelling  on 
the  annoyances  of  that  long  night  of  horrors. 
Years  afterward,  Avhen  I  read  of  the  poison  e])i- 
demic  that  decimated  the  "National,"  I  recalled 
the  mephitic  atmosphere  of  the  cell  I  occupied 
that  night  in  the  "Ghargeliigh  House." 

I  rose  early,  and  rose  with  a  full  conscious- 
ness of  poison  and  fever  in  every  drop  of  blood 
in  my  veins.  The  hours  dragged  heavily  along. 
I  had  no  appetite,  and  breakfast  disgusteu  me. 
My  head  ached.  I  had  a  sense  of  weariness 
and  pain,  "  ^ersrfjlciijcntcftssrfjmer?,"  as  our 
German  polyglots  so  well  call  it,  in  evc^ry  joint 
and  limb.  At  times  my  heart  seemed  too  big 
for  my  breast,  and  the  blood  galloped  through 
my  veins  with  pulsations  that  smote  on  my 
brain  like  the  footfalls  of  a  squadron  of  horse  at 
full  charge. 

In  this  feverish  condition  I  remembered  that 
my  former  friend  and  college  classmate,  the  Rev. 
Stephen  A.  G.  Collis  ("s^a^  voruinis  nnibra"),  was 
pastor  of  one  of  the  metropolitan  churches,  and 
my  heart  warmed  toward  him  with  a  return  of 
the  old,  boyish,  college  affection.  I  recollected 
him  as  one  of  the  finest  Avriters  and  declaimers 
in  the  University.  He  had  gained  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  ])ul])it  orator  of  uncommon  merit.  I 
had  often  longed  to  hear  him  preach ;  and  so  I 
yielded  to  my  wish.  I  ought  to  have  sent  for  a 
physician  ;  I  went  for  a  parson.  I  ought  to  have 
gone  to  bed  ;  I  went  to  church.  Had  I  sent  for 
a  doctor,  it  would  have  been  Dr.  Lyndcsay,  the 
allopathic  i)ractitioner,  wdiom  I  had  known  some 
fifteen  years  before  as  the  partner  of  Dr.  Sewall ; 
and  in  that  case  this  article  on  Homoeopathy 
would  never  have  been  written,  and  I  shoidd 
have  lost  some  of  the  pleasantest  scenes  of  my 
life. 

The  bell  had  nearly  done  tolling  as  I  reached 
the  churcli,  and  took  my  seat,  under  the  sex- 
ton's ])ilotage,  in  the  pastor's  pew.  The  Rev. 
Stej)hcn — "Saint  Stephen"  we  used  to  call  him 
at  "old  Brown" — Saint  Stephen,  as  I  sat  down, 
was  occu])icd  in  arranging  the  lessons  of  the 
morning,  and  did  not  see  me  come  in  ;  nor  in- 
deed did  he  once  look  up  until  I  had  had  full 
five  minutes'  opportunity  to  study  his  honest  and 
pleasant  face.  I  had  not  seen  him  for  fifteen 
years,  and  time  and  trial  had  written  their  touch- 
ing records  in  many  a  line  around  the  mouth 
and  eyes,  had  thinned  the  hair  uj)on  his  temples, 
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and  stolen  the  morning  glow  of  youth  from  his 
cheeks.  As  I  gazed  on  the  countenance  thus 
changed,  yet  still  familiar,  Saint  Stephen  looked 
up  and  cast  his  eyes  slowly  around  upon  the 
congregation.  I  watched  the  progress  of  his 
glance  until  it  rested  upon  me.  No  sun-flash 
ever  lit  up  a  morning  cloud  with  a  sweeter  ra- 
diance than  that  which  now  glorified  the  face 
of  my  friend.  He  sprang  instantly  to  his  feet, 
hurried  down  the  pulpit  stairs,  and  approaching 
me  witli  rapid  steps,  to  the  manifest  astonish- 
ment of  his  entire  congregation,  seized  me  by 
both  hands,  and  gave  me  a  welcome  as  loud, 
hearty,  and  demonstrative  as  though  we  were 
standing  by  his  own  hearth.  This  greeting  was 
very  delightful,  but  somewhat  embarrassing,  and 
I  felt  considerably  relieved  when,  at  the  end  of 
some  two  minutes,  during  which  time,  as  one 
of  my  country  neiglibors  used  to  say,  we  had 
been  "the  centre  of  a  focus,"  the  enthusiasm  of 
my  friend  subsided,  and  he  returned  to  his  pul- 
])it. 

My  attention  and  the  regards  of  the  whole  as- 
sembly were  soon  concentrated  on  the  appropri- 
ate exercises  of  the  morning  service,  every  part 
of  which  was  "beautiful  exceedingly."  The 
sermon  was  rich  with  thought,  brilliant  with  il- 
lustration, and  full  of  tender  pathos.  Its  subject 
was  "//ie  Baptism  of  our  Loniy  The  preach- 
er, with  exquisite  grace,  described  and  repro- 
duced the  scene,  The  waters  of  Jordan  flowed 
before  our  eyes ;  we  saw  ten  thousand  men,  wo- 
men, and  children  clustered  on  its  banks  beneath 
that  glorious  sky  of  Palestine,  and  underneath 
the  shadows  of  tree  and  vine  of  Oriental  strange- 
ness. We  saw  our  Lord  descending  into  the 
watery  grave  of  baptism ;  and,  as  he  rose  with 
radiant  face  from  Jordan,  the  celestial  dove  flut- 
tered around  his  head,  and  a  voice  from  heaven 
was  heard  declaring,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  !" 
^  How  my  blood  thrilled  as  he  closed  this  descrip- 
tion by  the  eloquent  exclamation  :  "  Here,  for 
the  first  time  in  tlie  history  of  man,  did  God  in 
each  of  the  three  persons  of  his  Godhead  make 
himself  manifest  to  human  sense — the  Son  in- 
carnate, the  Holy  Ghost  resting  visibly  on  his 
head,  -and  the  voice  of  the  Father  Almighty 
sounding  aloud  from  the  sky  above  !" 

After  church  Stephen  and  I  again  met  and 
opened  our  hearts  to  each  otlier ;  lived  o'er  the 
past,  and  were  again  young  and  joyous  colle- 
gians. He  found  that  I  was  ill,  and  insisted, 
with  an  earnestness  that  could  not  be  resisted, 
on  my  coming  at  once,  "  bag  and  baggage,"  to 
his  house.  "My  wife,"  said  he,  "will  be  de- 
lighted to  see  you  ;  she  is  a  warm-hearted  South- 
ern woman,  and  makes  my  friends  her  own." 
I  yielded,  not  unwillingly,  to  his  hospitable  en- 
treaties, and  in  another  hour  had  transferred 
myself  and  "traps"  from  the  mephitic  den  of 
"  mine  inn,"  to  a  well  warmed  and  spacious 
chamber  in  the  admirably  appointed  establish- 
ment of  my  old  friend. 

My  reception  there  was  most  hearty  and  de- 
lightful. Husband,  and  wife,  and  three  pretty 
children,  and  a  demure  young  lady,  a  niece, 


^"^S?^^'^; 


and,  "  Miss  Lizzie,"  seentfedrl^o    /       ^A 
tvie  each  otlier  in  their  endeav-    0>3  / 


from  New  En 

emulate  and  outv 

ors  to  make  me  feel  at  home. 

It  is,  at  best,  a  sad  and  dismal  thing  to  be 
sick  away  from  one's  real  home,  and  from  the 
family  who  cherish  his  life  and  health  as  their 
own.  But  here,  with  Stephen  and  his  loving 
circle  of  friends,  the  affliction  was  rendered  as 
light  as  possible,  and  I  felt,  in  the  language  of 
Scripture,  that  "my  lines  had  fallen  to  me  in 
pleasant  places." 

I  struggled  hard  with  my  illness,  and  would 
not  be  sick  ;  at  least  I  would  not  succumb  to  my 
fever  until  I  had  called  on  the  Attorney-General 
and  put  my  business  in  such  a  train  that  all 
anxiety  on  that  score  should  be  removed  from 
my  feverish  mind.  Mr.  Gushing  I  knew  to  be 
a  business  man  in  the  best  New  England  sense 
of  the  term  ;  at  his  office  early  and  late,  devot- 
ing himself  to  its  duties  with  an  incumbent  ap- 
plication and  enthusiasm  of  industry  which  have 
always  characterized  this  extraordinary  man  as 
scholar,  lawyer,  politician,  judge,  and  states- 
man. 

I  called  at  his  office  at  9  o'clock  Monday 
morning  and  inquired  for  "General  Gushing." 
"  Are  you  a  member  of  Congress,  Sir?"  asked 
the  door-keeper.  "No."  " Then  you  can  not 
see  him  until  after  12  o'clock,"  replied  tlie  man, 
"  I  think  I  can,"  said  I,  "  as  I  have  come  from 
Massaeh  usetts  for  that  very  purpose.  Show  him 
my  card." 

The  next  minute  Mr.  Gushing  had  me  by  the 
hand,  and  greeted  me  in  such  fashion  that  to 
this  day  my  pulse  quickens  at  the  recollection. 
"  My  dear  fellow" — those  were  his  first  and  very 
words — "My  dear  fellow,  you  ought  not  to  be 
here,  you  are  in  a  raging  fever ;  you  ought  to  be 
in  bed,  and  under  a  doctor's  care." 

"I  can  not  aflbrd  to  be  sick.  General,"  said 
I,  "until  you  know  my  errand  here."  In  less 
than  three  minutes  I  told  him  Mr.  Shepard's 
story,  and  had  this  generous  answer,  "Give  me 
Mr.  Ilallett's  letter  to  the  Solicitor;  by  12  o'clock 
the  whole  thing  shall  be  arranged ;  and  do  you 
go  directly  home  to  your  excellent  classmate's ; 
go  to  bed,  and  send  for  a  doctor.  You  shall 
hear  from  me  this  afternoon."  I  obeyed  him. 
He  is  a  man  to  be  obeyed  always ;  but  when,  as 
in  this  case,  his  imperial  eye  was  bright  with 
kindness,  and  the  sweet  authority  of  friendly 
solicitude  spoke  in  every  tone,  obedience  was 
the  pleasantest  of  duties.  I  obeyed  him,  and  he 
kept  his  promise.  lie  attended  at  once  to  my 
case,  and  within  the  specified  time  a  note  from 
him  informed  me  that  my  business  was  all  ar- 
ranged, and  that  I  had  only  to  ".ye^  well  as  fast 
as  possible. ^^ 

I  went  to  bed.  My  Southern  hostess  had 
spread  the  bed  with  linen  sheets — fine,  soft,  and 
snowy.  But  Miss  Lizzie,  with  shrewd  sagacity, 
foreseeing  that  in  my  feverish  state  the  touch  of 
linen  would  produce  "a  chill" — one  of  those 
horrid  premonitory  typhoidal  agues  which  are 
so  near  akin  to  death — interposed  gently  in  my 
behalf,  and  substituted  cotton.     In  that  one  lit- 
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tie  act  I  recognized  not  merely  a  thoughtful  and 
kindly  character,  but  that  instinctive  clearness 
of  perception  and  proni])tness  of  action  which 
make  the  true  Sister  of  Mercy  or  Charity — the 
native-boru  nurse,  and  genius  of  the  sick  cliam- 
bcr. 

And  now  came  the  question  of  a  doctor. 
Mrs.  Collis  informed  me  that  her  own  "family 
])hysician"  would  call  within  the  hour,  to  see 
one  of  the  cliildren  whose  sickness,  "the  mea- 
sles," had  kept  the  mother  away  from  church 
the  day  before,  and  that  she  would  send  him  in 
to  me. 

He  came ;  a  tall  young  man,  not  polished  and 
gentle,  but  rough  and  rather  noisy  ;  "  frosty  but 
kindly."  He  touched  my  pulse;  "fever,  120 
beats  !"  He  looked  at  my  tongue  :  "  coat,  over- 
coat, and  shawl!"  He  then  produced  from  a 
little  pocket  a  little  case,  and  from  the  little 
case  some  little  bottles,  six  to  a  mouthful,  filled 
with  little  pellets,  "grains  of  mustard  seed,"  in 
Avhich  I  had  then  no  "faith ;"  Liliputian  can- 
nister-shot ;  and  to  my  utter  horror  and  dismay, 
I — I,  an  allopathic  disciple,  and  believer  in  huge 
doses,  in  what  good  old  Dr.  Shattuck,  of  Boston, 
my  family  physician,  used  to  call  his  "wringers 
and  twisters,"  I  found  that  I  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  a  "  Homceopatiiic  Doctor  !" 

My  pulse  ran  up  at  once  to  a  hundred  and 
thirty.  But  I  resolved,  heroically,  to  submit  to 
fate  for  one  day  at  least,  to  hide  from  the  kind 
eyes  of  my  kind  entertainers  all  my  distrust  and 
skepticism,  and  make  a  twenty-four  hours'  ex- 
periment with  aconite  of  the  forty  millionth  di- 
lution. And  the  next  day  I  renewed  my  reso- 
lution for  another  day's  experiment ;  and  on  the 
day  following — extremely  weak,  and  feeling  as 
though  I  had  been  confined  a  month — my  pulse, 
however,  indicating  less  than  eifjltty.  I  forgot 
all  about  resolutions,  pellets,  homoeopathy,  "and 
a'  that,"  and  only  knew  that  I  was  getting  well. 

Now  I  defy  mortal  man,  or  "the  immortal 
gods"  of  Olympus,  to  furnisli  one  pleasure  in 
this  world,  of  a  merely  bodily  and  sensuous 
kind,  that  can,  for  a  moment,  compare  witli  this 
— tJte  delicious  sense  of  (jetting  well. 

I  got  well  rapidly ;  and  as  rapidly  became 
acquainted  with,  and  attached  to,  the  several 
members  of  this  charming  family.  With  Ste- 
phen, or  to  him  rather,  I  talked  and  read  Shaks- 
pcare,  and  opened  to  him,  in  that  divine  genius, 
a  world  of  delight  till  then  to  him  unknown. 
With  Mrs.  Collis  I  discussed  a  Iiundred  graceful, 
womatily  to]>ics,  and  heard  her  Southern  chat 
on  Southern  themes,  with  now  and  then  an 
allusion  to  Miss  Lizzie's  flirtations  with  a  certain 
Doctor  Wceden.  With  Miss  Lizzie  I  talked 
Boston,  of  course,  as  she  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  "  hub  of  the  universe'^ — tlie  Delphic  Ompha- 
los, whence  come  all  "  Boston  notions,"  and  all 
oracles  worthy  of  credence  ! 

And  so  passed  several  happy,  convalescent 
days.  God  bless  the  dear  friends  who  helped 
to  make  thoni  so  bright  and  haj)])y !  Tiie  first 
of  Ajjrii  found  rnc  sitting  up.  About  noon  tliat 
day,  after  a  noisy  ringing  of  tlie  door-bell,  one 


of  the  servants  came  in  "to  tell  Massa  Noel 
what  a  white  lady — a  lady — white  lady — from 
Bob-bob-Boston  have  called  to  see  Mass'  Noel!" 
Gracious,  how  my  heart  leaped  to  my  mouth  as 
the  strange,  glad  thouglit,  "my  wife  has  come!" 
rushed  into  my  mind  !  "  Is  it  my  wife,  Sallie?" 
asked  I. 

"  Oh  no,  Mass',"  said  the  grinning  girl, 
'"spect  not — it's  very  young  lady  from  Bo-bo- 
Boston." 

"Well,  Sallie,  whoever  it  is,  show  her  in." 
The  lady  approached  with  bonnet  on  and  her 
veil  down,  the  room  obscure  with  a  sort  of  "dim, 
religious  light,"  and  my  ears  disturbed  by  a 
strange  movement  of  feet,  and  a  queer  sound  of 
whisper  and  giggle,  in  the  entry.  The  lady 
came  in  and  sat  down,  and  just  as  a  hysteric, 
choked  sort  of  laugh  from  outside  suggested  to 
my  stupid  soul  the  idea  of  April  1,  she  lifted 
her  veil,  and  lo,  Miss  Lizzie  herself!  She  had 
^^ fooled''  me  completely. 

An  hour  afterward  the  bell  rang  furiously 
again,  and  the  servant  brought  in  to  "Miss 
Lizzie"  a  very  large  letter  in  a  strange  hand, 
whose  contents  made  Lizzie  both  laugh  and 
blush  as  she  read  them.  She  read  it  more  than 
once,  and  then  handed  the  letter  to  me  to  read. 
I  read  it  aloud,  and  w'ith  an  emphasis  and  flu- 
ent facility  that  betrayed  the  authorship  to  quick- 
witted Lizzie.     Here  it  is  : 

DE.    WEEDEN. 

The  Doctor  Avas  a  prudent  man, 

AVho  ne'er  forgot  his  coat, 
Who  always  his  umbrella  took, 

And  muffled  up  his  throat. 

The  Doctor  was  methodical, 

A  gentleman  discreet, 
And  over-shoes  he  always  wora 

Upon  his  tender  feet. 

He  loved  his  patients  like  himself, 

And  for  their  sakes  look  care 
On  every  cold  and  windy  night 

His  over-coat  to  wcai*. 

But  Cupid  shakes  the  calmest  man, 

Breaks  all  his  habits  down, 
Unsettles  the  philosopher 

As  surely  as  the  clown. 

One  flash  from  Lizzie's  laughing  eyes 

Capsized  good  Doctor  Weeden, 
Reduced  to  chaos  his  ideas, 

And  almost  spoilt  his  breeding. 

The  Doctor  is  an  altered  man, 

His  once  pale  face  is  flushed, 
His  toilet  now  neglected  is, 

And  his  dark  curls  uubrushed. 

He  wanders  off — I  know  not  where, 
And  stays — Heaven  knows  how  long; 

A  hundred  funny  thing:*  he  says, 
And  docs  some  J  deem  wrong. 

One  bhist'ring  night,  not  long  ago, 

In  spite  of  wind  and  rain, 
Kind  Lizzie  at  the  Doctor's  called 

To  see  hia  sister  Jane. 

She  called,  with  cousin  Ned,  at  cigJit^ 

And  linj^nred  until  ton  ; 
Alas,  for  Lizzie's  Hnddcnod  heart, 

Jle  came  not  even  thenl 
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At  ten  o'clock  she  started  up, 

And  grasped  her  shawl  to  go. 
But  on  the  door-step  met  a  man! 

"The  Doctor ?"— Even  so. 

"With  hearty  haste  he  clasped  her  hand, 

Escort  her  home  he  would, 
While  cousin  Edward  lagged  behind. 

As  younger  cousins  should. 

Heedless  of  cold,  of  rain,  of  wind, 
The  lovers  stroll'd  until  eleven, 

Their  shoes  obstructed  by  the  mud, 
But  all  their  souls  in  heaven. 

At  home  at  last !     The  door-bell  rings, 

"Won't  uncle  Stephen  scold?" 
Just  then  poor  Weeiien  shook  as  if 

The  night  or  he  were  cold. 

Opens  the  door — "Oh,  naughty  girl!" 
So  does  the  impatient  speecli  begin: 

But  uncle  then  the  Doctor  spies, 
And  softly  adds — "Come  in!" 

Within  the  hall  now  Lizzie  sees 
W^ith  strange  surprise  and  care 

That  Weeden  has  nor  cloak  nor  shawl 
Upon  his  shoulders  bare. 

Her  heart  sinks — far  below  her  belt: 

Her  sweet  eyes  fill  with  tears ; 
A  while  one  word  she  can  not  speak, 

But  sighs,  and  looks,  and  fears. 

"You  careless  man  !"  at  last  she  cries; 

And,  casting  off  her  shawl, 
Throws  it  around  the  stalwart  form 

Of  Doctor  Weeden  tall. 

Each  end  she  tightened,  and  each  fold 

Her  gentle  touch  caressed, 
While  feelings  very  new  and  nice 

Wanned  Weeden's  manly  breast. 

With  tender  touch  our  Lizzie  drew 

That  shawl  about  his  waist. 
And  as  the  Doctor  watched  her  mouth 

I  voio  he  took  one  taste. 

But  here  the  curtain  drop?,  and  I 

Must  hasten  to  repose, 
And  who  wears  now  that  sacred  shawl 

My  rhymes  shall  ne'er  disclose. 

As  I  Stopped  reading,  Lizzie  exclaimed,  "I 
don't  believe  but  what  you  wrote  it  yourself! 
But — how — did  you — know  he — kissed  me?" 
*' Ah,  Lizzie,  I  didn't  know  it  until  now!" 
A  day,  or  two,  or  three,  after  this  incident  I 
was  on  my  way  to  Boston,  where  I  arrived  Avith- 
out  accident,  having  fully  accomplished  my  er- 
rand at  Washington,  and  became  also  far  less 
fearful  than  before  of  the  perils  of  Homoeopathy. 


TOWARD  SUNSET. 

THOSE  of  us  who  live  in  cities  are  hardly 
aware  of  the  changes  of  the  hours  as  they 
appear  on  the  dial,  and  are  noted  by  country 
people  who  live  in  close  relations  with  sunshine. 
We  can  readily,  indeed,  tell  what  o'clock  it  is ; 
and  the  clocks  that  look  upon  us,  and  anon 
speak  to  us  from  so  many  towers,  imply  that  we 
have  lost  the  primitive  calendar  of  the  hours, 
and  need  the  cunning  hand  of  art  to  make  up 
for  the  loss.  In  the  fields,  under  the  open  heav- 
ens, among  the  flowers,  and  trees,  and  birds,  and 
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beasts,  we  find  constant  signals  of  the  passing 
time ;  and  an  expert  eye  might  perhaps  tell  the 
hour  of  the  day,  not  only  by  the  shadows  cast 
by  the  sun,  but  by  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
landscape,  from  the  aspect  or  fragrance  of  the 
flowers,  or  the  note  of  birds  and  insects,  or  the 
turn  of  the  cattle.  Each  hour  has  not  only  its 
external  signs,  but  also  its  interior  marks,  and 
the  mood  of  the  life  keeps  step  with  the  march 
of  the  day.  Morning  is  what  it  pretends  to  be 
in  the  country,  and  not  a  sleepy  appendage  to 
the  night,  as  it  is  apt  to  be  with  us  in  cities.  It 
insists  upon  opening  our  eyes,  and  does  not  al- 
low us  to  hide  behind  brick  walls,  or  forests  of 
chimneys,  or  close  curtains  and  shutters.  It 
comes  upon  us  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  and  encoun- 
ters no  rivalry  from  gas-lights  in  the  street  or 
the  chamber.  Its  rays  in  themselves  are  highly 
stimulating,  real  arrows  of  Apollo,  with  points 
not  rusted  by  city  vapors,  nor  blunted  by  con- 
tact with  city  brick  and  stone.  The  morning 
light  itself  in  the  open  country  is  the  best  of 
tonics,  and  braces  the  will  to  its  work.  Labor 
begins  with  its  dawning,  and  continues  with  its 
continuance,  and  closes  with  its  closing.  Sun- 
rise and  sunset  are  the  natural  limits  of  the 
farmer's  day,  and  although  city  habits  may  urge 
upon  him  the  need  of  the  ten-hour  system  with 
good  reason,  the  result  will  probably  be  to  de- 
duct the  surplus  time  from  the  burning  mid-day, 
and  to  keep  the  old  system  of  beginning  with 
sunrise  and  ending  with  sunset. 

The  intellectual  life  in  the  country  shares 
considerably  in  the  influence  of  natural  condi- 
tions. The  student  there  more  readily  works 
at  his  books  and  pen  in  the  morning,  and  catch- 
es the  habit  of  the  early  bird.  Hard  study  he 
does  cheerfully  before  his  city  friends  are  stir- 
ring, and  continues  at  his  task  until  the  sun 
nears  the  meridian,  and  the  heat  in  summer 
abates  his  vigor.  As  evening  comes  on  his 
mind  is  moved  in  a  different  vein,  and  tends  to 
such  reading  and  meditation  as  rather  enter- 
tains than  tasks  the  faculties,  more  fond  of  be- 
ing the  guest  than  the  host,  or  of  yielding  to 
genial  companionship  than  providing  for  others' 
nurture  by  painstaking  care.  Or,  if  he  is  moved 
to  play  the  host,  it  is  rather  to  such  guests  as 
bring  their  own  welcome  than  to  such  as  need 
any  anxious  attention.  We  there  with  him  keep 
open  house  to  the  thoughts,  fancies,  and  remem- 
brances that  come  to  us  of  themselves,  and  easi- 
ly make  themselves  at  home.  The  sunset  hour 
is  especially  fruitful  in  such  companions,  and  it 
is  not  easy  to  face  the  pavilion  whose  gorgeous 
curtains  are  receiving  the  parting  day  without 
feeling  our  own  hearts  opening  in  felloAvship  to 
receive  and  entertain  all  friends,  scenes,  and  vi- 
sions that  have  ever  passed  from  our  sight. 

The  old  religion  made  great  account  of  this 
sunset  hour,  and  tlie  vespers  of  the  ancient 
church  evidently  belong  to  its  pensive  and  sol- 
emn inspiration.  The  vesper  hymn  ought  to  be 
sung  while  the  sun  is  sinking  from  sight ;  and 
the  simple  and  beautiful  prayer  of  the  old  En- 
glish Even  Song,  beginning,  "  Lighten  our  dark- 
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ncss,  \\c  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  and  by  thy  great 
mercy  defend  ns  from  all  perils  and  dangers  of 
this  night!"  has  great  Nature  herself  for  the  in- 
toning priest  at  this  mystie  time.  We,  indeed, 
who  live  in  cities  may  hardly  be  able  to  tell 
when  it  is  sunset,  for  we  may  be  wholly  in  the 
shadow  in  our  i)arlor  or  our  pew,  while  the  sun- 
light may  be  blazing  uj.on  the  church-spire  or 
the  house-top.  In  fact,  m  ithin  the  city  walls  the 
sun  rises  and  sets  to  most  people  unannounced, 
and  the  day  and  the  night  fail  to  utter  to  our 
ears  their  most  eloquent  speech.  We  can,  in- 
deed, make  up  for  the  loss  by  especial  helps  of 
art  and  companionship.  We  may  have  our 
witching  twilight  hour  of  charmed  fellowship, 
and  hardly  miss  the  glow  of  the  evening  red  in 
the  sky,  while  faces  are  lit  up  with  hallowed  rec- 
ollections, and  friendly  eyes  shine  upon  us  with 
the  light  of  other  days ;  or  we  can  rebel  against 
our  exile,  and,  like  the  Orientals,  we  can  go  to 
the  house-top  to  muse  or  pray.  He  is  a  happy 
man  Avhose  house  stands  well  not  only  with  the 
social  world,  where  no  pests  annoy,  but  also 
with  the  elements  of  nature,  so  as  to  give  free 
play  to  the  air  and  the  light.  Commend  us  to 
a  position  that  allows  the  evening  sunlight  to 
pour  into  our  window,  and  tell  us  its  witching 
story  of  all  that  we  have  ever  loved,  v/hether  lost 
or  kept.  We  prize  a  good  western  exposure 
more  than  an  eastern,  because  it  is  so  full  of  po- 
etry, and  because,  moreover,  we  are  more  sure 
of  being  awake  to  its  charms  than  to  the  charms 
of  the  morning  ray.  For  a  man  to  be  sure  of 
seeing  the  sunset  from  his  own  home  as  long  as 
he  lives  is  happiness  rare  indeed,  and  ought  to 
be  a  great  element  in  his  education  and  com- 
fort. The  world  in  the  city  is  so  restless  and 
troubled  that  we  need  constant  soothing,  and  if 
we  can  not  keep  a  chaplain  or  poet  to  cheer  or 
calm  us,  we  may  thus  keep  the  most  practiced 
and  efficient  of  comforters,  who  has  been  doing 
God's  blessed  work  since  the  first  day  closed  in 
the  bowers  of  Paradise. 

In  the  city  it  is  not  easy,  however,  to  choose 
our  prospect,  and  a  poet  or  devotee  may  find 
himself  fixed  between  inexorable  walls  that  pre- 
sent nothing  more  varied  and  animating  than 
rows  of  windows  or  stacks  of  chimneys.  In  the 
country  we  may  do  very  much  what  we  choose 
with  nature,  and  look  to  all  quarters  of  the 
heavens  as  freely  as  the  weather-cock  that  fol- 
lows the  veering  breezes  to  all  points  of  the  com- 
pass. I  confess  to  having  paid  some  attention 
to  the  points  of  the  compass  in  the  fitting  up  as 
well  as  tlie  laying  out  of  our  little  domain  ;  and 
our  pet  Waldstein  makes  me  fancy  sometimes 
that  the  whole  globe  is  ours,  and  north,  south, 
east,  and  west  are  waiting  our  bidding,  and  a 
few  steps  can  transport  us  from  the  morning 
land  to  the  evening  land,  or  from  the  pole  to 
the  tropics.  The  last  enlargement  of  our  range 
of  vision  is  given  by  clearing  up  a  wild  tangle 
of  cat-1n-icr  and  brush  that  shut  in  a  charming 
little  grove,  which  crowns  a  hillock  that  looks 
to.vard  the  setting  sun.  The  work  was  thor- 
oughly done,  the  ground  grubbed  and  graded 


to  allow  sweet  honey-suckle  and  green  grass  to 
carjjct  the  earth  before  covered  with  weeds.  At 
the  foot  of  the  stately  cedars  tlie  clematis  or 
virgin's  bower  was  freely  planted,  to  furnish  an 
awning  fairer  than  the  tent-maker  can  provide. 
A  belt  of  evergreens — the  Norway  spruce,  the 
Scotch  fir,  and  Austrian  pine — was  set  out  to 
encircle  the  whole  as  a  kind  of  rural  Pantheon. 
A  rustic  seat  is  placed  on  the  tuft  of  the  hillock 
so  as  to  face  the  west,  and  a  winding  path  of 
some  hundred  yards  connects  this  pleasant  haunt 
with  our  cottage.  I  call  the  place  Vesper  Knoll, 
and  the  seat  Vesper  Seat.  If  there  seem.s  to  be 
affectation  or  conceit  in  this  arrangement,  so 
let  it  be.  We  all  have  our  hobbies,  why  should 
not  I  have  mine  ?  One  man  fancies  horses,  an- 
other dogs,  another  yachts,  another  tends  most 
to  wine,  or  cigars,  or  to  some  other  or  to  all 
forms  of  dainty  living ;  while  the  ladies  are  free 
to  set  their  affections  on  all  things  below,  from 
l)uppies  in  pantaloons  to  poodles  in  collars,  from 
parrots  in  caps  and  curls  to  parrots  in  cages.  I 
have  a  fancy  for  books  and  nature,  and  espe- 
cially for  such  combinations  of  the  two  as  brings 
the  life  of  literature  into  play  with  the  life  of 
nature.  This  pretty  evening  haunt  does  this ; 
and  all  the  Muses  are  generally  to  be  found  there 
about  sunset,  with  their  mystic  mother  Mnemo- 
syne, ready  to  soothe  and  cheer  you  so  far  as  you 
are  willing  to  open  your  heart  to  them  at  that 
witching  hour.  Come  and  see  me  sometime, 
and  we  will  talk  over  this  matter  together  under 
influences  less  prosy  than  my  poor  pen  can  be- 
stow. 

But  why  dwell  on  individual  tastes  and  espe- 
cial instances?  We  all  know  very  well  that 
there  is  an  evening  tone  that  speaks  in  nature, 
human  life,  and  in  religion.  The  sounds  of  na- 
ture are  then  in  a  sympathetic,  plaintive  strain, 
and  the  minor  key  prevails  in  the  notes  of  birds 
and  insects.  If  there  be  music  in  colors,  they 
may  be  said  to  speak  the  same  language  and 
sing  the  same  songs  with  the  sparrow,  tho  whip- 
poorwill,  and  the  nightingale.  Some  of  the  sun- 
set tints  are  glaring  and  gorgeous  indeed,  but 
the  gentler  and  more  pensive  shadings  prevail, 
and  the  violets  and  kindred  hues,  that  are  like 
the  sweet  tones  of  the  soprano,  are  sure  to  lead 
on  the  coming  night,  and  give  their  pensive  ca- 
dence to  the  vesper  hymn  of  nature,  as  chanted 
by  the  notes  of  her  prismatic  scale.  The  rays 
of  the  sun  themselves  seem  to  have  a  different 
quality  from  that  which  marks  their  morning 
glow.  They  are  less  stimulating  and  more  sooth- 
ing, as  if  vacated  of  the  electric  force  that  sends 
them  fresh  at  dawn  from  Apollo's  new-strung 
bow.  We  are  not  sure  what  the  physical  fact 
is,  but  to  us  the  evening  ray  has  a  peculiarly 
soothing  influence,  and  it  seems  to  stir  less  the 
vital  powers  of  ])lant  and  animal.  It  may  be, 
indeed,  that  the  change  is  in  the  objects  acted 
upon,  not  in  the  agent,  and  that  the  weary  earth, 
after  yielding  for  the  day  to  the  call  of  her  lord 
in  the  sky,  no  longer  heeds  the  spur  as  in  the 
morning,  and  the  slanting  solar  beam  abates  its 
noonday  directness,  and  falls  upon  tired  and  ex- 
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liaustcd  nature.  The  sun  himself  is  apparently 
never  weary  and  never  rests,  yet  his  virtue  comes 
out  variously  as  he  is  differently  touched,  and 
his  evening  quality  to  his  subjects  differs  from 
that  of  the  morning  and  the  noon. 

The  nervous  system  of  animals  and  men,  and 
perhaps  of  plants,  if  they  have  any,  appears  to 
have  its  evening  mood.  It  is  more  sensitive 
and  less  active,  more  ready  to  be  acted  upon 
than  to  act,  more  prone  to  play  than  work,  to 
muse  than  to  reason.  Some  of  the  flowers  evi- 
dently have  their  twilight  sensibility,  and  send 
forth  a  rare  fragrance  that  made  Linnajus  call 
them  melancholy  flowers.  The  cattle  are  in  a 
mild,  genial  temper,  as  the  poet  noted  when  he 
said : 

"The  lowing  herd  wind  slowly  o'er  the  lea." 

We  of  human  ki^d  are  in  the  tone  of  na- 
ture, and  tlie  more  mystical  functions  of  our  be- 
ing come  into  play.  Oar  senses,  sensibilities, 
thoughts,  and  fancies  sceni  to  move  of  them- 
selves, and  to  be  possessed  by  peculiar  visitants. 
The  night  side  opens  upon  us  in  harmony  with 
the  night  side  of  nature.  The  eye  has  its  vis- 
ions and  the  ear  its  voices  without  any  straining 
of  the  powers  of  attention.  The  eye,  if  fixed  on 
vacancy,  is  not  vacant ;  and  the  ear,  though  ar- 
rested by  no  engrossing  sound,  yet  is  in  a  hear- 
ing spirit ;  and  the  senses  wait  upon  inward 
powers,  ready  to  serve  such  spirits  as  may  rise 
from  the  deep  or  come  down  from  the  heavens. 
The  memory  is  wonderfully  moved,  and  opens 
her  great  theatre  of  her  own  accord,  lights  her 
lamps,  and  passes  before  us  her  manifold  scenes, 
and  rehearses  the  life-drama,  that  she  is  always 
working  upon  and  never  finishing.  She  often 
shows  us  facts  and  fixces  that  we  had  forgotten 
and  could  never  recall  by  any  act  of  our  own 
will.  This  spontaneous  function  of  memory  is 
too  little  appreciated  in  our  usual  estimate  of 
this  faculty,  and  we  have  absurdly  given  over 
to  the  routine  of  dunces  and  book-worms  a  pow- 
er that  is  full  of  inspiration,  and  capable  of 
informing  past  and  present  with  the  light  and 
humanity  of  God.  A  groat  artist  is  this  very 
memory,  and  in  a  manner  the  mother  of  all 
arts,  reproducing  the  materials  and  images  of 
the  past  with  new  features,  combinations,  and 
powers,  and  not  only  re-collecting  but  remem- 
bering the  rich  treasures  in  her  store-house. 

That  action  or  passion  of  the  mind,  or  both 
action  and  passion,  that  we  call  Meditation, 
opens  itself  to  us  most  readily  as  the  evening 
draws  on,  and  we  find  ourselves  thinking  una- 
wares, and  that  unconscious  movement  of  the 
mind  from  which  the  best  thoughts  spring  ap- 
pears. If  we  have  been  thinking  all  day  upon 
some  perplexing  subject  or  knotty  problem,  with- 
out making  much  progress,  we  may  find,  as  we 
sit  at  sunset,  without  any  effort  of  forced  atten- 
tion, that  the  difficulty  is  cleared  away  at  once, 
and  the  subject  opens  itself  to  us  in  full  propor- 
tion and  light.  Especially  in  all  subjects  of 
higher  interest,  or  such  as  call  for  the  affections 
and  fancy,  and  arc  capable  of  ins])iration,  is  this 
mood  of  s])ontancous  mcdita.ion  effective.    Gen- 


ius— which  every  soul  has  undoubtedly  to  some 
extent,  and  enables  us  all  in  some  way  to  have 
inspirations,  and  to  be  possessed  by  superior 
powers — generally  loves  the  sunset  hour,  and 
joins  its  wizard  spell  to  the  witchery  of  nature, 
Goethe,  as  quoted  by  Eckermann,  spoke  pro- 
foundly of  this  experience  when  he  said,  "  Every 
production  of  highest  art,  every  significant  in- 
sight, every  invention,  every  great  thought,  which 
bears  fruits  and  has  consequences,  stands  in 
no  man's  power,  and  is  raised  above  all  eartlily 
might.  Such  things  man  has  to  regard  as  un- 
looked-for gifts  from  above,  as  pure  children  of 
God,  which  he  is  to  receive  and  honor  with  grate- 
ful joy.  In  such  cases  man  is  to  be  considered 
as  the  instrument  of  a  higher  Providence — as  a 
fitting  vessel  for  the  reception  of  divine  influ- 
ence." 

We  believe  that  we  all  have  something  of  this 
receptive  power,  that  is  open  to  Heaven's  best 
gifts.  Yet  our  habits  of  life  and  methods  of 
culture  make  too  little  of  it,  and  spur  us  on  to 
too  much  mere  will-work,  as  if  we  were  forced 
to  do  every  thing,  or  almost  every  thing,  for 
ourselves,  and  as  if  God  and  Nature  would  do 
little  or  nothing  for  us.  It  may  be  that  the  hu- 
man will  tends  westward,  and  we  who  live  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  lack  the  receptive  spirit 
that  so  marks  the  Orientals,  and  that  having  all 
the  world  before  us,  a  new  country  to  make,  we 
bear  ourselves  as  if  nothing  were  finished  and  to 
be  enjoyed,  and  every  thing  were  still  to  be  done. 
The  evening  hour,  fitly  used,  helps  us  correct 
this  folly,  and  gives  us  something  of  the  Orient- 
al's quiet  contemplation  and  receptive  sentiment. 
The  sunset  tells  us  that  the  day  is  done,  and  the 
solemn  light  of  history  looks  upon  us  from  its 
parting  rays,  and  shows  us  an  image  of  the  great 
past  in  this  one  passing  day  as  emphatically  as 
if  it  were  a  thousand  years.  We  find  our  im- 
patience checked,  our  feverish  haste  soothed,  as 
we  behold  the  earth  sinking  into  her  repose  after 
toil ;  and  nature,  before  so  anxious  and  striving, 
is  now  peaceful,  and  moves  retrospection  instead 
of  care.  It  is  well  to  keep  open  soul  to  this  tran- 
quil vision,  and  let  it  do  as  it  will  with  us.  We 
find  then  that  we  arc  prepared  to  receive  that 
majestic  guest,  and  that  we  are  born  of  Him  who 
made  the  universe,  and  our  better  acquaintance 
is  constantly  bringing  out  the  closeness  of  the 
relation.  AH  the  senses,  especially  the  master- 
senses,  the  eye  and  ear,  unveil  their  curtains  to 
welcome  the  visitation.  The  breeze,  the  ripple 
or  dash  of  the  waters,  the  insects,  the  birds,  the 
cattle,  the  evening  tones  of  home  and  village, 
the  shadows  of  the  earth,  the  colors  of  the  sky, 
the  light  of  the  stars — all  touch  answering  chords 
within  us,  and  the  harmony  is  greater  the  less 
we  try  to  force  it,  and  the  more  we  leave  the 
elements  within  and  without  to  their  own  free 
communion.  Each  sense  is  a  mystic  under  such 
inspiration,  and  even  the  palate  and  the  nostrils 
rise  into  priestly  dignity,  as  some  stray  fragrance 
of  a  flower  seems  a  delicious  dream,  and  each 
sip  of  the  cheering  cup  or  taste  of  luscious  fruit 
interprets  the  dogma  of  transnbstantiation,  and 
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tells  us  that  it  is  not  wholly  absurd  to  believe 
that  matter  may  rise  into  spirit,  or  spirit  may 
descend  into  matter. 

"We  arc  yet  to  learn  how  great  a  grace  and 
indeed  a  virtue  is  geniality,  or  openness  to  all 
good  iniiuences  and  true  fellowship,  and  that 
life  would  not  be  nearly  as  poor  and  hard  as  it 
is  if  we  would  only  take  the  gifts  that  God  and 
Nature  are  so  ready  to  give  us.  If  we  were  more 
genial  we  must  be  not  only  more  cheerful  and 
calm,  but  also  more  earnest  and  original;  and 
nothing  more  saddens  and  impoverishes  us  than 
the  idea  that  we  must  be  always  exhausting  our- 
L^elves,  and  never  filling  u]) — always  on  the  go, 
and  never  in  perfect  rest.  We  are  nearly  all 
overworked,  and  what  wc  call  our  pleasure  is 
often  our  hardest  work,  and  keeps  us  forever  on 
the  drive.  Society  goes  with  a  rush  as  much  as 
business,  and  tongues  and  jilates  clatter  at  night 
after  the  clink  of  dollars  and  the  din  of  ham- 
mers cease  with  the  going  down  of  the  sun. 
As  soon  as  day  ends  wc  try  to  quarrel  with  God's 
law,  and  force  night  into  an  unnatural  day  at 
our  presumptuous  bidding,  reversing  instead  of 
perfecting  the  true  economy  of  the  hours.  We 
will  not  quarrel  with  art  for  trying  to  seize  and 
continue  the  spell  of  nature,  and  prolong  the 
witchery  of  twilight  by  music  and  conversation, 
paintings  and  the  drama,  and  the  other  devices 
that  refresh  the  genial  soul,  and  entertain  with- 
out exhausting  the  waiting  intellect,  sensibility, 
and  fancy.  The  longer  we  live  in  the  great  city 
the  more  are  we  convinced  that  art  is  one  of  the 
most  rational  and  healthful  of  influences  among 
us,  and  is  doing  much  to  carry  out  the  work  of 
nature,  and  save  us  from  the  follies  of  artificial 
society.  An  evening  hour  or  two  in  a  picture-gal- 
lery or  at  the  opera  prolongs  the  cliarm  of  sun- 
set, and  deepens  its  delight  without  of  necessity 
destroying  its  tranquillity.  There  is  something 
in  all  true  art  that  is  in  the  evening  tone,  and 
suggests  the  finished  day,  and  knocks  at  the  door 
of  the  genial  soul.  Each  picture  or  song  is,  in 
its  way,  a  rounded  whole,  and  asks  to  be  taken 
into  our  hospitality  as  a  ready  guest  to  soothe 
and  cheer,  not  to  fret  and  fever  us.  The  work 
of  art  is  of  itself  something  done  already,  and 
even  a  picture  of  sunrise  or  the  morning  chorus 
of  the  hunters  is  a  finished  composition,  and  thus 
bears  with  it  something  of  the  expression  of  the 
parting  day.  But  society,  as  it  generally  pre- 
vails, is  unfinished,  restless,  striving,  uncomfort- 
able, and  adds  the  glare  and  hurry  of  the  morn- 
ing to  the  borrowed  vexations,  the  chills  and 
heats,  the  crowds  and  blaze  of  the  artificial 
evening.  We  would  give  more  for  an  hour  at 
sunset  with  a  friend  or  two,  under  genial  sky, 
than  for  all  the  midnight  magnificence  of  our 
crowded  and  heated  drawing-rooms.  It  is  one 
of  the  growing  charms  of  our  city  life  that  we 
are  not  forced  to  go  far  from  home  to  enjoy  this 
■solace,  and  nature  is  now  opening  her  Eden  in 
the  very  midst  of  our  rising  homes.  Our  great 
Park  is  reclaiming  the  very  hour  by  many  most 
of  all  neglected  ;  and  the  jeweled  clasp  that 
binds  the  mantle  of  night  ujion  the  bosoni  of 


day,  that  sunset  hour  which  is  so  often  lost  at 
the  dinner-table  or  in  the  after-dinner  nap,  is 
becoming  a  favorite  hour  with  multitudes  to  rev- 
el in  the  charms  of  our  public  gardens,  groves, 
and  waters.  Art,  too,  is  helping  out  the  spell, 
and  combining  her  voices  and  visions  with  the 
concerts  and  galleries  of  nature.  God  crown 
the  union  until  the  whole  city  enjoys  the  de- 
light, and  pleasure  rises  into  refinement,  and 
society  becomes  a  school  of  education  ! 

We  remarked  lately  in  an  essay  in  these  pages 
that  the  Christian  church  has  reversed  the  order 
of  the  natural  year,  and  made  the  autumn  and 
winter  of  nature  the  spring  and  summer  of  the 
soul,  beginning  her  spring-time  at  Advent,  which 
generally  opens  with  December,  and  fixing  the 
two  great  festivals  of  Christmas  and  Easter  at 
seasons  when  among  us  the  earth  withholds  her 
bloom.  We  do  not  quarrel  at  this  arrangement, 
and  are  glad  to  have  the  inward  life  genial  as 
the  outward  world  is  cold  and  dreary.  The 
heart,  too,  enjoys  the  contrast,  and  the  Christ- 
mas carol  and  Yule-tide  log  meet  the  craving  for 
social  joy  and  godly  mirth  when  snow  and  ices 
bind  the  landscape.  It  is  wise  to  follow  the 
same  principle  in  the  order  of  the  day,  and  not 
reverse,  but  rather  interpret  and  complete  the 
meaning  of  the  hours  by  a  just  method.  Night 
is  the  winter  of  the  day  in  its  darkness  and  cold- 
ness, and  we  need  therefore  to  do  what  we  can 
to  cheer  it  into  a  summer  of  the  soul,  instead 
of  yielding  passively  to  its  humors.  Probably, 
if  left  to  ourselves,  we  would  go  to  sleep  soon 
after  sundown  with  the  beasts  and  birds ;  and 
not  so  much  our  individual  inclinations  as  the 
habits  of  society  keep  us  awake,  and  secure  to 
us  our  round  of  pleasures  and  occupations. 
What  we  ought  to  seek  in  the  round  of  the  day, 
as  of  the  year,  is  such  adaptations  as  carry  out 
instead  of  annulling  the  laws  of  God  and  na- 
ture. In  winter  we  wisely  follow  the  reaction 
of  the  heart  from  the  chill  of  nature,  and  try  to 
make  life  genial  and  spiritual  without  vainly 
forcing  the  season  into  an  unnatural  surrmer; 
so  we  should  make  the  evening  social  and 
thoughtful,  without  trying  to  bring  back  the 
cares  and  worry  and  glare  of  the  day.  The 
true  evening  tone  of  life  is  a  matter  that  we  are 
to  study  as  never  before — to  make  it  genial  with- 
out dissipation,  intellectual  without  straining, 
refining  without  aflfectation,  and  devout  without 
liretension. 

It  would  be  well  if  our  higher  education  as 
well  as  our  social  accomjdishmcnts  paid  more 
regard  to  what  may  be  called  the  evening  tone 
of  thought  and  fellowship.  Surely  as  a  people 
wc  greatly  need  geniality  ;  and  as  we  put  away 
convivial  excesses  we  ought  to  cherish  the  con- 
vivial virtues,  and  have  hearty  comjianionsliip 
without  relying  u])on  tiie  decanter  or  the  beer- 
mug.  Our  leading  men  ought  to  help  us,  and 
we  ought  to  help  them,  live  more  at  case  and 
on  terms  of  greater  social  siuq)licity,  and  look 
upon  communion  as  quite  as  essential  as  origin- 
ality. Wc  ought  to  be  willing  to  come  together 
more  quietly  and   hai)i)ily,  without  ijemauding 
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the  zest  of  some  great  excitement  or  the  novelty 
of  some  great  demonstration,  whether  of  num- 
bers or  talent.  In  our  homes,  schools,  conven- 
tions, churches,  we  should  have  calm  fellowship, 
allow  an  hour  at  least  for  quiet  communion,  as 
under  the  setting  sun  or  the  evening  star,  and 
not  insist  upon  being  forever  under  the  spur  of 
some  popular  agitation  or  impassioned  appeal, 
or  even  original  thought.  We  exhaust  ourselves 
and  our  leaders  by  the  constant  demand  for  ex- 
citement, and  err  as  much  as  if  we  insisted  that 
the  sun  should  never  set,  and  life  should  always 
be  in  the  noonday  blaze. 

If  we  have  a  brilliant  man  we  insist  upon  his 
always  shining,  without  remembering  that  his 
lamp  must  rest  and  be  filled  that  it  may  duly 
shine,  and  that  even  genius  keeps  its  original 
force  only  by  due  fellowship  with  other  minds ; 
and  geniality  is  the  receptive  side  of  originality, 
the  mother  heart  of  that  masculine  head.  We 
ask  the  day  always  to  continue,  the  flower  al- 
ways to  bloom,  the  vine  always  to  bear.  In 
fact,  there  is  something  tragic  in  the  possession 
of  genius,  as  of  beauty,  and  they  who  worship  it 
cruelly  insist  upon  having  its  light  and  joy  al- 
ways. Few  brilliant  men  live  long  and  bear 
constant  fruit,  partly,  perhaps,  because  such  rare 
gifts  are  too  costly  and  exhaustive  to  last  long, 
but  frequently  because  they  are  not  allowed  to 
rest  and  lie  fallow.  In  no  one  respect  is  the 
prevailing  error  more  conspicuously  shown  than 
in  our  church  methods.  We  generally  exhaust 
or  kill  our  best  preachers  by  insisting  that  they 
shall  shine  always  and  be  one  perpetual  day. 
We  ask  them  to  shine  not  a  few  times  in  the 
year,  but  every  week,  if  not  every  day  ;  and  not 
once,  but  twice  or  three  times  the  same  day  we 
exact  of  them  the  rare  and  costly  fruits  of  orig- 
inal thought  and  composition.  Our  people  do 
this,  not  meaning  any  harm,  but  ignorant  of  the 
first  principles  of  mental  economy ;  and  they 
often  quietly  set  down  the  original  gifts  of  their 
minister  as  part  of  the  fixed  social  and  spiritual 
capital  ui)0ii  which  they  and  their  children  are 
to  live  and  make  a  figure  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next.  The  result  is  that  our  ablest  preach- 
ers die  young,  or  are  driven  from  the  pulpit 
hopeless  invalids  before  the  time  when  men  of 
other  professions  have  matured  their  gifts  and 
fame.  The  secret  of  this  appalling  fact  lies  in 
the  exhausting  nature  of  original  thinking  and 
composition,  and  in  the  incessant  call  for  brill- 
iancy and  fire,  and  the  refusal  of  ample  quiet 
and  communion. 

The  whole  country  has  lately  rung  with  the 
name  of  one  of  our  most  gifted  orators  and 
writers,  who  died  before  completing  his  fortieth 
year.  We  will  not  undertake  to  fathom  the  se- 
cret purpose  of  Divine  Providence  in  removing 
from  the  world  so  soon  a  mind  so  rare  and  a 
temper  so  genial  and  fascinating.  But  it  seems 
to  us  rather  a  marvel  that  he  lived  so  long  than 
that  he  lives  no  longer.  We  hear  of  monthly, 
and  even  perpetual  roses,  and  ever-bearing  ber- 
ries, that  keej)  their  promise  for  a  few  years 
during  the  summer-time;    but  who  has  heard! 


of  a  vine  or  tree  in  perpetual  bloom,  or  fruitage 
without  respite?  As  well  ask  the  vine  or  applo 
to  put  forth  fresh  leaves  and  fruit  forever,  as  ex- 
pect the  human  brain  to  be  forever  originating 
thought.  Starr  King  died  from  the  effect  of 
disease  upon  a  constitution  overwrought  by  the 
work  of  original  composition  and  exciting  ut- 
terance. In  his  case  this  may  have  been,  and 
probably  was,  well,  for  the  especial  need  demand- 
ed especial  effbrt,  and  the  pen  and  voice  call  fur 
heroes  and  martyrs  as  well  as  the  sword.  He 
evidently  was  aware  of  the  excessive  demands 
made  upon  his  strength  in  the  pulpit,  and  in  the 
arrangements  for  his  new  church  in  California 
he  expressly  guarded  against  the  prevailing  er- 
ror of  making  the  preacher's  brain  the  principal 
and  almost  the  sole  fountain  of  light  and  life, 
and  he  introduced  an  order  of  devotional  service 
that  secures  communion,  instead  of  depending 
always  upon  originality.  He  read  wisely  the 
lesson  of  the  evening  hour  far  away  on  that  Pa- 
cific shore,  and  instituted  a  form  of  vespers  very 
much  upon  the  idea  of  the  ancient  church,  v;ith 
modifications  suited  to  our  own  age  and  coun- 
try. The  progress  of  a  similar  service  among 
our  people  so  generally  is  one  of  the  noteworthy 
signs  of  the  times ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  its  calming  influence  is  more  craved  by  the 
popular  taste  than  the  old  sensation  preaching ; 
and  crowds  throng  to  church  to  hear  the  old 
hymn  and  chants  and  scriptures,  more  comfort- 
ed by  the  brief  exhortation  or  exposition  than 
by  the  usual  elaborate  and  lengthy  sermon. 

Without  going  into  any  ecclesiastic  antiqui- 
ties, it  might  interest  readers  to  know  the  tem- 
per and  usage  of  the  ancient  church  as  to  the 
evening  hours,  and  have  a  glimpse  of  the  forms 
of  devotion  and  treasures  of  literature  that  have 
gathered  around  the  vesper  service.  The  tone 
of  the  service  is  eminently  affectionate  and  home- 
like. The  Magnificat,  or  Hymn  of  Mary  of 
Nazareth,  is  the  favorite  melody  that  has  been 
sung  for  ages  immemorial,  even  in  Protestant 
England,  as  evening  comes  on  and  the  length- 
ening shadows  move  thoughts  of  home  on  earth 
or  heavenward.  As  the  cultus  of  the  Virgin 
Mother  grew  into  the  creed  of  Christendom  the 
Catholic  vespers  were  more  given  to  Mariolatry, 
and  probably  most  of  the  hymns  of  this  class 
were  inspired  by  the  romance  of  this  season. 
It  is  hard  to  believe  that  this  belief  has  prompt- 
ed so  much  of  the  lyrical  literature  of  Catholi- 
cism. The  modern  reader  is  astounded  in  look- 
ing over  the  grand  collection  of  Latin  hymns  is- 
sued in  Germany  to  find  that  so  many  of  them 
are  in  honor  of  Mary.  Of  the  three  volumes 
of  hymns,  the  second  is  wholly  filled  with  lyrics 
of  this  class,  and  is  larger  than  the  first  volume, 
that  is  devoted  to  the  hymns  in  praise  of  God 
and  his  angels.  If  there  is  sad  superstition  in 
this,  there  is  also  something  of  our  better  na- 
ture; and  we  will  not  wholly  scorn  the  human 
heart  for  seeking  refuge  from  a  hard  and  monk- 
ish theology  at  the  feet  of  that  lovely  vision  of 
faith,  the  Blessed  Mother,  who  was  thought  to 
be  first  of  God's  creatures  and  Queen  of  Heaven. 
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Even  our  great  iconoclast,  Theodore  Parker, 
does  not  csca]ie  this  teiuleiicy  to  run  for  shelter 
to  a  divine  oNIother's  arms ;  and  he  constantly 
])reached  of  and  prayed  to  the  mother  God, 
"vvhom  he  regarded  as  coeternal  and  coessential 
with  the  Eternal  Father.  To  him  God  was 
both  Mother  and  Father;  and  his  life  would  have 
been  longer,  and  his  ministry  more  edifying,  if 
he  had  held  more  of  his  service  in  the  motherly 
key,  and  spared  the  public  much  of  his  self-will 
and  antagonism.  lie  had  a  kind  heart  in  pri- 
vate relations ;  but  his  ministiy  was  not  always 
kind,  but  struck  rudely  at  the  Mother  Church, 
and  mother  faith  and  love  of  the  greater  part 
even  of  tolerant  Christians.  His  voice  some- 
times, indeed,  calls  us  home  to  God,  but  deals 
more  with  battle-cries  than  household  words. 
His  divine  Mother  is  presented  more  as  an  idea 
than  as  a  power,  and  he  had  little  love  for  the 
great  house,  the  Church  Universal,  where  ma- 
ternal love  for  ages  has  nursed  her  children  and 
guarded  them  from  harm,  and  to  which  she  calls 
all  poor  prodigals  back  as  to  their  native  home. 
He  held  no  evening  service  generally,  and  his 
morning  utterances  were  more  frequently  a  war- 
cry  than  a  homily,  and  not  even  his  devout  pray- 
er could  always  secure  the  hearer's  edification. 
The  gentler  sjnrit  was  in  him,  and  few  felt  more 
than  he  the  spell  of  the  evening,  or  could  have 
given  in  his  better  hours  a  richer  book  of  ves- 
per meditations  to  the  world.  He  felt  the  ma- 
ternal pulses  in  the  heart  of  nature  and  human- 
ity, and  undoubtedly  a  considerable  part  of  his 
evident  worry  and  dissatisfaction  with  himself 
came  from  the  conviction  that  he  was  often  at 
sword's-points  with  himself;  and  his  sharp  in- 
vective belied  the  tenderness  of  his  aifections, 
and  his  hand  brandished  the  sword  and  his  head 
planned  the  campaign,  while  the  dove  of  peace 
was  nestling  in  his  heart. 

The  day  must  come  when  such  unquiet  spir- 
its find  rest,  and  cease  to  make  us  restless.  Why 
should  not  the  large  humanity,  and  bold  con- 
victions, and  progressive  faith  of  our  advanced 
ihinkers  conquer  for  us  and  for  them  a  peace, 
and  give  us  peaceful  evening  contemplations 
after  their  day  of  toil,  and  storm,  and.  strife  is 
over?  They  ought  to  help  us  to  a  home  aflfec- 
tion  deeper  and  broader  than  that  which  seeks 
the  family  hearth-stone;  they  ought  to  make  us 
feel  at  home  with  tlie  master-minds  of  our  race, 
or  domesticate  us  in  the  great  family  of  human- 
kind. They  should  help  us,  as  the  day  wanes 
and  the  night  comes,  to  see  in  majestic  vision 
the  great  day's  work  of  tlie  children  of  God 
ihrougli  continuous  ages,  and  hear  the  ascrip- 
tion that  rises  from  them  all  as  they  salute  each 
other  before  the  eternal  throne.  Something  of 
this  great  brotherhood  we  are  already  feeling, 
and  at  twilight  not  only  do  the  fiiccs  of  lost  kin- 
dred and  friends  come  back  to  us,  but  the  forms 
of  the  great  thinkers,  heroes,  and  saints,  who 
have  made  us  all  brothers,  come  to  mind,  and 
we  arc  no  longer  alone,  but  with  the  great  fam- 
ily that  the  Eternal  Father  has  been  gathering 
together  throughout  the  ages.  Every  book,  pic- 
ture, wall,  garden;  iiouso,  church,  then,  has  a 


monumental  character,  and  o])ens  to  us  the 
things  that  have  been,  and  makes  the  mighty 
past  smile  upon  us  and  speak  to  us  as  a  familiar 
friend.  Looking  out  from  our  quiet  vesper  seat, 
I  see  the  s])ire  on  the  western  hills,  and  the  stones 
in  the  grave-yard  near  looming  up  in  the  even- 
ing shadows,  and  with  the  setting  sun  come 
thoughts  of  home  that  do  not  end  with  earthly 
habitations,  nor  merely  dream  of  some  bower 
of  bliss  within  those  gorgeous  curtains  that  veil 
that  pavilion  of  gold  that  seems  to  welcome  the 
vanishing  day.  It  is  good  at  such  times  to  muse 
and  chat,  as  mind  and  tongue  will  have  it,  and 
we  have  taken  you,  kind  reader,  into  cur  confi- 
dence, and  seated  you  by  our  side.  Good-even- 
ing, and  then  good-night ! 

]S^ORTHWARD. 

UNDER  the  high,  unclouded  sun 
That  makes  the  ship  and  shadow  one, 
I  sail  away  as  from  the  fort 
Booms  sullenly  the  noonday  gun. 

The  odorous  airs  blow  thin  and  fine, 
The  sparkling  waves  like  emeralds  shine. 
The  lustre  of  the  coral  reefs 
Gleams  whitely  through  the  tepid  brine. 

And  glitters  o'er  the  liquid  miles 
The  jeweled  ring  of  verdant  isles, 
Where  generous  Nature  hold  her  court 
Of  ripened  bloom  and  sunny  smiles. 

Encinctured  by  the  faithful  seas 
Inviolate  gardens  load  the  breeze. 
Where  flaunt,  like  giant  warders'  plumes. 
The  pennants  of  the  cocoa-trees. 

Enthroned  in  light  and  bathed  in  balm, 
In  lonely  majesty  the  Palm 
Blesses  the  isles  with  waving  hands — 
High  Priest  of  the  eternal  Calm. 

Yet  northward  with  an  equal  mind 
I  steer  my  course,  and  leave  behind 
The  rapture  of  the  Southern  skies, 
The  wooing  of  the  Southern  wind. 

For  here  o'er  Nature's  wanton  bloom 
Falls  fiir  and  near  the  shade  of  gloom, 
Cast  from  the  hovering  vulture-wings 
Of  one  dark  thought  of  woe  and  doom. 

I  know  that  in  the  snow-white  pines 
The  brave  Norse  fire  of  freedom  shines, 
And  fain  for  this  I  leave  the  land 
Where  endless  summer  pranks  the  vines. 

Oh  strong,  free  North,  so  wise  and  brave ! 
Oh  South,  too  lovely  for  a  slave! 
Why  read  ye  not  the  changeless  truth — 
The  free  can  conquer  but  to  save  ? 

May  God  upon  these  shining  sands 
Send  Love  and  Victory  clasi)ing  hands, 
And  Freedom's  banners  wave  in  ])cace 
Forever  o'er  the  rescued  lands! 

And  hero  in  that  triumphant  hour 
Shall  yielding  Beauty  wed  with  Power; 
And  lilushing  earth  and  smiling  sea 
In  dalliance  deck  tlie  bridal  bower. 
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PROFESSOR  CAIRNES,  of  Dublin,  in  his 
very  valuable  and  generally  accurate  v/ork 
on  the  "  Slave  Power,"  says  : 

"In  the  Southern  States  no  less  than  five  millions  of 
human  beings  ai'e  now  said  to  exist  in  a  condition  little 
removed  from  savage  life,  eking  out  a  wretched  subsist- 
ence by  lumting,  by  fishing,  by  hiring  themselves  out  for 
occasional  jobs,  and  by  plunder.  Combining  the  restless- 
ness and  contempt  for  regular  Industry  peculiar  to  the 
savage,  with  the  vices  of  the  j^foletaiy-e  of  civilized  com- 
munities, these  people  make  up  a  class  at  once  degraded 
and  dangerous ;  and  constantly  reinforced,  as  they  are,  by 
all  that  is  idle,  worthless,  and  lawless  among  the  popula- 
tion of  the  neighboring  States,  form  an  inexhaustible  pre- 
serve of  ruffianism,  ready  at  hand  for  all  the  worst  pur- 
poses of  Southern  ambition Such  ai-e  the '  mean  Avhites' 

or  'white  trash'. ..  .This  class  comprises,  as  I  have  paid, 
five  millions  of  human  beings — about  seven-tenths  of  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  South." 

This  opinion  of  Professor  Cairn  es  is  no  doubt 
shared  by  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
Northern  States  and  of  England.  But  it  is  a 
great  error.  Having  read  of,  or  seen,  the  wretch- 
ed specimens  of  humanity  who  loiter  about  the 
railway  stations,  or  hover  around  tlie  larg6  plant- 
ations on  the  great  Southern  thoroughfares,  they 
have  inferred  that  they  represent  "  seven-tenths 
of  the  whole  white  population"  of  the  South ! 
The  idea  is  preposterous,  for,  if  it  were  true, 
one  lialf  of  the  Southern  people  would  be  pau- 
pers, while  no  community  could  support  that 
proportion  of  non-producers.  But  it  is  not  true. 
The  great  mass  of  "  poor  whites"  are  superior 
(and  I  say  this  with  due  deliberation,  and  after 
sixteen  years'  acquaintance  with  them)  to  any 
other  class  of  uncultivated  men,  save  our  North- 
ern farmers,  on  the  globe. 

The  eight  millions  of  Southern  whites  may  be 
divided  into  three  general  classes  : 

First,  The  ruling  class,  which  includes  the 
planters,  and  the  higher  grades  of  professional 
men,  and  numbers  about  one  million.  Second, 
The  middle  or  lahorhu}  class,  which  includes  the 
small  traders,  mechanics,  farmers,  and  farm  and 
other  laborers,  and  numbers  about  six  and  a 
half  millions;  and,  third.  The  mean  ivhite  class, 
which  includes  all  who  are  appropriately  called 
"poor  trash,"  who  glean  a  sorry  subsistence 
from  hunting,  fishing,  and  poaching  on  the 
grounds  of  the  planters.  This  class  numbers 
about  half  a  million,  and  to  it  only  docs  Pro- 
fessor Cairnes's  description  apply. 

The  two  latter  classes  are  of  very  marked  and 
decidedly  opposite  characteristics.  One  labors ; 
is  industrious,  hardy,  enterprising ;  a  law-abid- 
ing and  useful  citizen  :  the  other  does  not  labor ; 
is  thieving,  vicious,  law-breaking,  and  of  "no 
sort  of  account"  to  his  family  or  to  society. 

The  mean  whites  do  combine  "  the  restless- 
ness and  contempt  for  regular  industry  peculiar 
to  the  savage,  with  the  vices  of  the  prolctaire  of 
civilized  communities."  Their  houses  are  often 
the  pole  wigwams  of  the  Indian,  shaped  like  a 
sugar-loaf,  with  merely  a  hole  at  the  top  to  let 
the  smoke  out  and  the  rain  in  ;  but  generally  i 


they  are  small  huts  of  rough  logs,  through  the 
crevices  of  which  the  wind  in  winter  whistles  a 
most  melancholy  tune.  The  one  room  of  these 
huts  is  floored  with  nothing  but  the  ground — 
hardened  with  mauls,  and  hollowed  at  the  cen- 
tre, as  if  to  hold  the  rain  that  comes  in  ;it  the 
roof — and  it  is  furnished  with  a  few  rickety 
chairs,  a  pine  log — hewn  smooth  on  the  u])per 
side,  and  made  to  serve  as  a  sofa — a  cracked 
skillet,  a  dirty  frying-pan,  an  old-fiishioned  rifle, 
two  or  three  sleepy  dogs,  and  a  baker's  dozen 
of  half-clad  children,  with  skins  and  hair  colored 
like  a  tallow-candle  dipped  in  tobacco-juice.  In 
one  corner  there  may  be  a  mud  oven,  half  crum- 
bled back  to  its  original  earth,  and  in  the  oth- 
ers, tw'o  or  three  low  beds,  with  corn-shuck  mat- 
tresses and  tattered  furnishings.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  inmates  is  suited  to  their  surround- 
ings. They  are  given  to  whisky-drinking,  snuff- 
dipping,  clay-eating,  and  all  manner  of  social 
vices. 

The  costume  of  these  people  is  of  the  most 
meagre  and  mean  description.  The  women  go 
Avith  bare  heads  and  foet,  and  their  only  gar- 
ment is  a  coarse  cottonade  gown,  falling  straight 
from  the  neck  to  just  below  the  knees.  The 
men  wear  slouched  hats,  and  linsey  trowsers, 
and  hunting  shirts,  so  begrimed  with  filtli,  and 
so  torn  and  patched  in  a  thousand  places,  that 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  original  material  is  left 
visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Many  of  them — owing, 
no  doubt,  to  their  custom  of  intermarrying — are 
deformed  and  apparently  idiotic,  and  they  all 
have  stunted,  ague-distorted  frames,  dull,  heavy 
eyes,  saftYon-hued  skins,  small,  bullet-shaped 
heads,  and  coarse,  wiry  hair,  which  looks  like 
oakum  shreds  bound  into  mops  and  dyed  v/ith 
lampblack. 

They  answer,  in  their  general  characteristics, 
to  the  "scum"  of  our  Northern  cities,  and  to  the 
vile  denizens  of  the  back  slums  of  London  and 
other  large  European  towns ;  but  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned whether  there  is  any  where  a  class  of 
whites  quite  so  degraded  and  so  utterly  useless 
as  they  are.  Every  where  but  in  the  Slave 
States  the  poor  man  labors,  produces  something 
toward  the  support  of  himself  and  of  others, 
but  the  "  mean  white"  of  the  South  does  not 
know  how  to  labor ;  he  produces  nothing  ;  he  is 
a  fungous  growth  on  the  body  of  society,  absorb- 
ing the  life  and  strength  of  the  other  parts. 

As  I  have  said,  the  laboring  poor  whites  are  a 
very  different  people.  They  comj)rise  fully  three- 
fourths  of  the  free  population  of  the  South. 
The  census  shows  that  on  the  first  of  June,  18G0, 
there  were  in  the  fourteen  Slave  States,  exclu- 
sive of  Delaware,  1,359, G55  white  males  engaged 
in  agricultural  and  otlier  outdoor  employments. 
Of  this  number,  901,102  are  classed  as  "farm- 
ers"— men  wlio  till  their  own  land  :  230, 14G  are 
classed  as  "farm-laborers" — men  who  till  the 
land  of  others  :  and  228,407  are  classed  as 
"laborers" — men  engaged  in  outdoor  work  oth- 
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or  than  the  tilhige  of  hind.  The  *'  farmers"  are 
not  to  be  confounded  with  the  planters — men 
who  work  hirge  tracts  of  kind  and  hirge  bodies 
of  slaves,  but  do  not  work  themselves — for  the 
census  takes  distinct  account  of  the  latter.  They 
number  only  85,558,  but — such  has  been  the 
working  of  the  ])eculiar  institution — they  own 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  negroes  and  landed 
property  of  the  South.  These  one  million  three 
hundred  and  odd  thousand  laboring  white  men 
represent  a  population  of  about  six  millions  ; 
and  if  Ave  add  to  them  the  four  hundred  thou- 
sand represented  by  the  planters,  and  the  one 
million  represented  by  men  in  trade,  manufac- 
tures, and  the  professions,  there  can  hardly  re- 
main, in  a  total  population  of  less  than  eight 
millions,  "  five  millions  of  human  being  who  eke 
out  a  wretched  subsistence  by  hunting,  by  fish- 
ing, by  hiring  themselves  out  for  occasional  jobs, 
and  by  plunder."  Half  a  million — the  number 
I  have  stated — is  vastly  nearer  the  truth. 

Little  is  known  at  the  North  of  this  large  farm- 
ing population,  for  the  reason  that  they  live  re- 
mote from  the  great  thoroughfares,  and  have  been 
seldom  seen  by  travelers.  They  are  settled  gen- 
erally in  the  "up-country"  and  "backwoods," 
and  there  lead  industrious  and  plodding  lives. 
From  them  have  sprung  such  men  as  Patrick 
Henry,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Andrew  Jackson, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Henry  Clay,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  Andrew  Johnson,  Parson  Brownlow, 
President  Lincoln,  and  nearly  all  the  represent- 
ative men  of  the  Slave  States.  In  fact  they  are 
the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  South,  the  strength 
of  its  armies,  the  men  who  are  now  so  patiently 
fighting  and  enduring  in  the  cause  of  Secession  ; 
and  they  will  be,  when  the  Union  is  restored,  the 
ruling  class,  the  real  political  South  of  the  fu- 
ture. 

To  illustrate  the  habits  and  characteristics  of 
the  farxner  class  of  "poor  whites" — (this  name 
is  a  misnomer,  for  a  man  can  hardly  be  called 
"  poor"  who  owns  his  own  house  and  farm,  and 
enjoys  all  the  necessaries  and  many  of  the  lux- 
uries of  life) — I  will  introduce  to  the  reader  one 
of  its  representative  men,  whom  I  met  at  his 
home  in  Tennessee,  about  thirteen  years  ago, 
a^d  again  encountered  at  Murfreesboro,  in  the 
moniili  of  May,  1863  ;  and  I  will  let  him  "speak 
for  himself,"  in  his  A-ernacular  dialect,  as  I  may 
thereby  give  a  more  ccfi'rect  idea  of  the  peculiar- 
ities of  his  class  than  by  a  more  general  descrip- 
tion. 

Late  in  November,  1850,  while  journeying  on 
horseback  from  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  to  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  I  was  overtaken  by  a  storm  one 
day,  just  at  nightfall,  and  forced  to  ask  shelter 
at  a  small  farm-house  near  the  little  town  of 
Richmond,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  The 
house  stood  in  a  small  clearing  a  short  distance 
from  x\\(^  highway,  and  was  one  story  high,  of 
hewn  logs  nicely  chinked  and  whitewashed,  with 
a  projecting  roof,  a  broad,  open  piazza,  and  an 
enormous  brick  chimney-stack  protruding  at  ci- 
ther gable.  As  I  rode  u])  to  it  the  farmer  came 
out  to  meet  mc.     He  was  dressed  in  homespun, 


and  had  a  wiry,  athletic  frame ;  a  dark,  sun- 
browned  complexion ;  an  open,  manly  face ;  and 
a  frank,  cordial  manner  that  won  my  confidence 
in  a  moment.  He  bade  me  "good  cvcnin'"  as 
I  approached  him,  and  returning  his  salutation, 
I  asked  him  for  shelter  for  myself  and  horse. 

"  Sartin,  Stranger,"  he  replied;  "I  nuver 
turned  away  one  o'  God's  images  yit,  ef  they 
wus  a  Yankee — an'  some  o'  them  is  dreflful  pore 
likenesses,  ye  mought  bet  a  pile  on  thet." 

"Why  do  you  think  I  am  a  Yankee?"  I 
asked,  smiling. 

"I  sees  it  all  over  ye.  But  come,  alight; 
ye's  welcome  ter  all  I  hes,  an'  ef  ye  kin  spin  a 
yarn  or  tell  a  lie  ony  bigger'n  I  kin,  I'll  'low  a 
Yankee  ar  smarter'n  a  Tennesscean — an'  I  nuv- 
er know'd  one  as  war  yit." 

Dismounting,  I  requested  him  to  give  my 
horse  some  oats,  remarking  that  I  made  free 
with  him,  because  I  expected  to  pay  for  what  I 
had. 

"Pay!"  he  exclaimed;  "nuver  ye  tork  uv 
pay,  Stranger,  'tween  two  sich  men  as  ye  an'  me 
is,  or  ye'll  make  me  fight  another  duel.  It's 
agin  my  principles,  but  I  fit  one  pnst,  an'  it 
mought  be  ye  wouldn't  loike  ter  hev  me  fit  an- 
other." 

"Not  with  me,  I  assure  you.  I'd  take  free 
quarters  with  you  for  a  month  rather  than  fight 
a  duel." 

"Yer  a  sensible  man;  fur  I  shud,  fur  shore, 
sarve  ye  jest  as  I  done  Clingman — thet  famous 
North  Car'lina  chap.  P'raps  ye  nuver  yered 
how  I  fit  him?" 

"No,  I  never  did." 

"Wall,  I'll  tell  ye  on  it.  But  yere,  Jake" 
(to  a  stout,  cheerful  negro,  who  just  then  ap- 
peared at  the  corner  of  the  house) — "yere,  Jake, 
tuck  the  gen'leman's  nag,  rub  him  down,  an'  guv 
him  some  oats,  an'  mind,  doan't  ye  guv  no  par- 
son's measure  wuth  the  oats." 

"Nuver  you  far,  Massa.  Jake'll  gub  it  ter 
'im  chock-heapin' — loike  you  gub's  ebery  ting, 
Massa,"  rejoined  the  negro,  bounding  nimbly 
into  the  saddle,  and  riding  off  to  the  bam-yard. 

The  farmer  then  turned  and  led  the  way  into 
the  house.  At  the  door  of  the  sitting-room  we 
were  met  by  his  wife — a  comely,  dark-eyed  wo- 
man of  about  thirty,  neatly  clad  in  a  calico 
gown,  and  a  spotless  lace  cap  perching  cozily 
on  the  back  of  her  head. 

"Sally,"  said  my  host,  as  we  entered  the  room, 
* '  yere'r  a  stranger ;  so  tuck  him  in  ;  guv  him 
fritters  an'  apple-jack  fur  supper,  fur  he'm  a 
Yankee,  an'  thar's  no  tellin'  but  ye  mought 
save  the  kentry  ef  ye  made  him  fall  in  love  wuth 
ye." 

The  good  woman  laughed,  gave  me  a  cordial 
greeting,  asked  me  to  a  seat  by  the  fire,  and  went 
about  preparing  supper.  As  I  seated  myself 
with  her  husband  by  the  broad  hearth-stone  I 
glanced  around  the  a])artmcnt.  It  occupied  one 
half  of  the  building,  and  had  a  most  cozy  and 
comfortable  aj)pearance.  On  the  lloor  was  a 
tidy  rag  car])ct,  and  the  i)lastcrcd  walls  were 
covered  with  a  modest  paper,  and  ornamented 
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with  a  half  dozen  neatly-framed  engravings.  A 
gilded  looking-glass,  festooned  with  sprigs  of 
evergreen,  hang  between  the  front  windows,  and 
opposite  to  it  stood  a  hnge  piece  of  mahogany, 
half  a  side-board,  half  a  bureau,  which  in  its 
day  had  graced  some  statelier  mansion.  A  doz- 
en rustic  arm-chairs,  covered  with  untanned 
deer-skin,  a  small  stand  in  the  corner  piled  high 
with  such  books  as  the  Bible,  the  "Pilgrim's 
Progress,"  and  "Doddridge's  Expositor,"  and 
a  large  pine  table,  on  which  my  hostess  was  ar- 
ranging the  tea-things,  completed  the  furniture 
of  the  room.  A  little  boy  of  five  and  a  little  girl 
of  seven  were  helping  the  good-wife  set  the  tea- 
table,  and  through  an  open  door  at  the  rear  I 
saw  an  older  child,  with  her  mother's  dark-brown 
hair  and  her  father's  expressive  features,  busily 
frying  the  fritters  over  the  kitchen  fire. 

After  asking  me  where  I  "come  from,"  where 
I  "  mought  be  moscyin'  ter,"  and  other  similar 
questions,  my  host  said : 

"  So  ye  nuver  yered  how  I  fit  Clingman — 
thet  big  Whig  chap  over  thar  ter  North  Car'li- 
na?" 

"No,"  I  replied,  "I  never  did,  but  I  would 
like  to,  for  I  know  Clingman." 

"Wall,  ye  sees,  it  war  jest  afore  the  last  'lec- 
tion, when  ye  put  in  ole  Zack  fur  President. 
The  Whigs  they  had  a  big  barbacue  down  ter 
Richmond,  an'  Clingman  an'  a  hull  lot  uv  'em 
went  inter  speechifying  ter  kill.  Wall,  in  the 
coorse  uv  Clingman's  speech  he  said  thet  Cass, 
our  canderdate,  wus  a  nigger-trader  down  thar 
ter  Newbern  way,  an'  wus  in  jail  fur  passin' 
counterfit  money,  an'  ef  we  'lected  him,  we'd 
hev  ter  bail  him  out  ter  'naugerate  him.  Now, 
I  couldn't  stand  thet,  no  how,  so  I  telled  Cling- 
man he  lied  loike  blazes.  Wall,  he  stopped 
short  ter  onst,  an'  axed  me  fur  my  redress." 

"ylJdress,"  said  his  wife,  pausing  in  her 
work,  and  looking  pleasantly  at  me. 

"Thet's  so,  Sally,"  replied  the  farmer.  "Stran- 
ger, Sally  hes  all  the  larnin'  uv  the  fambly.  She's 
a  quality  'ooman — she  is  !  Wall,  I  guv  Cling- 
man my  name,  an'  whar  I  hung  out,  an',  shore 
'nuff,  jest  arter  dark,  a  feller  rid  up  yere  wuth  a 
challunge,  all  writ  out  in  Clingman's  own  hand 
— an'  ye  knows  he's  a  right  smart  scholard,  an' 
a  durncd  clever  feller  ter  boot,  cf  he  ar  a  Whig. 
I  couldn't  read  the  thing — I  hain't  got  no  fur- 
der  nur  ])rent  yit — so  I  guv  it  ter  Sally.  Sally 
she  screeched  out  when  she  seed  whot  it  war 
'bout,  but  I  telled  har  ter  stand  up,  an'  die  loike 
a  man,  an'  so  she  sot  down,  an'  'cepted  the  chal- 
lunge. Now,  ye  knows,  the  challunged  'un  al- 
lers  hes  the  chisc  o'  weapons,  so  I  said  I'd  hev 
swords,  mounted." 

"  Then  you  are  fiimiliar  with  sword  practice?" 
I  remarked. 

"Furmilyc  wuth  it!  I  nuver  seed  morc'n 
one  sword  in  all  my  horned  days,  an'  thet  war 
so  durncd  rusty  a  ox-team  couldn't  dror  it.  It 
hung  over  dad's  front  door  when  I  war  a  young 
'un.  Dad  said  he  fit  wuth  it  ter  Cowpens,  but 
I  know'd  he  didn't,  'case  he  couldn't  ha'  been 
morc'n  two  y'ar  old  at  thet  writin'. 


"Wall,  I  said  swords,  mounted,  at  sun-up 
the  next  mornin',  over  agin  my  r'ar  pinery. 
Now,  I  hes  a  dreffal  smart  ox-brute  thet  I'se  a 
raised  up  fur  my  privat'  ridin'.  The  brute  he 
doan't  loike  a  spur,  an'  when  ye  puts  one  inter 
'im,  he'll  pitch,  head-foremose,  inter  the  fust 
thing  he  comes  ter,  be  it  man  or  beast.  Wall, 
in  the  mornin'  I  tuck  out  the  cow-horn  (ye'd 
think  Gabriel  war  a  soundin'  the  last  trump 
when  I  blows  it),  cut  a  right  smart  stick  fur  a 
sword,  put  it  inter  a  yaller  bag  thet  lucked  loike 
a  scabbard,  got  out  the  ox-brute,  tied  a  red  rag 
ter  his  horns,  put  on  him  my  wife's  best  kiverlct 
— Sally  hed  it  agin  we  got  morried ;  it  hes  more 
colors  nur  Joseph's  coat,  but  red  an'  yaller  dom- 
inates. Wall,  I  put  on  the  kiverlet  fur  a  sad- 
dle, an'  moseyed  off  ter  the  dueling  ground. 

"  Clingman,  he  war  thar,  wuth  two  seconds, 
a  doctor,  an'  a  hull  'pothecary  store  uv  cuttin' 
instruments,  all  waitin'  an'  ready  ter  make 
mince-meat  uv  my  carcass.  Soon  as  he  seed 
how  I  war  'coutered,  he  up  an'  'jected  ter  fight- 
in',  but  I  counted  out  the  terms  uv  the  duel — 
swords,  mounted — an'  I  telled  him  ef  he  didn't 
stand  an'  figlit  loike  a  man  I'd  post  him  all 
over  the  State  o'  North  Car'lina  fur  a  coward. 
Wall,  finarly  he  'eluded  ter  do  it.  So,  we  tuck 
our  stands,  the  seconds  they  guv  the  word, 
Clingman  he  put  spurs  inter  his  boss,  an'  I 
put  spurs  inter  mine,  an',  Stranger,  ye'd  better 
b'lieve  when  my  ox  moseyed  down  onter  his 
mar,  wuth  horn  a  blowin',  an'  kiverlet  a  flyin', 
the  mar  she  piked  out  quicker'n  a  whirlygust 
chasin'  a  streak  o'  lightnin',  an'  she  nuver  belt 
up  till  she  got  clean  inter  North  Car'lina.  I'se 
allers  telled  Sally  sense  thet  thet  kiverlet  ar  the 
flag  I  means  ter  live  under,  ter  sleep  under,  an' 
ter  die  under."* 

When  I  had  somewhat  recovered  from  the 
immoderate  fit  of  laughter  which  expressed  my 
appreciation  of  the  farmer's  story,  his  comely 
wife  said  to  me  : 

"Potch  up  yer  cheer,  Stranger.  We  hain't 
nothin'  'cept  common  doin's,  but  we's  'nuiF  o' 
them." 

And  there  was  "'nuff  o'  them."  The  table 
was  loaded  down  with  bacon,  venison,  wild- 
fowl, hominy,  corn-pone,  fritters,  tea,  cider,  and 
apple-jack,  all  heaped  upon  it  in  promiscuous 
confusion.  I  had  ridden  far,  and  eaten  nothing 
since  the  morning,  but  I  might  have  relished 
the  viands  had  my  appetite  been  much  daintier 
than  it  was. 

A  desultory  conversation  followed  till  the  close 
of  the  meal.  When  it  Mas  over,  again  seating 
myself  with  the  farmer  before  the  blazing  light- 
wood  fire,  while  liis  wife  and  elder  daughter 
went  about  clearing  away  the  tea-things,  I  said 
to  him: 

"Now  I  want  to  ask  you  how  you  live,  what 
you  raise,  how  many  negroes  you  have — all 
about  yourself,  for  I've  already  fallen  in  luvc 
with  you  and  your  wife." 

"Fall'n  in  love  wuth  me!  ha!  ha!"  echoed 

•  Subsequent  inijiiiry  siitisficd  mc  tluit  tlie  farmer's  ac- 
count of  this  singular  duel  wad  substantially  true. 
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the  former.  "Stranger,  7  nuvcr  fell  in  loA'e 
Avuth  nary  man  'cept  Sally,  but  I  fell  inter  it  so 
deep  wnth  slie  thet  I'se  Avillin'  all  creation  shud 
love  har  jest  loike  I  does — an'  they  wad,  cf  they 
only  know'd  har  so  wall  as  me." 

"  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  Does  she  do  all  her 
own  housework  ?" 

"  Uvery  thing — she  an'  the  little  gal.  She 
woan't  licv  no  lazy  nigger  wimmin  round. 
They  make  more  wuck  nur  they  does." 

"Do  yer  wife  wuck,  Stranger?"  asked  the 
ladv.  "They  say  wimmin  all  wucks  ter  the 
North." 

"  Nearlyall  do — except  my  wife.  She  don't, 
because  I  have  none.  But  I  intend  to  have  one. 
I  shall  probably  wait  till  your  husband  breaks 
his  neck,  and  then  pop  the  question  to  you." 

"Wall,  I  reckon  I'd  liev  ye,  fur  I'se  sort  o' 
tuck  ter  ye.  'Pears  loike  ye  Northern  gentle- 
men hain't  stuck  up,  an'  doan't  'count  tharselfs 
no  better  nur  wuckin'  folk,  like  the  'ristocracts 
does  round  yere." 

"The  heart,  not  the  wealth  or  the  intellect, 
Madam,  makes  the  true  aristocracy,"  I  replied, 
gravely. 

"  Thet's  whot  our  parson  sez  ;  an'  in  heaven, 
he  sez,  them  as  gits  the  highest  hcs  hearts  jest 
loike  little  childerin' — thet  loves  uvery  thing, 
an'  uvery  body,  an'  hain't  no  larnin'  at  all.  Ef 
thet's  so,  Bible'll  be  one  on  the  biggest  on  'em, 
fur  he's  got  nigh  ter  no  larnin' — he  kin  only  jest 
make  out  ter  spell — an'  his  heart  ar  big  'nuff  ter 
holt  all  o'  creation." 

"  Doan't  ye  say  thet,  Sally,"  said  the  farmer 
looking  at  his  wife  with  a  tender  light  in  his 
eyes,  and  a  beautiful  smile  on  his  rough  feat- 
ures: "The  Lord  moughtn't  be  uv  yer  'pin- 
ion." 

"Yas,  He  ar,  fur  He  knows  ye  jest  loike  I 
docs." 

The  farmer  made  no  reply,  and  a  short  si- 
lence followed.     I  broke  it  by  saying : 

"Come,  Bible,  if  that  is  your  name,  answer 
my  questions — tell  me  all  about  yourself." 

"Thet  hain't  my  name,  Stranger,  though  it'r 
whot  I  goes  by.  Ye  sees  my  name  ar  Smith, 
an'  dad  chrisund  me  Jehoshaphat* — ter  'stin- 
guish  me  frum  the  t'other  Smiths,  but,  some- 
how, it  got  shortened  ter  Bible,  an'  it'r  been  Bi- 
ble unter  this  day.  I  wuck'd  'long  uv  dad  till  I 
war  twenty-one,  for  the  ole  'un  he  said  he'd  a 
fetched  me  up  when  I  war  a  young  'un,  an'  he 
war  bound  ter  git  his  pay  out  o'  me  agin  I  war 
grow'd,  an'  he  done  it. 

"Wall,  the  day  I  war  uv  age  dad  axed  me 
out  ter  the  barn,  an'  totin'  out  a  mule-brute  as 
hed  been  in  the  fambly  uver  sense  Adam  warn't 
no  highcr'n  lettle  Sally,  he  sez  ter  me,  sez  he : 
'  Thar,  Bible,  thar's  my  last  wall  an'  testamunt ; 
tnck  it,  an'  gwo  an'  seek  yer  fortun'.'  I  hadn't 
nary  chise,  so  I  tuck  the  mule-brute  an' moseyed 
out  tor  seek  my  fortun'.  I  squatted  down  right 
squar  onter  tliis  dead' n in',  hired  my  nig  Jake 
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(I  owns  him  now),  an'  me,  an'  Jake,  an'  the 
mule-brute  went  ter  wuck  loike  blazes — all  but 
the  mule -brute  —  he  war  too  tarnal  lazy  ter 
wuck ;  he  war  so  lazy  I  hed  ter  git  my  ox  ter 
help  him  dror  his  last  breath.  Wall,  Jake  an' 
me  added  acre  ter  acre,  an'  mule-brute  ter  mule- 
brute,  as  the  Scriptur'  sez,  till  finarly  I  got  ter 
be  right  wall  forehanded.  Then,  one  day,  I  sez 
ter  Jake  :  *  Jake,'  sez  I,  '  ye's  got  a  wife,  an'  ye 
knows  whot  durmestic  furlicity  is — ter  be  shore 
ye  hes  ter  keep  it  seven  mile  away ;  but  whot's 
thet  when  I  guvs  ye  Saturday  arternoons  an' 
Sundays  all  ter  yersclf.  Now  /  hain't  nary  fur- 
licity at  all.     Whot  shill  I  do  ?' 

"  '  Git  a  wife,  Massa,'  sez  Jake ;  '  git  a  wife, 
Massa.  Saddle  de  mar,  Massa,  an'  gwo  out  on 
a  'splorin'  expedition.  Jake'U  luck  arter  de 
fixin's  while  you'm  away.' 

"  Now  thet  nig  ar  allers  right ;  he's  got  a  head 
longer'n  the  moral  law ;  so  I  saddled  the  mar 
an'  sallied  out  arter  Sally.  I  hed  ter  scour  nigh 
'bout  all  o'  creation,  an'  it  tuck  me  four  hull 
months  ter  do  it,  but — I  found  har.  Soon  as  I 
sot  eyes  on  har  I  know'd  it  war  she,  an'  I  tolled 
har  so  ;  but  she  say,  'Ye  must  ai  Par.'  (Sally 
hes  book-breedin',  ye  sees,  so  she  sez  j^a?-  in- 
stead o'  dad,  which  ar'  the  nat'ral  way.)  Wall, 
I  axed  '  par ;'  he's  one  on  yer  quality  folk,  been 
ter  Congress,  an'  only  missed  bein'  Guv'ner  by 
— not  gittin'  the  nomurnation.  I  axed  him, 
an'  he  shuck  his  head ;  but  I  guv  him  jest  a 
week  ter  think  on  it,  an'  moseyed  out  ter  git 
ready  agin  the  weddin'.  I  know'd  he'd  come 
round,  an'  he  done  it.  So  I  sez  ter  Sally :  '  Sally,' 
sez  I,  '  we'll  be  morried  ter-morrer.' 

"  '  Ter-morrer ! '  screeched  Sally,  hoi  tin'  up 
har  hands  an'  openin'  har  eyes ;  '  why,  I  hain't 
a  ready.     I  hain't  no  does !' 

"  'Cloes!'  sez  I;  '  nuver  mind  yer  does;  I 
doan't  morry  ye  fur  them.' 

"  So  Sally  she  consented,  an'  I  piked  out  fur 
a  parson.  Now  thar  warn't  none  nighern  over 
a  branch,  an'  it  so  happin'd  it  rained  loike  blazes 
thet  night,  an'  toted  off  all  the  bridges ;  so  when 
the  parson  an'  me  got  down  ter  the  run  jest  arter 
noon  the  next  day — we  wus  ter  a  been  morried 
at  'levin — thar  warn't  no  way  o'  crossin' ;  but 
thar  war  Sally,  on  the  t'other  side  uv  the  run,  in 
har  sun-bunnet  an'  a  big  umbrell',  onpaticntly 
waitin'  fur  us.  Thar  warn't  no  other  how,  so 
I  sez  ter  the  parson :  '  Parson,'  sez  I,  '  say  over 
the  Prayer-book — Sally's  got  tlie  hull  uv  it  by 
heart  agin  this  time — we'll  be  morried  ter  oust 
right  yere,'  So  the  parson  he  said  over  the 
Prayer-book,  Sally  slie  made  the  'sponses — all 
'bout  the  'beyin'  an'  so  on — an'  we's  been  man 
an'  wife  uver  sense ;  an'  Stranger,  I  doan't  keer 
whar  the  t'other  'ooman  ar',  thar  hain't  nary  one 
livin'  quite  up  ter  Sally." 

'.'An'  does  ye  b'lieve  thet  story.  Stranger?" 
asked  Sally,  who,  having  finished  clearing  away 
the  tea-things,  had,  with  the  older  daughter  and 
the  younger  children,  taken  a  seat  near  me  in 
the  chimney-corner. 

"I  can't  say  that  I  do.  Not  altogether,"  I 
replied. 
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"I'm  glad  on  it;  fur  we  wus  morried  in  a 
house,  loike  Christun  people — we  avus." 

"  Is  Jake  3'our  only  slave  ?"  I  asked  the  farm- 
er after  a  while. 

•'  Yas,"  he'r  my  only  'un,  but  he's  as  good  as 
ony  two  ye  uver  know'd  on.  Ye  sees,  1  raises 
nigh  on  ter  no  craps  'cept  mule-brutes  an'  horn- 
ed critters,  an'  them,  ye  knows,  browse  in  the 
woods,  and  doan'tmake  much  wuck." 

If  space  allowed  I  would  tell  the  reader  more 
of  this  farmer's  family ;  how  every  thing  about 
the  house  and  outbuildings  was  the  model  of  neat- 
ness ;  how  the  comely  housewife  strove,  with 
grace  and  cheerfulness,  to  do  honor  to  a  stran- 
ger guest;  how  tidily  she  kept  her  handsome 
brood,  all  clad  in  homespun  of  her  own  weaving, 
and  her  own  making ;  how  the  younger  children 
climbed  their  fatlier's  knee,  pulled  his  beard, 
and  laughed  at  his  stories,  as  if  they  had  never 
heard  them  before  ;  how  nimbly  the  elder  daugh- 
ter sprang  to  do  her  mother's  bidding,  how  she 
fetched  the  apples  from  the  loft,  and  the  apple- 
jack from  the  pantry,  and,  between  times,  help- 
ed to  lull  the  sleepy  little  ones  to  sleep,  or  to 
keep  them,  wakeful,  out  of  mischief;  how  when 
we  parted  for  the  night,  Sally  read  a  chapter 
from  the  big  Bible,  and  then,  all  kneeling  down, 
made  such  a  prayer  as  the  Good  All-Father  loves 
to  hear ;  how  when  I  bade  them  "  good-by"  in 
the  morning  all  had  to  kiss  me,  from  the  mo- 
ther to  the  youngest ;  and  how  Bible,  giving  me 
a  parting  grasp  of  the  hand,  said  as  I  mounted 
to  ride  away, 

*'Come  out  an'  settle  yere,  Stranger;  we'll 
send  ye  ter  Congress — the  man  as  hes  cheek 
enuff  ter  kiss  a  man's  wife  afore  his  vury  face 
kin  git  ony  office  in  this  part  o'  the  kentry  !" 

For  nearly  thirteen  years  I  saw  nothing  of 
my  Tennessee  friend  ;  but  one  day,  last  spring, 
as  I  alighted  from  the  cars  at  Murfreesboro,  a 
heavy  hand  was  laid  on  ray  shoulder,  and  a 
strangely  familiar  voice  accosted  me  with, 

"I  know'd  it  wus  ye.  I  know'd  ye  the  min- 
nit  I  sot  eyes  on  ye." 

Turning  on  the  speaker  I  saw  a  spare,  square- 
ly-built, loose-jointed  man,  above  six  feet  high, 
with  a  strongly-marked  face,  a  long,  grizzly 
beard,  and  silvery  black  hair  hanging  loosely 
over  his  shoulders  like  a  woman's.  He  wore  an 
officer's  undress  coat,  and  the  boots  of  the  cav- 
alry service,  but  the  rest  of  his  costume  was  of 
the  common  "butternut"  homespun.  Taking 
his  extended  hand,  and  trying  hard  to  recall  his 
features,  I  said  to  him  : 

"  I  know  your  voice,  but  I  don't  remember 
your  face." 

"Doan't  remember  inc!  me,  Bible  —  Bible 
Smith !  Why  I'd  a  know'd  ye  of  yer  face  bed 
been  blackcr'n  yer  Whig  principles." 

The  name  brought  him  to  my  remembrance. 
Again  grasping  his  hand,  and  shaking  it  this 
time  with  a  right  good-will,  I  exclaimed : 

"  I'm  delighted  to  see  you,  Bible ;  and  to  see 
you  hero, — true  to  the  old  flag." 

"  Ye  mought  hcv  know'd  thet." 


He  accompanied  me  to  my  lodgings,  and 
there,  seated  on  the  piazza  after  dinner,  told 
me  the  story  of  his  life  since  we  parted.  As  it 
illustrates  traits  of  character  which  are  common 
to  all  of  his  class,  I  will  give  it,  in  part,  to  the 
reader. 

The  world  had  gone  well  with  him  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  That  event 
found  him  the  owner  of  fifteen  likely  negroes,  a 
fine  plantation  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
and  a  comfortable  framed  dwelling  and  out- 
buildings. His  elder  daughter  had  married  a 
young  farmer  of  the  district,  and  his  younger — 
little  Sally,  whom  I  remembered  as  a  rosy- 
cheeked,  meek-eyed  wee  thing  of  only  seven 
years — had  grown  up  a  woman. 

In  the  spring  of  18G1,  when  there  were  no 
Union  troops  south  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  seces- 
sion fever  was  raging  furiously  all  over  his 
county,  he  organized  one  hundred  and  six  of 
his  neighbors  into  a  com])any  of  Home  Guards, 
and  was  elected  their  captain.  They  were 
pledged  to  resist  all  attacks  on  the  person  or 
property  of  any  of  their  number,  and  met  fre- 
quently in  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
homes.  This  organization  secured  Bible  safety 
and  free  expression  of  opinion  till  long  after 
Tennessee  went  out  of  the  Union.  In  fact,  he 
felt  so  secure  that,  in  18G2 — a  year  after  the 
State  seceded — under  the  protection  of  his  band 
of  Home  Guards  he  inaugurated  and  carried 
through  a  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  at 
Richmond,  Tennessee,  under  the  very  guns  of  a 
rebel  regiment  then  forming  in  the  town. 

An  act  of  so  much  temerity  naturally  attract- 
ed the  attention  of  the  Confederate«autliorities, 
and  not  long  afterward  he  was  roused  from  his 
bed  one  morning  before  daybreak  by  three  hun- 
dred armed  men,  who  told  him  that  he  was  a 
prisoner,  and  that  all  his  property  was  confis- 
cated to  the  Government.  They  at  once  en- 
forced the  "confiscation  act;"  "and  this,"  he 
said,  taking  from  his  wallet  a  piece  of  soiled 
paper,  "ar'  whot  I  bed  ter  'tribute  ter  the  ding- 
nation  consarn.  It'r  Sally's  own  handwrite,  an' 
I  knows  ye  loikes  bar,  so,  ye  kin  hev  it,  fur  it'll 
nuver  be  uv  no  manner  uv  account  ter  me." 

The  schedule  is  now  before  me,  and  I  copy  it 
verbatim:  "  l-l  men  and  wimmin"  [Jake  eluded 
the  soldiers  and  escaped  to  the  woods],  "  1600 
barrils  com,  130  sheeps,  700  bushls  wheat,  440 
barley,  100  rye,  27  mules,  5  cow-brutes,  105 
head  hogs,  17  horses  and  mars,  and  all  they  cud 
tote  beside." 

"  Wall,  they  tied  me,  hand  an'  fut,"  he  con- 
tinued ;  "an'  toted  me  off  ter  the  Military  Com- 
mission sittin'  ter  Chattanooga.  I  know'd  whot 
thet  meant — a  short  prayer,  a  long  rope,  an'  a 
break-down  danced  on  the  top  o'  nothin'.  Bet- 
ter men  nur  me  bed  gone  thet  way  ter  the  King- 
dom— sevin  on  'em  wuthin  a  month — but  I  dc- 
tarmincd  I  wouldn't  go  cf  I  could  holp  it ;  not 
thet  I  'jected  ter  the  journey,  only  ter  goin'  afore 
uv  Sally.  Ye  sees,  I  hedn't  been  nigh  so  good 
a  man  as  I'd  orter  be,  an'  I  reckoned  Sally — 
who,  ye  knows,  ar    the  best  'ooman  thet  uver 
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lived — I  reckoned  she,  ef  she  got  thar  a  leetle 
afore  o'  me,  could  sort  o'  put  in  a  good  word 
wuth  the  Lord,  an'  git  Ilini  tcr  shot  His  eyes 
ter  a  heap  o'  my  doin's ;  an'  sides,  I  know'd  I 
should  feel  a  mighty  strange  loike  up  thar  with- 
out har.  Wall,  I  detarmined  not  ter  go,  so  thet 
night,  as  we  war  camped  out  on  the  ground,  I 
slid  the  coil,  stole  a  nag,  an'  moseyed  off.  How- 
sumuver,  I  hedn't  got  more'n  a  hun'red  rods 
'fore  tlie  durned  Secesh  yered  me,  an'  the  bul- 
lets fell  round  me  thicker'n  tar  in  January. 
They  hit  the  hoss,  winged  me  a  trifle,  an'  in 
less  nur  ten  minnits,  hed  me  tighter'n  uver. 
They  swore  a  streak  uv  blue  brimstun',  an'  said 
they'd  string  me  up  ter  onst,  but  I  telled  'em 
they  wouldn't,  'case  I  know'd  I  war  a  gwine  ter 
live  ter  holp  do  thet  ar'  same  turn  fur  Jeff  Davis. 
Wall,  I  s'pose  my  impudence  hed  suthin'  ter  do 
wuth  it,  fur  they  didn't  hang  me — ye  mought 
know  thet,  fur,  ye  sees,  I  hes  a  good  neck  fur 
stretchin'  yit. 

"Wall,  we  got  ter  Chattanooga  jest  arter 
noon.  The  Commission  they  hed  too  many  on 
hand  thet  day  ter  'tend  ter  my  case,  an'  the  jail 
wus  chock-heajjin',  so  they  put  me  inter  a  tent 
under  guard  uv  a  hull  Georgy  regiment.  Wall, 
/  didn't  know  whot  ter  do,  but  thinkin'  the  Lord 
did,  I  kneeled  down  an'  prayed  right  smart.  I 
telled  Him  I  hedn't  no  face  ter  meet  Him  afore 
I'd  a  done  suthin'  fur  the  kentry,  an'  thet  Sally's 
heart  would  be  clean  broke  ef  I  went  afore  har, 
but,  howsumuver,  I  said.  He  know'd  best,  an' 
ef  it  war  His  will,  I  hed  jest  nothin'  ter  say  agin 
it.  Thet's  all  I  said,  but  I  said  it  over  an'  over, 
a  heap  o'  times,  an'  it  war  right  dark  when  I 
got  off  uv  my  knees.  The  Lord  yercd  me,  thet's 
sartin,  'case  I  hedn't  more'n  got  up  fore  a  dirty 
gray-back,  drunker'n  a  member  uv  Congress, 
staggered  inter  the  tent.  I  reckon  he  thort  he 
war  tcr  home,  fur  he  drapped  down  outer  the 
ground  an'  went  ter  sleep  wuthout  so  much  as 
axin'  ef  I  wus  will  in'. 

"Then  it  come  inter  my  head,  all  ter  onst, 
w'hot  ter  do.  Ye  sees,  the  critters  hed  tied  me 
hand  an'  fut  an'  teddered  me  wuth  a  coil  ter 
one  o'  the  tent-stakes,  so  I  couldn't  move  only 
jest  so  fur ;  but  the  Lord  He  made  the  drunken 
feller  lop  down  jest  inside  uv  reachin'.  Wall, 
when  I  war  shore  he  war  dead  asleep,  I  rolled 
over  thar,  drawed  out  the  bowie-knife  in  his 
belt  wuth  my  teeth  an'  sawed  off  my  wristlets 
in  no  time.  Ye  kin  reckon  it  didn't  take  long 
ter  undo  the  'tother  coils,  an'  ter  'propriate  his 
weapons,  tie  'im  hand  an'  fut  loike  I  war,  strip 
off  his  coat,  put  mine  outer  'im,  swap  hats,  an' 
pull  the  one  I  guv  him  down  onter  his  eyes  loike 
as  ef  he  nuver  wanted  ter  see  the  sun  agin. 
When  I'd  a  done  thet,  I  stopped  ter  breathe, 
an'  luckin'  up  I  seed  a  light  a  comin'.  I  'spi- 
cioncd  it  war  ter  'xamine  arter  me,  so  I  slunk 
down  inter  a  crack  o'  the  tent  jest  aside  the 
door.  They  wus  a  leftenant  an'  three  privits 
makiu'  the  rounds,  an'  tlic  light  showed  me 
nigh  onter  a  army  uv  sentinels  all  about  tliar. 
Thet  warn't  no  way  cncouragin',  but  scz  I  ter 
myself:   'Bible,'  scz  I,  'be  cool  an'  outdacious 


an'  ye'll  git  out  o'  this  yit ;'  so  when  the  leften- 
ant luck'd  in,  an'  sayin',  'All  right,'  put  out 
agin,  I  riz  uj)  an' jined  the  fellers  as  wus  a  fol- 
Icrin'  on  him.  I  kept  in  the  shadder,  an'  they, 
s'posin'  I  war  one  on  'em,  tuck  no  kind  uv  notice 
uv  me.  AVc'd  luck'd  arter  three  or  four  jjore 
prisoners  loike  I  war,  when  I  tliort  I'd  better  be 
a  moseyin',  so  I  drapped  ahind  an'  arter  awhile 
dodged  out  beyont  the  second  line  o'  pickets. 
I'd  got  nigh  onter  a  patch  uv  woods  half  a  mile 
off,  when  all  ter  onst  a  feller  sjjrung  up  from  a 
clump  uv  bushes,  yelled  '  Halt ! '  an'  pinted  his 
musket  stret  at  me.  I  mought  hev  cended  'im, 
but  I  reckoned  others  wus  nigh,  an'  sides,  I  nuver 
takes  humin  life  ef  I  kin  holp  it;  so  I  scz  ter 
'im :  '  Why,  Lord  bless  me,  cumrad',  I  didn't 
seed  ye.'  'I  s'pose  ye  didn't.  Whot  is  ye 
doin'  yerc?'  sez  he.  'Only  pursuin'  a  jug  o' 
blue  ruin  I'se  out  thar  hid  under  a  log,'  sez  I. 
'  Ye  knows  it'r  agin  rule  ter  tote  it  inside,  but  a 
feller  must  lickcr.'  'Wall,  licker  up  ter-mor- 
rer,'  sez  he.  '  We's  got  'ticklar  orders  ter  let 
no  'un  out  ter-night.'  'Blast  the  orders,'  sez  I. 
'Ye'd  loike  a  swig  yerself.'  'Wall,  I  would,' 
scz  he.  '  Wull  ye  go  snacks?'  'Yas,'  sez  I; 
'an'  guv  ye  chock-heapin'  measure,  fur  I  viust 
hev  some  o'  thet  afore  mornin'.'  Thet  brung 
him,  an'  I  piked  off  for  the  ruin.  (It  warn't 
thar,  ye  knows — I  nuver  totch  the  dingnation 
stuff.)  Ye'd  better  b'lieve  the  grass  didn't  grow 
under  my  feet  when  onst  I  got  inter  the  woods. 
I  plumbed  my  coorse  by  the  stars  an'  made  ten 
right  smart  miles  in  no  time. 

"  I'd  got  ter  be  right  wall  tuckered  out  by 
thet  time.  So  I  put  fur  a  piece  uv  timber,  lay 
down  under  a  tree,  an'  went  ter  sleep.  I  must 
hev  slept  mighty  sound  till  'long  'bout  mornin', 
when  I  woke  up.  Then  I  luck'd  all  round  an' 
seed  nuthin',  but  I  yercd — not  a  mile  off — the 
hounds  a  bayin'  away  loike  a  young  thunder- 
gust.  I  luck'd  at  the  'volver  I'd  stole  from  the 
soger,  seed  it  war  all  right,  an'  tlien  dumb  a 
tree.  'Bout  so  quick  as  it  takes  ter  tell  it  the 
hounds — two  'mazin'  fine  critters,  wuth  a  hun- 
'red an'  fifty  apiece — wus  on  me.  I  run  my 
eye  'long  the  pistol-barr'l  an'  let  drive.  It  tuck 
jest  two  shots  ter  kill  'em.  I  know'd  the  Se- 
cesh wus  a  follerin'  the  dogs,  so  ye'd  better 
b'lieve  I  made  purty  tall  racin'  time  till  I  got 
ter  the  eend  uv  the  timber. 

"Jest  at  night  I  run  agin  some  darkeys,  who 
guv  me  suthin  ter  cat,  an'  nothin'  more  happin'd 
'fore  the  next  night,  when  I  come  in  sight  o' 
home.  I  got  ter  the  edge  uv  the  woods,  on  the 
hill  jest  ahind  uv  my  barn,  'bout  a  hour  by  sun  ; 
but  I  darn't  go  down,  fur,  ye  knows,  the  house 
stood  in  a  clarin',  an'  some  uv  the  varmunts 
mought  be  a  watchin'  fur  me.  I  lay  thar  till  it 
war  thick  dark,  an'  then  I  crept  ter  the  r'ar 
door.  I  listened  ;  an'  whot  d'ye  s'pose  I  yercd  ? 
Sally  a  prayin' — an'  prayin'  fur  7we,  so  'ainest 
an'  so  tender  loike,  thet  I  sot  down  on  the  door- 
step an'  cried  loike  a  child — I  did. 

"  She  telled  the  Lord  how  much  I  war  to  har ; 
how  she'd  a  loved  me  uver  sense  she'd  a  fust  seed 
me;  how  'fore  har  father,  or  mother,  or  even 
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the  chillen,  she  loved  me ;  how  she'd  tried  ter 
make  me  love  Him ;  how  she  know'd  thet,  way 
down  in  my  heart,  I  did  love  Him,  though  I 
didn't  say  so,  'case  men  doan't  speak  out  'bout 
sech  things  Icike  wimmin  does.  An'  she  telled 
Him  how  she  hed  tried  ter  do  His  will ;  tried 
ter  be  one  on  His  raal  chillen;  an'  she  telled 
Him  He  hed  promised  not  ter  lay  onter  His  chil- 
len no  more'n  they  could  b'ar,  an'  she  couldn't 
b'ar  ter  hev  me  hung  up  as  ef  I  war  a  traitor : 
thet  she  could  part  wuth  me  if  it  war  best ;  thet 
she  could  see  me  die,  an'  not  weep  a  tear,  ef  I 
could  only  die  loike  a  man,  wuth  a  musket  in 
my  hand,  a  doin'  suthin'  for  my  kentry.  Then 
she  prayed  Him  ter  send  me  back  ter  har  fur 
jest  one  day,  so  she  mought  ax  me  once  more 
ter  love  Him — an'  she  know'd  I  would  love  Him 
ef  she  axed  me  agin — an'  she  said  ef  He'd  only 
do  thet,  she'd — much  as  she  loved  me — she'd 
send  me  away,  an'  guv  me  all  up  ter  Hira  an' 
the  kentry  fur  uver ! 

"I  couldn't  stand  no  more,  so  I  opened  the 
door,  drapped  onter  my  knees,  tuck  har  inter 
my  arms,  lay  my  head  on  har  shoulder,  an' 
sobbed  out :  '  The  Lord  hes  ycrcd  ye,  Sally  !  I 
wull  love  Him  !  I  wull  be  worthy  of  sech  love 
as  ye's  guv'n  me,  Sally !'  " 

He  paused  for  a  moment,  and  covered  his 
face  with  his  hands.  When  he  spoke  again  there 
was  a  softness  and  tenderness  in  his  tone  that  I 
never  heard  in  the  voice  of  but  one  other  man. 

"Sense  thet  minnit  this  yerth  hes  been  an- 
other yerth  ter  me :  an'  though  I'se  lost  iivery 
thin',  though  I  hes  no  home,  though  night  arter 
night  I  sleeps  out  in  tlie  cold  an'  the  wet,  a  scout- 
in',  though  my  wife  an'  chillen  is  scattered, 
though  nigh  uvery  day  I'se  in  danger  uv  the 
galUis,  though  I'se  been  roped  ter  a  tree  ter  die 
loike  a  dog,  though  a  thousand  bullets  hes  yelled 
death  in  my  yeres,  though  I'se  seed  ray  only  boy 
shot  down  afore  my  vury  eyes,  an'  I  not  able  ter 
speak  ter  him,  ter  guv  him  a  mossel  uv  comfort, 
or  ter  yere  his  last  word,  I'se  hed  suthin  allers 
yere  (laying  his  hand  on  his  heart)  thet  hes  belt 
me  up,  an'  made  me  luck  death  in  the  fac?  as  ef 
I  loved  it.  An'  ef  ye  hain't  got  thet,  no  matter 
wliot  .else  ye's  got,  no  matter  whot  money,  or 
larnin',  or  friends,  ye's  pore — porcr  nur  I  ar!" 

I  made  no  reply,  and  after  a  short  silence  he 
resumed  his  story. 

"Jake — thet  war  my  boy — ye  remember  him, 
ye  hed  him  on  yer  knee — he  war  eighteen  an'  a 
man  grow'd  then :  wall,  Jake  an'  me  made  up 
our  minds  ter  j)ike  fur  the  Union  lines  ter  onst. 
Sally  war  all  night  a  cookin'  fur  us,  an'  we  a 
gittin'  the  arms  an'  fixin's  a  ready — we  hed  lots 
o'  them  b'longin'  ter  the  Guards,  hid  away  in  a 
panel  uv  the  wall — an'  the  next  day,  meanin' 
ter  start  jest  arter  sunset,  we  laid  down  fur 
some  sleejnn'.  Nigh  onter  dark.  Black  Jake, 
who  war  a  watchin',  come  rushin'  inter  the  house, 
sayin'  the  Secesh  was  a  comin'.  Thar  wus  only 
twenty  on  'em,  he  said,  an'  one  wus  drunk  an' 
didn't  count  fur  nuthin',  so  we  detarmined  ter 
meet  'em.  We  tuck  our  stands  nigh  the  door, 
each  on  us  men — Black  Jake,  the  boy,  an'  me 


— wuth  a  Derringer  in  his  pocket,  two  'volvers 
in  his  belt,  an'  a  bowie-knife  in  the  breast  uv 
his  waiscoat,  an'  the  wimmin  wuth  a  'volver  in 
each  hand,  an'  waited  fur  'em.  Half  a  dozen 
on  'em  went  round  ter  the  r'ar,  an'  the  rest  come 
at  the  front  door,  yellin'  out : 

"  '  We  doan't  want  ter  'sturb  ye.  Miss  Smith, 
but  Ave  reckons  yer  husban'  are  yere,  an'  we  must 
sarch  the  house.     We  hes  orders  ter  take  him.' 

"I  opened  the  door  stret  off,  an'  stcppin' 
down  onter  the  piazzer — Black  Jake  an'  the  boy 
ter  my  back,  an'  the  wimmin'  tor  the  winder — I 
sez  ter  'em, 

"  '  Wall,  I'se  yere.     Take  me  ef  ye  kin  ! ' 

"  They  was  fourteen  on  'em,  uvery  man  wuth 
a  musket,  but  they  darn't  lift  a  leg !  They  wus 
cowards.  It'r  nuthin'  but  a  good  cause  thet 
guvs  a  man  courage — makes  him  luck  death  in 
the  face  as  ef  he  loved  it. 

"Wall,  they  begun  ter  parley.  *  We  doan't 
want  ter  shed  no  blood,'  said  the  leftenant ;  '  but 
we's  orders  ter  take  ye,  Mister  Smith,  an'  ye'd 
better  go  wuth  us,  peaceable  loike.' 

"  'I  sha'n't  go  wuth  ye  peaceable  loike,  nur 
no  other  how,'  sez  I;  'fur  ye's  a  pack  o'  howl- 
in'  thieves  an'  traitors  as  no  decent  man  'ud  be 
seed  in  company  uv.  Ye  disgraces  the  green 
yerth  ye  walks  on,  an'  ef  ye  doan't  git  off  uv  my 
sheer  uv  it,  in  less  nur  no  time,  I'll  send  ye — 
though  it'r  agin  my  principles  ter  take  humin 
life — whar  ye'U  git  yer  desarts,  sartin.' 

"Then  the  leftenant  he  begun  ter  parley 
agin,  but  I  pinted  my  'volver  at  him,  an'  tolled 
him  he'd  better  be  a  mosey  in'  sudden.  Sayin' 
he'd  'port  ter  his  cunncl,  he  done  it. 

"We  know'd  a  hun'red  on  'em  'ud  be  thar  in 
no  time,  so,  soon  as  they  was  out  o'  sight,  the 
boy  an'  me,  leavin'  Black  Jake  ter  luck  arter  the 
wimmin,  struck  a  stret  line  fur  the  timber.  We 
hedn't  got  more'n  four  mile — ter  the  top  uv  the 
tall  summit  ter  the  r'ar  uv  Richmond — afore, 
luckin'  back,  we  seed  my  house  an'  barns  all  a 
blazin' !  The  Heaven  defyin'  villuns  hed  come 
back — shot  Jake  down  in  cold  blood,  druv  my 
wife  an'  darter  out  o'  doors,  an'  burnt  all  I  hed 
ter  the  ground !  We  seed  the  fire,  but  not 
knowin'  whot  else  hed  happin'd,  an'  not  bein' 
able  ter  do  nothin,'  we  piked  on  inter  the  woods. 

"We  traviled  all  thet  night  through  the 
timber,  an'  jest  at  sundown  uv  the  next  day 
come  ter  a  clarin'.  We  wus  mighty  tired,  but 
'twouldn't  do  ter  sleep  thar,  fur  the  trees  wus 
nigli  a  rod  asunder ;  so  we  luck'd  round,  an'  on 
t'other  side  uv  the  road,  not  half  a  mile  off",  seed 
'bout  a  acre  uv  laurel  bush — ye  knows  Avhot  them 
is,  some  on  'em  so  thick  a  dog  karn't  git  through 
'em.  Jake  war  tireder  nur  I  war,  an'  he  said  ter 
me,  'Dad,'  sez  he,  'let  us  git  under  kivcr  ter 
onst.  I  feels  loike  I  couldn't  stand  up  no 
longer.'  It  wus  fool-hardy  loike,  fur  the  sun 
warn't  clar  down,  but  I  couldn't  b'ar  ter  see  the 
boy  so,  an',  agin  my  judgment,  we  went  down 
the  road  ter  the  laurels.  We  lay  thar  till  mom- 
in',  an'  slep'  so  sound  thet  I  reckon  ef  forty 
yerthrpiakes  hed  shuck  the  yerth  they  wouldn't 
hev  woked  us.      Soon  as  sun-up  Jake  riz  an' 
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went  ter  the  edge  uv  the  thicket  ter  rekonnoitter. 
He  hcdn't  stood  thar  five  minnits — right  in  \)\ain 
sight,  an'  not  more'n  two  hun  red  rods  frinn  me 
— afore  I  yered  a  shot,  an'  seed  the  pore  boy 
throw  np  his  arms  an'  fall  ter  the  ground.  In 
less  nur  no  time  fifty  Seccsh  wus  on  him.  I 
war  springin'  up  ter  go  ter  him,  when  suthin' 
tuck  me  by  the  shoulder,  belt  me  back,  an'  said 
ter  me,  'Ye  karn't  do  nothin'  fur  him.  Leave 
'im  ter  the  Lord.  Save  yersolf  fur  the  kentry.' 
It  went  agin  natur',  but  it  'peared  the  Lord's 
voice,  so  I  crouched  down  agin  'mong  the  bushes. 
I  nuver  know'd  whot  it  war  tliet  saved  mo  till 
nigh  a  y'ar  arterwuds.  Then  I  tuck  thet  Icften- 
ant  pris'ner — I  could  hev  shot  him,  but  I  guv 
him  his  life  ter  repent  in,  an'  he  done  it :  he's  a 
decent  man  now,  b'longin'  ter  Gunnel  Johnson's 
rigiment.  Wall,  I  tuck  him,  an'  he  said  ter 
me,  '  I  wus  aside  uv  thet  jjore  boy  when  he  war 
dyin'.  He  turned  his  eyes  outer  me  jest  as  he 
war  goin',  an'  he  said,  "Ye  karn't  kotch  him  ! 
He's  out  o'  the  bush!  Ha!  ha!"'  He  said 
thet,  and  died.  Ter  save  me,  died  wuth  a  lie 
on  his  lips !  Docs  ye  b'lieve  the  Lord  laid  thet 
agin  him?" 

'•No,  no!  I  am  sure  not.  It  was  a  noble 
action." 

"It  'pears  so  ter  me,  but  it  war  loike  the  boy. 
He  war  allers  furgettin'  himself,  an'  thinkin'  uv 
other  folk.  He  war  all — all  the  pride  uv  my 
life — him  an'  Sally — but  it  pleased  the  Lord  ter 
tuck  him  afore  me — but  only  fur  a  time — only 
fur  a  time — 'fore  long  I  shill  hev  him  agin — agin 
— up  thar — up  thar  ! " 

His  emotion  choked  his  utterance  for  a  -while. 
When  he  resumed,  he  said, 

' '  At  the  eend  uv  a  fortni't,  trav'lin'  by  night 
an'  sleepin'  by  day,  an'  livin'  on  the  darkeys 
when  my  lixin's  guv  out,  I  got  inter  the  Union 
lines  'bove  Nashville." 

"And  what  became  of  your  wife  and  daugh- 
ter?" I  asked. 

"  Lcttle  Sally  went  ter  bar  sister.  My  wife 
walked  eighty  mile  ter  har  father's.  He's  one 
on  yer  quality  folk,  an'  a  durned  old  Sccesh, 
but  he's  got  humin  natur'  in  him,  an'  Sally's 
safe  thar.  I'se  seed  har  twice  ter  his  house. 
The  old  'un  he's  know'd  ont't,  but  he  hain't 
nuver  said  a  word." 

Bible's  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  acquaintance  Avitli  the  loyal  men  of  the  dis- 
trict, induced  General  Rosecrans  to  make  him  a 
scout,  and  ho  has  performed  more  actual  serv- 
ice to  the  Union  cause  than  a  regiment  of  men 
in  the  ranks.  Hiding  in  the  woods,  or  secret- 
ing himself  in  the  houses  of  his  friends  by  day, 
he  sallies  forth  by  night,  and,  penetrating  far 
into  the  rebel  lines,  frequently  gathers  informa- 
tion of  great  importance  to  our  army.  Often 
days  without  food,  sleeping  out  in  the  cold  and 
the  rain,  hunted  down  with  blood-hounds,  be- 
trayed by  pretended  friends,  waylaid  by  whole 
regiments,  the  mark  for  a  thousand  rifles,  and 
witli  the  gallows  ever  before  him,  he  goes  on  in 
his  perilous  work  with  a  singlc-liearted  devotion 
to  his  country,  and  an  earnest,  child-like  reli- 


ance on  God,  that  would  do  honor  to  the  best 
names  in  history.  His  scouting  adventures 
would  fill  a  volume,  and  read  more  like  a  ro- 
mance of  the  Middle  Ages  than  a  matter-of-fact 
history  of  the  present  time.  I  will  narrate  but 
one,  mostly  in  his  own  words. 

On  one  occasion,  wlien  about  five  miles  out- 
side of  our  lines,  he  came,  late  at  night,  upon  a 
party  of  officers  making  merry  at  the  house  of  a 
wealthy  Secessionist.  Riding  coolly  up  to  the 
mounted  orderly  on  guard  before  the  doorway, 
he  pinioned  his  arms,  thrust  a  handkerchief  into 
his  mouth,  and  led  him  quietly  out  of  hearing. 
Then  bidding  him  dismount,  and  tying  him  to  a 
tree,  he  interrogated  his  prisoner,  and  learned 
that  the  party  consisted  of  nine  officers ;  that 
their  arms  were  piled  in  the  hall,  and  that  only 
one  of  them,  a  surgeon,  had  a  revolver. 

Fastening  his  horse  in  "the  timber,"  and 
creeping  up  to  the  house,  he  then  reconnoitred 
the  kitchen  premises.  The  old  man — a  stout, 
stalwart  negro  of  about  fifty — sat  dozing  in  the 
corner,  and  his  wife,  a  young  mulatto  woman, 
was  cooking  wild-fowl  over  the  fire.  Opening 
the  door,  and  placing  his  finger  on  his  lips  to 
enjoin  silence,  Bible  beckoned  to  the  Moman. 
She  came  to  him,  and,  looking  her  full  in  the 
eye  for  a  moment,  he  said  to  her;  "1  kin  trust 
ye.  Wud  ye  an'  yer  old  'un  loike  ter  git  out  o' 
the  claws  uv  these  durned  Secesh?" 

"Yas,  yas,  Massa,"  she  replied,  "we  wud. 
We's  Union !     We'd  loike  ter  git  'way,  Massa!" 

Then  awakening  her  husband,  Bible  said  to 
him:  '"Uncle,  wud  ye  risk  yer  life  fur  yer 
freedom  ?  " 

"Ef  dar's  a  chance,  Massa,  a  right  smart 
chance.  Dis  dark'y  tinks  a  heap  ob  his  life,  he 
does,  Massa.  It  'm  'bout  all  hem  got,  but  I 
loikes  a  chance,  Massa,  a  right  smart  chance." 

Bible  soon  convinced  the  negro  that  he  would 
have  a  "right  smart  chance,"  and  he  consented 
to  make  the  hazardous  strike  for  his  freedom. 
Entering  the  house,  he  returned  in  a  few  mo- 
ments to  the  scout,  confirming  the  sentinel's  re- 
port :  the  weapons  were  reposing  quietly  in  the 
hall,  near  the  doorway,  and  the  officers,  veiy 
much  the  worse  for  liquor,  were  carousing  with 
his  master  in  the  dining-room.  Selecting  two 
of  the  best  horses  from  the  stables,  Bible  di- 
rected the  yellow  woman  to  lead  them  into  the 
road,  and  to  bring  his  own  from  where  it  was 
fastened  in  the  woods.  Then,  with  his  sooty 
ally,  he  entered  the  mansion.  Removing  the 
arms  from  the  hall,  he  walked  boldly  into  the 
dining-room. 

"Gentlemen,"  he  said,  pointing  his  pistols — 
one  in  each  hand — at  the  rebel  officers,  "ye  is 
my  pris'ners.  Surrender  yer  shootin'  irons,  or 
ye's  dado  men." 

"Who  are  you?"  exclaimed  one  of  them,  as 
they  all  sprang  to  their  feet. 

"  Gunnel  Smith,  uv  the  Fust  Tennessee  Nig- 
ger Regiment — one  old  black  man  an'  a  yaller 
'ooman,"  coolly  replied  the  scout. 

"Go  to ,"  shouted  the  surgeon,  quickly 

drawing  his  revolver,  and  discharging  it  direct- 
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ly  at  Bible's  face.  The  ball  grazed  the  scout's 
head,  cut  off  a  lock  of  hair  just  above  his  ear, 
and  lodged  in  the  wall  at  his  back.  The  report 
was  still  sounding  through  the  apartment  when 
the  surgeon  uttered  a  wild  cry,  sprang  a  few 
feet  into  the  air,  and  fell  lifeless  to  the  floor ! 
The  negro  had  shot  him. 

"  Come,  gentlemen,  none  o'  thet,"  said  Bible, 
as  coolly  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  "guv  me 
the  shootin'  iron,  and  surrender," 

Without  more  hesitation  the  colonel  handed 
the  scout  the  fallen  man's  pistol,  and  then  they 
all,  followed  by  the  scout  and  the  negro,  marched 
quietly  out  of  the  front  door.  The  mulatto  wo- 
man, holding  the  horses,  was  standing  in  the 
highway. 

*•  Hitch  the  nags,  my  purty  gal,"  said  the 
scout,  "an'  git  a  coil.  An'  ye,  gentlemen,  sot 
down,  an'  say  nothin' — 'cept  it  mought  be  yer 
pravers;  but  them,  I  reckon,  ye  hain't  larned 
yit.'" 

The  ncgress  soon  returned  with  the  rope,  and 
while  Bible  and  her  husband  covered  them  with 
their  revolvers,  she  tied  the  arms  of  the  prison- 
ers. When  this  was  done,  the  scout  affixed  a 
long  rope  to  the  waist  of  the  officer  on  either 
flank  of  the  column,  and,  taking  one  in  his  own 
hand,  and  giving  the  otlier  to  the  negro,  cried 
out: 

"  Sogers  uv  the  Fust  Tennessee !     Mount !" 

The  regiment  bounded  into  the  saddle,  and 
in  that  plight — the  planter  and  the  eight  cap- 
tive officers  marching  on  before,  the  self-ap- 
pointed "cunnel"  and  his  chief  officer  bringing 
up  the  rear,  and  the  rest  of  his  command — the 
yellow  woman — astraddle,  of  a  horse  between 
them,  they  entered  .the  Union  lines. 

I  could  fill  this  article  with  Bible's  scouting 
adventures,  but  it  is  my  purpose  to  say  only 
enough  of  him  to  give  an  idea"  of  his  character. 
If  I  have  outlined  that  distinctly  the  reader  has 
perceived  that  he  is  brave,  simple-hearted,  out- 
spoken, hospitable,  enterprising,  industrious,  loy- 
al to  liberty,  earnest  in  his  convictions — though 
ignorantly  confounding  names  with  things — a 
good  husband  and  father,  with  a  talent  for  brag- 
ging, and  that  quiet  humor  which  flavors  charac- 
ter as  Worcester  sauce  flavors  a  good  dinner.  In 
all  these  particulars  he  is  a  representative  of  his 
class  ;  and  his  stories  and  conversation  illustrate 
that  disposition  to  magnify  every  thing — even 
himself — and  that  intensity  of  nature  which  leads 
the  Southerner  to  do  nothing  by  halves ;  to  throw 
his  whole  soul  into  every  thing  he  undertakes; 
to  be,  like  Jeremiah's  figs,  "  if  good,  very  good; 
if  bad,  not  fit  to  feed  the  pigs." 

At  the  outset  of  Bible's  career  he  had  but  one 
slave — poor  Jake,  who  was  "faithful  unto  death" 
— and  the  farmers  of  his  class  seldom  own  more 
than  one,  and  generally  they  have  none  at  all. 
In  rare  instances,  however,  the  more  industri- 
ous acquire  five  or  ten ;  but  whctlicr  tlicy  liave 
many  or  few  they  work  side  by  side  with  them 
in  the  fields,  and  treat  them  very  much  as  the 
Northern  farmer  treats  his  hired  workmen. 

Before  the  war  the  traveler  in  the  interior  of 


North  Carolina  would  have  heard  the  axe  of 
master  and  man  falling  with  alternate  strokes 
in  the  depths  of  the  evergreen  forest,  or  he  would 
have  seen  the  two  "  camped  out"  together  in  the 
same  tent  or  pine-pole  cabin,  drinking  from  the 
same  gourd — the  darkey  always  after  his  master 
— eating  from  the  same  rude  table,  and  sharing 
the  same  bed — the  cabin  floor — in  common.  So, 
too,  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Western 
Virginia,  and  Middle  and  Upper  Georgia,  Alaba- 
ma, and  Mississippi,  he  would  have  seen  tlie 
white  and  the  black  plowing  side  by  side,  or, 
bared  to  the  waist,  swinging  the  old-fashioned 
scythe,  in  good-natured  rivalry  as  to  which  could 
cut  the  broadest  swath  of  yellow  wheat  or  wav- 
ing timothy,  or  tote  the  biggest  bundle  of  corn 
to  the  evening  husking-bee.  And  when  the 
evening  had  come  he  would  have  found  them 
gathered  in  the  old  log-barn,  husking,  and  sing- 
ing, and  shouting,  and  dancing  in  company,  to 
the  tune  of  "  Ole  Virginny,"  or  "Rose,  Rose, 
de  coal  brack  Rose,"  played  by  "old  Uncle 
Ned,"  who  "had  no  wool  on  de  top  ob  his 
head,"  but  whose  skinny  fingers,  with  handy 
blow,  could  rap  the  music  out  of  "  de  ole  banjo." 

Bible  had  got  "  no  furder  nur  prent  yit,"  and 
fully  one  half  of  his  class  never  get  so  far  as 
that,  though  the  more  wealthy,  like  the  father 
of  Sally,  sometimes  give  their  children  what 
might  be  called  "a  fair  common-school  educa- 
tion." 

The  reason  of  this  is,  there  are  no  schools  for 
the  common  peo])le  at  the  South.  In  a  village, 
ten  or  twenty  miles  distant,  there  may  be  a  pre- 
tentious "Female  College,"  or  "Institute  of 
Learning  for  Young  Men,"  where  "  a  little  La- 
tin and  less  Greek"  is  dispensed  to  the  young 
idea  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  but  these  prices  place  their  "  stores 
of  knowledge"  far  above  the  reach  of  the  hard- 
toiling  farmer.  Only  in  Tennessee,  so  far  as  I 
know,  are  there  any  free  schools,  and  the  scanty 
State  allowance  which  formerly  supported  them 
was  dealt  out  with  a  most  parsimonious  hand. 
How  much  light  those  institutions  gave  the  peo- 
ple may  be  guessed  at  from  the  fact  that  any 
one  was  qualified  to  instruct  in  them  who  could 
"  read,  write,  and  do  sums  in  addition." 

But  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Southern  formers  have  no  "book-larnin'"  is  no 
evidence  against  their  intelligence.  At  the  North 
if  a  man  has  not  been  to  school  he  knows  no- 
thing. The  South  is  more  like  Greece  and 
Rome,  where  one  might  be  really  cdacjxto.d  and 
yet  not  know  how  to  read  and  write.  Reading 
and  writing  at  the  South  is  considered  some- 
thing like  playing  on  the  piano  at  the  North — 
an  accomi)lisliment  rather  than  a  necessary. 
The  men  of  this  class,  of  the  better  order,  how- 
ever (as  in  tlie  case  of  Bible  Smith  and  the  fa- 
ther of  Thomas  Jefferson),  almost  always  marry 
above  them,  so  that  not  unfrcqucntly  the  wife 
reads  while  the  husband  can  not ;  of  course  the 
children  have  the  advantage  of  the  mother's  ed- 
ucation, and,  therefore,  the  class  is  constantly 
rising.     They  have  also  a  sort  of  innate  faculty 
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for  culture  and  gentlemanliness,  and  this  makes 
a  little  "  book-brcedin'  "  go  a  long  ways. 

But  as  the  Southern  former  can  not  read,  he 
is  forced  to  derive  his  knowledge  of  current 
events  and  political  affairs  from  his  wealtliier 
neighbor  who  can  read,  and  who  is  sure  to  be  a 
slave-owner.  At  a  political  barbecue,  or  a  court- 
day  gathering,  he  may  hear,  once  or  twice  in 
the  year,  the  two  sides  of  every  national  ques- 
tion but  the,  to  him,  all-important  one  of  slav- 
ery. If  that  subject  is  at  all  touched  upon  on 
such  occasions,  it  is  shown  to  be  of  divine  origin 
— dating  back  to  tlic  time  when  Ham  first  cast 
a  black  shadow  across  his  looking-glass,  and 
only  to  end  when  the  skins  of  his  descendants 
no  longer  wear  mourning  for  their  forefather's 
sin.  Thus  instructed,  is  it  strange  the  Southern 
farmer  deems  slavery  altogether  lovelier  than 
freedom  ?  What  does  he  know  of  real  free- 
dom ?  What  does  he  know  of  what  it  has  done 
for  the  ])Oor  man  at  the  North  ?  Nothing.  He 
never  saw  a  Northern  man  in  all  his  life,  ex- 
cept, it  may  be,  a  Yankee  peddler.  If  the  South- 
ern workingman  knew  what  freedom  is ;  if  he 
knew  how  it  has  built  a  free  school  at  every 
Northern  cross-road  ;  how  the  Northern  laborer 
is  comparatively  rich,  while  he  is  wretchedly 
poor ;  how  the  Northern  farmer  has  a  comfort- 
able house  for  himself  and  outbuildings  for  his 
cattle,  while  he  lodges  in  a  mud-chinked  hovel, 
and  stables  his  cows  in  the  woods ;  how  the 
Northern  farmer  is  respected  and  honored  he- 
cause  he  labors,  while  he  is  looked  down  upon 
and  despised  for  doing  the  same  thing;  if  he 
knew  all  this,  would  he  not  crush  slavery  and 
end  the  rebellion  in  a  day  ?  He  would.  And 
slavery  will  not  be  effectually  crushed,  or  the 
rebellion  ended,  until  lie  does  know  it.  We 
may  overrun  the  South,  we  may  make  its  fields 
a  desolation,  and  its  cities  heaps  of  ruin,  but 
until  we  reach  the  reason  and  the  hearts  of 


these  men,  we  shall  stand  ever  on  the  crater  of 
a  volcano,  whose  red-hot  lava  may  at  any  hour 
again  burst  forth  and  deluge  the  land  with  blood 
and  fire ! 

But  how — while  every  able-bodied  Southern 
man  is  in  the  army — can  we  reach  these  people  ? 
By  fighting  them  with  a  sword  in  one  hand  and 
a  Union  newspaper  in  the  other  —  by  giving 
them  ideas  as  well  as  bullets.  By  scattering 
loyal  publications  broadcast  over  the  conquered 
districts,  and  by  starting  a  free  ]  rcss  wherever 
■we  hold  a  foot  of  Southern  soih  If  the  men 
are  away  in  the  array,  the  women  will  be  at 
home,  and  will  read  these  things,  and  that  will 
be  enough.  If  we  convert  them,  the  country  is 
saved.  Woman,  in  this  century,  is  every  wliere 
that  "power  behind  the  throne"  which  is  might- 
ier than  the  throne  itself,  and  the  Southern  wo- 
men have  been,  and  are,  the  mainspring  of  this 
rebellion.  Every  dollar  thus  planted  in  the 
South  would  spring  up  a  man,  in  tattered  hat 
and  ragged  butternuts,  it  might  be,  but  still 
a  man,  hardy,  earnest,  brave — who  for  w^hat  he 
thought  was  right  would  march  straight  up  to 
the  cannon's  mouth,  and  meet  death  "as  if  he 
loved  it." 

I  have  failed  of  my  purpose  in  writing  this 
article  if  I  have  not  shown  that  the  great  body 
of  "poor  Southern  whites"  are  an  honest,  in- 
dustrious, enterprising,  brave,  and  liberty-lov- 
ing people,  who  need  only  to  know  the  true 
issues  of  this  contest  to  become  the  firm  friends 
and  supporters  of  the  Union.  Henceforth  they 
must  be  the  real  South.  We  must  enlighten 
and  elevate  them.  Only  in  that  way  can  we  up- 
root the  despotic  power  of  the  aristocracy,  and 
plant  in  the  South  a  loyal  element  which  will 
make  it  one  with  the  North  in  interest  and  in 
feeling.  Only  in  that  way  can  we  secure  last- 
ing peace,  and  freedom,  and  Union,  to  our  dis- 
tracted country. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  20th  of  April. — The 
proceedings  in  Congress  have  not  possessed 
special  interest.  Much  of  the  time  has  been  spent 
in  debate  concerning  the  general  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  measures  proper  to  be  employed 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion.  On  April  8th  the  Sen- 
ate passed  the  joint  resolution  amending  the  Con- 
stitution, as  follows:  "Art.  XIII.  Sec.  1.  Neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  crime,  of  wliich  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United 
States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. — 
Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this 
Article  by  appropriate  legislation."  This  must  be 
passed  by  the  House,  signed  ))y  the  Presideut,  and 
ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
States,  wlicn  it  will  become  a  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. On  A])ril  12th  INIr.  Sumner  introduced  a  bill 
to  estaldisli  a  Pureau  of  Freednicn,  with  a  commis- 
sioner and  clerks,  the  bureau  to  guard  tlic  interests 
of  freedmen  against  loss  or  failure  from  cupidity. 


cruelty,  or  accidental  causes.  On  the  16th  the  Sen- 
ate parsed  a  bill  prohibiting  gold-gambling,  and  de- 
signed especially  to  put  an  end  to  time-sales,  under 
a  penalty  of  $1000  for  each  offense.  This  action 
was  induced  by  the  course  of  speculators  in  forcing 
gold  to  the  enormous  figure  of  1 90,  and  depressing 
Government  securities. — Other  general  bills  passed 
by  the  Senate  were  the  following :  The  Naval  Ap- 
propriation bill,  with  an  amendment  restoring  the 
Naval  Academy  to  Annapolis,  Maryland  ;  to  carry 
into  effect  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Pritain  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  the  Hudson's  Pay  and  Paget  Sound  A.gricultural 
Company ;  giving  the  Kevolutionary  soldiers  an 
additional  bounty  of  itflOO ;  to  provide  a  temporary 
government  for  the  Territory  of  Montana,  with  a 
section  allowing  all  person?,  of  whatever  color,  to 
vote,  to  which  the  House  subsequenth'  disagreed. 

On  April  4  the  House  unanimously  adopted  the 

following  resolution  :  ^^  Jiesok'cd,  That  tlie  Congress 
of  the  United  States  arc  unwilling  by  silence  to 
leave  the  nations  of  the  world  under  the  impression 
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that  they  are  indifferent  spectators  of  the  deplorable 
events  now  transpirinir  in  the  republic  of  Mexico; 
Therefore  they  think  it  fit  to  declare  that  it  does 
not  accord  with  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
acknowledge  a  jVIonarcliical  Government  erected  on 
the  ruins  of  any  Republican  Government  in  Ameri- 
ca under  the  auspices  of  any  European  Power,"  On 
the  8th,  in  the  course  of  debate,  Alexander  Long,  a 
representative  in  Congress  from  the  Second  District 
of  Ohio,  declared  himself  in  favor  of  recognizing  the 
independent  nationality  of  the  Confederates,  avow- 
ing other  sentiments  regarded  as  offensive  to  the 
loyal  sentiment  of  the  country.  On  the  9th,  Speak- 
er Colfax  offered  a  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of 
Mr.  Long.  This  led  to  a  debate  extending  over 
five  days,  during  which  the  greatest  excitement 
prevailed.  Finally,  on  the  14th,  the  resolution  was 
modified  so  as  to  declare  ]\Ir.  Long  "  an  unworthy 
member  of  the  House,"  and  in  that  form  was  pass- 
ed; 80  to  70.  During  the  debate  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Marvdand,  expressed  approval  of  Mr.  Long's  senti- 
ments, and  was  also  censured  by  a  vote  of  92  to  18. 
jNIr.  Fernando  Wood,  during  the  same  debate,  said 
that  he  agreed  perfectly  with  Mr.  Long,  that  he 
would  prefer  recognition  as  an  alternative  rather 
than  that  the  people  of  the  South  should  be  subju- 
gated and  exterminated. — Among  the  bills  passed 
by  the  House  are  the  following:  to  establish  an 
ocean  mail-steamship  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Brazil ;  to  establish  a  postal  money-order  sj'S- 
tem ;  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
bridge  over  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  near  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The  National  Bank  act,  after  mature 
consideration,  was  also  passed.  The  bill  confines 
the  entire  notes  for  circulation  issued  under  this  act 
to  8300,000,000;  every  association  may  charge  on 
any  loan  or  discount  seven  per  cent,  interest ;  and  no 
association  shall  have  a  less  capital  than  $100,000, 
nor  less  than  $200,000  if  in  a  city  of  more  than  50,000 
inhabitants. 

IMilitary  operations  have  continued  with  some 
activity  during  the  month.  The  Red  River  Cam- 
paign has  not  been  attended  witli  entire  success. 
On  the  2Gth  of  March  a  fight  took  place  at  Cane 
River,  thirty  miles  alcove  Alexandria,  where  the 
armies  of  Generals  Banks  and  Smith  united,  between 
some  of  General  Smith's  forces,  consisting  of  0000 
infantr}''  and  one  l^rigade  of  cavalr\',  and  General 
Dick  Taylor's  Confederate  army,  estimated  at  12,000, 
posted  in  an  advantageous  position.  The  fight  last- 
ed three  hours,  when  the  enemy  gave  way,  with  a 
loss  of  2rK)  in  killed  and  wounded  and  500  prisoners. 
The  Federal  loss  was  18  killed  and  GO  wounded. 
General  Smith  at  once  pushed  forward  in  pursuit. 
Meanwhile  Confederate  deserters  have  come  into 
our  lines  in  large  numl)ers,  and  within  a  fortnight 
after  our  occupation  of  Alexandria  900  negroes  en- 
tered the  place  and  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
Federal  flag.  Some  five  hundred  citizens  have 
taken  the  oatli  under  the  Amncst}'  proclamation,  and 
on  the  4th  of  A])ril  a  large  Union  meeting  was  held,  at 
which  strong  anti-slavery  sentiments  were  avowed. 
On  the  6th  of  April  the  army  left  Grand  Ecorc,  a 
point  sixty  miles  above  Alexandria,  the  cavalry  in 
the  advance.  On  the  8th,  after  driving  tlie  enemy 
two  days,  the  cavalry  were  confronted  by  an  over- 
Avholming  Confederate  Force  at  IMeasant  Hill,  fifty 
miles  east  of  Shreveport,  and  a  large  body  of  in- 
fantry hurrying  forward  a  stubborn  l)attle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  defeat  of  our  entire  force,  tlie  cav- 
filry  being  seized  with  panic  and  sweeping  tlic  in- 
fantrv  with  them  from  the  field.  Finally,  however, 
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the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  with  7000  men,  came 
up,  and  succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy,  enabling 
all  our  trains  except  those  of  the  cavalry  to  escape. 
Our  total  loss  was  from  1200  to  1500;  that  of  the 
enemy  was  over  1500.  General  Stone,  of  General 
Banks's  staff,  had  direction  of  the  battle.  On  the 
9th  General  A.  J.  Smith,  with  the  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  again  engaged  the  enemy,  and  defeated 
them,  capturing  2000  prisoners  and  20  cannon.  The 
Confederate  Generals  INIorton  and  Parsons  were 
killed.  After  the  first  day's  fight  General  Banks, 
being  short  of  rations,  sent  word  to  Admiral  Porter 
to  return  with  the  fleet,  which  had  advanced  to 
within  eighty  miles  of  Shreveport,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  blow  up  the  steamer  at  New-Falls  City  which 
the  Confederates  had  sunk  in  the  Channel.  On 
the  way  down  the  fleet  was  attacked  b}^  large  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  who 
attempted  to  capture  the  transports.  A  fight  en- 
sued between  the  gun-boats  and  Confederates,  in 
which  the  latter  were  repulsed,  with  500  or  600 
killed  and  a  large  number  wounded,  while  none  on 
the  gun-boats  were  injured.  General  Greene,  com- 
manding the  enemy  in  this  action,  had  his  head 
blown  off  by  a  shell. 

In  Texas  there  have  been  some  movements  of 
importance.  Indianola  was  evacuated  on  the  13th 
of  March,  the  troops  taking  the  land  route  and  cross- 
ing the  bayous  by  pontoon  ferries.  In  doing  so  34 
men  were  drowned  b}^  the  swamping  of  boats.  Sub- 
sequently to  this  evacuation  a  force  of  4000  Fed- 
eral cavalry  occupied  Eagle  Pass,  400  miles  above 
Brownsville,  and  the  outlet  of  a  Confederate  high- 
wa}^,  by  which  cotton  and  other  articles  have  been 
run  into  Mexico.  About  the  same  time  Corpus 
Christi,  at  the  mouth  of  Nueces  Bay,  was  reoccu- 
pied  by  our  troops,  who  captured  1000  Confederates 
stationed  at  that  point,  together  with  immense 
ciuantities  of  cotton.  The  movements  in  the  Red 
River,  in  connection  with  those  of  General  Steele, 
who  has  advanced  beyond  Arkadelphia,  in  South- 
western Arkansas,  with  a  force  of  30,000  men,  must 
have  an  important  bearing  not  only  on  the  Confed- 
erate occupation  of  Texas,  but  on  the  entire  situa- 
tion in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  The  en- 
emy will  find  it  impossible  long  to  hold  out  against 
the  heavy  columns  moving  against  tliem.  General 
Steele,  in  his  advance,  fought  tvro  considerable  en- 
gagements with  tlie  enemy,  in  both  of  which  they 
were  defeated  with  loss. 

Active  preparations  for  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign are  still  going  on  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  have  been  consol- 
idated under  the  title  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and 
INIajor-General  Hooker  assigned  to  the  command; 
Major-Gcneral  Howard  has  taken  command  of  the 
Fourth,  relieving  General  Gordon  Granger;  and 
General  Slocum  is  to  report  to  General  Sherman. 
On  the  8th  of  April  an  order  was  issued  by  (Jeneral 
Grant  ordering  all  civilians,  sutlers,  and  their  em- 
ployes to  the  rear,  with  all  property  for  which  there 
was  no  transportation.  By  the  same  order  furloughs 
were  stopped.  During  the  month  Lieutenant-Gcn- 
cral  Grant  visited  Fortress  Monroe,  Annapolis,  and 
other  points,  and  by  personal  observation  informed 
himself  of  the  condition  of  the  several  departments. 
General  William  F,  Smi'h  has  l)een  assigned  to 
General  Butler's  department,  and  will  direct  mili- 
tary movements  on  the  Peninsula,  which  will  prob- 
ably be  made  simultaneously'^  with  the  advance  of 
the  7\rmy  of  the  Potomac,  which  has  been  largely 
reinforced  for  the  spring  campaign. 
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On  the  2Gth  of  March  a  small  Federal  force 
marched  from  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  to  Mount  Elba 
and  Louiiview,  on  the  Washita  Kivcr,  destroying 
at  the  latter  ])lace  several  ])ontoon  bridges,  a  train 
of  thirty-live  wagons  loaded  with  camp  and  garrison 
equipments,  annnunition,  stores,  etc.,  and  capturing 
320  prisoners.  On  the  oOth  the  same  force  engaged 
1200  Confederates  at  Monticello,  routing  them,  and 
c-apturing  a  large  quantity  of  small-arms,  many 
wagons,  and  over  300  horses  and  mules.  Our  loss 
was  but  liftecn,  and  tiiat  of  the  enemy  over  one 
hundred.  The  Confederates  are  still  roving  about 
some  parts  of  Kentucky  and  Western  Tennessee. 
On  the  13th  of  April  the  Confederate  General  Bu- 
ford  appeared  before  Columbus.  Kentucky,  and  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  Fort  Halleck,  giving  five 
hours  for  the  removal  of  women  and  children,  and 
promising  protection  to  Mhite  soldiers  (in  case  of 
surrender),  but  none  to  colored  troops  found  in  arms. 
Just  at  that  time  a  steamer  arrived  from  New  Or- 
leans Avitli  3000  veterans,  on  their  way  home  on 
furlough.  These  were  landed  with  a  battery,  and 
fighting  immediately  commenced.  Colonel  Laurence, 
the  Union  commander,  refusing  to  listen  to  the  sum- 
mons to  surrender.  Subsequently  the  enemy  re- 
tired, but  threatened  for  some  days  to  renew  the 
attack. 

On  the  12th  of  April  the  Confederate  General  For- 
rest appeared  before  Fort  Pillow,  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  some  seventy  miles  above  INIemphis,  and  sent 
a  flag  of  truce  demanding  its  surrender.  This,  as 
was  a  second  demand,  was  refused  by  Major  Booth, 
the  Federal  conmiander,  when  a  vigorous  attack  was 
made  by  the  Confederates,  which  resulted  in  the 
surrender  of  the  fort,  after  several  hours'  fighting. 
Major  Booth  was  killed,  together  with  several  other 
officers.  Upon  taking  possession  of  the  fort,  which 
had  only  a  garrison  of  600,  the  Confederates  com- 
menced an  indiscriminate  butchery,  not  onh^  of  the 
soldiers — black  and  white — but  of  the  women  and 
children,  killing  in  all  some  400  persons,  mutilating 
the  dead,  cruelly  bayoneting  the  wounded  on  the 
field,  and  shooting  some  of  them  in  the  hospitals. 
The  negroes,  against  whom  the  Confederates  cherish 
a  deep  animosity,  were  treated  with  particular  indig- 
nity. Five  were  buried  alive.  Six  guns  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Confederates  and  carried  off,  including 
two  lO-pounder  Parrots  and  two  12-pounder  how- 
itzers. A  large  amount  of  stores  was  destroyed  or 
carried  away.  In  other  parts  of  the  field  operations 
have  been  without  importance.  Both  sides  appear 
to  be  preparing  for  the  grand  struggle  of  the  sum- 
mer, in  which  the  vital  question  of  the  time  is  to  be 
finally  decided. 

The  spring  elections  in  Connecticut,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Missouri,  New  Jersey,  and  other  States,  show 
heavy  Union  gains.  In  Maryland  and  Louisiana 
the  elections  for  delegates  to  State  Constitutional 
Conventions  were  carried  by  the  friends  of  uncon- 
ditional emancipation ;  and  in  both  States  slavery 
will  soon  be  abolished  by  constitutional  amend- 
ments. The  Louisiana  ('onvention  met  in  New 
Orleans  on  the  Gtli  of  April. 

KUROPE. 

The  Schleswig-TTolstein  question  remains  with- 
out material  change.  Ilustilitics  have  been  con- 
tinued during  the  month,  but  Avithout  any  definite 
result.  The  siege  of  Duppel  has  been  persisted  in 
by  the  Prussians,  who  have,  however,  been  several 
times  repulsed — once  in  a  grand  assault  all  along 
the  line.  Their  progress  toward  the  reduction  of 
the  place  amouuted,  at  the  Intact  dates,  merely  to 


the  opening  of  the  first  siege  parallel.  It  was  said 
an  effort  would  be  made  to  flank  the  position.  The 
town  of  Sonderburg  has  been  bombarded  and  partiv 
destroA'cd  by  the  Prussians.  In  the  siege  of  Frede- 
ricia  the  Austrians,  failing  to  accomplish  an}'-  satis- 
factory results,  for  a  time  suspended  active  opera- 
tions, but  were  preparing  at  the  close  of  March  to 
renew  them.  The  strength  of  the  Prussian  army  at 
Duppel,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  40,000  men  ;  the 
Austro-Prussian  corps,  which  has  invested  Frederi- 
cia,  consisted  of  16,000  men;  and  about  8000  were 
in  the  northern  part  of  Jutland.  The  repulses  sus- 
tained by  the  Germans  at  Di'ippel  and  Fredericia  are 
represented  to  have  given  fresh  encouragement  to 
the  Danes,  who  dis))la3'  the  most  robust  confidence 
in  their  cause  and  themselves.  Tiie  King  main- 
tains his  original  resolute  attitude,  declaring  that, 
while  he  desires  peace,  he  will  never  submit  to  hu- 
miliation. The  negotiations  for  a  Conference  in 
Lcuidon  were  still  going  on,  but  doubts  are  enter- 
tained whether  any  solution  of  the  ccmiplication 
will  be  reached.  All  the  Powers,  however,  will 
probably  participate.  At  the  close  of  the  Norwe- 
gian Storthing  the  King,  in  his  speech,  said  that 
Sweden,  joint]}'-  with  the  other  Powers,  Mould  en- 
deavor to  obtain  peace,  but,  at  the  same  time,  was 
prepared  to  render  assistance  to  Denmark  against 
an  overpowering  force. 

The  Poland  troubles  continue,  and  several  en- 
gagements between  the  insurgents  and  the  Russians 
have  taken  .place.  The  Polish  peasants  have  issued 
a  manifesto  against  the  Czar.  The  p?per  contains 
a  programme  of  organization  for  the  raising  of  a 
peasant  army  of  a  million  of  men,  from  the  ages  of 
sixteen  to  sixty,  who  are  to  assault  Warsaw  and 
the  other  Polish  cities  held  by  the  Russians. 

Hungar}'  is  also  excited  by  renewed  revolution- 
ary agitation.  A  militaiy  organization  is  said  to  be 
forming  on  the  basis  of  a  former  regimental  list  of 
the  National  Guards. 

Garibaldi  has  arrived  in  England,  and  been  re- 
ceived with  great  enthusiasm. 

In  the  English  House  of  Lords,  on  the  5th  of 
April,  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  moved  for  the 
correspondence  with  the  Confederate  States  in  ref- 
erence to  the  removal  of  the  British  consuls  from 
Southern  ports  and  the  enlistment  of  English  sub- 
jects in  the  rebel  arm3\  Earl  Russell  agreed  to 
the  motion,  the  words  "so-called"  being  inserted 
before  "Confederate  States,"  lest  it  should  be  im- 
agined that  Parliament  had  recognized  the  Confed- 
eracy. The  House  of  Lords  has  decided  against  the 
crown  in  the  A  lexandra  case,  and  the  vessel  would 
be  restored  to  her  owners.  Mr.  Stansfeld,  M.P., 
has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  British  Cabinet,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  French  official  repetition  of  his  com- 
plicity with  Mazzini  and  Grecco  in  the  conspiracy 
against  Napoleon's  life.  Lord  Palmerston,  speak- 
ing on  the  subject,  said  that  the  "personal"  and 
"dynastic  safety" of  Napoleon  were  essential  to  the 
best  interests  of  Europe. 

JAPAN. 

A  new  Embassy  from  Japan  has  arrived  at  Suez. 
The  embassy  will  visit  Paris,  and  apologize  to  the 
Emperor  lor  the  misdeeds  of  the  Tycoon  ;  and  will 
then  proceed  to  London,  Vienna,  and  ako  to  Switz- 
erland. It  is  noteworthy  that  while  European 
Powers  arc  constantly  involved  in  difficulties  of 
some  sort  with  the  Japanese,  the  American  Govern- 
ment, without  any  sacrifice  of  ])rinciplc  or  interest, 
maintains  jxirfi^ctly  peaceful  relations.  During  the 
present  year  ^\t.  Pruyn,  the  United  States  IVIinis- 
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ter,  has  negotiated  a  treaty  with  the  Japanese  Gov- 
ernment which  considerably  enlarges  the  facilities 
for  commerce  between  the  two  countries.  It  was 
signed  at  Yeddo  on  the  28th  of  January,  and  pro- 
vides that  the  articles  used  in  the  preparation  and 
packing  of  teas  shall  be  free  of  duty ;  that  the  fol- 
lowing articles  shall  be  admitted  at  the  reduced  duty 
of  five  per  cent:  Machines  and  machinery,  drugs 
and  medicines  [except  opium],  iron,  in  pigs  or  bars  ; 
sheet-iron  and  iron  wire,  tin  plate,  white  sugars,  in 
loaves  or  crushed ;  glass  and  glass-ware,  clocks  and 
watches,  watch-chains,  wines,  malted  and  spirituous 
liquors  ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  States 
importing  or  exporting  goods  shall  always  pay  the 


duty  fixed  thereon,  whether  such  goods  are  intended 
for  their  own  use  or  not. 

MEXICO. 
Maximilian  has  not  j^et  been  declared  Emperor 
of  Mexico  at  the  close  of  this  Record.  After  adjust- 
ing a  treaty  with  Napoleon  by  which  the  interests 
of  France  were  secured,  a  difficulty  arose  in  the  Im- 
perial family  of  Austria  respecting  the  presumptive 
right  of  Maximilian  to  the  Austrian  crown.  This 
difficulty,  however,  after  some  negotiation,  in  which 
a  French  General  who  was  sent  to  Vienna  for  the 
purpose  participated,  was  adjusted,  and  the  final 
announcement  of  the  Archduke's  acceptance  of  the 
throne  of  Mexico  was  daily  expected. 


fittrarii  'Mm. 


Journal  of  the  Discovert/  of  the  Source  of  the  Nile, 
by  John  Hannixg  Speke.  We  have  already 
spoken  at  length  of  this  the  latest  and  one  of  the 
most  valuable  of  the  contributions  which  have  with- 
in ten  years  been  made  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
African  continent.  We  refer  to  the  work  here 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  brief  outline  of 
the  results  of  modern  explorations  in  Africa.  Barth, 
starting  in  1849  from  Tunis,  after  some  preliminary 
travels  in  the  northern  portion,  struck  due  south- 
ward, passing  through  the  northern  desert,  and 
reaching  the  fertile  region  around  Lake  Tsad  and 
the  country  drained  b}-^  the  Niger.  Southward  he 
went  to  about  the  latitude  of  ten  degrees  north  of 
the  equator,  westward  to  Timbuctoo  in  about  longi- 
tude five  degrees  west  of  Greenwich.  The  region 
over  which  his  researches  extend  is  about  thirty  de- 
grees from  east  to  west,  and  the  same  number  north 
and  south,  embracing  one-tliird  of  the  ten'itory  of 
the  continent.  Though  written  in  a  somewhat  hard 
and  dry  manner,  his  three  large  volumes  abound 
v;ith  minute  information  as  to  the  geograph3%  pro- 
ductions, ethnology,  and  history  of  what,  for  the 
want  of  a  better  term,  may  be  styled  the  civilized 
part  of  Africa.  It  will  probably  be  long  before  any 
notable  additions  will  be  made  to  his  work,  which 
for  the  present  is  the  great  store-house  of  material 
for  our  knowledge  of  that  portion  of  Central  Africa 
down  to  about  four  degrees  north  of  the  equator. 
Livingstone,  about  the  same  time,  after  a  loag  resi- 
dence in  the  great  southern  desert,  set  out  on  his 
great  expedition  across  the  continent.  He  describes 
mainly  the  central  portion  Ij'ing  between  the  par- 
allels of  ten  and  twenty  degi'ees  south  latitude; 
though  his  inquiries  extended  to  within  four  de- 
grees of  the  equator.  The  inhabitants  of  the  region 
described  b}^  Livingstone  differ  widely  from  those 
with  whom  Barth  came  in  contact. 

Between  the  region  traversed  by  Barth  and  that 
gone  over  by  Livingstone  lies  a  tract  of  about  eight 
degrees  in  breadth — four  on  each  side  of  the  equator 
— which,  with  the  exception  of  a  narrow  line  on 
each  coast,  eastern  and  western,  has  until  recently 
been  wholly  unknown.  On  the  eastern  belt  the 
population  has  a  large  infusion  of  Arab  blood. 
Slavery  prevails;  but  few  slaves  from  this  shore 
have  ever  reached  America.  The  western  shore  is 
the  great  hive  from  which  the  American  population 
"  of  African  descent"  have  involuntarily  swarmed. 
Here  are  Ashanti,  Dahome}^,  and  Congo;  here  are 
the  "Grain  Coast,"  the  "Ivory  Coast,"  and  the 
"  Slave  Coast."     The  books  relating  to  this  region 


are  numerous.  The  best,  by  all  odds,  is  that  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  whose  modest  volume  is 
pronounced  by  Livingstone  to  be  the  best  volume 
which  *he  had  ever  seen  relating  to  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa.  There  are  but  three  books  of  any  value 
upon  the  interior  of  this  equatorial  belt.  Paul  du 
Chaillu,  a  naturalist  of  no  inconsiderable  acquire- 
ments, who  had  established  himself  in  trade  upon 
the  West  Coast,  made  several  excursions  into  the 
interior,  almost  on  the  line  of  the  equator.  He 
Avent  about  three  hundred  miles  eastward,  which 
brought  him  somewhere  about  a  quarter  across  the 
continent  from  west  to  east ;  a  hundred  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  equator  would  comprise  the  northern  and 
southern  limits  of  his  explorations ;  but  within  these 
limits  he  traveled,  always  on  foot,  nearly  8000  miles 
through  a  region  wholly  unexplored.  He  is  the  first 
traveler  who  professes  to  give  from  his  own  observa- 
tion any  accounts  of  the  gorilla  or  of  the  cannibal 
tribes  of  the  interior.  His  narrative  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  discussion,  many  writers  consider- 
ing it  almost  wholly  fa"bulous ;  but  those  best  qual- 
ified to  judge  are  fully  convinced  of  its  entire  truth- 
fulness. The  nearer  subsequent  travelers  approach 
to  the  scene  of  his  explorations  the  nearer  are  the 
character  and  habits  of  the  people  found  to  corre- 
spond with  Du  Chaillu's  descriptions.  Burton,  start- 
ing from  Zanzibar,  on  the  eastern  coast,  went  a  third 
of  the  distance  across  the  Continent.  The  line  of 
his  journey  was,  however,  mainly  south  of  the  fifth 
parallel  of  latitude,  and  therefore  only  on  the  edge 
of  the  equatorial  belt.  Still,  from  the  accounts  of 
native  traders,  he  was  able  to  gather  much  new  and 
valuable  infonnation  respecting  the  Lake  Region  of 
Central  Africa. 

Speke,  who  had  accompanied  Burton  on  this  ex- 
pedition, and  had  discovered  the  great  Lake  N'yan- 
za,  in  which  he  at  once  concluded  must  be  found 
the  source  of  the  Nile,  set  out  on  an  independent  ex- 
pedition in  order  to  verify  the  truth  of  his  theory. 
He  followed  his  old  route  due  west  nearlj-^  a  thou- 
sand miles,  then  turned  directly  north,  skirting  the 
western  and  northern  sides  of  the  lake  to  its  outlet, 
which  he  ascertained  to  be  a  large,  and  in  all  prob- 
ability the  main,  branch  of  the  Nile.  This  journey 
northward  led  him  for  a  full  thousand  miles  in  a 
straight  line  through  a  region  never  before  visited 
by  a  white  man,  until  he  reached  Gondokoro,  in  lat- 
itude five  degrees  north,  the  farthest  southern  liniit 
of  previous  explorers.  From  thence,  following  the 
Nile  another  thousand  miles,  he  reached  Khar- 
toom,  at  the  junction  of  the  Blue  Nile  and  the 
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White,  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  This  journey  of  Speke's  is  probably  the 
longest  one  of  pure  exploration  ever  accomplish- 
ed b}^  any  private  expedition.  It  has,  ■vve  think, 
made  more  positive  additions  to  our  stock  of  knowl- 
edge than  any  other  single  expedition.  Some  En- 
glish critics  have  endeavored  to  discredit  Speke's 
claim  to  having  discovered  the  true  source  of  the 
Nile.  There  seems  little  reason  to  doubt  that  this 
river  receives  one,  and  probably  several,  large  afflu- 
ents from  a  direction  still  further  West.  But,  as 
far  as  our  present  meagre  knowledge  of  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  country  enables  us  to  judge,  none  of 
these  can  drain  a  tract  sufficiently  extensive  to  give 
rise  to  a  stream  so  considerable  as  that  which  forms 
the  outlet  of  Lake  N'yanza.  At  all  events,  no  fu- 
ture explorations  can  deprive  Speke  of  the  honor  of 
having  discovered  the  source  of  a  great,  and  proba- 
bly the  greatest,  affluent  of  the  Nile.  Apart  from 
the  geographical  and  ethnological  information  wdiich 
it  contains,  Speke's  Journal  is  one  of  the  most  clear 
and  interesting  narratives  of  personal  adventure 
ever  written. 

The  Southern  portion  of  the  African  continent, 
from  the  35th  to  the  15th  parallels,  is  of  special  in- 
terest to  the  ethnologist  and  student  of  natural  his- 
tory. With  the  exception  of  a  few  tracts  of  limit- 
ed extent,  which  have  been  seized  upon  b}^  English 
and  Dutch  colonists,  the  whole  region  is  unfitted 
for  a  residence  for  civilized  man.  In  the  centre  is 
an  arid  desert,  as  barren  as  that  of  Sahara,  shading 
off  toward  each  coast  into  a  region  which  affbrds 
admirable  retreats  for  wild  beasts.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  this  w^hole  region  are  among  the  lowest  of 
the  human  family.  They  vary  greatly  in  physical 
character,  but  mentally  and  morally  bear  a  close  af- 
finity. They  lead  a  miserable  life,  alternating  be- 
tween gluttony  and  starvation,  and  are  engaged  in 
continual  wars,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to  steal 
each  other's  cattle,  extermination  of  the  owners 
coming  in  as  an  inevitable  though  accidental  ad- 
junct. Their  country  is,  however,  the  paradise  of 
hunters ;  and  the  best,  in  fact  the  only  good  books 
upon  it,  have  been  written  by  men  who  have 
gone  thither  primarily  in  the  capacity  of  Nimrods, 
though  some  of  these  were  men  of  no  inconsid- 
erable acquirements.  Gordon  Gumming  led  the 
way  in  this  direction  some  fifteen  years  ago.  His 
book,  however,  is  wholly  one  of  personal  adven- 
ture, adding  almost  nothing  to  the  amount  of 
knowledge  of  the  region.  His  range  was  on  the 
east  side  of  the  great  Kalahari  Desert.  Andersson 
comes  next :  his  ground  was  on  the  west  side.  His 
two  books,  "Lake  Ngami"  and  the  "  Gkovango 
River,"  while  they  abound  in  personal  adventure, 
embody  also  much  information  respecting  the  coun- 
try and  its  inhabitants.  His  discovery  of  a  great 
river,  flow^ing  from  toward  the  coast  directly  into 
the  interior  of  the  continent,  is  of  special  significance 
in  its  bearings  upon  some  disputed  points  of  African 
geography.  The  last  writer  upon  our  list  of  those 
who  describe  the  southern  part  of  Africa  is  Baldwin, 
whose  hunting  adventures  in  the  whole  region  from 
Natal  to  the  Zambesi  are  excelled  by  nothing  of  the 
kind  in  any  language.  The  incidental  information 
given  by  Baldwin  is  of  considerable  scientific  value. 

When  the  great  equatorial  belt  shall  have  been 
explored,  so  that  we  can  know  the  phj^sical  charac- 
ter of  the  water-shed  wliich  divides  the  streams 
which  ultimately  find  their  way  into  the  Atlantic, 
the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  IMediterranean ;  whether 
there  is  really  any  mountain  range  answering  es- 


sentially to  that  known  on  our  maps  as  the  Mount- 
ains of  the  Moon,  dividing  the  continent  of  Africa, 
nearly  on  the  line  of  the  equator ;  and  when  the 
region  lying  west  of  Speke's  route,  between  the 
basins  of  Lakes  Tsad  and  N'yanza  has  been  laid 
open,  the  remaining  problems  of  African  geography 
will  have  been  solved. 

Life  of  Edtcard  Livingston,  by  Charles  Havens 
Hunt.  Livingston's  fame  rests  mainl}'-  upon  his 
labors  as  a  jurist.  The  code  which  he  prepared  for 
the  State  of  Louisiana  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  model 
of  simplicity,  clearness,  and  humanity,  and  is  the 
source  to  which  may  be  traced  the  leading  amelio- 
rations which  have  been  made  in  our  penal  codes. 
His  career  as  a  politician  and  statesman  was  also 
distinguished  and  honorable.  At  tw^o  periods,  a 
generation  apart,  he  exerted  as  powerful  an  influ- 
ence as  any  other  man  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  AYhen,  almost  at  the  beginning  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  elder  Adams,  the  largest  State 
in  the  Union  seemed  on  the  point  of  adopting  the 
heresy  of  "  State  Sovereignty,"  Livingston,  then  in 
his  early  manhood,  was  one  of  the  most  able  and 
earnest  of  the  men  through  whose  exertions  the 
maintenance  of  the  Union  was  the  paramount  con- 
sideration, was  recognized  as  the  fundamental  arti- 
cle in  the  creed  of  the  Democratic  party.  Forty 
3^ears  later,  when  the  doctrine  of  Nullification  again 
threatened  the  national  life,  it  was  to  Livingston, 
next  after  Jackson,  that  we  owe  the  defeat  of  the 
attempt.  He  was  the  trusted  adviser  and  counsel- 
or of  the  President,  and  the  author  of  the  famous 
proclamation  in  which  the  duty  of  the  Govei-nment 
was  laid  down  in  terms  that  no  man  could  mistake. 
"For  what  would  jow  exchange  your  share  in  the 
advantages  and  honor  of  the  Union.?"  said  Jack- 
son, in  the  words  of  Livingston;  "for  the  dream 
of  separate  independence — a  dream  interrupted  by 
blood}'-  conflicts  with  your  neighbors,  and  a  vile  de- 
pendence on  a  foreign  power But  the  dictates 

of  a  high  duty  oblige  me  solemnly  to  announce  to 
you  that  you  can  not  succeed.  The  laws  of  the 
United  States  must  be  executed.  I  have  no  dis- 
cretionary power  on  the  subject.  My  duty  is  em- 
phatically pronounced  in  the  Constitution.  Those 
who  told  3'ou  that  you  might  peaceably  prevent 
their  execution  deceived  you.  They  knew  tliat  a 
forcible  opposition  could  alone  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws ;  and  they  knew  that  such  opposi- 
tion must  be  repelled.  Their  object  is  disunion ; 
disunion  b}-  armed  force  is  treason."  To  great 
ability  and  high  culture  Livingston  added  the  high- 
est personal  worth.  Mr.  Hunt  in  this  work  has 
made  a  welcome  addition  to  American  biography. 
(Published  by  D.  Appleton  and  Company.) 

The  Veil  Partly  Lifted,  by  W.  H.  Furness. 
From  the  title  of  this  work  one  would  naturally  be 
led  to  expect  a  series  of  very  orthodox  essays,  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  more  complete  rcvelation 
of  the  Saviour.  The  author  takes  as  his  principle 
the  following;  namely,  that  it  is  not  giving  such 
extraordinary  power  to  man  to  suppose  him  capa- 
ble of  detecting  the  fabulous  as  it  would  be  to  sup- 
pose him  capable  of  producing  fables  bearing  so  far 
the  semblance  of  facts  as  to  be  incapaljle  of  detec- 
tion. He  then  proceeds  on  the  h3'pothesis  that 
the  atonement,  as  it  is  understood  among  orthodox 
Christians,  is  a  human  fabrication.  To  support  this 
ground  more  fully  he  adduces  the  fact  that  the  an- 
cients had  likewise  their  doctrine  of  the  atonement. 
NoAV  the  author  nmst  admit  that  both  among  the 
ancients  and  among  Christians  the  atonement,  so 
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far  as  it  has  been  believed  in  at  all,  has  so  far  worn 
the  semblance  of  a  veritable  fact  to  the  believer ; 
and  these,  by  his  own  showing,  have  been  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  human  race.  Well,  there 
are  some  who  do  not  believe.  To  them  it  does  not 
wear  the  semblance  of  truth.  What  follows  from 
these  premises?  Plainly  that  man  has  both  the 
power  of  fabricating  a  fable  which  has  the  sem- 
blance of  truth,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  a  certain 
intellectual  power  which  can  tear  away  this  sem- 
blance. Mr.  Furness  looks  upon  the  atonement  as 
a  fable ;  Christians  generally  credit  it  as  a  veritable 
fact.  The  former  can  no  more  demonstrate  his  po- 
sition than  the  latter.  Mr.  Furness  sees  something 
which  Christians  generally  do  not  see;  and  they 
also  see  something  which  he  does  not.  Is  the  veil 
then  lifted.^  We  think  not,  except  to  the  auth.or 
and  those  whose  visual  organs  are  in  sympathy  with 
his.  We  do  not  mean  that  these  books  have  no 
effect.  This  work  and  Renan's  "  Life  of  Jesus"  are 
calculated  to  influence  men,  and  they  do  :  they  help 
on  a  skeptical  tendency  prevalent  in  the  intellectual 
world;  but  they  can  not  affect  the  stronger  current 
of  nature.  We  look  therefore  upon  works  of  this 
class  with  this  feeling — that  they  are  characteristic 
of  special  tendencies  and  movements  that  have  their 
course,  their  eddying  maelstroms,  and  sometimes 
their  sad  shipwrecks,  but  they  are  not  the  Avidc 
ocean-current  that  sways  the  tides  of  humanity. 
(Published  by  Ticknor  and  Fields.) 

A  Popular  Hand-Book  of  the  Netc  Testament,  by 
George  Gumming  McWhorter.  (Published  by 
Harper  and  Brothers.)  In  a  brief  compass  this 
volume  contains  a  resume  of  the  main  results  of 
the  labors  of  those  who  have  critically  investigated 
the  subject  of  the  canon  of  the  New  Testament. 
The  stand-point  of  the  author  is  that  the  Scriptures 
are  an  expression  of  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Yloly 
Ghost,  containing  or  implying  all  that  He  deemed 
necessary  for  man  to  know,  and  wholly  free  from 
error  in  faith  and  practice.  In  what  manner  the  Di- 
vine Author  guided  the  human  instruments  through 
whom  the  revelation  was  made,  "has  not,"  in  the 
words  of  the  book,  "  been  revealed,  and  therefore  can 
not  be  defined ;  yet  it  may  be  confidently  affirmed 
that  the  inspiration  is  7?/'e/?a?'?/,  is  sufficient,  rendering 
the  Scriptures  the  word  of  God."  Starting  from 
this  point  of  the  inspiration  of  some  Scripture,  the 
author  gives  a  condensed  statement  of  the  reasons 
which  have  led  to  the  reception  by  the  Christian 
world  of  the  various  books  wliich  form  the  canon  of 
the  New  Testament,  as  that  Scripture  given  by  the 
inspiration  of  Go  J.  Mr.  McWhorter  has  performed 
with  judgment  and  discretion  the  task  which  he 
undertook. — He  has  also  (D.  Appleton  and  Com- 
pany, publishers)  put  forth  a  volume  of  Church  Es- 
says upon  various  matters  of  Christian  faith,  char- 
acterized by  a  tone  of  reverent  feeling,  and  express- 
ed in  a  pure  and  graceful  style  which  will  commend 
them  to  every  devout  reader. 

Daleth :  the  Homestead  of  Nations,  by  Edward 
L.  Clark.  (Ticknor  and  Fields,  Boston.)  This 
beautiful  volume  of  Eg3'ptian  travel  embodies  a  se- 
lection from  all  the  results  which  time  has  accumu- 
lated— ^  selection  in  which  history  is  blended  with 
modern  discover)' :  Herodotus  shaking  hands  famil- 
iarly with  Belzoni  and  Champollion.  The  work  is 
not  a  critical  one,  nor  is  it  designed  to  present  any 
new  material.  It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  a 
mere  compilation ;  the  taste  of  the  author,  and  the 
spirit  of  enthusiasm  which  animates  him  tlirough- 
out,  gives  the  book  at  the  same  time  an  air  of  fresh- 


ness and  elegance.  The  style  is  popular,  and  the 
interest  of  the  reader  is  not  disturbed  b}'  burdensome 
details  or  technicalities.  The  vague  spirit  of  poet- 
ry, which  leads  the  writer  to  conceits  bordering  on 
phantasy,  will  harm  no  one,  while  to  a  large  class 
of  readers  it  will  prove  a  great  fascination. 

Private  Miles  O'Reilhj:  Ills  Book.  Under  the 
fantastic  garb  of  poems,  speeches,  and  reflections 
of  a  mythical  private  of  the  Hibernian  persuasion, 
are  embodied  more  sound  sense,  keen  suggestions, 
and  trenchant  satire  than  can  be  found  in  the  de- 
bates in  Congress  for  a  session.  The  poem  on 
"  Sambo's  Right  to  be  Kilt,"  which  is  to  be  sung  to 
the  rollicking  tune  of  the  "  Low-backed  Car,"  con- 
tains in  three  stanzas  the  whole  argument  for  the 
employment  of  colored  troops  in  our  army,  which 
has  been  so  laboriously  and  wearingly  inflicted  upon 
Congress,  and  spread  out  on  the  pages  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe — which  luckily  nobody  is  obliged  to 
read.  Underlying  the  apparently  reckless  humors 
of  the  mythical  Private  Miles — who,  however,  wears 
the  Avcll-won  shoulder-straps  of  a  Major  in  the 
army  of  the  Union — is  a  vein  of  tender  pathos,  which 

elevates  his  book  into  the  realm  of  true  poetry. 

Difl'erent  from  this,  and  yet  somewhat  akin,  is  a 
volume  of  poems  entitled  Lyrics  of  a  Day.  The  au- 
dience, "fit"  though  perhaps  "few,"  who  call  to 
mind  a  volume  of  poems  issued  some  fifteen  years 
ago  by  Henry  II.  Brownell,  will  know  who  it  is 
that  in  this  volume  styles  himself  simply  a  "  Vol- 
unteer in  the  U.  S.  Service. "  Reproduced  from  the 
earlier  volume  are  a  few  admirable  poems,  among 
which  is  what  we  think  the  very  best  out  of  a  score 
of  good  versions  of  the  wonderful  "Dies  Irai,"  and 
a  wild  poem,  "Obed  the  Skipper,"  than  which  a 
poorer  has  made  many  a  literary  reputation.  Be- 
sides these  reproductions  there  are  in  this  little  vol- 
ume quite  a  score  of  the  most  stirring  lyrics  for  which 
the  war  has  given  occasion.  The}'  were  flung  by  the 
author  upon  the  pages  of  a  dozen  periodicals.  He 
has  done  well  in  reclaiming  his  fugitive  offspring. 
(Published  by  George  H.  Carleton.) 

The  National  Almanac  and  Annual  Record  for  the 
Year  1864.  For  completeness  of  topics,  carefulness 
of  arrangement,  and  accuracy  of  statement,  this 
volume  comes  nearer  to  perfection  than  any  book 
of  its  class"  which  we  have  occasion  to  consult.  It 
will  be  found  absolutely'  indispensable  for  any  man 
who  wishes  to  have  at  hand,  ready  for  consultation, 
a  condensed  and  reliable  statement  of  the  material 
facts  in  the  historv  of  the  past  year.  (Published  by 
George  W.  Childs.) 

The  Annual  of  Scientific  Discovery  for  1864,  edit- 
ed by  David  A.  Wells,  presents  a  resume  of  the 
most  important  discoveries  and  improvements  in 
the  various  departments  of  Science,  Industry,  and 
Arts.  The  book  is  in  every  way  valuable  as  a 
work  for  reference  and  consultation.  (Published 
by  Gould  and  Lincoln.) 

Villas  and  Cottages,  by  Calvert  Vaux.  INIr. 
Vaux  was  the  associate  of  the  late  A.  J.  Downing, 
to  whom,  more  than  to  any  other  man,  is  owing  the 
advance  which  has  been  made  in  the  rural  archi- 
tecture of  the  Northern  States.  Mr.  Vaux  has 
wrought  in  the  spirit  of  his  friend,  and  his  admira- 
ble work  contains  several  designs  which  are  their 
joint  production.  In  this  enlarged  edition  will  be 
found  several  new  designs  completely  worked  out, 
besides  a  great  number  of  illustrations  of  architect- 
ural details.  The  designs  range  from  a  simple  log- 
cottago,  which  will  cost  only  the  labor  of  the  settler, 
to  a  splendid  villa  costing  $60,000.     The  majority  of 
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the  designs  are  for  buildings  costing  from  $1500  to 
$5000,  and  thus  within  the  means  of  ordinary  farm- 
ers, mechanics,  and  tradesmen.  A  great  proportion 
of  them  have  been  carried  into  execution  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  and  in  these  cases  the  actual 
cost  of  building  is  given.  The  general  design  and 
the  plans  for  the  ifiterior  are  so  carefully  given  that 
they  may  be  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  any  clever 
mason  and  carpenter.  The  book  should  be  intro- 
duced into  every  school  library ;  for  those  who 
now  fill  the  benches  in  our  district  schools  arc  they 
who  will  soon  build  for  themselves,  and  they  should 
be  taught  in  time  that,  by  the  exercise  of  taste  and 
judgment,  they  can  put  up  a  dwelling  which  shall 
combine  all  the  requirements  of  a  home  at  an  ex- 
pense scarcely  exceeding  that  of  a  mere  shelter.  In 
fact,  one  of  the  most  suggestive  designs  in  the  book 
is  that  of  a  simple  log-cottage.  It  contains  nothing 
which  an  expert  woodman  could  not  execute  with 
his  axe,  by  a  week's  labor  beyond  that  which  would 
be  required  to  erect  a  mere  cabin  of  a  single  room, 
in  which  a  whole  family  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren eat,  drink,  sleep,  wash,  dress  and  undress  all 
together.  Some  of  the  cottages  which  have  actually 
been  built  for  from  $1500  to  $3000  are,  though  upon 
a  small  scale,  as  graceful  in  exterior  and  conven- 
ient in  interior  aiTangements  as  though  they  had 
cost  live  times  as  much.  Many  of  the  designs  are 
so  arranged  that  they  can  be  enlarged  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  increasing  family  and  means  of  the 
owner  render  it  desirable  and  practicable.  (Pub- 
lished by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

TV.e  Illustrafed  Horse  Management^  by  Edward 
IMayiikw.  This  volume  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  man  who  owns  or  expects  to  own  a  horse, 
and  he  should  insist  that  his  groom  should  read  a 
chapter,  or  at  least  look  at  the  illustrations,  every 
morning.  The  book  shows  what  an  amount  of 
wrong  is  inflicted,  sometimes  through  brutality, 
oftener,  we  hope,  through  ignorance,  upon  the  no- 
blest conquest  which  man  has  made  from  the  ani- 
mal kingdom.  It  contains  full  remarks  upon  al- 
most every  point  connected  with  the  management, 
training,  and  treatment  of  horses,  illustrated  to  the 
eye  in  a  series  of  drawings  quite  as  effective  as  the 
text.  (Published  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Com- 
pany.) 

Christian  Memorials  of  the  War^  by  Horatio  B. 
Hackett,  D.D.  a  collection  of  some  hundred  and 
lift}'  anecdotes  illustrating  the  intelligence,  earnest- 
ness, Christian  principle,  and  heroism  of  a  large 
class  of  the  soldiers  wh*o  have  gone  forth  to  fight 
the  battles  of  our  country.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
no  army  ever  contained  so  large  a  proportion  of 
men  of  virtue  and  intelligence  as  that  which  is  now 
enlisted  under  the  flag  of  the  Union.  While  it  can 
not  be  denied  that  military  life  tends,  in  one  direc- 
tion, to  loosen  the  bonds  of  social  life  and  principle, 
it  is  equally  true  that  it  has  also  a  strong  tendency 
— quite  as  strong,  and  we  think  stronger,  in  the 
opposite  direction.  Our  own  army  is  composed  al- 
most wholly  of  volunteers.  Some  have  undoubt- 
edly volunteered  from  recklessness  or  in  ignorance ; 
but  the  great  majority,  we  are  persuaded,  have  en- 
tered the  army  from  'motives  as  exalted  as  those 
which  have  led  others  to  missionary  service.  We 
believe  that  our  army,  oiTjcers  and  privates,  is,  as 
a  whole,  a  fair  representative  of  the  virtue  and  in- 
tclligejicc  of  the  nation.  We  believe,  moreover, 
that  the  men  who  went  into  the  army  good  men 
will,  nine  times  out  often,  leave  it  better  men.  If 
any  thhig  were  needed  to  confirm  this  oj)inion  it 


would  be  such  a  collection  of  anecdotes  as  this  of 
Professor  Hackett.  AVe  trust  that  the  number  of 
them  will  be  multiplied.  (Published  by  Gould  and 
Lincoln.) 

Woman  and  her  Era^  by  Eliza  W.  Farnha:\i. 
The  idea  of  this  work,  as  is  pompously  announced 
b}'  the  author,  is  to  demonstrate  "the  Superiority 
of  Woman:"  not  simph',  as  appears  in  the  course 
of  the  arginnent,  that  she  is  superior  in  certain  re- 
spects and  for  certain  ends,  but  that  she  is  absolute- 
ly superior.  We  say  in  the  outset  that  in  our  judg- 
ment the  book  is  every  wa}'  a  bad  one :  bad  in  pur- 
pose, bad  in  tendency,  and  bad  in  execution.  To 
justify  our  opinion  we  proceed  briefly  to  lay  down 
its  leading  points,  usually  in  the  words  of  the  au- 
thor. The  leading  argument  is  thus  stated  in  syl- 
logistic form :  "  Life  is  exalted  in  proportion  to  its 
Organic  and  Functional  Complexity ;  AA'oman's  Or- 
ganism is  more  Complex  and  her  Totality  of  Func- 
tion larger  than  those  of  any  other  being  inhabiting 
our  earth ;  Therefore  her  position  in  the  Scale  of 
Life  is  the  most  exalted — the  Sovereign  one."  The 
arguments  by  which  the  minor  proposition  is  sup- 
ported belong  rather  to  the  lecture -room  of  the 
anatomist  than  to  the  library  of  the  non-profession- 
al reader.  Michelet  should  have  pondered  it  before 
writing  his  "  L'Amour ;"  perhaps,  in  that  case,  one 
bad  theory  might  have  neutralized  a  worse  one.  The 
"  Organic  Argument"'  having  been  presented,  the 
"Religious  Argument"'  follows.  From  a  mass  of 
obscure  utterances  upon  this  point  we  extract  the 
following,  which  we  present  as  the  best  summary 
of  the  scope  of  the  wdiole :  ' '  Organic  Superiorit  v  is 
in  itself  proof  positive  of  Super-organic  8uperiorit\% 
....  Life  is  the  most  advanced  which  employs,  in  the 
service  of  the  greatest  number  of  powers,  the  most 
complex  mechanism  for  the  End  of  Use.  We  are 
therefore  prepared  to  find  in  if  [the  feminine  struc- 
ture] "the  embodiment  of  a  larger  number  of  pow- 
ers and  higher  aims  in  its  L^se, ...  .a  deeper  f"eeling 
for  the  Ends  of  Use,  a  more  abiding  faith  in  and 
loyalty  to  Development,  as  the  one  aim  that  makes 
life  worthy  of  acceptance,  and  sweet  in  its  passing 
taste,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  see  that  its  failure 
herein  is  moi'e   fatal  and   destructive  than  it  is 

in  the  masculine  life The  feminine  includes 

the  masculine,  transcending  it  in  both  directions." 
Herein  lies  the  argument  of  the  book,  which  is 
spread  over  two  volumes  of  cloudy  phrases.  The 
final  conclusion  is  reached  near  the  close  of  the  sec- 
ond volume.  Here  it  is :  "  The  question  of  Rights 
settles  itself  in  the  true  statement  of  Capacities. 
Rights  are  narrowest  where  Capacities  are  fewest — 

broadest  where  they  are  the  most  numerous It 

is  plain,  then,  as  between  masculine  and  feminine, 
where  the  most  expanded  circle  of  Rights  will  be 
found;  and  equally  plain  the  absurdity  of  man,  the 
naiTower  in  capacities,  assuming  to  define  the  sjihere 
of  Rights  for  Woman,  the  broader."  Such  is  IMrs. 
Farnham's  idea  of  "Woman  and  her  Era."  We 
trust  that  it  Avill  be  long  before  AA'oman  adopts  it. 
(Published  by  A.  J.  Davis  and  Company.) 

Strategy  and  Tactics,  by  General  G.  II.  Di:fouk. 
The  author  of  this  book  is  Chief  of  the  General  Staff 
of  the  Army  of  Switzerland.  It  is  translated  and 
slightly  modified  by  Captain  Wm.  P.  Ckaigiiill, 
lately  Professor  in  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  The  names  of  the  Author  and  Translator  arc 
a  suflicient  guarantee  of  the  value  of  the  work.  It 
is,  moreover,  published  by  Mr.  D.  Van  Nostrand, 
wliose  imprint  upon  any  book  relating  to  military 
affairs  is  of  itself  a  warrant  for  its  value. 
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THE  great  Fair  was  the  great  interest  of  the 
early  Spring.  It  -vvas  proper  that  the  general 
movement  for  the  benefit  of  the  national  charity 
known  as  the  Sanitary  Commission  should  culmin- 
ate in  the  Fair  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  is 
our  chief  city,  if  not  a  true  metropolis;  and  coming 
as  it  did  in  the  midst  of  the  elections,  which  were 
prodigious  indications  of  the  tenacity  of  the  national 
purpose,  it  served  but  to  make  that  purpose  visible 
in  its  humanest  form.  For  the  feeling  whence  the 
Commission  springs,  and  the  true  charm  of  all  these 
noble  efforts  to  help  it,  is  sympathy  with  the  sol- 
diers who  are  fighting  the  great  battle  in  the  field. 
As  Mr.  Choate  well  said  in  his  speech  at  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Fair  in  New  York,  the  soldiers,  as 
thev  turn  their  eyes  homev/ard,  will  see  in  this  vast 
combination  of  industry,  and  this  general  and  gen- 
erous emulation  in  heaping  up  money  for  their  as- 
sistance, the  most  signal  proof  of  the  care  and  love 
and  interest  wliich  follow  thein  to  the  field,  and 
cherish  them  in  perpetual  remembrance. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  imposing  success  of  the  Fairs 
in  Chicago  and  Boston  which  immediately  inspired 
the  movement  in  New  York.  It  began  rather  lan- 
guidly. The  prospectus  was  large  and  imposing, 
but  the  response  was  not  at  first  so  promising.  It 
was  not  that  sympathy  or  interest  had  flagged,  but 
that  there  was  a  general  shyness  in  giving  to  them 
the  precise  form  which  was  suggested,  and  which,  to 
he  of  real  service,  must  be  of  truly  metropolitan 
proportions.  But  as  the  time  approached  all  doubt 
vanished.  Gradually  every  body  was  drawn  into 
the  grand  conspiracy.  The  brains,  the  fingers,  and 
the  purses  of  faithful  men  and  women  throughout 
the  city,  neighborhood,  and  State,  as  well  as  those 
of  our  countrymen  in  foreign  lands,  were  all  busy 
with  the  one  object  of  preparing  for  a  demonstra- 
tion which  should  be  equally  worthy  of  the  city  and 
the  cause.  And  when  the  opening  day  arrived,  and, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Commanding  General  of 
the  Department,  a  military  parade  took  place  to 
signalize  the  occasion,  its  success  was  already  se- 
cured, and  the  imposing  spectacle  of  the  parade  was 
but  emblematic  of  the  triumph. 

AVithin  the  last  few  years  there  have  been  many 
remarkable  military  processions  in  Broadway.  The 
march  of  tlie  ^Massachusetts  Sixth  Kegiment  on  the 
ITtli  of  April,  18G1,  was  perhaps  the  most  truly  in- 
teresting. That  of  the  Seventh  New  York  Regi- 
ment on  the  19th  of  the  same  month  was  the  most 
exciting.  That  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  of 
United  States  colored  troops  in  the  early  spring  of 
this  year  was  the  most  significant.  But  among 
them  all  the  parade  of  the  4th  of  April,  18G1,  was 
not  the  least  mr^morable  ;  for  the  three  years  since 
the  Massachusetts  regiment  passed  one  Wednesday 
morning,  amidst  the  doubt  and  wonder  and  dismay 
of  the  spectators,  had  transformed  a  parade  of  our 
citizen  soldiers  from  a  curious  and  pretty  pageant 
into  a  spectacle  full  of  rcalitv  and  meaning.  The 
thousands  of  men  who  marched,  with  waving  ban- 
ners and  melodious  bands,  in  honor  of  the  opening 
Fair,  through  the  long  street  packed  with  people, 
and  under  the  houses  and  windows  and  doors  and 
balconies  swarming  with  spectators,  looked  no  lon- 
ger like  holiday  militia,  but  like  soldiers  in  the 
midst  of  a  tremendous  war,  wlio  knew  that  their 
next  march  might  be  to  the  battle-field.  The  dis- 
tinction between  regulars  and  volunteers  had  van- 


ished. The  soldiers  of  that  day  were  a  corps  of  the 
great  actual  army  of  the  people. 

By  five  o'clock  the  parade  was  over,  and  at  six 
the  doors  of  the  Fair  were  opened.  A  prayer; 
Dr.  Holmes's  Army  Hymn,  nobly  sung ;  a  patriotic 
speech  by  General  Dix,  and  an  admirable  response 
by  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  were  all  the  immediate 
opening  ceremonies.  That  evening,  and  for  many 
days  following,  the  Fair  was  the  great  event  of  the 
city.  Every  morning  its  daily  history  was  pub- 
lished, and  enormous  as  the  success  was,  it  was 
well  deserved.  Each  department  was  wonderfully 
complete.  There  was  the  finest  collection  of  pic- 
tures ever  gathered  in  the  city.  There  was  the 
most  interesting  and  copious  museum  of  military 
tropliies  of  the  country.  There  was  a  curiosity  shop 
unsurpassed  as  a  museum  of  things  quaint  and  rare. 
There  was  a  children's  liall — a  vast  nursery — of 
profuse  and  delightful  attraction.  There  were  liv- 
ing repi'oductions  of  the  ancient  davs  in  the  Knick- 
erbocker Gallery  and  the  Cockloft  Summer  House. 
There  were  war-dances  by  Indians  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains ;  and  as  tlie  chief  substance  and  business 
of  the  Fair,  there  were  booths,  tables,  and  counters, 
at  which  every  useful  trade  was  represented,  and  ev- 
ery article  of  luxury  or  necessity  couldbe  purchased : 
while  a  lofty  floral  temple,  blooming  with  flowers 
and  blithe  with  birds,  rose  in  the  centre  of  the  great 
hall.  The  finest  orchestras  filled  the  air  with  mu- 
sic :  and  a  spacious  restaurant,  occupying  two  floors 
of  a  temporary  building  erected  for  the  purpose, 
were  so  incessantly  thronged  by  an  eager  and  merry 
company  that,  as  a  wit  suggested,  its  walls  should 
have  been  appropriately  tapestried  with  Gobblin'. 

The  episodical  attractions  were  endless.  The 
mind  of  a  certain  kind  of  piety  could  not  but  see 
with  satisfaction  that  the  unspeakable  crime  of 
raflfling  was  not  tolerated;  while  the  generous 
charitable  Imman  soul  was  glad  to  know  that  "  sub- 
scriptions" were  possible  for  albums  and  caskets  of 
exquisite  sketches  by  our  best  artists,  which  few 
single  purses  could  aff'ord.  The  expenditure  was 
noble  and  profuse.  The  prices  of  wares  were  not 
exorbitant,  and  the  houris  and  fairies  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  change.  The  gossip  that  floated  tlirough 
the  Fair  and  beyond  took  a  golden  magnificence  of 
tone,  as  when  it  was  whispered  that  one  rich  man 
said  that  he  would  give  as  much  as  any  body,  and 
another  rich  man  hearing  it,  drew  his  check  for  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  But  these  rumors  in  the 
air  were  unavoidable.  They  arose  naturally  out 
of  the  dazzling  profusion  and  wild  elegance  of  the 
scene.  It  was  a  Saturnalia  of  charity  and  good-feel- 
ing. How  could  it  be  too  opulent,  too  extrava- 
gant ?  This  surpassing  flower  of  sympathy  sprung 
from  the  red  battle-field,  from  the  hushed  dimness 
of  military  hospitals,  from  the  pain  of  wounded 
brothers.  Drop,  little  child,  j'our  penny  in  this 
box.  Give,  kind  Sir,  five  dollars  for  this  subscrip- 
tion. Pay,  dear  Madame,  a  hundred,  a  thousand, 
for  this  shawl.  Tliey  shall  soothe  the  aching  brow. 
They  shall  prop  the  dying  head.  Listen  !  through 
all  the  music  and  the  murmur  and  the  various  splen- 
dor, there  is  one  refrain  that  continues  its  ceaseless 
song  ;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity. 

New  York  will  yet  have  many  a  striking  spec- 
tacle. Some  happy  day  her  bells  will  ring  in  a 
Fourth  of  July  which  shall  dawn  over  a  reunited, 
free,  and  prosperous  people.     Many  a  new  anni- 
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versar}'^  will  arise  from  the  great  struggle,  and  each 
return  be  hailed  with  joy.  But  hardly  shall  she 
see  a  nobler  sight  than  this  spring  saw :  when,  in 
the  midst  of  the  huge  struggle  for  Union,  Liberty, 
and  Peace,  she  stretched  her  hand  still  wider  and 
farther  to  smooth  the  sick  bed  of  the  soldiers. 


Last  April  avc  were  talking  about  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Verplanck  from  the  presidenc}"^  of  the  Cen- 
tury Club  in  this  city,  on  the  ground  of  his  openly 
expressed  sympathy  with  the  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try. "Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to  our 
pages  for  April  will  perceive  the  manner  in  which 
we  discussed  the  subject,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  Ave  justiiicd  it.  It  seems  that  there  are 
those  who  do  not  agree  with  our  view.  Indeed, 
one  gentleman  very  i)lainly  says  that  to  assert  that 
those  who  do  not  sympathize  with  the  Government 
in  its  struggle  against  the  rebellion  should  be  pro- 
scribed in  all  organizations  of  whatever  character 
is  but  another  method  for  asserting  that  Democrats 
are  traitors.  Heaven  save  the  mark !  It  is  no 
more  another  method  of  saying  that  than  it  is  of 
saying  that  all  Englishmen  are  cannibals. 

For  let  this  gentle  Sir  consider  his  own  words. 
He  says  as  plainly  as  words  can  that  Democrats 
do  not  sympathize  with  the  Government.  But  by 
what  right  does  he  confound  Democrats  with  a 
class  of  men  distinctively  known  as  Copperheads  ? 
The  new  president  of  the  Club  is  quite  as  good  and 
eminent  a  Democrat  as  the  old.  General  Dix  and 
General  Butler  are  quite  as  good  Democrats  as  can 
be  found,  or  as  ever  were  found,  in  the  country. 
If  the  gentleman  who  makes  this  extraordinary 
statement  is  serious,  and  means  to  call  himself  a 
Democrat  because  he  does  not  sympathize  with  the 
Government,  and  b}'-  necessary  implication  does 
sympathize  with  the  rebellion,  he  misunderstands 
entireh'  the  position  which  the  leading  Democrats 
of  the  country  hold,  and  merely  ranks  himself  with 
the  national  enemies.  That  such  a  gentle  Sir  should 
think  it  eminently  unfair  to  remove  Mr.  Verplanck 
from  his  representative  position  in  a  social  and  lit- 
erary club  of  men  who  do  sympathize  with  the  Gov- 
ernment is  no  more  surprising  than  that  Mr.  Val- 
landigham  should  commend  the  old  club  facetiously 
called  "Union"  for  not  expelling  Judah  Benjamin. 

The  Century  Club  is  not  a  political  body.  True. 
Neither  is  the  war  a  political  debate.  It  is  some- 
tliing  very  different.  It  is  the  mighty  military  ef- 
fort of  the  Government  against  a  desperate  conspir- 
acy, which  began  and  continues  its  work  in  blood. 
It  is  an  effort  in  which  all  faithful  citizens  are  ter- 
ribly in  earnest.  But  how  can  any  body  believe 
them — how  can  they  believe  themselves  to  be  in 
earnest,  if  in  a  club  for  their  social  relaxation  their 
president,  or  representative  man,  openly  declares 
that  the  war  is  a  crime  upon  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  we  are  all  gone  to  the  deuce. 
The  sons,  friends,  brothers  of  these  men  are  laying 
down  their  lives.  Their  homes  are  desolate ;  their 
hearts  are  pierced  and  broken  ;  but  they  believe  in 
the  cause  and  in  the  war.  Does  any  body  suppose 
that  they  are  going  to  tolerate  as  their  president  a 
man  who,  by  sneering  and  scoffing  on  the  one  side, 
and  open  words  of  sympathy  upon  the  other,  is  re- 
ally sustaining  the  slaughter  of  their  brethren  and 
friends,  and  that  it  is  to  be  done  under  the  plea  of 
a  difTerencc  of  opinion  ? 

Pray,  if  a  club  is  established  for  social  relaxation, 
and  in  the  heat  of  a  civil  war,  the  Easy  Chair,  as  a 
member,  conies  in  on  some  pleasant  evening  bring- 


ing an  English  Fauteuil  or  a  French  Camp-stool ; 
in  a  word,  introducing  a  stranger — and  hears  his 
brother  called  a  fool,  and  his  son  a  simpleton,  and 
his  government  knavish  or  imbecile,  and  its  ene- 
mies right,  and  its  cause  contemptible,  and  its 
course  unjustifiable — how  much  social  relaxation 
does  he  derive  from  his  Club  ?  His  friends,  the 
strangers,  naturally  and  properly  estimate  the  gen- 
eral sentiment  of  society  by  what  they  hear  said 
and  see  to  be  quietly  assented  to.  Obviously  one  of 
two  things  will  happen  ;  either  the  Easy  Chair  and 
all  who  agree  with  him  will  be  driven  from  the  Club, 
or  those  who  cherish  and  defend  the  men  who  are 
massacring  their  friends  will  be  compelled  to  cease 
to  represent  the  Club. 

This  is  all  that  has  happened.  The  Club  is  not 
so  childish  as  to  call  sj^mpathy  with  public  enemies 
in  arms  a  political  difference  of  opinion  ;  nor  is  it 
so  exquisitely  absurd  as  to  consider  that  sympathy 
the  distinctive  sign  of  a  Democrat.  Indeed  the  Easy 
Chair's  attention  was  drawn  to  this  disagreement 
with  its  views  by  "  a  Democrat  of  thirty  years'  stand- 
ing," living  five  hundred  miles  west  of  Chicago. 

When  the  Plague  devastated  Florence  eight  cen- 
turies ago,  a  party  of  young  friends  fled  from  the 
city  to  the  sunny  gardens  of  Fiesole,  and  there  told 
stories  to  beguile  the  time,  and  to  win  their  minds 
from  the  sorrow  of  the  city.  Perhaps  there  are 
some  who  believe  that  garden  to  be  the  ideal  of  an 
American  social  clul)  in  the  midst  of  this  war.  But 
not  so  think  the  Centurions.  They  neither  forget, 
nor  wish  to  forget,  the  tremendous  struggle  in  which 
their  hearts  are  invested,  and  their  future  Avelfare, 
with  their  children's,  is  involved.  If  an  old  Eevo- 
lutionary  patriot  could  not  comfortably  worship  in 
a  church  where  the  minister  pra}' ed  for  King  George, 
how  can  an  American  citizen  to-day  comfortably 
frequent  a  club  in  which  the  President  justifies  the 
Rebellion  ? 


' '  Dorinda's  name  is  legion.  The  Easj'^  Chair's 
comments  upon  the  occasional  rudeness  of  women 
in  the  cars  have  drawn  forth  a  volley  of  replies,  all 
courteous,  all  interesting,  and  all  flattering,  as  show- 
ing that  his  words  Avere  considered  worthy  a  reply. 
As  many  of  the  incidents  narrated  in  them  are  real- 
ly illustrative  of  manners,  let  us  consider  some  of 
them.     One  Doriqda  says  : 

"  I  had  been  paying  a  visit  to  some  relatives  in 

County,  and  my  husband  not  being  able  to  come  after  me, 
I  was  obliged  to  return  home  alone.  My  friends  accompa- 
nied me  to  the  station,  where  we  met  the  morning  train  to 

P ,  and  one  of  them  had  barely  time  to  see  me  safe  in 

the  lady's  car,  when  the  whistle  blew  and  he  rushed  to  the 
door  leaving  me  'alone  in  crowds  to  wander  on'  and  find 
a  seat  for  myself. 

''  We  had  traversed  the  length  of  the  car  when  we  enter- 
ed, and  every  seat  seemed  to  be  occupied — but  I  viada  vo 
remark  about  it.  I  said  I  was  alone.  I  Avas,  in  one  sense 
of  the  Avord,  but  not  in  another.  I  had  Avith  me  a  babe  of 
nine  months  old,  and  the  encumbrance  of  a  small  basket, 
an  extra  shawl,  and  an  umbrella.  Tlic  cars  began  to  moA^e, 
and  I  rushed  into  the  first  vacant  place  I  saw.  It  was  a 
single  scat  just  inside  the  door,  and  so  placed  that  I  had  to 
ride  backward,  which  always  gives  me  the  headaclie. 

"  Opposite  me  sat  a  young  lady,  Avith  her  crinoline  spread 
over  a  double  seat,  who  eyed  me,  baby  and  bundles,  as 
though  I  had  just  dropped  from  the  moon,  but  made  no  offer 
of  assistance.  Every  time  the  door  Avas  opened,  M'hich  Avaa 
frequently,  the  Avind  blew  furiously  right  on  my  baby's 
head.  I  didn't  despair,  however,  thinking  Avhen  we  next 
stopped  I  Avould  try  again.  When  the  conductor  came 
around  I  asked  him  to  get  rae  another  seat  as  soon  as  he 
saw  one  vacant.  He  said  he  would,  and  that  Avas  all  of  it, 
for  he  never  bothered  himself  about  it.     So  I  sat  there, 
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cooped  up,  with  iny  basket  under  my  feet,  my  shawl  in  a 
liuge  bundle  stuck  between  me  and  the  wall,  the  baby 
jumping  and  crowing  in  my  lap,  requiring  all  my  strength 
and  presence  of  mind  to  keep  him  out  of  danger  for  more 
than  half  the  way  home.  I  can  assure  you  I  was  noAv  in  a 
very  bad  humor,  and  detennined,  when  the  cars  stopped 
at  the  next  station,  to  make  a  bold  push  for  a  seat.  The 
young  lady  in  front  of  me,  who,  after  the  first  stare,  had 
persistently  looked  out  of  the  window,  utterly  oblivious  of 
me  and  my  surroundings,  now  leaned  forward  and  said: 
'•ril  hand  you  your  things  if  you  Avant  to  cliange  seats.' 
As  if  she  didn't  know  that  two  hours  ago !  Well,  at  last, 
with  thij  tardy  assistance,  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  better 
seat ;  v/ith  the  slight  drawback  of  seeing  baby's  liat,  the 
strings  of  which  Avere  untied,  brushed  off  his  head  by  a 
passer-by,  trampled  under  foot,  and,  I  thought,  carried  out 
of  the  car  by  the  trailing  garments  of  the  ladies.  I  was 
mistaken  in  this,  however,  for  a  lady  picked  it  up  and  gave 
it  to  me.  It  was  a  knit  cap,  luckily,  or  it  would  have  beeu 
utterly  ruined. 

''Now,  Monsieur,  don't  you  think  I  was  victimized? 
There  were  plenty  of  gentlemen  occupying  double  seats, 
and,  as  I  am  neither  old  nor  ugly,  I  really  think  it  would 
not  have  been  so  disagreeable  to  them  *•  to  do  the  polite.' 
And  the  baby  wasn't  old  enough  to  eat  candy,  and  thus 
soil  their  clothing  in  any  way.  In  fact,  he  was  an  ex- 
tremely well-behaved  baby,  as  well  as  a  handsome  one 
(of  course),  lie  did  not  cry  once  the  whole  journey 
through.  I  am  sure  I  was  an  'object  of  interest!'  Do 
not  you  think  so?  The  conductor  was,  undoubtedly,  to 
blame ;  but,  as  churlishness  is  his  characteristic,  nothing 
better  is  to  be  expected  of  him.  And  as  for  the  young 
lady,  I  hope,  if  she  ever  arrives  at  the  dignity  of  mater- 
nity, and  should  be  similarly  situated,  she  may  meet  with 
better  luck  than  I  did. 

"Now,  Sir,  you  may  keep  this  for  your  own  private  pe- 
rusal, or  publish  it  for  the  edification  and  improvement 
of  Sister  'Uorindas'  and  uncivil  gentlemen.  I  will  say, 
however,  to  the  credit  of  the  latter,  the  above  instance  is 
the  only  one  in  my  personal  experience.  I  once  went  from 
Philadelphia  to  Weldon,  North  Carolina,  alone,  and  met 
with  courtesy  and  attention  the  whole  way  tlu'ough." 

Another  Dorinda  pleasantly  chides  the  Easy  Chair 
for  growing  churlish ;  then  slides  into  sarcasm,  and 
says  that  it  is  never  surprising  when  women  are  re- 
minded that  they  are  not  properly  grateful  for  the 
nameless  incessant  courtesies  they  receive  from  men. 
But  we  can  fearlessly  ask  this  Dorinda  whether  the 
Easy  Chair's  remarks  justified  such  a  thrust  as  that. 
She  also  tells  a  story : 

*'  While  the  stage  was  waiting  at  the  hotel  for  passen- 
gers a  tired,  travel-worn  woman,  with  her  traveling-bag 
on  one  arm,  a  baby  on  tlie  other,  and  another  little  tod- 
dling child  that  could  scarcely  walk  unsupported,  came  to 
get  in.  Slie  had  just  reached  the  high  steps  when  a  tall, 
and,  had  I  seen  him  under  other  circumstances,  I  should 
have  said  gentlemanly-looking  man,  came  from  the  hotel, 
and,  stupidly  blind  to  the  woman  and  her  children,  strided 
past  them,  and  took  his  seat  next  the  door,  which  remain- 
ed open,  and  before  which  stood  the  poor  creature  with  her 
babies  and  bundles,  the  high  steps  of  the  stage  looming  up 
like  Mont  Blanc,  and  for  her,  possibly,  equally  as  accessi- 
ble of  ascent.  Poor  thing !  she  did  not  possess  but  two 
arms— how,  then,  Avas  that  little  toddler,  when  both  of 
those  were  full,  to  be  helped  up  those  steps,  wliich,  after 
two  or  three  ineffectual  attempts,  she  found  it  was  uuiible 
to  climb  alone  ?  And  there,  meanwhile,  sat  my  Lord  Lofty 
with  the  child  and  woman  at  his  very  feet,  probably  concoct- 
ing his  next  editorial— for  he  is  both  minister  and  editor. 
Immediately  opposite  him,  and  equally  indifferent  to  the 
demands  on  their  gallantry,  sat  two  well-dressed  young 
gentlemen  volubly  discussing  the  chances  of  a  horse-race 
which  they  were  intending  to  attend,  and  for  Avhich  pur- 
pose they  had  taken  the  stage,  as  it  Avas  to  come  off  a  few 
miles  from  the  city  on  the  stage  route.  At  last  a  young 
lady,  Avho  had  Hat  at  the  far  end  ef  the  stage  quietly  read- 
ing until  this  scene  attracted  her  attention,  Avith  burning 
cheeks  and  indignant  face  sprang  forward  Avith,  'Here,  Sis, 
let  me  help  you ;  I  see  there  is  no  one  else,'    And  taking 


the  child  by  the  arms,  with  the  woman's  satchel  also,  help- 
ed her  to  a  seat.  In  ray  opinion  that  young  lady  rebuked 
an  outrage  of  '  the  fine  laws  of  behavior,'  to  say  nothing 
of  common  kindness.  Possibly  it  may  be  asked  AA'hat  busi- 
ness had  the  woman  to  travel  in  so  helpless  and  friendless 
a  condition?  The  answer  is  ready.  Her  errand  might 
have  been  a  most  important  one,  and  she  doubtless  relied 
on  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  American  gentlemen  upon 
Avhich  our  brothers  felicitate  themselves  so  gracefully." 

Still  another  says,  after  likewise  regretting  that 
the  Easy  Chair  should  have  been  so  severe : 

'•'•  I  was  once  traveling  Avith  a  lady,  a  confirmed  invalid. 
It  Avas  an  intensely  hot  day,  so  Are  opened  the  coach  Avin- 
dows,  and  she,  to  avoid  the  cinders  that  Avould  fly  in,  rode 
backAvard.  Before  Ave  took  our  seats  I  carefully  sui-\'eyed 
the  premises,  and  saw  neither  satchel,  shawl,  nor  umbrel- 
la— not  as  much  as  a  Avalking-stick,  to  show  that  the  seat 
had  beeu  occupied.  After  we  had  ridden  four  or  five  miles 
a  gentleman  came  in  from  another  coacli,  Avalked  toward 
my  friend,  and  with  a  refreshing  coolness,  considering  tlie 
heat  of  the  day,  said,  '  Madam,  you  have  my  seat ;  I  Avant 
it.'  It  is  needless  to  add  it  Avas  given  him.  Another  ex- 
perience. I  Avas  coming  home  alone  from  a  short  journey. 
In  Syracuse  Ave  changed  cars,  and  looking  after  my  bag- 
gage made  me  late  in  getting  a  seat.  I  Avalked  through 
three  coaches,  and  could  find  no  vacant  place,  but  in  the 
fourth  there  Avere  several  Avith  only  one  gentleman  in 
each  ;  and  as  not  a  seat  Avas  offered  me,  I  leaned  against 
the  door,  feeling  d  la  ^Nlungo  Park  before  the  black  woman 
gave  him  shelter,  until  fatigue,  combined  Avith  the  head- 
ache, obliged  me  to  ask  for  a  seat.  If  I  were  an  old  avo- 
man,  reverence  for  age  should  have  given  me  a  seat ;  if  I 
Avere  a  spinster  of  veiy  certain  years,  pity  for  my  forlorn 
condition  should  have  given  me  at  least  half  a  seat ;  and 
if  I  Avere  young  and  pretty,  gallantry  should  have  said, 
*•  Miss,  may  I  offer  you  a  seat?'  I  don't  live  in  the  metrop- 
olis or  in  the  hub  of  the  uniA'erse,  still  I  ha\'e  ridden  in 
street  cars — en  pissant,  I  detest  them — and  I  am  very 
sure  I  have  seen  half  a  dozen  ladies  standing,  Avhile  more 
than  that  number  of  gentlemen  Avere  sitting.  Now,  don't 
imagine  I  tliink  less  of  American  gentlemen  than  you  do. 
I  only  Avrite  to  give  my  experience  ;  and  isn't  the  rudeness 
of  sexes  exceptional?" 

Another  Dorinda  says  that  she  "agrees  with  the 
Easy  Chair  exactly,"  and  asks  "what  can  make  a 
woman  more  disagreeable  than  to  claim  as  her  right 
those  little  civil  attentions  w;hich  she  ought  to  re- 
ceive with  graceful  kindness?" 

The  Easy  Chair  accepts  all  the  raps  over  his 
knuckles  administered  by  almost  all  his  correspond- 
ents, because  even  what  he  has  now  printed  will  go 
far  and  be  read  often,  and  many  a  traveler  will 
bless  the  day  when  he  asked  counsel  of  Dorinda. 
He  only  wishes  to  exculpate  himself  so  far  as  to 
say  that  he  did  not  in  his  words,  any  more  than  in 
his  heart,  throw  more,  or  insinuate  that  more  should 
be  thrown,  upon  the  gentler  sex  than  their  own 
responsibility.  When  one  of  the  Dorindas  asks 
"Isn't  the  rudeness  of  the  sexes  exceptional?"  she 
certainly  strikes  near  the  truth.  And  it  would  be 
much  more  exceptional  if  we  only  reflected  that  an 
innumerable  cloud  of  witnesses  holds  us  in  full  sur- 
vey every  time  that  we  are  tried,  and  some  one  of 
them  is  watching  with  peculiar  interest  and  sympa- 
thy to  see  how  we  emerge. 

You,  for  instance,  wlio  as  you  roll  along  are  sit- 
ting alone  and  skimming  this  page  may  presently 
be  tried.  The  pair  of  ladies  will  enter ;  there  will 
be  no  seat;  you  must  decide.  Now  at  least  one 
pair  of  ej'es  in  the  car  is  watching  you,  whether  it 
seems  so  or  not.  If  your  courtesy  iPails,  what  says 
vanity  ?  Do  you  declare  that  j^ou  will  do  nothing 
upon  compulsion  ?  Jack  Falstaff  said  the  same. 
Do  you  say  that  courtesy  ought  to  be  pure  and  not 
constrained  ?     Very  well,  what  ought  selfishness  to 
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be  ?  Isn't  courtesy,  even  a  littlo  mixed  in  motive, 
better  than  iniadultorated  solf-indult^ence?  Come, 
good  i'riend,  you  -will  make  nothin.i^  of  it  by  delay 
or  excuse.  You  know  that  }ou  ought  to  get  up. 
She  may  be  blunt,  uucourteous,  even  surly.  You 
may  insist  upon  her  thanking  you  if  you  ^vl\\.  But 
there  is  onlv  one  course  for  you.     Y'ou  must  get  up ! 


Ix  June,  -Nvhcn  these  U>avos  -will  put  out,  the  poor 
little  Emperor  Maximilian  ought  to  have  arrived  at 
his  imjierial  seat  of  jNIexieo.  A\'e  say  poor,  not  be- 
cause he  is  a  Prince  of  mean  ability,  for  I'eport  most 
highly  praises  his  capacity.  But  it  is  a  word  by 
Avhich  ■SVC  mean  to  express  the  profound  doubt  which 
overhangs  his  fate:  His  coming  marks  an  era  in 
the  history  of  this  continent.  The  hand  of  the  Old 
"^^'orld  upon  the  New  had  been  relaxed.  Taking 
advantage  of  our  troubles  the  hold  has  been  renewed. 
Is  that  hold  to  endure  or  to  be  shaken  off.'*  Can  it 
endure  without  peril  to  this  country  ?  Can  it  be 
shaken  off  without  a  menace,  and  probably  a  war, 
for  which  Ave  are  ill  prepared? 

These  are  the  questions  that  play  persistent  around 
the  ship  that  brings  the  young  Emperor  to  his 
throne.  And  who  is  the  Emperor,  and  what  is  the 
throne  ?  The  throne  is  Mexican,  the  Emperor  is 
Austrian ;  and  he  comes  because  the  Frenchman 
has  sent  an  army  to  clear  the  way  and  hold  the 
door  open.  Would  an  Austrian  be  seating  himself 
upon  a  Mexican  throne  if  the  Frenchman  had  staid 
at  home  ? 

The  scope  of  the  question  has  been  vaguely  glim- 
mering before  the  mind  of  this  country  ever  since 
the  war  began,  but  we  have  only  lately  felt  how 
pressing  and  critical  the  movement  Avas  becoming. 
Occasionally,  during  the  last  three  years,  the  Easy 
Chair  has  remarked  some  aspect  of  the  case,  but  we 
are  optimists,  Ave  Americans,  and  Ave  Avere  satisfied 
because  France  helped  us  in  the  Revolution,  forget- 
ting that  it  Avas  hatred  of  England,  not  love  of 
America,  Avhich  inspired  her  action.  Perhaps,  at 
last,  Ave  are  more  thoroughly  roused.  At  least  one 
point  must  be  clear  to  every  man  ;  namely,  that  a 
division  of  this  Union  into  tAvo  or  more  poAvers,  each 
of  which  could  be  played  off  against  the  other,  is 
the  cardinal  necessity  of  any  French-Austrian  em- 
pire in  ^Mexico  Avhich  expects  to  endure.  And  since 
France,  or  Louis  Napoleon,  Avho  is  France  for  tlie 
nonce,  is  the  strengtii  of  the  enterprise,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  remember  that  he  has  spoken  no  Avord  of 
sympathy  for  us  since  the  Avar  began,  and  has  un- 
questionably urged  England  to  interfere ;  Avhile  Ave, 
good  innocent  souls  !  have  doubled  up  our  fists  and 
SAvorn  like  the  Avhole  Flanders  army  at  John  Bull, 
Jean  Crapeau  slyly  stroking  his  mustache  in  the 
mean  Avhile. 

From  the  quiet  precincts  of  the  Chair  Ave  look 
out  upon  these  huge  CA'cnts  heralded  by  tremen- 
dous portents.  In  the  midst  of  our  OAvn  Avar,  for 
instance,  every  meml)er  of  our  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives,  of  every  party,  Avho  is  present  Avium  the 
vote  is  taken,  records  his  name  against  the  French 
Bchcmc ;  and  those  Avho  are  absent,  on  the  next  day 
obtain  leaA-e  to  add  their  names  to  those  of  their  as- 
sociates. 'J'his  unanimity  undouhtedly  rejiresents 
that  of  the  (•(jiintrv,  aud  it  certaiidy  does  not  indi- 
cate either  inaction  or  acfpiiescence. 


Tiiic  city  has  been  excited  during  the  spring  by 
the  sudden  rise  of  omnibus  fares.  From  ancient 
times  NcAV  Yorkers  luivc;  been  trundle*!  from  their 
homes  to  their  ofliccii  for  sixpence,  until  the  city 


cars  intervened  Avith  discomfort  and  fiA'epence. 
From  the  old  Brouer  four-horse  stages,  Avith  a  scat 
for  the  conductor  by  the  side  of  the  door,  doAvn  to 
the  present  carriage,  Avhich  is  f'acetiousl}'  sujjposed 
to  couA'cy  tAvclve  passengers,  and  Avhere  there  is  a 
constant  struggle  to  thrust  the  Aire  through  the 
roof  (and  not  out  of  the  door,  Dorinda!),  the  uni- 
form charge  has  been  six  cents.  And  that  time- 
honored  institution  has  noAv  fallen  !  That  l)eacon, 
pointing  to  Avhat  orators  rhetorically  call  ''the  l)et- 
ter  days  of  the  republic,"  has  dei)arted  in  their  com- 
pany. One  of  the  ''landmarks"  has  disappeared, 
and  NcAv  Y'ork  must  pay  ten  cents  for  its  journey 
up  and  doAvn  BroadAvay. 

It  Avill  be  cui  ious  to  Avatch  the  effect  of  this  au- 
dacious innoA'ation.  Our  OAvn  impression  is  that  it 
is  only  a  sign  of  insanity.  It  is  the  madness  Avhich 
precedes  sure  destruction.  It  is  Caesar's  Avrapping 
of  the  mantle  around  his  form  that  he  may  fall  Avith 
dignity.  Because  it  is  clear  that  the  one  thing 
Avhich  must  noAV  strike  the  eye  interested  in  omni- 
buses is  the  presence  of  rails  at  the  Battery — tlie 
great  terminus  of  streets  brandling  off  in  CA'ery  di- 
rection ;  rails  in  Union  Square ;  rails  in  Broom 
Street  and  Barclay ;  rails  across  Broadway  at 
Bleeckcr ;  rails  every  Avhere ;  a  uni\"ersal  raillciy, 
foreboding  the  decline  of  the  Avhole  Broadway  om- 
nibus system.  The  Legislature  Avould  not,  indeed, 
listen  to  the  project  of  the  tunnel  or  underground 
railroad ;  but  nevertheless  the  rails  are  CA-ery  wliere 
closing  in  upon  the  old  stage  routes.  Ncav  York 
Avill  soon  be  rail-ridden  and  ridden  upon  a  rail ;  and 
Avhere  then  will  be  the  time-honored,  traditional 
landmark,  monument,  beacon,  and  institution,  the 
BroadAvay  omnibus? 

These  are  the  reflections  Avhich  have  doubtless 
absorbed  the  mind  dcA'oted  to  omnibuses  as  it  has 
contemplated  BroadAvay;  and  to  make  Avhat  little 
hay  may  be  possible  during  the  small  sunshine  that 
remains  is  undoubtedly  the  intention  of  this  moA'e- 
mont.  For  Avhile  this  price  is  raised  to  exactly 
double  that  of  the  cars,  the  latter  are  by  charter  re- 
stricted to  their  original  fare  of  fiA'e  cents.  What 
Avill  be  the  result  ?  It  is  a  foregone  conclusion. 
MauA'  Avill  Avalk,  and  be  better  for  it,  and  the  abom- 
inable croAvding  of  the  cars  Avill  be — increased  and 
continued.  For  that  is  one  of  the  things  Avhich  tri- 
umphantly defies,  cowes,  and  tramples  under  foot 
the  pride  and  poAvcr  of  the  empire  city.  It  can  not 
help  itself.  It  shrieks,  and  sneefs,  and  protests, 
and  preaches,  and  the  sublime  inconvenience  of  the 
cars  silently  overbears  all.  How  it  is  to  be  helped 
is  diflicult  to  say,  unless  the  number  of  passengers 
in  each  car  be  limited  by  laAV.  That  is  certainly 
easy  enough  and  just  enough.  For  Ihe  comjianies 
make  great  profits,  and  treat  passengers  like  cattle. 
But  to  cook  A'our  hare,  first  catch  him.  To  make 
your  hiAv,  first  secure  your  legislators.  And  Avho 
doestliat?  Ah  me! — or  ah  us!  in  this  case — Avhy 
is  it,  and  hoAV,  that  certain  persons  in  the  city  always 
secure  certain  ends  at  Albany?  INIeanAvhile  let  us 
make  up  our  minds  to  it.  If  Ave  Avish  to  ride  up 
and  down  town  Ave  must  henceforth  do  so  in  croAvd- 
ed  cars,  until,  that  Phenix  of  a  Legislature  appears 
Avhich  Avill  consult  the  interest  of  the  ])ul)lie  instead 
of  the  monopolies.  For  so  long  as  the  poAvor  of  the 
people  of  NcAV  York  in  their  Assembly  can  not  make 
street  cars  carry  only  a  certain  numf)er  of  passengers, 
so  long  it  is  the  Company  that  triumi)hs  over  the 
people,  Avith  the  consent  of  the  legislators. 


TiiEUii  Avas  a  largo  meeting  of  "working  men' 
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during  the  past  month,  to  protest  against  legislative 
prohibition  of  trades'-unions  or  combinations  pro- 
ijoeding  b}'-  force.  Now  the  right  of  men  to  com- 
bine and  fix  prices  for  their  labor  is  not  onl}--  patent, 
hut  it  is  patented.  It  is  afiirmed  and  protected  by 
law.  But  the  right  of  other  Easy  Chairs  to  insist 
that  the  present  Easy  Chair  shall  not  receive  less 
than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  monthly  for  its 
services  is — to  make  a  bull — not  a  right,  but  a  wrong. 
The  utmost  freedom  iu  the  adjustment  of  wages 
ought  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  with  all  who 
live  by  them.  Combinations  to  keep  wages  high 
follow  the  eternal  law.  When  wages  are  high  the 
increase  of  workmen  presently  lowers  them.  The 
old  rule  of  demand  and  supply  is  as  active  and  as 
efficient  here  as  every  where.  Impatience  seizes  a 
club  which  presently  falls  back  upon  its  own  head. 
The  history  of  such  efforts  in  other  countries  is 
full  of  sadness  and  instruction.  Many  of  the  most 
interesting  English  novels  of  later  years  have  turned 
upon  some  aspect  of  the  struggle.  The  selfishness 
of  capital,  the  desperation  of  labor,  is  one  of  the  old- 
est tragedies.  But  such  means  as  forcibly  prevent- 
ing a  starving  man,  for  instance,  from  selling  his 
labor  for  what  it  will  bring,  are  not  less  tragical. 
Men  may  combine,  of  course,  and  say  that  they  will 
work  only  for  certain  wages,  and  that  when  less  are 
offered  they  will  refuse  to  work,  and  will  meanwhile 
support  each  other  out  of  a  reserved  fund.  But  if 
they  go  further,  and  declare  that  if  any  man  who 
has  not  agreed  with  them  shall  work  for  less  w^ages 
they  will  forcibly  compel  him  to  desist,  they  invade 
one  of  the  most  sacred  and  precious  rights  of  every 
man,  namely,  the  right  to  dispose  of  his  own  labor ; 
a  right  which  they  themselves  fully  enjoy. 


hearers,  the  harvest  is  plenteous,  and  the  laborers 

are  few."     "Yes,"  exclaimed  Farmer  B ,  "I've 

offered  two  dollars  a  day  for  cradlers,  and  can't  get 
them  at  that." 


It  is  no  more  necessary  to  invite  our  friends  to 
read  Dickens's  new  story  than  to  exhort  them  to  eat 
the  fresh  strawberries.  They  will  be  very  sure  to 
do  both ;  and  in  both  cases  they  will  find  the  old 
flavor  unimpaired.  Dickens  begins  "Our  Mutual 
Friend"  with  a  buoyancy  which  shows  all  the  vitali- 
ty and  opulence  of  his  genius — just  as  Thackeray's 
"Denis  Duval"  reveals  the  unshaken  and  riper 
power  of  Thackeray.  Had  the  latter  only  lived  we 
should  have  renewed  the  old  delightful  days  of  Pen- 
dennis  and  Bleak  House,  when  the  two  great  ath- 
letes contended,  and  ever}^  generous  reader  wished 
each  combatant  to  win.  Only  one  remains,  but  the 
other  still  speaks  to  us.  In  the  pages  of  our  next 
Number  will  be  found  both  Thackeray's  "Denis 
Duval"  and  Dickens's  "Our  Mutual  Friend;"  and 
rich  as  all  other  INIagazines  may  be,  we  are  modest- 
ly content  with  our  own. 


itnf  s  BrnniE, 


ONE  of  the  most  curious  phases  of  human  nature 
is  that  which  presents  itself  when  something 
ludicrous  happens  in  the  midst  of  a  sermon,  a  funer- 
al, or  any  other  solemn  time.  Then,  like  a  bent 
bow  that  flies  suddenly  back  to  its  place,  the  mind 
that  was  strained  to  its  utmost  tension  before  re- 
bounds, and  he  who  was  ready  to  weep  is  now  more 
than  ever  disposed  to  laugh. 

Farmer  B was  sitting  in  a  country  church. 

He  had  been  working  hard  in  the  harvest-field ; 

hands  were  scarce  and  Farmer  B was  dozing. 

The  loud  tones  of  the  minister  failed  to  arouse  the 
farmer,  until  at  length  the  good  man  closed  the  lids 
of  tlie  Bible  and  concluded  as  follows :  "  Indeed,  my 


In  the  "  Old  White  Meeting- House"  the  reverend 
editor  of  the  New  York  Observer  tells  even  a  more 
remarkable  stor}'  of  sermon  interruption  than  this. 
He  says  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eodgers  was  preaching 
on  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  Describing  the 
horrors  of  the  famine  to  which  the  wretched  citizens 
were  reduced,  he  cited  from  Josephus  the  fact  that 
the  Roman  soldiers  were  attracted  by  the  smell  of 
meat  to  enter  a  house,  and  demanding  it,  a  woman 
brought  out  the  remains  of  her  own  child,  which  she 
had  cooked  for  food.  In  the  congregation  sat  an 
elderly  maiden,  slightly  cracked  in  the  head-piece, 
who  became  greatly  excited  as  the  preacher  proceed- 
ed with  the  harrowing  description ;  and  when  the 
baked  baby  came  out  she  flew^  oft*  the  handle.  She 
sprang  up  and  caught  an  old  man  in  front  of  her  by 
the  hair,  and  shrieked  out  in  her  madness,  "  You're 
the  man  that's  got  my  child!"  It  may  well  be  be- 
lieved that  this  startled  the  house ;  and  two  of  the 
deacons,  stepping  forward,  disentangled  her  talons 
from  the  poor  man's  hair,  and  led  the  crazed  woman 
out  of  doors. 


But  the  Drawer  has  heard  of  another  case  that 
takes  the  wrinkles  out  of  all  before  it. 

In  the  old  Bay  State,  and  in  a  count}^  that  shall 
be  nameless,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Paine  went  to  the  parish 
of  Hayfield  to  preach  by  exchange  with  a  brother 
minister,  who  lived  some  twenty  miles  off.  He 
went  on  Saturday,  and  put  up  himself  and  his  horse 
with  one  of  the  congregation.  The  morning  of  Sun- 
day came,  and  it  was  found  that  his  horse  had  left 
the  pasture  in  which  he  had  been  put  overnight, 
and  was  gone  no  one  knew  where.  Inquiries  were 
made,  but  all  in  vain.  As  in  duty  bound,  he  let  the 
horse  go  and  went  to  church,  determined  to  preach 
as  well  as  he  could  that  day,  and  get  home  as  well 
as  he  could  the  next  day.  When  time  for  sermon 
came  he  announced  his  text,  with  no  thought  of  its 
relation  to  his  recent  loss:  "O  that  I  knew  where 
I  might  find  him !"  "  This,"  said  he,  "  is  an  expres- 
sion of  sorrow — '  0  that  I  knew !'  It  is  of  sorrow 
over  one  that  has  been  lost— 'O  that  I  knew  where 
I  might  find  him  !'"  Just  at  this  moment  a  green, 
red-haired  Yankee  lad  cried  out,  "Mr.  Paine,  Mr. 
Paine,  you  needn't  be  worr3-in'  about  that  boss ;  he's 
over  in  Deacon  Jones's  back  pastur."  This  was  too 
much.  It  relieved  the  preacher's  anxiety  for  his 
lost  ' '  boss ;"  but  alas  for  his  sermon !  it  was  worse 
than  spoiled. 

In  all  creation  is  there  a  stupider  man  than  ho 
who  figures  in  a  late  London  police  report  ?  Read 
and  wonder : 

Of  all  the  matter-of-fact  men  we  have  heard  or 
read  of  commend  us  to  the  "  middle-aged  man,  dress- 
ed in  the  garb  of  an  engineer,"  who,  as  the  police 
report  tells  us,  entered  the  Southwark  Police  Court 
"  in  rather  a  flurried  manner,"  and  begged  his  wor- 
ship's assistance  with  regard  to  a  letter  sent  to  his 
son,  bearing  on  the  envelope  the  words  "On  Her 
Majesty's  service."  The  letter  fell  not  into  the  son's 
hands  but  the  father's,  and  threw  the  simple  man 
at  once  into  a  state  of  bewildered  agitation.  When 
he  opened  it  he  found  to  his  horror  it  was  a  sum- 
mons, and  bearing  in  mind  the  words  on  the  outside, 
probably  his  it^ea,  if  he  was  able  to  form  one,  was 
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that  his  son  had  been  guilty  of  high  treason.  True, 
it  -was  headed  "Court  of  Ilyinen  ;"  but  not  having 
had  the  advantage  of  a  classical  education,  this  only 
made  the  matter  -worse,  and  plunged  liini  into  still 
deeper  terror  and  jierplcxity.  Keading  on,  he  Avas 
dismayed  to  lind  his  son  summoned  to  "appear  on 
the  14th  at  the  Court  of  Hymen  to  answer  the  charge 
of  stealing  the  heart  of  Amelia  Smart,"  the  summon- 
ing ollicer  signing  himself  "J.  Lovewcll."  Flat 
burglary!  "  I  have  read  it,"  said  the  terrified  fa- 
ther, "and  can't  make  out  -what  it  means.  I  don't 
know  any  such  place  as  the  Court  of  Hymen.  I 
know  this  police  court,  therefore  I  thought  it  advis- 
able to  come  here  about  it."  "  But  can't  you  see," 
said  the  clerk,  "what  it  is.'  It  is  a  valentine.  I 
suppose  it  has  been  sent  to  your  son  by  some  young 
woman  he  knows."  Even  then  the  knot  -was  not 
solved  for  him.  "It  does  not  look  like  a  valentine," 
said  he,  "and  I  think  something  ought  to  be  done 
to  stop  their  circulation,  as  they  are  liable  to  fright- 
en some  people."  Then  it  came  out  that  the  son 
has  " a  young  woman"  who  "comes  after  him  ;"  and 
his  father,  not  yet  awake  to  the  joke,  wishes  to  know 
if  he  coidd  not  prosecute  her  for  sending  "such  a 
summons,"  and  left  the  court  "very  dissatisfied" 
-when  he  found  he  could  not.  No  explanation  could 
convince  him  that  the  Court  of  H^nnen  and  Amelia 
Smart  were  compatible  Avith  his  peace  of  mind. 


A  Wisconsin  correspondent  is  fairly  into  us.  He 
says:  You  have  given  us  some  stories  about  West- 
ern "notisses"  and  Western  courts  for  which  I  feel 
under  obligation  to  furnish  one  that  occurred  in  j^our 
city.  I  left  New  York  January  9,  1849,  in  the  good 
schooner  Olivia,  Captain  Paulsen,  for  California. 
The  vessel  and  cargo  were  owned  by  a  company  of 
ten  residents  of  New  York  City,  -who  had  joined  their 
fortunes  and  bought  the  vessel.  The  Captain  went 
into  the  office  of  the  company  the  day  before  sailing 
and  said  to  the  o-wners,  "I  must  have  a  chronome- 
ter." They  took  a  blank  stare  at  each  other  all 
around,  when  one,  more  venturesome  than  the  rest, 
broke  out,  "  Well,  Captain,  haven't  you  got  enough 
to  eat  already?"  The  Captain  explained  to  them 
the  difference  between  a  chronometer  and  an  oyster, 
after  -which  they  got  the  "costly  thing." 


The  myster}'  of  banking  and  exchange  is  here 
very  cleverly  shown : 

On  the  banks  of  the  noble  Susquehanna,  among 
the  mountains  of  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  stands 
the  pleasant  village  of  Clearfield.  Like  all  places 
of  its  kind  it  has  its  merchants  and  its  batdcer,  and 
naturally  enough  the  merchant  deposits  his  funds  in 
bank  until  his  necessities  require  them.  An  instance 
of  sharp  practice  in  this  connection  occuiTcd  there  a 
short  time  ago,  which  I  consider  worthy  a  mention 

in  the  Drawer.     Mr.  IM ,  a  merchant,  being  on 

the  eve  of  starting  to  Philadelphia  to  purchase  goods, 

called  upon  Mr.  F ,  his  banker,  for  a  large  amount 

of  funds  which  he  had  from  time  to  time  deposit- 
ed, and  which  he  now  woidd  have  occasion  to  use. 

Having  to  travel  some  distance  b}'  stage,  Mr.  M 

■was  advised  by  Mr.  F not  to  risk  canying  the 

money,  l)ut  to  purchase  a  draft  on  a  banker  in  the 
city.  Although  exchange  was  worth  one  per  cent., 
yet  F kindly  agreed  to  charge  him  only  live- 
eighths,  whcreu])on   the  draft  was  accepted.     The 

next  morning,  as  ^l was  taking  his  place  in  the 

stage,  he  was  hailed  l)v  F with  "I  say,  M , 

I  have  a  small  packagf  I  wish  you  would  carry  to 
Philadelphia  for  me."     M willingly  took  charge 


of  the  package,  and  finding  it  addressed  to  the  same 
party  upon  whom  the  draft  was  drawn,  made  no  de- 
lay in  delivering  it  upon  his  arrival  in  the  Quaker 
City.  Great  was  his  surprise,  however,  -when  the 
gentlemanly  banker  proceeded  to  cash  his  draft  bv 
coolly  opening  the  package  he  had  himself  carried, 
taking  from  thence  the  amount  of  his  deposits  at 
home  lessjive-eic/ltths  per  cent.,  and  handing  it  to  him 

with  a  polite  "Good-morning,  Sir!"     M thinks 

Clearfield  great  on  banking,  and  F "some"  ou 

exchange. 

The  -worthy  chief  editor  of  a  popular  newspaper 
published  in  this  city  is  extremely  forgetful,  rather 
irascible  sometimes,  and  prone  to  indiscriminate — 
-well,  call  it  reproach,  though  that  is  very  mild.  On 
looking  over  the  compositors'  book  of  proofs  one  fine 
morning  he  saw  an  article  which  attracted  his  atten- 
tion, and  dra-vving  it  out,  sat  down  to  criticise  it. 
His  pen  went  through  sentence  after  sentence,  until 
at  length,  getting  out  of  patience,  he  called  his  as- 
sistant and  said, 

"Mr.  Scriljlerus,  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  you  have 
Avrittcn  this  so  carelessly.  It  is  inexcusable,  I  must 
say  it  is  disgraceful.  Sir,  that  a  man  of  j'our  ability 
should  permit  himself  to  use  such  slovenly  expres- 
sions. Look  here;  and  here"  (pointing  to  the  er- 
rors). "Do  you  think  I  can  admit  such  matter  to 
the  columns  of  this  journal?  You  must  be  more 
careful  in  future,  Sir." 

During  this  little  oration  the  astonished  subordi- 
nate opened  not  his  mouth,  but,  as  the  best  defense 
he  could  offer,  -went  out,  brought  in  the  "copy,"  and 
laying  it  before  the  chief  departed  again,  silent  but 
elated. 

Unhappy  chief  I     It  -was  his  own  copy. 


Once,  on  an  emergency,  I  successfully  made  use 
of  the  services  of  an  old  lady  -wdio,  as  a  "yarb  doc- 
tor," was  deemed  to  be  equal  to  those  possessed  of 
"book  larning;"  and  I  subsequenth'-  drew  on  her 
great  experience  in  relation  to  a  ver}'  sore  finger. 
After  prescribing  certain  "yarb"  poultices,  she  rec- 
ommended that  the  finger  be  first  washed  Avith 
warm  water  and  Castile  soap — and  departed.  She 
had  not  been  gone  long  before  she  bustled  back  to 
warn  me  to  be  "  very  cautious  Avhen  getting  the 
Castile  soap  to  ask  for  the  old,  as  the  kind  made 
nowadays  was  not  made  of  the  best  steel  P^ 


Here  is  one  from  the  Eighth  Minnesota,  doing 
duty  on  the  Northwest  frontier  of  Minnesota  : 

On  a  bitter  cold  night,  Avhich  only  Minnesota 
knows  how  to  appreciate,  there  arrived  at  a  post  on 
the  frontier  line  of  defenses,  mid-way  between  Fort 
Abercrombie  and  St.  Cloud,  a  small  Government 
train,  in  one  of  the  sleds  of  which  Avas  a  box  con- 
taining the  body  of  a  soldier,  Avell  packed  for  trans- 
mission to  his  friends  beloAV.  The  teams  having 
been  driven  Avithin  the  stockade  and  put  up,  the 
Corporal  in  charge  reported  the  fact  to  the  Acting 
Assistant  Quarter-Master,  a  Teutonic  gentleman  of 
tlie  olden  school,  Avho  immediately  Avent  to  the  Or- 
derly Sergeant,  Avho  had  retired  for  the  night,  and, 
after  arousing  that  functionary  of  details,  thus  made 
known  his  business  : 

"Otterly  Sagent,  I  an'  teCa{)tin,  avc  been  speak- 
ing togedder,  an'  derc  be  a  tead  man  standin'  out 
dere  in  te  pox,  an'  avo  AAant  to  watch  him.  You 
Avill  detail  an  extra  guard,  an'  put  him  on  right 
aAvay!" 

The  Orderly,  Avho  obeys  all  orders,  promptly  do- 
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tailed  and  placed  the  guard  as  indicated,  and  report- 
ed the  facts  to  the  Captain,  who  for  the  first  time 
heard  of  the  circumstance.  That  officer,  though 
surprised  that  a  "tead  man  should  be  standin'  out 
dere  in  te  pox, "after  reconnoitring  thought  that  the 
regular  guard  was  sufficient  to  keep  the  "tead  man" 
from  running  away  during  the  night,  and  relieved 
the  extra  from  further  watching. 


Ix  the  summer  of  '62  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  were  in  General  Abercromby's  Brigade. 
On  the  march  from  Winchester  to  Warrington  they 
soreh'  tried  the  General's  patience  by  straggling  and 
"foraging  on  their  own  hook,"  oftentimes  getting 
miles  ahead  of  the  marching  column.  One  day  the 
General,  finding  himself  some  few  miles  ahead  of 
his  column,  entered  a  house  on  the  roadside  to  get  a 
hasty  breakfast.  Scarceh'  was  he  seated  when  he 
saw  half  a  dozen  soldiers  pass  by  toAvard  the  front. 
He  halted  them  at  once  with  the  interrogatory, 

"  What  regiment  do  you  belong  to  ?" 

"Twelfth  Massachusetts,"  was  the  answer. 

"The  Twelfth.  Ha!  I  know  you,  bo^'S ;  you're 
always  ahead  of  me.  Go  back  to  your  regiment ;  I 
intend  to  lead  the  brigade  mj'self  this  morning  !" 


The  following  is  confided  to  the  Drawer,  with  full 
consent  to  publish : 

At  the  opening  of  the  Senatorial  contest,  several 
years  ago,  in  California,  when  the  lamented  Broder- 
ick  first  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States 
Senate,  in  opposition  to  Senator  Gwin,  the  following 
correspondence  passed,  which  has  two  merits — first, 
that  of  being  terse  and  pointed ;  and,  second,  won- 
derfully illustrative  of  the  "filthy  pool"  of  politics : 

"  CONFIDENTIAL. 

"  Dear  Sir, — If  you  will  consent  to  withdraw  your  name 
as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate,  I  will  use  my 
influence — and  you  know  its  value — to  have  you  nomina- 
ted for  Governor.  The  nomination  is  equivalent  to  an 
election.     Your  obedient  servant,  Wm.  M.  G\vin. 

"Mr.  D  C.  Beodeeick." 

"  CONFIDENTIAL. 

"Mr.  D.  C.  Brodericic  presents  his  compliments  to 
Senator  Gwin,  and  begs  to  inform  him  that  Mr.  Brodcrick 
is  in  the  habit  of  making  the  Governor  of  California  him- 
self. 

"  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Gwin." 


Colonel  T ,  at  present  occupying  a  high  Fed- 
eral office  in  California,  found  himself  some  time 
since  in  Yreka,  a  mining  town  in  the  north  of  Cal- 
ifornia. An  immensely  heavy  losing  at  "  poker"  one 
night  left  him  without  money  to  pay  his  bills  or  get 
away,  and  he  remained  in  bed  late  in  great  disgust. 
During  the  morning  a  man  came  to  the  landlord  of 
the  hotel  and  told  him  he  needed  a  first-rate  lawyer 
to  conduct  an  important  case  for  him.  The  landlord 
told  him  that  a  celel)rated  San  Francisco  lawyer  was 

up  stairs,  and  showed  him  up  to  Colonel  T ,  who 

listened  with  great  eagerness  to  the  man's  stor3\ 
His  case  was  this :  A  neighbor  had  a  pet  rattle- 
snake which  had  escaped  from  his  cage  and  bitten 
the  complainant's  horse.  The  horse  died,  and  he 
wanted  to  prosecute  for  damages,  and  a  first-class 
lawyer  to  bring  suit. 

"  How  much  was  your  horse  worth  ?"  asked  Col- 
onel T . 

"  Five  dollars,"  was  the  reply. 

"  I  am  very  sorry,"  said  Colonel  T ,  "  that  I 

can't  serve  you.     /  am  retained  for  the  snake  P' 

When  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  began  to  be 


famous,  our  neighbor  Jones,  being  of  a  speculative 
turn,  was  seized  with  the  petroleum  fever,  and  im- 
mediately emigrated  to  this  land  flowing  with  oil 
and  money.  Having  rented  an  eligible  site  for  oper- 
ations, he  began  fighting  his  way  to  fortune.  Yet 
it  proved  every  thing  but  the  smooth  and  oily  way 
he  had  dreamed  of.  He  bored  and  bored,  day  in 
and  day  out,  but,  alas!  failed  to  "strike  ile."  His 
despondency  grew  apace,  and  was  ver^'  much  aggra- 
vated by  frequent  visits  from  his  immediate  and 
more  successful  neighl^ors,  who  lost  no  opportunity 
of  boring  our  hero  with  all  manner  of  impertinent 
questions  and  criticisms  as  to  his  plans  and  success 
in  boring.  Jones  bore  their  taunts  and  his  reverses 
with  true  Christian  fortitude,  until  one  morning,  in 
a  fit  of  desperation,  he  painted  in  flaming  capitals, 
and  erected  a,t  the  mouth  of  his  well,  this  cabalistic 
sign : 

"oil,  or  china!" 
By  that  sign  he  conquered ;  for  on  that  very  day 
his  terrestrial  penetrations  were  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and  he  was  spared  the  necessity  of  forcing  a 
passage  into  regions  celestial.  He  struck  a  vein 
which  gushed  forth  what  proved  to  his  desponding 
soul  the  veritable  "oil  of  jo}'."  Verily  "all's  well 
that  ends  well" — even  an  oil  well. 


Lieutenant  B.  F.  Clark,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Michigan  Infantry  (that  regiment  of  raw  recruits 
Avhich  gained  such  notoriety  for  courage  and  noble 
daring  on  the  battle-fields  of  South  Mountain  and 
Antietam  before  it  had  been  three  months  in  the 
service),  called  on  me  a  few  days  since,  and  during 
his  stay  related  many  interesting  incidents  of  those 
battles,  one  of  which  I  think  will  do  for  tlie  Drawer : 

As  our  army  moved  from  the  latter  field  of  blood 
and  carnage,  it  passed  among  heaps  of  rebel  slain 
slightly  covered  with  earth.  From  one  of  those 
heaps  an  arm  protruded,  with  palm  opening  upward, 
toward  tlie  passing  column  ;  at  the  sight  of  which 
an  Irish  soldier  exclaimed,  "  Jazez  !  Lieutenant,  an' 
see  the  rebel ;  he  is  after  racking  out  his  hand  to  git 
his  land- warrant ! " 


A  Westerner  writes  as  follows : 

A  few  months  ago  I  had  occasion  to  visit  a  friend, 

a  Mr.  E ,  who  is  a  great  admirer  of  pictures  and 

pictorial  papers,  such  as  Harper's  ]Veekly  and  the 
London  Illustrated  News,  with  which  the  walls  of 
his  house  were  papered,  thus  making  them  useful  as 
well  as  ornamental.  Among  other  illustrations  was 
that  of  "  The  Murder  of  the  Princes  in  the  Tower," 
upon  which  I  made  some  passing  remark.     Mrs. 

E inquired  if  I  understood  the  piece,  stating  that 

she  could  not  find  an  explanation  of  it  in  the  paper. 

I  was  about  to  repU'-  when  Mr.  E (commonly 

known  as  Whit)  turned  toward  his  wife  in  great 
surprise,  and  said,  "Why,  Ange,  hein't  you  seen 
that  and  read  about  it  lots  o'  times?" 

"No,  Whit,  I  have  not," answered  his  better-half. 

"  Well,  now,  1J0U  bet  I  have,"  said  Whit.  ' '  That's 
in  the  Bible  ^ 


In  the  well-known  village  of  Whisky  Diggings 
lives  one  of  its  "  oldest  inhabitants"  who  keeps  a 
hotel,  and  is  a  Dutchman.  One  fine  da}'  last  spring 
a  miner,  with  a  pack  of  blankets  and  "prospecting 
tools"  on  his  back  entered  the  town,  and  passed  all 
other  houses  and  called  on  the  Dutchman,  stating 
that  he  was  "straped,"  and  wished  to  remain  for  a 
few  da^'S,  and  seek  employment,  and  "  makaraise." 
"Veil,"  said  the  Dutchman,  "  there  pe  now  blenty 
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vork  ;  I  dink  you  get  soon  some  monish,  an  it  pc  all 
right.''  The  fellow  remainGcl  two  weeks,  and  of 
course  failed  to  "get  work;"  so  he  shouldered  his 
pack  to  leave,  when  the  landlord  accosted  him  with, 
''Veil,  I  guess  you  ownis  me  somedigs  ;  petter  you 
pay  first."  His  boarder  looked  at  him  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  reminded  him  of  his  statement  on 
his  first  appearance,  as  well  as  his  disappointment 
and  inability  to  pay,  whereupon  the  landlord  swore 
a  few;  said  it  was  a  "mean  dricks  to  shtop  in  mine 
house  a  couple  of  veeks  an'  den  gleer  out.*'  Our 
miner  very  deliberately  unbuckled  his  pack,  laid  it 
down,  and  turning  coolly  to  the  Dutchman,  said, 
"  Well,  old  man,  if  it  is  any  accommodation  to  you, 
ril  stay  a  iceek  or  two  longer  T 

A  WELL-KNOWN  clergyman  sends  to  the  Drawer 
an  anecdote  of  Dr.  Bethune  : 

Several  j'ears  ago,  according  to  invitation,  the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune  delivered  an  address  before 
one  of  the  societies  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Andover.  It  was  my  fortune  to 
light  him  up  to  bed  that  night  at  my  father's  house. 
Taking  his  bulky  manuscript,  written  only  upon  one 
side,  out  his  pocket,  he  laid  it  upon  the  bureau  with 
a  sigh.  "Ah,  poor  thing!"  said  he,  as  he  turned 
over  the  leaves,  "my  pen  ran  on  till  it  was  too 
long,  and  there  are  several  things  that  I  was  obliged 
to  omit  that  I  would  have  liked  to  read.  Ah  !  here 
is  one  that  in  m}'  hurry  I  overlooked,"  pointing  to  a 
page  written  in  his  clear  hand,  and  reading  aloud 
from  it  a  most  humorous  description  of  the  condition 
of  the  modern  minister,  "  going  around  from  place  to 
place,  like  Diogenes  with  his  tub,  not  unlike  which 
many  of  our  modern  pulpits  are  constructed  !" 


The  same  reverend  correspondent  adds  a  speci- 
men of  an  incorrigible  joker : 

A  short  time  ago  there  was  a  young  man  hoard- 
ing for  a  while  in  our  county  jail,  who  found  his  un- 
occupied time  hanging  too  heavily  on  his  hands,  and 
was  constantly  on  the  alert  to  improve  it  by  prac- 
tical jokes  upon  his  fellow-boarders,  or  upon  outside 
luckless  travelers.  One  veiy  rainy  Sunday,  in  mid- 
winter, he  spied  a  gentleman  driving  by  in  a  buggy, 
well  cloaked  up,  Avith  an  umbrella  over  him,  and  in- 
stantly shouted  vociferously  to  him  from  the  jail 
window  that  "something  was  the  matter  with  his 
wheel !"  The  gentleman  stopped,  got  out,  and  Avent 
all  around  his  buggy,  looking  for  the  trouble  in  vain, 
and  said  that  he  "didn't  see  any  thing  the  matter 
with  his  Avheel."  "Oh,  I  thought  there  was,"  was 
the  gracious  reply ;  '•Ht  hpt  going  around .'" 


One  of  our  faithful  army  chaplains  writes  to  the 
Drawer : 

Not  long  ago  one  of  our  sergeants  was  recruiting 
for  the  Corps  d'Afrique,  and  brought  a  squad  of 
fine-looking  fellows  to  the  Adjutant  to  have  them 
sworn  into  the  service.  As  their  names,  etc.,  were 
being  entered  on  the  enlistment-roll,  one,  on  being 
asked  where  he  was  born,  replied  that  he  did  not 
know ;  at  A\'hich  a  comrade  reminded  him,  quite 
confidently,  that  he  Avas  born  in  Arkansas.  The 
Adjutant  at  once  proposed  to  so  enter  it  on  the  roll. 

"Well,  I  doesn't  know,  Sah.  De  fac  is,  Sah," 
scratching  his  head  in  apologetic  perplexity,  "  Ps  so 
young  den  dat  I  disrcmcmher .'" 


ed  on  camp-guard  for  the  first  time.  Rebel  cavalry 
was  known  to  be  in  our  vicinity,  and  as  there  was 
some  expectation  of  an  attack  he  Avas  instructed,  if 
there  Avas  any  firing  on  the  picket-line,  to  report  it 
instantly.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  obser\'ed 
a  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  pickets,  Avhich  the  "re- 
serA^e"  had  built  for  their  personal  comfort.  Sup- 
posing this  to  be  the  very  thing  he  was  cautioned 
about,  he  dropped  his  gun  and  started  through  camp 
yelling  at  the  top  of  his  A'oice, 

"  Fire  on  the  pickets  !  Jire  on  the  pickets  T^ 
In  a  tAvinkling  ev^ery  man  Avas  in  line,  ready  for 
the  expected  foe.  But  Avhcn  the  cause  of  the  alarm 
was  explained,  the  yells  and  shouts  that  gi-eeted  our 
new  soldier  can  only  be  understood  by  those  who 
have  heard  a  battalion  of  veterans  cheer. 


Another  of  our  neAV  recruits  being  notified  by 
the  Sergeant  of  his  Company  that  he  Avas  detailed 
for  "fatigue  duty,"  A'ery  innocently  replied,  that  he 
couldn't  go^  as  he  luas  meriting  a  letter! 


I  RECOLLECT  Avhcu  a  boy  attending  a  celebration 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bennington,  on 
the  old  battle-ground,  and  a  Hoosic  Dutchman  of- 
fered a  toast  that  seems  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
present  time.     It  A\-as  this  : 

^'■Domestic  traitors;  may  da  hanghy  de  edge  of  de 
moon  uid  dare  fingers  greased  P'' 


Dear  Draaver, — This  rcA'enue  business  brings 
out  the  human  hugely.  The  incomes  are  beginning 
to  come  in,  and  I  send  you  a  specimen  brick  : 

"My  profets  to  the  Bes  of  my  nolef?  From  one  doller  to 
to  dollars  pur  day  Thet  is  oneday  with  the  other.  Rent 
to  Pay  By  th  Mont  19  doUers  i  hef  to  Pay  now  And  les 
yer  i  pad  16  dollars  pur  mont" 


I  AM  indebted  to  the  Captain  of  II  Company  for 
the  following  two : 

One  of  our  new  recruits  Avas  a  few  days  ago  post- 


I  heard,  years  ago,  the  late  ReA%  James  B.  Fin- 
ley,  of  Ohio — the  Old  Chief,  as  Ave  called  him — re- 
late the  folloAving : 

He  Avas  a  Avild  boy,  and  took  a  full  part  in  all  the 
fun,  frolic,  and  "deA'ilment"  which  Avas  so  promi- 
nent a  feature  of  our  Western  life  in  its  earlier  days. 
There  Avas  a  practice  in  vogue  in  those  days  of  par- 
ties stealing  into  melon-patches  at  night,  eating  the 
luscious  fruit  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and  then 
making  a  general  smash-up  of  the  balance.  This 
Avas  certainly  rather  rough  and  malicious  fun ;  but 
as  fcAV  except  "close-fisted"  farmers  AA'ere  visited, 
who  were  stingy  of  melons,  the  practice  Avas  rather 
popular  than  otherAvise. 

There  Avas  a  German  in  the  neighborhood  who  had 
received  some  slight  from  one  of  his  nearest  neigh- 
bors, and  meditated  rcA'enge.  One  day,  in  the  mel- 
on-season, he  came  to  young  Finley  and  proposed 
that  they  should  have  a  good  time  in  a  melon-patch 
that  night.  The  matter  was  soon  arranged,  the  time 
and  place  of  rendezA'ous  appointed.  The  night  Avas 
dark,  and  proved  chilly  for  the  season,  and  Avhen  the 
Dutchman  appeared  he  brought  a  bottle  of  apple- 
brand}^ — or  apple-jack,  as  it  Avas  generally  called — 
of  Avhich  he  had  already  imbibed  freely.  Long  be- 
fore daylight  the  parties  returned  to  their  homes, 
the  Dutchman  elated  and  chuckling  over  the  con- 
steniation  Avith  Avhich  his  neighbor  Avould  be  filled 
in  the  morning.  Finley,  howcA'er,  Avas  in  more 
than  usually  i)leasant  mood,  and  certainly  had  no 
compunctions  of  conscience  for  the  part  he  had  in 
the  "  trick."  He  was  at  Avork  near  the  house  in  the 
afternoon  Avhen  he  saAv  his  Teutonic  friend  approach- 
ing, with  a  countenance  in  which  sorroAV  and  an- 
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ger  were  about  equally  combined.  Finley  started 
to  meet  him,  saluting  him, 

' '  How  are  you,  Jonny  ?  Didn't  we  have  a  big 
time  last  night  ?" 

"  Oh !  Shim  (Jim),  dem  was  mine  own  melons 
dat  we  proke  last  night !  What  fool  we  is !"  burst 
out  the  agonizing  Dutchman. 

Finley  consoled  him  as  best  he  could;  and  his 
friend  never  suspected  that  the  sad  mistake  was  only 
the  trick  of  a  sober  rogue  played  off  on  a  drunken 
one. 

This  conies  from  Chester  County,  in  the  Keystone 
State : 

It  is  a  common  system  of  cultivating  land  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  for  the  owner  to  take  from  the 
tenant  one-half  the  crop  in  kind  for  his  rent: — called, 
in  our  old-fashioned  neighborhood,  "farming  on  the 

shears."      Captain  A had  a  nice  lot  near  the 

county  town,  and  Davy  R ,  who  passed  among 

people  who  never  tried  to  drive  a  bargain  with  him 
as  a  little  "  daft,"  proposed  to  the  Captain  to  raise  a 
crop  of  potatoes  from  it  on  the  shares,  the  Captain 
furnishing  the  potatoes  to  be  planted.  The  bargain 
was  made ;  Davy  put  in  the  crop  aud  worked  it 
faithfuU}' ;  but  it  was  a  light  one,  the  season  having 
been  an  unfavorable  one  that  year  in  our  region. 
About  gathering  time  the  Captain  was  busy  with 
other  things  and  forgot  the  potatoes,  until  one  day 
passing  his  lot  he  discovered  that  they  had  all  been 
removed.  Still  he  waited  on  Davy  for  some  word 
or  message  about  the  potatoes ;  but  neither  came. 
At  last,  concluding  that  it  was  time  he  had  the  mat- 
ter adjusted,  he  sought  Davy,  and  finding  him,  the 
following  colloquy  ensued : 

Captain.  "  Well,  Davy,  I  see  you've  gathered 
the  potatoes." 

Davy.  "  Ya-as,  I've  got  'em  in." 

Captain.  "When  shall  I  send  for  my  half.?" 

Davy.  "  Wa'al,  Cap'n — no  'casion  to  send — there 
was  but  half  a  crop." 

The  Captain  saw  the  point,  and  uttered  no  com- 
plaints; but  Davy  never  planted  for  the  Captain 
again  "on  the  shears." 


The  following  occurred  in  Iowa,  and  is  truly  re- 
corded for  the  Drawer : 

Josh  Gibson  is  a  powerful  man,  and,  though  he  is 
civil,  he  is  proud  of  his  reputation  as  the  "  best  man 
in  the  county."  Bill  Stiles  is  a  notorious  biaggart, 
and  is  always  telling  of  his  having  drubbed  this  or 
that  individual,  naming  some  one  who  is  proverb- 
ially large,  stout,  brave,  or  active.  One  day  Bill 
was  at  the  hotel  when  the  conversation  turned  on 
his  favorite  topic. 

"  You  all  know  Josh  Gibson,"  says  Bill. 

"  Yes,"  was  answered  by  three  or  four  at  once. 

"  Well,  I  met  Josh  last  Saturday,  and  he  refused 
to  give  half  the  road.  I  got  out  and  took  him  off 
his  wagon  and  mauled  him  till  he  begged  for  mercy." 

One  of  the  listeners  was  a  particular  friend  of 
Josh,  who,  on  his  return,  told  Jo«h  what  Bill  said. 
Josh,  on  hearing  the  news,  pondered  a  minute,  then 
said, 

"  Did  he  own  to  it,  though  ?  and  will  you  go  be- 
fore Squire  Broadhead  and  swear  that  he  said  so  ?" 

"Yes." 

"Well,"  says  Josh,  "you  go  to  the  Squire's  and 
make  the  affidavit  and  get  a  warrant  for  Bill  Stiles 
for  assault  and  battery,  and  I'll  show  him  how  to 
abuse  people  on  the  highway." 

The  friend  did  as  Josh  told  him,  and  began  to 


think  sure  enough  Bill  had  thrashed  Josh.  Bill 
was  brought  before  the  Squire  and  pleaded  guilt}', 
whereupon  the  Squire  fined  him  ten  dollars  and  costs, 
which  he  paid  without  hesitation,  evidently  flatter- 
ing himself  that  he  had  bought  fame  at  a  bargain. 
As  Bill  left  the  Squire's  office  Josh  accosted  him 
with, 

"  Well,  Bill,  you  have  just  paid  ten  dollars  for 
thrashing  me  in  my  absence,  and  now  I  am  going 
to  see  what  they  charge  for  flailing  a  lying  puppy 
when  he  is  present." 

Bill  took  the  hint  and  began  to  make  excuses, 
but  Josh  cut  him  short  by  a  smart  rap  below  the 
eye,  follo\ved  by  two  or  three  others  that  brought 
him  to  the  pavement. 

Bill  Stiles  staid  thereabout  two  years  afterward, 
and,  although  he  went  by  the  name  of  "Fighting 
Bill,"  he  was  never  afterward  known  to  brag  of  his 
exploits  in  that  line  of  business ;  in  fact  Bill  was 
never  quarrelsome,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  only 
fight  he  ever  had  was  the  one  in  which  Josh  Gibson 
struck  the  first  blow. 


The  sheriff  of Count}',  California,  writes  to 

the  Drawer,  and  tells  this  of  his  own  knowledge  : 

A  few  years  ago,  when  Judge  Goodman  adminis- 
tered the  law  to  the  honest  miners  of  Gibsonville,  it 
happened  on  a  certain  day  when  a  case  was  being 
tried  that  one  Myers,  a  Dutchman,  appeared  in  Court 
and  demanded  an  attachment  "for  to  ketch"  one 
Causper,  a  fellow-countryman,  on  the  charge  of  as- 
sault "  mit  a  putcher-knife"  and  threatening  to  kill 
the  plaintiff.  The  Judge  made  out  the  necessary 
affidavit,  issued  a  warrant,  and  sent  an  officer  in 
pursuit  of  C,  who  in  due  time  was  arrested  and  tak- 
en into  Court,  just  as  the  jury  in  the  first  case  was 
about  to  retire  to  the  jury-room  for  deliberation. 
Causper,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  other  case,  be- 
came alarmed,  supposing  from  the  appearance  of 
things  that  his  case  was  on  trial,  and  addressed  the 
Court : 

"Mishter  Goort,  Mishter  Schquire,  I  like  to  shtop 
mit  dish  dings.  I  wants  un  lawyer ;  I  like  to  zet- 
tle  mit  IMyer." 

"Very  well,"  said  the  Court,  "  you  can  get  a  law- 
yer as  soon  as  this  jury  retires;  there  are  two  of 
them  here." 

"Mine  Got!"  said  Causper,  "dosh  Myer  have 
two  ?" 

Myer  stepped  forward  and  declared  that  he  had 
not  3'et  employed  one,  upon  hearing  which  Causper 
proposed  that  they  each  employ  "  un  lawyer  to  zet- 
tle  mit  the  Schquire,"  which  was  accordingly  done. 
The  two  limbs  of  the  law  withdrew  to  a  corner  "  to 
settle,"  and  decided  that  each  party  pay  his  own  at- 
torney's fees,  and  that  plaintiff  withdraw  the  suit  on 
payment  of  costs  by  defendant.  To  this  the  de- 
fendant agreed,  and  stated  to  the  Court  that  he  was 
"  glat  dish  dings  pe  zettle,"  for,  said  he,  "  fen  Myer 
not  run  so  fasht  I  r/ills  him  sure;  but  I  dose  not  so 
any  more  agin."  Then  turning  to  Myers  he  asked 
for  the  loan  of  $10,  "  to  pay  the  Schquire,"  which 
sum  was  advanced  by  the  plaintiff,  and  both  left 
Court  and  directed  their  steps  to  a  lager  beer  shop. 


A  lady  in  Missouri  writes  to  the  Drawer  and 
tells  a  good  story  that  she  knows  to  be  true. 

The  following  shows  that  Jeff  Davis's  negroes 
were  taught  to  pronounce  chairs  "cheers."  During 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  some  of  the  Sixth  Missouri 
cavalry  visited  the  former  residence  of  "President 
Davis,"  and  found  tiie  blacks  all  very  much  alarmed 
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at  the  near  approach  of  General  Grant,  whom  they 
believed  would  immediately  devour  them.  The 
fris^htencd  creatures  asked  numberless  (questions  of 
the  boys  as  to  what  they  should  do  to  appease  him 
if  he  sliould  visit  them.  The  boys  told  them  the 
General  was  not  very  frij^htful,  and  if  they  would 
assemble  in  the  yard  on  his  ajiproach  and  i;ive  him 
three  cheers  they  would  bo  safe.  They  were  very 
much  amused  on  returning  to  find  the  darkeys  had 
nicely  swept  a  place  under  the  trees  in  the  yard  and 
had  set  out  three  of  the  best  chairs  the  mansion  af- 
forded. 


Mr.  "White  is  the  most  diffident  of  young  men. 
He  belongs  to  our  "  Literary  Circle,"  where  the  la- 
dies and  gentlemen  entertain  themselves  with  flashes 
of  genius,  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  each  other. 
But  one  of  the  brightest  of  our  fair  friends  has  res- 
cued Mr.  White  from  his  retirement  by  having  the 
following  "original"  read  at  our  last  meeting : 

"The  rainbow  shows  a  varied  hue, 
Of  yellow,  crimson,  green,  and  blue ; 
Oh  could  those  hues  thus  arched  unite, 
"We  then  might  have  a  beau  of  White .'" 


Dear  Drawer, — I  have  been  a  reader,  but  not 
a  contributor.  If  the  folloAving  waifs  are  worthy 
of  a  more  enduring  record,  please  make  a  note  of 
them. 

A  fe^v  da^'S  since,  while  passing  over  the  Brook- 
lyn Fulton  Ferry,  two  young  men  were  admiring 
the  beautiful  iron  ferry-house  recently  constructed. 
One  said  to  the  other : 

"  I  do  not  see  the  policy  of  building  an  iron  house 
npon  wooden  piles." 

"Oh,"  said  his  companion,  "there  is  no  policy  on 
it ;  you  see  it  is  fire-proof." 


Agaix,  a  young  legal  friend  of  mine,  in  company 
with  "  One"  of  the  Herald,  went  up  to  the  Harlem 
depot  to  see  the  amval  of  the  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, who  had  probably  some  of  them  been  "  seen" 
before.  The  Herald  man,  with  seeming  surprise, 
exclaimed,  "  What  a  lot  of  dead-heads  !" — say  about 
one  hundred.  "Yes,"  replied  my  legal  friend,  "as 
Harlem  passes  the  Legislature,  I  think  the  Legisla- 
ture ought  to  pass  the  Harlem." 


And  yet  again.  Our  same  legal  friend,  on  his 
way  down  town  (having  read,  probably,  Jlarper^s 
WeekJij,  wherein  it  is  proven  that  two  and  two  do 
not  always  make  4,  to  wit,  when  they  are  twenty- 
two,  with  the  ready  genius  of  his  ancestry,  thought 
he  could  prove  that  two-fourths  were  greater  than 
two-thirds.  Meeting  a  young  Utthateur  vending 
the  Express,  he  asked  for  two  copies  of  the  fourth 
edition.  The  youth  had  not  the  fourth,  but  ofTered 
the  third.  "No,"  says  our  friend,  "  I  am  sure  two 
fourths  contain  more  than  two  thirds." 


A  cORREsroxDENT  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  says : 

Rev.  Dr.  II ,  while  making  an  address  to  the 

urchins  at  the  Children's  Home  in  this  city,  asked 
them,  "How  old  was  iMethnselah .'"  No  one  was 
aide  to  tell;  so  he  informed  thorn  that  Methuselah 
was  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  3'ears  old;  and 
then,  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  length  of  this 
period,  asked  them,  "How  old  do  you  suppose  I 
am  ?"  Dead  silence  ensued  for  a  space  of  a  mituite, 
when  a  bright-CN'cd  little  fellow  sang  out,  "About 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years;"  and  the  rest,  agreeing 
with  the  first,  all  sang  out,  "About  one  hundred 


and  fifty  years."     The  Reverend  Doctor  enjoyed  it 
greatly,  and  took  another  tack. 


Colonel  T<^)I)d,  of  Egremont,  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts,  in  years  gone  b}',  run  a  cider-mill 
and  distillery  for  making  cider  and  cider  brandy. 
Mr.  Burton,  a  man  of  property  and  good  standing 
who  was  not  above  doing  his  own  work,  and  who 
lived  in  Hillsdale,  Columbia  County,  New  York,  the 
adjoining  town,  was  known  by  reputation,  but  not 
personalh%  to  Colonel  Todd.  One  day  he  brought 
a  load  of  apples  to  the  mill.  Mr.  Burton  was  dressed 
rather  shabbih',  as  was  his  wont,  and  the  Colonel 
mistook  him  for  one  of  his  hired  men,  and  inquired, 

"Whose  apples  are  those?" 

The  reply  was,  "Thev  belong  to  old  Burton." 

"  What  f  old  Burton  of  Hillsdale.?" 

"Yes." 

"  Well,  you  go  home  and  tell  old  Burton  you  will 
not  work  for  him  any  longer  if  he  don't  clothe  you 
better." 


Little  Nannie  is  a  close  student  of  the  Bible,  but 
not  very  clear  as  to  some  points. 

"Ma," said  she  one  Sunday  evening,  after  having 
sat  like  a  "good  child"  all  day  in  the  house,  "have 
I  honored  3'ou  to-day  ?" 

"I  do  not  knoAv,  Nannie;  "why  do  you  ask.?" 
said  her  mother. 

"Because,"  said  little  Nan,  shaking  her  curls 
sadly,  "  the  Bible  says,  '  Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
mother  that  thy  days  may  be  long ;'  and  this  has 
been,  oh,  the  longest  day  I  ever  saw!" 


Germantown  is  close  by  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, whence  we  have  this  : 

Our  little  "five-year-old,"  a  few  days  since,  made 
an  observation  which  we  consider  quite  "good 
enough  for  Ilarper's.^^  She  had  been  attending 
Sunday-school  during  the  day,  and  seemed  for  a 
long  time  much  exercised  in  mind.  Final!}',  she 
Avent  to  her  mother  and  asked,  "  Mamma,  do  j^ou 
believe  that  Methuselah  lived  to  be  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  years  old  ?"  "  Certainly,  my  dear," 
was  the  reply,  "for the  Bible  tells  us  so."  This  did 
not  appear  to  relieve  her ;  for  after  a  while'she  ask- 
ed her  brother,  "  Harry,  do  j'ou  believe  Methuselah 
lived  to  be  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  years  old .?" 
"Of  course, "said  Harry,  "for we  read  it  in  the  Bi- 
ble." Still  she  was  not  satisfied ;  so,  on  going  to 
bed,  she  asked  her  nurse  the  same  question,  and 
on  receiving  the  same  reply,  she  burst  out,  "Well, 
I  don't ;  I  just  believe  it's  some  more  of  that  Ger- 
mantown gossip!" 

Ax  Officer  in  the  Army,  now  at  New  Orleans, 
writes  to  the  Drawer,  and  says: 

The  incident  from  North  Carolina,  in  the  Septem- 
ber number  of  the  Magazine,  reminds  me  of  a  like 
occurrence  that  happened  at  Cumberland  Gap  in  the 
summer  of '62.  A  great  number  of  refugees  wotdd 
come  into  our  lines  from  East  Tennessee,  and  they 
were  being  rapidly  organized  into  regiments,  both 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  for  service  in  the  Union 
army.  One  sultry  afternoon  in  Juh"-  an  infantry 
captain  belonging  to  one  of  tlie  Tennessee  regiments 
was  drilling  his  comi)any.  He  had  his  men  in  two 
ranks,  and  wished  to  change  them  from  that  into 
four  ratdcfl.  Eitlier  not  knowing,  or  forgetting  the 
usual  command,  he  called  out,  much  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  by-standers,  "  Comjmny^from  two  strings 
to  four  st7'in(js — fjit .'" 
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This  comes  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory  : 
During  a  fight  with  the  Indians  at  Provo,  in  the 
fall  of  1859,  a  Dutchman  named  Jacob  Hoffhines 
was  captain  of  a  squad  of  artiller}^  who  were  indus- 
triously, though  harmlessly,  working  an  old  smooth- 
bore 12-pounder.  The  gun  was  quickly  got  into 
position,  and  a  few  rounds  of  canister  sent  in  among 
the  willows,  where  the  Red  Skins  were  supposed  to 
be  lurking.  Failin^ ,  however,  to  "draw  the  ene- 
my's fire,"  Jacob,  with  great  pomposity,  gave  the 
following  very  lucid  command  :  "  Sergeant,  hele- 
vate  that  gun  a  little  lower,  so  as  to  rake  the  vicke- 
ups." 

A  FRIEND  in  the  army  writes : 

In  looking  over  Harper  for  September,  1856,  I 
saw  the  picture  of  "Uncle  Alic"  in  Porte  Crayon's 
"Dismal  Swamp."  Whether  it  is  a  good  likeness 
or  not  the  following  will  show.  I  was  stationed 
at  Suffolk,  Virginia,  in  November,  1862,  and  heard 
Uncle  Alic  was  still  alive.  Once,  being  field-ofl[icer 
of  the  day,  I  had  in  my  grand  rounds  to  visit  the 
picket  stationed  on  the  railroad  a  short  distance  be- 
j'ond  Alic's  hut.  I  stopped  to  see  the  old  darkey. 
He  came  out  on  being  called,  in  his  shirt-sleeves 
and  a  very  ragged  pair 
of  pantaloons.  It  was 
Sunday,  and  after  a  lit- 
tle conversation  he  com- 
menced to  expound  the 
Scriptures  (I  suppose  he 
thought  we  needed  a 
sermon).  With  some 
diflSculty  I  got  him  to 
stop  long  enough  to  ask 
him  if  he  remembered 
the  visit  of  Porte  Cray- 
on (now  Colonel  S ). 

He  said:  "Yes,  massa, 
I  do  dat.  One  day  I 
was  sitting  down  dare 
reading  my  Bible,  and 

Massa     S [Porte 

Crayon],  Massa  Rid- 
dick,  and  some  more  ob 
dem  come  long  dis  way 
and  sing  out,  '  Come  up 
here,  you  old  rascal!' 
I  supposed  dey  must 
mean  me,  so  I  come  out. 

Massa  S he  tell  me 

to  stand  in  front  of  him. 
I  do  so.  '  Now  sit 
down.'  I  sit  down. 
'Now  stand  dis  way.' 
'Now  stand  dat  way.' 
I  do  so  just  as  he  tell 
me.  «  He  keep  scribble 
scribble  all  de  time ; 
and  bime-by  he  get  off 
de  log  and  give  me  de 
paper  and  tell  me  look 
at  it,  and  Lor  bress  your 
soul,  massa,  I  thought 
he  had  done  gone  stolen 
dis  nigger!" 


a  tour  to  Lake  George  and  the  high  waters  of  the 
Hudson  River.  One  day  we  were  trolling  among 
the  islands  of  that  beautiful  lake,  and  with  rather 
bad  luck.  We  espied  a  little  fellow  in  a  red  shirt 
and  old  straw-hat,  dangling  a  line  over  the  side  of 

his  boat.     As  we  passed  him,  Mr.  D y,  by  way 

of  salutation,  said, 

"Halloo,  my  boy !     What  are  you  doing ?" 

"  Fishin',"  came  in  answer. 

"Well,  of  course.     What  do  you  catch  ?' 

" Fish,  you  fool! — what  do  you  spose.'" 


Several  years  ago,  writes  a  clever  friend,  the 

good  people  of  Schenectady  elected  old  Squire  D 

to  the  Legislature.  During  the  winter  the  bill  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal  was  discussed 
thoroughly,  and  the  member  from  Schenectady  was 
bitterly  opposed  to  it,  for  he  thought  his  taxes 
Avould  be  increased,  and  that  was  enough  to  make 
him  oppose  it.  On  the  day  the  bill  was  up  for  a 
third  reading  Squire  D jumped  up  and  cried  out, 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  no  use  of  passing  this 
bill,  for  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  widen  this  canal, 
for  Charlie  Voorhies's  store  stands  right  on  the 
bank!" 


An  old  reader  of  the 

Drawer  sends  the  fol-  FLATTERING  PROSPECT, 

lowing  fact :  Cousin  Tom. — "Yes,  I  see;  kind  o'  used  up  in  the  city,  and  want  to  pick  up  a  bit. 

A  oTi^,.)-  ts'mo  orr/x  Tu,.  Wa'ul,  just  stay  here  three  months,  live  on  good  country  fare  as  we  do,  an'  go  to  bed 

A  snorr  ume  ago  mr.  g^,.jy^  ^^^  y^^.jj  ^^  ^^^^  looking  jess  like  me!" 

D g  and  I  were  on       Cousin  Fred "  Good  gracious  1     WiUI?" 

Vol.  XXIX.— No.  169.— I* 
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HARD  INDEED. 

Governor. — "Theorlore,  how  do  they  sound  the  g  in  Lnger — soft,  as  in  GinP 
Theodore. — "No,  Sir,  it  is  sounded  hard,  as  in  Gowf." 


■'^^;j#?$#-^«iii^^ir^ 


# 


It:^^^ 


RATHER  DOUBTFUL. 

Mu.  DonuB,  who  is  r.iUier  near-sighted,  and  veiy  deaf,  di.scovcrrf  a  new  formation  on  hi^  favorite  rock«,  near  Wee- 
hawk  ri. 

(N.H Th".  Targrt  C^wprrn;/,  after  having  imbibed^  for  the  fifth  time,  are  ready  to  commence  firing  again.    Pet'- 

hapn  they  will  .see  Me.  DoiJUB.) 


/iisIjinnLi  for  %mt 


Furnished  hy  Mr.  G.  Bkodie,  3,00  Canal  Street^  Nevi  Yorlc^  and  drawn  by 
VoiGT  from  actual  articles  of  Costume. 


Figure  1. — Breakfast  Kobe. 
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Figure  2.— Out-Door  Dress. 


THE  Breakfast  Robe  is  of  cambric.    The  plait- 
ing' down  the  front  is  bordered  with  buttons  of        ,  .,.„_ 

the  same  material,  which  are  also  repeated  on  the  '  white  silk  ruche,  wliicli  displays' the  lace 
uleeves  and  pocket.  |  jg  also  ix^\vi\^  passamenterie. 


The  Out-Door  Dress  consists  of  a  pardessus  of 
black  silk,  edged  with  black  lace,  underlaid  with  a 

There 
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No.  CLIX-JULY,  1864.-VOI.  XXIX. 


A 


THE  DEUMMER-BOY'S  BURIAL. 

LL  day  long  the  storm  of  battle  through  the  startled  valley  swept ; 
All  night  long  the  stars  in  heaven  o'er  the  slain  sad  vigils  kept. 


Oh  the  ghastly,  upturned  faces  gleaming  whitely  through  the  night ! 
Oh  the  heaps  of  mangled  corses  in  that  dim  sepulchral  light ! 

One  by  one  the  pale  stars  faded,  and  at  length  the  morning  broke; 
But  not  one  of  all  the  sleepers  on  that  field  of  death  awoke. 

Slowly  passed  the  golden  hours  of  that  long  bright  summer  day, 
And  upon  that  field  of  carnage  still  the  dead  unburied  lay : 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1864,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  170.— K 
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Lay  there  stark  and  cold,  but  j^leading  with  a  dumb,  unceasing  prayer, 
For  a  little  dust  to  hide  them  from  the  staring  sun  and  air. 

But  the  foemen  held  possession  of  that  hard-won  battle  plain, 
In  unholy  wrath  denying  even  burial  to  our  slain. 

Once  again  the  night  dropped  round  them — night  so  holy  and  so  calm 
That  the  moonbeams  hushed  the  spirit,  like  the  sound  of  prayer  or  psalm. 

On  a  couch  of  tramjDled  grasses,  just  apart  from  all  the  rest. 

Lay  a  fair  young  boy,  with  small  hands  meekly  folded  on  his  breast. 

Death  had  touched  him  very  gently,  and  he  lay  as  if  in  sleep ; 

Even  his  mother  scarce  had  shuddered  at  that  slumber  calm  and  deep. 

For  a  smile  of  wondrous  sweetness  lent  a  radiance  to  the  face. 

And  the  hand  of  cunning  sculptor  could  have  added  naught  of  grace 

To  the  marble  limbs  so  perfect  in  their  passionless  repose, 
Robbed  of  all  save  matchless  purity  by  hard,  unpitying  foes. 

And  the  broken  drum  beside  him  all  his  life's  short  story  told : 
How  he  did  his  duty  bravely  till  the  death-tide  o'er  him  rolled. 

Midnight  came  with  ebon  garments  and  a  diadem  of  stars, 
While  right  upward  in  the  zenith  hung  the  fiery  planet  Mars. 

Hark !  a  sound  of  stealthy  footsteps  and  of  voices  whispering  low — 
Was  it  nothing  but  the  young  leaves,  or  the  brooklet's  murmuring  flow  ? 

Clinging  closely  to  each  other,  striving  never  to  look  round 

As  they  passed  with  silent  shudder  the  pale  corses  on  the  ground,  • 

Came  two  little  maidens — sisters — with  a  light  and  hasty  tread, 
And  a  look  upon  their  faces,  half  of  sorrow,  half  of  dread. 

And  they  did  not  pause  nor  falter  till,  with  throbbing  hearts,  they  stood 
Where  the  Drummer-Boy  was  lying  in  that  partial  solitude. 

They  had  brought  some  simple  garments  from  their  wardrobe's  scanty  store, 
And  two  heavy  iron  shovels  in  their  slender  hands  they  bore. 

Then  they  quickly  knelt  beside  him,  crushing  back  the  pitying  tears, 
For  they  had  no  time  for  weeping,  nor  for  any  girlish  fears. 

And  they  robed  the  icy  body,  while  no  glow  of  maiden  shame 
Changed  the  pallor  of  their  foreheads  to  a  flush  of  lambent  flame. 

For  their  saintly  hearts  yearned  o'er  it  in  that  hour  of  sorest  need, 
And  they  felt  that  Death  was  holy  and  it  sanctified  the  deed. 

But  they  smiled  and  kissed  each  other  when  their  new,  strange- task  was  o'er, 
And  the  form  that  lay  before  them  its  unwonted  garments  wore. 

Then  with  slow  and  weary  labor  a  small  grave  they  hollowed  out. 
And  they  lined  it  with  the  withered  grass  and  leaves  that  lay  about. 

But  the  day  was  slowly  breaking  ere  their  holy  work  was  done, 
And  in  crimson  pomp  the  morning  again  heralded  the  sun. 

And  then  those  little  maidens — they  were  children  of  our  foes — 
Laid  the  body  of  our  Drummer-Boy  to  undisturbed  repose. 
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SCENES  IN  THE  WAE  OF  1812. 

the  possession  of  Lake  Champlain  secured  ;  tht 


X.— LAKE  CHAMPLAIN  ANT)  THE  NEW 
ENGLAND  COAST. 

WE  are  at  midsummer,  1814.  Since  the 
oi)cning  of  tlie  sj)ring  campaifrn  a  great 
change  has  occurred  in  tiic  aspect  of  foreign  af- 
fairs. After  his  disaster  at  Leipsic,  the  sun  of 
Napoleon's  glory  rapidly  declined.  His  oj)era- 
tions  were  confined  chiefly  to  the  soil  of  France 
by  bayonets  too  numerous  for  him.  and  a  moral 
force  in  public  opinion  outside  of  that  domain 
still  stronger  than  bayonets.  Gradually  the  al- 
lied armies  drew  toward  and  around  I'aris,  and 
hemmed  the  Emperor  and  his  legions  almost 
within  the  walls  of  his  ca[)ital.  Th';re  was  no 
chance  for  escape;  and  on  the  .Tlst  of  March, 
1814,  the  Emjjcror  Alexander  of  Russia  and 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  entered  the  city  as  con- 
querors amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  peojde. 
The  French  Senate  declared  that  "by  arbitrary 
acts  and  violations  of  the  Constitution"  the  Em- 
peror had  forfeited  his  n;^dit  to  the  throne.  In 
May  he  abdicated,  and  all  that  was  left  of  his 
overshadowing  jjolitical  power  was  the  sov(tr- 
eignty  of  the  large  Tuscan  island  of  Elba  be- 
tween his  native  Corsica  and  the  main.  There 
for  ten  months  he  lived  in  retirement  but  not  in 
inaction,  for  he  was  continually  |)reparing  for 
that  l)nrstingof  thel)ars  of  his  prison-house  which 
afterward  made  Europe  turn  pale  witli  terror. 

The  plan  of  the  British  campaign  in  1814,  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  New  York,  had  features 
similar  to  that  lai<l  down  for  Pnrgoyne's  gni<I- 
ance  in  1777.     The  State  was  to  be  invaded; 


country  penetrated  to  Albiiny  and  l)clo\v,  while 
a  land  and  naval  force  should  attempt  the  cnjt- 
ture  of  New  York  City  ;  and  by  holding  the  Hud- 
son River,  se]»aratc,  by  military  posts,  the  New 
P>ngland  States  from  the  renuiinder  of  the  Union. 
As  the  downfall  of  Najjoleon  might  release  large 
bodies  of  British  troops  then  on  the  Continent, 
and  allow  them  to  be  sent  over  the  Atlantic  to 
assist  in  the  sid)jugation  of  the  Americans,  that 
event  gave  joy  to  the  enemy  and  their  friends 
who  composed  the  disloyal  ''Peace  Party"  of 
that  day.  The  latter  flaunted  their  sliame  at 
convivial  parties  and  elsewhere  quite  as  insane- 
ly as  do  their  few  imitators  in  our  day. 

The  retirement  of  Najjoleon  to  Elba  did  re- 
lease from  Continental  service  a  large  body  of 
English  trooi)s,  and  several  thousands  of  tliem 
were  immediately  dispatched  to  ('anada  to  rein- 
force the  little  army  there  uiuler  the  Governor- 
General,  Sir  George  Prcvost.  They  were  sent 
from  the  Garonne,  in  Spain,  and  nuiny  of  them 
were  Wellington's  veterans,  hardy  and  skillful. 
They  arrived  at  Qnel)ee  late  in  July  and  in  Au- 
gust, and  were  rapidly  jjushed  uj)  to  Montreal . 
In  the  mean  time  the  force  under  Prcvost  had 
been  very  busy  in  j)reparations  for  the  invasir)M 
of  New  York,  and  a  flotilla  of  small  war-vessels 
in  the  Richelieu  or  Sorel  Hiver  had  been  greatly 
augmented  in  numbers  and  strength  during  the 
winter  and  spring. 

On  the  Dth  of  May,  General  George  I/ard  of 
South  Carolina,  who  had  suj-erseded  tlie  inc(»m- 
petent  Ilamjiton  in  comnuind  of  the  right  wing 
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of  the  grand  Army  of  the  North,  was  informed 
that  the  enemy  was  in  motion  below.  Captain 
Pring,  the  commander  of  the  British  flotilla,  was 
moving  up  the  Richelieu  with  a  little  squadron  ; 
and  from  behind  Providence  Island,  in  Lake 
Champlain,  he  proceeded  on  the  13th  to  attack 
an  American  flotilla  under  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Macdoxough,  then  at  Vergennes,  Vermont,  at 
the  head  of  the  navigation  of  Otter  Creek.  Mac- 
donough  was  early  apprised  of  the  movement, 
and  sent  a  party  to  reinforce  a  detachment  of 
light  artillery  in  the  manning  and  working  of  a 
small  battery  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  Gov- 
ernor Chittenden  also  ordered  out  some  Ver- 
mont militia  to  repel  the  threatened  invasion ; 
and  Avhen,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  Pring's 
galleys  and  a  bomb-sloop  anchored  off"  the  mouth 
of  the  creek,  they  found  ample  preparations  for 
their  reception.  A  brisk  fire  was  opened  from 
the  battery.  It  was  answered  from  the  water ; 
and  for  more  than  an  hour  a  cannonade  Avas  kept 
up,  when  the  British  vessels  were  driven  ofl". 
They  then  entered  the  Boquet  River  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  flour  at  the  falls  of  that 
stream.  On  their  return  they  were  compelled 
to  run  the  gauntlet  of  a  shower  of  bullets  from 
some  militia  who  had  hastily  assembled.  Many 
of  the  British  Avere  killed  and  wounded.  Eoiled 
and  disheartened,  Pring  returned  to  the  Riche- 
lieu a  wiser  man  ;  for  he  had  learned  that  even 
in  Vermont,  whose  Governor  was  a  zealous  op- 
ponent of  the  war,  the  people  were  ready  to  fight 
the  common  enemy  any  where.  A  few  days 
afterward  Mac dono ugh  sailed  out  of  Otter  Creek 
with  his  flotilla,  and  anchored  it  in  Cumberland 
or  Plattsburg  Bay,  off  Plattsburg. 

Both  parties — Americans  and  British — now 
prepared  for  a  struggle  for  supremacy  on  Lake 
Champlain.  Both  parties  were  also  reinforced 
during  the  remainder  of  May ;  and  General  Izard 
caused  a  battery  of  four  18-pounders  to  be  plaut- 
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ed  on  Cumberland  Head  instead  of  at  Rouse's 
Point  at  the  entrance  to  the  Richelieu  or  Sorel, 
as  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  urged 
by  Major  Totten,  his  chief  engineer. 

At  the  middle  of  June  Izard  disposed  his 
troops  for  a  movement  into  Canada.  He  sent 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  A.  Smith,  with  alight 
brigade  of  about  fourteen  hundred  men,  to  occu- 
py the  village  of  Champlain,  five  miles  below  the 
Canada  line.  Eight  hundred  men  were  at  Cha- 
zy  under  Colonel  Pearce ;  and  about  twelve  hun- 
dred men  occupied  the  cantonment  at  Platts- 
burg on  the  peninsula  between  the  lake  and  the 
Saranac  River,  the  works  on  Cumberland  Head, 
and  a  position  on  Dead  Creek,  about  two  miles 
below  Plattsburg.  Macdonough  with  his  flotil- 
la was  below  Cumberland  Head  watching  the 
little  Britml  squadron  which  lay  at  the  Isle  aux 
Tetes.  The  British  had  thirty-six  hundred  troops 
at  La  Colle ;  a  Swiss  regiment,  a  thousand  strong, 
at  L'Acadia;  and  two  brigades  of  artillery  and 
three  hundred  cavalry  were  at  Chambly — mak- 
ing a  total  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  There  was  also  a  reserve  of  two  thou- 
sand regulars  at  Montreal. 

A  feverishness  was  continually  manifested 
among  the  soldiery  and  the  people  along  the 
Canada  border.  The  armed  belligerents  were 
eager  for  a  trial  of  prowess.  Finally,  on  the 
22d  of  June,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eorsyth,  the 
commander  of  a  corps  of  riflemen,  leading  sev- 
enty sharp-shooters,  crossed  the  frontier  line,  and 
at  the  little  hamlet  of  Odelltown  he  was  attack- 
ed by  two  hundred  of  the  enemy's  light  troops. 
Forsyth  beat  them  off,  and  retired  in  good  order 
to  Champlain,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed 
and  five  wounded.  A  few  days  afterward  he 
was  again  sent  in  that  direction  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  the  enemy  across  the  lines.  He 
formed  an  ambuscade,  and  then  sent  a  few  men 
forward  as  a  decoy.  They  met  the  enemy,  fell 
back,  and  were  eagerly  followed  by  Captain 
Mahew  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians 
and  Indians.  When  the  pursuers  were  near 
the  ambush  Forsyth  stepped  upon  a  log  to 
watch  the  movement,  and  was  shot  by  one 
of  the  savages.  His  followers  immediately 
arose,  poured  a  deadly  fire  upon  the  foe,  and 
drove  him  across  the  line  with  such  slaughter 
that  he  left  seventeen  dead  on  the  field.  In- 
censed because  of  the  employment  of  Indians 
by  the  British,  the  riflemen  resolved  to  avenge 
the  death  of  their  beloved  leader.  A  few 
days  afterward  some  of  them  crossed  the  line, 
and  shot  Mathews,  the  leader  of  the  savages. 
He  was  taken  to  the  house  of  Judge  Moore, 
in  Champlain,  which  was  used  by  the  ofli- 
cers  of  both  nations  as  head-quarters,  where 
he  died. 

Skirmishing  along  the  borders  was  a  fre- 
quent occurrence,  but  no  movement  of  im- 
portance took  i)lace  until  the  close  of  July, 
when  General  Macomb's  brigade  embarked 
in  boats  from  Cumberland  Head  for  Chazy 
Landing,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chazy  Creek. 
On  the  same  day  Bissell's  brigade  started  for 
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Chazy  village,  by  land.    A  competent  corps  of 
effective  men  and  invalids  were  left  to  complete 
the  works  on  Cumberland  Head ;  and  a  fatigue 
party,  four  hundred  strong,  were  left  in  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Fcnwick  to  complete  three  re- 
doubts on  the  peninsula  between  the  lake  and 
the  Saranac  River,  at  Plattsburg.     There  were 
now  four  thousand  five  hundred  effective  Amer- 
ican troops  at  Ciiaraphiin,  within  five  miles  of 
the  Canada  border.     But  these  were  few  com- 
pared to  the  number  of  the  enemy  in  the  field 
and  reserved,  wliicli  was  constantly  augmenting. 
During  the  montlis  of  July  and  August,  not  less 
than  fifteen  thousand  armed  men,  chiefly  veter- 
ans from  Wellington's  armies,  arrived  at  Mon- 
treal.   Only  one  brigade  was  seut  westward,  and 
the  remainder  were  kejit  in  reserve  for  the  con- 
templated invasion  of  New 
York  in  such  overwhelm- 
ing numbers   as   to    over- 
bear all  opposition.     These 
newly-arrived  troops  were 
encamped     in     the     level 
country  between  La  Prairie 
on  the  St.  Lawrence   and 
Chambly  on  the  Sorcl. 

Very  soon  after  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Americans  to 
Chazy  and  Champlain,  Sir 
George  Prevost  arrived  at 
fslf  flux  Noi'Tj  where  he 
had  concentrated  a  consid- 
erable body  of  veterans,  and 
took  chief  command  in  per- 
son ;  and  strong  (b-tach- 
mcnts  of  ftcamcn  were  sent 
from  Qiicbf»c  to  strength- 
en the  naval  jwwcr  at  the 
same  place.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  a  speedy  invasion 


of  Northern  New  York  was  in  contem- 
plation ;  and  yet,  with  full  information 
on  the  subject,  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, as  if  fearful  of  a  conquest  of 
Canada  when  a  spirited  general  was  in 
command  near  assailable  jwints,  ordered 
Izard,  at  that  critical  moment,  to  march 
a  larger  j)art  of  his  force  westward  to  co- 
operate with  the  Army  of  Niagara.  It 
was  an  open  invitation  to  invasion  ;  and 
the  order  astonished  the  army  and  the 
people.  The  disaj)pointed  Izard  could 
scarcely  restrain  his  indignation  within 
the  bounds  of  a  soldier's  privilege,  and  he 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  saying, 
"  I  will  make  the  movement  you  direct, 
if  possible ;  but  I  shall  do  it  with  the  ap- 
])rehension  of  risking  the  force  imder  my 
command,  and  witli  the  certainty  that 
every  thing  in  this  vicinity  but  the  lately 
erected  works  at  Plattsburg  and  Cum- 
berland Head  will,  in  less  than  three 
days  after  my  departure,  be  in  possession 
of  the  enemy."  He  continued  to  protest 
against  the  movement,  but,  like  a  true 
soldier,  he  obeyed  orders.  Although  his 
means  for  transportation  were  limited,  he  soon 
set  four  thousand  men  in  motion  by  the  way  of 
Lake  George,  Schenectady,  and  the  Mohawk 
Valley,  and  arrived  with  them  at  Sackctt's  Har- 
bor at  the  middle  of  Sejitember.  He  left  all  his 
sick  an(i^  convalescents,  and  about  twelve  hun- 
dred effective  men,  to  garrison  the  unfinished 
works  at  Plattsburg  and  on  Cumberland  Head, 
and  made  a  requisition  on  Major-General  Mooers 
of  the  militia  of  that  district  for  the  assembling 
of  infantry  and  light  dragoons  at  Chazy.  Brig- 
adier-General Alexander  Macomb,  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  was  left  in  chief  command,  with  his 
head-quarters  at  Plattsburg. 

Macomb  was  vigilant  and  active.  At  the  close 
of  August  he  found  himself  in  command  of  about 
three  thousand  four  hundred  troo])s ;  but  they 
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■were  in  a  weak  con- 
dition, there  boin'r 
but  one  or^^xniz- 
ed  battalion  amoiiL: 
them.  Full  four- 
teen hundred  of 
them  were  invalids 
or  non-combatants. 
Tlie  garrisons  at  dif- 
ferent points  were 
composed  chiefly  of 
convalescents  an(^ 
new  recruits ;  the 
condition  of  the  ord- 
nance and  stores 
was  chaotic ;  and 
the  defensive  Avorks 
were  all  unfinished. 
Macomb  concentra- 
ted all  his  troop? 
at  riattsbiirg,  and 
worked  vigorously 
in  preparations  for 
defense. 

On  the  day  when 
Izard  left  his  camp 
at  Champlain  [Au- 
gust 29],  General 
Brisbane  crossed  the 
frontier  with  a  con- 
siderable body  of 
troops,  and  occupied 
that  village  ;  and  on 
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STONE  MILL  AT  PLATT8BTTEG. 


the  3d  of  September  full  fourteen  thousand  Brit- 
ish soldiers  were  assembled  in  that  vicinity  un- 
der the  general  command  of  Prevost,  assisted 
by  General  De  Rottenburgh  as  his  second.  Pre- 
vost issued  a  proclamation,  avowing  his  inten- 
tion to  take  possession  of  the  country,  and  in- 
viting the  inhabitants  to  cast  off  their  allegiance 
to  their  Government,  and  furnish  him  with  sup- 
plies. On  the  following  day  they  moved  for- 
ward to  Chazy,  and  on  the  5th  they  encamped 
at  Sampson's,  about  eight  miles  north  of  Platts- 
burg.     Captain  Pring,  with  the  British  squad- 


BAMTSOM'S. 


ron,  moved  up  the  Sorel  at  the  same  time,  anch- 
ored off  Isle  la  Motte,  and  on  the  west  side  of 
that  island  erected  a  battery  of  three  long  18- 
pounders  to  cover  the  landing  of  supplies  for 
Prevost's  army.  Macomb,  at  the  same  time, 
was  straining  every  muscle  at  his  command  for 
the  completion  of  his  defensive  works.  His  sol- 
diers labored  day  and  night ;  and  by  great  ex- 
ertion three  redoubts,  named  respectively  Fort 
Moreau,  Brown,  and  Scott,  and  two  block-houses, 
were  completed  on  the  peninsula.  Fort  Brown 
was  on  the  high  bank  of  the  Saranac,  and  com- 
manded the  village ;  Fort  Moreau,  the 
principal  w'ork,  was  half-way  between  the 
river  and  the  lake ;  and  Fort  Scott  was 
-  near  the  bank  of  the  lake.  The  remains 
of  these  forts,  on  a  curved  line  across  the 
neck  of  the  peninsula,  are  still  very  prom- 
inent. Two  bridges  spanned  the  Saranac  ; 
one  at  the  village,  known  as  the  Lower 
Bridge,  and  the  other  about  a  mile  above, 
on  the  road  to  Salmon  River.  Between 
the  Lower  Bridge  and  some  distance  above 
Fort  Brown,  the  right  bank  of  the  Saranac 
is  steej),  and  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet  in 
height;  and  about  sixty  rods  above  the 
Lower  Bridge  it  is  cleft  by  a  deep  ravine 
that  extends  from  the  river  almost  to  the 
lake.  Near  tliis  ravine  a  block-house  was 
erected  ;  and  on  the  point  overlooking  the 
present  steamboat-landing  was  another. 
At  the  mouth  of  the  river,  near  the  Lower 
Bridge,  stood  (and  still  stands)  a  heavy" 
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Stone  mill  which  served  an  excellent  defensive 
purpose. 

To  create  a  spirit  of  emulation,  Macomb  di- 
vided his  army  into  detachments,  and  held  each 
responsible  for  its  particular  work  ;  declaring 
that  each  detachment  was  the  garrison  of  its 
own  fort  or  block-house,  bound  to  finish  it,  and 
to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  Fort  Moreau 
was  placed  in  command  of  Colonel  Melancthon 
Smith.  Lieutenant-C(doncl  Storrs  was  intrust- 
ed with  the  command  of  Fort  Brown  ;  and  Ma- 
jor \'inson  was  made  the  leader  at  Fort  Scott, 
Captain  Smith  of  the  Kifles,  with  a  part  of  his 
company  and  some  convalescents,  occupied  the 
block-house  near  the  ravine  ;  and  Lieutenant 
Fowler,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery,  held  tlie 
one  on  the  Point.  The  light  artillery,  under. 
Captain  Leonard,  were  directed  to  annoy  the 
enemy  whenever  and  wherever  an  opportuni- 
ty should  offer.  The  main  body  of  Macomb's 
army  lay  within  the  triangular  i)ortion  of  the 
peninsula  formed  by  the  river,  the  ravine,  and 
the  lake. 

When  the  British  advanced  to  Chazy  Ma- 
comb did  not  simply  await  an  attack,  but  sent 
out  troops  to  confront  them.  One  ])arty  was 
stationed  at  Dead  Creek  liridge,  on  the  lake  road, 
to  watch  and  annoy  the  enemy,  and  obstruct  his 
march  by  felling  trees.  General  Mooers,  with 
seven  hundred  militia,  was  sent  four  miles  north- 
ward on  the  Beekmantown  or  interior  rond,  on 
the  evening  of  the  4th,  on  an  errand  similar 
to  that  intrusted  to  the  occupants  of  Dead 
Creek  Bridge.  On  the  morning  of  the  ."ith  he 
went  still  further  northward,  and  that  niglit  biv- 
ouacked near  the  Stone  Church  in  Beekman- 
town. Early  the  next  morning  Major  John  K. 
Wool,  ever  ready  for  a  daring  enterprise,  volun- 
teered to  lead  some  regulars  to  the  support  of 


the  militia  and  oppose  the  advance  of  the  foe, 
which,  it  was  ascertained,  would  commence  at 
early  dawn.  lie  moved  from  Plattsburg  at  about 
the  time  wjien  tlic  British  broke  cam])  at  Samp- 
son's, and  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
regulars  and  about  thirty  volunteers  he  hastened 
toward  the  front  with  orders  to  set  the  militia  n 
good  example.  This  was  done.  He  reacheu 
Beekmantown  before  the  enemy  appeared,  and 
took  ])Osition  near  the  house  of  Ira  Howe.  There 
the  first  collision  took  place,  the  initial  skirmish 
of  the  battle  of  Plattsbin-g.  The  enemy  in  full 
force  was  there  met  and  checked  by  Wool's  lit- 
tle band ;  while  the  militia,  alarmed  by  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  British  and  the 
rattle  of  musketry,  broke  and  ficd  toward  Platts- 
burg. Wool  fell  slowly  back  toward  Culver's 
Hill,  disputing  the  invaders'  march  inch  by  inch, 
and  there  made  a  stand.  Some  of  the  militia 
had  been  rallied.  Steadily  the  I'ritisli  host,  fill- 
ing the  entire  road,  moved  sullenly  up  the  north- 
ern slope  of  Culver's  Hill.  Their  advance  was 
driven  back  uj)on  the  main  l)ody  by  a  furious 
attack  by  Wool  ;  and  tluir  leader,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Willington  of  the  Third  Bcgiment  of 
Buffs,  with  an  Ensign  of  the  same  regiment, 
was  killed.  Other  oflicers  were  severely  wound- 
ed. The  fight  was  sharp  but  short.  Wool 
could  not  long  withstand  the  heavy  pressure  of 
the  great  column  of  the  foe.  He  also  perceived 
a  Hank  movement  on  tlieir  part,  and  he  fell  baek 
to  Ilalsey's  Corners,  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  Plattsburg.  There  he  was  joined,  at  eight 
o'clock,  by  Captain  Leonard  with  two  pieces  of 
artillery.  These  were  immediately  placed  in 
battery  at  an  angle  in  the  road,  and  worked  by 
Wool's  infantry  and  some  militia.  As  the  ene- 
my came  on  in  heavy  mass  Leonard  opened  fire, 
an<l   his  balls   cut    fearful  lanes  through   their 
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ranks.  Three  times  that  battery  hurled  its 
deadly  missiles  throuj^h  their  lines,  yet  it  did 
not  check  their  march.  The  buj2;les  sounded  a 
charpe.  The  men  cast  away  tiieir  knapsacks 
and  rushed  forward  at  double-quick.  Leonard 
was  compelled  to  fly,  carrying'  his  guns  with 
him  ;  and  he  and  Wool  and  Moocr's  militia 
made  a  safe  retreat  across  the  Saranac.  At  tiie 
same  time  the  iini)eriled  detachment  at  Dead 
Creek  Bridge  made  its  way  along  the  shores  of 
Cumberland  Bay,  and  crossed  the  Lower  Bridge 
before  the  IJritish  advance  reached  the  village. 
In  the  atfair  at  Ilalsey's  Corners  several  British 
oflScers  were  killed  or  wounded.  Among  them 
was  Lieutenant  Kingsbury,  of  the  Buffs,  who  re- 
ceived a  mortal  hurt,  and  was  taken  to  the  res- 
idence of  the  now  venerable  Isaac  C.  Piatt, 
where  he  died.  The  British  made  that  house 
a  sort  of  hospital  while  they  remained. 

When  all  had  safely  crossed  the  Lower  Bridge 
its  planks  were  torn  up  and  formed  into  a  breast- 
work near  the  stone  mill,  close  by  Avhich,  on  a 
rise  of  ground,  Leonard  planted  his  field-pieces 
to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Saranac  by  the  foe. 
Mooers  and  his  militia  had  fled  across  the  Up- 
per Bridge  and  destroyed  that  in  the  same  way. 

When  the  British  reached  Plattsburg  and 
found  themselves  checked  by  the  destruction  of 
the  bridges,  they  prepared  to  encamp  and  make 
ample  preparations  to  force  a  passage  across  the 
fords.  They  took  position  in  some  store-houses 
near  the  river,  but  were  soon  driven  out  by  fire, 
communicated  to  the  buildings  by  hot  shot  hurl- 
ed upon  them  by  Captain  Brooks.  Their  light 
troops  endeavored  to  ford  the  stream,  but  were 
always  repulsed.  A  company  of  young  men, 
known  as  Aiken's  Volunteers,  of  Plattsburg, 
stationed  in  the  stone  mill,  did  excellent  service 
in  that  citadel  near  the  broken  bridge.  They  had 
been  out  on  the  Beekmantown  road  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  had  smelt  powder  sufficiently  to  give 
them  a  taste  for  adventure. 

While  the  British  were  endeavoring  to  pass 
the  Saranac  at  the  village,  a  strong  party  of 
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them  had  pursued  Mooers,  and  were  endeavor- 
ing to  cross  the  stream  near  the  Upper  Bridge. 
Mooers  and  his  men  made  a  gallant  resistance, 
and  kept  them  at  bay.  Finding  the  passage 
every  where  too  difficult,  Prevost  ordered  his 
anny  to  encamp  upon  an  elevated  ridge  about  a 
mile  back  from  the  river,  and  upon  the  high 
ground  north  of  the  village.  He  made  his  head- 
quarters at  Allen's  farm-house  on  the  ridge,  and 
issued  orders  for  vigorous  preparations  for  at- 
tack. Notwithstanding  he  was  at  the  head  of 
an  overwhelming  force  the  events  of  that  day, 
the  Cth  of  September,  convinced  the  Baronet 
that  the  task  before  him  was  not  a  light  one. 
He  had  lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  since  the 
dawn,  over  two  hundred  men,  while  the  loss  of 
the  Americans  was  only  forty-five. 

Prevost  employed  the  time  between  the  7th 
and  the  1 1th  in  bringing  up  his  battery  trains  and 
supplies,  and  in  erecting  several  works  that  might 
command  the  river,  the  bay,  and  the  American 
forts  and  block-houses  on  the  Peninsula.  The 
Americans  in  the  mean  time  were  not  idle.  They 
worked  without  ceasing  in  strengthening  their  de- 
fenses. They  removed  their  sick  and  wounded 
to  Crab  Island,  two  miles  distant,  in  the  lake, 
and  there  erected  a  two-gun  battery  (6-pound- 
ers)  and  manned  it  with  convalescents. 

While  these  ])reparations  were  under  way  on 
land  the  belligerents  were  making  ready  for  a 
combat  on  the  water.  A  greater  portion  of  the 
British  flotilla  under  Captain  Pring  had  ad- 
vanced, as  we  have  observed,  to  Isle  la  Motte, 
w^here  they  were  joined  by  the  remainder  of  the 
squadron  and  Captain  George  Downie,  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  who  assumed  chief  command. 
Macdonough  at  the  same  time  had  the  Amer- 
ican squadron  at  anchor  in  Cumberland  or 
Plattsburg  Bay,  and  calmly  awaited  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy. 

For  almost  five  days  the  seamen  waited  for  a 
general  movement  of  the  landsmen,  which  it  was 
at  first  agreed  should  be  a  signal,  on  the  part  of 
the  British,  fo\*  the  weighing  of  anchors  and  pre- 
paring ships  for  action. 
During-  that  time  no 
military  operations  of 
great  im]>ortance  oc- 
curred. There  were 
some  minor  move- 
ments, however,  which 
are  worthy  of  notice. 
One  of  these,  on  the 
jiart  of  the  Americans, 
was  a  bold  one.  On 
the  night  of  the  9th 
there  was  tempestuous 
weather  —  lightning, 
rain,  wind,  and  intense 
darkness.  The  Brit- 
ish had  been  seen  at 
sunset  busily  engaged 
in  the  erection  of  a 
rocket  battery  oppo- 
site Fort  Brown.  Cap- 
tain   ^I'Glassin,    who 
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was  described  to  me  by  one  who  knew  him  as  a 
"little  beardless  Scotchman,"  anxious  to  dis- 
tinguish himself,  asked  General  Macomb  to  al- 
low him  to  lead  fifty  men  that  night  to  an  at- 
tack on  the  builders.  Macomb  complied,  and 
M'Glassin,  who  had  arisen  from  a  sick  bed, 
sallied  out  in  the  gloom  with  his  picked  men, 
from  whose  gun-locks  he  had  removed  the  flints, 
crossed  the  Saranac,  about  half-way  between 
Eort  Brown  and  the  Upper  Bridge,  and,  unob- 
served, reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the 
new  battery  was  rising.  There  he  divided  his 
men  into  two  parties.  One  went  to  the  rear  of 
the  battery  by  a  circuitous  route,  and,  when  all 
was  ready,  M'Glassin  shouted,  "Charge!  men, 
charge!  upon  the  front  and  rear!"  His  men 
rushed  forward  with  frightful  yells.  The  Brit- 
ish, believing  overwhelming  numbers  were  upon 
them,  fled  precipitately  to  their  main  body.  The 
work  was  taken,  the  guns  were  spiked,  and 
M'Glassin  returned  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
man.  Over  three  hundred  veteran  troops  had 
been  surprised  and  frightened  into  a  flight  by 
only  fifty  men ;  and  Sir  George  Prevost  was 
much  mortified. 

The  morning  of  the  11th  dawned  brightly, 
and  at  an  early  hour  in  the  forenoon  the  Brit- 
ish land  and  naval  forces  were  in  motion  for  a 
combined  attack  on  the  American.  Prevost 
had  arranged  the  movement  with  Downie.  It 
was  agreed  that  when  the  British  squadron 
should  be  seen  approaching  Cumberland  Head 
the  advance  of  the  army  under  Major-General 
Eobinson  should  press  forward,  force  the  fords 
of  the  Saranac,  climb  the  steep  banks,  and  with 
ladders  escalade  the  American  works  on  the 
peninsula,  while  the  several  batteries  around 
Plattsburg  village  should  open  a  brisk  fire. 

Between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  the  squadron 
was  seen  advancing,  and  at  eight  it  rounded 
Cumberland  Head.  It  consisted  of  the  Covfi- 
ancCy  38  j[Downie's  flag-ship),  the  brig  Linnet,  16, 


Captain  Pring;  the  sloops  Chub,  11,  Lieutenant 
M'Ghee,  and  Finch,  11,  Lieutenant  Hicks.  The 
last  two  were  the  Eagle  and  Growler,  captured 
from  the  Americans  the  year  before.  There 
were  also  twelve  gun -boats  manned  by  about 
forty-five  men  each.  Eight  of  them  carried  two 
guns,  and  four  of  them  one  gun  each. 

At  that  moment  Macdonough's  squadron  lay 
in  Plattsburg  Bay  on  a  line  north  from  Crab 
Island,  and  almost  parallel  with  the  shore,  at  an 
average  distance  of  two  miles  from  it.  On  the 
extreme  left,  and  at  the  head  of  the  line,  were 
two  galleys  at  anchor,  and  next  to  them  lay  the 
brig  Eagle,  26,  Captain  Henly,  just  within  the 
point  of  Cumberland  Head.  Next  south  of  her 
was  the  Saratoga,  26,  Macdonough's  flag-ship ; 
and  the  next  in  line  was  the  schooner  Ticon- 
dcroga,  17,  Lieutenant  Cassin.  Next  southward 
in  the  line  lay  the  Preble,  Lieutenant  Charles 
Budd,  armed  with  seven  guns.  She  lay  so  near 
the  shoal  extending  from  Crab  Island  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  turn  that  end 
of  the  line.  In  the  rear  of  these  larger  vessels 
were  ten  gun-boats  or  galleys,  six  of  them  mount- 
ing one  long  24-pounder,  and  one  18-pound  Co- 
lumbiad  each  ;  and  the  other  four  carrying  each 
a  12-pounder.  These  were  so  arranged  as  to 
fill  up  the  openings  between  the  large  vessels  in 
the  line,  making  the  order  of  battle  in  two  lines 
about  forty  rods  apart.  The  larger  vessels  were 
at  anchor,  while  the  gun-boats  were  kept  in  po- 
sition by  the  use  of  oars.  The  force  of  the 
American  squadron  was  eighty-six  guns  and 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  men ;  and  that  of 
the  British  ninety-jive  guns,  and  a  little  more 
than  one  thousand  men. 

The  American  line  of  battle  had  been  formed 
with  great  skill  by  the  young  commander,  refer- 
ence being  had  to  the  conformation  of  the  land. 
It  extended  completely  across  the  entrance  to 
Plattsburg  Bay  from  Crab  Island  to  Cumber- 
land Head.     The  enemy,  rounding  the  Head, 
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was  compelled  to  approach  the  American  squad- 
ron with  his  bows  on,  giving  the  latter  a  great 
advantage  at  the  beginning.  In  this  approach 
the  little  Findi  led  tiie  van  and  made  direct- 
ly for  the  right  of  the  American  line  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Preble.  The  Cknb  at  the  same 
time  moved  toward  the  American  left  near 
Cumberland  Head,  keeping  well  to  the  wind- 
ward of  the  Eo/jle^  to  support  the  Linnet  in  a 
direct  attack  on  that  vessel ;  while  the  gun- 
boats coming  up  in  order,  their  commanders  re- 
ceived from  Commodore  Downie  final  instruc- 
tions for  action.  He  then  attempted  to  lay  the 
Conjiance  athwart  the  Saratoga,  while  the  Finch 
and  tiic  gun-boats  should  attack  the  Ticonderorja 
and  Preble.  Pic  was  baffled  by  shifting  winds, 
and  was  compelled  to  anchor  his  vessel  within 
two  cable's-length  of  his  antagonist. 

Macdonough  in  the  mean  time  had  thorough- 
ly prepared  to  receive  the  enemy.     When  his 
vessels  were  cleared  for  action,  springs  placed  in 
the  cables,   and  all  was  in  readiness,  he  knelt  i 
upon  the  deck  of  the  Saratof/a  near  one  of  its  ; 
heaviest  guns,  with  his  officers  and  men  around 
him,  and  in  few  words  asked  Almighty  God  for 
aid,  and  committed  the  issue  into  his  hands,  i 
He  arose  with  assured  courage ;  and  as  the  ene-  I 
my  came  bearing  down  upon  him  his  vessels 
sprang  their  broadsides  to  bear,  and  the  Ear/le  i 
opened  the  action  by  firing  the  first  shot.     This  i 
was  followed  by  the  fire  of  a  long  24-pounder  j 
from  the  Saratoga,  which  had  been  sighted  by 
Macdonough.     It  entered  the  hawse-hole  of  the 
Conjiance  and  went  crashing  through  every  ob-  i 
stacle  the  entire  length  of  her  deck,  killing  sev- 
eral men  on  its  way,  and  demolishing  the  wheel.  | 
The  Linnet,  as  she  was  passing  to  attack  the 
Eajle,  gave  the  Saratoga  a  broadside,  but  with- 
out serious  effect.     One  of  the  shots  demolished 
a  hen-coop,  in  which  a  game-cock  was  confined. 
The  released  and  startled  fowl  flew  upon  a  gun- 
slide,  and  clapping  his  wings  crowed  lustily  and 
defiantly.     The  sailors  cheered,  and  regarding 
it  as  a  good  omen,  felt  their  courage  strength- 
ened. 

The  Conjiance  made  no  reply  to  the  Saratoga's 
24-pounder  until  she  had  secured  a  desirable  po- 
sition, when  she  suddenly  became  a  sheet  of 
flame.  Her  entire  larboard  broadside  guns, 
consisting  of  sixteen  24:-pounders,  double-shot- 
ted, leveled  point-blank  range,  coolly  sighted 
and  favored  by  still  water,  were  discharged  at 
one  time  into  the  Saratoga.  The  effect  was 
terrible.  She  shivered  from  round-top  to  keel 
as  with  an  ague ;  and  forty  of  her  people — al- 
most one-fifth  of  her  complement — were  dis- 
abled. But  the  stunning  blow  was  felt  only  for 
a  moment.  Almost  immediately  Macdonough 
renewed  the  conflict,  and  the  fire  of  the  Saratoga 
was  steady  and  gallantly  conducted.  Her  first 
officer,  Lieutenant  Gamble,  was  killed ;  and 
fifteen  minutes  afterward  Commodore  Downie 
was  slain. 

The  battle  had  now  become  general,  steady, 
and  active  between  the  larger  vessels.  The 
Chub,  while  manojuvring  near  the  head  of  the 


j  American  line,  received  a  broadside  from  the 
!  gallant  Henly  of  the  Eagle,  which  so  crippled 
her  that  she  drifted  helplessly  ;  and  after  receiv- 
ing a  shot  from  the  Saratoga  struck  her  colors. 
I  She  was  towed  to  the  rear  and  anchored  at  the 
j  mouth  of  the  Saranac.     An  hour  later  the  Finch 
I  was  driven  from  her  position  by  the  Ticonderoga, 
\  commanded  ])y  the  intrepid  Cassin.      She  was 
badly  injured;  and  drifting  upon  the  Crab  Isl- 
and shoals  grounded  there,  when  the  invalid 
corps  on  the  island  brought  their  two  G-pound- 
ers  to  bear  upon  her  and  compelled  her  to  sur- 
render. 

The  British  gun-boats  now  entered  vigorous- 
ly into  the  fight  and  soon  compelled  Budd  of  the 
Preble  to  cut  his  cable  and  flee  to  a  safer  place 
nearer  the  shore,  Avhere  his  vessel  anchored,  and 
was  of  no  further  service  in  the  fight.  This 
success  emboldened  the  enemy,  and  the  galleys, 
now  fourteen  in  number,  made  a  bold  and  com- 
bined attack  upon  the  Ticonderoga.  Cassin 
walked  the  taffrail  in  a  storm  of  gi*ape  and  can- 
non-shot, watching  the  movements  of  the  as- 
sailants and  directing  effective  discharges  of 
musketry,  while  the  now  venerable  Admiral 
Paulding,  then  a  midshipman,  touched  off  the 
cannon  with  sparks  from  the  snappings  of  his 
pistol,  for  the  matches  had  become  useless. 
The  Ticonderoga  maintained  her  position  nobly, 
and  covered  the  extremity  of  the  line  to  the  last, 
winning  from  the  Commodore  and  all  beholders 
unqualified  praise  for  her  commander  and  people. 

While  the  fortunes  of  the  day  were  thus  fluc- 
tuating at  the  lower  end  of  the  line,  the  Ameri- 
cans were  suffering  at  the  other  extremity.  The 
Eagle  lost  the  springs  of  her  cable  and  became 
exposed  to  the  combined  fire  of  the  Linnet  and 
Conjiance.  Henly  at  once  dropped  her  between 
and  a  little  astern  of  the  Saratoga  and  Ticon- 
deroga, and,  anchoring  her  there,  opened  his 
larboard  guns  afresh  on  the  Conjiance  and  the 
British  galleys.  But  the  Saratoga  was  left  ex- 
posed to  the  whole  fire  of  the  Linnet,  which 
sprung  her  broadsides  in  such  manner  as  to 
rake  the  bows  of  her  antagonist. 

The  two  flag-ships  soon  became  disabled. 
The  Saratoga  had  not  a  single  serviceable  star- 
board gun  left,  and  was  silent.  The  Conjiance 
was  not  much  better  off.  Now  was  the  moment 
for  Macdonough  to  exhibit  his  splendid  seaman- 
ship. He  did  so  quickly  and  effectively.  With 
the  aid  of  Brum,  his  skillful  sailing-master,  he 
wound  the  ship  by  means  of  a  stream-anchor 
and  hawsers  so  that  he  brought  the  guns  of  his 
larboard-quarter  to  bear  on  the  Cotifiance,  which 
had  vainly  endeavored  to  imitate  the  movement. 
Under  the  direction  of  acting  Lieutenant  La 
Valiette  (now  Admiral  La  Vallette)  these  pour- 
ed such  a  destructive  fire  on  the  British  flag-ship 
that  she  soon  surrf>ndered.  The  Saratoga's  fire 
was  then  directed  upon  the  Linnet,  and  in  the 
course  of  fifteen  minutes  she,  too,  struck  her 
colors.  The  British  galleys,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  been  driven  off  by  the  Ticonderoga  half  a 
mile  in  the  rear  of  their  statelier  associates  and 
lay  scattered,  affording  them  feeble  aid.      See- 
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ini;  the  colors  of  the  larger  vessels  po  down,  they 
too  <lro)»i)(id  their  ensigns;  and  at  little  past 
noon,  not  one  of  the  sixteen  national  Hags  whicji 
were  so  ])roudly  floating  over  Hritisli  decks  in 
the  morning  might  he  seen.  Because  the  Amer- 
icans could  not  immediately  pursue,  the  galleys 
bent  their  sweeps,  Heil  down  the  Sorel,  and  es- 
caped. Thus  ended  the  Ilnttli'  of  /,itke  CIkvu- 
j>liiiit,  in  the  complete  discomfiture  of  the  in- 
vaders. 

For  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes  this  severe 
naval  hattle  raged,  while  the  thunders  of  can- 
non, the  hiss  of  rockets,  the  scream  of  lHjmh><, 
and  the  rattle  of  musketry  were  heard  on  the 
shore.  It  was  a  sul)limc  sight,  and  was  bchchl 
by  huMtlreds  of  spectators  on  the  head-lands  of 
the  Vermont  shore,  who  grci'ted  the  victory  with 
shouts.  It  was  a  battle  characterized  l)y  a  vigor 
and  dcstructiveness  not  e.xcelleil  by  any  during 
the  war — in(lee«l  seliloni  equaled  any  where  or 
at  any  time.  The  victory  for  the  Americans 
was  complete  and  substontial;  and  from  the 
S'tnttof/(i,  half  an  hour  after  the  Linnet  struck 
and  the  galleys  iK'd,  Macdonough  sent  the  fol- 
lowing disi)atch  ashore  in  a  gig,  to  l)e  fi^rwardcd 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

"Sir, — Tlio  Alinit;hty  hu.i  Ikm-ii  pli-a-Ji-d  to  gmnt  its  n 
flipiml  victory  <m  Luki!  ('Iiiiin|iliiiti,  in  the  cuptiin*  of  otif 
frigate,  onu  brig,  iiinl  two  xluons  <»f  war,  of  tin-  i-Ufiny." 

Two  days  afterward  he  sent  C'ommander  Cas- 
sin  to  Washington  with  the  flags  of  the  captured 
srpiadron,  and  a  more  detailed  yet  brief  account 
of  the  victory.  The  entire  loss  of  tiie  Ameri- 
cans was  one  hundred  and  ten,  of  whom  fifty- 
two  were  killed.  The  total  British  loss  was 
more  than  two  hundred. 

Macdonough  received  the  otliccrs  of  the  cap- 
tured vessels  with  great  courtesy  of  manner  and 
speech.  When  they  ottered  him  their  swords, 
he  instantly  replied,  *' Gentlemen,  your  gallant 
conduct  makes  you  worthy  to  wear  your  weap- 
ons. Keturn  them  to  their  scabbards.''  They 
did  so;  and  they  all  walked  the  deck  of  the  vic- 
torious Stiratoi/a — American  and  English  officers 
— more  in  the  ch;iraoter  of  frieiuis  than  of  ene- 
mies. Lieutenant  La  Vallette,  wl.o  had  taken 
formal  possession  of  the  Coujiance^  was  directed 
to  ])repare  the  prisoners  for  Crab  Island  ;  and 
before  sunset  all  was  (juiet  on  the  lake.  The 
British  vessels  were  afterward  taken  to  White- 
hall, at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  scuttled.  The 
Saratoga  shared  the  same  fi\te.  I  saw  her  re- 
mains there  as  late  as  the  siiinmer  of  18r)0. 

We  have  observed  that  while  the  roar  of  the 
battle-storm  was  heard  on  the  water  its  thun- 
ders were  bellowing  over  the  land.  According 
to  arrangement,  wiien  Prevost  saw,  over  Cum- 
berland Head,  the  pennants  of  the  British  squad- 
ron moving  to  the  attack  he  set  a  portion  of  the 
British  land-forces  in  motion,  under  General 
Rol)inson,  to  force  their  way  across  the  Saranac, 
at  the  site  of  the  two  bridges  and  a  ford  at  Pike's 
cantonment,  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
stream,  and  carry  the  American  works  by  storm. 
When  the  first  gun  was  fired  on  the  lake  the 
British  land  hatteries  were  opened ;  and  under 


cr)ver  of  the  shot  and  shell  which  they  hurled 
toward  the  American  works  the  three  assailing 
columns   moved.      At   the   Lower  Bridge   thev 
were  repulsed  by  the  guards,  block-houses,  and 
artiller>'  of  the  forts  served  by  Captains  Brooks, 
Hichards,  and  Smith,  and  Lieutenants  Mount- 
I  fort,   Smyth,   and   Cromwell.      At   the    Upper 
I  Briilgo  the  rillemen  and  piekcts  under  Caj»tain 
:  Grovesnor,  and  Lieutenants  Hamilton  ami  Kiley, 
\  aided  by  some  militia,  successfully  disputed  the 
|)assage.     At  the  UpjKjr  Eord  the  enemy  were  a 
I  little  more  successful.     There  the  Clinton  and 
Essex    militia,    under    Major-Gencral    Moocrs, 
and  Brigadier-General  Wriglit,  were  stationed. 
After  being  driven  back  several  times,  with  con- 
siderable loss,  .some   companies  of  the  British 
pushed  across  the  stream,   there   shallow   and 
rapid,   firing   briskly  by  platoons   as  they  ad- 
vanced, but  iloing  vcn»'  little  harm.     The  militia 
fell  back,  antl  were  soon  joined  by  a  large  de- 
taelmicnt  of  Vermont  Volunteers  and  a  jiarty 
of  artillery  witli  a  Hcld-piect'  uiuler  Lieutenant 
Sumter. 

The  Hying  conijanies  were  now  rallied  and 
drawn  up  in  battle-;irniy  to  meet  the  pursuing 
foe,  when  Mr.  Walworth  (late  Chancellor  of  the 
State  of  New  York),  Mo«>er's  Adjutant-General, 
came  dashing  u]»,  his  horse  flecked  with  foam, 
and  announced  the  joyful  intelligence  that  the 
British  licet  had  just  surrendered  I  These  glad 
tidings  were  greeted  with  three  hearty  cheers. 
At  the  same  moment  they  observed  their  pur- 
suers with  their  backs  turned,  making  their 
way  in  haste  toward  the  ford  of  the  Saranac. 
Sir  George  Prevost,  who  always  ])layed  the 
coward  when  near  danger,  according  to  British 
liistorians,  had  become  tcrril)ly  alarmed,  and  rc- 
calleil  these  vigorous*  and  only  successful  troops. 
He  had  experienced  the  "extreme  mortifica- 
tion," he  said,  **  to  hear  the  shout  of  victory 
from  the  American  works"  when  the  licet  sur- 
rendered on  the  lake.  They  had  been  loud  and 
mighty  cheers,  iterated  and  reiterated  by  corps 
after  coq)s,  as  the  eye  and  ear  canglit  knowledge 
of  the  victory :  and  Sir  George  wisely  saw,  as 
he  said,  that  ''further  prosecution  of  the  servic 
was  become  impracticable."  He  had  assumed 
the  i)osition  of  co-<:)])erator  with  the  fleet  rather 
than  j>rincipal,  leaving  to  Downie  the  brunt  of 
the  service,  but  ready  to  receive  and  wear  the 
garlands  of  honor  which  might  be  won.  Seeing 
the  British  fiags  humbled  on  all  the  ships,  and 
the  gun-boats  Hying,  he  resolved  to  fall  back  to- 
ward the  Canada  border,  and  halt  until  he  should 
ascertain  the  use  the  Americans  intended  to 
make  of  their  naval  ascendency  just  acquired  on 
Lake  Cliamplain.  It  was  a  wise  determination. 
Notwithstanding  his  number  was  overwhelming 
Prevost  was  really  in  peril.  He  might  have 
crushed  ]\Iacomb  and  captured  the  post,  but  it 
would  have  been  at  the  expense  of  many  lives 
without  obtaining  any  pemianent  advantage. 
The  British  had  lost  the  lake  absolutely,  and 
without  any  fair  promises  of  its  recoveiT ;  and 
the  militia  of  all  that  region  were  thoroughly 
aroused,  and  were  rapidly  assembling.     At  the 
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close  of  that  memorable  day,  no  less  than  twenty- 
five  hundred  Green  Mountain  Boys  (Vermont- 
ers)  were  on  the  Saranac  under  General  Strong. 
The  militia  of  Washington  and  Warren  counties 
were  also  streaming  toward  Plattsburg  at  the 
call  of  General  Mooers ;  and  reinforcements  of 
regulars  were  on  their  way.  Prevost's  army 
would  very  soon  have  been  equaled  in  numerical 
strength,  and  perhaps  surrounded  and  its  sup- 
plies from  Canada  cut  oif.  He  perceived  these 
dangers  when  the  naAy  was  lost ;  and  the  mo- 
ment the  forces  under  General  Robinson  re- 
turned to  camp  he  made  preparations  to  aban- 
don the  siege,  notwithstanding  General  Brisbane 
offered  to  cross  the  Saranac  in  force  and  carry 
the  American  works  by  storm  in  twenty  min- 
utes. 

The  fire  from  the  British  batteries  was  kept 
up  until  sunset,  and  Fort  Brown,  then  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  the  gallant 
Mountfort,  sent  back  responses  with  so  much 
spirit  and  accuracy,  that  the  British  believed 
and  reported  that  French  artillerists  were  em- 
ployed by  the  Americans.  When  night  fell 
Prevost  sent  all  his  artillery  and  baggage  for 
which  he  could  find  transportation  Canada- 
ward  ;  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  12th  the  entire  army  fled  with  a  precipita- 
tion that  indicated  a  panic.  It  was  caused 
by  a  report,  purposely  communicated  to  Pre- 
vost, that  Governor  Chittenden,  of  Vermont, 
was  approaching  with  ten  thousand  men. 
The  sick  and  wounded,  and  a  vast  amount  of 
munitions  of  war  were  left  behind  ;  and  they 
had  reached  Chazy,  eight  or  ten  miles  dis- 
tant, before  the  Americans  were  a])prised  of 
the  flight.  Light  troops,  volunteers,  and 
militia  started  in  pursuit,  but  heavy  rains 
conn])clled  them  to  relinquish  the  chase.  Pre- 
vost halted  at  Cliamplain,  and  on  the  24th 
left  the  territory  of  the  United  States  forever, 
and  retired  to  Montreal  with  the  main  army. 
He  had  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and 
deserters  not  much  less  than  two  thousand 
men,  according  to  careful  estimates  made  at 


the  time.     The  American  loss,  on  land,  was 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  victory  at  Plattsburg  on  the  11th  of 
September,  1814,  produced  a  thrill  of  intense 
joy  throughout  the  country  ;  and  spontaneous 
honors  were  every  where  awarded  to  the  prin- 
cipal actors  in  the  great  drama.  Bonfires 
and  illuminations  blazed  in  almost  every  city 
and  village  in  honor  of  the  event,  and  substan- 
tial testimonials  of  respect  were  given  to  the 
several  commanders.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States  voted  them  the  thanks  of  the 
nation,  and  ordered  a  gold  medal  to  be  given 
to  Macomb  and  Macdonough,  Henly  and  Cas- 
.-  sin. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  the  citizens  of 
Plattsburg  gave  Macdonough  a  public  dinner 
at  the  United  States  Hotel;  and  honorable 
burial  was  awarded  to  Commodore  Downie 
and  other  British  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  who  fell  there.  In  a  beautiful  cemetery, 
in  the  suburbs  of  Plattsburg,  the  remains  of 
these  men  were  interred,  and  an  engraved  slab 
of  marble  marks  each  grave.  A  pine-tree  was 
planted  on  each  side  of  Downie's  grave,  and  these 
grew  to  be  noble  specimens  of  their  species, 
when  one  decayed  and  disappeared.  The  vic- 
tory was  the  subject  for  many  a  ballad,  but  none 
was  so  popular  as  that  written  by  Michael  Haw- 
kins (afterward  a  grocer  in  Catharine  Street,  New 
York)  for  the  proprietor  of  the  Albany  Theatre, 
and  first  sung  there  before  Governor  Tompkins 
and  a  great  crowd,  in  the  character  of  a  negro 
sailor,  commencing: 

''Back  side  Albany  stan'  Lake  Champlain, 
Little  pond,  half  full  o'  water; 
Plat-te-burg  dar,  too,  close  'pon  de  main! 
Town  small — he  grow  bigger,  do',  herearter. 
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On  Lake  (Jhamplain  Uncle  Sam  sit  he  boat, 

An'  Massa  Mucdonough  aail  'em ; 
While  Giueral  Macomb,  make  Plat-te-burg  he  home, 

Wid  de  army,  wliose  courage  uebber  fail  'era." 

The  freedom  of  the  city  of  New  York  was 
given  to  Macomb  in  a  gold  box,  and  Vermont 
gave  him  a  fine  farm  on  Cumberland  Head. 
He  afterward  became  the  General-in-chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  on  the  death 
of  General  Brown ;  and  over  his  grave,  in  the 
Congressional  burial-ground  at  Washington, 
rests  a  beautiful  white  marble  monument  to  his 
memory. 

With  the  repulse  of  the  British  at  Plattsburg 
ended  the  most  important  military  operations  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  New  York.  Peace  came 
a  few  months  later.  That  repulse  was  almost 
simultaneous  with  the  defeat  of  the  British  at 
Fort  Erie,  their  expulsion  from  Baltimore,  and 
their  closing  military  operations  of  importance 
on  the  New  England  coast. 

New  England  experienced  very  little  actual 
war  within  its  borders ;  yet  it  felt  its  pressure 
heavy  in  the  paralysis  of  its  peculiar  industries, 
the  continual  drain  upon  its  wealth  of  men  and 
money,  and  the  wasting  excitements  caused  by 
constantly  impending  menaces  and  a  sense  of 
insecurity.  Erom  the  spring  of  1813  until  the 
close  of  the  war  British  squadrons  were  hov- 
ering along  its  coasts,  and,  in  connection  with 
the  embargo  acts,  were  double-barring  its  sea- 
ports against  commerce,  and  threatening  the  de- 
struction of  its  maritime  cities  and  villages. 

The  year  1814  was  a  specially  trying  one  for 
New  England.  Hitherto  the  more  northerly 
coasts  of  the  United  States  had  been  very  little 
molested  by  the  enemy,  for  Commodore  Har- 
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dy's  blockade  of  New  London  was  so  mild  that 
it  amounted  to  little  more  than  simple  incon- 
venience. Now  a  system  of  petty  and  dis- 
tressing invasions  commenced,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  more  serious  operations. 

The  invasions  be;];an  as  early  as  April,  1814, 
when  a  party  of  British  seamen  and  marines, 
from  the  blockading  squadron  oif  New  London, 
entered  the  Connecticut  River,  and  atPautopaug 
Point,  in  the  vicinity  of  Say  brook,  seven  miles 
from  the  Sound,  spiked  some  cannon  there,  and 
destroyed  property  valued  at  $1  GO, 000.  There 
was  also,  in  the  Sound,  at  that  time,  a  bold 
privateer  called  the  Liverpool  Packet,  which  had 
swept  or  frightened  nearly  all  the  coast  trade 
from  that  region.  Commodore  Lewis,  with  a 
flotilla  of  gun-boats,  made  after  her,  and  when 
he  arrived  at  Saybrook  he  found  no  less  than 
fifty  vessels  there  afraid  to  go  out  of  the  harbor 
because  of  the  corsair.  Lewis  drove  her  oflr" 
eastward,  convoyed  the  coasting-vessels  safely 
to  the  Thames,  and  boldly  attacked  the  Britisli 
blockading  squadron ;  but  the  appearance  of 
heavier  ships  compelled  him  to  withdraw  from 
the  contest. 

Early  in  June  the  enemy  commenced  depre- 
dations on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts.  The 
chief  vessels  engaged  in  the  business  were  the 
Svjterh  and  Ninirod,  stationed  a  long  time  in 
Buzzard's  Bay.  Wareham,  Scituate,  and  other 
places,  suffered  from  depredations  committed  by 
armed  men  from  these  vessels. 

On  the  IGth  of  June,  the  Bulwark,  74,  Cap- 
tain Milne,  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Saco 
River,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  armed  men 
went  ashore  in  boats,  and  destroyed  a  very  large 
amount  of  property  on  the  Neck,  belonging  to 
Captain  Thomas  Cutts.  At  about  the 
same  time  the  Nimrod  and  La  Llogue 
menaced  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  ; 
and  formidable  squadrons  were  kept 
off  New  York,  New  London,  and  Bos- 
ton. 

Finally  more  formidable  demonstra- 
tions were  made.  Eastport  and  Pas- 
samaquoddy  Bay,  and  Castine  and 
Penobscot  Bay,  fell  into  the  perma- 
nent possession  of  the  British ;  and 
Stonington  became  the  theatre  of  a 
most  distressing  bombardment.  All 
along  the  eastern  coast,  from  the  Con- 
necticut to  the  St.  Croix,  the  enemy 
carried  on  this  kind  of  warfare,  in  most 
cases  marauding  on  private  property 
in  a  manner  which  degraded  the  act- 
ors in  the  eyes  of  all  honorable  men 
to  the  level  of  mere  freebooters.  The 
more  respectable  portion  of  British 
writers  condemned  the  policy,  for  it 
was  damaging  to  the  British  interest. 
Hitherto  lukewarm  New  England  now 
became  intensely  heated  with  indigna- 
tion against  the  common  enemy,  and 
burned  with  a  war-fever,  which  made 
the  Peace  Party  in  that  region  exceed- 
ingly circumspect. 
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A  more  serious  invasion  of  the  New  England 
coast  occurred  early  in  July.  Sir  Thomas  M. 
Hardy  sailed  secretly  from  Halifax  on  the  5th 
Avith  a  considerable  force  for  land  and  sea  serv- 
ice. His  squadron  consisted  of  the  RamiUies, 
74,  the  sloop  Martin,  brig  Borer,  the  Breann, 
the  bomb-ship  Terror,  and  several  transports 
with  troops  under  Colonel  Thomas  Pilkington. 
The  squadron  entered  Passamaquoddy  Bay  on 
the  11th,  and  anchored  off  Fort  Sullivan  at  East- 
port,  commanded  by  Major  Perley  Putnam.  A 
jieremptory  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the 
post  was  at  first  refused,  but  the  alarmed  inhab- 
itants, who  were  unwilling  to  resist,  were  so 
importunate  for  submission,  that  the  fort  was 
given  up  on  condition  that  private  property 
should  be  protected.  A  large  force  then  land- 
ed, with  fifty  or  sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
took  formal  possession  of  the  fort,  town,  and 
all  the  islands  in  Passamaquoddy  Bay.  A 
jjroclamation  was  issued  declaring  that  British 
]iossession  would  be  permanent,  for  that  domain, 
of  right,  belonged  to  the  Crown  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  1783.  The  male  inhab- 
itants were  required  to  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  his  Majesty  or  leave  within  a  week. 
The  custom-house  was  opened  by  British  offi- 
cials, and  business  was  resumed.  The  invaders 
took  possession  of  all  the  public  property,  but 
failed  to  frighten  the  collector  of  the  port  into 
submission  to  their  commands  to  sign,  and  thus 
perfect  treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of  $9000. 

Having  established  British  authority  at  East- 
port,  and  left  eight  hundred  troops  to  maintain 
it,  Hardy  sailed  westward  with  his  squadron, 
spreading  alarm  along  the  coast.  Preparations 
for  his  reception  were  made  every  where.  Vigi- 
lant eyes  were  watching,  and  strong  arms  were 
waiting  for  the  appearance  of  the  foe  at  Port- 
land. The  energetic  General  Montgomery,  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  soon,  Avith  a  tithe  of  his 
brigade,  at  Portsmouth.  Fort  Pickering,  near 
Salem,  and  Fort  Sewall,  at  Marblehead,  were 
strengthened  and  garrisoned.  Fort  Warren  and 
Fort  Independence,  on  Castle  Island,  in  Boston 
harbor,  were  put  in  readiness  for  action,  and 
well-garrisoned  by  Massachusetts  militia;  and 
a  heavy  fort  was  speedily  commenced  on  Nod- 
dle's Island  (now  East  Boston),  on  Camp  Hill, 
on  the  crown  of  present  Webster  Street.  Op- 
ponents of  the  war,  like  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
were  active  in  forwarding  the  work ;  and  when 


it  was  completed  it  was  named  Fort  Strong,  in 
honor  of  the  Peace  Party  governor.  The  war 
was  at  their  doors,  and  it  would  have  been  mad- 
ness to  play  non-combatant  at  that  perilous 
hour.  But  Boston  was  spared  the  notoriety  of 
a  battle.  . 

Hardy  did  not  stop  until  he  rejoined  the 
blockading  squadron  off"  New  London.  He  was 
not  long  inactive.  He  was  charged  with  a  jjart 
of  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  terrible  order  of  Ad- 
miral Cochrane,  to  destroy  the  coast  toicns  and 
ravage  the  country ;  and  on  the  9th  of  August  he 
appeared  off"  the  borough  of  Stonington,  in  Con- 
necticut, for  that  purpose,  with  the  RamilUes, 
the  Pactolus,  44,  bomb-ship  Terror,  brig  Dis- 
patch, and  barges  and  launches.  He  anchored 
within  two  miles  of  the  narrow  peninsula  on 
which  Stonington  lies  at  four  o'clock  in  the  aft- 
ernoon, and  at  half  past  five  sent  a  flag  ashore 
Avith  the  following  message : 

"Not  wishing  to  destroy  the  unoffending  inhabitants 
residing  in  tlie  town  of  Stonington,  one  hour  is  gi'anted 
tliem  from  the  receipt  of  tills  to  remove  out  of  tlie  town." 

The  authorities  inquired  Avhether  any  ar- 
rangements might  be  made  to  spare  the  town, 
and  the  answer  Avas,  "I  am  instructed  to  de- 
stroy and  can  not  spare."  The  dismayed  in- 
habitants Avho*AA'ere  able  to  leave  immediately 
fled,  and  remoA^ed  as  many  A'aluable  articles  as 
possible.  The  few  militia  there,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Hough,  Avere  stationed  on  the  Point  to 
Avatch  the  movements  of  the  enemy ;  and  all 
Avaited  anxiously  for  the  threatened  assault. 
It  came  soon.  Toward  sunset  the  Terror  AA-as 
warped  up  near  the  tOAvn,  accompanied  by  barges 
and  launches,  Avith  carronades.  At  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening  she  commenced  throAving  shells 
from  tAvo  heaA'y  mortars,  and  the  smaller  vessels 
hurled  CongrcA'e  rockets.  This  assault,  grand 
and  terrible,  continued  until  midnight  Avithout 
serious  injury  to  the  toAvn. 

In  the  mean  time  an  express  had  been  sent 
to  General  Gushing  at  Ncav  London,  the  United 
States  commander  of  the  District,  Avho  regarded 
this  demonstration  as  a  feint  to  cover  an  attack 
on  New  London,  and  an  attempt  to  seize  Deca- 
tur's A-essels  in  the  Thames.  In  connection 
with  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commander 
of  the  militia,  such  disposition  of  troops  AA-as 
speedily  made  as  Avould  foil  such  design  of  the 
enemy,  and  confine  his  operations  to  Stoning- 
ton. 
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During  the  bombardment  on  the  evening  of 
the  9th  some  bold  spirits  at  Stonington  took 
measures  for  opposing  the  landing  of  the  in- 
vaders. The  only  ordnance  in  the  place  con- 
sisted of  two  18,  one  G,  and  one  4  pound  can- 
non. They  dragged  the  G  and  one  18  pou!ider 
down  to  the  extreme  point  of  the  peninsula, 
cast  up  some  breast-works,  and  placed  them  in 
battery  there.  The  other  1 8-pounder  was  left 
in  a  slight  battery  on  the  southwest  point,  near 
where  the  present  breakwater  leaves  the  shore. 
By  the  streaming  light  of  the  rockets  they  watch- 
ed the  enemy,  reserving  their  fire  until  the  barges 
and  a  launch  came  in  a  line  near  the  southeast 
point  of  the  peninsula,  when  they  opened  fire, 
with  serious  effect.  The  guns,  loaded  with  sol- 
id balls,  were  double-shotted,  and  these  so  shat- 
tered the  enemy's  vessels  that  the  little  flotilla 
retreated  in  confusion  toward  the  larger  war- 
riors. From  midnight  until  dawn  quiet  pre- 
vailed, and  during  that  time  a  number  of  mili- 
tia and  volunteers  had  assembled  near  Stoning- 
ton. 

The  assault  Avas  resumed  at  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  by  the  rocketeers  of  the 
barges.  At  the  same  time  the  Pactohs  and 
Dispatch  worked  up  nearer  the  town.  The  for- 
mer grounded,  but  the  latter  beat  up,  while  the 
Terror  hurled  bombs  and  carcasses  industrious- 
ly. One  of  the  latter,  weighing  over  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  may  now  be  seen  on  a  granite  post 
in  Stonington.  So  terrible  was  the  bombard- 
ment that  the  militia  and  volunteers  dared  not 
enter  the  town.  At  length,  at  about  six  o'clock, 
some  bold  volunteers  came  over  from  Mystic, 
among  whom  was  the  now  venerable  Captain 
Jeremiah  Holmes,  Avho  had  been  a  prisoner  in 
a  British  ship-of-war  some  years  before,  and  had 
learned  the  art  of  gunnery.  He  and  his  com- 
panions made  their  way  to  the  battery  on  the 
point,  when  Holmes  took  charge  of  the  18- 
pounder  there.  At  that  moment  the  Dispatch 
was  making  her  last  tack  preparatory  to  anchor- 
ing. Holmes  sighted  the  gun  (which  was  dou- 
ble shotted),  and  at  a  favorable  moment  gave 
the  word  to  fire.  Both  shot  struck  the  hull  of 
the  brig,  when  she  cast  anchor  and  opened  a 
heavy  fire  with  24:-pound  shot.  The  Terror 
sent  shells  in  quick  succession,  while  Holmes 
and  his  companions  kept  the  old  iron  cannon 
busy. 

The  fight  was  now  fairly  opened,  and  it  con- 
tinued briskly  for  about  an  hour,  Avhen  Holmes's 
ammunition  gave  out.  He  ceased  firing  at  eight 
o'clock;  and  to  prevent  the  great  gun,  which 
they  could  not  take  away,  being  turned  upon 
the  town  by  the  enemy,  they  spiked  it. 

Stonington  was  now  wholly  defenseless  and 
at  the  mercy  of  the  invaders.  A  timid  citizen 
proposed  to  haul  down  the  flag  over  the  bat- 
tery, in  token  of  submission.  "No!"  shouted 
Holmes,  indignantly.  "That  flag  shall  never 
come  down  while  I  am  alive ! "  And  it  didn't, 
in  submission  to  the  foe.  -And  when  the  wind 
died  away,  and  it  hung  drooping  by  the  side  of 
the  staff',  the  brave  Captain  held  out  the  flag  on 


the  point  of  a  bayonet  that  the  British  might 
see  it.  While  in  that  position  several  shots 
passe  1  through  it.  He  then  caused  it  to  be 
nailed  to  the  staflT,  and  it  became  completely 
riddled  by  British  balls.  I  saw  it  in  Stoning- 
ton in  the  autumn  of  1860,  where  it  is  preserved 
as  a  precious  memento  of  the  event. 
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The  old  cannon  was  not  long  silent.  Some 
concealed  powder,  taken  from  the  captured  pri- 
vateer llalica,  was  soon  discovered,  and  at  a  lit- 
tle i)ast  nine  o'clock  Holmes  resumed  his  firing, 
a  blacksmith  named  Cobb  having  drawn  the 
spike.  It  was  double-shotted  each  time ;  and 
so  telling  were  its  missiles  that  by  noon  the 
Dispatch  was  so  much  injured  that  she  slipped 
her  cable  and  hauled  oft'  to  a  place  of  safety. 
The  Terror  kept  throwing  shells  until  night, 
but  she  Avas  out  of  reach  of  the  little  battery. 

During  the  day  a  considerable  number  of  mi- 
litia had  assembled  at  Stonington,  and  General 
Isham  took  command.  Order  AA'as  soon  re- 
stored, and  some  of  the  inhabitants,  somewhat 
reassured,  returned  to  their  homes.  A  dispatch 
had  been  sent  to  Hardy  by  the  magistrates  to 
secure  a  cessation  of  further  hostilities.  They 
assured  him  that  all  offensive  inhabitants  had 
left  the  village,  and  that  no  torpedoes  had  cA-er 
been  sent  out  from  there,  and  none  should  be. 
Hardy  agreed  to  suspend  hostilities  oh  condi- 
tion that  they  should  send  to  his  ship  the  Avife 
of  James  StCAvart  late  British  consul,  Avho  Avas 
then  in  Ncav  London.  To  this  extraordinary 
demand  they  replied  that  they  had  no  poAver  to 
do  so,  Avhen  Hardy  threatened  to  resume  the 
assault  if  she  was  not  delivered  on  board  his 
flag-ship  by  noon  on  the  11th.  He  Avaited  lon- 
ger than  noon,  but  in  A^ain  ;  and  at  three  o'clock 
the  Terror  commenced  throAving  shells  into  the 
village.  A  suflficient  military  force  Avas  there 
to  prcA^ent  the  landing  of  the  enemy. 

AH  was  silent  on  the  water  during  the  night 
of  the  11th.  It  Avas  broken  at  sunrise,  Avhen 
the  Terror  again  opened  her  mortars,  and  the 
Ramillies  and  Pactohs  Avarped  up  nearer  the 
toAvn.  At  eight  o'clock  they  gave  three  tre- 
mendous broadsides.  They  proved  to  be  a  pet- 
ulant parting  salute ;  for  soon  afterward  all  the 
vessels  AvithdreAv,  and  anchored  far  away  tOAvard 
Fisher's  Island. 
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Thus  ended  the  assault  on  Stonington.  Only 
one  man  was  mortally  wounded  during  the  whole 
time,  and  five  or  six  others  slightly  so.  The 
martyr  was  Frederick  Denison,  a  brave  young 
man  of  nineteen.  His  gallantry  was  most  con- 
spicuous ;  and  in  commemoration  of  it  the  State 
of  Connecticut  erected  a  handsome  marble  mon- 
ument over  his  grave  in  the  cemetery  at  Mystic 
in  1856.  About  forty  buildings  were  more  or 
less  injured,  and  two  or  three  nearly  ruined. 
Cobb's  House,  on  Water  Street,  is  yet  standing, 
and  exhibits  many  scars  of  wounds  received  on 
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that  day.  The  bombardment  was  singularly 
harmless,  when  it  is  remembered  how  perfectly 
exposed  the  village  was,  and  that  fifty  tons  of 
metal  were  hurled  at  it  from  the  ships.  The  re- 
pulse was  hailed,  as  it  deserved  to  be,  as  a  glo- 
rious exhibition  of  pluck.  The  assailing  squad- 
ron had  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  while  the 
number  actually  engaged  in  driving  them  away 
did  not  exceed  twenty.  The  loss  to  the  British 
was  twenty  lives  and  fifty  wounded,  and  a  cost 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  gain  no- 
thing. The  impotence  of  the  attack  was  a  point 
for  many  a  squib  and  epigram ;  and  the  occa- 
sion gave  birth  to  one  of  the  most  popular  bal- 
lads of  the  time,  written  by  Philip  Freneau,  the 
bard  of  the  Revolution. 

Hardy's  easy  conquest  of  Eastport  encouraged 
a  more  extensive  invasion  in  that  quarter  on  the 
part  of  the  British.  They  resolved  to  seize  the 
whole  territory  in  Maine  between  the  Passama- 
quoddy  and  Penobscot.  For  that  purpose  an 
expedition,  consisting  of  the  Bulwark,  Dragon, 
and  Spencer,  74's;  the  frigates  Bacchante  and 


Tenedos ;  sloops-of-war  Sylph  and  Peruvian  ; 
and  schooner  Pictou,  with  ten  transports  and 
four  thousand  land-troops,  sailed  from  Halifax 
on  the  2Gth  of  August,  1814.  The  fleet  was 
commanded  by  Rear-Admiral  Edward  Grifiith, 
and  the  troops  by  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Co])e  Sherbrooke,  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  as- 
sisted by  General  Gerard  Goselin.  The  expe- 
dition entered  Penobscot  Bay  and  the  fine  har- 
bor of  Castine,  off  Bigaduce  Cape,  at  dawn  on  the 
1st  of  September,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nich- 
ols was  sent  in  a  schooner  to  demand  the  in- 
stant surrender  of  the  post,  then  held  by  Lieu- 
tenant Lewis  and  about  forty  regulars,  occupy- 
ing a  half-moon  battery  and  redoubt,  construct- 
ed by  the  Americans  in  1808.  Nichols  hei'alded 
his  demand  by  hurling  a  24-pound  shot  ashore. 
Lewis  perceived  that  resistance  would  be  mad- 
ness; so,  at  sunrise,  he  blew  up  the  redoubt, 
and,  with  his  two  little  cannon,  fled  over  the 
high  peninsula  to  its  neck,  and  escaped  up  the 
river  in  boats.  Colonel  Douglass  immediately 
landed  with  about  six  hundred  troops,  and  took 
possession  of  Castine,  and  with  it  the  control 
of  Penobscot  Bay. 

Sherbrooke  had  been  informed  that  the  cor- 
vette Joh7i  Adams,  commanded  by  Captain 
Charles  Morris,  had  struck  a  rock  in  entering 
Penobscot  Bay  in  thick  weather,  and  was  so 
badly  damaged  that  she  had  gone  up  the  river 
for  repairs.  He  now  learned  that  she  was  lying 
at  Crosby's  Wharf,  at  Hampden,  a  few  miles 
below  Bangor,  and  he  and  Grifiith  at  once  de- 
tached vessels  and  troops  to  go  up  and  capture 
or  destroy  her.  Captain  Robert  Barrie,  of  the 
Dragon,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  naval 
part  of  the  expedition,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry  John  of  the  land-force,  seven  hundred 
strong.  The  vessels  employed  were  the  Sylph 
and  Peruvian,  a  small  schooner  as  a  tender,  the 
brig  Harmony,  and  nine  launches.  The  expe- 
dition sailed  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on 
which  the  fleet  arrived  at  Castine.  They  went 
np  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of  Frankfort  that  even- 
ing, and  anchored  for  the  night  in  Marsh  Bay, 
an  expansion  of  the  Penobscot. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  fleet  an  express  was 
sent  to  Captain  Morris,  apprising  him  of  the 
fact.  He  immediately  sent  a  note  to  General 
Blake,  who  was  then  at  his  home  opposite  Ban- 
gor, eight  or  ten  miles  distant,  asking  him  to 
call  out  the  militia  of  his  brigade  to  meet  the 
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invaders. '^  Blake  immediately  rode  to  Bangor, 
issued  orders  for  the  assembling  of  the  militia, 
and  on  the  same  evening  went  down  to  Hamp- 
den to  confer  with  Morris.  He  found  that  vig- 
ilant officer  busily  engaged  in  preparations  for 
defense.  He  was  dismantling  his  wounded  ship, 
and  dragging  her  heavy  cannon  to  the  summit 
of  the  high  right  bank  of  the  Soadabscook,  fifty 
rods  from  Crosby's  wharf,  and  placing  them  in 
battery  there,  so  as  to  command  the  river  ap- 
proaches from  below. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  General  Blake  held 
a  consultation  with  Morris  and  citizens  of  Hamp- 
den and  Bangor  on  the  best  means  of  defense ; 
but  opinions  were  so  various  that  no  specific 
measures  were  adopted.  Morris  had  not  much 
confidence  in  the  militia,  and  declined  any  im- 
mediate co-operation  with  them.  He  advised 
meeting  the  foe  at  their  landing-place,  wherever 
it  might  be,  and  expressed  his  resolution  to  de- 
stroy the  Adams  should  the  militia  retreat. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  General  Goselin, 
with  six  hundred  men,  took  possession  of  Bel- 
fast without  resistance,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
river  expedition  sailed  northward  from  Marsh 
Bay.  They  reached  Bald  Hill  Cove,  below 
Hampden,  at  five  in  the  evening,  where  the 
troops  were  landed,  with  eighty  marines,  and 
bivouacked  during  the  night,  in  the  midst  of  a 
heavy  rain  storm.    A  detachment  had  been  land- 


ed at  Frankfort  in  the  morning,  and 
marched  up  the  western  side  of  the  Pe- 
nobscot. 

During  the  2d  about  six  hundred  raw 
militia  assembled  at  Hampden.  Not  one 
of  them  had  ever  been  in  actual  war  serv- 
ice, and  many  were  without  arms  and  am- 
munition. This  want  Morris  supplied  as 
far  as  possible.  Blake  posted  them  in  an 
admirable  position  on  the  crown  of  a  ridge 
between  the  upper  and  lower  village.  The 
artillery  company  of  his  brigade  were 
there,  with  two  brass  3-pounders  and  one 
iron  18  from  Morris's  ship.  Such  was 
Blake's  position  on  the  gloomy  morning 
of  the  3d. 

Morris  in  the  mean  time  had  planted 
a  battery  of  nine  short  18-pounders  from 
the  Adams  on  the  bank  above,  and  i)laced 
it  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Wadsworth, 
the  first  officer  of  the  Adams;  and  with  the 
remainder  of  his  guns,  two  hundred  sea- 
men and  marines,  and  twenty  invalids,  he  took 
position  on  Crosby's  wharf,  and  prepared  to  de- 
fend his  crippled  ship  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  whole  region  of  the  Penobscot  was  en- 
veloped in  a  dense  fog  on  the  morning  of  the  3d. 
The  British  at  Bald  Hill  Cove  had  been  joined 
by  the  detachment  from  below ;  and  at  five 
o'clock  all  were  in  motion  toward  Hampden. 
They  moved  cautiously  in  the  thick  mist,  and 
were  not  discovered  by  Blake's  scouts  until  they 
were  about  to  ascend  the  eminence  on  which  his 
forces  were  posted.  Information  was  imme- 
diately given  to  the  commander.  No  enemy 
could  be  seen,  for  the  fog  yet  lay  heavily  on  the 
earth.  Blake  pointed  his  cannon  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  approach,  and  blazed  away  with 
some  effect.  He  reserved  the  fire  of  his  mus- 
ketry until  the  enemy  should  be  near  enough  to 
be  hurt ;  but  the  waiting  was  an  ordeal  too  se- 
vere for  the  untried  militia.  When  the  foe 
rushed  forward  at  double-quick,  firing  volley  aft- 
er volley,  the  militia  fled,  leaving  Blake  and  his 
officers  alone.  This  fact  was  communicated  to 
Morris,  who  ordered  Wadsworth  to  spike  his 
cannon  and  retreat  over  the  only  bridge  that 
spanned  the  Soadabscook,  for  the  tide  was  rising, 
and  that  stream  would  soon  be  unfordable.  He 
then  fired  the  Adams,  spiked  the  guns  on  the 
wharf,  and  ordered  his  men  to  fly.  He  was  the 
last  man  to  leave,  and  his  way  to  the  bridge  by 
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that  time  was  cut  off  by 
the  foe.  He  plunged  into 
the  Soaclabscook,  and,  un- 
der a  sharp  fire  from  the 
British,  reached  the  oppo- 
site shore  in  safety,  and 
with  BLT,ke  and  their  fol- 
lowers fled  to  Bangor. — 
From  thence  Morris  soon 
afterward  made  his  way 
overland  to  Portland. 

About  five  hundred  Brit- 
ish troops   pushed  on  in 
pursuit   to   Bangor;    and 
the   little  squadron  went 
up  the  river  at  the  same 
time.     Colonel  John  met 
a  deputation  from  Bangor 
a  mile  from   the  village, 
with  a  message  from  the 
magistrates,  asking  terms 
for  capitulation.    Nothing 
was  promised  but  respect 
for  private  property.    The 
invaders  entered  the  town 
at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.    Commodore 
Barrie  made  professions  of  justice;  at  the  same 
time  he  gave  his  sailors  tacit  license  to  plunder. 
All  the  stores  on  the  western  side  of  the  Ken- 
duskeag  Creek  were  robbed.     The   enemy  re- 
mained there  about  thirty-one  hours,  quartered 
on  the  inhabitants,  whom  they  compelled  not 
only  to  surrender  up  all  arms  and  public  prop- 
erty— even  a  few  dollars  in  the  post-office — but 
made  them  report  themselves  prisoners  of  war 
for  parole.     General  Blake  was  among  those 
thus  paroled.      The  Selectmen    were  then  re- 
quired to  give  a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  $30,000, 
as  a  guaranty  for  the  delivery  of  certain  vessels 
to  the  British  authorities  at  Castine,  by  the  last 
of  October.     The  speedy  return  of  peace  can- 
celed this  bond. 

Having  despoiled  the  inhabitants  of  Bangor 
of  property  valued  at  $23,000,  the  British  re- 
turned to  Hampden,  where  Barrie,  who  was  an 
arrogant,  heartless  man,  allowed  the  sailors  and 
German  soldiers  to  commit  many  depredations. 
Private  houses  were  robbed,  and  the  Meeting- 
house was  broken  open,  its  Bibles  and  psalm- 


EEMAINS  OP  FORT  GEOKGK,  CASTING. 


his  outrageous  connivance  at  barbarian  atroci- 
ties. 

On  the  11th  of  September  Sherbrooke  and 
Griffith,  with  most  of  the  troops  and  a  greater 
part  of  the  fleet,  left  Penobscot  Bay,  and,  after 
capturing  Machias,  returned  to  Halifax.  Gen- 
eral Goselin,  a  gentleman  in  manners  and  a 
brave  soldier,  was  left  in  command  at  Castine. 
He  required  all  the  male  inhabitants  above  six- 
teen years  of  age,  residing  in  the  territory  ly- 
ing between  the  Penobscot  and  the  boundary- 
line  of  New  Brunswick,  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  or  an  oath  that  they 
would  peaceably  and  quietly  demean  and  con- 
duct themselves  while  inhabiting  and  resid- 
ing within  that  territory  ;  that  they  would  not 
carry  arms,  harbor  British  deserters,  nor  carry 
intelligence  to  the  King's  enemies,  etc.,  dur- 
ing the  current  war.  Goselin  caused  old  Fort 
George,  in  the  middle  of  the  peninsula  at  Cas- 
tine, to  be  repaired  and  strengthened,  barracks 
to  be  erected,  and  various  preparations  made  for 
the  permanent  occupation  of  the  place.  By  his 
kindness  and  justice  the  General  won  the  re- 
books  were  torn  up,  and  its  pulpit  and  pews  were  |  spect  of  the  inhabitants.    But  his  stay  was  short. 


demolished.  They  exacted  a  bond  from  the 
Selectmen  of  Hampden  for  $12,000,  for  the  se- 
curity of  vessels  there,  and  after  plundering  the 
inhabitants  of  property  to  the  amount  of  $44,000, 
the  invaders  went  down  the  river,  and  re- 
turned to  Castine.     Colonel  John  had  endeav- 


The  war  was  ended  a  few  months  after  the  cap- 
ture of  Castine  ;  and  on  the  2()th  of  April,  1815, 
the  British  evacuated  the  whole  country  west  of 
the  St.  Croix  and  Passamaquoddy  Bay.  Peace, 
joy,  tranquillity,  and  prosperity  came  with  the 
birds  and  blossoms ;  and  from  that  time  until  now 


ored  to  save  the  people  from  robbery,  and  Sher-  ;  no  foreign  enemy  has  ever  appeared  on  our  coast 
brookeand  Griffith  rebuked  the  brutal  Barrie  for  :  with  hostile  intentions,  and  probably  never  will. 
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COAL  AND  COAL-MINING. 

[The  following  paper  by  HE>fRY  D.  Rogers,  Professor  of 
Natural  History  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  furnishes 
facts  and  suggestions  worthy  of  consideration  in  America. 
— Ed.  Harper's  Mag.] 

FEW  questions  can  be  more  interesting  than 
that  of  the  duration  of  our  coal-fields,  on 
which  so  much  of  the  comfort  and  prosperity 
of  the  world  depends.  Befope,  however,  at- 
tempting to  consider  it,  it  is  necessaiy  to  fur- 
nish the  reader,  in  as  succinct  a  manner  as  pos- 
sible, with  some  well-ascertained  facts  regarding 
the  quantity  of  coal  laid  ly:)  in  store  in  the  great 
coal-fields  of  Europe  and  America. 
America. 
The  United  States,  with  its  vast  surface  of 
3,000,000  square  miles,  has  one  square  mile  of 
coal-field  to  every  15  square  miles  of  territory. 

Great  Britain  has  one  to  every  30  of  surface. 
Belgium  has  one  to  every  22?  of  surface. 
France  lias  one  to  every  200  miles  of  surface. 

To  approximate  more  nearly  to  any  correct 
estimates  of  the  relative  reserves  of  coal  in  the 
great  coal-fields  of  the  world,  we  must  compare 
the  cubic  quantities  they  contain,  deducing  these 
from  multiplying  their  respective  areas  in  square 
miles  by  their  respective  observed  or  assumed 
depths  of  available  coal.     Thus  calculated  : 

Belgium  (assuming  her  coal-fields  to  possess  the  high 
average  thickness  asserted,  of  GO  feet  of  coal)  contains 
about  30,000,000,000  tons. 

France  (with  the  same  thickness)  about  59,000,000,000. 

The  British  Islands  (adopting  35  feet  as  the  average 
thickness)  nearly  142,500,000,000.  According  to  Mr.  Hull's 
estimate  the  total  supply  is  79,843,000,000. 


Pi'nnRyhamn  (computing  her  average  of  workable  coal 
at  25  feet)  has  316,400,000,000. 

Whole  Appalachian  Coal-Field  (adopting  the  same  pro- 
portion), 1,387,500,OCO,000. 

Great  Middle  Coal-Fidd  of  the  United  States  in  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Western  Kentucky  (also  with  an  average  of 
25  feet  of  coal),  1,277,500,000,000. 

Great  Western  Coal-Field  in  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory,  and  Texas,  accepting 
10  feet  as  the  mean  thickness  of  the  coal,  739,'  00,000,000. 

All  tbe  productive  coal-fields  of  North  America,  about 
4,000,000,000,000. 

Areas  of  the  Coal-Fields.— North  America. 
United  States. 


Sq.  Miles 
5.%  COO 
51,100 


Lenp;th. 
875 
370 

550 

160 


Max.  bdth. 

ISO 

200 

200 

125 


Appalachian  Basin  .... 
IMiddle  Western  Basin . 
Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Ar-  r      -o  o-iq 

kansas  Basin )  ' 

Michigan 13,350 

Texas 3,000 

196,960 
Coal-Fields  of  the  several  States. 

Square  Miles. 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 100  ? 

Pennsylvania 12,656 

Ohio 7, 100 

Maiyland 550 

Virginia 15,900 

Kentucky 13,700 

Tennessee 3,700 

Alabama 6,130 

Georgia 170 

Indiana 6,700 

Illinois 40,000 

Michigan 13,350 

Iowa 24,000 

Missouri 2]  ,329 

Nebraska 3,712 

Kansas 11.830 

Arkansas 12,597 

Indian  Territory 10,395 

Texas 2,970 

Total  206,939 
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lirituh  J'roviiicet. 

Sqaate  Mile* 

Nf wf .uniJlMnd lOO  ? 

Cape  IJrt'ton 200 

Picton 350 

llumbcrland 200 

New  Hniii?'«*iok,  0(>S1»  (only  a  Hiiiall  part,  ap-  |  gog 

pureutly  about  i,  productive) ) 

Tose 

EtTBOrK. 

Square  Milea 

Pritain  40^0 

France 084 

ItelKiiini  510 

SmjuImikjIc  coal-field 9G0 

We.-t  phalia 380 

IV.hemia 400? 

Saxony 30 

Spain    200? 

Uusaia 100 

7504 

[The  apparent  di.«crepanpy  in  the  calculation  of  tiit;  i 
British  total  snp|)ly  of  coal  given  by  us  in  the  above  table, 
with  that  o!"  Mr.  K.  Hull,  derived  from  his  valuable  work 
on  the  Coal-Fields  of  (Jreat  Britain,  is  attributable  mainly 
to  the  circumstance,  that  our  estimate  relates  to  the  gross 
amount  of  coal  originally  iinder  the  surfaces  of  the  coal- 
fields, while  his  has  reference  to  the  net  quantities  now  re- 
maining and  procurable,  with  allowance  for  waste,  etc., 
iH;grcgated  together  from  his  special  data.] 

The  rc]Alive  .su})erjiciai  macjiu'tudcs  of  the  coal- 
fields of  tlie  countries  possessing  coal,  will  be 
clearly  recognized  if  we  compare  them  by  some 
simple  unit  of  measure.  Let  this  be  100  square 
miles.     In  this  case, 


Russia  will  be  represented  by 

Spain 

Anthracite  fields  of  Pennsylvania. . . 

Westplialia  and  Bohemia 

Belgium 

Fi  ance 

Rhenish  I'ru-^sia 

British  Provinces  of  North  America. 
Briti-^h  Islands 


1 

2 

4 

4 

5 

10 

10 

17 

40 

Europe 75 

Pennsylvania 126 

.Appalachian  coal-field 556 

Tiie  entire  coal-field  of  United  States 2000 

The  ratios  of  the  actual  quantities  of  coal  in 
these  coal-fields  are  approximately  as  follows: 

Let  the  total  store  of  coal  in  Belgium,  com- 
puted at  30,000,000,000  tons,  be  our  unit  of 
measure^  then — 

The  amount  of  coal  in  Belgium  being 1 

In  France  it  is  less  tiian 2 

In  the  British  I.-lands  it  is  le«s  than 4 

In  all  Kurope   8 J 

In  Pennsylvania  a  little  less  than 9 

In  the  Appalachijin  coal-field  about 38} 

In  the  (rreat  Middle  American  coal-field  about. .  35}^ 

In  the  Great  We^^tern  American  liasin  about. . . .  20} 
In  all  th»  coal-fields  of  North  America  about. . .  .111 

Upon  the  very  interesting  but  difficult  ques- 
tion of  the  probable  duration  of  the  coal  sujjply 
to  liritain  from  her  own  ap])arently  so  richly 
stocked  coal-fields,  very  little  need  here  be  said. 
The  subject  has  been  aptly  handled  by  Mr.  E. 
Hull  in  his  able  trcati.se  on  the  British  coal-fields, 
and  has  been  frankly  and  iiii))rcssively  discussed 
by  "^ir  William  Armstn)ng  in  his  late  inaugural 
address  to  the  British  Association.  Both  of 
ihc'so  most  competent  authorities  have  made  ob-  i 
vion.s  to  every  student  of  the  subject,  what  we 
ourselves  have  for  years  |)]ist  felt  convinced  of, 
and  have  repeatedly  jiubliely  maintained,  that 
the  toiril  Kiipjily  of  coal  beneath  the  soil  of  Great 
Britain,  nt  titr  jnesrnt  rate  of  <jr<ncllt  <frou$nmj}- 
tion,  must  become  entirely  Hpeut  or  exhausted 


at  the  lapse  of  200  or  300  years  from  this  time. 
It  demands  but  little  arithmetic,  if  we  accept 
the  unassailable  statistical  facts  already  made 
known,  to  show  that  such  a  result  is  inevitable. 
In  the  year  18r)r>  the  coal  produced  and  con- 
sumed from  the  British  collieries  was  reported 
at  about  04,333,333  tons  ;  in  ISo'J  it  amounted, 
we  are  told,  to  about  72,000,000  tons;  in  18G0 
to  a  little  more  than  80,000,000  tons;  and  in 
1861  to  upward  of  83,500,000  tons;*  and  now 
for  the  past  year,  1803,  just  closed,  the  rumor  i.s, 
that  it  will  not  fall  short  of  1)0,000,000  tons  at 
the  lowest  estimate. 

From  these  indisputable  statements  it  is  ap- 
parent that  while,  in  the  first  interval  of  four 
years  up  to  1859,  the  average  annual  ratio  of 
increase  in  the  coal  ])roduct  was  just  alx)ut 
2,000,000  tons,  this  ratio  has  since  materially 
augmented,  being  indeed,  between  1800  and 
1801,  at  the  least  3,500,000  tons.  In  other 
words,  we  can  not  doubt  from  all  tlie  data  at 
present  accessible,  that  the  amount  of  the  an- 
nual increase  in  this  first  half  of  the  present  de- 
cade is  not  less  than  3,000,000,  whereas  in  the 
second  half  of  the  previous  decade  it  did  not  on 
an  average  materially  exceed  2,000,000  tons. 
These  figures  teach  us  the  impressive  lesson  that 
the  ratio  of  the  augmentation  is  itself  augment- 
ing. But  Sir  "William  Armstrong  assures  us 
that  the  entire  quantity  of  available  coal  exist- 
ing in  these  islands,  calculated  to  amount  to 
about  80,000,000,000  tons,  will,  with  a  con- 
tinued yearly  increase  in  its  consumption  of 
2,750,000  tons,  only  last  212  years. t  Cordial- 
ly must  we  thank  him  for  enjoining  it  upon  the 
people  and  the  Government  to  look  to  it  that 
no  needless  and  unw'ise  wasting  of  a  source  of 
wealth,  and  power,  and  ha])piness,  so  precious, 
and  yet  so  far  from  inexhaustible,  should  be  im. 
prudently  permitted  to  continue. 

Another  very  vital  consideration,  involving 
man's  ability  to  penetrate  the  crust  of  the  earth 
to  the  great  dej)ths  to  which  the  observations 
and  calculations  of  miners  and  geologists  teach 
us  that  the  mineral  treasures,  the  coal-beds,  lay- 
ers of  iron-ore,  and  lodes  of  co])per,  etc.,  reach, 
is  that  of  the  globe's  undeviating,  inevitable  in- 
crease of  tcmj)crature  as  we  descend  into  its 
bowels  from  the  surface.  No  matter  what  the 
latitude,  or  climate,  or  elevation  above  the  sea- 
level  of  the  sj)Ot  ])enetrated  by  the  mine-shafr, 
the  rocky  crust  grows  warmer  at  the  swift  rate 
of  1°  of  Fahrenheit  on  an  average  for  each  CO 
feet  of  progress  downward.  With  this  incre- 
ment of  temperature,  the  natural  warmth  at  a 
dei)th  of  1800  feet  is  30°  higher  than  at  the  sur- 

•  See  a  pajier  road  before  the  Society  of  Arts  by  Robert 
Hunt,  F. R.S.,  Keei)er  of  Mining  Records,  (lovernmenf 
School  of  Mines.  Sir  William  Armstrong's  statement  at 
Newca.stlo  differs  somewhat  from  this,  in  that  ho  cite.i 
Mr.  Hunt's  statistics  as  showing  that,  ''at  the  end  of  1S61, 
the  iiuantity  of  coal  raised  In  the  I'nited  Kingdom  had 
reached  the  <'norm(>us  total  of  SG,(){)i),()n()  tons." 

t  Mr.  Hull,  in  hie  recent  article  in  the  "Quarterly  Jour- 
nal  of  Science,"  i.s  "inclined  to  place  the  possible  maxi- 
mum of  pi\)ductiuu  at  l(tO,()O0,()0i)  tons,"  nnd  thinks  tiia.. 
there  la  therefore  coal  enough  to  last  for  eight  centuries. 
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face,  or  rather  more  than  80°  of  Fahrenheit; 
that  is  to  say,  the  miner  is  called  on  to  exert  his 
best  muscular  force,  often  in  a  constrained  pos- 
ture and  debilitated  by  bad  air,  when  the  walls 
of  the  mine  and  the  atmosphere  around  him  are 
almost  as  hot  as  the  air  and  soil  at  the  equator 
in  the  shade. 

Besides  this  steady  rise  of  temperature  proper 
to  the  earth's  crust  itself,  there  is  an  additional 
augmentation  of  warmth  in  all  deep  mines,  pro- 
duced by  the  increased  density  of  the  air.  It 
appears  to  obey  a  constantly  augmenting  ratio 
with  increase  of  depth,  but  witiiin  all  ordinarily 
penetrated  depths  it  averages  about  1°  of  Fah- 
renheit for  every  300  feet  of  depth.  At  2000 
feet  it  amounts  to  0-5°,  and  at  4000  to  13-16°. 

Now  we  know  that  an  important  portion  of  the 
coal  in  our  deeper  coal-basins,  lies,  according  to 
the  estimates  I  have  quoted,  at  depths  approach- 
ing, and  even  far  exceeding,  4000  feet,  and  this 
is  equivalent  to  an  augmentation  of  the  warmth 
to  the  miner  of  some  5Gi°  of  the  thermometer 
due  to  depth,  and  more  than  13°  due  to  increase 
of  density  in  the  air;  that  is  to  say,  equivalent 
to  a  temperature  of  about  120°.  This  far  sur- 
passes that  of  any  climate  upon  the  eartb's  sur- 
face, and  is  altogether  too  hot  and  relaxing  for 
any  human  being  to  work  in. 

Here,  then,  we  encounter  a  formidable  im- 
pediment to  the  search  after  all  this  vast  stock 
of  deep-seated  mineral  wealth  ;  and  there  arises 
a  pressing  question,  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  every  individual  and  community  interested  in 
the  maintenance  of  cheapness  and  plenty  in  the 
two  great  essentials  to  our  social  welfare,  iron 
and  coal :  can  this  obstruction  to  deep  mining  be 
obviated  by  the  aid  of  human  ingenuity  ? 

Until  very  recent  days  neither  colliery  pro- 
prietors nor  mine  engineers  could  see  a  way  to 
the  solution  of  this  prodigious  difficulty;  but  an 
invention,  steadily  maturing  toward  practical 
success  for  several  years  past,  and  now  at  last 
working  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  who  have 
examined  its  construction  and  principles,  gives 
us  a  sanguine  promise,  indeed  a  confident  assur- 
ance, that  it  will  achieve  this  blessed  result, 
though  only  as  one  of  the  secondary  results  of 
itfe  wonderful  capacities.  I  allude  to  an  ingeni- 
ous invention  lately  completed  in  Yorkshire,  and 
now  being  introduced  elsewhere,  for  cutting  coal 
in  the  collieries  by  machinery. 

This  coal-cutting  machine  has  been  brought  to 
its  present  high  efficiency  at  the  West  Ardsley 
Colliery,  in  Yorkshire,  the  proprietors  of  which, 
William  Firth,  Esq.,  and  Company,  of  Leeds, 
are  likewise  the  owners,  part-patentees,  improv- 
ers, and  constructors  of  the  mechanism.  The 
patentees  are  Firth,  Donnisthorpe,  and  Co.  The 
engine  is  a  large  iron  cylinder,  with  a  piston 
and  piston-rod  working  to  and  fro  in  the  cylin- 
der, and  carrying  or  driving  a  massive  iron  or 
steel  pick,  which  cuts  the  coal,  working  long 
work  in  any  desired  direction,  and  at  a  very 
material  saving  in  waste  from  hewing  or  "  kirv- 
ing."  The  power  that  gives  the  reciprocating 
motion  to  the  piston  and  pick  is  highly  compress- 


ed ah;  condensed  by  the  steam-engine  stationed 
at  all  collieries  near  the  pit-mouth,  and  this  elas- 
tic air  is  conveyed  by  slender  pipes  down  the 
shaft  or  pit,  and  along  the  mine  to  the  places 
where  the  coal  is  to  be  disturbed  from  its  long 
repose,  and  cut  away  from  the  exposed  edge  or 
face  of  the  seam.  The  compressed  air  is  pum])- 
ed  by  the  steam-engine  into  a  receiver  at  the 
pit-head  during  its  otherwise  idle  hours,  or  by 
its  surplus  power  while  drawing  up  the  coal,  or 
pumping  out  the  water,  from  tiie  mine,  and  is 
condensed  to  a  tension  of  45  or  50  lbs.  to  the 
square  inch.  It  is  led  at  the  West  Ardsley  Com- 
pany's Colliery  from  the  receiver,  in  metal  pipes 
four  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  down  the 
shaft  80  fathoms  (or  480  feet)  deep,  and  thence 
in  pipes  of  a  less  diameter  to  the  workings, 
tubes  of  one  or  one  and  a  quarter  inch  calibre 
bringing  it  to  the  cylinder  of  the  machine.  This 
compressed  air,  when  set  free  at  each  alternating 
stroke  of  the  piston,  imparts  to  the  adjacent  por- 
tions of  the  mine  a  pure,  dry,  cool  atmosphere, 
from  a  well-known  law  of  all  airs  or  gases,  that 
when  compressed  they  develop  heat  of  tempera- 
ture, and  that  when  expanding  under  a  relaxa- 
tion of  pressure,  they  quickly  acquire  a  state  of 
comparative  coolness.  We  have  been  told,  in- 
deed, in  a  paper  descriptive  of  this  mechanical 
coal-cutter,  read  to  the  British  Association  at 
its  late  meeting  at  Newcastle,  that  the  air  is- 
sues at  a  temperature  very  little  below  the  freez- 
ing-point. 

The  machine  is  supported  by  a  cast  metal 
frame  of  great  solidity  and  firmness,  and  is  of  a 
size  and  weight  proportioned  to  the  thickness 
and  hardness  of  the  bed  of  coal  to  be  cut.  It  is 
constructed  so  as  to  give  the  blow  of  the  pick  or 
cutter,  either  by  the  /m/l  or  the  jmsh  of  the  pis- 
ton. 

The  form  of  engine  hitherto  found  to  unite 
the  greatest  degree  of  convenience  with  efficiency 
in  practice  is  that  known  as  of  the  "oscillating 
cylinder"  principle.  It  has  the  merit  of  com- 
bining compactness  of  shaj)e  with  a  very  small 
amount  of  friction  in  the  working  parts.  The 
whole  structure  rests  upon  wheels  with  flanges, 
which  are  sometimes  single  sometimes  double  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  work  demand.  It  is  pro- 
pelled forward  or  backward,  as  required,  by  a 
wheel  and  screw,  on  a  ratchet  and  pinion,  at- 
tached to  one  side  of  the  engine.  On  the  op- 
posite side  is  a  valve-screw,  for  regulating  by 
the  hand  the  admission  and  escape  of  the  air 
and  the  stroke  of  the  piston.  The  machine  is 
also,  in  some  specimens,  made  self-acting,  much 
after  the  fashion  of  the  steam-hammer.  When 
working,  the  man  seated  upon  the  little  stool  in 
the  rear  of  it  moves  the  ratchet  screw  connected 
with  the  gearing  of  the  under-carriage,  and 
thereby  ])ropels  the  whole  machine  along  the 
little  railway  or  train  laid  parallel  to  the  front 
of  the  coal-seam,  a  small  distance  equal  to  the 
longitudinal  nip  or  bite  of  the  })ick,  and  at  each 
swiftly-repeated  blow  this  encroachment,  of  an 
inch  or  so,  is  renewed  to  the  end  of  the  "  benk'' 
or  working  face.     In  seams  of  coal  of  a  thick- 
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ness  not  less  than  three  feet,  the  driver  or  miner 
sits  on  a  seat  slid  into  the  end  of  the  machine, 
but  in  thinner  coal-beds  he  must  rest  kneeling 
on  a  truck  running  on  low  pulleys  or  rollers, 
and  traveling  in  the  rear  of  the  cutting-ma- 
chine. 

The  tram-road,  carrying  the  coal-cutter,  is 
made  of  T  rails  fastened  upon  cross  sleepers. 
This  railway  is  of  a  gauge  which  also  suits  the 
wagons  in  which  the  detached  coal  is  carried 
away  from  the  "benks"  or  faces,  where  it  has 
been  mined  ;  and  when  all  the  fragmentary  coal 
is  cleared  away,  the  little  railway,  easily  taken 
apart  and  reunited,  is  transplanted  closer  up  to 
the  face  of  the  coal-seam,  and  the  process  of  cut- 
ting by  the  engine  is  resumed. 

There  are  several  distinct  methods  or  plans 
of  working  or  mining  the  coal-seams  in  our  col- 
lieries. That  which  is  best  adapted  for  the  full 
efficiency  of  the  coal-cutting  engine  is  what  is 
technically  called  "long  work,"  or  some  modi- 
fied form  of  this. 

Messrs.  Firth,  Donnisthorpe,  &  Co.  much  pre- 
fer this  long-wall  mode  of  mining  wherever  they 
employ  their  apparatus ;  and  we  conceive  that 
every  judicious  miner  will  admit  that  where  the 
coal-bed  has  a  good  roof  no  other  ])lan  of  work- 
ing the  mine  can  afford  sucii  grand  facilities  for 
the  a])])lication  of  the  machine.  Its  inventors 
see  no  difficulty  in  adapting  it  to  other  common- 
ly practiced  modes  of  mining  coal. 

I  shall  not  be  doing  this  interesting  invention 
justice  if  I  do  not  advert,  more  explicitly  than  I 
have  yet  done,  to  the  important  assistance  it  is 


destined  to  furnish  to  the  ventilating  and  cool- 
ing of  all  deep  and  over  warm  collieries. 

An  approximately  correct  notion  of  its  efficacy 
as  an  aid  to  the  ventilation  of  the  working  local- 
ities in  a  coal-mine  may  be  gained  from  the 
facts  I  have  now  to  mention. 

One  machine,  working,  we  shall  say,  90  blows 
of  the  pick  per  minute,  discharges,  of  condensed 
air,  about  100  cubic  feet  per  minute,  which  im- 
mediately becomes  300  cubic  feet  of  cold  air  at 
the  normal  density.  Now  an  ordinary  roomy 
colliery  will  employ  at  least  five  of  these  ma- 
chines, a  number  productive  of  some  1500  cubic 
feet  of  cold  air  per  minute.  But  in  a  very  well 
ventilated  coal-mine  of  medium  capacity  the 
average  supply  of  good  air  to  each  working  face 
is,  or  should  be,  about  2000  or  2500  cubic  feet 
per  minute.  This  proves  that  each  machine  is 
competent  to  supply  from  12  to  15  per  cent,  of 
the  ventilation,  with  this  all-important  incident- 
al benefit,  that  whereas  the  indrawn  current  of 
air  acquires  in  its  progress  a  warmer  tempera- 
ture, and  grows  progressively  more  foul  and  un- 
wholesome, the  air,  let  off  by  the  machine,  ar- 
rives perfectly  fresh,  and  pure,  and  cool,  precise- 
ly at  the  localities  where  the  workmen  are  most 
in  need  of  such  an  atmosphere.  This  cooling 
and  purifying  of  the  air  at  the  precise  spots 
where  good  air  is  so  indispensable  magnifies 
this  secondary  function  of  the  machine  beyond 
the  mere  proportion  of  fresh  atmosphere  it  con- 
tributes to  the  general  ventilation.  Observa- 
tions and  calculations  from  careful  experiments 
indicate  tluit,  in  a   coal-mine  having  a  mean 
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temperature  of  say  70  degrees,  the  reduction  in 
the  warmth  of  the  general  mass  of  air  will 
amount  to  about  five  degrees,  but  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  miners  the  cooling  action  is 
obviously  much  more  than  this  difference. 

Another  incidental  advantage,  the  full  im- 
portance and  value  of  which  we  can  not  over- 
estimate, is  the  power  this  strong  jet  of  pure 
cold  air  must  exercise  to  dilute  and  chill  the 
"fire-damp,"  or  explosive  compound  of  the  na- 
tive coal-gas  and  the  atmospheric  air,  and  keep 
it  below  the  proportions  and  temperature  pro- 
motive of  mine  explosions.  The  inventors  are 
fully  aware  of  this  valuable  property  in  their 
machine,  and  arc  now  planning  a  method  of 
projecting  a  portion  at  least  of  the  ventilating 
puff  of  the  pure  cool  air  where  it  will  be  most 
efficient  in  counteracting  the  fire-damp.  The 
writer  of  this  has  seen  the  machine  in  operation, 
and  he  can  aver  that  he  was  never  in  a  colliery 
where  the  atmosphere  of  the  coal-seams  was  so 
pure,  so  cool,  and  so  wholesome  to  the  respira- 
tory organs  ;  and  he  asks,  could  a  more  ample, 
more  convenient  ventilation  of  the  parts  of  a 
mine  most  needing  it  be  asked  for  ? 

It  is  easy,  from  this  wonderful  attribute  of 
the  compressed  air  coalrcutting  apparatus,  to  see 
that  we  may  henceforth  dispel  all  our  long-es- 
tablished misgivings  as  to  the  capacity  of  the 
mining  art  to  perforate  the  earth's  crust  to  al- 
most any  depths,  to  which  we  may  inductively 
infer  that  the  treasures  of  the  deeper  coal-fields 
any  where  descend. 

In  a  coal-seam  three  feet  three  inches  thick, 
where  1800  tons  per  week  are  cut  and  withdrawn, 
there  is  a  saving  of  27  men  at  the  very  unwhole- 
some and  severe  toil  of  "pick  work."  This 
amounts,  we  are  informed,  in  the  West  Ardsley 
Colliery,  to  only  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number  employed  at  the  colliery,  for  all  the 
other  branches  remain  without  any  commensu- 
rate reduction  in  the  numbers  of  their  workmen. 
We  are  rejoiced  to  learn,  moreover,  that  this  is 
a  real  saving  of  the  men,  for  they  are  transferred 
from  a  very  severe  and  dangerous  form  of  toil  to 
more  inviting  kinds  of  labor;  transferred,  in 
fact,  from  the  business  of  a  collier  to  that  more 
thoughtful  and  freei'  one  of  a  mechanic.  And 
this  is  done  without  any  reduction  in  the  wages 
of  the  miners.  Every  friend  of  the  laboring 
classes,  every  well-wisher  to  human  progress, 
must  rejoice  at  the  contemplation  of  inventions 
such  as  this,  which  so  obviously  tend  to  abate 
the  hardships  of  the  muscular  human  machine, 
and  lift  him  to  the  higher  level  of  a  mind-em- 
ploying and  intelligent  mechanic. 

To  estimate  aright  the  full  value  of  any  in- 
vention like  this  for  facilitating  and  cheapening 
the  mining  of  our  "fossil  fuel,"  we  must  take 
into  view,  on  the  one  hand,  the  astonishing  amount 
of  wealth  which  this  product  represents,  and  the 
large  and  indispensable  part  it  plays  in  creating 
new  wealth  by  bringing  into  operation  a  multi- 
tude of  arts  and  industries,  which  but  for  it 
could  not  exist ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
many  benignant  uses  it  fulfills  in  promoting  hu- 


man health  and  domestic  comfort.  The  magni- 
tude of  our  coal  product  will  be  recognized,  and 
the  high  importance  of  economizing  the  getting 
it  be  duly  appreciated,  when  we  reflect  that  the 
past  year's  yield  of  the  British  coal-mines  has 
amounted  to  between  ninety  and  one  hundnd 
inillions  of  tons,  that  its  value  on  sale  as  lifted 
from  the  mines  can  not  fall  far  short  of  some 
£50,000,000,  and  that  the  coal-trade  employs,  it 
is  believed,  at  least  300,000  persons  in  working 
and  distributing  the  coal  alone. 

That  this  mechanical  invention  for  cutting 
the  coal  in  the  mine  will  prove  a  real  blessing  to 
the  miner  must  be  obvious  to  every  person  who 
considers  the  nature  of  one  of  the  chief  perils 
which  unceasingly  besets  the  miner  while  at  his 
task.  By  the  process  of  "  hand-kirving,"  or 
hewing  a  cleft  back  into  the  coal-seam  in  some 
soft  layer  of  the  bed,  the  miner  in  cutting  into 
it,  say  three  feet  in  depth  from  the  face,  must 
make  a  crevice  or  excavation  of  usually  from  10 
to  12  inches  in  width  at  the  front,  tapering  nar- 
row toward  the  back.  Now  one  of  the  com- 
monest and  least  avoidable  dangers  to  the  life 
and  limb  of  the  miner  thus  carving  into  a  coal- 
bed  with  his  pick,  and  crouching  under  the  face 
of  the  vast  block  of  coal  he  is  striving  to  detach, 
is  the  premature  and  sudden  dislodgment  of  this 
great  lump,  weighing  a  tonand  frequently  much 
more,  and  the  instantaneous  slipping  of  the  pon- 
derous mass  upon  him,  caused  by  the  sloping  of 
the  artificial  floor  he  has  been  making.  We  are 
informed,  in  fact,  that  as  high  a  proportion  as 
20  per  cent,  of  the  lives  lost  in  coal-mines  arises 
from  this  terrific  crashing  of  the  coal  upon  the 
helpless  workman  as  he  is  courageously  under- 
mining it. 

In  striking  contrast  with  this  source  of  dan- 
ger, attended  by  so  much  waste  of  precious  life, 
is  the  kirving  or  undercutting  accomplished  by 
the  machine.  Mr.  Samuel  Firth,  in  his  paper 
upon  it,  read  at  Newcastle  to  the  British  Asso- 
ciation, assures  us  that  the  West  Ardsley  Ma- 
chine, working  in  the  Hetton  Colliery  upon  a 
hard  seam,  did  the  "kirving"  three  feet  deep 
with  a  groove  of  only  three  inches  at  the  face 
and  two  inches  at  the  back,  giving  an  average 
cut  of  only  two  and  a  half  inches  high  ;  whereas 
the  aver(}(je  height  of  hand-kirving  in  the  same 
coal-seam  is  about  11  inches.  This  saving  of 
good  coal  from  destruction  is  equal,  he  tells  us, 
to  ninepence  per  ton  upon  the  whole  yield  of 
the  coal-seam.  In  the  West  Ardsley  seam  the 
saving  by  the  machine  process  of  cutting  amounts 
to  one  shilling  per  ton,  on  the  yield  of  the  coal- 
bed. 

To  get  a  just  notion  of  the  wonderful  strength, 
speed,  accuracy,  and  economy  with  which  this 
beautiful  piece  of  mechanism,  the  coal-cutter, 
does  its  task,  one  must  go  into  one  of  the  coll- 
ieries where  the  invention  is  used,  and  behold 
it,  as  the  writer  did,  performing  smoothly  and 
easily  its  regular  routine  work.  Sitting  near  it, 
watching  its  movements,  noting  the  deep  yet 
slender  groove  it  so  swiftly  cuts  in  the  solid  coal, 
and  timing  accurately  its  expert  and  quickly- 
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repented  strokes,  and  then  measuring  the  work 
done,  tlie  beholder's  snrj)risc  at  its  amazing  ef- 
ficiency increases  until  it  is  presently  lifted  to 
admiration  and  enthusiasm. 

A  purely  incidental  accomj)animent  of  the 
swift  hard  blows  given  respectively  by  the  hu- 
man machine  ami  the  iron  one  as  they  swing 
their  picks  into  the  coal,  betrays  in  a  curious 
manner  the  amazing  difference  in  the  energy  of 
tlieir  strokes.  At  each  blow  the  miner  delivers, 
he  suddenly,  as  so  many  workmen  do,  relaxes 
his  fully  inflated  lungs,  and  pants  loudly.  So 
likewise  the  machine,  but  at  every  stroke  it  gi^^es, 
the  condensed  air  of  three  atmospheres'  pressure 
escaping,  makes  a  noise  by  its  sudden  emission 
somewhat  of  the  tone  and  loudness  of  a  highly 
excited  bull-dog. 

The  machine,  when  we  inspected  it,  was  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  working  at  the  as- 
tonishing speed  of  120  strokes  per  minute,  or  at 
the  rate  of  two  a  second  ;  and  it  cut  a  remarka- 
bly regular  smooth  groove,  or  narrow  incision, 
always  twenty  inches  deep,  into  the  coal  seam, 
and  not  exceeding  two  inches,  or  two  and  a  half 
in  width,  throughout  the  entire  line  of  its  course 
along  the  face  of  the  coal.  By  a  second  traverse 
of  the  face  of  the  coal,  this  groove  is  deepened 
to  thirty  inches,  and  by  a  third  to  thirty-six 
inches,  or  one  yard.  The  miner,  or,  more 
strictly  s]!eaking  now,  the  engineer,  who  sits  on 
a  little  seat  attached  to  the  rear  of  the  machine, 
and  controls  its  progress  and  the  speed  of  its 
stroke,  is  able  by  this  mechanism  in  the  coll- 
iery I  visited  (the  West  Ardsley,  near  Leeds)  to 
"  kirvC;"  or  undercut  the  coal,  to  the  extent  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  yards  per  hour.  This  is  his 
regular  average  rate  of  work.  Now,  a  good  skill- 
ful miner,  employing  the  hand-pick,  "  kirves"  in 
such  a  seam  about  seven  and  a  half  yards  per 
day,  w'orking  eight  hours,  or  a  little  less  than 
one  yard  per  hour ;  so  that  the  machine,  in  the 
amount  of  cutting  it  can  efltect,  is  equal  to  at 
least  fifteen  or  twenty  able-bodied  men. 

But  this  greatly  increased  efficacy  or  quick- 
ness of  the  mining  process  is  only  one  of  the 
several  high  advantages  attending  this  invention. 
To  the  humane  beholder  it  is  still  more  impress- 
ive and  gratifying,  in  the  contrast  it  exhibits  be- 
tween the  safe  and  comfortable  state  and  action 
of  its  director  and  the  very  dangerous  position 
and  severe  toil  of  the  pickman  working  by  hand. 
Few  forms  of  manual  labor  surpass,  in  their  ar- 
duousncss  of  muscular  exertion,  in  their  ])ainful 
constraint  of  attitude  and  movement,  in  their 
liability  to  accident  and  death,  and  in  their  ha- 
bitual and  unavoidable  filtiiiness,  the  toilsome 
struggle  of  the  industrious,  lonely  ])ickman, 
whose  hard  lot  has  consigned  him  to  pass  his 
working  hours  hewing  with  violent  efforts  into 
a  hard  seam  of  coal,  in  a  badly  ventilated  mine. 
If  the  coal-bed  measures  only  three  feet,  or  less, 
as  many  [jrofitable  ones  in  our  Britisii  coal-fields 
do,  the  miner  can  by  no  possibility  stand  erect, 
or  fling  liis  ])ick  into  the  coal  with  any  approach 
to  natural,  easy,  and  effective  freedom  of  move- 
nuuit  in  his  arms  and  body.     On  tiie  contrary, 


he  must  sit  crouched,  or  doubled  upon  his  knees, 
or  cramped  down  upon  his  hams,  and  in  those 
half-paralyzing  postures,  Avield,  or  try  to  wield, 
his  heavy  pick  with  an  awkward  and  unsteady 
swing.  Let  a  person  but  witness  the  two  pro- 
cesses of  mining,  as  the  writer  of  this  notice  did, 
in  the  same  slender  bed  of  coal,  and  the  contrast 
will  impress  him,  as  offering  one  of  the  finest 
illustrations  within  the  wide  field  of  modern  im- 
provements, of  the  blessings  which  invention  can 
confer  in  mitigating  the  hardships,  and  abating 
the  brutalizing  toil  to  which  the  human  body  is 
still  so  frequently  subjected. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  interesting  invention 
we  can  not  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  import- 
ant question,  how  will  the  mining  populations 
of  this  and  other  countries  accept  it  ?  Will  they 
esteem  it  a  friend  sent  to  ameliorate  their  heav- 
iest, most  prostrating  form  of  toil,  or  will  they 
regard  it  as  a  rival  and  an  enemy?  We  think 
they  will  view  and  welcome  it  as  a  pain-reliev- 
ing benefactor,  for  well  do  they  know  the  sever- 
ities of  their  profession.  The  mining  class  are 
fully  aware  that  the  strain  upon  their  physical 
strength  is  unnaturally  severe,  ever  tending  to 
enfeeble  their  health  and  shorten  their. days, 
and  we  can  not  doubt  that  every  lesson  of  ex- 
perience and  every  wholesome  instinct  will  im- 
pel them  to  greet  and  to  accept  not  only  this 
but  all  similar  labor-lightening  inventions  as 
blessings  dispensed  to  them  from  On  High 
through  this  world's  human  agencies. 

LAURA  AND  HER  HERO. 

HARRY  MILLS,  as  he  w;ent  leaping  along 
the  rocky  shore  that  day,  apparently  in 
such  a  loose  hap-liazard  manner,  had  a  definite 
object  in  view.  He  had  marked  it  and  steadily 
pursued  it  since  he  had  first  come  out  in  this 
direction ;  so  he  went  on  leajnng  lightly  from 
rock  to  rock,  always  keeping  in  view  a  flutter  of 
something.  A  flutter  of  something  scarlet  and 
gold,  like  a  gay  barbaric  flag  flung  out  in  defi- 
ance. What  was  it  ?  He  knew  well.  What 
need  for  any  body  else  to  know  that  it  was 
Laura  Wingate's  shawl  ?  Laura  herself  hadn't 
the  faintest  idea  of  hanging  out  a  lure  as  she 
sat  there  tiilking  fitfully  with  Sue  Mills.  They 
had  been  there  half  the  afternoon,  shut  in  by 
the  rocks  from  any  sight  or  sound  but  the  sea's, 
and  perhaps  that  was  the  reason  that  gay 
Laura's  usual  brightness  had  tempered  down 
into  that  wistful  abstraction,  which  she  so  rare- 
ly shows.  Perhaps  the  restless  voices  of  the 
ocean  suggested  her  thoughts. 

"Ah  me!"  she  said,  with  a  faint  sigh:  "I 
am  lonesome  under  this  monotonous  life.  Sue. 
I  w^ant  to  go  away  somewhere  and  see  the  world. 
I  wish  something  would  ha])pen,  not  actually 
tragic  you  know.  Iloigh-ho!"  and  she  yawned 
wearily,  stretching  her  hands  toward  the  sea  with 
a  yearning  motion.  Then  a  change  passed  over 
her  face  as  she  caught  sight  of  a  new  sail  just 
beyond  the  Point.  "  Sue,  I  walked  with  a  mer- 
man last  night,  in  a  bluejacket.     He  wanted 


LAURA  AND  HER  HERO. 


M^, 


somebody  to  run  away  with  him.  What  do  you 
say  to  my  ^oin;^?  A  litindsome  fellow  he  was, 
Sue,  tall  and  dark,  and  with  such  beautiful  eyes, 
with  a  scar  just  under  the  left  one." 

"Laura,  you  don't  mean  that  Tom  Wilson 
has  come  back  ?"  And  Sue  Mills,  at  the  men- 
tion of  her  old  lover,  turned  pale. 

"Yes;  Captain  Tom  has  come  back,  Sue, 
handsomer  and  taller  thitn  ever.  What  do  you 
say  to  my  running  away  witii  him,  eh?" 

"Docs  he  want  you  to?"  asks  Susan,  really 
incredulous,  but  with  a  look  of  anxiety  and 
friglit  ujjon  her  face. 

"Does  he  want  mc  to!"  and  Laura  mim- 
icked her  comj)anion's  voice.     But  in  a  moment 


and  well-doing  Captain  Wilson  certainly  de- 
serves a  hearing.  If  you  are  still  afraid  to  trust 
him,  tell  him  so;  d(jn't  run  away.  I  am  the 
one  to  do  that,  you  know.  Catch  me  playing 
Mrs.  Malaprop  ;"  and,  laughing,  Laura  snatciied 
up  her  shawl  and  started  out  of  her  nook. 

One,  two,  three  steps,  and  she  swung  round  a 
narrow  ledge  to  meet — what  ?  no,  not  Captain 
Wilson,  but  Harry  Mills. 

It  was  not  she  who  blushed.  It  was  for 
Harry  Mills,  the  tender  skinned  fellow,  to  hang 
out  his  colors  at  this  sudden  meeting.  There 
he  was,  going  on  quietly,  the  signal  of  gold  and 
red  no  longer  perceivable  in  the  bend  of  the 
shore,  but  clearly  seen   by  inward  vision  was 


her  tone  changed,  a  soft  expression  came  into  [.that  well-known  eyrie  of  the  cliffs  where  he 


her  eyes.  She  bent  over  and  touched  Susan's 
cold  hand  with  her  own  warm  one,  while  she 
said,  "No,  Susy,  he  wants  yon;  and  he  thinks 
that  now,  perhaps,  your  father  may  be  more  re- 
lenting. This  last  voyage  has  been  very  ])ros- 
perous,  and  he  already  owns  half  of  the  sliip, 
which  shows,  you  know,  very  substantially,  that 
he  has  been  entirely  devoted  to  his  duty." 

"  And  he  told  you — " 

"Yes,  he  told  me  he  wanted  yon,  Susy;  that 


thought  to  find  hor.  And  suddenly  the  gleam 
of  the  gold  and  red,  the  old  barbaric  pattern 
flashes  into  his  eyes,  and  he  meets  that  startled 
gaze  whose  very  coolness  half  vexes  him.  So 
he  thought  it  (piite  enough  to  blush  for.  Then 
she  exclaimed : 

"  Where  did  you  come  from  ?  I  declare  you 
appear  like  a  ghost,  Harry!" 

"I  was  down  at  the  inlet,  and  'sighted'  you 
by  your  red  Hag,"  he  answered,  putting  a  finger 


he  had  never  wanted  any  body  else  ;  that  all  j  on  the  gay  silk  fringe  that  floated  over  her  arm. 

through  your  father's  opposition,  and  your  sub- '  "Oh!  my  shawl.  And  you  were  coming 
mission  to  it,  he  had  never  ceased  to  love  you,  down  upon  me  unawares.  There  I  should  have 
though  for  a  time  he  was  angry."  There  was  a  I  sat  in  the  sun,  innocent  of  danger,  when  pounce, 
little  pause,  then  she  went  on  :   "And  you  fan-  '  you  would  have  come  down  from  the  top  cliff, 


cied  it  was  me.  You  were  jealous.  Sue,  all  last 
fall  when  he  was  here.  Me  !  jealous  of  mc,  you 
small  simpleton." 

There  had  come  a  warm  glow  into  Susan's 
cheeks,  and  her  eyes  had  a  happy  liglit  in  them 
as  she  said, 

"But  you  flirted  with  him,  Laura." 

"  I  flirted  with  Cap'n  Tom  ?  Well,  I  didn't 
know  it." 

Laura's  face  as  she  uttered  this  was  full  of 
some  cold  disdain.  It  faded  in  a  moment,  and 
she  added  more  kindly,  but  with  a  sort  of  weary 
impatience, 

"Tint's  the  way  people  must  interpret,  I  sup- 
pose.    Well,  well,  let  them  ;  who  cares?" 

"But,  Laura!" 
'  "Well." 

"Why  didn't  you  tell  me  before?" 

"Why  didn't  I?  Because  I  have  kept  my 
word  and  a  tryst  for  you,  my  pretty  black-eyed 


like  a  cat  upon  a  mouse.      I  know  your  tricks." 
And  she  nodded  and  sparkled  at  the  young 
man  in  her  gay,  insouciante  manner,  which  he 
appreciated,  perhaps,  too  keenly. 

"But  come,"  she  broke  out,  after  a  breath 
of  pause,  "  I'm  not  going  to  stand  here ;  are 
you  ?"  And  she  dipped  past  him  like  a  swallow 
on  the  wing,  flinging  back  a  little  chain  of  sweet- 
linked  laughter,  and  a  glance  that  invited  and 
defied. 

He  did  not  wait,  but  down  sharp  crag  and 
ledge  daslfed  on  in  pursuit.  Again  that  saucy 
glance  shot  over  her  shoulder,  and  fleeing  with 
sure  but  reckless  foothold  over  rough  ways  of 
rock  and  loosened  stones,  she  sang : 

'"Oh,  follow,  follow  round  the  world, 
Green  earth  and  sunny  sea—'" 

''  'So  love  is  with  thy  lover's  heart 
Wherever  he  may  be,'" 

responded  her  pursuer's  voice,  finishing  the  quo- 


Susan;"  and  Laura  laughed  with  all  her  old  ,  tation  w^hich  she  hadn't  given  him  credit  for 


mischief. 

Susan  looked  bewildered. 

"What  do  you  mean,  Laura?" 

"Only  that  I  promised  that  wily  and  wicked 
Captain  Tom  that  I  would  not  betray  him  until 
[  saw  a  white  sail  coming  round  the  Point  with 
a  blue  flag  for  signal.  Prepare  yourself.  Miss 
Susan  ;  he'll  be  here  at  your  feet  in  fifteen  min- 
utes." 

Susan  sprang  up  startled  and  confused ;  but 
that  firm  little  hand,  and  the  firmer  will  of 
Laura  Wingate,  pulled  her  back. 

"  Stay  where  you  are,  Susan  ;  don't  make  a 
goose  of  yourself.     After  a  year  of  fiiithfulness 


knowing. 

A  little  disconcerted,  a  false  step  was  made, 
and  she  caught,  breathless,  at  a  projecting  boul- 
der, leaning  her  cheek  against  it,  and  facing  him 
so,  gazing  wearily  but  with  mischievous  smile 
at  him  as  he  came  up,  and  saying,  saucily, 

"What  did  you  trip  me  up  for,  with  your 
sentimental  half  of  the  string  ?     'Twasn't  fair." 

"But  'twas  true,  Laura." 

"  Oh,  Harry,  don't !  I've  only  just  escaped 
from  just  such  a  scene,  and  then  I'm  tired,  and 
I've  hurt  my  foot  or  my  ankle." 

There  was  a  hot  glow  in  Harry  Mills's  cheek 
as  he  listened. 
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* '  You  have  just  escaped,  Laura  ?  Then  you 
were  not  pleased ;  you — " 

"  Oh  yes,  I  was  pleased.  I  made  the  appoint- 
ment myself.  Oh,  I  was  very  much  pleased ;  but 
I  ran  away  just  in  time." 

"In  time  for  what,  Laura?"  broke  out  the 
young  man  in  exasperated  tones. 

She  was  standing  still  in  that  very  attitude, 
her  cheek  against  the  gray  old  rock,  and  eying 
him  with  that  concealed  glimmer  of  fun.  But 
here  she  drew  up  her  slender  figure,  and  put  on 
a  proper  mask  of  pride  as  she  exclaimed  : 

*'  I  really  can  not  see  what  right  you  have, 
Harry  Mills,  to  ask  me  that  question." 

"Laura,  I  have  no  right;  but — " 

But  here  Laura  broke  in  her  tinkling  laugh, 
and  cried, 

"Oh,  Harry,  what  a  dunce  you  are!  I 
couldn't  play  the  disinterested  friend,  could  I, 
and  make  appointments  for  those  who  were  too 
timid  to  make  them  for  themselves  ?" 

Harry's  face  lightened. 

"What  have  you  been  up  to,  Laura?"  he 
asked.  Then  his  eyes  suddenly  spanned  the 
coast.  He  saw  just  beyond  a  little  craft,  with 
a  blue  flag  flying  above  the  white  sail.  There 
it  lay,  rocking  with  the  tide,  close  inshore.  And 
there  above — who  was  that  climbing  the  cliffs  so 
alertly  ? 

"What — no — yes,  it  is.  Laura,  you  haven't 
thrown  Sue  into  that  man's  path?" 

"  Harry,  come  and  help  me  down,  if  you  ex- 
pect me  to  say  any  thing.  My  foot  is  aching 
dreadfully,  and  I  know  I  shall  faint  away  if 
I'm  not  taken  care  of." 

He  might  have  thought  that  this  was  one  of 
her  arch  tricks  too,  if  he  had  not  seen  her  face, 
really  white  and  pinched  with  pain. 

At  this  sight  he  bounded  to  her  side  and  put 
on*  his  arm. 

"Lean  on  me,  Laura;  tell  me  what  to  do 
for  you,"  he  said,  in  the  gentlest  tones. 

She  clung  to  him  a  moment  for  rest,  then — 

"  Help  me  down  into  the  hollow  there,  Harry." 

He  lifted  her  without  further  words,  and 
placed  her  where  she  directed — a  natural  cleft 
between  the  rocks. 

"There,  I  shall  be  better  in  a  minute.  No, 
'tisn't  a  sprain ;  it's  my  lame  foot — the  one  I 
hurt  last  winter  on  the  ice.  Once  in  a  while  I 
give  it  a  twist,  as  I  did  when  you  made  me  slip 
on  those  stones." 

"Laura,  how  can  you?"  he  interposed. 

"Then  I  had  to  stand  parleying  with  you  till 
I  was  like  to  faint,"  she  went  on,  "because 
your  curiosity  was  rampant  to  pry  into  affairs 
which  didn't  concern  you.  And  even  now,  aft- 
er causing  all  this  mischief,  you  are  dying  to 
leave  me,  to  rush  off  to  that  ])Oor  abused  Cap- 
tain Tom,  and  make  more  miscliief." 

While  she  rattled  on  this  reckless  nonsense 
Harry,  never  quite  following  her  tricksy  spirit, 
was  vainly  endeavoring  to  discover  how  much 
was  in  earnest,  how  much  in  frolic,  and  she  en- 
joying his  perplexity  as  usual.  Presently  she 
broke  the  silence  with, 


"There,  I'm  better  now,  and  I'll  tell  you  all 
about  it." 

So  she  told  of  walking  on  the  beach  last  night, 
and  meeting  the  unfortunate  Captain  Tom,  who 
plead  his  cause  to  her  for  intercession.  When 
she  had  ended  he  said,  looking  at  her  gravely, 

"I  shouldn't  have  thought  you'd  have  dared 
the  responsibility,  Laura,  of  doing  any  thing  to 
further  an  affair  of  this- kind." 

She  raised  herself  upon  her  elbow  and  ex- 
claimed, with  some  vehemence, 

"Why  not?  Why  not?  Dare!  Do  you 
suppose  I  am  such  a  weakling  that  I  can't  make 
up  my  mind  which  is  the  right  side,  and  follow 
it?  If  Sue  had  had  a  mind  of  her  own  she 
wouldn't  have  been  veered  round  by  other  peo- 
ple's wills,  but  she  would  have  seen  that  Tom 
Wilson  had  the  stuff  in  him  for  a  real  man, 
which  you  hadn't  one  of  you  the  sense  to  see, 
let  me  tell  you.  Wild !  reckless !  Well,  what 
of  that,  when  he  had  a  good  heart  and  a  firm 
will  beneath  ?  I  knew  he'd  come  out  right,  and 
he  has ;  owns  half  the  ship,  and  has  been  com- 
plimented by  the  Boston  firm  there — what  do 
you  call  them?" 

"Did  he  tell  you  this,  Laura?" 

"My  father  told  me  last  night,  and  Deacon 
Scofield  confirmed  it." 

"Well,  I  am  very  glad  I'm  sure." 

"You  ain't,  you  little  rue-faced  old  fellow! 
you're  sorry.  You'd  like  to  keep  Sue  on  tenter- 
hooks another  six  months ;  and  the  goose  would 
let  you  if  there  was  a  reason  to  hang  a  cobweb 
of  suspicion  on." 

"And  how  do  you  know  but  there  is  ?  What 
makes  you  believe  in  Captain  Wilson  so  en- 
thusiastically, Laura?" 

"Because  I  believe  in  my  instincts,  and  they 
from  the  first  have  told  me  that  Captain  Tom 
was  better  than  his  enemies.  But  you.  Mills, 
never  did  appreciate  him.  I  wish  I  had  taken 
him  off  your  hands  long  ago." 

Harry's  brow  clouded.  "  You  seem  to  appre- 
ciate him  enough  for  that,"  he  retorted. 

Her  eyes  sparkled. 

"  Good !  I  like  this.  '  Stand  fair  and  fight, 
my  lord  of  Aix.'  " 

"No,  Laura,  there  shall  be  no  fighting.  I 
should  never  quarrel  with  you,"  the  young  man 
answered,  in  a  different  tone.  Then  vehement- 
ly :  "  Laura,  you  vmst  listen  to  me.  You  know 
what  I  have  meant ;  you  know  what  my  feelings 
have  been  all  along — that  I  love  you,  that  I 
want  you,  Laura,  for  mine.     Will  you  come  ?" 

He  was  standing  on  a  lower  ledge  than  where 
she  rested ;  and  as  he  spoke,  leaning  involun- 
tarily nearer,  he  put  out  his  arms  to  her. 

She  caught  his  hands  as  he  ceased  speaking, 
and  droi)ped  her  face  against  them,  crying  in  a 
little  passion  of  regret : 

"  Oh  no,  no,  Harry  ;  I  love  you — yes,  yes,  I 
love  you  dearly,  but  not  that  way.  I  love  you 
partly  as  Susan  loves  you,  perhaps,  for  I  have 
known  you  all  my  life." 

The  young  man  bent  over  her  much  moved 
in  some  manner  by  her  soft  passion ;  and  ho 
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asked:  "Why,  Laura,  why  can't  you  love  me 
that  way ;  because  you  have  known  me  all  your 
life?" 

"No,  not  that.  Because — oh,  Harry,  don't 
you  feel  it? — you  are  not  mine,  nor  I  yours." 

"But  I  will  make  you  mine,  and  you  shall 
make  me  yours.     That  is  what  I  ask,  Laura." 

The  look  upon  her  face  would  have  been  a 
smile  if  it  had  not  been  so  full  of  desolation. 
She  was  suffering  from  "  the  pain  of  uncompre- 
hension."  If  he  did  not  feel  it,  how  could  she 
explain?     But  she  presently  said,  gently, 

"Don't  you  see,  Harry,  that  we  are  not  nat- 
urally affianced  ?  See  now.  You  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  what  you  call  my  recklessness — my 
wild  moods.  I  puzzle  you ;  half  the  time  you 
don't  know  whether  I  am  in  jest  or  earnest. 
You  are  amazed  at  the  things  I  enjoy.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  you  seem  to  me  almost  in- 
sensible to  enthusiasm.  If  I  were  not  so  au- 
dacious, or  if  I  didn't  really  regard  you  so  truly, 
I  should  be  chilled  ;  but  I  get  angry  with  you  in- 
stead, and  half  your  pursuits  I  can  understand 
and  relish  as  little  as  you  mine.  You  think  we 
may  assimilate ?  Oh,  fatal  mistake!  We  are 
neither  of  us  wax;  we  could  not  be  moulded 
into  any  thing  else  than  ourselves.  As  we  are 
now  we  make  capital  friends  ;  but  bring  us  near- 
er and  it  would  be  like  bringing  two  chords  in 
different  keys  together — there  would  be  discord. 
What  is  that  you  say  about  opposite  tempera- 
ments forming  better  combinations  ?  Well,  it 
may  be  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  there  must  be 
likeness,  and  we  haven't  it,  Harry :  I  do  not  be- 
long to  you." 

The  young  fellow  struck  his  foot  impatiently 
against  the  rock  as  she  finished,  and  exclaimed, 

"Where  have  you  got  these  ideas,  Laura? 
What  books  have  you  been  reading?" 

All  the  softness  vanished  from  her  face  as  he 
said  this ;  and  she  answered  sharply,  and  with 
a  curling  lip  that  suggested  a  sneer,  "I  have 
read  the  books  that  the  rest  of  the  world  reads. 
What  I  have  left  or  what  I  have  taken  from  them 
is  what  the  qualities  of  my  own  mind  demand- 
ed. But  why  should  I  get  angry  vith  you  ?" 
and  here  she  relented  a  little  of  her  coldness. 
"Half  the  world  think  as  you  do,  that  books 
make  the  reader's  ideas  instead  of  merely  meet- 
ing them  as  inevitable  conclusions,  or —  But 
what  is  the  use  of  talking,  Harry?  We  can 
never  agree  on  such  subjects.  Which  plainly 
proves  my  previous  words — we  have  no  natural 
likeness." 

"And  yet  you  allow  that  we  can  be  capital 
friends,"  he  put  in,  with  an  unbelieving  look. 

"Friends?  yes — friends  may  differ  essential- 
ly, and  yet  be  very  good  friends ,  but  lovers — 
no.  If  I  married  you,  Harry  Mills,"  she  cried, 
with  a  sudden  gust  of  passion,  "  I  should  be 
eternally  alone  on  this  earth ! " 

"  Don't  talk  so,  Laura.  You  don't  know  your- 
self," he  answered,  with  provoking  gentleness. 

"I  Avill  talk  sol  And  I  know  myself  much 
better  than  you'll  ever  know  me.  Don't  know 
myself!"  and  she   laughed  aloud  in  derision. 


"  Find  me  a  woman  who  knows  herself  better 
at  this  point  of  her  life.  If  you  knew  me  a 
tenth  part  as  well  you  would  think  yourself 
lucky  to  have  escaped  me.  Harry  Mills,  you 
like  me  now  because  I  am  something  different 
from  others  that  you  meet;  because  I  amuse  you; 
and  because  I  am  young  and  handsome.  But  I 
should  make  the  torment  of  your  life  if  I  married 
you.  You'd  want  to  control  me,  and  I  wouldn't 
be  controlled ;  and  I  should  shock  every  fixed 
principle  you  possessed  in  rebelling.  Yes,"  ey- 
ing him  with  irritation.  ' '  I  dare  say  you  think 
you  know  me  better  than  I  know  myself.  You 
know  the  Laura  who  is  your  friend.  The  gay, 
laughing  Laura  who  teases  Sue  and  makes  a 
seeming  jest  of  life.  But  there's  another  Laura 
you  know  nothing  about — the  real  Laura,  too — 
the  Laura  who  lives,  and  loves,  and  hates  with  a 
passion  and  intensity  which  would  startle  you ; 
which  I  have  no  doubt  you  would  call  morbid. 
But  this  Laura  is  a  stranger  to  most  as  to  you. 
I  have  had  the  sense  to  conceal  it  here,  for  she 
is  alien  and  wild."  Here  she  ceased,  sudden- 
ly, and  dropped  her  head  into  her  locked  hands, 
with  that  lonely  pain  of  uncomprehension  aching 
at  her  heart. 

Harry  stood  regarding  her  with  a  gloomy 
look  of  conviction  stealing  over  his  face.  The 
conviction  of  the  hopelessness  of  his  suit,  not 
of  her  beliefs.  But  after  a  while  the  gloom  lift- 
ed a  little,  as  he  thought : 

"  I'll  wait — this  will  pass  " 

How  Laura  would  have  laughed  him  to  scorn 
could  she  have  overheard  this  inward  resolve  ! 

When  she  raised  her  head,  however,  she 
saw  nothing  in  his  expression  but  perplexity  and 
pain  ;  and  with  some  compunction  for  the  sor- 
row she  had  wrought,  and  perhaps  aggravated 
for  the  moment  by  her  outspoken  irritation,  she 
said,  quite  gently : 

"  I  am  sorry  to  have  hurt  you,  Harry." 

He  returned  as  gently,  though  somewhat  am- 
biguously, 

"  You  couldn't  help  it,  Laura." 

They  walked  home  almost  m  silence ;  and 
both  noticed  without  comment  now  that  the 
little  boat  still  rocked  at  the  shore,  the  blue  flag 
fluttering  to  the  wind.  Mrs.  Wingate  stood  in 
the  front -yard,  talking  to  the  Captain  about 
"  cuttin'  that  wilier  down"  as  they  came  up  the 
road,  and  she  broke  off  as  she  stood  the  dry 
branches  from  a  withering  shrub  and  thriftily 
gathered  them  into  her  apron. 

"Why,  where  on  earth  have  you  been,  Lau- 
ra?" she  said,  rather  impatiently,  as  the  girl 
sauntered  up  the  path.  "Lucy  and  Hanuiih 
Scofield's  been  here,  and  waited  and  waited,  till 
I  told  'em  'twan't  no  use.  You  wouldn't  come 
home  till  the  cows  did,  maybe." 

"  Sue  and  I  went  down  to  the  south  shore," 
Laura  answered,  absently,  and  almost  indiffer- 
ently. 

Harry,  contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  didn't 
stop  to  chat  with  the  Captain,  but  hurried  away, 
with  hasty  good-nights.  He  took  the  picture 
of  that  parting  group,  however,  with  an  awak- 
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cned  sense  of  its  incongruity.  Awakened  perhaps 
by  those  passionate  words — "She  is  alien  and 
wild." 

Alien  and  wild  she  indeed  looked  beside  the 
burly  old  Captain,  witli  his  brown  knobby  face, 
and  Dame  Wingate's  spare  angularities.  True 
types  were  they  of  primitive  New  England  ;  but 
for  her,  who  stood  so  near  and  yet  so  far,  what 
fitting  type  was  there  ? 

What  resemblance  is  there  in  all  that  rugged 
sim])licity,  that  Puritan  plainness  of  exterior, 
and  that  flowering  of  nature  which  hovers  near 
them  ?     Could  they  have  once  combed  out 

"That  fawn-skiu  colored  hair  of  her.-?,'' 
in  lieu  of  those  locks  of  dusty  gray  ?  Could 
they  have  ever  flung  out  such  intrepid  glances 
from  eyes  of  flame  and  fire  ?  Could  either 
of  those  gaunt  figures  ever  have  boasted  such 
smoothly  rounded  outlines  ?  Harry  Mills  might 
have  asked  himself  all  these  questions  as  he 
])ondered  ujjon  her  words  and  the  scene  he 
had  left,  for  they  were  plainly  perceivable 
enough.  But  did  he  note  as  well  the  strange 
dissimilarity  of  character?  The  kind  and  gen- 
erous, but  utterly  "prosaic  natures  in  contrast 
with  this  kindling  imagination,  this  winged 
spirit  of  ardor  and  daring? 

Alien  and  wild  indeed  did  she  seem  in  every 
particular,  with  her  youth,  her  personal  attrac- 
tions, and  her  visible  culture  of  books  and 
thought,  in  contact  with  these  old  and  simply- 
bred  people  and  their  way  of  life. 

Long  ago  had  the  village  gossips  said  to  each 
other:  "Miss  Wingefll  spile  that  girl,  humor- 
ing her  in  all  her  notions ;  and  the  Cap'n's 
worse'n  she  is.  I  do  believe  they  think  there 
never  was  such  a  child." 

Then  when  Laura  was  sent  away  to  Boston 
for  four  successive  years,  only  returning  in  rare 
school  vacations,  the  gossips  twittered  on  their 
perches  still  louder: 

"  That  girl  just  turns  the  Cap'n  and  Miss 
Winget  round  her  little  finger.  Well,  well, 
they'll  set  her  up  so  there  won't  be  no  living 
with  her  by-and-by      You'll  see,  you'll  see  ! " 

But  Laura  had  now  been  home  two  years, 
and  the  gossips  didn't  see,  though  they  looked 
sharply,  the  fulfillment  of  their  prediction  She 
was  as  fond  of  the  burly  old  Captain,  and  as 
willing  to  do  her  mother's  behests  as  before. 
Perhaps  a  trifle  quieter;  the  wild  spirit  shaded 
and  toned  down,  and  sometimes  wrapt  in  some 
cloud  of  abstraction  that  gained  for  her  that  ti- 
tle by  which  people  give  a  name  to  their  own 
want  of  comprehension — odd.  "Laura  was 
such  an  odd  girl." 

But  that  night,  as  she  sat  on  the  floor  before  the 
wood-ilre  blazing  on  the  hearth,  she  didn't  seem 
so  very  odd.  Her  mood  of  abstraction  had  blown 
away  like  a  vapor  as  she  turned  from  the  gar- 
den gate  and  followed  her  mother  into  the  house. 
And  there  she  sat  all  the  evening,  quite  mollify- 
ing Mrs.  Wingate  by  her  flying  needles,  and 
pleasing  the  merry  old  Caj)tain  by  drawing  him 
on  to  tell  his  "wonderful  tales  of  the  sea." 

Rhody,  passing  in  and  out  of  the  room — Rho- 


dy  had  been  Mrs.  Wingate's  help  for  a  score  of 
years — Rhody,  passing  in  and  out  on  household 
care,  thought  as  she  had  thought  a  hundred  times 
at  similar  scenes  : 

"Well,  if  they  don't  set  their  eyes  by  that 
child  more  'n  more  every  day!" 

But  Rhody  herself,  grim  spinster  as  she  was, 
partook  a  good  deal  of  this  glamour,  as  many  a 
sharp  word  of  defense  from  her  lips  could  have 
testified,  when  the  gossips  came  prying  with  in- 
vidious suggestions.  More  than  once  she  had 
been  heard  to  declare  that  "  there  wasn't  such  a 
girl  any  where  round  as  Laura  Wingate;  that 
she'd  beat  them  Scofields  and  Susan  Mills  all 
holler." 

And  still  the  gossips  couldn't  forgive  Laura 
for  being  so  "odd" — which  meant,  simply,  that 
they  couldii't  forgive  her  dissimilarity  to  them- 
selves— couldn't  forgive  her  independent  will, 
her  power  of  fascination,  her  gay  disregard  of 
irksome  conventionalities,  and,  most  of  all, 
those  four  years  of  Boston  school-life. 

"  Exham  Academy  was  good  enough  for  Sue 
Mills  and  Deacon  Scofield's  girls,  but  'twan't 
good  enough  for  that  little  wild  thing  of  the 
Winjxates.  Squire  Mills  didn't  do  any  more 
for  Harry  than  they'd  done  for  that  slip  of  a 
girl,  and  Squire  Mills  could  buy  and  sell  Cap'n 
Wingate  any  day." 

They  didn't  know  there  was  one  treasure  that 
all  Squire  Mills's  money  couldn't  buy  from  the 
Wingates. 

And  so  the  four  years  cast  a  shadow  for  them 
to  glower  and  gossip  in.  It  was  a  topic  that 
never  lost  interest,  for  every  now  and  then  fresh 
material  was  added  by  the  arrival  of  some  fine 
guests,  who  brought  an  atmosphere  of  the  great 
world  into  this  quiet  coast  country — an  atmos- 
phere Avherein  Laura  moved  as  in  her  native 
element.  They  seemed  to  belong  to  her  and 
she  to  them. 

That  very  night,  as  she  sat  there  plying  her 
needles  and  her  tongue  with  equal  alacrity,  she 
was  giving  many  a  thought  to  the  contents  of  a 
letter  her  father  had  handed  to  her.  It  apprised 
her  of  the  coming  of  one  of  these  same  guests — 
an  old  school  friend  of  those  four  years. 

"I  shall  be  with  you,  I  hope,  Laura,  on  the 
1st  of  July." 

That  was  the  intelligence  that  brightened 
Laura's  cheeks,  and  dispersed  her  clouds  as  they 
gathered.  She  would  see  Emily  May  hew  in  a 
week.  It  was  the  last  of  June  now ;  but  on 
these  Eastern  shores  summer  lingered  in  its  ar- 
rival, and  sharp  winds  blowing  round  the  Cape 
made  the  cheery  blaze  that  brightened  the  broad 
hearths  not  unwelcome.  In  a  week,  however, 
whether  southern  breezes  blew  or  northern  gales 
struck  their  icy  spears  against  the  rugged  rocks, 
there  would  be  tropic  sunshine  for  Laura  Win- 
gate, for  one  to  whom  she  was  neither  alien  nor 
wild  would  bring  her  companionship  and  sym- 
pathy— would  bring  her,  too,  news  from  the 
brilliant  world  of  men  and  women  and  books, 
for  which  she  secretly  stretched  forth  her  arms, 
to  which  she  secretly  knew  herself  belonging. 
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Two  years  ago  she  had  bid  adieu  to  such  a 
life.  Who  may  estimate  the  effects  of  that  life 
upon  this  vivid  temperament,  this  acute  intelli- 
gence ?  What  ardors,  what  enthusiasms,  what 
subtle  knowledge  it  must  have  brought  to  light ; 
what  thoughts  and  beliefs  it  must  have  set  ablaze; 
what  emotions  kindled ! 

Two  years  of  seclusion  and  banishment.  The 
girl  of  eighteen  was  twenty.  Two  years  of  se- 
clusion had  not  quenched  the  fire ;  though  sup- 
pressed, it  burned  on  steadily,  shining  through 
dark  eyes,  or  flaghing  mutinously  through  quiv- 
ering lips  at  rare  times,  wlien  put  at  bay — as  it 
shone  and  flashed  when  Harry  Mills  strove  vain- 
ly for  the  mastery  of  her  heart.  But  now  how 
far  away  was  Harry  Mills  or  his  suit — how  far 
the  love-perplexities  of  her  "  black-eyed  Susan," 
whose  weakness  and  timidity  she  had  overborne 
with  her  ardent  strength  ! 

During  this  week  of  expectation,  busied  over 
a  hundred  household  mattci's  of  preparation,  she 
thought  little  and  saw  nothing  of  Sue,  until  the 
night  before  her  guest  arrived.  She  had  gone 
down  to  the  ledge  of  rocks  just  behind  the  hill, 
and  lying  there  half  a-dream  beneath  the  purple 
sky  of  sunset,  she  was  suddenly  roused  by  her 
name  spoken,  and  the  words,  "  You  haven't  been 
near  me  all  the  week." 

She  came  out  of  her  dream.     "  Oh,  Sue !" 

"So  Emily  Mayhew's  coming!"  proceeded 
Sue,  in  a  little  tone  of  pique.  "You'll  forget 
us  entirely  when  once  she  gets  here  " 

A  faint  smile  went  out  behind  the  hand  Laura 
was  leaning  her  chin  against.  Perhaps  she  rec- 
ognized at  that  moment  how  little  she  had 
thought  of  the  Mills  for  the  last  few  days.  She 
only  said,  however, 

"I  think  you  have  been  forgetting  we,  Sue; 
though  I  don't  question  your  right  to,  under  the 
circumstances." 

Sue  colored,  and  a  flutter  of  pleasure  stirred 
her  mouth  before  she  replied,  rather  irrelevantly, 

"Eather  and  mother  are  quite  satisfied  about 
him  now. " 

"I  knew  they  ought  to  be,  and  I  congratu- 
late you.  Sue,"  Laura  answered,  cordially,  lean- 
ing forward  and  stroking  Susan's  hand  a  mo- 
nient  caressingly.  Then  the  two  fell  into  silence 
for  a  while,  Susan  breaking  it  with  the  startling 
question, 

"Laura,  do  you  ever  expect  to  marry?" 

"Expect? — I  hope  I  shall,"  answered  Laura, 
coolly,  yet  earnestly. 

Susan  laughed.  "  What  other  girl  would 
have  dared  that  .answer !"  she  said. 

"  Why  did  you  ask  me  in  that  tone?  Why 
did  you  say  expect  to  marry  ?  Do  you  think  my 
chance  doubtful,  Susan  ?"  Laura  broke  in,  un- 
heeding Susan's  comment. 

"Doubtful?  Oh  no  ;  not  in  that  way.  But 
you  are  so  different  from  other  people,  I  couldn't 
help  wondering  if  you  ever  expected  to  meet  any 
one  that  you  would  like  to  marry." 

"Expect" — and  as  Laura  spoke  the  word 
again  it  was  with  an  absent  thrill  in  her  tone, 
and  still  looking  toward  the  setting  sun,  where 


all  the  purple  was  fusing  into  deep  crimson  dyes, 
she  repeated,  smiling,  and  flushing  like  the  sun's 
tints — "  Expect !  yes,  I  am  expecting  him — my 
Sir  Launcelot — from  day  to  day,  perhaps  from 
hour  to  hour.  Somewhere  I  know  he  waits,  as 
I  for  him.  Somewhere  I  know  that  life  is  go- 
ing on  in  which  my  own  may  find  itself  ful- 
filled ;  in  which  I  may  live  and  be  expressed 
before  I  die.  I  have  never  looked  upon  his  face, 
but  I  shall  know  him  when  he  comes.  When 
he  comes  ! — ay,  come  I" 

Suddenly  siie  ceased,  and  out  toward  the 
crimson  west,  across  the  sea,  she  stretched  her 
arms,  with  the  smile  deepened  into  dreamy 
depths. 

Susan,  strangely  moved  by  surprise  and  some 
deeper  emotions,  was  too  overpowered  to  break 
the  silence.  But  a  shadow  crossed  their  feet. 
She  looked  up. 

"How  long  have  you  been  there,  Harry? 
What!  and  Captain  Tom  too?" 

Captain  Tom  answered,  swinging  himself 
down  from  his  eyrie  with  lithe  movements, 

"How  long?  oh,  only  long  enough  to  catch 
a  silence  after  talk."  But  the  glance  he  flashed 
across  at  Laura's  lighted  foce,  in  the  moment 
that  his  back  was  toward  the  rest,  as  he  alighted 
on  the  rock  where  they  rested,  gave  her  sure 
conviction  that  he  had  lost  no  word  that  she  had 
spoken  in  the  last  few  moments. 

Well,  it  didn't  hurt  her.  Captain  Tom  was 
one  of  the  few  persons  who  never  thought  Laura 
"odd;"  so  she  was  quite  willing  to  trust  him 
with  her  words.  But  she  fully  appreciated  his 
cool  implying  of  ignorance,  to  preserve  the  out- 
ward unity  of  circumstance.  But  Harry  Mills 
— had  he  too  ?  Yes,  he  too.  She  knew  it  by 
the  startled  surprise  that  showed  in  his  face — a 
mixed  look  of  perplexity  and  amazement.  And 
more  than  ever  she  thanked  the  tact  of  Captain 
Tom,  who  kept  the  outward  peace  so  coolly.  Pie 
tried  to  keep  as  well — this  good-natured  Captain 
Tom — the  peaceful  unities  of  ordinary  conversa- 
tion ;  but  it  was  not  in  the  destiny  of  that  day 
to  die  so  easily. 

A  little  sentence,  commonplace  enough  in  it- 
self, was  the  torch  which  lighted  this  unsuspect- 
ed magazine. 

"  So  Alice  Gale  is  going  to  be  married." 
"Yes,  at  last,"*  returned  Sue,  with  that  queer 
tinge  of  womanish  spite. 

"Why  do  you  say  so?"  asked  Laura,  frown- 
ing at  the  thoughtless  sneer.  She,  who  could 
love  and  hate  with  equal  intensity,  hated  like- 
wise all  useless  expenditures  of  expression. 

' '  Why  ?  because  it  is  only  the  fourth  lover 
Alice  Gale  has  had." 

Captain  Tom  laughed,  "Ah,  "well,  Susy, 
she  doesn't  believe  in  first  love  as  implicitly  as 
you  do." 

And  here  Laura  flamed  ; 
"  First  love !  neither  do  I  believe  in  it  when 
it  holds  insanely  to  mere  clay  images  built  up 
by  imagination.  Unworthy  idols  that  only  de- 
grade Love's  divinity.  But  that's  the  unjust 
way  you  men  and  women,  half  of  you,  talk.     A 
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girl  is  full  of  attraction :  not  her  eyes,  or  her 
luiir,  or  her  color,  or  the  beauty  of  her  form,  is 
it  simply,  bat  a  vitality  that  electrically  informs 
the  whole  ^vith  a  magnetism  of  which  she  is  only 
conscious  as  she  is  conscious  of  life.  So  she 
wins  what  she  never  seeks.  And  do  you  sup- 
pose that  any  woman  W'ith  heart  and  soul  can 
find  herself  so  near  the  heart  and  soul  of  anoth- 
er without  some  fluctuations  of  the  spirit?  Is 
it  strange  that,  having  moved  such  depths  of 
emotion,  she  should  be  moved  herself?  So  it 
happens,  perhaps,  that  she  loves  partially — nay, 
it  is  almost  inevitable  that  she  does ;  or  she  may 
love  Love  in  the  person,  and  mistake  the  lover. 
Haply  if  she  discovers  her  mistake  before  it  is 
irrevocably  sealed.  And  it  is  such  women — 
yes,  I  say  it,  because  it  is  truth — women  who 
have  both  deep  and  delicate  natures,  whom  you 
oftenest  denounce  as  fickle,  as  coquettes,  whom 
the  mass  of  men  speak  of  as  robbed  of  her  fresh- 
ness. Freshness !  What  is  this  freshness  which 
they  laud?  It  is  the  crudeness  which  comes 
from  inexperience,  or  from  poverty  of  nature. 
'What  we  want,'  said  one,  who  speaks  always 
from  the  depths  of  the  spirit — '  What  we  want 
is  not  simply  innocence,  but  nobility :  nobility 
that  understands  the  good  and  the  evil,  yet  whose 
garment's  hem  passes  by  all  evil  unassoiled.'  " 

Here  she  ceased  suddenly,  leaving  her  audit- 
ors stunned  into  silence.  They  had  heard  Lau- 
ra talk  much  heresy,  but  never  any  thing  quite 
so  startling  as  this  outburst.  At  length  Harry 
Mills's  even  tones  broke  the  silence : 

"This  all  seems  fine  in  theory,  Laura;  and 
to  one  who  has  never  proved  if,  specially  to  one 
who  by  impulsiveness  of  nature  naturally  adopts 
the  nltraisms  of  the  day,  I  can  well  understand 
it  is  fascinating." 

Laura  Wingate's  face  was  a  study  just  then. 
It  had  been  glowing  before ;  but  now,  as  Harry 
Mills  spoke,  something  it  had  not  worn  previ- 
ously dawned  or  flashed  into  it.  A  gleam  of 
defiance,  of  scorn,  and  open  mutiny.  She  hard- 
ly waited  for  him  to  finish  ere  her  words  leaped 
forth : 

"  Theory !  You  talk  of  theory  as  if,  being  a 
woman  and  young,  I  must  perforce  be  a  mere 
theorist.  Yes,  I  am  a  woman  and  young,  but  I 
have  ]n-oved  enough  of  what  I  assert  to  know  its 
truth." 

Harry  Mills  at  this  turned  his  gaze  from  the 
sea  with  a  swift  movement,  and  fronted  the  dar- 
ing spt  iker.     She  went  on  : 

"Four  years  I  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  family 
where  J  met  constantly  some  of  the  best  and 
most  A-aried  society.  Four  years  to  a  person  of 
any  quickness  of  perception  is  something ;  one 
can  see  and  learn  much  of  life  in  that  time. 
Besides,  the  Mayhews  were  not  people  who  be- 
lieved in  keeping  young  girls  in  the  back-ground. 
They  believed  in  society — society  such  as  they 
had — as  a  means  of  education.  So  in  those  four 
years  I  met  more  men  and  women  than  I  should 
meet  in  a  century  here.  And  as  I  learned  to 
know  them  I  learned  to  know  myself  too.  Wliat 
I  learned  was  sufficient  to  jjrove  my  theory." 


She  concluded  abruptly,  with  a  little  shake  of 
her  shoulders,  such  as  a  person  might  give  who 
feels  impatiently  that  they  may  have  said  too 
much  on  sacred  things. 

But  Sue  Mills  roused  her  again. 

"  You  don't  mean  to  say,  Laura,  that  you 
have  ever  liked  any  body, "she  stammered,  in 
that  shame-faced  way  which  some  girls  always 
assume  when  they  allude  to  affairs  of  the  heart. 

'■''Liked any  body  !"  flung  out  Laura,  in  scorn- 
ful mimicry,  half  veiled  in  her  derisive  laugh. 
"I've  liked  a  dozen.  Imagine^  them  severally, 
perhaps,  heroes,  because  they  turned  their  heroic 
side  to  me ;  perhaps  they  suggested  7ny  hero  to 
me ;  perhaps  I  supposed  for  a  time  viy  hero  had 
come,  as  I  looked  upon  them ;  and  was  conse- 
quently disappointed  when  I  found  myself  mis- 
taken." 

^  Harry  Mills  brought  his  brows  together,  and 
drew  a  deep  inaudible  sigh.  Sue  laughed,  faint- 
ly, not  quite  comprehending,  thinking  Laura 
such  an  odd  girl.  Captain  Tom  alone,  approved. 
He  turned  his  bronzed  face  toward  her  and  said : 

"  How  unlike  American  girls  you  are,  Laura ! 
You  remind  me  of  French  women,  with,  per- 
haps, a  dash  of  the  Celtic  blood.  I  Avas  once 
shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  for  two 
months  was  detained  in  a  wild  shore  country 
where  the  only  habitable  place  was  the  great 
house  of  the  neighborhood  —  Glengarry  Hall. 
With  true  Irish  hospitality  they  insisted  upon 
entertaining  me ;  and  entertainment  it  indeed 
was.  The  father,  the  head  of  the  family,  was  a 
true  Celt ;  but  his  wife  was  a  French  lady.  The 
sons  and  daughters  partook  of  both  natures ;  and 
such  a  combination !  Frank,  enthusiastic,  and 
full  of  all  sorts  of  arch  perception,  they  kept  you 
literally  alive  in  every  faculty.  But  the  girls 
were  so  honest ;  that  was  the  peculiarity.  They 
would  talk  so  heartily  and  earnestly  about  things 
our  girls  blush  over;  just  as  you  have  now, 
Laura." 

Little  Sue  looked  uneasy  at  this  outright 
praise,  in  which  she  had  np  share,  and  Harr}' 
glanced  quickly,  with  his  old  susj)icion,  from  the 
bronze  face  to  the  fair  one  opposite;  but  Laura 
heeded  nothing  of  this  observation.  The  sym- 
pathetic sense  of  her,  so  cordially  expressed, 
warmed  her  heart  like  wine,  and  made  her  for 
the  moment  unconscious  of  the  other's  want  of 
sympathy.  But  Sue  brought  her  back  in  an- 
other moment. 

"You  see  how  you  have  made  Tom  appre- 
ciate you,  Laura!"  she  said,  with  an  uneasy  at- 
tempt at  fun. 

Laura  elevated  her  eyebrows.  ' '  I  don't  77iake 
any  body  do  any  thing,  Sue,"  she  answered,  and 
then  she  rose  up,  pulled  her  shawl  about  her, 
shivered  a  little,  and  said  in  quite  another  voice : 
"  The  wind  has  changed,  I  am  getting  cold." 
Whereat  they  all  rose,  and,  by  tacit  consent, 
turned  homeward. 

This  was  the  last  time  Laura  ever  sat  upon 
the  rocks  there  with  Harry  and  his  sister,  and 
Captain  Tom.  The  next  day  brought  Emily 
Mayhew,  and  Emily  Mayhew  brought  with  her 
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the  grand  project  which  changed  every  thing  so 
before  another  summer.  This  project  was,  that 
Laura  should  spend  the  winter  with  her  at  Wash- 
ington. It  was  the  year  Mr.  Mayhew  was  in 
Congress. 

"Father  and  mother  both  said  I  must  not 
come  back  without  you,  Laura." 

"But,  Emily,  I  haven't- a  thing  suitable  to 
wear ;  and  I  will  not  go  unless — " 

"  Unless  you  are  as  fine  as  any  body,  eh  ?" 
"Just  that,  Em.     You  know  I  must  be  well 
dressed  to  feel  contented." 

"But  your  mother  will  let  you  do  any  thing." 
"  Ye-s,  perhaps  ;  but  I  don't  feel  as  if  it  were 
just  right  for  me  to  spend  so  much.  And  this 
would  seem  so  very  much  to  mother,  merely  for 
clothes.  I  know  how  it  would  be.  She  would 
think  she  must  economize  in  some  way.  So  she 
would  make  herself  uncomfortable,  I  know." 

But  Emily  Mayhew  had  a  fertile  brain.  She 
fell  into  silence  and  thought.     At  last : 

"Look  here,  Laura,  I  can  manage  it.  You 
needn't  buy  a  thing  scarcely,  and  yet  you  can 
be  better  dressed  than  any  girl  there." 

"What?"  and  Laura's  eyes  were  large  with 
surprise. 

"No,  not  a  thing.  You  have  forgotten,  but 
I  remember  the  loads  of  lovely  things  your  fa- 
ther brought  home  from  Marseilles,  and  Canton, 
and  India.  Your  mother  showed  them  to  me, 
you  know,  that  summer  I  visited  here.  She 
said  :  '  Some  day  Laura  will  have  these.'  Why 
not  have  them  now,  Laura?" 

And  the  girl-planner  sparkled  with  her  new 
idea.     Laura,  too,  caught  it  like  flame. 

Thus,  full  armed,  they  broached  the  subject 
to  Mrs.  Wingate.  She  looked  grave.  She  hesi- 
tated. She  brought  up  all  the  obstacles  in  the 
world,  which  these  two  overruled  with  the  readi- 
ness of  youth.     Finally  the  Captain  said  : 

"Oh  let  her  go,  let  her  go.  Miss  Wingate. 
She  can't  be  young  but  once." 

And  so  at  last  it  was  decided.  She  was  to 
go.  Then  Emily  Mayhew  had  a  revel  over 
those  "  loads  of  lovely  things." 

There  was  a  blue  crepe  from  Canton,  sprinkled 
all  over  with  little  white  silk  stars.  Emily  held 
it  up  against  the  bright  complexion  of  Laura, 
and  shrieked  with  delight  at  the  effect.  A  white 
India  muslin  made  her  rave.  Then  there  was 
pink  and  white  coral :  queer  ornaments  of 
strange  woods,  spicy  and  foreign,  with  settings 
of  gold ;  and  chains  of  lovely  Venetian  shells, 
fit  for  a  mermaid  to  wear  at  her  wedding. 

"  Oh  I  never,  never  did!""  sighed  Emily,  fresh 
from  her  city  ennui^  in  a  rapture  over  these  treas- 
ures. "And  how  came  the  Captain  to  get 
them?" 

"Oh,  sailors  are  always  bringing  things  from 
over  seas ;  and  he  said  he  knew  I'd  grow  up  to 
want  them." 

"  The  old  darling !"  and  Emily  still  unfolded. 

She  found  shawls  fit  for  a  princess.     Two  or 

three  silks  that  would  "stand  alone,"  and  odd 

out-of-the-way  finery  that  would  transform 

Laura,  as  she  had  said,  into  the  best  dressed 


girl  in  Washington.  Then  Emily  Mayhew  did 
for  Laura  what  she  wouldn't  do  for  herself,  and 
thought  there  never  was  such  a  frolic.  It  was 
as  good  as  getting  up  theatricals.  She  cut, 
fitted,  and  helped  Laura  and  Abigail  Beam  us, 
the  country  seamstress,  to  get  up  that  unique 
wardrobe  in  a  style  of  fashion  and  taste  that  did 
credit  to  her  memory  and  imitation.  And  this 
was  the  way  that  Laura  came  to  be — yes,  actu- 
ally not  only  the  best  dressed,  but  the  most 
lovely  girl  in  Washington  that  winter. 

Every  body  who  knows  any  thing  about  our 
"society"  at  all,  knows  something  what  Wash- 
ington society  is.  Knows  how  life  runs  rapidly 
on  in  rout  and  revel  and  re'union.  How  the  new 
faces,  the  new  characters,  varied  and  strange, 
flash  before  us  in  quick  succession !  How  one 
gets  glimpses  of  life  and  human  nature  in  a  few 
months  here  one  might  wait  for  a  century  else- 
where !  All  this  "tells."  Upon  those  who  have 
not  strength,  will,  purpose,  it  wreaks  ruin.  They 
become  besotted  with  the  outward  glare  and  gloss 
and  glitter.  They  lose  individuality  and  become 
submerged  ;  lost,  finally,  with  the  thousand  bril- 
liant particles  that  float  down  the  brilliant  stream. 
Otliers  it  educates  merely.  Gives" them  insight, 
penetration,  experience,  which  enriches  and  ma- 
tures. Laura  belonged  to  this  latter  class.  In 
three  months  she  felt  as  if  she  had  lived  three 
years.  In  this  swift  knowledge  there  was  much 
that  was  saddening.  She  had  seen  a  great  deal 
of  social  and  political  intrigue.  Had  tested  a 
good  deal  of  apparent  sincerity.  Had  learned 
a  good  deal  more  of  the  intense  selfishness  of  the 
great  world.  The  beginning  of  the  three  months 
had  found  her  a  bright,  ardent,  enthusiastic  girl, 
with  much  natural  perception,  and  a  wide  fund 
of  belief.  The  end  left  her  as  you  see  her. 
Look !  There  she  stands,  talking  with  Judge 
Wilmington.  She  has  on  that  very  blue  crepe, 
sewn  all  over  with  little  white  silk  stars ;  and  on 
her  head  there  are  those  very  shells  of  Venice, 
shining  and  silvering  their  pearl  opaline  lustre 
into  the  light  of  the  chandeliers.  But  it  is  not 
her  dress  you  want  to  see,  you  saw  that  at  first. 
Not  her  dress,  except  as  in  contrast  to  the  effect 
it  had  three  months  since.  Then  standing  just 
there,  and  as  it  happens  talking  with  just  the 
same  person — Judge  Wilmington — her  face  was 
the  face  of  a  child  in  one  sense — expectant,  be- 
lieving. 

There  has  come  this  change  to  the  face  that 
waits  there  now.  It  is  no  longer  full  of  fresh 
expectation,  no  longer  bright  with  belief.  If 
there  is  expectation  there  in  the  deep  dark  eyes, 
it  is  vague  and  remote.  The  gay  plans  of  youth 
have  given  way  to  the  subtle  knowledge  of  wo- 
manhood. And  for  her  beliefs,  she  still  believes 
in  God  and  humanity.  For  individual  beliefs ; 
alas  how  much  is  left  to  us,  after  that  first  never- 
doubting  season !  Do  not  think  this  is  an  ex- 
aggeration ;  that  this  is  an  unnatural  rapidity  of 
experience  and  change.  It  is  not,  I  do  assure 
you.  There  are  times  when  we  take  long  leaps 
in  life,  and  others  where  for  years  we  seem  to 
float  on  in  the  same  current.     Tliis  long  leap 
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had  come  to  Laura,  when  months  stand  for 
years. 

Judge  Wilmington,  whohad  been  an  old  friend 
all  these  three  months,  had  been  watching  her 
face.     Once  she  gave  a  little  low  sigh. 

"What  is  it,  Miss  Laura?"  he  asked. 

She  laughed  then.  "I  don't  know,  I  am 
sure." 

"Then  I  know  better  than  you  do;"  and  he 
told  her  just  the  conclusions  we  have  told. 

"And  you  find  it  so  hollow,  you  are  a  little 
tired  of  it  all ,  and  more  than  that,  you  arc  sad- 
dened and  surprised  at  such  a  view  of  the  world. 
By-and-by  you  will  get  used  to  it,  my  child,  and 
then  you  will  see  more  clearly  the  simple  unos- 
tentatious goodness  that  lies  at  the  depths  of 
some  hearts.  Miss  Laura,  do  you  remember  a 
story  you  were  reading  the  other  evening? — it 
was  one  of  Thackeray's — I  read  it  myself  not 
long  ago,  and  I  remember  a  few  words  in  it  very 
well.  '  Do  we  know  any  body  ?  Ah !  dear  me, 
we  are  most  of  us  very  lonely  in  the  world.  You 
who  have  any  who  love  you,  cling  to  them  and 
thank  God.'" 

Laura's  face  softened.  She  did  not  speak, 
but  she  thought  of  a  great  kitchen,  miles  and 
miles  away,  where  every  thing  was  in  contrast 
to  the  splendor  before  her  now,  but  where  she 
knew  that  those  who  sat  before  the  blazing  fire 
upon  the  hearth  were  thinking  of  her  with  con- 
stant love.  "  You  who  have  any  who  love  you, 
cling  to  them  and  thank  God." 

Perhaps  Laura  in  her  heart  thanked  Him  as 
she  thought.  Perhaps,  too,  she  felt  a  little  sad 
and  ashamed  that  for  so  many,  many  weeks  she 
had  looked  upon  this  hollow  splendor  with  a 
feverish  delight  that  made  her  think  regretfully 
of  the  time  when  she  must  exchange  it  for  the 
dull  quiet  of  her  country  home. 

Judge  Wilmington,  who  had  taken  a  great 
fancy  to  this  honest  little  girl  from  the  first,  and 
had  watched  her  career  these  three  months,  was 
now  watching  and  reading  her  expression.  Pres- 
ently he  said  to  her : 

"Miss  Laura,  you  have  tried  all  these  gay 
people ;  you  have  seen  all  the  splendid  youths 
who  appeared  to  carry  every  virtue  and  grace  of 
character  behind  those  fascinating  exteriors  of 
broadcloth  and  fine  linen.  Now  I  want  you  to 
see  and  to  know  a  friend  of  mine.  He  is  not 
very  handsome — he  is  not  at  all  fashionable — no- 
thing like  those  young  princes  in  rose-colored 
cravats  and  diamond  shirt-studs  opposite  us. 
There,  one  of  them  is  eying  me  now,  as  if  he 
thought  I  had  no  business  to  this  place  beside 
you.  Shall  I  go  over  and  tell  him  I  will  give  it 
up  to  him,  or  shall  I  bring  this  friend  of  mine. 
Miss  Laura?"  i 

"  You  will  bring  your  friend  before  any  body," 
answered  Laura,  laughing  at  the  old  Judge's 
quaint  fun,  but  quite  in  earnest  to  see  this 
friend. 

So  the  "friend"  was  brought.  Laura  saw  him 
leave  off  talking  to  the  gentleman  he  was  stand- 
ing with  as  the  Judge  said  something  to  him  j 
and  she  fancied  it  was  more  to  please  the  Judge 


than  from  any  desire  of  his  own.  This  was 
quite  natural  for  a  man  no  longer  in  his  first 
youth,  but  the  young  girl  was  nevertheless  a 
little  piqued  while  she  owned  its  justice.  As 
he  stood  before  her  she  saw  a  man  certainly  not 
very  handsome — not  at  all  fashionable — but  he 
looked  the  gentleman,  and  there  was  power  in 
the  quiet  face  with  its  slightly  weary  expression. 
His  manner  was  kind,  and  full  of  the  simple  ease 
of  a  man  who  had  met  the  world  ;  but  Laura  felt 
the  lack  of  interest,  perhaps  the  empressement 
which  had  characterized  the  manners  of  the 
men  she  had  seen  in  this  Washington  society. 
Men  who  had  possibly  formed  their  model  upon 
the  character  of  him  who,  years  before,  dazzled 
the  heads  and  carried  captive  the  hearts  of  a 
great  portion  of  this  Washington  society;  and 
whose  secret  of  popularity  with  women  was  said 
to  be  that  every  woman  with  whom  he  talked 
seemed  to  be  for  that  time  the  only  woman  in 
the  world  to  him.  But  the  grave  gentleman 
who  stood  talking  now  with  Laura  Wingate  had 
taken  for  his  model  in  no  particular  the  charac- 
ter of  this  American  courtier.  His  words  were 
pleasant  but  his  air  was  a  little  abstracted,  which 
piqued  Laura  and  made  her  feel  uncomfortable 
and  at  disadvantage.  In  short,  they  didn't  get 
on  comfortably  together  at  all,  and  when  there 
came  sauntering  by  one  of  those  youths  in  a 
rose-colored  cravat  Laura  welcomed  him  with  re- 
lief, and  Mr.  Shafton  rejoined  his  friends  across 
the  room,  probably  wondering  what  Judge  Wil- 
mington had  carried  him  away  to  bore  this  little 
girl  for.  The  Judge  had  watched  the  whole 
scene  with  a  mixture  of  vexation  and  amuse- 
ment; and  he  said  to  himself,  half  laughing,  as 
he  saw  the  end  of  his  plan  : 

"  Well,  -well,  that  comes  of  an  old  fellow  like 
me  meddling  with  such  things.  I've  been  a 
bungler." 

However,  he  managed  in  his  disappointment 
to  bungle  a  little  more  before  he  was  through 
with  It,  He  couldn't  abide  the  rose-colored 
cravat  species,  and  as  soon  as  possible  he  found 
time  to  draw  Laura  aside,  and  say  to  her,  re- 
proachfully ; 

"How  could  you  send  Shafton  off  for  that 
pink  and  white  boy.  Miss  Laura  ?" 

And  Laura  answered  with  a  good  deal  of  spirit : 

"Mr.  Shafton  did  not  wait  to  be  sent  off.  He 
condescended  to  me  just  as  long  as  his  politeness 
could  endure  it;  and  I  am  not  sure  that  he 
didn't  at  last,  by  some  free-masonry,  summon 
Tommy  Peyton  to  the  rescue." 

"  There's  no  free-masonry  between  such  men 
as  James  Shafton  and  Tommy  Peyton,  jVIiss 
Laura,"  retorted  the  Judge,  with  grim  humor; 
and  Laura,  vexed,  and  mortified,  and  weary, 
felt  ill-used  and  "  out  of  sorts"  with  every  body. 
She  went  home  with  a  new  distrust  of  herself. 
Humiliated  and  abashed  she  sat  in  judgment  on 
herself      I  dare  say  it  was  good  for  her. 

"Here  have  I  been,"  she  thought,  "very 
scornful  of  the  froth  and  foam  of  society,  bu;. 
when  the  solids  are  placed  before  me  I  don't 
know  any  thing  what  to  do  with  them.     I  be- 
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lieve  I  have  been  vain  and  arrogant,  and  over- 
rated myself."  And  then  a  little  twinge  of  girl-, 
ish  pique  would  rise  again,  and — ''But  I  don't 
like  that  Mr.  Shafton  any  way,  he  was  self- 
absorbed  and  stupid,  and  it  was  all  his  fault," 
she  would  declare.  And  she  really  thought  she 
didn't  like  him.  So  the  time  went  by,  and  this 
sensitive  little  girl,  from  that  one  humiliation  of 
finding  herself  awkward  and  ill  at  ease,  and 
with  not  a  thing  to  say,  became  shy  of  the 
"solid"  people,  and  let  herself  drift  down  the 
gayer  current  with  all  her  aspirations  for  a 
highei^  and  nobler  life  aching  out  of  sight.  This 
kind  of  excitement  now  had  lost  its  freshness  for 
her — therefore  it  had  lost  zest.  It  was  all  very 
wearisome  and  unsatisfying ;  but  with  a  kind  of 
despair  of  any  thing  better  in  the  midst  of  this 
vortex  she  yielded  to  it,  from  day  to  day,  from 
night  to  night,  when  suddenly  the  merest  acci- 
dent helped  her  to  a  change. 

It  was  at  a  crowded  reception  somewhere,  and 
there  was  such  a  jam  in  the  cloak-room  at  the 
time  of  their  departure  that  she  stepped  into  an 
ante-room  outside,  to  wait  for  the  Mayhews, 
who  were  still  in  the  melee  of  shawls  and  wraps. 
She  had  waited  a  long  time,  she  thought,  and 
wondered  they  did  not  appear.  It  was  getting 
rather  annoying,  too ;  for  the  crowd  was  thin- 
ning, and  one  or  two  young  men  had  passed  her 
more  than  once  with  impertinent  stares  of  ad- 
miration. All  in  a  moment  it  occurred  to  her 
that  there  was  another  door  opening  from  the 
dressing-room  into  the  hall  opposite  ;  and  in  dis- 
may she  realized  her  situation.  The  Mayhews 
had  gone  out  on  that  side,  and  supposed  that  she 
was  safely  in  charge  of  the  Wilmingtons,  who 
had  frequently  taken  her  home. 

What  should  she  do  ?  How  extricate  herself 
from  this  painful  position  ?  Oh,  if  some  famil- 
iar face  would  appear  in  the  throng ! — even  Tom- 
my Peyton's,  of  which  she  had  been  so  weary 
not  an  hour  ago.  Every  moment  it  was  grow- 
ing worse  ;  for  most  of  the  ladies  had  gone,  and 
the  crowd  was  rapidly  thinning.  She  drew  her 
hood  closer,  and  looked  about  her  in  despair. 
Thank  Heaven  !  there  was  a  familiar  face.  It 
seemed  to  her  like  her  best  friend's  then.  Every 
thing  was  forgotten  but  this  feeling  of  relief.  She 
started  forward  with  outstretched  hands,  and  a 
smile  upon  her  lips. 

"Oh,  Mr.  Sliafton  !  Mr.  Shafton  !" 

He  came  toward  her  with  some  surprise ;  but 
a  few  words  made  him  comprehend  her  situa- 
tion. In  the  most  simple,  cordial  manner  he 
manifested  his  care  for  her.  The  night  was  cold, 
and  there  was  a  storm  coming  on.  Already  the 
ground  was  white  with  snow,  and  the  wind  blew 
the  fine  icy  particles  in  their  faces  as  they 
emerged  from  the  doorway.  Not  a  carriage  was 
to  be  obtained,  and  the  distance  was  more  than 
a  mile.  Her  companion  stopped  for  a  moment 
at  this  view  of  things,  and  looked  disturbed. 
He  glanced  down  at  her  feet.  "  Have  you  over- 
shoes on  ?"  he  asked.  She  put  out  a  white  slip- 
per, shining  with  satin  ribbon  and  pearl  shells, 
and  laughed. 
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"And  no  covering  but  this?"  touching  the 
silk  cloak. 

"We  rode,  you  know,  and  made  no  allow- 
ance for  accidents.  But  I  am  not  delicate,  Mr. 
Shafton  ;  I  have  been  drenched  through  often 
down  on  our  shores  at  Derry." 

"But  you  are  not  at  Derry  now.  The  at- 
mosphere here  at  Washington  is  a  blight  for 
those  unaccustomed  to  it,"  he  answered,  quickly. 
' '  But  I  can  do  something  for  you ;  you  must 
wear  this:"  and  he  removed  the  cape  from  his 
cloak  and  put  it  over  her  shoulders.  "Now," 
he  said,  "I  shall  make  you  walk  very  briskly; 
that  is  the  best  safeguard  there  is  for  you." 

He  was  true  to  his  word.  So  swiftly  did  he 
urge  her  along  that  she  had  some  ado  to  keep 
up  with  him.     Once  he  remarked : 

"I  dare  say  this  is  a  difficult  pace  for  you, 
but  it  may  keep  you  from  a  chill."  Then  sev- 
eral times  he  spoke  to  ask  her  if  she  suffered 
from  cold.  There  was  little  else  said  ;  for  their 
rapid  motion  and  the  driving  snow  were  not  fa- 
vorable to  talk.  But  Laura  did  not  find  fault 
with  him  now. 

Arrived  at  last  at  the  Mayhews',  she  found 
them,  as  she  conjectured,  quite  easy  about  her, 
supposing  that  she  had  gone  home  with  the  Wil- 
mingtons. Mr.  Shafton  followed  her  in,  and 
astonished  them,  first  by  his  presence,  and  then 
by  his  explanation  of  it.  "And  you  walked 
home,  Laura,  in  those  slippers!"  ejaculated  Em- 
ily, in  dismay.  Laura  put  forth  two  little  dingy 
drenched  feet,  that  were  so  spotless  a  few  hours 
before,  and  laughed  gayly  at  Emily's  fears. 

"You'll  catch  your  death,  child,"  sighed  Era- 

"  Oh  no,  Em,  I'm  all  in  a  glow.  Mr.  Shaf- 
ton made  me  run  every  bit  of  the  way."  Even 
Mr.  Shafton  laughed  here,  but  the  next  thing  he 
said,  quite  peremptorily  and  gravely  : 

"The  only  thing  to  be  done  now  is  to  take 
the  strongest  precautions.  She  should  have" — 
turning  to  Mrs.  Mayhew — "a  warm  bath  and 
some  hot  spiced-wine  before  she  goes  to  bed; 
and  even  with  this,  I  am  sadly  afraid,  my  dear 
young  lady,  that  you  won't  escape  an  influenza." 

In  another  moment  he  had  made  his  adieux 
and  departed;  and  over  her  hot  spiced-wine, 
after  her  bath,  Laura  merrily  related  her  adven- 
ture, and  laughed  gnyly  at  Emily,  who  predicted 
that  Mr.  Shafton  was  to  be  her  "  hero,"  in  con- 
sideration, as  she  termed  it,  of  this  romantic 
event. 

"Romantic!  do  you  call  it  romantic,  Em? 
I  protest  I  can't  see  the  romance  of  racing  home 
over  a  mile  of  wet  pavement  beside  a  gentleman 
who  never  opens  his  lips  but  to  ask  some  neces- 
sary question.  It  was  kind,  I  allow,  but  not 
romantic." 

"  I  suppose  you  would  have  been  better  pleased 
to  have  made  a  pretty  stroll  of  it,  oblivious  of 
coughs,  and  colds,  and  cramps.  To  have  had 
your  cavalier  perfectly  indifferent  to  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  night,  while  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  happy  chance  of  making  your  acquaintance, 
which  he  should  proceed  to  accomplish  by  leis- 
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urely  bringing  up  all  the  sentimental  subjects, 
comparing  notes  on  favorite  authors,  discussing 
elective  aflinities,  etc.  He  might  have  varied 
it  occasionally  by  admiring  the  feet  that,  '  be- 
neath her  petticoat,' 

'  Like  little  mice  stole  in  and  out.' 
Very  wet  feet  they  must  have  been  too  ;  but  you 
would  both  of  you  have  been  sublimely  disre- 
gardfulof  that.'"' 

Laura  laughed.  "  Em,  go  to  bed.  You  are 
too  funny  ;  I  sha'n't  sleep  to-night ;  but  for  the 
last  word  I  declare  that  Mr.  Shafton  isn't  my 
*hero.'  Why,  Em,  he's  middle-aged,  he  talks 
to  himself,  and  he  treats  me  like  a  grand-daugh- 
ter." 

Emily  elevated  her  eyebrows,  and  answered 
out  of  pure  fun  : 

"Well,  you  see  ifthis  middle-aged  man  doesn't 
rush  round  to-morrow  to  inquire  how  you  are." 

But  she  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  Shafton  did  not  rush  round  on  the  mor- 
row. He  met  Mr.  May  hew  on  the  street,  how- 
ever, and  inquired  how  "that  little  girl"  was 
after  her  wet  feet.  And  two  or  three  days  fol- 
lowing Laura  was  out  walking,  and  he  crossed 
over  to  meet  her,  smiling  down  upon  her,  and 
saying,  "  So  the -wetting  did  no  harm?  The  air 
of  Derry  must  make  fine  constitutions." 

A  word  or  two  more  and  he  went  on,  bowing 
pleasantly  but  with  that  half-abstracted  manner 
which  Laura  had  noticed  at  first.  She  no  lon- 
ger blamed  him  as  self-absorbed  and  stupid ;  but 
he  was  still  "  middle-aged,"  and  treated  her 
"  like  a  grand-daughter, "  she  thought.  But  that 
evening  at  a  levee  he  came  to  her  and  began 
asking  her  about  Derry.  He  had  spent  a  summer 
there,  years  ago,  and  was  full  of  interest.  By- 
and-by  Laura  discovered  that  she  was  talking  in 
the  most  unreserved  manner  of  her  home  and 
home  pursuits,  and  that  he  was  listening  earn- 
estly, or  replying  with  warmth  and  respect,  as  if 
her  opinions  and  experiences  were  of  value  to 
him. 

"  Well,"  said  Judge  Wilmington,  as  she  pass- 
ed him  at  the  latter  part  of  the  evening — "you 
don't  dislike  my  friend  on  longer  acquaintance 
80  much  do  you  ?" 

"Oh  no,  I  like  him." 

"  What  do  you  say  then  to  coming  to  my 
house  to-morrow,  to  dine  with  him  and  three  or 
four  more  old  fogies  like  him,  Miss  Laura  ? 
Mind  now,  there'll  not  be  a  pink  cravat  among 
them." 

She  nodded,  laughing, 

"I'll  come,  I'll  come." 

She  went,  and  found  herself  in  the  choicest 
society.  Men  of  letters  and  travel,  chance  visit- 
ors most  of  them,  full  of  wit  and  overflowing 
with  mellow  experience.  Mr.  Shafton  was  clear- 
ly at  home  in  this  society ;  and  Laura  listened 
with  amazement  at  his  gayety  and  exuberance  of 
fine  spirits  j  but  it  was  the  gayety  of  a  man,  and 
not  a  boy.  Later,  she  could  not  help  being 
gratified  as  he  left  brilliant  and  mature  women 
to  talk  with  her. 

She  met  him  a  good  deal  affor  this,  and  he 


became  a  visitor  at  the  Mayhews.  A  friend  of 
the  family's,  he  was  her  friend  too.  Kind, 
thoughtful,  and  sympathetic,  though  twentv 
years  apart  from  her,  she  found  that  he  under- 
stood every  least  shade  of  feeling  that  she  ever 
half  expressed.  She  forgot  the  "grand-daugh- 
ter" treatment,  forgot  her  past  annoyance,  and 
began  to  regard  him  as  such  a  "  splendid  friend." 

There  was  about  Mr.  Shafton  nothing  of  that 
air  of  conscious  masculinity  which  always  car- 
ries with  it  the  possibility  of  a  suitor.  He  had 
that  simple  manly  sincerity  of  nature  and  ac- 
tion which  is  devoid  of  vanity,  and  which  in- 
vites confidence.  Acquaintance,  then,  with  him 
was  so  freely  natural,  so  earnest,  and  unembar- 
rassed, that  it  must  have  been  a  much  vainer 
girl  than  Laura  to  have  speculated  upon  bis 
preferences.  And  if  he  had  this  effect,  it  was 
not  strange  that  it  should  go  still  deeper  and 
make  her  unconscious  of  herself. 

A  month  passed  in  this  way.  Occasionally 
Judge  Wilmington  would  say  to  her : 

* '  I'm  glad  you  appreciate  Mr.  Shafton,  Miss 
Laura." 

And  Laura  would  answer,  honestly, 

"Oh,  I  like  him  veiy,  very  much." 

So  occupied  was  she  by  this  "splendid  friend" 
she  forgot  her  "hero;"  but  there  came  a  day 
when  she  found  him.  It  was  at  one  of  those 
choice  dinner  parties  which  Judge  Wilmington 
— who  knew  every  body  worth  knowing  who 
came  and  went — had  the  happy  faculty  of  get- 
ting up. 

Laura  in  the  drawing-room  after  dinner  made 
one  of  a  group  of  three,  partly  by  chance,  partly 
by  choice,  as  such  groupings  come.  There  was 
Mr.  Shafton,  a  Mr.  Hunter,  and  herself  to  form 
the  group.  At  first  the  talk  included  her,  and 
though  these  two  were  so  much  beyond  her  in 
years  and  experience,  she  felt  at  ease,  and  ex- 
pressed her  thought  readily.  But,  as  was  natu- 
ral, she  became  a  listener  at  last.  It  was  one 
of  those  rare  bits  of  conversation  that  sometimes 
flow  out  to  the  one  or  two  in  the  corners  of  fes- 
tive rooms,  while  all  around  and  about  there  is 
the  gay  bustle  of  the  occasion.  The  subject  hap- 
pened to  be  now  some  point  of  philosophy,  in- 
volving a  point  of '^humanity,  u])on  which  the 
two  gentlemen  differed.  Mr.  Shafton  at  last, 
with  an  earnestness  that  had  in  it  a  noble  ten- 
derness— for  he  was  urging  the  protection  of  the 
weak  against  the  strong — presented  his  views  at 
length.  His  voice  grew  soft  and  persuasive,  with 
a  melancholy  cadence  in  it,  as  if  the  injustice 
of  the  world  o])pressed  him  and  made  him  de- 
spairing; and  his  manner,  though  decided  and 
believing,  was  tinged  with  the  sadness  which 
the  knowledge  of  another's  unbelief  upon  a  vital 
question  is  sure  to  bring  to  one  whose  nature  and 
whose  habit  it  is  to  look  deeply  and  closely  into 
life. 

And  Laura  listened  to  this  earnest  plea,  into 
which  all  the  fervor  of  the  speaker's  heart  was 
flowing,  with  a  rapt  attention  that  made  her  face 
eloquent  of  all  her  admiration  and  appreciation, 
botli  for  the  speaker  and  his  words.      She  hatl 
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quite  forgotten  herself;  she  was  lost  in  the  ten- 
der and  heroic  atmosphere  that  her  fancy  had 
evolved  from  what  she  heard,  when,  as  if  the  in- 
tensity of  her  gaze  had  something  magnetic  in 
it,  Mr.  Shafton  suddenly  turned,  in  the  midst 
of  a  sentence,  and  met  her  eyes.  He  started, 
paused  a  moment — just  a  breathing-space  while 
his  glance  held  hers — then  went  swiftly  on  to 
the  end.  And  in  that  moment  the  truth  flash- 
ed upon  Laura.     This  was  her  "  hero." 

"I  have  never  looked  upon  his  face,  but  I 
shall  know  him  when  he  comes!" 

Did  she  remember  these  sure  words  she  had 
once  spoken  ;  and  that  she  had  looked  upon  his 
face  many,  many  times,  and  never  known  it 
until  now?  There  was  not  chance  for  much 
thought,  for  the  end  came  swiftly.  There  was 
a  few  more  words  of  the  conversation ;  then  Mr. 
Hunter  rose,  dropping  the  discussion.  He  had 
seen  the  look,  he  had  marked  the  break  in  his 
companion's  voice,  and  knew  that  something 
more  was  pending  than  the  matter  in  hand. 

And  Laura  was  alone  with  her  "  hero,"  though 
in  the  midst  of  a  festive  company :  for  the  gay 
hum  of  voices,  and  the  sweet  clangor  of  music, 
the  movement  and  murmur,  filled  the  room  with 
sound  and  stir,  and  left  them  the  magic  seclu- 
sion that  lurks  in  the  midst  of  a  multitude.  He 
bent  down  as  Mr.  Hunter  left  them,  and  picked 
up  the  little  glove  she  had  dropped.  When  he 
lifted  his  head  his  glance  again  sought  hers. 
Holding  the  little  glove  as  gently  as  he  might 
have  held  the  little  hand,  he  said,  lowly : 

* '  In  my  youth  I  read  an  old  German  story  of 
a  man  who  for  years  had  been  hunting  for  a  cer- 
tain precious  pearl  whose  magic  should  end  his 
wanderings  and  crown  his  life  with  joy.  Once 
or  twice  he  fancied  he  had  found  it,  but  time 
proved  him  mistaken.  At  last,  when  he  had 
relinquished  the  hope  and  the  search,  and  re- 
signed himself  to  his  fate,  he  saw  shining  before 
him,  one  dark  and  stormy  night,  the  treasure 
for  which  he  had  searched  so  long.  But  youth 
was  gone,  and  with  it  youth's  fresh  and  gallant 
bearing.  How  then  could  he  hope  tliat  so  fresh 
and  lovely  a  thing  would  consent  to  shine  upon 
his  bosom? — Laura,  I  can  not  tell  the  end  of 
the  story,  can  you?" 

"The  end  is  what  you  care  to  have  it,"  an- 
swered Laura,  softly. 

The  tender  clangor  of  the  music  around, 
about,  and  above  them  burst  forth  in  fuller 
measures  here.  Triumphal  strains  that  drown- 
ed the  clamor  and  hum  of  the  gay  voices,  and 
bore  upon  its  resistless  tide  the  burden  of  a  bliss- 
ful tale,  old  as  the  world  yet  forever  new. 

"  I  told  you  he  was  to  be  your  '  hero,'  Laura," 
laughed  Emily  Mayhew,  jubilant  over  her  con- 
gratulations. 

And  Judge  Wilmington,  after  saying  hearty 
words  of  approval,  said,  at  last :  "  This  is  better 
than  a  pink  cravat,  Laura,  isn't  it?" 

And  better  than  all,  the  old  couple  down  on 
the  shores  of  Derry  were  well  pleased  with  this 
"hero."     They  recognized  him  to  be  what  he 


was — one  of  the  woiid's  true  men :  and  they 
knew  that  Laura's  heart  would  never  grow  astray 
from  them  under  his  influence. 

Sue  Mills,  looking  at  her  young  and  hand- 
some lover,  couldn't  understand  how  Laura  could 
make  a  hero  of  that  quiet,  grave  man  who  was 
no  longer  young. 

Her  brother  understood  it  better.  Harrv 
Mills  was  candid  enough  to  confess  to  himself, 
as  he  looked  at  this  quiet,  grave  man,  that  Laura 
had  been  clearer-minded  than  be  thought. 

Ehody  enjoyed  the  affair  after  her  fashion. 

"To  think,"  she  said,  with  mock  humility, 
to  the  gossips — and  her  voice,  in*  spite  of  her 
demure  efforts,  had  a  savor  of  triumph — "to 
think  that  our  Laury  should  a'  married  one  o' 
them  high-headed  city  lawyers ;  and  she  ain't  a 
bit  sot  up,  nuther.  I  tell  yew ;  gim  me  a  raal 
downright  sensible  Yankee  girl,  with  a  good  ed- 
dication,  and  nothin'  can  spile  'em." 

With  which  sensible  conclusion  of  Rhody's 
let  us  leave  Laura  and  her  "hero." 


SOUNDINGS. 

IT  was  a  charming  day  for  the  last  week  of  the 
old  year.  The  sky  was  as  blue  and  cloud- 
less, and  the  air  as  balmy,  as  if  it  was  a  sweet 
May  morning ;  but,  the  sea,  voila  une  autre 
chose. 

There  must  have  been  very  heavy  storms  to 
the  southward  ;  for  the  waves  came  rolling  on, 
one  over  another,  with  such  fierce  impetuosity, 
that  the  steamer  was  tossed  here  and  there  as  if 
old  Neptune  disdained  a  toy  so  tarnished  and 
weather-beaten  as  our  steamer  appeared.  Ir 
was,  indeed,  an  epitome  of  Life  on  board  that 
day,  so  turbulent,  belligerent,  restive;  so  very 
dissatisfied,  and  yet  so  weary  of  tossing  and 
rolling.  But  when  I  looked  up  to  that  lovely 
sky,  the  heart  trembled  at  the  thought  of  Who 
was  beyond,  the  horror  of  ingratitude  made  me 
shudder,  and  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  fell  from 
my  lips,  prompted  sincerely  from  the  heart,  for 
the  safety  of  the  voyage  thus  far,  though  rougii 
and  very  stormy  at  times. 

But  what  gladness  overspread  every  coun- 
tenance when  we  saw  preparations  made  for 
"sounding"  —  sending  that  leaden  plummet 
down  to  the  bottom,  to  tell  us  of  the  myster- 
ies and  the  wonders  of  this  shallow  water  in 
comparison  to  the  deep,  deep  soundings  made  by 
scientific  men.  I  crept  up  to  the  captain's  side 
and  whispered  my  request : 

"Might  I  have  the  soundings  when  he  was 
done  with  them  ?" 

He  stared  a  moment  at  me  with  his  hand- 
some and  benevolent  eyes,  fixed  doubtingly  upon 
me. 

' '  I  feel  desirous  of  testing  them  with  the 
microscope,"  I  answered. 

"  Oh,  I  see,  I  see  !"  he  replied.  "  Certainly, 
you  shall  have  them  as  well  preserved  as  possi- 
ble;" and  most  admirably  he  kept  his  word. 

In  course  of  time  the  plates  were  sent  mc 
with  the  square  bits  of  paper  marked  most  care- 
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fully,  and  I  propose  to  place  before  you  the  con- 
tents of  some  of  these  square  bits.  Many  con- 
tained no  animal  or  vegetable  life  ;  nothing  but 
the  de'bris  of  small  calcareous  shells  in  very  mi- 
nute atoms,  and  gravel  of  no  particular  forma- 
tion, which  would  be  for  the  reader  very  uninter- 
esting, and  for  the  geologist  useless. 

Of  course  you  would  like  to  know  how  I  over- 
came the  difficulties  of  a  scientific  examination 
of  such  atoms,  when  it  was  with  the  greatest 
exertion  we  land  folk  could  stand  at  all.  I 
will  tell  you  how  I  managed.  I  obtained  a 
tumbler  of  sea- water.  I  shut  my  room  door 
and  lighted  two  candles  (I  always  carry  them). 
What  a  scolding  I  should  have  received  had  any 
one  in  authority  popped  his  head  into  my  domi- 
cile just  then! — but  they  did  not.  I  braced  my 
one  candlestick,  and  the  large-mouthed  vial  that 
held  the  other  candle,  tightly  between  the  basin 
and  the  rim  of  the  wash-stand :  I  then  got  out 
my  glasses  and  magnifiers.  No  doubt  man}'  of 
you  remember  scent-bottles  once  used  by  your 
mothers  and  grandmothers,  when  perfumes  were 
very  costly.  These  bottles  are  oval  Avith  rather 
a  large  neck,  made  of  very  pure  glass,  and  so 
compressed  and  flat  that  the  sides  almost  touch 
each  other ;  such  a  bottle  served  at  this  emerg- 
ency as  a  trough  for  these  little  creatures.  I 
filled  the  bottle  with  sea-water.  Upon  watch- 
ing the  diiferent  lumps  of  tallow  I  could  per- 
ceive, by  the  moving  of  their  cilia  (small  bris- 
tles), tentacula,  and  other  signs,  that  some  of 
these  mysterious  creatures  were  alive. 

Now,  how  to  free  them  fi'om  the  tallow  was 
the  next  question.  I  could  see  the  upper  side, 
and  in  some  instances  it  was  all  I  did  see ; 
but  still  the  effort  should  be  made  to  examine 
them  as  completely  as  possible,  and  give  no  one- 
sided view  of  their  proportions.  Consequently 
those  with  which  I  was  at  all  dissatisfied  I  left 
for  some  other  lover  of  the  beautiful  to  find 
and  describe.  After  spending  a  half  hour  in 
forming  suggestions  and  then  rejecting  them, 
I  hit  upon  the  plan  of  heating  the  point  of  a 
needle  with  a  wooden  handle  just  warm  enough 
to  melt  the  tallow,  raising  the  little  atom  by  pass- 
ing the  warm  needle  under  it,  and  transferring 
it  to  a  camel's-hair  brush  it  was  gently  placed 
in  the  flat  bottle  with  sea-water.  Holding  it  up 
under  a  high  power  before  the  candles,  the  move- 
ments (if  there  were  any)  were  easily  perceived  ; 
and  then,  perched  on  a  trunk  braced  between  the 
berth  and  the  wash-stand,  I  delineated  them  with 
as  much  accuracy  as  possible  upon  my  sheet  of 
paper.  Thus,  one  by  one,  shells  and  other  mi- 
nutiae were  conveyed  into  the  flat  bottle.  It 
was  studying  the  beauties  of  Natural  History 
under  great  difficulties;  but  these  added  to  the 
enjoyment. 

I  must  premise  that  these  tiny  creatures 
never  entirely  recovered  their  natural  activity 
and  elasticity.  Some  of  the  tallow  must  haA'e 
adhered  to  them,  and  rendered  the  side  that  was 
downward  stiff,  but  the  upper  side  was  perfect ; 
their  cilia  and  tentacula  were  put  out  and 
drawn  in  on  this  side  with  the  utmost  regulari- 


ty. Afterward,  on  applying  the  microscope,  I 
found  very  little  to  alter  in  my  previous  rough 
draft. 

I  have  been  thus  explicit  that  the  reader  may 

understand  how  my  illustrations  were  obtained. 
We  always  enjoy  such  an  article  as  this  more 
when  we  know  the  process  by  which  it  has  been 
worked  out ;  and  in  a  case  like  this  a  student 
should  be  careful  to  describe  only  what  was 
seen,  and  to  mention  frankly  the  process  adopt- 
ed to  obtain  these  investigations. 

The  soundings  made  by  our  scientific  naval 
officers  with  Brooks's  apparatus,  and  sent  to 
Professors  Ehrenberg  of  Berlin,  and  Bailey  of 
West  Point,  were  taken,  at  the  depth  of  more 
than  two  miles,  from  the  bed  of  the  ocean ; 
while  these  are  from,  comparatively  speaking, 
almost  the  shore,  just  off  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, where  the  coasts  gradually  decline  to  the 
basin  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is  proved  beyond  doubt 
that  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  stillness  and  utter 
inactivity  reign.  The  living  never  go  there,  but 
keep,  as  we  do,  on  the  outer  edge  of  our  grave- 
yards as  long  as  possible,  and  when  they  die  are 
gradually  washed  down,  and  sink  deeper  and 
deeper,  till  they  find  a  resting-place  upon  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean. 

It  is  yet  a  question  to  be  solved  how  far  heat 
and  light  can  penetrate  through  water;  but  these 
little  creatures  can  ascend  to  the  surface,  and  en- 
joy the  blessed  influences  of  light  and  heat,  and 
at  their  own  option  sink  slowly  into  security  at 
such  a  depth  as  our  line  gave.  Thus  there  can 
be  little  doubt  the  shores  around  these  mighty 
oceans,  for  many  fathoms  deep,  serve  as  nurs- 
eries to  fill  up,  in  time,  vast  cemeteries  at  the 
bottom  of  the  oceans — to  save  the  ribs  of  the 
world  from  being  abraded  or  worn  away,  as  all 
things  are  on  land  either  by  water  or  atmospheric 
influences.  But  it  is  time  I  proceed  to  my  il- 
lustrations and  brief  description. 

Figure  1,  I  sup- 
pose, may  be  call- 
•ed  Shells  in  the 
early  process  of 
formation.  They 
were  protected  by 
several  grains  of 
gravel,  Avhich  were 
much  higher  than 
they,  and  they 
must  have  been 
forced  up  into  the 
tallow  by  the  pro- 
cess of  suction. — 
They  were  of  an 
ashy  green,  and  appeared  to  be  dots  of  ooze; 
but  when  they  were  placed  in  the  bottle  of  sea- 
water  they  gradually  threw  out  a  vast  number 
of  cilia,  and  remained  at  the  bottom,  still  ad- 
hering together  for  some  days.  The  shell,  when 
pricked,  was  not  very  solid,  nor  did  it  appear 
calcareous ;  if  so,  there  must  have  been  some 
foreign  coloring  matter  in  their  composition. 
There  were  two  small  black  dots,  elongated  into 
beaks,  from  and  around  which  the  cilia  sprung ; 


Fig.  1. 
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when  drawn  in  they  reposed  in  small  knots  at 
the  mouths  of  the  shells.  The  animal  inside, 
when  picked  out  subsequently,  was  a  long  strip 
of  mucus  or  jelly,  without  a  vestiii,e  of  a  nervous 
system  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hardness 
of  the  shell  I  should  have  concluded  that  they 
were  a  very  minute  species  of  sea-anemone. 

Figure  2  be- 
longs to  the  Pec- 
tin family  as  far 
as  the  shell  is  con- 
cerned; but  the 
odd  little  creat- 
ure that  swam  out 
from  the  shell 
when  thrown  into 
the  sea  -  water 
certainly  does  not 
belong  to  it,  and 
was  doubtless  a 
parasite,  which 
had  intruded  into 
the  home  of  the 
poor  little  Pectin 
There  were  the  re- 
its  row  of  filaments 
of  the   shell       This 


Fig.  2. 


and  dined  at  his  leisure, 
mains  of  a  mantle,  with 
adhering  to  the  interior 
was  rough,  much  abraded  on  the  ribs,  and  very 
coarse,  of  a  dark  Chinese  blue;  the  inside  had 
a  small  dark  spot,  where  the  little  creature  re-» 
posed  when  alive.  This  parasite  moved  slow- 
ly, lashing  the  water  with  its  cilia,  and  a  short 
movement  of  the  tail.  It  was  a  sucking  para- 
site, as  evinced  by  its  long  snout.  Its  nervous 
system  was  very  well  defined.  I  could  not  find 
him  subsequently,  search  as  I  might  in  the  wa- 
ter, every  drop  of  which  I  examined.  I  take 
for  granted  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vial  had  devoured  him 

Figure  3  is  a  variety  of  Clcvi- 
silia,  either  very  old  and 
rubbed,  or  under  immediate 
formation.  I  prefer  the  latter 
supposition  from  the  rude  for- 
mation of  the  entire  moutli 
and  margin  of  the  shell.  The 
last  whorl  is  strikingly  defect- 
ive. There  were  some  rough, 
brown  spots  here  and  there. 
The  shell  had  been  recently 
crushed  at  the  end,  and  no- 
thing could  be  extracted  to  al- 
low a  drawing  of  the  inhabit- 
ant to  be  made.  Some  loose 
cilia  hung  lifeless  from  the 
mouth  of  the  shell  for  which  I 
could  find  no  owner. 

Figure  4  represents  specks 

of  gravel,  all  of  which  on  this 

piece  of  tallow  had  been  abraded 

and  worn  into  cones  of  every 

variety  of  angle.     They  were 

Fig.  3.  principally     quartz.      Among 

these  were  sprinkled  small  red 

particles  (Figure  5),  very  transparent,  which  I 

take  to  be  small  grains  of  garnet  washed  down 


Fig.  4. 


1-ig.  5. 


Fig.  6. 


by  heavy  rains  from  the  land.  They  were  very 
bright  and  dazzling  in  the  sun,  and  threw  off 
exceedingly  brilliant  scintillations. 

Figure  6  be- 
longs to  the 
family  of  Ar- 
cacecv.  —  La- 
marck's genue 
Cuculhti  —  the 
teeth  at  the 
hinge  running 
longitudinal- 
ly instead  of 
horizontally, 
as  they  do  in 
the  true  Area. 
—  The  two 
valves  are  not 
alike.  It  is  covered  with  a  soft,  velvety  fur 
or  hair  of  a  very  dark  brown,  almost  black, 
and  has  a  deep  fringe  all  around  it.  The  in- 
habitant had  evidently  died  very  recently  from 
a  shock.  It  was  almost  transparent,  with  very 
little  appearance  of  a  nervous  system.  The 
long  bristles  projecting  from  the  mouth  I  consid- 
er to  have  acted  as  cilia.  In  their  early  stages 
they  all  more  or  less  have  them.  They  could 
not  feed  themselves  unless  they  had  some  such 
means  of  taking  their  prey.  As  they  mature 
they  cast  off  and  devour  these  bristles  them- 
selves. Underneath  there  was  a  dark  spot,  which 
I  took  to  be  a  foot ;  and  doubtless  it  is  one  in 
formation.  It  had  adhered  so  closely  to  the 
abdomen  that  it  could  not  be  separated.  No 
doubt  the  creature  had  the  power  when  alive 
of  distending  this  portion  of  the  abdomen  so  as 
to  form  a  protuberance,  which  in  time  would  be- 
come a  peduncle  or  foot,  which  would  assist  it 
to  perform  its  various  functions  when  full  grown. 


Figure  7  is,  I  think,  a  variety  o^  AmphishcBna 
■ — aquatic  in  its  habits.  It  was  dead.  The 
body  had  the  same  thickness  throughout,  the 
head  and  the  tail  resembling  each  other  so  ex- 
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actly  that,  except  for  the  bulging  of  the  mem- 
brane which  falls  over  and  conceals  the  eyes, 
you  could  not  toll  which  was  head  or  tail  It 
was  jet  black,  with  the  two  extremities  a  dark 
brown.  Tiiere  were  evidently  some  scales  on  its 
upper  side,  but  so  very  much  amalgamated  that 
I  could  not  trace  their  markings  distinctly. 

Figure  8  is  an  animal  evidently  in  its  larva 
state.  It  was  bright  red,  and  moved  through 
tiie  water  very  slowly  and  awkwardly,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  been  detached  from  either  a  rock 
or  a  ])iece  of  vegetable  matter,  as  it  had  lost  the 
two  hooks  from  its  tail.  The  remnants  were  hang- 
ing to  the  last  segment. 


Fig.  9. 

Figure  9  is  the  half  of  a  Glamus^  but  dark 
and  dingy ;  very  unlike  his  beautiful  confreres 
of  blue  and  silver  found  in  the  Mediterranean. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  plummet  divided  it, 
the  branchiae  with  their  long  fringes  were  so  soft 
and  fresh,  and  the  rupture  appeared  quite  recent. 


Fig.  10. 


Figure  10  represents  grains  of  gravel,  most 
of  which  on  this  piece  of  tallow  had  lost  their 
angles,  and  were  worn  into  seams  and  ribs :  they 
were  principally  quartz. 


Fig.  U. 


Figure  11  is  an  animalcule  The  upper  part 
is  transparent,  the  lower  half  filled  with  a  dark 
fluid.  It  flashed  through  the  water  with  great 
swiftness,  lashing  out  its  cilia  right  and  left, 
and  steering  its  course  by  the  long  bristles  be- 
hind. As  soon  as  it  reached  the  bottom  of  the 
bottle  it  disa])j)eared  in  an  instant.  I  suppose 
it  went  down  head  foremost  into  a  mouth  open 
to  receive  such  a  bonne  bouche. 


Fig.  12. 

Figure  12  is  a  sponge  of  the  Halichondrise 
genus.  The  skeleton  is  supported  by  spiculae, 
which  are  very  silicious.  It  is  very  minute, 
but  very  similar,  if  it  is  not  the  same,  as  is  found 
on  the  English  and  Irish  coasts.  The  two 
specimens  were  attached  to  a  stem  of  sea-weed, 
and  did  not  appear  very  lively. 


o 


Fig.  13. 

Figure  13  is  a  piece  of  mica,  beautifully  trans- 
parent and  bright. 


Fig.  14. 

Figure  14  represents  grains  of  gravel,  their 
angles  being  worn  down  by  friction  ;  they  will 
become  in  time  quite  oval  and  round. 

Figure  15  is  evidently  a  variety  of  Cl'to  in  a 
transition  state,  as  appears  from  the  tentacles 
of  its  mouth.  Tlie  fleshy  lips  were  not  to  be 
seen  as  yet.  In  this  early  stage,  no  doubt,  they 
have  cilia  instead  of  a  tongue.  It  could  hang 
upon  the  side  of  the  bottle  by  the  flat  end  of  its 
tail,  and  swing  the  cilia  in  every  direction,  as 
if  making  a  grand  haul  of  something  more  mi- 
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Fig.  lU. 


Fig.  15. 

nnte  than  itself.     Finally  it  disappeared  as  the 
other  had  done,  and  1  saw  it  no  more. 

Figure  IG 
represents  the 
largest  ])ebble 
brou;,dit  uj)  by 
the  lead.  It  is 
about  a  quarter 
of  an  incli  lon<;, 
very  dark  round 
the  edges,  and 
of  a  grayish 
p:reen  on  the  to]).  It  has  a  fawn -colored 
band  running  round  it  similar  to  tlie  ''lucky 
stones''  met  with  in  England  and  Ireland.  It 
would  be  the  "  highest  disrespect,"  and  wanting 
in  reverence  to  "the  little  i)C0])le"  (the  fairies), 
if  you  did  not  hasten  to  pick  it  up,  and,  while 
so  doing,  make  a  wish,  which  the  good  ])eople 
will  be  sure  to  have  answered.  I  made  a  wish 
when  I  took  it  from  the  tallow,  and  if  "  it  comes 
true"  I  shall  have  it  mounted  in  a  ring  or  a  pin 
to  show  my  great  respect  for  these  sea-nymi)hs. 
I  suppose  they  belong  to  the  same  family,  and 
go  ashore  to  dance  in  the  ring  on  the  green 
sward,  with  their  cousins  when  the  halcyon  gales 
of  summer  blow.  I  see  you  smile,  but  believe 
me  when  I  tell  you  tlie  belief  of  such  aerial 
creatures  is  not  exploded.  I  have  of  late  met 
hundreds  who  firmly  believe  in  their  presence  at 
times.    . 


animal.  There  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  a 
string  of  gellatine,  with  no  marks  of  form  about 
it.     It  may  have  been  dead  some  time. 

Figure  18.  You  perceive  here  that  the  gravel 
is  losing  its  angular  form  more  and  more.  I 
generally  selected  those  grains  which  ajjpeared 
to  be  the  representations  of  the  mass. 


o -o 

Fig.  IT. 

Figure  17  is  an  AspergiUum  before  it  has  un- 
.dergone  its  last  transformation.  If  you  have 
them  in  an  aquarium,  wliich  you  can  easily  ac- 
complish since  the  dredgers  on  the  coasts  bring 
up  many  at  times,  you  will  perceive  that  when 
old  enough  they  cast  off  the  disk  with  the  cilia 
around  it,  and  show  a  disk  perforated  with  many 
more  holes,  and  a  corolla  full  of  tubes  around  it. 
I  ])icked  off  the  disk  of  this  one  to  get  at  the 


Fig.  18. 


Fig.  10. 

Figure  19.  Here  is  a  little  animal  which  has 
caused  me  a  vast  deal  of  thought,  and  even  now  I 
can  not  assert  as  a  ]iositivc  fact  its  true  history  , 
but  I  shall  tell  you  what  I  know  of  it,  and  shall 
feel  ha])])y  to  be  set  right  if  in  error,  or  shall  be 
gratified  for  any  farther  information  concerning 
it.      After  heavy  September  gales  there  is  an 
immense   quantity  of  debris  of  various  kinds 
washed  up  on  the  shores  of  the  islands  border- 
ing along  the  Southern  States.      On  sea-weed 
and  other  marine  products  you  will  find  these 
little  animals,  denuded  of  their  shells,  clinging 
by  their   long   cilia  in  bunches  to  these  waifs 
of   the  ocean.       Off  Ca])e    Ilatteras  the  lead 
has  brought  them  up. in  the  shell  and  out  of  it. 
Some   "whale's  food"  which  was  brought  me 
from  the  Pacific  was  composed  entirely  of  this 
small  animal.      There  Avas  not  a  CUo — the  su})- 
posed  food  of  the  Greenland  whale — to  b<i.found, 
nor  a  specimen  of  the  Ciionidtv  in  the  jar.    No- 
thing but  these  small  creatures,  tangled  in  an 
inextricable  web,  a  mass  of  green,  l)ulpy,  ge- 
latinous,  fibrous-looking  jelly.     It  was  quite  a 
vivid  green  all  over,  except  when  a  dark  spot 
was  seen,  where  an  animal  more  fully  developed 
than  the  others  would  be  found,  they  hung  to- 
gether in  this  mass  entirely  by  the  long  cilia  or 
hairs.     We  know  the  Clionidct  are  naked,  with 
two  little  fins,  which  they  ])ly  very  actively  when 
tliev  have  room  to  swim,  which  from  their  vast 
numbers  is  not  often  the  case.      I  think  the 
"whale's  food"  changes  with  the  season,  and  that 
several  varieties  serve  them  during  certain  por- 
tions of  the  year.     These  small  shells  cover  the 
coast  of  some  parts  of  Greenland,  to  judge  from 
the  examination  under  the  microscope,  of  the 
sand  and  earth  from  thence.      The  sliell,  you 
perceive,  is  only  a  half  of  one.     It  b3longs  to 
the  fiimily  of  the  Buccinum,  commonly  called 
"Whelks."     It  is  coarse  and  not  highly  pol- 
ished,  of  a  dark-brown  color,   with  a   lighter 
shade  of  the  same  between  the  ribs.     The  ani- 
mal is  of  a  transparent  green  hue,  while  in  the 
shell.    The  cilia,  which  are  very  numerous,  are 
transparent,  except  at  the  tips,  where  they  are 
greenish.     It  is  fastened  into  the  shell  by  two 
horny  substances  at  its  back,  which  are  left  be- 


184 


IIAlirER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


hind  when  it  quits  the  shell,  which  is  likely  when 
they  have  reached  their  maturity,  leaving  it  to 
sink  or  be  washed  on  the  most  adjacent  shore. 
They  lloat  away,  cliiij^ing  to  each  other,  away 
through  the  genial  Gulf  Stream,  gathering  in  a 
larger  mass  as  tiiey  go,  until  they  reach  the 
Pacific,  when  the  Bahena  mi/sticnSy  the  true 
"Greenland  whale,"  comes  rushing  through  this 
green  held,  its  mouth  wide  open,  with  its  whale- 
bone sieve,  engulfing  myriads  of  these  small  an- 
imals at  every  gurgitation.  They  have  the 
power  while  in  the  shell  of  drawing  up  the 
cilia ;  but  when  the  shell  is  cast  oft"  these  be- 
come much  fewer  in  number,  and  cling  closely 
round  each  other.  The  back  of  the  shell  was  in 
the  tallow,  so  the  insect  was  not  injured.  It 
had  the  power  of  passing  the  cilia  over  the  edge 
of  the  shell,  to  render  itself  more  secure.  In 
trying  to  force  it  up  with  the  needle  to  put  it 
on  tlie  slide,  almost  every  bristle  or  cilium  was 
torn  from  its  body,  which  exhibited  nothing 
under  the  glass  but  a  pulpy  speck,  with  two 
small  sacs  filled  with  a  greenish  fluid.  Its  head 
was  elongated  into  somewhat  of  a  beak,  which 
was  drawn  in  to  the  first  section  of  its  body,  and 
was  never  again  protruded,  as  it  died  immedi- 
ately when  it  was  forced  from  the  shell.     Figure 


Fig.  20. 

20  is  the  back  part  of  the  shell.  I  hope  at  some 
future  day  to  follow  up  this  little  animal,  in- 
truding itself  before  me  off  and  on  for  nearly 
twenty  years. 


iMg.  -'1. 

Figure  21.  This  shell  belongs  to  the  genus 
Lcctnirkt,  judging  from  the  hinges  with  its  two 
cardinal  teeth,  and  the  small  pit  of  a  triangular 


shape.  It  was  a  dull,  ugly  shell,  gray  and  black 
on  the  edges.  It  had  acted  as  a  guillotine  to  a 
poor  marine  mite,  as  a  head  and  some  cilia 
hung  from  its  edge. 

Figure  22  is  a  variety  of  Clausilia,  althougli 
defective  or  broken  at  the  mouth.  It  was  very 
much  rubbed,  was  coarse,  and  grainy,  whicli 
testified  to  its  long  resistance  to  the  action  of 
the  sea.  A  little  black  dot,  with  three  fibrous, 
stiff  cilia  protruded  from  the  mouth.  The 
head  of  a  parnsite,  which  had  taken  possession 
of  this  shell  during  the  life  of  the  former  occu- 
pant or  afterward.  The  true  animal  resembles 
somewhat  a  snail,  and  has  tentacula  instead  of 
cilia.  They  are  generally  found  near  water,  on 
the  banks  of  rivers,  at  the  foot  of  trees,  in  moss, 
or  under  lichens.  It  may  have  been  washed 
into  the  ocean  in  the  debris  of  some  river,  or 
there  may  be  aquatic  varieties  belonging  to  the 
ocean,  of  which  we  only  know  of  wliat  is  on  the 
surface,  and  that  much  very  superficially. 
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Fig.  23. 


Figure  23  represents  grains  of  gravel,  worn 
into  very  small  bits;  I  might  almost  say  they 
were  grains  of  coarse  sand.  They  were  all 
quartz. 

Figure  24  is  a  Pectenculus, 
very  beautiful.  It  was  as  trans- 
parent as  glass,  with  the  slight- 
est shading  of  calcareous  mat- 
ter. It  had  a  slight  fringe  round 
it,  much  worn  away  in  parts.  It 
was  nearly  covered  with  grains 
of  sand,  which  protected  it  from 
the  rough  shock  of  the  waves. 
There  was  no  sign  of  an  inhabit- 
ant ;  it  must  have  been  tenantless 
a  long  time.  I  took  the  grains 
of  sand  very  carefully  away  from  around  it,  and 
luckily  copied  it  before  I  touched  it,  as  it  crum- 
bled to  pieces  when  I  touched  it  with  the  for- 
ceps. 

Figure  25  is  a  Terehratula,  a  coarse  black 
shell,  with  no  inhabitant.  The  valves  must 
have  been  closed,  but  were  separated  by  the 
stroke  of  the  lead.  Figure  26  is  a  branch  of  sea- 
weed.    Its   color   the  darkest  of  brown.     Its 
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Fig.  25. 
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tached  to  a  piece  of  oyster-shell ;  its  color  a  very 
dark-red  brown.  The  second  and  third  of  the. 
globules  had  the  power,  when  touched,  of  reced- 
ing into  the  largest,  clinging  with  several  hooks 
or  tentacles  to  the  oyster-shell.  When  thus 
hidden  the  long  cilia  looked  like  the  tentacles 
of  the  sea-anemones.  It  died  almost  immedi- 
ately. It  must  have  been  injured  in  some  way, 
for  they  are  generally  quite  tenacious  of  life. 
We  can  only  wonder  there  was  life  in  any  of 
them,  when  we  consider  with  what  force  the 
plummet  must  strike  the  bottom  to  bring  up 
what  will  adhere  to  the  tallow.  It  must  only 
have  been  by  the  gravel  and  stones  being  higher 
than  they :  the  tallow  forces  them  up  by  suc- 
tion. 

Figure  30  is  the  cast-off  skin  of  a  worm. 
Fancy  this  frail,  fragile  thing  coming  up  from 
such  a  distance  in  such  good  preservation  :  the 
grains  of  gravel  must  have  protected  it. 


Fig.  26. 


Fig.  30. 


fronds  all  crinkled  and  twisted.  Small  berries 
on  short  stems  sprang  from  the  main  branch, 
and  feelers  hung  loose  as  if  seeking  something 
to  which  they  could  cling.  I  have  never  seen 
this  sea-weed  before,  not  even  among  the  vast 
varieties  on  the  English  and  Irish  coasts,  with 
which  I  am  quite  familiar.  I  dried  it  under  the 
usual  process,  but  it  shrank  into  a  knot  resem- 
bling a  small  piece  of  black  thread,  and  even 
when  it  was  returned  to  the  water  it  did  not  ex- 
pand. 
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Fig.  27. 


Fig.  28. 


Figure  27  represents  a  vast  number  of  black 
specks  found  among  the  gravel,  which  are  evi- 
dently atoms  of  coal. 

Figure  28  represents  gravel,  very  angular  but 
almost  flat,  quartz,  and  some  small  pieces  of  mica. 


o— o 
Fig.  29. 


Figure  29  is  a  variety  of  Actinia.     It  was  at- 


Fig.  31. 

Figure  31  is  another  variety  of  Clausilia.  It 
was  rough  and  weather-beaten,  and  defective  at 
the  mouth.  It  really  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
patched,  or  rather  pieced,  by  its  former  occu- 
pant, as  the  extreme  end  was  still  unfinished, 
and  no  whorls  marked  on  it  at  all.  A  black 
spot,  and  a  few  cilia  of  a  pai-asite,  showed  the 
last  inhabitant  of  this  little  tenement.  From 
the  similarity  of  appearance  and  structure  of 
these  parasites  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  the 
natural  enemy  of  this  variety  of  Clausilia,  and 
take  up  their  abode  within  the  shells  when  they 
have  devoured  their  builders,  and  either  under- 
go another  transformation  or  die  in  their  usurp- 
ed habitations. 


Fig.  32. 

Figure  32  represents  pieces  of  mica,  quartz, 
and  gravel  worn  quite  flat  and  transparent ; 
there  was  much  grayish  blue  sand  mixed  with 
them. 

Figure  33  shows  a  pair  of  Zoophytes,  belong- 
ing to  the  genus  Campanvlaria,  as  its  ringed 
stalks  proclaim.  They  were  attached  singly  to 
a  piece  of  shell,  apparently  a  piece  of  a  crab  or 
lobster.     They  were  of  a  dark  chocolate  color, 
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Fig.  33. 

with  yellowish  tentacles,  but  soon,  closed  down, 
folding  them  in  and  never  revived.  There 
might  have  been  something  offensive  to  them 
in  the  crowd  with  which  they  were  associated  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bottle. 


Fig.  34. 

Figure  S-t  represents  Zoophytes  of  the  same 
family,  judging  from  the  twisted  and  ringed 
stalks,  but  differently  shaped.  Their  color  was 
a  faded  yellow,  and  could  with  difficulty  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  tallow.  They  were  attach- 
ed singly  to  a  flat  piece  of  quartz.  I  could  not 
free  them  from  the  tallow,  and  they  sank  very 
soon  to  the  bottom. 


Fig.  35. 

Figure  35,  I  feel  assured,  is  the  parasite  found 
so  repeatedly  in  the  shells  of  the  ClausWa.  It 
was  very  active  in  the  water.  It  appeared  to 
have  segments  ;  and  its  nervous  system  consist- 
ed of  two  long  tubes  ami  a  shorter  one,  at  tiie  end 
of  which  was  a  small  sac  filled  with  a  dark  fluid. 


Fig.  36. 

Figure  30  I  should  suppose  to  be  a  portion  of 
the  last  whorls  of  a  shell.     It  resembled  a  Tri- 


ton's horn  ;  and  who  will  assert  there  may  not 
be  in  all  these  sea  changes  creatures  small 
enough  to  make  sweet  music  in  a  mermaid'.'^ 
cave  from  such  a  horn  as  this  ? 


Fig    Wl. 

Figure  37  represents  gravel  nearly  oval. 

Figure  38  represents  mud,  nearly  the  color  of 
the  celebrated  Boue  de  Paris,  a  mixture  of  clay, 
black  marl,  and  white  sand,  with  no  foreign  mat- 
ter, eithci  vegetable  or  animal,  Avith  it.  A  true, 
authentic  lump  of  mud,  proclaiming  as  distinct- 
ly as  the  olive  branch  in  the  dove's  beak  that 
land  was  near. 


Fig.  3S. 

Here  my  studies  of  these  deep-sea  mysteries 
must  end.  You  will  perceive,  gentle  leader, 
that  I  have  given  no  names  at  a  venture.  I 
have  contented  myself  with  illustrating  them 
as  correctly  as  was  in  my  power  under  the 
circumstances  at  the  time,  and  giving  them  a 
strict  re-examination  when  ashore.  I  give  you 
merely  the  families  they  belong  to,  leaving  for 
another  day,  and  perhaps  a  better  chance,  a  more 
scientific  and  especial  description. 

I  hold  the  opinion,  that  the  immense  varietic-^ 
in  the  numerous  host  found  in  the  depths  of 
the  sea  to  be  so  fathomless  that  the  leads  of  no 
two  ships  may  bring  uj)  the  same  animals  or  spec- 
imens, even  if  only  a  few  yards  apart ;  therefore 
where  was  the  use  of  seeking  names  for  animals 
which  perhaps  neither  you  nor  I  may  ever  sec 
again,  as  you  perceive  they  appeared  singly, 
therefore  were  not  in  colonies  to  authorize  an 
expectation  of  finding  them  very  numerous  at 
some  future  day? 

I  must  recall  to  you  here  Mr.  Maury's  beau- 
tiful paragraph:  "The  wonders  of  the  sea  arc 
as  marvelous  as  the  glories  of  the  heavens,  and 
they  proclaim  in  songs  divine  that  they  too  arc 
the  works  of  holy  fingers."  My  illustrations  arc- 
strictly 

"Authotitic  tidings  of  invisible  things, 
Of  ebb  and  flow,  nnd  ever-during  power, 
And  endless  peace,  subsisting  at  the  heart 
Of  everiusting  agitutiun." 


HOW  IT  HAPPENED. 
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HOW  IT  HAPPENED. 

LONG  ago  I  had  decided  just  how  and  when  I 
should  fall  in  love  ;  and  had  plainly  seen, 
in  my  mind's  eye,  the  lady  who  alone  could  fill 
my  heart.  She  should  be  tall,  brilliant,  and 
stately,  with  glorious  black  eyes  and  hair.  Her 
mind  should  be  stored  with  knowledge,  and  her 
heart  should  be  filled  with — well,  with  w/e,  of 
course.  As  to  time,  I  had  resolved  not  to  even 
look  for  my  paragon  until  I  was  twenty-seven. 

On  my  twenty-second  birthday  I  left  the  pa- 
ternal roof  and  proceeded  to  New  York  to  earn 
a  fortune  for  the  future  Mrs.  Smith  and  myself. 
And  in  less  than  a  month  fell  desperately,  irre- 
trievably in  love  with  a  sweet  young  blonde, 
tiny  and  fragile,  who  hated  the  very  sight  of  a 
book,  and  looked  with  sublime  inditference  upon 
my  unhappy  self. 

Oh  !  how  I  loved  her  ! 

She  was  a  second-floor  boarder  in  the  house 
which  I  had  selected  as  a  temporary  abiding- 
place — an  orphan,  under  the  protection  of  a 
maiden  aunt.  There  were  four  other  lady 
boarders  in  the  house,  but  Julia  Darley,  my 
Julia,  was  the  flower  of  them  all. 

Mrs.  Green,  the  keeper  of  the  boarding-house, 
was  the  mother  of  a  maiden  who,  compared  with 
my  unattainable  Julia,  was  as  rock  is  to  crystal, 
as  darkness  is  to  light ;  and  yet  this  maiden, 
even  while  my  heart  throbbed  for  another,  dared 
lift  her  eyes  admiringly  to  mine!  Call  it  not 
conceit — the  thing  was  plain. 

Imagine  my  feelings  then,  when,  one  day 
sauntering  into  the  parlor,  and  finding  Miss 
Green  there  alone,  I  was  accosted  with : 

"  Mr.  Smith,  I  feel  I  ouglit  to  communicate 
my  intentions  to  you — unless,  indeed,  through 
the  gossip  of  the  house,  you  know  them  al- 
ready." 

Shuddering  at  the  innovations  of  modern  nov- 
elists, and  intending  to  abash  her  into  silence,  I 
replied  : 

"I  am  acquainted  with  them,  Miss  Green, 
and  I  must  say,  once  for  all,  that  both  circum- 
stances and  inclination  prevent  me  from  being 
willing  in  any  way  to — to — " 

"Oh,  as  for  that,"  interrupted  Miss  Green, 
loftily,  "I  shall  not  press  the  matter;  though 
[with  a  sigh]  I  am  very  sorry  to  lose  you,  and 
mamma  I  know  will  be  keenly  disappointed. 
My  up-stairs  rival  is  too  powerful,  I  find." 

"Miss  Green!"  I  gasped,  "pray  explain 
yourself — I  do  not  comprehend — your  rival?" 

"Yes,  my  rival,"  responded  Miss  G.,  with- 
out a  blush ;  ' '  for  as  you  have  refused  in  advance 
the  offer  I  was  about  to  make  you,  I  must  cer- 
tainly infer  that  you  have  promised  yourself  to 
Miss  Darley." 

Bewildered,  and  yet  determined  not  to  ap- 
pear behind  the  age,  I  managed  to  say,  with  a 
ghastly  smile  : 

"  I  am  sorry,  my  dear  lady,  that  you  feel  com- 
pelled to  draw  such  an  inference ;  but  how  do 
you  know  that  Miss  Darley  wants  me  ?" 

"  Oh  I  that  is  no  secret, "  returned  Miss  Green, 


with  rather  a  toss  of  the  head.  "  She  has  had 
her  eye  on  you  ever  since  you  came  to  the  house, 
and  only  yesterday  told  Mrs.  Scott  on  the  fourth 
floor  that  she  only  wished  she  could  secure  you." 

"Miss  Darley  said  this?"  I  exclaimed,  hor- 
ror-stricken, yet  not  utterly  wretched. 

"Certainly  she  did;  it's  her  way.  But  you're 
not  bound,  of  course,  to  follow  her  fortunes  un- 
less you  choose  ;  or  if  you  do  not  like  her — " 

'"''Like  her!"  I  echoed,  passionately;   "I — " 

I  was  going  to  say,  "I  love  her!  I  idolize 
her!"  when  the  landlady  came  in  the  room,  just 
in  time  to  save  my  dignity  from  utter  wreck. 

Seizing  the  opportunity  and  my  hat  at  the 
same  time,  I  bowed  hastily  to  both  ladies,  and 
left  the  apartment. 

In  the  solitude  of  my  own  room  I  sat  down 
to  meditate  on  the  remarkable  interview  through 
which  I  had  just  passed.  For  Miss  Green  and 
her  unwomanly  offer  I  simply  entertained  feel- 
ings of  contempt.  But  what  meant  those  in- 
sinuations concerning  my  Julia?  Dear,  dear 
girl !  Can  it  be  that  she  loves  me  in  secret  ? 
But  those  horrible  words,  ^^  Meant  to  secure  me  if 
she  could r*  No,  no — I  will  never  believe  she 
said  them.  At  most  she  may,  in  the  innocence 
of  her  heart,  have  confided  her  feelings  to  a  false 
friend.  I  will  never  believe  it.  And  yet  Miss 
Green  called  her  her  "  rival."  Women  can  de- 
tect each  other's  feelings  more  quickly  than  wc 
men  can.  Oh,  what  if  Julia  love  me,  after 
all! 

All  that  night,  sleeping  and  waking,  my  heart 
kept  echoing  these  words.  The  next  day's  worl; 
could  not  drive  them  away.  What  if  she  love 
me  !  What  if  she  loA^e  me !  How  the  thought 
lit  up  the  dull  back-office,  and  gilded  the  very 
edges  of  the  "blotter!"  How  I  scribbled  "Love" 
and  "Julia"  on  bits  of  waste  paper,  and  then 
wrote  "  Cash"  and  "  Scrimpkins"  over  the  words 
so  that  nobody  could  read  them  ! 

Well,  when  I  returned  to  my  room  that  after- 
noon I  concluded  to  relieve  myself  then  and 
forever.  To  say  that  I  spoiled  a  quire  of 
"cream-laid"  is  to  make  a  moderate  estimate; 
finally  I  produced  a  missive  which  I  flatter  my- 
self would  have  done  credit  to  any  young  man 
of  twenty-two  under  similar  circumstances.  It 
was  an  epistle  to  Julia,  telling  her  of  my  deep, 
my  abiding  love,  of  my  prospects  in  life,  of  my 
resolve  to  win  fortune  and  renown  for  her  sake. 
In  short,  I  told  her  all  my  hopes  and  fears ; 
begged  her,  in  case  she  could  at  all  reciprocate 
my  emotions,  not  to  divulge  to  mortal  soul  what 
had  passed  botween  us ;  and  concluded  by  im- 
ploring her  to  pen  me  a  line  in  reply. 

Carefully  folding  my  letter,  and  directing  thr' 
envelope  in  my  best  hand  to  "Miss  Julia  Dar- 
ley," I  watched  an  opportunity,  slipped  it  under 
her  door,  and  flew  up  stairs  four  steps  at  a  time. 

Unluckily  for  me,  I  ran  into  a  nervous  board- 
er, named  Hopkins,  at  the  first  landing-place. 
As  I  appeared  flushed  and  confused,  he  at  once 
regarded  me  with  suspicion. 

' '  Holloa,  Smith  !  what  on  earth  is  the  matter 
with  vou?" 
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"Matter?"  I  panted,  pushing  furiously  past 
him — "  nothing." 

He  caught  me  by  the  arms. 

"  Smith,"  said  h'e,  "  you  are  ill !" 

Feiiring  that  Julia  would  hear  the  commo- 
tion, and  driven  to  desperation,  I  hissed  into  his 
ear, 

"  Yes,  small-pox — let  me  go  !" 

He  needed  no  second  hint,  but  hurried  down 
stairs,  muttering  something  about  sending  up 
help  as  he  went. 

Seating  myself  by  my  open  window  (for  it  was 
summer),  I  was  soon  lost  in  conjectures  con- 
cerning the  reception  of  my  note.  By  this  time 
Julia  had  certainly  read  it ;  nay,  in  all  proba- 
bility she  was  already  bending  her  blushing  face 
over  the  asked-for  reply —  Why,  there  was  Julia 
herself  on  the  opposite  sidewalk  !  She  halted — 
crossed  the  street — rang  the  bell — the  door  open- 
ed and  closed.  Now  she  was  surely  on  the  stair ! 
I  rushed  to  the  hall  and  leaned  over  the  balus- 
ter. She  entered  her  room.  Now  she  would 
read  the  letter  !     Now  I  should  learn  my  fate ! 

Before  my  head  was  raised  from  the  interest- 
ing survey  I  heard  a  shrill  voice,  from  the  hall 
above,  exclaim, 

"Oh  mercy!  There  he  is!  Don't  stand 
there  in  the  hall,  Mr.  Smith!  Go  into  your 
room  for  Heaven's  sake !" 

This  was  pleasant,  to  say  the  least.  How- 
ever, I  obeyed  orders,  and  resumed  my  seat  at 
the  window. 

Presently  the  very  air  seemed  thrilled  by  a 
rustling  in  the  hall.  Turning,  I  saw  something 
white  thrust  nervously  under  my  door.  It  was 
a  folded  piece  of  paper. 

With  a  beating  heart  I  picked  it  from  the  car- 
pet, and  read : 

"  Mb.  Smith, — I  implore  you  to  leave  thif?  house  at  once, 
if  you  are  able  to  walk.  Never  mind  paying  your  bill.  I 
can  wait.  Your  room  shall  not  be  entered  until  you  re- 
turn to  it.  The  new  family  come  to-morrow.  As  there 
are  nine  children  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  refusing  my  of- 
fer of  taking  a  dollar  per  week  less  than  formerly  from  all 
the  old  boarders  who  would  remain  with  us.  Yours  in 
deep  sympathy,  M.  Green." 

Just  then  another  slight  rustling  occurred  in 
the  hall,  and  in  an  instant  the  tiniest  letter  in 
the  world  twitched  itself  in  under  the  door.  It 
contained  these  words,  traced  in  a  fair,  feminine 
hand : 

"  My  deae  Mr.  Smith, — Thy  sweet  words  have  Jilled 
me  with  .turprise^  and  awakened  emotions  which  I  be- 
lieved were  dead  Avithin  me.  You  are  young,  but  there 
is  promise  of  a  fine  character  there.  Brief  as  have  been 
our  intei"views,  I  have  detected  your  powers  oimind^  and 
they  arc  Avorthy  of  my  heart's  purest  and  best  love.  If  you 
really  feel  that  you  can  be  /ia>p?y  with  me,  I  can  offer  you 
the  '•ray  of  hopr''  to  which  you  allude  so  beautifully. 
Yours  (in  all  proljability),  Julia." 

The  first  perusal  made  me  half  wild  with  bliss; 
the  second  excited  a  sense  of  mystery,  and  the 
third  convinced  me  that  joy  at  my  proposal  had 
driven  the  poor  girl  deranged.  That  allusion 
to  my  youth — what  could  it  mean?  "  Promise 
of  character,"  too — what!  in  mc? — in  me,  who 
fek  myself  to  be  already  a  care-worn,  thought- 


ful man,  older  in  experience  and  wisdom  than 
Methuselah  himself?  What  could  it  mean,  in- 
deed, but  that  the  writer  was  demented  ? 

She  loved  me,  though — that  was  evident. 
Meanwhile  how  could  I  see  my  enchantress ; 
how  enjoy  an  interview  with  her  away  from 
that  horrid,  over-dressed  aunt  who  w.is  always 
at  her  elbow  ?  Ah !  a  thought  struck  me  :  I 
would  see  her  at  once — I  would  test  her  love ! 
Without  calculating  the  consequences  I  hastily 
wrote  the  following  lines  : 

"Dear  Miss  Julia, — I  am  confined  to  my  room.  The 
landlady  will  tell  you  what  is  the  matter.  If  you  love  me, 
hasten  to  my  side.  I  am  alone  in  a  large  city — alone  and 
friendless.  Yours  forever, 

"James." 

Fearing  another  encounter  in  the  hall  I 
crumpled  up  my  note,  and  attaching  it  to  the 
end  of  a  roll  of  thread  I  cautiously  let  it  down 
from  my  window,  trusting  that  no  observing 
eyes  would  mark  me  from  the  street. 

It  was  seen,  however,  from  the  window  be- 
low— a  hand  was  stretched  forth,  the  thread 
hastily  broken,  and  the  note  drawn  in. 

Soon  I  heard  a  light  step  ascending  the  stair 
— then  down  again — then  it  returned — it  passed 
along  the  hall — it  halted  at  my  door!  The 
knob  turned,  and  Julia's  maiden  aunt  rushed 
into  the  room  : 

"  James," she  cried,  "  Ihave  come  to  you — " 
and  fell  fainting  at  my  feet. 

"  Hallo !"  thought  I,  as  I  dashed  a  tumblerful 
of  water  into  her  face,  "what  does  all  this 
mean?" 

Her  eyes  opened  ;  "James,"  she  murmured, 
stretching  forth  her  hand,  "/have  no  fear  of  it. 
Living  or  dying  I  am  thine ! " 

"  The  deuce  you  are  I "  I  muttered,  sotto  voce. 
Then  aloud,  while  bowing  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance, "  Really,  Madam,  there  is  some  mistake 
here.     Leave  me,  I  pray  you." 

"Heavens!"  cried  the  maiden  aunt.  "He 
does  not  know  me.  It  has  gone  to  his  brain 
already!" 

"  But  I  do  know  you,"  I  insisted  ;  and  I  re- 
peat, you  are  laboring  under  some  fatal  error, 
Miss  Darley." 

"  '  Miss  Darley !' — oh  no,  call  me  Julia.  Do 
not  drive  me  away — let  me  soothe  that  poor,  dis- 
trac— " 

"'Julia!'"  I  interrupted,  forcing  her  away 
from  me,  "  is  your  name  Julia,  too.  Madam  ?" 

The  sharp  eyes  of  the  maiden  aunt  lost  their 
tender  expression  in  an  instant.  "Is  my  name 
Julia  too-oo.     What  do  you  mean.  Sir?" 

"Why,  I  mean,"  I  replied,  recoiling,  "I 
mean — in  short — that — in  other  words — I  didn't 
know  your  name  was  Julia." 

"And  your  letters?"  she  gasped,  getting 
ready,  I  felt  sure,  to  faint  again. 

"They  were  addressed  to  your  niece,  of 
course,  my  dear  Madam." 

"  O/' co?/?-.se.'"  screeched  the  aunt,  now  too 
angry  to  think  of  swooning.  "And  you  dared 
address  yourself  to  that  child  —  that  school- 
girl ?" 
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"But  really,  Madam,  I—" 

"  Silence,  Sir.     Don't  Madam  r«e.     Oh  that 

I  should  have  risked  the  horrors  of  contagion 

for  such  a  wretch!"     And  clapping  her  hand 

to  her  mouth,  she  started  pell-mell  for  the  door. 

In  vain  I  asked  her  pardon,  and  shouted  that 
I  had  not  the  small-pox.  She  was  down  stairs 
before  the  words  were  spoken.  Her  door  closed 
with  a  bang.  "Now  for  a  denouement,"  thought 
I ;  "  the  whole  house  must  have  heard  this  rack- 
et." I  listened;  all  was  still  as  death.  I  did 
not  know  that  my  landlady  and  her  daughter 
were  locked  in  their  garret-room,  not  daring  to 
descend  until  they  were  certain  I  had  left  the 
house.  The  sound  of  what  they  believed  to  be 
my  raving  had  alarmed  them  only  the  more. 

Leaving  a  hasty  note  on  my  table  containing 
an  unconditional  surrender  of  my  apartments, 
and,  as  nearly  as  I  could  estimate,  the  amount 
due  for  board,  I  packed  my  valise  and  peeped 
into  the  hall.  The  way  was  clear ;  not  a  hu- 
man being  was  to  be  seen.  In  another  moment 
the  street-door  of  that  mansion  closed  behind 
me  forever. 

At  the  corner  who  should  I  meet  but  Julia — 
the  Julia,  looking  lovelier  than  ever.  Scarce 
conscious  of  what  I  was  doing,  I  halted  before 
her  and  exclaimed, 

"Why,  Miss  Darley,  how  came  you  here? 
I  thought  you  were  in  your  own  room." 

"  So  I  was  a  few  moments  ago,"  she  returned, 
with  a  frank  smile.  "  I  have  only  been  around 
the  corner  to  see  the  doctor." 

"The  doctor!"  I  echoed,  with  some  anxiety. 
*' You  surely  are  not  ill,  Miss  Darley?" 

"  Oh  no;  but  the  fact  is,  I  am  anxious  con- 
cerning aunty.  It  is,  perhaps,  wrong  to  tell 
you,  and  yet — " 

Of  course  I  protested  that  she  was  doing  ex- 
actly the  right  thing ;  that  I  Avould  be  only  too 
happy,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Meanwhile  we  found  our- 
selves walking  slowly  up  the  avenue. 

"It  is  very  strange,"  she  continued,  as  we 
moved  on  together.  "Aunt  has  never  shown 
symptoms  of  any  thing  of  this  kind  before, 
though,  perhaps,  I  notice  it  more  low  that  I 
am  about  to  leave  her.  Did  you  not  know  it?" 
observing  my  startled  look.  "  I  am  going  next 
week  to  live  with  another  relative  in  Twenty- 
third  Street.  Aunt  has  been  so  absorbed  of 
late  in  her  plan  of  hiring  a  house  and  taking 
boarders  that  it  may  have  been  too  much  ex- 
citement for  her.  She  acts  very,  very  strangely. 
I  really  fear  that  she  is  becoming  deranged." 

"Indeed!" 

"Yes.  When  I  returned  home  this  morn- 
ing after  my  drawing  lesson  I  found  her  in  the 
most  singular  state  of  mind  imaginable.  She 
is  nearly  forty,  you  know,  yet  she  declared  that 
she  felt  herself  to  be  too  young  to  keep  a  board- 
ing-house, and  must  give  up  the  idea  entirely. 
Then  she  asked  me  how  many  bridemaids  I 
liked  at  a  wedding,  and  hinted  something  about 
the  iron  bands  of  secrecy,  and  that  there  was  no 
time,  no  age  with  love,  and  ever  so  many  other 
strange  things.  Next  she  wrote  a  letter;  and 
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when  I  offered  to  post  it  for  her  she  declared  she 
would  not  trust  it  even  in  an  angel's  hands,  and 
flew  out  of  the  room  Avith  it,  begging  me,  for 
Heaven's  sake,  to  stay  where  I  was.  After  she 
came  in  again  she  seated  herself  by  the  window 
and  sighed,  then  looked  up  at  the  sky  and  smiled 
— oh,  so  strangely  ! " 

"  Dear  me ! "  I  ejaculated,  feeling  that  I  must 
say  something. 

"Yes,  but  that  isn't  half.  In  a  few  moments 
a  piece  of  a  boy's  kite,  or  something  of  that  kind, 
fluttered  down  by  the  window,  and  would  you 
believe  ?  she  actually  snatched  it  from  the  siring, 
looked  at  it  an  instant,  pressed  it  to  her  lips,  and 
then  ran  up  to  the  landlady's  room.  Soon  she 
came  down  again,  looking  just  as  pale  as — as 
any  thing.  Then  she  clasped  her  hands  and 
exclaimed,  ^I  have  decided  T  (wasn't  that  queer?) 
and  kissed  me,  and  ran  out  of  the  room,  beg- 
ging me  on  no  account  to  move  until  her  re- 
turn." 

"Dear  me!"  I  exclaimed  again,  for  want  of 
something  better  to  say. 

"Well,  do  you  know,  in  a  little  while  she 
came  back,  oh,  in  such  a  rage !  So  mad,  too, 
because  I  had  been  named  after  her  ;  and  when 
I  implored  her  to  tell  me  what  was  tlie  matter 
she  shook  her  head  fiercely  at  me,  and  said  '  All 
the  scoundrels  were  not  dead  yet.'  Oh,  I'm 
sure  she's  crazy,"  added  the  poor  girl  in  a  dis- 
tressed tone. 

"  Undoubtedly,"  said  I,  solemnly. 

"The  doctor  can't  go  to  her  for-  two  hours 
yet.  What  shall  I  do,  Mr.  Smith?  Oh,  it's 
dreadful!" 

Thus  appealed  to,  I  decided  to  make  a  clean 
breast  of  the  whole  affair.  Forgetting  my  bash- 
fulness,  forgetting  the  heavy  valise  hanging  from 
my  left  hand,  I  told  her  all,  my  love,  my  suffer- 
ings, my  day's  adventures,  my  present  hope. 

It  was  better  there — there  in  the  crowded  av- 
enue— for  her  veil  hid  her  blushes  and  our  fnl- 
tering  tones  did  not  disturb  the  passers-by.  Once 
she  laughed — once  she  sighed  ' '  Poor  aunty ! ' 
and  at  last,  when  we  were  nearly  up  to  Fiftieth 
Street,  she  said  in  reply  to  a  delicate  hint, 

' '  Oh  yes,  I  am  sure  Aunt  Emily  will  be  most 
happy  to  have  you  call.    It  is  No.  40." 

"I  shall  be  very  grateful  to  Aunt  Emily,"  I 
persisted ;  ' '  but  her  niece — Mill  she  be  glad  to 
^ee  me?" 

Oh  how  beautiful  a  blush  is  through  a  black 
dotted  veil,  and  how  plainly  one  can  see  when  a 
little  hand  trembles,  even  when  it  is  steadied  by 
a  parasol ! 

"  Certainly,  Mr.  Smith.  I  am  always  happy 
to  see  my  friends." 

It  was  non-committal  to  be  sure ;  but  I  am 
naturally  sanguine,  and  a  young  lady  isn't  apt 
to  say  "  f-r-i-e-n-d-s"  as  though  she  could  scarce- 
ly speak,  unless  she  means  more  than  she  is  will- 
ing to  express — at  least  I  found  it  to  be  so  in 
Julia's  case. 

So  you  see,  reader,  I  could  not  fall  in  love  at 
twenty-seven,  as  I  had  intended,  or  with  that 
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tall,  stately,  dark-haired  girl,  because  I  met 
Julia  in  the  mean  time.  Her  eyes  s^em  to 
grow  bluer  and  her  hair  more  golden  every  day  ; 
still  I  am  satisfied,  and  very,  very  glad  that 
things  "happened"  as  they  did. 

Aunt  Julia  and  I  are  pretty  good  friends  now. 
She,  too,  is  married.  It  was  a  short  courtship  ; 
but  the  Doctor  makes  her  a  capital  husband,  in 
spite  of  Miss  Green's  malicious  remark  that  '^  a 
widower  with  four  children  wasn't  much  of  a 
bargain." 

DOOMED  TO  MUSIC. 

"TT'S  in  him,"  said  Mr.  Benjamin  Brown, 

JL  oratorically.  "  And  mark  me.  Sir,  it  must 
come  out  ] " 

"  Well,  let  it  come  out,  if  it  will,"  answered 
Uncle  Tompkins.  "I  don't  pretend  to  know 
much  about  genius,  but  it  strikes  me  that  the 
thing  has  a  spontaneous  gush  and  don't  need  all 
this  Artesian  boring." 

"  Artesian  boring!  Nonsense !  We  have  only 
dug  a  channel — trained  the  too  impetuous  flow 
into  depth,  and  purpose,  and  beauty.  It  was 
Nature  touched  the  rock,  we  only  accept  and 
guide  the  overflow.  Haydn  is  bound  to  be  a 
musician." 

"Then  you  will  persist  in  dooming  him?" 

"My  dear  Sir,  I  see  no  alternative  but  a 
shocking  waste  of  talents.  He  has  given  un- 
mistakable evidences  of  his  ])ower  already,  and 
I  look  upon  it  as  a  precious  legacy  to  be  care- 
fully nurtured,  not  ruthlessly  thrown  away." 

Uncle  Tompkins,  who  had  been  reclining  on 
a  lounge,  sat  up,  wiped  his  face  with  his  great 
cotton  handkerchief,  and  evinced  a  new  interest 
in  the  conversation. 

"  I'll  tell  you.  Brown,  being  that  you  are  de- 
termined on  this  thing,  what  I  would  do.  Give 
your  boy — why  the  dickens  did  you  call  him 
Haydn  ? — a  companion  of  similar  tastes,  a  mu- 
sical companion  if  you  like — say  a  young  wo- 
man. Don't  shut  him  off  from  the  world.  How 
would  the  Third  Ward  do  ?" 

"The  Third  Ward?" 

"Yes,  certainly," laughing.  "I  call  her  the 
third,  as  she  is.  Mary  was  the  first,  Susan  the 
second,  and  Celia  is  the  third.  She  is  a  mu- 
sical genius,  and  in  my  barren  house  I  half  sus- 
pect is  pining  away  secretly,  though  you  wouldn't 
think  it  to  hear  her.  I'll  send  her  out  here.  It 
will  be  a  good  arrangement  for  both  of  them. 
Her  father  died  in  New  Orleans  several  years 
ago,  and  she  is  as  poor  as  a  church  mouse — as 
you  probably  know — but  that  is  neither  here  nor 
there.  If  you  want  a  musical  companion  for 
your  boy  she's  the  person.     I'll  send  her  out." 

Then  Uncle  Tompkins  replaced  the  cotton 
handkerchief  over  his  face  and  fell  back  gently 
upon  the  lounge,  leaving  Mr.  Brown  standing 
in  the  centre  of  the  room  with  his  hands  behind 
him,  virtually  cut  off  from  any  rejoinder.  He 
did  not  stand  long,  however ;  he  turned  and 
paced  up  and  down  the  room  in  a  noiseless  and 
contemplative  manner.     Thinking,  undoubted- 


ly. It  was  retrospection.  That  word  "  doom," 
coldly  suggestive,  had  touched  something  in  him, 
and  his  son's  experience  in  life  came  back  vivid- 
ly from  the  cradle  to  the  christening — picture  by 
picture ;  but  there  was  nothing  cruel  or  hard  in 
the  record  to  the  father.  They  had  met  the  boy 
at  the  threshold  of  life  with  their  doom  ready 
prepared ;  the  first  remonstrance  of  the  little 
lips  was  proclaimed  to  be  a  proof  of  his  fitness, 
and  the  whole  assemblage  of  relations  at  subse- 
quent gatherings,  who  either  had  an  intuitive 
perception  of  the  parental  dogma,  or  held  theo- 
ries of  their  own  not  dissimilar,  insisted  upon 
the  musical  bias  already  discernible,  and  gave 
him  a  musical  name.  Then  they  swathed  him 
with  art,  tied  him  up  in  early  discipline,  and 
the  first  inclination  of  the  sturdy  young  twig 
under  the  pressure  was  hailed  as  an  evidence 
of  natural  proclivity. 

Far  back  the  Browns  were  broad-shouldered, 
hard  -  fisted  fellows :  nothing  like  a  daisy  of 
genius  had  ever  glinted  forth  ;  but  here  was  a 
divergence  in  the  family  line.  Something  to  be 
coddled  and  coaxed  into  precocity  and  pre-em- 
inence. So  means  were  not  spared  nor  elo- 
quence withheld. 

"And  he  has  advanced,"  said  Mr.  Brown  to 
himself.  "  Why,  I  can  see  it.  And  this  com- 
panion will  doubtless  finish  the  business  by 
awakening  his  ambition." 

He  walked  the  floor  some  time  in  deep  medi- 
tation, until  a  snore  from  under  the  handker- 
chief recalled  his  thoughts,  and  then  he  stole 
out  of  the  room  on  tip-toe. 

Uncle  Tompkins,  having  completed  his  week 
of  recuperation,  had  his  fowling-piece  brought 
out  of  the  store-room,  its  contents  discharged, 
and  then  posted  off  back  to  the  city.  In  less 
than  a  week  the  Third  Ward  arrived,  escorted 
by  a  young  gentleman  named  Tom  Barrows. 
From  that  day  a  new  condition  of  affairs  was 
inaugurated ;  new  relationships,  new  prospects, 
new  feelings,  at  Slightington.  The  house  of 
Mr.  Brown  no  longer  echoed  with  the  intricate 
but  wearisome  exercises  on  the  jiiano.  Bach 
and  Von  Weber  were  displaced  for  Verdi. 

On  the  day  she  arrived  Haydn  was  deep  in 
thorough-base,  in  the  room  devoted  to  his  studies. 
He  sat  at  the  open  window  for  an  hour.  Sud- 
denly he  threw  the  book  down  with  an  expres- 
sion of  disgust,  and  broke  out  into  open  pro- 
test: 

"It's  no  use!"  and  then  catching  a  glimpse 
of  a  new  thrashing-machine,  stationed  out  on 
the  lawn  and  surrounded  with  curious  men,  he 
put  on  his  hat  and  went  off  to  inspect  it, 

A  comely  lad  he  appeared,  walking  across  the 
grass.  Straight,  long-limbed,  and  intelligent, 
but  with  a  listless  air — a  vacant,  purposeless 
carriage,  that  did  not  accord  with  the  meaning 
of  the  eyes.  The  great  lumbering  vehicle  with 
the  drums  and  straps  interested  him. 

He  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  rough  prac- 
tical men  who  criticised  it ;  he  caught  the  mean- 
ing of  the  intricate  combination.  It  pleased 
him.     Something  seemed  to  interpret  for  him 
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the  inventor's  aim,  and  translate  the  language 
of  the  wood  and.  iron.  His  hands  were  drawn 
from  his  pockets,  his  cap  pushed  back ;  there 
was  a  new  eagerness  in  his  eyes  that  thorough- 
base  had  never  awakened.  They  were  hitching 
the  horse  to  it  when  his  sister  Matilda  came  to 
announce  Celia's  arrival,  and  she  was  compelled 
to  pull  him  away. 

The  meeting  of  the  victim  with  the  Third 
Ward  was  in  the  music-room.  She,  all  vivac- 
ity, came  and  presented  both  her  hands ;  he, 
diffident  and  confused,  formed  a  hasty  opinion 
that  she  was  the  most  brilliant  gossiping  creat- 
ure he  had  ever  seen.  Whereas  she  was  a  very 
plain  girl  with  bright  eyes,  dark  curls,  and  not 
very  classical  nose  or  chin.  Besides,  there  was 
a  patronizing  air  about  her  that  did  not  please 
him. 

"We  shall  get  along  bravely  together,"  as 
though  a  tutor  had  said  it.     Was  he  ^protege? 

Slightington  never  saw  such  a  character  be- 
fore. Such  conversational  powers,  versatility, 
wit,  and  occasionally  recklessness.  Haydn  sat 
down  to  the  instrument  to  verify  report  for  her, 
and  undoubtedly  exerted  himself  to  his  utmost, 
for  she  ay)plauded  enthusiastically.  How  long 
had  he  studied  ?  So  many  years !  and  been 
through  all  that  music  piled  there?  Would  he 
like  to  hear  her  ? 

She  took  his  place,  and  the  contact  of  her 
white  fingers  with  the  instrument  made  him 
siirink  as  from  a  blow.  He  had  never  heard 
any  thing  like  it.  Such  2t.  fusillade !  Such  ra- 
pidity !  A  wonderful  electrical  response !  The 
instrument  seemed  to  flash  all  manner  of  odd 
strains  and  cadences ;  arias  volleyed,  and  leaped, 
and  commingled  in  glorious  abandonment.  Ev- 
ery voice  that  slept  among  the  wires  seeming  to 
break  out  into  the  articulation  of  revelry  at  her 
command.  It  was  all  new  and  grand  and  cruel 
to  him.  He  looked  quite  over  the  music  and 
saw  his  own  barren  pathway.  There  was  a 
mistake  somewhere ! 

After  she  had  run  her  fingers  over  the  last 
octave,  and  broken  out  in  a  laugh  that  seemed 
a  continuation  of  it,  she  turned  suddenly  to  en- 
counter a  sullen  face,  half  averted,  as  though 
he  were  listening  and  despairing  at  the  same 
time. 

"You  are  a  musician?"  he  said. 

"Yes,  a  natural  one,  they  tell  me." 

"  They  are  right.  You  love  the  piano.  I 
hate  it." 

"  Oh,  then  we  shall  agree  perfectly.  Do  you 
know,  I  don't  like  to  see  a  man  at  a  piano." 

He  accepted  her  taste  in  the  matter  at  once, 
and  abandoned  the  instrument ;  threats  nor 
promises  could  prevail  upon  him  to  return  to  it. 
Tlie  Third  Ward  reigned.  New  eclioes  filled 
the  house,  and  Haydn,  growing  daily  more 
moody,  gave  up  the  music-room  to  Tom  Bar- 
rows. 

There  were  festivals,  and  picnics,  and  con- 
certs at  Slightington  ;  but  never  again  appeared 
the  victim  on  the  stage  to  receive  the  bouquets 
of  Matilda,  as  often  before.     He  told  them  he 


had  grown  out  of  it.  But  as  two  years  rolled 
away,  and  Tom  Barrow.s  continued  to  make  reg- 
ular visits  at  the  house,  sometimes  bringing  his 
Morgan  horse  for  Celia  to  ride,  Haydn  grew  to 
dislike  Barrows  quite  as  earnestly  as  he  did  the 
piano. 

"  Have  you  relinquished  your  studies  alto- 
gether ?"  she  asked  of  the  victim  one  afternoon, 
when  he  was  lolling  listlessly  under  a  tree. 

He  spread  his  linen  coat  upon  the  grass  for 
her  to  sit  upon,  and  looking  her  in  the  face, 
said, 

"Do  you  think  I  can  ever  make  a  musician?" 

The  Third  Ward  would  have  laughed  had  she 
not  pitied  him. 

"  How  can  I  tell  ?  Success  belongs  to  perse- 
verance." 

"Yes,  you  might  tell  my  brother  Joshua  that. 
It  is  true  enough  for  a  blacksmith,  but  for  a — " 

"Do  you  wish  to  earn  success?  I  ask  you 
this,  because  I  came  here  to  assist  you,  and  it 
looks  as  though  I  had  returned  evil  for  good. 
Has  all  your  ambition  departed  ?" 

"No;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  just  arrived. 
I  never  had  any  before.  Yesterday  was  my 
birthday;  I  am  eighteen  years  old,  and  think 
of  making  a  bold  strike." 

The  Third  Ward  laughed.  "  A  bold  strike" 
was  ambiguous.  It  might  refer  to  a  new  style 
of  piano-pounding ;  it  might  mean  a  whaling- 
voyage  with  harpoons  and  blubber.  She  had 
her  own  views  and  purposes,  and  commenced 
to  give  him  some  good  advice. 

"We  all  know  your  genius,  Haydn,  and  I. 
at  least,  know  something  from  my  reading  about 
the  moods  and  eccentricities  of  genius.  I  don't 
think  a  young  man  could  commence  life  under 
better  or  more  promising  auspices.  Indulgent 
fathers  and  rich  nncles  are  not  always  vouch- 
safed to  genius,  perhaps,  you  know.  The  pro- 
fession is  a  worthy  one ;  and  if  yon  love  it,  as  I 
suppose  you  do,  you  can  need  no  incentive  to 
study  and  work.  Let  me  tell  you  I  sympathize 
in  all  your  dreams  of  fame  and  wealth.  I  have 
heard  the  same  siren  voices  that  Avhisper  to  you 
in  music  and  in  nature;  but  I  am  a  woman, 
and  you  will  soon  be  a  man — that's  the  differ- 
ence. You  may  follow  where  they  lead,  but 
not  I." 

"I  never  had  any  such  dreams  ;  never  heard 
any  whispering,  except  when  you  were  playing, 
and  then  I  suspected  it  was  Tom  Barrows  be- 
hind you." 

She  proceeded,  regardless  of  his  protest. 

"I  know  what  it  is  to  be  fascinated  by  mu- 
sic. The  other  evening,  when  we  went  to  hear 
Ole  Bull,  I  was  transported.  The  weird  tones 
of  his  instrument  seem  to  take  form.  I  shut 
my  eyes,  and  they  seemed  flames  of  fire,  crack- 
ling with  "a  delicious  destruction,  burning  their 
rhythmical  Avay  into  my  brain,  now  dying  out  in 
smouldering  brilliancy,  with  little  jets  of  bright 
sharpness  shooting  up  thin  and  lurid,  and  then 
bursting  out  afresh  in  the  great  diapason  of  a 
mighty  conflagration." 

"Yes,"  said  Haydn,  "I  remember  it;   but 
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my  sensations  were  different.  It  seemed  to  me, 
wlien  he  was  performing  that  solo,  that  '  Home, 
S^weet  Home'  was  wrestling  on  a  staircase  with 
the  'Carnival  of  Venice,'  and  the  two  were  go- 
ing down  step  by  step,  growing  fainter  in  their 
struggles,  until  they  seemed  to  reach  some  kind 
of  a  cellar  door,  that  was  burst  open,  and  liber- 
ated a  whole  swarm  of  melodies  that  joined  in 
a  general  riot  among  themselves." 

The  Third  Ward  laughed  a  clear,  happy,  bu- 
gle laugh.  Something  more  than  the  descrip- 
tion pleased  her. 

The  next  day  the  victim  went  off  from  run- 
ning the  gamut  to  a  rope- walk,  where  a  sordid 
man  offered  him  two  shillings  a  day  to  turn  a 
wheel  and  mind  his  business.  Something  grim 
and  exasperated  lugged  him  back  with  a  refer- 
ence to  his  uncle  and  his  bright  future,  both 
of  which  seemed  dark  and  inscrutable  enough. 
He  fell  into  his  old  niche  mechanicall3%  Joshua 
came  at  intervals,  jingled  his  pocket-money,  self- 
earned,  with  imperious  independence,  and  spoke 
of  music  disrespectfully. 

The  uncle  too,  in  his  usual  orbit,  came  with 
guns  and  hat-boxes.  Third  Ward  was  in  one 
of  her  "  spells,"  as  Barrows  called  it ;  the  whole 
house  echoed  with  Lucia  and  the  Trovatore. 
"  Ha !"  exclaimed  the  imcle  with  h,  curious  joy. 
"He's  improving.  I  never  heard  him  do  any 
thing  like  that  before ;  it  rings  like  a  charge  of 
cavalry.  Egad  that's  something  to  be  proud  of. 
Excellent,  'pon  my  honor!"  In  vain  Brown 
tried  to  intimate  a  mistake.  He  would  none  of 
it. 

"Don't  make  any  explanations, "he  shouted. 
^'  I  can  tell  music  when  I  hear  it.  If  I  had  never 
heard  him  play  lijvc  that,  I  should  have  known 
it  wasn't  in  him  and  you  were  making  a  fool  of 
yourself!" — and  then  he  wanted  to  go  to  sleep. 

That  afternoon  Haydn  sat  in  his  room  alone 
watching  the  dead  leaves  drifting  about  down  in 
the  meadows,  and  listening  to  the  music. 

By-and-by  it  ceased,  and  shortly  afterward  he 
saw  the  Barrows'  animal  and  his  father's  saddle 
horse  through  the  trees,  and  he  knew  who  man- 
aged them. 

"It's  an  infernal  shame,"  he  said  aloud,  get- 
ting up  and  standing  defiantly  before  a  picture 
of  Thalberg.      ' '  You  are  a  ninny-hammer ! " 

This  was  not  addressed  to  the  lithograpliic 
pianist.  It  might  have  been  meant  for  Bar- 
rows, and  it  may  have  been  designed  for  him- 
self. "I'll  talk  to  her  about  it  now."  So  he 
put  on  his  great-coat  and  hat  and  went  off  to 
stand  at  the  stepping-stone  and  wait  till  they  re- 
turned. It  Avas  very  raw  outside  and  he  suffered 
some,  but  stood  there  resolutely  till  they  came. 
Third  Ward  was  flushed  and  beautiful.  Tom 
was  red  and  cynical,  and  asked  him  if  he  had 
"stood  it  long." 

"Come  to  the  library,  I  want  to  speak  to 
you,"  he  whispered  in  her  ear  as  she  dismounted. 

"  Has  any  thing  happened?"  rather  startled. 

"  No ;  but  something  may.    I'll  wait  for  you." 

When  she  came  to  the  library  with  part  of  her 
riding-habit  still  on,  and  saw  the  white  face  of 


the  victim  as  he  walked  the  floor,  she  stood  ir- 
resolute with  her  hand  upon  the  knob. 

"What  frightens  you?"  he  asked,  moving  a 
chair  for  her.  "I'll  turn  the  key  so  that  we 
will  not  be  interrupted.  I  only  want  your  ad- 
vice." 

She  sat  down  looking  somewhat  perplexed, 
but  very  charming,  and  he  commenced, 

' '  Celia,  I'm  nothing  but  a  boy,  as  you  know, 
in  experience,  and  whatever  of  manliness  be- 
longs to  me  has  been  stunted  by  compression. 
I'm  sick,  disgusted,  and  desperate;  and  I  want 
you  to  advise  me.  There  isn't  much  for  me  to 
tell  you,  for  I  feel  that  you  understand  it  as  well 
if  not  better  than  I  do.  You  have  not  been, 
here  so  long  without  knowing  that  I  am  a  pris- 
oner ;  you  have  tested  my  tastes  and  aspirations 
by  a  standard  of  your  own  when  I  did  not  know 
it;  and  I  couldn't  help  feeling  great  respect  for 
you." 

Third  Ward  toyed  with  a  card-case  and  looked 
drcamily  into  the  grate,  the  flame  throwing  a 
ruddy  glow  over  her  cheeks.  ' '  Respect"  was  full 
of  meaning,  but  not  the  meaning  usually  asso- 
ciated with  it.  He  stoj)ped  a  moment  and  she 
looked  up  to  say, 

"  I  hope  I  haven't  forfeited  your  respect." 

"No,  not  that.  You  seem  to  understand  me 
better  tlian  most  people,  and  I  can't  help  feeling 
a  greater  interest  in  your  opinion  of  me.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  always  so  when  young  people  are 
thrown  together." 

There  was  no  dou^bt  in  Third  Ward's  mind 
now  of  the  nature  of  the  interview,  and  with 
her  characteristic  kindness  and  impetuosity  she 
resolved  to  assist  him. 

"  Sit  down — do,  Haydn — and  let  us  talk  as  we 
always  do.  You  will  make  me  nervous  if  you 
walk  about  that  way." 

He  sat  down.  "I  should  like  to  know  if  I 
could  please  you  most  by  growing  up  what  I  am, 
or  by  being  as  other  men  are  ?" 

This  cost  him  an  effort.  She  saw  it ;  but  asked, 
"  Why  me  ?  Have  you  no  sense  of  dut}',  obliga- 
tion ;  no  higher  motive  ?" 

"Last  summer,"  continued  Haydn,  "when 
you  and  I  were  over  at  the  foundries,  you  told 
me  there  was  something  pleased  you  in  the  Her- 
culean employment  of  the  men.  You  said  it 
seemed  to  be  noble  in  man  to  invent  or  forge ; 
to  drive  or  delve.  Manufiicture,  toil,  energy, 
skill,  you  said  were  masculine,  and  many  other 
things  were  feminine.  I  knew  what  you  meant, 
for  I  felt  it  before  you  said  it.  When  we  were 
in  the  Riceville  mills,  and  the  wheels  were  spin- 
ning and  singing  around  us,  shafts  and  belts  and 
cogs  seemed  to  make  a  music  such  as  I  had  never 
heard  before,  and  you  remarked  that  I  evinced 
a  new  interest  in  the  machinery.  It  was  the 
same  feeling  that  you  experience  with  music, 
but  I  never  do  ;  and  somehow  I  have  always  felt 
that  you  knew  it  or  desired  it.  I  thought  you 
would  have  a  better  opinion  of  me  if  I  told 
you." 

Then,  shortly  after,  when  no  answer  was  made : 

"I  don't  think  I  (tm  a  man,  Colia  ;  l)ut  I  want 
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to  be,  and  I  think  I  was  intended  for  one :  don't 
you?" 

"Yes,  I  think  you  were,  Haydn." 

"And  if  I  ever  should  be,  you  would  think 
as  highly  of  me  as — Tom  Barrows  ?" 

It  was  all  out  now,  and  Third  Ward  found  a 
place  to  laugh. 

He  was  a  foolish  boy.  What  put  such  a  ridicu- 
lous notion  as  that  in  his  head  ?  Tom  Barrows 
indeed !  '•And  then,  with  a  sudden  seriousness, 
she  got  up,  approached  him,  and  said,  "  I'm 
only  a  year  older  than  you,  Haydn,  and  don't 
know  much  more;  but  I  think  you  are  more  of 
a  man  now  than  twenty  Tom  Barrows."  That 
was  all.      She  was  gone. 

So  he  lay  awake  all  night,  and  thought  of  a 
thousand  new  things  that  never  occurred  to  him 
before ;  very  many  of  which  were  rose  tinted, 
and  all  of  which  sprang  with  a  new  vigor  in  his 
brain. 

When  his  uncle  sent  for  him  next  day  he 
marched  boldly  up  to  the  room,  and  presented 
himself  to  that  worthy  with  a  great  deal  of  latent 
defiance  lurking  in  his  face. 

"  Well,  young  man,  what's  your  prospects  in 
life  nQw?  Can  you  sing  a  song  of  sixpence 
with  your  pockets  full  of  rye  ?  Are  you  ready 
to  go  to  Europe  ?     What's  your  forte  now  ?" 

He  had  no  prospects  in  life.  He  could  not 
sing,  for  his  heart  was  fuller  than  his  pockets, 
and  he  would  much  rather  go  to  work  than  to 
Europe.  Something  like  it  he  said,  and  more. 
He  would  go  to  the  city.  His  blood  was  stag- 
nant, his  muscles  flaccid,  his  brain  empty.  Mu- 
sic was  no  achievement,  only  an  accomplish- 
ment. With  his  fiithcr  it  was  more  violent. 
Disappointment  and  indi^rnation  found  rough 
words.  His  son  was  a  disgrace,  and  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  The  last  words 
Mr.  Brown  said  were,  "Don't  you  come  back 
here  again !" 

Celia  gave  him  her  hand.  "I  understand 
you,"  she  said.  "I  think  you  are  right.  If 
you  understand  me  you  will  try  to  be."  He  un- 
derstood her. 

After  that  there  was  a  plunge  into  the  great 
metropolis  :  an  aimless  drifting  about  in  the 
maze  of  traffic  and  manufacture,  full  of  uncer- 
tainty as  to  his  own  judgment,  and  doubt  as  to 
his  purpose:  a  vagabond  week  among  idlers  and 
pedestrians  swayed  hither  and  thither  by  im- 
pulse, until  he  brought  up  in  an  immense  struc- 
ture where  furnaces. glowed  and  trip-hammers 
shook  the  earth,  and  swarthy  men  flitted  in  the 
red  light,  and  ponderous  machines  rattled  and 
clanked  with  a  vitality  and  power  that  were  new 
to  him.  There  was  something  in  this  Titanic 
stir  that  woke  a  new  feeling  in  him.  There 
was  a  kindly  aspect  in  the  clumsy  iron  giants 
that  he  could  not  account  for;  he  longed  to 
handle  and  inspect  them;  to  become  intimate 
and  friendly  with  them.  Behind  the  lusty  fel- 
lows who  whistled  in  the  smoke  and  chatted 
'mid  the  clang  of  metal,  he  knew  there  were 
more  intelligent  brains  guiding  and  directing 
the  whole,  animate  and  inanimate.     He  found 


them,  a  few  frank  words  were  sufficient,  and 
the  next  morning  he  was  among  the  workmen, 
pigmy  indeed,  and  already  begrimed,  but  with 
a  curious  satisfaction  in  his  eyes  and  the  same 
resolve  over  all. 

Here  was  the  divergence.  Nothing  could  be 
more  widely  separated  than  himself  and  the  fam- 
ily at  Slightington.  Mr.  Brown,  incensed  at 
the  conduct  of  his  son,  proceeded  openly  to  lav- 
ish his  son's  portion  on  The  Third  Ward.  She 
was  to  be  the  family  musician  and  genius ;  and 
not  only  did  he  make  this  apparent  in  exj)endi- 
ture,  but  he  invited  musical  celebrities  from  the 
city ;  threw  open  his  house  to  routs  and  soirees, 
and  from  the  brilliancy  of  his  entertainments 
and  the  talents  of  his  protegee  soon  succeeded  in 
surrounding  her  with  influences  of  the  most  daz- 
zling and  dangerous  character.  Matilda,  being 
a  young  woman  of  no  particular  radiance  of  her 
own,  made  no  objection  to  shining  with  borrow- 
ed light.  It  was  her  father  who  did  it,  that  was 
enough  for  her;  and  the  only  persons  who  made 
open  and  secret  protest  were  Uncle  Tompkins  and 
Tom  Barrows:  the  former  disliking  very  much 
to  be  kept  awake  by  a  "great  thundering  or- 
chestra" from  the  city  performing  under  his  win- 
dow, and  the  latter  feeling  that  the  new  com- 
panions that  surrounded  Celia  were  far  more  at- 
tractive than  himself  or  his  Morgan  stud.  Mr. 
Brown,  it  must  be  confessed,  had  a  foolish  par- 
venu  horror  of  the  very  world  he  sprang  from, 
and  that  world  his  son  had  Voluntarily  entered, 
commencing  at  the  bottom  round,  and  might 
have  been  seen  by  the  father  any  afternoon,  in 
paper  cap  and  overalls,  with  smutted  face,  among 
the  common  workmen,  doing  the  meanest  drudg- 
ery about  the  machines. 

That  son  boarded  in  a  crowded  house.  He 
acquired  books.  He  studied  late  and  early;  and 
as  he  himself  afterward  expressed  it,  he  felt  some- 
thing commence  to  expand  in  him  as  soon  as  he 
had  entered  upon  his  homely  duties. 

What  was  his  surprise  one  evening  on  going 
to  his  room  to  receive  a  letter  from  his  Uncle 
Tompkins.  It  ran  as  follows,  and  inclosed  a 
check  for  a  hundred  dollars : 

'•  Young  man,  you  are  a  brick.  If  I  had  a  hundred  such 
as  you  I'd  buikl  up  tlie  reputation  of  a  good  citizen.  Keep 
on  your  own  liook  and  let  music  alone.  Here's  a  check; 
don't  spend  it  for  candy." 

He  kept  it  a  week.  One  morning  he  took  it 
to  the  office  of  the  works,  asked  to  see  the  su- 
perintendent, and  showing  it  to  him,  inquired  if 
he  could  not  be  given  better  employment.  There 
was  a  conference,  and  he  was  set  to  work  in  the 
office,  making  copies  of  plans  for  machinery. 
So  he  sent  the  check  back  to  Tompkins  with 
many  thanks,  and  the  promise  to  stay  "  on  his 
own  hook."  A  year  rolled  away.  His  eyes 
were  sharp,  his  brain  invigorated  and  quick- 
ened, and  nothing  in  that  smoky  office  had  es- 
caped him.  He  had  mastered  the  rudiments  of 
mechanics  with  wonderful  alacrity.  Men  knew 
there  was  something  in  him  now,  for  it  began  to 
show  itself  in  little  plans  of  his  own ;  here  a 
suggestion  to  improve  a  steam-gauge,  there  an 
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inclination  of  two  degrees  in  a  shaft  that  re- 
sulted in  greater  speed  or  more  strength  ;  now  a 
screw  and  now  a  brace,  but  all  obedient  to  a  law 
of  intelligence  ;  and  he  grew  gradually  strong  in 
the  contact  with  obedient  matter  as  man  will. 
He  learned  his  power  to  command  strength,  and 
felt  the  first  intuition  of  the  omnipotence  of 
mind.  All  this  was  music  that  charmed  and 
strengthened  him.  Such  harmony  as  results 
from  the  healthy  action  of  the  faculties. 

With  his  own  money  in  his  pockets  he  started 
off  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  to  visit  Slight- 
ington  and  arrived  at  his  father's  house  at  night. 
It  was  all  ablaze  with  light ;  and  music  issued 
from  the  opened  windows — opened  to  admit  air 
into  the  crowded  rooms.  At  first  it  struck  him 
there  might  be  a  wedding,  but  the  character  of 
the  music  undeceived  him — it  was  one  of  Mr. 
Brown's  receptions.  He  hesitated  to  go  in ; 
some  sense  of  the  chasm,  recently  opened,  be- 
tween himself  and  the  guests  held  him  back. 
This  was  the  first  trial.  He  looked  in  at  the 
window  and  saw  Celia  in  full  dress,  altogether 
more  magnificently  attired  than  he  had  ever 
seen  her  before.  He  looked  at  his  own  clothes, 
selected  without  reference  to  fashion,  and  at  his 
hands,  no  longer  white  and  soft ;  then  he  turned 
and  came  back  to  the  city  with  the  first  train. 

Back  in  the  murky  office :  the  tools  and  furni- 
ture looking  cheerless  enough,  and  he  for  a  day 
sullen  and  abstracted.  Could  he  have  made  a 
mistake?  thrown  away  advantages  never  to  be 
recovered  ?  was  not  the  profession  that  had  been 
selected  for  him  after  all  the  path  of  honor  and 
ease  ?  what  was  there  in  Celia's  advice  to  war- 
rant his  conclusions?  He  was  out  of  the  way 
now.  Then  the  great  bell  struck,  a  whistle 
sounded  shrill,  the  ponderous  wheels  moved, 
bands  began  to  play ;  every  giant  stretched  its 
iron  limbs  preparatory  to  the  day's  work ;  the 
men,  hearty  and  loud,  bustled  about ;  and  the 
young  man,  who  had  stood  by  his  father's  win- 
dow and  listened  unmoved  to  the  exquisite^ym- 
phonies  of  the  great  masters,  felt  his  heart  beat 
quicker  as  though  struggling  to  time  itself  with 
the  music  around  him. 

So  cheerily  to  work :  sleeves  rolled  up,  quick 
strokes,  and  no  repining.  Thus  another  year 
rolled  by :  from  drudgery  to  trust  and  super- 
vision ;  now  consulted  in  great  schemes ;  and 
now  intrusted  with  plans  that  demanded  all  his 
quick  intelligence,  and  always  willing,  eager, 
hopeful. 

There  were  secrets  hidden  in  the  lumber  and 
cinders  of  the  great  work-house,  as  there  always 
is  in  combinations  of  mute  matter — mysteries  in 
the  cc^ners,  about  the  surging,  driving  engines, 
lurking  in  the  vapor  and  glow — mysteries  that 
needed  only  the  key  of  intelligence  to  unlock 
them  and  lug  them  forth  facts  for  the  world  to 
seize  upon  and  use  and  pay  for  in  its  gold.  Is 
it  strange  that  the  watchful  young  man,  who  sat 
for  hours  before  an  intricacy  of  wheels  and  teeth 
and  levers,  catching  the  meaning  of  the  wonder- 
ful play,  who  knew  the  purpose  and  })ower  of 
everv  screw  because  it  had  interested  him  and 


won  him,  should  begin  to  feel  about  for  new 
facts?  He  groped  for  a  while,  and  then  the 
voice  in  him  said,  authoritatively,  this  would  be 
better  so  !  It  were  in  accordance  with  the  law  ; 
but  now  perfect  harmony  is  not  attained.  He 
was  sure  of  it.  It  came  back  to  him  at  night ; 
he  drew  it  with  square  and  rule ;  and  then  he 
proclaimed  it. 

At  first  they  were  doubtful ;  he  demanded 
trial,  and  practical  men  were  not  long  in  un- 
derstanding it.  It  was  true.  So  the  workmen 
called  him  smart,  the  superintendent  spoke  of 
him  to  the  directors ;  they  said  it  was  genius, 
and  patented  his  discovery  in  their  own  right, 
giving  him  promotion  and  a  wider,  clearer  field ! 
After  that  he  was  a  man. 

Benjamin  Brown  speculated  and  doubled  his 
fortune.  He  grew  fond  of  gay  society  and  pur- 
chased a  city  residence.  His  last  folly  was  a 
land  mania,  and  somewheres  in  Pennsylvania 
were  great  tracts  of  barrenness  subject  to  his 
will,  if,  indeed,  they  could  ever  be  subjected  to 
any  thing. 

The  Third  Ward  had  gone  through  the  ordeal 
of  watering-places,  flirtation,  folly ;  she  sang 
her  way  into  the  first  set,  and  then  became  dis- 
gusted at  the  set  because  of  her  music  rather 
than  herself.  Several  well-to-do  young  men 
made  it  their  chief  business  in  life  to  fall  in  love 
Avith  her,  and  she  made  it  her  mission  to  laugh 
at  them.  Her  friends  who  had  planned  and  pre- 
dicted for  her  became  disgusted  until  a  young 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  Lakely,  better  known 
at  the  Browns'  as  "George,"  turned  np  and 
threatened  to  finish  the  business.  Poet,  art- 
ist, author,  vocalist,  and  such  a  reader!  His 
"  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade"  and  the  "Bridge 
of  Sighs"  from  an  ottoman  in  the  drawing-room 
won  him  the  day.  After  his  exquisite  warble 
of  "You'll  Eemember  Me,"  Mr.  Brown,  who 
w-as  eating  ice-cream  in  the  corner,  said  to  his 
wife,  "  Such,  my  dear,  was  Haydn's  destiny  ; 
but  he  slighted  it." 

Nobody  could  translate  the  libretto  of  an  Opera 
like  George,  and  the  consequence  was,  no  one 
pleased  Celia  so  well  on  opera  nights  ;  besides,  he 
was  handsome,  tall  and  slender,  pale  and  ef- 
feminate, indolent  and  amiable.  And  her  friends 
saw  that  matters  were  approaching  a  crisis.  Un- 
cle Tompkins  sent  for  her  and  asked  her  why  she 
was  not  married.  So  she  blushed  and  hesitated, 
and  said  it  was  not  her  fault.  He  advised  her 
to  attend  to  it  at  once,  and  she  obediently  prom- 
ised to  do  so  the  next  day. 

The  next  day  George  advised  her  to  do  the 
same  thing,  and  let  him  arrange  the  details  ;  the 
latter  she  preferred  to  do  herself.  He  should 
have  an  ansAver  in  a  week. 

Then  she  wrote  a  note  to  Haydn.  "Come 
and  see  me  immediately  ;  I  want  to  ask  your  ad- 
vice;" and  signed  it  "Third  Ward,"  as  though 
to  intimate  to  him  that  she  Avas  still  a  girl. 

And  Haydn  came  of  course.  Four  years  had 
flown  since  he  had  asked  her  foV  advice.  She 
expected  to  see  him  altered,  but  only  in  man- 
ner.    She  felt  young  and  blithe  and  careless, 
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an  I  forgot  that  circumstances  sometimes  make 
men  of  boys  rapidly.  So  when  he  came  and 
she  rose  to  give  him  her  hand  she  was  aston- 
ished. He  was  taller  and  broader  and  heavier. 
He  stood  erect  and  was  self-reliant ;  there  was, 
too,  the  master's  expression  in  his  eye  ;  the  speak- 
ing consciousness  of  purpose  that  is  strength,  and 
j)ride  of  intellect  self-exhumed. 

Her  greater  knowledge  of  conventional  usage 
and  her  acquired  self-possession  did  not  save  her 
from  some  confusion.  She  had  sent  for  Haydn, 
and  summoned  a  giant. 

After  the  formalities  it  went  smooth  enough 
though. 

"  You  once  asked  my  advice,"  she  said,  "  and 
I  gave  it  to  you.  It  may  or  may  not  have  been 
true  that  I  understood  you  as  you  claimed,  but 
you  needed  advice  then,  and  I  do  now.  I  am 
sick,  disgusted,  desperate.  Listen  to  my  case 
attentively  and  answer  me  frankly.  I  am  de- 
pendent, self-willed,  and  proud;  that  you  know. 
I  can  not  live  much  longer  in  ray  present  con- 
dition. I  have  even  promised  my  uncle  to 
change  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  don't  think  I 
should  be  particularly  happy  in  following  any 
advice  that  I  have  received  yet,  much  less  in 
giving  in  to  their  importunities.  Now  what 
would  you  advise  as  a  friend?" 

*'Is  it  not  somewhat  singular  that  you  should 
appeal  to  me  in  so  delicate  a  matter  when  you 
are  surrounded  by  friends  whose  tastes  and  preju- 
dices, if  I  may  use  that  word,  are  similar  to 
your  own  ?" 

"Not  at  all.  You  once  said  our  'tastes' 
were  alike,  what  right  had  you  to  alter  your 
opinion  ?" 

"  If  I  understand  you,"  he  said,  ' '  you  are  be- 
set, annoyed,  almost  coerced.  You  think  that 
in  vielding  you  will  be  unhappv.  Am  I  cor- 
rect?" 

"Yes,  mainly  so." 

"Then  this  is  my  advice.  Ever  since  I  left 
you  at  Slightington  your  words  have  rung  in  my 
ears.  '  If  you  understand  me  you  will  try  to 
be.'  Celia,  I  thought  I  understood  you.  I  am 
a  man.  If  I  did  not  interpret  your  words  amiss 
MARRY  ME,  and  don't  have  any  trouble  !" 

She  neither  simpered  nor  smiled.  She  got 
lip,  held  out  her  hand  business-like,  and  said, 

"Haydn,  I  will!" 

If  it  sounds  stiff  and  methodical  to  you,  poor 
reader,  it  is  because  you  are  in  the  habit  of  see- 
ing these  things  dimly  through  a  glass  of  non- 
sense. 

What  was  afterward  said  partly  redeemed  the 
transaction  from  any  such  charge.  Like  practi- 
cal people,  having  settled  the  business  to  their 
satisfaction  they  gave  way  to  nonsense,  and 
Martha  burst  in  upon  them  sitting  both  on  one 
t;hair. 

She  had  turned  his  hands  over  and  looked  at 
them  with  wonder,  and  he  had  said  :  "  If  you 


believe  that  a  man  with  ambition,  and  courage, 
and  patience  can  win  success  in  any  sphere,  how- 
ever rude,  you  will  be  content  to  trust  me  and 
wait  with  me." 

She  wanted  to  see  his  stiif  fingers  on  the  key- 
board, but  he  would  not  wait.  "I'll  show  you 
music,  Celia,  one  of  these  days — a  mighty  instru- 
ment, organ  toned,  with  a  thousand  keys  and 
voices  that  shall  be  heard  all  over  the  continent." 
And  she  said  again,  with  some  of  his  fire  reficcted 
in  her  eye,  that  she  understood  him. 

So  they  were  married,  without  parade  or  dis- 
play, to  the  consternation,  disgust,  and  scandal 
of  musicians  in  and  out  of  Slightington  and  all 
the  Browns  collectively. 

Uncle  Tompkins  acted  most  strangely.  Sent 
for  one  of  his  fowling-pieces  and  fired  it  out  of 
the  window  when  he  heard  the  news.  Wrote 
several  impertinent  letters  to  different  people, 
and  astonished  Brown  by  saying  that  it  was  just 
what  he  had  expected  and  worked  for ! 

The  years  were  uneventful  after  that.  But 
the  sequel  is  nov:).  If  you  would  like  to  s^e 
Haydn's  instrument  you  must  visit  the  immense 
works  over  there.  It  is  an  enormous  music-box 
wound  up  every  morning  ;  a  thousand  men  form 
the  chorus  inside,  and  their  music  goes  out  upon 
the  iron  rails  to  sing  its  own  i)raises  through  the 
forests  and  over  the  prairies ;  to  charm  the  roar 
of  the  ocean  and  to  dig  up  the  treasures  of  earth 
hidden  fathoms  deep. 

There  is  an  office  on  the  first  floor,  and  there 
we  shall  find  the  key-board  of  the  instrument, 
with  the  master-hand  that  plays  upon  it.  He 
was  right.  It  is  a  harmony  at  once  sweetly  ter- 
rible and  wonderful.  Perhaps  you  know  him, 
having  heard  of  him  in  connection  with  ocean 
navigation  and  the  new  iron-clads,  or  have  some 
acquaintance  with  the  large  family.  I  hope 
so. 

Mr.  Brown,  with  a  sense  of  poetic  justice  that 
did  him  credit,  fiiiled.  His  barrennesses  in 
Pennsylvania  were  about  to  be  brought  to  the 
hammer  when  Haydn  went  off  down  there  witii 
a  couple  of  practical  men,  camped  out  a  week  in 
the  rocks,  and  then  bought  in  the  whole  tract. 
The  next  that  was  heard  from  there  came  through 
the  newspapers,  and  had  reference  to  a  discovery 
of  petroleum.  Improved  machinery  has  pumped 
ui>  a  great  many  thousand  dollars  from  the  tract 
since. 

As  for  George,  he  is  a  member  of  a  negro 
minstrel  troupe;  and  is,  I  believe,  deservedly 
popular. 

You  would  hardly  think  that  the  lady  I  point 
out  to  you,  stepping  from  her  carriage,  and  fol- 
lowed by  three  children — that  tall,  serious  wo- 
man— is  the  Third  Ward  ;  but  it  is.  You  have 
encountered  her  name  before  to-day  associated 
with  some  local  or  national  charity,  but  you 
never  suspected  it  was  my  heroine. 
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THREE  YEARS. 

THREE  autumn  tides  have  browned  the  year 
And  leaves  thrice  ripened  to  their  fall, 
Since  throut;;h  our  homesteads,  far  and  near, 
In  tones  resonant,  loud,  and  clear, 
Kang  out  the  thrilling  battle-call. 

Its  echoes  lingered  on  the  hearth. 

It  cliilled  us  with  its  wild  alarm, 
It  daslied  with  pain  our  cup  of  mirth, 
And  fateful  Sorrow  stalked  on  earth 

With  haggard  eve  and  lifted  arm. 

An  angr}^  murmur  from  afar, 

A  reddening  glow  from  lurid  skies, 
Grim  rumors  of  the  shock  of  war 
(As  southward  waned  star  after  star) 
Filled  all  our  hearts  wdth  sad  surprise. 

And  hands  were  loosed  from  hands.     We  sate 

Inquiring  mutely  of  the  end. 
The  shadows  of  approaching  fate 
Seemed  darkly  round  the  hearth  to  wait, 

Enwrapping  closely  friend  from  friend. 

Then  manhood  sternly  rose,  and  bade 

The  weakness  of  the  hour  depart. 
By  war's  black  tempest  undismayed, 
On  God's  right  arm  for  succor  stayed, 

Arose  in  strength  the  patriot  heart. 

Ye  gave  us,  and  we  w^ent.     W^ith  sighs, 
With  saddened  hearts  ye  sent  us  forth ; 

With  faltering  lips,  with  streaming  eyes, 

Your  firm-devoted  sacrifice, 
O  women  of  the  loyal  North ! 

Ye  pledged  us — ^j'^ours  the  hands  that  pressed 

Within  our  ow^n  the  battle-brand ; 
The  lips  were  yours  whose  kisses  blessed, 
Yours  the  endearments  that  caressed 

Each  hero  of  the  martyr-band. 

And  years  have  fled  in  strife  and  pain. 

The  sickly  revelry  of  war ; 
The  Southern  summer  burns  again, 
And  sad,  stern  eyes,  through  blinding  rain, 

Look  forth  where  glows  the  Northern  Star. 

Ye  watch  and  wait,  and  hope  the  day 

Tliat  calls  us  from  these  fields  of  woe, 
That  rifts  the  battle-cloud  away, 
Tliat  plucks  us  harmless  from  the  fray, 
That  makes  a  friend  of  every  foe. 

0  mother,  sister,  maid,  and  wife. 

Who  hold  our  hearts  in  sorrow's  thrall, 

Call  us  not  back  wdiile  yet  the  strife 

Is  madly  raging  for  the  life 
Of  licr  the  mother  of  us  all ! 

Not  yet,  not  yet!     Once  more  inspire 

Our  arms,  our  hearts,  our  souls  with  strength 

To  trample  down  all  weak  desire. 

To  brave  anew  licU's  awful  fire, 

The  victory  to  grasp  at  length  ! 

J.  F.  F.,  114th  N.  Y.  V. 
New  Om.EANS,  June^  18(54. 


THREE  YEARS  IN  MONT- 
GOMERY. 

FIVE  years  ago,  influenced  by  the  logic  of 
high  wages,  I  went  South  to  pursue  my 
trade  as  a  machinist.  Knowing  that  in  the 
Cotton  States  competent  mechanics  were  com- 
paratively few,  I  imagined  that  I  would  there 
be  able  to  make  my  way  to  fortune  more  cer- 
tainly and  easily  than  in  the  overcrowded  North, 
where  industry  and  genius  characterized  all  de- 
partments of  the  mechanic  arts.  In  the  fall  of 
1860  I  became  foreman  of  the  machine  works 
of  the  Florida  and  Alabama  Railroad  Company, 
situated  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  These  works 
were  among  the  most  extensive  in  the  Gulf 
States,  and  afforded  me  precisely  the  opportuni- 
ty I  wanted  to  demonstrate  my  capacity  and 
achieve  a  competence.  The  opportunity,  how- 
ever, for  which  I  had  longed  and  waited,  brought 
with  it,  when  it  came,  possibilities  of  evil  as  well 
as  promises  of  good.  In  November  of  that  year, 
Mr.  Lincoln  having  been  elected  President,  se- 
cession began  to  be  talked  of.  A  feeling  of  un- 
easiness and  distrust  began  to  creep  through 
society  and  to  disturb  the  channels  of  business 
and  trade.  I  soon  felt  that,  as  a  Northern  man, 
loyal  in  every  throb  of  my  heart  to  the  Union, 
my  position,  in  the  event  of  actual  separation, 
might  become  unpleasant  if  not  dangerous  ;  but 
I  knew  my  value  to  my  employers,  and  I  de- 
termined to  remain  and  trust  to  circumstances  to 
deliver  me  from  whatever  perils  might  arise. 

We  who  loved  the  Union  of  the  fiithers  lived 
centuries  of  feeling  in  those  first  days  of  rebell- 
ion. Every  where  madness  ruled  the  hour. 
Extravagant  in  hope,  prodigal  in  promises  of 
success,  the  movement  swept  on  for  a  time  with 
a  vehemence  which  nothing  could  resist.  The 
whole  city  was  ablaze  with  excitement.  Troops 
coming  and  going;  drums  beating,  trumpets 
snarling,  flags  flying,  the  populace  thronging 
in  holiday  attire  to  reviews  and  parades;  all 
this  passed  before  our  eyes  and  saluted  our  ears 
day  and  night.  Yet  few,  if  any,  dreamed  that 
war  would  actually  come.  Even  the  chief  con- 
spirators who,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1801,  met 
in  convention  and  a  day  or  two  after  ordained  a 
Provisional  Government,  imagined  they  would 
be  permitted  to  achieve  their  ends  without  actu- 
al conflict.  The  popular  enthusiasm  would  have 
been  vastly  abated  had  a  suspicion  of  what  was 
to  follow  illuminated  for  one  moment  the  general 
understanding;  one  glimpse  of  the  horrors  of 
Shiloh,  Antietam,  and  Gettysburg,  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient  to  cool  the  impetuous  ardor 
of  the  most  sanguine  and  arrogant;  and  the 
masses  would  have  shrunk  a])palled  from  even 
the  first  Bull  Run  could  a  revelation  of  its  pains 
and  slaughter  have  been  held  before  them  in 
prophetic  vision.  But  even  we,  Northern  men 
as  we  were,  believed  that  hostilities  would  not 
ensue,  or  if  they  did,  that  they  would  terminate 
with  one  or  two  engagements,  and  it  was  in  that 
conviction  chiefly  we  had  determined  to  re- 
main.    When  we,  who  ought  to  have  known  so 
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much  better,  thus  misinterpreted  the  temper  of 
the  North  and  the  plain  signs  of  the  times,  we 
can  hardly  wonder  that  the  multitude  at  the 
South  were  swept  away  by  the  sudden  tide  of 
enthusiasm,  and  applauded  what  they  did  not 
comprehend  ? 

The  storm  deepened.  State  after  State  se- 
ceded. Jeff  Davis  was  inaugurated — I  remem- 
ber well  with  what  an  indignant  heart  I  stood 
by  and  witnessed  the  solemn  mockery ;  and  I 
was  not  long  in  learning  that  it  would  have  been 
true  wisdom  in  me  to  have  quitted  the  Confed- 
eracy. We  saw,  from  the  day  when  the  Gov- 
ernment was  formally  installed,  that  it  had  the 
eyes  of  Argus  and  the  arms  of  Briareus.  The 
conspirators  understood  much  better  than  the 
North  has  ever  done  their  true  dangers  and  real 
weakness.  They  knew  that  their  only  chance 
of  success  was  in  compelling  universal  acqui- 
escence in  their  rule,  in  reducing  the  people  to 
such  complete  subjection  as  to  enable  the  usurp- 
ing authority  to  seize,  possess,  and  use,  unop- 
posed and  unresisted,  all  the  resources  and  en- 
ergies of  the  revolted  States  in  furtherance  of 
their  desperate  enterprise.  Hence  personal  lib- 
erty was  restricted  ;  spies  were  set  at  every  cor- 
ner; barrel-head  inquisitions  were  instituted, 
and  their  summary  edicts  pitilessly  enforced ;  in 
a  hundred  nameless  ways  we  were  made  to  feel 
that  a  harsh,  vigilant  despotism  hedged  us  about 
on  every  side,  lying  in  wait,  as  it  were,  with 
cunning  seines  for  every  tripping  foot.  That 
thus  menaced  by  a  mysterious  and  sometimes 
impalpable  oppression,  we  grew  ourselves  to  be 
suspicious,  to  speak  with  bated  breath,  to  walk 
to  and  fro  with  cautious  steps,  and  eyes  Avatch- 
ful  and  observant,  was  only  a  logical  sequence 
— was  necessary,  indeed,  to  safety. 

There  were,  of  course,  some  loyal  men  in 
Montgomery.  I  say  of  course,  because  there 
are  Uuion  men  every  where  throughout  the 
South.  A  stranger,  indeed,  would  not  discov- 
er the  fact;  they  have  learned  that  the  stillest 
air  may  babble  secrets  in  unfriendly  ears,  and 
that  safety  lies  only  in  silence;  but  in  retired 
places,  among  those  whose  fidelity  is  assured, 
they  express  freely  their  thoughts  and  the  as})i- 
rations  of  their  hearts.  As  a  Northern  man  I 
naturally  drifted  into  communication  with  these 
loyalists;  and  the  rebellion  was  not  a  month 
old  before  I  had  a  perfect  understanding  with 
tiiem  all,  and  knew  my  position  exactly. 

In  the  fall  of  18G1,  in  order  that  we  might 
enjoy  as  far  as  possible  exemption  from  the  prev- 
alent espionage,  five  other  young  men  and  my- 
self, all  of  Northern  antecedents  and  symi)athics, 
engaged  a  house,  and  fitting  it  up  with  necessary 
conveniences,  placed  it  in  charge  of  an  old  negro 
possessing  superior  qualifications  as  a  cook. 
Here  we  lived  until  our  escape  was  finally  ef- 
fected, subjected  often  to  annoyance ;  but  yet 
comparatively  free  tj  speak  and  act  as  our  con- 
victions inclined  us.  Our  rooms  became  in 
time  a  favorite  resort,  at  favorable  opportunities, 
of  the  loyal  men  of  the  city,  and  more  than  one 
suffering  and  persecuted  household  was  relieved 


through  the  charities  there  devised.  I  may  as 
well  say  here  that  the  loyalists  of  the  city  were 
united  by  the  closest  fellowship,  holding  frequent 
meetings  in  quiet  places,  and  all  co-o})erating 
for  the  help  of  each  in  every  strait  and  emerg- 
ency where  help  could  be  given.  At  these  meet- 
ings such  Northern  papers  and  periodicals  as  by 
any  means  fell  into  our  possession  Avere  passed 
from  hand  to  hand,  and  their  contents  absorbed 
for  future  reflection  and  use.  Frequently  I  have 
seen  papers  so  Avorn  and  soiled  by  this  Avide  cir- 
culation and  perusal  as  to  be  almost  illegible, 
and  yet,  cA^en  then,  they  were  regarded  as  treas- 
ures of  too  great  value  to  be  lightly  throAvn  aside. 
Considering  that  for  two  years  our  only  commu- 
nication from  the  North,  and  our  only  trust-Avor- 
thy  information  as  to  the  progress  of  events 
among  our  kindred,  was  obtained  in  this  Avay, 
and  that  it  Avas  only  at  rare  intervals  such  North- 
ern papers  came  into  our  hands,  it  Avill  not  be 
difficult  for  any  one  to  understand  how  abso- 
lutely Ave  Avere  in  the  dark  as  to  the  temper, 
hopes,  and  purposes  of  those  Avhom  Ave  felt  to  be 
fighting  for  us,  prisoners  in  the  far  South,  as 
much  as  for  themselves  and  their  posterity. 

As  time  slipped  on  and  the  necessities  of  the 
conspirators  became  more  urgent  and  impera- 
tive, it  daily  grew  more  certain  that  avc  Avere 
exposed  to  danger,  and  could  not  always  expect 
to  escape  the  chances  of  a  call  to  the  field. 
When  at  last  a  draft  was  ordered,  our  distress 
of  mind  Avas  complete ;  we  had  resoh^ed  never 
to  fight  against  the  Government,  but  hoAv  to 
elude  the  clutch  of  the  conscription  was  a  ques- 
tion which  caused  us  many  a  sleepless  night. 
Providence,  hoAvever,  was  on  our  side.  The 
Aveeks  ran  into  months,  and  the  months  rolled 
away,  and  still  Ave  escaped.  One  day  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Works  called  me  to  his  of- 
fice and  informed  me  that  in  view  of  the  import- 
ance of  kee])ing  the  railroads  in  Avorking  order, 
it  had  been  determined  to  exempt  from  the  draft 
all  the  workmen  employed  by  our  Company; 
and  in  confirmation  of  his  statement,  gave  mo 
the  folloAving  certificate,  duplicates  of  Avhich 
were  at  once  furnished  to  all  the  operatives : 

Office  op  Alabama  and  Fi-oriha  Railroad  Co. 

MONTGOMKEY,   Oct.  21,   18B3 

I  certify  that  \V.  lledge-^, 

aged  32  yeavri,  five  feet  five  incht's  liigli,  fair  complexion, 
blue  eyes,  aubiini  hair,  is  engaged  in  the  service  of  this 
Company,  and  is,  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  in  machine- 
shop,  under  the  laws  of  tlie  Confederate  Congress,  exemj)t 
from  military  duty. 

[TW  Note. — It  is  made  the  duty  of  tlie  SuperiDtendent  to  rejiort  to 
tho  enrolling  officer  tbe  names  of  aU  men  Icaviiijj  tlio  service  of  this 
Conii)iiiiy.  Sam'l  G.  JoNKs, 

Engineer  and  SiipH. 

The  Nofe  embodied  in  this  certificate  had  a 
significance  Avhich  is  hardly  apparent  to  the  cas- 
ual observer.  It  had  two  objects ;  first,  to  j)reA-cnt 
"strikes"  among  the  operatives,  and  second,  to 
simplify  and  facilitate  the  work  of  conscription 
AvhcncA'cr,  for  any  cause,  any  of  them  might 
leave  the  establishment.  It  iiad  occurred  on 
one  or  tAVO  occasions  that  the  Avorkmen  had  com- 
bined to  compel  an  increase  of  Avages,  and  to 
that  end  had  ceased  Avork  at  critical  momenta 
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when  every  man  was  particularly  needed  in  his 
])lace.  These  ])roceedings  had  greatly  embar- 
rassed the  Government,  and  summary  correct- 
ive measures  were  consequently  adopted.  Or- 
ders were  issued  that  all  operatives  who  might 
hereafter  engage  in  "strikes"  should  be  seized 
by  the  officers  of  conscription  and  placed  in  the 
ranks,  whence  they  would  be  detailed  to  the 
machine- works  for  service.  In  this  way  the 
Government  would  secure  their  labor  at  thirteen 
dollars  a  month  instead  of  fifty  or  sixty  as  be- 
fore, and  the  spirit  of  disaffection  would,  more- 
over, be  effectually  crushed.  Tiie  Note  embod- 
ied in  the  exemption  certificate  Avas  designed  to 
remind  the  operatiA'es  of  these  facts,  presenting 
distinctly  the  danger  of  insubordination,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  served  as  a  perpetual  warn- 
ing to  the  Superintendent  to  report  faitlifully  and 
promptly  "the  names  of  all  men  leaving  the 
service  of  the  Company."  There  was  in  this  a 
spice  of  despotism  ;  but  then,  despotism  was  ev- 
ery where,  menacing  every  tiling,  and  so  in- 
considerable a  trifle  as  this  scarcely  occasioned 
a  thought. 

Only  once  did  my  certificate  fail  to  command 
respect.  One  night  hurrying  along  the  street, 
I  was  challenged  by  a  sentinel.  I  stopped  and 
exhibited  my  certificate,  supposing  he  would  be 
satisfied  upon  discovering  my  position.  But  I 
was  mistaken  ;  the  fellow  was  resolute,  declar- 
ing that  his  orders  were  imperative  not  to  per- 
mit any  person  to  pass  his  post,  unless  j^rovided 
with  a  pass,  after  eight  o'clock  at  night.  A  par- 
ley ensued,  and  angry  at  the  detention,  I  was 
on  the  point  of  pronouncing  my  opinion  of  the 
Confederacy  in  no  choice  terms,  when  a  gentle- 
man who  had  come  up  interfered  with  the  re- 
■  mark  that  it  was  "  all  right,"  and  I  was  permit- 
ted to  depart.  I  learned  the  next  day  that  the 
]ierson  so  befriending  me  was  the  chief  of  the 
Conscription  Bureau  in  the  city,  and  though 
obliged  to  him  for  his  intercession,  the  knowl- 
edge as  to  his  personality  was  by  no  means  grat- 
ifying. It  was  obvious  that  he  was  intimately 
informed  as  to  my  occupation  and  relations ; 
and  the  more  I  reflected  upon  the  circumstance 
the  more  uneasy  I  became. 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  adoption  of  the 
regulation  in  reference  to  exemptions,  an  order 
was  received  from  Richmond  directing  that  all 
persons  holding  exem])tion  certificates  should 
be  required  to  obtain  formal  recognitions  of  the 
fact,  or,  in  other  words,  safe-conducts  from  the 
Provost  Marshal,  and  that  all  other  persons 
liable  to  military  duty  should  be  immediately 
forced  into  the  ranks.  In  com])liance  with  this 
order,  a  week  or  so  after  its  announcement,  I 
called  at  the  office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  and 
there  obtained  the  following  : 

Military  Post,  Montgomkky,  Ala. 
PuovosT  Mahshal's  Office,  Nov.  18,  18C3. 
rermi.ssion  is  liereby  gniuted  to  W.  Hedges  to  remain 
iu  the  city  for  sixty  (GO)  day,-;. 

A.  <feF.  liPu  Co. 
By  o^der,  Frank  Clakke, 

Captain  ami  Provost  Marshal. 

Pt'/-  Vrw.   M'CrUEGOR. 


Neither  myself  nor  my  room-mates,  all  of 
whom  obtained  similar  permits,  liked  the  limit- 
ation they  contained  as  to  time.  We  could  re- 
main in  the  city  for  sixty  days,  but  what  was  to 
come  after  that  ?  Daily  occurrences  around  us 
for  some  time  had  not  been  calculated  to  afford 
us  any  strong  assurance  of  safety.  Hourly,  we 
had  seen  men  seized  and  hurried  to  the  con- 
scription head-quarters.  Daily,  gangs  of  men 
from  the  surrounding  country  were  brought  in, 
often  wearing  handcufls — sometimes  resisting 
doggedly  every  step  of  the  way  toward  the  slav- 
ery that  awaited  them.  In  those  days  it  had 
been  no  unusual  occurrence  to  see  men,  who 
had  driven  loads  of  wood  into  the  city  for  sale, 
taken  from  their  wagons  and  carried  away,  in 
spite  of  protests,  entreaties,  and  resistance,  to 
fill  places  in  tlie  ranks.  Then,  next  day,  we 
had  found  in  the  daily  papers  notices  to  the 
families  of  the  men  thus  abducted,  advising 
them  to  come  and  take  away  the  abandoned 
teams.  All  these  things  served  to  deepen  and 
intensify  the  thought  which  had  been  lying  so 
long  in  our  minds.  We  must  make  our  escape 
at  once,  if  we  would  escape  at  all — that  was  at 
last  too  obvious  to  admit  of  question. 

We  acted  instantly  on  this  conviction.  Eor 
a  year  we  had  been  awaiting  an  opportunity  to 
escape,  but  it  had  never  offered ;  every  door 
seemed  closed  against  us.  One  chief  difficulty 
in  the  way  had  been  our  inability  to  procure  a 
guide,  upon  whom  we  could  depend,  to  pilot  us 
through  the  mazes  of  outlying  rebel  pickets  to  a 
place  of  safety  on  the  sea-board.  The  country 
to  the  south,  toward  the  Gulf  coast,  off  the  main 
lines  of  travel,  was  entirely  unknown  to  all  of 
us ;  and  to  undertake  to  escajje  by  interior 
routes  to  the  North  was  only  to  expose  our- 
selves to  the  risk  of  entanglement  and  almost 
certain  capture.  For  a  whole  year,  therefore, 
we  had  simply  watched  and  waited.  But  at 
last,  the  very  day  before  I  obtained  my  safe- 
conduct,  I  had  received  information  that  a  guide 
was  to  be  had  near  Pollard,  a  town  one  hundred 
miles  southward  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  to 
Pensacola.  Having  the  freedom  of  the  road  I 
had  at  once  satisfied  myself  that  the  person  of 
whom  we  had  heard  was  trust-worthy,  had  en- 
gaged him,  through  his  agent,  to  undertake  our 
deliverance,  and  witliin  a  few  hours  after  visit- 
ing the  office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  had  com- 
pleted all  arrangements  for  departure — the  tenor 
of  the  permits  there  obtained  tending  greatly  to 
accelerate  our  movements.  Our  party  consist- 
ed of  five  persons  in  all — namely,  George  Pol- 
well,  Peter  Martin,  James  Ward,  John  Pierce, 
and  myself — William  Hedges.  The  day  pre- 
ceding that  on  which  we  had  engaged  with  the 
guide  to  meet  him  at  Pollard  Martin  went  down 
to  that  place  on  pretense  of  procuring  lumber 
for  a  shop  which  the  Company  had  in  course  of 
erection,  and  did  not  retiyn  to  Montgomery. 
The  same  day  Pierce,  who  was  running  a  loco- 
motive on  the  road,  managed  to  precipitate  his 
train  into  another,  crushing  several  cars  and 
badly  damaging  the  engine.     Ward,  who  was 
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also  acting  as  engineer  on  another  train,  had 
met  Avith  a  similar  accident  the  week  before, 
and  both  trains  were  still  lying  in  their  ruins. 
These  circumstances  were  singularly  favorable 
to  our  scheme  !  There  being  no  engines  to  op- 
erate Folwell,  Ward,  and  Pierce  gave  out  that 
they  would  go  down  and  ascertain  what  could 
be  done  toward  repairing  the  damaged  locomo- 
tives, intimating  that,  if  their  presence  were  not 
afterward  required  in  the  works,  they  might 
make  an  excursion  to  Mobile,  as  they  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  doing  at  intervals,  when  work 
was  not  pressing,  during  the  past  year.  No 
objection  was  made  to  their  proposition,  and 
accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the 
21st  of  November,  1863,  taking  the  early  train, 
they  departed,  not  unprovided,  however,  for  any 
emergencies  that  might  arise  in  the  course  of 
their  adventure.  The  day  before  I  had  pur- 
chased a  ham — the  last  but  one  in  the  market 
as  I  discovered  by  visiting  all  the  stores — for 
which  I  had  paid  thirty  dollars ;  and  this,  hav- 
ing been  cooked  and  boned,  was  smuggled  in 
the  night,  together  with  bread  and  crackers,  on 
board  the  tender  of  the  engine,  being  safely 
hidden  under  the  wood,  where  also  two  trusty 
shot-guns  were  snugly  stowed  away  out  of  sight. 
It  is  possible  that  had  the  engineer  of  the  train 
been  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  luggage  carried 
by  the  excursionists  he  might  have  objected — • 
might,  indeed,  have  reported  the  singular  cir- 
cumstance to  his  superiors  ;  but  fortune  was  on 
our  side,  and  so,  amply  provisioned,  four  of  the 
party  were  started  and  out  of  reach,  certain  of 
not  being  expected,  in  any  case,  before  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  or  Tuesday. 

At  noon,  putting  an  old  pair  of  boots  under 
my  arm,  I  went  to  the  Superintendent  and  told 
him  that  I  would  like  to  run  down  to  Evergreen, 
seventy-five  miles  distant,  where  I  could  have 
my  boots  repaired  much  more  cheaply  than  in 
Montgomery.  This  was  true,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent knew  it.  Citizens  frequently  went  to 
the  surrounding  towns  for  repairing  and  to  pur- 
chase the  necessaries  of  life,  owing  to  the  ex- 
travagant prices  demanded  by  the  Montgomery 
dealers.  The  Superintendent  at  once  consented 
to  my  request,  remarking  that  business  was  slack, 
and  I  could  as  well  as  not  have  a  day  or  two  to 
myself.  Thus  I  too,  going  on  board  the  train 
just  about  to  leave,  got  away  unsuspected.  It 
really  seemed  as  if  Providence  were  ordering  ev- 
ery thing  to  our  hands,  and  that  thought  com- 
forted me  as  the  wheezing  engine  dashed  us 
slowly  onward  through  the  mellow  afternoon 
into  the  solemn  night. 

Passing  Evergreen  I  reached  Burnt  Corn  Sta- 
tion at  midnight  and  found  my  comrades — who, 
leaving  the  train  at  various  points,  had  there 
united  —  awaiting  me.  This  station  was  ten 
miles  from  Pollard,  to  which  place  it  had  been 
deemed  unsafe  to  go,  owing  to  the  presence 
there  of  a  considerable  Confederate  force.  At 
Burnt  Corn,  Ward  and  Pierce  had  removed  our 
arms  and  provisions  from  the  tender,  while  Fol- 
well was  entertaining  the  engineer  and  fireman 


at  the  station  groggery,  the  removal  being  for- 
tunately accomplished  without  discovery.  Ac- 
cording to  instructions  we  at  once,  upon  my  ar- 
rival, pushed  into  the  woods,  where  we  were 
very  soon  met  by  an  old  man  and  a  girl,  who 
led  us  to  a  house  two  miles  away  where  the 
guide  had  agreed  to  meet  us.  The  girl,  who 
seemed  to  enter  with  the  utmost  heartiness  into 
our  adventure,  appeared  to  us  strangely  out  of 
place  in  that  obscure  and  sunless  place.  At- 
tired in  the  very  plainest  clothing,  there  was 
yet  something  very  winning  in  her  demure  air 
and  face,  and  her  lithe,  graceful  figure.  She 
was  evidently  more  intelligent  than  those  around 
her,  but  we  could  learn  very  little  as  to  her  his- 
tory beyond  the  ftict  that  her  father,  who  had  once 
been  well-to-do,  had  been  driven  from  his  home 
for  persisting  in  his  devotion  to  the  Union  ;  that 
her  mother  had  subsequently  died  broken-heart- 
ed ;  and  that  she,  only  fourteen  years  of  age, 
all  alone  in  the  world,  had  found  a  refuge  with 
the  old  man,  whose  companion  she  now  was. 
This  man,  though  worn  and  enfeebled  by  age, 
seemed  to  find  a  malicious  delight  in  the  thought 
that  he  had  aided  many  others  besides  ourselves 
to  escape.  It  was  in  this  way,  probably,  he  was 
avenging  the  wrongs  of  the  girl,  whose  young 
life  had  been  made  desolate  by  rebel  cruelty. 

At  the  house  of  the  guide  we  found  three  oth- 
er refugees  seeking  an  opportunity  to  escape, 
who  earnestly  entreated  that  they  might  be  per- 
mitted to  join  our  party ;  but  we  did  not  know 
how  far  they  could  be  trusted,  and  therefore  de- 
clined the  pleasure  of  their  company.  We 
learned,  in  the  conversation  that  ensued  upon 
their  request,  that  our  guide  had  already  piloted 
thirty-eight  loyalists  like  ourselves  across  the 
enemy's  lines;  and  all  of  us  felt  safer  and  more 
confident  upon  hearing  that  he  had  never  yet 
failed  in  his  undertakings. 

Shortly  before  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
having  been  refreshed  by  a  substantial  repast, 
with  the  guide  in  advance,  we  set  out  on  our 
pilgrimage.  We  had  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
yet  to  travel.  We  knew  the  way  was  a  difficult 
one  ;  that  the  country  was  thronged  by  enemies  ; 
that  there  were  dense,  malarious  swamps  to 
cross,  wide  rivers  to  pass,  great  stretches  of  for- 
est to  penetrate ;  that,  in  a  word,  dangers  would 
confront  us  at  almost  every  step ;  but  nothing 
we  might  meet  could  possibly  equal  in  horror 
the  sad,  dismal  life  we  were  leaving,  and  so,  mak- 
ing light  of  scratches,  bruises,  and  the  ghostly 
goblins  of  wood  and  thicket,  we  went  courage- 
ously forward.  After  walking  some  three  miles 
or  more  we  encountered  our  first  serious  impedi- 
ment in  a  creek  wliich  it  was  necessary  to  cross, 
and  wliich,  after  some  difficulty,  was  finally 
passed  in  a  boat  which  the  guide  found  in  the 
darkness  somewhere  under  the  bank.  Erom  that 
time  until  'ten  o'clock  the  following  morning  we 
marched  steadily  onward,  moving,  after  day- 
light, with  the  utmost  caution — keeping  away 
from  the  main  roads,  and  flanking,  by  circuit- 
ous movements,  the  few  houses  lying  along  the 
route.     The  distance  accomplished  up  to  this 
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time  was,  according  to  the  guide,  eighteen  miles; 
to  us  it  seemed  as  if  Ave  had  traveled  that  many 
leagues.  We  were  yet  in  the  first  tremor  of 
nervous  apprehension,  and  our  pace  seemed  hor- 
ribly sluggish,  though  we  knew  that  every  step 
forward — and  I  am  not  sure  that  we  did  not 
count  them  all — carried  us  further  toward  the 
Canaan  we  were  seeking. 

This  day  was  Sunday,  and  accordingly,  after 
finding  a  retreat  in  a  dense  swamp,  we  determ- 
ined to  encamp  until  evening,  knowing  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  go  forward  in  the  broad 
light  of  day  in  the  more  thickly  settled  region 
which  we  were  now  approaching.  Meanwhile 
the  guide,  leaving  us  in  our  retreat,  scouted 
about  the  country,  with  which  he  was  perfectly 
familiar,  making  observations  and  in  some  in- 
stances inquiries,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  position  of  the  rebel  pickets,  and  whether  any 
alarm  had  been  given  as  to  our  escape.  During 
his  absence  we  tried,  lying  on  the  ground,  to 
find  rest  in  sleep,  but  it  was  a  vain  effort.  Our 
anxiety  was  stronger  than  the  appeals  of  nature 
for  repose ;  Sodom  was  behind  us  and  Zoar  be- 
fore, but  we  could  not  tell  whether  our  feet 
would  reach  it,  and  that  thought  made  sleep  im- 
possible. As  for  myself,  I  had  suffered  during 
our  night  walk  the  sharpest  tortures  from  a  pair 
of  boots  for  which  I  had  paid  the  moderate  price 
of  $125,  and  I  could  as  well  have  dreamed  of 
heaven  in  the  shadows  of  the  world  of  the  lost 
as  have  slept  in  the  pain  which  was  left  me  as  a 
legacy  of  our  first  ten  hours  of  pedestrianism. 

That  night,  with  our  guide  again  moving 
carefully  in  the  advance,  we  walked  ten  miles, 
when  three  of  us  found  ourselves  exhausted. 
Our  feet  had  swollen,  we  were  weak  and  faint, 
and  it  seemed  at  first  as  if  we  must  abandon, 
then  and  there,  all  hope  of  accomplishing  the 
ten  miles  which  yet  remained  between  us  and 
the  Blackwater  River,  which  it  was  necessary  we 
should  cross  at  a  certain  point,  by  the  only 
bridge  within  our  reach,  before  daylight.  But 
after  a  time,  having  bathed  our  feet  and  changed 
our  hose,  we  again  started  out,  moving  painfully 
and  slowly,  but  still  steadily  diminishing  the 
distance  lying  between  us  and  the  point  at  which 
we  aimed.  Ward,  however,  long  before  we 
reached  the  river,  gave  out  utterly,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  way  was  surported  by  Folwell 
and  Pierce,  who  almost  forgot  their  own  weari- 
ness in  their  anxiety  to  stimulate  his  flagging 
energies.  I  have  never  seen  any  thing  more 
hopeless  and  desolate  than  poor  Ward's  face  as 
he  toiled  painfully  forward  through  the  swamps 
and  forests,  oppressed  with  the  fear  of  failure  in 
his  struggle  for  freedom,  and  yet  determined, 
with  a  sort  of  grim  desperation,  to  keep  on  and 
on,  even  though  upon  his  hands  and  knees. 
Once  only  did  he  utterly  despair.  "I  can't 
budge  another  foot,"  he  said,  desperately.  His 
whole  soul  seemed  to  be  overshadowed.  "I 
shall  never  see  Mary  again,"  he  added;  "I 
must  die  here  in  these  swamps ;  you  can  never 
carry  me  to  Pensacola,  and  I  cmtt  walk  any 
further."     Poor  fellow!  he  did  not  know  tiiat 


his  wife  was  even  then  dead,  and  that  the  au- 
tumn leaves  were  lying  on  the  grave  of  his  only 
boy,  far  away  in  the  Granite  State. 

At  length,  however,  spite  of  pains  and  weari- 
ness, the  Blackwater  was  crossed,  it  being  still 
dark  and  no  one  guarding  the  bridge  to  obstruct 
our  progress.  This  was  better  fortune  than  we 
had  expected,  and  we  felt  then,  as  we  feel  now, 
that  a  special  Providence  held  wide  open  that 
gate  to  the  land  of  promise  beyond.  Having 
j  passed  the  point  of  danger  we  threw  ourselves 
on  the  ground,  and  for  the  first  time  slept  sound- 
ly for  an  hour ;  then,  awaking  numb  and  sore, 
pushed  on,  having  five  miles  yet  to  go  before 
reaching  the  Yellow  Water  River,  where  we 
were  to  find  an  accomplice  of  the  guide's  with  a 
boat  to  carry  us  across.  But  a  disappointment 
awaited  us,  for,  on  arriving  at  the  river,  neither 
man  nor  boat  was  to  be  found.  For  a  moment 
thoughts  of  betrayal  filled  us  with  dismay.  Had 
we  journeyed  so  far  and  suffered  so  much  only 
to  fail  at  last  ?  Interrogations  like  these  flew 
instantly  to  our  lips,  and  were  addressed  with 
almost  angry  vehemence  to  the  guide,  who, 
amidst  them  all,  remained  resolute  and  calm. 
To  all  our  questioning  he  replied  that  he  knew 
his  men ;  that  he  had  as  much  at  stake  as  our- 
selves, and  that  if  we  would  only  be  patient  ev- 
ery thing  would  yet  result  to  our  satisfaction. 
With  this  he  left  us,  moving  stealthily  along  the 
river,  and  was  absent  for  an  hour,  during  which 
we  suffered  all  the  tortures  of  the  keenest  sus- 
pense, sometimes  even  doubting  the  guide  him- 
self, spite  of  his  logical  protest  as  to  the  dangers 
of  his  own  position.  Finally  returning,  he  re- 
assured us  by  leading  us  several  miles  down  the 
river  to  the  house  of  a  friend,  where  we  were 
kindly  received  and  furnished  an  excellent  meal, 
to  which  keen  appetites  enabled  us  to  do  full 
justice.  The  host,  who  was  henceforth  to  have 
i  us  in  charge,  was  a  "character"  of  the  most 
I  marked  type — one  of  those  robust,  sturdy  men, 
with  little  education  but  strong,  incorruptible 
j  integrity  and  dauntless  courage,  whose  influ- 
I  ence,  unconsciously  to  the  possessor,  often  sways 
:  whole  communities,  especially  in  the  South, 
where  characters  like  these  appeal  with  peculiar 
force  to  the  benighted  populace.  He  was  loyal 
to  the  core,  and  loved  the  old  flag  with  an  almost 
idolatrous  affection.  He  understood  perfectly  the 
peril  of  his  position ;  but  he  also  knew  his  rights, 
and  he  would  sell  his  life,  he  said,  in  their  de- 
fense. He  had  toiled  hard  for  many  years,  he 
told  us,  to  earn  his  little  property,  and  now  it 
was  his,  he  did  not  mean  that  any  man,  or  set 
of  men,  should  drag  him  from  it  to  fight  for  the 
infernal  traitor  nig.  The  old  man's  brave  talk 
stirred  and  strengthened  us  like  new  wine ;  we 
felt  that  we  could  trust  our  lives  with  him  as 
with  a  brother ;  that  come  what  might,  he  would 
stand  by  us  to  the  end. 

The  wife  of  this  veteran  Alabama  loyalist  was 
hardly  less  outspoken  than  himself  in  her  ex- 
pressions of  attachment  to  the  fl;ig.  "I  was 
born  under  it,"  siie  said,  during  our  conversa- 
tion at  the  tabic,  "and  I  hope  I  shall  never  live 
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to  see  another  put  in  its  place.  I  tell  my  boy 
there" — pointing  to  a  bright-faced  lad  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  years — "that  I'd  rather  bury  him 
with  my  own  hands  than  have  him  fight  against 
his  country  ;  and  I  don't  believe  he  ever  will  do 
that.  At  any  rate,"  she  added,  "he  sleeps 
with  the  flag  over  him  every  night,"  and  before 
we  left  she  confirmed  this  assertion  by  taking  us 
to  the  boy's  bedroom  and  showing  us  a  little 
flag  hanging  from  the  tall  head-board,  and  al- 
most touching  the  pillow. 

After  an  ho.ur  or  so,  which  had  been  occupied 
by  an  elder  son  of  the  host  in  prociiring  a  boat, 
we  crossed  the  river  in  the  direction  of  East 
Bay,  down  which  we  proposed  to  sail  to  Pensa- 
cola  Navy-yard.  Before  doing  so  we  settled 
with  our  guide,  paying  him  fifty  dollars  in  specie 
and  five  hundred  dollars  in  Confederate  paper. 
We  endeavored  at  first  to  persuade  him  to  ac- 
cept the  entire  amount  in  paper,  but  he  declined, 
remarking  that  he  "wanted  sovie  good  money  ; 
trash  could  be  had  at  any  time."  We  also  gave 
him  one  of  our  guns,  and  with  a  hearty  "God 
bless  you!"  shook  him  by  the  hand  and  went 
apart,  never,  perhaps,  to  meet  again  this  side  of 
the  grave.  The  last  we  saw  of  him  he  was  stand- 
ing on  the  river  bank  gazing  after  us  as  Ave  slowly 
drifted  away,  waving  our  hands  in  adieu.  Wher- 
ever he  may  be  to  day,  may  Heaven  bless  and 
guard  him,  that  he  may  live  to  deliver  from  bond- 
age many  others,  yearning,  as  we  did,  for  lib- 
erty ! 

Now  for  the  first  time  from  the  moment  of 
our  departure  we  felt  safe.  Up  to  this  point 
we  knew  the  country  swarmed  more  or  less  with 
Confederate  cavalry  pickets,  and  at  every  step 
we  had  taken  there  was  liability  of  discovery  and 
capture.  Now,  however,  that  danger  was  past. 
The  enemy,  even  if  at  that  moment  in  pursuit  and 
standing  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  could 
not  cross  without  going  forty  miles  or  more  fur- 
ther up.  Wd  had  the  only  boat  which  was  to 
be  obtained ;  and  we  knew  that  long  before  any 
pursuing  squadron  could  overcome  that  distance 
we  would  be  beyond  their  reach.  So,  deliber- 
ately building  a  fire,  we  lay  down  and  slept  for 
hours.  On  the  very  same  spot  eighty  refugees, 
we  were  told,  had  at  one  time  encamped,  hav- 
ing crossed  the  river  to  escape  the  conscription. 

Resting  through  the  night,  we  set  out  in  the 
morning,  still  stiff  and  sore,  for  East  Bay.  Both 
Ward  and  myself,  our  feet  having  so  swollen  as 
to  make  our  boots  intolerable,  walked  the  entire 
distance  barefoot.  Within  three  miles  of  East 
Bay  the  guide  reported  a  horseman  in  sight, 
which,  with  all  our  confidence  in  our  final  es- 
cape, alarmed  us  seriously,  since  it  was  possible 
that  a  roving  guerrilla  gang  might  still  infest 
that  region,  notwithstanding  its  practical  aban- 
donment by  the  Confederacy.  We  immediate- 
ly withdrew  into  a  strip  of  swamp,  and  put  our 
pistols  and  our  shot-gun  in  order,  and  then 
again  moved  forward,  going  straight  to  a  house 
on  the  Bay,  where  we  found  a  loyal  family,  and 
learned  that  the  horseman  was  merely  a  neigh- 
bor riding  his  horse  to  water.    Here,  at  the  head 


of  Live  Oak  Island,  twenty-five  miles  from  Pen- 
sacola,  we  contracted  for  a  boat  to  carry  us  to 
the  latter  place.  Passing  over  to  the  island 
from  the  main  land,  we  stopped  during  the  night 
with  a  brother  of  the  guide,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, hoisting  sail,  set  our  prow  toward  Pensa- 
cola  and  liberty.  At  three  o'clock  on  the  after- 
noon of  that  day — Wednesday,  November  25 — 
we  reached  the  Navy-yard,  and  that  night  slept 
under  the  light  of  the  stars  which  rebel  ferocity, 
we  fervently  believe,  shall  never  blot  from  the 
flag  of  the  republic. 

The  following  day  an  incident  occurred  which 
strikingly  illustrates  the  frailty  of  the  tenure  by 
which  thousands  in  the  Confederate  army  arc 
held  in  its  ranks.  About  noon  a  Confederate 
Lieutenant  and  three  cavalrymen  were  brought 
in  from  a  picket-station,  where  they  had  given 
themselves  up,  and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  'They  were  questioned 
closely,  when  it  appeared  that  they  belonged  to 
a  party  which  had  been  sent  out  from  Pollard  in 
our  pursuit.  On  the  authority  of  a  dispatch  from 
Montgomery  received  during  the  afternoon  of 
Monday.  This  was  precisely  in  accordance  with 
our  expectations  Avhen  we  started — that  suspicion 
would  not  be  aroused  in  Montgomery  before  that 
time.  The  dispatch  announcing  our  escape 
stated,  according  to  the  story  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant, that  there  were  six  of  us  in  all,  and  he  was 
considerably  surprised  when  he  found  only  five, 
saying,  however,  with  a  laugh,  that  "  There  Avere 
six,  after  all,  and  three  to  spare."  The  mis- 
take of  the  authorities  at  Montgomery  Avas  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  William  Anderson, 
who  had  lived  Avith  us  in  our  hired  house,  left 
the  city  the  day  before  our  departure,  going  in 
the  direction  of  Selma,  Avhence  he  escaped  after- 
Avard,  as  I  learned  on  coming  North,  to  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. 

Thus,  not  merely  our  arms,  but  the  arms  of 
four  Confederates  whose  hearts  had  ncA^r  been 
in  their  Avork,  were  by  our  adventure  secured  to 
the  service  of  the  Union.  Doubtless  Superin- 
tendent Jones  and  Provost  Marshal  Clarke  Avere 
sadly  vexed  at  our  departure,  and  have  missed 
us  greatly  since  Ave  came  aAvay ;  but  they  may 
find  some  consolation  in  reading  this  sketch  of 
hoAv  AA^e  did  it  in  the  pages  o^ Harper  at  the  Con- 
federate reading-room  in  Montgomery. 

ONE  OF  THE  NOBLE. 

SCATTERED  here  and  there,  like  pearls  in 
the  great  deep,  I  pick  out  some  of  the  love- 
liest, of  Avhom  I  would  dearly  love  to  speak. 
There  is  one  on  Avhose  pictured  semblance  my 
hand  falls  as  it  lies  before  me  in  its  little  gilt 
frame.  I  take  it  up  and  look  at  it,  meeting  a 
pair  of  SAveet,  sad  eyes,  in  Avhose  depths  slum- 
ber love  and  mercy.  The  fair,  pale  broAV,  the 
brown  waving  hair^  the  gentle,  tender  mouth 
are  all  in  keeping  Avith  characters  I  kncAv  once 
and  loved  so  well ;  and  as  it  is  no  fancy  sketch 
I  shall  tell  you,  I  hope  to  do  some  good  by  the 
recital  of  her  brief  life-history. 
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HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Marian  Vrain  was  motherless  at  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  at  eighteen  her  father  and  only 
brother  both  fell  at  Fort  Donelson.  I  can 
never  forget  the  day  she  received  the  news. 
Through  all  time  her  white  face  and  anguished 
eyes  will  haunt  me  with  the  same  chilling  sen- 
sation I  felt  when  she  dropped  the  letter  upon 
her  lap  and  looked  up  at  me,  giving  vent  to  a 
low,  peculiar  cry  that  sent  the  blood  in  waves 
to  my  heart. 

"Father,  brother,  both  gone!      Oh  me!" 

The  last  two  words  were  spoken  in  a  long, 
heart-breaking  moan  ;  and  tlien  the  little  hands 
clasped  tightly,  and  I  saw  her  trying  to  suppress 
the  tremor  that  shook  her  from  head  to  foot. 

"Oh,  Marian,  darling,  don't  do  that !"  I  ex- 
claimed, going  to  her  side  and  kneeling  by  it  to 
enfold  her.  "  Give  way  to  your  feelings  and 
cry!  Let  the  tears  come  freely.  They  will 
do  you  good." 

"  I  can't,"  she  whispered.      "  Oh,  I  can't!" 

The  letter  lay  upon  her  lap  still  and  I  took 
it  up.  It  was  written  in  a  fair,  delicate  hand, 
by  the  wife  of  an  officer  in  the  fort.  Father 
and  son  were  in  the  same  regiment,  and  they 
had  fought  side  by  side  in  the  hot  contest,  and 
the  same  shell  had  killed  them  both.  1'he  lady 
dwelt  upon  the  touchingness  of  the  incident,  and 
expressed  her  sympathy  in  beautiful  terms  for 
the  bereaved  daughter.  She  had  learned  her 
address  from  her  husband,  who  knew  Mr.  Vrain 
well,  and  took  the  sorrowful  task  upon  herself, 
offering  her  sympathy  and  her  prayers. 

Tears  streamed  over  my  own  focc,  but  I  sup- 
pressed my  sobs  to  read  aloud  the  touching  pas- 
sages, lingering  over  them  in  the  hope  of  reach- 
ing the  sealed-up  fountains  of  Marian's  grief. 
.  But  all  in  vain.  White  and  tearless  she  sat 
for  a  long  time,  gentle  and  unmurmuring,  yet 
crushed  and  stunned  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
fearful  blow. 

That  night  I  staid  by  her  and  no  change 
came.  But  on  the  day  following  a  little  pack- 
age of  the  beloved  ones'  effects  were  brought  her, 
and  over  them  she  could  weep  at  last.  The 
pent-up  flood  came  in  torrents  till  she  was  ex- 
hausted, and  then  she  slept  for  hours  with  the 
precious  mementoes  of  the  lost  ones  clasped  to 
her  bosom. 

One  day  more  was  given  to  tears  and  silent 
mourning;  but  after  that  she  rose  up  to  duty 
again.  Her  little  feet  were  seldom  at  rest,  her 
little  hands  always  busy.  To  hundreds  she  car- 
ried comforts  and  consolation  ;  and  when  people 
wondered  and  questioned  she  would  answer  with 
gentle  earnestness, 

"  Can  I  be  idle  when  the  work  is  yet  unfin- 
ished they  died  trying  to  accomplish?  No.  I 
urged  them  to  go.  They  have  fallen,  and  my 
work  is  consequently  doubled." 

The  white  sorrow-stricken  face  told  its  story, 
and  the  eyes  seemed  each  day  to  grow  sadder, 
but  never  a  murmur  was  heard  from  her  lips — 
nor  did  her  energy  flag  for  one  moment.  Labor 
was  the  only  antidote  for  a  grief  like  hers,  and 
she  seized  upon  it  eagerly. 


Before  the  secession  of  the  Confederate  States 
Marian  had  been  betrothed  to  a  young  man  of 
acknowledged  merit ;  but  immediately  afterward 
he  was  forced  to  go  to  Europe  on  business  which 
his  father  had  left  unsettled  at  his  death,  and 
did  not  return  till  after  the  event  just  related. 
That  she  loved  her  promised  husband  fondly  I 
knew  well ;  and  I  knew  also  that  her  hope  M'as 
to  see  him  take  up  the  cause  of  the  Union  warm- 
ly on  his  return.  It  was  one  among  the  first 
wishes  she  uttered  after  their  meeting,  and  the 
conversation  that  followed  showed  the  noble  de- 
votion and  self-sacrificing  nature  of  the  girl. 
Sitting  by  the  window  I  heard  it  all  as  they 
paced  the  veranda  in  the  clear  white  moonlight. 
Her  face  looked  fairer  under  its  silvery  beams, 
and  her  black  robes  falling  around  her  slender 
form  seemed  to  give  her  a  singularly  sacred  ap- 
pearance in  my  eyes.  Once  as  she  passed  I  saw 
as  she  looked  up  toward  me  that  her  eyes  were 
full  of  tears.  The  sight  of  them  made  me  listen 
to  the  words  he  was  speaking  with  slow  distinct- 
ness : 

"I  can  not  think  it  my  duty  to  go  away, 
Marian,  and  leave  my  mother  alone  in  her  old 
age.  She  has  no  one  but  myself  to  depend  upon, 
and  it  would  break  her  heart.  Besides,  I  can 
not  afford  it.  My  pay  would  not  support  us, 
and  I  am  almost  poor  now,  since  our  affairs  in 
England  have  turned  out  so  badly.  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  go  into  some  business  and  make  as 
much  money  as  I  can.  There  are  s])lendid 
chances  open  now  to  the  speculator,  and  I  think 
I  can  soon  make  a  comfortable  little  fortune,  if 
I  set  myself  to  it.  Then  I  can  claim  you,  my 
darling,  and  give  you  a  home  worthy  of  your 
merit." 

"  Oh,  Harry !  you  pain  me  beyond  measure," 
she  answered  in  quivering  accents.  "Do  you 
think  I  could  enjoy  wealth  and  luxuries  at  the 
expense  of  principles  every  man  should  main- 
tain ?  Could  I  sit  down  ha])pily  amidst  posses- 
sions gained  while  our  country  called  loudest  for 
the  help  you  refused  her,  that  you  might  accu- 
mulate riches  for  selfish  purposes?  Oh  no, 
no!" 

His  voice  was  constrained  and  cold  when  he 
spoke  again. 

"Marian,  this  does  not  sound  like  the  love 
I  had  thought  existed  in  your  heart.  Heaven 
seeks  to  shield  its  object,  not  to  involve  it  in  a 
broil  that  may  cost  life,  and  end  all  the  bright 
dreams  of  youth  at  one  fell  blow." 

"Harry,  love  seeks  to  place  its  object  above 
reproach  always,"  she  answered  in  full,  ringing 
accents.  "It  is  my  love  for  you  that  makes 
the  desire  more  strong,  that  you  should  not  fail 
in  your  duty." 

"But  my  mother,"  he  urged;  "what  will 
become  of  her?" 

"  Leave  her  to  my  care.  I  pledge  myself  to 
watch  over  her  every  step,  faithfully  and  loving- 
ly as  you  could.  With  what  I  have  I  can  live 
comfortably  and  be  yet  able  to  spare  something, 
and  she  shall  never  miss  a  luxury  that  money 
can  purchase.      Every  wish  of  her  old  ago  shall 
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l)C  gratitied.  Will  vou  not  trust  her  with  nic, 
and  tiike  ujKjn  yourself  the  crowninij  action  of 
voar  manhood — stamp  yourself  ono  of  the  irre- 
proacliablo  men  of  the  ago,  aiul,  forgetting'  self- 
ish interest,  labor  for  our  country  till  she  no 
longer  needs  you  ?  I  will  helj)  you,  Harry,  and 
in  all  things  else  your  every  thought  and  wish 
shall  ho  gratified  as  far  as  my  power  extends. 
Only  go,  and  go  soon!" 

They  talked  on  for  an  hour  longer,  he  argu- 
ing and  she  combating  his  arguments  till  they 
were  exhausted.  At  last  he  promised  to  go, 
ami  then  they  came  into  the  house  to  perfect 
their  plans  to  be  put  into  immediate  action.  Be- 
fore he  left  us,  they  had  agreed  to  be  married  im- 
mediately, and  he  was  to  accept  a  position  on  Gen- 
eral   's  statT,  in  the  Army  of  the  Southwest. 

The  next  day  but  one  a  few  friends  were 
quietly  gathered  in  Marian's  i>:irlor  and  she  was 
married  to  Harry  Prince.  When  the  guests 
were  all  gone  she  began  to  make  prej)anitions 
for  her  husband's  departure,  calmly  and  steadi- 
ly, though  the  sweet,  quivering  lip  testified  to 
the  secret  pain  the  action  cost  her. 

Of  the  two  in  that  time  little  ilarian  was  the 
8tn)ngest,  and  had  things  nearly  altogether  her 
own  way. 

''Mother  shall  come  here,"  she  said,  cheer- 
fully. *'This  house  is  ours,  and  all  the  furni- 
ture in  it.  What  she  likes  best  she  can  bring 
with  her.  The  remainder,  with  the  house  she 
lives  in,  can  be  sold,  and  the  money  placed  in 
the  bank  for  such  uses  as  she  or  you  deem 
proper.  I  have  enough  for  hou'^ehold  expenses 
for  some  time  to  come,  and  she  thinks  this  ar- 
rangement fair  the  best.      Is  it  not  so?" 

**  Have  it  as  you  like,"  he  answerecl,  a  little 
sadly.  '*  Ywu  know  best  wh:it  will  j.lcasc  your- 
self and  her." 

After  Harry  Prince  had  cntcri<l  uj)on  the  du- 
ties of  his  position,  and  was  JM-coniing  reconciled 
to  it,  he  began  to  feel  something  of  Marian's 
spirit  of  patriotism  when  he  fijund  himself  in- 
stalled in  the  (ieneral's  head-<i<uirters,  and  heard 
brave,  noble  mcQ  discussing  the  atl'iiirs  of  the 
Nation. 

Then  came  the  first  battle,  in  which  ho  felt 
the  hot  fires  of  his  nature  wholly  aroused,  and 
fought  like  a  tiger  amidst  th^  bravest.  On  the 
field  of  Shiloh  he  learned  to  feel  what  men  were 
there  for,  and  that  feeling  nerved  his  arm  and 
quickened  his  jud;;ment  to  the  accomi)lishment 
of  heroic  dee<ls.  His  name  went  abrrjad  over 
the  land,  and  reached  the  young  wife  and  aged 
mother  in  their  quiet  home,  where  they  were 
*' watching  and  waiting,"  and  was  greeted  by 
tears  of  gratitude  and  proud  tenderness. 

Several  months  jutssed  away,  and  now  they 
were  stationed  at  ('orinth,  .MinHiHsifipi.  Unmors 
of  contemplated  attacks  often  went  abroad,  and 
his  letters  to  Marian  sjnjke  of  a  coming  liattlc 
there  as  certain.  Bnt  her  answers  were  always 
cheerful  and  encouraging,  and  bnuithcd  a  love 
that  was  as  deep  anrl  pure  nnd  sustiiining  as 
ever  flowed  from  the  heart  of  wontan  to  gladden 
tho  life  cf  man. 


I  About  this  time  I  joined  my  husband  at  the 
same  jdacc,  and  saw  Harry  Prince  every  day. 
He  maile  a  fine  olficer,  and  was  very  popular 
with  the  men  under  his  Oenerars  command,  jis 
well  as  the  otlicers  who  came  to  know  and  like 
him. 

I  A  few  days  later  a  letter  came  from  Marian 
to  me,  stating  tliat  her  motiier-in-law  was  »leiul. 
The  old  lady  hatl  died  very  suddeidy,  and  I  could 
sec  from  the  tone  of  her  letter  that  njy  little 

\  friend  was  more  deeply  moved  than  I  luul  ever 

!  known  her. 

'*Oh,"  she  wrote,  "  wjiat  will  Harry  say  to 

;  me  now  I      On  the  eve  of  a  great  battle,  jMoba- 

i  bly,  he  can  not  come,  and  I  fear  it  \\ill  hurt 
him  beyond  recovery.  He  loved  his  mother  so 
al)ove  all  otlier  earthly  things.  I  havt;  tele- 
gra])hed  him,  and  before  this  reaches  you  I  shall 
know  whether  he  can  leave  his  j)ost ;  hut  I  shall 
not  know  more  until  I  see  him,  and  it  seems  as 
rliough  I  rou/d  not  wait.     Talk  to  him  tor  me. 

,  Tell  him  how  bitterly  it  grieved  me  that  he  was 

j  from  her  side  in  the  last  hour.     Oh,  if  he  knew 

I  how  I  suffer,  he  would  \)\\\  and  never  blamO 

'me!" 

Near  the  close  of  the  letter  she  described  the 
sweet  and  peaceful  closing  scene  of  the  dear 

I  old  lady's  life,  and  expressed  her  thankfulness 
at  having  the  privilege  to  stand,  as  a  chihl,  at 
her  bedside,  ami  receive  her  blessing  at  parting. 

I  Two  weeks  later  Marian  Prince  came  to  Cor- 
inth. There  was  nothing  now  to  keep  her  at 
home,  and  she  felt  that  her  j)laee  was  by  Harry's 

I  side.  She  had  rented  the  house  and  furniture 
at  a  good  price,  and  determined  to  follow  him 
wherever  she  might. 

I  '*  There  is  nun  h  work  hero,  and  few  to  do  it," 
she  said  to  me,  after  our  first  greeting,  ''and 

I  when  Harry  does  not  need  mo  others  do.  Tho 
suft'ering  among  the  refugees,  I  am  told,  is  fi-nr- 
ful.  Are  there  any  besides  yourself  who  are 
looking  after  them?" 

"None  nf)w,  I  believe.  At  least  I  have  met 
none,"  I  answered ;  "and  I  am  more  than  gliul 
you  have  come !" 

j  Marian  came  to  board  with  me,  and  we  four 
ha<l  our  head-<{uartcrs  together.      For  seveml 

'  days  every  thing  went  (»n  sjilendidly.  I  saw 
that  Harry  was  gladdenetl  liv  her  presence,  and 
in  tho  evenings  wc  could  all  rest,  even  enjoy 
ourselves  with  music  nnd  conversation.  Dur- 
ing the  day  Marian  and  I  sought  out  the  sntVer- 
ing  and  aided  thciu  all  in  our  jM>wer,  tin«ling 
them  shelter,  fixxl,  and  clothing,  an«l  reiKjriing 

I  their  needs  to  those  from  whom  liel[)  must  come 
as  a  gift  of  the  fi(»vernment.  until  such  a  time 
as  they  could  l>c  sent  on  to  the  N<»rili. 

I  Thus  ScptemU-r  {tassed,  and  brought  ns  at 
last  to  tho  eve  of  that  fcarfid  battle  whieh  had 
so  long  l>ecn  expected. 

With  the  first  in<lications  of  the  coming  con- 
tost  every  raan  was  alert  for  <luty.  'I'he  lirst 
gun  fircU  set  firo  to  the  band  of  officers  and 
men,  and  as  we  watchrcl  them  buekling  on 
swords  and  spurs  with  rapid  finger,  heard  llio 
tones  of  llieir  voices,  and  the  firm,  quid;  tread  of 
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restless  feet,  we  knew  that  they  were  going  out 
to  conquer. 

Long  before  we  saw  any  thing  of  the  contest 
Ave  heard  the  deep  roaring  of  tlie  cannon,  and 
saw  the  ctiects  of  the  battle.  The  ground  shook 
witli  the  heavy  reverberations,  and  tlie  smoke 
from  the  field  rose  to  sight,  and  came  nearer 
and  nearer  as  the  foe  pressed  on.  Wounded 
men  began  to  fill  the  house  and  claim  our  at- 
tention, and  we  could  see  the  shells  hurtling 
througli  the  air,  with  their  little  white  mantles 
of  smoke,  bearing  death  to  many  as  they  fell. 
It  was  near  noon  on  the  second  day  when  ther 
contest  became  most  fearful.  At  that  time  we 
were  in  the  Tishamingo  Hotel,  and  they  had 
pressed  into  the  town,  penetrating  to  the  Cor- 
inth House,  and  upon  the  bridge  near  it.  Ma- 
rian and  I  watched  the  struggling  masses  from 
the  window. 

"O  Heavens!"  she  groaned.  "See,  Cath- 
erine, how  they  drive  our  men  before  them ! 
Hear  the  hissing  of  the  bullets  ;  and  oh,  see  how 
they  fall !  The  smoke  is  dense,  but  I  can  see 
them,  and  they  are  dropping  like  rain.  Hark 
to  their  shouts!  Ah,  those  pieces  of  artillery! 
How  they  sweep  death  into  the  ranks :  and  our 
darlings — perhaps  they  are  gone!" 

I  could  not  answer.  The  mighty  and  awful 
grandeur  and  mingled  horror  of  that  hour  struck 
me  dumb.  With  arms  twined  round  each  oth- 
er we  stood  and  watched  till  a  crash  startled  us. 
A  shell  had  penetrated  the  wall  and  scattered 
the  bricks  and  plastering  upon  the  floor  near  us, 
killing  a  man  lying  sick  upon  a  cot  in  a  room 
adjoining. 

After  this  shells  frequently  struck  the  hotel, 
doing  little  injurv^  and  the  battle  grew  hotter. 
Officers  sent  and  forced  us  below  stairs,  where 
they  thrust  us  into  a  room  heaped  up  with  the 
dead  and  dying.  This  room  was  in  the  rear  of 
the  building  and  opened  at  the  side  of  a  well, 
from  whence  we  drew  water  for  the  sufferers, 
and  bathed  their  wounds. 

The  shouts  of  men,  the  roll  of  drums,  the 
cries  of  the  suffering,  and  the  terrible  rolling  of 
the  guns,  were  mingling  all  the  while  and  pene- 
trating our  retreat  with  awful  distinctness.  Yet 
personal  fear  had  passed  away,  and  we  became 
absorbed  in  things  immediately  around  us. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the 
first  day  that  General  Hackleman  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  and  they  brought  him  into  the  parlor 
of  the  Tishamingo.  Marian  was  busy  with  a 
dying  man,  and  I  went  to  the  General,  whom 
they  had  laid  upon  a  cot. 

A  shot  had  passed  through  the  neck,  cutting 
the  tongue  at  its  root  and  rendering  speech  im- 
possible. Lifting  his  dark  eyes  to  my  face  he 
struggled  hard  to  utter  something,  and  finding 
that  he  could  not,  closed  them  in  anguish,  and 
large  tears  stole  from  under  the  lids  and  fell 
over  his  sun-browned  cheeks.  I  thought  he 
wanted  to  send  some  message  to  his  family,  and 
questioned  him,  trying  to  get  answers  by  signs, 
but  his  agony  l)ecamo  too  great,  and  in  a  short 
time  tlie  soul  went  home  to  the  God  from  whence 


it  came.  On  my  knees,  beside  the  dead  hus- 
band, with  the  roll  of  battle  in  my  ears,  I  knelt 
in  silent  prayer  for  the  wife  and  little  ones  in 
liis  far-ofi'  home  in  Indiana.  I  remembered 
them  then,  and  how  tenderly  and  proudly  he 
had  spoken  of  them  to  me  before  the  catastro- 
phe came.  And  oh,  how  keenly  I  felt  the  re- 
membrance of  his  confident  life !  He  never 
thought  that  death  would  find  him.  He  had 
always  spoken  of  the  future  as  his,  and  dwelt 
glowingly  on  what  he  meant  to  do  !  Alas,  how 
many  others  fell  that  day  equally  confident  and 
hopeful ! 

General  Oglesby  was  brought  in  the  same  day 
badly  wounded,  but  not  mortally — though  it  was 
then  thought  his  wound  was  mortal — and  many 
others  followed.  .  The  hotel  was  converted  into 
a  hospital  at  once ;  and  when  I  passed  through 
the  rooms  later  I  found  Marian  quietly  but  earn- 
estly engaged  in  dressing  their  wounds. 

"I  have  heard  from  Harry  and  your  hus- 
band," she  looked  up  to  say  as  I  came  near, 
"  and  both  are  safe.  I  shall  expect  them  soon, 
for  it  is  too  dark  to  .fight  now.  The  forces  are 
being  withdrawn  for  the  night." 

The  reader  wall  remember  that  this  was  on 
the  first  day  of  the  battle.  On  the  second  the 
rebels  penetrated  to  the  Corinth  House,  a  stone' s- 
throw  from  the  Tishamingo,  and  passed  upon 
the  bridge  that  is  above  the  railroad  near  it. 
The  hour  was  a  fearful  one,  and  for  a  time  many 
of  us  thought  all  was  lost.  But  our  troops  ral- 
lied bravely,  went  forward  with  deafening  yells, 
and  forced  the  rebels  back,  scattering  the  dead 
in  heaps  upon  the  drenched  dust. 

But  on  this  night  our  husbands  did  not  come 
to  us.  The  cry  of  Victory !  rang  through  our 
ranks,  sending  thrills  of  glad  triumph  to  every 
heart ;  but  our  rejoicing  was  tempered  with  wild 
and  bitter  pain,  born  of  fears  that  we  could  not 
repulse.  We  could  hear  nothing  of  them,  and 
concluded  that  they  were  either  dead  or  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  Marian  came  to 
me  and  took  my  hand.  Hers  were  burning,  and 
her  face  whiter  than  ever  under  the  burden  of 
her  great  fear. 

"  I  can  not  bear  this  suspense,  Kate.  Come, 
let  us  hunt  them." 

At  that  moment  one  of  the  surgeons  of  an  H- 
linois  Regiment  came  and  drew  me  aside. 

"How  will  you  tell  her?"  he  asked,  with 
emotion.  "Trince  has  been  found  dead,  and  I 
fear  the  shock  will  kill  her.  Your  husband  has 
not  yet  been  heard  of,  but  I  hope  he  has  not  met 
the  same  fate.  Poor  Prince!  Try  to  soften  the 
blow  for  her." 

There  was  no  need.  She  had  heard  all,  and 
stood  at  my  elbow  as  pallid  as  snow. 

"Where  is  he,  doctor?"  gently. 

"In  the  house.  They  have  carried  him  to 
one  of  the  rooms  above." 

No  more  was  said,  and  I  followed  her  rapid, 
silent  footstei)S  till  she  reached  the  side  of  her 
dead  husband,  and  knelt  beside  it,  kissing  the 
white,  cold  lips  in  speechless  agony. 

"Shot  througli  the  heart,"  said  one  of  the 
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men  in  a  low  voice.  "  Poor  fellow !  She'll  nev- 
er hear  him  speak  again."  And  then,  as  his 
eyes  rested  on  her,  they  filled,  and  he  turned 
away. 

Oh,  it  was  a  sad  and  sorrowful  sight  to  see 
her  that  night !  She  asked  for  water  to  wash  the 
dust  from  his  face,  and  would  let  no  one  touch 
him  but  herself.  With  her  own  fingers  she 
pressed  down  the  lids  over  the  eyes,  and  smooth- 
ed the  damp  hair  from  the  cold  brow.  She 
crossed  his  hands  over  his  bosom,  and  kissed  his 
face  again  and  again,  moaning  in  those  low, 
pitiful  tones  devoid  of  complaint,  but  full  of  ut- 
ter wretchedness.  I  saw  her  all  the  while,  and 
my  heart  ached  while  I  gave  to  others  the  help 
she  had  gently  rejected. 

I  looked  at  my  watch  after  a  while,  and  found 
that  it  was  twelve  o'clock.  How  the  time  had 
flown  !  A  few  minutes  later  I  saw  Marian 
spread  a  white  sheet  over  her  husband,  and 
leave  him. 

"Come,  lam  going  now,"  she  said,  in  her 
low,  sweet  voice.  "Half  the  sufferers  are  not 
found  yet,  and  hundreds  may  die  with  thirst  be- 
fore they  can  be  relieved.  The  dead  does  not 
need  me,  and  the  living  do.  Those  that  are  in 
the  house  are  sufficiently  relieved  to  spare  us. 
Come." 

Out  into  the  night  we  went,  and  on  to  the 
battle-field  where  the  contest  had  raged  hottest 
— one  heart  rising  crushed  and  bleeding  from  a 
deadly  blow  to  struggle  onward  among  the  dead 
for  the  sake  of  the  living;  the  other  with  the 
fires  of  suspense  and  agony  still  burning  with- 
in it,  and  gazing  into  each  upturned  fiice  with 
dread  lest  it  should  prove  to  be  the  missing  face 
of  a  husband. 

Oh  those  hours  among  the  mangled  forms 
upon  the  field  of  Corinth  !  Night's  dark  man- 
tle spread  above  us  made  the  light  of  the  lan- 
terns we  held  more  fearfully  vivid  as  it  fell  upon 
the  ghastl}^  faces  of  the  dead.  And  every  step 
we  took  was  in  clotted  gore  for  nearly  fifty  yards. 
Little  groups  of  men,  with  their  lanterns,  Avere 
seen  here  and  there  picking  up  the  wounded, 
and  their  voices  came  to  us  strangely  through 
the  gloom.  Low,  faint  moans  startled  us  some- 
times from  forms  under  our  very  feet,  and  piti- 
ful voices  called  to  us  for  help.  The  demon  of 
thirst  raged  among  the  fallen  on  the  field,  and 
we  trod  the  horrible  ground  over  and  over  to 
refill  our  vessels  till  the  gray  dawn  came,  and 
friends  found  us.  But  all  through  that  night 
Marian  Prince  proved  her  right  to  the  brightest 
crown  of  fame  that  ever  graced  woman's  brow. 
With  a  heroism  worthy  of  immortality  she  car- 
ried relief  to  the  suffering,  ignoring  the  agony 
in  her  own  heart,  and,  one  might  have  thought, 
the  dead  form  in  the  house  behind  us,  but  for  the 
low,  shivering  moans  that  came  to  me  thi'ough 
the  gloom.  Once  I  heard  her  sob — one  great, 
deep  sob — as  she  laid  a  wounded  head  upon  a 
little  pile  of  leaves  she  had  raked  up  for  it  to 
rest  upon,  and  then  the  low,  pitiful  voice  broke 
into  a  prolonged  wail  that  went  to  my  heart  like 
a  stab. 
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"Oh,  Harry!  Harry!  Oh,  Harry  !  my  dar- 
ling, my  husband — no  more!"  and  for  a  minute 
the  head  bowed,  as  if  unable  longer  to  sustain 
the  weight  of  grief.  I  went  to  her  and  laid  my 
hand  upon  the  drooping  head. 

"  Go  in,  Marian,"  I  urged,  tearfully.  "You 
are  overtaxing  yourself.  Go  in  and  stay  with 
him." 

"No,  no,  Katie.  That  is  only  his  dear, 
dead  body,  and  it  don't  need  me.  His  spirit  is 
— who  knows — here  with  me,  perhaps !  I  must 
stay  while  I  am  needed,  and  can  be  of  use.  O 
God,  what  horrors  are  all  around  us!" 

She  got  up  and  continued  her  work,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  never  left  the  field,  except  for  water, 
till  the  morning  came. 

The  morning  passed  in  the  same  agonizing 
uncertainty.  My  husband  was  not  found  among 
the  dead  or  wounded.  But  later  in  the  day  I 
heard  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner  and  was 
unhurt.  I  will  here  add  that  he  was  among  the 
first  exchanged  after  the  Corinth  battle,  and  im- 
mediately resumed  his  place  in  the  service,  where 
he  is  still  engaged  as  an  officer  of  cavalry. 

Marian  Prince  and  I  left  Corinth  together, 
and  with  us  brought  the  remains  of  her  noble  hus- 
band. After  this  event  I  was  ill  for  several  weeks, 
and  heard  little  of  her,  but  when  I  recoA^ered 
and  again  joined  my  husband  I  heard  of  her  at 
the  Memphis  hospitals,  where  she  was  devoting 
herself  to  the  sick  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
It  was  a  long  gap  between.  The  autumn  and 
winter  had  passed,  and  the  summer  had  come 
before  we  met  again  ;  but  in  that  time  she,  with 
a  great  grief  bearing  down  her  life,  went  on  her 
way,  while  I  had  stopped  and  yielded  my  strength 
for  weeks  before  ability  came  to  work  again. 

I  went.to  see  her  on  Sunday,  having  just  ar- 
rived in  the  city  and  put  up  at  the  Gayoso  House. 
There  Colonel  Brent  was  to  meet  me,  and  a  dis- 
patch informed  me  that  he  would  be  in  upon  the 
evening's  train  from  Corinth,  whither  I  was 
again  going,  then  occupied  by  General  Dodge's 
command. 

As  I  entered  the  door  Marian  turned  her  head 
and  recognized  me.  The  next  moment  her  arms 
were  round  my  neck,  her  head  against  my  bo- 
som, and  we  both  sobbed  together,  while  strange 
eyes  regarded  us  curiously. 

"  Oh,  Catherine,  it  takes  me  back  to  that 
night  to  see  you  again!"  she  said,  lifting  her 
head;  and  then  I  saw  how  thin  she  had  grown, 
and  was  startled. 

"  Marian  !  Marian  !  you  must  not  stay  here," 
I  said,  in  alarm.      "You  will  die." 

"  No  sooner  here  than  elsewhere,  Katie  dear," 
shakmg  her  head  with  a  sweet,  sad  smile.  "  I 
know  it  will  come  soon,  and  I  want  to  try  to 
spend  what  is  left  of  my  life  as  usefully  as  I  can." 

A  few  weeks  later  I  heard  from  her.  She 
wrote  that  slie  had  grown  too  weak  for  further 
duty,  and  was  going  home.  I  knew  that  she 
ought  to  have  added  "  to  die,"  for  death  was  in 
her  face  when  I  last  saw  her,  and  by  the  next 
train  I  followed  the  impulse  that  prompted  me 
to  go  with  her. 
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Arriving  at  Memphis,  I  was  just  in  time  to 
take  her  under  my  care,  and  we  started  up  the 
river  on  the  Platte  Valley^  a  krge  boat  bruised 
and  battered  with  balls  from  frequent  attacks  by 
guerrillas.  That  trip  up  the  Mississippi  was  a 
revelation  to  me.  I  stood  confounded  at  the 
wonderful  power  of  one  frail,  sorrow -stricken 
woman,  who  had  labored  all  the  while  so  silent- 
ly and  with  such  effect. 

One  day  a  party  of  gentlemen  sat  near  us, 
and  some  officers  were  expressing  disapprobation, 
in  open  and  strong  terms,  of  the  habit  women 
had  of  following  up  the  army. 

"They  are  not  fit  for  it,  and  do  themselves 
lasting  injury,  as  v/ell  as  much  harm  to  the 
officers,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to  be  other- 
wise employed  than  in  taking  care  of  them. 
Men  come  to  fight,  not  to  set  up  establishments 
for  the  comfort  and  care  of  women !  Poor 
things !  They  think  they  are  doing  a  great 
deal  of  good,  when,  instead,  they  are  only  kill- 
ing themselves!  There  is  one  of  them  now," 
pointing  toward  Marian.  "She,  no  doubt, 
thinks  that  she  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and,  maybe,  will  die  happy  under  the  delusion." 

My  cheeks  tingled,  and  a  sharp  retort  rose  to 
my  lips.  Marian  smiled  and  laid  her  hand 
upon  my  arm,  but  I  would  not  be  hushed. 


"  Sir,  may  I  ask  if  you  were  ever  in  a  bat- 
tle?" I  asked,  facing  him.  Tiie  whole  group 
stared  at  me,  and  the  one  spoken  of  answered, 

"Not  yet." 

"  Then  let  me  tell  you  that  this  lady  has,  and 
felt  the  blows  of  two ;  and  if  she  were  to  die 
now  I  could  think  it  no  wonder.  At  Donelson 
a  father  and  only  brother  fell ;  at  Corinth  her 
husband  ;  and  on  the  night  of  his  death  she  laid 
his  beloved  form  out  in  repose,  and  then  went 
out  on  the  field  to  minister  to  the  wounded  there. 
Do  you  call  this  nothing  ?  Is  such  a  thing  to 
be  sneered  or  laughed  at,  or  even  to  be  passed 
over  lightly?  Since  that  time  she  has  known 
no  rest.  Labor  earnest  and  unceasing  has  been 
hers,  frail  and  slender  as  she  was,  and  crushed 
with  sorrow.  Yet,  if  she  should  go  home  and 
die  happy  with  the  thoughts  those  labors  have 
brought  her,  with  the  memory  of  thanks  and 
blessings  in  her  ears,  you  would  term  it  a  fond 
delusion.  I  would  to  Heaven,  Sir,  that  every 
man  under  the  Government  may  have  worked 
half  as  earnestly  and  effectually  as  she  has !  I 
trust  that  you  will  do  so." 

A  week  later  Marian  Prince  died,  and  we 
buried  her  by  her  husband ;  and  America  has 
received  no  purer  or  nobler  sacrifice  than  that 
of  her  young,  unselfish  life. 


MY  BOAT. 

SENT  it  out  upon  the  stormy  sea. 
Freighted  with  hope,  with  many  cares  and  fears: 
Trusting,  in  due  time,  its  return  to  me, 
I  sent  it  out  in  a  farewell  of  tears. 


It  has  not  come,  though  years  have  passed  away — 
Full  time  enough  for  it  to  go  and  come : 

Upon  the  shore  I  watch,  day  after  day. 

With  straining  eyes,  for  its  returning  home. 

0 !  tell  me,  have  you  seen  it,  sailors  grim  and  gray. 
You  whose  whole  lives  are  passed  upon  the  sea ; 

O !  tell  me,  have  you  seen  in  any  sea  or  bay 
The  boat  that  years  ago  went  forth  from  me? 

It  was  a  little  boat  to  venture  forth  from  land, 
Too  small,  I  fear,  to  combat  with  the  gale  ; 

But  years  of  labor,  on  this  dreary  sand, 
I  spent  upon  the  hull,  and  mast,  and  sail. 

Its  name  was  "Faith" — a  gentle,  trusting  name — 
None  fitter  could  it  bear  upon  the  stormy  sea ; 

Its  builder  cares  for  neither  wealth  nor  fame : 
My  little  boat  is  all  the  world  to  me. 

0!  hear  ye  winds  that  fill  its  little  sail! 

Deal  gently  with  the  wanderer  wlieresoe'er  it  be : 
In  storm  and  calm,  in  sunshine  and  in  gale. 

Remember  little  "Faith"  is  all  tlie  world  to  me. 

O!  boisterous  waves,  that  roughly  dash  and  break, 
Filling  my  soul  with  dread  upon  the  shore. 

Break  gently  round  her  prow  and  in  her  wake: 
If  ye  should  take  my  "Faitli"  what  have  I  more? 
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BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF   "JOHN  HALIFAX,  GENTLEMAN." 


IN  TWO  PARTS.— PART  I. 


CHAPTER  I. 


THERE  was — nay,  there  is,  for  it  doubtless 
exists  still— in  a  certain  nook  of  the  West- 
ern Highlands  of  Scotland,  a  certain  cottage, 
of  which,  as  of  the  celebrated  cottage  over  which 
the  "smoke  so  gracefully  curled,"  it  might  truly 
be  said,  , 

"That,  oh!  if  there's  peace  to  be  found  in  the  -world, 
A  heart  that  is  humble  might  hope  for  it  here." 

Very  "humble,"  certainly,  the  heart  should 
be ;  for  the  cottage  was  so,  consisting  only  of 
two  rooms,  with  a  byre  adjoining :  unto  which 
byre  the  original  owners  periodically  migrated, 
somewhat  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  cow : 
while  the  house  itself  was  let  to  any  summer 
lodgers  who  preferred  the  primitive  and  pictur- 
esque to  the  elegant  and  convenient. 

Most  picturesque  it  was :  this  solitary  abode, 
nestling  under  a  perpendicular  rock,  in  the  curve 
of  a  small  bay,  with  a  glorious  sea-view  in  front, 
and  behind  it  a  magnificent  glen,  presided  over 
by  two  ranges  of  granite  hills.  These  hills  from 
dawn  to  sunset — nay,  all  night  long,  for  they 
never  looked  grander  than  by  starlight — were 
continually  changing  their  aspect  and  color. 
Only  their  forms  remained,  permanently  out- 
lined, in  shine  or  storm,  white  mist  or  purple 
shadow,  giving  a  sense  of  eternal  endurance  and 
majestic  calm. 

Besides  this  large  beauty  of  the  mountains, 
there  was  an  infinite  perfection  of  small  beau- 
ties on  every  hand.  Nowhere  could  be  found 
such  heathery  moorlands ;  such  verdant  bogs, 
rich  in  lovely  and  rare  bog-plants ;  such  a  pleasant 
shore,  where  from  curious  conglomerate  rocks 
you  might  peer  down  a  dozen  feet,  through  crys- 
tal depths  of  brine,  into  the  brilliant  sea-gar- 
dens, waving  with  under-water  vegetation,  won- 
derful to  behold.  On  land  too,  all  about  these 
rocks,  which  were  strewn  every  where,  or  left 
standing  upright  in  great  boulders,  were  nooks 
that  would  almost  make  you  believe  in  fairies' 
bowers ;  so  that  you  would  never  feel  surprised 
to  see  a  wee  green  man  perk  up  his  head  from 
among  the  delicate  mosses  and  ferns,  to  ask  you 
what  business  you  had  in  his  especial  dominion. 

Thus,  outside,  the  cottage  possessed  every  at- 
traction that  heart  or  eye  could  desire.  Inside, 
perhaps,  the  less  that  is  said  of  it  the  better. 
Except  that  it  had  two  merits — rare,  alas!  in 
this  region — it  was  undoubtedly  clean :  and  it 
had  windows  which  were  actually  made  to  open ! 
Thanks  to  these  advantages,  within  it  had  for  the 
last  month  been  stowed  away,  in  the  all  but  mi- 
raculous manner  in  which  people  do  contrive  to 
stow  themselves  away  in  Highland  solitudes,  a 
family  of  six  persons — two  brothers,  three  sis- 
ters, and  a  cousin — living  that  v/ild,  free,  Rob- 
inson-Crusoe sort  of  life  which  is  so  delicious  to 


the  young.  For  they  were  all  young — the  broth- 
ers and  the  cousin  being  under  twenty,  the  three 
sisters  a  little  older.  Five  of  them  were  Wy  vills 
— Agnes,  Emma,  Jane,  Maurice,  and  Richard- 
motherless  children  of  a  grim,  poor,  proud  York- 
shire squire  ;  the  sixth  was  Jessie  Raeburn,  or- 
phan heiress  of  a  rich  old  uncle,  a  Glasgow  mer- 
chant. It  was  through  her  that  the  young  Wy- 
vills  had  been  persuaded  to  spend  their  holidays 
in  the  North,  renting  this  cheap,  out-of-the-way 
cottage,  and  keeping  house  for  themselves ;  for 
no  servant  was  possible. 

Very  simple  were  all  their  domestic  arrange- 
ments. The  four  girls  appropriated  the  one 
double-bedded  room;  the  other  apartment — 
which,  like  the  cobbler's  stall,  "  served  them  for 
kitchen,  and  parlor,  and  all" — was  likewise  made 
to  serve  a  third  purpose,  being  at  night,  by  means 
of  that  mysterious  arrangement,  universal  in 
Scotland,  "a  concealed  bed,"  ingeniously  con- 
trived to  accommodate  the  boys.  They,  daily 
rising  with  the  lark — only,  it  being  September, 
there  were  no  larks  to  rise  with — always  rushed 
out  at  once  to  their  glorious  morning  bath  on 
the  near  sea-shore,  leaving  the  chamber  free. 
When  they  came  home  as  hungry  as  hunters,  it 
was  to  find  the  kitchen  all  "redd  up,"  as  the 
Scotch  cousin  expressed  it  (and  could  do  it  too, 
though  she  was  a  rich  Glasgow  young  lady),  the 
kettle  singing  on  the  ' '  twa-three"  iron  bars 
which  did  duty  for  a  grate — just  enough  to  keep 
the  peat  and  wood  from  spluttering  out  on  the 
earthen  floor — and  the  breakfast  all  laid  out  on 
the  one  table.  A  ver}^  homely  meal,  consisting 
merely  of  a  great  bowl  of  porridge,  and  two  jugs 
of  sweet  milk  and  buttermilk.  If  the  boys  de- 
sired fish,  they  had  to  rise  at  dawn  and  catch  it 
for  themselves  out  of  the  burn ;  and  oh  !  what 
splendid  sea-trout  they  sometimes  brought  home, 
and  what  a  grand  frying  there  M^as  in  the  soli- 
tary frying-pan !  which,  with  the  three-legged 
pot  and  one  sauce-pan,  formed  their  only  culinary 
apparatus.  Yet  even  with  these  the  girls  had, 
during  the  month,  become  very  tolerable  cooks, 
and  maids-of-all-work  besides.  To  be  sure,  some 
disasters  had  at  first  occurred — such  as  when 
Agnes,  coming  home  one  day  a  little  in  advance 
of  the  rest,  to  prepare  what  is  technically  and 
most  truthfully  called  a  "hungry  tea,"  unfor- 
tunately filled  the  kettle,  and  afterward  the  tea- 
pot, out  of  a  can,  not  of  fresh,  but  of  .sea-water! 
And  again,  when  the  "  half-sheep,"  which  she 
was  accustomed  to  order  weekly,  had  (with  its 
corresponding  half  of  course)  betaken  itself  to 
the  mountains,  declining  to  be  killed,  and  also, 
owing  to  storms  or  piscatory  incapacity,  all  the 
fish,  both  in  sea  and  burn,  unanimously  refused 
to  come  to  the  boys'  hooks,  there  Avas  absolute 
famine  in  the  house.  For  two  days  the  family 
had  to  breakfast,  dine,  and  sup  upon  oatmeal 
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porridge :  at  which  they  had  first  laughed,  then 
grumbled,  and  then  taken  to  quarreling,  as  they 
not  seldom  did.  "And  as  all  brothers  and  sis- 
ters do,"  they  told  the  little  quiet  cousin,  who, 
quite  alone  in  the  world,  with  no  one  either  to 
love  her  or  to  vex  her,  could  not  understand  it 
at  all. 

But,  in  spite  of  these  small  troubles,  they  had 
been  very  happy  together;  and  now  that  their 
holiday  was  nearly  over — it  was  then  Sunday 
night,  and  Wednesday  would  be  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober and  their  month's  end — they  all  felt  a  little 


sad.  They  sat  over  their  tea-table  in  the  early 
closing  twilight,  without  any  of  the  skirmishes 
which,  either  in  jest  or  earnest,  were  always  ris- 
ing up  among  these  strong,  rough  Yorkshire  na- 
tures— warm  to  love  and  quick  to  hate,  or  at 
least  to  wrangle,  in  a  way  that  to  little  Jessie 
seemed  as  if  it  must  sj)ring  from  or  result  in  un- 
dying hatred,  till  she  found  tluit  they  always 
made  the  quarrel  uj)  again,  or,  without  any  mak- 
ing up,  went  on  in  five  minutes  just  as  cheerful- 
ly as  if  it  had  never  hajjpened. 

"You   are   the   very  queerest  family  I"  she 
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would  say  sometimes.  "I  suppose  it  is  your 
English  demonstrativeness  which  seems  to  me 
so  odd.  You  speak  out  whatever  comes  into 
your  minds,  good  or  bad,  kind  or  unkind.  If 
any  one  were  to  say  to  me  half  the  things  that 
you  say  to  one  another  every  day  of  your  lives,  I 
should  break  my  heart  about  it  for  weeks  after : 
and  if  I  were  so  left  to  myself  as  to  speak  to  any 
body  else  in  that  way,  it  would  imply  that  I  had 
lost  all  love  and  respect  for  them,  and  I  should 
just  go  away  and  leave  them,  and  never  be  friends 
with  them  any  more." 

"  Should  you  ?  Then  you'd  be  a  little  donk- 
ey!" Agnes  would  answer.  "We  all  like  one 
another  well  enough,  and  we  speak  to  one  an- 
other no  worse  than  father  always  speaks  to  us. 
We  are  used  to  that  sort  of  thing,  and  don't  heed 
it.  It  might  have  been  different  had  mother 
been  alive." 

So  Jessie  often  thought,  but  did  not  like  to 
say.  She  knew  very  slightly  her  aunt's  hus- 
band, except  that  her  old  uncle  always  looked 
"dour"  when  he  mentioned  Mr.  Wyvill  of  Wy- 
vill  Court.  And  in  her  fond  little  heart — which 
her  solitary  life  had  made  prematurely  wise — 
she  made  great  allowances  for  this  rugged  fam- 
ily, which  had  brought  itself  up  much  as  it  chose ; 
with  no  softening  influence  of  parental  love,  no 
restraining  hand  of  parental  guidance.  And  she 
loved  them  all,  hardly  making  any  difference ; 
at  least  none  that  she  then  knew.  And  they 
all  loved  her;  nor,  even  in  their  worst  and 
roughest  humors,  did  they  ever  ill-use  her  or  say 
to  her  the  sharp  ill-natured  things  that  they  often 
said  to  one  another.  As  she  sat  on  the  settle  in 
front  of  the  fire — so  small  in  face  and  figure  that 
she  almost  seemed  a  child,  and  so  grave  and 
quiet  that  she  might  have  been  a  little  old  wo- 
man— she  contrasted  strongly  with  the  handsome 
young  AVyvills,  both  boys  and  girls,  all  large- 
made,  well -featured,  hearty- voiced  :  full  of 
health,  and  spirit,  and  life.  No  wonder  that  to 
her — reserved,  rather  dreamy,  delicate  in  health, 
and  passive  in  nature — those  wild  Yorkshire 
cousins  brought  exactly  the  elements  in  which 
her  dull,  easy,  rich,  shut-up  existence  was  de- 
ficient, and  that  she  had  been  very  happy  this 
month — happier,  she  often  thought,  than  ever 
since  she  was  born. 

So  she  told  Agnes,  and,  a  little  less  frankly, 
told  Maurice  also,  as,  after  the  tea-things  had 
been  washed  up  by  the  girls,  and  the  fire  piled 
up  by  the  boys,  they  took  their  usual  evening 
walk — past  the  old  kirk,  and  along  the  burn-side,  j 
where  the  fringing  birk-trces  were  turning  yel-  \ 
low,  and  the  rowan-berries  a  coral  red ;  up  the  ! 
steej)  hill-road  which  led  to  the  nearest  point  of 
communication  with  the  civilized  world — a  fish- 
ing village,  where,  twice  a  week  in  summer  and 
once  in  winter,  a  steamer  stopped  to  take  passen- 
gers and  herrings  to  Glasgow. 

"  I  don't  think  I'll  go  up  to  Glasgow  to-mor- 
row," said  Maurice,  suddenly  stopping  the  line 
of  procession,  which  now,  as  in  all  their  walks 
had  latterly  happened,  was  just  two  and  two 
and  two — Maurice  and  Jessie,  Dick  and  Agnes, 


I  Emma  and  Jane.  '"Dick,  you  could  get  the 
j  money  at  the  bank  just  as  well  as  I  could ;  and 
bring  it  back  in  time  for  us  to  pay  our  rent  and 
clear  away  on  the  1st.  You  shall  go;  I  don't 
see  Avhy  I  should  always  be  the  man  of  business 
of  the  family.  It  would  be  awfully  '  nice,'  as 
you  say,  Jessie,  to  get  two  more  days  on  the 
hills  before  I  go  back  to  college." 

"And  why  shouldn't  I  get  the  benefit  of  those 
two  days  as  much  as  you  ?"  said  Richard,  sulkily : 
he  was  more  given  to  sulks,  and  Maurice  to  quick, 
short  angers.  "See  if  you  make  me  go  up  to 
Glasgow  for  you,  my  lad.  I'll  be  shot  if  I  do." 
"Hush!  don't  quarrel;  it's  Sunday,"  said  Jes- 
sie, using  the  first  argument  that  came  to  hand, 
though  her  heart  misgave  her  that  it  was  a 
feeble  one,  seeing  there  was  no  reason  people 
should  be  less  good  on  week-days  than  on  Sun- 
days. But  the  Sunday  evening  silence  had  more 
influence  than  her  speech,  even  over  these  young 
lads.  Hardly  any  creature  above  the  nature  of 
a  boor  could  fail  to  be  impressed,  consciously  or 
unconsciously,  by  such  a  lovely,  heavenly  night, 
the  like  of  which  is  now  and  then  seen  in  the 
Highlands  just  before  "  coarse"  weather  sets  in  : 
a  combination  of  all  the  beauty  of  all  the  sea- 
sons— warm  and  mild  as  summer,  clear  as  au- 
tumn, solemn  and  soundless  as  winter. 

Jessie  Raeburn,  who  is  a  middle-aged  woman 
now,  could  still  describe  it,  vividly  as  if  it  were 
yesterday,  that  lonely  hill-road,  the  sunset  ftid- 
ing  rosily  over  the  sea  on  the  right  hand,  and 
the  full  moon,  with  a  star  above  her,  climbing 
in  a  flood  of  brightness  above  the  black  mount- 
ains on  the  left.  The  two  mountain  ranges, 
with  the  desolate  glen  lying  between  them,  from 
which,  through  the  utter  silence  all  abroad,  rose 
up  the  fiiint  far-off"  ripple  of  the  burn,  like  the 
voice  of  a  soul  alive  in  the  midst  of  death.  And 
she  remembers — or,  whether  or  not  she  does,  all 
the  rest  do — all  save  one  (and  perhaps  he  does 
too,  in  some  strange  way,  belonging  to  the  mys- 
teries which  are  unfathomable  in  this  world) — 
how  her  voice  suddenly  and  involuntarily  went 
up  like  an  arrow  of  sound  through  the  pellucid 
air;  in  a  hymn-tune  of  course.  It  was  that  tunc 
called  "French,"  which  in  Scotch  churches  is 
usually  sung,  as  Jessie  sang  it  now,  to  the  12Ist 
Psalm : 

'*•!  to  the  hills  will  lift  mine  eye?, 

From  whence  dotli  come  mine  aid. 
My  fsafety  cometh  from  tho  Lurd, 

Who  heaven  und  earth  hath  made. 
Tliy  foot  he'll  not  let  slide,  nor  will 

He  slumber  that  thee  keeps; 
Belinld,  He  tiiat  keeps  Israel, 

He  slumbers  not,  nor  sleeps. 

''The  Lord  thee  keep?,  the  Lord  thy  shade 

At  thy  ri^ht  hand  doth  f'ny; 
The  moon  by  night  thee  shall  not  smite, 

Nor  yet  tlic  sun  by  day. 
The  Lord  sliail  kerp  tiiy  soul;  He  shall 

Preserve  thee  from  all  ill. 
Henceforth  thy  g'-ing  out  and  in, 

God  keep  for  ever  will." 

The  psalm  ended,  they  all  stood  motionless; 
awed  by  the  unearthly  beauty  of  the  scene,  and 
by  the  involuntary  solemnity  which  creeps  over 
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any  six  persons  who  have  spent  a  very  happy 
time  together,  and  are  now  on  the  eve  of  part- 
ing, with  the  consciousness  which  common  ex- 
perience teaches,  that  it  is  at  least  doubtful  how, 
when,  and  where  the  whole  six  may  meet,  or  if 
they  may  ever  meet  together  again. 

"We  shall  soon  be  going  home  now,"  ob- 
served Richard,  in  a  dolorous  voice. 

"I  almost  wish  we  were  never  going  home 
any  more,"  said  his  brother. 

"  Oh,  Maurice!"  cried  Agnes,  reprovingly. 
"  At  least  not  to  such  a  dreary  home  as  ours. 
But  some  time" — and  the  lad,  who  had  hold  of 
cousin  Jessie's  hand,  looked  up  toward  the  moon- 
lit mountain-tqps  with  a  new  expression  of  man- 
ly will  and  manly  hope  dawning  in  his  handsome 
boyish  face — "some  time,  perhaps, I  will  myself 
make  a  real  home." 

Just  at  that  moment  they  were  all  startled  by 
one  of  those  sudden  meteors  common  enough  on 
Scottish  autumn  nights.  It  blazed  out  from  be- 
side the  moon,  quivered  over  the  mountain  peak 
below,  and  then  vanished  in  blackness  just  over 
a  pass  which  the  boys  had  often  talked  of  trying 
— fancying  it  would  prove  a  short  cut  to  the  fish- 
ing-village—  instead  of  pursuing  this  winding 
road  across  the  wilderness  of  moorland,  rock, 
and  bog. 

"By  Jovo,  how  plain  that  bit  of  the  hill 
showed  !  I'll  have  a  try  at  climbing  it  to-mor- 
row." 

"You  won't,  my  lad,"  Dick  answered  to  his 
brother.  "You'll  be  far  enough  off  by  this 
time  to-morrow." 

"We'll  see,"  Maurice  said,  somewhat  angrily. 
But  either  he  was  too  happy  or  too  sad  to  wish 
to  quarrel,  or  something  else  evidently  engrossed 
him  ;  for  he  walked  home  without  saying  a  word 
more,  not  even  to  Jessie. 

Presently  they  all  gathered  round  the  kitchen 
table  for  their  supper — their  last  meal  together  ; 
for  whichever  of  the  brothers  went  up  to  Glas- 
gow to-morrow,  he  would  have  to  rise  before 
daylight,  and  cross  the  country  by  the  mount- 
ain road  to  catch  the  steamer,  returning  only 
just  in  time  on  Wednesday  to  pay  the  rent,  and 
escort  the  family  to  the  point  where  the  weekly 
boat  would  touch  next  day.  Thus  to-night  was 
the  real  close  of  this  Arcadian  life.  They  would 
return  to  the  comforts  and  discomforts  of  civil- 
ization. And  though  all  the  party  tried  to  be 
exceedingly  jolly — nay,  Agnes  actually  brought 
out  the  whisky-bottle,  and  unexceptionable  toddy 
made  by  Maurice  was  distributed  fairly  round, 
even  to  the  silent  and  sullen  Dick — still  there 
was  a  cloud  over  them,  a  cloud  long  remember- 
ed and  spoken  of  with  awe. 

"  Well,  boys,  do  settle  it.  Which  is  to  go?" 
said  Agnes. 

"Richard,"  cried  Maurice. 
"Maurice,"  cried  Richard. 
"I'll  make  you  do  it." 
"I'll  be  luinged  if  you  will." 
And  from  words  they  might  have  gone  still 
farther  liad  not  Jessie  laid  her  little  hand  on 
the  elder  brother's  arm. 


"  Don't  quarrel ;  not  this  night,  at  least,  when 
we  have  been  so  happy.     Oh,  don't !" 

"  Let  go  of  him,  Jessie !"  cried  Dick,  fiercelv. 
"  He's  a  selfish,  domineering,  ill-natured  brute. " 

"Am  I?"  said  Maurice  between  his  teeth, 
when  he  caught  sight  of  Jessie's  imploring  face. 
"  Hold  your  tongue,  lad.  You  and  I  will  set- 
tle it  by-and-by,  after  the  girls  have  gone  to 
bed.     Good-night  now." 

They  said  good-night  all  round,  obediently ; 
even  Agnes,  the  house -mother  and  ordinary 
ruler  of  the  family ;  for  something  in  Maurice 
quite  startled  them,  so  unusual  was  his  dignity 
of  command,  as  well  as  self-command. 

"I  wonder  what  has  come  over  the  boy?" 
she  said,  when  the  four  girls  had  shut  them- 
selves in  their  bedroom.  "How  well  he  kept 
his  temper!  and  he  usually  loses  it  so  soon." 

Jessie  said  nothing. 

Shortly  afterward  there  came  a  little  tap  at 
the  door. 

"I  want  to  speak  to  one  of  you  girls  for  a 
moment." 

"Which  of  us?" 

"Cousin  Jessie  will  do." 

And  Jessie,  who  had  not  begun  to  undress, 
but  sat  meditatively  on  her  bed,  went  out,  right 
outside  the  door  into  the  starlight  night,  which 
was  the  only  available  place  for  conversation 
with  Maurice. 

"I  want  to  ask  you  one  thing,  Jessie.  Ought 
I  to  give  in  to  Richard  or  not?" 

"  About  to-morrow  ?" 

"Yes." 

"I  don't  know,"  said  Jessie,  sorely  perplexed 
at  being  thus  raised  into  a  sort  of  Mentor,  and, 
more  painful  still,  a  judge  between  the  two 
brothers.  "You  are  the  elder,  and  have  a 
right  to  get  your  own  way.  But  still — nay, 
Maurice,"  she  added,  suddenly,  "I'm  not  a  bit 
wiser  or  better  than  you.  Don't  ask  me  to  de- 
cide, for  I  really  don't  know." 

"I  do,"  said  Maurice,  and  he  looked  down 
tenderly  into  the  gentle  face.  "I  won't  A-^ex 
him  ;  for  I'm  a  great  deal  happier  than  he,  Jes- 
sie.    I'll  go  to  Glasgow  myself." 

And  with  a  thrill  at  her  heart,  half  of  pleas- 
ure, half  of  pain,  Jessie  said,  "Yes,  go." 

"Then  good-night,  for  we'll  likely  never  have 
another  night  here  again." 

"Good-night,  Maurice.  You  are  very,  very 
good." 

"Thank  you." 

They  stood  together,  these  two,  girl  and  boy, 
little  more  than  children,  in  the  still  night  un- 
der the  stars,  with  the  murmur  of  the  sea  close 
below,  and  the  great  silent  mountains  beyond. 
They  hardly  understood  either  one  another  or 
their  own  selves,  and  yet  somehow  they  did,  or 
one  of  them  learned  it  afterward. 

"  Oh,  Jessie,  give  me  a  kiss — ^just  one  !"  JNIau- 
rice  breathed  rather  than  spoke. 

Either  she  gave  it,  or  he  took  it — she  hardly 
knew  wliich — but  Jessie  Raeburn  has  remem- 
bered and  will  remember  it  all  her  life  long. 

"Maurice — good  ^laurice,"  she  sighed  lov- 
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ingly  to  herself,  as  she  curled  round  on  her 
hard  but  peaceful  and  happy  pillow,  "how  could 
Richard  say  to  him  one  unkind  word?'* 


CHAPTER  II. 


Jessie  lay  awake  for  a  long  time,  but  no 
ominous  sound  of  quarreling  came  through  the 
thin  wall.  She  concluded  the  boys  had  made 
it  up  in  the  easy  way  that  all  wars  were  made 
up  between  them,  namely,  by  the  mere  cessation 
of  strife :  contrition  or  forgiveness  being  things 
neither  given  nor  exacted  in  this  not  over-sensi- 
tive or  sentimental  family.  She  went  to  sleep 
at  last  with  a  quiet  heart,  in  which  the  deep 
feeling  waking  into  existence  was  only  just 
enough  conscious  of  itself  to  diffuse  a  sense  of 
vague  happiness  throughout  her  whole  being, 
the  happiness  of  which  there  is  but  one  sort, 
coming  once  in  a  lifetime,  in  all  this  world. 

When  the  girls  rose  they  found  the  boys  al- 
ready away.  Neither  of  them  returned  to  break- 
fast, which  caused  some  surprise. 

' '  They  can't  both  have  gone  to  Glasgow.  It 
would  be  very  ill-natured  of  them ;  for  I  want 
help  in  ever  so  many  ways.  I  wonder  how  they 
settled  the  quarrel  last  night?" 

"Maurice  told  me  he  meant  to  go," said  Jes- 
sie, briefly  and  quietly. 

"That's  all  right;  and  most  likely  Dick  has 
walked  witfc  him  across  the  hill,  and  will  be 
back  to  dinner." 

So,  after  a  reasonable  time,  they  cleared  away 
breakfast,  and  fell  to  their  packing  cheerily,  with 
all  the  small  jests  indulged  in  under  such  cir- 
cumstances by  four  lively  and  lightsome  girls, 
who  enjoy  being  busy,  and  busy  all  together. 
In  the  activity  of  their  work  they  had  quite  got 
over  the  slight  shadow  of  regret  at  parting,  and 
were  planning  new  meetings  and  new  pleasures 
with  the  hopefulness  and  elasticity  of  youth. 
Afterward  they  looked  back  upon  that  morning, 
when  they  were  all  so  active  and  gay,  so  preter- 
naturally  full  of  laughter  and  fun,  with  a  kind 
of  shiver,  which  for  years  made  them  pause  in 
the  midst  of  any  mirth,  as  if  they  heard  through 
it  all  the  soundless  footsteps  of  approaching 
Fate. 

Their  gayety  was  only  checked,  not  suppress- 
ed, by  the  arrival  of  Richard,  in  not  the  best  of 
humors.  Poor  fellow !  this  time  he  had  some 
cause ;  for  he  had  slipped  into  a  rocky  crevice, 
bruised  his  shoulder,  and  scarified  his  knee. 

"It's  lucky  I  didn't  hurt  myself  worse,"  said 
he  ;  "for  some  of  those  places  are  confounded- 
ly deep,  and  so  overgrown  with  heather  that 
one  never  sees  them  till  one  puts  one's  foot 
into  them.  They  aro«  regular  crevasses,  I  think, 
and  they  are  just  in  that  particular  bit  of  the 
hill-side  where  we  have  so  often  intended  to  go. 
I've  been,  girls.  I  played  old  Maurice  a  nice 
trick,  and  slipped  off  before  daybreak.  So  he 
would  be  obliged  to  go  to  Glasgow.  Is  he 
gone  ?" 


"I  suppose  so,  more  shame  to  you,  Dick," 
said  Agnes. 

"  He  meant  to  go ;  he  made  up  his  mind  last 
night,"  Jessie  added. 

"  Did  he  ?  Now  that  was  jolly  of  him,"  said 
Dick,  cordially.  "But  he  might  as  well  have 
told  me  so." 

"  Didn't  he  say  any  thing  last  night  ?" 

"Not  a  word,  for  I  shammed  to  be  asleep. 
And  this  morning  I  left  him  really  asleep,  as 
sound  as  a  church.  Well,  it  was  jolly  of  Mau- 
rice, and  I'll  do  him  a  good  turn  some  day  for 
it." 

So  Dick  quite  recovered  his  spirits,  and  in 
spite  of  his  bruises  made  himself  both  useful 
and  agreeable  all  that  day  and  the  next,  even 
though  the  coarse  weather,  of  which  that  heav- 
enly Sunday  was  the  warning,  had  fairly  set  in, 
and  the  family  were  shut  up  between  their  two 
rough  apartments,  unable  even  to  cross  the 
threshold  for  blast  and  storm ;  such  storm  as  is 
only  seen  in  these  mountains,  where  the  rain 
not  falls,  but  drives,  in  absolute  sheets  of  water; 
and  the  wind  grows  into  a  perfect  whirlwind ; 
and  the  burn  rises  and  roars  along  in  a  foaming 
torrent,  thick  and  brown ;  and  the  sea  becomes 
a  mass  of  "white  horses,"  and  dashes  itself 
along  the  once  quiet  beach  and  weedy  rocks  in 
a  mad  mass  of  waves  and  spray.  It  was  a 
slight  forewarning  of  what  winter  must  be  here, 
and  it  made  the  young  people  a  little  reconciled 
to  the  idea  of  going  home. 

"  Only  fancy  being  out  on  the  mountains  on 
a  night  like  last  night;"  for  the  storm  began 
about  dusk  on  Monday.  "I  am  glad  Maurice 
started  so  early  for  the  boat,  and  that  you  were 
back  early  too,  Dick.  Eancy  if  you  had  been 
out  till  now." 

"  Pooh,  Agnes !  I'd  have  stood  it  well  enough. 
The  shepherds  do.  And  I'm  glad  I  'did'  that 
pass  after  all ;  only  it's  nonsense  supposing  it's 
a  nearer  way  to  the  coast — it's  ever  so  much  far- 
ther. Nothing  so  deceiving  as  miles  of  heather 
and  bog.  A  horrid  place.  Ugh !  but  my  shoul- 
der is  sore  yet." 

He  occupied  a  good  deal  of  the  girls'  time  in 
waiting  upon  and  nursing  him,  and  apjiarently 
rather  liked  their  doing  it,  especially  Jessie,  who 
was  very  sorry  for  him  and  very  kind  to  him,  as 
she  would  have  been  to  any  human  creature. 

The  wild  weather  lasted  all  Tuesday,  but  on 
Wednesday  morning  it  cleared  up  into  that  won- 
derful brightness  of  calm  which  succeeds  these 
equinoctial  storms.  The  packing  was  finished 
in  great  glee,  and  all  preparations  made  for  de- 
parture, as  soon  as  Maurice  should  come  with 
the  cart  that  was  to  convey  themselves  and  their 
luggage  to  the  little  inn  where  they  had  agreed 
to  sleep,  in  order  to  be  ready  for  the  early  boat 
next  morning. 

The  girls  prepared  a  hasty  dinner  out  of  the 
last  of  their  provisions — had  a  final  "crack" 
with  their  landlady,  Mrs.  MacDiarmid,  who  r^as 
expecting  her  "man"  home  from  a  week's  a:- 
sence  at  the  fishing — and  then  they  all  kept 
sauntering  about  rather  restlessly  watching  along 
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the  white  line  of  road  for  the  black  speck  which 
ought  to  be  Maurice.  They  all  felt,  and  said, 
that  they  would  be  quite  glad  to  see  him  again  : 
in  his  absence  they  had  found  out  how  pleasant 
and  useful  Maurice  had  been  all  this  month, 
and  how,  with  his  bright  cheery  face  and  un- 
failing good-nature,  he  was,  even  though  he  had 
his  little  hot-tempers  occasionally,  a  more  im- 
portant element  in  the  family  circle  than  any 
one  had  imagined.  Agnes  owned,  with  a  sigh, 
that  she  was  half  sorry  he  was  going  to  Cam- 
bridge— the  father  having  at  last  consented  to 
this  step. 

''  Perhaps  it  is  all  the  better  for  him  ;  but  we 
shall  miss  him  very  much  at  home." 

"Not  a  bit  of  it ;  you've  me,"  said  Richard, 
sharply.  "And  it's  he  that's  the  lucky  fellow 
to  get  away  from  home,  with  father  so  cross,  and 
you  girls  always  bothering." 

"Oh,  Dick!"  cried  Jessie;  and  then,  "Oh, 
Agnes!"  as  Agnes  returned  her  brother  some 
sharp  answer,  in  the  family  fashion.  After  which 
little  outburst  the  family  horizon  cleared  up ; 
but  Jessie  would  have  liked  it  better  had  it  nev- 
er clouded,  especially  just  at  the  leaving  of  this 
sweet  place,  Avhere  they  had  enjoyed  themselves 
so  much.  She  said  little,  but  kept  looking  wist- 
fully and  lovingly  along  the  mountain-road  for 
that  small  speck  in  the  distance,  which,  as  tour- 
ists were  getting  rare  now,  was  almost  sure  to 
be  Maurice ;  but  it  never  came.  No — though 
the  afternoon  melted  into  evening,  the  sun  set 
goldenly  in  the  sea,  and  the  moon  rose  over  the 
hill-top,  in  the  same  spot,  and  almost  as  bright 
and  beautiful  as  on  Sunday  night  —  Maurice 
never  came. 

"The  steamer  could  not  have  put  in  yester- 
day; it  often  happens  so  in  stormy  weather," 
Jessie  said  at  last,  speaking  oracularly,  as  being 
the  most  familiar  Avith  these  parts,  and  trying 
to  hide  a  tremor  of  disappointment  that  was  per- 
ceptible in  her  voice. 

"But  how  shall  we  find  that  out?"  Agnes 
answered.  "And  it  will  be  so  very  provoking 
if  it  is  so,  for  we  shall  have  to  wait  for  Maurice 
another  day  or  more  ;  and  it  is  too  late  for  Dick 
to  start  off  and  inquire." 

"Dick  won't  do  it,  neither,"  emphatically  de- 
clared that  young  gentleman.  "You  must  just 
impack  and  stop  here  another  night.  Who 
cares?     I  don't." 

"But  about  Maurice,"  suggested  Jessie, 
meekly.  "There,  look!  somebody  is  coming 
down  the  road."  And  they  all  ran  forward 
eagerly. 

But  it  was  only  Diarmid  MacDiarmid,  other- 
wise Diarmid  Beg,  being  a  small  man,  with 
hardly  an  idea  beyond  fishing-nets  and  whisky. 
By  the  latter  he  was  considerably  overcome  just 
then  ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  make 
him  understand  what  they  meant  to  inquire — 
namely,  whether  the  boat  had  stopped  at  all  yes- 
terday, and  if  either  then  or  on  any  other  day 
he  had  seen  Maurice. 

"Maybe  I  did,  but  I'm  no  sure.  Eh!  my 
hcid's  no  gude  at  messages.     But  bide  a  wee, 


leddies."  And,  with  a  sudden  lucky  gleam  of 
recollection,  he  pulled  out  of  his  pouch  a  scrap 
of  paper,  on  which  was  written,  in  Maurice's 
own  bold  scrawl,  "7'm  off,  and  I'll  he  back  on 
Wednesday  .^^ 

"  He  met  you,  then  ?     He  gave  you  that  ?" 

"He  just  did,"  affirmed  Diarmid  Beg,  from 
whom  no  further  information  could  be  by  any 
means  elicited. 

There  was,  therefore,  no  help  for  it  but  to 
conclude  that  he  had  gone  to  Glasgow  on  Mon- 
day, but  that  the  return  boat  had  not  stopped  at 
the  fishing  village ;  so  that  Maurice  had  been, 
as  not  seldom  happens  in  the  Highlands  to  un- 
lucky winter  passengers,  conveyed  against  his 
will  to  some  further  port,  whence  he  would  have 
to  get  back  how  and  when  he  could. 

"Very  provoking!"  Agnes  exclaimed;  and 
they  all  agx^-eed  that,  on  the  Avhole,  civilization 
had  its  advantages.  But  they  determined  to 
make  the  best  of  things,  and  spent  a  not  very 
doleful  evening,  or  morning  either, — when,  sleep 
having  brought  Diarmid  Beg  a  little  more  to 
"himsel,"  they  called  him  into  the  kitchen  and 
again  questioned  him.  He  still  declared  that 
the  scrap  of  paper — which,  after  being  passed 
eagerly  round,  was  left  lying  about,  till  Jessie 
took  it  up  and  put  it  in  her  pocket — had  been 
given  him  by  Maurice,  who  was  hurrying  to 
catch  the  boat. 

"And  did  he  catch  it?" 

"Maybe  he  did,  and  maybe  he  didn't,"  said 
the  cautious  Highlander.  But  afteiiA'ard,  being 
hard  pressed,  and  seeing,  with  the  mingled  cun- 
ning and  kindliness  of  his  race,  how  very  anx- 
iously the  information  was  desired,  giving  vent 
to  the  universal  Celtic  imagination,  he  told  a 
long  and  consecutive  story  of  how  he  was  after- 
ward lying  in  his  boat  in  the  bay,  and  the  steam- 
er passed  him,  and  there  was  on  her  deck  a  gen- 
tleman who  he  felt  sure  was  the  young  master, 
for  he  called  out  to  him,  "unco  ceevil,"  as  Mas- 
ter Maurice  always  was,  "Eh,  Diarmid  Beg, 
and  boo  are  ye  the  day  ?" 

Which  story,  resting  on  no  foundation  at  all, 
or  on  the  slender  foundation  of  two  probabilities, 
perhaps  facts,  so  twisted  together  as  to  compose 
one  absolute  lie,  w^as  eagerly  received  by  the 
Wyvills :  and  afterward  repeated  and  believed 
with  that  intensity  of  belief  with  which  people 
seize  on  one  only  possible  clew  in  the  midst  of  a 
sea  of  doubt  and  misery. 

On  this  fortunate  lie,  therefore,  the  family 
rested,  tolerably  at  ease,  for  two  days  more : 
when  getting  no  letter  and  no  message,  they 
decided,  in  general  council,  that  their  wisest  plan 
was  to  take  the  Saturday  boat  uj)  to  Glasgow. 
Something  must  have  happened — })erhaps  their 
father  was  ill,  and  INIaurice  had  been  summoned 
direct  home ;  still,  they  grumbled,  he  might 
have  contrived  to  send  them  some  line  or  word, 
instead  of  leaving  them  in  this  forlorn  condition. 
It  was  tlioughtlcss — like  all  boys. 

"  Oh,  don't  blame  him,  Agnes.     Not  now  !" 

"Well,  I  won't,  Jessie,"  replied  the  elder  sis- 
ter, who  perhaps  felt  a  relief  in  being  cross.    Yet 
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it  was  strange,  and  seemed  stranger  still  after- 
ward, how  little  real  anxiety  they  had  at  first, 
and  how  wonderfully  they  kept  up  their  spirits 
— these  five  young  people,  to  whom  life  had  al- 
ways been  so  easy  that  they  scarcely  understood 
what  fear  or  sorrow  meant.  And  a  few  physical 
inconveniences,  natural  under  their  forced  stay 
— such  as  tea  without  sugar,  and  no  meat  to 
be  got  for  love  or  money — kept  their  minds  in  a 
state  of  wholesome  irritability  and  self-compas- 
sion, which  took  away  the  sense  of  real  dread. 

Only  the  first  shadow  of  apprehension  came 
over  them  on  Friday  ;  when,  having  explained 
their  position  to  Mrs.  MacDiarmid,  and  given 
Uncle  Raeburn's  name  as  security  for  the  unpaid 
rent,  they  counted  out  all  their  money,  and  found 
it  barely  enough  to  carry  them  to  their  uncle's 
door  at  Glasgow. 

"It's  very  hard,  and  it  wasn't  like  Maurice 
to  forget  us  so,"  said  Agnes,  almost  crying.  "I 
hope  nothing  has  gone  wrong  with  him — that  he 
is  not  ill." 

And  when,  in  a  somewhat  dreary  procession, 
they  quitted,  with  scarce  a  farewell  glance,  the 
pretty  cottage,  and  filed  away — some  walking. 


some  riding  in  the  cart — along  the  mountain- 
road,  Richard  confided  to  Jessie  that  he  rather 
feared  Maurice  was  ill — had  perhaps  caught  a 
fever — for  he  shivered  several  times,  and  tossed 
about  for  a  good  while  after  he  came  to  bed  on 
Sunday  night. 

"  And  yet  you  never  spoke  to  him  ?" 

The  boy  hung  his  head. 

*'  And  the  last  thing  you  said  to  him  was  that 
unkind  word !" 

"I'll  never  say  it  again!"  cried  Dick,  in  a 
passionate  burst  of  compunction.  And  poor 
Jessie's  sore  heart  melted  to  see  what  deep,  hon- 
est, brotherly  love  lay  beneath  the  rough  and 
quarrelsome  exterior.  "Never again,  I  promise 
you,  Jessie !"  But  alas !  why  had  he  said  it  at 
all? 

And  so  they  passed  on,  a  very  silent  little 
party,  along  the  familiar  road,  and  lost  sight, 
forever,  of  the  cottage  where  they  had  been  so 
happy :  the  pleasant  bay,  the  singing  burn ; 
and,  at  last,  of  the  sharply  outlined  mountains, 
which  kept  eternal  watch,  in  shower  and  sun- 
shine, summer  and  winter,  over  the  desolate 
glen. 


DENIS  DUVAL. 

BY  WILLIAM  MAKEPEACE  THACKERAY. 

to  resume  her  box-on-the-ear  practice,  for  whicli 
I  thought  I  was  growing  too  old.  Indeed,  I 
had  become  a  great  boy.  Tliere  were  not  half 
a  dozen  out  of  the  sixty  at  Pocock's  who  could 
beat  me  when  I  was  thirteen  years  old,  and 
from  these  champions,  were  they  ever  so  big,  I 
never  would  submit  to  a  thrashing,  without  a 
fight  on  my  part,  in  which,  though  I  might  get 
the  worst,  I  was  pretty  sure  to  leave  some  ugly 
marks  on  my  adversary's  nose  and  eyes.  I  re- 
member one  lad  especially,  Tom  Parrot  by  name, 
who  was  three  years  older  than  myself,  and  whom 
I  could  no  more  beat  than  a  frigate  can  beat  a 
seventy-four ;  but  we  enfjaged  nevertheless,  and, 
after  we  had  had  some  rounds  togetlier,  Tom 
put  one  hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  with  a  queer 
face  and  a  great  black  eye  I  had  given  him, 
sa -s — "  Well,  Denny,  I  could  do  it — you  know 
I  could  :  but  I'm  so  la/.y  I  don't  care  about  going 
on."  And  one  of  the  bottle-holders  beginning 
to  jeer,  Tom  fetclies  him  sucli  a  rap  on  the  ear 
that  I  promise  you  he  showed  no  inclination  for 
laughing  afterward.  By-the-way,  that  knowl- 
edge of  the  noble  art  of  fisticuffs  which  I  learned 
at  school,  I  had  to  practice  at  sea  presently  in 
the  cockpit  of  more  than  one  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  of  war. 

In  respect  of  the  slapping  and  caning  at  home 

I  think  M.  de  la  Motte  remonstrated  with  my 

mother,  and  represented  to  her  that  I  was  now 

CHAPTER  VI.  too  old  for  that  kind  of  treatment.     Indeed, 

when  I  was  fourteen,  I  was  as  tall  as  grand- 

I    ESCAPE   FROM   A   GREAT   DANGER.  c  ^^  ^   •  x        i     t  t  i  i    i     i 

x/ivi^vjri:,Av.  father,  and  in  a  tussle  I  am  sure  I  could  hate 

I  SPOKE  of  the  affair  of  the  brickbats,  at  tripped  his  old  heels  up  easily  enough,  and  got 

home,  to  Monsieur  de  la  Motte  only,  not  the  better  of  him  in  five  minutes.     Do  I  speak 

caring  to  tell  mother  lest  she  should  be  inclined  of  him  with  undue  familiarity  ?     I  pretend  no 
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love  for  iiim  ;  I  never  conkl  have  any  respect. 
Some  of  his  practices  which  I  knew  of  made  me 
turn  from  him,  and  his  loud  professions  only  in- 
creased my  distrust.  Afonsieur  monfls^  if  ever 
you  marry,  and  have  a  son,  I  hope  the  little  chap 
will  have  an  honest  man  for  a  grandfather,  and 
that  you  will  be  able  to  say,  "I  loved  him," 
when  the  daisies  cover  me. 

La  Motto,  then,  caused  "  the  abolition  of  tor- 
ture" in  our  house,  and  I  was  grateful  to  him. 
I  had  the  queerest  feelings  toward  that  man. 
He  was  a  perfect  fine  gentleman  when  he  so 
wished ;  of  his  money  most  liberal,  witty  (in  a 


dry,  cruel  sort  of  way) — most  tenderly  attached 
to  Agnes.  J5%  bien !  As  I  looked  at  his  yel- 
low, handsome  face,  cold  shudders  would  come 
over  me,  though  at  this  time  I  did  not  know 
that  Agnes's  father  had  fiillen  by  his  fatal 
hand. 

When  I  informed  him  of  Mr.  Joe  Weston's 
salute  of  brickbats  he  looked  very  grave.  And 
I  told  him  then,  too,  a  thing  which  had  struck 
me  most  forcibly — viz.,  that  the  shout  which 
Weston  gave,  and  the  oath  which  he  uttered 
when  he  saw  me  on  the  wall,  were  precisely  like 
the  oath  and  execration  uttered  by  the  man  icith 
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the  craped  face,  at  whom  I  fired  from  the  post- 
chaise. 

"  Bah,  hetise  P'  says  La  Motte.  "  What  didst 
thou  on  the  wall  ?  One  does  not  steal  pears  at 
thy  age." 

I  dare  say  I  turned  red.  "I  heard  some- 
body's voice,"  I  said.  "In  fact,  I  heard  Agnes 
singing  in  the  garden,  and — and  I  got  on  the 
wall  to  see  her." 

"  What,  you — you,  a  little  barber's  boy,  climb 
a  wall  to  speak  to  Mademoiselle  Agnes  de  Sa- 
verne,  of  one  of  the  most  noble  houses  of  Lor- 
raine?" La  Motte  yelled,  with  a  savage  laugh. 
'•'■Parhleu!  Monsieur  Weston  has  well  done  !" 

"  Sir !"  said  I,  in  a  towering  rage.  "  Barber 
as  I  am,  my  fathers  were  honorable  Protestant 
clergymen  in  Alsace,  and  we  are  as  good  as 
highwaymen,  at  any  rate!  Barber,  indeed  !"  I 
say  again.  "And  now  I  am  ready  to  sivear 
that  the  man  who  swore  at  me,  and  the  man  I 
shot  on  the  road,  are  one  and  the  same ;  and 
I'll  go  to  Dr.  Barnard's,  and  swear  it  before  him !" 

The  chevalier  looked  aghast  and  threatening 
for  a  while.  "  Tu  jne  menaces,  je  crois,  petit 
manant!'^  says  he,  grinding  liis  teeth.  "This  is 
too  strong.  Listen,  Denis  Duval!  Hold  thy 
tongue,  or  evil  will  come  to  thee.  Thou  Avilt 
make  for  thyself  enemies  the  most  unscrupulous 
and  the  most  terrible — do  you  hear?  I  have 
placed  Mademoiselle  Agnes  de  Saverne  with  that 
admirable  woman,  Mistress  Weston,  because  she 
can  meet  at  the  Priory  with  society  more  fitting 
her  noble  birth  than  that  which  she  will  find 
under  your  grandfather's  pole — parhleu.  Ah, 
you  dare  mount  on  wall  to  look  for  Mademoi- 
selle de  Saverne  ?  Gare  aux  manstraps,  vion 
(jar<pn!  Vive  Dieu.  If  I  see  thee  on  that  wall 
I  will  fire  on  thee,  mol  le  premier  !  You  pretend 
to  Mademoiselle  Agnes.  Ha!  ha!  ha!"  And 
he  grinned  and  looked  like  that  c/b?;e?2-footed 
gentleman  of  whom  Dr.  Barnard  talked. 

I  felt  that  henceforward  there  was  war  be- 
tween La  Motte  and  me.  At  this  time  I  had 
suddenly  shot  up  to  be  a  young  man,  and  was 
not  the  obedient,  prattling  child  of  last  year.  I 
told  grandf^ither  that  I  would  bear  no  more  pun- 
ishment, such  as  the  old  man  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  bestow  upon  me ;  and  once,  when  my 
mother  lifted  her  hand,  I  struck  it  up,  and  griped 
it  so  tight  that  I  frightened  her.  From  that  very 
day  she  never  raised  a  hand  to  me.  Nay,  I*  think 
she  was  not  ill  pleased,  and  soon  actually  began 
to  spoil  me.  Nothing  was  too  good  for  me.  I 
Iciiow  where  the  silk  came  from  which  made  my 
fine  new  waistcoat,  and  the  cambric  for  my  ruf- 
fled shirts,  but  very  much  doubt  whether  they 
ever  paid  any  duty.  As  I  walked  to  church,  I 
dare  say  I  cocked  my  hat  and  strutted  very  con^ 
sequentially.  When  Tom  Billis,  the  baker's 
boy,  jeered  at  my  fine  clothes,  "Tom,"  says  I, 
"  I  will  take  my  coat  and  waistcoat  off  for  half 
an  hour  on  Monday,  and  give  thee  a  beating  if 
thou  hast  a  mind ;  but  to-day  let  us  be  at  peace, 
and  go  to  church." 

On  the  matter  of  church  I  am  not  going  to 
m:ike  any  boast.     That  awful  subject  lies  be- 


tween a  man  and  his  conscience.  I  have  known 
men  of  lax  faith  pure  and  just  in  their  lives,  as 
I  have  met  very  loud-professing  Christians  loose 
in  their  morality,  and  hard  and  unjust  in  their 
dealings.  There  was  a  little  old  man  at  home 
— Heaven  help  him ! — who  was  of  this  sort,  and 
who,  when  I  came  to  know  his  life,  Avould  put 
me  into  such  a  rage  of  revolt  while  preaching 
his  daily  and  nightly  sermons,  that  it  is  a  won- 
der I  was  not  enlisted  among  the  scoffers  and 
evil-doers  altogether.  I  have  known  many  a 
young  man  fall  away,  and  become  utterly  repro- 
bate, because  the  bond  of  discipline  was  tied  too 
tightly  upon  him,  and  because  he  has  found  the 
preacher  who  was  perpetually  prating  over  him 
lax  in  his  own  conduct.  I  am  thankful,  then, 
that  I  had  a  better  instructor  than  my  old  grand- 
fiither  with  his  strap  and  his  cane;  and  was 
brought  (I  hope  and  trust)  to  a  right  state  of 
thinking  by  a  man  whose  brain  was  wise,  as  his 
life  was  excellently  benevolent  and  pure.  This 
was  my  good  friend  Dr.  Barnard,  and  to  this  day 
I  remember  conversations  I  had  with  him,  and 
am  quite  sure  they  influenced  my  future  life. 
Had  I  been  altogether  reckless  and  as  lawless 
as  many  people  of  our  acquaintance  and  neigh- 
borhood, he  would  have  ceased  to  feel  any  in- 
terest in  me ;  and  instead  of  wearing  his  Maj- 
esty's epaulets  (which  I  trust  I  have  not  dis- 
graced), I  might  have  been  swabbing  a  smug- 
gler's boat,  or  riding  in  a  night  caravan,  with 
kegs  beside  me  and  pistols  and  cutlasses  to  de- 
fend me,  as  that  unlucky  La  Motte  owned  for  his 
part  that  he  had  done.  My  good  mother,  though 
she  gave  up  the  practice  of  smuggling,  never 
could  see  the  harm  in  it ;  but  looked  on  it  as  a 
game  where  you  played  your  stake,  and  lost  or 
won  it.  She  ceased  to  play,  not  because  it  was 
wrong,  but  it  Avas  expedient  no  more ;  and  Mr. 
Denis,  her  son,  was  the  cause  of  her  giving  u]) 
this  old  trade. 

For  me,  I  thankfully  own  that  I  was  taught 
to  see  the  matter  in  a  graver  light,  not  only  by 
our  doctor's  sermons  (two  or  three  of  which,  on 
the  text  of  "Render  unto  Ctesar,"  he  preached 
to  the  rage  of  a  great  number  of  his  congrega- 
tion), but  by  many  talks  which  he  had  with  me; 
when  he  showed  me  that  I  was  in  the  wrong  to 
break  the  laws  of  my  country  to  which  I  owed 
obedience,  as  did  every  good  citizen.  He  kncAv 
(though  he  never  told  me,  and  his  reticence  in 
this  matter  was  surely  very  kind)  that  my  poor 
father  had  died  of  wounds  received  in  a  smug- 
gling encounter :  but  he  showed  mc  how  such 
a  life  must  be  loose,  lawless,  secret,  and  wick- 
ed ;  must  bring  a  man  among  desperate  com- 
panions, and  compel  him  to  resist  Caesar's  law- 
ful authority  by  re])ellion,  and  possibly  murder. 
"To  thy  mother  I  have  used  other  arguments, 
Denny,  my  boy,"  he  said,  very  kindly.  "I  and 
the  Admiral  want  to  make  a  gentleman  of  thee. 
Thy  old  grandfather  is  rich  enough  to  help  us  if 
he  cliooses.  I  won't  stop  to  inquire  too  strictly 
where  all  his  money  came  from  ;*  but  'tis  clear 

*  Eheu !  where  a  part  of  it  wtnt  to  I  ahall  have  to  aay 
proseiitly. — D.  D. 
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we  can  not  make  a  gentleman  of  a  smuggler's 
boy,  who  may  be  transjjorted  any  day,  or,  in 
case  of  armed  resistance,  may  be — "  And  here 
my  good  doctor  puts  his  hand  to  his  ear,  and 
indicates  the  punishment  for  piracy  which  was 
very  common  in  my  young  time.  "  My  Denny 
does  not  want  to  ride  with  a  crape  over  his  face, 
and  fire  pistols  at  revenue  officers !  No  !  I  pray 
you  will  ever  show  an  honest  countenance  to  the 
world.  You  will  render  unto  Ciesar  the  things 
which  are  Cajsar's,  and — the  rest,  my  child,  you 
know." 

Now,  I  remarked  about  this  man,  that  when 
he  approached  a  certain  subject  an  involuntary 
awe  came  over  him,  and  he  hushed  as  it  were  at 
the  very  idea  of  that  sacred  theme.  It  was  very 
different  with  poor  grandfather  prating  his  ser- 
mons (and  with  some  other  pastors  I  have  heard), 
who  used  this  Name  as  familiarly  as  any  other, 

and but  who  am  I  to  judge?  and,  my  poor 

old  grandfather,  is  there  any  need  at  this  dis- 
tance of  time  that  I  should  be  picking  out  the 

trabem  in  oculo  tuo? Howbeit,  on  that  night, 

as  I  was  walking  home  after  drinking  tea  with 
my  dear  doctor,  I  made  a  vow  that  I  would  strive 
henceforth  to  lead  an  honest  life ;  that  my  tongue 
should  speak  the  truth,  and  my  hand  should  be 
sullied  by  no  secret  crime.  And  as  I  spoke  I 
saw  my  dearest  little  maiden's  light  glimmer- 
ing in  her  chamber,  and  the  stars  shining  over- 
head, and  felt — who  could  feel  more  bold  and 
happy  than  I  ? 

That  walk  schoolward  by  West  Street  cer- 
tainly was  a  detour.  I  might  have  gone  a 
straighter  road,  but  then  I  should  not  have  seen 
a  certain  window:  a  little  twinkling  window  in 
a  gable  of  the  Priory  House,  where  the  light 
used  to  be  popped  out  at  nine  o'clock.  T'other 
day,  when  we  took  over  the  King  of  France  to 
Calais  (his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
being  in  command),  I  must  needs  hire  a  post- 
chaise  from  Dover,  to  look  at  that  old  window 
in  the  Priory  House  at  Winchelsea.  I  went 
through  the  old  tears,  despairs,  tragedies.  I 
sighed  as  sentimentally,  after  forty  years,  as 
thoujj,h  the  infandi  doJores  were  fresh  upon  me, 
as  though  I  were  the  school-boy  trudging  back  to 
his  task,  and  taking  a  last  look  at  his  dearest 
joy.  I  used  as  a  boy  to  try  and  pass  that  win- 
dow at  nine,  and  I  know  a  prayer  was  said  for 
the  inhabitant  of  yonder  chamber.  She  knew 
my  holidays,  and  my  hours  of  going  to  school 
and  returning  thence.  If  my  little  maid  hung 
certain  signals  in  that  window  (such  as  a  flower, 
for  exam])le,  to  indicate  all  was  well,  a  cross- 
curtain,  and  so  forth),  I  hope  she  practiced  no 
very  unjustifiable  stratagems.  We  agreed  to 
consider  that  she  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy;  and  we  had  few  means  of  commu- 
nication save  these  simple  artifices,  which  are 
allowed  to  be  fiiir  in  love  and  war.  JMonsieur 
de  la  Motte  continued  to  live  at  our  house,  when 
his  frequent  affairs  did  not  call  iiim  away  thence ; 
but,  as  I  said,  few  words  passed  between  us  after 
that  angry  altercation  already  described,  and  he 
and  I  were  never  friends  again. 


He  warned  me  that  I  had  another  enemy,  and 
facts  strangely  confirmed  the  chevalier's  warn- 
ing. One  Sunday  night,  as  I  was  going  to  school, 
a  repetition  of  tlie  brickbat  assault  was  made 
upon  me,  and  this  time  the  smart  cocked  hat 
which  mother  had  given  me  came  in  for  such  a 
battering  as  effectually  spoiled  its  modish  shape. 
I  told  Dr.  Barnard  of  this  second  attempt,  and 
the  good  doctor  was  not  a  little  puzzled.  He 
began  to  think  that  he  was  not  very  wrong  in 
espying  a  beam  in  Joseph  Weston's  eye.  We 
agreed  to  keep  the  matter  quiet,  however,  and 
a  fortnight  after,  on  another  Sunday  evening, 
as  I  was  going  on  m}'  accustomed  route  to  school, 
whom  should  I  meet  but  the  doctor  and  Mr. 
Weston  walking  together !  A  little  way  beyond 
the  town  gate  there  is  a  low  wall  round  a  field ; 
and  Dr.  Barnard,  going  by  this  field  a  quarter 
of  an  Jiour  before  my  usual  time  for  passing,  found 
Mr.  Joseph  Weston  walking  there  behind  the 
stone  inclosure ! 

*'  Good-night,  Denny,"  says  the  doctor,  when 
he  and  his  companion  met  me;  but  surly  Mr. 
Weston  said  nothing.  "  Have  you  had  any  more 
brickbats  at  your  head,  my  boy  ?"  the  rector  con- 
tinued. 

I  said  I  was  not  afraid.  I  had  got  a  good 
pistol,  and  a  bullet  in  it  this  time. 

"  He  shot  that  scoundrel  on  the  same  day  you 
were  shot,  INIr.  Weston,"  says  the  doctor. 

"Did  he?"  growls  the  other. 

"And  your  gun  was  loaded  with  the  same- 
sized  shot  which  Denis  used  to  pepper  his  rascal," 
continues  the  doctor.  "  I  wonder  if  an}-  of  the 
crape  went  into  the  rascal's  wound?" 

"Sir,"  said  Mr.  Weston,  with  an  oath,  "  what 
do  you  mean  for  to  hint  ?" 

"  The  very  oath  the  fellow  used  whom  Denny 
hit  when  your  brother  and  I  traveled  together. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  use  the  language  of  such 
scoundrels,  Mr.  Weston." 

"If  you  dare  to  suspect  me  of  any  thing  un- 
becoming a  gentleman,  I'll  have  the  law  of  you, 
IMr.  Parson,  that  I  will !"  roars  the  othtjr. 

^^  Denis,  man  gar^on,  tire  ton  pistolct  de  suite, 
et  vise  vioi  bien  cet  homme  la,"  says  the  doctor; 
and  griping  hold  of  Weston's  arm,  what  does 
Dr.  Barnard  do  but  plunge  his  hand  into  Wes- 
ton's pocket,  and  draw  thence  another  pistol ! 
He  said  afterward  he  saw  the  brass  butt  sticking 
out  of  Weston's  coat,  as  the  two  were  ^valking 
together. 

"  What !"  shrieks  Mr.  Weston ;  "  is  that  young 
miscreant  to  go  about  armed,  and  tell  every  bq^y 
he  will  murder  me  ;  and  ain't  I  for  to  defend 
myself?     I  walk  in  fear  of  my  life  for  him !" 

"  You  seem  to  me  to  be  in  the  habit  of  trav- 
eling with  pistols,  Mr.  Weston,  and  you  know 
when  pcojjle  pass  sometimes  with  money  in  their 
post-chaises." 

"You  scoundrel,  you — you  boy!  I  call  you 
to  witness  the  words  this  nijtn  have  spoken.  He 
have  insulted  me,  and  li])cled  me,  and  I'll  have 
the  lor  on  him  as  sure  as  I  am  born!"'  shouts 
the  angry  man. 

"Very  good,  Mr.  Joseph  Weston,"  replied  the 
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other,  fiercely.  "And  I  will  ask  Mr.  Blades, 
the  surgeon,  to  bring  the  shot  which  he  took 
from  your  eye,  and  the  scraps  of  crape  adhering 
to  your  face,  and  we  will  go  to  lor  as  soon  as  you 
like!" 

Again  I  thought  with  a  dreadful  pang  how 
Agnes  was  staying  in  that  man's  house,  and  how 
this  quarrel  would  more  than  ever  divide  her 
from  me ;  for  now  she  would  not  be  allowed  to 
visit  the  rectory — the  dear  neutral  ground  where 
I  sometimes  hoped  to  see  her. 

Weston  never  went  to  law  with  the  doctor,  as 
he  threatened.  Some  awkward  questions  would 
have  been  raised,  which  he  would  have  found  a 
difficulty  in  answering :  and  though  he  averred 
that  his  accident  took  place  on  the  day  before 
our  encounter  with  the  heau  masque  on  Dartford 
Common,  a  little  witness  on  our  side  was  ready 
to  aver  that  Mr.  Joe  Weston  left  his  house  at 
the  Priory  before  sunrise  on  the  day  when  we 
took  our  journey  to  London,  and  that  he  re- 
turned the  next  morning  with  his  eye  bound  up, 
when  he  sent  for  Mr.  Blades,  the  surgeon  of  our 
town.  Being  awake,  and  looking  from  her  win- 
dow, my  witness  saw  Weston  mount  his  horse 
by  the  stable-lantern  below,  and  heard  him 
swear  at  the  groom  as  he  rode  out  at  the  gate. 
Curses  used  to  drop  naturally  out  of  this  nice 
gentleman's  lips  ;  and  it  is  certain  in  his  case 
that  bad  words  and  bad  actions  went  together. 

The  Westons  were  frequently  absent  from 
home,  as  ^vas  the  chevalier  our  lodger.  My 
dear  little  Agnes  was  allowed  to  come  and  see 
us  at  these  times  ;  or  slipped  out  by  the  garden- 
door,  and  ran  to  see  her  nurse  Duval,  as  she 
always  called  my  mother.  I  did  not  understand 
for  a  while  that  there  was  any  prohibition  on  the 
Westons'  part  to  Agnes  visiting  us,  or  know  that 
there  was  such  mighty  wrath  harbored  against 
me  in  that  house. 

I  was  glad,  for  the  sake  of  a  peaceable  life  at 
home,  as  for  honesty's  sake  too,  that  my  mo- 
ther did  not  oppose  my  determination  to  take 
no  share  in  that  smuggling  business  in  which 
our  house  still  engaged.  Any  one  who  opposed 
mother  in  her  own  house  had,  I  promise  you,  no 
easy  time  :  but  she  saw  that  if  she  wished  to 
make  a  gentleman  of  her  boy,  he  must  be  no 
smuggler's  apprentice ;  and  when  M.  le  Cheva- 
lier, being  appealed  to,  shrugged  his  shoulders 
and  said  he  washed  his  hands  of  me — ^^  Eh  Lien, 
M.  de  la  Motte!"  says  she,  "  we  shall  see  if  we 
can't  pass  ourselves  of  you  and  your  patronage. 
I  imagine  that  people  are  not  always  the  better  for 
it."  "No,"  replied  he,  with  a  groan,  and  one 
of  his  gloomy  looks,.  "  my  friendship  may  do 
people  harm,  but  my  enmity  is  worse — entendez 
voufi?"  "Bah,  bah!"  says  the  stout  old  lady. 
"  Denisot  has  a  good  courage  of  his  own.  What 
do  you  say  to  me  about  enmity  to  a  harmless 
boy,  M.  le  Chevalier?" 

I  have  told  how,  on  the  night  of  the  funeral 
of  Madame  de  Saverne,  Monsieur  de  la  Motte 
sent  me  out  to  assemble  his  Mackerel  men. 
Among  these  was  the  father  of  one  of  my  town 
play-fellows,  by  name  Hookham,  a  sea-faring 


man,  who  had  met  with  an  accident  at  his  busi- 
ness— strained  his  back — and  was  incapable  of 
work  for  a  time.  Hookham  was  an  improvi- 
dent man  :  the  rent  got  into  arrears.  My  grand- 
father was  his  landlord,  and,  I  fear  me,  not  the 
most  humane  creditor  in  the  world.  Now,  when 
I  returned  home  after  my  famous  visit  to  Lon- 
don, my  patron.  Sir  Peter  Denis,  gave  me  two 
guineas,  and  my  lady  made  me  a  present  of  an- 
other. No  doubt  I  should  have  spent  this  mon- 
ey had  I  received  it  sooner  in  London ;  but  in 
our  little  town  of  Winchelsea  there  was  nothing 
to  tempt  me  in  the  shops,  except  a  fowling-piece 
at  the  pawnbroker's,  for  which  I  had  a  great 
longing.  But  Mr.  Triboulet  wanted  four  guin- 
eas for  the  gun,  and  I  had  but  three,  and  would 
not  go  into  debt.  He  would  have  given  me  the 
piece  on  credit,  and  frequently  tempted  me  with 
it,  but  I  resisted  manfully,  though  I  could  not 
help  hankering  about  the  shop,  and  going  again 
and  again  to  look  at  the  beautiful  gun.  The 
stock  fitted  my  shoulder  to  a  nicety.  It  was  of 
the  most  beautiful  workmanship.  "Why  not 
take  it  now.  Master  Duval  ?"  Monsieur  Tribou- 
let said  to  me;  "and  pay  me  the  remaining 
guinea  when  you  please.  Ever  so  many  gen- 
tlemen have  been  to  look  at  it ;  and  I  should  be 
sorry  now,  indeed  I  should,  to  see  such  a  beau- 
ty go  out  of  the  town."  As  I  was  talking  to 
Triboulet  (it  may  have  been  for  the  tenth  time), 
some  one  came  in  with  a  telescope  to  pawn,  and 
went  away  with  fifteen  shillings.  "  Don't  you 
know  who  that  is?"  says  Triboulet  (who  was  a 
chatter-box  of  a  man).  "That  is  John  Hook- 
ham's  wife.  It  is  but  hard  times  with  them  since 
John's  accident.  I  have  more  of  their  goods  here, 
and,  ent)-e  nous,  John  has  a  hard  landlord,  and 
quarter-day  is  just  at  hand."  I  knew  well  enough 
that  John's  landlord  was  hard,  as  he  was  my  own 
grandfather.  "  If  I  take  my  three  pieces  to 
Hookham,"  thought  I,  "he  may  find  the  rest 
of  the  rent ;"  and  so  he  did  ;  and  my  three  guin- 
eas went  into  my  grandfather's  pocket  out  of 
mine  ;  and  I  suppose  some  one  else  bought  the 
fowling-piece  for  which  I  had  so  longed. 

"  What,  it  is  t/ou  who  have  given  me  this  mon- 
ey, Master  Denis  ?"  says  poor  Hookham,  who  was 
sitting  in  his  cliair,  groaning  and  haggard  with 
his  illness.  "  I  can't  take  it — I  ought  not  to 
take  it." 

"  Nay,"  said  I ;  "I  should  only  have  bought 
a  toy  with  it,  and  if  it  comes  to  help  you  in  dis- 
tress I  can  do  without  my  plaything." 

There  was  quite  a  chorus  of  benedictions  from 
the  poor  family  in  consequence  of  this  act  of  good 
nature ;  and  I  dare  say  I  went  away  from  Hook- 
ham's  mightily  pleased  with  myself  and  my  own 
virtue. 

It  appears  I  had  not  been  gone  long  when  IMr. 
Joe  Weston  came  in  to  see  the  man,  and  when 
he  heard  that  I  had  relieved  him,  broke  out  into 
a  flood  of  abuse  against  me,  cursed  me  for  a 
scoundrel  and  impertinent  jackanapes,  who  was 
always  giving  myself  the  airs  of  a  gentleman, 
and  flew  out  of  the  house  in  a  passion.  Mother 
heard  of  the  transaction,  too,  and  pinched  my 
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ear  with  a  grim  satisfaction.  Grandfather  said 
iiothin}:,  but  pocketed  my  three  guineas  when 
Mrs.  Hookham  brought  them ;  and,  though  I 
did  not  brag  about  the  matter  much,  every  thing 
is  known  in  a  small  town,  and  I  got  a  great  deal 
of  credit  for  a  very  ordinary  good  action. 

And  now,  strangely  enough,  Hookham's  boy 
confirmed  to  me  what  the  Slindon  priests  had 
hinted  to  good  Dr.  I^arnard.  "Swear,"  says 
Tom  (with  that  wonderful  energy  we  used  to 
have  as  boys) — "swear,  Denis,  'So  help  you, 
strike  you  down  dead!'  you  never  will  tell!" 

"So  hel])  me,  strike  me  down  dead!"  said  I. 

"  Well,  then,  those — you  know  who — the  gen- 
tlemen— want  to  do  you  some  mischief." 

"What  mischief  can  they  do  to  an  honest 
"boy?"  I  asked. 

"Oh,  you  don't  know  what  they  are!"  says 
Tom.  "If  they  mean  a  man  harm,  harm  will 
happen  to  him.  Father  says  no  man  ever  comes 
to  good  who  stands  in  Mr.  Joe's  way.  Where's 
John  Wheeler,  of  Rye,  who  had  a  quarrel  with 
Mr.  Joe  ?  He's  in  jail.  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Pluy- 
den,  had  words  with  him  at  Hastings  market: 
and  Barnes's  ricks  were  burnt  down  before  six 
months  were  over.  How  was  Thomas  Berry 
taken,  after  deserting  from  the  man-of-war? 
He  is  an  awful  man,  Mr.  Joe  Weston  is.  Don't 
get  into  his  way.  Father  says  so.  But  you  are 
not  to  tell — no,  never,  that  he  spoke  about  it. 
Don't  go  alone  to  Rye  of  nights,  father  says. 
Don't  go  on  any — and  you  know  what  not — any 
fishing  business,  except  with  those  you  know." 
And  so  Tom  leaves  me  with  a  finger  to  his  lips 
and  terror  in  his  face. 

As  for  the  Jishing,  though  I  loved  a  sail  dear- 
ly, my  mind  was  made  up  by  good  Dr.  Barnard's 
advice  to  me.  I  would  have  no  more  night- 
fishing  such  as  I  had  seen  sometimes  as  a  boy ; 
and  when  Rudge's  apprentice  one  night  invited 
me,  and  called  me  a  coward  for  refusing  to  go, 
I  showed  him  I  Avas  no  coward  as  far  as  fisticuflfs 
went,  and  stood  out  a  battle  with  him,  in  which 
I  do  believe  I  should  have  proved  conqueror, 
though  the  fellow  was  four  years  my  senior,  had 
not  his  ally,  Miss  Sukey  Rudge,  joined  him  in 
the  midst  of  our  fight,  and  knocked  me  down 
with  the  kitchen  bellows,  Avhen  they  both  be- 
labored me,  as  I  lay  kicking  on  the- ground. 
Mr.  Elder  Rudge  came  in  at  the  close  of  this 
dreadful  combat,  and  his  abandoned  hussy  of  a 
daughter  had  the  impudence  to  declare  that  the 
quarrel  arose  because  I  was  rude  to  her — I,  an 
innocent  boy,  who  would  as  soon  have  made 
love  to  a  negress  as  to  that  hideous,  pock- 
marked, squinting,  crooked,  tipsy  Sukey  Rudge. 
I  fall  in  love  with  Miss  Squintum,  indeed  1  I 
knew  a  pair  of  eyes  at  home  so  bright,  innocent, 
and  ])ure,  that  I  should  have  been  ashamed  to 
look  in  them  had  I  been  guilty  of  such  a  rascally 
treason.  My  little  maid  of  Winchelsea  heard 
of  tliis  battle,  as  she  was  daily  hearing  slanders 
against  me  from  those  vorthy  Mr.  Westons ;  but 
she  broke  into  a  rage  at  the  accusation,  and  said 
to  the  assembled  gentlemen  (as  she  told  my 
good  mother  in  after-days),    "Denis  Duval  is 


not  wicked.  He  is  brave  and  he  is  good.  And 
it  is  not  true,  the  story  you  tell  against  him. 
It  is  a  lie!" 

And  now,  once  more  it  happened  that  my  lit- 
tle ])istol  helped  to  confound  my  enemies,  and 
was  to  me,  indeed,  a.  rjude  Wehr  und  Wciffen.  J 
was  forever  popping  at  marks  Avitli  this  little 
piece  of  artillery.  I  polished,  oiled,  and  covered 
it  with  the  utmost  care,  and  kept  it  in  my  little 
room  in  a  box  of  which  I  had  the  key.  One 
day,  by  a  most  fortunate  chance,  I  took  my 
school-fellow,  Tom  Parrot,  who  became  a  great 
crony  of  mine,  into  the  room.  We  went  up 
stairs,  by  the  private  door  of  Rudge's  house,  and 
not  through  the  shop,  where  Mademoiselle  Figs 
and  Monsieur  the  apprentice  were  serving  their 
customers ;  and  arrived  in  my  room,  we  boys 
opened  my  box,  examined  the  precious  pistol, 
screw,  barrel,  flints,  powder-horn,  etc.,  locked 
the  box,  and  went  away  to  school,  promising 
ourselves  a  good  afternoon's  sport  on  that  half- 
holiday.  Lessons  over,  I  returned  home  to 
dinner,  to  find  black  looks  from  all  the  inmates 
of  the  house  Avhere  I  lived,  from  the  grocer,  his 
daughter,  his  apprentice;  and  even  the  little  er- 
rand-boy who  blacked  the  boots  and  swept  the 
shop  stared  at  me  impertinently,  and  said,  "  Oh, 
Denis,  ain't  you  going  to  catch  it!" 

"What  is  the  matter?"  I  asked,  very  haught- 
ily. 

"Oh,  my  lord!  We'll  soon  show  your  lord- 
ship what  is  the  matter."  (This  was  a  silly 
nickname  I  had  in  the  town  and  at  school,  where, 
I  believe,  I  gave  myself  not  a  few  airs  since  I 
had  worn  my  fine  new  clothes,  and  paid  my  visit 
to  London.)  "  This  accounts  for  his  laced  waist- 
coat, and  his  guineas  which  he  flings  about. 
Does  your  lordship  know  these  here  shillings  and 
this  half-crown  ?  Look  at  them,  Mr.  Beales ! 
See  the  marks  on  them  which  I  scratched  with 
my  own  hand  before  I  put  them  into  the  till 
from  which  my  lord  took  'em." 

Shillings — till  ?  What  did  they  mean  ?  "  How 
dare  you  ask,  you  little  hypocrite  !"  screams  out 
Miss  Rudge.  "I  marked  them  shillings  and 
that  half-crown  with  my  own  needle,  I  did  ;  and 
of  tliat  I  can  take  my  Bible  oath." 

"  Well,  and  what  then  ?"  I  asked,  remember- 
ing how  this  young  woman  had  n^t  scrupled  to 
bear  false  witness  in  another  charge  against 
me. 

"What  then?  They  were  in  the  till  this 
morning,  young  fellow ;  and  you  know  well 
enough  where  they  were  found  afterward,"  says 
Mr.  Beales.  "  Come,  come.  This  is  a  bad 
job.     This  is  a  sessions  job,  my  lad." 

"But  where  were  they  found?"  again  I 
asked. 

"  We'll  tell  you  that  before  Squire  Boroughs 
and  the  magistrates,  you  young  vagabond  !" 

"You  little  viper,  that  have  turned  and  stung 
me!" 

"You  precious  young  scoundrel!" 

"You  wicked,  little,  story-telling,  good-for- 
nothing  little  thief!"  cry  Rudge,  the  apprentice, 
and  Miss  Rudge  in  a  breath.     And  I  stood  be- 
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wildered  by  their  outcry,  and,  indeed,  not  quite 
comprehending  the  charge  which  they  made 
against  me. 

"  The  magistrates  are  sitting  at  Town  Hall 
now.  We  will  take  the  little  villain  there  at 
once,"  says  the  grocer.  "You  bring  the  box 
along  with  you,  constable.  Lord  !  Lord !  what 
will  his  poor  grandfather  say?"  And,  wonder- 
ing still  at  the  charge  made  against  me,  I  was 
made  to  walk  through  the  streets  to  the  Town 
Hall,  passing  on  the  way  by  at  least  a  score  of 
our  boys,  who  were  enjoying  their  half-holiday. 
It  was  market-day,  too,  and  the  town  full,     it 


is  forty  years  ago,  but  I  dream  about  that  dread- 
ful day  still;  and,  an  old  gentleman  of  sixty, 
fancy  myself  walking  through  Rye  market,  with 
Mr.  Bealcs's  fist  clutching  my  collar ! 

A  number  of  our  boys  joined  this  dismal  pro- 
cession, and  accompanied  me  into  the  magis- 
trates' room.  "Denis  Duval  up  for  stealing 
money!"  cries  one.  "This  accounts  for  his 
fine  clothes, "  sneers  another.  "  He'll  be  hung," 
says  a  third.  The  market  people  stare,  and 
crowd  round,  and  jeer.  I  feel  as  if  in  a  horrible 
nightmare.  We  pass  under  the  pillars  of  the 
Market  House,  up  the  steps,  to  the  Town  Hall, 


220 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


where  the  magistrates  Avere,  who  chose  market- 
day  for  their  sittings. 

How  my  lieart  throbbed,  as  I  saw  my  dear 
Dr.  Barnard  seated  among  them  ! 

"Oh,  doctor!"  cries  poor  Denis,  clasping  his 
hands,  ^^ you  don't  believe  me  guilty?" 

"  Guilty  of  what?"  cries  the  doctor,  from  the 
raised  table  round  which  the  gentlemen  sate. 

"Guilty  of  stealing," 

"Guilty  of  robbing  my  till." 

"Guilty  of  taking  two  half-crowns,  three 
shillings,  and  twopence  in  copper,  all  marked," 
shriek  out  Rudge,  the  apprentice,  and  Miss 
Rudge,  in  a  breath. 

"Denis  Duval  steal  sixpences!"  cries  the 
doctor;  "  I  would  as  soon  believe  he  stole  the 
dragon  off  the  church-steeple  !" 

"Silence,  you  boys!  Silence  in  the  court, 
there ;  or  flog  'em  and  turn  'em  all  out ! "  says 
the  magistrates'  clerk.  Some  of  our  boys — 
friends  of  mine — who  had  crowded  into  the  place, 
were  hurrahing  at  my  kind  Doctor  Barnard's 
speech. 

"  It  is  a  most  serious  charge,"  says  the  clerk. 

"  But  what  is  the  charge,  my  good  Mr.  Hick- 
son  ?  You  might  as  well  put  me  into  the  dock 
as  that — " 

"Pray,  Sir,  will  you  allow  the  business  of 
the  court  to  go  on?"  asks  the  clerk,  testily. 
"Make  your  statement,  Mr.  Rudge,  and  don't 
be  afraid  of  any  body.  You  are  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  court,  Sir." 

And  now  for  the  first  time  I  heard  the  partic- 
ulars of  the  chargfe  made  against  me.  Rudge, 
and  his  daughter  after  him,  stated  (on  oath,  I 
am  shocked  to  say)  that  for  some  time  past  they 
had  missed  mohey  from  the  till ;  small  suras  of 
money,  in  shillings  and  half-crowns,  they  could 
not  say  how  much.  It  might  be  two  pounds, 
three  pounds,  in  all ;  but  the  money  was  con- 
stantly going.  At  last,  Miss  Rudge  said,  she 
was  determined  to  mark  some  money,  and  did 
so ;  and  that  money  was  found  in  that  box  which 
belonged  to  Denis  Duval,  and  which  the  consta- 
ble brought  into  court. 

"Oh,  gentlemen!"  I  cried  out,  in  an  agony, 
"  it's  a  Avicked,  wicked  lie,  and  it's  not  the  first 
she  has  told  about  me.  A  week  ago  she  said  I 
wanted  to  kiss  her,  and  she  and  Bevil  both  set 
on  me ;  and  I  never  wanted  to  kiss  the  nasty 
thing,  so  help  me — " 

"You  did,  you  lying,  wicked  boy!"  cries 
ISIiss  Sukey.  "  And  Edward  Bevil  came  to  my 
rescue ;  and  you  struck  me,  like  a  low,  mean 
coward ;  and  we  beat  him  well,  and  served  him 
right,  the  little  abandoned  boy." 

"And  he  kicked  one  of  my  teeth  out — you 
did,  you  little  villain  !"  roars  Bevil,  whose  jaw 
had  indeed  suffered  in  that  scuffle  in  the  kitch- 
en, when  his  precious  sweet-heart  came  to  his 
aid  with  the  bellows. 

"He  called  me  a  coward,  and  I  fought  him 
fair,  though  he  is  ever  so  much  older  than  me," 
whimpers  out  the  prisoner.  "  And  Sukey  Rudge 
set  upon  me,  and  beat  me  too ;  and  if  I  kicked 
him,  Jic  kicked  me." 


"And  since  this  kicking  match  they  have 
found  out  that  you  stole  their  money,  have 
they?"  says  the  doctor,  and  turns  round,  ap- 
pealing to  his  brother  magistrates. 

"Miss  Rudge,  please  to  tell  the  rest  of  your 
story,"  calls  out  the  justices'  clerk. 

The  rest  of  the  Rudges'  story  was,  that,  hav- 
ing their  suspicions  roused  against  me,  they  de- 
termined to  examine  my  cu])boards  and  boxes 
in  my  absence,  to  see  whether  the  stolen  objects 
were  to  be  found,  and  in  my  box  they  discovered 
the  two  marked  half-crowns,  the  three  marked 
shillings,  a  brass-barreled  pistol,  which  were  now 
in  court.  "]\Ie  and  Mr.  Bevil,  the  apprentice, 
found  the  money  in  the  box ;  and  we  called  my 
papa  from  the  shop,  and  we  fetched  Mr.  Beales, 
the  constable,  who  lives  over  the  way ;  and 
when  that  little  monster  came  back  froip  school 
we  seized  upon  him,  and  brought  him  before 
your  worships,  and  hanging  is  what  I  said  he 
would  always  come  to,"  shrieks  my  enemy,  Miss 
Rudge. 

"Why,  I  have  the  key  of  that  box  in  my 
pocket  now  !"  I  cried  out. 

"We  had  means  of  opening  of  it,"  says  Miss 
Rudge,  looking  very  red. 

"Oh,  if  you  have  another  key — "  interposes 
the  doctor. 

"  We  broke  it  open  with  the  tongs  and  pok- 
er," says  Miss  Rudge,  "  me  and  Edward  did — I 
mean  Mr.  Bevil,  the  apprentice." 

"When?"  said  I,  in  a  great  tremor. 

"When?  When  you  was  at  school,  you  lit- 
tle miscreant !  Half  an  hour  before  you  came 
back  to  dinner." 

"  Tom  Parrot,  Tom  Parrot ! "  I  cried.  "  Call 
Tom  Parrot,  gentlemen.  Eor  goodness-sake 
call  Tom!"  I  said,  my  heart  beating  so  that  I 
could  hardly  speak. 

"Here  I  am,  Denny!"  pipes  Tom  in  the 
crowd  ;  and  presently  he  comes  up  to  their  hon- 
ors on  the  bench. 

"  Speak  to  Tom,  Doctor,  dear  Doctor  Bar- 
nard !"  I  continued.  "Tom,  when  did  I  show 
you  my  pistol  ?" 

"Just  before  ten  o'clock  school." 

"What  did  I  do?" 

"You  unlocked  your  box,  took  the  pistol  out 
of  a  handkerchief,  showed  it  to  me,  and  two 
flints,  a  powder-horn,  a  bullet-mould  and  some 
bullets,  and  put  them  back  again,  and  locked 
the  box." 

"  Was  there  any  money  in  the  box?" 

"There  was  nothing  in  the  box  but  the  pis- 
tol and  the  bullets  and  things.  I  looked  into 
it.     It  was  as  empty  as  my  hand." 

"And  Denis  Duval  has  been  sitting  by  you 
in  school  ever  since?" 

"Ever  since — except  when  I  was  called  up 
and  caned  for  my  Corderius,"  says  Tom,  with 
a  roguish  look ;  and  there  was  a  great  laughter 
and  shout  of  applause  from  our  boys  of  Pocock's 
when  this  testimony  was  given  in  their  school- 
fellow's favor. 

^ly  kind  doctor  held  his  hand  over  the  railing 
to  me,  and  when  I  took  it  my  heart  was  so  full 
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that  my  eyes  overflowed.  I  thought  of  little 
Agnes.  What  would  she  have  felt  if  her  Denis 
had  been  committed  as  a  thief?  I  had  such  a 
rapture  of  thanks  and  gratitude  that  I  think  the 
pleasure  of  the  acquittal  was  more  than  equiv- 
alent to  the  anguish  of  the  accusation.  What 
a  shout  all  Pocock's  boys  set  up  as  I  went  out  of 
the  justice-room !  We  trooped  joyfully  down 
the  stairs,  and  there  were  fresh  shouts  and  huz- 
zahs  as  we  got  down  to  the  market.  I  saw  Mr. 
Joe  Weston  buying  corn  at  a  stall.  He  only 
looked  at  me  once.  His  grinding  teeth  and  his 
clenched  riding-whip  did  not  frighten  me  in  the 
least  now. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE    LAST   OF   3IY    SCHOOL-DATS. 

As  our  joyful  procession  of  boys  passed  by 
Partlett's,  the  pastry-cook's,  one  of  the  boys — 
Samuel  Arbin — I  remember  the  fellow  well — a 
greedy  boy,  with  a  large  beard  and  whiskers, 
though  only  fifteen  years  old — insisted  that  I 
ought  to  stand  treat,  in  consequence  of  my  vic- 
tory over  my  enemies.  As  far  as  a  groat  went, 
I  said  I  was  ready :  for  that  was  all  tlie  money 
I  had. 

"Oh  you  story-teller!"  cries  tlie  other. 
*'  What  have  you  done  with  your  three  guineas 
which  you  were  bragging  about  and  showing  to 
the  boys  at  school  ?  I  suppose  they  were  in  the 
box  when  it  was  broken  open."  This  Samuel 
Arbin  was  one  of  the  boys  who  had  jeered  when 
I  was  taken  in  charge  by  the  constable,  and 
would  have  liked  me  to  be  guilty,  I  almost 
think.  I  am  afraid  I  had  bragged  about  my 
money  when  I  possessed  it,  and  may  have  shown 
my  shining  gold  pieces  to  some  of  the  boys  in 
school. 

"I  know  Avhat  he  has  done  with  his  money !" 
broke  in  my  steadfast  crony  Tom  Parrot.  "  He 
has  given  away  every  shilling  of  it  to  a  poor 
family  who  wanted  it,  and  nobody  ever  knew 
you  give  away  a  shilling,  Samuel  Arbin,"  he 
says. 

"Unless  he  could  get  eighteenpence  by  it!" 
sang  out  another  little  voice. 

"Tom  Parrot,  I'll  break  every  bone  in  your 
body,  as  sure  as  my  name  is  Arbin !"  cried  the 
other,  in  a  fury. 

"Sam  Arbin,"  said  I,  "after  you  have  fin- 
ished Tom,  you  must  try  me;  or  Ave'll  do  it 
now,  if  you  like."  To  say  the  truth,  I  had 
long  had  an  inclination  to  try  my  hand  against 
Arbin.  He  Avas  an  ill  friend  to  mc,  and  among 
the  younger  boys  a  bully  and  a  usurer  to  boot. 
The  rest  called  out,  "A  ring!  a  ring!  Let  us 
go  on  the  green  and  have  it  out !"  being  in  their 
innocent  years  always  ready  far  a  fight. 

But  this  one  was  never  to  come  off:  and  (ex- 
cept in  later  days,  when  I  went  to  revisit  the 
old  place  and  ask  for  a  half-holiday  for  my 
young  successors  at  Pocock's)  I  was  never  again 
to  see  the  ancient  school-room.  While  we  boys 
were  brawling  in  the  market-place  before  the 
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pastry-cook's  door,  Dr.  Barnard  came  up,  and 
our  quarrel  was  hushed  in  a  moment. 

"What!  fighting  and  quarreling  already?" 
says  the  doctor,  sternly. 

"It  wasn't  Denny's  fault.  Sir!"  cried  out 
several  of  the  boys.  "It  was  Arbin  began." 
And,  indeed,  I  can  say  for  myself  that  in  all 
the  quarrels  I  have  had  in  life,  and  they  have 
not  been  few,  I  consider  I  always  have  been  in 
the  right. 

"Come  along  with  me,  Denny,"  says  the 
doctor,  taking  me  by  the  shoulder:  and  he  led 
me  away  and  we  took  a  walk  in  the  town  to- 
gether: and  as  we  passed  old  Ypres  Tower, 
which  was  built  by  King  Stephen,  they  say,  and 
was  a  fort  in  old  days,  but  is  used  as  the  town 
prison  now,  "  Suppose  you  had  been  looking 
from  behind  those  bars  now,  Denny,  and  await- 
ing your  trial  at  assizes?  Yours  would  not 
have  been  a  pleasant  plight,"  Dr.  Barnard  said. 

"But  I  was  innocent,  Sir!  You  know  I 
was !" 

"Yes.  Praise  be  where  praise  is  due.  But 
if  you  had  not  providentially  been  able  to  prove 
your  innocence — if  you  and  your  friend  Parrot 
had  not  happened  to  inspect  your  box,  you  Avould 
have  been  in  yonder  place.  Ha!  there  is  the 
bell  ringing  for  afternoon  service,  which  my  good 
friend.  Dr.  Wing,  keeps  up.  What  say  you  ? 
Shall  we  go  and — and — offer  up  our  thanks, 
Denny — for  the — the  immense  peril  from  which 
— you  have  been — delivered  ?" 

I  remembered  how  my  dear  friend's  voice 
trembled  as  he  spoke,  and  two  or  three  drops 
fell  from  his  kind  eyes  on  my  hand,  which  he 
held.  I  followed  him  into  the  church.  Indeed 
and  indeed  I  was  thankful  for  my  deliverance 
from  a  great  danger,  and  even  more  thankful  to 
have  the  regard  of  the  true  gentleman,  the  wise 
and  tender  friend,  who  was  there  to  guide,  and 
cheer,  and  help  me. 

As  we  read  the  last  psalm  appointed  for  that 
evening  service,  I  remember  how  the  good  man, 
bowing  his  own  head,  put  his  hand  upon  mine ; 
and  we  recited  together  the  psalm  of  thanks  to 
the  Highest  who  had  had  respect  unto  the  low- 
ly, and  who  had  stretched  forth  His  hand  upon 
the  furiousness  of  my  enemies,  and  whose  right 
hand  had  saved  me. 

Dr.  Wing  recognized  and  greeted  his  com- 
rade when  seiwice  was  over ;  and  the  one  doctor 
presented  me  to  the  other,  who  had  been  one  of 
the  magistrates  on  the  bench  at  the  time  of  my 
trial.  Dr.  Wing  asked  us  into  his  house,  where 
dinner  was  served  at  four  o'clock,  and  of  course 
the  transactions  of  the  morning  were  again  dis- 
cussed. What  could  be  the  reason  of  the  per- 
secution against  me?  Who  instigated  it? 
There  were  matters  connected  with  this  story 
regarding  which  I  could  not  speak.  Sliould  I 
do  so,  I  must  betray  secrets  which  were  not 
mine,  and  which  implicated  I  knew  not  whom, 
and  regarding  which  I  must  hold  my  peace. 
Now,  they  are  secrets  no  more.  That  old  socie- 
ty of  smugglers  is  dissolved  long  ago :  nay,  I 
shall  have  to  tell  presently  how  I  helped  myself 
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to  break  it  up.  Grandfather,  liudge,  the  cheva- 
lier, the  gentlemen  of  the  Priory,  were  all  con- 
nected in  that  great  smuggling  society  of  wliich 
I  have  sj)okcn  ;  which  had  its  depots  all  along 
the  coast  and  inland,  and  its  correspondents 
from  Dunkirk  to  Havre  de  Grace.  I  have  said 
as  a  boy  how  I  had  been  on  some  of  these  "fish- 
ing" expeditions ;  and  how,  mainly  by  the  effect 
of  my  dear  doctor's  advice,  I  had  withdrawn 
from  all  participation  in  this  lawless  and  wicked 
life.  When  Bevil  called  me  coward  for  refus- 
ing to  take  a  share  in  a  night-cruise,  a  quarrel 
ensued  between  us,  ending  in  that  battle  royal 
which  left  us  all  sprawling,  and  cuffing  and 
kicking  each  other  on  the  kitchen  floor.  Was 
it  rage  at  the  injury  to  her  sweet-heart's  teeth, 
or  hatred  against  myself,  which  induced  my 
sweet  Miss  Sukey  to  propagate  calumnies  against 
me?  The  provocation  I  had  given  certainly 
did  not  seem  to  warrant  such  a  deadly  enmity 
as  a  prosecution  and  a  perjury  showed  must  ex- 
ist. Howbeit,  here  was  a  reason  for  the  anger 
of  the  grocer's  daughter  and  apprentice.  They 
would  injure  me  in  any  way  they  could ;  and 
(as  in  the  before-mentioned  case  of  the  bellows) 
take  the  first  weapon  at  hand  to  overthrow  me. 

As  magistrates  of  the  county,  and  knowing  a 
great  deal  of  what  was  lia])pening  round  about 
them,  and  the  character  of  their  parishioners 
and  neighbors,  the  two  gentlemen  could  not, 
then,  press  me  too  closely.  Smuggled  silk  and 
lace,  rum  and  brandy  ?  Who  had  not  these  in 
his  possession  along  the  Sussex  and  Kent  coast? 

"And,  Wing,  will  you  promise  me  there  are 
no  ribbons  in  your  house  but  such  as  have  paid 
duty  ?"  asks  one  doctor  of  the  other. 

"My  good  friend,  it  is  lucky  my  wife  has 
gone  to  her  tea-table,"  replies  Dr.  Wing,  "or  I 
would  not  answer  for  the  peace  being  kept." 

"My  dear  Wing,"  continues  Dr.  Barnard, 
"  this  brandy-punch  is  excellent,  and  is  worthy 
of  being  smuggled.  To  run  an  anker  of  brandy 
seems  no  monstrous  crime ;  but  when  men  en- 
gage in  these  lawless  ventures  at  all,  who  knows 
how  far  the  evil  will  go?  I  buy  ten  kegs  of 
brandy  from  a  Erench  fishing-boat,  I  land  it 
under  a  lie  on  the  coast,  I  send  it  inland  ever 
so  far,  be  it  from  here  to  York,  and  all  my  con- 
signees lie  and  swindle,  I  land  it,  and  lie  to 
the  revenue  officer.  Under  a  lie  (that  is  a  mu- 
tual secrecy)  I  sell  it  to  the  landlord  of  the 
'Beir  at  Maidstone,  say — where  a  good  friend 
of  ours,  Denny,  looked  at  liis  pistols.  You  re- 
member the  day  when  his  brother  received  the 
charge  of  shot  in  his  face  ?  My  landlord  sells 
it  to  a  customer  under  a  lie.  We  arc  all  en- 
gaged in  crime,  conspiracy,  and  falsehood  ;  nay, 
if  the  revenue  looks  too  closely  after  us,  we  out 
with  our  pistols,  and  to  crime  and  conspiracy 
add  murder.  Do  you  suppose  men  engaged  in 
lying  every  day  will  scruple  about  a  false  oath 
in  a  witness-box?  Crime  engenders  crime,  Sir. 
Round  about  us.  Wing,  I  know  there  exists  a 
vast  confederacy  of  fraud,  greed,  and  rebellion, 
I  name  no  names.  Sir.  I  fear  men  high  i)laccd 
in  the  world's  esteem,  and  largely  endowed  with 


its  riches  too,  are  concerned  in  the  pursuit  of 
this  godless  traffic  of  smuggling,  and  to  what 
does  it  not  lead  them  ?  To  falsehood,  to  wicked- 
ness, to  murder,  to — " 

"Tea,  Sir,  if  you  please,  Sir,"sa3-s  John,  en- 
tering. "  My  mistress  and  the  young  ladies 
are  waiting." 

The  ladies  had  previously  heard  the  story  of 
poor  Denis  Duval's  persecution  a!id  innocence, 
and  had  shown  him  great  kindness.  By  the 
time  when  we  joined  them  after  dinner,  they 
had  had  time  to  perform  a  new  toilet,  being  en- 
gaged to  cards  with  some  neighbors,  I  knew 
Mrs.  Wing  was  a  customer  to  my  mother  for 
some  of  her  French  goods,  and  she  would  scarce- 
ly, on  an  ordinary  occasion,  have  admitted  such 
a  lowly  guest  to  her  table  as  the  humble  dress- 
maker's boy  j  but  she  and  the  ladies  were  very 
kind,  and  my  persecution  and  proved  innocence 
had  interested  them  in  my  fiivor. 

"You  have  had  a  long  sitting,  gentlemen," 
says  Mrs.  Wing;  "I  suppose  you  have  been 
deep  in  politics,  and  the  quarrel  with  France." 

"  We  have  been  speaking  of  France  and 
French  goods,  my  dear,"  said  Dr.  Wing,  dryly. 

"And  of  the  awful  crime  of  smuggling  and 
encouraging  smuggling,  my  dear  Mrs.  Wing!" 
cries  my  doctor. 

"Indeed,  Dr.  Barnard!"  Now,  Mrs.  Wing 
and  the  young  ladies  were  dressed  in  smart  new 
caps  and  ribbons,  which  my  poor  mother  su]>- 
plied  ;  and  tliey  turned  red,  and  I  turned  as  red 
as  the  cap-ribbons,  as  I  thought  how  my  good 
ladies  had  been  provided.  No  wonder  Mrs. 
Wing  Avas  desirous  to  change  the  subject  of 
conversation. 

"What  is  this  young  man  to  do  after  his  per- 
secution?" she  asked.  "He  can't  go  back  to 
Mr.  Kudge — that  horrid  Wesleyan  who  has  ac- 
cused him  of  stealing," 

No,  indeed,  I  could  not  go  back.  We  had 
not  thought  about  the  matter  until  then.  There 
had  been  a  hundred  things  to  agitate  and  inter- 
est me  in  the  half-dozen  hours  since  my  a])pre- 
hension  and  dismissal. 

The  doctor  would  take  me  to  Winchelsea  in 
his  chaise.  I  could  not  go  back  to  my  persecu- 
tors, that  w^Ts  clear,  except  to  reclaim  my  little 
])roperty  and  my  poor  little  boxes,  which  they 
had  found  means  to  open.  Mrs.  Wing  gave  me 
a  hand,  the  young  ladies  a  stately  courtesy,  and 
my  good  Dr.  Barnard  putting  a  hand  under  the 
arm  of  the  barber's  grandson,  we  quilted  these 
kind  people.  I  was  not  on  the  quarter-deck  as 
yet,  you  see.  I  was  but  an  humble  lad  belong- 
ing to  ordinary  tradesmen. 

By-the-way,  I  had  forgotten  to  say  that  the 
two  clergymen,  during  their  after-dinner  talk, 
had  emjjloyed  a  part  of  it  in  examining  me  as 
to  my  little  store  of  learning  at  school,  and  ray 
future  prospects.  Of  Latin  I  had  a  smattering ; 
French,  owing  to  my  birth,  and  mainly  to  M. 
de  la  Motte's  instruction  and  conversation,  I 
could  speak  better  than  either  of  my  two  ex- 
aminers, and  with  quite  the  good  manner  and 
conversation.     I   was   well   advanced,   too,   in 
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arithmetic  and  geometry  :  and  Dampicr's  Voy- 
ages were  as  much  my  delight  as  those  of  Sin- 
bad  or  my  friends  Robinson  Crusoe  and  Man 
Friday.  I  could  pass  a  good  examination  in 
naAagation  and  seamanship,  and  could  give  an 
account  of  the  different  sailings,  working-tides, 
double  altitudes,  and  so  forth. 

"And  you  can  manage  a  boat  at  sea  too?" 
says  Dr.  Barnard,  dryly.  I  blushed,  I  suppose. 
I  could  do  that,  and  could  steer,  reef,  and  pull 
an  oar.     At  least  I  could  do  so  two  years  ago. 

"Denny,  my  boy,"  says  my  good  doctor,  "I 
think  'tis  time  for  thee  to  leave  this  school  at  any 
rate,  and  that  our  friend  Sir  Peter  must  provide 
for  thee." 

However  he  may  desire  to  improve  in  learn- 
ing, no  boy,  I  fancy,  is  very  sorry  when  a  pro- 
posal is  made  to  him  to  leave  school.  I  said 
that  I  should  be  too  glad  if  Sir  Peter,  my  pa- 
tron, would  provide  for  me.  With  the  education 
I  had  I  ought  to  get  on,  the  doctor  said,  and  my 
grandfather,  he  was  sure,  would  find  the  means 
for  allowing  me  to  appear  like  a  gentleman. 

To  fit  a  boy  for  appearance  on  the  quarter- 
deck, and  to  enable  him  to  rank  with  others,  I 
had  heard  would  cost  thirty  or  forty  pounds  a 
year  at  least.  I  asked,  did  Dr.  Barnard  think 
my  grandfather  could  afford  such  a  sum  ? 

"  I  know  not  your  grandfather's  means,"  Dr. 
Barnard  answered,  smiling.  ' '  He  keeps  his  own 
counsel.  But  I  am  very  much  mistaken,  Den- 
ny, if  he  can  not  aflbrd  to  make  you  a  better  al- 
lowance than  many  a  fine  gentleman  can  give 
his  son.  I  believe  him  to  be  rich.  Mind,  I 
have  no  precise  reason  for  my  belief ;  but  I  fancy. 
Master  Denis,  your  good  grandpapa's  j^Vh'??^  has 
been  very  profitable  to  him." 

How  rich  was  he?  I  began  to  think  of  the 
treasures  in  my  favorite  "Arabian  Nights."  Did 
Dr.  Barnard  think  my  grandfather  was  veiij 
rich?  Well — the  doctor  could  not  tell.  The 
notion  in  Winchelsea  was  that  old  Mr.  Denis 
was  very  well  to  do.  At  any  rate  I  must  go 
back  to  him.  It  was  impossible  that  I  should 
stay  with  the  Rudge  family  after  the  insulting 
treatment  I  had  had  from  them.  The  doctor 
said  he  would  take  me  home  with  him  in  his 
chaise,  if  I  would  pack  my  little  trunks ;  and 
with  this  talk  we  reached  Rudge's  shop,  which  I 
entered  not  without  a  beating  heart.  There  was 
Rudge  glaring  at  me  from  behind  his  desk, 
where  he  was  posting  his  books.  The  appren- 
tice looked  daggers  at  me  as  he  came  up  through 
a  trap-door  from  the  cellar  with  a  string  of  dip- 
candles  ;  and  my  charming  Miss  Susan  was  be- 
hind the  counter  tossing  uj)  her  ugly  head. 

"Ho!  he's  come  back,  have  he?"  says  Miss 
Rudge.  "As  all  the  cupboards  is  locked  in  the 
parlor,  you  can  go  in  and  get  your  tea  there, 
young  man." 

"lam  going  to  take  Denis  home,  Mr.  Rudge, " 
said  my  kind  doctor.  ' '  He  can  not  remain  with 
you  after  the  charge  which  you  made  against 
him  this  morning." 

"Of  having  our  marked  money  in  his  box? 
Do  you  go  for  to  dare  for  to  say  we  put  it  there?" 


cries  miss,  glaring  now  at  me,  now  at  Doctor 
Barnard.  "  Go  to  say  that.  Please  to  say  that 
once,  Dr.  Barnard,  before  Mrs.  Barker  and  Mrs. 
Scales"  (these  were  two  women  who  happened  to 
be  in  the  shop  purchasing  goods).  "Just  be 
so  good  for  to  say  before  these  ladies  that  we 
have  put  the  money  in  that  boy's  box,  and  we'll 
see  whether  there  is  not  justice  in  Hengland  for 
a  poor  girl  whom  you  insult,  because  you  are  a 
doctor  and  a  magistrate  indeed !  Eh,  if  I  was 
a  man,  I  wouldn't  let  some  people's  gowns,  and 
cassocks,  and  bands  remain  long  on  their  backs 
— that  I  wouldn't.  And  some  people  wouldn't 
see  a  woman  insulted  if  they  wasn't  cowards !" 

As  she  said  this,  Miss  Sukey  looked  at  the 
cellar-trap,  above  which  the  apprentice's  head 
had  appeared,  but  the  doctor  turned  also  toward 
it  with  a  glance  so  threatening,  that  Bcvil  let 
the  trap  fall  suddenly  down,  not  a  little  to  my 
doctor's  amusement. 

' '  Go  and  pack  thy  trunk,  Denny.  I  will  come 
back  for  thee  in  half  an  hour.  Mr.  Rudge  must 
see  that  after  being  so  insulted  as  you  have  been, 
you  never  as  a  gentleman  can  stay  in  his  house." 

"A  pretty  gentleman,  indeed!"  ejaculates 
Miss  Rudge.  "Pray,  how  long  since  was  bar- 
bers gentlemen,  I  should  like  to  know?  Mrs. 
Scales  mum,  Mrs.  Barker  mum — did  you  ever 
have  your  hair  dressed  by  a  gentleman  ?  If  you 
want  for  to  have  it,  you  must  go  to  Mounseer 
Duval,  at  Winchelsea,  which  one  of  the  name 
was  hung,  Mrs.  Barker  mum,  for  a  thief  and  a 
robber,  and  he  won't  be  the  last  neither ! " 

There  was  no  use  in  bandying  abuse  with  this 
woman.  "I  will  go  and  get  my  trunk,  and  be 
ready.  Sir,"  I  said  to  the  doctor;  but  his  back 
was  no  sooner  turned  than  the  raging  virago  op- 
posite me  burst  out  with  a  fury  of  words  that 
I  certainly  can't  remember  after  five-and-forty 
years.  I  fancy  I  see  now  the  little  green  eyes 
gleaming  hatred  at  me,  the  lean  arms  a-kimbo, 
the  feet  stamping  as  she  hisses  out  every  imag- 
inable imprecation  at  my  poor  head. 

"Will  no  man  help  me,  and  stand  by  and  see 
that  barber's  boy  insult  me?"  she  cried.  "  Bevil, 
I  say — Bevil !  'elp  me !" 

I  ran  iip  stairs  to  my  little  room,  and  was  not 
twenty  minutes  in  making  up  my  packages.  I 
had  passed  years  in  that  little  room,  and  some- 
how grieved  to  leaA'e  it.  The  odious  people  had 
injured  me,  and  yet  I  would  liave  liked  to  ])nrt 
friends  with  them.  I  had  passed  delightful 
nights  there  in  the  company  of  Robinson  Cru- 
soe, mariner,  and  Monsieur  Galland  and  his 
Contes  Arabcs,  and  Hector  of  Troy,  whose  ad- 
ventures and  lamentable  death  (out  of  Mr.  Pope) 
I  could  recite  by  heart ;  and  I  had  had  weary 
nights,  too,  with  my  school-books,  cramming 
that  crabbed  Latin  grammar  into  my  puzzled 
brain.  With  arithmetic,  logarithms,  and  math- 
ematics I  have  said  I  was  more  familiar.  I  took 
a  pretty  good  ))lace  in  our  school  with  them,  and 
ranked  before  many  boys  of  greater  age. 

And  now  my  boxes  being  packed  (my  little 
library  being  stowed  away  in  that  which  con- 
tained my  famous  pistol),  I  brought  them  down 
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stairs,  with  nobody  to  help  me,  and  had  them 
in  the  passage  ready  against  Dr.  Barnard's  ar- 
rivah  The  passage  is  behind  the  back-shop  at 
Rudge's — (dear  me !  how  well  I  remember  it !) 
— and  a  door  thence  leads  into  a  side-street. 
On  the  other  side  of  this  passage  is  the  kitchen, 
where  had  been  the  fight  which  has  been  de- 
scribed already,  and  where  we  commonly  took 
our  meals. 

I  declare  I  went  into  that  kitchen  disposed 
to  part  friends  with  all  these  people — to  forgive 
Miss  Sukey  her  lies,  and  Bevil  his  cuffs,  and 
all  the  past  quarrels  between  us.  Old  Rudge 
was  by  the  fire  having  his  supper ;  Miss  Sukey 
opposite  to  him.  Poulson,  as  yet,  was  minding 
the  shop. 

"I  have  come  to  shake  hands  before  going 
away,"  I  said. 

"You're  a-going,  are  you?  And  pray,  Sir, 
wherehever  are  you  a-going  of?"  says  Miss  Su- 
key, over  her  tea. 

"I  am  going  home  with  Dr.  Barnard.  I 
can't  stop  in  this  house  after  you  have  accused 
me  of  stealing  your  money." 

"  Stealing?  Wasn't  the  money  in  your  box, 
you  little  beastly  thief?" 

"Oh,  you  young  reprobate,  I  am  surprised 
the  bears  don't  come  in  and  eat  you,"  groans 
old  Rudge.  "  You  have  shortened  my  life  with 
your  wickedness,  that  you  have ;  and  if  you 
don't  bring  your  good  grandfather's  gray  hairs 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave  I  shall  be  surprised, 
that  I  shall.  You,  who  come  of  a  pious  family 
— I  tremble  when  I  think  of  you,  Denis  Duval ! " 

"  Tremble !  Faugh !  the  wicked  little  beast ! 
he  makes  me  sick,  he  do!"  cries  Miss  Sukey, 
with  looks  of  genuine  loathing. 

"Let  him  depart  from  among  us!"  cries 
Rudge. 

"Never  do  I  wish  to  see  his  ugly  face  again  I" 
exclaims  the  gentle  Susan. 

"I  am  going  as  soon  as  Dr.  Barnard's  chaise 
comes,"  I  said.  "  My  boxes  are  in  the  passage 
now,  ready  packed." 

"Ready  packed,  are  they?  Is  there  any 
more  of  our  money  in  them,  you  little  miscre- 
ant? Pa,  is  your  silver  tankard  in  the  cup- 
board, and  is  the  spoons  safe  ?" 

I  think  poor  Sukey  had  been  drinking  to  drive 
away  the  mortifications  of  the  morning  in  the 
court-house.  She  became  more  excited  and 
violent  with  every  word  she  spoke,  and  shrieked 
and  clenched  her  fists  at  me  like  a  mad  woman. 

"Susanna,  you  have  had  false  witness  bore 
against  you,  my  child  ;  and  you  are  not  the  first 
of  your  name.  But  be  calm,  be  calm^  it's  our 
duty  to  be  calm  !" 

"Eh!"  (here  she  gives  a  grunt)  "calm  with 
that  sneak — that  pig — that  liar — that  beast. 
Where's  Edward  Bevil?  Why  don't  he  come 
forward  like  a  man,  and  flog  the  young  scoun- 
drel's life  out?"  shrieks  Susanna.  "Oh,  with 
this  here  horsewhip,  how  I  would  like  to  give  it 
you ! "  (She  clutched  her  father's  whip  from  the 
dresser,  where  it  commonly  hung  on  two  hooks.) 
"  Oh,  you — you  villain !  you  have  got  your  pis- 


tol, have  you  ?  Shoot  me,  you  little  coward,  I 
ain't  afraid  of  you !  You  have  your  pistol  in 
your  box,  have  you  ?"  (I  uselessly  said  as  much 
in  reply  to  this  taunt.)  "Stop!  I  say.  Pa!  — 
that  young  thief  isn't  going  away  with  them 
boxes,  and  robbing  the  whole  house  as  he  may. 
Open  the  boxes  this  instant !  We'll  see  he's 
stole  nothing !     Open  them,  I  say  !" 

I  said  I  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  My 
blood  was  boiling  up  at  this  brutal  behavior; 
and  as  she  dashed  out  of  the  room  to  seize  one 
of  my  boxes  I  put  myself  before  her  and  sat 
down  on  it. 

This  was  assuredly  a  bad  position  to  take,  for 
the  furious  vixen  began  to  strike  me  and  lash  at 
my  face  with  the  riding-whip,  and  it  was  more 
than  I  could  do  to  wrench  it  from  her. 

Of  course,  at  this  act  of  defense  on  my  part. 
Miss  Sukey  yelled  for  help,  and  called  out,  "Ed- 
ward !  Ned  Bevil !  The  coward  is  a  striking 
me !  Help,  Ned!"  At  this  the  shop  door  flies 
open,  and  Sukey's  champion  is  about  to  rush  on 
me,  but  he  breaks  down  over  my  other  box  with 
a  crash  of  his  shins  and  frightful  execrations. 
His  nose  is  prone  on  the  pavement;  Miss  Sukey 
is  wildly  laying  about  her  with  her  horsewhip 
(and  I  think  Bevil's  jacket  came  in  for  most  of 
the  blows);  we  are  all  higgledy-piggkchj^  plung- 
ing and  scuflfling  in  the  dark — wlien  a  carriage 
drives  up,  which  I  had  not  heard  in  the  noise 
of  action,  and,  as  the  hall  door  opened,  I  was 
pleased  to  think  that  Dr.  Barnard  had  arrived, 
according  to  his  promise. 

It  was  not  the  doctor.  The  new-comer  wore 
a  gown,  but  not  a  cassock.  Soon  after  my  trial 
before  the  magistrates  was  over,  our  neighbor, 
John  Jephson,  of  Winchclsea,  mounted  his  cart 
and  rode  home  from  Rye  market.  He  straight- 
way went  to  our  house,  and  told  my  mother  of 
the  strange  scene  which  had  just  occurred,  and 
of  my  accusation  before  the  magistrates  and 
acquittal.  She  begged,  she  ordered  Jephson  to 
lend  her  his  cart.  She  seized  whip  and  reins ; 
she  drove  over  to  Rye ;  and  I  don't  envy  Jeph- 
son's  old  gray  mare  that  journey  with  such  a 
charioteer  behind  her.  The  door,  opening  from 
the  street,  flung  light  into  the  passage  ;  and  be- 
hold, we  three  warriors  were  sprawling  on  the 
floor  in  the  higgledy-piggledy  stage  of  the  battle 
as  my  mother  entered  ! 

What  a  scene  for  a  mother  with  a  strong  arm, 
a  warm  heart,  and  a  high  temper!  Madame 
Duval  rushed  instantly  at  Miss  Susan,  and  tore 
her  shrieking  from  my  body,  which  fair  Susan 
was  pommeling  with  the  whip.  A  part  of  Su- 
san's cap  and  tufts  of  her  red  hair  were  torn  off 
by  this  maternal  Amazon,  and  Susan  was  hurl- 
ed through  the  open  door  into  the  kitchen,  where 
she  fell  before  her  frightened  father  I  don't 
know  how  many  blows  my  parent  inflicted  upon 
this  creature.  Mother  might  have  slain  her, 
but  that  the  chaste  Susanna,  screaming  shrilly, 
rolled  under  the  deal  kitchen  table. 

Madame  Duval  had  wrenched  away  from  this 
young  person  the  horsewhip  with  which  Susan 
had  been  operating  upon  the  shoulders  of  her 
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onlr  son,  and  snatched  the  weapon  as  her  fallen 
foe  dropped.  And  now,  my  mamma,  seeing 
old  Mr.  Rudge  sitting  in  a  ghastly  state  of  terror 
in  the  corner,  rushed  at  the  grocer,  and  in  one 
minute,  with  butt  and  thong,  inflicted  a  score 
of  lashes  over  his  face,  nose,  and  eyes,  for  which 
any  body  who  chooses  may  pity  him.  "Ah, 
you  will  call  my  boy  a  thief,  will  you?  Ah, 
you  will  take  my  Denny  before  the  justices,  will 
you  ?  Trends  moi  9a,  gredin !  Attrape,  lache! 
Nimmt  noch  ein  paar  Schlage,  Spitzbube!"  cries 
out  mother,  in  that  polyglot  language  of  En- 
glish, French,  High-Dutch,  which  she  always 
used  when  excited.  My  good  mother  could 
shave  and  dress  gentlemen's  heads  as  well  as 
any  man  ;  and  faith  I  am  certain  that  no  man 
in  all  Europe  got  a  better  dressing  than  Mr. 
Rudge  on  that  evening. 

Bless  me !  I  have  written  near  a  page  to  de- 
scribe a  battle  which  could  not  have  lasted  five 
minutes.  Mother's  cart  was  drawn  up  at  the 
side-street  while  she  was  victoriously  engaged 
within.  Meanwhile,  Dr.  Barnard's  chaise  had 
come  to  the  front  door  of  the  shop,  and  he  strode 
through  it,  and  found  us  conquerors  in  posses- 
sion of  both  fields.  Since  my  last  battle  with 
Bevil,  we  both  knew  that  I  was  more  than  a 
match  for  him.  "  In  the  king's  name,  I  charge 
you  drop  your  daggers,"  as  the  man  says  in  the 
play.  Our  wars  Avere  over  on  the  appearance 
of  the  man  of  peace.  Mother  left  off  plying 
the  horsewhip  over  Rudge ;  Miss  Sukey  came 
out  from  under  the  table ;  Mr.  Bevil  rose,  and 
slunk  off  to  wash  his  bleeding  face ;  and  when 
the  wretched  Rudge  whimpered  out  that  he 
would  have  the  law  for  this  assault,  the  doctor 
sternly  said,  "You  were  three  to  one  during 
part  of  the  battle,  three  to  two  afterward,  and 
after  your  testimony  to-day,  you  perjured  old 
miscreant,  do  you  suppose  any  magistrate  will 
believe  you?" 

No.  Nobody  did  believe  them.  A  punish- 
ment fell  on  these  bad  people.  I  don't  know 
who  gave  the  name,  but  Rudge  and  his  daugh- 
ter were  called  Ananias  and  Sapphira  in  Rye ; 
and  from  that  day  the  old  man's  affairs  seemed 
to  turn  to  the  bad.  When  our  boys  of  Po- 
cock's  met  the  grocer,  his  daughter,  or  his  ap- 
prentice, the  little  miscreants  would  cry  out, 
"Who  put  the  money  in  Denny's  box?" 
"Who  bore  false  witness  against  his  neigh- 
bor?" "Kiss  the  book,  Sukey  my  dear,  and 
tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  notliing 
but  the  truth,  do  you  hear?"  They  had  a 
dreadful  life,  that  poor  grocer's  family.  As  for 
that  rogue  Tom  Parrot,  he  comes  into  the  shop 
one  market-day  when  the  place  was  full,  and 
asks  for  a  penn'orth  of  sugar-candy,  in  payment 
for  which  he  offers  a  penny  to  old  Rudge  sitting 
at  his  books  behind  his  high  desk.  ' '  It's  a  good 
bit  of  money,"  says  Tom  (as  bold  as  the  brass 
which  he  was  tendering).  "It  ain't  marked, 
Mr.  Rudge,  like  Denny  Duval's  money  !"  And, 
no  doubt,  at  a  signal  from  the  young  reprobate, 
a  chorus  of  boys  posted  outside  began  to  sing, 
"Ananias,   Ananias!      He  pretends  to  be  so 


pious!  Ananias  and  Saphia — "  Well,  well, 
the  Saphia  of  these  young  wags  was  made  to 
rhyme  incorrectly  with  a  word  beginning  with 
L.  Nor  was  this  the  only  punishment  which 
befell  the  unhappy  Rudge :  Mrs.  Win^  and  sev- 
eral of  his  chief  patrons  took  away  their  custom 
from  him  and  dealt  henceforth  with  the  opposi- 
tion grocer.  Not  long  after  my  affair.  Miss 
Sukey  married  the  toothless  apprentice,  who 
got  a  bad  bargain  with  her,  sweet-heart  or  wife. 
I  shall  have  to  tell  presently  what  a  penalty 
they  (and  some  others)  had  to  pay  for  their 
wickedness ;  and  of  an  act  of  contrition  on  poor 
Miss  Sukey's  part,  whom,  I  am  sure,  I  heartily 
forgive.  Then  was  cleared  up  that  mystery 
(which  I  could  not  understand,  and  Dr.  Bar- 
nard could  not,  or  would  not)  of  the  persecu- 
tions directed  against  an  humble  lad,  who  never, 
except  in  self-defense,  did  harm  to  any  mortal. 

I  shouldered  the  trunks,  causes  of  the  late 
lamentable  war,  and  put  them  into  mother's 
cart,  into  which  I  was  about  to  mount,  but  the 
shrewd  old  lady  would  not  let  me  take  a  place 
beside  her.  "I  can  drive  well  enough.  Go 
thou  in  the  chaise  with  the  doctor.  He  can 
talk  to  thee  better,  my  son,  than  an  ignorant 
woman  like  me.  Neighbor  Jephson  told  me 
how  the  good  gentleman  stood  by  thee  in  the 
justice-court.  If  ever  I  or  mine  can  do  any 
thing  to  repay  him,  he  may  command  me. 
Houp,  Schimmel !  Fort !  Shalt  soon  be  to 
house !"  And  with  this  she  was  off  with  my 
bag  and  baggage,  as  the  night  was  beginning  to 
fall. 

I  went  out  of  the  Rudges'  hoi^se,  into  which  I 
have  never  since  set  foot.  I  took  my  place  in 
the  chaise  by  my  kind  Dr.  Barnard.  We  passed 
through  Winchelsea  gate,  and  dipped  down  into 
the  marshy  plain  beyond  with  bright  glimpses 
of  the  Channel  shining  beside  us,  and  the  stars 
glittering  overhead.  We  talked  of  the  affair  of 
the  day,  of  course — the  affair  most  interesting, 
that  is,  to  me,  who  could  think  of  nothing  but 
magistrates,  and  committals,  and  acquittals. 
The  doctor  repeated  his  firm  conviction  that 
there  was  a  great  smuggling  conspiracy  all  along 
the  coast  and  neighborhood.  Master  Rudge 
was  a  member  of  the  fraternity  (which,  indeed, 
I  knew,  having  been  out  with  his  people  once 
or  twice,  as  I  have  told,  to  my  shame).  "  Per- 
haps there  were  other  people  of  my  acquaint- 
ance who  belonged  to  the  same  society?"  the 
doctor  said,  dryly.  ' '  Gee  up,  Daisy  !  There 
were  otlier  people  of  my  acquaintance  who  were 
to  be  found  at  Winchelsea  as  well  as  at  Rye. 
Your  precious  one-eyed  enemy  is  in  it ;  so,  I 
have  no  doubt,  is  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  de  la 
Motte ;  so  is — can  you  guess  the  name  of  any 
one  besides,  Denny?!' 

"Yes,  Sir,"  I  said,  sadly;  I  knew  my  own 
grandfather  was  engaged  in  that  traffic.  "But 
if — if  others  are,  I  promise  you,  on  my  honor,  I 
never  Avill  embark  in  it,"  I  added. 

"'Twill  be  more  dangerous  now  than  it  has 
been.  There  will  be  obstacles  to  crossing  the 
Channel  which  the  contraband  gentlemen  have 
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not  known  for  some  time  past.     Have  you  not 
heard  the  news  ?" 

"What  news?"  Indeed  I  had  thought  of 
none  but  my  own  aifairs.  A  post  had  come  in 
tliat  very  evening  from  London,  bringing  intelli- 
gence of  no  little  importance  even  to  poor  me, 
as  it  turned  out.  And  tlie  news  was  that  his 
Majesty  the  King,  having  been  informed  that  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  had  been  signed 
between  the  Court  of  France  and  certain  per- 
sons employed  by  his  Majesty's  revolted  subjects 
in  North  America,  has  judged  it  necessary  to 
send  orders  to  his  embassador  to  withdraw  from 
the  French  Court and  relying  with  the  firm- 
est confidence  upon  the  zealous  and  affectionate 
support  of  his  faithful  people,  he  is  determined 
to  prepare  to  exert,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  all 
the  forces  and  resources  of  his  kingdoms,  which 
he  trusts  will  be  adequate  to  repel  every  insult 
and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the 
power  and  reputation  of  this  country. 

So  as  I  was  coming  out  of  Rye  court-house, 
thinking  of  nothing  but  my  enemies,  and  my 
trials,  and  my  triumphs,  post-boys  were  gallop- 
ing all  over  the  land  to  announce  that  we  were 
at  war  with  France.  One  of  them,  as  we  made 
our  way  home,  clattered  past  us  with  his  twang- 
ing horn,  crying  his  news  of  war  with  France. 
As  we  wound  along  the  plain,  we  could  see  the 
French  lights  across  the  Channel.  My  life  has 
lasted  for  fifty  years  since  then,  and  scarcely 
ever  since,  but  for  very,  very  brief  intervals  has 
that  baleful  war-light  ceased  to  burn. 

The  messenger  who  bore  this  important  news 
arrived  after  we  left  Rye,  but,  riding  at  a  much 
quicker  pace  than  that  which  our  doctor's  nag 
practiced,  overtook  us  ere  we  had  reached  our 
own  town  of  Winchelsea.  All  our  town  was 
alive  with  the  news  in  half  an  hour ;  and  in  the 
market-place,  the  public  houses,  and  from  house 
to  house,  people  assembled  and  talked.  So  we 
were  at  war  again  with  our  neighbors  across  the 
Channel,  as  well  as  with  our  rebellious  children 
in  America ;  and  the  rebellious  children  were 
Imving  the  better  of  the  parent  at  this  time. 
\\'e  boys  at  Pocock's  had  fought  the  war  stoutly 
and  with  great  elation  at  first.  Over  our  maps 
we  had  pursued  tlie  rebels,  and  beaten  them  in 
repeated  encounters.  We  routed  them  on  Long 
Island.  We  conquered  them  at  Brandywine. 
We  vanquished  tliera  gloriously  at  Bunker's 
Hill.  We  marched  triumphantly  into  Phila- 
delphia with  Howe.  We  were  quite  bewildered 
when  we  had  to  surrender  with  General  Bur- 
goyne  at  Saratoga ;  being,  somehow,  not  accus- 
tomed to  hear  of  British  armies  surrendering, 
and  British  valor  being  beat.  "  We  had  a  half- 
holiday  for  Long  Island,"  says  Tom  Parrot,  sit- 
ting next  to  me  in  school.  .  "  I  suppose  we  shall 
be  flogged  all  round  for  Saratoga."  As  for  those 
Frenchmen,  we  knew  of  their  treason  for  a  long 
time  past,  and  were  gathering  up  wrath  against 


them.  Protestant  Frenchmen,  it  was  agreed, 
were  of  a  different  sort ;  and  I  think  the  ban- 
ished Huguenots  of  France  have  not  been  un- 
worthy subjects  of  our  new  sovereign. 

There  was  one  dear  little  Frenchwoman  in 
Winchelsea  who  I  own  was  a  sad  rebel.  When 
Mrs.  Barnard,  talking  about  the  war,  turned 
round  to  Agnes,  and  said,  "Agnes,  my  child, 
on  what  side  are  you  ?"  Mademoiselle  de  Ban- 
blushed  very  red,  and  said,  "I  am  a  French  girl, 
and  I  am  of  the  side  of  my  country.  Vive  la 
France !  vive  le  Roi  I " 

"  Oh,  Agnes  !  oh,  you  perverted,  ungrateful 
little,  little  monster ! "  ciies  Mrs.  Barnard,  begin- 
ning to  weep. 

But  the  doctor,  far  from  being  angry,  smiled 

and  looked  pleased  ;  and  making  Agnes  a  mock 

reverence,  he  said,  "Mademoiselle  de  Saverne, 

I  think  a  little  Frenchwoman   should  be  for 

1  France ;  and  here  is  the   tray,  and  we  won't 

fight  until  after  supper."    And  as  he  spoke  that 

I  night  the  prayer  appointed  by  his  Church  for 

!  the  time  of  war — prayed  that  we  might  be  armed 

I  with  His  defense  who  is  the  only  giver  of  all 

I  victory — I  thought  I  never  heard  the  good  man's 

j  voice  more  touching  and  solemn. 

When  this  daily  and  nightly  ceremony  was 
j  performed  at  the  Rectory,  a  certain  little  person 
j  who  belonged  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  used 
{  to  sit  aloof,  her  spiritual  instructors  forbidding 
her  to  take  part  in  our  English  worship.    When 
it  was  over,  and  the  doctor's  household  had  with- 
drawn. Miss  Agnes  had  a  flushed,  almost  angry 
face. 

"But  what  am  I  to  do,  aunt  Barnard  ?"  said 
the  little  rebel.  "If  I  pray  for  you,  I  pray 
that  my  country  may  be  conquered,  and  that 
you  may  be  saved  and  delivered  out  of  our 
hands." 

"  No,  faith,  my  child,  I  think  we  will  not  call 
upon  thee  for  Amen,"  says  the  doctor,  patting 
her  cheek. 

"I  don't  know  why  you  should  wish  to  pre- 
vail over  my  country,"  whimpers  the  little  maid. 
"I  am  sure  I  won't  pray  that  any  harm  may 
happen  to  you,  and  aunt  Barnard,  and  Denny 
— never,  never !"  And  in  a  passion  of  tears 
she  buried  her  head  against  the  breast  of  the 
good  man,  and  we  Avere  all  not  a  little  moved. 

Hand  in  hand  we  two  young  ones  walked 
from  the  Rectory  to  the  Priory  House,  which 
was  only  too  near.  I  paused  ere  I  rang  at  the 
bell,  still  holding  her  wistful  little  hand  in 
mine. 

"  You  w'ill  never  be  my  enemy,  Denny,  will 
you  ?"  she  said,  looking  up. 

"  My  dear,"  I  faltered  out,  "I  will  love  you 
forever  and  ever  I"  I  thought  of  the  infant 
whom  I  brought  home  in  my  arms  from  the  sea- 
shore, and  once  more  my  dearest  maiden  was 
held  in  them,  and  my  heart  throbbed  with  an 
exquisite  bliss. 
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now  TIIEY  ARE  MADE  AND  SPENT. 

THE  Strangest  and  most  frequently  repeated 
boasts — for  boasts  we  make,  such  is  our  na- 
tional vanity,  on  all  occasions  whether  of  pros- 
perity or  adversity — is  that  we  don't  feel  this  war. 
Above  the  shock  of  battle,  the  groans  of  the 
wounded  and  dying,  the  sobs  of  the  bereaved, 
the  murmurs  of  defeat,  and  the  shouts  of  vic- 
tory, rises  the  triumphant  exclamation,  We 
dorUt  feel  it !  Is  tliis  insensibility  ?  Is  it  the 
delight  in  ruin?  Is  it  indiflference  to  failure  or 
success  ?  No !  It  is  worse  than  either  of  these, 
for  it  embraces  them  all ;  it  is  the  chuckling  of 
gain  over  its  pockets  filling  Avith  the  treasure  of 
the  country,  wliilc  our  brave  soldiers  are  pouring 
out  their  blood  in  its  defense. 

We  don't  feel  the  ivar  !  is  the  exulting  cry  of 
the  contractors,  money-changers,  and  specula- 
tors, whose  shouts  of  revel  stitle  the  tearful  voice 
of  misery.  It  is  in  our  large  cities  especially 
where  this  boasted  insensibility  to  the  havoc  of 
war  is  found.  It  is  there  in  the  market-place 
and  exchange,  where  fortunes  are  being  made 
with  such  marvelous  rapidity,  and  in  the  haunts 
of  pleasure,  where  they  are  being  spent  with 
such  wanton  extravagance,  that  thejj  don't  feel 
this  war.  They  are  at  a  banquet  of  abundance 
and  delight,  from  which  they  are  not  to  be  un- 
seated, though  the  ghosts  of  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  their  slaughtered  countrymen  shake 
their  gory  locks  at  them. 

While  the  national  wealth  has  been  poured 
out  with  a  profuse  geiierosity  in  behalf  of  a  cause 
dear  to  the  national  heart,  there  have  been  im- 
mense fortunes  made  by  enterprising  money-get- 
ters, seeking  only  to  fill  their  own  pockets. 

When  the  war  suddenly  burst  upon  the  na- 
tion, and  before  it  was  able  to  arouse  its  gigantic 
energies,  the  Government  was  so  helpless  that  it 
besouglit  aid  at  any  cost.  It  was  then,  as  our 
brave  fellow-citizens  came  forward  in  multitudes 
to  defend  their  country,  there  arose  an  urgent 
demand  for  arms,  clothing,  and  subsistence. 
Every  thing  required  for  the  use  and  consump- 
tion of  the  soldier  was  wanted,  and  wanted  at 
once.  Tents  and  blankets  to  protect  him  from 
the  weather — clothes,  from  cap  to  shoe,  to  dress 
him — bread  and  meat  and  all  the  varied  neces- 
saries of  the  daily  ration,  even  to  the  salt,  to 
feed  him — the  knapsack,  haversack,  belt,  and  car- 
tridge box,  to  equip  him — muskets,  pistols,  can- 
non, swords,  sabres,  powder,  shot,  and  percussion 
caps  to  fight  with — horses  and  mules,  wagons, 
railways,  steam  and  sailing  vessels  of  all  kinds, 
fo^  transportation. 

A  hundred  thousand  men  or  more  in  the  im- 
mediate and  continued  want  not  only  of  all  the 
ordinary  necessaries  of  life,  but  of  the  many  ad- 
ditional requirements  for  war,  were  to  be  ])ro- 
vided  for  without  delay.  The  Government,  with 
a  commissariat  organized  only  for  an  army  of 
some  sixteen  thousand  soldiers,  and  suddenly 
called  upon  to  clothe,  arm,  and  subsist  more 
than  six  times  the  number,  could  do  nothing 


])ut  appeal  to  the  enterprise  of  trade  to  supply 
its  pressing  necessities.  The  appeal,  witli  the 
treasure  of  the  whole  nation  to  sustain  it,  was 
not  made  in  vain.  Another  army — the  army  of 
contractors — then  came  forward  no  less  prompt- 
ly than  the  hundred  thousands  of  citizen  sol- 
diers. These  with  their  lives  as  their  offering 
asking  nothing  in  exchange,  and  receiving  only 
a  bare  subsistence ;  the  former,  no  less  liberal 
of  tlic  contents  of  their  docks,  ships,  fields,  sta- 
bles, granaries,  warehouses,  and  shops,  demand- 
ing a  great  price,  and  getting  it. 

Think  of  the  immense  activity  with  which 
trade  was  insjnred  by  the  numerous  and  multi- 
farious demands  of  the  Government !  Contract- 
ors for  meat,  contractors  for  bread,  contractors 
for  tents,  contractors  for  clothing,  contractors 
for  arms,  contractors  for  ammunition,  contract- 
ors for  equij)ments,  contractors  for  wagons,  con- 
tractors for  horses,  contractors  for  mules,  con- 
tractors for  forage,  contractors  for  railway  con- 
veyance, contractors  for  steamers,  contractors  for 
ships,  contractors  for  coal,  contractors  for  hos- 
pitals, contractors  for  surgical  instruments,  con- 
tractors for  drugs,  and  contractors  for  every 
thing  else  required  for  human  use  and  consump- 
tion in  order  not  only  to  sustain  life  but  to  de- 
stroy it,  suddenly  started  into  existence.  The 
Government,  pressed  by  a  necessity  which  ad- 
mitted of  no  hesitation  in  regard  to  time,  char- 
acter, quantity,  quality,  and  cost,  accepted  al- 
most every  offer,  and  paid  almost  any  price.  It 
is  true,  that  political  allies  and  social  friends  and 
relatives  were  favored  with  the  earliest  informa- 
tion and  the  best  places  in  the  general  race  and 
scramble  for  the  national  treasure.  That  eager 
partisans  and  devoted  brothers,  cousins  and 
brothers-in-law,  having  taken  the  shortest  road, 
should  come  in  ahead  and  grasp  the  first  and  big- 
gest prizes,  was  not  unnatural.  There  was  one  of 
these  lucky  fjivorites  who  made  a  fortune  of  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more  as  easily  as 
these  words  which  state  the  fact  are  written. 
Having  secured  a  contract  or  agency  for  the 
])urchasc  of  transport  steamers  and  other  vessels, 
he  fulfilled  it  with  no  more  cost  to  himself  than 
a  cigar  or  two  over  the  prelimi-nary  negotiation, 
and  no  greater  effort  than  signing  his  name. 
The  fortune  was  made  by  a  minimum  of  per- 
sonal labor  given  and  a  maximum  of  pay  re- 
ceived. 

The  contractors  of  all  kinds,  with  their  con- 
tracts signed  and  sealed,  hastened  to  pocket  the 
profits.  In  many  cases,  with  a  mere  dash  of 
their  pens,  they  transferred  their  bargains  at  an 
advance,  and  made  snug  fortunes,  witliout  the 
labor  of  an  hour  or  the  expense  of  a  shilling.  In 
other  instances  they  fulfilled  their  contracts  in  a 
way  more  profitable  to  themselves  than  useful 
to  the  Government.  The  quality  of  the  article 
they  heeded  little,  provided  it  bore  the  name 
and  the  semblance  of  the  thing,  and  could  be 
had  for  almost  nothing,  or  for  much  less  than 
they  were  to  receive  for  it.  Thus  shoddij,  a  vil- 
lainous compound,  the  refuse  stuff  and  sweep- 
!  ings  of  the  shop,  pounded,   rolled,  glued,  and 
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smoothed  to  tlie  external  form  and  gloss  of  cloth, 
but  no  more  like  the  genuine  article  than  the 
shadow  is  to  the  substance,  was  hastily  got  up, 
at  the  smallest  expense,  and  sajJidied  to  the 
Government  at  the  greatest.  Our  soldiers,  on 
the  first  day's  march,  or  in  the  earliest  storm, 
found  their  clothes,  over-coats,  and  blankets, 
scattering  to  the  winds  in  rags,  or  dissolving  into 
their  ])rimitive  elements  of  dust  under  the  pelt- 
ing rain.  Splendid  looking  warriors  to-day,  in 
their  bran-new  imiforms!  To-morrow,  in  their 
rags  and  nakedness  more  pitiful  objects  than  the 
ragged  regiment  of  Ealstaft',  without  a  whole 
shirt  among  'em !  Shoddi/,  with  the  external 
gloss  and  form  of  a  substantial  thing  but  with 
tlic  inherent  weakness  and  solubility  of  its  re- 
flected image,  has  ever  since  become  a  word,  in 
the  vocabulary  of  the  people,  always  quick  in 
their  forcible  and  incisive  rhetoric  to  catch  and 
approj)riate  a  sim])le  and  expressive  figure  to 
represent  a  familiar  idea.  The  ostentatious 
nouvcau  j-ic.hc,  the  fraudulent  contractor  who 
makes  a  display  of  his  ill-gotten  gains,  and  vul- 
gar pretenders  of  all  kinds,  will  forever,  in  the 
popular  eye,  bear  upon  their  emblazoned  coaches, 
the  fronts  of  their  palatial  residences,  the  liver- 
ies of  their  coachmen,  and  on  their  own  backs 
of  superfine  cloths  and  glistening  silks,  the  broad 
mark  vSiioddy.  It  is  a  good  and  significant 
word,  and  expresses  exactly  the  opposite  of  a  long- 
used  term  in  popular  parlance,  to  wit :  Made  of 
ivliole  clolli,  aptly  applied  to  a  complete  thing 
of  any  kind  or  to  a  person  of  sound  integrity. 
Shoddy,  false  pretension  will  be  called  as  long 
as  false  pretension  exists.  It  is  obvious  how 
large  fortunes  were  made  in  this  way,  wlien  con- 
tractors received  immense  sums  for  cloth  and 
delivered  only  A-alueless  shoddy. 

It  was  not  only  in  the  contracts  for  clothing, 
but  in  tliose  for  almost  every  other  supply  that 
Government  paying  for  the  substance  was  mock- 
ed iiy  the  shadow.  For  sugar  it  often  got  sand; 
for  coffee,  rye ;  for  leather,  something  no  bet- 
ter than  brown  paper ;  for  sound  horsas  and 
mules,  spavined  beasts  and  dying  donkeys;  and 
for  serviceable  muskets  and  pistols  the  experi- 
mental failures  of  sanguine  inventors,  or  the 
refuse  of  shops  and  foreign  armories.  There 
was,  it  is  true,  a  show  of  caution  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities  in  the  form  of  a  Government- 
al ins])ection ;  but  the  object  of  this  Avas  often 
thwarted  by  haste,  negligence,  collusion,  or  fa- 
voritism, 

A  jM-oprietor  of  a  patent  breach-loading  ear- 
bine,  who  had  been  for  years  groaning  over  his 
unfortunate  speculation,  was  suddenly  animated 
with  the  ho])e  of  making  a  fortune  out  of  what 
had  long  since  rcjiosed  and  been  mourned  over 
among  his  "dead  stock."  lie  did  make  his  for- 
tune, for  the  Government  gave  liim  a  contract, 
received  the  carbines,  ])aid  largely  for,  but  nev- 
er, it  is  believed,  used  them.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  valiant  resistance  on  the  part  of  an  hon- 
est ins|)Cctor  of  the  Ordnance  Dejjartment.  The 
proposal  of  tiie  adventurous  dcakr  iii  carbines 
wa.s  sent  back  U)  liini  witii  the  indorsement — 


"  Respectfully  returned.  This  carbine  has  nev- 
er been  adopted  for  the  United  Service This 

proposition  is  objectionable  on  account  of  its  in- 
troducing an  arm  untried  in  the  field — of  its  re- 
quiring a  special  cartridge,  and  of  the  price 
charged."  Tiie  importunate  proprietor  of  the 
carbine  returned  to  the  ciiarge,  but  was  again 
met  with  a  repulse  from  the  sturdy  defender  of 
the  Ordnance  Department.  "I  have  carefully 
considered,"  he  wrote,  "  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
to  furnish  ten  thousand  of 's  patent 


breach-loading  carbines  at  iJ35  each.  I  would 
gladly  avail  myself  of  any  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing at  this  time,  at  any  price  not  beyond  reason, 
such  arms  as  arc  required  for  the  troops  called 
into  the  service.  The  carbine  is  only,  however, 
a  cavalry  arm ;  it  is  used  only  by  dragoons  when 
dismounted  and  fighting  on  foot ;  and  tlic  or- 
ders in  the  Division  of  the  Potomac  are  to  arm 

the  cavalry  with  pistols  and  sabres  only In 

view  of  all  those  circumstances,"  quietly  adds 
the  honest  inspector,  "it  is  submitted  whether 
it  will  be  advisable  to  accept  a  proposition  in- 
volving so  large  an  expenditure  [!^350,000J  as 
that  of  Mr.  • ■  does." 

But  in  spite  of  all  this  the  lucky  proprietor, 
having  a  friend  at  court,  got  a  contract  for  his 
carbines,  which,  we  venture  to  declare  in  an- 
swer to  the  submissive  inquiry  of  the  modest 
inspector,  it  was  not  "  advisable"  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  buy  at  any  price.  This  is  one  of 
the  many  easy  ways  in  which  the  large  fortunes 
of  this  war  have  been  made.  The  carbine  pro- 
prietor may  exult  in  his  sudden  wealth,  but  he 
and  his  "friend  at  court"  arc  emblazoned  all 
over  in  letters  of  light  with  "  shoddy." 

There  were  fifty  millions  of  dollars  spent  by 
the  Government  in  a  few  months,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  for  arms  alone.  Out  of  this  a 
dozen  or  more  contractors  enriched  themselves 
for  life.  Poor  men  thus  became  ricli  between 
the  rising  and  setting  of  tlie  same  day's  sun ; 
while  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  the 
wealthy  increased  to  millions  in  the  same  brief 
space  of  time.  It  is  said  that  one  of  our  great 
merchant  princes  gained  from  his  transactions 
with  Government  two  millions  of  dollars  in  a 
single  year. 

The  proprietors  of  coal-mines  came  in  for  a 
large  share  of  the  national  treasure.  One  com- 
pany made  such  enormous  profits  from  its  sup- 
plies of  coal  to  the  Government,  and  the  gener- 
al rise  in  price  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
demand,  that  it  was  enabled  to  declare,  in  a  sin- 
gle year,  dividends  that,  in  the  aggregate,  amount- 
ed to  two-thirds  of  its  capital.  Its  stock,  which 
a  few  vcars  since  could  hardly  tem])t  a  purchaser 
at  ten  dollars  a  share,  has  arisen  since  the  war 
to  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  and  is  eager- 
ly caught  up  at  that  price.  One  shareholder, 
in  a  twelvemonth,  received  in  dividends  no  less 
tium  a  hundred  anil  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  a 
Stock  which  cost  hin\  less  than  that  sum,  but 
which  he  could  now  sell  for  n  million. 

The  "  good  time"  of  the  contractors  has,  how- 
ever, now  gone.      The  Government,  Mith   the 
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experience  of  three  years'  war,  and  with  its 
commissariat  thoroughly  organized,  is  no  lon- 
ger at  the  mercy  of  the  fraudulent  and  extor- 
tionate. In  fact,  it  is  said  that  in  some  later 
contracts  the  Government,  more  thanks  to  its 
luck  than  shrewdness,  has,  with  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency  and  the  consequent  rise  in 
prices,  got  the  best  of  the  bargain. 

As  fortunes  can  be  no  longer  made  in  a  day 
out  of  the  national  treasury  the  eager  money- 
seekers  have  taken  to  the  stock  exchange  to 
make  them  out  of  each  other.  The  rage  of 
speculation — excitement  is  too  mild  a  word — 
which  has  seized  upon  the  community,  and  is 
fast  making  us  a  nation  of  stock-jobbers,  has 
never  been  equaled  since  the  days  of  John  Law 
during  the  French  regency  of  the  Due  d'Or- 
leans.  The  city  exchanges  and  their  approach- 
es are  already  crowded  with  a  frenzied  throng 
of  eager  speculators,  as  was  the  Rue  de  Quiii- 
campoix  of  old.  Streets  are  blocked  up  by  a 
mass  so  frenzied  by  the  general  passion  for  gain 
that  almost  all  regard  for  individual  safety  and 
respect  for  personal  propriety  seems  lost.  The 
drayman  can  only  make  his  way  by  the  dint 
of  whip,  curse,  and  the  brute  strength  of  his 
sturdy  beast  through  the  heaving  but  coherent 
multitude,  whose  reluctant  flanks,  as  they  are 
forced  aside,  are  still  so  absorbed  by  the  ruling 
passion  that,  wliile  pressed  upon  by  hoof  and 
grazed  by  grinding  wheels,  they  seem  uncon- 
scious of  their  danger.  The  stranger  goes  to 
take  a  look  at  the  speculators  at  the  hour  of  ex- 
change as  he  does  at  a  collection  of  wild  beasts 
at  feeding-time,  and  comes  away  with  the  same 
impression,  namely,  that  in  their  hunger  to  get 
their  fill  they  are  ready  to  devour  each  other. 
The  prudent  citizen  turns  the  street,  and  shuns 
the  place  as  dangerous  to  his  morals  and  his 
person.  If  not  tempted  to  risk  his  fortune,  he  is 
sure  to  be  so  hustled  by  the  unruly  crowd  as  to 
spoil  his  temper  or  his  clothes,  and  perhaps  en- 
danger his  limbs  or  life. 

Tlie  passion  for  stock-gambling  is  fast  ex- 
tending to  every  class  of  society.  Merchants, 
mechanics,  and  traders  of  all  kinds  are  aban- 
doning their  counting-houses,  their  work-shops, 
an,d  their  stalls,  and  thronging  into  Wall  Street. 
The  daily  industry,  the  constant  self-denial,  the 
vigilant  prudence,  and  the  patient  expectation 
necessary  to  acquire  a  decent  competence  are 
scorned  for  the  chances  of  making  a  fortune  in 
a  day.  The  number  of  brokers  has  more  than 
quadrupled  in  a  few  months,  such  has  been  the 
enormous  increase  of  stock-jobbing.  Their  ag- 
gregate business,  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone, 
has  arisen  from  twenty-five  to  more  than  a  hun- 
dred millions  a  day.  The  transactions  of  sev- 
eral sum  up  to  the  amount  of  millions  each  in 
a  morning,  with  a  profit  in  commissions  alone 
of  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  daily.  There 
would  be  a  cause  of  congratulation  if  this  enor-  j 
mous  business  was  an  indication  of  the  increased  j 
productive  wealth  of  tlie  nation ;  but  it  is  no-  \ 
thing  of  the  kind.  It  is  only  a  proof  of  the  pas-  \ 
sion  for  buying  and  selling,  with  the  hope  of  i 


benefiting  by  the  fluctuations  of  price.  Pur- 
chase and  sale  are  essential  means  for  the  ex- 
change of  products,  without  which,  no  doubt, 
the  productive  power  of  the  country  would  be 
paralyzed.  The  merchant,  the  broker,  and 
trader  are  to  it  what  the  sensitive  and  motor 
nerves  are  to  the  brain — subordinate  to  its  func- 
tions, but  necessary  to  its  action.  The  nerves 
may  be  active,  though  the  brain  be  torpid,  but 
the  result  is  a  St.  Vitus's  dance  of  excited  sen- 
sation, and  perpetual  and  irregular  movement, 
which  waste  the  power,  and  finally  destroy  the 
organization.  So  it  is  when  the  merchant, 
broker,  and  trader  make  their  function  of  ex- 
change, which  should  be  subordinate,  paramount 
to  the  productive  power  of  labor.  This  is  what 
the  rage  of  speculation  is  doing,  and  it  requires 
no  prophet  to  tell  the  result.  Ruin  must  come 
with  the  certainty  of  the  fulfillment  of  a  natural 
law. 

Yet,  when  the  passion  of  speculation,  however 
obvious  the  fatal  consequences,  has  once  fevered 
the  blood  of  a  people,  it  unfortunately  is  seldom 
checked,  except  by  its  own  retributive  eflect  of 
exhaustion.  The  homilies  of  the  pulpit,  the 
daily  warnings  of  the  press,  and  the  demonstra- 
tions of  political  economy  are  unheeded  by  ears 
ringing  with  the  jubilant  shouts  of  the  favorites 
of  fortune.  When  they  hear  of  one  who  was  a 
bankrupt  but  a  few  months  since,  but  now  counts 
by  millions  his  fortune,  made  in  a  short  half 
year  at  the  stock  exchange,  or  rather  in  "the 
street" — for  his  credit  was  never  clean  enough 
for  admission  to  the  fastidious  company  of  gen- 
tlemen at  "  the  Board ;"  when  they  hear  of  an- 
other who  was  but  yesterday  a  vendor  of  apples 
and  peanuts  at  the  street  corner,  and  is  to-day, 
by  fortunate  speculations,  the  possessor  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  ;  and  again  of  a  third,  who, 
in  the  course  of  a  flying  visit  from  a  neighbor- 
ing city  to  New  York,  took  a  chance,  merely 
pour  passer  le  temps,  in  the  lottery  of  Cumber- 
land or  Mariposa,  and  went  home,  after  a  week's 
absence,  with  a  prize  of  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  his  pocket — when  they  hear  of  these 
and  the  like,  as  Ave  all  do  every  day,  they  are 
loth  to  turn  from  so  brilliant  examples  of  suc- 
cess to  listen  to  the  sober  precepts  of  Prudence. 
The  small  voice  of  Prudence,  moreover,  is  liour- 
ly  becoming  fainter  and  fainter,  drowned  as  it  is 
in  the  general  shout  of  triumph.  Prudence,  it 
is  feared,  will  soon  cease  altogether,  for  want  of 
a  listener,  from  uttering  further  warnings,  and 
leave  to  retributive  justice  to  vindicate  a  natu- 
ral law,  the  abuse  of  which  she  could  not  pre- 
vent. 

The  mania  of  speculation  is  wondrously  con- 
tagious, especially  among  a  peo])le  so  gregari- 
ous and  symi)athetic  as  we  are.  What  touches 
one  is  apt  to  be  felt  by  all.  As  men  of  every 
class,  age,  and  business  are  already  thronging 
Wall  Street,  it  may  not  be  long  before  our  women 
shall  be  seen,  as  in  the  times  of  John  Law  in 
France,  and  of  the  South  Sea  bubble  in  England, 
trailing  their  silks  and  satins  in  the  dust  of  the 
exchange,  and  raising  their  voice  in  its  din  of 
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excited  barter.  Already  the  s])irit  of  specula- 
tion so  i)ervades  the  community  that  the  rise  and 
fall  of  stocks  is  the  most  common  to]nc.  of  daily 
conversation  in  our  houses  during  the  hours  of 
leisure,  if  hours  of  leisure  we  can  be  said  to  have 
when  they  are  filled  with  the  thoughts  and  talks 
of  business.  Some  of  our  women  are  already 
infected  with  the  ])revailing  ])assion  of  money- 
making  as  they  have  been  long  with  that  of 
spending  it.  "  What's  the  price  of  gold  to-day, 
my  dear?"  escapes  from  the  ])retty  mouth  of 
your  wife  before  she  has  im])resscd  the  habitual 
kiss  of  connubial  welcome  upon  your  expectant 
lips.  If  you  are  a  speculator,  as  you  probably 
are  in  common  with  most  of  your  fellow-citizens 
at  this  moment,  and  have  made  a  good  day  of 
it,  yon  answer  blandly  and  don't  complain  of 
the  loss  of  the  conjugal  embrace.  If  you  have 
been  unlucky  and  want  consolation,  and  seek 
what  you  have  a  right  to  ex])ect  but  don't  find, 
yon  mourn  over  the  loss,  and  conclude  probabl}'. 
with  St.  I'aul,  that  money,  or  rather  the  love  of 
it,  is  the  root  of  all  evil. 

The  day  has  been  found  too  short  for  the 
untiring  stock  speculators.  They  gather  in  a 
great  hotel,  and  renewing  the  morning's  strife 
for  gain  ])rolong  it  to  the  late  hours  of  the  night, 
which  they  make  hideous  with  their  eager  and 
noisy  competition.  What  care  they  for  wives 
deserted,  children  unseen  from  day  to  day  and 
turned  night  after  night  into  bed  unblessed  by  a 
father's  kiss;  domestic  joys  and  duties  forsaken, 
and  all  the  claims  of  social  intercourse  neglected, 
jirovided  they  gain  their  cent,  per  cent,  on  the 
rise  or  fall,  as  it  may  be,  of  Cumberland  and 
JNIariposa  ? 

It  is  obvious  that  Avhen  all  are  seeking  to 
make  tlieir  fortunes  at  others' expense  that  most 
will  be  disapi)ointed.  Each  one,  however,  thinks 
that  it  will  be  his  neighbor  until  he  awakes  some 
morning  and  finds  it  is  himself  wlio  is  ruined. 
There  are  some  seductive  examples  undoubtedly 
of  great  success,  of  the  rise  of  poverty  to  wealth 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  There  will  be, 
too,  with  no  less  certainty  before  long,  many 
striking  ins^ances  of  a  fall  from  riches  to  beg- 
gary. Michelet,  in  his  chapter  on  Law's  scheme, 
tells  of  one  who  was  a  footman  at  the  beginning 
of  the  montl),  a  millionaire  by  his  successful 
.s])ecuhitions  at  its  close,  and  again  a  footman 
before  the  end  of  another  thirty  days,  with  no- 
thing in  possession  but  his  suit  of  livery,  and 
nothing  in  ])rospect  but  his  wages. 

It  is  not  within  our  province  to  discuss  the 
policy  or  necessity  of  the  issue  of  the  present 
paper  currency.  It  is  obvious,  however,  to  all 
that  its  increasing  abundance  is  the  exciting 
cause  which,  acting  uj)()n  a  community  singu- 
l^arly  j)rone  to  the  disease,  has  i)roduccd  the 
prevalent  fever  of  speculation.  Some  of  the 
largest  foi'tunes  have  been  made  by  those  shrewd 
men,  wIk)  from  the  beginning  foresaw  the  natu- 
ral effect  of  a  redundant  paper  currency  in  rais- 
ing ])rices.  These,  with  aj)]>arcnt  recklessness 
but  with  real  shrewdness,  bought  every  thing  of 
value  they  could  bornnv  money  enough  to  buy 


or  purchase  on  credit.  As  the  currency  depre- 
ciated and  prices  necessarily  rose,  they  paid  their 
debts  in  less  value  than  they  had  received,  and 
received  a  greater  value  in  what  thev  had  boutrht 
than  they  paid.  The  rise  in  })rices  from  day  to 
day,  as  the  paper  money  becomes  more  abund- 
ant and  less  valuable,  is  the  great  stimtilus  to 
speculation.  It  is  advisable  for  those  who  pos- 
sess substantial  property  to  cling  to  it.  If  you 
have  houses,  farms,  land,  dividend  paying  stocks, 
or  even  merchandise  which  can  be  kcj)!  without 
spoiling,  do  not  be  tempted  to  part  with  them 
too  readily  by  the  high  prices  ofliered  in  paper. 
Again,  if  you  have  currency  to  invest,  do  not  be 
frightened  by  the  high  prices,  but  buy  what  is  of 
substantial  value  and  that  alone,  even  if  it  takes 
a  great  deal  of  paper  to  do  it.  Above  all  es- 
chew speculation,  and  trust  not  the  bubbles  which 
the  flatulant  enterprise  of  the  day  is  blowing  so 
industriously.  They  may  rise  and  float  for 
a  while,  glittering  with  a  false  sparkle  of  gold  and 
silver  and  all  the  bright  colors  of  the  rainbow, 
but  when  you  shall  attempt  to  grasp  them  the 
air  will  escape,  leaving  you  notliing  in  hand 
but  the  scum  of  Avhich  they  are  made.  Such  a 
discretion  on  the  part  of  men  of  real  means  would 
do  much  to  check  the  dangerous  passion  of  specu- 
lation, or  if  not,  save  themselves  and  the  coun- 
try from  ruin. 

The  old  proverb  says:  "That  which  comes 
easy  goes  easy."  The  suddenly  enriched  con- 
tractors, speculators,  and  stock-jobbers  illustrate 
its  truth.  They  are  spending  money  with  a  pro- 
fusion never  before  witnessed  in  our  country,  at 
no  time  remarkable  for  its  frugality.  Our  great 
houses  are  not  big  enough  for  them  ;  they  pull 
them  down  and  build  greater.  They,  like  the 
proud  and  wanton  Caligula,  construct  stables 
of  marble  at  a  fabulous  cost,  in  which  their 
horses  are  stabled  (some,  doubtless,  to  be  fed  on 
gilded  oats),  Avith  a  luxury  never  hitherto  in- 
dulged in  by  the  most  0])ulent  of  our  fellow-cit- 
izens. Even  the  manure  heaps  lie  upon  more 
resplendent  floors  than  are  swept  by  the  silken 
trains  of  our  proudest  dames.  So  magnificent 
are  these  structures  that  their  proprietors  have 
not  hesitated  to  assemble  within  them  "the  best 
society"  they  could  command  of  fine  gentlemen 
and  finer  ladies,  to  hold  a  carnival  of  pleasure. 
The  ])laying  of  Comedies,  it  is  said,  was  a  ])art 
of  the  programme,  as  if  the  presence  of  the  bemi- 
nwnde,  seeking  pleasure  in  a  stable,  was  not  in 
itself  a  sufficiently  sorry  farce.  What  was  acted 
we  know  not;  but  we  can  testify  that  "High 
Life  Below  Stairs"  was  the  chief  performance. 
The  very  horses  must  have  neighed  in  applause 
of  the  apjtro))riatcness  of  the  piece,  and  life- 
like action  of  the  i)!ayers.  A  horse-laugh  was 
surely  their  well-merited  reward. 

These  Sybarites  of  "  shoddy"  buy  finer  furni- 
ture than  was  ever  bought  before,  and  dress  in 
costlier  cloths  and  silks  than  have  been  liithcrto 
im])orted.  No  foreign  luxury,  even  at  the  pres- 
ent enormous  prices,  is  too  dear  for  their  exorbi- 
tant desires  and  swollen  ])ockcts.  The  im])orta- 
tions  of  the  country  have   arisen  to  the    large 
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amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  a  month, 
chiefly  to  satisfy  the  increased  appetite  for  luxu- 
rious expense. 

The  ordinary  sources  of  expenditure  seem  to 
have  been  exhausted,  and  these  ingenious  prodi- 
gals have  invented  new  ones.  The  men  button 
their  waistcoats  with  diamonds  of  the  first  wa- 
ter, and  the  women  powder  their  hair  with  gold 
and  silver  dust.* 

As  excess,  overflowing  the  natural  channels 
of  enjoyment,  is  always  sure  to  take  an  irregular 
and  perverted  course  for  the  indulgence  of  its  un- 
checked vagaries,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  the 
boundless  extravagance  of  the  times  assuming 
forms  at  variance  with  propriety  and  taste.  Par- 
is, provoked  to  excessive  folly  and  wild  extrav- 
agance by  an  imperial  court  willing  to  enervate 
the  people  by  debauchery  that  they  may  become 
too  languid  for  resistance  to  tyranny,  has,  among 
other  forms  of  dissipations,  invented  a  grotesque 
kind  of  fancy  ball.  In  this  the  guests  represent 
things  instead  of  persons.  For  example,  one  pre- 
sents herself  as  a  kitchen,  with  her  person  hung 
all  over  with  pots  and  kettles,  wearing  a  sauce- 
pan for  a  helmet,  like  Sancho  Panza,  brandishing 
a  shovel  and  tongs,  and  playing  the  part  of  a  kitch- 
en wench  with  probably  a  dish-clout  hanging  to 
her  tail.  Another  of  a  more  sentimental  turn 
is  a  flower-garden,  festooned  with  roses  and  bear- 
ing a  spade  and  rake.  A  third  is  a  pack  of  play- 
ing-cards, bedizened  all  over  with  clubs,  dia- 
monds, and  hearts,  and  so  on  with  every  possi- 
ble transformation  of  the  human  spiritual  being 
(supposed  to  be  rational)  into  the  senseless,  ma- 
terial thing. 

This  absurdity  has  been  imported  by  our 
wealthy  New  Yorkers,  together  with  other  Pa- 
risian extravagances.  Last  winter,  during  which 
high  carnival  was  held  by  our  nouveaux  riches, 
a  dame  who  has  traveled,  and  had  the  honor  of 
fainting  in  the  arms,  it  is  said,  of  Imperial 
Majesty,  in  the  course  of  which  embrace  she 
probably  imbibed  her  high  appreciation  of  impe- 
rial folly,  got  up  one  of  these  grotesque  fancy 
balls.  She  herself  appeared  on  the  occasion  as 
music,  and  bore  upon  her  head  an  illuminated 
lyre  supplied  with  genuine  gas,  from  a  reservoir 
and  fixtures  concealed  somewhere  under  her 
clothes.  "We  don't  feel  this  war,"  they  say. 
We  believe  them.  Nothing,  we  fear,  Avhile 
'they  are  stupefying  themselves  in  this  whirl  of 
absurd  folly  would  bring  them  to  their  senses 
short  of  a  shower  of  Greek  fire. 

If  this  extravagance  and  wantonness  were  con- 
fined to  the  fools  of  fortune  we  might  leave  them 
to  the  exhaustion  that  must  come  from  this  waste 
of  means  and  perversion  of  the  faculties  of  mind 


*  There  are  three  kinds  of  resplendent  powder  used  by 
our  fashionable  women :  the  gold  and  silver,  which  cost  fif- 
teen dollars  a  head,  and  the  diamond,  which  at  i^re'ient  \a 
only  of  ghiAS,  and  cojtii  much  Icsd. 


and  body.  Their  ruin  would  be  hardly  felt  or 
regretted.  But,  unfortunately,  our  people  are 
so  imitative  that  when  one  simpleton,  provided 
he  be  rich,  leads  the  way,  all  follow.  Every  man 
and  woman  thinks  he  must  do  as  his  wealthy 
neighbor  does.  The  consequence  is  already 
shown  in  the  general  prevalence  of  extravagance 
and  dissipation.  The  shops  of  the  dry-goods 
man,  the  jeweler,  the  dealer  in  carpets  and  cab- 
inet-ware, and  the  gilded  establishments  of  the 
restaurateur  were  never  so  crowded.  The  trades- 
man hardly  shows  any  but  his  most  expensive 
wares,  Avhich  his  greedy  customer  snatches  up 
without  solicitation.  Thus  camel's-hair  shawls, 
at  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  more,  go  off  briskly 
at  the  price;  rivers  of  diamonds  {riviere  de  dia- 
viants')  flow  unchecked  by  any  regard  for  cost. 
Aubusson  and  tapestry  carpets  of  fabulous  ex- 
pense are  bought  unhesitatingly  and  recklessly 
trod  upon,  and  dinners  are  eaten  and  wine  drunk 
at  Delmonico's  and  the  Mcuson  Dorce  at  a  price 
per  head,  in  a  single  sitting,  which  would  sup- 
port a  soldier  and  his  family  for  a  good  portion 
of  the  year.  Who  knows  but  that  our  wives 
and  daughters  may  all  take  to  powdering  their 
hair  with  gold  and  silver  dust  at  fifteen  dollars 
per  head,  or  transforming  themselves  into  gas- 
fixtures  ?  What  is  to  hinder  our  young  dandies 
of  the  counting-house  and  shop  —  for  haven't 
they  an  old  fool  of  the  Stock  Exchange  to  show 
them  the  example — from  buttoning  their  waist- 
coats with  diamonds  ? 

Apart  from  the  fatal  and  permanent  effect  of 
the  habit  of  expense  and  sensual  indulgence  upon 
the  individual  and  national  character,  it  may 
have  a  disastrous  influence  upon  the  war.  While 
the  passion  for  speculation  is  raging,  and  the 
means  for  gratifying  the  appetite  for  luxury  and 
pleasure  are  abounding,  the  war  is  not  felt,  and 
is  willingly  concurred  in.  Let,  however,  the 
reaction  come,  as  it  surely  will,  when  fortunes 
shall  scatter  more  rapidly  than  they  have  been 
gathered,  and  abundance  and  delight  be  no  lon- 
ger so  easily  purchasable,  then  the  sensibility  of 
our  luxurious  citizens  may  be  so  awakeiTcd  as  to 
feel  the  war,  and  feel  it  so  much  that  they  may 
wish  it  at  an  end  before  its  great  purpose  is  ac- 
complished. We  shall  perhaps  find  our  Capua 
at  home,  and  its  people  too  enervated  by  in- 
dulgence to  smite  their  enemies.  Are  we  de- 
luding ourselves  with  the  idea  that  this  war  is  to 
be  a  continued  carnival  of  abundance  and  pleas- 
ure? If  so,  we  had  better  awaken  at  once  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  a  sacrifice  demanding  the  ut- 
most effort  of  patient  endurance.  No  noble 
cause,  such  as  we  are  struggling  for,  was  ever 
won  by  men  while  besotting  themselves  with 
excess  and  dallying  pleasure.  We  must  feel 
this  war,  and  feel  it  resolutely,  or  we  shall  never 
triumph.  Arc  we  willing  to  prove  ourselves 
wortliy  to  triumph  ? 
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IN  ''DIXIE." 

As  I  wns  in  Montgomery  on  the  1st,  in  INIa- 
con  on  tlic  3d,  in  Augusta  on  the  7th,  in 
Cohimbiii  on  the  10th,  in  lialeigh  on  the  13th, 
and  in  Richmond  on  the  loth  of  IMarch,  I  think 
I  can  give  you  a  better  picture  of  Dixie's  hmd 
generally  than  even  the  "reliable  gentleman" 
of  the  newspapers. 

Alabama  is  my  home.  For  the  past  twenty 
years  I  luive  continued  to  cultivate  a  small  plant- 
ation, beginning  with  seven  slaves,  and  now  own- 
ing twenty. 

Fifteen  years  ago  my  State  was,  as  to  general 
commercial  and  agricultural  interests,  enjoying 
a  prosperity  as  great  as  could  be  desired.  As 
an  illustration  of  the  average  circumstances  of 
those  within  my  own  acquaintance,  I  will  select 
my  friend  and  neighbor,  Mr.  Ames,  and  tell  you 
what  were  then  his  possessions  and  prospects ; 
premising  that,  before  my  letter  is  over,  I  will  let 
you  know  how  as  to  the  same  respects  he  stands 
to-day.  Mr.  Ames  was  then  a  married  man 
with  two  children.  He  was  twenty-six  years 
old.  He  owned  eight  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
land,  with  twelve  laborers  and  eight  servants  too 
young  to  labor.  He  employed  no  overseer,  be- 
ing himself  very  industrious,  a  good  farmer,  and 
fond  of  devoting  all  his  time  and  energies  to  his 
plantation.  The  following  is  a  fair  estimate  of 
his  capital  and  stock  in  the  business  of  agricul- 
ture, in  gold,  at  that  time : 

Eight  hundred  acres  of  land $8,000 

Twelve  laborers 14,000 

Eight  other  servants 4,000 

Cattle  and  farming  implemeuts 1,000 

Seven  mules 1,050 

One  horse 200 

Total $28,250" 

The  annual  product  of  this  farm,  over  and 
above  the  supplies  raised  for  the  family  and  serv- 
ants, was  sixty  bales  of  cotton,  which,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  pound,  or  fifty  dollars  per 
bale,  amounted  to  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num. Of  this  sum  one  thousand  dollars  was  all 
he  expended  beyond  what  his  land  produced  for 
the  wants  of  the  household,  so  that  his  annual 
savings  were  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  invested 
from  year  to  year  in  grown  hands,  or  women  with 
young  children,  or  in  land ;  it  being  necessary 
to  increase  his  land  twenty-five  per  cent,  every 
eighth  year  to  accommodate  his  increasing  help. 

His  home  was  pleasant,  and  furnished  with 
every  thing  necessary  for  comfort.  As  to  cloth- 
ing his  family  made  a  respectable  appearance, 
and  he  was  educating  a  daughter  at  a  consid- 
erable expense  in  a  neighboring  female  semin- 
ary. He  was  a  very  pious  member  of  the  IMeth- 
odist  Church,  liberal  in  his  gifts  to  benevolent 
objects,  and  his  house  w\as  noted  as  the  home 
of  preachers  as  they  passed  through  that  county. 

As  to  his  future  j)rospects  in  life,  there  was 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  at  the  age  of  forty 
he  might  increase  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
his  family ;  annually  visit  tlie  Northern  States  or 
enjoy  a  Eurojxian  tour;  and  educate  his  chil- 
dren cither  at  home  or  al)road  in  the  best  man- 


ner; while,  if  s])ared  to  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
it  would  be  equally  probable  that  his  property 
would  by  that  time  have  reached  the  amount  of 
6125,000,  which  would  provide  ample  fortunes 
to  each  of  a  family  of  five  children.  In  fact,  it 
was  a  common  declaration  of  business  men  in 
that  county  that  they  doubled  their  capital  ev- 
ery five  years ;  or,  to  use  the  language  of  their 
ordinary  statement,  "  A'man  may  buy  a  plant- 
ation and  negroes  without  a  cent,  borrowing 
the  money  for  the  purpose,  and  make  both  pay 
for  themselves  in  five  years,  the  overseeing  and 
managing  being  thrown  into  the  account." 

I  may  add,  although  it  is  not  essential  to  com- 
plete the  estimate  of  my  friend's  fortune  and 
prospects,  that  My.  Ames,  although  finding,  as 
he  came  on  the  stage  of  life,  slavery  to  be  the 
normal  condition  of  the  blacks  in  his  State,  and, 
while  obtaining  his  servants  by  the  gift  of  his 
mother  and  his  wife's  father  as  part  of  his  cap- 
ital in  commencing  business  as  a  planter,  yet 
had  no  violent  sentiments  as  to  its  extension  or 
perpetuity.  He  was  known  to  be  conservative 
as  to  Southern  rights  and  demands  in  the  in- 
coming States,  and  was  a  friend  to  the  doctrine 
known  as  "Popular  Sovereignty."  He  had, 
however,  no  scruples  as  to  the  system  as  he 
found  it  in  Alabama,  and  expected  its  continu- 
ance in  the  Cotton  States. 

I  have  purposely  selected  this  individual  as 
representing  to  my  memory  the  average  thrift 
and  intelligence  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived  ;  and  this  general  description  of  my  friend 
would  answer  to  describe  many  others  residing 
near  him,  and  who  were  accustomed  to  daily 
intercourse  at  the  county  scat,  or  a  country  store 
nearer  home.  In  this  county  the  large  body  of 
citizens  were  men  of  similar  opinions  and  in- 
formation. Mr.  Ames  read  no  daily  paper,  but 
took  one  religious  and  two  secular  weeklies. 

This  was  fifteen  years  ago.  At  that  time, 
however  deep  the  seeds  of  disunion  may  have 
been  sowed  in  our  vicinity,  we  heard  or  read 
nothing  of  secession  from  the  Union.  But  in 
1850,  when  the  compromise  measures  were  dis- 
cussed in  Congress,  many  of  our  local  politi- 
cians openly  avowed  the  opinion  that,  to  enjoy 
the  highest  prosperity,  the  South  must  declare 
itself  an  independent  Government.  My  friend 
was  active  in  the  expression  of  an  opposite  sen- 
timent ;  was  a  strong  supporter  of  JNIr.  Clay's 
"Compromise;"  was  spoken  of  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, and,  had  he  consented,  could  have  been 
elected  by  a  large  Union  majority. 

I  do  not  propose  to  detain  you  with  a  history 
of  the  change  in  public  opinion  and  its  causes, 
so  familiar  to  all,  but  will  say  tliat  in  the  last 
Trcsidential  election,  after  the  Charleston  Con- 
vention had  broken  uj),  it  was  the  hope  of  the 
Union  men  at  the  South  that  no  candidate 
would  be  chosen  by  the  peo])lc,  that  Congress 
would  elect  a  President,  and  that  the  choice 
would  fall  either  upon  Douglas  or  Bell,  whose 
election  would  not  furnish  to  the  violent  seces- 
sion men  the  pretext  they  would  plead  if  Mr. 
Lincoln  were  chosen. 
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When  Sumter  was  reinforced,  attacked,  and 
finally  taken,  the  leaders  of  disunion  took  pains 
that  every  Avhere  there  should  seem  to  be  de- 
monstrations of  great  rejoicing ;  but  there  were 
not  a  few  who,  justly  appreciating  the  magnitude 
of  the  contest  before  them,  regarded  the  event 
with  a  deep,  anxious,  heart-rending  solicitude. 

These  prime  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  who  first 
controlled  and  still  hold  in  tyranny  our  crushed 
and  manacled  South,  inspired  all  the  newspapers 
to  give  forth  the  same  utterances  that  filled  the 
public  messages  and  proclamations  sent  from 
Montgomery,  and  afterward  from  Richmond. 
The  following  are  fair  specimens  of  these  utter- 
ances : 

*'  President  Lincoln  will  never  dare  to  make  war." 

"It  will  be  impossible  to  raise  a  man  or  a  dollar  to  de- 
fend the  Union  cause  against  seceding  States." 

"Troops  never  can  march  an  inch  through  the  Border 
States  on  such  an  errand." 

"•  Foreign  recognition  is  a  certainty,  and  there  is  no 
question  as  to  it  except  of  a  few  weeks  or  more  in  time." 

"  The  slaves  will  supply  by  their  labor  all  necessary 
productions  for  an  army  to  defend  the  South,  or,  if  neces- 
sary, invade  the  North," 

*'•  Even  should  there  be  an  attempt  to  organize  an  army 
to  oppose  secession  and  maintain  the  Union,  Washington 
must  fall,  and  the  national  Administration  with  it,  before 
such  an  army  can  be  matured." 

Such  were  some  of  the  axioms  studiously  in- 
stilled into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  Soutli ; 
and  under  the  influence  of  these  and  similar 
statements,  relied  upon  and  gradually  confided 
in,  a  deluded  peo])ie  were  hurried  into  what  has 
already  brought  desolation  and  death  in?o  many 
of  their  homes,  and  made  the  whole  land  weep 
with  garments  rolled  in  blood.  Not  more  cer- 
tainly did  a  "lying  spirit"  of  old  enter  into  all 
the  prophets  that  Ahab,  King  of  Israel,  might 
fall  in  battle,  than  did  a  lying  spirit  seem  to  twist 
and  distort  the  condition  of  every  thing  in  the 
minds  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  giving  heed 
to  which  the  South  is  to-day  suffering  its  present 
extremities. 

The  first  signs  of  actual  warfare  appeared  in 
the  daily  and  nightly  drilling  of  the  uniformed 
companies  of  militia  in  the  towns  and  cities. 
These  companies  were  continually  parading,  with 
martial  music.  Banners  were  presented  to  them, 
speeches  were  made  exhorting  them  to  die  for 
Southern  independence,  and  they  were  organ- 
ized into  the  army  that  fought  at  Bull  Run. 

After  the  result  of  that  battle  was  known  all 
supposed  that  there  would  be  no  more  fighting 
and  no  more  troops  needed.  Victory  was  Avith 
the  Confederacy,  AVashington  was  theirs,  the 
North  would  yield  and  obey,  and  Southern  in- 
dependence was  achieved.  Such  was  the  uni- 
versal cry  of  the  Government,  the  army  officers, 
and  all  the  journals. 

No  other  topic  was  heard ;  and  all  compari- 
sons instituted  between  North  and  South  ended 
by  declaring  the  people  of  the  latter  to  be  the 
most  intelligent,  refined,  wise,  and  brave  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  It  was  not  safe  to  hazard 
the  supposition  that  tlie  North  had  brave  men 
or  noble  women  ;  to  infer  that  she  Avould  fight; 
or  speak  of  the  battles  of  Revolutionary  times, 


in  which  the  forefathers  of  Northern  men  were 
victorious.  The  only  qualities  which  "  the 
Yankees"  could  be  praised  for  without  personal 
danger  were  money-making  without  labor,  and 
knavery  in  the  spheres  of  peddling,  manufactur- 
ing gilt  jewelry,  compounding  patent  medicines, 
and  the  like.  As  to  statesmanship,  philosophy, 
literature,  learning,  science,  or  art,  any  advances 
or  proficiency  in  these  it  was  universally  claim- 
ed were  only  derived  or  copied  from  the  savans 
of  Europe  or  of  the  Confederate  States, 

The  almost  universal  impression  has  been 
that  "the  Yankees"  could  only  fight  under  the 
protection  of  their  gun-boats,  or  with  a  numer- 
ical force  double  that  of  their  antagonists  ;  and 
not  vmtil  the  successes  of  Vicksburg  and  Gettys- 
burg has  this  conviction  been  at  all  shaken. 

The  general  estimate  of  the  chances  for  the 
South  in  this  matter  may  be  thus  briefly  stated : 
If  a  compromise  candidate  or  even  a  War  Dem- 
ocrat is  elected,  there  will  be  a  show  of  war,  but 
only  a  show,  and  then  a  peace  will  be  concluded 
on  the  basis  of  two  Governments.  If  another 
war  or  Anti-Slavery  candidate  is  chosen  the  old 
army  of  office-holders  and  Government  contract- 
ors will  be  ejected,  and  the  new  and  successful 
aspirants  for  their  vacant  places  will  succeed  in 
prolonging  the  war  for  their  own  advantage. 
Then,  as  Micawber  says,  "  something  will  turn 
up,"  and  recognition  abroad  or  dissatisfaction 
at  home  will  give  victory  to  the  Confederacy. 
But  if  Lincoln  is  elected  all  hope  for  the  Con- 
federacy is  dead. 

Do  you  ask  me  whether  we  feel  the  war  much 
yet?  Hardly,  in  our  pockets.  The  Govern- 
ment has  spent  such  enormous  sums  that  money 
is  very  plenty,  but  is  principally  in  the  hands 
of  producers  of  surplus  provisions,  contractors, 
speculators,  and  manufacturers.  Shop-keepers 
are  as  a  class  abolished ;  their  stores  are  closed, 
and,  as  such,  they  can  not  operate. 

I  have  said  that  I  was  in  Macon  on  the  3d  of 
March,  and  perhaps  I  can  not  give  you  abetter  im- 
pression of  how  a  business  town  now  appears  than 
by  telling  you  what  I  saw  and  experienced  there. 

The  cotton  warehouses  are  loaded,  I  may  say 
densely  packed  and  overflowing.  The  cotton  in 
them  belongs  to  fixrmers,  merchants  who  have 
closed  business  and  thus  invested,  bank  and  rail- 
road corporations,  men  claiming  British,  French, 
or  German  citizenshi]),  or  speculators  who  have 
made  fortunes  since  the  war,  the  latter  of  whom 
have  largely  invested  in  land,  or  cotton,  or  city 
property,  all  the  funds  not  necessary  for  their 
business.  I  may  add,  many  of  the  above  are 
now  enjoying  the  protection  which  a  Northern 
residence  affords  them,  and  arc  to  be  found  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  otlicr  cities  of  the 
loyal  States.  I  found  about  half  of  the  mer- 
cantile houses  closed  entirely  and  not  used  at 
all.  Of  the  remainder  half  may  be  said  to  be 
filled  with  cotton  or  tobacco  on  storage,  and  the 
few  otliers  about  half  open,  presenting  much 
such  an  appearance  as  stores  partially  open  on 
Sunday  here  present.  Of  articles  to  be  sold 
there  was  to  be  found  about  a  twentieth  part  of 


234 


IIAKPEK'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


the  variety  that  could  formerly  be  obtained.  The 
merchants  are  without  clerks  and  entirely  indif- 
ferent as  to  whether  they  sell  or  not,  generally 
seeming  to  prefer  the  articles  on  liand  to  Con- 
federate money  at  any  jjrice. 

My  wife,  who  before  the  war  was  accustomed 
to  every  luxury,  and  always  made  her  Northern 
shop])ing  tour  annually,  had  not  purchased  since 
the  war  a  single  dress,  but  was  now  extravagant 
enough  to  demand  calico  for  one  only.  I  pur- 
chased accordingly  some  artictes  for  her,  and 
here,  with  some  annotations,  is  the  l)ill  which  I 
paid  : 

10  yds-,  [iiarroic]  prints  [J  iin'dr,  said  to  he  English,  block- 
ade ;  hut  on  examination  bearing  the  label  ••'  Spragiu\^ 

narrow  prints"]^  $S  50  per  yd $S5  00 

20  yds.  [course]  muslin,  $15  per  yd 300  00 

10  yds.  [coarse  poor']  challis,  $18  per  yd ISO  00 

3  spools  Coates's  thread,  $3  per  spool 9  00 

1  [nari'oiv  ribbon]  cravat 3  75 

1  card  hooks  and  eyes  [j^oor  quality] 3  00 

1  Ismail  coarse]  liuen  hdkf 5  00 

2  slate  pencils 5  00 

$590  75 

Having  traded  to  my  satisfaction,  I  went  to 
look  at  the  mechanics'  shops.  These  are  closed, 
except  such  as  are  under  the  supervision  of  and 
employed  by  the  Government,  or  those  having 
Government  contracts,  who,  however,  smuggle 
in  a  little  work  for  individual  customers  or 
friends.  All  the  mechanics  thus  employed  are 
regularly  mustered  into  the  army,  and  are  de- 
tailed for  this  duty. 

The  hotels  are  unswept  and  unwashed.  The 
servants  are  few  in  number.  So  many  soldiers, 
some  sick,  some  with  neglected  wounds  remain 
in  them,  that  the  rooms  are  in  an  ill  plight  as 
to  cleanliness,  and  a  disgusting  odor  fills  them 
all.  You  register  your  name.  If  there  is  a 
room  you  get  a  portion  of  it,  and  the  whole  or 
part  of  a  bed,  by  paying  twenty  dollars.  The 
lodrjincj  is  only  ten,  but  you  must  pay  for  one 
meal  also  (tea  or  breakfast),  to  secure  it :  you 
then  receive  a  lod'fing  ticket  and  a  meal  ticket. 
You  go  to  your  room.  The  servant  apologizes 
for  the  lack  of  evenj  thing  by  saying,  "  The  sold- 
jus  done  stole  all  de  tings."  So  there  is  no  soap, 
no  bowl,  no  pitcher,  no  towel.  Half  an  inch  of 
tallow-candle  is  given  you  at  bed  time ;  you  find 
but  one  sheet  on  your  bed  and  very  scanty  cov- 
ering. If  you  ask  for  a  fire  you  pay  two  dollars 
extra.  This  is  of  course  a  wood  fire,  as  there  is 
no  transportation  for  coal.  If  you  can  sleep, 
you  do  so ;  and  then  the  following  breakfast 
awaits  you  when  you  give  up  your  ticket  at  the 
dining-room. 

Steak. — [That  is  such  beef  as  you  may  read 
of  in  liobinson  Crusoe  or  Gulli- 
ver.] 
Coffee. — [That  is  a  decoction  of  wheat,  rye, 
corn,  sweet-potatoes,  or  ground 
l)ease,  witli  sugar  from  the  bot- 
tom of  a  molasses  barrel,  nearly 
as  black  as  tar,  and  the  molas- 
ses not  being  dri])ped  out,  of 
course  wet.] 
Cork  Bread  and  butter. — [The  latter  fair.] 


The  dinner  is  of  a  piece  with  the  breakfast. 
It  would  seem  that  there  could  be  but  little 
temptation  to  visit  the  bar  where  liquors  are 
five  dollars  a  drink,  which  is  doled  out  in  a 
small  wine-glass,  no  man  being  allowed  to  help 
himself. 

The  private  residences  wear  the  appearance 
of  neglect ;  as  there  is  no  mechanical  labor  at 
command  there  are  no  repairs.  All  additions 
or  alterations  commenced  before  the  war  remain 
just  as  they  then  were.  The  streets  are  not 
swept,  and  are  also  neglected  as  to  repairs,  but 
crowded  with  a  motley  assemblage  of  refugees 
from  the  conquered  portions  of  different  States, 
who  wander  about  almost  without  the  means  of 
living ;  for  many  of  these  once  ricli  are  now 
nearly  beggars.  I  saw  several  from  Charleston, 
Savannah,  etc.,  in  rags,  and  only  saved  from 
starvation  by  a  State  fund  appropriated  to  the 
sustenance  of  poor  soldiers'  families  and  tlie  dis- 
tressed generally.  The  universal  dress  is  a  home- 
made jean  with  shoes  of  cloth  uppers  and  wood- 
en soles.  I  visited  a  large  house,  almost  the 
only  manufactory  I  saw  in  the  South  that  is 
not  working  for  the  Government,  where  they 
make  ladies'  shoes  with  patent  cloth  uppers  and 
leather  single  soles  that  are  readily  bought  at 
from  thirty  to  forty  dollars  per  pair. 

I  might  go  on  thus  to  sketch  for  you  the  as- 
pect of  Southern  towns  and  Dixie's  land  gener- 
ally, but  have  tidked  longer  now  than  I  intend- 
ed, and  will  close  by  giving  j'ou,  as  I  promised, 
a  glimpse  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Ames,  as  I  left  him 
a  few  weeks  ago. 

His  workmen  have  increased,  as  he  now  owns 
twenty-four  laborers.  All  his  horses,  mules, 
and  stock,  save  those  actually  used  in  the  tillage 
of  his  land,  are  impressed. 

You  ask  how  is  this  impressment  conducted  ? 
Tiius :  The  country  is  divided  into  districts,  over 
each  of  which  an  imjiressing  agent  is  appointed. 
These  are  ordered  from  time  to  time  to  take 
such  property  as  is  not  actually  necessary  for  the 
sustenance  of  families.  The  prices  are  fixed  by 
two  Commissioners,  one  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  one  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment. These  Commissioners  meet  every  month 
and  assign  the  prices  that  the  agents  subject  to 
them  shall  give  for  impressed  property.  The 
agents  then  are  furnished  Avith  money,  or,  at  the 
option  of  the  owner  of  the  goods,  give  a  certifi- 
cate payable  in  scrip.  These  agents  are  also  in- 
structed to  purchase  if  they  can  at  the  same 
prices,  and  not  to  impress  unless  no  purchase 
can  be  effected  otherwise.  If  it  is  suspected 
that  property  is  secreted,  or  its  amount  under-— 
estimated  by  the  owner,  his  premises  are  most 
thoroughly  searched. 

My  friend  has  thus  had  all  of  his  horses  im- 
pressed. He  is  allowed  by  law  to  plant  only 
three  acres  of  cotton.  All  his  meat  (bacon) 
over  one-half  the  usual  allowance  for  his  ne- 
groes has  been  impressed.  All  his  cattle,  ex- 
cept oxen  actually  used  on  his  farm  and  milch 
cows  actvalhi  now  giving  milk,  and  all  other 
cattle   except   sucking-calves,  were    impressed. 


OLD  LAMPS  FOR  NEW. 


235 


Pie  is  unable  to  obtain  more  than  half  the  iron 
requisite  for  his  plow-work. 

His  negroes  have  not  for  four  years  had  a  sin- 
gle blanket,  but  for  a  substitute  a  loose  spongy 
fabric  of  home-made  cotton.  One  of  these  poor 
substitutes  for  blankets  is  given  each  year  to 
every  adult  negro.  The  children  have  none. 
He  and  his  immediate  family  have  only  such 
clothing  as  they  make  from  the  fabric  produced 
on  their  own  wheels  and  looms  introduced  in 
18G1  and  18G2.  As  they  have  no  sheep  they 
have  no  wool  for  blankets  or  aught  else. 

Besides  these  privations  my  friend  suffers  all 
the  depression  of  spirits  arising  from  the  over- 
throw of  all  his  plans  for  future  life.  Instead 
of  riches  and  luxury,  poverty  and  distress  are 
before  him.     His  property  is  consumed  by  tax- 


Eiglit  hundred  acres  of  land 

Twenty-four  laborers  at  $4000  apiece 

Twenty  other  servants  at  $1500  each 

Horses  none,  all  impressed. 

Cattle  and  hogs 

Farming  utensils 

Total  value  of  his  pi'operty  now. 


ation,  his  servants  are  a  burden,  he  has  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  educating  his  children  or  of 
foreign  travel.  He  was  intending  to  erect  a 
pleasant  dwelling,  the  old  home  of  his  family 
being  much  dilapidated ;  this  intention  he  will 
never  fulfill  or  his  expectations  of  a  comfortable 
living  in  his  old  age.  As  he  now  considers  the 
rebellion  a  failure,  and  has  given  up  all  Jiopes 
of  success  under  the  present  tyranny,  he  sees 
nothing  before  him  but  distress ;  and  the  pre- 
mature whiteness  of  his  locks  reveals  that  there 
are  secret  corroding  griefs  within  his  heart  that 
he  dares  not  utter. 

As  I  have  shown  you  what  he  was  worth  fif- 
teen years  since  I  will  furnish  an  estimate  of  his 
present  possessions,  reckoned  in  Confederate 
money  and  in  gold.     ^ 

In  Confedernte  Money.  In  Gold. 

$40,000       $114:J 

90,000       2T42 

30,00;)       .    8G0 


4,000 
2,500 


114 
71 


$1T'2,5U0      $4930 


If  we  subtract  from  this  the  value  at  which 
we  have  put  his  slaves,  which  Mr.  Ames  says 
are  not  now  worth  to  him  a  cent,  and  he  believes 
will  soon  be  free,  the  property  that  fifteen  years 
ago  was  worth  in  gold  $28,250  has  dwindled 
down  to  $1328,  while  under  good  care  and  with 
hard  and  persevering  toil  expended  upon  it. 

While  his  income  is  now  .small,  the  little  cot- 
ton he  does  raise  lying  in  his  gin-house,  and  lia- 
ble any  day  to  be  burned  by  Confederate  scouts 
to  keep  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Yankees,  he  must  pay  for  iron  to  mend  his  tools 
$5  per  pound ;  for  cotton  cards,  $00  per  pair ; 
for  a  hat,  $50  ;  for  salt,  $150  per  sack  if  "  Liv- 
erpool;"  if  "coast,"  $70  per  100  pounds. 


If  he  should  send  a  child  to  school,  he  must 
pay  $60  per  month  for  its  board  and  $150  for 
its  tuition.  He  has  no  opportunity  or  means  to 
repair  his  furniture  and  the  natural  wear  and 
tear  of  all  household  articles.  His  last  carpet, 
being  first  cut  into  pieces  two  yards  long  by  one 
yard  wide,  has  gone  where  all  his  blankets  and 
most  of  his  coverlets  have  gone,  to  eke  out  the 
limited  blankets  of  the  soldiers ;  while  his  own 
misery  is  enhanced  by  the  reflection  that  it  is 
shared  by  most  of  his  acquaintances  and  friends, 
and  that  through  the  agency  of  demagogues  his 
much-loved  native  land  lies  desolate  and  mourn- 
ing. The  case  of  my  friend  Mr.  Ames  is  a 
type  of  the  whole  South. 
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AN  untutored  instinct,  be  it  of  the  child,  the 
barbarian,  or  the  man  advanced  only  into 
an  imperfect  civilization,  loves  and  values  things 
evident,  largely  outlined  ;  height,  breadth,  vast- 
ness,  strength,  swiftness,  glowing  color,  joy,  and 
the  present  instant ;  almost  to  exclusion  of  shad- 
ows, sorrows,  waiting,  things  homely  and  mi- 
nute; finds  expression  in  a  monstrous  mytholo- 
gy, in  prodigious  gateway  and  pillar,  and  miles 
of  obelisks  still  now  with  an  unutterable  desola- 
tion amidst  the  piling  sand,  in  tlie  marvels  of  a 
literature  where  was  much  enchantment  and  no 
everyday  living,  in  the  brawn  and  muscle  of  a 
Coeur  Dc  Lion,  in  the  annals  of  a  time  when 
there  were  courts  and  titles  of  an  astounding  as- 
sumption, but  no  people,  unless  numbers  chanced 
to  give  these  fractional  bits  of  dull  humanity 
such  respectability  as  attaches  to  a  herd,  or  the 
camdlk^  in  the  nursery  growth  of  bean  stalks 
and  the  strides  of  seven-league  boots,  in  the  veiy 
baby  clutching  at  the  cruel  flame  and  careless 
of  eyes  soft  with  mother  love. 

Every  where  is,  and  has  been,  imaged  forth 


a  deeper  and  sweeter  wisdom ;  in  the  patience 
of  the  sky,  in  the  peace  of  the  mountains,  in  the 
elaboration  of  the  mosses,  in  rising  mist  and 
floating  cloud  and  faithful  seasons.  There  came, 
too,  a  time  when  things  insignificant,  in  the 
"widow's  mite"  and  the  "cuj)  of  cold  water," 
had  their  spoken  evangel ;  and  to  sorrow  and 
patience  was  affixed  a  priceless  value :  but  the 
dead  centuries  have  been  at  all  times  slow  of 
heart  and  dull  of  car,  rebellious  or  in  hot  haste, 
and  so  recked  little  of  the  sweet  voices  and  quiet 
teachings ;  while  we — certainly  our  matured  civ- 
ilization is  the  apotheosis  of  many  a  sober-hued 
power  and  princii)le  down-trodden  in  the  dust 
of  the  old  times — we  have  the  word  smoothly  on 
our  lips  and  blazoned  over  our  door-j)Osts,  and 
as  for  our  hearts,  these  are  days  of  much  deli- 
cacy and  fine  feeling,  and  a  most  com])rchensive 
charity,  and  every  man,  like  Cain,  is  his  own 
keeper.  We  proclaim  the  microscope  with  the 
telescope;  we  deal  much  with  first  causes;  we 
are  fond  of  digging  after  that  well  where  truth 
lies  hidden,  and  accomplish  a  vast  deal  of  sifting 
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and  analyzing?.  We  are  exceedingly  wide-awake 
about  pretension  ;  we  weigh  creeds  with  curious 
nicety,  and  a  cold  tolerance  that  is  sublime,  and 
are  very  exact  about  the  component  parts.  We 
are  wise  in  our  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  our 
own  sight.  We  smile  at  the  coarse  sense  that 
found  power  in  the  infraction  rather  than  the 
observance  of  nature's  laws,  with  its  bulky  genii 
and  mushroom  palaces.  AVe,  too,  have  our 
genii  slaves  of  the  lamp  and  of  the  ring,  but 
creations  not  of  an  ignorant  faith  but  of  the 
science  after  whose  canons  we  hold  them ;  genii 
that  can  be  weighed,  and  bottled,  and  demon- 
strated ;  in  their  very  incorporeal  natures  trib- 
utes to  the  hard  practicality  that  made  out  the 
spell  with  which  to  conjure  them,  and  drag- 
ging them  at  its  chariot  wheels  has  subjugated 
the  whole  earth ;  colossal  slaves  ■working  mar- 
vels past  those  of  fairy-lore,  yet  reducible  to 
figures,  best  expressed  in  that  one,  two,  three, 
four,  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  nine,  on  which 
Gradgrind  takes  his  stand,  and  in  which  he  puts 
his  trust  as  the  one  fact  in  a  crack-brained 
world. 

But  the  wise  old  Easterns  held  their  genii  in 
bondage.  The  fisherman  must  needs  clap  the 
cover  on  his  for  his  life.  Aladdin  commanded 
his  hideous  servants  as  slaves  of  the  lamp,  and 
him  who  held  the  lamp ;  and  they  and  the  pal- 
ace, with  its  dome  and  its  windows  imbedded  in 
gems,  and  the  rest  of  the  interminable  and  some- 
what tiresome  splendors,  were  but  so  many  acci- 
dents, consequent  on  the  old  brass  lamp  on  the 
cornice ;  but  we  are  prone  to  bow  down  before 
our  genii  and  ignore  the  talisman.  We  pant- 
ingly  proclaim  that  this  is  tlie  century  and  steam 
is  its  prophet,  and  stunned  by  the  thunder  and 
splendor  of  our  going  forget  the  tea-kettle  from 
which  we  started.  We  applaud  the  eftect,  and 
overlook  or  despise  the  cause.  We  make  success 
the  cardinal  virtue,  and  electricity,  in  a  manner, 
the  object  of  the  age.  We  have  with  much  ado 
spelled  out  the  rocky  pages  of  the  earth's  story, 
the  colossal  plan  blocked  out  in  space  with  a  vast- 
ness  inconceivable,  ages  on  ages  of  silence  and 
dimness,  ages  on  ages  of  monstrous  growth  and 
still  more  monstrous  life,  slow  deposit,  tumultu- 
ous upheaval,  fire  and  flood  evoked  from  chaos, 
disorder,  riot,  and  death  made  to  work  harmony 
and  life,  cycles  of  a  gradual  maturing  to  perfec- 
tion, to  lose  the  lesson  of  so  vast  a  patience  in 
the  thought  of  the  wisdom  that  can  read  the 
cipher.  We  have  overthrown  the  giant  Igno- 
rance, we  have  beaten  back  the  dragon  Preju- 
dice, the  castle-gates  fly  open  at  our  touch,  and 
we  stand  before  the  heaped-up  treasure,  or  the 
lovely  princess,  lost  in  an  idiotic  admiration  of 
the  key  that  turned  the  wards,  or  the  sword  that 
cleft  the  monsters  in  twain. 

Always  with  us  it  is  the  spell  of  power  forgot- 
ten, for  the  quaint  blazoning  on  the  vellum,  the 
monarch  for  the  jeweled  clasps  on  his  robe,  pur- 
ple peak  and  smiling  land  cut  off  by  the  bare 
hill-side  in  closer  neighborhood.  The  diflcr- 
ence  between  our  age  find  the  times  past  is  sim- 
ply told.     They  set  a  clumsy  hoof  of  Ignorance 


on  quiet  power  and  low-voiced  virtues ;  we,  hav- 
ing an  eye  to  profit,  use  them  first.  We!  on 
faith  of  the  grammar  a  plural  pronoun,  mascu- 
line or  feminine ;  but  here  I  edge  off  gingerly 
from  the  masculine  segment  as  one  having  a 
due  humility,  and  small  desire  to  exercise  my- 
self with  matters  too  lofty  for  me.  Grant  that 
my  lords  being  undazzled  and  right  judging,  go 
hunting  as  did  Aladdin,  putting  their  trust  in 
the  talisman  and  not  in  the  genii.  Go,  mes- 
sieurs !  and  hon  voyage.  It  is  for  the  Badroul 
Bondours  that  I  am  knotting  the  cords  of  my 
whip,  the  idle  princesses  to  whom  it  is  not  given 
to  ride  down  grain  fields  and  beat  the  jungle  for 
tigers,  And  who,  looking  from  behind  gilded  lat- 
tices at  the  whirl  and  rush  of  the  city  surging  up 
against  the  gates  of  the  quiet  palace,  catch  the 
infection  of  its  mad  tumult  and  betake  them- 
selves to  that  trade  of  mischief  of  such  doubtful 
patronage  according  to  Dr.  Watts. 

For,  when  Badroul  Bondour's  eyebrows  were 
done  to  a  shade  (is  it  not  written  in  the  chron- 
icles of  every  nursery  ?),  and  her  finger  tips  to 
proper  depths  of  henna,  when  she  had  tried  on 
the  peach-blossom  trowsers  and  her  last  new 
shawl,  boxed  her  slave's  ears,  admired  the  dome 
and  the  twenty-four  windows  for  the  hundredth 
time,  laughed  at  the  fat  old  vizier  waddling  in 
at  the  gate  of  the  Sultan  her  father,  and  gently 
fretted  because  Aladdin  was  so  fond  of  that 
tiresome  hunting,  she  must  needs  take  to  bar- 
gaining, and  sell  old  lamps  for  new.  Poor 
little  princess !  she  kvew  nothing  of  the  talis- 
man, and  though  some  women  may  achieve 
logic,  and  many  have  logic  thrust  npon  them,  I 
think  few  are  born  logical.  "  Brass,  ergo  worth- 
less," M'as  her  reasoning.  It  was  left  for  the  ma- 
gician to  divine  that  in  a  palace  whose  meanest 
furnishings  were  gold  and  silver,  a  brass  lamp 
must  be  the  talisman ;  and  as  in  the  days  of 
Aladdin,  so  we  find  it  now.  There  are  many 
Badroul  Bondours  ;  there  is  much  of  this  chaf- 
fering. The  sales  are  not  quoted  in  money 
columns ;  they  are  not  entered  in  revenue  re- 
ports ;  there  are  no  signs,  no  advertisements,  of 
the  times  and  places  when  "old  lamps  Avill  be 
sold  for  new;"  yet  is  the  business  miserably 
brisk  notwithstanding,  and  I  suppose  there  is 
no  one  branch  of  commerce  of  so  reverend  an 
antiquity,  seeing  that  the  first  sale  on  record 
was  that  famous  one  made  by  Madam  Eve; 
while  it  has  always  been  a  notable  peculiarity 
of  such  bargains  from  her  time  down,  that  one 
once  made,  you  can  never  have  done  Avith  it, 
since  it  is  not  so  much  a  pact,  closed,  sealed, 
for  which  you  can  take  your  whipping,  wash 
your  hands,  and  go  about  your  business,  as  the 
initial  of  a  doleful  infinite  series. 

You  may  know  the  victims  by  their  anxious 
faces.  Does  Mrs.  Crcame  Syllabub  image  self- 
content  in  her  look  ?  Do  you  find  peace  in  her 
household?  Has  the  Syllabub  family,  in  your 
thought,  a  funded  interest  in  common-sense, 
unselfishness,  hapi)iness,  self-respect?  or  have 
they  rather  the  air  of  a  company  of  speculators, 
whose  capital,  if  any,  is  certainly  floating  ?  the 
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restlessness,  and  outlooking  eyes  of  those  who 
think  of  expedients  rather  than  resources  ? 

The  Syllabub  Lares  and  Penates,  in  place  of 
sitting  cannily  about  the  hearth,  show  a  clean 
pair  of  heels,  and  you  may  always  find  the  en- 
tire family  in  full  cry  after  them,  in  almost  any 
conceivable  spot  outside  of  home.  The  Sylla- 
bub home  is  the  supposed  focus  of  all  the  nei<];h- 
boring  spy-glasses ;  the  Syllabub  life  is  a  per- 
petual dress  parade,  carried  on  with  an  ever- 
])resent  consciousness  of  a  gossip's  court  of  in- 
(luiry  always  in  session,  and  nervous  about  their 
verdict.  Paterfamilias,  who  had  once  ways  of 
his  own,  is  held  in  bondage  of  the  Tartes  across 
the  way ;  the  Mesdemoiselles  Syllabub  have 
their  gowns  cut  with  reference  to  Mrs.  Apricot, 
the  second  door  below;  the  entire  family  live, 
as  it  were,  on  inspection,  and  under  fire ;  for 
the  street,  the  neighbors,  any  body  but  them- 
selves and  each  other.  It  has  been  thought 
sufficiently  difficult  to  suit  one's  self,  but  these 
martyrs  wear  out  existence  in  the  hopeless  at- 
tempt to  please  Mrs.  T m,  D k,  H y. 

Extremes  meet.  Here  are  mortals  whose  aims 
are  so  narrow  that  they  are  merged  in  a  chaotic 
liberality ;  whose  selfishness,  in  virtue  of  its 
very  intensity,  becomes  an  idiotic  disinterested- 
ness. 

Who  will  tell  the  shrewd  storv  of  the  old  man 
carrying  the  ass  to  market,  after  the  manner 
of  an  engraver,  and  send  it  finely  framed  to 
Mrs.  Syllabub?  I  can  fancy  the  dear  woman's 
comroent  on  the  frame.  The  point  is  beyond 
her.  She  would  be  quite  certain  that  no  man 
could  have  been  so  stujjid,  and  will  never  know 
why  all  the  world  laughs ;  and  yet,  in  the  years 
long  past,  there  was  the  old  lamp  on  the  cor- 
nice, and  the  genii  waiting  her  touch.  There 
was  possible  for  her  a  patience  so  sweet,  a  sym- 
pathy so  ready,  a  thought  so  unselfish,  a  gentle- 
ness and  purity  so  entire,  that  the  very  atmos- 
phere of  her  house  should  have  been  a  rest  and 
a  delight ;  possible  for  her,  for  any  woman,  be- 
cause such  patience  and  purity  is  not  in  us,  nor 
of  us,  but  shines  through  us ;  and  to  become 
mediums  of  the  heavenly  light  needs  no  n:ightier 
power  than  that  of  an  earnest  and  honest  prayer; 
and  the  talisman  was  in  her  hands,  left  there 
])erforce  ;  for  our  Aladdins  can  not  button  it  in 
their  waistcoat  pockets,  but  must  leave  it  on  the 
cornice;  but  perhaps  she  knew  nothing  of  its 
powers,  or  perchance  she  had  nerves,  and  the 
genii  were  too  much  for  them.  Doubtless  the 
copper  lamp  was  better  to  her  taste,  or,  like 
Badroul  Bondour,  she  gave  the  matter  only  the 
weight  of  an  idle  jest.  Let  us  not  be  too  bitter 
against  the  little  woman.  The  household  vir- 
tues areijilent  and  shamefaced,  and  their  minis- 
tration that  of  little  things,  and  often  unguessed 
at ;  and  for  such  the  age  has  much  paying  of 
vows  and  offering  of  fealty,  but  little  practical 
loyalty  ;  and  all  the  while  goes  on  the  whirl,  and 
the  dazzle,  and  the  tumult,  fevering  steadier 
pulses,  and  turning  stronger  heads  than  Mrs. 
Syllabub's. 

Moreover,  in  the  event  of  her  condemnation. 
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who  is  to  throw  the  first  stone?  For  my  own 
part  I  will  not  dare  affirm  that  I  speak  not  out 
of  a  bitter  practical  experience,  and  thnt  the 
whip  with  which  I  had  been  administering  on 
her  white  shoulders,  has  not  first  descended  on 
my  own,  in  the  privacy  of  my  closet;  and  I 
know  that  you  shall  find  the  copper  things  in 
the  best  houses,  and  the  mem.  "  Old  lamps  for 
new"  the  most  frequent  entry  in  your  friends' 
account  books,  if  they  be  honestly  kept. 

Penelope  vows  that  Mrs.  Syllabub,  having  no 
ear  for  minor  chords,  has  warped  a  noble  har- 
mony into  a  barren  roundelay,  and  goes  about 
in  a  perpetual  discontent  at  finding  herself  out 
of  tune  with  the  universe;  but  has  not  Mrs, 
Penelope  herself  exchanged  an  old  lamp  for  a 
new? 

It  is  held  as  an  article  of  faith  among  her 
friends  that  somewhere,  in  a  remote  section  of 
the  Penelope  mansion,  are  children ;  accepted 
not  on  testimony  of  Mrs.  Penelope's  manner  and 
conversation,  biit  as  a  discovery  of  some  one 
who  has  stumbled  on  them ;  perhaps  through 
an  indiscretion  of  Mr.  Penelope,  who  is  under- 
stood to  have  a  weakness  for  them ;  a  far-off' 
fact  like  the  North  Pole,  no  more  aff'ecting  the 
Penelope  life  and  circle  than  the  existence  of  a 
herd  of  young  walruses ;  yet  is  her  nursery  to  a 
wise  Penelope  her  studio,  where  she  moulds 
little  plastic  hearts,  her  eyes  on  a  divine  model 
of  excellence,  her  garden  where  she  tends  the 
healthy  growth  of  her  tender  plants  ;  her  work- 
room where,  hour  by  hour,  she  weaves  young 
hearts  and  sad  ones  together,  her  own  thought 
and  desire  with  small  hopes  and  pleasures,  quaint 
questionings  and  droll  terrors,  vt^ith  gentlest  teach- 
ings and  sweetest  wisdom,  after  the  pattern  of 
love ;  while  the  old  lamp  on  the  cornice  burns 
with  the  soft  steady  flame  of  an  unceasing  vigi- 
lance, and  the  gentle  slaves  of  the  lamp  help  on 
web  and  woof  with  busy  fingers,  for  there  is 
need  of  diligence  when  there  is  given  for  such 
labor  but  the  little  time  of  childhood. 

Woven  the  web  will  be!  If  not  by  motncr 
fingers,  then  by  those  of  hirelings  and  strangers  ; 
and  let  Mrs.  Penelope  know  as  little  as  she  will 
of  what  weaving  goes  on  in  the  nursery,  and 
how  flies  the  spindle,  yet  must  she  wear  the 
woof  sooner  or  later,  and  her  household  be 
clothed  with  it  perforce.  Ah,  fair  Mrs.  Penel- 
ope! chatting  gayly  over  your  copper  lamps,  I 
am  miserably  afraid  for  you,  lest  in  the  dark 
days  you  should  sadly  miss  that  soft  flame 
streaming  from  the  cornice. 

Old  lamps  for  new !  the  sales  go  bravely  on  ; 
there  is  my  poor  May  Lillian,  a  sweet-lipped, 
soft-eyed  baby,  grown  to  a  woman's  height  and 
air,  but  a  baby  upon  my  honor,  nothing  more ; 
to  whom  one  forgave  the  coquetries  of  her  fan 
and  eyes,  the  gravity  of  her  chatter  on  cherry 
bodies  and  Faust,  and  the  weight  of  her  stress 
on  perfumed  nothings,  because  the  alchemy  of 
her  loveliness  made  even  absurdity  tolerable  in 
her.  Verily  upon  the  children  are  visited  the 
sins  of  the  fathers.  The  talisman  had  lain  un- 
heeded on  the  cornice,  and  she,  thinking  it  a 
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thing  worthless,  gave  it  gladly,  and  the  world  is 
not  done  talking  yet  of  her  great  new  copper 
lamp,  finely  burnished  and  bearing  the  device 
un  bon  parti. 

Rosy  Mauds  and  Marians  find  their  eyes  quite 
put  out  by  its  dazzle,  and  pout  in  envious  ad- 
miration ;  but,  dear  May  Lillian,  the  Mauds  and 
Marians  do  but  wave  you  off  on  Life's  journey, 
and  toss  roses  after  you ;  and  the  flowers  are 
trampled  into  the  dust,  and  they  and  their  ad- 
miration will  soon  be  for  you  a  thing  forgotten, 
or  carelessly  remembered  ;  and  then —  In  the 
story,  wherever  in  the  charmed  ring  the  flame 
died  down,  pressed  in  the  Powers  of  Darkness  at 
the  gap ;  and  if  in  your  home  circle  burns  not 
that  lamp  of  love,  despised  of  your  ignorance, 
poor  child !  what  evil  and  dreadful  faces  will 
not  look  in  upon  you?  Playtime  is  done  for 
you,  and  when  necessity  sets  you  down  at  the 
puzzle  of  existence,  you  may  cry  out  your  pret- 
ty eyes  over  it,  but  if  you  have  not  that  light  you 
will  never  make  it  out.  You  have  bartered 
your  talisman,  and  there  are  tasks  before  you 
for  which  its  genii  alone  are  able ;  legends 
which  they  alone  can  read,  gates  fast-barred  that 
they  alone  may  open,  a  paradise  of  which  you 
have  thrown  away  the  key.  Henceforth  your 
life  will  be  for  you  a  harp  without  the  skillful 
hand,  a  cipher  lacking  a  translator,  a  wearing, 
meaningless,  but  very  actual  and  present  pain, 
that  will  not  be  conjured  down  by  "^m  bon 
parii,^^  that  potent. spell  with  Mauds  and  Mari- 
ans, and  poor,  dainty,  mistaken  little  Mays. 

The  old  lamp  on  the  cornice  sheds  always  a 
soft  and  tranquil  light,  brightening  the  entire 
household,  and  reflected  in  the  look  of  its  every 
member,  and  the  working  thereof  is  harmony 
and  rest,  fruit  of  the  gentle  magic  of  the  Slaves 
of  the  Lamp ;  but  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Arachne 
I  find  no  trace  of  such  ministration,  only  proofs 
many  that  she  and  hers  are  slaves  to  a  lamp, 
and  held  of  it  in  bondage.  Mrs.  Arachne  is  a 
woman  of  consistency,  and  reverses  an  entire 
existence  to  be  in  harmony  with  her  first  mis- 
take. Houses,  and  cai'pets,  and  chairs,  and 
curtains,  and  clothes  were  made  lest  life  should 
be  fretted  and  warped  away  fro'm  noble  aims 
for  lack  of  comforts.  She  frets  and  warps  life 
from  both  rest  and  nobility  that  house,  and 
chairs,  and  carpets,  and  curtains,  and  clothes 
may  be  uninjured. 

Mr.  Arachne  stretches  not  his  legs  into  such 
postures  of  ease  as  his  soul  loveth,  having  the 
fear  of  cushions  and  mantles  and  Mrs.  Arachne 
before  his  eyes.  He  taketh  no  post-prandial 
smoke,  in  consideration  of  the  curtains,  and  in- 
clineth  never  his  head  backward,  having  a  sav- 
ing regard  for  the  "  tidy."  He  sitteth  mournful 
and  upright  in  a  clean  desert,  with  his  papers, 
his  pet-book,  on  the  top  shelf,  his  boots  in  the 
closet,  his  "  daily"  folded  and  laid  away.  For 
their  possession  he  plans  long  and  deeply ;  but 
so  involved  are  Mrs.  Arachne's  drawing-rooms, 
dining-room,  library,  sleeping-rooms,  with  screen 
and  cover,  gauze  and  anti-Macassars  that,  though 
he  con  her  by-laws  never  so  diligently,  taking 


them  as  is  enjoined,  "line  upon  line,  precept 
upon  precept,  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little," 
he  can  hardly  go  amiss  of  a  lecture. 

There  is  no  pleasure  entertained  of  Mrs. 
Arachne  that  can  damage  the  stair-carpets,  or 
break  the  china ;  no  comforts  hard  on  damask, 
no  sports  prejudicial  to  the  well-being  of  small 
frocks  and  trowsers,  or  entailing  scrubbing,  no 
jests,  no  home  ease,  no  little  ways  deranging 
chairs  and  tables ;  and  argument  with  Mrs. 
Arachne  is  of  small  use  since  her  besetting  folly 
is  a  sham  virtue.  Your  honest  vice,  when  fair- 
ly unmasked,  will  sneak  away  to  its  kind,  but 
your  sham  virtue,  presuming  on  the  cut  of  its 
features,  is  loud-voiced,  open-mouthed,  and  al- 
most inevitably  talks  you  dumb  :  so  if  it  chance 
that  the  Arachne  sons  and  daughters,  regarding 
home  with  the  affectionate  reverence  due  to  a 
washing-tub,  and  paterfamilias,  unable  to  dis- 
connect his  wife  from  cleaning-day  (of  which  he 
entertains  a  wholesome  horror),  leave  her,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  the  chairs  and  curtains  that 
she  serves,  she  will  have  still  this  consolation, 
"They  at  least  are  as  good  as  they  were  twenty 
years  ago." 

I  confess  that  I  have  been  hesitating  over  the 
coming  paragraph,  half  afraid  to  go  further.  I 
may  preach  to  the  Mis,  Syllabubs  and  May 
Lillians,  and  crack  my  whip  boldly  enough  in 
the  ears  of  shallow  little  sinners  erring  out  of 
very  frothiness  of  spirit ;  but  what  shall  be  said 
of  Sybilla,  chaffering  on  the  steps  of  the  temple 
of  knowledge  itself?  The  rest  of  my  fellow- 
penitents,  judging  only  on  the  surface,  and  seeing 
tinsel,  and  hearing  clap-trap,  accepted  the  tinsel 
as  gold,  the  clap-trap  as  an  oracle ;  but  Sybilla 
has  divined  Life's  meaning  (Mrs.  Penelope  has 
yet  to  learn  that  it  has  one),  she  has  summoned 
the  Slaves  of  the  Lamp,  she  has  been  with  them 
in  the  hidden  gardens  of  Truth,  she  takes  the 
tumult  and  glitter  about  her  at  its  just  value, 
yet  wears  the  tinsel  and  ^vrites  the  clap-trap, 
sneering  the  while. 

"  Soyez  de  votre  Steele,''''  she  is  fond  of  saying, 
with  a  shrug.  "If  the  age  demands  tinsel  and 
clap-trap  what  would  you  have?  I  know,  no 
one  better,  that  the  M-orld  is  not  done  in  rouge 
and  lampblack  ;  that  a  scoundrel,  who  does  evil 
as  the  devils  do  for  the  love  of  it  alone,  and  who 
plans  his  wickedness  deliberately  and  confesses 
it  to  himself  (the  last  one  in  whom  we  are  apt 
to  confide),  is  a  libel  on  nature ;  that  a  board- 
ing-school girl,  as  a  rule,  can't  sight  a  rifle,  take 
in  sail,  scull  off  in  a  storm  to  a  sinking  vessel 
and  save  an  entire  crew,  or  serve  the  guns  of  a 
fort,  be  the  emergency  what  it  will ;  that  a  plot 
culled  from  the  records  of  crime,  and  having  re- 
gard neither  to  truth,  probability,  morality — 
any  thing  but  sensation,  is  bad  for  the  moral 
digestion  ;  that  such  an  olla  podrida  contains  no 
more  mental  pabulum  than  the  writings  of  that 
loftier  school  which  deals  in  incident  and  de- 
scription refined  to  unintelligibility  and  essays, 
too  elegantly  written  to  admit  plain  truths ;  but 
again  I  say  what  would  you  have  ?  Is  it  I  who- 
sets  the  standard  of  popular  taste  ?     I  have  my 
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way  to  make,  and  writing  is  not  the  easy  matter 
tliat  it  was  of  old ;  then  a  story  got  over  much 
ground  by  the  aid  of  stilted  sentences,  and  had 
always  a  wizard  or  well-disposed  ghost  on  hand 
to  help  it  out  of  an  impossibility ;  but  we  are 
practical ;  we  believe  in  any  thing  that  we  can 
measure,  describe,  bisect,  subtend,  see  through 
a  glass,  or  demonstrate — nothing  else ;  so  the 
age  shuts  down  on  all  life  but  what  is  called 
real  life,  and  sends  poor  authors  out  just  the 
same  to  make  bricks  without  straw,  and  when 
it  comes  to  the  trial  people  will  have  none  of 
real  life;  for  that  is  arranged  very  much  like 
strong  lights  and  deep  shadows — in  points,  not 
masses.  In  everyday  life  the  deep  feeling  and 
the  fierce  passion  comes  but  seldom,  and  the 
ripple  and  faint  waving  outline  of  little  incident 
make  up  the  rest.  Shall  I  draw  this  life  which 
I  find  every  where  about  me,  and  a  check  at  the 
same  time  on  that  future  generation  for  whom 
we  shall  have  laid  all  the  railways,  patented  all 
the  inventions,  settled  all  the  questions  of  sci- 
ence and  politics,  and  which,  having  nothing  to 
do  but  enjoy  the  fruit  of  our  labors,  will  proba- 
bly find  time  and  inclination  to  read  my  little 
article  ?  If  the  public,  being  addicted  to  aqua 
vitse,  requires  cayenne  in  its  coffee  shall  I  prate 
to  it  about  its  digestion?  On  the  contrary,  I 
shall  bring  the  cayenne  and  write  myself  blessed 
if  I  can  but  induce  it  to  look  toward  my  tea- 
spoon. I  know  that  the  public  is  on  its  back 
now,  gasping  'Pens  off!'  that  there  arc  no  doors 
so  blocked  as  those  of  editors,  that  in  the  throng 
and  press  mere  excellence  won't  keep  an  article 
on  its  feet  an  instant.  If  you  say  this  is  to  make 
of  inspiration  a  lunacy,  I  grant  you ;  but  let  me 
tell  you,  he  or  she  who  gibbers  the  loudest  has 
the  most  chance  of  the  public  ear — if  it  is  to 
make  of  genius  the  court  fool,  why,  if  motley  be 
not  your  only  wear,  it  is  warm,  comfortable  wear 
notwithstanding.  Your  theory  is  admirable,  but 
one  must  live.  If  this  were  Utopia,  the  old  lamp 
should  never  leave  my  cornice  ;  as  it  is  the  nine- 
teenth century,  the  copper  one  is  better  suited  to 
my  purpose.  To  be  in  advance  of  the  age  one 
should  possess  a  fortune  or  a  taste  for  martyr- 
dom. I  confess  a  weakness  for  purple  and  fine 
linen." 

Alas,  Sybilla !  How  shall  I  say  to  her  that 
the  end  of  reading  and  writing  is,  ov  at  least 
should  be,  that  the  tired  man  or  weary  woman 
who  sits  down  to  essay,  poem,  or  story  should 
find  there  a  something  of  noble  incentive,  a 
thought  of  beauty,  purity,  or  heroism  to  take 
out  with  them  into  the  stir  and  turmoil  of  life, 
and  remember  savingly,  perhaps,  in  trial  or 
temptation ;  for  the  very  humblest  scribbler, 
addressing  his  or  her  work  to  the  least  intelli- 
gent class  of  readers,  by  working  in  a  truthful 
and  good-giving  spirit,  may  make  that  work 
beautiful  and  even  noble.  Doctrine  may  be 
false,  moral  erring,  the  tale  well  or  ill  told, 
successful  or  otherwise;  but  the  spirit  of  the 
writer,  subtle  as  electricity,  will  touch  spirit, 
and  consciously  or  unconsciously  influence  ev- 
ery reader.     There  is   no  more  neutrality  in 


literature  than  in  nature.  Every  line  makes 
some  one  and  something  worse  and  better,  and 
the  humblest  writer  has  a  share  in  the  tremen- 
dous responsibility  ;  for  the  point  is  not  wheth- 
er we  serve  a  battery  or  carry  a  pop-gun,  be- 
cause truth  and  falsehood  are  not  shot,  but  at- 
mospheres ;  and  to  their  very  outermost  limit 
the  possessor,  in  spite  of  himself,  blows  hot  or 
cold  on  the  thought  and  purpose  with  which  he 
comes  in  contact.  And  if  the  frothy  tide  sets 
against  us  we  may  not  stem  it,  but  need  we 
swell  it  ?  Because  we  arc  not  Samsons  to  pull 
down  the  gates  of  Gaza  by  our  single  strength, 
it  scarcely  follows  that  we  are  to  set  about  a 
temple  for  Dagon. 

And  if  this  be  true  of  all,  what  of  those  like 
Sybilla,  to  whom  it  is  given  to  stand  apart  and 
above  common  life  as  seers  and  prophets,  and 
looking  on  visions  of  beauty,  to  bring  them  to 
the  doors  of  tired,  anxious  life-strugglers,  that 
they  too  may  be  blessed  ?  If  a  Avill-o'-the-wisp 
may  lure  to  destruction,  what  of  those  stars 
that  leave  the  blue  vaults  of  heaven  to  blaze  in 
swamps  and  forests  of  death?  If  our  teachers 
show  us  a  mirage  in  place  of  Eden,  or  stammer 
when  they  should  speak  in  clear  and  certain 
tones,  who  shall  estimate  the  wrong  done  the 
starved  and  famished  souls  who  for  bread  get 
stones?  Certainly  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  sow 
small  seed  in  stony  furrows,  while  great  events 
file  by  with  blare  of  trumpets  and  "blazon  of 
banners  on  the  world's  great  highway  ;  to  weave 
the  dull  web  in  the  old  tower,  while  the  rest  go 
on  to  the  tourney ;  for  human  instinct  is  impa- 
tient of  the  justice  of  a  tombstone  or  an  obitu- 
ary, and  the  current  wisdom  of  the  world  is 
pretty  fairly  summed  in  the  proverb,  "A  bird 
in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush,"  a  boor- 
ish, shallow  wisdom,  true ;  but,  though  Faith 
heads  a  paragraph  well,  and  Patience  makes 
admirable  matter  for  the  argument  thereof,  and 
Glory  ends  it  sublimely,  yet,  at  least  in  a  wo- 
man's life.  Faith  often  can  scarce  get  a  glance 
upward  for  the  little  frets  clamoring  about  her 
feet,  and  the  even  tenor  of  Patience's  going  is 
apt  to  be  hindered  by  all  manner  of  thorny  vex- 
ations. 

Without  these  two,  suffering  borne  as  a  neces- 
sity and  not  a  lesson,  and  laI)or  done  as  labor 
without  higher  ])urpose,  simply  brutifies,  like 
the  forced  endurance  of  the  slave  under  the 
lash ;  and  so  seen  life  shows  so  bleak,  and  dull, 
and  bare  that  it  is  small  wonder  if  many  among 
us  cry  out  on  the  crainped  thought  and  narrow 
aims  of  a  woman's  life ;  and  men,  tired  with 
treachery,  and  weary  with  wrangling,  who  find 
a  woman  scheming  over  her  mantua-making,  or 
quarreling  in  her  kitchen,  or  given  over  heart 
and  soul  to  both,  point  and  sneer;  while  men 
more  generous,  knowing  that  such  things  are 
not  the  purpose  of  any  life,  think  the  fault  lies 
in  the  puddings,  and  clamor  against  the  harm- 
less paste ;  till  women's  duties  have  become  a 
perfect  tower  of  Babel,  working  little  besides  con- 
fusion of  tongues  ;  yet  to  one  removed  from  the 
turmoil  the  matter  seems  sufficiently  simple. 
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If  God  luxs  given  to  any  woman  fingers  more 
dextrous  with  the  brush  of  the  artist,  or  the  pen 
of  the  scribe,  or  the  hincet  of  the  physician  than 
with  the  needle,  the  brain  for  deep  thought  and 
patient  study,  the  soul-love  for  music,  be  the 
gift  what  it  may,  even  let  her  paint,  write,  sing, 
do  the  thing  for  which  she  was  made,  as  does 
the  bee  and  the  flower ;  and  God  bless  and  keep 
her,  for  her  tender  feet  tread  ways  that  are  hard 
for  men.  If  a  woman  has  hands  prompt  to  cut 
and  dextrous  to  sew,  an  eye  for  the  component 
j)arts  of  a  pudding,  and  an  intelligence  to  regu- 
late the  workings  of  a  household,  and  the  sew- 
ing, and  cooking,  and  system,  are  that  for  which 
she  lives,  then  are  her  aims  indeed  narrow,  and 
she  unworthy  to  be  the  mother  of  heroes;  or  if 
she  is  held  of  them  ns  a  serf,  and  makes  exist- 
ence a  perpetual  sullen  mutiny,  her  life  is  profit- 
less; but  if  she  have  eyes  to  see,  and  ears  to 
hear,  let  her  take  heart  of  grace,  and  a  lesson 
from  a  tree ;  that  at  prompting  of  the  spring 
jiushes  forth  a  leaf  bravely  here  and  another 
there,  never  bemoaning  itself  about  the  time 
needed  for  their  rounding  out,  or  taking  thought 
about  the  sap,  or  that  one  leaf  is  so  like  another, 
or  that  many  are  needed  to  mantle  it  with  ver- 
dure, or  that  they  are  on  a  different  fiishion 
from  the  oak  and  pine;  or  in  the  belief  that 
leaves  are  the  object  of  its  growing,  putting  forth 
all  its  strength  in  one  monster  leaf,  but  catches 
a  glint  of  sunshine  where  it  can,  and  treasures 
shadow  and  coolness  as  well,  to  wave  and  rustle 
them  forth  again  out  on  the  parched  and  dusty 
road,  by  which  it  stands  a  blessing  and  a  de- 
light. 

The  old  lamp  is  on  every  cornice,  even  the 
lowest.  The  genii  are  ready  at  your  touch,  and 
its  soft  flame  has  an  alchemy  that  makes  the 
dullest  duties  golden ;  and  shining  on  through 
the  dim  future  shows  you  there  the  riddle  trou- 
bling you  now  fairly  written  out  in  letters  of 
])romise.  Little  things  are  God's  levers ;  pay 
them  due  respect.  Small  duties  are  all  of  ro^-al 
birth,  kings  in  disguise,  and  be  sure  that  you 
have  a  wedding  garment,  for  you  know  not  the 
day  when  one  mny  throw  aside  his  fisher's  robes 
and  stand  before  you  Ilaroun  Al  Rascliid.  ]\Iore- 
over  good  works  and  words  and  thoughts  have  this 
pre-eminence  over  bad  and  weak  ones :  they  are 
immortal  and  life-producing.  Ever  so  little  seed, 
in  ever  so  barren  soil,  is  sure  at  last  of  a  harvest, 
and  a  joyous  one  ;  the  blessing,  however  small,  is 
always  out  at  compound  interest,  and  you  get 
the  interest  in  this  life  and  punctually ;  for 
though  individuals  may  be  knavish  it  is  aston- 
ishing how  honest  is  the  world  in  the  aggregate. 
Good  measure  of  such  measure  as  ye  mete  shall 
men  give  you,  shaken  togetiier,  pressed  down, 
and  running  over;  and  if  just  now  appreciation 
])rove  short-sighted  as  to  your  whereabouts,  why 
you  have  only  to  fall  lio])cfiilly  into  line  with 
the  poets,  the  wits,  the  leading  minds,  the  mas- 
ter spirits,  the  purest  saints  of  every  age. 

Patient  weary  workers,  in  the  nursery,  at  the 


needle,  in  the  schools,  whoever  and  wlierever 
you  may  be,  keep  your  lamp  trimmed  with  pa- 
tience, and  in  the  end  it  shall  shine  on  your  ex- 
ceeding great  reward ;  but  for  those  who  barter 
old  lamps  for  new,  the  copper  lamps  bum  with 
but  a  feeble  flicker,  and  are  soon  out;  and  is 
there  not  an  old  story  of  five  foolish  virgins  who 
were  found  without  oil  in  their  lamps? 

THE  HEART'S  LONGINGS. 

A  SLENDER  shaft  of  sunset  gold 
Came  gliding  slantwise  through  my  rooni , 
The  heartli  was  naked,  blank,  and  cold;        ^ 
The  walls  seemed  tapestried  with  gloom. 

The  clock  upon  the  mantle's  shelf 

Ticked  ever  wearily  and  slow; 
The  heart  within  my  weary  self 

Responded  feebly,  faint,  and  low. 

And  flitting  through  my  idle  brain 
Went  visions  of  the  vanished  years — 

Old  memories  of  joy  and  pain, 

And  childhood  with  its  smiles  and  tears ; 

The  hopes  which  came  with  boyhood's  time ; 

The  dreams  of  youth  so  fair  and  bright; 
And  lusty  manhood's  vigorous  prime — 

The  athlete  fitted  for  the  fight. 

And  musing  on  the  Past,  I  said: 

"  Oh  heart,  what  makes  thee  beat  so  low !  — 
Are  all  thy  hopes,  long  cherished,  dead? 

What  useful  longings  fill  thee  now.^" 

And  from  within  a  voice  replied : 

"Oh  give  me  back  the  smiles  and  tears 

Of  childhood,  and  from  far  and  wide 
The  scattered  hopes  of  boyhood's  years ! 

"Oh  give  me  back  the  dreams  of  youth. 

The  friends  who  gathered  round  me  then, 
The  early  freshness  and  the  truth 
Which  doubted  not  my  fellow-men ! 

""\Miere  are  the  castles  that  I  reared. 

And  where  the  fame  I  thought  to  find  ? 
My  boy-wreath's  once  green  leaves  are  seared 
By  Disappointment  s  frosty  wind. 

"Where  are  the  ships  I  sent  to  sea, 
The  golden  spires  I  raised  so  high.' 
My  ships,  they  never  come  back  to  me ; 
The  spires,  they  melted  in  the  sky. 

"Whore  is  the  wife  I  would  possess; 
The  children  climbing  to  her  knees 
To  share  their  mother's  fond  caress? 
Ah,  more  than  all  I  long  for  these  I" 

Oh  cease,  sad  heart!  your  chambers  all 
Are  vacant,  lone,  and  drear,  I  know ; 

Yet  on  cacli  blank  and  naked  wall 
Shall  shine  a  sudden  sunset  glow. 

For  Life  is  never  always  dark : 

No  one  by  fate  is  so  accurst 
But  somewhere  liirks  a  hidden  spark 

That  into  fiamc  will  sometime  burst. 
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CHAPTER  V. 
boffin's  bower. 

kVER  against  a  London  house,  a  corner 
house  not  far  from  Cavendish  Square,  a 
man  with  a  wooden  leg  had  sat  for  some  years, 
with  his  remaining  foot  in  a  basket  in  cold 
weather,  picking  up  a  living  on  this  wise: — Ev- 
ery morning  at  eight  o'clock  he  stumped  to  the 
corner,  carrying  a  chair,  a  clothes-horse,  a  pair 
of  trestles,  a  board,  a  basket,  and  an  umbrella, 
all  strapped  together.  Separating  these,  the 
board  and  trestles  became  a  coanter,  the  basket 
supplied  the  few  small  lots  of  fruit  and  sweets 
that  he  offered  for  sale  upon  it  and  became  a 
foot-warmer,  the  unfolded  clothes-horse  display- 
ed a  choice  collection  of  half-penny  balhids  and 
became  a  screen,  and  the  stool  planted  within 
it  became  his  post  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  All 
weathers  saw  the  man  at  the  post.  This  is  to 
be  accepted  in  a  double  sense,  for  he  contrived, 
a  back  to  his  wooden  stool  by  placing  it  against 
the  lamp-post.  When  the  weather  was  wet,  he 
put  up  his  umbrella  over  his  stock  in  trade,  not 
over  himself;  when  the  weather  was  dry,  he 
furled  that  faded  article,  tied  it  round  with  a 
piece  of  yarn,  and  laid  it  cross-wise  under  the 
trestles  :  where  it  looked  like  an  unwholesomely- 
forced  lettuce  that  had  lost  in  color  and  crisp- 
ncss  what  it  had  gained  in  size. 

He  had  established  his  right  to  the  corner,  by 
imperceptible  prescription.  He  had  never  va- 
ried his  ground  an  inch,  but  had  in  the  begin- 
ning diffidently  taken  the  corner  upon  which  the 
side  of  the  house  gave.  A  howling  corner  in 
the  winter  time,  a  dusty  corner  in  the  summer 
time,  an  undesirable  corner  at  the  best  of  times. 
Shelterless  fragments  of  straw  and  paper  got  up 
revolving  storms  there,  when  the  main  street 
was  at  peace ;  and  the  water-cart,  as  if  it  were 
drunk  or  short-sighted,  came  blundering  and 
jolting  round  it,  making  it  muddy  when  all  else 
was  clean. 

On  the  front  of  his  sale-board  hung  a  little 
placard,  like  a  kettle-holder,  bearing  the  inscrip- 
tion in  his  own  small  text : 


Errands  gone 

On  with  Ji 

Delity  By 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

J  remain 

Your  humble  Serv^: 

Silas  Wegg. 


He  had  not  only  settled  it  with  himself  in  course 


but  also  that  he  was  one  of  the  house's  retainers 
and  owed  vassalage  to  it  and  was  bound  to  leal 
and  loyal  interest  in  it.  For  this  reason,  he  al- 
ways spoke  of  it  as  "Our  House,"  and,  though 
his  knowledge  of  its  affairs  was  mostly  specula- 
tive and  all  wrong,  claimed  to  be  in  its  confi- 
dence. On  similar  grounds  he  never  beheld  an 
inmate  at  any  one  of  its  windows  but  he  touched 
his  hat.  Yet,  he  knew  so  little  about  the  in- 
mates that  he  gave  them  names  of  his  own  in- 
vention :  as  "Miss  Elizabeth,"  "Master  George," 
"Aunt  Jane,"  "  Uncle  Parker" — having  no  au- 
thority whatever  for  any  such  designations,  but 
particularly  the  last — to  which,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence, he  stuck  with  great  obstinacy. 

Over  the  house  itself  he  exercised  the  same 
imaginary  power  as  over  its  inhabitants  and  their 
affairs.  He  had  never  been  in  it,  the  length  of 
a  piece  of  fat  black  water-pipe  which  trailed  it- 
self over  the  area-door  into  a  damp  stone  pas- 
sage, and  had  rather  the  air  of  a  leech  on  the 
house  that  had  "taken"  wonderfully;  but  this 
was  no  impediment  to  his  arranging  it  accord- 
ing to  a  plan  of  his  own.  It  was  a  great  dingy 
house  with  a  quantity  of  dim  side  window  and 
blank  back  premises,  and  it  cost  his  mind  a 
world  of  trouble  so  to  lay  it  out  as  to  account 
for  every  thing  in  its  external  appearance.  But, 
this  once  done,  was  quite  satisfactory,  and  he 
rested  persuaded,  that  he  knew  his  way  about 
the  house  blindfold :  from  the  barred  garrets  in 
the  high  roof,  to  the  two  iron  extinguishers  be- 
fore the  main  door — which  seemed  to  request  all 
lively  visitors  to  have  the  kindness  to  put  then^.- 
selves  out,  before  entering. 

Assuredly,  this  stall  of  Silas  Wegg's  was  the 
hardest  little  stall  of  all  the  sterile  little  stalls  in 
London.  It  gave  you  the  face-ache  to  look  at 
his  apples,  the  stomach-ache  to  look  at  his  or- 
anges, the  tooth-ache  to  look  at  his  nuts.  Of 
the  latter  commodity  he  had  always  a  grim  lit- 
tle heap,  on  which  lay  a  little  wooden  measure 
which  had  no  discernible  inside,  and  was  con- 
sidered to  represent  the  penn'orth  appointed  by 
Magna  Charta.  Whether  from  too  much  east 
wind  or  no — it  was  an  easterly  corner — the  stall, 
the  stock,  and  the  keeper,  were  all  as  dry  as  the 
Desert.  Wegg  was  a  knotty  man,  and  a  close- 
grained,  with  a  face  carved  out  of  very  hard  ma- 
terial, that  had  just  as  much  play  of  expression 
as  a  watchman's  rattle.  When  he  laughed,  cer- 
tain jerks  occurred  in  it,  and  the  rattle  sprung. 
Sooth  to  say,  he  was  so  wooden  a  man  that  he 
seemed  to  have  taken  his  wooden  leg  naturally, 
and  rather  suggested  to  the  fanciful  observer, 


of  time,  that  he  was  errand-goer  by  appointment '  that  he  might  be  expected — if  his  development 
to  the  house  at  the  corner  (though  he  received  j  received  no  untimely  check — to  be  completely 
such  commissions  not  half  a  dozen  times  in  a  set  up  with  a  pair  of  wooden  legs  in  about  six 
year,  and  then  only  as  some  servant's  deputy),  |  months. 
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Mr.  Wogg  was  an  observant  person,  or,  as  he 
himself  said,  "  took  a  powerful  sight  of  notice." 
He  saluted  all  his  regular  passers-by  every  day, 
as  he  sat  on  his  stool  backed  up  by  the  lamp- 
j)Ost;  and  on  the  adaptable  character  of  these 
salutes  he  greatly  plumed  himself.  Thus,  to 
the  rector,  he  addressed  a  bow,  compounded  of 
lay  deference,  and  a  slight  touch  of  the  shady 
preliminary  meditation  at  church  ;  to  the  doc- 
tor, a  conndciitial  bow,  as  to  a  gcMitlcman  whose 
ac(|uaintancc  with  his  inside  he  begged  respect- 
fully to  acknowledge  ;  before  the  (Quality  he  de- 


lighted to  abase  himself;  and  for  Uncle  Parker, 
who  was  in  the  army  (at  least,  so  he  had  settled 
it),  he  put  his  open  hand  to  the  side  of  his  hat. 
in  a  military  manner  which  that  angry-eyed, 
buttoned-up  inflammatory-faced  old  gentleman 
a])peared  but  impeifoctly  to  ap])reciate. 

The  only  article  in  which  Silas  dealt,  that  was 
not  hard,  was  gingerbread.  On  a  certain  day. 
some  wretched  infant  having  purchased  the  damj) 
gingerbroad-horse  (fearfully  out  of  condition), 
and  the  adhesive  bird-cage,  which  had  been  ex- 
posed for  the  day's  sale,  he  had  taken  a  tin  box 
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from  under  his  stool  to  produce  a  relay  of  those* 
dreadful  specimens,  and  was  going  to  look  in  at 
the  lid,  when  he  said  to  himself,  pausing:  "Oh  ! 
Here  j-^ou  are  again  !" 

The  words  referred  to  a  broad,  round-shoul- 
dered, one-sided  old  fellow  in  mourning,  coming 
comically  ambling  toward  the  corner,  dressed  in 
a  pea  over-coat,  and  carrying  a  large  stick.  He 
wore  thick  shoes,  and  thick  leather  gaiters,  and 
thick  gloves  like  a  hedger's.  Both  as  to  his  dress 
and  to  himself  he  was  of  an  overlapping  rhinoc- 
eros build,  with  folds  in  his  cheeks,  and  his  fore- 
head, and  his  eyelids,  and  his  lips,  and  his  ears; 
but  with  bright,  eager,  childishly-inquiring,  gray 
eyes,  under  his  ragged  eyebrows,  and   broad- 


brimmed  hat.  A  very  odd-looking  old  fellow 
altogether. 

"Here  you  are  again,"  repeated  Mr.  Wcgg, 
musing.  "And  what  are  you  now  ?  Are  you 
in  the  Funns,  or  where  are  you  ?  Have  you 
lately  come  to  settle  in  this  neighborhood,  or  do 
you  own  to  another  neighborhood  ?  Are  you  in 
independent  circumstances,  or  is  it  wasting  the 
motions  of  a  bow  on  you  ?  Come  !  I'll  specu- 
late!    I'll  invest  a  l)0w  in  you!" 

Which  Mr.  Wegg,  having  replaced  his  tin  box, 
accordingly  did,  as  he  rose  to  bait  his  ginger- 
bread-trap for  some  other  devoted  infant.  Tiie 
salute  wns  acknowledged  with  : 

" Morning,  Sir !     Morning!     Morning!" 
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(*'  Calls  me  Sir!"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  to  himself, 
"//e  won't  answer.     A  bow  gone  I") 

"  ^[orning,  morning,  morning!" 

"  A|)])eiirs  to  be  rather  a  'arty  old  cock,  too," 
said  Mr.  Wegg,  as  before.  "Good-morning  to 
you.  Sir." 

"Do  you  remember  me,  then  ?"  asked  his  new 
acquaintance,  stopi^ing  in  his  amble,  one-sided, 
before  tlie  stall,  and  sjjeaking  in  a  pouncing  way, 
though  with  great  good-humor. 

"I  have  noticed  you  go  past  our  house.  Sir, 
several  times  in  the  course  of  the  last  week  or  so." 

"Our  house,"  repeated  the  other.  "Mean- 
ing—?" 

"  Yes,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  nodding,  as  the  other 
pointed  tlie  clumsy  forefinger  of  his  right  glove 
at  the  corner  house. 

"Oh!  Now,  what,"  pursued  the  old  fellow, 
in  an  inquisitive  manner,  carrying  his  knotted 
stick  in  his  left  arm  as  if  it  were  a  baby,  "  what 
(\h  they  allow  you  now  ?" 

"It's  job  work  that  I  do  for  our  house,"  re- 
turned Silas,  dryly,  and  with  reticence;  "it's 
not  yet  brought  to  an  exact  allowance." 

"Oil!  It's  not  yet  brought  to  an  exact  al- 
lowance ?  No  !  It's  not  yet  brought  to  an  exact 
allowance.    Oh  ! — Morning,  morning,  morning !" 

"Appears  to  be  rather  a  cracked  old  cock," 
thought  Silas,  qualifying  his  former  good  opin- 
ion, as  the  other  ambled  off.  But,  in  a  moment 
he  was  back  again  with  the  question  : 

"How  did  you  get  your  wooden  leg?" 

Mr.  Wegg  replied  (tartly  to  this  personal  in- 
quiry), "In  an  accident." 

"bo  you  like  it?" 

"  Well !    I  haven't  got  to  keep  it  warm,''  Mr. 
Wegg  made  answer,  in  a  sort  of  desperation  oc-  I 
casioned  by  the  singularity  of  the  question. 

"He  hasn't,"  repeated  the  other  to  his  knot- 
ted stick,  as  he  gave  it  a  hug ;  "he  hasn't  got — 
ha  ! — ha  ! — to  keep  it  warm  !  Did  you  ever  hear 
of  the  name  of  Boffin  ?" 

"No,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  who  was  growing  rest- 
'  ive  under  this  examination.     "  I  never  did  hear 
of  the  name  of  Boffin." 

"Do  you  like  it?" 

"Why,  no,"  retorted  Mr.  Wegg,  again  ap- 
])roaching  desperation  ;   "I  can't  say  I  do." 

"Why  don't  you  like  it?" 

"I  don't  know  why  I  don't,"  retorted  Mr. 
Wegg,  approaching  frenzy,  "but  I  don't  at  all." 

"Now,  I'll  tell  you  something  that'll  make 
you  sorry  for  that,"  said  the  stranger,  smiling. 
"My  name's  Boffin." 

"I  can't  help  it!"  returned  Mr.  Wegg.  Im- 
plying in  his  manner  the  offensive  addition, 
"and  if  I  could,  I  wouldn't." 

"But  there's  another  chance  for  you,"  said 
Mr.  Boffin,  smiling  still,  "Do  you  like  the  name 
of  Nicodemus?  Think  it  over.    Nick,  or  Noddy." 

"  It  is  not,  Sir,"  Mr.  Wegg  rejoined,  as  he  sat 
down  on  his  stool,  with  an  air  of  gentle  resigna- 
tion, (;om])incd  with  mcliiucholy  candor;  "it  is 
not  a  name  as  I  could  wish  any  one  that  I  had 
a  respect  for,  to  call  me  by ;  but  there  may  be 


persons  that  would  not  view  it  with  the  same  ob- 
jections.— I  don't  know  why,"  Mr.  Wegg  added, 
anticipating  another  question. 

"Noddy  Boffin,"  said  that  gentleman.  "Nod- 
dy. That's  my  name.  Noddy — or  Nick — Bof- 
fin.    What's  your  name?" 

"Silas  Wegg.— I  don't,"  said  Mr.  Wegg, 
bestirring  himself  to  take  the  same  precaution 
as  before,  "I  don't  know  why  Silas,  and  I  don't 
know  why  Wegg." 

"Now,  Wegg,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  hugging  his 
stick  closer,  "I  want  to  make  a  sort  of  offer  to 
you.    Do  you  remember  when  you  first  see  me  ?" 

The  wooden  Wegg  looked  at  him  with  a  med- 
itative eye,  and  also  with  a  softened  air  as  de- 
scrying possibility  of  profit.  "Let  me  think.  I 
ain't  quite  sure,  and  yet  I  generally  take  a  pow- 
erful sight  of  notice,  too.  Was  it  on  a  Monday 
morning,  when  the  butcher-boy  had  been  to  our 
house  for  orders,  and  bought  a  ballad  of  me, 
which,  being  unacquainted  with  the  tune,  I  run 
it  over  to  him  ?" 

"Right,  Wegg,  right!  But  he  bought  more 
than  one." 

"Yes,  to  be  sure.  Sir  ;  he  bought  several ;  and 
wishing  to  lay  out  his  money  to  the  best,  he  took 
my  opinion  to  guide  his  choice,  and  we  went  over 
the  collection  together.  To  be  sure  we  did. 
Here  was  him  as  it  might  be,  and  here  was  my- 
self as  it  might  be,  and  there  was  you,  Mr.  Boffin, 
as  you  identically  are,  with  your  self-same  stick 
under  your  very  same  arm,  and  your  very  same 
back  toward  us.  To — be — sure!"  added  Mr. 
Wegg,  looking  a  little  round  JNIr.  Boffin,  to  take 
him  in  the  rear,  and  identify  this  last  extraordi- 
nary coincidence,  "your  wery  self-same  back." 

"What  do  you  think  I  was  doing,  Wegg?" 

"  I  should  judge,  Sir,  that  you  might  be  glan- 
cing your  eye  down  the  street." 

"No,  Wegg.     I  was  a-listening." 

"Was  you,  indeed?"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  dubi- 
ously. 

"Not  in  a  dishonorable  way,  Wegg,  because 
you  was  singing  to  the  butcher ;  and  you  wouldn't 
sing  secrets  to  a  butcher  in  the  street,  you  know." 

"It  never  happened  that  I  did  so  yet,  to  the 
best  of  my  remembrance,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  cau- 
tiously. "  But  I  might  do  it.  A  man  can't 
say  what  he  might  wish  to  do  some  day  or  an- 
other." (Tills,  not  to  release  any  little  advant- 
age he  might  derive  from  Mr.  Boffin's  avowal.) 

"Well,"  repeated  Boffin,  "I  was  a-listening 
to  you  and  to  him.  And  what  do  you — you 
haven't  got  another  stool,  have  you  ?  I'm  ratli- 
er  thick  in  my  breath." 

"I  haven't  got  another,  but  you're  welcome 
to  this,"  said  Wegg,  resigning  it.  "It's  a  treat 
to  me  to  stand." 

"Lard!"  exclaimed  IMr,  Boffin,  in  a  tone  of 
great  enjoyment,  as  he  settled  himself  down, 
still  nursing  his  stick  like  a  baby,  "it's  a  pleas- 
ant place,  this !  And  then  to  be  shut  in  on  each 
side,  with  these  ballads,  like  so  many  book-leaf 
blinkers  !     Why,  it's  delightful !" 

"If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Sir,"  !Mr.  Wegg  deli- 
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cately  hinted,  resting  a  hand  on  his  stall,  and 
bending  over  the  discursive  Boffin,  "you  alluded 
to  some  orter  or  another  that  was  in  your  mind  ?" 

"I'm  coming  to  it!  All  rigiit.  I'm  coming 
to  it!  I  was  going  to  say  that  when  I  listen- 
ed that  morning,  I  listened  with  hadmiration 
amounting  to  haw.  I  thought  to  myself,  '  Here's  a 
man  with  a  wooden  leg — a  literary  riian  with — '  " 

"N — not  exactly  so.  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Wegg. 

"  Why,  you  know  every  one  of  these  songs  by 
name  and  by  tune,  and  if  you  want  to  read  or 
to  sing  any  one  on  'em  oif  straight,  you've  only 
to  whip  on  your  spectacles  and  do  it !"  cried  Mr. 
Boffin.     "I  see  you  at  it!" 

"  Well,  Sir,"  returned  Mr.  W^gg,  with  a  con- 
scious inclination  of  the  head;  "we'll  say  liter- 
ary, then." 

"'A  literary  man — xoith  a  wooden  leg — and 
all  Print  is  open  to  him ! '  That's  what  I  thought 
to  myself,  that  morning,"  pursued  Mr.  Boffin, 
leaning  forward  to  describe,  uncramped  by  the 
clothes-horse,  as  large  an  arc  as  his  right  arm 
could  make  ;  "  '  all  Print  is  open  to  him  !'  And 
it  is,  ain't  it?" 

'  "Wily,  truly,  Sir,"  Mr.  Wegg  admitted,  with 
modesty;  "I  believe  you  couldn't  show  me  the 
piece  of  English  print  tliat  I  wouldn't  be  equal 
to  collaring  and  throwing." 

"  On  the  spot  ?"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

"On  the  spot." 

"I  know'd  it!  Then  consider  this.  Here 
am  I,  a  man  without  a  wooden  leg,  and  yet  all 
print  is  shut  to  me." 

"Indeed,  Sir?"  Mr.  Wegg  returned  with  in- 
creasing self-complacency.  "Education  neg- 
lected?" 

"Neg — lected!"  repeated  Boffin  with  empha- 
sis. "  That  ain't  no  word  for  it.  I  don't  mean 
to  say  but  what  if  you  showed  me  a  B,  I  could 
so  far  give  you  change  for  it,  as  to  answer  Bof- 
fin." 

"Come,  come.  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  throwing 
in  a  little  encouragement,  "that's  something, 
too." 

"It's  something,"  answered  Mr.  Boffin,  "but 
I'll  take  my  oath  it  ain't  much." 

"  Perhaps  it's  not  as  much  as  could  be  wish- 
ed 'by  an  inquiring  mind.  Sir,"  Mr.  Wegg  ad- 
mitted. 

"  Now,  look  here.  I'm  retired  from  business. 
Me  and  Mrs,  Boffin — Henerictty  Boffin — wliich 
her  father's  name  was  Henery,  and  her  mother's 
name  was  Hetty,  and  so  you  get  it — we  live  on 
a  comi)ittancc,  under  the  will  of  a  diseased  gov- 
ernor," 

"Gentleman  dead.  Sir?" 

"Man  alive,  don't  I  tell  you?  A  diseased 
governor?  Now,  it's  too  late  for  me  to  begin 
shoveling  and  sifting  at  alphabeds  and  gram- 
mar-books. I'm  getting  to  be  a  old  bird,  and 
I  want  to  take  it  easy.  But  I  want  some  read- 
ing— some  fine  bold  reading,  some  sf)lendid  book 
in  a  gorging  Lord  Mayor's-Show  of  woUumes" 
(probably  meaning  gorgeous,  but  misled  by  as- 
sociation of  idca:^)  ;  "  as'll  reach  right  down  your 


pint  of  view,  and  take  time  to  go  by  you.  How 
can  I  get  that  reading,  Wegg?  By,"  tapping 
him  on  the  breast  with  the  head  of  his  thick 
stick,  "paying  a  man  truly  qualified  to  do  it,  so 
much  an  hour  (say  twopence)  to  come  and  do 
it." 

"Hem!  Flattered,  Sir,  I  am  sure,"  said 
Wegg,  beginning  to  regard  himself  in  quite  a 
new  light.  "  Hera !  This  is  the  ofi'er  you  men- 
tioned, Sir?" 

"Yes.     Do  you  like  it?" 

"  I  am  considering  of  it,  Mr.  Boffin," 

"I  don't,"  said  Boffin,  in  a  free-handed  man- 
ner, "want  to  tie  a  literary  man — with  a  wood- 
en leg — down  too  tight,  A  half-jjcnny  an  hour 
sha'n't  part  us.  The  hours  are  your  own  to 
choose,  after  you've  done  for, the  day  with  your 
house  here.  I  live  over  Maiden  Lane  way — out 
Holloway  direction — and  you've  only  got  to  go 
East-and-by-North  when  you've  finished  here, 
and  you're  there.  Twopence  half-penny  an 
hour,"  said  Boffin,  taking  a  piece  of  chalk  from 
his  pocket  and  getting  off  the  stool  to  work  the 
sum  on  the  top  of  it  in  his  own  way;  "two 
long'uns  and  a  short'un — twopence  half-penny; 
two  short'uns  is  a  long'un  and  two  long'uns  is 
four  long'uns — making  five  long'uns  ;  six  nights 
a  week  at  five  long'uns  a  night,"  scoring  them 
all  down  separately,  "  and  , you  mount  up  to 
thirty  long'uns.     A  round'un  !    Half  a  crown  I" 

Pointing  to  this  result  as  a  large  and  satis- 
factory one,  Mr.  Boffin  smeared  it  out  with  his 
moistened  glove,  and  sat  down  on  the  remains. 

"Half  a  crown,"  said  Wegg,  meditating. 
"Yes.     (It  ain't  much.  Sir.)     Haifa  crown." 

"Per  week,  you  know." 

"Per  week.  Yes.  As  to  the  amount  of 
strain  upon  the  intellect  now.  Was  you  think- 
ing at  all  of  poetry?"  Mr.  Wegg  inquired,  mus- 
ing. 

"Would  it  come  dearer?"  Mr.  Boffin  asked. 

"It  would  come  dearer,"  Mr.  Wegg  return- 
ed. "For  when  a  person  comes  to  grind  off 
poetry  night  after  niglit,  it  is  but  right  he  should 
expect  to  be  paid  for  its  weakening  eff'eot  on  his 
mind." 

"To  tell  you  the  truth  Wegg,"  said  Boffin, 
"I  wasn't  thinking  of  poetry,  except  in  so  fur 
as  this : — If  you  was  to  happen  now  and  then 
to  feel  yourself  in  the  mind  to  tip  me  and  Mrs. 
Boffin  one  of  your  ballads,  why  then  we  should 
drop  into  poetry." 

"I  follow  you.  Sir,"  said  Wegg.  "But  not 
being  a  regular  musical  professional,  I  should 
be  loatli  to  engage  myself  for  that ;  and  there- 
fore when  I  dropped  into  poetry,  I  should  ask 
to  be  considered  so  fur,  in  the  light  of  a  friend," 

At  this,  Mr.  Boffin's  eyes  sparkled,  and  he 
shook  Silas  earnestly  by  the  hand  :  ])rotesting 
that  it  was  more  than  he  could  have  asked,  and 
that  he  took  it  very  kindly  indeed, 

"What  do  you  think  of  the  terms,  Wegg?" 
Mr,  Boffin  then  demanded,  with  unconcealed 
anxiety. 

Silas,  who  had  stimulated  this  anxiefv  bv  his 
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hard  resen-e  of  manner,  and  who  had  begun  to 
understand  his  man  very  well,  replied  with  an 
air ;  as  if  he  were  saying  something  extraordi- 
narily jrenerous  and  great : 

"Mr.  Boffin,  I  never  bargain." 

"  So  I  should  have  thought  of  you!"  said  Mr. 
Bofiin,  admiringly. 

'•No,  Sir.  I  never  did  'agglc  and  I  never 
will  'agglc.     Consequently  I  meet  you  at  once, 

free   and   fair,  with Done,    for  double   the 

money  I" 

I\Ir.  Boffin  seemed  a  little  unprepared  for  this 
conclusion,  but  assented,  with  the  remark,  "You 
know  better  what  it  ought  to  be  than  I  do, 
Wcgg,"  and  again  shook  hands  with  him  upon 
it. 

"Could  you  begin  to-night,  "Wegg?"  he  then 
demanded. 

"Yes,  Sir,"  said  j\Ir.  "Wegg,  careful  to  leave 
all  the  eagerness  to  him.  "I  see  no  difficulty 
if  you  wish  it.  You  are  provided  with  the  need- 
ful implement — a  book,  Sir?" 

"Bought  him  at  a  sale,"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 
"Eight  wollumes.  Red  and  gold.  Purple  rib- 
bon in  every  wollume,  to  keep  tlie  place  where 
you  leave  off.     Do  you  know  him  ?" 

"The  book's  name,  Sir?"  inquired  Silas. 

"I  thought  you  might  haveknow'd  him  with- 
out it,"  said  Mr.  Boffin  slightly  disappointed. 
"His  name  is  Decline-And-Fall-Off-The-Roo- 
shan-Empire."  (]\Ir.  Boffin  went  over  these 
stones  slowly,  and  with  much  caution.) 

"Ay  indeed!"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  nodding  his 
head  with  an  air  of  friendly  recognition. 

"You  know  him,  Wegg?" 

"I  haven't  been  not  to  say  right  slap  through 
him,  very  lately,"  Mr.  Wegg  made  answer, 
"having  been  otherways  employed,  Mr.  Boffin. 
But  know  him  ?  Old  familiar  declining  and 
falling  off  the  Rooshan  ?  Rather,  Sir !  Ever 
since  I  was  not  so  high  as  your  stick.  Ever 
since  my  eldest  brother  left  our  cottage  to  enlist 
into  the  army.  On  which  occasion,  as  the  bal- 
lad that  was  made  about  it  describes  : 

•■'  Beside  that  cottage  door,  Mr.  Boffin, 
A  girl  •was  on  lier  knees ; 
She  held  aloft  a  snowy  scarf,  Sir, 
Which  (my  eldest  brother  noticed)  fluttered  in  the 
breeze. 
She  breathed  a  prayer  for  him,  Mr.  Boffin; 

A  prayer  lie  coold  not  hear. 
And  my  eldest  brotlier  lean'd  upon  his  sword,  Mr.  Boffin, 
And  Aviped  away  a  tear." 

Much  impressed  by  this  family  circumstance, 
and  also  by  the  friendly  disposition  of  Mr.  Wegg, 
as  exemplified  in  his  so  soon  dropjjing  into  poe- 
try, Mr.  Boffin  again  shook  hands  with  that 
ligneous  shari)er,  and  besought  him  to  name  his 
hour.     Mr.  Wegg  named  eight. 

"Where  I  live,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  "is  called 
The  Bower.  Boffin's  Bower  is  the  name  Mrs. 
Boffin  christened  it  when  we  come  into  it  as  a 
])roperty.  If  you  should  meet  with  any  body 
that  don't  know  it  by  that  name  (which  hardly 
anybody  does),  when  you've  got  nigh  u))on  about 
a  odd  mile,  or  say  and  a  (piartcr  if  you  like,  up 


Maiden  Lane,  Battle  Bridge,  ask  for  Harmony 
Jail,  and  you'll  be  ]^t  right.  I  shall  expect 
you,  Wegg,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  clapping  him  on 
the  shoulder  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  "most 
jyfully.  I  shall  have  no  peace  or  i)atience  till 
you  come.  Print  is  now  opening  ahead  of  me. 
This  night,  a  literary  man — with  a  wooden  leg — " 
he  bestowed  an  admiring  look  upon  that  decora- 
tion, as  if  it  greatly  enhanced  the  relish  of  Mr. 
Wegg's  attainments — "will  begin  to  lead  me  a 
new  life!  My  fist  again,  Wegg.  Morning, 
morning,  morning!" 

Left  alone  at  his  stall  as  the  other  ambled  off, 
Mr.  Wegg  subsided  into  his  screen,  produced  a 
small  pocket-handkerchief  of  a  penitentially- 
.scrubbing  character,  and  took  himself  by  the 
nose  with  a  thoughtful  aspect.  Also,  while  he 
still  grasped  that  feature,  he  directed  several 
thoughtful  loaks  down  tlie  street,  after  the  re- 
tiring figure  of  Mr.  Boffin.  But  profound  grav- 
ity sat  enthroned  on  Wegg's  countenance.  For, 
while  he  considered  within  himself  that  this  was 
an  old  fellow  of  rare  simplicity,  that  this  was  an 
opportunity  to  be  improved,  and  that  here  might 
be  money  to  be  got  beyond  present  calculation, 
still  he  compromised  himself  by  no  admission  that 
his  new  engagement  was  at  all  out  of  his  way, 
or  involved  the  least  element  of  the  ridiculous. 
Mr.  Wegg  would  even  have  picked  a  handsome 
quarrel  with  any  one  who  should  have  chal- 
lenged his  deep  acquaintance  with  those  afore- 
said eight  volumes  of  Decline  and  Fall.  His 
gravity  was  unusual,  portentous,  and  immeas- 
urable, not  because  he  admitted  any  doubt  of 
himself,  but  because  he  perceived  it  necessary  to 
forestall  any  doubt  of  himself  in  others.  And 
herein  he  ranged  with  that  very  numerous  class 
of  impostors,  who  are  quite  as  determined  to 
keep  up  appearances  to  themselves,  as  to  their 
neighbors. 

A  certain  loftiness,  likewise,  took  possession 
of  Mr.  Wegg ;  a  condescending  sense  of  being 
in  request  as  an  official  expounder  of  mysteries. 
It  did  not  move  him  to  commercial  greatness, 
but  rather  to  littleness,  insomuch  that  if  it  had 
been  within  the  possibilities  of  things  for  the 
wooden  measure  to  hold  fewer  nuts  than  usual, 
it  would  have  done  so  that  day.  But,  when 
night  came,  and  with  her  veiled  eyes  beheld 
him  stumping  toward  Boffin's  Bower,  he  was 
elated  too. 

The  Bower  was  as  difficult  to  find  as  Fair 
Rosamond's  without  the  clew.  Mr.  Wegg,  hav- 
ing reached  the  quarter  indicated,  inquired  for 
the  Bower  half  a  dozen  times  without  the  least 
success,  until  he  remembered  to  ask  for  Har- 
mony Jail.  This  occasioned  a  quick  change  in 
the  spirits  of  a  hoarse  gentleman  and  a  donkey, 
whom  he  had  much  perjdcxed. 

"Why,  ycr  mean  Old  Harmon's,  do  yer?" 
said  the  hoarse  gentleman,  who  was  driving  his 
donkey  in  a  truck,  with  a  carrot  for  a  whip. 
"Why  didn't  ycr  nivcr  say  so?  Eddard  and 
me  is  a  goin'  by  him!    Jump  in." 

Mr.  Wegg  complied,  and  the  hoarse  gentle- 
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man  invited  his  attention  to  the  third  person  in 
company,  tlius: 

"Now,  you  look  at  Eddard's  ears.  What  was 
it  as  you  named,  agin ?     Whisper." 

Mr.  Wegg  whispered,  "Boffin's  Bower." 

"  Eddard  !  (keep  yer  hi  on  his  ears)  cut  away 
to  Boffin's  Bower!" 

Edward,  with  his  ears  lying  back,  remained 
immovable. 

-   "  Eddard !  (keep  yer  hi  on  his  ears)  cut  away 
to  Old  Harmon's." 

Edward  instantly  pricked  up  his  ears  to  their 
utmost,  and  rattled  off  at  such  a  pace  that  Mr. 
Wegg's  conversation  was  jolted  out  of  him  in  a 
most  dislocated  state. 

"  Was-it-Ev-verajail  ?"  asked  Mr.  Wegg,  hold- 
ing on. 

"Not  proper  jail,  wot  you  and  me  would  get 
committed  to,"  returned  his  escort;  "they  giv' 
it  the  name,  on  accounts  of  Old  Harmon  living 
solitary  there." 

' '  And-why-did-thcy-callitharm-Ony  ?"  asked 
Wegg. 

"On  accounts  of  his  never  agreeing  with  no- 
body. Like  a  speeches  of  cliaff.  Harmon's  Jail ; 
Harmony  Jail,     Working  it  round  like." 

"  Doyouknow-Mist-Erboff-in  ?"  asked  Wegg. 

"I  should  think  so!  Every  body  do  about 
here.  Eddard  knows  him.  (Keep  yer  hi  on  his 
ears.)     Noddy  Boffin,  Eddard!" 

The  effect  of  the  name  was  so  very  alarming, 
in  respect  of  causing  a  temporary  disappearance 
of  Edward's  head,  casting  his  hind  hoofs  in  the 
air,  greatly  accelerating  the  pace  and  increasing 
the  jolting,  that  Mr.  Wegg  was  fain  to  devote 
his  attention  exclusively  to  holding  on,  and  to 
relinquish  his  desire  of  ascertaining  whether  this 
homage  to  Boffin  was  to  be  considered  compli- 
mentary or  the  reverse. 

Presently,  Edward  stopped  at  a  gateway,  and 
Wegg  discreetly  lost  no  time  in  slipj)ing  out  at 
the  back  of  the  truck.  The  moment  he  was 
landed,  his  late  driver  with  a  wave  of  the  carrot, 
said,  "  Supper,  Eddard  !"  and  he,  the  hind  hoofs, 
the  truck,  and  Edward,  all  seemed  to  fly  into  the 
air  together,  in  a  kind  of  apotheosis. 

Pushing  the  gate,  which  stood  ajar,  Wegg 
looked  into  an  inclosed  space  where  certain  tall 
dark  mounds  rose  high  against  the  sky,  and 
where  the  pathway  to  the  Bower  was  indicated, 
as  the  moonlight  showed,  between  two  lines  of 
broken  crockery  set  in  ashes.  A  white  figure  ad- 
vancing along  this  path,  proved  to  be  nothing 
more  ghostly  than  Mr.  Boffin,  easily  attired  for 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  in  an  undress  garment 
of  short  white  smock-frock.  Having  received 
his  literary  friend  with  great  cordiality,  he  con- 
ducted him  to  the  interior  of  the  Bower  and 
there  presented  him  to  Mrs.  Boffin: — a  stout 
lady  of  a  rubicund  and  cheerful  aspect,  dressed 
(to.  Mr.  Wegg's  consternation)  in  a  low  evening- 
dress  of  sable  satin,  and  a  large  black  velvet  hat 
and  feathers. 

"Mrs.  Boffin,  Wegg,"  said  Boffin,  "is  a  high- 
flier at  Fashioil.     And  her  make  is  such,  that 


she  does  it  credit.     As  to  myself,  I  ain't  yet  as 
Eash'nable  as  I  may  come  to  be.     Heneriettv 
old  lady,  this  is  the  gentleman  that's  a-going  to 
decline  and  fall  off"  the  Rooshan  Empire." 

"And  I  am  sure  I  hope  it'll  do  you  both 
good,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin. 

It  was  the  queerest  of  rooms,  fitted  and  fur- 
nished more  like  a  luxurious  amateur  tap-room 
than  any  thing  e-lse  within  the  ken  of  Silas  Wegg. 
There  were  two  wooden  settles  by  the  fire,  one 
on  either  side  of  it,  with  a  corresponding  table 
before  each.  On  one  of  these  tables  the  eight 
volumes  were  ranged  flat,  in  a  row,  like  a  gal- 
vanic battery ;  on  the  other,  certain  squat  case- 
bottles  of  inviting  appearance  seemed  to  stand 
on  tip-toe  to  exchange  glances  with  Mr.  Wegg 
over  a  front  row  of  tumblers  and  a  basin  of  white 
sugar.  On  the  hob,  a  kettle  steamed ;  on  the 
hearth,  a  cat  reposed.  Facing  the  fire  between 
the  settles,  a  sofa,  a  footstool,  and  a  little  table, 
formed  a  centre-piece  devoted  to  Mrs.  Boffin. 
They  were  garish  in  taste  and  color,  but  were 
expensive  articles  of  drawing-room  furniture  that 
had  a  very  odd  look  beside  the  settles  an-d  the 
flaring  gaslight  pendent  from  the  ceiling.  There 
was  a  flowery  carpet  on  the  floor ;  but,  instead 
of  reaching  to  the  fireside,  its  glowing  vegetation 
stopped  short  at  Mrs.  Boffin's  footstool,  and  gave 
place  to  a  region  of  sand  and  saw-dust.  Mr, 
Wegg  also  noticed,  with  admiring  eyes,  that, 
while  the  flowery  land  displayed  such  hollow 
ornamentation  as  stuffed  birds  and  waxen  fruits 
under  glass-shades,  there  were,  in  the  territory 
where  vegetation  ceased,  compensatory  shelves 
on  which  the  best  part  of  a  large  pie  and  like- 
wise of  a  cold  joint  were  plainly  discernible 
among  other  solids.  The  room  itself  was  large, 
though  low ;  and  the  heavy  frames  of  its  old- 
fashioned  windows,  and  the  heavy  beams  in  its 
crooked  ceiling,  seemed  to  indicate  that  it  had 
once  been  a  house  of  some  mark  standing  alone 
in  the  country. 

''Do  you  like  it,  Wegg?"  asked  Mr.  Boffin, 
in  his  pouncing  manner. 

"I  admire  it  greatly,  Sir,"  said  Wegg.  "  Pe- 
culiar comfort  at  this  fireside,  Sir." 

"Do  you  understand  it,  AVegg?" 

"Why,  in  a  general  way,  Sir,"  Mr.  Wegg  was 
beginning  slowly  and  knowingly,  with  his  head 
stuck  on  one  side,  as  evasive  peojjle  do  begin, 
when  the  other  cut  him  short : 

"You  don't  understand  it,  Wegg,  and  I'll  ex- 
plain it.  These  arrangements  is  made  by  mutual 
consent  between  Mrs.  Boffin  and  me.  Mrs.  Bof- 
fin, as  I've  mentioned,  is  a  higliflier  at  Fashion; 
at  present  I'm  not.  I  don't  go  higher  than  com- 
fort, and  comfort  of  the  sort  that  I'm  equal  to 
the  enjyment  of.  Well  then.  Where  would  be 
the  good  of  Mrs.  Botfin  and  me  quarreling  over 
it?  Wo  never  did  quarrel,  before  we  come 
into  Boffin's  Bower  as  a  property;  why  quarrel 
when  we  have  come  into  Boffin's  Bower  as  a 
property?  So  Mrs.  Boffin,  she  keeps  up  her 
part  of  the  room,  in  her  way;  I  keep  up  m}' 
part  of  the  room  in  mine.     In  consequence  of 
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which  we  have  at  once,  Sociability  (I  should  go 
melancholy  mad  without  ]\Irs.  ButHn),  Fashion, 
and  Comfort.  If  I  get  by  degrees  to  be  a  higher- 
flier  at  Fashion,  then  Mrs.  Boffin  will  by  de- 
grees come  for'arder.  If  Mrs.  Boffiu  should 
ever  be  less  of  a  dab  at  Fashion  than  slie  is  at 
the  present  time,  then  Mrs.  Boffin's  carpet  would 
go  back'arder.  If  we  should  both  continny  as 
we  are,  why  then  here  we  are,  and  give  us  a  kiss, 
old  lady." 

Mrs.  Boffin,  who,  perpetually  smiling,  had 
approached  and  drawn  her  plump  arm  through 
her  lord's,  most  willingly  complied.  Fashion, 
in  the  form  of  her  black  velvet  hat  and  feathers, 
tried  to  prevent  it ;  but  got  deservedly  crushed 
in  the  endeavor. 

"  So  now,  Wegg,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  wiping  his 
mouth  with  an  air  of  much  refreshment,  '*you 
begin  to  know  us  as  we  are.  This  is  a  charm- 
ing spot,  is  the  Bower,  but  you  must  get  to  ap- 
prechiate  it  by  degrees.  It's  a  spot  to  find  out 
the  merits  of,  little  by  little,  and  a  new'un  every 
day.  There's  a  serpentining  walk  up  each  of 
the  mounds,  that  gives  you  the  yard  and  neigh- 
borhood changing  every  moment.  When  you 
get  to  the  top,  there's  a  view  of  the  neighboring 
premises,  not  to  be  surpassed.  TJie  premises 
of  ]\Irs.  Boffin's  late  father  (Canine  Provision 
Trade),  you  look  down  into,  as  if  they  was  your 
own.  And  the  top  of  the  High  Mound  is  crowned 
with  a  lattice-work  Arbor,  in  which,  if  you  don't 
read  out  loud  many  a  book  in  the  summer,  ay, 
and  as  a  friend,  drop  many  a  time  into  poetry  too, 
it  sha'n't  be  my  fault.  Now,  what'il  you  read  on  ?" 

"Thank  you,  Sir,"  returned  Wegg,  as  if  there 
were  nothing  new  in  his  reading  at  all.  "  I  gen- 
erally do  it  on  gin  and  water." 

"Keeps  the  organ  moist,  does  it,  Wegg?" 
asked  Mr.  Boffin,  with  innocent  eagerness. 

"N-no,  Sir,"  replied  Wegg,  coolly,  "I should 
hardly  describe  it  so,  Sir.  I  should  say,  mellers 
it.  Mellers  it,  is  the  word  I  should  employ,  Mr. 
Boffin." 

His  wooden  conceit  and  craft  kept  exact  pace 
with  the  delighted  expectation  of  his  victim. 
The  visions  rising  before  his  mercenary  mind, 
of  the  many  ways  in  which  this  connection  was 
to  be  turned  to  account,  never  obscured  the  fore- 
most idea  natural  to  a  dull  overreaching  man, 
that  he  must  not  make  himself  too  cheap. 

Mrs.  Boffin's  Fashion,  as  a  less  inexorable 
deity  than  the  idol  usually  worshiped  under  that 
name,  did  not  forbid  her  mixing  for  her  literary 
guest,  or  asking  if  he  found  the  result  to  his 
liking.  On  his  returning  a  gracious  answer 
and  taking  his  place  at  the  literary  settle,  Mr. 
Boffin  began  to  compose  himself  as  a  listener,  at 
the  oi)])osite  settle,  with  exultant  eyes. 

"Sorry  to  deprive  you  of  a  j)ii)e,  Wegg,"  he 
said,  filling  his  own,  "but  you  can't  do  both  to- 
gether. Oh !  and  another  thing  I  forgot  to 
name!  When  you  come  in  here  of  an  evening, 
and  look  round  you,  and  notice  any  thing  on  a 
shelf  that  hapi)ens  to  catch  vour  fatuv,  mention 
it." 


Wegg,  who  had  been  going  to  put  on  his 
spectacles,  immediately  laid  them  down,  with 
the  s])rightly  observation: 

"You  read  my  thoughts.  Sir.  Do  my  eyes 
deceive  me,  or  is  that  object  up  there  a — a  pie  ? 
It  can't  be  a  pie." 

"Yes,  it's  a  pie,  Wegg,"  replied  Mr.  Boffin, 
with  a  gl;ince  of  some  little  discomfiture  at  the 
Decline  and  Fall. 

"//aue  I  lost  my  smell  for  fruits,  or  is  it  a 
apple-pie.  Sir?"  asked  Wegg. 

"It's  a  veal  and  ham  pie,"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

"Is  it  indeed.  Sir?  And  it  would  be  hard, 
Sir,  to  name  the  pie  that  is  a  better  pie  than  a 
weal  and  hammer,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  nodding 
his  head  emotionally. 

"Have  some,  Wegg?" 

"  Thank  you,  Mr.  Boffin,  I  think  I  will,  at 
your  invitation.     I  wouldn't  at  any  other  party's, 

at  the  present  juncture  ;  but  at  yours.  Sir  ! 

And  meaty  jelly  too,  especially  when  a  little 
salt,  which  is  the  case  where  there's  ham,  is 
mellcring  to  the  organ,  is  very  mellering  to  the 
organ."  Mr.  Wegg  did  not  say  what  organ, 
but  spoke  with  a  cheerful  generality. 

So,  the  pie  was  brought  down,  and  the  worthy 
Mr.  Boffin  exercised  his  patience  until  Wegg,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  knife  and  fork,  had  finished 
the  dish :  only  profiting  by  the  opportunity  to 
inform  Wegg  that,  although  it  was  not  strictly 
Fashionable  to  keep  the  contents  of  a  larder 
thus  exposed  to  view,  he  (Mr.  Boffin)  considered 
it  hos])itable  ;  for  the  reason,  that  instead  of  say- 
ing, in  a  comparatively  unmeaning  manner,  to  a 
visitor,  'There  are  such  and  such  edibles  down 
stairs;  will  you  have  any  thing  up?'  you  took 
the  bold  practical  course  of  saying,  '  Cast  your 
eye  along  the  shelves,  and,  if  you  see  any  thing 
you  like  there,  have  it  down.'  " 

And  now,  Mr.  Wegg  at  length  pushed  away 
his  plate  and  put  on  his  spectacles,  and  Mr. 
Boffin  lighted  his  pipe  and  looked  with  beaming 
eyes  into  the  opening  world  before  him,  and  jNIrs. 
Boffin  reclined  in  a  fashionable  manner  on  her 
sofa :  as  one  who  would  be  part  of  the  audience 
if  she  found  she  could,  and  would  go  to  sleep  if 
she  found  she  couldn't. 

"  Hem  !"  began  Wegg,  "This,  Mr.  Boffin  and 
Lady,  is  the  first  chapter  of  the  first  wollume  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  ofi' — "  here  he  .looked  hard 
at  the  book,  and  stopped. 

"What's  the  matter,  Wegg?" 

"Why,  it  comes  into  my  mind,  do  you  know. 
Sir,"  said  Wegg,  with  an  air  of  insinuating 
frankness  (having  first  again  looked  hard  at  the 
book),  "that  you  made  a  little  mistake  this 
morning,  which  I  had  meant  to  set  you  right 
in,  only  something  put  it  out  of  my  head.  I 
think  you  said  liooshan  Emi)irc,  Sir?" 

"It  is  Kooshan  ;  ain't  it,  Wegg?" 

"No,  Sir.     Koman.     Roman."  , 

"What's  the  dilferencc,  Wegg?" 

"The  diUcrence,  Sir?"  Mr.  Wegg  was  fal- 
tering and  in  danger  of  breaking  down,  when  a 
bright  thought  Hashed  upon  him.     "The  differ- 
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ence,  ISirV  There  you  place  me  in  a  difficulty, 
Mr.  Boffin.  Suffice  it  to  observe,  that  the  dif- 
ference is  best  postponed  to  some  other  occasion 
when  Mrs.  Boffin  does  not  honor  us  with  her 
company.  In  Mrs.  Boffin's  presence,  Sir,  we 
liad  better  drop  it." 

Mr.  Wegg  thus  came  out  of  his  disadvantage 
with  quite  a  chivalrous  air,  and  not  only  that, 
but  by  dint  of  repeating  with  a  manly  delicacy, 
"In  Mrs.  Boffin's  presence.  Sir,  we  had  better 
drop  it !"  turned  the  disadvantage ;on  Boffin,  who 
felt  that  he  had  committed  himself  in  a  very 
painful  manner. 

Then,  Mr.  Wegg,  in  a  dry  unflinching  way, 
entered  on  his  task ;  going  straight  across  coun- 
try at  every  thing  that  came  before  him  ;  taking 
all  the  hard  words,  biographical  and  geograph- 
ical ;  getting  rather  shaken  by  Hadrian,  Trajan, 
and  the  Antonines ;  stumbling  at  Polybius  (pro- 
nounced Polly  Beeious,  and  supposed  by  Mr. 
Boffin  to  be  a  Roman  virgin,  and  by  Mrs.  Boffin 
to  be  responsible  for  that  necessity  of  dropping 
it) ;  heavily  unseated  by  Titus  Antoninus  Pius  ; 
up  again  and  galloping  smoothly  with  Augustus  ; 
finally,  getting  over  the  ground  well  with  Com- 
modus:  who,  under  the  appellation  of  Commo- 
dious, was  held  by  Mr.  Boffin  to  have  been  quite 
unworthy  of  his  English  origin,  and  "not  to 
have  acted  up  to  his  name"  in  his  government  of 
the  Roman  people.  With  the  death  of  this  per- 
sonage, Mr.  Wegg  terminated  his  first  reading  ; 
long  before  which  consummation  several  total 
eclipses  of  Mrs.  Boffin's  candle  behind  her  black 
velvet  disk,  would  have  been  very  alarming,  but 
for  being  regularly  accompanied  by  a  potent 
smell  of  burnt  ])ens  when  her  feathers  took  fire, 
which  acted  as  a  restorative  and  woke  her.  Mr. 
Wegg,  having  read  on  by  rote  and  attached  as 
few  ideas  as  possible  to  the  text,  came  out  of  the 
encounter  fresh  ;  but,  Mr.  Boffin,  who  had  soon 
laid  down  his  unfinished  pipe,  and  had  ever  since 
sat  intently  staring  with  his  eyes  and  mind  at 
the  confounding  enormities  of  the  Romans,  was 
so  severely  punished  that  he  could  hardly  wish 
his  literary  friend  Good-night,  and  articulate 
"To-morrow." 

"Commodious,"  gasped  Mr. Boffin,  staring  at 
the  moon,  after  letting  Wegg  out  at  the  gate 
and  fastening  it:  "Commodious  fights  in  that 
wild-beast-shovv,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five 
times,  in  one  character  only  !  As  if  that  wasn't 
stunning  enough,  a  hundred  lions  is  turned  into 
the  same  wild-beast-show  all  at  once  !  As  if  that 
wasn't  stunning  enough,  Commodious,  in  another 
character,  kills  'em  all  off  in  a  hundred  goes ! 
As  if  that  wasn't  stunning  enough,  Vittlc-us  (and 
well  named  too)  eats  six  millions'  worth,  English 
money,  in  seven  months !  Wegg  takes  it  easy, 
but  upon-my-soul  to  a  old  bird  like  myself  these 
are  scarcrs.  And  even  now  that  Commodious  is 
strangled,  I  don't  see  away  to  our  bettering  our- 
selves." Mr.  Boffin  added  as  he  turned  his  pen- 
sive steps  toward  the  Bower  and  sliook  his  head, 
"I  didn't  think  this  morning  there  was  half  so 
many  Scarers  in  Print.   But  I'm  in  for  it  now !" 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CUT  ADRIFT. 

The  Six  Jolly  Fellowship  -  Porters,  already 
mentioned  as  a  tavern  of  a  dropsical  appearance, 
had  long  settled  down  into  a  state  of  hale  infirm- 
ity. In  its  whole  constitution  it  had  not  a  straight 
floor,  and  hardly  a  straight  line ;  but  it  had  out- 
lasted, and  clearly  would  yet  outlast,  many  a 
better-trimmed  building,  many  a  sprucer  public 
house.  Externally,  it  was  a  narrow  lopsided 
wooden  jumble  of  corpulent  windows  heaped  one 
upon  another  as  you  might  heap  as  many  top- 
])ling  oranges,  with  a  crazy  Avooden  veranda 
impending  over  the  water ;  indeed  the  whole 
house,  inclusive  of  the  complaining  flag-staff  on 
the  roof,  impended  over  the  water,  but  seemed 
to  have  got  into  the  condition  of  a  faint-hearted* 
diver  who  has  paused  so  long  on  the  brink  that 
he  will  never  go  in  at  all. 

This  description  apj)lies  to  the  river-frontage 
of  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship-Porters.  The  back 
of  the  establishment,  though  the  chief  entrance 
was  there,  so  contracted  that  it  merely  repre- 
sented in  its  connection  with  the  front,  the  han- 
dle of  a  flat-iron  set  upright  on  its  broadest  end. 
This  handle  stood  at  the  bottom  of  a  wilderness 
of  court  and  alley :  which  wilderness  jiressed  so 
hard  and  close  upon  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship- 
Porters  as  to  leave  the  hostelry  not  an  inch  of 
ground  beyond  its  door.  For  this  reason,  in 
combination  with  the  fact  that  the  house  was 
all  but  afloat  at  high-water,  when  the  Porters 
had  a  family  wash  the  linen  subjected  to  that 
operation  might»usually  be  seen  drying  on  lines 
stretched  across  the  reception-rooms  and  bed- 
chambers. * 

The  wood  forming.the  chimney-pieces,  beams, 
partitions,  floors  and  doors,  of  the  Six  Jolly  Fel- 
lowship-Porters, seemed  in  its  old  age  fraught 
with  confused  memories  of  its  youth.  In  many 
places  it  had  become  gnarled  and  riven,  accord- 
ing to  the  manner  of  old  trees;  knots  started  out 
of  it ;  and  here  and  there  it  seemed  to  twist  it- 
self into  some  likeness  of  boughs.  In  this  state 
of  second  childhood  it  had  an  air  of  being  in  its 
own  way  garrulous  about  its  early  life.  Not 
without  reason  was  it  often  asserted  by  the  regu- 
lar frequenters  of  the  Porters,  that  when  the 
light  shone  full  upon  the  grain  of  certain  panels, 
and  particularly  upon  an  old  corner  cujjboard  of 
walnut-wood  in  the  bar,  you  might  trace  little 
forests  there,  and  tiny  trees  like  the  parent  tree, 
in  full  umbrageous  leaf. 

The  bar  of  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship-Porters 
was  a  bar  to  soften  the  human  breast.  The 
available  space  in  it  was  not  much  larger  than  a 
hackney-coach  ;  but  no  one  could  have  wished 
the  bar  bigger,  that  space  was  so  girt  in  by  cor- 
pulent little  casks,  and  by  cordial-bottles  radiant 
with  fictitious  grapes  in  bunches,  and  by  lemons 
in  nets,  and  by  biscuits  in  baskets,  and  by  the 
polite  beer-pulls  that  made  low  bows  when  cus- 
tomers were  served  with  beer,  and  by  the  cheese 
in  a  snug  corner,  and  by  the  landlady's  own 
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small  table  in  a  snugger  corner  near  the  fire, 
with  the  cloth  everlastingly  laid.  This  haven 
was  divided  from  the  rough  world  by  a  glass 
partition  and  a  half-door,  with  a  leaden  sill  upon 
it  for  the  convenience  of  resting  your  liquor ; 
but,  over  this  half-door  the  bar's  snugness  so 
gushed  forth,  that,  albeit  customers  drank  there 
standing,  in  a  dark  and  draughty  passage  where 
they  were  shouldered  by  other  customers  passing 
in  and  out,  they  always  ajipeared  to  drink  under 
an  enchanting  delusion  that  they  were  in  the  bar 
itself. 

For  the  rest,  both  the  tap  and  parlor  of  the 
Six  Jolly  Fellowship-Porters  gave  upon  the  river, 
and  had  red  curtains  matching  the  noses  of  the 
regular  customers,  and  were  provided  with  com- 
fortable fireside  tin  utensils,  like  models  of  sugar- 
loaf  hats,  made  in  that  shape  that  they  might, 
with  their  pointed  ends,  seek  out  for  themselves 
glowing  nooks  in  the  depths  of  the  red  coals, 
when  they  mulled  your  ale,  or  heated  for  you 
those  delectable  drinks.  Purl,  Flip,  and  Dog's 
Nose.  The  first  of  these  humming  compounds 
was  a  specialty  of  the  Porters,  which,  through 
an  inscription  on  its  door-posts,  gently  appealed 
to  your  feelings  as,  "The  Early  Purl  House." 
For,  it  would  seem  that  Purl  must  always  be 
taken  early ;  though  whether  for  any  more  dis- 
tinctly stomachic  reason  than  that,  as  the  early 
bird  catches  the  worm,  so  the  early  purl  catches 
the  customer,  can  not  here  be  resolved.  It  only 
remains  to  add  that  in  the  handle  of  the  flat- 
iron,  and  opposite  the  bar,  was  a  very  little  room 
like  a  three-cornered  hat,  into  which  no  direct 
ray  of  sun,  moon,  or  star,  ever  penetrated,  but 
which  was  superstitiously  regarded  as  a  sanctu- 
ary replete  with  comfort  and  retirement  by  gas- 
light, and  on  the  door  of  which  was  therefore 
painted  its  alluring  name  :  Cozy. 

Miss  Potterson,  sole  proprietor  and  manager 
of  the  Fellowship-Porters,  reigned  supreme  on 
her  throne,  the  Bar,  and  a  man  must  have  drunk 
himself  mad  drunk  indeed  if  he  thought  he  conld 
contest  a  point  Avitli  her.  Being  known  on  her 
own  authority  as  Miss  Abl)ey  Potterson,  some 
water-side  heads,  which  (like  the  water)  were 
none  of  the  clearest,  harbored  muddled  notions 
that,  because  of  her  dignity  and  firmness,  she 
was  named  after,  or  in  some  sort  related  to,  the 
Abbey  at  Westminster.  But,  Abbey  was  only 
short  for  Abigail,  by  which  name  Miss  Potter- 
son had  been  christened  at  Limehouse  Church, 
some  sixty  and  odd  years  before. 

"Now,  you  mind,  you  Riderhood,"  said  Miss 
Abbey  Potterson,  with  emphatic  forefinger  over 
the  half-door,  "the  Fellowships  don't  want  you 
at  all,  and  would  rather  by  fiir  have  your  room 
than  your  company ;  but  if  you  were  as  wel- 
come here  as  you  are  not,  you  shouldn't  even 
then  have  another  drop  of  drink  here  this  night, 
after  this  present  pint  of  beer.  So  make  the 
most  of  it."' 

"But  you  know,  INIiss  Potterson,"  this  was 
suggested  very  meekly  though,  "if  I  behave  my- 
self, you  can't  help  serving  me,  miss." 


"  Can't  II"  said  Abbey,  with  infinite  expres- 
sion. 

"No,  Miss  Potterson;  because,  you  see,  the 
law—" 

"  /  am  the  law  here,  my  man,"  returned  Miss 
Abbey,  "and  I'll  soon  convince  you  of  that,  if 
you  doubt  it  at  all." 

"I  never  said  I  did  doubt  it  at  all.  Miss 
Abbey." 

"So  much  the  better  for  you." 

Abbey  the  su})reme  threw  the  customer's  half- 
pence into  the  till,  and,  seating  herself  in  her 
fireside-chair,  resumed  the  newspaper  she  had 
been  reading.  She  was  a  tall,  upright,  well- 
favored  woman,  though  severe  of  countenance, 
and  had  more  of  the  air  of  a  schoolmistress  than 
mistress  of  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship  -  Porters. 
The  man  on  the  other  side  of  the  half-door  was 
a  water-side  man  with  a  squinting  leer,  and  he 
eyed  her  as  if  he  were  one  of  her  pupils  in  dis- 
grace. 

"  You're  cruel  hard  upon  me.  Miss  Potterson." 

Miss  Potterson  read  her  newspaper  with  con- 
tracted brows,  and  took  no  notice  until  he  whis- 
pered : 

"Miss  Potterson!  Ma'am!  Might  I  have 
half  a  word  with  you  ?" 

Deigning  then  to  turn  her  eyes  sideways  to- 
ward the  suppliant.  Miss  Potterson  beheld  him 
knuckling  his  low  forehead,  and  ducking  at  her 
with  his  head,  as  if  he  were  asking  leave  to  fling 
himself  head  foremost  over  the  half-door  and 
alight  on  his  feet  in  the  bar. 

"Well?"  said  Miss  Potterson,  with  a  manner 
as  short  as  she  herself  was  long,  "  say  your  half 
word.     Bring  it  out." 

"Miss  Potterson!  Ma'am!  Would  yoii 
'sxcuse  me  taking  the  liberty  of  asking,  is  it  my 
character  that  you  take  objections  to?" 

"Certainly,"  said  Miss  Potterson. 

"Is  it  that  you're  afraid  of — ' 

"I  am  not  afraid  of  you,''  interposed  Miss 
Potterson,  "if  you  mean  that." 

"But  I  humbly  don't  mean  that,  Miss  Abbey." 

"Then  what  do  you  mean?" 

"You  really  are  so  cruel  hard  upon  me! 
What  I  was  going  to  make  inquiries  was  no 
more  than,  might  you  have  any  apprehensions 
—  leastways  beliefs  or  suppositions  —  that  the 
company's  property  mightn't  be  altogether  to  be 
considered  safe,  if  I  used  the  house  too  regu- 
lar?" 

"What  do  you  want  to  know  for?" 

"Well,  Miss  Abbey,  respectfully  meaning  no 
offense  to  you,  it  would  be  some  satisfaction  to 
a  man's  mind,  to  understand  why  the  Fellow- 
ship-Porters is  not  to  be  free  to  such  as  me,  and 
is  to  be  free  to  such  as  Gaffer." 

The  face  of  the  hostess  darkened  with  some 
shadow  of  ))erj)lexity,  as  she  rei)lied  :  "Gaffer 
has  never  been  where  you  have  been." 

"Signifying  in  Quod,  INIiss?  Perhaps  not. 
But  he  may  have  merited  it.  He  may  be  ?us- 
jjccted  of  far  worse  than  ever  I  was." 

"Who  suspects  him?" 
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"Many,  perhaps.  One,  beyond  all  doubts. 
I  do." 

"  You  are  not  much,"  said  Miss  Abbey  Pot- 
terson,  knitting  her  brows  again  with  disdain. 

"But  I  was  his  pardner.  Mind  you.  Miss 
Abbey,  I  was  his  pardner.  As  such  I  know 
more  of  the  ins  and  outs  of  him  than  any  person 
living  does.  Notice  this !  I  am  the  man  that 
was  his  pardner,  and  I  am  the  man  that  sus- 
pects hira." 

"Then,"  suggested  Miss  Abbey,  though  with 
a  deeper  shade  of  perplexity  than  before,  "you 
criminate  yourself."  "* 

"No  I  don't.  Miss  Abbey.  For  how  does  it 
stand?  It  stands  this  way.  When  I  was  his 
pardner,  I  couldn't  never  give  him  satisfaction. 
Why  couldn't  I  never  give  him  satisfaction? 
Because  my  luck  was  bad;  because  I  couldn't 
find  many  enough  of  'em.  How  was  his  luck  ? 
Always  good.  Notice  this!  Always  good!  Ah! 
There's  a  many  games.  Miss  Abbey,  in  which 
there's  chance,  but  there's  a  many  others  in 
which  there's  skill  too,  mixed  along  with  it.'' 

"That  Gaflter  has  a  skill  in  finding  what  he 
finds,  who  doubts,  man?"  asked  Miss  Abbey, 

"A  skill  in  purwiding  what  he  finds,  per- 
haps," said  Riderhood,  shaking  his  evil  head. 

Miss  Abbey  knitted  her  brow  at  him,  as  he 
darkly  leered  at  her. 

"If  you're  out  upon  the  river  pretty  nigh  ev- 
ery tide,  and  if  you  want  to  find  a  man  or  woman 
in  the  river,  you'll  greatly  help  your  luck,  Miss 
Abbey,  by  knocking  a  man  or  woman  on  the 
head  aforehand  and  pitching  'em  in," 

"Gracious  Lud!"  was  the  involuntary  ex- 
clamation of  Miss  Potterson. 

"  Mind  you !"  returned  the  other,  stretching 
forward  over  the  half  door  to  throw  his  words 
into  the  bar ;  for  his  voice  was  as  if  the  head  of 
his  boat's  mop  were  down  his  throat ;  "I  say  so, 
Miss  Abbey  !  And  mind  you  T  I'll  follow  him 
up,  Miss  Abbey  !  And  mind  you !  I'll  bring  him 
to  book  at  last,  if  it's  twenty  year  hence,  I  will ! 
Who's  he,  to  be  favored  along  of  his  daughter  ? 
Ain't  I  got  a  daughter  of  my  own !" 

With  that  flourish,  and  seeming  to  have  talked 
himself  rather  more  drunk  and  much  more  fero- 
cious than  he  had  begun  by  being,  Mr.  Rider- 
hood  took  up  his  pint  pot  and  swaggered  ofi"  to 
the  tap-room. 

Gafi'er  was  not  there,  but  a  pretty  strong  mus- 
ter of  Miss  Abbey's  pupils  were,  who  exhibited, 
when  occasion  required,  the  greatest  docility. 
On  the  clock's  striking  ten,  and  Miss  Abbey's 
appearing  at  the  door,  and  addressing  a  certain 
person  in  a  faded  scarlet  jacket,  with  "  George 
Jones,  your  time's  up  !  I  told  your  wife  you 
should  be  punctual,"  Jones  submissively  rose, 
gave  the  company  good-night,  and  retired.  At 
half-past  ten,  on  Miss  Abbey's  looking  in  again, 
and  saying,  "William  Williams,  Bob  Glamour, 
and  Jonathan,  you  are  all  due,"  Williams,  Bob, 
and  Jonathan  with  similar  meekness  took  their 
leave  and  evaporated.  Greater  Avonder  than 
these,  when  a  bottle-nosed  person  in  a  glazed 


hat  had  after  some  considerable  hesitation  or- 
dered another  glass  of  gin  and  water  of  the  at- 
tendant pot-boy,  and  when  Miss  Abbey,  instead 
of  sending  it,  appeared  in  person,  saying,  "Cap- 
tain Joey,  you  have  Had  as  much  as  will  do  you 
good,"  not  only  did  the  captain  feebly  rub  his 
knees  and  contemplate  the  fire  without  oftcring 
a  Avord  of  protest,  but  the  rest  of  the  company 
murmured,  "Ay,  ay,  Captain,  Miss  Abbey's 
right;  you  be  guided  by  Miss  Abbey,  Captain." 
Nor  wasMiss  Abbey's  vigilance  in  anywise  abated 
by  this  submission,  but  rather  sharpened;  for, 
looking  round  on  the  deferential  faces  of  her 
school,  and  descrying  two  other  young  persons  in 
need  of  admonition,  she  thus  bestowed  it:  "  Tom 
Tootle,  it's  time  for  a  young  fellow  who's  going 
to  be  married  next  month,  to  be  at  home  and 
asleep.  And  you  needn't  nudge  him,  Mr.  Jack 
Mullins,  for  I  know  your  work  begins  early  to- 
morrow, and  I  say  the  same  to  you.  So  come ! 
Good-night,  like  good  lads!"  Upon  which,  the 
blushing  Tootle  looked  to  Mullins,  and  the  blush- 
ing Mullins  looked  to  Tootle,  on  the  question 
who  should  rise  first,  and  finally  both  rose  to- 
gether and  went  out  on  the  broad  grin,  followed 
by  Miss  Abbey ;  in  whose  presence  the  company 
did  not  take  the  liberty  of  grinning  likewise. 

In  such  an  establishment,  the  white-aproned 
pot-boy  with  his  shirt-sleeves  arranged  in  a  tight 
roll  on  each  bare  shoulder,  was  a  mere  hint  of 
the  possibility  of  physical  force,  thrown  out  as  a 
matter  of  state  and  form.  Exactly  at  the  closing 
hour,  all  the  guests  who  were  left  filed  out  in 
the  best  order  :  Miss  Abbey  standing  at  the  half 
door  of  the  bar,  to  hold  a  ceremony  of  review 
and  dismissal.  All  wished  Miss  Abbey  good- 
night, and  Miss  Abbey  wished  good-night  to  all, 
except  Riderhood.  The  sapient  pot-boy,  looking 
on  officially,  then  had  the  conviction  borne  in 
upon  his  soul,  that  the  man  was  evermore  out- 
cast and  excommunicate  from  the  Six  Jolly  Fel- 
lowship-Porters. 

"You  Bob  Glibbery,"  said  Miss  Abbey  to  this 
pot-boy,  "run  round  to  Hexam's  and  tell  his 
daughter  Lizzie  that  I  want  to  speak  to  her." 

With  exemplary  swiftness  Bob  Glibbery  de- 
parted, and  returned.  Lizzie,  following  him, 
arrived  as  one  of  the  two  female  domestics  of 
the  Fellowship-Porters  arranged  on  the  snug 
little  table  by  the  bar  fire  Miss  Potterson's  sup- 
per of  hot  sausages  and  mashed  potatoes. 

"Come  in  and  sit  ye  down,  girl,"  said  Miss 
Abbey.     "  Can  you  eat  a  bit  ?" 

"  No  thank  you,  Miss.  I  have  had  my  sup- 
per." 

"I  have  had  mine  too,  I  think,"  said  Miss 
Abbey,  pushing  away  the  untasted  dish,  "and 
more  than  enough  of  it.     I  am  put  out,  Lizzie." 

"I  am  very  sorry  for  it.  Miss." 

"Then  why,  in  the  name  of  Goodness,"  quoth 
Miss  Abbey,  sharply,  "  do  you  do  it?" 

"/doit.  Miss!" 

"There,  there!  Don't  look  astonished.  I 
ought  to  have  begun  with  a  word  of  explanation, 
but  it's  my  way  to  make  short  cuts  at  things.     I 
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always  was  a  pe])]>erer.  You  Bob  Glibbery  there, 
put  the  chain  ui)on  the  door  and  get  ye  down  to 
your  sup])er." 

Witli  an  ahicrity  that  seemed  no  less  referable 
to  the  pcp])erer  fact  than  to  tlie  supper  fact,  Bob 
obeyed,  and  liis  boots  were  heard  descending  to- 
ward the  bed  of  the  river. 

"  Li/zie  Ilexam,  Lizzie  TIexam,"  then  began 
Miss  Potterson,  ''how  often  have  I  held  out  to 
you  the  oi)portunity  of  getting  clear  of  your  fa- 
ther, and  doing  well?" 

"Very  often.  Miss." 

"Very  often?  Yes!  And  I  might  as  well 
have  spoken  to  the  iron  funnel  of  tlic  strongest 
sea-going  steamer  that  passes  the  Fellowship- 
Porters." 

"No,  Miss,"  Lizzie  pleaded:  "because  that 
would  not  be  thankful,  and  1  am." 

"I  vow  and  declare  I  am  half-ashamed  of 
myself  for  taking  such  an  interest  in  you,"  said 
Miss  Abbey,  pettishly,  "for  I  don't  believe  I 
should  do  it  if  you  were  not  good-looking.  Why 
ain't  you  ugly?" 

Lizzie  merely  answered  this  difficult  question 
with  an  apologetic  glance. 

"However,  you  ain't,"  resumed  Miss  Pot- 
terson, "so  it's  no  use  going  into  that.  I  must 
take  you  as  I  find  you.  Which  indeed  is  what 
I've  done.  And  you  mean  to  say  you  are  still 
obstinate?" 

"Not  obstinate,  Miss,  I  hope." 

"Eirm  (I  suppose  you  call  it)  then?" 

"Yes,  Miss.     Fixed  like." 

"Never  was  an  obstinate  person  yet,  who 
would  own  to  the  word !"  remarked  Miss  Pot- 
terson, rubbing  her  vexed  nose;  "I'm  sure  I 
would,  if  I  was  obstinate;  but  I  am  a  pepperer, 
which,  is  different.  Lizzie  Hexam,  Lizzie  Hex- 
am,  think  again.  Do  you  know  the  worst  of  your 
father?" 

"Do  T  know  the  worst  of  father!"  she  repeat- 
ed, opening  her  eyes. 

"Do  you  know  the  suspicions  to  which  your 
father  makes  himself  liable  ?  Do  you  know  the 
suspicions  that  are  actually  about,  against  him  ?" 

The  consciousness  of  what  he  habitually  did 
oppressed  the  girl  heavily,  and  she  slowly  cast 
dowm  her  eyes. 

"Say,  Lizzie.  Do  you  know?"  urged  Miss 
Abbey. 

"Please  to  tell  me  what  the  suspicions  are. 
Miss,"  she  asked  after  a  silence,  with  her  eyes 
u\)<m  the  ground. 

"  It's  not  an  easy  thing  to  tell  a  daughter,  but 
it  must  be  told.  It  is  thought  by  some,  then, 
that  your  father  helps  to  their  death  a  few  of 
those  that  he  finds  dead." 

The  relief  of  hearing  what  she  felt  sure  was  a 
false  suspicion,  in  i)lace  of  the  ox))ected  real 
and  true  one,  so  liglitencd  Lizzie's  breast  for 
the  moment,  that  Miss  Al)boy  was  amazed  at 
her  demeanor.  She  raised  her  eyes  quickly, 
shof)k  her  head,  and,  in  a  kind  of  triunq)h,  al- 
most laughed. 

"Thcv  little  know  father  who  talk  like  that!" 


("She  takes  it,"  thought  Miss  Abbey,  "very 
quietly.  She  takes  it  with  extraordinary  quiet- 
ness!") 

"And  perhaps,"  said  Lizzie,  as  a  recollection 
flaslied  upon  lier,  "it  is  some  one  who  has  a 
grudge  against  father ;  some  one  who  has  threat- 
ened father !     Is  it  Riderhood,  Miss  ?" 

"Well;  yes  it  is." 

"Yes!  He  was  father's  partner,  and  father 
broke  with  iiim,  and  now  he  revenges  himself. 
Father  broke  with  him  when  I  was  by,  and  he 
was  very  angry  at  it.  And  besides.  Miss  Ab- 
bey ! — Will  you  never,  without  strong  reason, 
let  pass  your  lips  what  I  am  going  to  say?" 

She  bent  forward  to  say  it  in  a  whisper. 

"I  promise,"  said  Miss  Abbey. 

"It  was  on  the  night  when  the  Harmon  mur- 
der was  found  out,  through  father,  just  above 
bridge.  And  just  below  bridge,  as  Ave  were 
sculling  home,  Riderhood  crept  out  of  the  dark 
in  his  boat.  And  many  and  many  times  after- 
ward, when  such  great  pains  were  taken  to  come 
to  the  bottom  of  the  crime,  and  it  never  could 
be  come  near,  I  thought  in  my  own  thoughts, 
could  Riderhood  himself  have  done  the  murder, 
and  did  he  purposely  let  father  find  the  body? 
It  seemed  a'most  wicked  and  cruel  to  so  much 
as  think  such  a  thing ;  but  now  that  he  tries  to 
throw  it  upon  father,  I  go  back  to  it  as  if  it  was 
a  truth.  Can  it  be  a  truth  ?  That  was  put  into 
my  mind  by  the  dead  ?'' 

She  asked  this  question  rather  of  the  fire 
than  of  the  hostess  of  the  Fellowship-Porters, 
and  looked  round  the  little  bar  with  troubled 
eyes. 

But,  Miss  Potterson,  as  a  ready  schoolmis- 
tress accustomed  to  bring  her  pu])ils  to  book,  set 
the  matter  in  a  light  that  was  essentially  of  this 
world. 

"You  poor  deluded  girl,"  she  said,  "don't 
you  see  that  you  can't  open  your  mind  to  par- 
ticular suspicions  of  one  of  the  two,  without 
opening  your  mind  to  general  susj)icions  of  the 
other?  They  had  worked  together.  Their  go- 
ings-on had  been  going  on  for  some  time.  Even 
granting  that  it  was  as  you  have  had  in  your 
thoughts,  what  the  two  had  done  together  would 
come  familiar  to  the  mind  of  one." 

"  You  don't  know  father,  Miss,  when  you 
talk  like  that.  Indeed,  indeed,  you  don't  know 
father." 

' '  Lizzie,  Lizzie, "  said  Miss  Potterson,  ' '  Leave 
him.  You  needn't  break  with  him  altogether, 
but  leave  him.  Do  well  away  from  him ;  not 
because  of  what  I  have  told  you  to-night — we'll 
pass  no  judgment  upon  that,  and  we'll  hope  it 
may  not  be — but  because  of  what  I  have  urged 
on  you  before.  No  matter  whether  it's  owing  to 
your  good  looks  or  not,  I  like  you  and  I  want 
to  serve  you.  Lizzie,  come  under  my  direction. 
Don't  fling  yourself  away,  my  girl,  but  be  per- 
sua<lcd  into  being  respectable  and  iiappy." 

In  the  sound  good  f(>oling  and  good  sense  of 
her  entreaty,  jNIiss  Abbey  had  softened  into  a 
soothing  tone,    and  had  even  drawn  her  arm 
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round  the  girl's  waist.  But  she  only  replied, 
"Thank  you,  thank  you!  I  can't.  I  won't.  I 
must  not  think  of  it.  The  harder  father  is  borne 
upon,  the  more  he  needs  me  to  lean  on." 

And  then  Miss  Abbey,  who,  like  all  hard  peo- 
ple when  they  do  soften,  felt  that  there  was  con- 
siderable compensation  owing  to  her,  underwent 
reaction  and  became  frigid. 

*'I  have  done  what  I  can,"  she  said,  "and 
you  must  go  your  way.  You  make  your  bed, 
and  you  must  lie  on  it.  But  tell  your  father  one 
thinfj :  he  must  not  come  here  any  more." 

"Oh,  Miss,  will  you  forbid  him  the  house 
where  I  know  he's  safe?" 

"  The  Fellowships,"  returned  Miss  Abbey, 
"  has  itself  to  look  to,  as  well  as  others.  It 
has  been  hard  work  to  establish  order  here,  and 
make  the  Fellowships  what  it  is,  and  it  is  daily 
and  nightly  hard  work  to  keep  it  so.  The  Fel- 
lowships must  i^t  have  a  taint  upon  it  that  may 
give  it  a  bad  name.  I  forbid  the  house  to  Rider- 
hood,  and  I  forbid  tlie  house  to  Gaffer.  I  for- 
bid both,  equally.  I  find  from  Riderhood  and 
you  together,  that  there  are  suspicions  against 
both  men,  and  I'm  not  going  to  take  upon  my- 
self to  decide  betwixt  them.  They  are  both 
tarred  with  a  dirty  brush,  and  I  can't  have  the 
Fellowships  tarred  with  the  same  brush.  That's 
all /know." 

"Good-night,  Miss!"  said  Lizzie  Hexam,  sor- 
rowfully. 

"Hah! — Good-night!"  returned  Miss  Abbey 
with  a  shake  of  her  head. 

"Believe  me.  Miss  Abbey,  I  am  truly  grate- 
ful all  the  same." 

"I  can  believe  a  good  deal,"  returned  the 
stately  Abbey,  "so  I'll  try  to  believe  that  too, 
Lizzie." 

No  supper  did  Miss  Potterson  take  that  night, 
and  only  half  her  usual  tumbler  of  hot  Port  Ne- 
gus. And  the  female  domestics  —  two  robust 
sisters,  with  staring  black  eyes,  shining  flat  red 
faces,  blunt  noses,  and  strong  black  curls,  like 
dolls  —  interchanged  the  sentiment  that  Missis 
had  had  her  hair  combed  the  wrong  way  by 
somebody.  And  the  pot-boy  afterward  remark- 
ed, that  he  hadn't  been  "so  rattled  to  bed"  since 
his  late  mother  had  systematically  accelerated 
his  retirement  to  rest  with  a  poker. 

The  chaining  of  the  door  behind  her,  as  she 
went  forth,  disenchanted  Lizzie  Hexam  of  that 
first  relief  she  had  felt.  The  night  was  black 
and  shrill,  the  river-side  wilderness  was  melan- 
choly, and  there  was  a  sound  of  casting-out,  in 
the  rattling  of  the  iron-links,  and  the  grating  of 
the  bolts  and  staples  under  Miss  Abbey's  hand. 
As  she  came  beneath  the  lowering  sky,  a  sense 
of  being  involved  in  a  murky  shade  of  Murder 
dropped  upon  her ;  and,  as  the  tidal  swell  of  the 
river  broke  at  her  feet  without  her  seeing  how 
it  gathered,  so,  her  thoughts  startled  her  by 
rushing  out  of  an  unseen  void  and  striking  at 
her  heart. 

Of  her  father's  being  groundlcssly  suspected, 
she  felt  sure.  Sure.  Sure.  And  yet,  repeat 
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the  word  inwardly  as  often  as  she  would,  the 
attempt  to  reason  out  and  prove  that  she  was 
sure,  always  came  after  it  and  failed.  Rider- 
hood  had  done  the  deed,  and  entrapped  her  fa- 
ther. Riderhood  had  not  done  the  deed,  but 
had  resolved  in  his  malice  to  turn  against  her 
father  the  appearances  that  were  ready  to  his 
hand  to  distort.  Equally  and  swiftly  upon  either 
putting  of  the  case,  followed  the  frightful  possi- 
bility that  her  father,  being  innocent,  yet  mights- 
come  to  be  believed  guilty.  She  had  heard  of 
people  suffering  Death  for  bloodshed  of  which 
they  were  afterward  proved  pure,  and  those  ill- 
fated  persons  were  not,  first,  in  that  dangerous 
wrong  in  which  her  father  stood.  Then  at  the 
best,  the  beginning  of  his  being  set  apart,  whis- 
pered against,  and  avoided,  was  a  certain  fact. 
It  dated  from  that  very  night.  And  as  the  great 
black  river  with  its  dreary  shores  was  soon  lost 
to  her  view  in  the  gloom,  so,  she  stood  on  the 
river's  brink  unable  to  see  into  the  vast  blank 
misery  of  a  life  suspected,  and  fallen  away  from 
by  good  and  bad,  but  knowing  that  it  lay  there 
dim  before  her,  stretching  away  to  the  great 
ocean.  Death. 

One  thing  only  was  clear  to  the  girl's  mind. 
Accustomed  from  her  very  babyhood  promptly 
to  do  the  thing  that  could  be  done — whether  to 
keep  out  weather,  to  ward  off  cold,  to  postpone 
hunger,  or  what  not — she  started  out  of  her 
meditation,  and  ran  home. 

The  room  was  quiet,  and  the  lamp  burnt  on 
the  table.  In  the  bunk  in  the  corner  her  broth- 
er hiy  asleep.  She  bent  over  him  softly,  kissed 
him,  and  came  to  the  table. 

"By  the  time  of  Miss  Abbey's  closing,  and 
by  the  run  of  the  tide,  it  must  be  one.  Tide's 
running  up.  Father  at  Chiswick,  woukln't  think 
of  coming  down,  till  after  the  turn,  and  that's  at 
half  after  four.  I'll  call  Charley  at  six.  I  shall 
hear  the  church-clocks  strike,  as  I  sit  here." 

Very  quietly  she  placed  a  chair  before  the 
scanty  fire,  and  sat  down  in  it,  drawing  her 
shawl  about  her. 

"Charley's  hollow  down  by  the  flare  is  not 
there  now.     Poor  Charley  !" 

The  clock  struck  two,  and  the  clock  struck 
three,  and  the  clock  struck  four,  and  she  remain- 
ed there,  with  a  woman's  patience  and  her  own 
purpose.  When  the  morning  was  well  on  be- 
tween four  and  five,  she  8lii)ped  off  her  shoes 
(that  her  going  about  might  not  wake  Charley), 
trimmed  the  fire  sparingly,  put  water  on  to  boil, 
and  set  the  table  for  breakfast.  Then  she  went 
up  the  ladder,  lamp  in  hand,  and  came  down 
again,  and  glided  about  and  about,  making  a 
little  bundle.  Lastly,  from  her  pocket,  and  from 
the  chimney-piece,  and  from  an  inverted  basin 
on  the  highest  shcif,  she  brought  half-pence,  a 
few  sixpences,  fewer  shillings,  and  fell  to  labori- 
ously and  noiselessly  counting  thetn,  and  setting 
aside  one  little  heap.  She  was  still  so  engaged, 
when  she  was  startled  by  : 

"Hal-loa!"  ;^om  her  brother,  sitting  up  in 
bed.  ^ 
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"You  made  me  jump,  Cliarley." 

"Jump!  Didn't  you  make  me  jump,  when 
I  opened  my  eyes  a  moment  ago,  and  saw  you 
sitting  there,  like  the  ghost  of  a  girl-miser,  in 
the  dead  of  the  night  ?" 

"  It's  not  the  dead  of  the  night,  Charley.  It's 
nigh  six  in  the  morning.'' 

"Is  it  though?      But  what  are  you  up  to, 
Liz?" 
m^  "Still  telling  your  fortune,  Charley." 

"It  seems  to  be  a  precious  small  one,  if  that's 
it,"  said  the  boy.  "What  are  you  putting  that 
little  pile  of  money  by  itself  for  ?" 

"For  you,  Charley." 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?" 

"Get  out  of  bed,  Charley,  and  get  washed 
and  dressed,  and  then  I'll  tell  you." 

Her  composed  manner,  and  her  low  distinct 
voice,  always  had  an  influence  over  him.  His 
head  was  soon  in  a  basin  of  water,  and  out  of  it 
again,  and  staring  at  her  through  a  storm  of 
toweling. 

"I  never,"  toweling  at  himself  as  if  he  were 
his  bitterest  enemy,  "saw  such  a  girl  as  you  are. 
What  is  the  move,  Liz?" 

"Are  you  almost  ready  for  breakfast,  Char- 
ley?" 

"You  can  pour  it  out.  Hal-loa !  I  say  ?  And 
a  bundle  ?" 

"And  a  bundle,  Charley." 

"You  don't  mean  it's  for  me,  too?" 

"Yes,  Charley;  I  do,  indeed." 

More  serious  of  face,  and  more  slow  of  action, 
than  he  had  been,  the  boy  completed  his  dress- 
ing, and  came  and  sat  down  at  the  little  break- 
fast-table, with  his  eyes  amazedly  directed  to 
her  face. 

"You  see,  Charley  dear,  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  tliat  this  is  the  right  time  for  your  going 
away  from  us.  Over  and  above  all  the  blessed 
change  of  by-and-by,  you'll  be  much  happier, 
and  do  much  better,  even  so  soon  as  next  month. 
Even  so  soon  as  next  week." 

"  How  do  you  know  I  shall  ?" 

"I  don't  quite  know  how,  Charley,  but  I  do." 
In  spite  of  her  unchanged  manner  of  speaking, 
and  her  unchanged  appearance  of  composure, 
she  scarcely  trusted  herself  to  lode  at  him,  but 
jkept  her  eyes  employed  on  the  cutting  and  but- 
tering of  his  bread,  and  on  the  mixing  of  his 
tea,  and  other  such  little  pre])arations.  "You 
must  leaA'C  father  to  me,  Charley — I  will  do 
what  I  can  with  hii«'^-but  you  must  go." 

"You  don't  stand  upon  ceremony,  I  think," 
grumbled  the  boy,  throwing  his  bread  and  but- 
ter about,  in  an  ill-liumor. 

She  made  him  no  answer. 

"I  tell  you  what,"  said  the  boy,  then,  burst- 
ing out  into  an  angry  whimfjcring,  "you're  a 
selfish  jade,  and  you  thi-nk  there's  not  enough 
for  three  of  us,  and  you  want  to  get  rid  of  me." 

"If  you  believe  so,  ■Charley, — yes,  then  I  be- 
lieve too,  that  I  am  a  selfish  jade,  and  that  I 
think  there's  not  enough  for  tU^e  of  us,  and  that 
I  want  to  get  rid  of  you."         ' 


It  was  only  when  the  boy  rushed  at  her,  and 
threw  his  arms  round  her  neck,  that  she  lost  her 
self-restraint.  But  she  lost  it  then,  and  wept 
over  him. 

"Don't  cry,  don't  cry  !  I  am  satisfied  to  go, 
Liz  ;  I  am  satisfied  to  go.  I  know  you  send  me 
away  for  my  good." 

"O,  Charley,  Charley,  Heaven  above  us 
knows  I  do  1" 

"Yes,  yes.  Don't  mind  what  I  said.  Don't 
remember  it.     Kiss  me." 

After  a  silence,  she  loosed  him,  to  dry  her 
eyes  and  regain  her  strong  quiet  influence. 

"Now  listen,  Charley  dear.  We  both  know 
it  must  be  done,  and  I  alone  know  there  is  good 
reason  for  its  being  done  at  once.  Go  straight 
to  the  school,  and  say  that  you  and  I  agreed 
upon  it — that  we  can't  overcome  father's  oppo- 
sition— that  father  will  never  trouble  them,  but 
will  never  take  you  back.  You  are  a  credit  to 
the  school,  and  you  will  be  a  greater  credit  to  it 
yet,  and  they  will  help  you  to  get  a  living.  Show 
what  clothes  you  have  brought,  and  what  money, 
and  say  that  I  will  send  some  more  money.  If 
I  can  get  some  in  no  other  way,  I  will  ask  a 
little  help  of  those  two  gentlemen  who  came 
here  that  night." 

"  I  say  !"  cried  her  brother,  quickly.  "Don't 
you  have  it  of  that  chap  that  took  hold  of  me  by 
the  chin  !  Don't  you  have  it  of  that  Wrayburn 
one !" 

Perhaps  a  slight  additional  tinge  of  red  flashed 
up  into  her  face  and  brow,  as  with  a  nod  she 
laid  a  hand  upon  his  lips  to  keep  him  silently 
attentive. 

"And  above  all  things  mind  this,  Charley! 
Be  sure  you  always  speak  well  of  father.  Be 
sure  you  always  give  father  his  full  due.  You 
can't  deny  that  because  fatlier  has  no  learning 
himself  he  is  set  against  it  in  you ;  but  frivor  no- 
thing else  against  him,  and  be  sure  you  say — as 
you  know — that  your  sister  is  devoted  to  him. 
And  if  you  should  ever  happen  to  hear  any  thing 
said  against  father  that  is  new  to  you,  it  will 
not  be  true.  Remember,  Charley !  It  will  not 
be  true." 

The  boy  looked  at  her  with  some  doubt  and 
surprise,  but  she  went  on  again  without  heed- 
ing it. 

"Above  all  things  remember!  It  will  not  be 
true.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  Cliarley  dear, 
except,  be  good,  and  get  learning,  and  only  think 
of  some  things  in  the  old  life  here,  as  if  you  had 
dreamed  them  in  a  dream  last  night.  Good-by, 
my  Darling  I" 

Though  so  young,  she  infused  into  these  part- 
m<y  words  a  love  that  was  far  more  like  a  mo- 
ther's  than  a  sister's,  and  before  which  the  boy 
was  quite  bowed  down.  After  holding  her  to 
his  breast  with  a  passionate  cry,  he  took  up  his 
bundle  and  darted  out  at  the  door,  with  an  arm 
across  his  eyes. 

The  white  face  of  the  winter  day  came  slug- 
gishly on,  veiled  in  a  frosty  mist ;  and  the  shad- 
owy ships  in  the  river  slowly  changed  to  black 
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substances ;  and  the  sun,  blood-red  on  the  east- 
ern marshes  behind  dark  masts  andyards,  seemed 
filled  with  the  ruins  of  a  forest  it  had  set  on  fire. 
Lizzie,  looking  for  her  father,  saw  him  coming, 
and  stood  upon  the  causeway  that  he  might  see 
her. 

He  had  nothing  with  him  but  his  boat,  and 
came  on  apace.  A  knot  of  those  amphibious 
human-creatures  who  apTpear  to  have  some  mys- 
terious power  of  extracting  a  subsistence  out  of 
tidal  water  by  looking  at  it,  were  gathered  to- 
gether about  the  causeway.  As  her  father's 
boat  grounded,  they  became  contemplative  of 
the  mud,  and  dispersed  themselves.  She  saw 
that  the  mute  avoidance  had  begun. 

Gaffer  saw  it,  too,  in  so  far  as  that  he  was 
moved  when  he  set  foot  on  shore,  to  stare  around 
him.  But,  he  promptly  set  to  work  to  haul  up 
his  boat,  and  make  her  fast,  and  take  the  sculls 
and  rudder  and  rope  out  of  her.  Carrying  these 
with  Lizzie's  aid,  he  passed  up  to  his  dwelling. 

"  Sit  close  to  the  fire,  father,  dear,  while  I 
cook  your  breakfast.  It's  all  ready  for  cooking, 
and  only  been  waiting  for  you.  You  must  be 
frozen." 

"Well,  Lizzie,  I  ain't  of  a  glow;  that's  cer- 
tain. And  my  hands  seemed  nailed  through  to 
the  sculls.  See  how  dead  they  are  I"  Some- 
thing suggestive  in  their  color,  and  perhaps  in 
her  face,  struck  him  as  he  held  them  up ;  he 
turned  his  shoulder  and  held  them  down  to  the 
fire. 

"You  were  not  out  in  the  perishing  night,  I 
hope,  father?" 

"No,  my  dear.  Lay  aboard  a  barge,  by  a 
blazing  coal-fire. — Where's  that  boy?" 

"  There's  a  drop  of  brandy  for  your  tea,  father, 
if  you'll  put  it  in  while  I  turn  this  bit  of  meat. 
If  the  river  was  to  get  frozen,  there  would  be  a 
deal  of  distress;  wouldn't  there,  father?" 

"Ah!  there's  always  enough  of  that,"  said 
Gaffer,  dropping  the  liquor  into  his  cup  from  a 
squat  black  bottle,  and  dropping  it  slowly  that 
it  might  seem  more ;  "distress  is  forever  a-going 
about,  like  sut  in  the  air — Ain't  that  boy  up 
yet?" 

"  The  meat's  ready  now,  father.  Eat  it  while 
it's  hot  and  comfcjrtable.  After  you  have  fin- 
ished, we'll  turn  round  to  the  fire  and  talk." 

But,  he  perceived  that  he  was  evaded,  and, 
having  thrown  a  hasty  angry  glance  toward  the 
bunk,  plucked  at  a  corner  of  her  apron  and 
asked : 

"What's  gone  with  that  boy  ?" 

"Fathel^  if  you'll  begin  your  breakfast,  I'll 
sit  by  and  tell  you." 

He  looked  at  her,  stirred  his  tea  and  took  two 
or  three  gulps,  then  cut  at  his  piece  of  hot  steak 
•with  his  case-knife,  and  said,  eating: 

"Now  then.     What's  gone  with  that  boy?" 

"  Don't  be  angry,  dear.  It  seems,  father,  that 
he  has  quite  a  gift  of  learning. " 

"  Unnat'ral  young  beggar!"  said  the  parent, 
shaking  his  knife  in  the  air. 

" — And  that  having  this  gift,  and  not  being 


equally  good  at  other  things,  he  has  made  shift 
to  get  some  schooling." 

"Unnat'ral  young  beggar!"  said  the  parent 
again,  with  his  former  action. 

" — And  that  knowing  you  have  nothing  to 
spare,  father,  and  not  wishing  to  be  a  burden  on 
you,  he  gradually  made  up  his  mind  to  go  seek 
his  fortune  out  of  learning.  He  went  away  this 
morning,  father,  and  he  cried  very  much  at  go- 
ing, and  he  hoped  you  would  forgive  him." 

"Let  him  never  come  a  nigh  me  to  ask  me 
my  forgiveness,"  said  the  father,  again  empha- 
sizing his  words  with  the  knife.  "Let  him  never 
come  within  sight  of  my  eyes,  nor  yet  within 
reach  of  my  arm.  His  own  father  ain't  good 
enough  for  him.  He's  disowned  his  own  father. 
His  own  father  therefore  disowns  him  for  ever 
and  ever,  as  a  unnat'ral  young  beggar." 

He  had  pushed  away  his  plate.  With  the  nat- 
ural need  of  a  strong  rough  man  in  anger,  to  do 
something  forcible,  he  now  clutched  his  knife 
overhand,  and  struck  downward  with  it  at  the 
end  of  every  succeeding  sentence.  As  he  would 
have  struck  with  his  own  clenched  fist  if  there 
had  chanced  to  be  nothing  in  it. 

"  He's  welcome  to  go.  He's  more  welcome  to 
go  than  to  stay.  But  let  him  never  come  back. 
Let  him  never  put  his  head  inside  that  door. 
And  let  you  never  speak  a  word  more  in  his  fa- 
vor, or  you'll  disown  your  own  father,  likewise, 
and  what  your  father  says  of  him  he'll  have  to 
come  to  say  of  you.  Now  I  see  why  them  men 
yonder  held  aloof  from  me.  They  says  to  one 
another,  '  Here  comes  the  man  as  ain't  good 
enough  for  his  own  son  !'     Lizzie — !" 

But,  she  stopped  him  with  a  cry.  Looking  at 
her  he  saw  her,  with  a  face  quite  strange  to  him, 
shrinking  back  against  the  wall,  with  her  hands 
before  her  eyes. 

"Father,  don't !  I  can't  bear  to  see  you  strik- 
ing with  it.     Put  it  down  !" 

He  looked  at  the  knife ;  but  in  his  astonish- 
ment still  held  it. 

"Father,  it's  too  horrible.  O  put  it  down, 
put  it  down !" 

Confounded  by  her  appearance  and  exclama- 
tion, he  tossed  it  away,  and  stood  up  with  his 
open  hands  held  out  before  him. 

"What's  come  to  you,  Liz?  Can  you  think 
I  would  strike  at  you  v.'ith  a  knife  ?" 

"No,  father,  no;  you  w^ould  never  hurt  me." 

"What  should  I  hurt?" 

"Nothing,  dear  father.  On  my  knees,  I  am 
certain,  in  my  heart  and  soul  I  am  certain,  no- 
thing! But  it  was  too  dreadful  to  bear;  for  it 
looked — "  her  hands  covering  her  face  again, 
"  O  it  looked—" 

"What  did  it  look  like?" 

The  recollection  of  his  murderous  figure,  com- 
bining with  her  trial  of  last  night,  and  her  trial 
of  the  morning,  caused  her  to  drop  at  his  feet, 
without  having  answered. 

He  had  never  seen  her  so  before.  He  raised 
her  with  the  utmost  tenderness,  calling  her  the 
best  of  daughters,  and  "my  poorpretty  creotur," 
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and  laid  her  head  upon  his  knee,  and  tried  to 
restore  her.  But  fjiilini^,  he  hiid  her  head  gen- 
tly down  aj^ain,  got  a  jiiilow  and  ))lac'ed  it  un- 
der her  dark  hair,  and  sought  on  the  table  for  a 
spoonful  of  hrandy.  There  being  none  left,  he 
hurriedly  caught  up  the  empty  bottle,  and  ran 
out  at  the  door. 

He  returned  as  hurriedly  as  he  had  gone,  with 
the  bottle  still  empty.  He  kneeled  down  by  her, 
took  her  head  on  his  arm,  and  moistened  her 
lips  with  a  little  water  into  which  he  dipped  his 
fingers :  saying,  iiercely,  as  he  looked  around, 
now  over  this  shoulder,  now  over  that : 

*' Have  we  got  a  pest  in  the  house?  Is  there 
summ'at  deadly  sticking  to  my  clothes  ?  What's 
let  loose  upon  us  ?    Who  loosed  it  ?" 


CHAPTER  VII. 

ME.  WEGG   LOOKS    AFTER    HIMSELF. 

Silas  Wegg,  being  on  his  road  to  the  Roman 
Empire,  approaches  it  by  way  of  Clerkcnwell. 
The  time  is  early  in  the  evening ;  the  weather 
moist  and  raw.  Mr.  Wegg  finds  leisure  to  make 
a  little  circuit,  by  reason  that  he  folds  his  screen 
early,  now  that  he  combines  another  source  of 
income  v/ith  it,  and  also  that  he  feels  it  due  to 
himself  to  be  anxiously  expected  at  the  Bower. 
"Boffin  will  get  all  the  eagerer  for  waiting  a 
bit,"  says  Silas,  screwing  up,  as  he  stumps  along, 
first  his  right  eye,  and  then  his  left.  Which  is 
something  superfluous  in  him,  for  Nature  has  al- 
ready screwed  both  pretty  tight. 

"  If  I  get  on  with  him  as  I  expect  to  get  on," 
Silas  pursues,  stumping  and  meditating,  "it 
wouldn't  become  me  to  leave  it  here.  It 
wouldn't  be  respectable."  Animated  by  this  re- 
flection, he  stumps  faster,  and  looks  a  long  w'ay 
before  him,  as  a  man  with  an  ambitious  project 
in  abeyance  often  will  do. 

Aware  of  a  working-jeweler  population  taking 
sanctuary  about  the  church  in  Clerkcnwell,  JMr. 
Wegg  is  conscious  of  an  interest  in,  and  a  re- 
spect for,  the  neighborhood.  But,  his  sensations 
in  this  regard  halt  as  to  their  strict  morality,  as 
he  halts  in  his  gait ;  for,  they  suggest  the  de- 
lights of  a  coat  of  invisibility  in  which  to  walk 
off  safely  with  the  precious  stones  and  watch- 
cases,  but  stop  short  of  any  compunction  for  the 
people  who  would  lose  the  same. 

Not,  however,  toward  the  "shops"  where  cun- 
ning artificers  work  in  pearls  and  diamonds  and 
gold  and  silver,  making  their  hands  so  rich,  that 
the  enriched  water  in  which  they  wash  them  is 
bought  for  the  refiners ; — not  toward  these  docs 
Mr.  Wegg  stmnj),  but  toward  the  poorer  shoj)s 
of  small  retail  traders  in  commodities  to  eat  and 
drink  and  keep  folks  warm,  and  of  Italian  frame- 
makers,  and  of  barbers,  and  of  brokers,  and  of 
dealers  in  dogs  and  ?inging-l)irds.  From  these, 
in  a  narrow  and  a  dirty  street  devoted  to  such 
callings,  Mr.  Wegg  selects  one  dark  shop-win- 
dow with  a  tallc^w-candlc  dimly  burning  in  it, 


surrounded  by  a  muddle  of  objects  vaguely  re- 
sembling pieces  of  leather  and  dry  stick,  but 
among  which  nothing  is  resolvable  into  any  thing 
distinct,  save  the  candle  itself  in  its  old  tin  can- 
dlestick, and  two  preserved  frogs  fighting  a  small- 
sword duel.  Stumping  with  fresh  vigor,  he  goes 
in  at  the  dark  greasy  entry,  pushes  a  little  greasy 
dark  reluctant  side-door,  and  follows  the  door 
into  the  little  dark  greasy  shop.  It  is  so  dark 
that  nothing  can  be  made  out  in  it,  over  a  little 
counter,  but  another  tallow-candle  in  another 
old  tin  candlestick,  close  to  the  face  of  a  man 
stooping  low  in  a  chair. 

Mr.  Wegg  nods  to  the  face,  "Good-evening." 

The  face  looking  up  is  a  sallow  face  with  weak 
eyes,  surmounted  by  a  tangle  of  reddish-dusty 
hair.  The  owner  of  the  face  has  no  cravat  on, 
and  has  opened  his  tumbled  shirt-collar  to  work 
with  the  more  ease.  For  the  same  reason  he 
has  no  coat  on :  only  a  loose  waistcoat  over  his 
yellow  linen.  His  eyes  are  like  the  over-tried 
eyes  of  an  engraver,  but  he  is  not  that ;  his  ex- 
pression and  stoop  arc  like  those  of  a  shoemaker, 
but  he  is  not  that. 

"Good-evening,  Mr.  Venus.  Don't  you  re- 
member?" 

W^ith  slowly  dawning  remembrance  ]\Ir.  Ve- 
nus rises,  and  holds  his  candle  over  the  little 
counter,  and  holds  it  down  toward  the  legs,  nat- 
ural and  artificial,  of  Mr.  Wegg. 

"To  be  sure  /"  he  says,  then.  "How  do  you 
do?" 

"Wegg,  you  know',"  that  gentleman  explains. 

"Yes,  yes,"  says  the  other.  "Hospital  am- 
putation ?" 

"Just  so,"  says  Mr.  Wegg. 

"Yes,  yes,"  quoth  Venus.  "How  do  you 
do?  Sit  down  by  the  fire,  and  warm  your — 
your  other  one," 

The  little  counter  being  so  short  a  counter 
that  it  leaves  the  fire-place,  which  would  have 
been  behind  it  if  it  had  l)een  longer,  accessible, 
]\Ir.  Wegg  sits  down  on  a  box  in  front  of  the 
fire,  and  inhales  a  warm  and  comfortable  smell 
which  is  not  the  smell  of  the  shop.  "  For  that," 
Mr.  Wegg  inwardly  decides,  as  he  takes  a  cor- 
rective sniff  or  two,  "is  musty,  leathery,  feath- 
ery, cellary,  gluey,  gummy,  and,''  with  another 
sniflF,  "as  it  might  be,  strong  of  old  pairs  of 
bellows." 

"  My  tea  is  drawing,  and  my  muffin  is  on  the 
hob,  Mr.  Wegg;  will  you  partake?" 

It  being  one  of  Mr.  Wegg's  guiding  rules  in 
life  always  to  partake,  he  says  he  will.  But,  the 
little  shop  is  so  excessively  dark,  is  stuck  so  full 
j  of  black  shelves  and  brackets  and  nooks  and 
corners,  that  lit;  sees  Mr.  Vcnus's  cu])  and  sau- 
cer only  because  it  is  close  under  the  candle, 
and  does  not  see  from  what  mysterious  recess 
Mr.  Venus  produces  another  for  himself,  until 
it  is  under  his  nose.  Coticurrently,  Wegg  \)Cy- 
ceivcs  a  ])rotty  little  dead  bird  lying  on  the  count- 
er, with  its  head  droojjing  on  one  side  against 
the  rim  of  Mr.  Vcnus's  saucer,  and  a  long  stiff 
wire  piercing  its  breast.     As  if  it  were  Cock 
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Robin,  the  hero  of  the  ballad,  and  Mr.  Venus 
woA'e  the  sparrow  with  his  bow  and  arrow,  and 
Mr.  Wegg  were  the  fly  with  his  little  eye. 

Mr.  Venus  dives,  and  produces  another  muf- 
fin, yet  untoasted  ;  taking  the  arrow  out  of  the 
l)reast  of  Cock  Robin,  he  proceeds  to  toast  it  on 
the  end  of  that  cruel  instrument.  When  it  is 
brown,  he  dives  again  and  produces  butter,  with 
which  he  completes  his  work. 

Mr.  Wegg,  as  an  artful  man  who  is  sure  of 
his  supper  by-and-by,  presses  mufHn  on  his  host 
to  soothe  him  into  a  com])liant  state  of  mind, 
or,  as  one  might  say,  to  grease  his  works.  As 
the  muffins  disappear,  little  by  little,  the  black 
shelves  and  nooks  and  corners  begin  to  appear, 
and  Mr.  Wegg  gradually  acquires  an  imperfect 
notion  that  over  against  him  on  the  chimney- 
piece  is  a  Hindoo  baby  in  a  bottle,  curved  up 
with  his  big  head  tucked  under  him,  as  though 
he  would  instantly  throw  a  somersault  if  the 
bottle  were  large  enough. 

When  he  deems  Mr.  Venus's  wheels  sufficient- 
ly lubricated,  Mr.  Wegg  approaches  his  object 
by  asking,  as  he  lightly  taps  his  hands  together, 
to  exj)ress  an  undesigning  frame  of  mind  : 

*'And  how  have  I  been  going  on,  this  long 
time,  Mr.  Venus  ?" 

"Very  bad,"  says  Mr.  Venus,  uncompromis- 
ingly. 

"What ?  Am  I  still  at  home?"  asks  Wegg, 
with  an  air  of  surprise. 

"Always  at  home." 

This  would  seem  to  be  secretly  agreeable  to 
Wegg,  but  he  veils  his  feelings,  and  observes, 
"  Strange.     To  what  do  you  attribute  it?" 

"  I  don't  know,"  replies  Venus,  who  is  a  hag- 
gard melancholy  man,  speaking  in  a  weak  voice 
of  querulous  complaint,  "  to  what  to  attribute 
it,  Mr.  Wegg.  1  can't  work  you  into  a  miscel- 
laneous one,  nohow.  Do  what  I  will,  you  can't 
be  got  to  fit.  Any  body  with  a  passable  knowl- 
edge would  pick  you  out  at  a  look,  and  say, — 
*Nogo!     Don't  match!'" 

"Well,  but  hang  it,  Mr.  Venus,"  Wegg  ex- 
postulates with  some  little  irritation,  "  tiiat  can't 
be  personal  and  peculiar  in  we.  It  must  often 
happen  with  miscellaneous  ones." 

"With  ribs  (I  grant  you)  always.  But  not 
else.  When  I  prepare  a  miscellaneous  one,  I 
know  beforehand  that  I  can't  keep  to  nature, 
and  be  miscellaneous  with  ribs,  because  every 
man  has  his  own  ribs,  and  no  other  man's  will 
go  with  them;  but  else  ways  I  can  be  miscella- 
neous, I  have  just  sent  home  a  Beauty — a  per- 
fect Beauty — to  a  school  of  art.  One  leg  Bel- 
gian, one  leg  English,  and  the  pickings  of  eight 
other  people  in  it.  Talk  of  not  being  qualified 
to  be  miscellaneous!  By  rights  you  ouc/fit  to  be, 
Mr.  Wegg." 

Silas  looks  as  hard  at  his  one  leg  as  he  can  in 
the  dim  light,  and  after  a  pause  sulkily  opines 
"that  it  must  be  the  fault  of  the  other  peojile. 
Or  how  do  you  mean  to  say  it  comes  about?" 
he  demands  impatiently. 

"I  don't  know  how  it  comes  about.     Stand 


up  a  minute.  Hold  the  light."  Mr.  Venus 
takes  from  a  corner  by  his  chair  the  bones  of  a 
leg  and  foot,  beautifully  pure,  and  put  together 
with  exquisite  neatness.  These  he  compares 
with  Mr.  Wegg's  leg ;  that  gentleman  looking 
on,  as  if  he  were  being  measured  for  a  riding- 
boot.  "  No,  I  don't  know  how  it  is,  but  so  it  is. 
You  have  got  a  twist  in  that  bone,  to  the  best  of 
my  belief,     /never  saw  the  likes  of  you." 

Mr.  Wegg  having  looked  distrustfully  at  his 
own  limb,  and  suspiciously  at  the  pattern  with 
wliich  it  has  been  compared,  makes  the  point: 

"I'll  bet  a  pound  that  ain't  an  English  one !" 

"An  easy  wager,  when  we  run  so  much  into 
foreign !  No,  it  belongs  to  that  French  gentle- 
man." 

As  he  nods  toward  a  point  of  darkness  be- 
hind Mr.  Wegg,  the  latter,  with  a  slight  start, 
looks  round  for  "that French  gentleman,"  whom 
he  at  length  descries  to  be  represented  (in  a  very 
workman-like  manner)  by  his  ribs  only,  stand- 
ing on  a  shelf  in  another  corner,  like  a  piece  of 
armor  or  a  pair  of  stays. 

"Oil!"  says  Mr.  Wegg,  with  a  sort  of  sense 
of  being  introduced;  "I  dare  say  you  were  all 
right  enough  in  your  own  country,  but  I  hope 
no  objections  will  be  taken  to  my  saying  that 
the  Frenchman  was  never  yet  born  as  I  should 
wish  to  match." 

At  this  moment  the  greasy  door  is  violently 
pushed  inward,  and  a  boy  follows  it,  who  says, 
after  having  let  it  slam  : 

"Come  for  the  stuffiid  canary." 

"It's  three  and  ninepence,"  returns  Venus; 
"have  you  got  the  money?" 

The  boy  produces  four  shillings.  Mr.  Venus, 
always  in  exceedingly  low  spirits  and  making 
whimpering  sounds,  peers  about  for  the  stuffed 
canary.  On  his  taking  the  candle  to  assist  his 
search,  Mr.  Wegg  observes  that  he  has  a  con- 
venient little  shelf  near  his  knees,  exclusively 
appropriated  to  skeleton  hands,  which  have  vciy 
much  the  appearance  of  wanting  to  lay  hold  of 
him.  From  these  Mr.  Venus  rescues  the  canary 
in  a  glass  case,  and  shows  it  to  the  boy. 

"There!"  he  whimpers.  "There's  anima- 
tion! On  a  twig,  making  up  his  mind  to  hop! 
Take  care  of  him ;  he's  a  lovely  specimen. — 
And  three  is  four." 

The  boy  gathers  up  his  change,  and  has  pulled 
the  door  open  by  a  leather  strap  nailed  to  it  for 
the  purpose,  when  Venus  cries  out : 

"  Stop  him  !  Come  back,  you  young  villain  I 
You've  got  a  tooth  among  them  half-pence." 

"How  was  I  to  know  I'd  got  it?  You  giv  it 
me.  I  don't  want  none  of  your  teeth  ;  I've  got 
enough  of  my  own."  So  the  boy  pipes,  as  he 
selects  it  from  his  change,  and  throws  it  on  the 
counter. 

"Don't  sauce  me,  in  the  wicious  pride  of  your 
youth,"  Mr.  Venus  retorts  pathetically.  "  Don't 
hit  ?/ie  because  you  see  I'm  down.  I'm  low  enough 
without  tliat.  It  dropped  into  the  till,  I  su])pose. 
They  drop  into  every  thing.  There  was  two  in 
the  coffee-pot  at  breakfast-time.     Molars." 
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"Very  well,  then,"  argues  the  boy,  "what 
do  you  call  names  for  ?" 

To  which  Mr.  Venus  only  replies,  shaking  his 
shock  of  dusty  hair,  and  winking  his  weak  eyes, 
"Don't  sauce  vie,  in  the  wicious  pride  of  your 
youth;  don't  hit  me,  because  you  see  I'm  down. 
You've  no  idea  how  small  you'd  come  out,  if  I 
had  the  articulating  of  you." 

This  consideration  seems  to  have  its  effect  on 
the  boy,  for  he  goes  out  grumbling. 

"Oh  dear  me,  dear  me!"  sighs  Mr.  Venus, 
heavily,  snufSng  the  candle,  "the  world  that 
appeared  so  flowery  has  ceased  to  blow !  You're 
casting  your  eye  round  the  shop,  Mr.  Wegg.  Let 
me  show  you  a  light.  My  working-bench.  My 
young  man's  bench.  A  Wice.  Tools.  Bones, 
wariuus.  Skulls,  warious.  Preserved  Indian 
baby.  African  ditto.  Bottled  preparations, 
warious.  Every  thing  within  reach  of  your 
hand,  in  good  preservation.  The  mouldy  ones 
atop.  What's  in  those  hampers  over  them  again, 
I  don't  quite  remember.  Say,  human  warious. 
Cats.  Articulated  English  baby.  Dogs.  Ducks. 
Glass  eyes,  warious.  Mummied  bird.  Dried  cu- 
ticle, warious.  Oh,  dear  me!  That's  the  gen- 
eral panoramic  view." 

Having  so  held  and  waved  the  candle  as  that 
all  these  heterogeneous  objects  seemed  to  come 
forward  obediently  when  they  were  named,  and 
then  retire  again,  Mr.  Venus  despondently  re- 
peats, "  Oh  dear  me,  dear  me !"  resumes  his  seat, 
and  with  drooping  despondency  upon  him,  falls 
to  pouring  himself  out  more  tea. 

"Where  am  I?"  asks  Mr.  Wegg. 

"You're  somewhere  in  the  back  shop  across 
the  yard.  Sir;  and  speaking  quite  candidly,  I 
wish  I'd  never  bought  you  of  the  Hospital  Por- 
ter." 

"  Now,  look  here,  what  did  you  give  for  me  ?" 

"Well,"  replies  Venus,  blowing  his  tea:  his 
head  and  face  peering  out  of  the  darkness,  over 
the  smoke  of  it,  as  if  he  were  modernizing  the 
old  original  rise  in  his  family:  "you  were  one 
of  a  warious  lot,  and  I  don't  know." 

Silas  puts  his  point  in  the  improved  form  of 
"What  will  you  take  for  me?" 

"Well,"  replies  Venus,  still  blowing  his  tea, 
"  I'm  not  prepared,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  tell 
you,  Mr.  Wegg." 

"Come!  According  to  your  own  account 
I'm  not  worth  much,"  Wegg  reasons  persua- 
sively. 

"Not  for  miscellaneous  working  in,  I  grant 
you,  Mr.  Wegg ;  but  you  might  turn  out  valua- 
ble yet,  as  a — "  here  Mr.  Venus  takes  a  gulp  of 
tea,  so  hot  that  it  makes  him  choke,  and  sets 
his  weak  eyes  watering;  "as  a  Monstrosity,  if 
you'll  excuse  me." 

Repressing  an  indignant  look,  indicative  of 
any  thing  but  a  disposition  to  excuse  him,  Silas 
pursues  his  point. 

"I  think  you  know  me,  Mr.  Venus,  and  I 
think  you  know  I  never  bargain." 

Mr.  Venus  takes  gulps  of  hot  tea,  shutting  his 
eyes  at  every  gulp,  and  opening  them  again  in 


a  spasmodic  manner ;  but  does  not  commit  him- 
self to  assent. 

"  I  have  a  prospect  of  getting  on  in  life  and 
elevating  myself  by  my  own  independent  exer- 
tions," says  Wegg,  feelingly,  "and  I  shouldn't 
like — I  tell  you  oj)enly  I  should  not  like — under 
such  circumstances,  to  be  what  I  may  call  dis- 
persed, a  part  of  me  here,  and  a  part  of  me  there, 
but  should  wis'n  to  collect  myself  like  a  gentle 
person." 

"It's  a  prospect  at  present,  is  it,  Mr.  Wegg? 
Then  you  haven't  got  the  money  for  a  deal  about 
you  ?  Then  I'll  tell  you  what  I'll  do  with  you ; 
I'll  hold  you  over.  I  am  a  man  of  my  word, 
and  you  needn't  be  afraid  of  my  disposing  of 
you.  I'll  hold  you  over.  That's  a  promise.  Oh 
dear  me,  dear  me  I" 

Fain  to  accept  his  promise,  and  wishing  to 
propitiate  him,  INIr.  Wegg  looks  on  as  he  sighs 
and  pours  himself  out  more  tea,  and  then  says, 
trying  to  get  a  sympathetic  tone  into  his  voice : 

"You  seem  very  low,  Mr.  Venus.  Is  busi- 
ness bad?" 

"  Never  was  so  good." 

"Is  your  hand  out  at  all?" 

"Never  was  so  well  in.  Mr. Wegg,  I'm  not 
only  first  in  the  trade,  but  I'm  the  trade.  You 
may  go  and  buy  a  skeleton  at  the  West  End  if 
you  like,  and  pay  the  West  End  price,  but  it'll 
be  my  putting  together.  I've  as  much  to  do  as 
I  can  possibly  do,  with  thd  assistance  of  my 
young  man,  and  I  take  a  pride  and  a  pleasure 
in  it." 

Mr.  Venus  thus  delivers  himself,  his  right 
hand  extended,  his  smoking  saucer  in  his  left 
hand,  protesting  as  though  he  were  going  to 
burst  into  a  flood  of  tears. 

"That  ain't  a  state  of  things  to  make  you 
low,  Mr.  Venus." 

"Mr.  Wegg,  I  know  it  ain't.  Mr.  Wegg,  not 
to  name  myself  as  a  workman  without  an  equal, 
I've  gone  on  improving  myself  in  my  knowledge 
of  Anatomy,  till  both  by  sight  and  by  name  I'm 
perfect.  Mr.  Wegg,  if  you  was  brought  here 
loose  in  a  bag  to  be  articulated,  I'd  name  your 
smallest  bones  blindfold  equally  with  your  larg- 
est, as  fast  as  I  could  pick  'em  out,  and  I'd  sort 
'em  all,  and  sort  your  wertebrae,  in  a  manner 
that  would  equally  surprise  and  charm  you." 

"Well,"  remarks  Silas  (though  not  quite  so 
readily  as  last  time),  ^''that  ain't  a  state  of  tilings 
to  be  low  about. — Not  for  you  to  be  low  about, 
leastways." 

"Mr.  Wegg,  I  know  it  ain't;  Mr.  Wegg,  I 
know  it  ain't.  But  it's  the  heart  that  lowere 
me,  it  is  tlie  heart !  Be  so  good  as  take  and 
read  that  card  out  loud." 

Silas  receives  one  from  his  hand,  which  Venus 
takes  from  a  wonderful  litter  in  a  drawer,  and 
putting  on  his  spectacles,  reads: 

"'Mr.  Venus,'" 

"Yes.     Goon." 

"  '  Preserver  of  Animals  and  Birds,'" 

"Yes.     Goon." 

"  'Articulator  of  human  bones.'" 
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"That's  it,"  with  a  groan.  "That's  it!  Mr. 
Wegg,  I'm  thirty-two,  and  a  bachelor.  Mr. 
Wegg,  I  love  her.  Mr.  Wegg,  she  is  worthy 
of  being  loved  by  a  Potentate !"  Here  Silas  is 
rather  alarmed  by  Mr.  Venus's  springing  to  his 
feet  in  the  hurry  of  his  spirits,  and  haggardly 
confronting  him  with  hjs  hand  on  his  coat  col- 
lar; but  Mr.  Venus,  begging  pardon,  sits  down 
again,  saying,  with  the  calmness  of  despair, 
*'She  objects  to  the  business," 

"Does  she  know  the  profits  of  it?" 
"She  knows  the  profits  of  it,  but  she  don't 
appreciate  the  art  of  it,  and  she  objects  to  it. 
'I  do  not  wish,'  she  writes  in  her  own  hand- 
writing, '  to  regard  myself,  nor  yet  to  be  regard- 
ed, in  that  boney  light.'  " 

Mr,  Venus  pours  himself  out  more  tea,  with  a 
look  and  in  an  attitude  of  the  deepest  desola- 
tion. 

"And  so  a  man  climbs  to  the  top  of  the  tree, 
Mr.  Wegg,  only  to  see  that  there's  no  look-out 
when  he's  up  there!  I  sit  here  of  a  night  sur- 
rounded by  the  lovely  trophies  of  my  art,  and 
what  have  they  done  for  me  ?  Ruined  me. 
Brought  me  to  the  pass  of  being  informed  that 
'she  does  not  wish  to  regard  herself,  nor  yet  to 
be  regarded,  in  that  boney  light!'"  Having 
repeated  the  fatal  expressions,  Mr.  Venus  drinks 
more  tea  by  gulps,  and  offers  an  explanation  of 
his  doing  so. 

"It  lowers  me.  When  I'm  equally  lowered 
all  over,  lethargy  sets  in.  By  sticking  to  it  till 
one  or  two  in  the  morning,  I  get  oblivion.  Don't 
let  me  detain  you,  Mr.  Wegg.  I'm  not  com- 
pany for  any  one." 

"  It  is  not  on  that  account,"  says  Silas,  rising, 
"but  because  I've  got  an  appointment.  It's 
time  I  was  at  Harmon's." 

"Eh?"  said  Mr.  Venus.  "Harmon's,  up 
Battle  Bridge  way  ?" 

Mr.  Wegg  admits  that  he  is  bound  for  that 
port. 

"You  ought  to  be  in  a  good  thing,  if  you've 
worked  yourself  in  there.  There's  lots  of  money 
going,  there." 

"To  think,"  says  Silas,  "that  you  should 
catch  it  up  so  quick,  and  know  about  it.  Won- 
derful !" 

"Not  at  all,  Mr.  Wegg.  The  old  gentleman 
wanted  to  know  the  nature  and  worth  of  every 
thing  that  was  found  in  the  dust ;  and  many's 
the  bone,  and  feather,  and  what  not,  that  he's 
brought  to  me," 
"Really,  now!" 

"  Yes,  (Oh  dear  me,  dear  me !)  And  he's 
buried  quite  in  this  neighborhood,  you  know. 
Over  yonder." 

Mr.  Wegg  does  not  know,  but  he  makes  as  if 
he  did,  by  responsivcly  nodding  his  head.  He 
also  follows  with  his  eyes  the  toss  of  Venus's 
head  :  as  if  to  seek  a  direction  to  over  yonder. 

"  I  took  an  interest  in  that  discovery  in  the 
river,"  says  Venus.  "(She  hadn't  written  her 
cutting  refusal  at  that  time.)  I've  got  up  there 
never  mind,  though." 


He  had  raised  the  candle  at  arm's-length  to- 
ward one  of  the  dark  shelves,  and  Mr.  Wegg 
had  turned  to  look,  when  he  broke  off. 

"  The  old  gentleman  was  well  known  all  round 
here.  There  used  to  be  stories  about  his  hav- 
ing hidden  all  kinds  of  property  in  those  dust 
mounds.  I  suppose  there  was  nothing  in  'em. 
Probably  you  know,  Mr.  Wegg  ?" 

"Nothing  in  'em,"  says  Wegg,  who  has  never 
heard  a  word  of  this  before. 

"Don't  let  me  detain  you.     Good-night!" 

The  unfortunate  Mr.  Venus  gives  him  a  shake 
of  the  hand  with  a  shake  of  his  own  head,  and 
drooping  down  in  his  chair,  proceeds  to  pour 
himself  out  more  tea.  Mr.  Wegg,  looking  back 
over  his  shoulder  as  he  pulls  the  door  open  by 
the  strap,  notices  that  the  movement  so  shakes 
the  crazy  shop,  and  so  shakes  a  momentary  flare 
out  of  the  candle,  as  that  the  babies — Hindoo, 
African,  and  British — the  "human  warious," 
the  French  gentleman,  the  green  glass-eyed  cats, 
the  dogs,  the  ducks,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  col- 
lection, show  for  an  instant  as  if  paralytically 
animated ;  while  even  poor  little  Cock  Robin  at 
Mr.  Venus's  elbow  turns  over  on  his  innocent 
side.  Next  moment,  Mr.  Wegg  is  stumping  un- 
der the  gaslights  and  through  the  mud. 

THE  CONTRAST. 

TISTE  sit  at  home,  nor  feel  that  they 
»  '     Who  fight  upon  the  distant  plain 
Are  falling  faster  day  by  day, 
A  harvest  of  the  slain. 

We  lightly  walk  the  busy  street, 

Where  trade  and  gain  roll  swiftly  on ; 

They  march  a  battle-field  to  greet, 
And  die  as  it  is  won. 

The  trumpet  calls  tbem  in  the  night 
To  die  for  Freedom ;    and  the  boom 

Of  cannon  from  the  fortressed  height 
Still  calls  them  to  their  doom. 

Unmoved  we  read  of  how  they  fell 
To  shield  the  starry  flag  from  shame; 

Dauntless  through  storms  of  shot  and  shell 
In  the  red  battle's  flame! 

Brave  hearts  are  beating  for  us  there 
Amid  the  conflict's  feverish  breath: 

This  hour,  what  soldier's  hurried  prayer 
Is  said  for  you,  in  death. 

They  lie  upon  the  lonely  hill 

Or  blackened  plain  in  dreamless  sleep. 

Their  rest  eternal!     Never  will 
They  wake,  like  us,  to  weep. 

We  rise  each  day  to  weary  toil 

And  hourly  strife — their  work  is  done! 

Their  blood  will  consecrate  the  soil 
Their  lives  so  nobly  won. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  tlie  20th  of  May.  The 
military  operations  of  the  preceding;  month 
have  been  of  such  decided  importance  as  almost  en- 
tirely to  enf^ross  public  attention. 

In  the  extreme  South  and  Southwest  the  results 
have  been  decidedly  unfavorable  to  the  Union  arms. 
The  accompanying  Map  shows  the  region  of  the  Red 
River,  the  scene  of  the  disastrous  failure  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  General  Banks.     As  noted  in  our 


previous  Records,  General  A.  J.  Smith  left  Vicks- 
burg  on  the  10th  of  March,  entered  the  Red  River, 
and  captured  Fort  De  Russey.  Admiral  Porter  fol- 
lowed with  a  strong  naval  force,  and  took  possession 
of  Alexandria.  Banks,  with  a  strong  force,  proceed- 
ed by  land.  Then  followed  the  actions  at  Cane 
River  and  Pleasant  Hill,  and  the  retreat  of  our  forces 
to  Grand  Ecore,  as  noted  in  our  last  Record.  The 
river  was  now  falling  rapidl}',  and  the  water  was 
lower  than  has  been  known  at  that  season  for  years. 
The  gun-boats  were  detained  by  low-water  above 
the  rapids  at  Alexandria,  several  transpQjfts  hav- 
ing been  destroyed  on  the  passage  down  to  that 
point,  where  at  the  last  accounts  a  large  force  was 
engaged  in  damming  the  river,  so  as  to  give  suf- 


ficient depth  to  suflfer  the  boats  to  pass  the  obstnic- 
tion  and  regain  the  Mississippi.  The  army  in  the 
mean  while  continued  its  retreat  from  Grand  Ecore 
to  Alexandria,  where  it  was  at  the  latest  date.  May 
4.  Wliile  these  operations  were  going  on  upon  the 
Red  River,  a  strong  auxiliary  expedition,  under 
General  Steele,  had  set  out  from  Little  Rock,  Ar- 
kansas, with  the  design  of  uniting  with  Banks's  col- 
umn at  Shreveport.  About  half  the  distance  had 
been  accomplished  when  intelligence  reached  him, 
at  Camden,  Arkansas,  of  the  failure  of  Banks  to 
reach  Shreveport.  He  at  once  commenced  his  re- 
treat, which  was  greatly  harassed  by  the  enemy, 
and  his  main  column  was  compelled  to  destroy  his 
trains  and  every  bridge  behind  him.  On  the  30th 
of  April,  while  crossing  the  Saline  River,  he  was 
attacked  by  a  body  of  the  enemy  under  General 
Fagan ;  but  the  assault  was  repulsed.  A  portion 
of  the  enemy's  cavaliy,  however,  crossed  the  river 
above,  and  liurried  on  tov/ard  Little  Rock,  hoping 
to  take  it  by  surprise  while  the  Union  forces  were 
at  a  distance  ;  the  movement  was,  however,  unsuc- 
cessful. A  train  returning  to  Pine  Bluff,,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Drake,  with  an  escort  of  three 
regiments,  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  and  captured.  We  lost  nearly  2000  prison- 
ers, four  guns,  and  240  wagons. — General  Canby, 
lately  in  command  of  the  fortilications  at  New  Yoi'k, 
has  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  all  the  forces 
west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Another  disaster  has  occurred  to  our  arms  in 
North  Carolina.  On  the  17th  of  April  a  large  body 
of  the  Confederates  marched  upon  Ph'mouth,  upon 
Albemarle  Sound,  noar  the  mouth  of  the  Koanoke 
River,  which  was  held  by  our  forces  under  General 
Wessels.  A  furious  attack  was  made  upon  Fort 
Gray,  its  principal  defense,  which  was  repelled  by 
the  garrison,  aided  by  the  gim-boats.  On  the  18th 
four  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  and  an  iron-clad  ram 
came  down  the  Roanoke,  passed  the  fort  in  the  night, 
and  attacked  our  fleet.  Two  of  our  boats,  the  S(mt/i- 
fie'd  and  the  Bombshell^  were  lost.  The  shots  fired 
at  the  ram  apparently  inflicted  no  serious  damage. 
The  attack  upon  Plymouth  was  then  resumed ;  the 
town  itself  was  abandoned,  the  troops  retiring  into 
Fort  Williams,  which  was  assailed  by  storm,  and 
captured  after  a  desperate  contest.  The  captures 
were  about  1500  men.  Among  the  garrison  were 
two  companies  of  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  and  a 
number  of  colored  troops.  It  is  said  that  the  vol- 
unteers and  the  negroes  were  shot  after  surrender. 
This  statement  is,  however,  not  confirmed  with  the 
same  certainty  as  is  the  similar  transaction  at  Fort 
Pillow,  noted  in  our  last  Record. 

Several  minor  engagements  of  no  great  import- 
ance have  taken  ])lace  in  various  quarters.  But 
the  main  interest  of  the  month  has  been  concen- 
trated upon  the  operations  of  the  Anny  of  the  Poto- 
mac, which,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Grant,  has  undertaken  a  forward 
movement  against  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen- 
eral Lee,  and  toward  Richmond. 

The  Union  army  had  been  concentrated  near 
Culpepper  Court  House,  about  ten  miles  from  the 
northern  bank  of  the  Kapidan ;  the  ('onfedcrate 
army  was  mainly  at  Orange  Court  House,  about 
twenty  miles  south,  ten  miles  from  the  south  bank 
of  the  Rapidan :  the  outposts  and  pickets  of  both 
armies  reaching  that  stream,  on  either  side.     The 
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order  for  the  advance  of  our  army  was  given  on  the 
morning  of  Tuesday.  Ma}'  3.  The  crossing  was 
effected  during  tlie  day  and  the  following  night, 
mainly  at  Germanna  and  Ely's  Fords,  twelve  and 
eighteen  miles  east  of  Culpepper.  Instead  of  march- 
ing directly  south  upon  Lee's  strong  position  at  Or- 
ange, and  the  intrenchments  on  Mine  IJiver  a  few 
miles  distant,  which  Meackj  had  found  in  Novem- 
ber too  strong  to  be  assailed,  and  which  were  now 
doubtless  still  stronger.  Grant's  plan  was  to  turn 
them  upon  their  right ;  that  is,  to  the  east,  and  thus 
throw  himself  between  these  positions  and  Rich- 
mond. The  effect  of  this  movement  would  be  that 
Lee  must  either  come  out  of  his  intrenchments  and 
defeat  this  advance  upon  open  ground,  or  fall  back 
toward  Richmond.  This  line  of  advance  would 
compel  Grant  to  traverse  the  region  locally  known 
as  the  "  Wilderness." 

The  '■  Wilderness"  is  a  broken,  sterile  tract  of 
country  in  Spottsylvania  County,  commencing  not 
far  from  the  south  bank  of  the  Rapidan,  and  stretch- 
ing ten  or  fifteen  miles  in  each  direction.  The  re- 
gion is  intersected  in  ever}'  direction  by  gullies  and 
ravines  of  no  great  depth,  but  with  steep  sides,  in- 
terspersed here  and  there  with  swamps.  The  low 
hills  and  swells  are  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of 
stunted  pines,  dwarf  oaks,  and  underbrush,  hardly 
reaching  the  height  of  a  man,  but  so  dense  as  to  be 
almost  impenetrable.  The  roads  which  straggle 
here  and  there,  crossing  and  recrossing,  are,  Avith 
one  or  two  exceptions,  mere  paths,  impassable  for 
the  rudest  vehicle  even  in  good  weather,  and  con- 
verted into  quagmires  by  a  few  hours'  rain.  Here 
and  there,  at  the  intersection  of  these  roads,  is  a 
tavern  or  store,  with  half  a  dozen  rude  dwellings 
grouped  around  it.  Besides  these,  and  here  and 
there  a  solitary  dwelling,  the  whole  tract  is  almost 
bare  of  inhabitants.  Chancellorsville,  where  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Hooker  suffered  defeat 
in  May,  1803,  is  near  the  eastern  edge  of  this  tract. 
The  main  action  in  that  series  of  encounters  is  call- 
ed by  the  Confederates  "the  Battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness." Across  this  desolate  region  Grant's  army 
must  pass  in  order  to  carry  out  the  design  of  turn- 
ing the  works  at  Mine  Run.  That  it  would  be  at- 
tacked by  the  Confederates,  whose  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  region  would  give  them  a  decided  ad- 
vantage, was  a  probability  which  had  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  venturing  upon  the  movement. 

The  army  under  the  immediate  lead  of  General 
Meade,  Major-General  Commanding — Lieutenant- 
Gencral  Grant,  who  accompanied  it,  taking  the 
general  direction  of  the  whole  series  of  combined 
movements — crossed  the  Rapidan  in  the  course  of 
Wednesday,  IVIay  4.  The  passage  was  made  main- 
ly in  pontoon  bridges,  which  had  been  thrown  across 
during  the  previous  night.  It  was  effected  without 
opposition,  apparently  before  the  enemy,  some  miles 
distant,  were  aware  of  the  intention.  The  Fifih 
Corp?,  under  Warren,  and  the  Sixth,  under  Sedg- 
wick, crossed  at  Germanna  Ford  ;  the  Second,  under 
Hancock,  crossed  at  Ely's  Ford  ;  the  Ninth,  under 
Burnsido,  being  held  in  reserve  on  th^  north  bank. 
The  army  moved  in  light  marching  oid'T,  carrxing 
six  da}'s'  rations,  leaving  its  train  to  follow  after. 
That  night  the  army  encamped  beyond  the  south 
bank  of  the  Rapidan. 

Early  on  Thursday  morning.  May  5,  the  line  of 
march  was  taken  up  through  the  Wilderness.  Lee 
being  within  striking  distance,  it  was  necessary  to 
assume  and  maintain  a  line  of  battle  fronting  toward 
him — that  is,  toward  the  west — while  the  army  at 


the  same  time  pressed  slowly  southward.    The  line 
thus  would  have  assumed  a  northwest  and  southeast 
direction,  and  according  to  the  dispositions  ordered, 
Sedgwick  would  have  held  the  right,  toward  the 
northwest,  Hancock  the  left,  and  Warren  the  cen- 
tre.     The  movement  had  hardly  begun,  and  the 
corps  had  only  partly  assumed  their  positions — the 
gap  between  Sedgwick  and  Hancock   not  having 
been  filled  by  Warren — when   it   became   evident 
I  that  the  enemy  were  approaching  in  force.     Lee 
I  had  chosen  to  dispute  the  turning  rather  than  fall 
j  back.    It  is  impossible,  without  the  aid  of  maps  and 
I  plans,  to  give  a  complete  idea  of  the  battles  fought 
I  on  that  intricate  field.     The  general  scope  and  re- 
:  suit  may  be  readily  apprehended.     Lee  repeated  his 
'  favorite  movement  of  hurling  his  troops  in  masses 
I  upon  what  appeared  the  weakest  part  of  our  lines. 
In  this  case  it  was  at  the  outset  clearly  the  centre. 
I  The  attack  was  made  by  Ewell's  and  Hill's  corps, 
j  first  upon  one  point,  and  then  in  succession  upon 
'  others.      Several   of  these  assaults  were   success- 
i  ful  at  the  outset ;  in  one,  nearly  a  thousand  pris- 
!  oners  and  two  guns  were  captured ;   but  the  Con- 
j  federates  were  in  the  end  foiled  in  each,  and  ut- 
j  terly  failed  in   their  purpose  to  break  our  lines  or 
!  drive  us  back  upon  the  Rapidan.     The  battle  ex- 
:  tended  far  into  the  night.     The  loss  was  heavy, 
;  pro!)ably  about  equal,  on  both  sides  ;  but  the  enemy 
took  about  1000  prisoners,  and  lost  about  300.    Both 
armies  lay  on  their  arms  upon  their  own  part  of 
'■■  the  field.      The  result  was  indecisive :   but  Grant 
I  had  gained  a  little  in  position,  and  in  discovering 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  knowing  in 
I  what  direction  to  call  the  reserve  under  Burnside, 
I       On  Friday,  the  Gth,  both  commanders  had  resolved 
upon  taking  the  offensive.     The  Confederates,  who 
j  were  now  strengihened  by  Longstreet's  corps,  how- 
'  ever,  were  a  little  the  earlier,  and  repeated  their 
j  tactics  of  the  preceding  dav,  wiih  even  more  determ- 
i  ination.     On  our  part,  also,  the  offensive  was  tried ; 
and   the  lines  of  battle,  irregularly  formed  among 
the  dense  thickets,  swayed  back  audforAvard  during 
the  whole  dny — now  at  one  point,  and  now  at  an- 
'  other.     More  than  once  it  seemed  that  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  their  purpose  of  breaking  through 
our  lines,  but  in  each  case  they  were  finally  repelled. 
The  last  and  the  most  nearly  successful  of  these  at- 
tacks was  made  just  at  nightfall,  when  a  furious 
'  dash  was  made  upon  our  extreme  ri-ht,  which  had 
remained  for  hours  almost  unassailed.      Seymour's 
and  Shaler's  brigades,  who  were  posted  here,  were 
swept  away,  and  both  generals  captured.    Seymour, 
I  who  commanded  at  the  disastrous  battle  of  Olustee, 
in  I'lorida,  had  shown  the  utmost  gallantry  during 
'  the  day.    The  whole  right  wing  was  in  fearful  peril. 
If  this  had  l)een  crushed  the  entire  army  would  have 
been  severed  from  its  supplies  across  tlie  Rajiidan, 
and  uiiless  the  enemy  had  been  checked  by  the  ar- 
tillery which  had  been  posted  in  the  rear,  a  ruinous 
defeat  would  have  been  almost  inevitable.     Sedg- 
wick, however,  rallied  his  forces  and  checked  the 
enemy.     In  the  gathering  gloom  they  were  proba- 
blv  unaware  of  the  extent  of  their  success;  they 
were,  moreover,  exhausted  by  the  terrible  efforts 
which   they   had  put   forth    during    the  day,  and 
thev  withdrew  under  the  cover  of  darkncs'^.     The 
I  whole  battle  had  been  a  scries  of  desperat'  assaults 
upon  different  parts  of  our  lin^^,  succ  ssful  at  first, 
because,  owing  to  his  better  knowledge  of  the  intri- 
cacies of  the  ground,  the  enemy  could  in  the  outset 
bring  a  superior  force  upon  the  point  of  attack,  and 
finally  repelled  when  we  could  bring  our  forces  to 
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the  defense.  Night  closed  in,  as  the  preceding 
one  had  done,  upon  an  ahnost  drawn  battle.  Still 
Grant  had  gained  a  little  in  position,  inasmuch  as 
he  had  edged  a  little  out  of  the  Wilderness  into 
ground  suiliciently  open  to  allow  his  artillery  to  be 
brought  somewhat  into  action  on  the  succeeding 
day.  The  two  days'  battles  had  been  fought  wholly 
with  musketry,  and  under  such  conditions  of  ground 
that  they  were  something  like  a  series  of  Indian 
bush-lights  on  a  gigantic  scale. 

At  daybreak  on  Saturday,  the  7th,  the  battle  was 
opened  l)y  a  sharp  lire  of  artillery  from  our  right, 
which  had  been  drawn  back  somewhat  and  strength- 
ened. No  response  was  elicited;  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out,  and  then  a  general  advance  was  order- 
ed; and  though  there  was  sharp  skirmishing,  the 
lack  of  regular  opposition  showed  that  Lee  had 
abandoned  liis  attempt  at  forcing  our  lines,  and  was 
falling  back.  Grant  found  that  they  were  retiring 
in  perfect  order,  ready  to  halt  and  give  battle  at  any 
favorable  point  if  hardly  pressed.  The  bulk  of  both 
armies  commenced  their  march  southward,  by  roads 
nearly  parallel,  the  immediate  object  of  both  being 
Spottsylvania  Court  House.  The  Confederates  reach- 
ed the  point  first,  and  took  up  a  strong  position, 
which  had  apparently  been  previously  fortilied. 

On  Sunday,  the  8th,  there  was  sharp  lighting, 
though  no  general  battle. 

Monday,  the  9th,  opened  comparatively  quieth'. 
The  rations  carried  by  the  men  were  exhausted,  and 
they  were  replenished  from  the  trains  which  had 
come  up.  Meanwhile  some  changes  had  been  made 
in  the  Union  lines.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  en- 
enw  made  an  unsuccessful  assault  on  Wilcox's  di- 
vision, and  there  was  sharp  skirmishing  at  various 
points  along  the  line.  During  the  day  the  Union 
army  suffered  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  General 
Sedgwick,  who  was  killed  by  a  sharp-shooter  as  he 
was  directing  the  mounting  of  the  artillery  of  his 
co^s.  Toward  dusk  Grant  ordered  an  advance  of  a 
portion  of  his  line,  throwing  several  divisions  across 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Mattapony.  There  were, 
as  before,  alternate  charges  and  repulses;  at  the 
close  of  whicii  the  Confederates  held  firmly  their 
strong  position  around  Spottsylvania  Court  House, 
their  general  line  being  almost  a  semi-circle,  and 
ours  opposite  to  it,  presenting  a  similar  form,  of 
larger  circumference. 

Early  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  10th,  the  action 
was  opened  by  a  sharp  cannonade,  preparatory  to  a 
general  attack,  which  was  to  be  made  along  the 
whole  line,  especially  on  the  centre.  The  contest 
on  this  day  was  more  furious  than  on  any  previous 
one,  and  the  results  were  equally  indecisive,  al- 
though they  were  upon  the  whole  strongly  in  our 
favor. 

Wednesday,  the  11th,  opened  quietly,  and  on  that 
morning  (Jrant  sent  his  lirst  official  dispatcl^to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  said  :  "  We  have  now  ended 
the  sixtii  day  of  very  heavy  fighting.  The  result 
to  this  time  is  very  much  in  our  favor.  Our  losses 
have  been  heavy,  as  well  as  those  of  the  enemy.  I 
think  the  loss  of  the  enemy  must  be  greater.  We 
have  taken  over  5000  prisoners  in  battle,  while  he 
has  taken  from  us  l)iit  {i;w  except  stragglers.  I 
propose  to  liglit  it  out  on  this  line,  if  it  takes  all 
Bummer."  Toward  noon  skinni.'^hing  was  again 
resuni'd,  and  during  the  night  the  positions  of  the 
corps  were  changed,  Hancock  finding  himself  in 
front  of  th'-  Confederate  division  under  General  Ed- 
ward Johnson,  wlio  were  strongly  intrenched. 

These  works  were  chari^cd  at  dawn  of  Thursday, 


the  12th,  and  carried  with  a  rush,  the  whole  divi- 
sion, with  its  commander,  being  made  prisoners. 
During  the  day  there  was  hard  limiting  along  the 
lines,  and  at  its  close  General  Grant  forwarded  this 
dispatch :  "  The  eighth  day  of  battle  closes,  leaving 
between  tliree  and  four  thousand  prisoners  in  our 
hands  lor  the  day's  work,  including  two  general 
officers,  and  over  tliirty  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
enemy  are  obstinate,  and  seem  to  have  found  the 
last  ditch.  We  have  lost  no  organization,  not  even 
a  company,  while  we  have  destroyed  and  captured 
one  division  (Johnson's),  one  brigade  (Dobbs's),  and 
one  regiment  entire  of  tlie  enemy." 

On  the  11th  the  Aveather,  which  had  been  fine,  1)0- 
gan  to  change,  and  soon  settled  into  a  storm,  which 
rendered  the  roads  almost  impassable,  and  put  a 
temporary  stop  to  active  operations  in  this  quarter. 
The  interval  was  improved  by  both  commanders  to 
strengthen  their  position  by  throwing  up  works, 
massing  their  forces,  and  hurrying  forward  reinforce- 
ments. These  additions  to  the  Union  army  are  quite 
equal  to  the  losses  sustained  in  the  whole  series  of 
actions ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Confederates  have  not  been  less  strongly  rein- 
forced. The  latest  accounts,  which  are  dated  on  the 
18th,  report  that  the  battle  had  just  been  renewed, 
near  Spottsylvania  Court  House ;  but  as  we  close 
our  Record  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  ^lay,  no 
delinite  intelligence  of  the  result  has  appeared. 

Of  the  forces  engaged  in  this  series  of  battles,  and 
of  the  losses  upon  each  side,  it  is  impossible  to  speak 
with  any  approach  to  accuracy.  All  that  can  be 
said  is  that  each  army  numbered  from  100,000  to 
200,000  men,  and  that  the  losses  are  great  on  both 
sides.  From  the  nature  of  the  fighting,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  killed  and  wounded  on  each  side  are  not 
far  from  equal,  while  we  have  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  prisoners. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on  near  the 
Rapidan  an  important  auxiliary  movement  was 
made  from  Fortress  ]Monroe.  General  Butler,  em- 
barking a  strong  force,  went  up  the  York  River  to 
West  Point,  in  order  to  induce  the  enemy  to  sup- 
pose that  he  intended  to  land  there,  and  assail  Rich- 
mond by  marching  across  the  Peninsula.  The  at- 
tention of  the  forces  at  Richmond  having  been 
drawn  to  that  direction,  Butler  descended  the  York 
and  sailed  up  the  James,  and  disembarked  liis  whole 
force  at  and  near  City  Point,  about  fifteen  miles  in 
a  direct  line  from  Richmond,  upon  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river.  This  was  on  the  5th  of  !May.  Beau- 
regard at  this  time  Avas  supposed  to  be  near  Peters- 
burg Avith  a  strong  force.  One  object  of  this  moA'e- 
ment  of  Butler  Avas  to  prcA'cnt  him  from  joining 
Lee,  by  cutting  the  railroad.  On  the  9th  of  INIay 
Butler  announced  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
General  Kautz,  Avith  3000  Ciivalry  fi-om  Suffolk, 
iiad  "  burned  the  railroad  bridge  at  Stony  Creek, 
beloAV  Petersburg,  cutting  in  tAVO  Beauregard's 
forces  at  that  point;"  that  he  had  intrenclied  him- 
self, destroyed  many  miles  of  railroad,  and  got  a 
position  Avhidi,  Avith  proper  supplies,  he  could  hold 
against  the  whole  of  Lee's  army;  that  Beauregard, 
Avith  a  large  portion  of  his  command,  had  been  lei't 
south  by  the  cutting  of  the  railroad  by  (icncral 
Kautz ;  that  he  had  beaten  the  portion  Avhich  had 
reached  Petersburg,  after  a  .•severe  light ;  and  that 
"  Lieutenant-CJencral  Grant  Avill  not  bo  troubled  by 
any  further  reinforcements  to  Lee  from  Beauregard's 
forces."  This  dispatcli  appears  to  have  been  too 
sanguine.  Since  its  date  tiicre  has  been  severe 
fighting  on  the  James  River,  and  Butler  ai>peared 
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befoi'e  Fort  Darling,  which  commands  the  approach 
by  water  to  Eichmond,  ostensibly  with  tlie  purpose 
of  laying  regular  siege  to  it.  On  the  16th  the  Con- 
federates made  a  sortie  from  the  fort,  and  after  a 
severe  contest  forced  Butler  back  to  his  intrcnch- 
ments,  with  considerable  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners.  It  is  stated  that  this  demonstration 
on  Fort  Darling  was  a  fenit  to  detain  the  Confed- 
erate forces  near  Richmond  from  reinforcing  Lee. 
But  the  late  reports  from  this  quarter  lack  official 
sanction. 

In  the  mean  time  the  cavalry  of  Grant's  army, 
under  General  Sheridan,  made  a  bold  diversion. 
Setting  out  from  the  position  near  the  Wilderness 
on  the  Dth  of  May,  the}'  rode  around  the  right  flank 
of  the  cntmy,  and  reached  the  North  Anna  River  in 
the  evening.  At  Beaver  Dam  three  trains  of  cars 
and  a  large  amount  of  stores  were  destroyed,  and 
the  railroad  torn  up  for  several  miles.  Sheridan 
then  dashed  toward  Richmond,  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  penetrated  the  exterior  defenses  of  the 
Confederate  capital.  Near  Yellow  Tavern  he  en- 
countered a  strong  body  of  cavalry,  commanded  by 
General  J.  E.  B,  Stuart,  the  most  dashing  of  the 
Confederate  leaders:  in  the  action  which  ensued 
Stuart  was  killed.  He  then  recrossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  after  destroj'ing  the  bridges,  and  in- 
flicting serious  damage,  joined  Butler's  command. 
This  is  the  most  extensive  cavalry  raid  of  the  war. 

A  portion  of  our  ami}'  in  Western  Virginia,  un- 
der General  Sigel,  met  with  a  severe  repulse  on  tlie 
15th  of  May,  at  Rood's  Hill,  near  Mount  Jackson, 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  He  appears  to 
have  rashly  marched  to  attack  tlie  enemy  under 
Imboden,  Avho  fell  back  until  Sigel  found  himself 
opposed  to  a  superior  force,  who  drove  him  back 
with  considerable  loss. 

Of  scarcely  less  importance  than  the  operations 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  are  those  simultaneous- 
ly undertaken  by  the  Army  of  the  West  under  Gen- 
eral Sherman.  The  army  advanced  from  Chatta- 
nooga upon  the  Confederates  under  J.  E,  Johnston, 
who  were  posted  at  Dalton,  Georgia,  about  40  miles, 
and  at  Resaca,  some  15  miles  further,  to  the  soutli. 
On  the  7th  of  May  General  Tliomas  occupied  Tun- 
nel Hill,  10  miles  north  of  Dalton  ;  while  Sherman 
struck  by  a  flank  movement  at  Resaca.  On  the 
IGth  he  attacked  Johnston,  who  was  strongly  forti- 
fied at  Resaca,  and  after  a  severe  battle  drove  him 
out,  with  tiie  losa  of  1200  prisoners  and  10  guns. 
The  loss  of  Resaca  compelled  the  evacuation  of 
D^alton,  and  the  whole  army  of  Johnston  fell  into  a 
rapid  retreat  southward  toward  Rome.  Johnston, 
being  still  pressed,  continued  his  retreat,  abandon- 
ing Rome  and  Kingston,  where  he  was  expected  to 
make  a  stand.  He  appears  to  be  falling  back  to 
Atlanta,  the  most  important  point  in  Central  Geor- 
gia, and  the  seat  of  large  manufactories  of  arms  and 
munitions.  Although  the  accounts  from  this  quar- 
ter are  bare  outlines,  they  indicate  that  thus  far  the 
movement  of  Shcnnau  has  been  decidedly  success- 
ful. 

SOUTIir<:RN  AMERICA. 

For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  dispute  be- 
tween Spain  and  Peru.  It  was  asserted  that  out- 
rages had  been  committed  upon  Spanish  subjects 
residing  in  Peru.  At  length,  on  the  14th  of  April, 
the  Spanish  Admiral  commanding  on  the  coast  took 
formal  possession  of  the  Chinclia  guano  islands,  in 
the  name  of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  This  action  is  of 
special  importance,  from  its  being  accompanied  by 
an  intimation  that  the  Spanish  Government  was  re- 


asserting its  ancient  claims,  which  had  not  been  in- 
validated by  the  yeaia  during  which  they  had  been 
in  abeyance.  This  claim,  if  persisted  in,  amounts 
to  a  declaration  that  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence not  only  of  Pern,  but,  by  implication,  that  of 
all  the  South  American  States  formerly  subject  to 
Spain,  is  invalid;  and  that  Spain  is  at  liberty,  if 
she  sees  fit,  to  re-establish  her  sovereignty. 
EUROPE. 

The  Danes  have  met  with  another  disaster  in  the 
capture  of  Diippel,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Prussians  on  the  18th  of  April.  The  Diplomatic 
I  Conference,  the  object  of  which  is  to  settle  the 
Dano-German  difficulty,  has  assembled  in  London, 
all  the  great  Powers  being  represented.  Littlo 
hope  is  entertained  that  any  satisfactory  result  will 
be  attained. 

In  the  British  House  of  Lords  a  sharp  debate 
took  place  on  the  29tli  of  April  in  relation  to  the 
measures  of  the  Government  in  seizing  the  rams 
alleged  to  have  been  huilt  for  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment. The  Earl  of  Derby,  in  a  long  and  elab- 
orate speech,  condemned  the  entire  action^  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter.  Earl  Russell  replied 
at  length,  defending  the  course  of  the  Government. 
He  said  that  it  was  every  way  desirable  to  main- 
tain relations  of  amity  with  the  United  States. 
That  the  Messrs.  Laird,  the  builders  of  these  ves- 
sels, had  it  in  their  power  to  commit  Great  Britain 
in  hostilities  with  the  Northern  States,  and  that  it 
was  only  the  vigilance  of  the  Government  which 
prevented  this  from  having  been  done.  These 
men  and  some  others,  he  said,  in  continuation, 
"have  done  every  thing  in  their  power,  by  fitting 
oi;t  ships,  b}''  engaging  in  contracts  for  supplying 
vessels  of  war  to  the  other  belligerent,  to  give  to 
the  United  States  a  just  cause  of  war  against  this 
country.  What  I  have  been  apprehensive  of  is 
giving  the  United  States  just  cause  of  war ;  that 
we  should  commit  such  acts  that  the  I7nited  States 
can  truly  say,  '  You,  professing  to  be  neutral,  are 
in  fact  at  war  with  this  country,  and  are  carrying 
on  hostilities  with  us  under  tlie  guise  of  friendship 
and  peace.'  The  only  thing  with  which  I  should 
be  disposed  to  reproach  myself  in  the  present  case 
is  the  degree  of  credulity  with  which  I  received  the 
assurances  that  were  made  that  the  iron-clads  were 
not  intended  for  the  Confederate  States."  Earl 
Russell  closed  In^  expressing  the  hope  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  contest  in  America  would  be  that  "  that 
sin,  that  crime,  that  detestable  state  of  slavery 
would  be  forever  abolished  from  among  civilized 
nations." 

It  is  announced  that  the  iron-clad  A  lexandrn  is  to 
be  given  up  to  her  owners;  and  almost  simultane- 
ously the  Confederate  cruiser  (ieorgia  appears  at 
Liverpool,  her  crew  are  ostensil)ly  discharged,  and 
it  is  rcpoi'ted  that  the  vessel  is  to  be  sold.  It  is 
strongly  suspected  that  the  crew  are  to  be  re-enlist- 
ed for  the  A  leorandra,  and  that  this  powerful  vessel 
will  slip  out  to  sea,  to  prey  upon  oi;r  commerce. 

Garibaldi,  after  having  been  recrived  in  Kudand 
with  the  utmost  enthusiasm  by  all  classes,  and  hav- 
ing accepted  invitations  to  visit  many  oi  tlie  princi- 
pal towns,  suddenly  left  the  country.  1  lie  reason 
publicly  assigned  was  that  his  ph}-siciai)  thought 
ids  health  would  be  endangered  by  tlic  fatigue  and 
excitement  of  these  receptions.  But  it  is  more  than 
suspected  that  his  departure  was  in  consequence  of 
the  request  of  the  Govcinment,  made  on  tlie  repi'c- 
sentations,  or  rather  demands,  of  the  French  Em- 
peror, who  saw  in  this  visit  a  revolutionary  purpose. 
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SINCE  our  last  month's  chat  tho  throe  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Shakespeare's  birth  has  passed. 
It  was  not  a  universal  celebration  in  this  country 
like  that  of  Ihirns's  centenary,  four  years  ago.  We 
h:ivc  other  interests  now,  and  in  the  profound  hush 
that  preoodes  a  jxreat  conflict  which  must  be  memo- 
rable in  history,  it  was  not  surprising  that  we  could 
not  pause  long,  or  very  imin-essively,  to  remember 
tlie  birthda}-  of  a  poet.  Yet  there  was  nothing  bet- 
ter said  on  that  day  than  what  Judge  Hoar  of  jMassa- 
chusetts  said,  that  we  were  settling  now  to  which 
brancli  of  the  old  race,  the  older  or  the  younger, 
Shakespeare  truly  belongs.  The  great  principles 
of  Engli-^h  civilization  arc.  at  stake  upon  this  Conti- 
nent. We  are  in  the  van  of  the  fight.  Shakes- 
peare is  the  great  English  name ;  ami  if  we  vindi- 
cate more  fully  English  liberty  and  manhood,  we 
may  more  justly  claim  that  the  poet  is  ours.  Shakes- 
peare belongs  to  the  best  Englishmen  ;  and  they  are 
tlie  best  Englishmen  who  most  triumphantly  estab- 
lish human  liberty. 

In  "New  York  a  Shakespeare  movement  began 
quietly  on  that  day  which  will,  without  doubt,  end 
pleasantly  and  honorably.  The  corner-stone  of  a 
monument  was  laid  in  the  Central  Park,  with  a 
modest  and  apt  speech  from  Judge  Daly,  the  reci- 
tation of  a  poem  by  Mr.  Wheatley,  and  the  prop'r 
tapping  with  the  trowel  by  Sir  Falstaff  Ilackett. 
The  ceremony  was.  thus  symbolic  of  tha  universal 
and  professional  interest  in  Shakespeare.  The  pro- 
ject has  been  most  simply  and  wisely  begun. 
Hitherto  such  demonstrations  have  ended  with  the 
magnificent  overture.  Where,  for  instance,  is  the 
Cooper  monument  ?  AVhat  an  overture  there  was  ! 
The  late  Dr.  Gris'.vold  was  the  dens  ex  machhi'i. 
Webster  presid  d.  Bryant  delivered  the  oration. 
Irving  attc'ided.  Every  famous  man  in  the  land 
wrote  a  letter.  The  splendid  Tripler  llall  glit- 
tered with  the  fine  assembly.  All  the  trumpets 
blew.  And  the  monument?  ''The  boy!  oh, 
where  was  he.^"  The  monument  is  not  yet  visi- 
ble. 

The  Shakt'speare  Memorial  has  fallen  into  wiser 
hand^.  They  will  quietly  collect  the  sum,  not  very 
large — say  twenty  thousand  dollars — necessary  for 
the  work.  There  will  be  a  national  committee  of 
literary  celebrities;  a  working  central  committee; 
a  noble  monument,  and  a  triumphant  festival  of 
dedication.  At  least  we  hope  so.  And  then,  Avhen 
the  greatest  name  in  our  English  literature  is  hon- 
ored by  a  visil)le  memorial  in  the  Park,  let  us  hope 
that  the  genial  patriarch  of  American  letters,  to 
whom  the  island,  crowned  by  the  Park,  was  so  es- 
pecially dear,  Diedrich  Knickerbocker,  Geoffrey 
Crayon,  will  also  be  commemorated  by  a  statue 
which  sliall  recall  the  brisk  alert  figure  Avith  which 
the  city  was  so  long  f  imiliar. 

The  festival  of  St.  Shakespeare  was  not  without 
hoiu)r  in  other  cities  besides  New  York.  In  De- 
troit there  was  an  excellent  celebration,  combining 
spcecljcs  and  tableaux.  In  Utica  a  banquet  with 
speeches  took  place.  In  Boston  there  was  a  private 
dinner  with  much  scholarly  discourse.  Among  the 
meinora'iilia  of  the  day  here  and  in  Europe  are  sev- 
eral good  stori(!s ;  as  for  instanc  •  that  of  the  sol)cr, 
thouglitCul  \cw  England  farmer  who  lusird  from  a 
noig'ibor  tint  fCngland  would  |)rob,ibly  make  the 
Hei/.ure  of  Slidell  and  Ma-on  the  occasion  of  war. 
The  neighbor  said  that  great  preparations  were 


making;  fleets  getting  ready;  soldiers  under  or- 
ders; universal  tumult  of  excitement. 

''And  England  is  really  going  to  make  war  upon 
us  ?"  said  the  silent  farmer  at  last. 

"  It  certainly  looks  so." 

"Then  Lord  Lyons  is  welcome  to  my  copy  of 
Shakespeare,"  was  tho  fervid  indignant  rejjly,  as  if 
the  poet  were  the  uml)ilical  cord  that  had  hitherto 
held  us  fast  to  our  mother.  A  new  declaration  of  in- 
dependence:  "When  in  the  course  of  human  events 
it  becomes  clear  that  England  is  going  to  be  false  to 
herself,  then  Shakespeare  is  tarnished  by  having 
been  an  Englishman." 

In  Paris  Louis  Napoleon  forbade  the  Englishmen 
to  have  their  Shakespeare  celebration,  but  permitted 
it  again  at  the  last  moment.  It  is  to  such  an  arbi- 
trary will  that  the  honor  of  England  has  been  sold. 
But  the  most  amusing  incidents  were  in  England 
itself.  At  Carlisle  the  mayor,  Mr.  Caleb  Hodgson, 
was  asked  to  assist  in  some  way  toward  the  ter- 
centenary celebration,  and  answered,  with  the  grav- 
ity and  wisdom  of  Dogberry,  "'Shakespeare  was  a 
clever  man,  but  might  have  turned  his  talents  to 
better  ad\antage!''  The  Spectator  thereupon  re- 
marks that  Mr.  ]\Iayor  Hodgson  has  rendered  un- 
conscious service  to  the  Shakespearian  cause,  for  he 
has  enabled  all  his  townsmen  to  understand  Justice 
Shallow.  And  the  worshipful  mayor  has  a  worthy 
following,  for  one  of  the  citizens  oi"  Carlisle  issued  a 
manifesto,  ending:  "Let  us  support  our  worthy 
maA'or  and  all  who  are  conscientiously  concerned, 
against  theatrical  entertainments  as  seductive  and 
dangerous,  and  take  no  part  in  the  celebration  of 
the  birthday  of  a  mere  literary  stage  actor."  Ten  to 
one  that  citizen  keeps  a  copy  of  Tupper's  Proverbial 
Philosophy  on  his  parlor  table. 

Of  the  great  festival  at  Stratford  there  have  been 
copious  accounts  in  the  English  periodicals.  But  at 
this  present  writing  we  are  yet  to  learn  how  far  the 
political  troubles  of  the  moment,  the  presence  of 
Garibaldi,  the  meeting  of  the  Conference,  the  re- 
mai  kable  attitude  of  France,  the  popular  assemblies 
in  London,  may  have  affected  public  opinion  so  as 
to  parah'ze  interest  in  the  celebration.  In  the  city 
of  London  itself  the  jealousies  of  literary  cliques 
seem  to  have  extinguished  all  heartiness  and  unan- 
imity of  action.  Dear  old  John  Bull !  Living  in 
a  globe  of  glass,  why  will  }-ou  persist  in  heaving 
paving-stones? 

TiiK  yearly  exhibition  of  the  National  Academy 
of  Design  dovetailed  with  that  of  the  Metropolitan 
Fair.  It  is,  or  Avas,  an  excellent  collection  of  pic- 
tures, not  so  large  as  in  many  previous  years,  but 
of  a  higher  unifoini  character.  The  room,  Derin''s 
Gallery,  has  unfortunately  been  entirely  ruined  by 
division  into  a  series  of  liltle  chambers,  and  the  con- 
trast with  the  airy  brilliant  gallery  of  the  Fair,  or 
with  itself  of  three  years  ago,  was  most  dishearten- 
ing. Let  us  \\o\)c  that  in  the  new  academy  at  the 
corner  of  Twenty-third  Street  and  the  Fourth  Ave- 
nue, which  touclies  the  bustling  city  with  Venetian 
grace,  there  will  be  one  si)acious  splendid  gallery, 
and  not  a  suit  ol"  chambers,  to  hang  the  pictures  in. 
If  there  is  a  little  space  g.-iincd  by  the  division 
there  is  an  immensely  valuable  effect  lost.  Nor  will 
any  one  but  the  unhuky  artist  have  reason  to  grieve 
if  tlie  smaller  space  shall  exchid"  some  of  the  many 
wretched  pictures  which  3'early  seek  admission. 
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Or  are  there  no  such  things  as  wretched  pictures  ? 
For  that  is  the  question  really  suggested  by  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  attended  some  criticisms  of 
the  spring.  Or  again,  if  by  any  chance  there  be 
poor  pictures,  has  any  body  the  right  to  say  so? 
Where  is  the  line  to  be  drawn  ?  Are  we  gentry  of 
the  pen  to  have  no  opinion-oit  all  of  pictures,  or  are 
we  never  to  express  it?  It  is  certainly  incredible 
that  sensible  men  and  good  fellows  should  take  such 
a  ground,  and  j^et  it  is  undeniable  that  it  has  been 
taken.  Now  let  us  at  once  fully  understand  and 
state  the  total  absurdity  of  such  talk.  You  dear 
Titian  and  Velasquez  and  Kubens  and  Raphael,  you 
can  no  more  maintain  such  rubbish  than  you  can 
offer  us  roses  and  poppies  to  smell,  and  try  to  pre- 
vent our  saying  that  the  roses  smell  sweet  and  the 
poppies  do  not.  Here  are  you  nimble  fellows  scal- 
ing the  walls  of  the  Hesperidian  orchard  and  hold- 
ing up  the  fruit  as  you  return.  You  hold  it  up  and 
ask  us  to  look.  We  do  look ;  all  mankind  looks, 
and  lo !  some  of  the  apples  are  specked ;  some  are 
gnarly ;  some  are  green ;  some  are  rotten  to  the 
core ;  some  are  pure  gold.  Do  you  think  we  are 
going  to  hurrah  for  the  rot  as  we  do  for  the  gold ; 
or  do  you  tliinU  we  don't  know  which  is  one  and 
which  the  other  ?  If  you  say  that,  you  confess  that 
the  fruit  is  no  fruit  at  all.  If  you  say  that,  you  con- 
fess that  art  is  not  art.  Who  made  Sliakespeare's 
fame?  The  poets?  The  scholars?  The  play- 
wrights? No,  not  at  all.  It  was  made  by  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  great  universal  heart  of  man  to  which 
he,  and  all  artists,  address  themselves.  Who  made 
Raphael's  fame?  T!ie  painters?  Read  the  story 
and  see.  Madonna  of  Foligno,  Madonna  of  San 
Sisto,  are  they  famous  because  the  painters  praised 
them,  or  because  their  lofty  beauty  touched  the 
same  heart  that  would  have  been  touched  by  the 
living  charm  ?  When  you  show  a  picture,  you  ap- 
peal to  the  finest  emotions  of  the  average  man,  not 
to  the  technical  skill  of  the  expert,  and  you  will 
be  judged  accordingly.  When  Bryant  publishes 
"Thirty  Poems,"  is  tliis  Easy  Chair,  or  any  other, 
under  any  kind  of  obligation  to  say  that  they  are 
beautiful,  or  to  hold  his  tongue?  Exactly  the  re- 
verse. He  is  under  a  very  especial  obligatiou  to 
say  that  they  are  not  beautiful,  if  he  thinks  so  :  for 
he  has  undertaken  to  chat  honestly  with  his  read- 
ers about  any  current  interesting  topic.  And  if  this 
Chair  should  say — the  Chair  being  the  judge — that 
Bryant  Avas  a  slovenly,  inaccurate,  slip-slop  singer, 
the  gentle  reader  would  probably  laugh,  and  say 
that  either  the  good  Easy  Chair  was  a  wag  or  knew 
as  mucli  of  poetry  as  a  bat  of  music.  And  why 
would  the  gentle  reader  say  so  ?  Because  the  poems 
are  a'ldressed  to  him,  although  he  is  not  a  poet. 
They  appeal  to  the  human  heart,  and  that  will  in- 
evitably and  of  right  declare  its  verdict. 

Now,  will  any  of  our  friends  the  artists  imagine 
Mr.  Bryant  waiting  upon  the  Easv  Chair  after  it 
had  expressed  such  an  opinion  of  his  poems,  and 
saying:  "You  wretched  mass  of  carved  wood  and 
cushions,  what  right  have  you  to  say  that  my  poems 
are  not  good  ?  Who  the  vinegar  cruet  are  you,  that 
you  should  set  up  to  correct  the  public  taste  and  pass 
judgment  upon  your  betters  ?  What  the  poker  and 
tongs  does  an  Easy  Chair  know  of  poetry  ?  You 
envious  old  scraggy  piece  of  furniture,  you  have 
spoiled  the  sale  of  at  least  five  hundred  copies  of 
my  book !  Therefore  }^ou  are  a  thief,  a  highway 
robber,  as  well  as  a  charlatan,  and  I  defy  you  to 
mortal  combat."  Could  any  thing  be  sadder  or 
more  absurd  ?     The  poet  sings.     The  Easy  Chair 


stops  his  ears  and  cries  "  Horrible  !"  and  thereupon 
the  poet  breaks  all  his  four  legs  for  him.  Well, 
let  us  suppose  a  painter  paints.  The  spectator 
says,  "Whew!"  and  thereupon  the  painter  sulks 
and  behaves  in  the  way  for  which  small  children 
in  petticoats  are  castigated  and  sent  to  bed.  If  this 
is  the  kind  of  lesson  which  is  to  be  taught  at  the 
beautiful  new  academy  on  the  Fourth  Avenue  we 
hope  the  pupils  may  be  few.  If  the  artists  serious- 
ly intend  to  dispute  the  right  and  duty  of  the  pub- 
lic to  express  their  honest  opinions  about  the  pic- 
tures which  they  pay  for  seeing  they  are  likely  to  be 
seriously  disappointed. 

The  pictures  in  the  Exhibition  of  this  year  seem 
to  this  individual  Chair,  as  it  said,  of  a  higher  aver- 
age merit  than  usual :  and  this,  notwithstanding 
the  absence  of  many  of  the  most  noted  hands. 
Among  the  landscapes  a  picture  of  the  Autumn 
Woods  and  Fields,  by  M'Entee,  is  one  of  the  most  fe- 
licitous and  poetic  w^orks  we  have  seen.  It  is  nei- 
ther mannered  nor  extravagant.  It  is  of  no  school, 
but  that  of  the  simplest  and  most  faithful  interpre- 
tation of  the  sentiment  of  the  scene,  achieved  not  by 
any  theoretical  use  of  means,  but  with  a  clear  un- 
derstanding of  the  power  of  the  means  at  any  art- 
ists disposal,  and  their  relation  to  the  facts  he 
wishes  to  reproduce.  The  difficulty,  in  this  view, 
of  Mr.  Farrer's  Buckwheat  Field,  is,  that  tlie  artist  is 
evidently  overpowered  by  a  certain  theory ;  as,  for 
instance,  that,  as  nature  produces  certain  effects  by 
a  certain  distribution  and  coloring  of  infinite  detail, 
the  artist,  in  order  to  render  that  effect,  must  imi- 
tate the  details.  The  defect  of  such  a  theory  is  that 
it  requires  what  is  impossible.  The  detail  of  nature 
can  not  be  imitated.  Still  further,  a  certain  degree 
of  detail  may  be  partially  imitated,  but  without 
conveying  in  the  least  degree  the  spirit  and  senti- 
ment of  the  scene ;  while  all  detail  may  be  delib- 
erately rejected,  and  the  very  effect  sought  be  ad- 
mirably achieved.  For  instance,  there  is  a  picture 
by  Diaz,  representing  the  plunge  of  a  pack  of  hounds 
through  a  forest,  of  which  Mr.  Hicks  made  a  mas- 
terly copy  in  Paris.  There  is  scarcely  a  discerni- 
bly  elaborated  detail  in  the  picture.  A  smutch  of 
the  pallet-knife  may  have  done  much  of  the  work  ; 
and  yet  the  wavering,  glancing  movement  of  the 
dogs  is  perfectly  rendered.  Instinctively  you  listen 
for  the  hunter's  horn,  and  step  aside  to  make  room 
for  the  flying  deer.  You  are  caught  up  at  once  into 
the  spirit  of  the  scene.  But  vainly  will  you  look 
to  find  a  solitary  well-defined  hair  in  a  single  dog's 
tail.  On  the  other  liand,  we  freely  and  gladly  allow 
that  we  have  seldom  seen  a  more  pathetic  picture 
than  the  Stone-breaker,  which  was  exhibited  here 
a  few  years  since,  and  which  was  of  the  extremest 
detail  in  its  execution. 

Elliott  still  maintains  his  ascendency  in  portrait- 
ure. He  has  notliing  this  year  quite  so  remarkable 
as  his  portrait  of  Fletcher  Harper  of  two  years  ago. 
But,  then,  every  work  can  not  be  his  best.  11  en- 
nessv  has  two  or  three  of  his  careful,  characteristic 
works,  full  of  a  conscience,  sweetness,  and  fiesluiess 
which  are  not  only  admirable  for  Avhat  tliey  ef- 
fect, but  lor  what  they  promise.  Nast's  ^Moonlight 
after  the  Battle,  with  the  dead  heroes  groujjed 
around  their  gun,  is  remarkable  for  the  tiiumph  of 
the  ennobling  sentiment  over  the  melancholy  facts. 
Vedder's  Sea  Serpent  is  reinilsive  for  the  very  re- 
verse— a  huge,  loathsome  snake,  stretclied  at  length 
among  the  high  grass  on  tlie  sandy  sea-shore,  suc- 
cessfully defying  the  summer  day.  It  is  the  ser- 
pent, not  the  sky,  that  haunts  the  memory  and 
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teases  the  imagination.  Yet  the  skill  of  the  artist 
is  shown  by  the  positive  repulsion  of  his  -work.  It 
is  an  uniniti«;ated  serpent,  and  the  eye  hastens  to 
escape  as  the  i'oot  -would.  Mayer's  picture  of  The 
Sick  Soldier  and  the  Sister  of  Charity  was  hung 
too  high,  but  it  could  not  escape  nniversal  atten- 
tion and  admiration.  ^  It  was  partly  due  to  the 
time,  to  our  own  war,  and  to  the  earnest  attention 
and  sympathy  wilh  which  every  form  of  camp  life 
and  sufferinj:;  is  regarded.  But  the  work  is  ten- 
derly and  truthfully  done,  the  patient  resignation 
of  tiie  soldier,  the  sisterly  sweetness  of  the  nurse, 
the  sobriety  and  subordination  of  all  the  accessories 
make  it  a  very  interesting  work. 

We  could  talk  a  great  deal  of  the  pictures,  but 
an  Easy  Chair  gets  easily  garrulous,  and  must  stop. 
How  strange  it  was  in  those  silent,  pleas^ant  rooms 
to  think  of  the  Rapidan  and  the  great  work  doing 
there,  and  of  how  many  a  brave  man  at  that  very 
moment  was  ready  to  clasp  his  hands  and  listen  to 
the  soft  voice  of  the  charitable  Sister !  We  learn 
the  names  of  some  of  our  heroes ;  but  of  the  multi- 
tudes who  stand  firm  until  they  fall,  who  leave 
home  and  family  that  all  our  homes  may  be  secure 
and  all  our  families  happy,  the  names  can  never 

be  known.     J.  S says  that  he  never  passes  a 

Avounded  soldier  in  the  street  without  lifting  his 
hat  to  him.  Yes,  and  many  a  heart  salutes  where 
no  outward  sign  is  made. 


The  fourth  volume  of  Carlyle's  "Life  of  Freder- 
ick the  Great"  (just  issued  b}"^  the  Harpers)  is  a 
most  captivating  and  exasperating  book.  Tliere  is 
a  sublime  audacity  in  holding  up  such  a  figure  as 
that  of  Frederick,  and  challenging,  or  rather  defy- 
ing, the  admiration  of  mankind.  With  all  the  mag- 
nificence of  style,  the  masterly  use  of  English,  which 
gives  a  new  idea  of  its  power  and  picturesqueness, 
with  all  the  learning  and  overwhelming  wit,  pathos, 
and  sarcasm,  with  all  its  wonderfully  incisive  and 
creative  strokes,  its  lucid  combinations  and  perpet- 
ual interest,  the  book  fails  to  arouse  an}'  especial 
interest  in  its  hero  or  sympathy  for  him,  and  }-ou 
feel,  in  the  very  splendor  and  tunuilt  of  the  treat- 
ment, that  the  author  is  fully  aware  of  it.  From 
the  magnificent  frame  the  portrait  stares  at  you, 
hard,  cold,  mechanical.  The  man  was  a  good  sol- 
dier i)robaljly ;  but  even  by  his  eulogist's  own  show- 
ing, even  through  his  incessantly  pelting  sneers  at 
all  other  contemporary  monarchs,  it  is  clear  that 
Frederick  had  no  more  call  to  be  a  king  of  mm 
than  any  other  man  avIio  wore  a  crown  at  the  same 
time.  The  whole  unmatched  magazine  of  wit  is 
exploded  at  Voltaire,  at  the  British  Government, 
at  the  French  court,  at  Saxony  and  Austria — they 
arc  all  zanies,  harlequins,  noodles,  innocents,  imbe- 
ciles, unfortunates ;  but  while  you  hurry,  breath- 
less, and  shouting  with  glee,  and  smiling,  and  scold- 
ing, up  and  down  the  pages,  you  are  ready  to  re- 
joice as  much  in  the  success  of  the  hero's  enemies 
as  in  his  own ;  nor  can  the  utmost  art  of  genius 
make  you  see  how  mankind  are  to  gain  by  Freder- 
ick's triumphant  theft  of  Silesia  from  Maria  The- 
resa. Notliing  told  of  his  private  life  is  in  the  least 
interesting  or  touching.  The  erudite  Dryasdust 
and  the  ]).itient  Smclfungus  explore  the  dust-bins 
and  dive  into  the  r^hot  rnl)bish,  as  C.nrlyle  delights 
to  call  it,  and  rescue  the  important  fact  that  Fred- 
erick the  (Jreat  sat  upon  the  side  of  his  bed  while 
he  ptdled  on  his  Ijreeches,  and  smeared  his  uniform 
coat  with  snuff,  and  reston^d  to  a  jjoor  country 
schooliuaster  the  monev  which  Iiad  l)i'cn  taken  from 


him  by  the  royal  custom-house  officers.  Now  the 
value  of  details  in  biography  is  incalculable ;  but 
when  the  most  skillful  composing  and  arranging 
of  them  fails  to  imi)art  the  least  lustre  of  human 
interest  to  tlie  person  concerned  they  become  a  ter- 
rible testimony. 

We  have  a  riglit  to  assume  that  so  thorough  and 
accurate  a  student  as  Carlyle  found  nothing  im- 
portant to  tell  us  of  the  condition  of  the  people  un- 
der the  sway  of  this  king  of  men,  or  he  would  have 
mentioned  it.  But  of  what  may  be  called  Prussia, 
of  that  national  life  which  is  the  measure  of  all  gov- 
ernment, we  do  not  get  a  single  glimpse.  Prus- 
sia apparently  is  Potsdam,  tlie  palace  at  Berlin,  and 
Silesia.  The  author  is  writing  the  life  of  a  king, 
indeed,  but  how  can  you  do  that  without  telling  us 
of  the  kingdom  ?  The  elaborate  episode  about  the 
schoolmaster,  for  instance,  leaves  the  impression 
that  Prussia  was  as  entirely  subjugated  to  the  whims 
of  one  man  as  any  African  tribe  of  which  Captain 
Speke  tells  us.  Was  this  the  ftict  ?  And  if  so, 
will  Carlyle,  or  any  other  doctor  of  the  cynical 
church,  tell  us  why,  because  that  one  man  was  the 
son  of  another  unparalleled  for  criminal  willfulness, 
and  was  himself  merely  a  military  will,  he  should 
have  been  clothed  with  such  tremendous  power? 
Could  there  be  any  real  justification  for  it  but  the 
wisest  possible  use  of  that  power  ?  And  could  that 
appear,  except  in  the  constant  improvement  of  the 
people  concerned  ?  What  has  the  world  gained  by 
the  resounding  feats  of  Frederick  the  Great  ?  That 
is  the  question ;  and  now,  at  the  end  of  four  mag- 
nificent volumes,  of  astonishing  power  in  many 
ways,  there  is  not  the  least  hint  of  an  answer,  or 
of  the  intention  of  an  answer,  or  even  of  the  con- 
ception that  there  ought  to  be  an  answer. 

If  vv-e  are  to  accept  this  elaborate  and  delightful 
work,  for  such  it  unquestionably  is,  merely  as  a 
monument  of  literar}'  genius,  very  well.  Then  we 
feast,  and  are  thankful.  But  we  can  not  forget  that 
Carhde  hurls  foul  scorn  at  "literary  works,"  and 
Ave  have  no  right  to  accuse  him  of  intending  to  do 
only  Avhat  he  vehemently  ridicules.  If  it  be  a  con- 
tribution to  the  history  of  the  eighteenth  century 
only — amen  :  it  is  the  most  brilliant  ever  made. 
But  that  is  not  a  satisfactory  account  of  it.  When 
a  man  like  Carlyle  surveys  the  whole  field  of  hu- 
man history,  and  selects  one  conspicuous  figure  to 
depict,  he  must  do'  it  because  he  feels  that,  either 
as  example  or  warning,  the  work  is  worth  doing, 
lie  means  to  tell  the  truth  certainly;  but  Avhat  is 
the  truth  he  tells  in  this  instance  ?  Is  it  that  Fred- 
erick the  Great  was  an  admirable  man  or  other- 
Avise?  One  or  the  other  he  must  haA'e  been,  or 
Carlyle  would  not  concern  himself  Avith  his  story. 
But  thus  far  avc  have  exhibited  to  us  a  rigid  sol- 
dier lieaving  Europe  in  order  to  keep  his  hold 
upon  Silesia  ;  marching  and  countermarching  Avith 
a  tliundoring  tread ;  doing  the  most  abominable 
deeds,  for  Avhich,  Cai'lyle  informs  us,  that  Freder- 
ick has  no  explanation  to  make ;  and  so  far  as  can 
be  gathered,  doing  it  all  Avithout  the  least  advant- 
age to  a  human  being,  and  at  an  infinite  cost  of  life 
and  money.  Does  any  reader  gatlier  from  this  book 
that  life,  lil>erty,  and  ]>roperty  Avere  more  secure 
under  this  King  tlian  tliey  Avould  have  been  Avith- 
out  all  his  tremendous  canqxiigning?  Does  Eu- 
rope, does  human  civilization,  oAve  him  any  debt? 
To  Napoleon  Bonaparte  it  owes  the  ending  of  the 
French  terror,  and  the  Code,  as  avcU  as  a  universal 
loosening  of  the  su])erstition  in  the  divinity  Avliioh 
doth  hedge  a  king.    Napoleon  made  himself  a  mon- 
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arch,  but  he  freed  mankind  by  that  very  fact  from 
monarchical  traditions ;  w  hile  the  aid  which  Freder- 
ick did  not  care  to  give  to  Louis  Fifteenth  he  would 
very  {gladly  have  given  to  Loui-s  Eighteenth.  But 
Frederick  seems  to  have  been,  according  to  Car- 
lyle,  first-rate  in  nothing  but  soldiering,  while  the 
ability  to  govern  men  wisely  requires  very  different 
powers  from  those  which  are  needed  to  command 
armies  successfull}--. 

Yet  whatever  you  may  think  of  Frederick  or  of 
the  judgment  which  Carlyle  passes  upon  him,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  recognize  the  amazing  power  and 
fascination  of  this  work,  Carlyle  can  never  be  a 
name  unclouded  in  our  regard  because  of  his  harle- 
quinade upon  our  great  struggle.  But  he  must  al- 
ways be  one  of  the  memorable  names  and  powers  in 
English  literature. 


"  A  Lover  of  the  Beautifttl,"  who  sends  us  his 
name,  sends  from  Osh  Kosh,  Wisconsin,  a  striking 
suggestion  upon  tlie  naming  of  Gates  in  the  Central 
Park — a  subject  which  was  touched  by  the  Easy 
Chair  a  month  ago.  lie  addresses  his  communica- 
tion through  us  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Park, 
saying :  "  I  have  in  my  occasional  visits  to  the  Park 
enjoyed  so  much  pleasure  that  I  should  be  glad  to 
reciprocate  the  kindness  that  I  feel  New  York  by  its 
Central  Park  has  already  done  for  me." 

Assuming,  writes  our  correspondent,  that  the 
Union  is  to  be  preserved  in  a  way  that  shall  be 
satisfactory  and  beneficial  to  all,  ought  there  not  to 
be  a  "  Union  Gate ,"  and  in  connection  with  it,  at  a 
suitable  distance,  a  "  Union  Grove,"  in  which  each 
State  shall  be  represented  by  a  group  of  its  native 
and  most  characteristic  trees,  the  associations  of 
which  Avould  be  so  pleasing  to  the  thousands  of 
citizens  of  every  State  who  will  hereafter  visit  the 
Park,  and  who  will  thus  find  a  bit  of  their  homes 
there  and  sit  under  their  familiar  trees.'  "With 
me,"  he  adds,  "this  local  attachment  is  so  strong 
that,  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  it,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  undertake  to  furnish  you  gratuitously  a 
reasonable  number  of  trees  from  my  o^vn  adopted 
W^isconsin  :  and  I  can  scarcely  doubt  but  what  the 
same  thing  would  be  done  by  citizens  of  every  State 
in  the  Union,  and  that  all  would  feel  a  commend- 
able pride  in  so  doing." 

He  proposes  to  leave  the  arrangement  of  the 
groves  to  competent  landscape  artists;  but  he  sug- 
gests that  the  ground  set  apart  for  these  "minia- 
ture United  States"  should  correspond  in  some  man- 
ner to  the  form  and  size  of  each  State,  the  lakes, 
large  rivers,  etc.,  being  indicated  b}^  gravel  or  sand 
walks.  He  thinks  that  the  ground  might  be  laid 
out  in  a  large  circle,  with  Washington  and  its  trees 
in  the  centre.  Immediately  around  this  a  circle  of 
the  thirteen  original  States,  and  beyond  this  another 
QJrcle  of  the  remaining  States. 

It  is  an  ingenious  and  patriotic  plan,  but  we  fear 
that  it  is  more  fanciful  and  curious  than  picturesque 
or  practicable.  Obviously  the  space  required  would 
be  more  than  could  be  spared  in  the  area  of  the 
Park,  and  tiic  arrangement  would  interfere  with  the 
broad  simplicity  of  the  design  of  the  whole  Park. 
Yet  the  hint  of  the  groups  of  various  trees  might  be 
wisely  adopted  in  some  form,  if  indeed  it  be  not 
already  contemplated  by  the  Commissioners.  We 
should  all  gladly  sec,  for  instance,  liow  kindly  the 
California  pines  would  take  to  the  soil  of  Manhattan 
Island.  But  as  the  country  ext(  nds,  it  is  possible 
that  the  change  of  climate  between  tlie  natural 
hal)itat  of  the  trees  and  their  new  nurserv  miirht  so 


dwarf  and  diminish  them,  that  the  citizen  from  the 
Pacific  would  be  only  sadly  reminded  how  far  he 
was  from  his  home. 

W^e  are  very  glad  that  our  little  word  has  pro- 
duced so  ingenious  a  response,  and  we  shall  have 
pleasure  in  presenting  any  other  view  so  clearlv 
conceived  and  stated  as  that  of  our  friend  in  Osh 
Kosh,  which,  as  he  suggests,  has  been  duly  sent  to 
the  Board. 


Everybody,  writes  a  friend  at  the  West,  has  his 
picture  taken  ;  and  since  the  photograph  is  so  cheap 
and  universal,  everybody  will  always  continue  to 
have  it  taken.  If  the  invention  had  been  earlier 
"every  old  house,  museum,  palace,  castle,  and  cot- 
tage, would  be  full  of  old  likenesses ;  and  among 
them  would  be  the  photograph  of  Luther  when  he 
left  his  father's  house  for  the  University,  and  one 
at  Worms  later  in  life ;  one  of  Shakesp(5are  given 
to  Miss  Hathaway  during  their  engagement;  one 
of  Bonaparte  when  at  the  military  school :  one  of 
Washington  wdien  he  returned  from  liis  western 
survey :  there  would  also  be  one  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
taken  at  a  Mississippi  village,  where  his  flat-boat 
was  detained  a  day.  But  could  we  identify  these 
pictures  ?  Not  one  in  a  thousand  would  have  on  it 
the  nnvie  and  the  date.'''' 

This  is  the  pregnant  text  upon  which  our  friend 
is  sure  that  the  Easy  Chair  could  preach  two  or  three 
columns.  But  it  preaches  itself.  It  is  so  obvious 
a  duty  that  we  should  hope  it  needi'd  no  enforcing, 
although  we  know  very  well  tliat  it  is  a  duty  often, 
and  perhaps  generally,  left  undone.  We  say  that 
it  needs  no  enforcing,  because,  when  once  fully 
stated,  no  argument  or  appeal  can  strengthen  it. 
If  you,  good  reader,  when  you  next  have  a  card 
taken,  which  you  privately  think  is  a  caricature  of 
your  face,  will  write  your  name  and  date  u})on  it, 
3^ou  will  rcall}'-  increase  its  value.  And  to  enlarge 
the  exhortation,  please  also  date  exactly  all  your 
notes  and  letters.  It  is  not  enough  to  write  Thurs- 
day, or  June  20,  at  the  top  or  bottom.  That  kind 
of  date  has  no  meaning  next  year  or  the  year  alter, 
and  it  costs  very  little  trouble  to  put  the  figures  of 
the  year.  The  whole  subject,  brethren,  falls  under 
the  general  head  of  method  and  order.  A  very  lit- 
tle care  would  convert  a  slattern  into  a  neat  Phillis, 
and  a  shufHing,  shambling,  confused,  and  lazy  con- 
duct into  a  prompt  and  effective  one.  A  place  for 
every  thing,  and  every  thing  in  its  place,  is  one  of 
the  earliest  copies  upon  which  we  all  exercise  our 
powers  in  pot-hooks.  But  it  is  a  safe  and  saving 
legend  for  the  whole  of  life.  Precision  is  a  habit  as 
well  as  an  instinct,  and  like  all  habits  it  can  bo 
cultivated  and  cherished.  Date  your  notes;  date 
3'our  photographs,  and  put  your  name  upon  them : 
keep  your  papers,  your  letters,  your  bills,  in  order, 
and  vou  will  save  time,  temper,  and  trouble.  So  be  it. 


The  Eas}--  Chair  receives  many  letters,  and  can 
1)V  no  means  answer  nor  even  take  notice  of  all. 
They  are  often  personal,  often  confidential,  often 
evidently  the  product  of  sentimentality  and  list- 
lessness  ;  but  they  are  always  welcome,  as  showing 
the  sympatljy  between  the  Chair  and  its  unknown 
friends,  as  well  as  giving  it  a  profound  gli(n[)se  into 
many  moods  and  minds.  They  are  from  j'oung 
and  old,  from  married  and  unmarried,  from  men 
and  women,  and  they  show,  upon  the  whole,  such 
simplicity  and  rectitude,  that  another  very  good 
sermon  might  be  preached  from  the  Cliair  upon  that 
text  also. 
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In  the  lonf;-run  those  books  are  pleasantest  and  ]  riagea  of  all  kinds,  rail-cars,  both  steam  and  horso,  and 


oranibu3cy ;  but  can  not  call  to  mind  one  instance  of  rude- 
The  cvnic    the  skeptic    or  the  i  "'^^^  *^''  ""kinducKri:  on  the  contrary,  time  would  fail  me 

to  tell  all  the  kindness  I  have  received.  I  am  and  have 
been  for  the  la.st  twenty  years  twice  the  Aveight  and  bulk 
of  ordinary  women;  but  if  I  enter  a  crowded  car  I  gener- 
ally have  a  seat  offered  me ;  or  if  I  propose  to  a  gentU man 
to  take  a  sliare  of  the  seat  with  him  he  will  offer  to  find 
another  seat  for  himself;  that  I  never  will  permit,  if  he 
will  excuse  my  crowding  him.  I  liave  made  many  pleas- 
ant acquaintances  in  that  way,  beguiled  many  tediou."! 
hours,  and  gained  much  u-seful  information.  Now,  it  is 
very  easy  to  be  polite  to  a  young  and  pretty  woman,  but 
I  could  give  many  instances  in  the  last  twenty  years  of 
vvj  life  to  show  the  gallantry  of  th(!  male  sex  to  women 
because  they  are  women.  But  I  will  not  tax  your  time  or 
patience  further  unless  you  wish  to  hear  individual  in- 
stances of  my  experience,  but  will  conclude  by  saying  I 
agree  with  you  in  this,  as  1  always  have  in  all  tilings  since 
my  acquaintance  first  bogan  with  you  in  narj)ei''s  Monlh- 
ly  No.  1,  and  has  continued  without  interruption  until  the 
last.  As  I  think  you  possess  a  goodly  share  of  tiie  gal- 
lantry of  your  sex,  I  feel  assured  you  will  excuse  my  pre- 
sumption in  addressing  you  as  dear  Easy  Chair. 

"PjfGGY." 

"P.S — T  mean  by  gallantly  the  reverence  the  best  of 
men  feel  and  show  our  sex." 


most  popular  which  make  us  think  more  kiiullv 

of  hunum  nature. 

scofTer  ilo  not  write  their  Avords  upon  the  heart. 

As  ShoUey  describes  the  cliarm  of  ridinj^  by  the 

sea,  and  of  the  ceaseless  delight  of  looking  upon  it — 
"•I  love  all  waste 
And  solitary  places,  where  we  taste 
Tlie  pleasure  of  believing  what  we  see 
Is  boundless,  as  we  wish  our  souls  to  be — " 

so  that  literature  most  permanently  satisfies  which 
justilies  our  deepest  faith  and  highest  aspiration. 
These  little  glimpses  giveii  us  by  the  letters  of 
which  we  speak  give  us  a  kindred  i)leasure.  Will 
our  correspondents  believe  it,  and  take  this  confes- 
sion for  the  reply  to  their  notes  which  otherwise  we 
can  not  answer.  They  may  be  sure  that  all  are 
received  and  read,  and  no  kindly  word  or  appeal  or 
request  is  overlooked  or  forgotten. 


WiiATKVER  the  ultimate  result  may  be  of  the 
tremendous  battles  of  May  in  Virginia,  it  is  vain 
to  affect  unconsciousness  of  the  sorrow  that  has 
fallen  upon  so  many  homes  in  which  this  Magazine 
has  long  been  a  familiar  monthly  friend.  The  scope 
of  the  cause  and  the  immensity  of  the  struggle  made 
that  month  probahly  the  most  important  in  our  his- 
tory. Upon  both  sides  the  valor  was  prodigious, 
and  the  tenacity  of  the  contest  showed  the  quality 
of  the  race  contending.  In  no  event  of  our  annals 
have  the  youth  and  vitality  of  this  country  been  so 
fearfully  proved.  The  shock  was  terrific,  but  it 
was  inevitable.  It  is  weakness  and  folly  to  deplore 
the  wars  without  which,  at  least  thus  far  in  God's 
Providence,  error  and  wrong  would  prevail  over  the 
right.  Every  man  would  prefer  a  peaceable,  life,  in 
amity  with  his  neighbors  and  ih.^  world ;  but  what 
man  would  buy  peace  with  any  kind  of  dishonor, 
or  secure  his  own  comfort  by  the  sacrifice  of  his 
children's  ? 

In  so  vast  a  strife  as  that  which  has  desolated 
this  country  for  three  years,  however  right  we  may 
believe  one  side  to  be,  and  however  wrong  the  oth- 
er, it  is  impossible,  as  it  is  unmanly,  not  to  recog- 
nize the  persistent  bravery  with  wliich  each  has 
been  defended.  It  is  our  faith  that  in  the  long-run 
a  generous,  humane,  and  ennobling  cause,  what- 
ever and  wherever  it  may  be,  will  triumph.  But 
we  have  no  right  to  suppose  that  a  man  of  just  sen- 
timents will  be  impervious  to  bullets,  nor  that  a 
hundred  resolved  bad  men  may  not  overpower  a 
dozen  good  ones,  however  resolute.  So  long  as 
questions  are  debated  with  tlie  touLTue  only  we  may 
trust  to  reason.  But  when  they  come  to  the  de- 
cision of  battle,  we  must  remember  that  the  appeal 
is  to  reason  no  longer.  And  when  they  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  be  submitted  to  l)attle,  then  battle  and 
not  reason  nor  justice  will  decide. 

But  for  the  sorrowful  and  suffering  every  where, 
for  the  hearts  that  ache  and  are  broken,  all  good 
men  will  pray  for  the  divine  consolation. 


fMtnr's  UrninBr. 


THE  following  come  to  the  Drawer  from  Mis- 
souri : 
In  the  Davis  County  (Iowa)  Circuit  Court,  sev- 
eral years  ago,  an  action  of  slander  was  brought  hy 

A against  C ,  damages  claimed,  $3000.    The 

defendant  employed  Judge  Faglin  in  his  behalf,  and 
soon  after  went  to  the  State  of  Indiana  on  a  visit, 
and  there  died.  When  the  case  was  called,  at  the 
next  term  of  court,  Judge  F.,  appearing  for  the  de- 
fendant, filed  the  following  answer; 

"  [A vs.  C .]    Comes  now  the  defendant,  and  for 

answer  to  plaintiff's  petition  says  that  he  is  dead ;  that  he 
died  in  Indiana  on  or  about  the  lOth  day  of  July,  1S5-, 
of  fever  and  ague.  lie  therefore  asks  that  this  suit  may 
abate,  and  of  this  he  puts  himself  upon  the  country." 

The  Court,  at  the  suggestion  of  defendant's  death, 
ordered  the  cause  stricken  from  the  docket.  Judge 
F.  walked  out  of  the  court-room,  and  finding  some 
men  standing  together  talking  he  walked  up  to 
where  they  were,  and  broke  upon  their  conversation 
as  follows : 

"Gentlemen,  I  gained  my  case." 

"What  case.  Judge?" 

"The  most  important  one  in  our  court,  A 

against  C ." 

"  How  did  you  gain  it?" 

"My  client^died,  Sir." 


TiiK  Kasy  Chair  can  not  possibly  refuse  his  friends 
the  gratification  of  reading  this  noble  testimony  to 
the  gallantry  of  Americans : 

"  Dkar  Easy  Chair, — I  am  not  like  ynur  Dorinda  Num- 
ber One,  for  I  never  was  an  '■obji'ot  oi"  iiitt.'rost.'  I  am  sim- 
ply Peg'.;y,  hut  I  can  testify  to  tlie  truth  nf  your  remarks 
on  the  natural  gallantry  of  the  male  sex.  I  am  fifty-four 
years  old,  and  iiave  traveleil  alone,  with  very  rare  excep- 
tions, Hince  I  was  fourteen,  on  sloop-<,  smacks,  steam  and 
canal  bouts ;  alio  horse  boats,  in  stage-coaclies,  cubs,  car- 


I  w.vs  called  upon  to  defend  a  criminal  suit  in 

Ozark  County,  Missouri,  before  Squire  G .     My 

client  was  arrested  upon  complaint  of  one  M 

for  stealing  a  cow.  The  justice  had  himself  writ- 
ten the  complaint,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy 
verbatim : 

^'  /State  of  Missouri,)  Tiio  dcfendsmt,  Mike  Johnson, 
(  Count  of  Oznrk.  i  is  accused  of  the  crime  of  (Here 
state  the  offtuise)  at,'Minst  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
State,  and  contrary  to  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and 
provided.  Danikl  Maiden. 

"  Sworn  to,  etc." 

When  the  defendant  was  brought  into  court  for 
trial  I  fili'd  a  motion  to  dismiss  tlie  caSo  because  the 
complaint  did  not  charge  him  with  any  crime,  that 
the  words  "  Here  state  the  ofi'cnse"  in  the  complaint 
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was  not  chargini;  a  crime,  etc.  When  I  had  con- 
cluded my  short  argument  the  Court,  upon  grave 
deliberation,  overruled  my  motion,  and  as  a  reason 
for  doing  so  said  that  he  had  "followed  the  form  he 
found  in  the  law  book  exactly,  and  that  he  had  been 
told  when  he  was  elected  to  follow  the  words  of  the 
law."  My  client  was  held  Ijo  bail  for  his  appearance 
at  the  next  Circuit  Court. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  in  the  Union  army  says : 

Having  received  from  the  United  States  Chris- 
tian Commission  some  reading  matter  among  which 
were  old  Harpers  Monthlies  [he  means  llarpev^s 
old  Monf/ilus'].  and  being  much  pleased  with  the 
Drawer,  I  wish  to  become  a  contributor.  I  also 
thank  the  Christian  Commission  for  the  Magazines, 
especially  the  Drawer. 

While  on  the  retreat  from  Dandridge  to  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee,  January  15,  1864,  I  stopped  at  the 
house  of  an  old  woman  on  the  road-side  who  was 
very  loquacious.  She  commenced  by  giving  me  a 
history  of  the  wrongs  she  had  sustained  from  the 
armies — Rebs  and  Yanks,  as  she  called  them — and 
finallv  concluded  by  giving  an  account  of  a  battle. 

"Along  come  Longstreet's  walk  men,  and  along 
come  Wolford's  critter  men,  and  they  formed  a  line 
of  fight  right  in  my  yard,  and  knocked  over  my 
ash-hopper  that  I  wouldn't  taken  two  dollars  and  a 
half  for." 


While  we  were  foraging  in  Secjuatchie,  Tennes- 
see, after  the  campaign  which  ended  Avith  the  battle 
of  Chicamauga,  our  boys  used  to  get  up  cotillion 
parties,  etc.,  in  the  country,  which  were  well  attend- 
ed by  the  ladies,  both  Union  and  Secesh,  of  the  val- 
ley. The  latter  were  very  careful  on  such  occasions 
about  the  language  they  used  in  the  presence  of  the 
boys,  lest  they  might  offend  them.  One  of  the  la- 
dies stepped  up  to  Wash  (the  tiddler)  and  said,  very 
politely,  "Will  yon  be  so  kind  as  to  play  the  Fed- 
eral Doodle  ?" 


I  SEND  you  the  following  fact  .about  Jim  Blas- 
cum,  the  "  cute  darkey  :" 

A  number  of  years  ago  there  lived  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Connecticut,  not  far  from  the  Rhode  Island 

line,  a  farmer  by  the  name  of  Thomas  T .     In 

his  family  he  had  a  colored  boy  called  Jim  Blascum, 
whom  he  had  taken  to  "  bring  up."  Jim  was  em- 
ployed in  light  farm-work  during  the  summer,  and 
did  tlic  chores  and  v/ent  to  school  in  winter.  He 
■vvas«the  most  inveterate  little  rogue  in  the  whole 
town,  and  all  the  mischief  perpetrated  in  the  neigh- 
borhood was  generally  traceable  to  him. 

One  time,  when  Jim  was  about  twelve  years  of 
age,  his  master  had  occasion  to  drive  a  lot  of  cattle 
down  into  Rhode  Island,  and  took  him  along  to  as- 
sist him.  The  farmer  stopped  at  a  tavern  in  Cov- 
entry, on  his  route,  to  procure  some  refreshments, 
taking  the  little  darkey  in  with  him.  In  the  bar- 
room T encountered  an  old  friend,  who  invited 

him  to  drink,  and  they  immediately  decided  to  have 
cacli  a  brandy  sling,  and  ordered  the  bar-keeper  to 
make  them.  Now  this  acquaintance,  whose  name 
was  Will  Davis,  was  a  great  talker,  and  w^as  apt  to 
become  absent-minded  when  he  got  upon  old  times, 
as  he  did  on  this  occasion  ;  and  just  as  ke  had  reach- 
ed the  middle  of  a  story  the  bar-keeper  announced  : 
"Your  slings  are  ready,  gentlemen."  Each  lifted 
his  glass  to  his  lips;  but  Will  only  tw)k  one  sip, 
and  then  set  it  down,  for  he  was  too  much  interest- 
ed in  his  storv  to  drink  more.  Jim,  with  rolling 
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eves  and  glistening  ivories,  had  stood  directly  be- 
hind Will,  listening  to  his  storv ;  but  as  soon  as  he 
set  down  his  glass  the  little  darkey,  with  a  sanff 
froid  that  Newcomb  might  imitate  to  advantage 
reached  under  his  elbow,  grasped  the  tumbler,  quaff- 
ed the  contents  at  a  swallow,  and  replaced  it  on  the 
counter.  When  Will  had  concluded  and  the  laugh 
had  "come  in"  (in  which  the  bar-keeper,  who  had 
been  a  silent  witness  of  Jim's  cute  manoeuvre,  join- 
ed with  a  zest  that  was  unwarranted  by  the  narra- 
tive itself)  he  turned  to  finish  his  sling.  At  the 
sight  of  the  empty  glass  he  looked  first  at  the  bar- 
keeper, then  at  his  companion,  exclaiming,  "I  have 
talked  so  fast  that  I  drank  that  sling  and  didn't 
know  it !     Now  we  will  go  and  look  at  your  cattle." 


I  DELONG  to  the  army  of  the  Union  in  North  Caro- 
lina. In  January  last  1  accompanied  an  expedition 
from  Plymouth  to  Windsor,  North  Carolina,  whore 
a  force  of  Georgia  cavalry  Mere  encamped.  We 
attacked  them  shortlv  after  'daylight ;  they  fled, 
leaving  in  our  possession  their  camp  and  equipage. 
Among  the  latter  were  their  drums  and  brass  mu- 
sical instruments.  After  the  excitement  of  the 
skirmish  and  pursuit  was  over,  and  we  Avere  return- 
ing to  the  Roanoke  River  to  embark  for  riymoutl), 
the  men,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  were  talking 
over  the  events  of  the  morning,  when  one  of  thcin 
remarked, 

"Those  reb  musicians  will  be  court-martialed." 

"  What  for.?"  asked  some  of  the  boys. 

"Why  the  Regulations  say  that  'retreat'  shall 
be  beat  at  sunset,  but  those  fools  beat  it  in  the 
morning." 


Our  regiment  took  part  in  the  expedition  under 
General  Foster  to  Goldsborough,  North  Carolina,  in 
December,  1862.  One  day,  as  we  were  advancing, 
and  brisk  skirmishing  was  going  on  in  front,  a  wound- 
ed rebel  was  carried  to  the  rear  by  a  party  of  con- 
trabands. I  stopped  a  moment  to  look  at  the  man, 
and  said  to  one  of  the  negroes,  "  Is  that  man  badlv 
hurt?  Will  he  live?"  The  darkey  replied  :  "Mas- 
sa,  he's  shot  fru  de  body.  He  can't  live  to  save  his 
life !" 


The  South  still  furnishes  food  for  the  Drawer  : 

Mr.  Collins  was  a  young  Methodist  minister,  of 
more  than  average  ability,  with  reverence  large, 
self-osteem  small.  Being  appointed  to  a  certain 
circuit  in  the  Georgia  Conference,  he  became  pos- 
sessed with  a  dread  of  preaching  in  the  hearing  of 
his  presiding  elder,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  since  made 
a  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
This  elder  was,  in  Mr.  Collins's  opinion,  the  great 
man  of  his  Conference,  if  not  of  the  whole  INIethod- 
ist  Connection.  Dr.  Pierce,  who  had  heard  flatter- 
ing accounts  of  the  young  man's  promise,  made  va- 
rious efforts  to  hear  Mr.  Collins,  all  of  which  were 
persistently  defeated  Uy  the  ingenuity  of  the  diffi- 
dent minister. 

On  one  occasion  Mr.  Collins  received  word  from 
his  presiding  elder  that  he  would  be  present  at  a 
certain  appointment.  The  intelligence  was  not 
overwhelming  to  the  }'Oung  minister,  since  Dr. 
Pierce  would,  of  course,  occupy  the  pulpit. 

The  day  and  hour  of  the  appointment  arrived. 
Mr.  C,  with  a  boating  heart,  sat  in  the  rude  pulpit, 
the  expectant  congregation  sat  on  their  uncnshioned 
seats,  the  women  talking  over  their  gardens  and 
poultry  and  children  and  ailments,  while  the  men 
discussed  the  prospects  of  the  cotton  and  rice  crops; 
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but  no  Dr.  Pierce  had  appeared.  The  minister  con- 
sulted his  watcli  -with  nervous  frequency.  Five, 
ten,  fifteen,  twenty  minutes  past  the  hour  for  the 
service  to  begin,  and  still  the  presiding  elder  had  not 
arrived.  The  people  gi-adually  subsided  into  silence, 
and  sat  with  sober  visages,  indicating  that  they 
were  ready  to  receive  their  spiritual  food.  At  length 
a  brother  who  usually  raised  the  tunes  started,  in  a 
clear,  confident  voici^,  the  voluntary — 

"•  On  Jordan's  stormy  banks  I  stand." 
This  brought  in  all  the  younger  men  who  had  been 
lingering  outside.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  hymn, 
Dr.  Pierce  not  yet  appearing,  no  other  course  was 
left  for  the  anxious  minister  but  to  inaugurate  the 
services.  He  read  a  very  long  chapter  with  great 
deliberation,  lined  a  hymn  of  seven  stanzas,  and  in 
his  prayer  remembered  at  length  every  cause  of 
every  church,  all  nations,  and  all  classes.  People's 
knees  stiffened,  their  limbs  fell  asleep — ind':;ed  com- 
fortable naps  were  taken  by  some ;  while  several 
plethoric  and  several  rheumatic  members  of  the  con- 
gregation slyly  arose  from  their  knees  during  the 
prayer  and  resumed  their  seats.  Aniens,  at  first  so 
fervently  and  so  vocif.TOusly  uttered,  were  after  a 
time  heard  at  alarmingly  distant  intervals,  and  at 
length  ceased  altogether  until  the  minister  uttered 
the  final  Amen,  when  there  was  a  general  and  most 
hearty  response  from  every  quarter  of  the  church. 
One  panting  sister,  as  she  resumed  her  seat,  remark- 
ed, behind  her  fan  of  turkey-tailed  feathers,  to  a 
neigliboring  sister,  that  she  found  a  dozen  good  stop- 
ping-places for  Brother  Collins  before  he  got  through. 

But  the  presiding  elder  hadu't  arrived  although 
he  had  been  given  such  generous  time,  and  Mr. 
Collins  saw  that  he  must  preach.  So  he  arose,  took 
his  text,  and  timidly  entered  upon  his  sermon,  fur- 
tively watching  the  door,  thinking  all  the  while — 
"  Perhaps  Dr.  Pierce  will  come  yet,"  and  wondering 
what  he  should  do  in  that  event.  In  the  process  of 
his  sermon  he  entered  upon  a  description  of  the 
devil.  "  Dr.  Pierce  may  come  yet,"  said  the  speak- 
er to  himself,  as  he  proceeded  in  his  description  of 
that  evil  being,  who  goes  about  like  a  roaring  lion 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  In  the  midst  of  the 
description  the  church-door  opened,  and  Dr.  Pierce 
entered. 

"Oh!  bless  me!  there  he  is  now!"  exclaimetl 
Brother  Collins,  throwing  up  his  hands  and  growing 
very  white,  and  then  sinking  on  the  pulpit-bench. 

The  effect  upon  the  audience  of  this  startling  an- 
nouncement may  be  imagined. 


A  VERY  clever  contril)utor  sends  three  anecdotes : 

Governor  H was  a  Virginian,  and  as  a  protege 

of  General  Jackson  was  appointed  by  him  Territorial 
Governor  of  Michigan.  His  F.  F.  V.  ways  and  no- 
tions not  being  exactly  agreeable  to  the  democracy 
over  whom  he  Avas  sent  to  rule,  they  gave  him  no- 
tice to  quit,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  President, 
and  he  was  transferred  to  the  Land  Office  at  Green 
IJay,  where,  as  Register,  he  served  Uncle  Sam  until 
liis  patron  went  out  of  office.  He  then  offered  him- 
self to  the  people  of  Wisconsin  as  a  candidate  for 
tlie  TeiTitorial  Legislature  ;  and  after  pressing  his 
claims  in  a  long  and  ver^^  ingenious  speech,  intend- 
ed to  suit  all  parties  at  Green  Lake,  he  wound  up 
with,  "Gintlemen,  these  are  my  sintiments;  and 
let  mc  assure  you  they  are  the  sintiments  of  an 
honest  man — an  honest  politician.  But,  gintlemen, 
if  they  don't  suit  you,  they  kin  be  altered!" 


Ri:v.  Mil.  H was  stationed  at  Appleton,  Wis- 


consin, and  Avas  very  much  annoyed  on  the  first  Sab- 
bath by  the  Avhispering  and  other  improper  conduct 
of  some  young  gentlemen  present.  He  stopped  his 
discourse,  and  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  offenders, 
said  :  '•  I  very  much  dislike  to  reprove  any  one  in  a 
congregation  where  1  am  not  acquainted ;  as  I  am 
afraid  of  making  as  great   a  mistake  as  Brother 

R once  made  at  F .     While  preaching  his 

first  sermon  he  was  very  much  disturbed  by  the 
misconduct  of  an  individual  in  the  congregation, 
who,  though   several  times   reproved  b}'^  Brother 

R ,  only  behaved  the  worse  for  it  through  the 

whole  sermon.     As  Brother  R was  leav^ing  the 

church  after  the  services  one  of  the  brethren  accost- 
ed him  with,  '  Brother  R ,  didn't  you  know  that 

man  you  reproved  to-day  Avas  a  fool  T  "  It  is  need- 
less to  sav  the  nuisance  Avas  abated. 


Pat  Finmcgax's  wife  Avas  a  very  vixen,  and  gave 
him  no  peace  of  his  life.  One  day,  after  a  quarrel, 
in  Avhich  he  Avas  ejected  from  his  shanty  by  his  bet- 
ter-half, he  enlisted  as  a  A-olunteer.  Being  accosted 
by  an  acquaintance  Avith — "  Well,  Patrick,  they  saj' 
you  are  going  in  for  the  Avar."  "No,  no,"  said  he; 
"  I  am  going  for  pace !" 


Many  incidents  have  been  recorded  to  illustrate 
the  power  of  imagination,  but  the  following  has 
ncA'or  been  in  print: 

One  of  the  first  traders  in  our  toAvn  was  Jonas 

M ,  Avho  was  something  of  a  Avag,  and  Avhose 

jokes  Avere  often  of  the  kind  termed  pracHcil.  His 
store  was  frequented  by  the  young  people  of  the 
tOAvn,  who  enjoyed  his  fun  and  his  stories.  Every 
trader  in  those  days  dealt  in  the  ardent ;  and  among 
other  customers  Jonas  had  one,  an  old  fellow  named 

Meshach  H ,  Avho  came  quite  regularly  for  his 

grog.  Seeing  him  coming  in  one  eA^ening,  as  usu- 
al, Jonas  said  to  the  by-standers,  "Now  we  will 
liaA'e  some  fun !  I  Avill  bet  a  bottle  of  Avine  that  I 
will  get  old  H drunk  on  SAveetened  water." 

"Taken." 

"Meshach,"  sj^ys  the  trader,  "go  to  the  pump 
and  get  a  pail  of  cool  water,  and  I  Avill  giA'c  you 
something  to  drink."  Delighted  at  the  proposal  he 
started  off,  and  Avhile  absent  a  decanter  Avas  filled 
with  Avatcr,  and  molasses  added  sufficient  to  color  it. 
Old  age,  and  an  almost  unremitted  use  of  "Santa 
Cruz"  and  "Jamaica,"  had  som.eAvhat  deadened  the 
old  man's  sense  of  taste,  and  on  his  return  he  drank 
his  glass  Avithout  discovering  the  deception.  It  had 
an  effect  on  his  mind  also,  and  he  began  to  be  social 
and  talkative.  "Have  aiiothcr  glass,  Meshach;" 
and  another  glass  Avas  taken,  and  another,  until  he 
became  quite  merry  and  loquacious,  and  the  com- 
pany of  course  Avere  equally  so.  The  old  man  had 
CA-ery  appearance  of  intoxication.  He  AA'ould  in- 
A'ariably,  Avhen  spending  his  CA'cnings  at  the  store, 
fall  asleep,  and  sit  snoozing  in  his  chair  until  the 
time  came  to  shut  up  the  shop.  This  evening  Avas 
not  an  exception  ;  and  Avhile  sitting  in  his  chair 
asleep,  Jcmas,  with  the  help  of  a  companion,  carried 
chair  and  sleeper  quietly  out  of  the  door,  and  placed 
them  doAvn  on  the  sidcAvalk.  It  Avas  a  chilly  even- 
ing and  dark,  and  the  cold  soon  slightly  roused  the 
sleeper.  Noav  Meshach  had  a  young  "  sprig,"  Avho, 
in  honor  of  his  sire,  had  been  christened  Meshach, 
but  was  more  familiarly  called  "  Mish."  As  the 
cold  began  to  revive  the  old  man — his  senses  grad- 
ually returning,  but  still  somewhat  obfuscated — he 
bellowed  forth,  " Mish !  Mish!  I  say;  shut  the 
door!     Shut  the  door,  you  rascal!"    . 
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The  laughter  of  the  company  awakened  him,  and 
he  made  his  way  home  as  well  as  he  could  in  his 
situation. 


•  A  Californian  writes  to  the  Drawer : 
G P is  an  inveterate  practical  joker. 


Ly. 


ing  in  bod  pretty  late  in  /he  morning,  he  is  very 
much  annoyed  by  the  whistle  of  a  steam-mill  close 
by,  and,  to  play  a  joke  on  the  engineer,  concluded 
to  muzzle  the  whistle.  He  asked  the  owner  if  muz- 
zling the  whistle  would  cause  any  accident,  and  was 
answered  in  the  negative.  The  owner  let  the  men 
into  the  secret,  and  a  look-out  was  kept.  Our  hero 
made  his  appearance  with  a  bundle  of  rags  and 
strings,  creeping  cautiously  upon  the  shed  roof  to 
the  whistle.  Reaching  the  spot,  he  looked  all  round 
to  see  if  he  had  it  all  to  himself.  With  a  big  grin 
on  his  phiz,  he  reached  his  hand  up  and  commenced 
stuffing  in  the  old  rags.  At  that  moment  the  sig- 
nal was  given,  and  up  went  the  valves,  whistle,  and 
blower,  and  off  the  shed  rolled  our  hero,  into  a  pile 
of  coal-dust  and  ashes,  thinking  he  bursted  the  whole 
concern,  and  started  on  the  run  amidst  the  shouts 
of  all  hands  in  the  mill.  It  has  been  said  of  him 
since  that  he  would  go  five  miles  around  rather  than 
go  by  a  mill  with  a  whistle  on. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  in  Missouri  says : 

We  have  this  winter  been  having  "Mite  Socie- 
ties" and  festivals  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  our 

town,  and  one  lady  (Mrs.  B )  Avas  distributing 

food  and  other  necessaries  to  the  needy.     Among 

others  she  went  to  IMrs.  Y ,  whose  family  were 

said  to  be  almost  starving.  She  found  them  with- 
out sufficient  clothing,  without  wood,  and  not  a 
morsel  of  food  in  the  house. 

"Well,  Mrs.  Y ,  what  do  you  need  most? 

what  would  you  like  to  have.'" 

Mrs.  Y meditated  seriously  a  moment,  then 

her  face  brightened,  and  she  exclaimed, 

"  Well,  I  always  did  want  a  head-dress;  they're 
so  becomia'!" 


An  Elmira  subscriber  sends  this  contribution  to 
the  Drawer : 

Doctor  WiL'gins,  of  our  little  city,  can  make  just 
as  much  display  of  his  learning  as  any  Doctor  who 
has  a  good  deal  more  of  it,  and  can  use  just  as  big 
words  as  any  one  of  the  faculty  between  Elmira  and 
New  York.  Being  called  as  a  witness  on  a  murder 
trial  here  a  few  ^^ears  ago,  where  the  plea  of  insani- 
ty, was  put  in  by  the  defense,  he  was  cross-question- 
ed in  regard  to  his  medical  knowledge,  when  he  in- 
formed the  jury,  among  other  things,  that  the  hu- 
man bruin  was  in  two  parts,  viz.,  the  brain  proper, 
and  the  mcinbraiie. 


We  have  a  faithful  contraband  (writes  a  lady) 
who  has  lived  with  us  since  his  birth,  and  is  very 
much  devoted  to  us.  He  is  "Union"  in  sentiment, 
but  is  silent  or  pretends  to  rebelism  when  his  mis- 
tress, who  is  a  rebel,  is  by,  for  fear  of  offending  her. 
One  day  last  summer,  about  the  time  several  ladies 
in  this  part  of  the  State  had  lieen  banishrd,  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers,  hcad^'d  by  Lieut. ,  was  passing. 

One  of  the  soldiers  called  out  to  Jim,  who  was  look- 
ing at  them,  "Boy,  what  are  your  folks .?*"  Jim 
scratched  his  head  a  moment,  very  much  p'^rplexed, 
and  anxious  not  to  compromise  his  mistress,  said,  at 
length,  triumphantly,  "  Tliey's  w/ti/e  Jh'ks,  Sah." 
Their  unifed  yell  of  laughter  was  deafening,  and 
pleased  Jim  very  much.     Another  soldier  then  call- 


ed out,  *'  What  are  you,  boy  ?"  Jim  looked  around, 
found  his  mistress  was  in  hearing,  and  replied,  "  I, 
Sah?  I's  a  nigger T  They  didn't  ask  Jim  anj' 
more  questions,  but  gave  "  three  cheers  for  the  con- 
traband;" and  Jim  walked  off  with  the  satisfying 
comment,  "Takes  dis  nigger  to  outdo  white  folks." 

A  friend  related  the  following  to  me  not  long 
ago: 

Jake,  a  contraband  of  theirs,  was  notorious  for 
"  going  by  the  rules  of  contrariness,"  as  he  express- 
ed it.  When  rebel  soldiers  were  by  Jake  was  strongs 
Union,  and  when  Federals  he  was  a  violent  Secesh. 
One  day  Jake  was  in  the  yard  when  a  company  of 
Federal  soldiers  passed  by.  A  soldier  told  him  to 
hurrah  for  the  North ;  without  any  hesitation  Jake 
yelled,  "Hurrah  for  Dixie!"  The  soldier  angrily 
said,  "Hurrah  for  h-11,  j'ou  fool!"  Jake  looked 
around  to  sec  if  the  way  was  clear,  and  roared,  "  Ev- 
ery fellow  for  his  own  country,  Sah !"  and  skedad- 
dled in  haste. 


A  SERGEANT  in  the  army  writes  to  the  Drawer 
of  the  tricks  the  privates  play  on  their  officers  some- 
times : 

A  good  story  is  told  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rose, 
26th  Indiana  Volunteers.  After  the  fall  of  Vicks- 
burg  the  division  of  which  his  regiment  formed  a 
part  made  a  raid  into  the  interior  of  Mississippi. 
They  marched  without  any  transportation  whatev- 
er ;  not  even  did  the  Colonel's  mess  take  their  cook 
along,  but,  fastening  a  coffee-pot  and  frying-pan  to 
their  saddles,  and  stowing  three  days'  rations  away 
about  their  persons,  proceeded  to  do  as  other  soldiers 
do,  i.  e.,  do  for  themselves. 

The  command  had  bivouacked  for  the  night :  the 
camp-fires  were  lighted,  and  every  thing  bore  the 
appearance  of  business.  Colonel  Clark  kindled  his 
fire,  filled  his  coffee-pot,  and  was  making  other  prep- 
arations for  supper,  while  Colonel  Rose  got  some 
coQ^ee  from  his  saddle-bags,  put  it  in  a  tin  cup,  and 
with  a  bayonet  proceeded  to  mash  it.  The  coffee, 
being  damp  from  sweat,  did  not  grind  to  his  satis- 
faction ;  so,  in  his  dilemma,  he  appealed  to  the  boys 
to  know  how  they  managed  it.  The  boys,  ever  glad 
to  get  a  joke  at  an  officer's  expense,  replied,  "  Wet 
it.  Colonel — wet  it,"  and  passed  on,  hardly  able  to 
suppress  their  risibles,  while  the  Colonel  actually 
got  his  canteen  and  wet  the  stubborn  coffee.  You 
can  imagine  how  easily  the  coffee  mashed  when 
soaked. 


From  one  of  the  county  jails  in  Massachusetts  an 
unfortunate  gentleman  writes  to  the  Drawer.  How 
a  reader  of  the  Drawer  managed  to  get  into  jail  we 
can  not  conceive.  Perhaps  he  is  the  keeper  of  it, 
or  the  chaplain.     He  says  : 

In  one  of  the  county  jails  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts I  have  the  misfortune  to  be  confined.  ]My 
friends  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  me  Harper^ s 
Monthi;/ ;  and  thinking  that  a  little  original  incident 
that  occurred  here  miglit  interest  some  of  your  read- 
ers, and  find  a  place  in  the  Drawer,  I  send  the  fol- 
lowing: 

We  have  a  prisoner  here  who  prides  himself  on  be- 
ing the  best-rducat(  d  man  in  jail.  One  of  the  pris- 
oners being  sick,  and  not  expecting  to  recover,  a 
priest  was  sent  for  to  administer  the  right  of  ex- 
treme miction.  After  the  ceremony  had  been  per- 
formed Jones  came  into  the  cook-room  looking  as 
wise  as  a  judge,  and  said,  "  Well,  that  poor  fellow 
has  had  the  rite  of  supreme  injunction  administered, 
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and  is  all  ri.^ht."     In  spite  of  jail  rules,  and  in  spite 
of  the  subject,  the  house  was  in  a  roar. 


A  BARr.Kii  was  confined  hero  for  not  being  able  to 
control  his  appetite.     The  first  night  he  was  locked 
in  his  cell  says  he  to  the  turnke}', 
"Are  all  the  outside  doors  fiist.?" 
"Yes.     Why  do  you  ask  that  question  ?" 
"  I  should  be  afiaid  to  stay  here  were  they  not." 
It  was  so  ludicrous  he  was  soon  a  favorite  with 
the  officers,  and  never  was  locked  in  his  cell  after. 


FiK^M  our  youth  np  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
reading  your  Drawer,  and  not  having  seen  any  thing 
therein  from  Eau  Clairo,  Wisconsin,  feel  it  our  duty 
to  contribute  the  following  : 

We  have  in  our  midst  a  person  of  some  preten- 
sions wlio  styles  himself  "ye  editor"  of  our  county 
paper,  Stout  by  name,  mIio  has  just  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Washington  and  a  visit  to  Old  Abe.  AVe  also 
have  among  us  one  Heath,  who  is  Clerk  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court.  It  so  happened  that  a  farmer  brought 
a  load  of  fresh  fish — bass  and  suckers — to  market, 
wlien  said  Heath  "pitched  in"  and  bought  a  fine 
string  of  bass.  Our  friend  Stout  also  bought  a  string 
of  fish,  but  not  being  "on  time,"  was  obliged  to 
take  up  with  suckers. 

Heath  having  business  to  attend  to  in  town,  left 
his  string  of  bass  with  a  friend.  Soon  Stout  pass- 
ing by,  and  seeing  Heath's  string  of  bass  hanging 
up,  thinks  to  perpetrate  a  fine  joke  on  him,  so  sub- 
stitutes his  string  of  suckers  for  the  string  of  bass, 
which  he  takes  home  and  duly  hands  over  to  the 
cook,  who  prepares  the  sweet  morsel  which  greatly 
tickleth  the  palate  of  "ye  editor."  But  who  can 
depict  the  astonishment  of  Heath  when  he  finds  his 
beautiful  bass  turned  to  suckers!  Soon,  however, 
the  miracle  is  explained. 

"  Verily,"  says  Heath,  "  I'll  fix  him  !" 

A  fevv  (lavs  thereafter  the  agent  of  the  American 
Express  Company  met  Stout,  and  informed  him  of 
the  arrival  of  an  express  box  to  his  address.  Stout 
finds  the  box  marked  and  labeled  in  the  most  elab- 
orate style  of  the  express-man's  art,  pays  one  dollar 
and  a  half  charges,  shoulders  the  box  and  lugs  it  to 
his  office.  Very  soon  thereafter  he  receives  a  visit 
from  Heath  and  numerous  of  his  intimate  friends, 
who  find  him  just  resurrecting  his  old  friends  the 
suckers  from  their  untimely  grave,  and  acknowl- 
edges himself  "just  a  little  sold!" 


know  the  modus  operandi  of  heating  buildings  of 
such  large  dimensions,  and  for  that  purpose  was  di- 
rected to  the  Engine-Ivoom,  where  he  encountered 

our  friend,  Patrick  M'C ,  who,  being  anxious  to 

make  a  favorable  impression  upon  strangers,  readily 
gave  them  such  Information  as  he  possessed  about 
the  engine  department.  The  visitor  was  ])articu- 
larly  struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  engine,  which  is 
really  a  fine  specimen  of  mechanical  skill  and  in- 
genuity. After  admiring  its  workings  for  a  few 
minutes,  he  inquired  of  Patrick  how  many  horse- 
power it  was.  "Ilorse-powerl"  ejaculated  Patrick, 
looking  at  the  stranger  Avith  perfect  astonishment ; 
"  why,  there  is  no  horse-power  about  it — it  goes  by 
steam !" 


Fi:eijng  indebted  to  the  Drawer  for  many  a 
hearty  laugh,  and  being  desirous  of  reciprocating, 
even  in  a  small  way,  I  send  you  the  following,  which 
goes  to  show  how  totally  unqualified  are  some  of  the 
employes  of  the  Govermnent  who  receive  their  ap- 
pointments through  political  favoritism. 

Patrick  !M'C ,  of  Brooklyn,  having  made  him- 
self useful  to  the  party,  was  rewarded  for  his  serv- 
ices by  a  j>osition  as  engineer  in  the  heating  depart- 
liient  of  the  Caj)itol  at  Washington — a  berth  worth 
some  fifteen  or  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
which  he  held  during  Buchanan's  Administration. 
Now  there  is  not  a  day  that  passes  but  that  there  are 
more  or  less  sight-seers  at  the  Federal  Metrojmlis, 
and  among  the  lirst  places  they  visit  is  the  Capitol, 
particularly  during  the  sessions  of  Congress.  In  the 
winter  of  1850,  among  those  Avho  j)aid  a  visit  to  that 
noble  stricture,  and  admired  its  nuxny  beauties,  was 
a  very  intelligent  gentleman  from  Boston.  After 
having  minutely  inspected  the  statuary  and  intoiior 
decorations  of  the  upper  floors,  he  was  curious  to 


In  Colorado  Territory  we  have  a  correspondent 
who  writes : 

At  the  last  District  Court  held  in  this  Territory, 
Hon.  Allen  Bradford  presiding,  I  was  foreman  of 
the  United  States  Court  jurv.  An  honest  Dutch- 
man, Jan  Jakes,  lives  on  a  farm  near  the  road,  and 
keeps  a  tavern,  where  detachments  of  officers  and 
soldiers  pause  often  to  refresh.  Jan  was  brought  np 
for  selling  whisky  to  soldiers,  and  plead  guilty,  but 
said:  "Mr.  Shudge,  I  dought  every  pody  trinks, 
and  sell  de  wiskey  to  every  pody  I"  "  Well,"  said 
the  Judge,  "  as  you  did  not  know  it  was  against  the 
law,  I  will  fine  you  ten  dollars  and  let  you  ofi'." 
"  Dat  is  coot.  Mister  Shudge,  but  I  is  got  no  mon- 
ey." As  Jan  was  known  to  be  honest,  he  was  al- 
lowed to  depart ;  and  in  half  an  hour  he  came  back 
with  a  roll  of  bills  in  his  hand,  and  said,  "Mister 
Shudge,  I  pa}'  you  now.  I  vins  forty  tollars  from 
vun  officer,  and  I  danks  you  vunce  more:  coot-by, 
Mister  Shudge !"  ' 


These  are  very  good  from  the  army : 
As  one  of  the  brigades  of  the  Reserve  Corps  which 
came  up  to  the  rescue  of  General  Thomas  at  Chica- 
mauga  was  marching  through  Athens,  Alabama,  a 
bright-eyed  girl  of  four  summers  was  looking  at  the 
sturdy  fellows  tramping  by.  When  she  saw  the  sun 
glancing  through  the  stripes  of  red  and  on  the  gold- 
en stars  of  the  flag,  she  exclaimed,  clapping  her 
hands,  "Oh,  pa!  pa!  God  made  that  flag! — seethe 
stars!"  A  shout  deep  and  loud  went  up  from  that 
column,  and  many  a  bronzed  veteran  lifted  his  hat 
as  he  passed  the  sunny-haired  child,  resolving,  if 
his  good  right  arm  availed  any  thing,  God's  tlag 
should  conquer. 

MiiS.  ,  the  accomplished  and  beautiful  wife 

of  a  volunteer  officer,  tells  the  following: 

When  she  was  at  the  Louisville  Hotel,  while  our 
army  was  gathering  strength  to  spring  upon  Biagg 
at  Bardstown,  a  little  boy,  whose  parents  were  noted 
for  their  secession  sympatliies,  was  dangling  by  the 
neck  over  the  baluster  a  toy,  known  in  the  nurseiy 
vocabulary  as  a  "limber-jack,"  exclaiming  between 
his  little  teeth,  "Tliere  now,  old  Al  e,  I  told  you  I 
would  hang  you!'*  giving,  as  ho  spake,  the  string  a 
vindictive  jerk.  This  lady,  who  was  standing  by, 
said,  "Johnnie,  I'll  report  you  as  a  rebel,  and  have 
you  put  in  the  militurv  prison."  lie  quickly  drew 
up  his  extemjiore  gallows,  ])ut  the  cord  into  his 
pocket,  and  running  up  to  her,  said,  "  Oh,  please, 
don't  tell  I  It's  not  Mr.  Lincoln,  it's  a  limber-jack  ; 
I  was  only  playing  hanging  Yankees!" 


EvKUY  one  in  our  Division  has  heard  of  Solomon. 
He  is  the  General's  master-of-horse,  a  Frenchman 
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by  birth,  and  has  never  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the 
slightest  conception  of  the  power  of  our  language. 
AVhile  the  brigade  to  ^vhich  iie  is  attached  was  lying 
at  Stone's  River,  fifteen  miles  from  Nashville,  Solo- 
mon had  occasion  to  go  to  the  city.  As  he  was 
starting  the  General  said,  "  Solomon,  bring  me 
iJashvillc  time."  About  flight  Solomon  returned, 
after  paying  his  respects  to  many  of  the  doggeries 
on  the  way,  loitering,  as  Avas  his  custom.  As  soon 
as  he  arrived  he  went  to  the  General,  taking  out  his 
watch  with  an  important  air,  saying,  "  It  was  juste 
ini  cjuartier  un  tree  o'cluck  when  I  leeve  ze  seetie, 
then  I  stop  mine  vatch,  so  he  keep  the  reeght  time." 

"But  what  is  the  time  now  .'"  asked  the  General. 

"Ah !  dat  I  know  not.  You  sais  breeng  ze  Nash- 
ville time;  I  breengs  him  eexszactly !" 


On  another  occasion  some  one  reported  to  the 
Brigade  Adjutant  that  Solomon  had  called  him  a 
fool.  The  Adjutant  took  him  good-humoredly  to 
task  about  it.  "You  knows,  Add-ju-tant,  I  neever 
say  him,  for  I  neever  speak  what  I  dink !" 


CoLONFX  B ,   of  the  Eighteenth  Wisconsin 

Volunteers,  a  son  of  ex-Governor  B ,   of  New 

York,  is  a  brave  officer,  and  beloved  by  his  entire 
command. 

During  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  officers  as  well  as 
privates  became  careless  of  dress,  and  none  more  so 

than  Colonel  B ,  and  he  so  extremely  careless 

that  the  line  officers  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and 
prevailed  upon  the  Colonel  to  "dress  up,"  as  the 
Eighteenth  had  so  distinguished  itself  in  battle,  it 
was  surely  to  be  one  of  the  "  honored"  to  enter  the 
city  proper  after  the  fall,  and  "the  boys"  did  not 
care  to  be  ashamed  of  their  Colonel's  external  ap- 
pearance on  such  an  occasion.  Accordingly  the  re- 
turn boat  brought  a  blue  suit  "  fit  for  a  Colonel." 

The  line  officers,  elated  at  the  change  of  dress, 

gave  a  supper  in  honor  of  tlie  event.     Colonel  B 

was  seated  at  the  head  of  the  table.  Daring  the 
feast  a  "gray-back"  was  observed  makin;.;  his  way 
up  on  the  sleeve  of  the  Colonel's  new  coat,  and  his 
attention  being  called  to  it,  very  coolly  for  a  mo- 
ment viewed  it,  as  if  for  a  grand  sti'ategic  move- 
ment, when  ho  deliberately  unbuttoned  his  vest, 
seized  the  "gray-back"  between  his  thumb  and 
finger,  and  plunged  it  inside  his  vest,  exclaiming 
with  an  oath  as  hc^did  so,  "  Don't  you  know  your 
place.'  Go  back  \Vhere  you  belong!"  Those  who 
know  the  Colonel  can  imagine  the  effect. 


A  GOLD-iiUNTER  in  Idaho  Territory  Avritcs  to  the 
Di'awer : 

We  have  an  eccentric  magistrate  holding  forth  at 
the  present  time  in  Bannock,  who  frequently  fur- 
nishes some  staple  for  fun  for  a  whole  week  to  every 
disciple  of  Blackstone  in  town.  Not  long  since  he 
was  occupied  in  hearing  a  case  which  was  of  sufficient 
interest  to  attract  a  considerable  crowd.  During  the 
progress  of  the  case  he  began  to  grow  very  fidgety 
and  nervous  over  the  argument  of  counsel  on  some 
knotty  point;  and  finally,  unable  to  restrain  his  im- 
patience longer  at  the  length  of  time  taken  by  the 
learned  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  and  still  not  ven- 
turing to  administer  a  rebuke  to  them,  he  turned 
(piickly  and  sliortly  around  to  a  couple  of  spectators 
who  were  wliisp  -ring  in  an  undertone  in  a  corner  of 
the  room,  with  a  big  oath  :  "  CauH  you  keep  still?" 
As  soon  as  the  case  closed,  to  make  amends  for  his 
involuntary  breach  of  the  dignity  of  his  own  court, 
he  fined  himself  $5  for  contertipt,  entered  the  fine 


upon  the  docket,  and  religiously  paid  the  amount 
into  the  school  fund,  where  the  law  of  the  Territorv 
provides  all  fines  collected  by  him  shall  go. 


A  NOTARY  PUBLIC  in  California  sends  the  fol- 
lowing : 

The  late  Squire  Wright,  of  whose  eccentricities 
you  have  formerly  spoken,  in  regard  to  his  sentenc- 
ing a  man  to  the  penitentiary,  after  a  preliminary 
examination,  on  the  charge  of  horse-stealing,  and 
who  once  decided  a  suit  of  Major  Bidwell's  by  a 
horse-race,  did  a  thing  once  of  Avhich  I  never  saw 
any  public  mention.  A  fellow  was  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  cattle-stealing  and  brought  before  the 
Squire,  who,  giving  a  severe  look  at  the  "  subject" 
before  him,  asked, 

' '  How  do  you  answer  the  charge  of  stealing  Neal's 
cattle  ?     Do  you  plead  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?" 

"Not  guilty,"  replied  the  prisoner,  in  a  faltering 
voice. 

"  Yoii're  a  big  liar!''^  roared  the  exasperated  mag- 
istrate, and  immediately  bound  him  over  to  answer 
the  charge  at  the  Court  of  Sessions. 


A  QUEER  genius,  named  George  Alexander,  better 
known  as  "Stutterin'  Aleck,"  died  over  in  Washoe 
a  few  months  ago.  lie  had  been  a  sergeant  in  the 
army  in  Mexico,  and  was  at  one  time  an  "orderly" 
in  and  about  the  tent  of  General  Taylor.  A  few 
days  before  the  battle  of  Monterey  a  Mexican  scout 
was  captured  and  brought  into  the  presence  of  "  Old 
Rough  and  Ready,"  who  having  occasion  to  interro- 
gate the  scout,  told  Aleck  to  find  him  an  interpreter. 

"An  inter-ter-ter-prcter.'  What's  tli-that,  Gen- 
gen-eral  V  stammered  the  orderly. 

' '  Why,"  roared  old  Zach,  "find  me  some  one  that 
can  speak  Spanish,  you  booby!" 

"General,  t-t-try  the  p-p-p-risoner,"  says  Aleck; 
"he's  n-n-never  spoke  nothin'  but  Sp-p-p-anish  all 
his  life!" 


The  criticisms  and  comments  of  would-be  con- 
noisseurs are  among  the  most  amusing  incidents  of 
an  hour's  lounge  in  Art  galleries.  One  which  we 
heard  at  the  Sanitary  Fair  is  too  good  to  be  lost  : 

The  contributions  of  artists  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Fair  wei'e  marked  on  the  frame  "  Pro  Patria."  A 
ver}'  knowing  man  asked  one  of  the  attendants, 
"Who  painted  that  picture?"  and  received  for  an- 
swer, "An  Irish  artist  not  yet  much  known."  The 
critic,  looking  closely  at  the  frame,  read,  "  Pro  Pat- 
ria,"  and  remarked,  "Oh  !  /^//ria;  yes,  he  is  com- 
paratively unknown,  but  he  is  fast  coming  into  no- 
tice!" 


Many  years  ago  there  resided  in  Versailles,  the 
seat  of  justice  of  Ripley  County,  in  this  State  (In- 
diana), a  man  named  William  Skeen.  lie  was 
noted  for  being  of  rather  extreme  corpulency,  was 
quite  illiterate,  and  kept  the  principal  "  tavern"  in 
the  village.  He  had  a  goodly  share  of  this  world's 
gear,  and  withal  was  generous  and  humane — never 
behind  his  peers  in  bestowing  tangible  relief  upon 
every  oWjcct  of  charity  that  was  worthy.  It  so 
happened  that  the  people  of  his  precinct  elected  him 
Justice  of  the  Peace  on  a  certain  occasion.  Not 
long  after  ke  was  installed  into  office,  one  of  his  con- 
stituents prosecuted  another  to  recover  a  cow  which 
the  plaintifl'  averred  the  defendant  unlawfully  re- 
tained, and  which  belonged  to  him.  A  writ  of  re- 
])levin  was  issued,  and  a  notice  served  upon  the 
defendant  to  appear  before  the  Squire,  at  a  certain 
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time,  to  show  cause  Avhy  he  should  not  deliver  tip 
the  animal.  The  hour  for  the  trial  of  the  right  of 
property  came.  Botli  parties  appeared,  and  the  cause 
was  tried.  Nothing  unusual  occurred  during  this 
important  ceremony,  and  at  the  close  of  the  petti- 
fogging the  Court  decided  that  the  right  of  property 
was  in  the  plaintifl^".  Tlie  spectators  began  to  dis- 
perse, and  the  Justice  was  entering  up  his  judgment, 
when  he  heard  the  defendant  say  to  a  friend  behind 
him,  "  Well,  there  was  nothing  said  about  the  calf, 
and  I  won't  give  that  up,  no  how  !"  This  was  a  sort 
of  a  "poser"  to  the  Squire  ;  but  he  stopped  writing, 
and  sat  as  if  in  a  deep  study  for  some  moments.  Di- 
rectly he  let  drop  his  pen,  and  jumping  up  he  caught 
the  refractory  individual  by  the  throat,  and  giving 
him  a  violent  "throttling,"  exclaimed,  "Give  up 
that  calf,  too,  you  scoundrel,  or  I'll  choke  you  to 
death  !"  The  poor  fellow  was  nearl}^  frightened  out 
of  his  senses,  and  as  soon  as  he  could  get  breath  he 
incoherently  ejaculated,  "I  will,  Squire!  I  will!" 
After  this  exhibition  of  the  manner  in  which  Squire 
Skeen  enforced  justice  in  his  court,  no  one  ever  dared 
to  quibble  or  prevaricate  while  doing  business  before 
him. 


The  following  is  from  a  New  Brunswick  corre- 
spondent : 

Dear  Drawer, — I  don't  know  how  it  is  that  we 
Provincials  so  seldom  show  in  your  department.  It 
can't  be  because  of  our  not  appreciating  a  good  thing, 
as  I  can  assure  you  Harper's  is  as  eagerly  sought  for 
here,  under  the  Cross  of  St.  George,  as  in  any  part 
of  the  "  land  of  Abraham."  I  inclose  you  the  latest 
in  these  parts : 

John  F — -  is  a  barber,  not  long  from  across  the 
big  pond,  and,  unfortunately  for  his  own  good,  too 
much  addicted  to  the  flowing  bowl.  He  was  a  bach- 
elor, but  in  a  fit  of  insanity  got  married,  and  found, 
when  too  late,  that  hers  wasn't  a  congenial  spirit  by 
any  means.  The  honey-moon  wasn't  well  over  be- 
fore she  seceded,  a  la  Floyd,  carrying  off  the  crock- 
ery and  spoons.  However,  some  good-natured  friend 
interfered  and  brought  her  back  again ;  but  the  se- 
cession had  destroyed  John's  confidence  in  her,  and 
"good  words"  were  seldom  the  household  order  of 
the  day.  Previous  to  his  marriage  he  had  alwa^'S 
kept  up  the  supply  of  hot  Avater  for  his  customers  by 
the  use  of  a  spirit-lamp ;  but  finding  this  rather  ex- 
pensive, he  now  sent  to  the  kitchen  for  hot  water 
when  he  wanted  it.  A  customer  entered  one  da}', 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  big  chair  for  a  shave.  Re- 
marking that  the  spirit-lamp  was  absent,  he  asked 
John  how  the  hot  water  was  procured.  "Oh,  no 
trouble  at  all  now,"  said  he ;  "  the  wife  keeps  me  al- 
ways in  hot  water  P'' 

As  Army  Chaplain  writes : 

I  have  long  owed  you  a  debt  which,  month  aft- 
er month,  I  have  delayed  paying.  My  conscience 
smites  me,  and  I  caa  withhold  just  dues  no  longer. 
I  al\va\'s  read  you  first  when  I  get  a  new  JJarper. 
Just  now  I  am  a  soldier — ^^  nothing  but  an  enlisted 
man;''''  though  at  home  I  was  a  clergyman,  and,  in 
fact,  am  now  pastor  of  a  church  in  New  Hampshire, 
on  a  three  years'  leave  of  absence.  God  bless  that 
people  for  their  patriotism  in  sparing  their  pastor  for 
a  time,  whom  the}'  wouldn't  dismiss  ! 

Several  years  ago,  while  at  the  Academy,  several 
members  of  my  class  were  together  one  evening,  en- 
joying a  cozy  chat,  and  among  the  number  was  one 
quiet  fellow,  very  green  in  a])prarancc,  l)ut  withal  a 
fellow  of  a  good  deal  of  moUier-wit.     We  will  call 


him  Hal.  The  topics  of  conversation  were  various. 
After  a  while  one  of  our  number  picked  up  Tupper's 
Proverbial  Pliilosophy,  and,  turning  over  the  leaves, 
read  a  few  lines  here  and  there.  Soon  he  came  upon 
the  subject,  "  Marriage,"  and  read  (I  quote  from 
memory,  and  may  not  have  it  correct),  "Seek  a 
good  wife  of  thy  God,  for  she  is  the  best  gift  of  liis 
Providence.". ..."  If  thou  art  to  have  a  wife  of  thy 
youth,  she  is  now  living  upon  the  earth,  therefore 
think  of  her,  pray  for  her." 

Hal  looked  up  with  a  quiet  twinkle  in  his  eye, 
and  said,  "Boys,  let's  have  a  prayer-meeting .'" 


An  officer  in  the  First  Maine  Cavalry  says  that  he 
has  enjoyed  the  Drawer  for  so  man}'  months  it  is  a 
duty  to  offer  a  few  items  for  consideration  : 

While  our  regiment  was  attached  to  General 
Hartsuff's  command.  Colonel  Allen  appropriated 
Surgeon  B 's  tent,  using  it  to  shelter  his  mess- 
table.    Surgeon  B indignantly  resented  the  act, 

and  addressed  a  communication  to  General  Hartsuff, 
setting  forth  the  injustice  of  the  deed,  and  adding, 
"  that  he  had  not  so  much  as  a  fly  to  interpose  be- 
tween his  head  and  the  starrv-decked  heavens  above 
him." 

The  communication  was  returned,  through  the 
regular  channel,  with  this  indorsement : 

"Colonel  Allen  will  cause  a  fly  to  be  interposed 
between  the  Doctor's  head  and  the  starry-decked 
heavens  above  him." 


Another.'  After  Lee  recrossed  the  Potomac  last 
summer,  our  regiment  had  a  sharp  fight  with  Stu- 
art's cavalry  at  Shepherdstown,  Virginia.  Most  of 
our  men  were  dismounted,  and  fighting  under  the 
cover  of  trees  and  inequalities  of  the  ground. 

One  of  the  boys  from  Company  E,  a  fellow  full 
of  jest  as  he  was  of  life,  exclaimed  to  his  comrades, 
"  Do  you  see  that  tall,  lank-looking  reb  with  a  straw 
hat  on?  Now  keep  your  eye  on  him,  and  see  him 
jump."  He  fired,  and  as  the  smoke  arose  he  leaped 
into  the  air,  exclaiming,  "By  thunder!  the  wrong 
boy  jumped  that  time." 

He  was  borne  from  the  field  cursing  that  lean  reb 
who  stood  edgewise. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  in  Kickapoo,  Illinois,  says : 
In  the  Avestern  part  of  the  State  there  lives  a 
queer  stick  by  the  name  of  Starkey,  who  works  for 
the  farmers  round  about  when  he  works  at  all. 
Upon  one  occasion  he  hired  to  an  Englishman  Avho 
usually  kept  two  or  three  hired  men.  Starkey  nuido 
his  appearance  in  due  season  for  breakfast,  and  the 
Englishman,  as  usual,  brought  up  from  the  cellar 
the  morning's  rations  of  whisky  in  a  very  large 
mug — what  he  supposed  sufficient  for  a  "  nip"  for 
"all  hands."  In  consideration  of  Starkey's  being 
the  "new  hand"  he  handed  him  the  mug  first. 
Starkey,  nothing  loth,  drained  it  without  stopping 
to  take  breath.  The  Englishman,  amazed  at  the 
fellow's  "capacity,"  said,  ironically,  "Have  some 
more,  Mr.  Starkey  .^"  "  Ob  no,"  said  Starkey,  inno- 
centh' ;   "  I  never  takes  big  drams,  like  some  folks!" 


They  have  a  Wabash  College  in  Indiana,  from 
which  State  tliis  comes: 

Judge  B is  a  good  lawyer,  and  quite  eminent 

for  the  clearness  of  his  head  and  the  correctness  of 
his  judicial  decisions,  but  he  loves  fviu  as  well  as  the 
law,  and  sometimes  is  unable  to  repress  his  liumor 
even  on  the  bench,  ^^'llile  he  was  holding  court  at 
W ,  some  years  since,  the  prosecuting  attorney 
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brought  in  an  indictment  for  "  winning  and  losing," 
and  inadvertently  had  written,  "did  unlawfully 
loose."  A  motion  was  made  to  quash,  on  the  ground 
that  the  indictment  did  not  charge  the  commission 
of  a  criminal  act — as,  it  was  urged,  a  man  might 
lawfully  be  as  loose  as  he  plmsed.  "Oh,"  said  the 
Judge,  with  a  look  which  almost  put  you  in  pos- 
session of  the  joke  before  he  uttered  it,  "he  was 
probably  playing  on  the  '  Double  0.' " 


Gentlemen  who  wear  full  beards  needn't  read 

this:   In  the  town  of  M ,  Massachusetts,  Avhere 

I  taught  school  while  in  college,  there  was  a  cler- 
gyman of  very  light  complexion,  who  was  always 
clean  shaven.  One  Simday  he  "exchanged"  with 
a  neighboring  minister,  whose  complexion  and  hair 
were  black  as  coal.  He  wore  a  full  beard,  quite 
long,  and  his  locks  hid  his  ears.  Seated  in  the  pul- 
pit his  head  only  was  seen  above  the  desk  by  a  little 
girl,  who  eyed  him  very  sharply,  all  the  while  nest- 
ling Up  closer  and  closer  to  her  mother.  After  a 
few  moments  she  raised  herself  in  the  seat  so  as  to 
get  her  lips  near  her  mother's  ears,  and  without  once 
removing  her  eyes  from  the  minister,  she  eagerly 
whispered,  as  though  in  a  great  deal  of  fear.  "  J/o- 
iher,  mother,  is  that  Satan  ?" 

The  first  preaching  I  did  was  in  one  of  the  hill- 
towns  of  New  Hampshire,  where  the  Society  was  so 
feeble  that  they  made  no  attempt  to  support  preach- 
ing except  during  a  few  months  in  the  summer.  I 
spent  my  first  Seminary  vacation  with  them.  Many 
of  the  inhabitants  had  probably  never  entered  a 
"Meeting-house"  a  dozen  times  in  their  life. 
Among  this  number  was  one  who,  on  a  beautiful 
Sabbath  morning,  thought  it  would  be  a  fine  idea  to 
go  and  hear  the  "young  minister."  So  he  arrays 
himself  in  his  best.  But  unfortunately  he  comes 
late ;  and,  it  being  a  cool  da}',  the  doors  are  closed. 
But,  nothing  disconcerted,  he  walks  boldly  up  to 
the  door,  and  thinking  for  the  moment  that  the  eti- 
quette of  the  house  is  the  same  as  his  neighbor's,  he 
gives  three  loud  raps.  But  he  has  no  sooner  rapped 
than  he  thinks  he  has  made  a  mistake,  which  be- 
wildered him,  and  his  first  idea  is  to  take  to  his  heels, 
which  he  did.  The  worshipers  were  of  course  star- 
tl(>d  at  the  unusual  sound  of  rapping,  and  one  of  the 
deacons  near  the  door  started  out  to  see  what  it  was. 
lie  was  just  in  time  to  see  a  pair  of  coat-tails  flying 
round  the  corner,  and  thinking  mischief  was  brew- 
ing, he  followed.  He  soon  found  the  man  behind  a 
pile, of  boards,  trembling  like  an  aspen-leaf.  The 
deacon  rather  angrily  deniandrd  what  he  was  about. 
"  /  was  a-frinkinrj  of  what  I  hadn't  orter  beenfrink- 
ing  on!"  was  his  onl}'  rcplj'. 


One  of  my  friends,  a  lady  whom  the  Muses  risit 
sometimes,  told  me  some  of  her  earlier  experiences  in 
writing  poetry.  Two  short  poems  of  hers  had  been 
printed,  entitled  respectively,  "A  Stray  Waif,"  and 
"  Searchings  for  Truth."  Shortly  after  an  aunt  of 
hers  visited  at  her  father's,  and  the  poems  were  duly 
read,  admired,  and  commented  upon.  Her  uncle 
coming  in  before  the  visit  was  concluded,  the  lady 
remarked,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  "Here's 
some  of  Mary's  poetry,  husband  ;  don't  you  want  to 
read  it?"  "Ah,  indeed!"  said  he;  "what  is  it 
about?"  "Oh,"  replied  auntie,  abstractedly,  "  'A 
Stray  Wolf,'  and  '  Stretching  the  Truth  !' "  Fancy 
the  feelings  of  the  poetess. 


lived,  a  few  years  ago,  a  maiden  lady  who  rejoiced 
in  the  cognomen  of  "  Aunt  Heyjsy."  She  was  a  verv 
worthy  lady,  but  years  had  made  her  very  deaf,  which 
gave  rise  to  some  ludicrous  misunderstandings  on 
her  part.  One  time  the  minister  was  making  her 
a  pastoral  call,  and  in  the  course  of  it  asked  her  how 
long  she  had  enjoyed  religion.  His  astonishment 
was  not  small  when  she  answered,  at  the  top  of  her 
voice,  as  her  manner  was,  "Goin'  on  fifteen  year! 
Sometimes  it's  better,  and  sometimes  it's  worse!" 
She  thought  he  had  asked  her  how  long  she  had  beeu 
deaf. 


A  FRIEND  in  the  pine  woods  on  the  shores  of 
Grand  Traverse  Bay,  Michigan,  writes  : 

In  our  little  woukl-be-if-it-could  city  (composed 
of  two  score  slab  shanties,  half  that  number  of 
houses,  and  five  hundred  stumps),  lives  a  decidedly 
original  character,  of  the  name  of  Lawton,  commonly 
called  "  Old  Lawton"  for  short.  A  very  estimable 
man  he  is,  no  doubt,  but  his  peculiarity  is  slowness; 
an  earthquake  couldn't  start  him  from  a  walk.  One 
morning,  while  he  was  eating  breakfast,  his  house 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  on  the  roof,  and  the 
flames  making  considerable  head-way.  No  ladder 
was  to  be  found  on  the  premises,  and  old  Lawton, 
putting  on  his  hat,  proceeded  deliberately  to  one  of 
his  neighbors  who  lived  some  little  distance  away  in 
search  of  one.  Arriving,  he  knocked,  and  being  ad- 
mitted, the  following  conversation  took  place: 

"  Good  mo-o-o-rnin',  JNIr.  A ." 

"Good-morning,  Mr.  Lawton.     Walk  in." 

"  Pretty  cold  this  mornin'." 

"  Yes,  'tis  rather  frosty.     Take  a  chair." 

"  Wa'al,  I  can't  stop  long" — taking  a  seat  as  he 
spoke.      "  I  cum  to  see  if  I  could  get  that  ladder  of 

yourn  a  little  while,  Mr.  A .     My  house  is  on 

fire,  and  I  hain't  no  way  of  gittin'  onto  the  roof." 

"  Take  that  ladder  and  start,  you  fool !" 

shouted  Mr.  A ,  springing  from  his  chair  and 

rushing  out  of  the  house. 

He  and  the  ladder  were  at  Mr.  Lawton's  before 
that  enterprising  individual  had  measured  half  the 
distance.  The  house  was  saved,  but  it  wasn't  old 
Lawton's  fault. 


In  the   village  of  Barnettston,   Massachusetts, 


One  of  our  up-the-Sound  friends  furnishes  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Dead-beat"  is  the  euphonious  term  applied  to 
any  individual  who,  under  the  plea  of  destitution 
of  the  needful,  seeks  to  travel  by  rail  or  steamer 
without  rendering  an  equivalent  in  current  funds.  A 
case  of  this  kind  recently  came  to  our  notice,  in  which 
two  feminine  "dead-beats"  were  cleverly  outwitted. 

Not  many  months  since  Sam  S ,  the  popular 

and  fun-loving  clerk  of  a  favorite  river  steamer, 
while  collecting  tickets  from  the  passengers,  discov- 
ered that  two  well-dressed  females  on  deck  were  not 
only  unsupplied  with  tickets,  but  also  without  mon- 
ey— according  to  their  own  story.  Sam  politely  but 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  persuade  them  that  they 
must  be  wrong;  mentioned  that  he  had  ni't  with 
just  such  cases  before,  and  always  found  that  they 
were  mistaken,  etc.  But  his  appeals,  though  rang- 
ing "from  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe," 
were  fruitless  ;  th(!  fair  but  somewhat  unscrupulous 
travelers  continued  toatfirm  inipecuniosity.  Leaving 
them  for  a  while,  Sam  finished  liis  round,  and  sought 
in  the  depths  of  his  ofiicc  to  excogitate  a  plan  for  en- 
snaring the  enemy.  His  inventive  and  ever-fertile 
genius  soon  devised  an  expedient.  One  of  tlie  wo- 
men was  Irish,  the  other  native  (and  probably  "to 
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the  niamier  born"),  with  an  infantile  "dcad-hcat" 
in  her  j^'rasp.  Seiziiv^  a  W  hstcr  Unabridged,  which 
lay  in  the  office,  Sam  attached  to  the  cover  an  im- 
provised paper  cross,  and  with  this  formidable  docu- 
ment iind'jr  his  arm  majestically  approached  the 
Emeraldine. 

"  .Madam,"  said  Sam,  "do  you  observe  this  Cath- 
olic Hible  which  I  have  in  my  possession?" 

"  S  ire  I  do,"  was  the  reply. 

"  Well,  then,  if  you  have  no  money  you  must 
swear  to  it.  Put  your  rii^ht  hand  on  that  cross,  and 
make  oa'h  to  the  truth  of  what  I  repeat  to  you." 

Mad;im  iiembliiiLjly  placed  her  hand  on  the  cross. 

•' Yoii  do  solemnly  swear,"  commenced  Sam,  in  a 
sepulchral  voice,  "  that  the  contents  of  this  hnok  are 
trui',  to  the  best  of  your  knowledj^e  and  belief;  that 
you  haven't  got  any  money  now ;  that  you  never 
had  any,  and  nev — "  At  this  point  our  Catholic 
friend  precipitatelv  withdrew  her  hand;  the  oath 
was  ii;ertini;  too  stronj^  for  her  aroused  and  guilty 
conscience.  The  relentless  Sam  sternly  insisted 
upon  the  completion  of  the  oath  ;  but  the  now  wail- 
ing Hibernian,  not  daring  to  comply,  vainly  endeav- 
ored in  various  ways  to  evade  the  issue.  Finding 
her  tormentor  inexorable,  she  suddenly  recollected 
that  she  had  "a  friend" on  board  who  would  perhaps 
lend  her  the  amount  needed.  *'  No  doubt  of  it," 
said  Sam  ;  "  never  knew  it  to  fail ;  these  friends  al- 
ways happen  along  just  in  the  nick  of  time.  Pll 
give  you  just  one  minute  to  see  your  friend,  and  shall 
then  call  on  you  for  the  money.  Returning  at  the 
expiration  of  the  minute,  the  dollar  and  a  quarter 
was  handed  over,  and  pocketed  in  triumph  by  Sam. 

The  ol^her  woman,  who  had  been  suspiciously 
watcliing  the  proceedings,  was  not  to  be  so  easily 
managed.  Sam  saw  at  a  glance  that  she  was  im- 
pervious to  "oaths"  of  any  description  or  in  any 
quantity:  he  must  change  his  tactics.  "My  friend," 
said  h?,  "if  you  haven't  anv  money  a'ou  must  give 
me  som'^  proof  of  it.  Turn  your  pockets  inside  out." 
"But  I  cin't ;  I  have  got  my  baby."  "  Oh,  /'//  take 
3'our  baby,"  responded  Sam — and  take  it  he  did. 
"Now  empty  3'our  pockets."  The  pockets  were 
emptied  without  revealing  any  money.  "Never 
mind,"  remarked  Sam,  condolingly,  "Pll  keep  the 
baby;  my  wife  has  been  wanting  one  for  some  time, 
and  will  consider  this  cheap  at  a  dollar  and  a  quar- 
ter. An  rei'oir!"  And  otV  he  marched  Avith  his 
prize,  and  intrenched  himself  in  his  office.  The 
babe,  not  fully  appreciating  the  desirableness  of  this 
change  of  base,  began  to  squall.  Sam  trotted  it  on 
his  knee  and  tried  to  assuage  its  sorrows,  but  in  vain  ; 
the  more  he  trotted,  the  more  vehemently  did  it  la- 
ment, and  clutch  at  Sam's  spectacles.  At  length,  in 
consideral)le  disgust,  he  placed  it  on  the  floor.  A 
knock  at  the  door  interrupted  Sam's  contemplation 
of  his  newly-found  treasure.  Unlocking  the  door, 
he  saw  (as  he  expected)  the  mother  of  the  child, 
who  told  him  that  fortunately  she  had  met  a  friend 
who,  having  known  her  "in  better  circimistances," 
had  kindly  loaned  her  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  ' '  Prc- 
(iselv,"  said  Sam,  as  she  handed  him  the  money. 
"I  thought  so  all  the  time.  Take  your  infant  and 
be  happy.  /  wouldn't  be  hired  to  touch  it  again !" 
The  discomfited  female  retired  with  her  offspring, 
and  Sam,  lighting  a  cigar,  smoked  in  calm  satisfac- 
tion at  the  result  of  his  strategy. 

SoMK  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  awa}-  down  in 
Vermont,  lived  a  minister,  a  most  (excellent  man — as 
Down  East  ministers  are  wont  to  be — but  somewhat 
nervous  withal,  and  easily  amioyed  by  any  intcr- 
rujition  when  ho  was  in  the  pulpit.     One  Sabbath 


morning  he  had  commenced  services,  and  proceeded 
as  far  as  reading  in  the  Scripture*,  the  lesson  happen- 
ing to  be  a  chapter  in  ICxodus,  when  two  dogs  of 
vicious  dispositions  meeting  in  the  aisle  had  a  disa- 
greement, and  appeared  to  be  on  the  point  of  settling 
matters  by  a  canine  duel ;  which  led  the  minister  to 
interpolate  a  passage  in  his  reading  which  was  not 
down  in  the  I3ook,  and  with  rather  curious  effect. 
Imagine  the  astonishment  of  a  devout  New  England 
audience  on  hearing  their  pastor  read  a  verse  of  Scrip- 
ture like  the  following: 

"And  he  spake  unto  INIoses  saying —  Brother 
Sandford,  turn  those  dogs  out  of  the  house!" 

An  audible  smile  developed  itself  among  the 
younger  ones;  and  even  some  of  the  "pillars  of 
the  church"  had  no  small  difhculty  in  preserving  a 
"  Sabba'-day"  e.xprcssion  of  countenance. 


Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  scene  and 
seat  of  the  following  incidents,  for  which  we  ai;e  in- 
debted to  a  friend : 

P ,  now  on  the  bench,  and  for  five  years  before 

one  of  the  foremost  practitioners,  was  very  tart,  and 
somewhat  addicted  in  his  younger  days  to  profanity, 
albeit  his  only  vice.  He  once  conducted  a  cause  in 
ejectment  which  took  some  days.  The  jury  brought 
in  the  verdict  against  him.  His  client  was  absent 
from  the  court-house  at  the  rendition  of  the  verdict, 

but  coming  in  immediately  after  found  P with 

his  head  down  on  the  counsel-table,  much  dejected. 
The  client  nudged  him,  and  asked  how  his  case  went. 

Said  P ,  without   looking  up,   "You  lost  it." 

Said  the  client,  "  I  Avill  not  let  it  stop  there;  I  have 
an  idea  in  my  head."  P replied,  glancing  side- 
ways, without  raising  his  head  from  the  table, 
"  Keep  it  there,  keep  it  there.  It  is  some  ras- 
cally one,  I  lourrant  you  !" 


P and  G and  T ,  all  subsequently  on 

the  bench,  were  traveling  the  "  Wild  Cat  Circuit." 
The  roads  were  not  passalde  then,  and  have  got  no 
better  since.  The  night  was  dark  as  pitch  or  stack 
of  black  cats,  and  the  storm  was  wild.  The  light- 
ning and  thunder  and  crashing  of  trees  were  terrible. 

P coiddn't  refrain  from  his  habit  of  swearing. 

G was  more  reverential,  and  begged  P to 

stop  his  comments  ;  said  he,  "  We  might  be  struck 
down  at  any  moment."    Said  P ,  "  I  don't  care; 


Ave  Avould  never  need  to  travel  this- 


•joad  a:i;ain!" 


When  in  the  Legislature  a  constituent  sent  me 
the  following  bill  to  haA'e  passed.  It  docs  not  occur 
to  me  that  it  CA'er  became  a  hiAV ;  but  of  that,  from 
circumstances  daily  occurring,  I  ought  not  to  be  too 
sure.  The  author  of  it  "  still  lives,"  and  if  he  kncAr 
I  sent  it  to  you  my  days  might  not  be  "prolonged 
in  the  land."     Here  it  is  : 

''Be  it  annctcd  by  the  Samite  and  Hou-se  of  Representa- 
tive-! of  the  Commonwealth  of  I'nnnsylvaney,  in  general 
Ansanibly  mat,  and  it  is  hereby  auucted  by  the  authority 
of  the  Hame : 

"That  All  weniin  that  is  now  Maried  to  a  sacond  luiz- 
band  or  a  third  huzband,  tha  sliall  not  IJaccive  anny  in- 
trist  from  t!ia  Haille  ICstaito  of  tha  firnt  huzhand;  and  if 
Fhe  be  Maried  to  a  third  huzband  t>he  phall  not  Uaceivo 
anny  iiitnist  from  biu'  nacond  hMzl)and8  liaillc  Mv-taitc, 
and  tha  Monney  that  thone  Maried  wemiii  is  drawini::  'ba 
intrist  of  shall  be  Davided  Amou^^  the  Air.-*  that  is  intith-d 
to  it.  Hilt  all  waniin  M:iried  and  tharo  hu/.band  Dye,  tli.i 
ehftU  llareive  thaire  ;<liaire  ef  tha  persannall  Kstaite  and 
tha  intrist  tlia  may  have  in  liaillc  Kstaite  fo  long  as  tha 
Kamiiin  thaire  widow  Acmding  to  tha  pranant  act  of 
Asambly  of  I'nnsylvainy  and  this  phall  be  in  full  forco 
from  this  Daite." 
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Sally.— "Oh,  Betsy,  ain't  tilings  awful  higli?  Pep'- 
miiit  Taffy  f^ur  cents  an  ounce,  and  only  three  Round 
Hearts  for  a  penny  !" 

Betsy.—  "  And  only  think !  Peanuts  two  cents  a  meas- 
ure, and  half  of  tiiem  bad  I" 


Mary. — "  Now,  Will,  does  this  dress  become  my  style?" 
Will. — "Capitally,  on  the  whole.     That  lilac  organdie, 
with  flowers  d  disposition,  harmonizes  witli  your  complex- 
ion: and  the  tourriure  gives  you  just  the  riglit  d(  grce  of 
e7nbo7ipoint.'" 


Mamma. — "Well,  dear,  yon  shall  decide.     Wiiat  view  will  you  select  ?" 

Madi).— "  Oh,  a  three-quarter  view,  by  all  means.     That  brings  out  the  outline,  you  know  ;  and  if  the  chiai  o-oscuro 
id  well  managed  will  do  the  best  justice  to  my  peculiar  style  of  beauty." 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  170.— S* 


jFuiir  Cxiiriiciutij  in  'IVmlt^iiig. 


tfoT  ex^lajvalvoii^  iKe  .-unmusical  Reader  will  coiis\Oc   aiv\j    2.ai'9 
and   \ier  YWo. Edj.  McLrper's  AlngaxLTie. 


/nQJlinnG  for  Still 


Furnished  by  Mr.  G.  Brodie,  300  Canal  Street,  New  York,  and  drawn  by 
YoiGT  from  actual  articles  of  Costume, 


Figure  1. — Mouninq  Toilet. 
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Figure  2. — IIomk  I)i:kss  roii  Tin;  CorxTUv, 


THE  Morning  Toilkt  consists  of  a  black  pnnlt  I  The  Homk  Drkss,  dcsiccnod  for  tlic  country,  con- 
tie  snk  jacket,  cut  rounding  away  from  the  |  sists  of  a  robe  of  whito  cambric  a  la  Agnes  Sorel, 
front,  witli  idaits  on  tlic  midilk'  of  the  back,  givinj^  :  witliout  scam  at  the  waist.  A  cordint:  of  th^  same, 
it  tlift  apjicarancc  of  a  coat-^kirt:  the  sleeves  orna-  in  (Jotliic  i)atteni.  with  small  buttons,  forms  the  or- 
iiH'nted  with  ribl)ons.  I  namont. 
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THE    WILD   JiULF,   OF   EQUATORIAL   AFBIOA. 

A  CLUB-MAN  IN  AFRICA.* 


MOST  men  go  to  Africa  to  look  for  fame,  or 
for  the  sources  of  the  Nile,  or  for  new  cotton- 
fields,  or  for  heathen  to  convert ;  Mr.  Winwood 
Reade,  who  describes  himself  as  a  young  man 
about  town,  went  for  his  pleasure.  Some  En- 
glishmen go  to  the  sea-side  for  amusement,  some 
to  Norway,  and  some  to  Paris ;  but  Mr.  Reade 
must  needs  go  as  far  as  the  West  Coast  and 
the  famous  Bight  of  Benin,  of  which  an  old  sea- 
rhyme  reports,  that 

*  Stvarte  Africa,  by  W.  Winwood  Reade.     Harper 
and  Brothers. 


"  One  man  comes  out 
Wliere  a  hundred  went  in." 

Some  men  find  amusement  in  hunting  deer, 
and  some  in  tiger  shooting ;  but  Mr.  Reade 
had  read  Du  Cluiillu,  and  nothing  would  satisfy 
this  man  about  town  but  the  novel  sensations 
of  a  gorilla-chase.  He  is  a  traveler  who  takes 
life  as  he  finds  it,  and  has  even  a  taste  for  sav- 
agery. 

Mr.  Reade  reached  the  African  coast  by  way 
of  Madeira — where  he  bought  a  picture  of  the 
Virgin,  an  embroidered  collar,  and  some  feather 


I<:ntered  accordinfj  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1864,  by  Hai-per  and  Brothers,  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  tlie  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  171.— T 
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flowers — and  Teneriife,  where,  wishing  to  hire  a 
horse  to  ride  into  the  country,  a  pony  was  led 
out  from  the  stable,  through  the  bedroom  and 
b3st  parlor,  into  the  street.  His  only  excursion 
w:is  to  a  mildewed  town,  Laguna,  in  which  the 
most  remarkable  sight  to  a  traveling  club-man 
was  the  extraordinary  fatness  of  the  fleas. 
When  we  add  that  in  the  next  chapter  he  calls 
the  sea  a  "monotonous  and  over-rated  element," 
and  declares  dinner  the  great  event  of  the  nau- 
tical day,  the  reader  will  perceive  that  an  habitue 
of  the  London  clubs  is  after  all  but  a  man,  sub- 
ject, like  the  commonest  mortals,  to  weari- 
ness and  hunger.  As  you  approach  the  West 
African  coast  life  in  a  little  ill-furnished  steamer 
is  not  enchanting.  "  At  half-past  eight,"  says 
Mr.  Reade,  "  we  used  to  sit  down  to  a  breakfast 
of  edible  cinders.  We  had  tea  and  coffee  ;  but  as 
the  tea  was  usually  made  in  yesterday's  coffee- 
boiler,  and  vice  versa,  choice  became  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  At  twelve  we  spoiled  our  din- 
ner with  cheese  and  biscuits,  and  at  four  o'clock 
tlie  cook  spoiled  it  again.  At  ten  all  the  lights 
were  put  out,  and  each  man  retired  to  his  oven." 
That  is  a  day  in  the  tropics.  "If  ])leasure  is 
one's  object  in  traveling,"  remarks  this  ])hiloso- 
pher  of  the  clubs,  "every  purpose  is  answered 
by  reading  a  volume  of  adventures,  drinking  a 
cup  of  strong  tea,  and  allowing  one's  imagination 
to  wander.  Thus  one  can  make  charming  dis- 
coveries ;  and  the  custom  is  common  enough ; 
but  to  shackle  the  ethereal  explorer  with  a  vile 
body  which  savages  can  detain,  and  malaria 
enfeeble,  is  one  of  those  vulgar  errors  which  only 
young  foolish  men  fall  victims  to."  It  is  not 
many  men  wlio  can  own  so  gracefully  to  the 
possession  of  youth  and  folly. 

Mr.  Raade  has  not  a  high  opinion  of  the 
people  or  the  country  he  visited.  Englishmen 
seldom  have,  unless  the  country  is  England  and 
the  people  John  Bulls.  At  Sierra  Leone  he 
found  the  negroes  speaking  broken  English, 
not  more  religious  or  honest  than  the  average 
run  of  a  London  crowd,  as  profime  as  sailors, 
and  as  litigious  as  English  squires ;  and  having 
been  persuaded  at  Exeter  Hall  that  they  were  a 
set  of  black  saints,  he  was  much  disappointed. 
He  does  not  tell  us  what  the  Sierra  Leonites 
thought  of  him ;  but  as  his  first  adventure 
among  them  was  to  assist — to  the  extent  of 
looking  on — at  a  violation  of  the  revenue  laws, 
no  doubt  they  judged  him  but  "so  so."  "I 
went  ashore,"  he  writes,  "with  two  French 
traders,  one  of  whom  carried  a  very  heavy  and ' 
suspicious-looking  carpet  bag,  the  ot'ier  an  open 
box  of  cigars.  On  the  quay  we  were  confronted 
by  two  custom-house  officers  (colored). 

"  One  of  these  made  a  movement  toward  the 
carpet  bag,  which  was  intercepted  by  the  gentle- 
man with  the  cigars. 

"  '  I  assure  you,'  he  said,  politely,  '  that  I 
have  brought  them  ashore  simply  for  my  own 
smoking.' 

"  A  negro's  attention,  like  a  child's,  is  rivet- 
ed by  the  least  thing  which  is  held  up  before 
it.      Tiie  two  officials  immediately  closed  upon 


the  cigars;   the  carpet  bag  progressed  rapidly 
toward  the  town. 

"  '  You  see,'  continued  the  Frenchman,  speak- 
ing with  great  deliberation,  'that  there  is  only 
one  pound  here.  They  are  a  hundred  and  ten 
to  the  pound.  Would  you  like  to  count  them, 
gentlemen  ?' 

"The  carpet  bag  turned  a  corner. 

"  'I  buy  them,'  continued  the  French  trader, 
keeping  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  huge  orbits  of 
the  negro's,  '  from  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  am 
personally  acquainted,  and — ' 

"  '  But  where  is  de  oder  gentleman  wid  de — ■' 

"  'And  I  can  assure  you  that  they  are  really 
excellent.' 

"  'But  wher'm  oder — ' 

"  '  As  I  told  you  before,  gentlemen,  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  sell  them,  but  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  present  you  each  with  one.  Will  you  give 
yourself  the  trouble  to  take  one.  Sir?' 

"  He  crammed  one  into  each  of  their  hands, 
and  having  favored  them  with  a  few  more  ur- 
bane speeches  and  with  a  quantity  of  bows,  left 
them  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  small  gratuity, 
and  me  to  the  suspicion  that  they  were  little 
better  than  Continental  douanicrs. 

' '  The  next  day  was  Sunday,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing I  had  a  valise  carried  up  to  the  house  to 
which  I  had  been  invited.  When  I  offered  the 
man  sixpence,  the  ordinary  fee,  he  demanded 
an  extra  sixpence  'for  breaking  the  Sabbath.'" 

He  complains  that  their  dress  is  somewhat 
"loud;"  that  they  imagine  themselves  to  be 
genuine  Englishmen,  which  would  be  an  unpar- 
donable offense  in  any  body ;  and  that  a  negro 
jury  is  pretty  sure  to  decide  against  a  white 
man.  Some  of  his  stories  of  Sierra  Leone  jury- 
trials  read  curiously  like  tales  of  Irish  Justice, 
and  perhaps  are  equally  true.  In  fact,  if  we 
may  believe  Mr.  Reade,  the  blacks  of  this  En- 
glish colony  are  quite  as  disagreeable  as  ignorant 
Englishmen,  and  in  precisely  the  same  way. 
When  he  comes  to  Liberia  our  traveler  moral- 
izes on  republics  ;  he  prefers  monarchies — being 
a  Briton — and  remarks,  in  justification  of  his 
taste,  that  "the  earth  should  be  a  reflection  of 
heaven,  and  heaven  is  an  empire" — with  colo- 
nies, Mr.  Reade  ? 

The  steamer  stopped  at  Cape  Palmas  to  take 
in  a  crew  of  Krumen,  the  handybillies  of  this 
coast,  men  of  immense  strength,  tractable  sav- 
ages, great  pickpockets,  gluttons,  drunkards ; 
fond  of  their  mothers,  their  country,  and  tlie 
flesh  of  dogs.  Of  these  dissipated  giants  Mr. 
Reade  chose  five,  to  serve  him  as  a  boat's  crew 
in  his  exploration  of  Afiican  rivers.  They  were 
called  Smoke-Jack,  Dry  Toast,  Cockroach,  Pot- 
o'-Beer,  and  Florence  Nightingale;  received  five 
dollars  per  niv^nth,  a  red  cap,  and  a  blue  flannel 
shirt;  and  came  aft  every  day  to  ask  the  name 
of  their  employer  and  inquire  after  the  health 
of  his  near  relatives.      Such  is  African  breed- 


injj. 


At  Cape  Coast  Castle,  where  poor  Letitia 
Landon  died  and  was  buried,  he  asked  to  be 
shown  her  grave.      "My  companion  answered 
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by  pointing  to  my  feet,  and  I  found  I  was  stand- 
ing on  the  grave  of  L.  E.  L." 

Tlie  King  of  Ashantce  is  prohibited  by  hiw 
from  having  at  any  time  more  than  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-tlirce  wives;  his 
government  must  therefore  be  called  a  limited 
monarchy;  and  it  appears  to  have  some  features 
in  common  with  other  monarchies.  The  tax- 
gatherer  is  found  in  every  market-place ;  there 
is  even  an  income  tax:  the  counfrv  has  tuin- 


jjikes,  if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Kcade ;  there  are 
revenue  officers;  and  by  a  singular  law,  if  a 
cock  crows  it  is  foifeiled  to  the  crown — for  which 
reason  the  *'  bird  of  morn"  is  iugeniously  muz- 
zled in  Ashantee.  As  for  law  and  lawsuits, 
think  of  this:  "A  man  has  a  fowl  killed  by  an- 
other man's  dog.  After  three  \ears  have  ehijjsed 
he  enters  his  indictment,  suing  not  only  for  the 
fowl  itself,  but  for  the  eggs  which  it  would  have 
laid,  and  for  the  chickens  which  it  v.ould  have 
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hatched  in  those  three  years."  Surely,  Daho- 
mey needs  but  a  few  "modern  improvements" 
to  make  of  it  a  first-class  monarchy. 

From  Dahomey  the  steamer  turned  oflf  to  Fer- 
nando Po,  a  cheerful  island,  where  the  bite  of 
an  insect  is  often  fatal,  and  a  gentleman  bitten 
on  the  leg  by  a  mosquito  had  to  suffer  amputa- 
tion. The  English  on  this  coast  have  a  habit 
of  drinking  bran dy-and- water,  of  which  the  con- 
sequences are  fatal,  though  our  traveler  was  as- 
sured every  where  that  no  white  man  could  exist 
on  the  coast  without  it.  It  appears  to  be  as 
fatal  to  drink  as  to  remain  sober,  though  "so- 
ciety" does  not  acknowledge  the  fact,  nor  dilute 
its  brandy. 

At  last,  and  by  a  roundabout  way,  made 
pleasant  to  the  reader  by  much  delightful  gos- 
sip and  some  useful  information,  Mr.  Reade  ar- 
rived at  the  Gaboon,  the  trading  station,  which, 
as  Mr.  Du  Chaillu's  readers  will  remember,  was 
that  enterprising  hunter's  head-quarters. 

Of  Mr,  Du  Chaillu's  friends,  the  Mpongwe, 
Mr.  Reade  tells  us  not  much  that  is  new,  but 
he  gives  them  the  same  character,  of  shrewd 
and  unscrupulous  traders,  which  his  predecessor 
gave.  Here  is  a  story  of  a  pilot  and  interpreter 
which  is  too  characteristic  to  be  omitted  : 

"  Krinji  was  the  salaried  pilot  and  interpreter 
of  the  local  government.  He  could  speak  Dikele, 
Shekani,  and  Panwe  or  Fanh,  the  three  dialects 
of  the  interior,  as  well  as  French,  English,  Span- 
ish, and  Portuguese.  But  when  a  negro  is  tal- 
ented white  men  suffer.  A  new  commandant 
having  arrived  in  the  Gaboon,  he  made  the  usual 
complimentary  visit  to  King  George,  a  powerful 
chieftain  across  the  water,  one  of  whose  subjects 
had  run  away  with  Krinji's  wife.  Preparations 
having  been  made  for  a  big  palaver,  the  folloAV- 
ing  conversation  ensued  in  full  native  coun- 
cil. 

"Commandant.  King  George,  the  king  of 
my  country  has  sent  me  to  take  care  of  this 
river.  I  have  come  to  bid  you  good-day.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  be  friends. 

"Krinji  (inteJi:>reting).  King  George,  the 
commandant  says  he  has  heard  that  one  of  your 
people  has  taken  away  my  wife.  He  says  that 
you  must  send  her  back  directly. 

"  King  George.  Your  wife  is  nothing  to  me. 
Tell  the  commandant  I  can  not  trouble  myself 
about  a  little  palaver  like  that. 

"Krinji.  King  says  he  is  very  much  pleased 
to  see  a  great  white  man  like  you.  He  would 
like  very  much  to  be  your  friend. 

"  Co3iMANDANT.  Tell  the  king  I  am  very  much 
pleased  to  hear  those  words.  If  he  takes  care 
of  the  French  so  that  they  have  good  trade,  I 
will  take  care  that  he  does  not  remain  unre- 
warded. It  is  only  by  promoting  peace  and 
concord  that  our  mutual  interests  will  be  bene- 
fited. 

"King  George.  "What  docs  he  say  ? 

"Krinji.  He  says  strong  words.  He  says, 
Are  yon  blind,  that  you  do  not  see  the  men  he 
has  brought  here  with  guns  and  swords?  If 
you  do  not  bring  my  wi!":  very  quickly  here,  he 


will  make  all  your  people  dust,  and  your  town 
ashes. 

"  King  George  (to  his  men).  Go  out  and  get 
your  guns.  If  there  is  trouble,  kill  Krinji  first, 
but  do  not  hurt  the  great  white  man. 

"Commandant.  What  are  they  all  running 
out  for? 

"  Krinji.  The  king  has  told  them  to  kill  a 
sheep  for  your  dinner.  They  run  quickly  be- 
cause they  love  you. 

"Commandant.  Oh,  tell  the  king  if  I  stop  to 
dinner  I  shall  lose  the  tide.     I  must  go  now. 

"  Krinji.  Well,  King  George,  I  ask  the  white 
man  not  to  be  angry  about  my  palaver.  You 
are  my  friend,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  see  you 
dead.  So  he  says  that  he  will  go  now,  but  if 
you  do  not  send  my  wife  in  three  days  he  will 
bring  a  ship  with  big  guns  to  burn  your  town. 

"  The  commandant,  on  hearing  afterward  how 
he  had  been  tricked,  was  too  much  amused  to 
be  angry ;  but  matters  became  more  serious 
when  Krinji,  piloting  a  man-of-war,  ran  her 
aground,"  that  he  might  have  opportunities  of 
plunder.  A  warrant  was  issued  against  him; 
he  disappeared,  and  probably  victimized  the  hu- 
man race  in  some  other  quarter  of  the  coast." 

We  must  here  mention  that  the  great  desire 
of  Mr.  Reade's  heart  was  to  shoot  a  gorilla. 
Alas,  he  had  to  leave  Africa  with  this  desire  un- 
satisfied. His  first  sight  of  the  great  ape  was  at 
the  Gaboon  ;  he  writes  :  "  One  day  Mongilomba 
came  and  told  me  that  there  was  a  fresh-killed 
gorilla  for  sale.  I  went  down  to  the  beach, 
and  saw  it  lying  in  a  small  canoe  which  it  al- 
most filled.  It  was  a  male,  and  a  very  large 
one.  The  preserved  specimen  can  give  you  no 
idea  of  what  this  animal  really  is,  with  its  skin 
yet  unshriveled  and  the  blood  scarce  dr}'  upon 
its  wounds.  The  hideousness  of  its  face,  the 
grand  breadth  of  its  breast,  its  massive  arms, 
and,  above  all,  its  hands,  like  those  of  a  human 
giant,  impressed  me  with  emotions  which  I  had 
not  expected  to  feel.  But  nothing  is  perfect. 
The  huge  trunk  dwindled  into  a  pair  of  legs, 
thin,  bent,  shriveled,  and  decrepit  as  those  of 
an  old  man." 

Here  we  may  as  well  conclude  the  account  of 
Mr,  Reade's  experiences  of  the  gorilla.  He  as- 
cended the  Muni  and  the  Fernand  Vaz,  explored 
in  a  somewhat  too  hasty  manner  the  hunting 
ground  of  Mr.  Du  Chaillu ;  saw  several  dead 
gorillas,  and  the  tracks  and  marks  of  living 
ones ;  heard  the  roar  of  one  which  ran  away 
from  him ;  but  never  got  a  shot  at  one.  His  ex- 
periences and  observations,  so  far  as  they  go, 
confirm  in  a  remarkable  manner  the  correctness 
of  Mr.  Du  Chaillu's  statements ;  he  names  the 
same  kings,  and  tribes ;  he  vouches  for  the  can- 
nibalism of  the  Fans,  once  smiled  at  as  an  incred- 
ible tale;  he  dined  with  Quengueza,  and  hunt- 
ed with  the  Bakalai.  What  he  saw  with  his  own 
eyes  proved  his  predecessor's  narrative  true ;  but 
he  declines  to  believe  that  Mr.  Du  Chaillu  him- 
self shot  gorillas.  He  believes  that  no  white 
man  has  ever  encountered  the  great  ape;  and  he 
does  not  at  all  give  credit  to  Mr,  Du  Chaillu's 
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accounts  of  his  experiences  in  that  kind.  His 
argument  on  this  subject  appears  to  ns  to  liave 
no  weight  at  all.  It  amounts  to  just  this  :  Mr. 
Reade,  who  remained  in  the  gorilla  country  a 
few  weeks,  did  not  succeed  in  seeing  or  shoot- 
ing one  of  these  animals.  Therefore  he  asks 
us  to  believe  that  Mr.  I)u  Chnillu,  who  devoted 
nearly  three  years  to  their  chase,  had  no  better 
fortune. 

But  this  disappointed  gorilla-hunter  has  much 


else  to  tell  us  of;  how  he  dined  on  monkey  a 
rodika  —  odika  being  a  rich,  dark,  vegetable 
gravy,  obtained  from  the  kernel  of  the  wild 
mango  ;  and  the  monkey  stew  combining  "  the 
delicacy  of  a  pullet  and  the  rich  savor  of  a  hen- 
pheasant;"  how  he  breakfasted  on  another  dish, 
which  tasted  like  a  mixture  of  yellow  soap  and 
red  pepper,  and  was  as  unpleasant  as  his  dinner 
the  day  ])efore  had  been  delightful ;  how  he  was 
caught  in  a  hurricane,  and  passed  a  dreadful 
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night  in  the  forest,  wet  through,  and  in  mo- 
inentary  fear  of  being  crushed  beneath  a  falling 
tree ;  how  he  passed  some  feverish  dixys  in  the 
caliin  of  a  palm-oil  trader,  whose  drunken  cap- 
tain persuaded  him  that  all  the  crew  were  drunk, 
and  himself  alone  sober  and  trust-worthy  ;  while 
tiie  mate  pleasantly  cautioned  him,  "  Sir,  Mr. 
Reade,  if  the  captain  gives  you  medicine,  yoii 
ask  him  to  drink  a  little  himself  first."  The 
West  African  tragedy  enacted  on  board  this  Liv- 
erpool bark  (witli  real  daggers  and  genuine  pois- 
on) is  a  sombre  story,  which  we  shall  not  spoil 
by  re-telling  here. 

He  made  a  tour  among  the  Fans,  finding  the 
women  more  charming  than  the  men,  and  him- 
self an  object  of  so  great  curiosity  tliat  the 
enterprising  Mpongwe  fellow  who  ])iloted  him 
might  have  made  a  fortune  by  exhibiting  him 
for  a  small  remuneration.  A  cannibal  is  not 
necessarily  a  ferocious  creature,  he  says,  but 
owns  that,  while  with  them,  he  never  suffered 
those  near  him  to  get  very  hungry.  A  veteran 
Fan  assured  him,  with  a  smile  at  the  quesrion, 
that  "they  all  ate  men,"  and  volunteered  the 
information  that  j/kiii  was  good — "  like  monkey, 
all  fat."  This  gentleman  confined  himself  to  a 
diet  of  prisoners  of  war.  Some  people,  he  said, 
ate  witches,  but  for  his  part  he  did  not  think 
them  wholesome.  When  our  traveler  had  cross- 
examined  the  Fan  for  some  time  he,  in  turn,  took 
up  the  question  and  asked  Mr.  Reade  why  the 
white  men  took  so  much  trouble  to  send  for 
people  to  eat.  "  Were  the  black  men  nicer  than 
white  men  to  eat?"  Then  this  white  man  saw 
for  the  first  time  that  he,  too,  was  thought  a 
cannibal.  "My  answer,"  he  says,  "was  dic- 
tated by  a  motive  of  policy.  I  said  that  the 
flesh  of  the  white  man  was  a  deadly  poison ; 
and  so  not  being  able  to  eat  one  another  we 
were  obliged  to  send  to  this  country." 

He  assisted  at  a  slaughter  of  elephants,  which 
had  been  penned  up,  and  were  killed  with  spears 
and  guns  ;  and  then  sailed  for  the  Fernand  Vaz, 
where  he  visited  Ngumbi,  the  capital  and  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Du  Cliaillu's  famous  friend  Quen- 
gueza,  whose  daughter,  Ananga,  a  pretty  savage 
if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Reade,  waited  upon  him 
and  made  love  to  him.  Here  for  a  short  Avhile 
he  led  a  life  as  free,  charming,  and  novel  as 
Melville's  in  Typee. 

"As  I  was  seated  in  my  house,"  says  Mr. 
Reade,  "the  door  opened,  and  a  beautiful  girl 
entered,  accompanied  by  Oshupu.  She  was  tall 
and  finely  moulded,  her  hands  and  feet  exqui- 
sitely small,  her  com])lexion  of  that  deep  warm 
bronze  color,  which  is  as  different  from  the  ani- 
mal'blackness  of  the  Coast  negroes  as  it  is  from 
the  sickly  yellow  of  the  Hindoos.  Her  eyes 
were  large,  and  filled  with  a  soft  and  melancholy 
expression.  She  came  gracefully  toward  me, 
and,  holding  out  her  hand,  murmured  in  a  soft 
voice,  MI)olo.  This  young  lady  was  an  emblem 
of  hospitality.  She  told  me,  through  Oshupu, 
that  the  king,  her  father,  had  ordered  her  to  at- 
tend upon  me  in  person  (for  that  is  the  highest 
honor  that  can  be  paid  to  a  guest)  ;  and,  having 


asked  me  if  I  was  })leased  with  the  arrangements 
of  the  house,  she  smiled  and  went  out. 

"We  spent  hours  every  day  in  each  other's 
company.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  more 
delicious  study  than  this  pretty  savage  afforded 
me.  I  found  her  as  chaste,  as  coquettish,  and 
as  full  of  inn(jcent  mischief  as  a  girl  of  sixteen 
would  have  been  in  England.  In  a  little  while 
I  found  myself  becoming  fond  of  her. 

"At  daybreak  every  morning  she  presented 
me  with  a  cup  of  tea,  whic-h  Oshui)U  had  taught 
her  to  make,  and  with  cakes  made  of  ground- 
nuts and  plantains  pounded  together.  When  I 
came  back  from  the  forest,  worn  out  and  dis- 
pirited, Ananga  was  there  to  receive  me,  and  to 
bathe  my  wearied  feet.  She  would  bring  me  my 
dinner,  wliich  she  had  cooked  with  her  o\<n 
hands,  like  the  daughters  of  the  ancient  Patri-, 
archs.  She  would  stand  by  me  all  the  while ; 
for  she  would  let  no  one  wait  on  me  but  her ; 
and,  by  devouring  me  with  her  looks,  would  an- 
ticipate all  my  wants. 

"When  I  had  finished  m.y  dinner,  w^e  would 
sit  side  by  side,  and  I  would  look  at  my  face  in 
her  eyes — the  only  mirror  which  I  possessed. 
One  day  Ananga  rejn-oached  me  with  being  arti- 
ficial. What  made  me  wear  so  many  clothes  ? 
she  asked,  with  inexpressible  scorn.  I  replied 
that  it  was  one  of  the  foolish  fashions  of  my 
country.  And  was  it  a  fashion  of  my  country, 
she  asked,  to  wear  the  hair  of  a  wild  beast  on 
my  head,  and  to  paint  my  face  white?  On  my 
replying  that  Njambi  had  thought  fit  to  create 
me  with  these  deformities,  she  uttered  a  cry  of 
derision,  and,  taking  hold  of  my  hair,  pulled  it 
severely.  When  it  did  not  come  out,  her  eyes 
dilated,  and  she  looked  at  me  in  stupefaction. 
Then,  wetting  her  finger,  she  rubbed  my  cheek 
with  it,  and  fled  in  terror  to  my  interpreters. 
They  laughed  at  her  upror.riously,  and  she  came 
back  in  a  shamefaced  manner,  and  sat  beside 
me  without  speaking.  One  day  I  put  my  hands 
in  my  pockets.  The  sudden  disappearance  of 
two  important  members  filled  her  with  dismay  ; 
but,  when  I  explained  the  phenomenon,  she  went 
into  convulsions  of  delight.  Nothing  would  now- 
content  her  but  diving  her  hands  all  day  long 
into  these  wonderful  '  holes,'  as  she  called  them  ; 
and  she  used  even  to  hold  sou-ces,  to  which  her 
numerous  sisters  were  invited.  I  was  made  to 
put  my  hands  in  my  pockets  at  least  fifty  times 
an  evening ;  and  my  hands  themselves  were 
passed  from  one  to  the  other,  and  examined  by 
these  young  philosophers,  as  if  they  were  newly- 
discovered  fossils." 

Was  ever  a  young  gentleman  about  town  so 
pleasantly  situated  before?  The  King  of  the 
Rembo  showed  our  traveler  the  fashions  of  the 
country ;  he  attended  at  a  grotesque  exhibition 
called  a  gorilla-dance  of  which  he  gives  a  pic- 
ture. Surely  the  charmer  sitting  at  his  side 
is  not  the  ])retty  Ananga?  He  hunted,  also; 
and  one  day  came  upon  the  tracks  of  a  gorilla, 
and  heard  the  monstrous  beast  passing  through 
the  forest,  but  he  was  not  fiivored  with  a  shot  at 
it,  or  at  any  of  its  kind.    When  he  attempted  U 
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leave  Ngumbi,  it  pleased  the  mighty  Quengueza 
to  say  no ;  and  when  Ananga's  lover  went  off 
in  spite  of  the  royal  commands,  he  was  over- 
taken and  brought  back.  Do  not  imagine  that 
the  princess  was  about  to  institute  a  suit  for 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage.  Her  lover  had 
promised  nothing,  except  a  great  number  of 
trinkets,  which  he  had  already  given ;  and, 
moreover,  on  the  Rembo  women  do  not  sue. 
"Would  you  like  to  come  with  me  to  my 


country  ?"  asked  the  traveler  of  his  princess,  tlie 
evening  after  his  forcible  return,  and  received 
for  reply:  "I  am  a  bundle;  if  my  father  tells 
you  to  take  me,  I  am  taken ;  if  my  father  tells 
you  to  leave  me,  I  am  left,  Man  is  the  mas- 
ter." 

But  on  this  evening  he  was  curious  to  l^arn 
why  she  loved  him,  as  she  confessed,  with  such 
blushes  as  a  princess  may  blush,  better  than  any 
of  her  own  people. 
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' ' '  Why  do  you  love  me  better  than  bhick  men, 
Anangn  ?' " 

She  hesitated  to  answer.  "At  hist  she  said 
faintly  that  slie  loved  nie  better  than  them,  she 
could  not  tell  why.  But  I  made  her  fond  of 
me ;  perhaps  it  was  some  fetich  which  I  had 
given  her.  She  was  only  a  poor  black  girl  ; 
how  was  she  to  know  all  the  arts  of  a  great 
white  man  ? 

"Ah,  thought  I,  not  Avithont  a  little  self-com- 
placency, love  is  indeed  a  fetich  which  no  jjlii- 
losopher  can  define,  and  which  may  be  concealed 
in  a  look,  in  a  smile,  in  a  word ;  which — 

"Ananga's  musical  laugh  interrupted  my 
meditations.  She  was  chattering  something  to 
Mafuk  with  vast  noise  and  volubility.  Now 
savages  can  not  speak  Mithout  a  pantomime  of 
eyes  and  hands,  which  often  renders  language 
superfluous.  Ananga  was  touching  her  beads 
and  cloth,  glancing  at  me,  and  laughing  im- 
moderately. 

"  'What  is  she  saying,  Mafuk?'  said  I. 

"My  grave  tone  warned  Ananga.  She  said 
something  in  a  low,  quick  tone  to  Mafuk ;  but 
as  siie  put  her  fingers  on  her  lips  at  the  same 
time,  I  easily  guessed  the  meaning  of  her  words. 

"  'She  is  asking  you  not  to  tell  me,  Mafuk; 
but  I  am  your  master:  do  Avhat  I  order  you.' 

"Mafuk,  alarmed  by  my  apparent  knowledge 
of  Mpongwe,  and  by  my  imperious  tone,  con- 
fessed what  Ananga  had  just  said,  viz.,  that  she 
thought  a  white  face  very  ugly ;  that  having  her 
face  wetted  with  a  man's  lips  was  very  improp- 
er, and  not  nice  at  all ;  and,  finally,  that  she 
only  liked  me  because  I  had  a  fine  canoe  and 
servants,  and  because  I  had  given  her  plenty  of 
beads  and  some  fine  satin-stripe  cloth. 

"Upon  this,"  adds  Mr.  Reade,  "I  went  into 
the  house  of  the  slaves,  and  began  to  take  down 
some  words  of  the  Mchaga  dialect." 

It  was  not  without  ingenious  shifts,  nor  with- 
out danger,  that  he  at  last  escaped  fi'om  Ngumbi. 

It  was  Mr.  Reade's  fortune  to  go  to  St.  Paul 
de  Loanda  in  an  empty  slaver ;  he  landed 
after  a  tedious  passage  of  fifty-six  days,  which 
would  have  been  made  by  a  steamer  in  four 
days.  He  had  no  friends  at  St.  Paul,  no  letters 
of  introduction,  and  three  and  sixpence  in  his 
])Ocket.  He  went  ashore  hoping  to  find  letters 
at  the  Consul's  office,  but  was  told  that  they  had 
just  been  sent  back  to  Fernando  Po.  Luckily 
the  Consul,  Mr.  Gabriel,  was  a  gentleman,  and 
lent  him  a  hundred  pounds,  furnished  with  which 
our  man  about  town  projected  an  excursion  into 
the  interior. 

St.  Paul  de  Loanda  is  not  a  charming  place. 
The  streets  are  ankle-deep  with  sand,  the  ])ub- 
lic  buildings  arc  all  decaying,  or  in  atatu  <jiio; 
oxen  are  stalled  in  the  college  of  the  Jesuits. 
The  town  is  garrisoned  with  convicts,  who  are 
kept  from  mutiny  by  a  low  diet;  if  they  never- 
theless commit  crimes,  they  are  sent  into  the 
interior,  where  they  catch  fever  and  die.  The 
l*ortuguesc  have  fallen"  into  the  native  fashion 
and  keep  seraglios;  society  is  not  of  the  l)est  in 
St.  Paul.     In  short,  it  is,  th(;iigh  in  a  diiVerent 


sense,  what  Mr.  Douglas  said  Vermont  was,  a 
good  jilacc  to  go  away  from. 

Mr.  Reade  determined  on  a  visit  to  the  inte- 
rior of  Angola.  Ho  procured  for  guide  a  mys- 
terious Swiss  castaway — a  clever  fellow,  master 
of  a  dozen  languages,  a  good  cook,  and  a  cut- 
throat; for  the  rest,  intelligent  and  industrious. 
Tiie  style  of  traveling  in  Angola  is  rej)resented 
in  the  adjoining  illustration.  The  hammock- 
bearers  went  off  at  a  shuffling  trot;  the  leader 
had  a  small  stick  in  his  hand,  with  Avliich  he 
beat  time  like  a  baud-master,  and  howled : 

Shove  him  on! 

But  is  he  a  good  man? 

No,  I  think  he  is.  a  stingy  fellow. 

Shove  him  on! 

Let  him  drop  in  the  road,  then. 

No,  he  has  a  big  stick; 

Sho\  e  him  on ! 

Oil  niatta-l)icho!  matta-bicho! 

Who  will  give  me  matta-hicho? 

Matta-hicho  is  a  phrase  meaning  Idll-icorm. 
These  people  suppose  that  their  entrails  are  tor- 
mented by  a  small  worm,  which  it  is  necessary 
to  kill  with  raw  brandy.  The  mosquitoes  of^ 
Angola  are  of  a  peculiarly  malevolent  species, 
says  Mr.  Reade.  We  remember  that  Dr.  Living- 
stone made  the  same  remark.  Why,  is  a  puz- 
zle to  our  author  and  beyond  his  comprehension. 
Perhaps  they  get  less  to  eat  or  drink.  He  re- 
marks also  that  the  alligators  are  more  savage. 
Perhaps  in  that  torrid  and  unbearable  clime  all 
animal  nature  becomes  ill-tempered  and  vindic- 
tive. 

The  traveler  is  well  cared  for  in  Angola.  At 
frequent  intervals  are  found  caravanserais — un- 
furnished hotels  without  a  table  dlwte — where  a 
policeman — think  of  a  policeman  in  Africa! — 
makes  the  sojourners  comfortable,  and  furnishes 
fire  and  water.  The  story  of  Joachim,  the  in- 
tei-preter  and  steward,  forms  the  most  interest- 
ing episode  in  the  journey  to  Ambaka ;  but  we 
must  leave  this  gentlemanly  cut-throat  to  the 
readers  of  Mr.  Reade's  book.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  he  had  wit,  elegance,  a  virtuous  expression 
of  countenance,  and  a  fine  tenor  voice  ;  that  he 
understood  excellently  the  mystery  of  cooking 
an  omelette  ;  and  confessed  to  having  murdered 
a  rival  in  Switzerland. 

In  a  country  like  Angola,  if  the  annual  rains 
set  in  a  week  later  than  the  usual  time,  it  be- 
comes a  serious  matter  to  the  animal  inhabit- 
ants. Thus  Mr.  Reade  found  birds  which  had 
evidently  perished  from  drought,  and  bees  at- 
tacked their  calabashes  of  water.  On  the  tenth 
day  they  reached  the  goal  of  their  journey,  Am- 
baka, and  put  up  at  the  house  of  one  Senhor 
Mendez,  a  lawyer,  rich,  living  in  a  shed,  with 
an  invalid  wife  bestowed  in  an  outhouse.  Sen- 
hor Mendez  was  an  educated  man,  took  an  in- 
terest in  Emopean  politics,  and  gravely  inquired 
if  the  Russian  war  was  yet  over,  and  whether 
Lord  I'alnicrston  were  yet  alive.  They  sell  raw- 
iiide  shoes  at  a  shilling  the  j)air  in  Ambaka, 
serve  Champagne  in  /i<ji/ciir  glasses,  and  have 
an  ugly  habit  of  secret  ])oisoning.  They  drink 
stale,  musty  tea,  preferring  it  to  excellent  na- 
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tive- grown  coffee;  and  once,  at  the  table  of 
Scnhor  Mendez,  when  Mr.  Reade  and  Joachim 
were  takinpj  coffee,  their  host  cried  out  to  one  of 
his  poor  relations,  sitting  at  table,  to  make  haste 
and  finish  his  tea,  and  then  drink  some  coffee ; 
'^so  that"— turning  to  his  guests  with  a  con- 
siderate smile— "if  you  should  be  poisoned  on 
the  road,  you  may  not  think  it  was  here."  The 
Senhor  was  friendly,  but  one  of  his  neighbors, 
at  whose  house  our  author  was  obliged  to  sleep, 


with  ingenious  malignity  took  the  mosquito  cur- 
tains from  his  bed,  and  left  the  "accursed  En- 
glishman" to  unbearable  torment. 

On  his  return  to  Loanda  Mr.  Reade  wa^  seized 
with  fever,  and  got  away  as  fast  as  he  could  in 
a  steamer  to  the  Cape  de  Verdes,  whence  he 
traveled  to  the  Senegambia,  and  visited  the 
French,  whom  he  found  a  jollier  and  more  en- 
durable peojjle  than  the  Fortuguese.  On  the 
passage  he  interpolates  a  chapter  on  the  great 
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Congo  Empire,  which  is  pleasant  reading  though 
scarcely  to  be  believed.  However,  if  not  true, 
it  is  "  well  found,"  and  a  history  of  the  interior 
of  Africa  constructed  in  the  same  style  would 
be  a  very  amusing  book. 

The  French  carry  their  national  habits  with 
them  into  every  country  where  they  settle.  When 
Mr.  Reade  landed  in  the  Casemanche,  at  Gorce, 
lie  went  immediately  to  a  pension,  wlicre  he 
found  a  Frendi   sea-ca])tain  drinking  absinthe 


at  a  little  table,  and  a  lieutenant  trying  on  a 
new  pair  of  patent-leather  boots.  He  accepted 
an  invitation  to  visit  the  interior  with  a  Frencli 
trader,  at  whose  house,  a  hundred  miles  inland, 
he  found  a  good  library  of  the  French  classics; 
and  a  company  of  marabouts,  who  had  crossed  the 
continent  as  traders,  and  could  tell  our  traveler 
many  marvelous  tales :  of  lions  with  long  manes  ; 
of  an  nntclo])e  strijied  like  a  zebra — which  he 
sliot  afterward — of  a  tril)e  of  men  on  the  Ni- 
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ger,  who  could  live  several  hours  under  water, 
and  caiirrht  crocodiles  alive ;  and  lastly,  of  the 
wonderful  tree  Self-fire,  whose  fruit  exi)lodes 
when  ripe  with  a  report  like  a  musket-shot,  and 
burns  the  tree,  from  whose  ashes  rises,  phronix- 
like,  a  new  slioot.  Moved  by  these  stories  he 
determined  upon  a  journey  still  further  inland, 
amouf^  the  celebrated  tribe  of  Mandinpfoes.  Re- 
turning to  the  Casemanche  on  Christmas-eve, 
he  was  made  home-sick  by  a  si;^ht  of  which  an 


illustration  will  give  the  reader  some  idea,  accom- 
panied by  the  carolin/i,  by  negroes  ignorant  of 
English,  of  some  old  Christmas  chants.  TJiis 
is  a  curious  relic  of  a  custom  implanted  here  by 
the  English  when  tiiey  possessed  this  region  of 
the  Senegal  many  years  ago.  The  natives  kccjj 
it  up  without  knowing,  or  caring  for,  its  mean- 
ing. 

Tlie  next  morning  he  enjoyed   a   breakf;ist 
which    was   certainly   eccentric.      His   Frencii 
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friends  had  made  great  preparations  to  keep  up 
Christmas,  Tliey  beg-an  this  meal  with  snails, 
brought  from  France  in  barrels  filled  with  flour, 
which  preserved  them  admirably.  These  were 
accompanied  by  oysters  torn  from  trees.  The 
fish  consisted  of  African  soles,  carp,  and  mullet. 
To  these  followed  gazelle  cutlets;  two  small 
monkeys,  served  cross  legged,  with  liver  sauce ; 
stewed  iguana — a  lizard,  and  a  dish  much  ad- 
mired; roasted  crocodile  eggs;  some  slices  of 
smoked  elephant,  a  rarity  from  the  interior ;  a 
few  plates  of  fried  locusts,  and  some  land  crabs 
previously  fattened  ;  the  breasts  of  a  manatee  or 
sea-cow,  the  mermaid  of  old  sailors ;  a  dish  of 
boiled  alligator,  Avhich  had  a  taste  between  pork 
and  cod,  with  a  musky  flavor  added ;  and  finally 
some  hippopotamus  steaks.  The  dessert  con- 
sisted of  pine-apples,  oranges,  roasted  plantains, 
silver  bananas,  pawpaws,  and  "a  variety  of 
fruits  which  had  long  native  names,  curious 
shapes,  and  without  exception  a  nasty  taste." 

After  such  a  breakfast  dinner  was  impossible 
— so  it  formed  the  only  meal  of  the  day.  He 
tells  some  remarkable  stories  of  the  dog-faced 
baboon — a  fierce  animal,  which  attacks  nian 
without  fear,  and  has  been  known,  it  seems,  to 
carry  off  v/omen,  concerning  which  trait  Mr. 
Reade  gives  a  curious  story  on  apparently  good 
evidence.  In  this  part  of  Africa  game  is  plenti- 
ful, though  the  gorilla  is  not  found  there.  And 
what  is  more,  he  relates  an  apparently  well-au- 
thenticated ghost-story,  in  which  the  ghost  of 
an  unlucky  surgeon  Beale  was  seen  by  a  dozen 
persons  on  a  dozen  different  occasions.  This 
occurred  at  Macarthy's  Island  on  the  Gambia. 
From  there  he  went  to  the  Senegal ;  of  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Fullahs,  the  Mohammedan  tribe 
found  there,  he  gives  a  full  and  very  interesting 
account. 

Among  the  French,  who  are  settled  in  the 
country,  or  who  garrison  it,  cleanliness  is  a 
boon  not  obtainable  without  personal  effort ;  at 
the  Governor's  table  every  guest  cleaned  his  own 
plate,  and  Mr.  Reade  tells  a  ghastly  story  of 
dining  with  a  friend,  and  catching  the  young 
scamp  who  waited  on  the  table  cleaning  the 
])lates  by  licking  them  with  his  tongue.  The 
red  ants  in  this  country  are  very  fatal  to  houses, 
wooden  chests,  paper,  elephants,  leopards,  and 
even  Scotchmen  ;  a  few  years  ago  they  ate  up  a 
gentleman  of  this  nation,  who  had  unfortunately 
taken  a  bottle  of  brandy  too  much. 

The  Senegal  and  Gambia  are  subject  to  great 
floods,  in  which  the  waters  cover  all  the  sur- 


rounding country,  and  cause  such  scenes  as 
that  which  he  has  depicted  in  an  illustration. 
All  the  beasts  of  the  forests,  tamed  by  fear, 
crouch,  terror-stricken,  together  upon  the  high- 
est points  of  land.  Such  a  scene  gives  one  tc> 
understand  under  what  influences  the  animals 
entered  the  ark  of  Father  Noah.  Sergeant 
Boivin  told  him  that  once,  during  a  flood,  he 
came  upon  a  little  island  in  the  watery  waste, 
where  were  found  amicably  reposing  together 
two  lions,  a  leopard,  some  monkeys  and  hyenas, 
two  antelopes,  and  a  wild  boar.  The  Sergeant 
confessed  Avithout  a  blush  that  "all  of  these 
they  killed  without  diliiculty." 

In  this  region  he  heard  of  a  female  Napoleon, 
concerning  whose  exploits  he  has  some  remark- 
able incidents  to  tell.  This  Amazon,  the  Queen 
of  the  Jagas,  is  said  to  have  been  brave  as  the 
lion  was  supposed  to  be  before  Dr.  Livingstone 
exploded  him.  She  is  reported  to  have  or- 
dered a  massacre  of  all  male  children,  and 
attempted  to  found  an  Amazon  empire ;  she 
had  a  cruel  habit  of  dining  on  her  lovers ;  and 
finally  a  prudent  lover — if  there  are  such  beings 
— poisoned  her.  Those  who  choose  may  be- 
lieve this  story  of  the  Queen  of  the  Jagas, 
Avhich  is  told  at  considerable  length,  and  is 
amusing  even  if  scarcely  credible.  Nor  will 
the  reader  skip  the  chapter  devoted  to  tlie  fabu- 
lous monsters  of  Africa — the  roc,  the  unicorn, 
and  the  tailed  men,  concerning  whose  existence 
there  are  various  stories,  gathered  up  by  the  in- 
dustrious club-man.  Concerning  the  tails  of 
the  Niam-Niams,  he  cites  the  evidence  of  one 
Mahammah,  who  had  seen  them,  and  describes 
the  caudal  appendage  as  about  forty  centimetres 
in  length,  and  two  or  three  in  diameter — and 
without  hair.  The  owners  of  these  tails  are 
cannibals,  live  in  holes  in  the  rocks,  go  naked, 
are  of  a  deep  black,  file  their  teeth,  and  make 
fire  by  means  of  a  stone  which  they  find  in  their 
country.  They  fight  with  clubs,  bows  and  ar- 
rows, and  assegais  :  cultivate  rice  and  corn,  and 
some  fruits ;  have  woolly  hair ;  and  are  killed 
by  their  neighbors  because  they  have  tails.  Mr. 
Reade  gives  a  good  deal  of  very  interesting  in- 
formation concerning  these  people. 

Finally,  says  Mr.  Reade,  "I  found  that  a 
tour  in  Africa,  where  one  is  always  on  the  move, 
is  as  expensive  as  traveling  in  Europe.  I  also 
began  to  observe  that  the  little  dwelling  which 
I  sent  from  Providence  was  getting  sadly  out  of 
repair.  I  was  what  the  French  call  fat  if/ iie,  and 
we  '  used  up.'     I  resolved  to  return." 
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I^f  EW  YORK  does  well  to  celebrate  the  anni- 
l\  vcrsaiy  of  the  day  when  the  British  troops 
evacuated  the  city ;  for  it  was  in  truth  the  birth- 
day of  all  that  we  now  mean  by  the  City  of  New 
York.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  years  had 
elapsed  since  Hendrick  Hudson  landed  upon  the 
shores  of  Manhattan ;  but  the  town  could  only 
boast  a  population  of  twenty-three  thousand.  In 
ten  years  the  population  doubled ;  in  twenty  years 
trebled.  Washington  Irving  was  a  baby  seven 
months  old,  at  his  father's  house  in  William 
Street,  on  Evacuation  Day,  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1783.  On  coming  of  age  he  found  himself 
the  inhabitant  of  a  city  containing  a  population 
of  seventy  thousand.  When  he  died,  at  the  age 
of  seventy- five,  more  than  a  million  of  people 
inhabited  the  congregation  of  cities  which  form 
the  metropolis  of  America. 

The  beginnings  of  great  things  arc  always  in- 
teresting to  us.  New  Yorkers,  at  least,  can  not 
read  without  emotion  the  plain,  matter-of-fact 
accounts  in  the  old  newspapers  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  city  of  their  pride  changed  masters. 
Journalism  has  altered  its  modes  of  procedure 
since  that  memorable  day.  No  array  of  head- 
ings in  large  type  called  the  attention  of  readers 
to  the  details  of  this  great  event  in  the  history 
of  their  town,  and  no  editorial  article  in  extra 
leads  commented  upon  it.  The  newspapers  print- 
ed the  merest  programme  of  the  proceedings, 
with  scarcely  a  comment  of  their  own  ;  and, 
having  done  tliat,  they  felt  that  their  duty  was 
done,  for  no  subsequent  issue  contains  an  allu- 
sion to  the  subject.  Perhaps  the  reader  will  be 
gratified  by  a  perusal  of  the  account  of  the  evac- 
uation as  given  in  Rlvinyton^s  Gazette  of  Novem- 
ber 26,  1783. 

New  York  November  26: — Yesterday  in  the  Morning 
the  American  Troops  marched  from  llaerlem,  to  tlie  Bow- 
ery-Lane— They  remained  there  until  about  One  oH^lock, 
when  the  Briti.sli  Troops  left  the  Posts  in  the  Bowery,  and 
the  American  Troops  marched  into,  and  took  Possession 
of  the  City,  in  the  following  Order,  viz. 


1.  A  Corps  of  Dragoons 

2.  Advanced  Guard  of  Light  Infantry. 

3.  A  Corp.-i  of  Artillery 

4.  Battalion  of  Light  Infantiy. 

5.  P)attalion  of  Massachusetts  Troops, 

6.  Rear  Guard 

After  the  Troops  had  taken  Possession  of  the  City,  the 
Geneeal  [Washington]  and  Governor  [George  Clinton] 
made  their  Public  ICntry  in  the  following  Manner  : 

1  Their  Excellencies  the  General  and  Governor,  with 
their  Suites,  on  Horseback. 

2  Tlie  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  for  the  Temporary  Government  of  the  Southern 
District,  four  a-bi-east. 

3.  Major  General  Knox,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Army, 
eiglit  a-breast 

4.  Citizens  on  Horseback,  eight  a-breast. 

5.  The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  Citizens,  on  Foot, 
eight  a-breast 

Tlit'ir  Excellencies  the  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  wei'e  escorted  by  a  Body  of  West-Chester  Light 
Horse,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Dclavan. 

The  Procession  proceeded  down  Queen  -  Street  [now 
Peai'l],  and  through  the  Broadway,  to  Cajje's  Tavern. 

Tlie  Governor  gave  a  public  Dinner  at  Frau7ices\'i  Tav- 
ern ;  at  which  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  other  General 
Officers  were  present. 

Aftei-  Dinner,  the  following  Toasts  were  drank  by  the 
Company : 

1.  The  United  States  of  America. 

2.  His  most  Christian  Majesty. 

3.  Tlie  I'nited  Netlierlands. 

4.  The  King  of  Sweden. 

5.  The  American  Army 

6.  The  Meet  and  Armies  of  France,  which  have  served 
in  America. 

7.  The  Meraoiy  of  those  Heroes,  who  have  fallen  for  our 
Fi'eedom. 

8.  May  our  Country  be  gi'ateful  to  her  military  children. 

9.  ISIay  Justice  support  what  Courage  has  gained 

10.  The  Vindicators  of  the  IJights  of  Mankind  in  every 
Quarter  of  the  Globe 

11  May  America  be  an  Asylum  to  the  persecuted  of  the 
Eartli. 

12.  May  a  close  Union  of  the  States  guard  the  Temph- 
they  have  erected  to  Liberty. 

13.  May  the  Remembrance  of  Tnis  DAY  be  a  Lesson  to 
Princes. 

The  airangement  and  whole  conduct  of  this  march,  with 
tlie  tranciuillity  which  succeeded  it,  tliiough  the  day  and 
niglit,  was  admirable!  and  tlu;  grateful  citizens  will  ever 
feel  the  most  affectionate  impressions,  from  tliat  elegant 
and  efficient  disposition  which  prevailed  through  the  whole 
event. 

Such  was  the  journalism  of  that  primitive  day. 
The  sedate  Kivington,  for  so  many  years  the 
Tory  organ,  was  in  no  humor,  we  may  suppose, 
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to  chronicle  the  minor  events  of  the  occasion,  even 
if  he  had  not  considered  them  beneath  the  dig- 
nity of  his  vocation.  He  says  nothing  of  the 
vaHant  matron  in  Chatham  Row  who,  in  the 
impatience  of  her  jiatriotism,  hoisted  the  Amer- 
ican flag  over  her  door  two  hours  before  the  stip- 
nhited  moment,  noon,  and  defended  it  against  a 
British  ju'ovost  ofliccr  witli  her  broomstick.  Nor 
does  he  alhule  to  the  great  scene  at  tiie  ])rinii- 
pal  flag-staff,  which  the  retiring  garrison  had 
plentifully  greased,  and  from  which  they  had 
removed  the  blocks  and  halyards,  in  order  to  re- 
tard the  hoisting  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  He 
does  not  tell  us  how  a  sailor  boy,  with  a  line 
around  his  w'aist  and  a  pocket  full  of  spikes, 
hammered  his  way  to  the  top  of  the  staff,  and 
restored  the  tackling  by  which  the  flag  was  flung 
to  the  breeze  before  the  barges  containing  the 
British  rear-guard  had  reached  the  fleet.  It  was 
a  sad  day  for  Mr.  Rivington,  and  he  may  be  ex- 
cused for  not  dwelling  upon  its  incidents  longer 
than  stern  duty  demanded. 

The  whole  State  of  New  York  had  been  wait- 
ing impatiently  for  the  evacuation  of  the  City. 
Many  hundreds  of  the  old  Whig  inhabitants,  who 
had  fled  at  the  entrance  of  the  English  troops 
seven  years  before,  were  eager  to  come  again 
into  possession  of  tiieir  homes  and  property,  and 
resume  their  former  occupations.  Many  new 
enterprises  waited  only  for  the  departure  of  the 
troops  to  be  entered  upon.  A  large  number 
of  young  men  were  looking  to  New  York  as 
the  scene  of  their  future  career.  Albany,  which 
had  served  as  the  temjjorary  capital  of  the  State, 
was  full  of  lawyers,  law-students,  retired  sol- 
diers, merchants,  and  mechanics,  who  Mere 
prepared  to  remove  to  New  York  as  soon  as  Riv- 
ington's  Gazette,  should  inform  them  that  the 
British  had  really  left,  and  General  Washington 
taken  possession.  As  in  these  days  certain  prom- 
ises to  pay  are  to  be  fullilled  six  months  after 
the  United  States  shall  have  acknowledged  the 
inde])endence  of  a  certain  Confederacy,  so  at 
that  time  it  was  a  custom  for  leases  and  other 
compacts  to  be  dated  from  "  the  day  on  which  the 
British  troo])S  shall  leave  New  York."  Among 
the  young  men  in  Albany  who  were  intending 
to  repair  to  the  city  were  two  retired  officers  of 
distinction,  Alkx.vndkr  Hamilton,  a  student 
at  law,  and  Aakon  Burr,  tlien  in  the  second 
year  of  his  practice  at  the  baro  (James  Kent 
and  EovvARD  Livingston  were  also  students 
of  law  in  Albany  at  that  time.)  The  old 
Tory  lawyers  being  all  exiled  or  silenced  there 
was  a  promising  field  in  New  York  for  young  ad- 
vocates of  talent,  and  these  two  young  gentle- 
men had  both  contracted  marriages  which  ne- 
cessitated speedy  ))rofcssional  gains.  Hamilton 
had  won  the  daughter  of  General  Schuyler.  Burr 
was  married  to  the  widow  of  a  British  officer, 
whose  fortune  was  a  few  hundred  jjounds  and 
two  hue  straj)j)ing  boys  fourteen  and  sixiceu 
years  of  age. 

And  Burr  was  himself  a  father.  Tiikodosia, 
*'his  only  child,"  was  born  at  Albany  in  the 
spring  of  1783.   When  the  family  removed  to  New 


York  in  the  following  winter,  and  took  up  their 
abode  in  Maiden  Lane — "  the  rent  to  commence 
when  the  tnjojjs  leave  the  city" — she  was  an  en- 
gaging infant  of  seven  or  eight  months.  We 
may  infer  something  of  the  circumstances  and 
])rospects  of  her  father  when  we  know  that  he 
had  ventured  ujion  a  house  of  which  the  rent 
was  two  hundred  pounds  a  year.  We  find  him 
removing,  a  year  or  two  after,  to  a  mansion 
at  the  corner  of  Cedar  and  Nassau  streets,  the 
garden  and  grapery  of  which  were  among  the 
finest  in  the  thickly-settled  ])ortion  of  the  city. 
Fifty  years  after  he  had  still  an  office  within  a 
very  few  yards  of  the  same  spot,  though  all  trace 
of  the  garden  of  Theodosia's  childhood  had  long 
ago  disa]i})eared.  She  was  a  child  of  afiiuence. 
Not  till  she  had  left  her  father's  house  did  a 
shadow  of  misfortune  darken  its  portals.  Abund- 
ance and  elegance  surrounded  her  from  her  in- 
fancy, and  whatever  advantages  in  education  and 
training  wealth  can  procure  for  a  child  she  had 
in  profusion.  At  the  same  time  her  father's 
vigilant  stoicism  guarded  her  from  the  evils  at- 
tendant upon  a  too  easy  acquisition  of  things 
pleasant  and  desirable. 

She  was  born  into  a  happy  home.  Even  if 
we  had  not  the  means  of  knowing  something  of 
the  character  of  her  mother,  we  might  still  infer 
that  she  must  have  possessed  qualities  singu- 
larly attractive  to  induce  a  man  in  the  position 
of  Burr  to  undertake  th^e  charge  of  a  family  at 
the  outset  of  his  career.  She  was  neither  hand- 
some nor  young,  nor  had  .-^he  even  the  advant- 
age of  good  health.  A  scar  disfigured  her  face. 
Burr  —  the  brilliant  and  celebrated  Burr  —  heir 
of  an  honored  name,  had  linked  his  rising  for- 
tunes with  an  invalid  and  her  boys.  The  event 
most  abundantly  justified  his  choice,  for  in  all 
the  fair  island  of  IManhattan  there  was  not  a 
happier  family  than  his,  nor  one  in  Avhich  haj- 
])iness  was  more  securely  founded  in  the  diligent 
discharge  of  duty.  The  twelve  years  of  his  mar- 
ried life  were  his  brightest  and  best ;  and  among 
the  last  words  he  ever  spoke  were  a  pointed  dec- 
laration that  his  wife  was  the  best  woman  and 
the  finest  lady  he  had  ever  known.  It  was  her 
cultivated  mind  that  drew  him  to  her.  "  It  was 
a  knowledge  of  your  mind,"  he  once  wrote  her, 
"which  first  insjjired  me  with  a  respect  for  that 
of  your  sex,  and  with  some  regret  I  confess,  that 
the  ideas  you  have  often  heard  me  cxj-ress  in 
favor  of  female  intellectual  jiower  aie  founded 
in  what  I  have  ima;:incd  more  than  in  what  I 
have  seen,  except  in  you." 

In  those  days  an  educated  woman  was  among 
the  rarest  of  rarities.  The  w  ives  of  many  of  our 
most  renowned  revolutionary  leaders  were  snrjiris- 
ingly  illiterate.  Except  the  noble  wife  of  John 
Adams,  whose  letters  form  so  agreeable  an  oasis 
in  the  published  correspondence  of  the  time,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  mention  the  name  of  one 
lady  of  the  revolutionary  ]ieriod  who  could  have 
been  a  comjianion  to  the  in  hid  o^  a  nuin  of  cul- 
ture. I^lrs.  Burr,  on  the  contrary,  was  the  equal 
of  her  husl)and  in  literary  discevnment,  and  his 
suj)eiior  in  moral  judgment.      Her  remarks,  in 
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her  letters  to  her  husband,  u])on  the  popular  au- 
thors of  the  day,  Chesterfield,  Rousseau,  Voltaire, 
and  others,  show  that  she  could  correct  as  well 
as  sympathize  with  her  husband's  taste.  She 
could  enjoy  the  wit  of  Vojtaire  without  being 
l)erverted  by  his  scoffing.  She  relished  all  of 
Chesterfield  except  the  "  indul;j,ence, "  which 
Burr  thought  essential.  She  had  a  weakness 
for  Rousseau,  but  was  not  deluded  by  his  senti- 
mentality. She  enjoyed  Gibbon  without  stum- 
bling at  his  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  chapters. 

The  home  of  Theodosia  presents  to  us  a  pleas- 
ing scene  of  virtuous  industry.  The  master  of 
the  house,  always  an  indomitable  worker,  was 
in  the  full  tide  of  a  successful  career  at  the  bar. 
His  two  step-son>.  were  employed  in  his  office, 
and  one  of  them  frequently  accompanied  him  in 
his  journeys  to  distant  courts  as  clerk  or  amanu- 
ensis. No  father  could  have  been  more  generous 
or  more  thoughtful  than  he  was  for  these  father- 
less youtlis,  and  they  appeared  to  have  cherished 
for  him  the  liveliest  affection.  Mrs.  Burr  shared 
in  the  labors  of  the  office  during  the  absence  of 
her  lord.  All  the  affairs  of  this  hap])y  family 
moved  in  harmony,  for  love  presided  at  their 
board,  inspired  their  exertions,  and  made  them 
one.  One  circumstance  alone  interrupted  their 
felicity,  and  that  was  the  frequent  absence  of 
Burr  from  home  on  business  at  country  courts  ; 
but  even  these  journeys  served  to  call  forth 
from  all  the  family  the  warmest  effusions  of  af- 
fection. 

"  What  language  can  express  the  joy,  the  grati- 
tude of  Theodosia  I"  writes  Mrs.  Burr  to  lier  absent 
husband,  in  the  fifth  year  of  their  marriage.  "  Stage 
after  stage  without  a  line.  Thy  usual  punctuality 
gave  room  for  every  fear ;  various  conjectures  filled 
every  breast.  One  of  our  sons  was  to  have  depart- 
ed to-day  in  quest  of  the  best  of  friends  and  fathers. 
This  morning  we  waited  the  stage  with  impatience. 
Shrouder  went  frequently  before  it  arrived ;  at 
length  returned — no  Utter.  We  were  struck  dumb 
with  disappointment.  Barton  [eldest  son]  set  out 
to  inquire  who  were  the  passengers ;  in  a  very  few 
minutes  returned  exulting  —  a  packet  worth  the 
treasures  of  the  universe,  .loy  brightened  everj^ 
face;  all  expressed  their  past  anxieties,  their  pres- 
ent happiness.  To  enjoy  was  tlie  first  result.  Each 
made  choice  of  what  they  could  Ijest  relish.  Por- 
terj  sweet  wine,  chocolate,  and  sweetmeats  made 
the  most  delightful  repast  that  could  be  enjoyed 
without  thee.  The  servants  were  made  to  feel  their 
lord  was  well ;  are  at  this  instant  toasting  his  health 
and  bounty.  While  the  boys  are  obeying  tliy  dear 
commands,  thy  Theodosia  flies  to  speak  her  heart- 
felt joy — her  Aaron  safe — mistress  of"  tiic  heart  she 
adores,  can  she  ask  more.'  Has  Heaven  mure  to 
grant  ?" 

What  a  pleasing  picture  of  a  happy  family 
circle  is  this,  and  how  rarely  are  the  perils  of  a 
second  marriage  so  completely  overcome !  It 
was  in  such  a  warm  and  pleasant  nest  as  this 
that  Theodosia  Burr  ])asscd  the  years  of  her 
childhood. 

Charles  Lamb  used  to  say  tliat  babies  had  no 
right  to  our  regard  merely  as  babies,  but  that 
every  child  had  a  character  of  its  own  by  which 
it  must  stand  or  fall  in  the  esteem  of  disinterest- 


ed observers.  Theodosia  was  a  beautiful  and  for- 
ward child,  formed  to  be  the  ])et  and  pride  of  a 
household.  "Your  dear  littleTheo,"  wrote  her 
mother  in  her  third  year,  "  grows  the  most  en- 
gaging child  you  ever  saw.  It  is  impossible  to 
see  her  with  indifference."  From  her  earliest 
years  she  exhibited  that  singular  fondness  for 
her  father  which  afterward  became  the  ruling 
passion  of  her  life,  and  which  was  to  undergo 
the  severest  tests  that  filial  affection  has  ever 
known.  When  she  was  but  three  years  of  age 
her  mother  would  write :  "  Your  dear  little 
daughter  seeks  you  twenty  times  a  day ;  calls 
you  to  your  meals,  and  will  not  suffer  your  chair 
to  be  filled  by  any  of  the  family."  And  again  : 
"Your  dear  little  Theodosia  can  not  hear  you 
spoken  of  without  an  apparent  melancholy  ;  in- 
somuch that  her  nurse  is  obliged  to  exert  her 
invention  to  divert  her,  and  myself  avoid  to 
mention  you  in  her  presence.  She  was  one 
whole  day  indifferent  to  every  thing  but  your 
name.  Her  attachment  is  not  of  a  common 
nature." 

Here  was  an  inviting  opportunity  for  devel- 
0])ing  an  engaging  infant  into  that  monstrous 
thing,  a  spoiled  child.  She  was  an  oidy  daugh- 
ter in  a  family  of  which  all  the  members  but 
herself  were  adults,  and  the  head  of  which  was 
among  the  busiest  of  men. 

But  Aaron  Burr,  amidst  all  the  toils  of  his 
profession,  and  in  spite  of  the  distractions  of 
political  strife,  made  the  education  of  his  daugh- 
ter the  darling  object  of  his  existence.  Hunt- 
ers tell  us  that  pointers  and  hounds  inherit  the 
instinct  which  renders  them  sucii  valuable  allies 
ill  the  pursuit  of  game  ;  so  that  the  offspring  of 
a  trained  dog  acquires  the  arts  of  the  chase  with 
very  little  instruction.  Burr's  father  was  one 
of  the  most  zealous  and  skillful  of  sclioolmas- 
ters,  and  from  him  he  appears  to  have  derived 
that  pedagogic  cast  of  character  which  led  him, 
all  his  life,  to  take  so  much  interest  in  tiie  train- 
ing of  prote'gcs.  There  was  never  a  time  in 
his  whole  career  when  he  had  not  some  youth 
upon  his  hands  to  whose  education  he  was  de- 
voted. His  system  of  training,  with  many  ex- 
cellent ])oints,  was  radically  defective.  Its  de- 
fects are  sufficiently  indicated  when  we  say  that 
it  was  pagan,  not  Christian.  Plato,  Socrates, 
Cato,  and  Cicero,  might  have  pronounced  it 
good  and  sufficient:  St.  John,  St.  Augustine, 
and  all  the  Christian  host  would  have  lamented 
it  as  fatally  defective.  But  if  Burr  educated  his 
child  as  though  she  were  a  Roman  girl,  her  mo- 
ther was  with  her  during  the  first  eleven  years 
of  her  life,  to  sup])ly,  in  some  degree,  what  was 
wanting  in  the  instructions  of  her  father. 

Burr  was  a  stoic.  He  cultivated  hardness. 
Fortitude  and  fidelity  were  his  favorite  virtues. 
The  seal  which  he  used  in  his  correspondence 
with  his  intiuuite  friends,  and  with  them  only, 
was  descriptive  of  his  character  and  proj^hetic  of 
his  destiny.  It  was  a  Rock,  solitary  in  the  midst 
of  a  tempestuous  ocean,  and  bore  the  inscrip- 
tion, ''''  Nee  fiatii  nee  Jluctn"' — neither  by  wind 
nor  by  wave.     It  was  his  j)rii)cii)le  to  steel  him- 
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self  against  the  inevitable  evils  of  life.  If  we 
were  asked  to  select  from  his  writings  the  sen- 
tence which  contains  most  of  his  characteristic 
way  of  tliinking,  it  would  be  one  which  he  wrote 
in  his  twenty-fourth  year  to  his  future  wife : 
"That  mind  is  truly  great  which  can  bear  with 
equanimity  the  trifling  and  unavoidable  vexa- 
tions of  life,  and  be  affected  only  by  those  which 
determine  our  substantial  bliss."  He  utterly  de- 
spised all  complaining  even  of  the  greatest  ca- 
lamities. He  even  experienced  a  kind  of  proud 
pleasure  in  enduring  the  fierce  obloquy  of  his 
later  years.  One  day,  near  the  close  of  his  life, 
when  a  friend  had  told  him  of  some  new  scandal 
respecting  his  moral  conduct,  he  said:  "That's 
right,  my  child,  tell  me  what  they  say.  I  like 
to  know  what  the  public  say  of  me — the  (jreat 
public!"  Such  words  he  would  utter  without 
the  slightest  bitterness,  speaking  of  the  grcxit 
public  as  a  humorous  old  grandfather  might  of 
a  wayward,  foolish,  good  little  child. 

So,  at  the  dawn  of  a  career  which  promised 
nothing  but  glory  and  prosperity,  surrounded  by 
all  the  appliances  of  ease  and  pleasure,  he  was 
solicitous  to  teach  his  child  to  do  and  to  endure. 
He  would  have  her  accustomed  to  sleep  alone, 
and  to  go  about  the  house  in  the  dark.  Her 
breakfast  was  of  bread  and  milk.  He  was  reso- 
lute in  exacting  the  less  agreeable  tasks,  such  as 
arithmetic.  He  insisted  upon  regularity  of  hours. 
Upon  going  away  upon  a  journey  he  would  leave 
written  orders  for  her  tutors,  detailing  the  em- 
ployments of  each  day ;  and,  during  his  ab- 
sence, a  chief  topic  of  his  letters  was  the  les- 
sons of  the  children.  Children — for,  that  his 
Theodosia  might  have  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
panion in  her  studies,  he  ado])ted  the  little  Na- 
talie, a  French  child,  whom  he  reared  to  wo- 
manhood in  his  house.  "-The  letters  of  our 
dear  children,"  he  would  write,  "are  a  feast. 
To  hear  that  they  are  employed,  that  no  time  is 
absolutely  wasted,  is  the  most  flattering  of  any 
thing  that  could  be  told  me  of  them.  It  in- 
sures their  affection,  or  is  the  best  evidence  of 
it.  It  insures,  in  its  consequences,  every  thing 
I  am  ambitious  of  in  them.  Endeavor  to  pre- 
serve regularity  of  hours ;  it  conduces  exceed- 
ingly to  industry."  And  his  wife  would  an- 
swer: "I  really  believe,  my  dear,  that  few  pa- 
rents can  boast  of  children  whose  minds  are  so 
prone  to  virtue.  I  see  the  reward  of  our  assi- 
duity with  inexpressible  delight,  with  a  gratitude 
few  experience.  My  Aaron,  they  have  grateful 
hearts."  Or  thus:  "Theo  [seven  years  old]  ci- 
phers from  five  in  the  morning  until  eight,  and 
also  the  same  hours  in  the  evening.  This  pre- 
vents our  riding  at  those  hours." 

When  Theodosia  was  ten  years  old  Mary 
Wollstonecraft's  eloquent  little  book,  "A  Vin- 
dication of  the  Rights  of  Woman,"  fell  into 
Burr's  hands.  He  was  so  powerfully  struck  by 
it  that  he  sat  up  nearly  all  night  reading  it.  He 
sliowcd  it  to  all  his  friends.  "Is  it  owing  to 
ignorance  or  prejudice,"  he  wrote,  "that  I  have 
not  yet  met  a  single  ])erson  who  had  discovered 
or  would  allow  the  merit  of  this  work?"     The 


j  work,  indeed,  was  fifty  years  in  advance  of  the 
time  ;  for  it  anticipated  all  that  is  rational  in  the 
'  opinions  respecting  the  position  and  education 
,  of  women  which  are  now  held  by  the  ladies  who 
:  are  stigmatized  as  the  Strong-minded,  as  well 
I  as  by  John  Mill,  Herbert  Spencer,  and  other 
economists  of  the  modern  school.     It  demand- 
j  ed  fair  j>lay  for  the  nuderstaudincj   of  women. 
It  proclaimed  the  essential  equality  of  the  sexes. 
I  It  denounced  the  awful  libertinism  of  that  age, 
and  showed  that  the  weakness,  the  ignorance, 
j  the  vanity,  and  the  seclusion  of  women  prepared 
I  them   to  become  the  tool  and  minion  of  bad 
men's  lust.     It  criticised  ably  the  educational 
!  system  of  Rousseau,  and,  Avith  still  more  sever- 
ity, the  po])ular  works  of  bishops  and  priests, 
who  chiefly  strove  to  inculcate  an  abject  submis- 
sion to  man  as  the  rightful  lord  of  the  sex.     It 
demonstrated  that  the  sole  possibility  of  wo- 
man's elevation  to  the  rank  of  man's  equal  and 
friend  was  in  the  cultivation  of  her  mind,  and  in 
the  thoughtful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  her  lot. 
It  is  a  really  noble  and  brave  little  book,  unde- 
serving of  the  oblivion  into  which  it  has  fall- 
en.    No  intelligent  woman,  no  wise  parent  with 
daughters  to  rear,  could  read  it  now  without 
pleasure  and  advantage. 

"Meekness,"  she  says,  "may  excite  tenderness, 
and  gratify  the  arrogant  pride  of  man  ;  but  the 
lordly  caresses  of  a  protector  will  not  gratify  a  no- 
ble mind  that  pants  and  deserves  to  be  respected. 

Fondness  is  a  poor  substitute  for  friendship." 

"A  girl  whose  spirits  have  not  been  damped  by  in-, 
activity,  or  innocence  tainted  b}-  false  shame,  will 
always  be  a  romp,  and  the  doll  will  never  excite 
attention  unless  confinement  allows  her  no  alterna- 
tive."  "  Most  of  the  women,  in  the  circle  of  my 

observation,  Avho  have  acted  like  rational  creatures, 
have  accidentally  been  allowed  to  run  wild,  as  some 
of  the  elegant  formers  of  the  fair  sex  would  insinu- 
ate."  "Men  have  better  tempers  than  women 

because  they  are  occupied  by  pursuits  that  interest 
the  head  as  well  as  the  heart.  I  never  knew  a  weak 
or  ignorant  person  who  had  a  good  temper.".,.. 
'"Why  are  girls  to  be  told  that  they  resemble  an- 
gels, but  to  sink  them  below  women  ?  They  are 
told  that  tliev  are  only  like  angels  when  they  are 
young  and  beautiful ;  consequently  it  is  their  per- 
sons, not  their  virtues,  that  procure  them  this  hom- 
age."   "  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  keep  the  heart 

pure  unless  the  head  is  furnished  with  ideas." 

"Would  yc,  O  my  sisters,  really  possess  modesty, 
3'^e  must  rememl)er  that  the  possession  of  virtue,  of 
any  denomination,  is  incomjjatilile  with  ignorance 
and  vanity !  Ye  must  acquire  that  soberness  of 
mind  which  the  exercise  of  duties  and  the  pursuit 
of  knowledge  alone  inspire,  or  ye  will  still  remain 
in  a  doubtful,  dopondont  situation,  and  only  be  loved 
while  ye  are  fair!  The  downcast  eye,  the  rosy 
blush,  the  retiring  grace,  arc  all  proper  in  their 
season  ;  but  modesty  being  the  child  of  reason  can 
not  long  exist  witli  the  sensibility  that  is  not  tem- 
pered by  reflection.". ..."  AVith  what  disgust  have 
I  lieard  sensible  women  s])eak  of  the  wearisome 
eonliuenient  which  they  endured  at  school.  Not 
allowed,  ]M>rliaps,  to  stej)  out  of  one  broad  path  in  a 
superb  garden,  and  ol)liged  to  pace,  with  steady  de- 
portment, stui)idly  backward  and  forward,  holding 
up  their  heads  and  turning  out  their  toes,  with 
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shoulders  braced  back,  instead  of  bounding  forward, 
as  nature  directs  to  complete  her  own  design,  in  the 
various  attitudes  so  conducive  to  health.  The  pui'e 
animal  spirits,  which  make  both  mind  and  bod}'^ 
shoot  out  and  unfold  the  tender  blossoms  of  hope,  are 
turned  sour  and  vented  in  Vc\in  wishes  or  pert  re- 
pin  ings,  that  contract  the  faculties  and  spoil  the 
temper ;  else  they  mount  to  the  brain,  and  sharp- 
ening the  understanding  before  it  gains  proportion- 
able strength,  produce  that  pitiful  cunning  which 
disgracefull}''  characterizes  the  female  mind — and, 
[  fear,  will  ever  characterize  it  while  women  re- 
main the  slaves  of  power." 

In  the  spirit  of  this  book  Theodosia's  educa- 
tion was  conducted.  Her  mind  had  fair  play. 
Her  father  took  it  for  granted  that  she  could 
learn  what  a  boy  of  the  same  age  could  learn, 
and  gave  her  precisely  the  advantages  which  he 
would  have  given  a  son.  Besides  the  usual  ac- 
complishments, French,  music,  dancing,  and 
riding,  she  learned  to  read  Virgil,  Horace,  Ter- 
ence, Lucian,  Homer,  in  the  original.  She  ap- 
pears to  have  read  all  of  Terence  and  Lucian,  a 
great  part  of  Horace,  all  the  Iliad,  and  large  por- 
tions of  the  Odyssey.  "Cursed  effects,"  ex- 
claimed her  father  once,  "  of  fashionable  educa- 
tion, of  which  both  sexes  are  the  advocates,  and 
yours  eminently  the  victims.  If  I  could  fore- 
see that  Theo  would  become  a  mere  fashiona- 
ble woman,  with  all  the  attendant  frivolity  and 
vacuity  of  mind,  adorned  with  whatever  grace 
and  allurement,  I  would  earnestly  pray  God  to 
take  her  forthwith  hence.  But  I  yet  hope  by 
her  to  convince  the  world  what  neither  sex  ap- 
pears to  believe,  that  women  have  souls." 

How  faithfully,  how  skillfully  he  labored  to 
kindle  and  nourish  the  intelligence  of  his  child 
his  letters  to  her  attest.  He  was  never  too  busy 
to  s])are  a  half -hour  in  answering  her  letters. 
In  a  country  court-room,  in  the  Senate-chamber, 
he  wrote  her  brief  and  sprightly  notes,  correct- 
ing her  s])clling,  complimenting  her  style,  re- 
proving her  indolence,  praising  her  industry, 
commenting  on  her  authors.  Rigorous  task- 
master as»he  Avas,  he  had  a  strong  sense  of  the 
value  of  just  commendation,  and  he  continued 
to  mingle  praise  very  happily  with  reproof.  A 
few  sentences  from  his  letters  to  her  will  serve 
to' show  his  manner. 

(In  her  tenth  year.) — "I  rose  up  suddenly  from 
the  sofa,  and  rubbing  mj''  head,  '  What  l)ook  shall 
I  buy  for  hev?'  said  I  to  myself.  'She  reads  so 
much  and  so  rapidly  that  it  is  not  easy  to  find  proper 
and  amusing  French  books  for  her ;  and  yet  I  am 
so  flattered  with  her  progress  in  that  language  that 
I  am  resolved  she  shall,  at  all  events,  be  gratified. 
Indeed  I  owe  it  to  her.'  So  after  walking  once  or 
twice  briskly  across  the  floor,  I  toolt  my  hat  and 
sallied  out,  determined  not  to  return  till  I  had  pur- 
chased something.  It  was  not  my  first  attempt.  I 
went  into  one  bookseller's  shop  after  another.  I 
found  plenty  of  fairy  tales  and  such  nonsense,  fit 
for  the  generality  of  children  nine  or  ten  years  old. 
'Tlicse,' said  I,  'will  never  do.  Her  understand- 
ing begins  to  be  above  such  things;'  but  I  could  see 
notluDg  that  I  would  offer  with  pleasure  to  an  intef- 
ligent,  well-w formed  girl  nine  years  old.  I  began 
to  be  discouraged.  The  hour  of  dining  was  come. 
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'But  I  will  search  a  little  longer.'  I  persevered. 
At  last  I  found  it.  I  found  the  xery  thing  I  sought. 
It  is  contained  in  two  volumes  octavo,  handsomeh' 
bound,  and  with  prints  and  registers.  It  is  a  work 
of  fancy,  but  replete  with  instruction  and  amuse- 
ment.    I  must  present  it  with  my  own  hand." 

He  advised  her  to  keep  a  diary,  and  to  give 
her  an  idea  of  what  she  should  record  he  wrote 
for  her  such  a  journal  of  one  day  as  he  should 
like  to  receive. 

Plan  of  the  Journal. — "  Learned  230  lines,  which 
finished  Horace.  Heigh-ho  for  Terence  and  the  Greek 
Grammar  to-morrow.  Practiced  two  hours  less 
thirty-tive  minutes,  which  I  begged  off.  Howlett 
(dancing-master)  did  not  come.  Began  Gibbon  last 
evening.  I  lind  he  requires  as  much  study  and  at- 
tention as  Horace ;  so  I  shall  not  rank  the  reading 
of /«w«  among  amusements.  Skated  an  hour;  fell 
twenty  times,  and  find  the  advantage  of  a  hard 
head.  iNIa  bettor — dined  with  us  at  table,  and  is 
still  sitting  up  and  free  from  pain." 

She  was  remiss  in  keeping  her  journal ;  re- 
miss, too,  in  wi-iting  to  her  father,  thougli  he 
reminded  her  that  he  never  let  one  of  lier  letters 
remain  unanswered  a  day.  He  reproved  her 
sharply.  "What,"  said  he,  "can  neither  af- 
fection nor  civility  induce  you  to  devote  to  me 
the  small  portion  of  time  which  I  have  required  ? 
Are  authority  and  compulsion  then  the  only  en- 
gines by  which  you  can  be  moved  ?  For  shame, 
Theo.  Do  not  give  me  reason  to  think  so  ill  of 
you." 

She  reformed.  In  her  twelfth  year,  her  fa- 
ther wrote:  "lo  triumphe!  there  is  not  a  word 
mispelled  either  in  your  journal  or  letter,  which 
can  not  be  said  of  one  you  ever  wrote  before." 
And  again:  "When  you  want  punctuality  in 
your  letters,  I  am  sure  you  want  it  in  every 
thing ;  for  you  will  constantly  observe  that  you 
have  the  most  leisure  when  you  do  the  most 
business.  Negligence  of  one's  duty  produces 
a  self-dissatisfliction  Avhich  unfits  the  mind  for 
every  thing,  and  ennui  and  peevishness  are  the 
never-failing  consequence." 

His  letters  abound  in  sound  advice.  There 
is  scarcely  a  passage  in  them  which  the  most 
scrupulous  and  considerate  parent  could  disap- 
prove. Theodosia  heeded  well  his  instructions. 
She  became  nearly  all  that  his  heart  or  his  pride 
desired. 

During  the  later  years  of  her  childhood,  her 
mother  was  grievously  afflicted  with  a  cancer, 
which  caused  her  death  in  1 794,  before  Theodo- 
sia had  completed  her  twelfth  year.  From  that 
time,  such  was  the  jirecocity  of  her  character,  that 
she  became  the  mistress  of  her  father's  house 
and  the  companion  of  his  leisure  hours.  Con- 
tinuing her  studies,  however,  we  find  her  in 
her  sixteenth  year  translating  French  comedies, 
reading  the  Odyssey  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred 
lines  a  day,  and  about  to  begin  the  Iliad.  "The 
happiness  of  my  life,"  writes  her  father,  "de- 
pends upon  your  exertions ;  for  what  else,  for 
whom  else,  do  I  live?"  And,  later,  when  all 
the  Avorld  supposed  that  his  whole  soul  was  ab- 
sorbed in  getting  New  York  ready  to  A'otc  for 
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Jefterson  ami  Burr,  lie  told  her  that  the  ideas 
of  which  she  was  the  subject  that  passed  daily 
Through  his  mind  would,  if  committed  to  writ- 
ing, nil  an  octavo  volume. 

Who  so  happy  as  Theodosia  ?  Who  so  fortu- 
nate? The  young  ladies  of  New  York,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  might  have  been  par- 
doned for  envying  the  lot  of  this  favorite  child 
of  one  who  then  seemed  the  favorite  child  of  for- 
tune. Burr  had  been  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  as  soon  as  he  had  attained  the  age  de- 
manded by  the  Constitution.  As  a  lawyer  he 
was  second  in  ability  and  success  to  no  man  ; 
in  reputation,  to  none  but  Hamilton,  whose 
services  in  the  Cabinet  of  General  Washington 
had  given  liim  great  celebrity.  Aged  members 
of  the  New  York  ])ar  remember  that  Burr  alone 
was  the  antagonist  who  could  put  Hamilton  to 
his  mettle.  Wiicn  other  lawyers  were  employed 
against  him  Hamilton's  manner  was  that  of  a 
man  who  felt  an  easy  su])eriority  to  the  de- 
mands u])on  him  ;  he  took  few  notes ;  he  was 
])layful  and  careless,  relying  much  upon  the 
])Owerful  declamation  of  his  summing  nj).  But 
when  Burr  was  in  the  case,  Burr  the  wary,  the 
vigilant,  who  was  never  careless,  never  inatten- 
tive, who  came  into  court  only  after  an  absolute- 
ly exhaustive  preparation  of  his  case,  who  held 
declamation  in  contempt,  and  knew  how  to 
quench  its  effect  by  a  stroke  of  polite  satire,  or 
the  quiet  citation  of  a  fact,  then  Hamilton  was 
obliged  to  have  all  his  wits  about  him,  and  he 
was  observed  to  be  restless,  busy,  and  serious. 
There  are  now  but  two  or  three  venerable  men 
among  us  who  remember  the  keen  encounters 
of  these  two  distinguished  lawyers.  The  vivid- 
ness of  their  recollection  of  those  scenes  of  sixty 
years  ago  shows  what  an  impression  must  have 
been  made  upon  their  youthful  minds. 

If  Hamilion  and  Burr  divided  equally  between 
them  the  honors  of  the  bar.  Burr  had  the  addi- 
tional distinction  of  being  a  leader  of  the  rising 
Democratic  Party ;  the  party  to  which,  at  that 
day,  the  youth,  the  genius,  the  sentiment  of 
the  country  were  powerfully  drawn;  the  party 
which,  by  j)is  niasterly  tactics,  was  about  to 
])lace  Mr,  Jefferson  in  the  Presidential  chair 
after  ten  years  of  ineffectual  struggle. 

All  this  enhanced  the  eclat  of  Theodosia's 
])Osition.  As  she  rode  about  the  island  on  her 
l>ony,  followed  at  a  respectful  distance,  as  the 
custom  then  was,  by  one  of  her  father's  slaves  ! 
mo'.mted  on  a  coach-horse,  doubtless  manv  a  ; 
fair  damsel  of  the  city  rei)inod  at  her  own  home- 
lier lot,  while  she  dwelt  upon  the  many  advant- 
ages which  nature  and  circumstances  had  be- 
stowed upon  this  gifted  and  hap])y  maiden. 

She  Avas  a  beautiful  girl.  She  inherited  all 
her  father's  refmcd  beauty  of  countenance  ;  also 
his  shortness  of  stature  ;  the  dignity,  grace,  and 
rf^jiose  of  his  incomjiarable  manner,  too.  She 
was  a  plump,  petite,  and  rosy  girl  ;  but  there 
was  that  in  her  demeanor  which  became  the 
daughter  of  an  affluent  home,  and  a  certain 
assured,  indescribable  expression  of  face  which 
seemed  to  say,   Here  is  a  maiden  who  to  the 


object  of  her  affection  could  be  faithful  against 
an  execrating  world — faithful  even  unto  death. 

Burr  maintained  at  that  time  two  establish- 
ments, one  in  the  city,  the  other  a  mile  and  a 
half  out  of  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson. 
Richmond  Hill  was  the  name  of  his  country 
seat,  where  Theodosia  resided  during  the  later 
years  of  her  youth.  It  was  a  large,  massive 
wooden  edifice,  with  a  lofty  portico  of  Ionic 
columns,  and  stood  on  a  hill  facing  the  river, 
in  the  midst  of  a  lawn  adorned  with  ancient 
trees  and  trained  shrubljciy.  The  gror.nds, 
which  extended  to  the  water's  edge,  com])rised 
about  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Those  who 
now  visit  the  site  of  Burr's  abode,  at  the  corner 
of  Charlton  and  Varick  streets,  behold  a  wilder- 
ness of  very  ordinary  houses  covering  a  dead 
level.  The  hill  has  been  pared  away,  the  ponds 
filled  up,  the  river  ])ushed  away  a  long  distance 
from  the  ancient  shore,  and  every  one  of  the 
venerable  trees  is  gone.  The  city  .shows  no 
spot  less  suggestive  of  rural  beauty.  But  Rich- 
mond Hill,  in  the  days  of  Hamilton  and  Burr, 
was  the  finest  country  residence  on  the  island 
of  Manhattan.  The  wife  of  John  Adams,  who 
lived  there  in  1790,  just  before  Burr  bought  it, 
and  who  had  recently  traveled  in  the  loveliest 
counties  of  England,  speaks  of  it  as  a  situation 
not  inferior  in  natural  beauty  to  the  most  de- 
licious spot  she  ever  saw.  '-The  house,"  she 
says,  "is  situated  ui)on  an  eminence;  at  an 
agreeable  distance  flows  the  no])le  Hudson,  bear- 
ing upon  its  bosom  the  fruitful  productions 
of  the  adjacent  country.  On  my  right  hand 
are  fields  beautifully  variegated  with  grass  and 
grain,  to  a  great  extent,  like  the  valley  of  Honi- 
ton,  in  Devonshire.  Upon  my  left  the  city 
opens  to  view,  intercepted  here  and  there  by  a 
rising  ground  and  an  ancient  oak.  In  front, 
beyond  the  Hudson,  the  Jersey  shores  ])rcscnt 
the  exuberance  of  a  rich,  well-cultivated  soil. 
The  venerable  oaks  and  broken  grcund,  covered 
with  wild  shrubs,  which  surround  me,  give  a 
natural  beauty  to  the  spot,  which  is  truly  en- 
chanting. A  lovely  variety  of  birds  serenade 
me  morning  and  evening,  rejoicing  in  their  lib- 
erty and  security  ;  for  1  have,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, prohibited  the  grounds  from  invasion,  and 
sometimes  almost  wished  for  game  laws,  when 
my  orders  have  not  been  sufficiently  regarded. 
The  partridge,  the  woodcock,  and  the  ])igeon 
are  too  great  temptations  to  the  sportsmen  to 
withstand." 

Indeed  the  whole  island  was  enchanting  in 
those  early  days.  There  were  pleasant  gar- 
dens even  in  Wall  Street,  Cedar  Street,  Nassau 
Street ;  and  the  Battery,  the  ])lace  of  univers- 
al resort,  was  one  of  the  most  delightful  ])ublic 
grounds  in  the  world — as  it  will  be  again  when 
the  Spoiler  is  thrust  from  the  ])laccs  of  power, 
and  the  citizens  of  New  York  come  again  into 
the  ownership  of  their  city.  The  banks  of  the 
Hudson  and  of  the  East  River  were  forest- 
crowned  bluffs,  lofty  and  picturesque,  and  on 
every  favorable  site  stood  a  cottage  or  a  mansion 
surrounded  with  i)leasant  grounds.      The  letters 
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of  Theodosia  Burr  contain  many  passages  ex- 
])ressiv8  of  her  intense  enjoyment  of  the  variety, 
tiie  vivid  verdure,  the  noble  trees,  the  heights, 
the  pretty  lakes,  tlie  enchanting  prospects,  the 
beautiful  gardens,  which  her  daily  rides  brouglit 
to  her  view.  She  was  a  dear  lover  of  her  isl- 
and home.  The  city  had  not  then  laid  waste 
the  beauty  of  Manhattan.  There  was  only  one 
bank  in  New  York,  the  officers  of  which  shut 
the  bank  at  one  o'clock  and  went  home  to  din- 
ner, returned  at  three,  and  kept  the  bank  open 
till  five.  Much  of  the  business  life  of  the  town 
})artook  of  this  homely,,  comfortable,  easy-going 
rural  spirit.  Tliere  was  a  mail  twice  a  week  to 
the  North,  and  twice  a  week  to  the  South,  and 
many  of  the  old-fashioned  people  had  time  to 
live. 

Not  so  the  younger  and  newer  portion  of  the 
population.  We  learn  from  one  of  the  letters 
of  the  ill-fated  Blennerhassett,  who  arrived  in 
New  York  from  Ireland  in  179G,  that  the  ])eo))le 
were  so  busy  there  in  making  new  docks,  filling 
in  the  swamps,  and  digging  cellars  for  new 
buildings,  as  to  bring  on  an  epidemic  fever  and 
ague  that  drove  him  from  the  city  to  the  Jersey 
shore.  He  mentions,  also,  that  land  in  the 
State  doubled  in  value  every  two  years,  and  that 
commercial  speculation  was  carried  on  with 
such  avidity  that  it  was  more  like  gaml^ling 
than  trade.  It  is  he  that  relates  the  story  of  the 
adventurer,  who,  on  learning  that  the  yellow- 
fever  prevailed  fearfully  in  the  West  Indies, 
sent  thither  a  cargo  of  coffins  in  nests,  and  that 
no  room  might  be  lost  filled  the  smallest  Avith 
gingerbread.  The  speculation,  he  assures  us, 
was  a  caj)ital  hit;  for  the  adventurer  not  only 
sold  his  coffins  very  profitably,  but  loaded  his 
vessel  with  valuable  woods,  which  yielded  a 
great  profit  at  New  York.  At  that  time,  also, 
the  speculation  in  lots,  corner  lots,  and  lands 
near  the  city  was  prosecuted  with  all  the  reck- 
lessness which  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sup- 
posing was  peculiar  to  later  times.  New  York 
was  New  York  even  in  the  days  of  Burr  and 
Hamilton. 

As  mistress  of  Riclimond  Hill  Theodosia  en- 
tertained distinguished  comi)any.  Hamilton  v»'as 
her  father's  occasional  guest.  Burr  ]n'eferred 
the  society  of  educated  Frenchmen  and  French 
women  to  any  other,  and  he  entertained  many 
distinguished  exiles  of  the  French  Revolution. 
Talleyrand,  Volney,  Jerome  Bonaparte,  and 
Louis  Philippe  were  among  his  guests.  Colo- 
nel Stone  mentions,  in  his  Life  of  Brant,  that 
Theodosia,  in  her  fourteenth  year,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  her  father,  gave  a  dinner  to  that  chief- 
tain of  the  forest,  which  was  attended  by  the 
Bishop  of  New  York,  Dr.  Ilosack,  Volney,  and 
several  other  guests  of  distinction,  who  greatly 
enjoyed  the  occasion.  Burr  was  gratified  to 
hear  with  how  much  grace  and  good-nature  his 
daughter  acquitted  herself  in  the  entertainment 
of  her  company.  The  chief  himself  was  exceed- 
ingly delighted,  and  spoke  of  the  dinner  with 
great  animation  many  years  after. 

We  have  one  pleasant  glimpse  of  Theodosia 


!  in  these  happy  years,  in  a  trifling  anecdote  j)re- 
I  served  by  the  biographer  of  Edward  Livingston, 
during  whose  mayoralty  the  ]jresent  City  Hall 
was  begun.  Tlie  mayor  had  the  pleasure,  one 
bright  day,  of  escorting  the  young  lady  on  board 
a  French  frigate  lying  in  the  harbor.  "You 
must  bring  none  of  your  sparks  on  board,  Theo- 
dosia," exclaimed  the  i)un-loving  magistrate; 
"for  they  have  a  magazine  here,  and  we  shall 
all  be  blown  n])."  01)livion  liere  drops  the  cur- 
tain upon  tlie  gay  ])arty  and  the  brilliant  scene. 

A  suitor  jippeared  for  the  hand  of  this  fair 
and  accom])lislied  girl.  It  was  Joseph  Alston 
of  South  Carolina,  a  gentleman  of  twenty-two, 
])ossessor  of  large  estates  in  rice  plantations  and 
slaves,  and  a  man  of  much  spirit  and  talent. 
He  valued  his  estates  at  two  hundred  thousand 
])ounds  sterling.  Tiieir  courtship  was  not  a  long 
one  ;  for  though  she,  as  became  her  sex,  checked 
the  imjjctuosity  of  his  advances  and  argued  for 
delay,  she  was  easily  convinced  by  the  reasons 
wliich  he  adduced  for  haste.  Slic  reminded  iiim 
that  Aristotle  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  should 
not  marry  till  he  Avas  thirty-six.  A  fig  for 
Aristotle,  he  replied  ;  let  us  regard  the  ?pse  dixit 
of  no  man.  It  is  only  want  of  fortune  or  want 
of  discretion,  he  continued,  that  could  justifj- 
such  a  postponement  of  married  joys.  But 
"suppose,"  he  added,  '^ (mere/i/  for  instance)  a 
young  man  nearly  two-and-twenty,  already  of 
the  greatest  discretion,  Avith  an  ample  fortune, 
Avere  to  be  passionately  in  love  Avith  a  young 
lady  almost  eighteen,  equally  discreet  Avith  him- 
self, and  Avho  had  a  'sincere  fricndshi]/  for  him. 
do  you  think  it  Avould  be  necessary  to  make  him 
Avait  till  thirty  ?  particularly  Avhere  the  friends 
on  both  sides  Avere  pleased  Avitli  the  match." 

She  told  him,  also,  that  some  of  her  friends 
Avho  had  visited  Charleston  had  described  it  as 
a  city  where  the  yellow-fever  and  the  "yells  or' 
Avhijjped  negroes,  which  assail  your  ears  from 
CAcry  house,''  and  the  extreme  heat,  rend'jred 
life  a  mere  purgatory.  She  had  heard,  too,  that 
in  South  Carolina  the  men  Avere  absorbed  in 
hunting,  gaming,  and  racing  ;  Avhilethe  Avomen, 
robbed  of  their  society,  had  no  ])leasurcs  but  to 
come  together  in  large  parties,  sip  tea,  and  look 
prim.  The  ardent  swain  eloquently  defended 
his  natiA'C  State : 

"  What !"  he  exclaimed,  "  is  Charleston,  tha  most 
dolightfully  situated  city  in  America,  Avliich,  entire- 
ly open  to  the  ocean,  tAvicc  in  every  tAvcntA'-i'our 
hours  is  cooled  by  the  refreshing  soa-brcczc,  the 
Montpelicr  of  the  South,  Avliich  annually  affords  an 
asylum  to  tlie  planter  and  the  West  Indian  from 
every  disease,  accusiKl  of  heat  and  uuhoalthiness.? 
But  this  is  not  all,  unfortunate  citizens  of  Charles- 
ton ;  the  scream,  the  yell  of  the  miserable  unresist- 
ing African,  bleeding  under  the  scourge  of  relout- 
lesH  poAver,  affords  music  to  your  cars  I  Ah  !  from 
Avhat  unfrioiidly  cause  docs  this  arise  ?  Has  the 
God  of  heaven,  in  anger,  here  c]ian,<j;('(l  the  order  of 
nature  ?  In  cA'ery  other  region,  Avithout  exception, 
in  a  ?iniilar  degree  of  latitude,  the  same  sun  Avhicli 
ripens  the  tamarind  and  the  anana,  ameliorates  the 
temper,  and  disposes  it  to  gentleness  and  kindness. 
In  India  and  oilier  countries  not  A'crv  ditfeient  ia 
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climate  from  the  southern  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  inhabitants  are  distinguished  for  a  soft- 
ness and  inotfensiveness  of  manners,  degenerating 
ahnost  to  effeminacy ;  it  is  here  then,  only,  that  we 
are  exempt  from  the  general  intluence  of  climate : 
here  only  that,  in  spite  of  it,  -vve  are  cruel  and  tero- 
cious  !     Poor  Carolina  I'' 

And  with  regard  to  the  manners  of  the  Ca,ro- 
linians  he  assured  the  young  lady  that  if  there 
Avas  one  State  in  the  Union  which  could  justly 
claim  superiority  to  the  rest  in  social  refinement 
and  the  art  of  elegant  living  it  was  Soutli  Caro- 
lina, where  the  division  of  the  people  into  the 
very  poor  and  the  very  rich,  left  to  the  latter 
class  ahundant  leisure  for  the  pursuit  of  litera- 
ture and  the  enjoyment  of  society  : 

"The  possession  of  slaves,"  he  owns,  "renders 
them  proud,  impatient  of  restraint,  and  gives  them 
a  haughtiness  of  manner  which,  to  those  unaccus- 
tomed to  them,  is  disagreeable  ;  but  we  find  among 
them  a  high  sense  of  honor,  a  delicacy  of  sentiment, 
and  a  liberality  of  mind,  which  we  look  for  in  vain 
in  the  more  commei-cial  citizens  of  the  Northern 
States.  The  genius  of  the  Carolinian,  like  the  in- 
habitants of  all  southern  countries,  is  quick,  lively, 
and  acute  ;  in  steadiness  and  perseverance  he  is 
naturally  inferior  to  the  native  of  the  North ;  but 
this  defect  of  climate  is  often  oveixome  b}'  his  am- 
bition or  necessity  ;  and,  whenever  this  happens, 
he  seldom  fails  to  distinguish  himself.  In  his  tem- 
per he  is  gay  and  fond  of  company,  open,  generous, 
and  unsuspicious  ;  easily  irritated,  and  quick  to  re- 
sent even  the  appearance  of  insult ;  but  his  passion, 
like  tlie  fire  of  the  flint,  is  lighted  up  and  extin- 
guished in  the  same  moment." 

Such  discussions  end  only  in  one  way.  Theo- 
dosia  yielded  the  points  in  dispute.  At  Albany, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1801,  while  the  country 
was  ringing  with  the  names  of  Jefferson  and 
Burr,  and  while  the  world  supposed  that  Burr 
was  intriguing  with  all  his  might  to  defeat  the 
wishes  of  the  people  by  securing  his  own  elec- 
tion to  the  Presidency,  his  daughter  was  mar- 
ried. The  marriage  was  thus  announced  in  the 
New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Eebruary 
7th: 

''MARrciED.— At  Albany,  on  the  2d  instant,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Johnson,  Jdsevii  Alston,  of  South  Carolina,,  to 
TuEODOSiA  BuiiK,  only  child  of  Aaron  Bctrk,  Esq." 

They  were  married  at  Albany  because  Col- 
onel Burr,  being  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
was  residing  at  the  capital  of  tlic  State.  One 
week  the  happy  pair  passed  at  Albany.  Then 
to  New  York ;  whence,  after  a  few  days'  stay, 
they  began  their  long  journey  southward.  Re- 
joined at  Baltimore  by  Colonel  Burr,  they  trav- 
eled in  company  to  Washington,  where,  on  the 
4th  of  Marcli,  Theodosia  witnessed  the  inaugu- 
ration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the  induction  of  her 
father  into  the  Vice-Presidency.  Father  and 
child  parted  a  day  or  two  after  the  ceremony. 
The  only  solid  consolation,  he  said  in  his  first 
letter  to  her,  that  he  had  for  the  loss  of  her  dear 
companionship,  was  a  belief  that  she  would  be 
happy,  and  the  certainty  that  they  should  often 
meet.  And,  on  his  return  to  New  York,  he 
told  her  that  he  had  approached  his  home  as 


he  would  "the  sepulchre  of  all  his  friends." 
' '  Dreary,  solitary,  comfortless.  It  was  no  longer 
home.''''  Hence  his  various  schemes  of  a  second 
marriage,  to  which  Theodosia  urged  him.  He 
soon  had  the  comfort  of  hearing  that  the  recep- 
tion of  his  daughter  in  South  Carolina  was  as 
cordial  and  affectionate  as  his  heart  could  have 
wished. 

Theodosia  now  enjoyed  three  as  happy  years 
as  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  a  young  wife.  Tender- 
ly cherished  by  her  husband,  whom  she  devoted- 
ly loved,  caressed  by  society,  surrounded  by  af- 
fectionate and  admiring  relations,  provided  boun- 
tifully with  all  the  means  of  enjoyment,  living 
in  the  summer  in  the  mountains  of  Carolina,  or 
at  the  home  of  her  childhood,  Richmond  Hill, 
passing  the  ^^  inters  in  gay  and  luxurious  Charles- 
ton, honored  for  her  own  sake,  for  her  father's, 
and  her  husband's,  the  years  glided  rapidly  by, 
and  she  seemed  destined  to  remain  to  the  last 
Fortune's  fkvorite  child.  One  summer  she  and 
her  husband  visited  Niagara,  and  penetrated  the 
domain  of  the  chieftain  Brant,  who  gave  them 
royal  entertainment.  Once  she  had  the  great 
hai)piness  of  receiving  her  father  under  her  own 
roof,  and  of  seeing  the  honors  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  to  the  Vice-President.  Again 
she  spent  a  summer  at  Richmond  Hill  and  Sar- 
atoga, leaving  her  husband  for  the  first  time. 
She  told  him  on  this  occasion  that  every  woman 
must  prefer  the  society  of  the  North  to  that  of 
the  South,  whatever  she  might  say.  "If  she 
denies  it  she  is  set  down  in  my  mind  as  insincere 
and  weakly  prejudiced."  But,  like  a  fond  and 
loyal  wife,  she  wrote,  "Where  you  are  there 
is  my  country,  and  in  you  are  centred  all  my 
wishes." 

She  was  a  mother  too.  That  engaging  and 
promising  boy,  Aaron  Burr  Alston,  the  delight 
of  his  parents  and  of  his  grandfather,  was  born 
in  the  second  year  of  the  marriage.  This  event 
seemed  to  complete  her  happiness.  For  a  time, 
it  is  true,  she  paid  dearly  for  it  by  the  loss  of  her 
former  robust  and  joyous  health.  But  the  boy 
was  worth  the  price.  "  If  I  can  see  without  prej- 
udice," wrote  Colonel  Burr,  "there  never  was  a 
finer  boy;"  and  the  mother's  letters  are  full  of 
those  sweet,  trifling  anecdotes  which  mothers  love 
to  relate  of  their  offspring.  Her  fiither  still  urged 
her  to  improve  her  mind,  for  her  own  and  her 
son's  sake,  telling  her  that  all  she  could  learn 
would  necessarily  find  its  way  to  the  mind  of  the 
boy.  "Pray  take  in  hand,"  he  writes,  "some 
book  which  requires  attention  and  study.  You 
will,  I  fear,  lose  the  habit  of  study,  which  would 
be  a  greater  misfortune  than  to  lose  your  head." 
He  praised,  too,  the  ease,  good  sense,  and  spright- 
liness  of  her  letters,  and  said  truly  that  her  style, 
at  its  best,  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  INIadame 
de  Se'vigne'. 

Life  is  frequently  styled  a  checkered  scene. 
But  it  was  the  ]>cculiar  lot  of  Theodosia  to  ex- 
perience during  th«  first  twenty-one  years  of  her 
life  nothing  but  prosperity  and  happiness,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  her  existence  nothing 
but  misfortune  and  sorrow.     Never  had  her  fa- 
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ther's  position  seemed  so  strong  and  enviable  as 
during  liis  tenure  of  the  office  of  Vice-President; 
but  never  had  it  been  in  reality  so  hollow  and 
precarious.  Holding  property  valued  at  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  he  was  so  deeply  in 
debt  that  nothing  but  the  sacrifice  of  his  landed 
estate  could  save  him  from  bankruptcy.  At  tiie 
age  of  thirty  he  had  i)ermitted  himself  to  be  drawn 
from  a  lucrative  and  always  increasing  profes- 
sional business  to  the  fascinating  but  most  cost- 
ly pursuit  of  political  honors.  And  now,  when 
he  stood  at  a  distance  of  only  one  step  from  the 
highest  ])lace,  he  was  pursued  by  a  clamorous 
host  of  creditors,  and  compelled  to  resort  to  a 
hundred  expedients  to  maintain  the  expensive 
establishments  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  a 
Vice-President's  dignity.  His  political  position 
was  as  hollow  as  his  social  eminence.  Mr.  Jefter- 
son  was  firmly  resolved  that  Aaron  Burr  should 
not  he  his  successor ;  and  the  great  families  of 
New  York,  whom  Burr  had  united  to  win  the  vic- 
tory over  Federalism,  were  now  united  to  bar  the 
further  advancement  of  a  man  whom  they  chose 
to  regard  as  an  interloper  and  a  parvenu.  If 
Burr's  private  life  had  been  stainless,  if  his  for- 
tune had  been  secure,  if  he  had  been  in  his  heart 
a  Republican  and  a  Democrat,  if  he  had  been  a 
man  earnest  in  the  peo])le's  cause,  if  even  his 
talents  had  been  as  superior  as  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be,  such  a  combination  of  powerful  fam- 
ilies and  political  influence  might  have  retarded, 
but  could  not  have  prevented,  his  advancement; 
for  he  was  still  in  the  prime  of  his  prime,  and 
the  people  naturally  side  with  a  man  who  is  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1804:,  Burr  sat  in  the  li- 
brary of  Richmond  Hill  writing  to  Tiieodosia. 
The  day  was  unseasonably  cold,  and  a  fire  blazed 
upon  the  hearth.  The  lord  of  the  mansion  was 
chilly  and  serious.  An  hour  before  he  had  taken 
the  step  which  made  the  duel  with  Hamilton  in- 
evitable, though  eleven  days  were  to  elapse  be- 
fore the  actual  encounter.  He  was  tempted  to 
prepare  the  mind  of  his  child  for  the  event,  but 
he  forebore.  Probably  his  mind  had  been  wan- 
dering into  the  past,  and  recalling  his  boyhood  ; 
for  he  quoted  a  line  of  poetry  which  he  had  been 
wont  to  use  in  those  early  days.  "Some  very 
wise  man  has  said,"  he  wrote, 

"'Oh,  fool.-^,  who  thluk  it  solitude  to  be  alone!' 
This  is  but  poetry.  Let  us,  therefore,  drop  the 
subject,  lest  it  lead  to  anothei*,  on  which  I  have 
imposed  silence  on  myself."  Then  he  ]n'ocecds, 
in  liis  usual  gay  and  agi'ceable  manner,  again 
nrging  her  to  go  on  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge. 
His  last  thoughts  before  going  to  the  field  were 
with  her  and  for  her.  His  last  request  to  her 
hu&ljand  was  that  he  should  do  all  that  in  him 
lay  to  encourage  her  to  improve  her  mind. 

The  bloody  deed  was  done.  Tiic  next  news 
Thcodosia  received  from  her  father  was  that  he 
was  a  fugitive  from  the  sudden  abhorrence  of 
his  fellow-citizens;  that  an  indictment  for  mur- 
der was  hanging  over  his  head  ;  that  his  career 
in  New  York  was,  in  all  probability,  over  for- 
ever :  and  that  he  was  destined  to  be  for  a  time 


a  wanderer  on  the  earth.  Her  hai)i)y  days  were 
at  an  end.  She  never  blamed  her  father  for 
this,  or  for  any  act  of  his ;  on  the  contrary,  she 
accepted  without  questioning  his  own  version 
of  the  facts,  and  his  own  view  of  the  morality 
of  what  he  had  done.  He  had  formed  her  mind 
and  tutored  her  conscience.  He  was  her  con- 
science. But  though  she  censured  him  not, 
her  days  and  nights  were  embittered  by  anxiety 
from  this  time  to  the  last  day  of  her  life.  A 
few  months  later  her  father,  black  with  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  travel  in  an  open  canoe,  reach- 
ed her  abode  in  South  Carolina,  and  spent  some 
weeks  there  before  appearing  for  the  last  time 
in  the  chair  of  the  Senate ;  for,  ruined  as  he 
was  in  fortune  and  good  name,  indicted  for 
murder  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  he  was 
still  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  was  resolved  to  reappear  upon  the  public 
scene,  and  do  the  duty  which  the  Constitution 
assigned  him. 

The  Mexican  scheme  followed.  Theodosia 
and  her  husband  were  both  involved  in  it.  Mr. 
Alston  advanced  money  for  the  project,  which 
was  never  repaid,  and  which,  in  his  will,  he 
forgave.  His  entire  loss,  in  consequence  of  his 
connection  with  that  affair,  may  be  reckoned  at 
about  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Theodosia  entire- 
ly and  warmly  approved  the  dazzling  scheme. 
The  throne  of  Mexico,  she  thought,  Avas  an  ob- 
ject worthy  of  her  father's  talents,  and  one 
which  would  repay  him  for  the  loss  of  a  brief 
tenure  of  the  Presidency,  and  be  a  sufficient 
triumph  over  the  men  who  were  supposed  to 
have  thwarted  him.  Her  boy,  too — would  he 
not  be  heir-presumptive  to  a  throne? 

The  recent  publication  of  the  "Blennerhas- 
sett  Papers"  ap])eai*s  to  dispel  all  that  remained 
of  the  mystery  which  the  secretive  Burr  chose 
to  leave  around  the  object  of  his  scheme.  We 
can  now  say  with  almost  absolute  certainty  tliat 
Burr's  objects  Avere  the  following :  The  throne 
of  Mexico  for  himself  and  his  heirs ;  the  seiz- 
ure and  organization  of  Texas  as  preliminary 
to  the  grand  design.  The  purchase  of  lands 
on  the  Washita  was  for  the  threefold  purpose 
of  veiling  the  real  object,  providing  a  rendez- 
vous, and  having  the  means  of  tempting  and 
rewarding  those  of  the  adventurers  who  were 
not  in  the  secret.  We  can  also  now  discover 
the  designed  distribution  of  honors  and  ])laces : 
Aaron  I.,  Emperor  ;  Joseph  Alston,  Head  of  the 
Nobility  and  Cliief  Minister ;  Aaron  Burr  Al- 
ston, heir  to  the  tlirone  ;  Theodosia,  Chief  Lady 
of  the  Court  and  Em])ire;  Wilkinson,  General- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  ;  Blermerhassett,  Embas- 
sador to  'the  Court  of  St.  James ;  Commodore 
Truxton  (perhaj)s),  Admiral  of  the  Navy.  There 
is  not  an  atom  of  new  evidence  which  warrants 
the  supposition  that  Burr  had  any  design  to 
sever  the  Western  States  from  the  Union.  If 
he  liimself  had  ever  contemj)lated  such  an  event, 
it  is  almost  unquestionable  that  his  followers 
were  ignorant  of  it. 

The  sclieme  exploded.  Theodosia  and  her 
husband  had  joined  him  at  the  home  of  the 
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Bleniierhassetts,  and  thcy«»vcrc  near  him  when 
the  President's  proclamation  dashed  the  scheme 
to  atoms,  scattered  the  l)and  of  adventurers,  and 
sent  Burr  a  jjrisoner  to  Richmond,  charged  with 
higlt  treason.  ]\[r.  Alston,  in  a  public  letter  to 
the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  solemnly  de- 
clared that  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  any  trea- 
sonable design  on  the  i)art  of  his  father-in-law, 
and  repelled  with  honest  warmth  the  charge  of 
ills  own  complicity  with  a  design  so  manifestly 
absurd  and  hopeless  as  that  of  a  dismemberment 
of  the  Union,  Theodosia,  stunned  with  the  un- 
expected blow,  returned  with  her  husband  to 
South  Carolina,  ignorant  of  her  fiither's  fate. 
He  was  carried  through  that  State  on  his  way 
to  the  North,  and  there  it  was  tliat  he  made  his 
Avell-known  attempt  to  api)eal  to  the  civil  au- 
thorities and  get  deliverance  from  the  guard  of 
soldiers.  From  Richmond  he  wrote  her  a  hasty 
note,  informing  her  of  his  arrest.  She  and  her 
liusband  joined  him  soon,  and  remained  with 
him  during  his  trial. 

At  Richmond,  during  the  six  months  of  the 
trial,  Burr  tasted  the  last  of  the  sweets  of  pop- 
nlarity.  The  party  opposed  to  Mr.  Jefferson 
made  his  cause  their  own,  and  gathered  round 
the  fallen  leader  with  ostentatious  sympathy  and 
aid.  Ladies  sent  him  bouquets,  wine,  and  daint- 
ies for  his  table,  and  Ijestowcd  upon  his  daugh- 
ter the  most  affectionate  and  flattering  atten- 
tions. Old  friends  from  New  York  and  new 
friends  from  the  West  were  there  to  cliecr  and 
helj)  the  prisoner.  Andrew  Jackson  w:is  con- 
spicuously his  friend  and  defender,  declaiming 
in  the  streets  upon  the  tyranny  of  the  Admin- 
istration and  the  perfidy  of  Wilkinson,  Burr's 
chief  accuser.  Washington  Irving,  then  in  the 
dawn  of  his  great  renown,  wlio  had  given  the 
first  efforts  of  his  youthful  pen  to  Burr's  news- 
paper, was  present  at  the  trial,  full  of  sympathy 
for  a  man  whom  he  believed  to  be  the  victim 
of  treachery  and  political  animosity.  Doubtless 
he  was  not  wanting  in  compassionate  homage 
to  the  young  matron  from  South  Carolina.  !Mr. 
Irving  was  then  a  lawyer,  and  had  been  retain- 
ed as  one  of  Burr's  counsel ;  not  to  render  serv- 
ice in  the  court-room,  but  in  tlie  expectation 
that  his  pen  would  be  employed  in  staying  the 
torrent  of  public  opinion  that  was  setting  against 
his  client.  Whether  or  not  he  wrote  in  his  be- 
half does  not  appear.  But  his  private  letters, 
written  at  Richmond  during  the  trial,  show 
plainly  enough  that,  if  his  head  was  puzzled  by 
the  confused  and  contradictory  evidence,  his 
heart  and  his  imagination  were  on  the  side  of 
the  prisoner. 

Theodosia's  presence  at  Richmond  was  of 
more  value  to  her  father  than  the  ablest  of  his 
coun'^cl.  Every  one  apjjcars  to  have  loved,  ad- 
mired, and  sym])athizcd  with  her.  "You  can't 
ihink,"  wrote  Mrs.  Blennerhassett,  "with  what 
joy  and  pride  I  read  what  Colonel  Burr  says 
of  his  daughter.  I  never  could  love  one  of  my 
own  sex  as  I  do  her."  Blennerhassett  himself 
was  not  less  her  friend.  Luther  Martin,  Burr's 
chief  counsel,  almost  worshiped  her.      "  I  find," 


wrote  Blennerhassett,  "that  Luther  Martin's 
idolatrous  admiration  of  Mrs.  Alston  is  almost 
as  excessive  as  my  own,  but  far  more  beneficial 
to  his  interest  and  injurious  to  his  judgment,  as 
it  is  the  medium  of  his  blind  attachment  to  her 
father,  whose  secrets  and  views,  ])ast,  present, 
or  to  come,  he  is  and  wishes  to  remain  ignorant 
of.  Nor  can  he  see  a  speck  in  the  character  or 
conduct  of  Alston,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons 
with  him,  namely,  that  Alston  has  such  a  wife." 
It  plainly  appears,  too,  from  the  letters  and  jour- 
nal of  Blennerhassett,  that  Alston  did  all  in  his 
pov;er  to  j)romote  the  acquittal  and  aid  the  fall- 
en fortunes  of  Burr,  and  that  he  did  so,  not  be- 
cause he  believed  in  him,  but  because  he  loved 
his  Tiieodosia. 

Acquitted  by  the  jury,  but  condemned  at  the 
bar  of  public  opinion,  denounced  by  the  press, 
abhorred  by  the  Republican  party,  and  still  pur- 
sued by  his  creditors,  Burr,  in  the  spring  of  1808, 
lay  concealed  at  New  York  preparing  for  a  se- 
cret flight  to  Euro])e.  Again  his  devoted  child 
traveled  northward  to  see  him  once  more  before 
he  sailed.  For  some  weeks  both  were  in  the 
city,  meeting  only  by  night  at  the  house  of  some 
tried  friend,  but  exchanging  notes  and  letters 
from  hour  to  hour.  One  v.hole  night  they  spent 
together,  just  before  his  departure.  To  her  he 
committed  his  papers,  the  accumulation  of  thir- 
ty busy  years ;  and  it  was  she  who  ^\  as  to  col- 
lect the  debts  due  him,  and  thus  provide  for  his 
maintenance  in  Euro])e. 

Burr  was  gay  and  confident  to  the  last,  for  lie 
was  strong  in  the  belief  that  the  British  Minis- 
try would  adopt  his  scheme  and  aid  in  tearing 
Mexico  from  the  grasp  of  Napoleon.  Theodosia 
was  sick  and  sorrowful,  but  bore  bravely  up  and 
won  her  father's  commendation  for  her  fortitude. 
In  one  of  the  early  days  of  June  father  and 
daughter  parted,  to  meet  no  more  on  earth. 

The  four  years  of  Burr's  fruitless  exile  Avcre 
to  Theodosia  years  of  misery.  She  could  not 
collect  the  debts  on  which  they  had  relied.  The 
embargo  reduced  the  rice-planters  to  extreme 
embarrassment.  Her  husband  no  longer  sym- 
pathized with  her  in  her  yearning  love  for  her 
father,  though  loving  her  as  tenderly  as  ever. 
Old  friends  in  New  Yoi'k  cooled  toward  her. 
Her  health  was  precarious.  JNIonths  passed 
without  bringing  a  word  from  over  the  sea  ;  and 
the  letters  that  did  reach  her,  lively  and  jovial 
as  they  were,  contained  no  good  news.  She 
saw  her  flither  expelled  from  England,  wander- 
ing aimless  in  Sweden  and  Gernumy,  almost  a 
prisoner  in  Paris,  reduced  to  live  on  potatoes 
and  dry  bread ;  while  his  own  countrymen  show- 
ed no  signs  of  relenting  toward  him.  In  many 
a  tender  j)assagc  she  praised  his  fortitude.  "I 
witness,"  she  wrote,  in  a  well-known  letter, 
"your  extraordinar}'  fortitude  with  new  wonder 
at  every  new  misfortune.  Often,  after  reflect- 
ing on  this  subject,  you  ai)pcar  to  me  so  sujicri- 
or,  so  elevated  above  all  other  men ;  I  contem- 
plate you  with  sucli  a  strange  mixture  of  humil- 
ity, admiration,  reverence,  love,  and  ]>ride,  tliat 
very  little   superstition  would  be  necessary  to 
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make  me  worship  you  as  a  superior  being ;  such 
enthusiasm  does  your  character  excite  in  nie. 
When  I  afterward  revert  to  myself,  how  insig- 
nificant do  ray  best  qualities,  appear !  My  vani- 
ty would  be  greater  if  I  had  not  been  placed  so 
near  you  ;  and  yet  my  ))ride  is  our  relationship. 
I  had  rather  not  live  tiuin  not  be  the  daughter 
of  such  a  man." 

Mr.  Madison  was  President  then.  In  other 
days  her  father  had  been  on  terms  of  peculiar 
intimacy  with  Madison  and  his  beautiful  and 
accomplished  wife.  Burr,  in  his  later  years, 
used  to  say  that  it  was  he  who  had  brought 
about  the  match  which  made  Mrs.  Madison  an 
inmate  of  the  Presidential  mansion.  With  the 
members  of  Madison's  Cabinet,  too,  he  had 
been  socially  and  politically  familiar.  When 
Theodosia  perceived  that  her  father  had  no  lon- 
ger a  hope  of  success  in  his  Mexican  project  slie 
became  anxious  for  his  return  to  America.  But 
against  this  was  the  probability  that  the  Admin- 
istration v/ould  again  arrest  him  and  bring  him 
to  trial  for  the  third  time.  Theodosia  ventured 
to  write  to  her  old  friend,  Albert  Gallatin,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  asking  him  to  interpose 
on  her  father's  behalf.  A  letter  still  more  in- 
teresting than  this  has  recently  come  to  light. 
It  w^as  addressed  by  Theodosia  to  Mrs.  Madi- 
son. The  coldest  heart  can  not  read  this  elo- 
quent and  pathetic  production  without  emotion. 
She  writes : 

"Madam, — You  may  perhaps  be  Furprised  at  receiving 
a  letter  from  one  witli  wliom  you  have  liad  so  little  inter- 
courrie  for  the  hi«t  few  ye?irs.  But  your  surprise  will  cease 
when  you  recollect  tliat  my  father,  once  your  friend,  is 
now  in  exile ;  and  that  the  President  only  can  restore  him 
to  me  and  his  country. 

'"■  l^ver  since  the  clu^ice  of  the  people  was  first  declared 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Madison,  my  lieart,  amid  the  universal 
joy,  has  beat  with  the  iK^ia  tliat  I,  too,  should  soon 
have  reason  to  rejoice.  Convinced  that  Mr.  Madison 
would  neither  feel  nor  judge  from  the  feelings  or  judg- 
ment of  others,  I  had  no  doubt  of  his  Iiastening  to  relieve 
a  man  whose  character  he  had  been  enabled  to  appreciate 
during  a  confidential  intercourse  of  h^ng  continuance,  and 
whom  [lie]  must  know  incapable  of  tire  designs  attributed 
to  him  My  anxiety  on  this  subject  has,  however,  become 
too  painful  to  be  alleviated  by  anticipations  which  no  events 
have  yet  tended  to  justify  ;  and  in  this  state  of  intolerable 
susp^-nse  I  have  determined  to  address  myself  to  you,  and 
request  that  you  will,  in  ')ny  name.,  apply  to  the  President 
for  a  removal  of  tlie  prosecution  now  existing  against  Aaron 
BuiiR.  I  still  expect  it  from  liim  as  a  man  of  feeling  and 
candor,  as  one  acting  for  the  world  and  fur  posterity. 

"•'  Statesmen,  I  am  aware,  deem  it  necessary  that  senti- 
ments of  liberality,  and  even  justice,  sliould  yield  to  con- 
siderations of  policy  ,  but  what  policy  can  require  the  ab- 
sence of  my  father  at  present?  Even  had  he  contemplat- 
ed the  project  for  which  he  stands  arraigned,  evidently  to 
pursue  it  any  further  would  now  be  impossible.  Theie  is 
not  left  one  pretext  of  alarm  even  to  calumny ;  for  bereft 
of  fortune,  of  popular  favor,  and  almost  of  friends,  what 
could  he  accomplish?  And  whatever  may  be  the  appre- 
hensions or  the  clamors  of  the  ignorant  and  the  interest- 
ed, surely  the  timid,  illiberal  system  which  would  sacrifice 
a  man  to  a  remote  and  unreasonable  possibility  that  he 
might  infringe  nomo  law  founded  on  an  unjust,  unwar- 
rantable suspicion  that  he  would  desire  it,  can  not  be  ap- 
proved by  Mr.  Madison,  and  must  lie  unnecessary  to  a 
President  so  loved,  so  honored.  Why,  then,  is  my  father 
banished  from  a  country  for  which  he  has  encountered 
wounds  and  dangers  and  fatigue  for  years?  Why  is  he 
driven  from  his  friends,  from  an  only  child,  to  pass  an 
unlimited  time  in  exile,  and  that,  too,  at  an  age  when 
others  are  reaping  the  harvest  of  past  toils,  or  ought  at 
least  to  be  providing  seriously  for  the  comfort  of  ensuing 
years?  I  do  not  seek  to  soften  you  by  this  recapitulation. 
I  only  wish  to  remind  you  of  all  the  injuries  which  are  in- 
flicted on  one  of  the  first  characters  the  United  States  ever 
produced. 


"  Perhaps  it  may  be  well  to  assure  you  there  is  no  truth 
in  a  report  lately  circulated  that  my  father  intends  re- 
turning immediately.  He  never  will  return  to  conceal 
himself  in  a  country  on  which  he  has  conferred  distinction. 

"To  whatever  fate  ^Ir.  Madison  may  doom  this  appli- 
cation, I  trust  it  Avill  be  treated  with  delicacy.  Of  this  I 
am  the  more  desirous  as  Mr.  Alston  is  ignorant  of  the  step 
I  have  taken  in  writing  to  you,  which,  i)er!iaps,  nothing 
could  excuse  but  the  warmth  of  filial  aftection.  If  it  b.f 
an  error,  attribute  it  to  the  indiscreet  zeal  of  a  daughter 
whose  soul  sinks  at  the  gloomy  prospect  of  a  long  and  in- 
definite separation  from  a  father  almost  adored,  and  who 
can  leave  unattempted  nothing  wliich  offers  the  slighte-t 
hope  of  procuring  him  redress.  What,  indeed,  would  I 
not  risk  once  more  to  see  him,  to  hang  upon  him,  to  place 
my  child  on  his  knee,  and  again  spend  my  days  in  the 
happy  occupation  of  endeavoring  to  anticipate  all  his 
wishes. 

"Let  me  entreat,  my  dear  Madam,  that  you  will  have 
the  consideration  and  goodness  to  answer  me  as  speedily 
as  possible;  my  heart  is  sore  with  doubt  and  patient  wait- 
ing for  something  definitive.  No  apologies  are  made  fo;- 
giving  you  this  trouble,  which  1  am  sure  you  will  not  deem 
irksome  to  take  for  a  daughter,  an  affectionate  daughtc  r 
thus  situated.  Inclo  e  your  letter  for  me  to  A.  J.  Frederic 
Prevost,  Esq..  near  New  Itochelle,  New  York. 

"That  every  happiness  may  attend  you, 
is  the  sincere  wish  of 

"TiiEO.  BuKii  Alston." 

This  letter  was  probably  not  ineffectual.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  Government  offered  no  serious 
obstacle  to  Burr's  return,  and  instituted  no  fur- 
ther proceedings  against  him.  Probably,  too, 
Theodosia  received  some  kind  of  assurance  to 
this  effect,  for  we  find  her  urging  her  father,  not 
only  to  return,  but  to  go  boldly  to  New  York 
among  his  old  friends,  and  resume  there  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  The  great  danger  to 
be  apprehended  was  from  his  creditors,  who  thei-i 
had  power  to  confine  a  debtor  within  limits,  if 
not  to  throw  him  into  prison.  '■^  If  the  ivorst 
comes  to  the  worst,"  wrote  this  fond  and  devoted 
daughter,  "  /  will  leave  ev.erij  tiling  to  svffer  icith 
you."     The  italics  are  her  own. 

He  came  at  length.  He  landed  in  Boston, 
and  sent  word  of  his  arrival  to  Theodosia.  Re- 
joiced as  she  was,  she  replied  vaguely,  partly  in 
cipher,  fearing  lest  her  letter  might  be  opened  on 
the  way,  and  the  secret  of  her  father's  arrival  be 
prematurely  disclosed.  She  told  him  that  her 
own  health  was  tolerable ;  that  her  cliild,  tiien 
a  fine  boy  of  eleven,  was  well;  that  "his  little 
soul  warmed  at  the  sound  of  his  grandfather's 
name;"  and  that  his  education,  under  a  com- 
petent tutor,  was  proceeding  satisfactorily.  She 
gave  directions  respecting  her  father's  hoped-for 
journey  to  South  Carolina  in  the  course  of  the 
summer ;  and  advised  him,  in  case  war  should 
be  declared  with  England,  to  offer  his  services 
to  the  Government.  He  reached  New  York  in 
May,  1812,  and  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  inform- 
ing his  daughter  that  his  reception  had  been 
more  friendly  than  he  could  have  expected,  and 
that  in  time  his  prospects  were  fair  of  a  suffi- 
ciently lucrative  practice. 

Surely  now,  after  so  many  years  of  anxiety 
and  sorrow,  Theodosia — still  a  young  woman, 
not  thirty  years  of  age,  still  enjoying  her  hus- 
band's love — might  have  reasonaldy  expected  a 
happy  life.  Alas !  there  was  no  more  happiness 
in  store  for  her  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  The 
first  letter  which  Burr  received  from  his  son-in- 
law  after  his  arrival  in  New  York  contained  news 
which  struck  him  to  the  heart. 
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"A  few  miserable  weeks  since,"  writes  INIr.  Al- 
ston, "and  in  s]nte  of  all  the  embarrassments,  the 
troubles,  and  disappointments  which  have  fallen  to 
our  lot  since  we  ])artcd,  I  would  have  congratulated 
you  on  your  return  in  the  language  of  happiness. 
With  my  wile  on  one  side  and  my  boy  on  the  other, 
I  felt  myself  superior  to  depression.  The  present 
was  enjoyed,  the  future  was  anticipated  with  en- 
thusiasm. One  dreadful  blow  has  destroyed  us; 
reduced  us  to  the  veriest,  the  most  sublimated 
wretchedness.  That  boy,  on  whom  all  rested ;  our 
companion,  our  friend — he  Avho  was  to  have  trans- 
mitted down  the  mingled  blood  of  Thoodosia  and 
myself — he  who  was  to  have  redeemed  all  your  glory, 
and  shed  new  lustre  upon  our  familit'S — that  boy,  at 
once  our  hapi)iness  and  our  ])ride,  is  taken  from  us — 
is  dfci'l.  "We  saw  him  dead.  My  own  hand  sur- 
rendered him  to  the  grave ;  yet  we  are  alive.  But 
it  is  past.  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  life  is  a 
burden,  which,  heavy  as  it  is,  we  shall  both  support, 
if  not  Avith  dignity,  at  least  with  decency  and  tirm- 
uess.  Theodosia  has  endured  all  that  a  human  be- 
ing could  endure ;  but  her  admirable  mind  Avill  tri- 
umph. She  supports  herself  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
your  daughter." 

The  mother's  heart  was  almost  broken. 

"There  is  no  more  J03'  for  me,"  she  wrote.  "The 
world  is  a  blank.  I  have  lost  my  boy.  M}"-  child 
is  gone  ibrever.  ISIay  Heaven,  by  other  blessings, 
make  you  some  amends  for  the  noble  grandson  you 
have  lost !  Alas !  my  dear  father,  I  do  live,  but 
how  does  it  happen  ?  Of  what  am  I  formed  that  I 
live,  and  why  ?  Of  what  service  can  I  be  in  this 
worhl,  either  to  you  or  any  one  else,  Avith  a  body  re- 
duced to  premature  old  age,  and  a  mind  enfeebled 
and  bcAvildered?  Yet,  since  it  is  my  lot  to  Ha^c,  I 
will  endeavor  to  fulfill  my  part,  and  exert  myself 
to  my  utmost,  though  this  life  must  henceforth  be 
to  me  a  bed  of  thorns.  WhicheA'er  Avaj'-  I  turn  tlie 
same  anguish  still  assails  me.  You  talk  of  consola- 
tion. Ah  !  you  knoAV  not  Avhat  you  liaA'e  lost.  I 
think  Omnipotence  could  give  me  no  equivalent  for 
my  boy;  no,  none — none." 

She  could  not  be  comforted.  Her  health  gaA-e 
way.  Her  husband  thought  that  if  any  thing 
could  restore  her  to  tranquillity  and  health  it 
Avould  be  the  society  of  her  father ;  and  so,  at 
the  beginning  of  Avinter,  it  was  resolved  that  she 
should  attempt  the  dangerous  voyage.  Her  fa- 
ther sent  a  medical  friend  from  New  York  to 
attend  hei'. 

"Mr.  Alston,"  wrote  this  gentleman,  "seemed 
rather  hurt  that  you  should  conceive  it  necessary  to 
send  a  person  here,  as  he  or  one  of  his  brothers 
would  attend  Mrs.  Alston  to  Ncav  York.  I  told 
him  you  had  some  opinion  of  my  medical  talents ; 
that  you  had  learned  3'our  daughter  Avas  in  a  Ioav 
state  of  health,  and  required  unusual  attention,  and 
medical  attention  on  her  voyage ;  that  I  had  torn 
myself  from  my  family  to  perform  this  service  for 
my  friend." 

And  again,  a  feAv  days  after : 

"I  have  engaged  a  passage  to  Ncav  York  for 
your  daugliter  in  a  pilot-boat  that  has  been  out  pri- 
vateering, but  has  come  in  here,  and  is  refitting 
merely  to  get  to  New  York.  My  only  fears  are  that 
GoA'ernor  Alston  may  tliiid;  tlie  mode  of  couA'ey- 
ance  too  undignified,  and  object  to  it;  but  Mrs. 


Alston  is  fully  bent  on  going.  You  must  not  be 
surprised  to  see  her  A'ery  low,  feeble,  and  emaciated. 
Her  complaint  is  an  almost  incessant  nervous  fe- 
ver." 

The  rest  is  known.  The  A'essel  sailed.  Off 
Cape  Hatteras,  during  a  gale  that  swept  the 
coast  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  the  pilot-boat  Avent 
down,  and  not  one  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.  The 
vessel  Avas  never  heard  of  more.  So  perished  this 
noble,  gifted,  ill-starred  lady. 

The  agonizing  scenes  that  folloAved  may  be  im- 
agined. Father  and  Imsband  Averekcj)t  long  in 
suspense.  Even  Avhen  many  Aveeks  had  elapsed 
Avithout  bringing  tidings  of  the  A'essel,  there  still 
remained  a  forlorn  hope  that  some  of  her  pas- 
sengers might  have  been  rescued  by  an  outward- 
bound  ship,  and  might  return,  after  a  year  or 
two  had  gone  by,  from  some  distant  port.  Burr, 
it  is  said,  acquired  a  habit,  Avhen  Avalking  upon 
the  Battery,  of  looking  Avistfully  doAvn  the  har- 
bor at  the  arriving  ships,  as  if  still  cherishing  a 
faint,  fond-  hope  that  his  Theo  was  coming  to 
him  from  the  other  side  of  the  world.  AVIien, 
years  after,  the  tale  Avas  brought  to  him  that  his 
daughter  had  been  carried  off  by  pirates  and 
might  be  still  aliA-e,  he  said:  "No,  no,  no;  if 
my  Theo  had  surA'ived  that  storm,  she  Avould 
haA-e  found  her  AA'ay  to  me.  Nothing  could  have 
kept  my  Theo  from  her  father." 

It  Avas  these  sad  CA'ents,  the  loss  of  his  daugh- 
ter and  her  boy,  that  severed  Aaron  Burr  from 
the  human  race.  Hope  died  Avithin  him.  Ambi- 
tion died.  He  yielded  to  his  doom,  and  Avalked 
among  men,  not  melancholy,  but  indifferent, 
reckless,  and  alone.  With  his  daughter  and  his 
grandson  to  \i\e  and  strive  for,  he  might  have 
done  something  in  his  later  years  to  redeem  his 
name  and  atone  for  his  errors.  Bereft  of  these, 
he  had  not  in  his  moral  nature  that  Avhich  en- 
ables men  Avho  have  gone  astray  to  repent  and 
begin  a  better  life. 

Theodosia's  death  broke  her  husband's  heart. 
FcAV  letters  are  so  affecting  as  the  one  Avliich  he 
Avrote  to  Burr  Avhen,  at  length,  the  certainty  of 
her  loss  could  no  longer  be  resisted. 

"My  boy — my  Avife — gone  both  !  This,  then,  is 
the  end  of  all  the  hopes  Ave  had  formed.  You  may 
Avell  obsen'e  that  you  feel  severed  from  the  human 
race.     She  Avas  the  last  tie  that  bound  us  to  the 

species.     What  have  we  left  ? Yet,  after  all,  he 

is  a  poor  actor  Avho  can  not  sustain  his  little  hour 
upon  the  stage,  be  his  part  Avhat  it  may.  But  the 
man  who  has  been  deemed  Avorthy  of  the  heart  of 
Theodosia  Jiitrr^  and  avIio  lias  felt  Avhat  it  Avas  to  be 
blessed  Avith  such  a  Avoman's,  Avill  never  forget  his 
elevation." 

He  surviA'ed  his  wife  four  yearst  Among  the 
papers  of  Theodosia  Avas  found,  after  her  death, 
a  letter  Avhich  she  had  Avrittcn  a  few  years  be- 
fore she  died,  at  a  time  Avhen  she  sup])osed  her 
end  Avas  near.  U])on  the  cuA-clope  Avas  Avrittcn, 
"  My  husband.  To  be  deliA'cred  after  my  deatli. 
I  Avish  this  to  be  read  immediafeli/,  and  before 
my  burial."  Her  husband  never  saAv  it,  for  he 
never  had  the  courage  to  look  into  the  trunk 
that   contained  her   treasures.      But  after   his 
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death  the  trunk  was  sent  to  Burr,  who  found 
and  preserved  this  affecting  composition.  We 
can  not  conclude  our  narra^tive  more  fitly  than 
by  transcribing  the  thoughts  that  burdened  the 
heart  of  Theodosia  in  view  of  her  departure  from 
the  world.  First,  she  gave  directions  respecting 
the  disposal  of  her  jewelry  and  trinkets,  giving 
to  each  of  her  friends  some  token  of  her  love. 
Then  she  besought  her  husband  to  provide  at 
once  for  the  support  of  "Peggy,"  an  aged  serv- 
ant of  her  father,  formerly  housekeeper  at  Kich- 
mond  Hill,  to  whom,  in  her  father's  absence, 
she  had  contrived  to  pay  a  small  pension.  She 
then  proceeded  in  these  affecting  terms ; 

"To  you,  my  beloved,  I  leave  our  child;  the 
child  of  my  bosom,  who  was  once  a  part  of  myself, 
and  from  whom  I  shall  shortly  be  separated  by  the 
cold  grave.  You  love  him  now ;  henceforth  love 
him  for  me  also.  And  oh,  my  husband,  attend  to 
this  last  prayer  of  a  doting  mother.  Never,  never 
listen  to  what  an}'^  other  person  tells  you  of  him. 
Be  yourself  his  judge  on  all  occasions.  He  has 
faults;  see  them,  and  correct  them  yourself.  De- 
sist not  an  instant  from  your  endeavors  to  secure 
his  confidence.  It  is  a  work  which  requires  as 
much  uniformity  of  conduct  as  warmth  of  affection 
toward  him.  I  know,  my  beloved,  that  you  can 
perceive  what  is  right  on  this  subject  as  on  every 
other.  But  recollect,  these  are  the  last  words  I  can 
ever  utter.  It  will  tranquilize  m}^  last  moments  to 
have  disburdened  myself  of  them. 

"I  fear  you  will  scarcely  be  able  to  read  this 
scrawl,  but  I  feel  hurried  and  agitated.  Death  is 
not  welcome  to  me.  I  confess  it  is  ever  dreaded. 
You  have  made  me  too  fond  of  life.      Adieu,  then, 


thou  kind,  thou  tender  husband.  Adieu,  friend  of 
my  heart.  May  Heaven  prosper  you,  and  may  we 
meet  hereafter.  Adieu  ;  perhaps  we  ma}'  never  see 
each  other  again  in  this  world.  You  are  awav,  I 
wished  to  liold  you  fast,  and  prevented  you  from 
going  this  morning.  But  He  who  is  wisdom  itself 
ordains  events ;  we  must  submit  to  them.  Least 
of  all  should  I  murmur.  I,  on  whom  so  many  bless- 
ings have  been  showered  —  whose  days  have  been 
numbered  by  bounties — who  have  had  such  a  hus- 
band, such  a  child,  and  such  a  father.  Oh  pardon 
me,  my  God,  if  I  regret  leaving  these.  I  resign 
myself.  Adieu,  once  more,  and  for  the  last  time, 
my  beloved.  Speak  of  me  often  to  our  son.  Let 
him  love  the  memory  of  his  mother,  and  let  him 
know  how  he  Avas  loved  by  her.  Your  wife,  }'our 
fond  wife,  Theo. 

"  Let  my  father  see  my  son  sometimes.  Do  not 
be  unkind  toward  him  whom  I  have  loved  so  much, 
I  beseech  you.  Burn  all  my  papers  except  my  fa- 
ther's letters,  which  I  beg  you  to  return  him.  Adieu, 
my  sweet  boy.  Love  your  father ;  be  grateful  and 
affectionate  to  him  while  he  lives;  be  the  pride  of 
liis  meridian,  the  support  of  his  departing  days.  Be 
all  that  lie  wishes  ;  for  lie  made  your  mother  happy. 
Oh  !  my  heavenly  Father,  bless  them  both.  If  it 
is  permitted,  I  will  hover  round  you,  and  guard  you, 
and  intercede  for  you.  I  hope  for  hap])iness  in  the 
next  world,  for  I  have  not  been  bad  in  this. 

"  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  say  that  I  charge  you 
not  to  allow  me  to  be  stripped  and  washed,  as  is 
usual.  I  am  pure  enough  thus  to  return  to  dust. 
Why,  then,  expose  m}'  person  ?  Pray  see  to  this. 
If  it  does  not  appear  contradictory  or  silly,  I  beg  to 
be  kept  as  long  as  possible  before  I  am  consigned  to 
the  earth." 


MissiisrG. 


ll/riSSING !  missing  the  record  said, 
-^  -^  But  whether  living,  or  Avhether  dead. 

No  one  knew,  no  one  could  tell ; 
They  saw  him  with  his  sword  in  hand, 
They  heard  him  give  the  stern  command 


The  tide  of  battle  may  have  swept 
Ilim  o'er  the  ditch — a  prisoner,  kept 

Alive  and  guarded  by  the  foe ; 
He  may  be  wounded — suff''ring  pain, 
Uncared  for,  on  the  dreary  plain  ; 


To  "Forward!   charge  !"  then  as  the  swell  Wounded?    Or  missing?    Dead?    Ah  no ! 


Of  waves  that  break  along  the  beach 
They  dashed  into  the  deadly  breach, 

Their  bayonets  like  a  wave  of  steel ! 
Undaunted  by  the  battle  shock — 
Enclouded  in  the  cannon  smoke, 

They  still  pressed  on  for  woe  or  weal. 

Right  up  into  the  cannon's  breath — 
Right  up  into  the  jaws  of  death, 

They  hewed  their  way  with  steel  and  lead. 
Till  when  the  tide  of  battle  turned, 
And  up  the  east  the  round  moon  burned 

To  look  upon  a  sea  of  dead. 


If  dead,   he  died  a  patriot's  death  ; 
If  dead,  he  used  his  latest  breath 

To  urge  the  shatter'd  column  on — 
The  latest  motion  of  his  hand 
To  steady  on  his  wavering  band 

To  battle  till  tlie  day  was  won 


0  God  !  how  long  is  our  suspense  ? 
But  great,  O  God !   our  recompense 

For  all  this  sorrow,  blood,  and  woe! 
Our  Hope  is  sure ;    serene  our  Faitli 
To  battle  on  through  Life  and  Death 

Till  Victory  crowns  us,  o'er  the  foe ! 
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THE  :mtlttary  hospitals  at  fortress  moxroe. 
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THE  HAMPTON  HOSPITAL. 


rpiHERE  ave  thousands  in  our  land  who  have 
JL  liad,  and  who  still  have,  friends  sick  and 
wounded  in  the  general  hosi)itaIs  of  the  United 
States.  Many  a  patriotic  father  has  his  heart 
torn  with  anguish  as  ho  reads  the  name  of  his 
own  son  in  the  list  of  the  wounded.  Many  a 
heroic  mother,  who  girded  her  son  with  her  own 
hand  for  this  most  holy  war  for  hinnan  rights, 
can  not  sleep  at  night  as  she  thinks  of  her  loved 
boy,  bleeding,  languisliing,  far  away  from  friends, 
in  the  wards  of  a  hospital.  It  is  indeed  a  sad 
lot.  And  yet  few  of  these  sorrowing  ones  have 
any  conception  of  the  abounding  comforts  which 
the  GoA'crnment  has  provided  for  its  stricken 
soldiers — comforts  generally  vastly  greater  than 
could  possibly  be  enjoyed  at  home.  The  writer, 
having  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  many  of  our 
hospitals,  and  liaving  become  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  vast  hospitals  established  at 
Old  Point  Comfort,  lias  thought  that  he  would 
render  humanity  a  service  in  giving  in  this 
widely-circulated  ]\Ingazine  a  detailed  account, 
witii  full  illustrations,  of  the  treatment  whicii  a 
gratefid  nation  has  provided  for  its  sick  and 
wounded  defenders. 

I._L0CATI0N. 

The  James  and  York  rivers,  running  nearly 

parallel  to  each  other  for  a  distance  of  about 

forty  miles,  and  enii)tying  into  Chesapeake  Bay 

near  its  mouth,  form  a  peninsula,  now  render- 


ed forever  memorable  by  the  casualties  of  v.-nr. 
The  land  is  generally  a  fertile  plain,  beneath 
sunny  skies,  and  enjoying  a  genial  clime  which 
neither  Tuscany  nor  Florence  can  rival.  Its 
winters  are  just  cool  enough  to  invigorate  the 
frame,  but  never  to  impede  the  movements  of 
the  plow.  Tlierc  are  few  spots  on  the  globe 
more  attractive.  When  the  energies  of  free- 
dom shall  have  felled  its  forests  and  drained  its 
marshes,  and  spread  over  its  beautiful  expanse 
villages  and  schools  and  churches,  it  will  not  be 
easy  to  find,  upon  our  continent  another  region 
more  desirable  for  a  home.  At  the  end  of  this 
])eninsnla,  jutting  out  into  the  majestic  bay,  there 
is  an  almost  island  of  about  a  hundred  acres,  con- 
nected with  the  main  land  by  two  narrow  strips 
of  sand.  This  island  is  the  site  of  Fortress  IMon- 
roe,  the  strongest  and  most  capacious  fortifica- 
tion of  our  country,  embracing,  with  its  massive 
walls,  its  moat,  and  its  water  batteries,  about 
seventy  acres.  Its  ran)]>arts  frown  witli  the  most 
formidable  enginery  of  war  which  military  art 
has  as  yet  constructed.  At  the  present  writing 
General  Butler,  commandant  of  this  dcjiart- 
ment,  has  his  head-cpiarters  in  one  of  the  fine 
mansions  within  the  fort.  And  in  this  connec- 
tion I  can  not  refrain  from  saying,  that,  after 
having  spent  several  weeks  in  exploring  tin's 
whole  department,  and  seeing  every  wjicre  the 
impress  of  General  Butler's  administrative  en- 
ergy, I  must  regard  him  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
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traordinm-y  executive  officers  which  any  age  has 
produced. 

Crossing  the  narrow  sand  bur  from  the  fortress, 
along  the  phiin  for  tlie  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
lialf,  through  a  wilderness  of  tents,  and  swarm- 
ingsoldiers  and  cavalry  encampments,  and  groups 
of  ha])])y  contrabands,  with  liorsemen  gallojnng 
to  and  fro,  and  enormous  wagons  drawn  l)y  six 
mules,  and  bursts  of  music  from  bugles  and  mar- 
tial bands,  and  floating  banners,  and  rattling 
musketry  from  ycmng  troops  learning  the  art  of 
war  in  all  the  varieties  of  battle,  one  comes  to 
a  large  and  splendid  edifice  called  the  Chesa- 
peake Hospital.  It  rises  three  stories  above  a 
high  basement.  Its  lofty  dome,  surmounted  by 
the  hosjjital  flag,  can  be  seen  from  far.  Its  broad 
veranda,  massively  pillared,  looks  out  upon  a 
harbor  which  has  scarcely  a  rival  on  this  globe, 
wdiere  our  whole  navy  might  ride  safely,  and 
which  God  made  not  for  a  petty  State  but  for 
a  majestic  nation.  In  the  distance  are  seen  the 
estuaries  of  the  James  and  the  Elizabeth  rivers, 
and  the  heavily-wooded  shores  of  Newport  News 
and  Sewall's  Point.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  be- 
yond, their  spacious  gardens  joining,  is  the  Unit- 
ed States  General  Hospital,  Hampton.  These 
two  spacious  hospitals,  recently  united  under  the 
same  Surgeon-in-charge,  Dr.  E.  M'Clellan,  may 
now  be  regarded  as  essentially  one.  Still  they 
are  in  some  respects  so  dissimilar  as  to  require 
individuality  of  description. 

ir BUILDINGS. 

The  Hampton  Hospital  consists  of  a  very  pic- 
turesque  village  of  about  thirty  cottage  liouses, 
each  125  feet  long  and  25  feet  in  width.  These 
buildings  are  placed,  as  soldiers  Avould  say,  en 
echelon,  forming  a  triangle,  embracing  within 
its  spacious  area  a  lawn  of  many  acres,  traversed 
by  walks  and  lined  by  young  shade  trees.  The 
hand  of  taste  has  scattered  here  and  tliere  beds 
of  blooming  shrubbery  and  of  flowei'S.  Most  of 
these  cottages  are  called  hosj)itai  ic-ards,  con- 
taining fifty  beds  each.  These  spacious  rooms 
are  open  to  the  ridge,  which  is  18  feet  high,  and 
are  well  warmed  and  thoroughly  ventilated  by 
ridge  ventilation.  Each  one  is  lighted  by  twen- 
ty-four windows,  and  is  kept  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect neatness  which  the  most  accom]>lished  New 
England  housewife  can  not  excel. 

The  advantages  of  the  cottage  form  of  the 
wards  are  manifest.  There  are  no  stairs  to  climb. 
The  ventilation  is  ]jerfect.  There  are  no  im])ure 
exhalations  ascending  from  the  rooms  below  to 
those  above.  The  patients  from  their  cots  can 
look  out  from  the  numerous  windows  upon  the 
verdant  lawn,  the  foliage,  the  flowers,  the  spark- 
ling sea.  The  convalescents  can  easily  reach 
the  grass,  and  the  rose-buds,  and  the  shade.  In 
case  of  fire  the  sick  and  the  wounded  can  in- 
stantly be  removed. 

There  are  also  many  advantages  in  having 
tlie  sick  collected  together.  It  is  only  on  some 
momentous  occasion,  as  after  a  great  l^attle,  that 
these  wards  areentirely  full.  There  may  be  usual- 
ly ten,  lifteen,  or  twenty  in  a  room.    The  soldiers, 


accustomed  to  the  most  social  life  known  upon 
earth,  would  be  very  lonely  in  separate  rooms. 
In  the  ward  they  are  company  for  each  other. 
The  vast  majority  of  them  are  not  seriously  sick. 
They  are  continually  getting  well  and  leaving. 
The  hospital  ward  is  by  no  means  ordinarily 
that  scene  of  sufl(;ring  and  of  misery  which  many 
suppose.  The  annexed  view  is  not  a  fancy 
sketch,  but  was  taken  on  the  spot  by  jdiotograjjhy. 
This  hospital  has  held  eighteen  hundred  men  in 
its  tents  and  wards.  Perhaps  two  or  three  hun- 
dred may  be  able  to  be  sauntering  over  the 
grounds.  Some  are  sitting  up  in  their  beds 
reading;  others  talking  or  singing,  or  playing 
chess  or  checkers.  Several  hundreds  may  sit 
down  together  at  the  dining-table.  The  wound- 
ed man,  whose  honorable  wound  is  healing,  and 
who  is  soon  to  be  discharged  to  go  home  to  his 
friends,  is  often  the  happiest  of  men.  The  sick 
man,  who  is  getting  well,  sees  a  smile  in  every 
blade  of  grass,  and  hears  a  song  of  joy  in  every 
Avhisper  of  the  breeze. 

A  general  hospital  is  indeed  a  little  city  by 
itself,  containing  all  the  choicest  appliances  of 
civilized  life.  In  addition  to  the  wards  for  the 
])atients  we  have  here  another  long  cottage  edi- 
fice, 175  feet  long  by  25  feet  wide,  called  the 
Medical  Ofiicers'  Quarters,  This  building  is  cut 
up  into  a  series  of  compartments  10  feet  wide, 
and  extending  across  the  edifice  25  feet.  The 
ajiartment  thus  formed  is  divided  into  a  bed- 
room and  sitting-room,  with  a  central  door.  Here 
many  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  hospital 
have  their  homes. 

This  building  also  contains  a  kitchen  and  din- 
ing-room for  the  occupant  families.  There  is 
another  building,  of  the  same  size,  called  The 
Non-Coininissioyied  Officers'  QuaTters,  where  the 
stewards,  female  nurses,  and  other  attendaiits 
reside.  This  also  contains,  besides  the  general 
steward's  store-house,  a  kitchen,  and  a  dining- 
room  for  the  non-commissioned  oflScers.  Just  in 
the  rear  of  these,  at  the  base  of  the  triangle,  there 
is  another  long  building,  containing  the  hospital 
office,  which  consists  of  the  private  office  of  the 
surgeon  in  charge;  the  general  office,  where  the 
patients  come  if  they  wish  to  see  the  doctor; 
the  linen  room;  the  hospital  post  and  express 
office ;  and  the  printing-office.  In  the  centre 
of  the  triangle  are  two  long  commodious  build- 
ings occuj)ied  as  kitchens  and  dining-rooms  for 
the  patients.  There  is  also  a  camp  of  hospital 
tents  just  outside  of  the  triangle,  containing  one 
hundred  beds.  These  tents,  which  are  much 
sought  for  by  the  convalescents,  are  floored  and 
warmed,  and  in  all  respects  rendered  exceeil- 
ingly  comfortable.  This  pleasant  little  cluster 
of  eleven  tents  is  called  The  Convalescents'  Canij>. 
In  addition,  to  make  uj)  the  font  ensemble  of 
this  compact  little  hospital  village,  we  have  the 
Dead-house,  the  Coal-yard,  the  Negro  Quarters, 
the  Bathing-houses,  the  Store-houses,  and  the 
Stables.  The  sketch  at  the  head  of  this  ])a])er 
will  give  the  reader  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  gen- 
eral a])pearance  and  arrangement  of  the  build- 
ings.   A  little  to  the  left  of  the  scene  represented 
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is  the  country  seat  of  the  late  President  John 
Tyler,  His  parlor  is  now  used  as  a  school-room 
for  contraband  children.  The  remainder  of  tlic 
house  is  occupied  by  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  and 
his  interesting  family  of  ladies  from  the  North, 
who  are  doinp;  what  thev  can  to  confer  the  bless- 


food  which  is  served.  The  Dispensing  Steward 
has  charge  of  the  apothecary's  shop,  and  the 
issue  of  medicines  and  hospital  stores.  He  is 
responsible  for  exiiry  ])rescription  sent  to  the  pa- 
tients ;  must  pre])are  all  important  ones  with  his 
own  hand,  and  must  kec])  all  poisons  under  lock 


ings  of  education  upon  a  race  just  emerging  !  and  key.  Each  of  tliese  stewards  has  from  two 
from  barbarism,  A  little  beyond  this  is  the  j  to  three  assistants.  Tlic  apothecary's  shop  would 
former  mansion  of  the  late  United  States  Sen-  ,  be  regarded  as  a  first-class  shop  in  any  city  of 
ator  INIallory.  He  is  now,  it  is  said,  a  member  our  land,  containing  all  the  medicines  in  com- 
of  the  rebel  Congress.      His  broad  acres  are  con-   mon  use,  of  the  purest  quality,  and  all  approved 


stimulants. 

Captain  Allen  Shejipard,  of  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps,  is  in  command  of  the  military  and 
police  force  of  the  Ham])ton  Hospital.  He  has 
a  camp  of  convalescents,  has  charge  of  the  arm- 
ory, attends  to  the  patrols,  and  in  case  of  any 
internal  disturbance  or  external  assault  could 
promptly  bring  quite  a  formidable  force  into  the 


tlscatcd,  and  many  of  them,  included  in  the  hos- 
pital farm,  are  bearing  abundant  food  for  the 
invalid  soldiers  of  the  Union.  His  residence 
offers  a  very  commodious  dwelling  for  the  sui*- 
geon  in  charge  of  these  hospitals, 

III GENERAL  ORGANIZATION. 

The  administration  of  this  important  institu- 
tion is  simplified  and  facilitated  by  three  divi-  i  field. 

sions.  Each  of  these  divisions  is  presided  over  I  The  washing  of  the  hospital  is  done  by  con- 
by  a  hospital  steward.  The  first  or  General  traband  washer-women,  more  than  one  hundred 
Steward  has  charge  of  all  the  wards,  clothing,  j  of  whom  are  often  employed.  The  sketch  on 
and  condition  of  the  patients.  Twice  eacli  day,  j  the  next  page  rc])resents  a  group  of  these  women 
at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  at  11  o'clock  at  j  who,  having  collected  their  burdens,  are  retiring, 
niglit,  each  ward  is  inspected,  that  no  abuse  may  carrying  their  bundles  of  ten  dozen  each  upon 
steal  in.  This  steward  also  reports  daily  re-  I  their  heads, 
specting  the  clothing,  the  linen  room,  the  laun-  j 
dry,  the  storehouses,  and  tlie  fidelity  of  the  male  , 
and  female  nurses.  There  is  then  the  Commis-  I  We  now  come  to  the  soul  of  hospital  life, 
sary  Steward,  who  has  charge  of  the  kitchens,  j  The  one  great  object  of  all  these  complicated 
dining-rooms,  preparation  of  food,  and  serving  |  appliances  is  the  relief  of  sick  and  wounded 
of  food  to  the  patients.  He  is  present  at  the  j  men.  The  success  of  the  hospital,  consequently, 
meals,  insj)ecting  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  j  depends  upon  the  skill  and  fidelity  of  the  Med- 
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icnl  Dspartinent.  Sickness  of  every  possible 
kind,  and  wounds  of  every  conceivable  variety, 
are  to  be  treated  in  its  wards.  Men  of  the  widest 
diversity  of  character  and  antecedents;  the  mo- 
ther-lovin;Tf  boy,  pure-minded,  delicate,  heart- 
broken ;  the  wretched,  hardened,  friendless  va- 
grant, floating  like  a  drift  log  on  life's  stormy 
sea;  the  devout  Christian,  and  tlie  reckless  sin- 
ner, all  are  crowded  to;i;ether  in  these  Avards. 
Man  is  a  compound  being  of  body  and  soul,  mat- 
ter and  mind.  These  two  act  and  react  ui)on 
each  other.  A  troubled  mind  will  ruin  the  body. 
A  diseased  body  will  wreck  the  sjnrit.  Every 
wise  physician  recognizes  this  complicate  nature 
of  man.  Dr.  E.  M'Clellan,  tlie  distinguished 
surgeon  in  charge  of  these  hospitals,  alike  ap- 
preciates the  wants  of  the  physical  and  the  in- 
tellectual man;  he  is  alike  solicitous  that  ai»])ro- 
priate  medicine  sliould  1)0  provided  for  the  body 
and  for  the  mind.  It  is  njcdful  that  one  in- 
trusted with  responsibilities  so  great  should  be 
endowed  witii  a  mind  of  liberal  culture,  should 
possess  high  scientific  and  professional  skill,  and 
should  be  capable  alike  of  grasping  comprehen- 
sive plans,  and  of  su])erintending  minute  de- 
tails. That  Dr.  M'Clellan  enjoys,  to  an  unusual 
degree,  these  gifts  and  attainments  probably 
every  co-operator  with  him  in  the  institution 
will  testify.  He  is  also  surrounded  with  a  cor])s 
of  conscientious,  sympatliizing,  and  accomplished 
practitioners.  The  most  deadly  wound,  the 
most  insidious  disease,  will,  in  these  wards, 
find  all  that  modern  medical  skill  can  furnish  to 
give  relief.      The  followin;^  list  of  the  Hospital 


Staff  of  the  Hampton  Hospital  will  show  what 
ample  provision  the  Government  has  made  to 
meet  every  medical  want  of  the  patients  : 

Ely  M'Cr.RLLAN,  Assistant-Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge; 
AiJ.EN  Shepi'ari),  Captain  Veteran  Reserve  Corp;^,  Mili- 
tary Assistant;  Rev.  Edward  Roe,  Hospital  Cliapluin, 
U.  S.  A. ;  II.  B.  WiiiTK,  Acting  A.ssi.sting-Surgenn,  U.  S.  A., 
Executive  Officer;  L.  W.  Blake,  W.  L.  Welt.s,  I.  S. 
IIir.L,  J.  B.  Kinsman,  Acting  Assi.stant-Surgeons,  U.  S.  A. ; 
0.  S.  Ward,  Me.lical  Cudet,  U.  S.  A. 

In  every  great  institution  of  this  kind  it  is 
indispensable  that  there  should  be  some  recog- 
nized head.  Every  army  must  have  a  com- 
mander. And  the  spirit  of  that  commander, 
be  it  heroic  or  be  it  imbecile,  will  spread  through 
the  ranks.  The  Surgeon  in  charge  is  the  Ex- 
ecutive head  of  the  hospital.  He  is  res])onsihle 
for  its  management,  and  can  not  delegate  inde- 
pendent authority  to  any  officer.  From  him  goes 
forth  the  law  through  all  the  departments  of 
the  organization.  To  him  arc  returned  all  re- 
])orts,  even  of  the  minutest  details  ;  as  the  Idood 
from  tlie  branching  veins  is  brought  back  to 
the  heart.  Daily  reports  are  made  to  him  of 
all  that  transpires  in  each  de])artment. 

xlie  Cliaplain  is  the  sjnritual  fatiier  of  the 
great  household;  the  friend,  tlie  guide,  the  com- 
f(jrter  of  the  tempted,  the  sorrowing,  tlie  dying. 
The  first  Napoleon,  with  his  imperial  all-grasj)- 
ing  mind,  a])i)reciatcd  more  highly  tlian  any 
other  military  commander  of  whom  we  have 
record  the  exalted  mission  of  the  chapJain.  He 
was  the  special  and  honored  messenger  of  the 
Emperor  himself;  ]jlaccd  there  by  inij;eriiil  ];ow- 
er  to  carrv  the  solace  of  religion  to  the  couch  of 
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pain,  and  to  report  immediately  to  the  Em- 
peror if  any  of  Na])olcon's  children — for  his  sol- 
diers were  his  cliildren  —  suffered  neglect  or 
wrong. 

It  is  hcaiitifiil  to  see,  in  these  hospitals,  how 
harmoniously  and  fraternally  the  physician  of 
the  body  and  the  physician  of  the  soul  co-oper- 
ate. I  do  not  speak  the  language  of  blind  eulo- 
gy when  I  say  that  the  Rev,  ^Nlr.  Marshall  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roe  of  the  Hamp- 
ton Hospital,  are  extraordinary  men — extraordi- 
nary in  their  adaptation  to  the  work  to  which 
God  has  called  them.  Joyfully  and  success- 
fully they  press  on  in  their  arduous  toil,  ever 
sustained  by  the  countenance  of  the  surgeon  in 
charge. 

The  Executive  officer  of  the  Hampton  Hos- 
pital, Dr.  White,  assumes  command  of  the 
liospital  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Dr. 
M'Clcllan.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
hospital  from  its  foundation,  is  familiar  with  all 
its  details,  and  has  acquired  a  reputation  for 
Energy,  ability,  and  sympathetic  kindness  which 
any  man  might  envy.  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 
this  minuteness  of  detail..  I  am  not  writing  to 
compliment  the  officers  of  this  hospital,  but  to 
soothe  the  anxieties  of  thoftsands  of  parents  and 
wives  wliose  loved  ones  are  perhaps  now,  or  may 
soon  be,  patients  in  these  wards. 

One  doctor  is  assigned  to  every  two  wards, 
which  together  contain  one  hundred  beds.  The 
physicians  not  only  see  that  the  men  receive 
proper  medical  treatment,  but  that  they  also 
have  suitable  food  and  clothing.  The  Jbod  for 
the  day  is  prescribed  for  the  patient  as  well  as 
the  medicine.  The  following  "Diet  List"  will 
show  the  variety  from  which  a  selection  may  be 
made  for  those  whose  failing  appetites  call  for 
delicacies : 


Chicken  Soup. 
Mutton  Soup. 
Beef  Souj). 
Oyster  Soup. 
Beef-Steak. 
Hum. 

Egg.^,  boiled  hard. 
EggH,  boiled  soft. 
Milk  Toiist. 
Buttered  Toast. 


Rice  and  Milk. 
Boiled  Potatoef-'. 
Baked  Potatoe?. 
Ten  with  Milk. 
Coffee. 
Boiled  Milk. 
Cocoa. 
Farina. 
Corn  Starch. 
Crackers. 


Each  doctor,  in  rotation,  performs  the  duty 
of  medical  officer  of  the  day,  and  is  required  to 
examine  all  patients  received  into  the  hospital 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  to  assign  them  to 
their  wards,  to  see  that  they  are  immediately 
and  comfortably  ])rovided  for,  and  to  notify  the 
proper  surgeon  of  their  arrival.  He  also  in- 
spects each  ward  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  again  at  1  1  o'clock  at  night,  to  sec  tl.at  tlie 
nurses  are  all  faithfully  at  their  posts.  There 
are  also,  besides  an  ample  suj^ply  of  male  nurses, 
abundantly  provided  with  every  conceivable  con- 
venience whicli  a  sick  man  can  want,  and  with 
strong  and  cxjx'rienccd  arms  to  move  the  pa- 
tients as  they  may  rc(piirc,  four  female  nurses  to 
perform  those  functions  which  woman's  gentle 
hand  can  accomplish  so  much  more  gracefully 
than  the  rcni-jher  hand  of  man. 


v.— THE  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  mail  is  received  eveiy  morning.  The 
postmaster  makes  out  a  list  of  the  letters  to  be 
distril)uted,  and  gives  to  the  ward  master  of 
each  ward  the  letters  he  is  to  distribute,  and 
takes  from  him  a  receipt  for  them.  He  gives 
the  letter  to  the  patient,  and,  for  all  registered 
letters,  takes  from  him  a  receipt,  which  receipts 
are  carefully  filed.  The  same  care  is  exercised 
in  reference  to  boxes  received  by  Express.  The 
boxes  are  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  man 
to  wiiom  they  are  directed,  simply  to  see  that  no 
intoxicating  liquors  are  introduced.  A  large 
amount  of  money  is  sent  through  the  office. 
Each  pay-day  the  man  takes  his  money  to  the 
postmaster,  who  furnishes  him  with  an  Adams 
Express  envelope.  The  patient  places  his  mon- 
ey in  it,  in  the  presence  of  the  postmaster,  and 
seals  the  envelope.  It  is  then  taken  to  the  Com- 
pany, who  give  a  receipt  for  it,  which  is  handed 
to  the  patient. 

There  are  many  minor  details  of  these  great 
establishments,  such  as  the  printing-office,  the 
knapsack  house,  the  arsenal,  to  which  we  can 
only  make  this  brief  reference.  The  printing- 
office  is  found  to  be  a  very  great  convenience. 

\T— THE  AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Connected  with  the  Hampton  Hospital  there 
is  a  fiirm  and  gardens,  consisting  of  a  hundred 
acres  of  fertile  land.  The  soil  is  light  and  easi- 
ly cultivated.  The  farming  and  gardening  af- 
ford very  pleasant  and  healthful  employment  for 
the  numerous  convalescents.  The  following  list 
of  seeds  sown,  and  of  the  amount,  will  give  the 
practical  farmer  and  gardener  some  idea  of  the 
variety  and  abundance  of  fresh  vegetables  which 
will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  patients.  There 
were  sown  on  these  broad  and  fertile  acres,  this 
spring,  ol  bushels  of  beans,  4  pounds  of  beets,  2 
pounds  of  cabbage  seed,  Ij  pound  of  carrots,  2 
ounces  of  celery,  1  ^  pound  of  cucumbers,  3  bush- 
els, shelled,  of  sweet  corn,  i  of  a  pound  of  let- 
tuce, 2  pounds  of  musk-melon,  2  pounds  water- 
melon, 2  pounds  of  onions,  7  barrels  of  onion 
bulbs,  k  pound  of  ])arsnips,  G  bushels  of  pease, 
T  pound  of  pepper,  225  bushels  of  potatoes,  5000 
sprouts  of  sweet-potatoes,  1  ^  pound  of  radishes, 
^  pound  of  oyster  plant,  I  pound  of  spinach,  2 
pounds  of  squash,  i  pound  of  tomatoes,  8  pounds 
of  turnip  seed.  In  addition  to  this  an  acre  of 
land  is  devoted  to  strawberries  of  the  best  varie- 
ties known,  and  as  the  i)lants  multiply  the  beds 
will  increase,  and  tliis  luscious  fruit  will  be  pro- 
vided in  the  utmost  f^rofusion.  The  hospital  is 
indebted  to  the  patriotic  liberality  of  R.  H. 
Allen  &  Co.,  of  New  York;  F.  Bell,  Esq.,  of  New- 
ark ;  ]\Iessrs.  Peter  and  J.  G.  Roe,  of  Cornwall, 
New  York  ;  and  Jolm  R.  Caldwell,  of  Newburg, 
for  liberal  donations  of  seed.  J.  G.  Roe,  Esq., 
of  Cornwall,  New  York,  has  sent  250  ctittings  of 
the  choicest  variety  of  ciu'rants  ;  which  cuttings 
I  have  just  been  admiring,  as  every  one  in  tliis 
genial  soil  is  now  vigorously  and  rejoicingly 
pushing  out  its  leaves.  When  it  is  remembered 
that   these   hospitals,  when  full,  consume   from 
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fifty  to  one  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes  each 
week,  the  necessity  for  the  abundant  su])ply  of 
vegetables  thus  provided  for  will  be  apparent. 
The  same  kind  friends  have  also  oftered  to  sup- 
ply, without  cost,  an  abundance  of  raspberry 
and  grape  vines,  and  fruit  trees,  and  roses,  and 
shrubbery. 

The  fences  which  inclose  these  spacious  fields 
are  of  rough  rails.  The  tasteful  skill  of  the 
chaplain,  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Roe,  to  whom  the 
hospital  is  very  much  indebted  for  this  agricul- 
tural energy,  is  converting  these  unsightly  rails 
into  lines  of  beauty,  unsurpassed  by  any  bloom- 
ing hedge  of  old  England.  The  morning-glory 
and  the  cypress  vine  thrive  here  with  wonderful 
luxuriance,  putting  forth  flowers  in  the  greatest 
profusion.  The  fence  will  soon  be  entirely  cov- 
ered with  a  dense  back-ground  of  dark  green, 
enlivened  with  bursting  buds  of  the  most  brill- 
iant colors.  Thus  the  military  farm  will  be 
appropriately  girdled  witli  breast-works,  ram- 
parts, and  bastions  of  gorgeous  flowers. 

In  front  of  the  officers'  quarters,  where  the  in- 
valids are  passing  continually,  an  extensive  flow- 
er-garden is  laid  out,  which  will  be  mainly  un- 
der the  superintending  care  of  the  ladies.  The 
chaplain  and  several  of  the  surgeons  have  their 
ladies  with  them.  As  I  have  visited  their  taste- 
ful rooms,  and  sat  at  their  united  social  table, 
it  has  seemed  to  me  that  tliey  formed  about  as 
enviable  a  circle  as  could  be  well  found  in  this 
world  of  toil  and  care.  There  is  no  beam  of 
sunshine  so  bright  as  that  which  flows  from 
the  consciousness  of  a  useful  life.  It  is  well 
that  flowers  should  adorn  the  i)arterres  of  such 
homes.  And  these  flowers  will  bloom  in  none 
the  less  lovely  hues,  and  will  emit  no  less  fra- 
grant odors,  because  the  pale,  tottering,  invalid 
soldier  is  cheered  by  their  beauty,  and  his  senses 
are  refreshed  by  their  perfume.  It  is  for  the 
soldier  the  ladies  sow  these  seeds  and  guard 
these  opening  buds. 

Dr.  M'Clellan,  the  head  of  this  establishment, 
endowed  with  energies  wiiich  never  tire,  throws 
the  support  of  his  encouragement  and  the  vigi- 
lance of  his  eye  upon  every  measure  promotive 
of  the  general  good.  And  he  has  shown  liberal 
economy  in  expending  tens  of  dollars  now,  that 
he  may  save  hundreds  in  the  autumn.  Between 
two  and  three  thousand  bushels  of  jjotatoes  will 
be  raised  this  year ;  melons  and  squashes  by 
the  wagon  load.  The  demands  of  the  hospital 
are  such  that  every  thing  must  be  furnished  by 
the  ten  and  by  the  hundred  busliels.  Early  in 
May  the  vegetable  garden  will  begin  to  yield  its 
fruits.  From  that  time  till  the  frosts  of  Decem- 
ber the  patients  will  receive  an  abundant  supply 
with  the  morning  dew  upon  them.  The  soil 
and  climate  are  such  that  two  crops  each  year 
can  be  raised  on  most  of  the  land.  After  the 
early  potatoes,  beets,  cabbages,  corn,  pease,  and 
beans  are  off^  the  ground  their  place  can  be  suj)- 
])lied  with  turnips,  winter  cabbages,  and  cucum- 
bers for  pickles.  In  short,  two-thirds  of  the 
farm  will  be  under  a  second  crop.  The  cavalry 
camps  in  the  vicinity  afford,  for  the  present,  an 
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abundant  supply  of  dressing  for  the  land,  so 
ti)at  tliere  is  no  fear  of  exhausting  the  soil. 

The  labor  of  the  farm  is  just  now  mainlv  per- 
formed by  the  contrabands.  They  are  docile, 
easily  taught,  and  very  fair  workmen  when  un- 
der good  superintendence.  With  them  the  in- 
tellectual faculties  have  so  long  been  cruellv 
compelled  to  lie  dormant  that  they  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  directing  mind.  It  is  tiie  un- 
contradicted testimony  of  all  who  have  had  any 
experience  with  them  as  laborers  that  they  will 
not  only  make  an  industrious,  self-supporting, 
and  thrifty  portion  of  our  population,  but  that 
they  will  greatly  assist  Northern  enterprise  and 
mind  in  truly  developing  this  splendid  country. 
Nothing  but  the  cuise  of  slavery 'could  have  so 
long  kept  it  in  its  present  state  of  barbarism. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention,  among  the  la- 
borers on  this  farm,  one  worker  who  ever  ex- 
cites my  admiration  and  sympathy.  It  is  a 
splendid  black  stallion,  jet  black,  the  perfect 
model  of  a  horse.  The  noble  animal,  "Frank," 
is  from  North  Carolina,  and  was  once  the  pride 
of  the  State.  He  was  compelled  to  carry  a 
traitor  upon  his  back  in  the  war  rebels  waged 
against  our  flag.  He  was  an  animal  of  such 
fiery  sj)irit  that  it  needed  a  Rarey  to  control 
him.  At  one  time  it  became  necessary  to  break 
open  the  stable  at  his  head,  and  to  secure  him, 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  aj^d  danger,  before 
he  could  be  led  out. 

By  the  fortunes  of  war  the  noble  steed  was 
rescued  from  the  ignominious  service  of  traitors, 
and  was  brought  under  the  protection  of  that 
star-spangled  banner  beneath  whose  folds  he 
was  born.  But  tlic  hardships  of  war  had  broken 
down  his  constitution,  and  though  he  retained 
all  his  glossy  ebon  hue,  and  his  symmetric  beau- 
ty, he  could  no  longer  lead  the  fiery  squadrons 
in  the  impetuous  charge.  Meekly  he  bears  his 
fallen  fortunes.  As  humbly  he  walks  the  furrow 
and  draws  the  plow,  no  one  has  ever  heard  him 
make  the  slightest  allusion  to  his  former  great- 
ness, or  to  offer  one  word  of  repining  in  view 
of  his  ])resent  lowly  lot.  Whatever  may  be  his 
undivulged  feelings,  those  who  now  care  for 
him  and  love  him  are  saddened  by  the  thought 
that  a  traitor's  limbs  should  ever  have  bestrode 
an  animal  so  noble.  Silently  he  eats  his  oats; 
silently  he  plods  along,  ten  hours  a  day,  over 
the  furrowed  field.  If  his  occasional  compan- 
ion in  the  plow  is  guilty  of  the  slightest  irregu- 
larity, gently  and  with  dignity  he  reproves  him 
by  a  bite  upon  the  shoulder.  Occasionally  the 
bugle  peal,  which  comes  bursting  from  some 
military  band,  leads  him,  a})parently  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  forget  himself.  He  seems  to  snuff"  the 
battle  from  afar.  With  ears  and  mane  and 
tail  erect,  the  ])roud  war-horse  stands  before  you. 
Then  suddenly  remembering  that  no  sound  can 
awake  him  to  glory  again,  without  a  sigh,  with- 
out a  tear,  he  m.eekly  bows  to  his  humble  toil. 
May  man  deal  gently  Avith  you,  noble  "Frank  !"' 
May  this  luxuriant  farm  prove  your  "  Hotel  dcs 
luvalides"  till  your  life  lafeor  is  done! 

For  the  sake  of  the  thousands  who  will  per- 
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haps  read  this  sketch  Avho  have  been  patients  in  ' 
this  hospital,  I  mnst  not  forget  Sport,  a  coal- 
black  dog  with  a  white  bi'east.  Sport  is  truly 
loyal,  and  has  always  been  so.  He  followed  a 
loved  master  to  the  field.  In  the  heady  fight  he 
lost  his  master  and  was  himself  wounded.  In- 
stinctively he  came  to  the  hospital.  Though 
he  brought  no  descriptive  paper,  Dr.  M'Clellan 
received  him  kindly,  and  his  wounds  were  soon 
healed.  The  grateful  animal  is  now  fairly  es- 
tablished on  the  invalid  corps,  and  seems  op- 
pressed with  a  weight  of  responsibility  scarcely 
exceeded  by  that  of  the  surgeon  in  charge.     Ev- 


"  SPOttT.' 


ery  comer  and  goer  he  scrutinizes  with  an  anx- 
ious eye ;  he  inspects  daily  all  his  wards  with 
such  manifest  fidelity  that  it  has  not  been  deemed 
necessary  to  exact  from  him  any  report.  If  any 
animal  trespasses  upon  what  Sport  deems  the 
sacred  proprieties  of  the  place,  he  never  enters 
any  complaint  but  assumes  the  responsibility  of 
inflicting  immediate  and  summary  punishment 
upon  the  spot.  Sport  is  treated  with  that  defer- 
ence which  all  true  soldiers  command.  He 
is  a  scarred  warrior  of  many  battles,  having 
passed  through  the  entire  Peninsular  campaign 
under  General  M'Clellan. 

VII THE  CLERICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Briefly  I  must  allude  to  the  vast  amount  of 
labor  which  one  is  surprised  to  find  in  this  De- 
partment. 1.  There  is  a  report-book,  in  which 
every  morning  the  number  of  m.en  in  the  Hos- 
pital is  recorded,  and  their  condition  and  changes 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  A  corre- 
sponding report  is  sent  to  the  medical  director. 
During  the  last  two  days  two  hundred  patients 
have  been  discharged,  and  four  hundred  re- 
ceived. 2.  A  weekly  report  is  issued  to  the 
Surgeon-General  of  tlie  army,  detailing  the  en- 
tire condition  of  the  hospital,  a  copy  of  which 
is  registered.  3.  There  is  a  book  in  which  a 
co])y  is  kept  of  all  orders  of  police  regulation  or 
of  internal  administration  of  the  hospital.  4. 
There  is  a  book  in  which  is  registered  every 
order,  military  or  medical,  which  is  received. 
5.  A  copy  is  kept  of  all  letters  received  in  refer- 
ence to  ])ntients,  and  the  answers  to  those  letters. 
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3.  There  is  what  is  called  tlie  indorsement-book, 
which  contains  a  record  of  all  papers  received  at 
the  hospital,  with  the  indorsement  of  a  supe- 
rior officer.  7.  The  book  of  requisitions  con- 
tains a  copy  of  all  requisitions  made  for  supplies 
of  any  kind  for  the  use  of  the  hospital,  such  as 
medicines,  food,  clothing,  furniture,  tools,  etc. 
8.  The  monthly  abstract  of  commissary  stores 
shows  the  number  of  rations  drawn  during  the 
month,  and  the  amount  of  articles  of  food  pur- 
chased with  the  hospital  fund. 

This  Hospital  Fund  deserves  especial  notice. 
The  Government  allows  the  hospital  to  draw  a 
certain  amount  of  food,  called  rations,  for  every 
patient  in  its  wards.  But  sick  men  can  not  eat 
the  full  amount  they  are  entitled  to.  As  the 
surgeon  in  charge  makes  requisition  only  for  the 
amount  really  needed,  there  is  a  constantly  in- 
creasing supply  left  in  the  store-houses,  to  which 
the  hospital  is  entitled.  As  the  cost  price  of 
these  rations  is  credited  to  the  hospital  there  is 
thus  a  fund  accumulated.  The  surgeon  in  charge 
can  not  draw  for  this  in  money,  but  he  is  entitled 
to  call  for  its  value  in  such  delicacies,  for  the 
use  of  the  hospital,  as  he  may  deem  desirable. 
Take  for  instance  the  month  of  July,  18G3. 
There  were  then  1800  men  in  the  hospital. 
The  fund  that  month  amounted  to  $3930  71. 
The  whole  amount  was  immediately  drawn  for 
the  use  of  the  same  men  in  such  varied  delica- 
cies as  the  appetites  of  the  sick  crave,  in  fruits, 
jellies,  preserves,  etc.  In  addition  to  this  the 
Sanitary  Commission  has  come  in  with  its 
refreshing  supply  of  warm  and  comfortable 
clothing  and  of  tempting  food.     It  is  made  a 


matter  of  special  care,  in  these  admirably- 
conducted  hospitals,  that  the  fund  shall  not 
be  left  to  accumulate,  but  that  it  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  the  use  of  those  by  whom  it  has  been 
saved.  There  is  the  Register  of  Deaths.  A 
record  is  kept  of  the  name,  company,  and  regi- 
ment of  all  who  die ;  also  the  date  of  their  death, 
the  nature  of  their  wound  or  disease,  and  the 
number  of  the  grave.  An  inventory  is  made  of 
all  tlT^  effects,  including  money,  left  by  the  man. 
A  notice  is  immediately  sent  to  the  captain 
commanding  his  company,  with  an  inventory  of 
his  effects  and  his  descriptive  list.  An  inven- 
tory is  also  furnished  at  the  same  time  to  the 
Adjutant-General  at  Washington. 

When  a  man  dies  he  is  reverently  robed  for 
his  burial,  placed  in  a  military  coffin,  on  his 
breast  there  is  laid  a  card  with  his  name,  com- 
pany, and  date  of  death.  The  same  is  also 
painted  on  the  inside  of  the  lid  of  his  coffin  and 
on  the  outside.  Every  soldier  who  dies  in  the 
hospital,  black  or  white,  is  honored  with  a  mili- 
tary funeral.  An  escort,  with  trailed  arms,  fol- 
low him  to  the  grave;  the  chaplain  performs  the 
burial  service,  and  the  volley  of  musketry  from 
his  comrades  proclaims  that  the  tired  soldier 
sleeps  that  sleep  from  which  there  is  no  earthly 
waking.  A  head-board  with  the  name,  com- 
pany, and  regiment  of  the  man  painted  upon  it, 
is  always  carried  with  the  coffin  and  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  grave. 

The  portrait  on  the  following  page  of  "Ja- 
cob," the  grave-digger,  will  call  up  many  sad 
recollections  in  the  minds  of  the  thousands  who 
have  seen  him  while  engaged  in  his  daily  work. 
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"Nigh  to  a  grave  that  \va^  newly  made 
Leaned  a  sexton  old  on  his  earth-worn  spade, 
Ills  work  was  done,  and  he  paused  to  wait 
The  fiinei'al  train  through  the  open  gate. 
A  relic  of  by-gone  days  was  he; 
His  locks  were  as  white  as  the  foaming  soa, 
And  these  words  came  from  his  lips  f-o  thin, 
'I  gather  them  in!  I  gather  them  in!'" 

A  rep:ister  is  also  kept  of  every  descriptive  list 
received  at  the  liospital,  and  tiic  date  of  its 
beinp  sent  away.  The  descriptive  list  is  all-im- 
pertant  to  the  soldier  and  his  family.  It  con- 
tains the  evidence  of  the  money  or  the  bounty  to 
which  he  may  be  entitled.  It  is  to  a  soldier 
what  his  account-books  are  to  a  mercliant.  A 
rej^ister  is  kept  of  all  operations  performed,  and 
by  whom  ;  also  a  register  of  the  name  of  every 
man  discharged  from  service,  with  an  account 
of  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  of  the  wound 
which  liMS  disabled  him. 

As  I  have  spoken  above  of  the  Diet  List,  it 
may  be  interesting  to  the  reader  to  know  what 
kind  and  amount  of  food  is  furnished  to  the 
patients.  "^Iliey  are  divided  into  tliree  classes. 
First,  tliere  are  the  convalescents,  who  can  safely 


eat  the  full  amount  of  food  which  a  healthy  man 
requires.  Secondly,  there  are  those  who  are  so 
feeble  and  whose  appetites  are  so  delicate  that 
they  need  less  hearty  food,  and  not  more  than 
half  the  ordinary  amount.  The  third  class  in- 
cludes those  who  can  take  but  little  nourish- 
ment, and  that  of  the  most  simple  kind.  For 
the  sake  of  variety  each  day  has  its  bill  of  fare. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  copy  the  list  for  each  dav 
in  the  week.  I  will  take  the  bill  of  fare  for  one 
day,  Monday  for  instance : 

1.  FUI.T.-DIKT  LIST.      2.   IIAI.F-DIET  T.18T.       3.    I.OW  I>IET. 


nrcnk/i.-if. 
Coffee  with  Milk. 
Cold  Meat. 
Bread. 

Dinwr. 
IWk  and  l?oans. 
Bread  Pudding. 


Tea  with  Milk. 
Ur.ad  and  IJiittor. 


Breulfaat. 
Coffee. 
Bread. 
Butter. 


Brcakfunt. 
Tea  or  Cocoa. 
Bread  or  Toast. 
Butter. 


Dinner.  Dinner. 

Mutton  Soup  and    Farina  Gruel. 

M(>at.  Broad. 

Potatoes  Boiled. 
Bread. 

Sujjper.  Suppei: 

Tea.  Tea  or  Cocoa. 

Bread  and  Butter.  Bread  or  Toast. 
Butter. 
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Such  is  the  food  which  the  Government  pro- 
vides. With  the  hospital  fund  is  purchased 
delicacies,  such  as  eggs,  preserves,  fruits,  poul- 
try, etc.  It  is  nuiinly  on  the  field  and  on  the 
march  that  the  Sanitai-y  Commission  has  come 
in  like  an  anpjel  of  mercy,  relieving  an  amount 
of  suffering  which  no  tongue  can  adequately  tell. 
It  has  also  replenished  the  wardrobe  of  the  Gen- 
eral Hospital  witli  those  garments  whicli  can 
comfort  one  in  the  chamber  of  sickness,  and  has 
brought  many  delicacies  to  the  bedside  of  the 
patient. 

Vlir.— THE  CHAPLAIN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

A  hospital  without  a  chaplain  is  a  man  with- 
out a  religion,  a  body  witliout  a  soul,  a  world 
without  a  God.  No  men  on  earth  need  the 
solace  and  the  guidance  of  Christianity  more 
tlian  do  the  sick  and  sorrowing  ones  in  the  wards 
of  a  hospital.  It  is  said  that  there  are  many 
unworthy  chaplains  in  the  American  army,  tliat 
there  are  some  officers  who  will  not  have  a  faith- 
ful Christian  minister  in  their  regiment,  and 
they  consequently  choose  for  their  chaplain  a 
corrupt  boon  companion.  This  may  be,  doubt- 
less is  so.  But  in  a  very  extended  visit  througli 
the  lines  of  our  army,  from  Baltimore  to  tiie 
borders  of  Florida,  I  have  met  many  chaphiins 
who  were  among  the  noblest  of  noble  men  ;  and 
it  has  not  been  my  painful  lot  to  meet  with  a 
single  one  who  seemed  to  me  to  be  unworthy. 

It  is,  however,  an  alarming  fact  that  in  very 
large  divisions  of  the  United  States  army  it  is 
not  considered  genteel  for  commissioned  officers 


deem  it  beneath  their  dignity  to  pay  any  external 
re.sf)ect  whatever  to  the  great  arbiter  of  the  des- 
tinies of  men  and  of  nations.  They  have  "  only 
a  God  to  swear  by,  no  God  to  pray  to."  There 
are  many  and  noble  excejitions.  Some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  world  are  in  our  army,  true  sol- 
diers of  the  Cross.  Piety  shines  nowhere  more 
brightly  than  in  the  camp. 

We  are  engaged  in  the  most  momentous  con- 
flict which  ever  brought  hosts  together  in  the 
crash  of  arms.  If  God  be  not  for  us  our  cause 
is  hopeless.  And  yet  there  are  thousands  of 
officers  leading  our  armies  who  ignore  the  very 
being  of  that  God.  May  He,  who  for  the  sake 
of  five  righteous  men  would  save  the  ancient 
cities  doomed  to  destruction,  have  mercy  upon 
our  land ! 

The  Rev.  E.  P.  Roe  is  chaplain  of  the  Hamp- 
ton, and  Rev.  James  Marshall  is  chaplain  of  the 
Chesapeake  Hospital.  I  say,  for  the  comfort  of 
those  Christian  wives  and  mothers  who  may  have 
husbands  or  sons  languishing  in  these  wards, 
that  two  more  faithful,  tender,  able,  self-denying 
men  can  nowhere  be  found.  I  know  them  well. 
The  soldier  is  to  them  a  brother.  That  true 
spirit  of  universal  fraternity  which  Christianity 
enjoins  thoroughly  imbues  their  souls.  It  would 
be  to  me,  as  a  Christian  father,  had  I  a  son  in 
these  wards,  an  unspeakable  comfort  to  know- 
that  one  of  these  warm-hearted  ministers  of 
Christ  would  daily  visit  his  bed.  I  do  not  write 
this  to  eulogize  these  chaplains.  I  write  it, 
weeping  wife,  weeping  mother,  to  comfort  you ; 
you  who  have  given  your  husband,  your  son,  for 
to  worship  God.     There  are  many  officers  who    the  redem])tion  of  your  country,  and  who  think 
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of  him   day   and   night   languishing  in   these 
wards. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Payson  Roc  has  in  the 
Haujpton  Hosjjital  a  Sabbath  niorninf;  Bible- 
class.  It  is  well  attended,  and  much  interest  is 
manifest  as  the  men  freely  discuss  the  passages 
under  examination.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon tlicre  is  public  worshi]),  whicli  is  held  in 
one  of  the  spacious  wards.  Dr.  M'Clellan,  who 
lends  to  the  labors  of  the  chaplain  his  frank, 
energetic,  cordial  support,  is  now  making  efforts 
to  have  a  cliapel  and  a  reading-room  erected  as 
soon  as  possible.  We  are  on  the  eve,  at  the 
time  of  this  writing,  of  great  battles,  and  soon 
all  these  wards  will  be  crowded  to  their  utmost 
capacity  with  sick  and  wounded  men. 

The  public  services  are  well  attended.  There 
is  a  large  church  melodeon  well  played,  and  a 
choir  led  by  the  chaplain's  orderly,  E.  S.  Met- 
calf.  There  are  ladies  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
hospital  and  others  in  various  ways  connected 
with  the  institutions  whose  voices  blend  sweetly 
in  these  songs  of  Zion.  There  is  also  a  singing 
school  established,  which  is  open  to  all  who  wish 
to  attend.  No  wise  physician  can  fail  to  see 
how  important  these  measures  are  even  as  reme- 
dial and  sanitary  influences. 

As  the  hospital  is,  like  a  hotel,  constantly 
changing  guests,  the  chaplain  every  Saturday 
evening  passes  through  the  wards,  inviting  all 
who  feel  inclined  to  attend  worship  the  next 
day.  As  he  was  one  evening  engaged  in  this 
service  a  wounded  soldier  looked  up  from  his 
pillow  and  said  : 

"  Chaplain,  I  would  give  a  great  deal  if  I 
could  go  to  cliurch  to-morrow ;  but  I  can  not 
gat  up.  I  have  not  heard  the  word  of  God 
preached  since  I  have  been  in  the  army." 

"Then,"  said  the  chaplain,  "  if  you  can  not 
come  to  us  it  is  our  duty  to  come  to  you." 

He  accordingly  put  the  question  to  vote  if 
they  would  like  to  have  a  brief  service  of  eight 
or  ten  minutes  there,  for  those  who  could  not 
leave  their  beds.  It  is  seldom  that  a  sick  man 
will  turn  away  from  such  an  offer.  They  all 
desired  it.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  a 
brief  service  held  in  each  ward  when  the  sick 
were  able  to  bear  it  every  Sabbath  evening.  I 
recently  attended  one  of  these  meetings.  It  was 
touching  in  the  extreme.  The  long  ward  with 
its  rows  of  beds  was  dimly  lighted  with  a  few 
candles,  revealing  the  languid  forms  and  pale 
faces  of  many  sufferers.  Noiselessly  the  little 
grou])  of  Christian  worshipers  came.  They  took 
their  stand  in  the  centre  of  the  room.  A  hymn 
was  gently,  plaintively  sung, 

"■  Rock  of  i>gi>3,  cleft  for  me, 
Let  me  hide  myself  in  Thee." 

A  brief  portion  of  Scripture  was  read,  "  Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled.  Ye  believe  in  God,  be- 
lieve also  in  me."  A  few  soothing  remarks,  in 
subdued  tones,  were  uttered.  Then  another 
hynin  of  sweetest  melody  floated  through  the 
dim  and  silent  apartment;  the  familiar  words, 

"  When  I  can  reaJ  my  title  clear 
To  manaions  in  the  wkiu-i," 


must  have  fallen  almost  like  angel  melody  upon 
the  ears  of  those  who  had  so  often  joined  in  the 
same  song  in  the  Sabliath-schools  and  churches 
of  their  far-distant  homes.  'IMiis  simple  serv- 
ive,  as  broad  as  Christianity  itself,  was  alike 
welcomed  by  all  parties.  And  it  is  worthy  of 
especial  notice  that  two  Roman  Catholic  sol- 
diers expressed  most  emphatically  their  gratifi- 
cation. The  whole  exercise  occupied  but  about 
ten  minutes.  Then  the  little  band  of  Christ's 
ministering  disciples  noiselessly  withdrew. 

From  ward  to  ward  the  sacred  choir  moves 
on.  As  the  melody  of  divine  song  floats  through 
these  dim  halls,  more  impressive  far  than  any 
vaulted  cathedral  aisles,  men  partially  asleep, 
men  semi-delirious  may  be  seen  rising  up  in 
their  beds,  and  looking  around  in  pleased  sur- 
prise, wondering  whence  the  charming  strains 
could  come.  Many  a  war-scarred,  toil-worn 
soldier  could  be  seen  wiping  the  tear  from  his 
eve.  The  chaplain  is  alwavs  careful  to  consult 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  each  ward,  to  ascer- 
tain if,  in  his  judgment,  any  in  the  ward  are  so 
sick  as  to  be  injured  by  the  excitement  of  the 
service.  If  so,  that  ward  is  for  that  evening 
omitted. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  evening  there  is  a 
prayer-meeting  in  one  of  the  vacant  wards  of 
the  Hanipton  Hospital,  which  is  at  present  used 
as  a  chapel.  The  Chesapeake  Hospital  has  a 
beautiful  chapel,  of  which  I  shall  speak  here- 
after. Last  Tuesday  evening  I  attended  the 
prayer-meeting.  The  room  was  filled  with  sol- 
diers. More  devout  and  orderly  attention  to 
the  exercises  could  not  possibly  have  been  paid. 
Many  of  the  ladies  of  the  attendant  surgeons 
were  present;  and  the  music,  instrumental  and 
vocal,  was  very  spirited.  The  occasion  was  one 
which,  in  all  its  solemnity,  can  not  easily  be 
effaced  from  the  memory. 

The  chaplain  has  entered  into  a  distinct  ar- 
rangement with  the  ward-master  and  the  niu'ses 
that  whenever  a  patient  expresses  a  wish  to  see 
him,  at  whatever  hour  of  the  day  or  of  the  night, 
he  shall  be  immediately  sent  for.  The  cliaplain 
is  very  particular  upon  this  point,  insisting  upon 
it  that  there  shall  be  no  hesitation  or  delay  in  a 
request  of  this  nature.  Men  are  daily  being 
brought  into  the  hospital,  often  hundreds  in  a 
day,  in  all  stages  of  disease  and  prostration, 
and  suffering  from  every  conceivable  variety  of 
wounds.  It  is  consequently  impossible  for  the 
cliaplain.  CA-^en  in  the  exercise  of  the  most  un- 
wearied vigilance,  to  learn  personally  the  pre- 
cise condition  of  them  all.  Moreover,  men  who 
are  very  sick  often  do  not  wake  up  to  a  true  re- 
alization of  their  condition  until  a  few  hours,  or 
even  moments,  before  their  death. 

A  short  time  ago  a  soldier  from  Vermont,  ap- 
parently a  frank,  noble-hearted  young  man,  was 
very  sick.  Not  a])i)rehensive  of  any  danger,  he 
rather  repellantly,  though  respectfully,  received 
the  approaches  of  the  chajjlain.  Suddenly  his 
disease  assumed  a  dangerous  form,  and  at  mid- 
night he  was  told  by  his  ])hysician  that  he  must 
die  before  the  morning.     The  unexpected  iutel- 
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ligence  plunged  his  soul  into  the  wildest  tumult 
of  distress.  It  was  the  night  succeeding  the 
Sabbath.  Earnestly  he  sent  for  the  chaplain 
and  begged  for  his  prayer.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  solemn  scenes  of  earth ;  the  still  hour  of 
midnight;  the  dim  light  of  the  nurse's  lamp; 
the  long,  dusky  outline  of  the  hospital  ward; 
the  shadowy  figures  of  the  nurses  moving  noise- 
lessly about ;  and  the  spectral  forms  of  the  pa- 
tients rising  up  in  their  beds  to  listen  to  the  dy- 
ing, agonizing  cry  of  a  man  passing  to  the  judg- 
ment— all  this  presented  a  picture  upon  which 
even  angels  must  have  gazed  with  awe.  Pain 
and  dread  were  pictured  upon  the  fiice  of  the 
dying  sufferer.  Though  the  death-rattle  was 
in  his  throat  his  prayers  for  pardon  woke  every 
sleeper,  and  brought  down  the  solemnities  of 
eternity  into  the  precincts  of  time.  The  words 
of  Christian  solace  seemed  in  some  degree  to 
soothe  the  perturbed  spirit  of  the  sufferer  as  he 
was  pointed  to  a  loving  Father  and  a  dying  Sav- 
iour. Convulsively  clasping  the  hand  of  the 
chaplain,  the  soldier -boy  died,  exclaiming,  in 
his  last  earthly  utterance,  "  Dear  Jesus,  have 
mercy  upon  me!"  Eighteen  hundred  ye.irs  ago 
our  blessed  Redeemer  said  to  a  dying  penitent, 
"This  day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  ])aradise." 
Who  shall  say  that  the  same  loving  Saviour  did 
not  listen  to  the  penitential  prayer,  and  receive 
to  his  arms  the  expiring  soldier? 

Another  scene  I  will  record,  illustrative  of 
the  influence  of  Christianity  in  the  hospital.  A 
Christian  soldier  had  long  been  sick,  and  had 
borne  weakness,  and  pain,  and  absence  from  the 
friends  he  loved,  with  the  most  unrepining  and 
cheerful  submission.  Unexpectedly  his  disease 
assumed  an  unfavorable  turn,  and  it  was  man- 
ifest that  his  end  Avas  near.  As  the  chaplain 
came  to  his  bedside  he  found  him  dying,  in 
excruciating  pain  of  body,  but  peace  and  joy 
reigned  in  his  soul.  The  only  slight  impatience 
he  manifested  was  the  occasional  cry,  in  the 
midst  of  almost  unendurable  paroxysms  of  pain, 
"  Heavenly  Father,  take  me  quickly  !"  One  of 
the  nurses,  Mrs.  Meacham,  sat  by  hir>  pillow, 
liolding,  with  a  sister's  tender  care,  the  head  of 
the  sufferer  upon  her  shoulder.  Other  kind 
friends  stood  by  his  side,  with  experienced  skill 
ministering  to  every  want  to  which  relief  in  this 
sad  hour  could  be  afforded.  The  death  strug- 
gle was  short,  and  the  martyr  soldier  fell  asleep 
in  Jesus. 

The  female  nurses  make  a  special  endeavor 
always  to  be  with  the  dying.  There  is  no  dy- 
ing man  who,  in  memory  of  his  mother,  does 
not  love  to  look  up  upon  woman's  loving  face, 
and  to  feel  the  pressure  of  woman's  gentle  hand 
as  he  passes  through  the  dark  valley.  So  far 
as  my  observation  extends  the  patients  in  this 
hospital,  without  excejUion,  express  themselves 
grateful  for  the  abounding  provision  which  is 
made  foF  their  wants  both  of  body  and  of  mind. 

The  present  chaplain  of  Hampton  Hospitnl 
is  making  vigorous  efforts  to  secure  a  varied  and 
interesting  library  ;  not  merely  a  religious  libra- 
ry— man  can  not  live  by  bread  alone — but  such 


a  library  of  entertaining  reading,  religious,  his- 
torical, biographical,  as  will  help  to  beguile  the 
weary  hours  of  an  invalid.  AVe  have  only  to 
recall  our  own  experience  to  realize  the  A-alue 
of  an  entertaining  book  Avhen  we  are  confined 
to  our  bed  or  our  room.  The  jiatients  were  con- 
tinually calling  for  something  to  read,  and  there 
were  but  few  books  to  be  found.  It  is  true  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Paylen,  who  was  on  duty  with 
Dr.  M'Clellan  for  more  than  a  year,  and  who 
performed  his  duties  as  a  noble  Christian  man, 
making  himself  the  friend  and  com].'anion  of  the 
patients,  and  who  at  length  was  compelled  to 
leave  this  field  of  labor  through  the  fiiilure  of 
health,  had  commenced  collecting  a  library,  with 
the  efficient  co-operation  of  Dr.  M'Clellan.  But 
for  several  months  after  he  left  no  cha]ilain  had 
been  appointed,  and  these  books  had  become 
mostly  scattered  or  lost.  Gladly  would  the  pa- 
tients give  a  part  of  their  dinner  for  a  book. 
When  passing  through  the  wards,  and  finding 
so  many  ])laying  cards — which  game  the  experi- 
ence of  all  ages  teaches  us  it  is  almost  imjjossi- 
ble  to  play  without  falling  into  gambling — he 
was  almost  invariably  met  by  the  apology,  "We 
have  nothing  else  to  do."  But  now  an  admira- 
ble su])ply  of  books  is  beginning  to  fiow  in.  The 
Christian  Commission,  with  expansive  views  and 
open-handed  munificence,  is  sending,  through  the 
chajdains,  to  the  soldiers  every  where  food  for 
the  mind.  One  who  visits  the  army  meets  at 
every  point  the  footprints  of  this  noble  charity. 
It  is  hardly  possible  to  exaggerate  the  benefits 
which  the  Christian  Commission  is  conferring 
upon  our  army.  The  hospital  library  forming 
here  is  greatly  enriched  by  liberal  donations 
from  S.  B.  Caldwell,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York ;  W.  E.  Dodge,  Jun.  ;  L.  M.  Ferris,  Jun.  ; 
and  N.  Sands,  Esq.,  of  New  York  city.  Other 
distinguished  gentlemen  have  promised  soon  to 
send  in  valuable  contributions. 

It  is  the  design  of  Dr.  M'Clellan  to  have  a 
library-room  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  cha])el 
which  is  soon  to  be  built.  There  it  is  hoped 
that  the  various  religious  papers,  now  so  nu- 
merous and  so  ably  conducted,  will  be  on  file. 
The  most  important  daily  papers  and  monthly 
periodicals  will  invite  the  soldier  to  the  read- 
ing-room. The  sides  of  this  room  are  to  be 
shelved  for  books.  A  large  number  of  old  mag- 
azines, containing  the  most  interesting  variety 
of  reading,  have  been  bound.  The  Messrs. 
Harper  and  the  Messrs.  Appleton  have  A'ery  gen- 
erously oflfered  any  of  their  publications,  at  lialf 
price,  for  the  hospital.  Messrs.  Carter,  Carle- 
ton,  and  Randolph  have  made  offers  nearly  sim- 
ilar. The  chaplain  is  now  sending,  through 
funds  obtained  from  friends,  for  quite  a  list  of 
the  most  valuable  issues  of  tliese  ])ublisliing- 
houses.  All  books  are  carefully  labeled,  the 
borrower's  name  is  registered,  and  tiie  book  must 
be  returned  before  another  can  be  taken,  and 
within  a  week. 

A  ])leasant  scene  occurred  in  one  of  the  wards 
the  other  day,  which  beai^tifully  illustrates  hos- 
pital life.     There  was  a  young  soldier  painfully 
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wounded.  In  Kilpatrick's  celebrated  raid,  wlien 
near  Richmond,  his  knee  was  dreadfully  shat- 
tered by  a  bullet.  With  almost  superhuman 
fortitude  he  kept  his  saddle  for  thirty  hours 
without  medical  aid.  He  at  length  reached  the 
hospital,  and  for  weary  weeks  was  a  helpless 
sufferer  upon  his  cot.  One  day  the  youthful 
Avife  of  the  chaplain  went  in  with  an  entertain- 
ing book  to  read  to  him  at  his  bedside.  There 
were?  many  patients  in  the  ward.  As  she  read 
one  drew  near,  listening  and  lingering,  and 
then  another,  and  another,  until  she  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  silent,  attentive  group,  wliose  sor- 
rows and  pains  were  for  a  time  beguiled  by  the 
charms  of  a  wild  and  wondrous  tale. 

Thongli  tliese  hospitals,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  M'Clellan,  are  doubtless  managed  with 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  there  are  unques- 
tionably many  others,  which  it  has  not  been  my 
privilege  to  visit,  which  are  conducted  essen- 
tially on  the  same  principles.  I  spent  a  few 
days  at  a  small  hospital  at  Morehead  City, 
North  Carolina,  imder  the  care  of  Dr.  J.  B. 
Belangec,  whicii  is  a  perfect  gem.  Never  have 
I  seen  in  this  country  or  Europe  an  establish- 
ment of  its  kind  which  surjjassed  it.  It  cer- 
tainly approaches  very  near  perfection. 

Thus  far  I  have  spoken  mainly  of  the  Hamp- 
ton Hospital.  The  Chesapeake  Hosjutal,  which 
is  situated  at  its  side,  scf):iratcd  only  by  a  nar- 
row ci'cek,  which  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  and  a 
railroad,  may  now  be  considered  as  a  branch  of 
the  same  institution,  #s  both  arc  under  the  same 
surgeon  in  charge,  Dr.  M'Clellan.     Dr.  George 


Bayles,  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon,  is  the  verv 
efficient  executive  officer  of  this  institution. 
The  Chesapeake  Hosjjital  is  a  very  essential, 
almost  a  necessary  adjunct  to  the  Hampton. 
Its  main  building  is  far  more  imposing  in  its 
architectural  structure.  Its  situation  is  en- 
chanting, almost  beyond  description.  Its  well- 
furnished  apartments  afford  exceedingly  attract- 
ive rooms  for  officers  who  seek  seclusion.  Its 
broad,  majestic  veranda  presents  a  promenade 
where  beauty  onl}'  meets  the  eye.  The  build- 
ing is  provided  with  every  comfort.  One  of 
Ericsson's  caloric  engines  fills  massive  tanks 
near  the  roof  with  water,  so  that  there  is  an 
abundant  su])ply  in  each  story  for  bathing- 
rooms  and  all  other  Avants.  This  building  will 
pi'obably  hereafter  be  mainly  used  for  sick  and 
wounded  officers.  The  building  was  originally 
erected  for  a  young  ladies'  school.  It  was  used 
for  that  purpose  until  the  madness  of  treason 
desolated  the  homes  of  Virginia. 

In  the  admirable  picture  which  accompanies 
this  description,  and  which  is  from  the  artistic 
pencil  of  Dr.  Bayles,  there  is  exhibited  the  main 
building,  the  star-wards,  and  the  chapel.  The 
whole  hospital,  with  its  external  wards  and  mcII- 
provided  tents,  will  accommodate  between  eleven 
and  twelve  hundred  patients.  There  is  also  a 
picturesque  grouji  of  tents  upon  the  ground 
which  accommodate  two  comi)anies  of  the  Vet- 
eran Reserve  Corps.  Tliesc  men,  about  150  in 
number,  are  detailed  to  perform  guard  duty,  to 
enforce  police  regulations,  and  to  serve  as  at- 
tendants in  every  department  of  the  institution. 
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Captain  J.  R.  Stone  is  the  efficient  commander 
of  this  force. 

If  in  the  eveninj]^  of  any  day  you  po  into  the 
wards  of  one  of  the  hospitals  in  Fhinders  you 
will  see,  by  the  dim  light  of  the  tall  tapers,  the 
Flemish  nuns,  called  Beguines,  religiously  con- 
secrated as  nurses  for  the  sick.  As  they  noise- 
lessly glide  about,  in  their  dark  dresses  and  their 
white  cowls,  you  are  oppressed  as  by  the  appari- 
tion of  something  unearthly — as  though  corpses, 
in  their  grave-clothes,  had  come  to  minister  to 
the  sick  and  the  dying.  But  they  are  nol)Ie 
women,  gentle  nurses,  who,  perhaps  with  hearts 
saddened  by  some  irreparable  grief,  have  offered 
themselves,  with  monastic  rigors  of  self-denial, 
as  living  sacrifices  to  God  to  serve  humanity. 
They  deserve  the  world's  respect  and  love. 

The  "  Soeurs  de  la  Charite,"  in  France,  have 
bound  themselves  with  vows  still  more  severe, 
to  renounce  all  the  pleasures  of  life  save  the 
pleasure  of  relieving  distress.  These  "  Sisters 
of  Charity"  who,  after  a  year's  novitiate,  take 
upon  themselves  irrevocable  vows,  are  seen  every 
hour  of  the  day  and  of  the  night  gliding  among 
the  beds  of  all  the  hosi)itals  in  Paris  and  in 
France. 

The  consecrated  nurse,  in  her  black  gown 
and  white  hood,  is  a  ministering  angel  amidst 
heart-rending  scenes.  Every  generous  spirit 
will  render  her  the  homage  of  respect  and  affec- 
tion. 

Our  own  hospitals  have  their  Sisters  of  Chari- 
ty, who  with  zeal  not  less  ardent,  with  love  not 
less  pure,  with  self-sacrifice  not  less  Christ-like, 
bathe  the  brow,  and  wash  the  feet,  and  dress  the 
wounds,  and  close  the  eyes  in  death  of  their 
brother-man.  To  my  heart  they  are  nearer 
and  dearer,  in  that  they  are  not  nuns  but  wo- 
men. As  I  have  seen  some  mother-loving  boy 
look  up  from  his  i)illow,  upon  a  face  beaming 
with  kindness,  and  say,  "Mother;"  as  I  hear 
them  called  by  the  affectionate  terms  of  "  Lady" 
or  "Sister;  "as  I  have  seen  them  smiling  through 
t^ieir  tears,  trium])hing  over  sleeplessness  and 
exhaustion,    and   performing   duties   the    most 


painful  the  mind  can  contemplate,  I  feel  that  no 
country  upon  this  globe,  and  that  no  age  of  this 
world,  and  that  no  form  of  religion  has  produced 
a  nobler  class  than  that  of  the  philanthropic  wo- 
men of  Protestant  America.  In  our  hospitals 
can  be  found  not  a  few  ladies  of  wealth  and  cul- 
ture— women  who  can  minister  better  at  the  bed 
of  sickness  because  their  hearts  are  kcj)t  warm, 
and  all  their  sympathies  are  enlivened,  by  the 
influences  of  social  life. 

In  the  Chesapeake  Hospital  there  are,  at  the 
present  time,  five  ladies  who  would  be  classed 
in  Flatiders  as  Beguines,  and  in  France  as  Sis- 
ters of  Charity.  They  are  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Dully— 
who  is  chief  of  the  department  of  nurses — Miss 
Ella  Wolcott,  Miss  J.  E.  Bently,  Miss  Mary  A. 
C.  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Holt.  This  num- 
ber will  soon  be  increased.  A  great  battle  is 
soon  expected,  and  all  the  wards  are  prepared 
for  the  awful  results  which  CA^en  victory  must 
secure.  Mrs.  Ann  Burtis  is  the  very  efficient 
head  of  the  nurses'  department  in  the  Hampton 
Hospital,  having  served  there,  with  great  ac- 
ceptance, from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

The  chaplain  of  this  hos])ital,  the  Rev.  James 
Marshall,  has  devoted  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his 
nature  to  making  provision  for  the  intellectual 
and  spiritual  wants  of  the  patients.  The  sub- 
joined sketch  will  show  the  beautiful  chapel  he 
has  reared  through  the  contributions  of  liberal 
friends  in  the  North.  Attached  to  the  chapel 
is  a  reading-room,  of  the  interior  of  which  we 
also  give  a  sketch.  Here  the  soldier  can  come 
at  any  hour  and  have  access  to  many  of  the  lead- 
ing periodicals  of  the  day.  There  is  a  good 
supply  of  valuable  books  in  all  the  various 
branches  of  literature,  theology,  and  science. 
These  can  be  taken  into  the  wards,  being  care- 
fully charged  to  the  ona  who  takes  them.  As  I 
was  cxaniining  the  library,  accomy)anied  by  Mr. 
Marshall,  he  pointed  me  to  the  bound  volumes 
of  Harf)er^s  Alaf/azhie,  as  a  curiosity,  saying 
that  there  were  no  books  sought  for  so  eagerly 
as  those.  Though  they  had  evidently  been  used 
with  the  utmost  care,  every  page  gave  evidence 
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of  the  interest  with  wliich  it  had  been  perused. 
The  volumes  stood  there  proudly,  in  military 
array,  like  war-worn  veterans.  Rev.  Mr.  Mar- 
shall has  been  connected  with  this  hos])ital  two 
years.  He  has  consecrated  the  dew  of  his  youth 
to  the  noble  work  of  soothing  pain,  of  cheering 
the  disconsolate,  of  feeding  Christ's  lambs,  of 
guiding  wanderers  to  the  fold.  The  cassock,  the 
frock,  the  bare  or  sandaled  foot,  the  cloister,  and 
the  beads  add  no  lustre  to  such  heroism. 

Hampton  Hospital  was  organized  on  the  14th 
August,  1862.  The  first  patients  were  received 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  march 
from  Harrison's  Landing  to  reinforce  General 
Pope's  army.  From  that  time  to  the  26th  of 
April,  1864:,  the  number  of  patients  receiA'ed 
and  treated  has  been  6540.  Of  these  216  have 
died ;  1049  have  been  discharged,  but  on  ac- 
count of  disability  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  or  to  serve  in  other 
hospitals;  4491  have  been  cured  and  returned 
to  duty ;  784  now  remain  in  hospital. 

Three  days  after  writing  the  above  sentence 
the  numbers  in  the  hospital  were  swollen  to 
over  two  thousand,  sent  from  the  Yorktown 
army,  stripping  for  the  fight.  It  is  not  improb- 
able that  within  a  few  days  five  thousand  wound- 
ed men  may  be  sent  to  these  grounds.  The 
Chesapeake  Hospital  will  accommodate  about 
twelve  hundred.  But  in  times  of  great  emerg- 
ency many  more  must  be  crowded  into  its 
wards.  The  following  picture  of  patients  from 
Yorktown,  landing  at  the  wharf  in  Hampton,  is 
taken  from  the  life.  By  the  kindness  of  Dr. 
M'Clellan  the  group  was  arrested  for  a  moment 
that  the  artist  might  photograph  the  scene. 


I  wwte  these  closing  lines  in  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  mornings  of  early  May.     My  window 

at  the  Chesapeake  opens  upon  the  green  and 
velvety  lawn,  sprinkled  with  sheep.  Beyond 
is  the  bay  smooth  as  glass  crowded  with  gun- 
boats and  transports.  Every  ship  upon  the 
mirrored  waters  seems  to  float  double  —  keel 
meeting  keel.  Our  gorgeous  banner,  drooping 
from  the  flag-stafi^,  scarcely  opens  its  folds.  The 
bleating  of  the  sheep,  the  plaintive  cry  of  the 
sea-bird,  the  enchanting  beauty  of  ocean  and 
sky  and  land,  all  present  a  scene  which  Eden 
could  hardly  have  rivaled.  What  a  happy  world 
might  this  be  if  man  would  be  the  brother  of  his 
fellow-man ! 

A  few  leagiies  from  this  peaceful  spot  nearly 
three  hundred  thousand  men  are  mustering  all 
their  energies  for  the  gage  of  battle.  Eoul 
treason  would  destroy  our  nation,  and  with  it 
destroy  the  hopes  of  humanity.  Patriotism  has 
listened  to  the  cry  of  imperiled  liberty,  and  sad- 
ly, yet  resolutely,  has  abandoned  all  the  con- 
genial walks  of  an  industrial  life  and  girded  her- 
self for  the  conflict.  The  dreadful  crash  of  arms 
soon  must  come.  These  floors  may  then  be 
crimsoned  with  dripping  blood.  These  beds 
may  all  be  filled  with  the  pallid,  the  maimed, 
the  dying ;  these  wards  may  then  resound  with 
the  sighs  of  those  who  shall  never  see  father  or 
mother,  brother  or  sister,  wife  or  child  again. 
The  rooms  are  all  ready ;  the  beds  are  all  made ; 
the  surgeon's  tools  are  all  polished  and  keenly 
sharp  ;  the  bandages  are  all  prepared  ;  the  sur- 
geons, the  nurses,  the  attendants  are  waiting  at 
their  posts.  The  awful  hour  soon  must  come. 
It  is  dreadful !     O  Lord,  how  long  !  how  long  I 
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IT  hardly  deserved  the  name  of  villaoje,  but 
was  only  a  cluster  of  houses,  hiding  in  the 
thick  woods  Avhich  filled  the  valley  and  crept 
upward  on  either  side  to  cover  the  Tennessee 
hills.  The  lumber-merchants  had  found  out 
these  forests,  caring  little,  indeed,  for  the  peace 
of  their  untrodden  wilds,  or  the  beauty  of  their 
gnarled  boughs,  which  were  festooned  with  the 
growth  of  rich,  rank  mosses,  and  caught  the 
sunlight  here  and  there  through  the  dense  foli- 
age. But  the  trunks  were  large  and  sturdy,  and 
the  little  stream  which  wet  their  roots  flowed  to- 
ward the  city,  so,  one  by  one,  the  houses  of  the 
settlers  dotted  the  clearing,  and  the  timber 
floated  lazily  down  the  river. 

Two  or  three  farmers,  agents,  and  directors 
from  Knoxville,  together  with  the  workmen 
both  black  and  white,  comprised  the  little  colo- 
ny. It  was  growing,  however,  and  in  its  pride 
boasted  a  red  building  with  large  front  windows, 
filled  with  apples  and  calico,  butter,  tin-ware, 
flour,  sugar,  candy,  and  rum,  which  it  dignified 
by  the  title  of  "store." 

This  was  the  trysting-place  of  all  lovers  and 
gossips,  all  politicians  and  loafers ;  it  was  the 
Opera ;  it  was  Exchange  ;  it  was  Broadway  for 
the  settlement. 

They  were  gathered  there  as  usual  on  the 
evening  of  which  I  speak,  and  Richard  Deane, 
who  stood  among  them  waiting  for  his  turn  to 
complete  a  purcliase,  watched  them  idly,  taking 
little  or  no  interest  in  their  proceedings,  except 
to  keep  an  eye  on  two  or  three  of  his  men  who 
would  soon  unfit  themselves  at  the  rum-counter 
for  to-morrow's  work  if  he  did  not  interfere. 
The  women,  in  their  green-checked  sun-bon- 
nets, were  clustered  around  a  new  pattern  of 
calico  which  the  last  boat  had  brought  from  the 
city.  The  young  people  enjoyed  their  flirta- 
tions out  on  the  steps,  whither  they  had  repaired 
"to  see  the  sunset."  The  men  lounged  against 
the  counter  and  flour  -  barrels,  smoking  their 
pipes.  He  found  himself  listening  at  last  to 
their  conversation,  which  had  grown  somewhat 
loud,  and  jarred  against  his  ear. 

"There  hain't  never  been  such  times  up  to 
the  Bend  sence  I've  ben  here,"  said  a  rough 
voice.  "  All  the  bisness  a'most  stopped,  and 
perwisions  risin'  agin  a  fellar's  grit,  dreadful ; 
and  draftin'  goin'  on  within  ten  mile  on  us,  and 
says  I  to  Melindy,  says  I,  '  Wher's  to  come  the 
end  ?' " 

"Where,  indeed?"  piped  an  old  woman's 
voice  from  the  calico  corner.  "  AVe  shall  all 
die  like  the  Injins  in  cold  bloody  murder,  with 
them  battles  and  sojers  tearin'  through  the 
country  and  we  shet  up  here  atween  the  mount- 
ains." 

"  They  could  starve  us  clean  out  as  easy  as 
thaf,^^  said  another,  snapping  her  fingers  by  way 
of  illustration,  so  that  her  brass  thimble  rolled 
off  on  the  floor  and  was  lost  to  view  among  the 
barrels. 

"  And  'tain't  Tennessee  as  is  to  blame  for  it. 


nuther,"  growled  a  half-drunken  workman,  as 
he  watched  it  roll. 

Deane  stooped  to  pick  up  the  thimble,  then 
sat  down  to  whittle  at  a  pine  stick,  without  tak- 
ing any  part  in  the  conversation.  The  men 
looked  askance  at  him  among  them,  for  ]\Ir. 
Deane  was  a  director  and  held  with  some  re- 
spect, then  went  on  talking. 

"They  were  agoin'  to  stan'  up  fur  their  OAvn, 
they  were ;  and  hadn't  a  man  a  right  to  his 
own  niggers  without  them  tarnal  Abolitionists 
stepping  in  to  say  he  shouldn't" — this  from  the 
Aristocrat  of  the  Bend,  who  boasted  an  inherit- 
ance of  two  negroes,  whom  he  carried  Avith  him 
on  exhibition  wherever  he  went,  to  the  great 
envy  of  the  settlers.  His  sentiments  were  loud- 
ly echoed.  One  man  upheld  him  enthusiastic- 
ally. "  He  would  like  to  see  them  derned  Yan- 
kees whipped  out  o'  these  mountains — every 
scoundrel  of  'em." 

Deane  had  whittled  his  stick  to  such  a  point 
that  it  broke  in  his  hands ;  he  threw  it  away 
and  looked  up  at  the  speaker,  with  his  eyes 
flashing. 

"If  there's  any  shame  in  you,  Joe  Carey,  your 
cheeks  ought  to  blush  for  that." 

"  Why  now,  really  !"  replied  the  man,  with  a 
coarse  laugh,  "do  you  think  so,  Mr.  Deane? 
What  should  I  be  ashamed  on?" 

"Of  being  a  traitor  to  the  best  Government 
that  ever  protected  thankless  rebels  so  many 
years  as  ours  has." 

"I'm  a  traitor,  am  I,  Mr.  Deane?" 
"You  heard  what  I  said,"  he  replied,  quiet- 
ly. There  were  whispers  of  "  he's  a  Yankee" 
passing  from  mouth  to  mouth.  He  looked  uj) 
and  smiled.  "Yes,"  he  said,  "I  am  a  Yan- 
kee." 

"And  an  Abolitionist?"  said  some  one  in  a 
louder  tone. 

"  And  an  Abolitionist." 
"  I  wish  you  was  along  with  'em,  you'd  find 
out  which  be  traitors  then,  Mr.  Deane,"  said 
Joe  Carey,  sullenly. 

Deane  silenced  him  with  a  look.  He  then 
took  his  package  and  went  out  of  the  store,  stop- 
ping to  leave  directions  with  a  group  of  men 
about  to-morrow's  work. 

There  was  one  girl  on  the  steps  who  looked 
up  into  his  face  timidly  as  she  moved  aside  to 
let  him  pass.  She  was  a  slight,  shrinking  creat- 
ure, with  a  sun-bonnet  almost  concealing  her 
freckled  fixce  with  its  bands  of  dark  reddish  hair, 
its  timid  mouth,  and  large  hazel  eyes. 

She  had  stood  just  in  the  doorway,  leaning 
against  the  open  blind,  for  a  long  time,  with  the 
sunset  painting  bars  of  golden  light  through  it 
on  her  dark  dress,  but  never  reaching  her  face, 
which  was  turned  away  toward  Richard  Deane 
all  the  time  he  talked.  He  had  seen  her  earn- 
est gaze  once,  and  had  nodded  to  her  with  a 
kind  smile ;  then  he  forgot  she  was  there. 

She  watched  him  now  as  he  stood  talking  to 
the  men  out  by  the  pump,  straightening  his 
manly  figure,  and  tossing  the  hair  back  from 
his  forehead  to  let  the  wind  cool  it.     She  might 
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have  stood  80  five  iinnutes,  it  might  have  been 
fifteen,  she  could  not  tell,  when  she  was  startled 
by  a  pull  at  her  sleeve.  It  was  a  little  negro 
boy,  who  stood  there  grinning  from  ear  to  ear. 

'•  Wliy,  Tom,  what  do  you  want?" 

"  *S//c  say  jNlisse  Hetty  come  home  right  off 
short."  And  the  boy  jerked  his  thumb  over  his 
shoulder  to  indicate  the  origin  of  the  command. 

"Yes,"  rei)lied  the  girl,  "I'll  come."  Her 
face,  which  had  brightened  a  moment  ago  like 
one  taking  in  the  charm  of  a  beautiful  ])icture, 
rela})sed  into  its  old  lifclessness.  Bidding  the 
boy  follow  her  in  an  humbled  tone,  as  if  she  had 
no  right  to  give  a  command,  she  sighed,  went 
down  the  steps  slowly,  and  walked  away. 

Seeing  that  Tom  did  not  follow  her,  she  turn- 
ed round  to  call  him.  He  was  standing  on  tlie 
steps  with  Joe  Carey,  whose  eyes,  fixed  on  Deane, 
were  gleaming  wrathfuUy  through  the  shaggy 
hair  which  fell  over  his  forehead. 

"Tom!" 

"  Yes,  I'se  comin',  Misse  Hetty." 

She  moved  along  a  step  or  two,  but  Tom  re- 
mained stationary.  So  she  spoke  again,  this 
time  peremi)torily. 

"Lor',  Misse  Hetty,  what  a  hurry  you  am 
in!"  said  Tom,  rolling  his  eyes,  and  putting  his 
hands  in  his  pockets.  "  Missus  said  I  was  gwine 
for  to  get  some  rope  to  halter  dc  nag — t'other's 
broke." 

"  Tom,  come  this  minute  !" 

"And  der's  some  'hacca,  too,  as  INIassa's  been 
in  de  most  distress  for — I'se  got  dat  to  get." 

Poor  Hetty  gave  up  in  des])air,  and  was  turn- 
ing away  without  him,  when  Carey,  who  ap- 
parently had  not  noticed  the  boy  before,  stopped 
hi  the  midst  of  his  sullen  talk  with  the  Aristocrat 
and  the  drunken  workman,  who  were  smoking 
at  the  door,  and  giving  the  boy  a  kick  which 
landed  him  in  the  sand  below,  told  him,  with  an 
oath,  "to  go  'long  with  his  mistress,  and  not  be 
sneakin'  round  him." 

Tom  picked  himself  up,  looking  rather  crest- 
fallen for  the  moment,  but  there  was  a  sly  wink 
in  his  eye  as  he  walked  meekly  by  Hetty's  side 
which  she  noticed. 

"  Tom,  what  does  ail  you  ?"  she  said. 

"  Lor',  nothin',  INIisse  Hetty.  I  was  a  sin- 
ful nigger  to  be  botherin'  you — I'se  respectable 
now." 

But  though  he  followed  her  obediently,  he 
rubbed  his  hands  with  such  apparent  delight, 
and  chuckled  and  rolled  his  eyes  so  mysterious- 
ly, that  Hetty  felt  serious  fears  for  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  repentance,  and  was  just  delivering 
him  a  little  lecture  on  it,  in  her  grave  way,  when 
she  heard  footstejjs  behind  them,  and  almost  be- 
fore she  knew  it  some  one  had  taken  her  heavy 
bundle  from  her  hand  and  was  walking  by  her 
side. 

"Six  quarts  of  meal — and  you  such  a  little 
thing!  Tom,  you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  your- 
self to  let  Miss  Hetty  carry  such  a  bundle." 

"  Dat's  a  fac',"  said  Tom,  solemnly.  "  If 
you'll  gib  it  to  me  I'll  go  it  cross  lots,  and  run 
wid  it  all  de  way  to  make  up  'counts  S(juare." 


And,  good  as  his  word,  Tom  seized  the  bun- 
dle, and  with  a  broad  grin  at  Hetty,  intended 
probably  for  confession  of  sin,  started  ofl^,  and 
was  soon  over  the  wall  and  out  of  sight. 

"Well,  Hetty,  your  aunt  doesn't  give  you  any 
rest,  does  she  ?" 

"Oh  yes,  Sir,  sometimes.  I  ain't  her  own, 
you  know.      I  do  wish  once  in  a  while — " 

"Well,  what  is  it?" 

"Oh,  nothing,  Sir.  I  didn't  mean  to  trouble 
you,  only  sometimes  I  should  like  it  to  see  a  pic- 
ture or  something  to  show  me  what  mother  was 
like." 

"Poor  little  thing!"  And  Deane  looked  at 
her  compassionately  as  she  walked  so  meekly  by 
his  side,  with  her  face  hidden  in  the  shadow  of 
her  bonnet.  She  looked  up  at  last  in  a  half- 
frightened  w.'^y. 

"I — I  don't  know  what  made  me,  Mr. Deane. 
I  didn't  mean  to  talk  so ;  it  was  very  wrong  in 
me,  and  then  I  had  so  much  else  to  say  to  you — 
how  could  I  be  so  selfish  ?" 

His  merry  laugh  did  not  drive  away  the  cloud 
on  her  face. 

"Perhaps  you'll  think  me  very  silly,"  she 
said,  with  her  head  drooping  a  little,  "but  I  am 
afraid.  I  wish  you  needn't  have  to  talk  about 
the  war  and  all  that.  If  you'd  seen  Joe  Ca- 
rey—" 

"What  of  him?"  said  Deane,  carelessly. 

"Oh,  such  a  look  as  he  had  when  you  went 
out  to  the  pump  there!  I  don't  know — they're 
all  so  dreadful  rough  they  wouldn't  mind  doing 
any  thing,  and  every  body  here  hates  the  North. 
They  don't  seem  to  mind  the  old  flag  one  bit. 
Uncle  talks  so  sometimes  about — about  men  who 
feel  as  you  do  that  I  can't  bear  it.  And  then  I 
get  thinking — " 

"That  I  shall  be  spirited  off  by  those  fellows 
some  night  ?  Why,  Hetty,  what  a  foolish  little 
creature?" 

Something  in  his  bantering  tone  brought  a 
change  into  her  face — it  was  ])artly  pain,  partly 
resolve ;  and  when  she  spoke  again  it  was  with 
a  womanly  firmness  in  her  voice. 

"I  knew  you  would  say  so.  I  don't  know 
very  much  about  these  things,  but  I  am  quite 
sure  you  are  not  safe  here." 

Deane's  fiice  grew  grave,  but  he  was  not 
thinking  of  the  words  she  said;  it  was  only  a 
certain  soothing  in  her  quiet  tones  that  stirred 
to  the  surface  some  thoughts  that  had  been  hid- 
den. 

"Hetty,"  he  said,  sudilenly,  "I  can't  stand 
this  much  more,  they  goad  me  so  with  their 
traitorous  words;   it  must  end." 

"End?"  turning  her  face  up  in  a  frightened 
way. 

"  I  must  go  away  from  here.  If  I  could  get 
up  North  among  loyal  jieople  I  should  be  liap- 

py-" 

Hetty  stooped  to  pick  a  daisy,  and  begaif  pull- 
ing it  to  pieces  nervously:   she  made  no  answer. 

"If  I  could  only  fight!"  he  went  on,  passion- 
ately— "if  I  cou/d  fight!  It  seems  so  hard." 
Unconsciously  he  held  out  his  right  hand,  with 
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its  mutilated  finj^er,  lookinjx  as  if  he  loathed  it 
for  standing  between  him  and  his  country's  need. 

In  a  moment  Hetty  had  snatched  it  in  both 
of  hers,  and  bent  her  face  over  it  so  that  it  was 
wet  with  her  hot  tears.  The  young  man  stood 
amazed. 

"  Hetty  !  what  ails  you  ?" 

**  Don't  speak  so — scold  me,  blame  me,  send 
me  out  of  your  sight!  I  know  what  you  are 
thinking — /  did  it  all ;  it  is  my  fault  that  you 
are  unhappy,  and  you  would  have  made  such  a 
brave  soldier!  Oh,  Mr.  Deane,  I  wish  you  had 
never  seen  me !" 

The  girl's  slight  frame  shook  with  some  un- 
controllable emotion.  He  tried  in  his  wonder 
to  soothe  her,  the  truth  dawning  gradually  in 
his  mind.  He  remembered  what  he  had  long 
forgotten — how  his  hand  came  to  be  the  maimed 
thing  it  was.  It  was  the  very  first  day  he  was 
ever  at  the  Bend  when  he  was  hunting  for  a 
place  to  board.  He  had  found  this  little  girl — 
she  was  so  very  small,  and,  indeed,  no  more 
than  a  little  girl  in  years  then — he  had  found 
her  trying  in  vain  to  split  a  large  log  of  wood — 
far  too  large  for  her  feeble  strength — and  he  had 
taken  the  hatchet  in  his  kindly  way  to  help  her. 
The  child  thanked  him  shyly,  but  showed  so 
strong  a  wish  to  learn  to  do  the  work  herself, 
"because,"  she  said,  "aunt  often  sent  her  to 
make  kindling,"  that,  to  please  her,  he  had 
steadied  the  log  while  she  made  another  at- 
tempt on  its  hard  sm'face.  Her  little  hands, 
however,  were  trembling  and  awkward,  and  the 
hatchet  came  sharply  down  on  his  own.  He  re- 
membered how,  even  in  his  pain,  he  had  noticed 
the  pale  terror  of  her  face,  and  how  she  did  not 
shriek  and  run  away  as  most  children  would 
have  done,  but,  binding  her  apron  around  his 
hand,  she  led  him  into  the  house  and  called  for 
help. 

That  was  the  way  he  had  found  out  her 
uncle,  Silas  Blunt,  and  there  he  had  boarded 
ever  since.  He  had  never  dreamed  the  little 
thing  would  take  that  accident  to  heart  so  after 
all  these  years. 

"  Hetty,  why,  Hetty,  don't !"  he  said,  putting 
his  hand  gently  on  her  shoulder.  "I  wasn't 
thinking  of  you ;  indeed  I  had  quite  forgotten 
how  I  was  hurt.     I  supposed  you  had." 

Forget !  She  did  not  tell  him  how  many  nights 
she  had  cried  herself  to  sleep  over  it  up  in  her 
little  ciiamber  in  the  loft.  vShe  only  looked  into 
his  face  in  a  hopeless  way,  as  if  she  wondered 
he  did  not  hate  her,  and  said,  fiercely  dropping 
her  arm  by  her  side  as  if  she  would  will  it  use- 
less, 

"I  wish  it  had  taken  off  my  hand  !" 

"Why,  little  Hetty" — Deane  was  really  sorry 
for  the  girl — "you  mustn't  talk  so — indeed  you 
mustn't.  I  never  have  a  thought  of  blame  for 
you  ;   how  could  I?" 

She  shook  her  head  sadly ;  she  was  so  per- 
sistent in  these  fancies. 

"Come  now,  Hetty,"  he  went   on,  with  a 
laugh,    "don't    let   us   think   any   more   about 
these  disagreeable  things;   what  do  vou  think 
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of  my  plan  of  going  North  and  getting  some 
good  business  and  a  pleasant  home?"  His 
voice  was  so  strong  and  full  of  hoi)e  her  own 
seemed  to  catch  its  cheer. 

"I  think  you  know  best,  Mr.  Deane.  1 
think  perhaps  you're  right.  There  won't  be 
much  business  here  if  the  war  keeps  on  long." 

"What  a  practical  little  head  you  have, 
Hetty !  but  supposing  I  shouldn't  get  work  any 
where  else?" 

"  Youf     Oh,  Mr.  Deane!" 

She  turned  her  eyes  up  to  his  with  a  sort  of 

worship  like  a  dumb  brute's  in  them  ;  you  see 

it  sometimes  in  these  women  whose  patient  lives 

are   outwardly  so  commonplace.      To  look  at 

I  their  timid  faces,  to  see  how  a  word,  a  look,  a 

;  touch  could  guide  them,  you  would  think  only 

j  of  a  brook  which  sparkled  in  the  sunshine,  or 

!  moaned  in  the  shade,  as  tlie  case  might  be.    But 

j  there  may  be  deep  waters  there,  and  the  current 

I  may  be  strong. 

j  Deane  laughed  at  her  credulity. 
I  "Why,  Hetty,  I  don't  seem  to  every  body  as 
I  I  do  to  you ;  I  shouldn't  be  every  where  what  I 
I  am  here ;  I  should  only  be  a  common  man — a 
I  verif  common  man,"  he  repeated  musingly.  But 
:  if  you  had  seen  his  eye  kindle,  and  the  involun- 
;  tary  straightening  of  his  tall  form,  you  would 
have  agreed  with  Hetty  in  thinking  that,  what- 
I  ever  place  he  might  take  in  the  proud  world  of 
j  which  she  knew  nothing,  his  own  honest  man- 
hood was  a  crown  of  glory  to  him. 

He  read  this  in  her  face,  though  she  said  no- 
thing, and,  pleased  for  the  moment,  as  any  man 
would  be  with  an  innocent  vanity,  he  took  her 
hand  in  a  caressing  way  and  patted  it  gently. 

"  You  are  a  silly  little  thing,"  he  said.  Just 
then  they  were  startled  by  a  vision  of  Tom  com- 
ing suddenly  from  behind  the  thicket  which 
grew  by  the  wall. 

"  Der  ain't  no  more  cross  lots  to  go  ober,"  he 
said,  apologetically  ;  "  so  I'se  come  on  de  street 
and  I'se  gwine  respectable  now,  Misse  Hetty;" 
and  without  stopping  to  take  breath,  he  ran  on 
down  the  dusty  road,  tossing  his  bundle  in  the 
air,  and  catching  it  on  his  feet  as  it  came  down 
to  the  imminent  danger  of  its  contents. 

Hetty  dropped  Deane's  hand  quickly  when 
she  saw  this  aj)])arition,  with  something  very 
like  a  blnsh  on  her  freckled  cheeks;  but  they 
were  hidden  under  her  bonnet  and  he  did  not 
see  it. 

They  walked  on,  quietly  talking  of  him  and 
his  new  j)lans,  till  they  reached  the  house. 
Somehow  De.ine  always  felt  better,  and  his 
future  looked  brighter  for  such  a  talk.  She  had 
such  a  qrtiet,  sensible  way  of  putting  things — 
this  little  creature! 

They  found  Tom  sitting  outside  the  yard  the 
perfect  picture  of  despair.  The  bundle  with  its 
broken  paper  lay  at  his  feet,  and  the  meal  was 
scattered  on  the  grass.  He  looked  up  with  a 
rueful  countenance,  rolling  his  eyes  at  Hetty. 

"  Lor',  I  didn't  mean  to  do  dat  ar — I  didn't, 
true  as  Gospel !  I  tought  I'd  cotch  it,  and  my 
foot  stuck  trough  de  paper.     Land  o'  Goshen ! 
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I  dersent  tell  she..  I'd  lieber  fight  de  Phlisstins 
'long  wid  Goliah,  I  hud."  Hetty,  repressing  a 
smile  at  this  remarkable  Scriptural  allusion,  re- 
proved the  boy  for  his  carelessness,  then  said  she 
would  do  the  best  for  him  she  could  and  take 
the  bundle  to  her  aunt  herself.  The  delighted 
Tom  was  voluble  in  his  thanks,  assuring  her 
repeatedly  "dat  he'd  never  be  disrespectable 
aginl" 

She  had  a  fancy  for  the  boy,  and  often  saved 
him  from  the  lawful  results  of  his  mad  capers. 

She  and  Deane  rejdaced  the  meal  in  its  bag 
as  best  they  could,  and,  witli  a  last  kindly  warn- 
ing to  Tom  against  the  recurrence  of  like  acci- 
dents, went  into  the  house. 

Hetty  went  directly  to  her  aunt  to  intercede 
for  Tom,  patiently  heard  herself  blamed  as  usual 
for  a  long  category  of  faults,  beginning  with  her 
delay  at  tlie  store,  and  finally  ending  with  Tom. 
She  attempted  little  or  no  rcjjly,  took  off  her 
bonnet,  and  went  about  her  evening  work  in  the 
listless  way  habitual  to  her.  But  Mrs.  Blunt 
was  not  pacified. 

"I've  left  all  them  dishes  for  you,"  she  said, 
angrily;  "you've  dawdled  long  enough  for  one 
night,  and  must  make  up  for  it ;  and  you  must 
jest  see  to  Richard  Deane's  supper  yourself,  for 
when  I  slave  myself  to  death  for  any  fine  gen- 
tleman that  don't  get  his  meals  at  Christian  liours 
like  the  rest  on  us,  my  name  won't  be  Lucindy 
Blunt." 

Then  having  announced  her  intention  of 
spending  the  evening  at  a  neighbor's,  and  repeat- 
ing her  directions  sharply,  Mrs.  Blunt  put  on 
her  bonnet  and  shawl  and  disappeared,  more 
than  ever  impressed  with  a  sense  of  Hetty's  un- 
worthiness  and  ingratitude,  and  the  credit  it 
was  to  her  to  give  a  home  to  her  sister's  child. 

If  she  had  seen  the  dull  foce  brighten  and 
glow  with  pleasure  I  think  she  would  have 
come  directly  back,  taken  off  her  bonnet,  and 
prepared  Mr.  Deane's  supper  herself. 

Hetty  called  him  when  it  was  ready,  into  the 
kitchen  of  course,  this  was  the  fashion  at  the 
Bend.  Silas  Blunt  being  well  to  do  in  his  small 
way,  ranking  indeed  next  to  the  Aristocrat  by 
virtue  of  the  ownership  of  Tom,  the  house 
boasted  a  little  close  room  with  a  wooden  sofa 
on  rockers,  two  or  three  chairs,  a  large  rag  mat 
of  varied  colors  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and 
on  it  a  small  round  table,  ornamented  with  a 
Bible,  one  or  two  stray  copies  of  the  "  Farmer's 
Almanac,"  and  a  cook-book,  Avhich  room  was 
honored  by  the  name  of  "  parlor." 

Hetty  had  a  secret  wish  that  to-night  —  it 
might  be  the  last  night  she  should  ever  get  Mr. 
Deane's  supper  herself — she  might  spread  a 
snowy  cloth  on  that  little  round  table,  and  open 
the  windows  of  that  dark  room  and  let  him  en- 
joy his  evening  meal  for  once,  away  from  tlie 
stifling  kitchen  and  the  fumes  of  her  uncle's  pipe 
floating  in  from  the  backdoor  stej)s,  which  she 
knew  were  so  unpleasant  to  him. 

But  against  the  "  powers  that  were"  she  never 
thought  of  rebelling.  She  closed  the  door  that 
her  uncle's  rough  voice  and  tobacco-smoke  might 


be  as  far  away  as  possible,  opened  both  the  Min- 
dows  to  let  the  air  blow  freshly  through  the 
room,  and  set  the  little  table  between  them. 
After  all  it  was  not  unpleasant,  Deane  thought, 
as  he  sat  down  to  his  simple  meal.  There  was 
a  stray  jasmine  vine  which  Hetty  had  trained 
outside  the  window,  and  the  wind  tossed  its  yel- 
low blossoms  to  and  fro,  filling  the  air  with  fra- 
grance. There  was  a  bit  of  it  Hetty  had  laid 
by  his  plate,  too,  and  she  herself  looked,  not 
pretty,  he  said  to  himself,  marking  her  old-fash- 
ioned little  figure,  her  sun-burned  face  and  red- 
dish hair.  But  she  had  such  quiet  ways,  such 
a  pleasant  smile,  moreover  she  was  so  thought- 
ful in  all  her  little  cares  for  his  comfort.  What 
a  pity  the  girl  was  so  plain ;  she  would  make  such 
a  nice  wife  for  some  honest,  prosperous  wood- 
cutter some  day.  Just  as  he  was  thinking  so 
she  stepped  in  front  of  the  window  to  dip  a  glass 
of  water  for  him  from  the  pail.  As  she  stood 
with  her  head  bent  a  little  the  evening  light  fell 
through  the  yellow  jasmine,  touching  her  hair. 
He  saw  how  heavy  it  was,  and  how  beautiful  its 
golden  red  could  be.  Her  profile,  too,  was  fair 
and  girlish  in  relief  against  tlie  western  sky. 

"Hetty,"  he  said,  suddenly,  "I  wonder  if 
you'll  miss  me  any  when  I'm  gone." 

She  raised  her  eyes,  dark  and  liquid  again 
with  that  dumb  look :  he  wondered  that  he  had 
never  known  before  that  she  had  beautiful  eyes. 
They  grew  dim  as  he  watched  her,  still  standing 
in  the  light.  Then  she  moved  away  from  the 
window  with  a  low,  nervous  laugh,  saying,  in 
her  timid  way,  that  "  it  wasn't  any  matter." 

Mr.  Deane  ate  the  rest  of  his  supper  in  silence, 
Hetty  at  last  began  to  wash  up  the  tea-things  in 
the  twilight.  He  did  not  join  the  smoking-com- 
pany  which  Silas  Blunt  and  one  or  two  of  his 
neighbors  were  holding  on  the  backdoor  steps, 
for  in  their  traitorous  talk  he  could  have  no 
part  nor  lot.  Hetty  knew  this  was  the  reason 
he  did  not  go,  but  still  it  pleased  her  to  have 
him  sit  quietly  in  the  corner  where  he  could 
watch  her  at  her  work,  talking  over  the  new  life 
he  sliould  find  in  the  free  North,  under  the  flag 
he  loved.  Itwould  not  be  much  longer — he  might 
never  talk  so  with  her  again,  and  a  few  hot  tears 
came  all  unbidden.  But  she  wiped  them  away 
in  the  dark,  and  he  did  not  see  them. 

Presently  they  heard  Silas  knocking  the  ashes 
out  of  his  pipe,  and  he  came  in,  followed  by  his 
Avife. 

"Hetty,  you  lazy  thing,  light  the  candle!" 
said  her  aunt,  throwing  herself  into  a  chair,  while 
Mr.  Blunt  grumbled  because  he  could  not  find 
the  dijjper.  Somehow  Deane  could  not  bear  to 
hear  Hetty  scolded  to-night,  so,  to  divert  atten- 
tion from  her,  he  began  talking  to  the  two,  and 
at  last  told  them  of  his  intention  to  leave  the 
Bend. 

"Wa'al,  ef  ever  I  see  a  Lincolnite  true  grit 
you're  one  on  'em,"  said  the  astonished  Silas  in 
his  heavy  way. 

"  Now  you  don't  say  so,  Mr.  Deane !"  and  ap- 
palling visions  came  to  IMrs.  Blunt  of  the  loss  of 
this  valuable  boarder  and  his  prompt  payments. 
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"Hetty!  Hetty!  do  you  hear  this?  Where  is 
thegu-1?" 

Hetty  was  not  to  be  seen ;  she  had  slipped 
away  and  gone  up  stairs  to  bed. 

The  next  two  weeks  passed  quickly.  Deane 
was  very  busy  making  his  last  arrangements  with 
the  men,  and  instructing  his  successor  who  had 
been  sent  down  from  Knoxville  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  time  fixed  for  his  departure.  This  man, 
however,  was  not  to  board  at  Silas  Blunt's,  and 
Hetty  was  secretly  glad,  for  he  was  a  coarse,  ill- 
featured  person,  and  a  rebel  besides,  and  she  felt 
she  could  not  see  him  in  Mr.  Deane's  place  some- 
how. 

They  were  hard  days. for  Hetty,  these  last  be- 
fore he  weujt.  Tlie  poor  little  thing  could  not 
have  said  Avhat  ailed  her.  Siie  did  not  know 
why  it  was  that  all  the  yellow  sunshine  which 
lay  in  thick  golden  bars  on  the  kitchen  floor 
should  seem  so  cold,  why  she  did  not  like  to 
hear  the  robins  sing,  nor  why  she  cried  herself 
to  sleep  every  night  with  such  bitter  tears.  She 
knew  why  her  lip  trembled  sometimes  when  Mr. 
Deane  came  home  to  supper  and  spoke  a  few 
kind  words  to  her,  or  when  she  helped  him  in 
some  preparation  for  his  journey — it  was  because 
he  was  going  away  and  she  should  never  see  him 
again.  But  it  couldn't  be  that  which  slie  cried 
over  at  night,  for  she  was  such  a  little  useless 
thing  she  had  no  right  to  mind  his  leaving  her, 
and  what  had  tJtat  to  do  with  the  sunlight  and 
the  robin's  song? — they  were  just  the  same  wheth- 
er he  were  there  or  not. 

And  so  the  last  day  came,  and  she  had  seen 
Joe  Carey  come  witii  a  wagon  to  drive  his  trunk 
to  the  nearest  station,  where  it  might  be  sent  by 
railroad,  asking,  with  his  eyes  gleaming  through 
his  shaggy  hair,  if  Mr.  Deane  calc'lated  to  go 
in  his  own  boat  to-night?  Mr.  Deane  had  said 
"yes;"  and  she  watched  Joe  drive  away  the 
precious  trunk,  seeing  him  stop  just  on  the  edge 
of  the  woods  to  talk  witli  two  or  tiiree  rough- 
looking  men — strangers  they  were  at  the  Bend  ; 
and  when  she  heard  their  loud  laugliter,  think- 
ing how  glad  Joe  was  to  get  rid  of  M.\  Deane, 
the  rebellious  tears  sprang  quickly  to  lier  eyes, 
and  she  turned  away,  trying  very  hard  not  to 
hate  him. 

The  sun  set  at  last,  large  and  fiery  red  ;  the 
twiligiit  crept  out  of  the  woods,  and  the  moon 
rose  silently  behind  the  purple  hills.  It  was 
then  that  Deane  came  up  to  the  house  to  take 
his  bag  and  say  *'Good-by."  He  had  parted 
from  his  men,  with  some  of  them  pleasantly,  for 
he  had  been  a  kind  master,  but  he  had  noticed 
the  thankless  rebel  look  on  so  many  f\xces  tiiat 
it  wtis  with  little  regret  he  left  them  and  the  old 
life  he  and  they  had  led  together. 

He  had  given  some  last  kindly  advice  to  the 
ubiquitous  Tom,  who  had  followed  him  all  day 
as  if  lie  feared  to  lose  sight  of  him,  had  obtained 
from  liim  the  boy's  invariable  form  of  a  solemn 
promise  that  he  "  would  be  respectable"  to  Miss 
Hetty  in  future,  and  had  watched  him  run  away 
into  the  woods  brushing  his  shirt-sleeve  across 
his  eyes.     He  had  shaken  hands  with  Silas  and 


Mrs.  Blunt,  and  left  the  farm-house  to  look  for 
Hetty.     He  found  her  standing  at  the  gate. 

"Well,  Hetty,"  Jie  said,  cheerfully,  "I  am 
going  " 

''Aren't  you  early  ?  the  moon  is  hardly  up." 

"No.  My  boat  is  up  the  river,  I  shall  have 
nearly  a  mile's  walk,  and  it  will  be  bright  moon- 
light by  that  time  and  grand  sailing ,  the  wind 
is  just  right." 

He  hesitated,  hardly  caring  to  say  he  must 
go.  Hetty  stood  playing  nervously  with  her 
apron  strings  with  her  head  bent. 

"Well,"  he  said,  at  length,  "it  is  time  I 
started ;  don't  forget  me,  Hetty,  I  shall  think 
of  you.  This  is  a  lonely  life  you  lead.  I 
haven't  forgotten  what  you  said  to  me  one  day 
about  your  mother,  but  you  must  keep  up  good 
courage." 

Courage  !  This  was  just  the  word  she  wanted 
now,  wanted  so  much  more  than  he  guessed. 
The  sound  of  it  stoi)ped  the  quiver  on  her  lips, 
and  she  folded  her  hands  quietly. 

"And  then,"  said  Deane,  in  a  bright  way, 
"you  will  marry  some  good  man  that  will  make 
you  happy  one  of  these  days." 

She  started,  a  burning  blush  reddening  her 
face  and  neck,  so  deep  it  was  that  he  saw  it  by 
the  faint  light  the  moon  sent  over  the  hills. 
She  hid  her  face  on  the  gate,  and  for  a  moment 
she  made  him  no  ans^ver.  Of  course,  Deane 
thought,  it  was  quite  natural,  any  girl  would  do 
so,  and  she  was  so  young  and  timid  besides. 
He  smiled. 

"  I  didn't  mean  to  bother  you,  Hetty,  just  as 
I  was  going  off;  I  won't  say  it  again,  you  foolish 
little  thing,  but  I  shall  think  it  just  the  same. 
And,  Hetty,  I  want  to  be  like  a  good  brother  to 
you,  and  you  mustn't  mind  writing  me  about  it 
when  the  time  comes,  and  don't  forget  nie,  will 
vou  ?  I  shall  miss  you,  little  girl ;  well,  good- 
by!" 

He  took  her  hand  and  kissed  her  gravely  on 
the  forel'.ead,  as  was  quite  natural  and  very 
kind  in  him,  Mrs.  Blunt  thought,  looking 
through  tlie  "parlor"  Avindow. 

The  young  man  had  not  thought  it  would  be 
so  hard  to  leave  this  little  thing  with  her  sad 
eyes  and  her  patient  face  turned  so  mutely  up 
to  his.  He  felt  suddenly  how  he  should  miss 
her  gentle  ways  and  voice,  and  walked  away 
sadly. 

"Hetty !"  called  her  aunt  from  the  house,  in 
a  tone  somewhat  softened  of  its  usual  as])erity. 
She  started  from  her  posture  at  the  gate.  She 
had  been  leaning  over  it,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on 
the  path  to  the  woods  and  the  dark  form  that 
entered  their  shadow. 

"Well,  aunt?" 

"  You'd  better  run  down  to  the  store  and  get 
some  coffee,  there  ain't  a  scrap  for  breakfast." 

Hetty  obeyed  silently  ;  it  was  better  she  should 
have  this  errand  though  she  longed  for  nothing 
so  much  as  stillness  ;  it  was  better  so. 

She  felt  no  fear  at  being  alone  after  dark  on 
this  solitary  walk  ;  indeed  she  never  thought  of 
it  as  solitary,  nor  did  she  pause  and  shrink  from 
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passing  through  the  group  of  men  collected  round 
the  doorway  of  the  store.  This  was  the  way 
among  the  girls  at  the  Bend ;  they  were  quite 
safe,  for  there  is  a  certain  ciiivalry  that  exists 
among  the  coarsest  men  dwelling  in  such  a 
place  as  that,  with  only  the  grand  woods  and  the 
silence  of  the  hills  forever  about  them.  All  of 
beauty  that  can  touch  their  rude  natures  makes 
the  voice  of  womanhood  more  clear. 

But  of  this  Hetty  was  not  thinking.  She 
walked  on  mechanically,  like  one  in  a  dream, 
yet  with  rapid  step.  Her  purchase  made,  avoid- 
ing the  curious  tongues  of  the  women  in  the 
store,  and  the  eyes  of  the  men  on  the  steps  who 
whtched  her  idly,  she  made  her  way  among  them 
and  out  into  the  road.  On  every  side  she  heard 
of  Richard  Deane  :  it  seemed  as  if  scarcely  any 
thing  else  was  said  by  the  curious  and  excited 
people.  But  she  did  not  linger  at  the  sound, 
only  feeling  a  vague  im))atience  that  every  body 
must  have  his  name  on  their  lips — the  name 
which  she  would  whisper  over  softly  when  she 
could  creep  into  his  desolate  room  that  night, 
and  see  if  it  would  not  help  her  to  cry  and  get 
rested.  Her  cheeks  were  flushed,  her  eyes  dry 
and  burning.  She  had  but  one  thought,  to  get 
home,  to  be  alone,  any  where,  that  she  might  be 
still  and  think. 

Suddenly  her  nervous  walk  was  stopped  by 
the  apparition  of  a  boy  apparently  playing  "  stick- 
knife''  in  the  grass  just  at  her  side.  He  was 
making  wonderful  evolutions  in  the  air  at  each 
turn  of  the  knife,  greatly  to  the  amusement  of 
a  group  of  men  who  stood  smoking  at  some  lit- 
tle distance,  yet  near  enough  to  see  him.  It 
proved  to  be  Tom. 

"Why,  Tom!" 

"Hush,  Misse  Hetty,  not  so  loud;  dey  am 
watchin'  me.  I  say  I  play  stick-knife,  an'  dey 
look.  I'se  been  an'  done  waitin'  for  you.  Don't 
be  scared.  Dat  ar — "  Here  Tom  lea])ed  higli 
in  the  air,  coming  down  on  his  hands  and  feet, 
tossing  his  head  and  rolling  his  eyes,  while  he 
jerked  out  the  words,  "Joe  Carey."' 

Hetty  started. 

"I'se  gwine  to — dey  ain't  all  gone  yet.  Dey's 
gwine  to  meet  him  at  de  ford." 

Tom  stopped  to  roll  over  and  fall  down  a 
banking  near  with  the  most  remarkable  agility. 
The  men  behind  laughed  in  a  drunken  Avay. 
He  came  back,  shaking  off  the  dust. 

"  Dcy'd  kill  me  if  dey  knowed  I'd  telled  yer." 
Here  he  drove  his  knife  into  the  grass  up  to  the 
handle.  "  De  fac'  is,  Joe  Carey  an'  dem  men 
as  has  ben  hangin'  round  wid  him,  dey'io  after 
Massa  Deane.  Dey'll  find  him  at  de  Ford,  an' 
jes'  cotch  him." 

"What  ?     What  will  they  do  ?" 

Tom  finished  a  scries  of  tiirec  somersaults, 
the  last  one  ending  at  her  feet. 

"  Dey  might  string  him  up,  or  duck  him  un- 
der— no  tellin',"  was  his  cheering  YC])\y. 

"  Wliat  ran  I  do  ?  I  must  rouse  the  men  ;" 
and  poor  Hetty  turned  as  if  she  would  call  them. 

Tom  stood  up,  closing  liis  knife. 

"No,  neber,  Misse  Hetty,"  he  said,  under  his 


breath.  "Dey'll  kill  me  sure,  and  half  ob  'em 
wouldn't  stir  to  help  a  Yankee  nohow.  You 
run  down  to  de  riber  and  hail  him.  I'll  be  dar 
when  it's  respectable  to  be  gwine — short  off." 
And  Tom  walked  away,  whistling,  to  the  store. 

Hetty  for  a  moment  stood  motionless ;  her 
limbs  refused  to  carry  her;  she  thouglit  she 
should  have  fallen.  It  was  only  dizziness;  for 
it  passed  away,  and  she  resumed  her  former 
pace  to  deceive  the  people  till  she  should  be  out 
of  their  sight.  It  grew  quite  clear  to  her  in  a 
moment.  Joe  Carey  had  ])lanned  revenge  on 
liis  master  ever  since  that  talk  in  the  store.  Mr. 
Deane  Avas  alone  and  unarmed,  she  thought; 
she  could  get  no  helj)  from  her  thankless  towns- 
men in  time  to  be  of  use.  All  remained  with 
her  ;  she  alone  could  save  him.  Turning  a  cor- 
ner where  she  would  be  out  of  sight,  her  quick 
walk  broke  into  a  run.  Throwing  off  her  shawl 
and  bonnet  with  a  fierce  impatience,  she  flew 
ov^er  the  fields,  over  the  brooks  and  fences,  as 
if  she  were  a  wild  thing — on,  on,  with  her  hair 
unbound  now%  and  streaming  in  the  wind,  to 
the  river — on,  on,  with  her  eyes  dilating,  her 
breatli  coming  in  gasps,  to  the  river.  Only  the 
river;  that  became  her  one  thought.  If  she 
could  reach  it  in  time — if  it  might  not  be  too 
late ! 

She  came  to  it  at  last,  out  of  the  darkness 
and  the  windings  of  the  great  forest  lying  before 
her,  broad  and  still  in  the  moonlight.  She  stood 
on  the  bank  and  looked  down,  tlien  up.  No- 
thing was  to  be  seen  but  a  sheet  of  silver,  no- 
thing to  be  heard  but  the  faint  ripple  of  the 
water  against  a  little  shelving  beach  on  which 
she  stood.  She  shuddered  and  cried  out  in  her 
agony ;  slie  waded  out  knee-deep  in  the  cold 
water;  she  looked  down,  then  up;  she  listened 
for  the  plash  of  oars.  The  woods  beyond  were 
dark  and  still ;  the  hills  above  her  were  dim 
against  the  night  sky ;  the  shadows  of  the  leaA'es 
lay  floating  and  tremulous  on  the  river,  and  the 
little  waves  wdiich  broke  against  the  rocks  sjiark- 
led  in  the  light.  The  wind,  too,  rustled  hoarse- 
ly through  the  forest,  and  a  startled  bird  in  the 
branches  which  hung  over  her  head  chirped 
mournfully — nothing  more. 

The  gi)l  jiaced  up  and  down  the  river-side, 
scarcely  knowing  what  she  did;  breaking  through 
the  thick  underbrush  that  tore  and  sciatchcd  her 
hands,  climbing  to  the  edge  of  the  rocks  which 
jutted  into  the  stream,  holding  her  breath  to  list- 
en, lier  little  iiands  striking  fiercely  at  her  licart, 
as  if  she  would  tear  it  out  to  still  its  loud  throb- 
bings  ;  yet  her  eyes  never  moved  from  the  bright 
waters.  The  fall  of  every  twig  became  the  sound 
of  oars;  the  flasii  of  every  distant  rock  in  the 
moonlight  a  sail ;  the  moan  of  the  wind  that 
swejjt  over  the  ford  below  turned  into  the  cry 
of  one  in  mortal  pain  ;  the  scream  of  some  night- 
birds  in  the  dejjth  of  the  forest  was  iiollow  laugh- 
ter in  her  cars. 

Slie  had  heard  dark  stories  of  the  Avay  men 
wlio  loved  their  country  and  Iier  freedom  were 
treated  in  this  fair  Southern  land.  There  was 
one  man  within  ten  miles — it  was  only  a  month 
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ago — a  loval  man ;  he  was  found  one  morning 
in  the  woods,  and  his  little  children  cried  and 
tried  to  waken  him. 

A  whisper,  too,  was  going  about  the  country 
of  men  who  watched  at  railroads  and  boat-land- 
ings— men  with  faces  that  would  pale  at  nothing. 
Two  of  these  had  been  seen  with  Joe  Carey  to- 
day. 

And  she  so  alone,  so  helpless  ;  the  sky  so  still 
and  cold  ;  the  great  woods  so  voiceless  ;  and  the 
river  so  fair,  with  no  sight  or  sound  to  break  the 
silence  of  its  beauty. 

She  knelt  down  upon  the  sand,  turning  her 
poor  wliite  face  up  to  the  stars.  No  sound  came 
from  her  lips  ;  but  in  the  clasping  of  her  hands 
was  a  prayer  so  great  that  it  could  not  be  ut- 
tered. 

As  if  in  answer  to  it,  the  sound  of  oars  broke 
suddenly  and  distinctly  on  her  ear.  then  stopped. 
Starting,  she  saw  a  sail  just  unfurling  up  the 
river — his  sail ;  she  knew  it  even  in  the  dim  light 
by  the  mark  of  a  large  blue  star  she  had  herself 
once  sewed  on  it.  He  had  liked  it :  for  it  re- 
minded him  of  the  flag,  he  said. 

She  did  not  cry  out,  but  stood  quite  still,  wait- 
ing till  he  should  come  nearer.  At  last  she  call- 
ed his  name,  timidly  at  first,  then  louder.  He 
took  no  notice.  She  called  again.  He  did  not 
hear.  She  could  see  his  form  now  quite  plain- 
ly, and  he  did  not  move  to  furl  his  sail ;  his  face, 
indeed,  was  turned  away  from  her.  She  called 
again.  He  sat  still,  idly  playing  with  his  oars. 
The  truth  came  to  her  suddenly.  His  mo- 
tion Avas  so  swift,  and  the  wind,  catching  his 
sails,  made  so  much  sound,  that  he  could  not 
hear  her  weak  voice.  He  was  coming  on  rap- 
idly ;  he  would  soon  be  past  her.  She  ran  on 
down  the  bank,  calling  frantically  and  waving 
her  hands,  keeping  ever  between  him  and  the 
danger  to  which  he  was  swiftly  flying.  He 
made  no  answer,  the  sail  flapped  loudly  in  the 
breeze,  and  the  boat  came  on. 

At  last  her  strained  eyes  saw  the  shadow  of  a 
curve  in  the  river,  beyond  whioh  she  knew  the 
Ford's  shallow  waters  babbled  over  the  rocks. 
Between  her  and  it  the  branch  of  an  old  tree 
had  fcillen,  and  projected  far  into  the  stream. 
Her  quick  thought  seized  this  hope — he  could 
not  fail  to  see  her  there. 

In  a  moment  she  had  torn  off  her  heavy  shoes 
and  stockings — like  a  true  girl  of  the  Bend  as 
she  was,  not  forgetting  even  now  her  forest  teach- 
ings— and  then  she  was  out  on  the  branch  cling- 
ing with  her  bare  feet  to  its  rough  surface,  never 
pausing  to  grow  pale  and  shiver  at  the  sight  of 
the  black  water  beneath,  but  with  her  eyes  fixed 
steadily  on  the  little  boat  which  shot  down  the 
current  like  a  thing  of  life. 

Deane  was  startled  then  from  his  musing  by 
her  cry,  and  looking  up  he  saw  a  little  figure 
seeming  almost  to  hang  over  the  water;  its  face 
was  so  white,  and  its  long  dark  hair  streamed 
so  wildly  in  the  wind  that  for  a  moment  that 
nameless  fear,  to  which  the  bravest  of  us  are  at 
times  subject,  came  over  him,  and  his  own  man- 
ly cheek  blanched  a  little,  then  flushed  quickly. 


The  words  he  heard,  however,  showed  him  it 
was  no  supernatural  evil  he  had  to  dread. 

"Furl  your  sail  quick  —  they'll  kill  you!" 
Hetty  stood  quite  still,  the  branch  swinging  up 
and  down  with  her  slight  weight  as  the  boat 
shot  by  and  the  sail  came  down. 

Suddenly  she  heard  a  new  sound,  of  which 
she  well  knew  the  meaning — it  was  the  crack- 
ing of  the  bough  on  which  she  stood. 

She  knew  there  was  no  return ;  she  knew, 
too,  that  the  impetus  of  the  boat  had  been  so 
great  it  might  be  moments  before  it  could  turn, 
row  up  against  the  current,  and  reach  her. 

"  Home,  for  your  life  !"  she  cried,  her  thought 
even  then  first  and  only  for  him.  Then  she 
turned  and  looked  once  down  into  the  depths 
so  dark  and  still  under  her  feet. 

Whatever  the  girl's  soul  said  to  God  as  she 
looked  up  after  this  to  His  far,  bright  heavens, 
was  spoken  by  silence.  Deane,  rowing  against 
the  current,  his  face  paling  as  he  neared  her, 
and  still  the  chances  lessened  that  he  would  be 
in  time,  heard  no  cry.  He  only  saw  her  stand- 
ing where  the  bough  swung  lower  and  lower  with 
her  weight,  her  hands  clasped  upon  her  breast, 
her  hair  blown  about  her  face,  smiling  out  into 
the  night  as  if  she  were  content.  He  saw  her 
eyes  fixed  on  him,  large  and  full  of  light,  with 
something  like  triumph  in  them  as  her  frail  sup- 
port dipped  deep  into  the  river,  and  the  water 
came  gurgling  over  her  feet. 

Again  the  branch  bent,  and  cracked  and 
broke  ;  but  with  a  sj)ring  which  rocked  his  frail 
boat  like  an  egg-shell  Deane  caught  her  as  she 
sank. 

She  crouched  down  in  the  boat,  and  hid  her 
fiice  in  her  hands  for  a  moment.  He  saw  that 
she  shivered,  and  tried  to  wrap  her  in  his  heavy 
coat. 

"No,"  raising  her  head — "no,  I'm  not  cold." 

How  all  the  triumph  had  gone  from  her  eyes ! 
How  the  heroism  had  faded  from  her  smile  !  She 
was  quite  weak  now,  and  trembled  like  a  child. 
Deane  would  have  had  her  rest  against  him  as 
he  rowed,  but  she  would  not. 

"I  can  sit  alone  now,"  she  said.  He  looked 
at  her  in  wonder  to  see  what  a  little  lifeless  thing 
she  had  become,  and  how  she  shrank  at  his 
touch. 

"  Hetty,"  he  said,  in  a  kind  tone,  "what  does 
all  this  mean  ?" 

She  told  him  her  story  in  a  low  voice,  with 
her  eyes  turned  away  all  the  while  from  his. 

A  change  passed  over  Kichard  Deane's  face ; 
he  Avas  no  coward,  but  he  knew  the  times  and 
the  men  about  him  well  enough  to  see  the  dan- 
ger from  which  he  had  been  snatched. 

"And  so,  Hetty,"  he  said  at  length,  in  a 
broken  voice,  "you  periled  your  own  life  to 
save  mine  ?" 

'  She  started  a  little,  and  leaning  over  the 
side  of  the  boat  wet  her  hands  and  put  them  to 
her  cheeks  with  a  sudden  motion,  as  if  to  cool 
them. 

"I  didn't  think  much  about  that,"  she  an- 
swered. 
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"  Hetty" — and  his  eyes  caught  hers — "  I  have 
no  words  to  thank  you  with." 

"I  want  no  thanks!"  She  spoke  sharply; 
then  her  voice  softened  in  a  moment :  "Don't, 
please,  talk  about  it  any  more.     I  can't." 

"Poor  little  thing !  no  wonder — she  had  been 
so  frightened,"  Deane  thought,  and  rowed  on  in 
silence. 

Hetty  sat  motionless  in  the  stern  of  the  boat, 
her  hands  folded  on  her  lap,  the  light  touching 
her  Avet  dress  and  the  hair  which  lay  so  darkly 
on  her  shoulders,  but  her  face  always  in  the 
shadow. 

So  they  pulled  slowly  against  the  current  up 
the  moonlit  river,  and  the  silence  between  them 
was  unbroken.  Deane  noticed  at  last  that  Het- 
ty looked  steadily  and  somewhat  fearfully  into 
the  thicket  on  the  bank.  His  eyes  followed  her 
gaze.  A  figure  was  certainly  there,  moving 
stealthily  through  the  bushes. 

"  There !  I  Avas  right — it  has  come  from 
clear  down  most  to  the  Ford,"  she  whispered, 
drawing  near  to  him  and  clutching  his  arm. 
"See!" 

The  form  came  out  now  into  a  clear  space 
among  the  rocks,  and  stoj)ped  opposite  them. 

"Hooray!"  cried  a  well-known  voice,  "Joe 
Carey's  done  cotched  dis  time.  He  and  de 
white  trash  'long  Avid  him  is  cussin'  and  swear- 
in'  round  dar  awful  'cause  Massa  Deane  hain't 
come." 

It  was  Tom.  He  had  been  watching  far  down 
the  river  to  warn  Mr.  Deane  if  Hetty  had  failed. 
Before  they  could  answer  he  had  disappeared 
again  in  the  woods,  and  they  heard  him  whist- 
ling "Safe  in  de  Kingdom"  long  after  he  was 
out  of  sight. 

They  reached  the  landing  at  last,  and  Deane, 
when  he  locked  his  boat,  gaA'e  Hetty  the  key. 

"I  want  you  to  keep  the  little  Flag  for  your 
own  to  remember  me  by,"  he  said.  "I  sha'n't 
try  another  boat-ride  at  present,  I  think.  I  shall 
go  off  quietly  by  railroad  early  to-morrow  morn- 
ing.    Tom  will  drive  me." 

They  came  to  the  house,  and  were  going  in 
silently,  when  Hetty  stopped  and  held  out  her 
hand. 

"Good-by,  Mr.  Deane." 

"  Why  I  shall  see  you  in  the  morning,  sha'n't 
I?  It  isn't  such  an  early  hour  after  all — only 
half  past  five." 

"  Good-by,"  was  all  she  said,  still  holding  out 
her  hand.     Deane  took  it,  surprised. 

"Well,  good-by ;  God  bless  you,  little  Hetty !" 

Then  slie  opened  the  door  and  went  in. 

Her  room  in  the  loft  was  very  quiet,  and  she 
sat  down  on  the  bare  floor  with  the  rafters  over 
her  head,  and  a  bit  of  moonlight  falling  through 
the  little  window  on  her  white,  motionless  face. 
With  her  eyes  looking  far  out  into  the  woods 
where  the  river  gleamed  through  the  trees,  and 
her  hands  still  folded  on  her  wet  dress,  slie  list- 
ened to  Richard  Deane's  footsteps  in  the  room 
below. 

And  so  there  came  to  Hetty  the  knowledge 
which  comes  to  us  all,  sooner  or  later,  Avhen  the 


master-hand  touches  us,  which  sliall  strike  all 
the  jarred  notes  and  trembling  chords  of  our  life 
into  harmony. 

She  saw  what  this  man  was  to  her.  She  was 
no  longer  the  child  with  whom  he  sported ;  she 
was  no  more  the  girl  with  her  blind  worship  of 
what  stood  so  far  above  her.  The  blush  of  a 
woman  had  burned  on  her  cheek  that  day  be- 
fore him.  She  loved  him.  It  had  been  his 
thoughtless  joke  about  her  marriage  which  re- 
vealed tliis  to  her.  She  could  have  sunk  to  the 
ground  for  shame  and  agony,  when  he  thought 
her  only  a  foolish  girl — shy,  as  all  girls  are,  at 
the  mention  of  such  a  thing. 

She  to  dare  to  love  him  ?  She  ?  so  ignorant  she 
was,  with  her  homely  face  and  awkward  ways, 
whom  he  would  think  no  more  of  an  hour  after 
he  had  left  her.  And  he  was  so  noble,  so  good, 
so  high  above  her  !  If  she  might  be  only  a  poor 
little  flower  that  could  blossom  for  an  hour  at 
his  feet,  and  make  his  Avay  bright  for  him,  even 
though  he  passed  on  and  trod  her  in  the  dust! 
But  no,  such  lowly  perfume  could  never  reach 
him  in  the  unknown  world  into  which  he  was 
going. 

He  would  leave  her,  with  all  things  about  her, 
as  if  lie  had  never  been  there.  She  would  see 
the  crowd  gathered  to  gossip  at  the  same  old 
store ;  the  boats  Avould  float  idly  on  the  hot 
river  just  the  same;  the  men  would  come  home 
from  their  work  in  the  twilight,  and  she  would 
stand  no  more  at  the  gate  to  Avatch  for  him. 
The  days  Avith  their  round  of  Avork  Avould  go  on 
at  the  farm-house.  IHie  lonely  CA^enings  Avould 
fall  Avhen  she  AA'ould  be  so  tired — so  tired,  and 
his  kindly  smile  would  never  come  to  rest  her. 
If  the  hot  tears  came  at  sunset  from  thoughts 
of  her  loveless  life,  and  dreams  of  her  mother 
Avho  AA'ould  have  loved  her,  his  pleasant  voice 
should  never  soothe  her  Avith  its  cheering. 

And  all  the  Avhile  he,  in  his  new,  happy  life, 
would  find  no  place  for  memories  of  the  little 
quiet  thing  Avho  set  his  suppers,  and  brought 
him  fresh  Avater  from  the  spring  at  noon.  Or 
even  if  he  did  think  sometimes  not  unkindly  of 
her,  how  Avould  it  be?  She  remembered  his 
parting  at  the  gate,  how  gentle  and  brotherly  it 
was.  He  had  even  asked  God  to  bless  her; 
but  then  she  had  just  saved  his  life ;  he  Avas 
grateful.  His  heart  too — his  noble  heart — Avas 
filled  with  pity  for  her.  While  hers —  Oh  that 
she  had  gone  doAvn  into  the  bright  Avaters  look- 
ing into  his  eyes  and  smiling  in  her  calm  con- 
tent, proud  to  die  that  he  might  live,  glad  to  be 
at  rest  and  know  his  last  memory  of  her  would 
be  a  gentle,  perhaps  a  tearful  one.  She  bowed, 
her  face  in  her  hands,  her  slight  form  shivering 
as  if  with  cold.  There,  crouched  upon  the  floor 
with  her  head  bent  so  low  that  her  falling  hair 
veiled  her  face,  and  hands,  and  breast,  she  sat 
till  the  moon  sank  behind  the  Avestern  hills. 

"Well,  Hester  Reed  !"  Avas  Mrs.  Blunt's  salu- 
tation  the  next  morning  as  Hetty  entered  the 
kitchen,  "these  are  pretty  doin's  !  here  it  is  five 
o'clock  ironin'  day,  and  I've  been  slavin'  here 
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alone  ever  seiice  half  past  four,  and  Richard 
Deane  gone  half  an  hour  ago,  wouderin'  and 
botherin'  round  'cause  you  wasn't  down  to  see 
him  off." 

Hetty  murmured  some  reply  about  being  very 
tired  after  last  night, 

''Reely  now,  that  was  dreadful,  wern't  it?" 
said  ]Mrs.  Blunt,  in  a  mysterious  whisper,  some- 
what softened  by  the  weary  way  in  which  Hetty 
went  about  her  work.  "If  they'd  caught  him 
he'd  ha'  ben  in  the  river  this  morning,  and  no- 
body the  wiser.  Wiiat  are  you  a  shiverin'  for 
this  warm  morning?" 

*'l'm  cold,"  said  Hetty,  and  she  turned  to 
pour  out  her  uncle's  coffee. 

*'  You  jest  go  an'  hunt  up  your  bonnet  and 
shawl,  and  them  shoes  this  morning ;  for  viij 
part,  I  don't  see  the  need  of  leavin'  of  'em  off,  if 
you  did  have  to  run  faster'n  common." 

"I  will  get  them  back  safely,  aunt." 

Her  face  was  very  pale  this  morning,  and  she 
was  very  quiet  over  her  work.  Mrs.  Blunt  pos- 
sessed lierself  of  the  idea  that  she  would  be  sick 
— "fever  'n  agcr,  maybe,  or  cholcry  infantum,  or 
some  such  thing,"  and  poor  Hetty  was  dosed  witli 
ginger-tea  all  day. 

The  matter  of  Mr.  Deane's  escape  was  quietly 
hushed  up.  Sihis  Blunt  and  his  wife  were  too 
mucli  in  fear  of  being  called  "Lincolnites," 
and  of  Joe  Carey's  vengeance,  to  make  it  a  sub- 
ject of  gossip ;  and  as  for  Tom,  he  would  as 
soon  have  thought  of  jumping  into  the  river 
at  once  and  saving  Joe  the  trouble.  So  the 
rough  strangers  disappeared  from  the  Bend. 
Carey  lounged  about  his  work  in  sullen  silence, 
awl  all  things  went  on  as  before. 

Tom,  though  a  little  cast  down  at  first  by 
Mr.  Deane's  departure,  was  jubilant  for  days 
over  his  own  shai"pness. 

"I  nebcr  did  tink,"  he  said  one  day,  confi- 
dentially to  Hetty,  when  she  had  watched  him 
chuckling  in  silence  for  some  minutes — "I  neb- 
er  did  tink  I  was  so  respectable  afore ;  now  I 
done  cotched  Joe  Carey !  He  didn't  know  I 
heard  him  on  de  steps  de  day  you  an'  Massa 
Deane  walk  home  togeder,  when  he  say  he  like 
to  see  dat  ar  boss  git  his  pay  for  de  derned 
Yankee  talk,  an' he  better  look  out  some  o'dese 
yere  dark  nights,  and  he  neber  see  me  follorin' 
him  an'  de  white  trash  trough  de  bushes,  wliile 
dey  talk  about  de  Ford  and  Massa  Deane,  and 
den  go  back  to  de  store,  an'  swagger  round  peace- 
able as  Job  in  de  Scripters." 

It  was  about  a  week  after  Deane's  departure 
when  Hetty  stood  leaning  over  the  gate  one 
night  when  her  work  was  done.  Iler  aunt  had 
"dropped  in"  to  have  a  chat  with  the  Aristo- 
crat's wife,  with  whom  she  was  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy, being  entitled  to  this  honor  because  she 
also  was  the  "mistress  of  a  nigger;"  Sihis  was 
smoking  as  usual  back  of  the  house,  where  he 
could  feast  his  eyes  by  the  sight  of  his  potato- 
patch,  and  so  Hetty  was  quite  alone. 

The  days  had  gone  by  so  dreamily  since  Mr. 
Deane  went  away.  The  blue  of  the  sky  and 
the  sunlight  brightening  the  clearing,  the  cease- 1 


less  talk  of  the  people  who  moved  about  her, 
their  very  forms,  even  her  own  face  looking  at 
her  so  white  and  dim  from  the  bit  of  broken 
glass  in  her  room,  had  seemed  so  unreal.  She 
longed  for  something  to  start  and  waken  her. 
Her  mind  in  its  weakened  and  morbid  state  had 
possessed  itself  of  the  idea  that  he  could  not  es- 
cape the  many  dangers  which  the  distracted 
condition  of  the  State  threw  around  him,  and 
that  into  one  or  the  other  of  them  he  must  fall. 
Tills  fear  haunted  her  night  and  day.  If  she 
could  only  hear  from  him  once  just  one  word. 
But  that  could  not  be;  she  might  never  know 
as  the  years  went  on  whether  he  lived  to  reach 
his  bright  Northern  home. 

A  peculiar  whistle  from  Tom  started  her  just 
then,  and  she  looked  up  to  see  him  performing 
his  favorite  somersault  on  the  grass.  Some- 
thing white  dropped  out  of  his  jacket  pocket  at 
her  feet.  She  stooped  and  picked  it  up.  It 
was  a  letter  directed  to  her  in  a  large,  clear 
hand.  Now  Hetty  had  never  before  in  her  life 
been  the  possessor  of  a  letter,  but  it  was  not 
iliat  which  sent  the  quick  color  flushing  her 
forehead,  cheek,  and  neck. 

"It  come  to  de  store,"  said  Tom,  "dis  yere 
mornin'.  Bressmysoul!  how  dat  ar  Joe  Carey 
kep'  a  spcerin'  at  it,  but  I  knows  Massa  Deane's 
big  writin',  an'  I  puts  it  in  dis  pocket  short 
metre — dat  ar  ain't  cussin',  Misse  Hetty  ;  I  find 
it  in  de  hymn-book — an'  I  say,  'Yes,  Sar,  Misse 
Hetty  hab  a  cousin  in  de  Nort',  an'  she  'spect  dis 
yere  long  time  dat  she  gwine  for  to  go  in  de 
kingdom  ;'  an'  den  I  walk  out  solemn,  like  Noah 
when  he  see  de  flood  acomin'an'jump  in  de  ark." 

Hetty's  trembling  fingers  hid  the  letter  in  her 
shawl,  then,  fearful  lest  Tom  should  perceive 
her  agitation,  and  also  in  her  conscientious  lit- 
tle heart  unwilling  to  lose  such  an  opportunity 
to  endeavor  to  Christianize  him,  she  gave  him  a 
mild  reproof  for  his  falsehood. 

"I'm  much  obliged  to  you,  Tom,  very  much, 
but  I  am  sorry  you  told  a  lie  about  it.  What 
becomes  of  liars,  Tom?" 

"Lor',  Misse  Hetty,"  said  Tom,  rolling  his 
eyes  till  nothing  but  the  white  was  visible, 
"I  knows  about  de  bad  place — you  don'  'spect 
I'se  fool  enough  to  go  dar  so  easy.  I  '])ented  o" 
dat  ar  when  I  go  out  o'  de  store,  short  off." 

Hetty  smiled  a  discouraged  smile,  but  think- 
ing she  had  at  least  done  her  duty  she  turned 
away,  leaving  Tom  to  catch  grasshoppers  and  dis- 
sect them  in  the  cause  of  science  without  remorse. 

She  trod  the  path  over  the  fields  and  through 
the  woods  to  the  river,  the  same  path  she  had 
followed  in  her  wild  fiight  that  night,  the  same 
river  which  had  been  so  white  in  the  moonlight 
with  the  starred  sail  gleaming  upon  it,  the  same 
which  had  rolled  so  blackly  under  her  feet  when 
she  swung  lower  and  lower  into  the  water,  with 
the  leaves  rustling  above  her  and  the  boat  pulling 
up  against  the  current.  She  wondered,  with  a 
faint  smile,  if  all  this  could  have  really  been,  as 
she  sat  down  on  the  bank  beside  the  broken 
bough  to  read  her  letter. 

She  took  it  out  from  under  her  shawl  and 
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slowly  opened  it.  At  first  she  could  hardly  see 
the  writing.  She  brushed  her  little  red  hand 
over  her  eyes,  however,  and  began.  This  was 
what  she  read : 

"Mv  DEAR  LITTLE  Frient), — I  fiiucy  you  have  been  con- 
juring up  all  sorts  of  vision.--  of  the  fate  that  has  met  me 
since  I  left  the  Bond,  if  you  have  thought  about  me  at  all. 
You  have  seen  me  hung  and  stabbed  and  diowued  by  my 
rebel  friends,  captured  by  guerrillas,  drafted  into  the 
Southern  army,  notwithstaiuling  I  can  not  lire  their  mus- 
kets witli  this  finger,  and  every  otlier  misfortune  that  you 
could  think  of,  you  have  planned  for  me.  So,  to  relieve 
your  mind,  I  have  stolen  a  moment  to  write  this  note. 
Tlie  brave  little  girl  who  saved  my  life  has  surely  the  right 
to  know  that  I  have  been  still  taken  care  of.  I  am  safely 
in  New  York.  My  plans  are  uncertain;  I  shall  probably 
go  to  New  England.  I  am  a  happier  man  already  for 
breathing  this  free  air. 

"I  think  of  you  often.  May  God  watch  over  you,  little 
Hetty,  and  make  you  very  happy.     Your  friend, 

"  KlCUARD  Deane." 

Hetty  read  the  simple  lines  over  and  over — so 
very  simple,  so  kind  and  friendly  they  were ; 
yet  a  warm  color  flushed  her  cheek  and  a  grate- 
ful smile  played  on  her  lips.  He  was  safe,  he 
had  thought  of  her ;  she  pressed  the  precious 
paper  which  told  her  so  to  her  lips,  but  with  a 
sudden  motion  dropped  it  and  hid  her  face. 

She  sat  so  a  long  time,  never  stirring.  Who 
can  guess  what  was  in  the  girl's  soul?  Who 
can  tell  in  what  a  sudden  picture  her  future 
stood  in  her  sight,  how  those  few  kindly  words 
had  touched  all  the  desolate,  homeless  years 
wliich  should  be  hers  and  made  them  pass  one 
by  one  before  her?  Who  can  say  how  she  list- 
ened for  the  wings  of  the  Death-Angel,  and 
what  music  there  was  in  his  coming,  or  with 
what  a  cry  slie  shrank  back  from  the  pearly 
gates  and  streets  of  gold  which  he  sliowed  her, 
for  she  saw  herself  pale  before  God's  throne  "  a 
saint  companionless?"  I  tell  you  in  the  grief 
which  came  to  this  child  there  are  heights  and 
depths  that  can  not  be  measured. 

The  sun  went  down  at  last,  the  hills  grew 
warm  in  golden  mist,  the  light  slanted  over  the 
river  and  touched  lier,  ])laying  softly  in  her  red- 
brown  hair;  she  did  not  move  or  look  up  to  see 
it.  The  twilight  fell  and  deepened  in  the  woods, 
and  the  river  flowed  in  shadow. 

Then  it  was  that  she  bent  over  to  look  down 
into  the  water  and  see  the  white  face  that  gazed 
up  at  her.  She  tliought  how  it  would  look  if  it 
lay  still  and  cold,  far  down  among  the  reeds, 
with  the  night-winds  ri])pling  the  water  above 
it,  and  the  stars  smiling  down  at  it  out  of  the 
clear  sky.  Tliey  would  not  call  her  back  to  her 
lonely  life ;  they  would  only  pity  her,  and  seeing 
how  her  pale,  clasped  hands  held  Richard's  little 
note  so  tightly  tliat  the  current  could  not  take  it 
from  her,  they  would  not-  wonder  that,  being 
weary,  she  had  gone  to  sleep. 

She  bent  lower  over  the  water,  she  began  to 
smile  as  the  white  image  there  beckoned  to  her 
more  and  more.  Suddenly  the  wind  bore  to 
her  ear  these  words  so  distinctly  that  she  start- 
ed as  if  at  a  voice  from  heaven  : 

"When  throujih  the  deep  waters  I  call  thee  to  go 
The  rivers  of  sorrow  shall  not  overflow;" 

— then  growing  louder  and  more  clear — 


"For  I  will  be  Avith  thee  thy  trouble  to  bless, 
And  sanctify  to  thee  thy  deepest  distress." 

The  sound  came  from  a  distant  camp-meet- 
ing up  the  river;  it  was  a  grand  old  Methodist 
tune ;  it  woke  all  the  echoes  that  slept  in  the 
woods,  it  rang  out  against  the  hills  thrilling, 
exultant,  triumphant  without  one  tinge  of  doubt 
or  fear. 

Hetty  started  back  from  the  river-brink  trem- 
bling and  cold ;  she  turned  her  face  up  to  the 
stars,  her  lips  moving  dryly,  and  while  she 
prayed  the  strain  grew  rapturous : 

''The  soul  that  on  Jesus  hath  leaned  for  repose 
I  will  not,  I  will  not  desert  to  his  foes; 
That  soul,  though  all  hell  should  endeavor  to  shake, 
I'll  never — no,  never— no,  never  forsake  1" 

The  sound  died  away,  the  echoes  grew  faint 
in  the  dark  forest,  and  all  the  air  was  still. 
Hetty's  cheeks  were  wet,  her  eyes  still  fixed  on 
the  sky. 

"But  I  never  had  any  body  to  loA'e  me,"  she 
cried,  her  hands  tearing  cruelly  at  her  breast ; 
"  he  was  all  1  had." 

Bowing  her  head  she  thought  some  one  spoke 
to  her. 

"  Mother!"  she  whispered. 

She  fancied  that  faces  she  dimly  remembered 
in  childhood  were  there  and  smiled,  but  they 
did  not  answer  her.  This  voice  which  had 
spoken  was  sweeter,  tenderer  than  that  of  father 
or  mother. 

"  Here  am  I,"  she  said. 

Then  she  knew  who  it  was.  She  knew  He 
loved  her.  She  felt  Him  very  near  to  her.  He 
said  He  would  never  leave  her,  nor  forsake  her. 
What  more  could  she  ask  ? 

So,  with  Him  for  her  Helper,  Hetty  took  up 
patiently  the  life  He  had  decreed  to  her.  What 
the  struggle  was  none  but  He  knew,  either  then 
or  at  any  other  time. 

Did  you  ever  stand  on  the  very  threshold  of 
your  youth  and  see  all  its  light  quenched  in  the 
passing  of  a  moment  ?  Did  you  then  grope  in 
the  dark,  and  fall  in  slip])ery  places,  and  feel 
your  way  among  thorns  with  not  one  human 
voice  to  answer  your  cry  ? 

This  girl's  life  had  been  so  dwarfed,  her  heart 
and  mind  alike  so  dulled,  who  wonders  at  it  ?  If 
you  shut  a  flower  in  the  dark  do  you  think  it 
strange  that  its  leaves  are  pale,  its  ])etals  hue- 
less?  What  else  could  you  expect  of  her? 
Why  should  she  not  yield  to  the  touches  which 
moulded  her,  and  become  at  last  what  she  saAv 
others  about  her  to  be — a  mere  clod  ?  Yet 
something  in  her  nature  had  prevented  this. 
Wherever  there  had  been  one  spot  of  beauty  or 
of  love  in  her  life  she  had  clung  to  it,  and  her 
whole  soul  htid  grown  warm  beneath  its  light. 
Once,  when  a  little  child,  she  had  found  a  half- 
starved  dog  in  the  woods,  which  she  took  home 
and  made  a  ])et  of.  The  poor  creature  would 
never  leave  her,  and  she  would  kiss  it,  and  cry 
on  its  neck  for  very  joy — it  was  something  to 
love. 

Silas  Blunt  in  a  fit  of  passion  threw  the  dog 
into  the  river.     Then  after  awhile  a  neighbor's 


THE  BEND. 


333 


child  learned  to  cling  to  her,  and  twine  its  little 
arms  about  her  neck,  and  kiss  the  smiles  into 
her  lips.  It  would  have  brought  the  tears  to 
your  eyes  to  see  her  grave,  unchildish  face  grow 
warm  and  bright  at  the  touch  of  the  tiny  fingers. 

The  little  one  died  with  its  eyes  smiling  into 
hers,  and  there  was  nothing  left  but  the  grasses 
on  its  grave.  When  she  grew  older  it  was  the 
hills  which  had  been  her  little  comfort.  She 
would  steal  away  to  watch  the  shadows  creeping 
down  among  them,  the  light  flecking  their  tops 
and  the  pearl-edged  clouds  which  canopied  them 
till  all  the  dull,  working-look  would  fade  from 
her  face,  her  eyes  grow  soft  and  dewy,  and  the 
girl's  soul — such  as  that  which  God  pronounced 
"very  good" — would  awake  as  from  a  stupor 
and  hear  His  voice  talking  softly  with  her. 

And  now  her  orphaned  childhood  was  long 
gone,  her  orphaned  girlhood  had  passed,  and  all 
that  had  slept  within  her  had  been  roused  only 
to  struggle  with  the  disturbing  hand  and  meet 
her  worse  than  widowed  womanhood.  And 
never  was  such  lot  met  with  braver  heart.  By 
the  very  bitterness  of  her  contests  with  herself 
she  grew  stronger.  Something  of  a  woman's 
pride  had  been  in  lier  crushed  soul  after  all. 
That  taught  her  how  to  curb  her  sorrow.  This 
great  love  she  might  not  quell,  but  she  would 
tame  it  into  something  so  sacred  that  it  should 
not  shame  her,  nor  make  her  unworthy  of  the 
kind  memories  of  him  to  whom  she  gave  it. 
Nothing  helped  to  conquer  her  pain  like  the 
thought  of  pleasing  him.  No  earthly  aim  was 
so  dear  as  a  patient  training  of  herself  to  be 
■what  he  would  not  be  ashamed  to  acknowledge 
as  his  friend.  Yet  as  time  passed  on,  and  his 
few  brotherly  letters  ceased,  even  this  changed  ; 
and  what  she  had  done  for  him  she  did  at  last 
for  herself  with  a  vague  feeling  that  she  would 
make  herself  worthy  of  every  thought  that  was 
in  her  heart  for  him,  and  was  proud  that  it  could 
be  so,  thinking  she  did  him  no  wrong. 

So  she  plun;^ed  afresh  into  her  old  work. 
She  swept  and  baked  and  ironed  and  sewed. 
She  tried  to  drown  her  tears  in  the  washing- 
tub,  and  throw  all  her  energies  into  the  dusting 
of  a  room.  She  studied,  too,  in  the  evenings 
alone  in  her  room  with  her  little  inch  of  a  tallow 
candle  to  light  the  puzzling  pages.  This  was 
hard  work,  for  Hetty  did  not  like  to  study.  It 
was  her  heart  which  taught  her  best,  not  her 
head.  Neither  had  she  any  particular  incite- 
ment here,  for  Richard  Deane  was  no  student, 
and  would  not  care  about  such  things  in  her. 
Still  she  pored  very  patiently  over  her  books  for 
a  while,  and  it  did  her  good.  She  took  new 
pains  also  with  her  appearance,  and  wonderful 
was  the  change  a  little  care  could  make.  She 
would  think  sometimes  with  a  very  pardonable 
womanly  feeling  how  she  wished  Mr.  Deane 
could  see  her,  now  that  she  had  altered. 

But  it  was  not  only  for  herself  that  her  heart 
was  brave  and  her  hand  unfaltering.  As  the 
plot  of  the  war  thickened,  and  the  armies  swept 
down  from  the  mountains,  and  there  was  the 
tramping  tc  and  fro  of  soldiers  in  the  quiet  val- 


ley, she  found  in  the  hospital  near  l)y,  where 
they  brought  the  poor  fellows,  rebels  and  Union 
prisoners  alike,  plenty  of  work  for  her  willing 
fingers. 

And  so  a  year  and  a  half  passed  away. 

She  was  sitting  one  day  quietly  sewing  at  the 
kitchen  door,  her  heart  full  of  some  of  the  scenes 
she  had  just  witnessed  among  the  convnlescents, 
when  they  heard  of  the  last  Union  victories  that 
had  made  their  beautiful  valley  free  again.  She 
remembered  how  their  pale  faces  brightened,  and 
what  cheering  there  was  from  voices  weak  with 
suftering  as  they  ran  up  the  old  flag  on  the  hos- 
pital roof,  and  watched  it  catch  the  breeze,  its 
stars  bright  against  the  blue  of  the  sky,  its  broad 
bars  glowing  and  warm  in  the  sunlight.  She 
smiled  as  she  thought  of  the  grasp  of  their  iiands 
and  the  tears  in  their  manly  eyes  when  siie  came 
to  rejoice  with  them,  and  she  thanked  God  that 
He  had  given  her  work  to  do  when  she  had  ask- 
ed for  it.  She  recalled  the  last  year  with  her 
face  growing  grave.  Yet  there  w'as  on  it  an  ex- 
pression, if  not  of  content,  of  something  far  bet- 
ter— the  look  of  a  soul  at  peace  with  God.  She 
saw  now  how  tenderly  He  had  led  her;  how  into 
her  life,  wiiich  He  had  made  lonely  forever,  so 
much  patient  toil  and  trust  had  crept  that  had 
softened,  like  a  veil,  its  hard  outlines — outlines 
carved  in  marble,  which  Time  could  not  efikce. 
No,  they  could  not  be  effaced.  Even  now,  with 
the  old  instinct,  she  took  up  her  daily  cares  with 
a  vague  idea  of  pleasing  llichard  resting  upon 
them  all. 

The  very  gratitude  with  which  her  heart  was 
filled,  now  that  the  country's  song  of  triumph 
thrilled  through  the  forests,  and  the  Union  sol- 
diers passed  proudly  through  the  Bend — this  very 
gratitude-  which  should  seem,  she  thought,  to 
stand  apart  from  her  own  poor  history,  only 
brought  him  nearer  to  her.  He  would  once 
have  been  so  pleased  to  see  this  day,  and  it  was 
so  long,  so  long  since  she  had  seen  him.  If  he 
could  smile  upon  her  just  once  more  before  she 
died  she  would  remember — slie  wouM  talk  to 
him  like  a  little  forest-girl  who  wished  him 
well,  even  as  a  sister  might,  and  he  need  never 
know ! 

The  sewing  fell  from  her  listless  hands,  and 
her  face,  losing  all  the  courage  that  the  years 
had  taught  it,  dropped  upon  her  breast  like  the 
very  Hetty  of  olden  time. 

It  was  then  that  a  footstep  startled  her,  and 
a  voice,  whose  lightest  accent  she  had  not  for- 
gotten, s])okc  to  her. 

Looking  up  she  saw  him — the  same  manly 
form,  the  same  honest  blue  eyes  and  kindly 
smile. 

"Well,  little  Hetty,"  he  said,  and  laid  his 
hand  ui)on  her  hair  in  the  old  caressing  way. 
His  lii>s  might  have  touched  her  forehead  even, 
but  she  started  quickly,  and  stood  u|>  before  him 
in  iier  beautiful  womanhood,  so  changed  that  ho 
was  dumb  with  surprise. 

Her  face  after  its  first  flush  had  paled  a  lit- 
tle, but  her  voice  was  very  quiet  in  its  welcome, 
and  she  held  out  her  hand  frankly  to  him. 


334 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  :MAGAZINE. 


"  I  little  thought  we  should  ever  see  you 
again,  Mr,  Deane."  Not  a  tremor  on  her  lips, 
not  one  moment's  drooping  of  her  clear  hrown 
eyes  hotbre  his  gaze. 

*'  1  iliought  yon  cared  as  little,"  he  said,  smil- 
ing good  Immorcdly.      *'My  letters — " 

*' Stopped  coming  six  months  ago,"  she  said, 
quietly. 

*'No.  I  have  written  to  you,  Hetty  ;  it  is  the 
mails  that  ai'e  at  fault.  I  guessed  as  much,  for 
I  never  heard  from  you." 

There  was  surely  a  sigh  of  relief  as  he  spoke. 
Hetty  did  not  hear  it.  She  said  some  ])leasant 
thing  about  his  letters,  and  then  they  sat  down 
in  the  little  kitchen  to  talk,  both  thinking  as 
they  did  so  of  that  night  so  long  ago  when  she 
set  his  supper  for  him,  and  the  air  was  sweet 
with  the  breath  of  the  jasmine. 

Richard  Deane  was  puzzled.  There  was  some- 
thing so  chilling  in  her  friendly  smile,  so  much 
dignity  in  her  quiet  manners,  such  music  in  her 
clear  voice.  She  was  utterly  changed.  The 
little  freckled  thing  with  her  dulled,  timid  eyes 
whom  he  had  left  was  gone.  He  saw  in  her 
place  a  beautiful  woman's  face,  with  clear,  warm 
color  in  her  cheeks;  with  her  brown  eyes  grown 
soft  and  liquid ;  with  golden  lights  playing  in 
and  out  of  her  red-brown  hair. 

Two  pictures  of  this  girl  had  followed  him  in 
all  his  wanderings.  One  was  of  a  slight  form 
by  the  window  dipping  water  from  the  pail  for 
him,  a  delicate,  girlish  profile  against  the  sky; 
yellow  blossoms  playing  in  the  wind  till  they 
touched  her  hair;  and  then  her  eyes  raised  to 
his,  dark  with  that  dumb  look. 

The  other  was  a  figure  which  swung  lower 
and  lower  into  the  water  on  a  broken  bough — a 
fearless  figure,  with  hands  clasped  upon  her 
breast,  where  her  dark  hair  hung  in  masses,  and 
a  smile  like  one  trium])hant  on  her  lips.  He 
had  always  seen  her  so — now  among  the  jas- 
mines, now  on  the  moonlit  river — always  so. 

Something  of  these  two  memories  was  min- 
gled now  in  the  woman  before  him.  All  the 
glimpses  of  beauty  that  he  had  dimly  caught  in 
the  one  were  here,  grown  so  bright  that  they  daz- 
zled him.  He  fancied  also  a  touch  of  the  tri- 
umph of  the  other  hiding  in  the  curve  of  her 
warm,  red  lips. 

He  watched  her  while  they  talked,  a  grave 
look  creeping  into  his  eyes,  and  his  smile  for 
less  frequent.  They  seemed  suddenly  to  have 
changed  places.  He  grew  confused  before  her, 
and  sjjoke  but  little.  She  did  not  seem  to  no- 
tice it;  she  talked  rapidly,  her  eyes  sparkling, 
her  cheeks  flushed. 

Tom  broke  in  ujjon  the  scene  at  last,  grinning 
broadly.  Mr.  Deane  spoke  to  him  in  his  frank, 
pleasant  way.  Tom  grinned  again.  Indeed 
he  seemed  to  have  lost  the  jjower  of  speech  or 
motion,  and  this  was  the  only  way  left  of  testi- 
fying his  apj)r()bation  of  the  sii;ht  before  him. 
Hetty,  to  help  him  out  of  his  diHiculty,  asked, 

"Tom,  did  you  ever  lose  any  letters  of  Mr. 
Deane's  to  me?' 

"J/e,  Misse  Hetty!     I  neber  do  dat  ar.      I 


jump  in  de  Jordan  and  be  ober  wid  afore  I'se 
dat  disrespectable." 

"What  do  you  sn])pose  became  of  them, 
Tom  ?"  said  Hetty,  laughing. 

Tom  put  his  elbow  into  his  cap.  and  his  stub- 
by forefinger  uj)on  his  forehead,  and  appeared  to 
be  in  the  deepest  meditation. 

"Ef  you  wants  my 'pinion,  Misse  Hetty,  it 
am  jcs'  (lis.  I  see  Joe  Carey,  afore  he  go  to  de 
Sesechers,  fotch  out  some  letters  ob  de  store,  an' 
he  put  'em  in  his  pocket,  an'  I  tink  to  meself 
dat  ar's  curus,  Tom,  it  am,  Tom,  dat  anybody, 
write  to  Joe,  an'  it's  my  'pinion  he  hook  'em." 

Hetty  changed  color.  You  are  a  foolish  boy, 
Tom,''  she  said. 

But  Tom  was  immovable.  "Dat  ar's  my 
'pinion,"  was  all  she  could  get  out  of  him.  and 
with  another  grin  at  Mr.  Deane  he  backed  out 
of  the  room  and  disappeared. 

Hetty's  uncle  and  aunt  came  in  shortly  after, 
and  the  afternoon  passed  in  ])leasant  chat,  Silas 
and  his  wife  were  of  those  sort  of  peo])le  who  look 
discreetly  to  see  which  way  the  wind  blows,  so 
now  they  were  as  violent  Unionists  as  they  had 
been  rebels  before.  Besides  this,  they  really  had 
a  fancy  for  Deane,  and  were  glad  to  be  told  of 
his  home  in  Massachusetts — of  the  snug  farm- 
house, with  the  ap])le-orc]iard  behind  it,  the 
garden  sloping  down  to  a  little  brook  and  patch 
of  woods,  the  fields  which,  all  summer,  had  been 
red  with  clover  blossoms,  and  the  tasseled  corn 
which  waved  in  the  light.  He  looked  at  Hetty 
as  he  spoke  of  this,  but  she  was  busy  getting  sup- 
per, and  he  could  not  see  her  fcice. 

After  tea  he  said  he  should  like  to  see  the  old 
woods  again,  so  Hetty  put  on  her  bonnet  and 
went  with  him.  They  came  to  a  still  place,  where 
the  green  was  soft  under  their  feet,  and  where 
they  could  see  the  river  through  the  trees,  with 
his  little  boat,  which  Hetty  had  kept  so  sacredly, 
swinging  at  its  mooring. 

They  sat  do^\'n  with  the  gray  moss  thick  on 
the  branches  over  their  head  and  twining  round 
the  huge  trunk  against  which  they  leaned. 
Flecks  of  light  struck  the  trees  in  their  ghostly 
dress,  catching  here  and  there  the  glow  of  faint 
autumn  tints,  and  then  were  lost  in  the  shadow 
of  the  forest.  The  birds  sang  among  the  leaves, 
and  a  rabbit  crept  out  from  the  thick,  rank  under- 
growth, coming  timidly  almost  to  Hetty's  hand, 
which  lay  quite  still,  hidden  among  the  high 
wood-grasses.  She  smiled  at  this,  and  looked 
up  at  Deane  with  some  gay  words  on  her  lij)s, 
but  something  in  his  face  stopped  her. 

"Hetty,"  he  said,  "you  haven't  asked  me 
what  I  came  here  for." 

*'I  hadn't  thought,"  she  answered. 

"  Would  vou  like  to  know  ?  it's  a  long  storv. 
Shall  I  tell  you?" 

She  bowed  her  head,  stooping  to  pick  a  bit  of 
moss,  which  she  ])ulled  to  ])ieces  nervously. 

"  It's  a  long  story,  and  yet  I  could  tell  it  in  a 
few  words.  Once  there  was  a  little  forest-girl 
that  I  ])etted  and  played  with,  and  she  was  al- 
ways very  kind  to  me.  I  went  away  after  a 
while,  and  then  I  missed  her,  how  much   she 
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doesn't  know.  I  couldn't  forget  her  face,  nor 
her  timid,  gentle  ways — she  had  sucli  pretty 
ways !  I  didn't  know  I  loved  her  for  a  long 
time.  I  couldn't  tell  why  I  was  so  lonely  at  my 
work,  or  why  my  farm  was  so  cheerless.  When 
I  found  out  I  came  baek  to  her,  but,  Hetty,  she 
was  gone — I  had  lost  her.  I  found  a  woman  in 
her  place.  She  was  very  beautiful :  her  voice  was 
very  sweet  and  clear,  and  she  was  glad  to  sec 
me.  But  she  seemed  very  far  off.  I  thought 
I  should  not  dare  to  tell  my  love  to  her,  or  ask 
her  to  be  my  wife,  and  make  my  new  liome  hap- 
py, and  I  loved  her  so  mucli,  God  knows !  You 
see  the  little  Hetty,  the  child  that  cared  for  me, 
was  gone.  I  could  not  find  her.  Do  you  think 
lever  shall?" 

He  looked  at  her  as  he  spoke,  but  her  head 
was  turned  away ;  he  saw  only  the  golden  lights 
hiding  in  her  hair,  and  the  clasping  of  her  little 
toil-worn  hands  upon  her  breast.  What  there 
was  in  the  girl's  face  at  that  moment  she  could 
not  show  even  to  him.  The  only  One  who  did 
see  it  knew  how  the  years  of  patient  waiting  at 
last  had  blessed  her.  When  she  turned  her  eyes 
up  to  Richard's  he  saw  that  the  child  Hetty  had 
come  back — he  had  not  lost  her.  She  crept  up 
to  kim  and  laid  her  head  upon  his  shoulder  with 
a  long,  long  sigh,  like  one  at  rest  after  a  hard 
day's  toil.  "I  tried  very  long  not  to  love  you, 
I  am  so  tired,"  she  said. 

When  they  walked  home  in  the  twilight  that 
wight  Hetty  asked  him  if  he  remembered  Joe 
Carey. 

"  Yes,  he  went  into  the  rebel  army  after  I  left, 
and  was  killed,  I  believe,  wasn't  he  ?" 

"  Yes,  but  Richard—" 

"Well?" 

"That  isn't  all,  he — he  wanted  to  marry  me." 

Richard  Deane  gave  a  long,  low  Avhistle. 

*'  I  see  now, "  he  said,  "  and  I  guess  Tom  was 
right  about  the  letters  after  all." 


THE  SISTERS. 
I. 

THEY  wore  two  sisters,  one  was  fair, 
With  yellow  lights  in  her  wavy  hair. 

The  other  was  dark,  and  in  her  eyes 
Lurked  the  sultr}'  fire  of  Southern  skies. 

They  both  had  lands,  these  sisters  two, 
Broad  in  extent  and  fair  to  view. 

With  towns  and  cities  on  hill  and  plain, 
And  rivers  which  flowed  to  greet  the  main. 

The  fields  of  the  one  with  wheat  and  corn 
Swayed  in  the  breath  of  the  wind  at  morn. 

Her  sons  at  the  plow  and  anvil  stood, 
Or  wielded  the  axe  in  the  shadv  wood. 

She  built  great  ships  that  over  the  seas 
Sped  on  the  wings  of  the  ocean  breeze. 

Fleets  of  these  in  hor  ports  found  room : 
Her  factories  hummed  with  the  busy  loom. 

There  men  and  women,  early  and  late. 
Labored  to  earn  the  bread  thev  ate. 


Her  children  flocked  to  lier  schools  to  learn 

Knowledge  profound  and  Wisdom  slern. 

In  the  autumn  months  she  stood  in  the  field 

Laden  with  fiuits  of  the  harvest's  yield. 

In  granaries  built  through  long  years  of  peace 

She  gathered  the  wealth  of  the  earth's  inci'ease. 

And  the  winds  which  blew  from  her  snowy  hills 

Were  not  more  free  than  her  people's  wills. 

II. 

The  swelling  slopes  of  the  other  shone  white 
With  cotton  blooms  in  the  hot  sun's  light. 
Under  the  shade  of  ancestral  trees 
Her  sons  and  daughters  lived  at  ease. 
Her  dusk}'  bondman,  stalwart  and  strong, 
Toiled  in  the  field  the  whole  day  long. 

Hard  and  sinewy  were  his  hands, 
His  muscles  were  like  to  iron  bands. 
A  modern  Samson  in  strength  was  he 
Shorn  of  his  glorious  Liberty. 

Sometimes  a  patient  song  of  toil 

Fell  from  his  lips  as  he  tilled  the  soiL 

Sometimes  at  night  his  yearning  eyes 
Turned  to  a  star  in  the  Polar  skios. 
And  a  hungry  longing  for  Freedom  gave 
Wings  to  the  feet  of  the  dusky  slave. 

I'ut  pitiless  blood-hounds  on  his  track 

With  their  dee])-mouthcd  hayings  drove  liim  back. 

In  the  foul  market-place  he  stood 

The  bondman  sullen  and  stern  of  mood. 

And  like  a  chattel  Avas  l)Ought  and  sold — 
A  human  being  for  so  much  gold, 
Down  the  rirer : — afar  on  its  wave; 
What  are  wife  and  child  to  the  slave  .^ 

0  God !   that  such  things  ever  had  been. 
And  gained  the  sanction  of  Christian  men  I 

III. 

Then  rose  on  the  air  a  sudden  cry, 
Like  thunder  rolling  along  the  sk}'. 
From  the  burning  lips  of  the  North  it  came, 
Rebuking  her  sister's  sin  and  shame. 

Stronger  the  dread  tornado  blew, 
Darker  the  gathering  tempest  grew. 

In  senate  chamber  and  halls  of  state 
Loud  and  long  was  the  hot  debate. 
Then  the  Northern  sister  called  to  her  side 
A  man  for  his  prudence  noted  wide. 

But  she  of  the  South  with  fierce  replies 
Flashed  defiance  out  of  her  eyes. 

Then  shouts  of  "  War  !"  on  the  winds  -went  forth  — 
"  War  1"  from  the  South  :  "  War ! "  from  the  North. 

The  trumpets  blew,  and  tlm  loud  drums  beat: 
The  dumb  earth  quaked  with  the  tread  of  feet. 

To-day  the  cannon  thunder  loud ; 
And  yonder  see  the  battle-cloud. 

To-day  earth's  altar-steps  are  red 
With  precious  blood  of  heroes  shed. 

Look  on  those  swelling  mounds  that  rise — 
These  are  a  nation's  sacrifick. 

May  it  atone  in  God's  just  sight. 
And  wash  our  garments  snowy  white, 

And  kindle  in  the  East  a  ray, 
The  dawn  of  a  broader,  purer  day  I 


THE  SHAKSPEARE  TERCENTENARY. 


337 


Mx.  'Billlm  |jiak0|ii>are,  It  fimt : 

Tercentenary,  April  23,  MDCCCLXIV, 

SHAKSPEARE'S   Tercentenary  must  here-  1  tlie  Stratford  Register  of  Baptisms  appears  un- 
after  be  estimated  by  the  world  chiefly  as  a    der  date  of  April  26,  "William,  son  of  John 


literary  epoch.  It  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing out  some  scores  of  new  works,  new  editions 
of  old  works,  and,  if  not  new  facts,  yet  many 
lights  for  old  facts,  so  that  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  for  the  first  time  have  we  been  brought 
within  reach  of  any  personal  image  of  the  poet. 
Photography  has  come  into  play  to  bring  before 
us  every  paper  connected  with  him  ;  Palaeogra- 
phy has  ascertained  which  are  real,  which  spu- 
rious ;  and  Criticism  has  thoroughly  sifted  ev- 
ery contemporary  line  which  has  been  supposed 
by  any  to  have  reference  to  him.  As  few  of  my 
readers  will  ever  go  through  this  mass  of  new 
works  which  "Mr.  Wm.  Shakspear  of  y^  Globe" 
has  just  written,  through  his  thousands  of  aman- 
uenses now  living,  and  entered  at  Stationers' 
Hall  this  A.D.  186 1,  it  will  not  be  a  superfluous 
work  to  give  here  briefly  (alas,  that  it  must  al- 
ways be  briefly!^  the  sifted  and  actual  knowledge 
that  we  have  concerning  this  man — deferring 
probable  but  uncertain,  and  decidedly  mythical, 
stories  to  later  portions  of  this  article,  where  they 
will  be  appropriate.  It  seems  to  me  wisest  to 
give  the  facts  in  chronological  order. 

Verstegan,  in  his  "  Restitution  of  Decayed 
Intelligence,"  says  :  "Breakspear,  Shakespear, 
and  the  like,  have  been  surnames  imposed  upon 
the  first  bearers  of  them  for  valour  and  feats  of 
arms."  A  certain  Mr.  Shakespear  of  Snitter- 
field,  four  miles  from  Stratford,  was  "rewarded 
with  lands  and  tenements"  "for  his  faithful  and 
approved  service  to  the  late  most  prudent  prince 
Henry  VII.  of  famous  memory."  It  was  prob- 
ahhj  one  of  his  sons  who  in  1550  (Oct.  2)  pur- 
chased the  house  in  Henley  Street  now  known 
as  the  birth-place  of  his  son  William  Shaks- 
peare.  John  Shakespeare  was  a  glover  and  a 
farmer.  In  the  same  year  (June  17)  he  was 
sued  at  court  as  a  glover ;  and  on  November  19 
he  impleaded  a  neighbor  for  unjustly  detaining 
18  quarters  of  barley.  It  was  probably  in  the 
following  year  that  he  married,  for  on  the  15th 
of  September  1558  there  is  a  baptismal  record 
of  "Joan  Shakespeare,  daughter  to  John  Shake- 
speare." His  wife,  Mary,  was  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter by  a  first  wife  of  Robert  Arden,  whose  father 
had  been  groom  of  the  chamber  to  Henry  VII. 
In  the  year  1561  John  Shakespeare  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  hall  of  Stratford,  and  did  in 
that  year  as  such  aflix  Ids  mark  to  a  document 
of  the  hall.  In  the  same  year,  was  born  his  third 
child  and  first  son  William  Shakspeare.*     In 

*  We  do  not  unlertake  to  decide  between  the  score  of 
modes  of  spelling  the  poet's  name,  lie  himself  undoubt. 
edly  wrote  it  Shakspere.  In  quoting  from  documents  we 
follow  the  originals ;  elf=ewhere  we  simply  adopt  the  more 
usual  form,  Shakspeare. — The  portraits  on  the  opposite 
page  ar»  those  which  have  the  best  claim  to  genuineness. 
At  the  top  is  the  Stratford  bust,  shown  from  three  points 
of  view.     At  the  bottom  is  Droeshotit's  print  from  ihe  folio 


Shakspere."  As  baptisms  as  early  as  conven- 
ient after  birth  were  customary  in  those  days  his 
birthday  has  been  fixed  as  the  23d,  though  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  fact  of  that  being  the  day 
of  the  tutelary  saint  of  England  had  something 
to  do  with  the  tradition.  John  Shakspeare  en- 
joyed prosperity  for  some  years.  In  1568  he 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  High  Bailiff.  In 
1569  the  Queen's  players  and  the  Earl  of  Worces- 
ter's players  visited  Stratford  and  performed  in 
it ;  the  former  receiving  nine  shillings  and  the 
latter  one  for  the  entertainment  out  of  the  town's 
funds.  1571  John  Shakspeare  is  alderman,  and 
his  son  William  goes  to  the  free  grammar-school 
then  kept  by  Thomas  Hunt,  who  is  also  curate 
of  Luddington,  a  mile  or  two  distant.  1573 
and  1574  the  "Earl  of  Leicester's  players"  and 
"  my  Lord  Warwick's  players"  visit  Stratford. 
1575  Queen  Elizabeth's  grand  historical  visit  to 
Kcnilworth  (thirteen  miles  from  Stratford)  at- 
tracted by  the  gorgeous  pageantry  of  her  wel- 
come vast  crowds  from  all  mid-England.  1577 
and  the  two  following  years  furnish  evidences 
of  declining  fortunes  with  John  Shakspeare.  He 
is  irregular  in  attendance  on  borough  meetings, 
mortgages  land,  and  the  sum  of  3s.  4c/.  levied  on 
him  by  the  borough  is  "unpaid  and  unaccount- 
ed for."  However  in  1577  he  is  reported  by 
Dethick,  Garter  King  of  Arms,  to  have  had  a 
pattern  of  his  arms  (a  spear  grasped  by  a  falcon) 
engraved  by  Clarence  Cooke,  though  he  did  not 
bear  them  until  1597.  Just  here  come  in  sur- 
mises about  William  Shakspeare ;  that  he  was 
withdrawn  from  school ;  that  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  butcher ;  that  he  studied  in  a  law  of- 
fice ;  and  many  other  things,  Avhich  have  too 
often  been  given  as  history,  but  of  which  there 
is  no  shadow  of  evidence.  The  first  definite  no- 
tice that  we  have  of  him  is  in  1582,  and  is 
Shakspeare's  marriage-bond.  It  was  found  by 
Sir  Thomas  Phillips  in  the  Worcester  registry  in 
1836.  It  bears  date  28th  November,  1582,  and 
in  it  Fulk  Sandalls  and  John  Richardson,  farm- 
ers, of  Stratford,  become  bound  in  forty  ])oiinds 
(a  sum  at  that  time  equal  to  over  a  hundred  now 
in  value)  "that  William  Shagsi)ere,  one  thone 
partie,  and  Anne  Hathwey,  of  Stratford,  in  the 
dioces  of  Worcester,  maiden,  may  lawfully  sol- 
emnize marriage  together,"  "with  once  asking 


of  162.3.  The  small  portrait  below  the  bust  is  from  an 
edition  of  the  Sonnets  published  in  1040;  it  is  apparently 
copied,  with  some  alterations,  from  the  Droeshout  print. 
The  one  on  the  right  is  from  the  Chando.^  portrait,  which 
can  be  traced  back  to  the  possession  of  Divenant  (horn 
1G0.5,  died  IGGS),  who  is  said  to  have  claimed  to  have  been 
the  natural  son  of  Shakspeare.  The  portrait  on  the  loft  is 
said  to  have  been  painted  byCornelius  Janscn.  — For  illus- 
trations of  the  principal  scenes  and  relics  at  Stratfo  d  con- 
nected Avith  Shakspeare,  see  Ilmper'a  Magazine  for  Sep- 
tember, ISGl. 
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of  the  Imiines."  The  docuincnt  also  hears  the 
seal  of  Iv,  II.  (Ivichaid  Ilatliaway.)  The  very 
careful  iiivesti<;ations  made  into  tliis  document 
in  the  light  of  the  law  customs  of  the  time  leave 
no  doubt  wiiatever  that  the  marriage  was  made 
under  urgency,  and  that  the  forty  pounds  were 
to  indemnify  the  minister  in  case  of  line  for 
marrying  with  only  once  asking  bans.  The 
seal  of  K.  II.  gives  a  suspicion  of  coercion  to  the 
marriage  also.  And  when  we  read  in  the  IStrat- 
ford  register  that  in  "1583,  May  2Gth,  Su- 
sanna, daughter  to  William  Shakspeare"  was 
bajjtized  —  this  being  about  six  months  after 
marriage — the  conclusion  is  forced  upon  us  that 
Shakspeare,  in  marrying  this  woman,  who  was 
seven  years  his  senior,  atoned  for  thQ  error  of  a 
passionate  moment. 

Ann  Hathaway  lived  at  Shottery,  a  mile  from 
Stratford,  and  was  without  any  claim  to  blood 
so  gentle  as  that  of  the  Ardens  with  whom 
Shakspeare  was  connected  on  his  mother's  side. 
In  1585  the  Register  of  Bajjtisms  mentions: 
"February  2.  Hamnet  and  Judith,  sonne  and 
daughter  to  William  Shakspere."  Thus  before 
he  has  reached  his  majority  he  has  a  family 
about  him,  and  his  father's  fortunes  are  failing: 
which  probably,  much  more  than  any  prosecu- 
tion for  deer-stealing,  sends  him  to  London. 
From  this  time  Ann  Hathaway  disappears  from 
this  history  until  1G08.  It  was  certainly  about 
this  time  (1585)  that  he  went  to  London,  and 
highly  improbable  that  he  took  his  wife  and 
children  with  him.  The  personal  footprints  of 
Shakspeare  in  London  are  very  faint,  tlie  Elles- 
mere  jiapers,  alleging  a  connection  with  Black- 
friars  Theatre,  and  other  things  again  discover- 
ed by  Collier,  having  been  proved  barefaced 
forgeries.  The  sifting  of  the  supposed  contem- 
porary notices  of  him  have  rendered  it  certain 
that  the  passage  in  Spenser's  "Tears  of  the 
Muses"  containing  the  line, 

''Our  pleasant  Willy^  ah!  is  dead  of  late," 
referred  probably  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney  (whom 
Spenser  calls  "  Willy"  elsewhere — a  name  at 
that  time  for  any  pastoral  poet),  certainly  not  to 
Shakspeare,  who  was  unknown  when  it  was  pub- 
lished (151)0),  certainly  not  dead  or  retired.  Of 
actually  contemporary  notices  but  one  remains 
probable  at  this  time,  and  this  is  in  Greene's 
"  Groatsworth  of  wit  bought  with  a  Million  of 
repentance,"  in  which  it  is  nearly  certain  that  it 
is  Shakspeare  wlio  is  stigmatized  as  "  an  upstart 
crow,  beautified  in  our  feathers,  that  with  Ids 


tijf/er\s  heart  icraj>ped  in  a  /)l(rije/-\s  hide,  supposes 
he  is  as  well  able  to  bombast  out  a  blank  verse 
as  the  best  of  you,  and  being  an  absolute  Johan- 
nes Factotum,  is,  in  his  own  conceit,  the  only 
Shake-scene  in  a  country."  This  shows  that  in 
1502  our  poet  was  of  sufficient  consequence  to 
excite  the  jealous  ire  of  rivals.  The  charge 
of  plagiarism  probably  refers  to  the  fact  that 
Greene's  "  Fandosto,  the  Triumph  of  Time" 
(1588)  seems  to  have  given  the  ])lot  for  the  "Win- 
ter's Tale;"  and  Lodge's  "Rosalind,  Euphue's 
Golden  Legacy"  (1590)  for  "As  you  like  it." 
The  parody  of  the  italicized  passage  in  the 
quotation  from  Greene,  on  the  line  in  the 
Third  Fart  of  Henry  VI.,  Act  i.  Sc.  iv.,  "Oh, 
tiger's  heart  wrapped  in  a  woman's  hide,"  is 
plain. 

159G. — The  burial  entry  of  Stratford  records : 
"  159G,  August  11th,  Hamnet  filius  William 
Shakspere."  1597. — "At  the  term  of  Easter, 
in  the  39th  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth," by  "a  plea  of  covenant"  between  "Will- 
iam Shakespere,  (jentkinan,''^  and  "William  Un- 
derbill, fjentleman,^'  the  former  became  possessed 
of  "one  messuage,  two  barns,  two  gardens,  and 
two  orchards,  with  appurtenances,  in  Stratford- 
upon-Avon,"  for  which  he  gave  "to  the  afore- 
said William  sixty  pounds  sterling. "  The  house 
on  this  property  had  been  built  by  Sir  Hugh 
Clopton  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YIL,  and  was 
called  "the  great  house,"  but  Shakspeare  (^cet. 
33)  called  it  New  Flace.  In  1598  we  find  Shaks- 
peare living  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helen's,  Bish- 
opsgate,  and  in  the  list  of  actors  in  Ben  Jon- 
son's  Kverij  man  in  his  Ilvmor  the  poet's  name 
stands  first.  At  and  from  this  time  contem- 
porary and  generally  complimentary  notices  of 
Shakspeare  in  verses  and  plays  are  frequent; 
and  his  own  plays  had  a  great  popularity.  There 
is  no  evidence,  though  much  assertion,  of  liis 
being  a  popular  actor.  Dr.  Johnson's  hypothe- 
sis of  his  holding  horses  at  the  door  of  the  Globe 
Theatre  is  utterly  baseless  —  the  Globe  being 
readied  by  boats.  At  just  wiiat  time  he  went 
to  Stratford  to  live  it  is  impossible  to  say :  his 
last  appearance  on  the  stage,  of  which  there  is 
any  record,  was  in  1003,  in  Ben  Jonson's  S<ja- 
nus.  But  before  this  we  find  him  mixed  up  with 
business  afiairs  at  Stratford  :  e.g.  1598  "  Fd.  to 
Mr.  Shaxpere  for  one  lod  of  stone  x  d."  1004. 
—  Hamlet  was  this  year  published  by  James 
Roberts.  In  the  "Accounts  of  the  Ixcviils  at 
Court"  the  following  entries  a))pear  :  — 


By  thf  Kings 
Mai'».  plifier.4 

By  hin  Ma"». 
plaiens 

By  his  Ma"". 
plaierH 

By  hi^  Mu"«. 
plaicrd 


Ilallamas  Day,  being  the  fir.-^t  nf  Nov.,  A  play  in  the  banketingc  Ilonso  alt  Whitehall, 
called  the  Moor  of  Venis.     (1G04.) 

The  Sunday  following,  A  play  of  the  Merry  'Wives  of  Windsor.     (Nov.  4,  1G04.J 

On  St.  Stevens  night  in  the  hall  a  play,  Mesiir  for  Mosur.     (Dec.  20,  1004.)    Shaxberd. 

On  InuoBents  niglit  the  play  of  Errors.     (Dec.  2Sth,  1G04.)    Shaxberd. 


In  the  same  year  (1001)  we  find  William  I  year,  "William  Shakespere,  r/Stratford-uppon- 
Siiakespeare  bringing  an  action  against  Fhilip  [  Avon"  bought  from  Ralph  Ilubande  the  uncx- 
Rogcrs,  in  the  Court  of  Stratfcjrd,  fori;  1  I5.s-.  lOr/.,  j  pired  jwrtion  of  a  92  years  lease  dating  from 
the  price  of  malt  delivered  to  him  at  diifercnt  I  1514,  of  the  tithes  of  Stratford  for  the  sum  of 
times.      1605.— On  the  21lh  of  July  of  this  |  £440— which  was  as  much  as  thrice  the  same 
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sum  now — ft'om  which,  as  from  many  other  cir-  j  fellow-actor  at  the  Globe,  bequeaths  him  in  his 
cumstances  carefully  noted  by  his  biographers,  j  will  "a  thirty-shilling  peece  in  gold."  In  the 
his  comfortable  pecuniary  condition  is  justly  ar-  "Accounts  of  the  Revels  at  Court"  for  the  same 
gued.      In  this  year  too  Augustine  Rhilips,  a  j  year  we  have : — 


By  his  Ma"*, 
plaiers 

By  his  Mat's, 
plaiers 

By  his  Ma' '8. 
plaiers 

By  his  Ma'i^ 
plaier3 


Betwin  Newers  day  and  Twelfe  day  a  play  of  Loves  labours  Lost     (1G05) 

On  the  7  of  January  was  played  the  play  of  Henry  the  Fift    (1G05)    Shaxberd. 

On  Shrove  Sunday,  a  play  of  the  Marchant  of  Venis     (Mar.  24th,  1G05)     Shaxberd. 

On  Shrovetusday,  A  play  eauled  Tlie  Marchant  of  "Venis,  againe  commanded  by  the 
King's  Ma"e.     (Mar.  '26th.  1005) 


IGOG. — In  a  survey  of  Rowington  Manor, 
William  Shakspeare  is  noted  as  holding  the 
house  near  New  Place.  1607. — Susanna,  get. 
21,  Shakspeare's  eldest  daughter,  was  married 
to  Dr.  John  Hall,  of  Stratford.  On  the  last  day 
of  the  same  year  the  poet's  youngest  brother, 
Edmund,  was  buried  at  Southwark,  entered  on 
the  register  as  "a  player."  1608,  Sept.  9,  the 
Stratford  Register  notes  the  burial  of  the  poet's 
mother,  "Mayry  Shaxpere,  Wydowe.'^  Oct. 
16th  the  poet  stands  sponsor  for  his  "godson 
"William  Walker"  (to  whom  in  his  will  he  leaves 
"  20.S.  in  gold").  In  the  same  year  Hallam 
says  "  The  Yorkshire  Tragedy,"  put  on  the  stage 
in  1604,  was  published  with  Shakspeare's  name  ; 
doubtless  a  trick,  but  showing  that  his  name  was 
a  taking  one  with  the  public.  It  is  in  this  year 
also  that  we  meet  once  more  the  name  of  Shaks- 
peare's wife.  Thomas  Whittington,  shepherd  to 
Richard  Hathaway,  dying,  leaves  in  his  will 
"unto  the  poor  of  Stratford  40.s.  that  is  in  the 
hand  of  Anne  Shaxpere,  wyfe  unto  Mr.  Wyllyam 


Shaxpere,  and  is  due  debt  unto  me,  being  paid 
to  mine  executor  by'the  said  Wyllyam  Shaxpere 
or  his  assignees."  Old  legal  forms  of  bequests 
similar  to  this  indicate  that  such  dispositions 
were  made  of  small  sums  where  payment  was 
never  expected,  or  had  been  often  refused. 
1609. — "Shakesperes  Sonnets.  Never  before 
imprinted.  At  London,  by  G.  Eld,  for  T.  T., 
and  are  to  be  sold  by  John  Wright,  dwelling  at 
Christ  Church-gate,  1609,"  is  the  title  of  a  small 
quarto  which  contains  IS-l  Sonnets,  and  "A 
Lover's  Complaint."  In  the  Stationer's  entry^ 
T.  T.  is  explained  as  Tlio.  Thorpe.  March  15, 
Shakspeare  issues  against  John  Addenbrooke, 
Stratford,  for  £6  of  debt  and  245.  damages  and 
costs ;  and,  he  not  being  found,  prosecutes  his 
surety  Thomas  Horneby  on  the  7th  June  follow- 
ing. 1611. — In  a  list  of  donations  "  colected 
towards  the  charge  of  prosecutyng  the  bill  in  par- 
liament for  the  better  repair  of  high  waies  &c." 
Shakspeare's  name  is  found.  In  the  "Account 
of  Revels  at  Court"  are  the  following  entries  : — 


By  the  King's 
players 

The  King's 
players 


Hallomas  Nyght  was  presented  att  Wliitehall  before  the  Kiuges  Ma''^.  a  play  called 
The  Tempest     (Nov  1,  IGll) 

Tlie  5th  of  November :  A  play  called  The  Winter  Nightes  Tayle    (IGll) 


1612. — The  Stratford  Burial  Register  con- 
tains:  "February  4.  Rich  :  Shakspere." 

1613. — A  letter  from  Thomas  Lorkin,  dated 
"London,  this  last  day  of  June  1613,"  says: 
"No  longer  since  than  yesterday,  while  Bour- 
bege  his  companie  were  acting  at  the  Globe  the 
play  of  Hen(ry)  Vill.,  and  there  shooting  of 
certain  chambers  in  way  of  triumph,  ihe  fire 
catched  and  fastened  upon  the  thatch  of  the 
house,  and  there  burned  so  furiously  as  it  con- 
sumed the  Avhole  house  and  all  in  lesse  than  two 
hours,  the  people  having  enough  to  doe  to  save 
themselves."  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  loss 
came  to  Shakespeare  by  this,  or  that  any  of  his 
MSS.  were  lost. 

1614.— John  Combe,  bailiff  for  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  died,  and  in  his  will  bequeathed  "to 
Mr.  William  Shacksjoere,  five  pounds."  In  the 
Stratford  Chamberlain's  accounts  we  have  for 
this  year:  "Item:  for  one  quart  of  sack,  and 
on  quart  of  clarett  winne  gevon  to  a  preacher  at 
the  Newe  Place,  xx''."  1616,  Feb.  10,  Judith, 
the  poet's  youngest  daugiiter,  xt.  31,  was  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Quincy,  vintner,  Stratford.  And 
further  on  in  this  year  we  have  on  the  Stratford 
Register  this  momentous  entry : 

i6i6.     April  25.     Will.  Shakspere,  Gent. 


Of  the  circumstances  of  his  death  we  know 
nothing.  A  tradition  extant  forty-five  years 
after  his  death  asserts,  "  Shakespear,  Drayton, 
and  Ben  Jonson,  had  a  merrie  meeting,  and  itt 
seems  drunk  too  hard,  for  Shakespear  died  of  a 
feavour  then  contracted."  But  this  is  mere  tra- 
dition. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1617,  we  know  that 
Dr.  John  Hall,  Shakspeare's  son-in-law,  was  in- 
habiting New  Place.  But  what  of  his  wife? 
We  have  that  singular  interpolated  clause  of  his 
will:  "Item:  I  give  unto  my  wicf  my  second 
best  bed  with  the  furniture^''''  which  Mr.  Howard 
Staunton  gives  us  t-oo  good  reason  to  believe 
was  in  that  day  a  method  of  showing  contempt. 
But  there  is  an  intimation  in  the  register  of 
burial  that  she  may  have  married  again  after 
Shakspeare's  death  :  "Mrs.  James"  being  coup- 
led by  a  brace  with  "wife  of  William  Shake- 
spear," by  association  with  whom  she  at  least 
had  the  grace  or  pride  to  wish  to  be  remember- 
ed. Mr.  James  was  a  shoemaker  of  Stratford. 
Shakspeare's  wife  survived  him  seven  years,  and 
was  buried  by  his  side.  The  mystery  of  their  re- 
lation will  ])robably  never  be  satisfactorily  cleared 
away ;  but  the  evidence  looks  very  much  as  if  the 
poet  had  been  unhappy  in  his  domestic  life. 

The  first  edition  of  Shakspeare's  works  ap- 
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peared  in  1623,  with  a  portrait  by  Martin  Droe- 
shout,  representing  him  probably  in  the  dress 
of  one  of  his  characters,  Adam,  and  accompa- 
nying; lines  by  Ben  Jonson  indicating  its  cor- 
rectness as  a  likeness. 

Now,  reader,  there  is  Shakspeare's  life,  if  yon 
choose  to  consider  it  tliat,  and  not,  as  some 
think,  the  mask  of  a  life.  Nay,  do  we  not  all 
feel,  at  every  insignificant  point  of  it,  the  pres- 
ence of  shadows?  Has  not  each  of  us  asked 
of  him,  as  he  of  another, 

''What  is  j'our  subntance,  whereof  are  yoii  made, 
That  millions  of  strange  shadows  on  you  tend?" 

It  is,  brother-in-curiosity,  up  into  the  very  region 
of  these  shadows,  and  to  a  week's  play  of  hide- 
and-seek  with  them,  that  the  great  Tercentenary 
calls  us.  And  I  will  suppose  you  all  the  more 
eager  to  go  because  it  does  not  imply  the  re- 
moval of  guineas  from  your  pocket,  which,  I 
have  reason  to  assure  you,  is  the  final  test  of 
Hero-worship. 

Emerson  declares  us  very  clumsy  writers  of 
history,  in  that,  concerning  a  man,  we  simply 
"tell  the  chronicle,  parentage,  birth,  birth-place, 
schooling,  school-mates,  earning  of  money,  mar- 
riage, publication  of  books,  celebrity,  death." 
Well,  in  the  lack  of  more  details,  let  it  be  re- 
corded in  future,  as  a  chapter  in  Will  Shaks- 
peare's biography,  that  three  hundred  years  aft- 
er his  death  he  was  still  powerful  enough  to  stir 
as  terrible  a  tempest  as  Ariel's  in  the  theatrical 
and  literary  worlds  of  England;  that  he  still 
magically  evoked  long  ears  on  the  heads  of  roar- 
ing Bottoms ;  that  he  was  still  potent  to  discov- 
er innumerable  Shallows  in  England ;  and  that 
Louis  Napoleon's  knees  trembled  at  his  ghost, 
and  forbade  it  to  appear  in  Paris.  Vainly  should 
I  attempt  to  describe  the  epidemic  fever  whicli 
seized  us  here  previous  to  this  Festival.  The 
Pheli)sites  glared  on  the  Fechterites,  and  the 
programmes  of  Drury  Lane  were  covered  with 
such  words  about  a  foreigner'' s  daring  to  play 
Hamlet  over  the  grave  of  Shakspeare,  that  poor 
Mr.  Fechter  must  have  been  beaten  (morally) 
black  and  blue ;  for  even  at  last  he  failed  to  ap- 
pear. Then  came  the  strife  as  to  who  should 
say  or  do  the  finest  thing  about  Shakspeare  that 
ever  was  said  or  done.  One  lady  I  heard  of  de- 
termined that  nothing  edible  not  mentioned  by 
Shakspeare  should  come  upon  her  table.  Her 
husband,  who  had  been  fond  of  his  omelet  for 
breakfiist,  was  much  alarmed  at  this ;  but  his 
wife  relieved  his  heart  by  Anglicizing  the  viand 
into  ^Avdet,  and  giving  the  A  a  broad  Teutonic 
sound.  A  Stratford  committeeman  meets  a 
London  committeeman,  and  they  shake  hands 
in  preparation  for  a  Shakspearian  duel. 

Stratford.  "Have  you  seen  the  morning's 
paper  ?" 

London.  ^^Pah  !  paper !  What's  the  use  of 
a  paj)er  now?  Shaks])eare  has  written  every 
thing  down  beforehand." 

Stratford.  "Stuff!  Did  Shakspeare  write 
about  that  treadmill  there  ?" 

London.  "Certainly.  *  Down,  down!  thou 
climbing  sorrow !'" 


Stratford  {taking  off  his  hat  and  vAping  his 
forehead).  "  I  really  believe  you're  right.  How 
plainly,  too,  he  alluded  to  Garibaldi  when  he 
spoke  of  taking  '  up  arms  against  a  See  of  trou- 
bles?'" 

Of  course  we  all  laughed  at  these  fever-strick- 
en simpletons.  I  for  one  ventured,  when  the 
talk  about  Shakspeare  became  overpowering,  to 
defend  myself  by  telling  the  story  of  the  man- 
ager in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  who  declared  to 
Mr.  Macready  that  "  tliet  ere  Shakespur  was 
clean  played  out  in  Memphis."  But,  alas,  it  is 
only  as  people  launched  for  a  sea-voyage  laugh 
at  the  first  victims — with  a  laugh  that  frequent- 
ly terminates  gravely  and  grimly.  Before  I 
knew  it,  I  found  myself  looking  up  old  Shaks- 
pearian MSS.  at  the  British  Museum  :  then — a 
fatal  sign — trying  to  read  his  will  in  its  old  let- 
tering ;  until  at  length  the  fever  was  full  on  me 
and  I  on  Stratford. 

Whirled  along  now,  past  the  towers  of  Wind- 
sor, past  the  minsters  of  Oxford,  we  pause  not 
until  we  reach  the  porch  of  our  temple — which 
happens  to  be  a  little  station,  manifestly  built 
irrespective  of  Tercentenaries — and  are  intrust- 
ed, four  hundred  strong,  with  luggage,  to  Strat- 
ford's extra  accommodating  force  of  nine  cabs, 
to  be  taken  to  our  various  quarters.  Neverthe- 
less, thou  and  I,  reader,  find  ourselves,  in  some 
inexplicable  way,  snugly  quartered  in  the  Old 
White  Lion  Hotel,  next  door  to  the  Birth-house 
of  Shakspeare.  We  would  indeed  visit  that 
house  this  very  evening — the  eve  of  the  Festival 
— but  it  is  forbidden  :  no  lamp,  nor  fire  of  any 
kind,  is  ever  allowed  within  those  sacred  walls, 
hot  water  in  pipes  being  introduced  from  a  neigh- 
boring house  to  keep  the  walls  from  suflfering 
by  dampness.  So  we  lounge  about  the  hotel, 
and  find  what  characters  we  have  about  us. 

Passing  now  into  the  smoking-room,  we  find 
a  group  with  punch,  pipes,  and  tobacco,  who  arc 
listening  to  some  profound  physiognomical  re- 
marks from  a  young  man  on  the  bust  of  Shaks- 
peare in  the  church.  As  we  seat  ourselves,  one 
of  the  group  leans  over  and  whispers  to  us : 
"Look  carefully  at  that  face  and  head,"  says 
he,  taking  his  pipe  out  of  his  mouth,  and  mo- 
tioning with  it  toward  the  physiognomical  speak- 
er. We  look.  Again  he  whispers,  "That,  Sir, 
is  a  real  descendant  of  William  Shakspeare ! 
You  have  only  to  look  carofdhj  to  see  the  re- 
semblance to  the  bust."  Of  course  we  look 
engerly  with  our  new  light.  Baldish  at  the  top 
of  the  forehead  the  gentleman  decidedly  is  ;  yes, 
and  he  has  mustaches,  undoubtedly,  which  are 
Shakspearian  characteristics.  But  as  his  dis- 
coursings  proceed  I,  for  one,  have  an  impression 
that  King  John  is  ])referable  for  style ;  and,  in 
fact,  find  no  difficulty  in  res])onding  to  the  an- 
nouncement of  a  steak  in  the  dining-room,  which 
room  mine  host  of  the  White  Lion  has  notably 
named  The  Tempest. 

Bright  and  early  next  morning  we  enter  the 
Shakspeare  House,  already  filled  with  groups. 
An  old  lady,  a  young  lady,  and  a  policeman,  for 
guides  and  guards,  attend  us.    First  of  all,  "you 
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wish  to  see  the  room  in  which  He  was  born.'' 
Of  course.  And  yet  one  can  not  help  remem- 
bering that  this  first  room,  now  so  guarded,  was 
a  few  years  ago  a  butcher's  shop ;  and  one  half 
of  the  house  was  a  public  house,  known  as  The 
Sic  an  and  Maidenhead.  The  idea  of  making 
this  house  into  a  shrine  is  one  of  very  recent 
date.  Up  the  old  stair-way  we  grope,  and  pres- 
ently stand  in  the  room  where  the  immortal 
Shakspeare  was  born. 

The  walls  of  tlie  room  are  covered  over  with 
millions,  one  may  say,  of  autographs.  And 
among  them  all  one  may  count  on  one's  fingers 
those  which  recall  any  real  name,  these  being 
pointed  out  by  the  old  lady. 

We  now  enter  the  Museum,  and  are  shown, 
first,  an  old  desk  from  the  Grammar  School,  at 
which  it  is  alleged  the  boy  Shakspeare  sat  learn- 
ing his  "small  Latin  and  less  Greek,"  as  Ben 
Jonson's  line  persists  in  putting  it.  Then  we 
have,  neatly  carved  in  greenstone,  the  figure  of 
the  young  man  under  the  crab-tree,  preserving 
the  story  which  is  always  told  with  that  of  the 
deer-stealing,  although  not  half  so  authentic. 
This  legend  relates  that  in  the  village  of  Bidford, 
seven  miles  below  Stratford,  two  clubs  used  to 
meet,  known  as  the  Topers  and  the  Slppers. 
The  Topers  enjoyed  the  highest  reputation  as 
masters  of  the  art  of  drinking — that  is,  of  drink- 
ing a  great  deal  without  getting  drunk — and  on 
one  occasion  challenged  all  England  to  drink 
witli  them  on  a  Whit-Monday.  Stratford  ac- 
cepted the  challenge,  and  among  those  who  went 
to  the  contest  was  Shakspeare.  On  arriving  at 
Bidford,  they  found  that  the  Topers  had  gone  on 
a  frolic  to  Evesham.  The  Slppers,  however, 
teok  up  the  challenge,  and  conquered.  Thor- 
oughly muddled,  the  Stratfordians  started  home- 
ward ;  but  Shakspeare  could  not  go  farther  than 
a  certain  crab-tree,  where  he  lay  in  profound 
slumber  until  morning.  He  was  awakened  by 
a  detachment  of  his  comrades  who  wished  to  re- 
new the  contest;  but  Shakspeare,  quite  penitent, 
declined,  alleging  that  he  had  already  drank  with 

"  Piping  Pebworth,  dancing  Marston, 
Haunted  Hillborougli,  iuingry  Grafton  ; 
With  dodging  Exhall,  pnpist  Wixford, 
Beggarly  Broom,  and  drunken  Bidford;" 

referring  to  the  villages  around  to  which  his  op- 
ponents belonged.  Apocryphal  as  this  story  is, 
it  certainly  was  extant  in  1790,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  labeling  the  surrounding  villages. 
The  old  crab-tree  perished  by  natural  decay  in 
1824,  and  an  old  gate-post  is  now  all  that  marks 
the  spot.  The  room  is  sliown  at  Bidford  where 
the  battle  took  place,  and  the  old  sign  of  the 
Falcon  Inn  associated  with  it  is  preserved  in 
this  Museum,  with  pieces  of  the  ?rab-trce. 

New  Place,  where  the  poet  resided  in  his  last 
years,  was  sold  by  the  trustees  of  Lady  Barnard, 
a  descendant  of  Shakspeare,  to  Sir  Edward 
Walker,  and  finally  came  to  Sir  John  Clopton, 
who  mariied  Sir  Edward's  daughter.  Sir  John 
built  a  fine  house  in  place  of  the  venerable  struc- 
ture. Sir  Hugh  Clopton,  Sir  John's  successor, 
afterward  owned  the  place,  and  entertained  the 
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actors  Garrick,  Macklin,  and  Delane  under  the 
old  mulberry-tree  in  the  garden,  which,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  Shakspeare  himself  had  plant- 
ed. In  1751  Rev,  Francis  Gastrell  came  into 
possession,  and  in  a  fit  of  anger  at  the  number 
of  people  who  came  to  see  the  mulberry-tree,  cut 
it  down.  He  also  pulled  down  the  house,  to 
avoid  paying  poor-rates  for  a  house  he  did  not 
occupy ;  and  soon  afterward  was  forced  by  the 
wrath  of  Stratford  to  leave  the  place.  His  min- 
iature is  kept  here  for  execration.  The  mul- 
beriT-tree  was  cut  up  into  many  relics  and 
trinkets,  some  of  Avhich  are  preserved  in  this 
Museum,  as  also  is  a  small  vial  with  some  of 
the  mulberries.  At  New  Place  one  now  sees 
only  a  cellar,  with  an  old  well  nearly  filled  up  in 
the  centre.  Thorough  excavations  have  of  course 
been  made  there  with  the  following  results : 
24  clay  pipes,  3  old-fashioned  thimbles,  1  knife, 
1  fork,  1  button,  1  old  candlestick.  When  my 
reader  reflects  what  mouth  may  have  been  fed 
by  tkat  knife  and  fork,  what  lips  may  have 
held  those  pipes,  what  immortal  pantaloons  may 
have  been  fastened  by  that  button,  and  that  the 
candlestick  (found,  like  truth,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  well)  might  have  held  a  light  for  the  writing 
of  Othello^  he  will  pardon  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  I  looked  upon  these  relics.  Another  cu- 
riosity is  a  pair  of  stirrups — steel,  with  brass 
tops — which  were  found  in  the  garden  of  the 
Shakspeare  House  itself,  I  believe,  and  are  called 
"  Shakspeare's  stirrups ;"  but  a  matter  of  real 
interest  is  an  old  ring,  found  near  Stratford 
church-yard  by  a  workman.  It  is  a  gold  signet- 
ring,  inscribed  with  the  initials  W.  S.,  with  a 
true-lover's  knot  between  the  letters. 

We  now  turn  from  the  Museum  ;  but  ere  we 
leave  the  Shakspeare  House  pass  into  the  well- 
kept  garden  devoted  to  the  nurture  of  such 
flowers  and  other  plants  as  have  been  named  in 
the  works  of  the  Poet.  As  we  return  we  ob- 
serve a  London  swell — an  exasperated  case  of 
the  same — who  lias  entered  with  two  magnificent 
young  ladies.  The  first  thing  Milord  does  is  to 
take  out  his  superb  gold  pencil  and  move  toward 
the  wall,  whereupon  the  old  lady  la3's  her  hand 
upon  his  arm  :  ' '  We  don't  allow  visitors  to  write 
on  the  walls."  "Oh! — ah! — why  there  are 
a  great  many  written  alwcady."  "Yes,  but  now 
we  have  a  book  for  visitors'  names."  "  But 
why  don't  you  allow  any  more  on  the  walls?" 
"Why,  of  course  now  and  then  we  miglit  get 
the  name  of  some  distinguished  man,  and  that 
we  would  like ;  but.  Sir,  the  most  of  people  who 
want  to  write  on  the  walls  are  people  of  no  'count 
at  all,  Sir — no  'count  at  all!"  Whereupon  Mi- 
lord turns  red,  girls  smile  faintly,  and  the  oM 
lady  passes  to  the  next  antiquity. 

But  we  must  now  pause  in  our  sight-seeing, 
for  the  time  of  the  Grand  Banquet,  witii  wliich 
the  Festival  opens,  is  at  hand.  Thither  we  go, 
then,  and  are  at  once  dazzled  by  the  sj)lendor  of 
the  scene.  Long  lines  of  tables,  beautifully  or- 
natnented  with  flowers  and  figures.  Saccharine 
j  Romeos,  pasty  Hamlets,  iced  Portias,  on  cake 
\  pedestals,  make  eye  and  i)alatG  juicy  simultane- 
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ously.  And  the  Bill  of  Fare  seems  to  indicate 
that,  after  all,  the  secret  of  Shakspeare's  genius 
lay  in  a  transcendent  gastronomy.  We  feasted 
on  "a  very,  very  iteacock  ;"  our  bills,  like  Fal- 
stafV's.  contained,  ''Item,  a  capon,  2.s-.  2d. ;"  we 
picked  the  "dainty  duck"  uitliout  any  such  ter- 
rible indigestion  as  the  fat  kniglit  experienced 
at  Heme's  Oak  ;  Ave  conquered  "  the  full-acorned 
boar."  Then  came  tlic  "queen  of  curds  and 
cream."  IMeanwhilc  the  butlers  cried  with  obli- 
gato  of  l)oi)s,  "He  calls  for  wine;  'a  health,' 
(pioth  he. "  Alcott  used  to  tell  us  that  we  should 
breakfast  on  boAvls  of  sunshine  :  but  even  he 
did  not  anticipate  epic  roasts  and  lyric  flagons. 

Looking  at  the  long  line  of  distinguislied  vis- 
itors present — i.e.,  those  who  were  to  make  the 
speeches — I  was  sorry  to  see  only  one  or  two 
literary  men,  and  those  scarcely  of  the  first  class. 
Richard  jMonckton  Milnes  (Lord  Houghton)  was 
the  most  notable  of  these.  There  was  also  Arch- 
bishop Trench.  But  chiefly  there  were  Lords 
and  Sirs.  The  Earl  of  Carlisle — a  lively,  gray- 
haired  old  man,  with  ribbons  and  stars  on  his 
breast  —  presided,  and  made  a  fair  speech. 
Mayor  Flower,  of  Stratford,  made  the  heartiest 
address.  An  address  from  the  institution  found- 
ed in  the  "fathcrhouse  of  GOthe,"  at  Frankfort, 
richly  engrossed  with  pictures  of  the  birth-places 
of  Gothe  and  Shakspeare,  was  presented  ;  and 
felicitations  from  Russia  were  received.  There 
were  plenty  of  those  sharp  cries  of  agony  Avhich 
Englishmen  call  "cheers."  The  health  of  tlie 
American  poets  was  proposed  by  a  gentleman 
who  evidently  did  not  know  the  name  of  any 
author  in  America,  but  was  gracious  enough  to 
declare  that  "  they  [tlie  American  poets]  drew 
their  inspiration  from  the  same  source  with 
ourselves."  And  the  company  dispersed,  pend- 
ing a  metaphysical  argument  by  a  German  Pro- 
fessor, showing  that  Gothe,  Sliakspeare,  and 
Homer  had  a  kind  of  hypostatic  unit}'.  On  the 
whole,  I  left  the  banquet  more  than  ever  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  the  fault  of 
every  English  public  dinner  is  its  hopeless  con- 
ventionality. Not  more  regularly  does  the  clock- 
hand  move  round  than  it  brings  the  toasts  to  the 
Queen,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  the  chairman,  etc.,  etc., 
each  bawled  out  by  the  liveried  and  white- 
cravatted  beadle  behind  the  cliairman.  There 
is  no  spontaneity — no  fun.  The  s])eeches  are 
simply  cut-and-dricd  eulogies  with  appended 
quotations.  The  Queen  is,  of  course,  "born  to 
command,"  and  Alexandra  "the  glass  of  fash- 
ion and  the  mould  of  form,"  and  Shakspeare  "a 
man,  take  him  for  all  in  all,"  etc. 

The  second  day  of  the  Festival  is  Sunday, 
and  those  of  us  wlio  do  not  go  a-boating  on  the 
Avon,  to  be  logically  and  theologically  upset,  or 
to  walk  along  the  banks  and  watch  the  beautiful 
swans,  will  hear  the  new  Archl)ishop  of  l)ul)lin 
(Trench)  in  the  morning,  and  the  I5ishop  of  St. 
Andrews  (Wordsworth,  a  relative  of  the  poet) 
in  the  afternoon.  I  take  my  position  in  the 
crowded  church,  hear  the  service  intoned,  and 
the  anthems  sweetly  sung  by  the  little  boys  in 


white  gowns;  meditate  on  the  humility  of  the 
noble  family  who  sit  in  raised  pews  curtained 
oil"  from  the  rest  of  the  congregation,  with  coats 
of  arms  on  the  walls  around  them  ;  observe 
the  beadle,  with  his  red  coat,  distinguished  air, 
and  long  stall",  who  frequents  the  aisle,  until  at 
last  the  Archbishop  enters  upon  a  discourse  in 
which  Shakspeare  —  the  gastronomic  S.,  as  I 
thought  last  night  —  appears  Ijefore  me  as  a 
saint.  "O  rare  Ben  Jonson  I"  why  did  you 
not  tell  us  this?  But  in  the  afternoon  I  learn 
that  he  is  not  only  a  saint,  but  an  especially 
KjxjUsIi  saint.  He  is  the  intensely  national 
prophet  and  poet.  So  these  Italians  who  admire 
his  representations  of  Venice  and  Verona,  and 
those  scholars  who  find  all  ancient  Rome  in 
him,  must  be  careful  to  remember  that,  after  all, 
he  is  the  baef-and-ale  saint.  Nevertheless  I 
could  not  help  reflecting  that  the  greatest  Hamlet 
of  the  stage  is  Fechter,  the  finest  Juliet  Stella 
Colas;  on  those  telegrams  from  Russia,  that  ad- 
dress from  Frankfort ;  and  the  celebrations  that 
were  then  going  on  in  America  in  homage  to 
that  genius  which  is  a  flower  with  hues  from  the 
sky  bending  over  all  nations,  whose  fragrance  is 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth. 

A  better  sermon  it  was  when,  after  the  Bish.op 
Avas  done,  a  group  of  men  and  women  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  gathered  about  the  grave  in 
the  chancel  to  gaze  on  the  features  of  the  man 
Avho  owned  a  shrine  in  each  of  them.  The  bust, 
which,  with  its  carefully  carved  and  colored 
clothing,  undoubtedly  presented  Shakspeare  as 
he  ai)peared  to  his  contemporaries,  Avas,  it  Avill 
be  remembered,  painted  Avhite  by  poor  silly  Ma- 
lone,  just  as  his  real  mind  and  character  had 
l.een  by  tlie  Bislio])'s  during  the  day.  But  it 
has  uoAv  been  pretty  Avell  restored  to  its  original 
condition.  It  is  very  plain,  hoAvever,  that  Avhen 
Shakspeare  died  no  fine  tomb  or  bust  Avas  thought 
of.  Yet  it  could  not  have  been  long  after  the 
publication  of  his  Avorks,  seven  years  after  his 
death,  that  all  Avho  had  knoAvn  the  poet  had 
reason  to  be  jjroud  of  it.  I  remember  Avell  to 
have  often  seen  an  old  grave-stone  in  the  colo- 
nial ])arish  cliurch-yard  at  Fredericksburg,  Vir- 
ginia, on  Avhich  it  Avas  Avritten  that  beneath  Avas 
the  dust  of  one  Avho  had  been  "  a  ])all-bearer  at 
the  funeral  of  William  Shakspeare,"  that  being 
the  one  thing  memorable  in  a  life  Avhich  ended 
in  the  early  ])art  of  the  1 7tli  century.  As  I  read 
and  re-read  the  Avell-knoAvn  lines, 

"Good  frcnd  for  Jesus  sake  forbearc,"  etc., 
I  could  scarcely  Avonder  that  poor  IMiss  Delia 
Bacon  believed  that  they  contained  a  deeper 
sense,  and  I  pictured  her  there  at  midnight,  Avith 
lantern  and  ])ick,  about  to  dig  for  the  secret  of 
the  Baconian  authorship  of  the  plays — there 
Avith  the  shadow  of  lunacy  closing  uj)on  her. 

Monday  morning  shines  bright  and  clear 
upon  us.  Let  us  use  its  first  hours  in  strolling 
through  the  "Shakspeare  Gallery;"  for  perhaps 
the  most  interesting  feature  of  the  Stratford 
celebration  is,  that  it  has  brought  together  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  of  the  finest  pic- 
tures in  England.    The  Queen,  fortunately,  had 
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set  the  example  by  sendiii;,'  her  magnificent 
painting,  by  Sir  T.  Lawrence,  of  John  Philip 
Kemble  as  Hamlet ;  and,  of  course,  the  nobility 
followed,  the  result  being  a  collection  never 
again  to  be  seen,  and  one  worthy  a  journey  over 
the  Atlantic  to  see.  Walking  through  these 
rooms  we  are  thrilled  witli  a  sense  of  the  fullness 
of  that  genius  which,  after  filling  all  the  moulds 
of  its  own  art,  had  yet  enough  to  enrich  other 
arts  with  such  pictures  as  these  and  such  music 
as  the  Somernachtstraum  music  of  Mendelssohn 
and  "  Coriolanus"  of  Beethoven. 

Our  first  attraction  is  to  the  portraits  of 
Sliakspeare,  of  which  there  are  thirty  here,  all 
claiming  a  degree  of  authenticity.  We  have 
here  the  courtly  Shaks])eare,  whom  aristocracy 
loves  to  think  of  as  reading  his  plays  to  Queen 
Elizabeth ;  the  scholarly  Sliakspeare,  as  think- 
ers love  to  enshrine  him,  "sicklied  o'er  with 
the  pale  cast  of  thought,"  pen  in  hand,  library 
around  ;  and  we  have  the  theatrical  Sliakspeare 
as  the  followers  of  his  art  love  to  picture  him. 
After  closely  examining  these  old  paintings  I 
am  convinced  that  they  have  all  branched  off, 
under  training  of  the  above-named  several  con- 
ceptions, from  the  portrait  in  the  Folio  of  1623 
(the  Drocshout  portrait),  and  the  bust  in  the 
chiH'ch.  Three  of  these  portraits  are  remark- 
able as  giving  the  bard  a  long  Puritanic  face, 
strongly  resembling  Calvin's,  and  I  can  not  help 
thinking  that  they  date  from  the  time  when  the 
Puritans  began  to  claim  this  play-actor.  What 
a  tribute  it  is  to  the  catholicity  of  the  Bard  that 
the  Puritan,  the  Churchman,  and  the  Catholic 
all  claim  him  as  of  their  faith  !  It  is  simply 
true  that  he  painted  them  all  Avithout  the  bias 
of  the  parties  of  his  age,  and  that  they  were  in- 
clndod  in  his  all-enfolding  genius  as  they  were 
in  Nature,  and  fur  the  same  reason.  Among 
other  images  I  was  somewhat  interested  in  the 
alleged  mask  of  Sliakspeare,  which  has  been  of 
recent  years  intrusted  to  Professor  Owen.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  purchased  by  a  German  no- 
bleman (Kesselstadt)  an  embassador  in  London, 
and  a  devotee  of  the  theatre  in  Sliaks])eare's  time. 
Max  Miiller  certifies  to  the  genuineness  of  its 
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history  as  to  date,  and  its  being  brought  from 
London  at  that  time.  Owen  and  other  men  of 
ability  believe  it  to  be  as  the  German  family 
tradition  asserts,  the  real  mask  of  the  dead 
Shakspeare.  So  does  Fanny  Kemble.  Mr.  Car- 
lyle  disbelieves  it.  If,  as  there  is  much  reason 
to  believe,  tlie  bust  in  tlie  cliurch  was  from  a 
mask  of  Shakspeare,  then  the  other  is  not ;  fiev- 
ertheless  it  is  a  subject  of  interest  and  discus- 
sion. My  belief  is  that,  after  all,  we  have  no 
satisfactory  likeness  of  Shaks})eare  other  than 
that  which  is  found  in  the  first  Folio,  by  the 
side  of  which  Ben  Jonson,  who  knew  the  poet 
best,  wrote  these  lines  : 

This  Figure,  that  thou  here  seest  put, 
It  was  for  gentle  Shukcppeare  cut ; 
Wherein  the  Graver  had  a  strife 
With  Nature,  to  out-doo  the  life : 

0  could  he  but  have  drawne  Ids  Wit 
As  well  in  Brasse  as  he  hath  hit 

His  Face;  the  Print  would  then  surpasse 

All,  tliat  was  ever  wiit  in  Brasso ; 

But,  since  he  cannot,  Header,  looke 

Not  on  his  Picture,  but  his  Booke.  B.  I. 

Turning  now  to  other  pictures,  we  are  first  of 
all  moved  to  admire  the  superb  painting  sent 
by  the  Queen.  Such  a  man  as  Kemble  might 
have  been  created  simply  to  interpret  for  man- 
kind the  noble  forms  conceived  by  S]uiks])eare. 
As  he  stands  there  with  Yorick's  skull  in  his 
hand  he  is  Hamlet.  But  even  more  is  the  sat- 
isfaction with  which  we  turn  to  look  at  Mrs. 
Siddons  as  The  Tragic  Muse,  painted  by  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds.  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  de- 
clared this  to  be  the  finest  female  portrait  in 
the  world.  Sir  Robert  Harvey,  an  eminent  pa- 
tron of  art  in  the  last  century  possessed  a  valu- 
able picture  which  Sir  Joshua  coveted.  But 
there  was  a  picture  Avhich  Sir  Joshua  had  paint- 
ed on  the  hem  of  Mrs.  Siddons's  garment  that 
Sir  Robert  coveted.  U])on  agreement  Sir  Josh- 
ua painted  from  it  the  present  picture,  a  dupli- 
cate, and  received  in  return  for  it  that  other 
which  Harvey  owned.  It  is  in  most  perfect 
condition,  and  a  picture  that  I  could  spend  days 
gazing  at.  But  we  must  hasten  along  these 
fascinating  rooms  where  one  may  get  to  know 
so  well  the  faces  of  Garrick  and  liis  wife, 
of  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Twiss,  of  Mrs.  Fitz- 
William,  of  Foote,  Kean,  Macklin,  Lady 
Hamilton,  and  a  host  of  others,  in  many 
rich  Shaksjjcarian  scenes,  and  each  in 
their  favorite  character.      How  many  do 

1  know  who  would  take  delight  in  this 
painting  by  Briggs  of  Fanny  Kemble 
dressing  for  her  first  appearance  on  the 
stage  (in  the  character  of  Juliet),  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemble  and  Mrs.  Daven- 
port about  her?  It  is  cruel  to  those  who 
have  not  seen  these  pictures  to  dwell  on 
them,  so  let  me  close  with  a  mention  of 
one  SAveet  concei)tion  by  Green,  The 
Dream  of  Shaksi)eare.  Partly  it  relates 
to  the  deer-stealing  anecdote.  Under  a 
broad  forest  tree  lies  a  noble  youth  asleep. 
By  his  side  is  the  newly-slain  deer.  A 
hound  ])okcs  his   nose  close  up  to  the 
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youth's  face,  and  clangor  follows  close  in  the  low- 
erin<;  face,  peering  between  tiic  bushes,  of  the 
game-kcej)er.  This  scene  fills  one-fourth  of  the 
picture,  in  the  fore-ground.  The  young  Shaks- 
))eare's  face  is  meanwliile  turned  awny  from  the 
deer  and  the  kccj)er :  and  before  him,  in  the 
bright  or  shadowy  forms  of  a  dream,  there 
stretch  those  wondrous  scenes  and  ideals  which 
are  in  the  future  to  be  evolved  from  tliat  brain. 
Tiiere  see  we  the  weird  spirits  of  Macbeth,  and 
the  radiant  pageant  of  the  Tempest ;  passionate 
Juliet  is  awaking  to  the  death  of  love;  Hamlet 
stands  like  Fate  beside  blighted  Ophelia.  Ah — 
it  is  exquisite  :  any  description  w'ould  be  poor 
to  represent  this  painting  which,  not  perhaps  in 
the  first  class  as  to  execution  (though  rich  in 
coloring),  is  transfigured  by  its  subject  into  pure 
beauty. 

But  now  the  time  has  come  when  we  are  to 
hear  Handel's  Messiah,  that  Oratorio  with  which 
Enuland  always  opens  festivals  which  it  means 
shall  be  grand.  To  me  the  novelty  of  the  per- 
formance was  that  I  heard  Sims  Reeves  in  it. 
This  dark  little  man,  with  his  jet-black  hair  and 
mustache,  is  not  very  prepossessing;  he  lias  a 
heavy,  used-up  look,  and  makes  a  stiff  bow. 
Doubtless  he  has  sung  in  the  "  Messiah"  more 
than  any  person  living — unless  it  be  Jenny 
Lind.  But  hark  !  what  voice  is  that  falling  out 
of  the  sky  ?  O  may  all  I  love  hear  ere  they  die 
Sims  Reeves  break  forth  with  the  strain  "  Com- 
fort ye  my  people!"  This  dark  little  man  is 
now  bright  and  grand;  and  ere  he  has  uttered 
that  last  cry  allotted  him  in  the  Oratorio,  "Thou 
shalt  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  plotter's  vessel," 
there  is  no  chord  within  us  that  he  has  not  sur- 
prised with  emotions  before  unknown.  In  the 
evening  we  hear  him  again  in  a  concert  which  is, 
in  tlie  musical  direction,  what  the  Shakspearian 
Gallery  is  in  the  pictorial ;  for  here  we  have  the 
music  Shakspeare  has  inspired — the  "singing 
leaves,"  as  it  were,  which  he  has  put  forth  in 
climbing  to  the  clusters  of  his  own  proper  fruit. 
Beethoven,  Mendelssohn,  Weber,  Haydn,  Schu- 
bert, Verdi,  Macfarren,  Shield,  Arne,  Home,  Ste- 
venson, Stevens,  Hatton,  Bisliop,  Allridge,  and 
Mellon  liave  joined  to  come  and  lay  this  beauti- 
ful tone-wreath  on  his  grave. 

Tuesday  has  come — the  day  fixed  for  the  ex- 
ciu'siori  to  Charlecote  Hall.  My  companion  for 
the  excursion  is  Howard  Staunton,  Esq.,  edi- 
tor of  the  Shakspeare  Folio,  a  keen  critic,  very 
skeptical  about  Shakspearian  anecdotes,  but  in- 
clined to  believe  this  one  about  the  deer-steal- 
ing. In  fact  there  are  some  very  good  reasons 
for  crediting  it.  In  the  first  place  it  seems  cer- 
tain that  the  poet  meant  a  personal  satire  in  the 
character  of  Justice  Sliallow,  and  the  allusion  in 
the  opening  scene  of  the  "Merry  Wives  of  Wind- 
sor" to  the  luce  or  i)iko-(ish,  for  700  years  the 
device  of  the  Lucy  family,  gives  point  to  it. 

But  this  story  of  the;  deer-stoaling  and  the  tri- 
al, which  is  too  well  known  to  call  for  rc])ctition 
here,  receives  an  indirect  and  droll  confu'iuation 
in  the  fact  that  the  aftair  is  noted  in  the  y)rivatc 
farnilv  rocf>rds  of  the  Lucvs.  where  I  mvself  saw 


it  told  of  Sir  Thomas  in  MS.  —  "the  same  that 
prosecuted  Shakspear  for  taking  a  buck  from  his 
park."  Now  this  might  be  otherwise  accounted 
for,  if  it  was  accompanied  with  any  family  pride 
in  the  association ;  but,  incredible  as  it  may 
seem,  the  Lucys  have  always  had  a  ludicrously 
crabbed  feeling  toward  Shakspeare !  That  blood 
will  tell  across  three  centuries  may  be  judged 
by  the  fact  that  when  it  was  suggested  to  the 
late  Sir  George  Lucy  that  he  should  send  a 
haunch  of  venison  to  the  annual  Shakspeare 
dinner  of  Stratford,  he  replied — "What!  send 
venison  to  a  dinner  for  a  man  that  stole  deer  out 
of  Charlecote  Tark  ?  Never  r  This  was  told 
me  by  one  who  knew  it  to  be  true.  It  is  also  in 
keeping  with  it  that  Charlecote  Hall  has  never 
been  open  to  Shakspearian  visitors.  The  pres- 
ent representative  of  the  family,  Sir  Spencer 
Lucy,  a  young  unmarried  man  of  32,  threw  it 
open  on  this  occasion ;  but  rather,  it  would  seem, 
because  it  would  have  been  scandalous  not  to  do 
so  than  for  any  better  reason.  It  was  a  fine 
opportunity  for  a  very  wealthy  country  gentle- 
man to  have  shown  liberality,  and  it  would  have 
been  creditable  to  his  honhonne  to  have  pro- 
vided a  venison  lunch  ;  but  instead  of  that  none 
of  the  family  were  seen,  and  the  house  was  filled 
with  policemen  who  suggested  so  strongly  those 
who  pounced  upon  Shakspeare  that  a  story  went 
the  rounds  in  the  evening  that  a  young  gentle- 
man, on  being  addressed  by  a  policeman  with  a 
request  that  he  would  not  touch  a  certain  work 
of  art,  started  back  exclaiming,  "/didn't  steal 
it,  Sir !"  In  vain  might  one  look  about  Charle- 
cote Hall  for  a  Shakspearian  picture,  or  even  for 
the  great  Poacher's  works :  except  the  one  MS. 
line  mentioned  there  was  no  sign  about  him  ; 
and  it  is  clear  that  a  traditional  unfriendliness 
to  him  has  survived  to  this  day  in  Charlecote 
Hall. 

Four  miles,  under  a  blue  sky,  on  the  bank  of 
the  soft-flowing  Avon — by  a  i)ath  fringed  with 
"daisies  ])ied  and  violets  blue" — above  us  the 
lark  singing  "at  heaven's  gate" — on  every  tree 
"Philomel  with  melody;"  thus  did  my  friend 
and  I  walk  to  Charlecote  Hall.  As  we  turned 
then  into  the  park  we  saw  the  deer — the  de- 
scendants of  those  which  the  immortal  poacher 
invaded — and  a  little  further  the  policemen,  the 
descendants,  it  may  be,  of  those  who  ])ounccd 
upon  him  in  turn.  Then  came  into  view  the 
beautiful  old  mansion,  built  in  the  form  of  the 
letter  E,  in  honor  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  ap- 
proached tlirough  a  noble  Elizabethan  gate. 

Already  merry  groups  were  filling  the  Hall 
where  the  poet's  trial  occurred,  and  others  were 
thronging  the  rooms  where  many  fine  paintings 
by  old  Italian  and  German  masters  are  to  be 
seen.  I  was  exceedingly  interested  in  a  portrait 
from  life  of  Charles  I.,  and  also  in  some  ebony- 
and-ivory  inlaid  furniture  (cabinets,  chairs,  and 
lounge),  which  Queen  Elizabeth  had  presented 
to  the  Earl  of  lieiccstcr,  and  whicli  had  come  to 
the  Lucys  by  ])urcliaso,  from  Ken il worth.  Re- 
pairing then  to  the  Church,  a  gem  in  its  way, 
we  saw  the  old  marble  tomb,  re])rescnting  Sir 
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Thomas  and  his  wife  in  a  very  fine  but  less  en- 
during form  than  that  in  which  his  memory  has 
been  perpetuated  in  the  old  "justice  of  the  peace 
and  coram."  What  a  relative  thing  transgres- 
sion is !  How  many  a  poor  fellow  now  in  jail 
for  poaching  in  Warwickshire  might  feel  strange- 
ly affected  at  seeing  these  groups,  not  only  of 
unofficial  folk,  but  props  of  the  law— of  squires, 
of  lords  and  ladies — examining  the  old  fence 
which  one  of  their  number  once  broke  through 
with  admiration.  All  you  have  to  do,  poor  fel- 
lows, is  to  smartly  impale  the  man  with  your 
wit  after  stealing  his  deer:  this  makes  all  the 
difference  between  immortality  and  the  next 
county  assizes !  The  old  fence  around  the  park 
is,  by-the-way,  very  curious,  and  is  built  now 
precisely  as  it  was  in  the  12th  century,  when 
this  family  was  first  established  here.  It  is 
built  of  rude  unhewn  slabs  of  timber,  with  single 
length-pieces  fastened  by  Avooden  pins;  and  I 
noted  an  old  kind  of  stile,  unknown  elsewhere, 
called  "The  Tumble-down,"  made  of  several 
mallets  fitting  into  and  falling  upon  one  anoth- 
er, which  lift  up  when  one  passes  over. 

But  we  must  now  return,  for  we  must  be  ready 
to  witness  the  first  theatrical  performance  in  the 
Pavilion.  It  is  Twelfth  Night — the  comedy  of 
cross-gartered  Malvolio,  and  valiant  Sir  Andrew 
Aguecheek,  the  romance  of  fiiithful  Viola.  In 
walked  a  troop  of  Lords  and  Baronets,  with  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle  at  their  head.  They  are  all  the 
pink  of  dignity  as  they  march  into  the  front  seat. 
But  wait  a  moment ;  the  Poacher  will  invade 
their  dignity  !  See  tliere — already  Lord  Leigh 
is  doubled  up  as  by  a  cramp !  Why  is  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton  smothering  himself  with  that  hand- 
kerchief? Hark  !  a  snort  and  explosion — there 
is  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  his  face  red,  eyes  streaming, 
body  doubled  forward,  hands  holding  his  sides. 
Ah  !  my  lords,  just  take  off  your  stars  and  rib- 
bons, and  go  down  into  the  pit  of  Drury  Lane, 
and  the  boys  will  ask  you  to  "  squeeze  up,"  and 
the  old  woman  offer  you  tuppence  pop,  just  as 
if  you  were  only  a  jolly  play-going  Englishman! 
But  I  will  confess  that  it  is  enough  to  make  the 
haggard  face  of  Tragedy  there  smile,  much  less 
your  dignities,  to  see  Buckstone  as  Sir  Andrew. 

Wednesday  morning  finds  me  strolling  through 
the  green  fields  in  the  direction  of  Ann  Hatha- 
way's  Cottage.  The  children  are  busy  gather- 
ing daisies  and  cuckoo-pint  (or  butter-cup,  since 
the  failure  of  ornithology  to  prove  that  the 
cuckoo  takes  therefrom  his  daily  dram)  ;  and  it 
really  seemed  to  me  quite  romantic  to  see  the 
little  Hathaways  so  engaged,  until  a  little  fur- 
ther on  their  comrades  beset  me  with  similar 
ones,  not  at  all  disinclined  to  exchange  these 
bright-hued  symbols  of  innocence  for  black  pen- 
nies. The  old  cottage,  far  gone  in  decay,  really 
shows  nothing  of  interest  except  a  woman  who 
is  descended  from  the  Hatlmway  family.  Signs 
enough  of  extreme  age  there  are  ;  and  an  old 
bench  with  high  back,  called  "  Shakspeare's 
Courting  Seat."  It  was  for  a  long  time  under 
the  most  beautiful  shade  in  the  garden,  and  it  is 
very  possible  that  the  youth  sat  there  with  Ann ; 


unless,  indeed,  he  was  fastidious  about  seats. 
Fancy  a  seat  less  than  a  foot  wide,  and  a  back 
almost  straight  up  three  feet ! 

Returning  from  poor  Ann's  home  with  these 
reflections  I  was  quite  in  a  mood  fpr  witnessing 
the  leading  play  of  the  evening,  Romeo  and  Ju- 
liet, with  Stella  Colas,  who  has  made  the  charac- 
ter of  Juliet  her  specialty.  I  had  supposed  that 
never  again  could  I  endure  to  see  this  play ;  and 
my  only  association  with  it  was  that  of  a  sighing 
sentimental  pair  making  love  to  each  other  in 
an  impossible  way  in  the  presence  of  an  improb- 
able balcony.  But  when  Stella  Colas  comes  out 
into  the  moonbeams  on  that  balcony  she  is  like 
a  star,  and  any  thing  but  adoration  from  Romeo 
would  be  a  hissable  impertinence.  "What  aw 
tewible  haccent,"  whispered  Sir  Snob.  Snob! 
— "  that  accent  is  one  of  the  realities  of  this  per- 
formance :  Juliet  is  ridiculous  as  an  English- 
woman, and  that  balcony  undiscoverable  from 
London  to  John  O'Groat's  House ;  but  spend  a 
moonlit  night  in  Verona,  and  if  you  were  not 
a  traveling  island  with  a  channel  between  you 
and  the  rest  of  mankind,  you  would  know  that 
Juliet's  true  language  is  not  English,  and  you 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  have  t"he  illusion 
heightened  by  a  delicate  accent  while  you  get 
the  play  in  the  only  tongue  you  comprehend. 
Therefore  whatever  you.  Sir  Snob  may  say,  or 
whatever  Dr.  Wordsworth  may  say  about  the 
intense  nationality  of  Shakspeare,  these  flush- 
ing cheeks  and  falling  tears  around  you  are  the 
criticism  of  the  common  heart,  and  they  declare 
that  this  Frenchwoman  is  the  only  Juliet  now 
on  the  stage !"  After  we  have  had  our  laugh  at 
the  Comedy  of  Errors^  we  go  home  to  dream  of 
Stella  Juliet  up  in  the  sky,  with  her  Romeo  cut 
up  into  stars  for  the  observation  of  herself  and 
other  tender  astronomers. 

Early  next  morning  I  visited  the  Red  Horse 
Hotel,  where  Washington  Irving  so  long  resided, 
and  was  shown  the  poker  with  which  he  is  asso- 
ciated. When  he  left  this  hotel  the  poker  in 
his  room  was  missed  :  and  it  was  about  a  month 
afterward  returned  with  the  words  "  Geoffrey 
Crayon's  Sceptre"  engraved  neatly  upon  it.  The 
matron  who  showed  it  to  me  assured  me  that  the 
majority  of  Americans  who  came  to  see  it  kissed 
it.  The  name  of  Irving  is  hallowed  at  Strat- 
ford, where  he  gained  many  friends.  Among 
these  was  one  of  whom  something  more  should 
be  said  in  any  account  of  this  festival. 

When  they  remembered  that  the  Tercentenary 
of  Shakspeare's  birthday  was  approaching,  and 
that  a  Festival  at  Stratford  was  necessary,  the 
Stratfordians  repaii'cd  to  a  certain  gentleman, 
who  had  several  times  been  their  Mayor,  and 
desired  him  to  accept  that  office  again,  and  help 
them,  in  that  capacity,  to  conduct  the  matter  to 
a  successful  issue.  This  gentleman,  on  whose 
shoulders  the  burden  of  the  celebration  and  the 
honor  of  its  success  have  been  imposed,  is  one 
in  whom  there  is  every  reason  that  Americans 
should  feel  a  peculiar  interest.  Mr.  E.  F.  Flower, 
Mayor  of  Stratford,  was  born  in  1805.  He  is  the 
youngest  son  of  a  distinguished  agriculturist  and 
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poliricitm,  Richard  Flower,  who,  in  1817,  taking 
gloomy  views  of  the  ])rosj)ects  of  England,  sold 
his  fine  estate  in  Hertfordshire,  IMarden  Hall, 
and  emigrated  with  his  family  and  many  friends 
and  laborer^  to  the  then  far  West  of  America, 
where  he  purchased  a  large  track  of  land  from 
the  Government,  laid  out  the  town  of  Albion, 
and  established  the  settlement  in  the  southeast 
of  Illinois  known  as  the  English  settlement. 
There  he  and  his  companions  did  good  service 
in  bringing  Illinois  into  the  Union  as  a  free  State. 
His  son  shared  all  the  perils  and  hardships  which 
attended  a  journey  to,  and  residence  in,  the  far 
West  at  this  time.  He  also,  with  his  father, 
took  an  early  interest  in  the  slaves,  and  through 
their  help  many  a  jioor  fugitive  gained  his  lib- 
erty. In  his  twentieth  year  Mr.  Flower,  the 
present  Mayor,  having  recovered  from  a  severe 
illness,  returned  to  his  native  land  and  determ- 
ined to  remain.  His  education  having  been 
chiefly  such  as  the  hard  battle  of  life  gives,  he 
addressed  himself  for  the  first  few  years  to  study, 
and  during  this  time  spent  six  months  with  Rob- 
ert Owen  and  his  friends  at  Lanark.  One  of 
his  first  ])ilgrimages  was  to  the  birth-place  of 
Shakspeare,  where  his  name  standnS  on  the  book 
as  "a  citizen  of  the  world."  In  Warwickshire 
he  first  met  and,  in  1827,  married  Celina,  daugh- 


ter of  John  Greaves,  Esq.,  of  Barford.  He  at 
first  went  into  the  timber  trade  and  lost.  In 
1832  he  set  up  a  sniall  brewery  at  Stratford  and 
succeeded.  Since  then  his  life  has  gained  com- 
pensation for  all  early  hardships.  He  has  seen 
an  interesting  family  grow  up  around  him,  hon- 
ored by  all.  He  has  been  four  times  Mayor  of 
Stratford.  Mr.  Flower  has  always  retained  his 
interest  in  America ;  and,  since  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  has  labored  earnestly  to  give  En- 
glish opinion  aright  direction.  Few  Americans 
have  visited  Stratford  without  enjoying  his  hos- 
]>itality.  He  is  indeed  a  true  nobleman.  Dur- 
ing the  week  of  the  Festival  he  kept  open  house, 
and  the  finest  coni})anies  were  daily  entertained 
at  his  table.  Many  authors,  actors,  and  others 
will  remember  the  spirited  companies  and  lively 
conversations  which  occurred  at  "The  Hill," 
where  every  "  reading"  or  tradition  was  discuss- 
ed from  day  to  day. 

Another  Shakspearian  concert ;  a  dramatic 
reading  by  an  American  lady,  Mrs.  Macready  ; 
a  fine  performance  of  "As  you  like  it"  by  the 
Haymarket  Company  ;  and,  on  the  last  even- 
ing of  the  Festival,  a  grand  Costume  Ball 
of  Shakspearian  characters; — and  this  liter- 
ary jaunt,  this  week's  Shakspearian  siesta,  is 
over. 


THE    UNKIND    WORD. 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF    "JOHN  HALIFAX,    GEN  ILEMAN." 

IN  TWO  PARTS.— PART  II. 


CHAPTER  III. 

WHEN,  on  a  fearfully  wet  and  foggy  night — 
the  sort  of  night  which,  dreary  any  where, 
is  unutterably  dreary  in  Glasgow — the  five  forlorn 
travelers  reached  Jessie's  home  in  Blythsw'ood 
Square,  they  found  that  Mr.  Raeburn  had  been 
five  days  absent  from  it — and,  strange  to  say, 
that  Maurice  Wyvill  had  never  made  his  appear- 
ance there  at  all ! 

After  that  first  hour  of  unspeakable  dread, 
ensued  days  and  weeks  of  slow  suspense  and 
dull  misery  ;  lessened  and  relieved  by  accidental 
gleams  of  hope,  for  human  nature  can  only  en- 
dure a  certain  amount  of  pain,  either  temporari- 
ly throwing  it  off,  or  sinking  under  it  entirely. 
For  a  while  the  excitement  kept  them  up  some- 
how;  the  perpetual  uncertainty,  the  inquiries 
started  in  all  directions,  with  no, lack  of  ingenu- 
ity— or  money  either,  for  Uncle  Raeburn  came 
out  then,  generously  and  freely  to  a  limitless 
extent,  as  close-fisted  Scotchmen,  when  once 
touched,  continually  do.  And  there  was  the 
symj>athy  of  friends,  nay,  even  of  common  ac- 
quaintances, roused  into  friendship  by  the  piti- 
fulness  of  the  story,  which  circulated  far  and 
wide,  as  such  a  mysterious  and  melancholy  his- 
tory was  sure  to  do,  rousing  uj)  to  light  a  num- 
ber of  other  stories,  which  ])e()ple  always  hear 
of  when  something  similar  hajipens  to  them- 
selves.   Common  the  fact  is  not — thank  Heaven  ! 


in  our  civilized  community,  where  "  murder  will 
out"  however  closely  hid,  and  where  any  strange 
accident  evokes  universal  publicity — yet  many 
cases  have  happened,  of  individuals  suddenly 
vanishing  from  the  midst  of  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, with  no  likely  reason  for  their  disappear- 
ance, no  clew  to  their  possible  fate  ;  slipping  out 
of  the  whirl  of  ordinary  life  as  completely  as  if 
the  earth  had  opened  her  mouth  and  swallowed 
them  up — to  be  never  heard  of  more. 

Any  who  have  undergone,  or  even  come  nigh 
unto,  such  an  agony,  will  acknowledge  that  to 
weep  over  the  saddest  death-bed,  to  sit  beside 
the  most  untimely  grave — to  be  smitten  as  by  a 
thunder-bolt  with  the  tidings,  mercifully  made 
certain  and  sure,  of  some  beloved  one  passing 
from  the  measurable  distance  of  a  foreign  land 
into  the  immeasurable,  yet,  j'erchance,  scarcely 
further  distance  of  the  land  unseen — is  actual 
happiness,  compared  to  the  calamit}-  which  be- 
fell the  Wyvills  and  Racburns — including  JMr. 
Wyvill  and  Mr.  Raeburn,  no  longer  at  vaiiance 
now. 

The  blow  fell  heavy  upon  each  and  all,  but 
heaviest  upon  those  who  were  expected  to  feel  it 
least — Jessie  and  Richard.  The  former  took  it 
(piictly  at  first — indeed  throughout ;  Jessie  was 
always  quiet.  But  the  color  faded,  slowly  and 
entirely,  out  of  her  jiretty  soft  (heck;  her  snudl 
figure  grew  thin  and  spare:  she  seemed  within 
a  few  months — nay,  a  few  M-eeks — to  wither  up 


THE  UNKIND  WORD. 


347 


into  a  little  old  maid,  who  might  have  been  any 
age  between  twenty  and  forty.  And  so  she  re- 
mained— and  remains  still. 

For  poor  Dick,  after  the  first  excitement  was 
over,  when  weeks,  months,  slipped  by,  and  still 
Maurice  was  never  heard  of,  he  sank  into  the 
depression  of  utter  repentance — say  rather  re- 
morse, which  is  repentance  with  no  hope  of 
atonement.  The  last  "unkind  word,"  which 
there  was  no  unsaying  now,  and  which  perhaps 
had  goaded  Maurice  on  to  that  Glasgow  journey 
in  which,  by  some  unknown  means  or  other,  he 
met  his  end,  rested  on  the  poor  boy's  memory 
with  a  morbid  weight.  He  harped  upon  it  con- 
tinually ;  nothing  ever  seemed  to  take  it  out  of 
his  mind :  he  seemed  to  feel  almost  as  if  he,  and 
none  but  he,  had  been  the  death  of  his  brother. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  Richard  now  took  the 
place  of  eldest  and  only  son.  There  was  now 
no  rivalry  possible  either  at  home  or  abroad,  no 
jealousy  of  Maurice's  handsomer  face  or  pleas- 
anter  manner,  the  inexpressible  charm  which 
made  him,  as  is  sure  to  be  the  case,  more  loved, 
because  more  lovable.  All  these  things  were 
forever  passed  away,  and  Richard  would  have 
given  worlds  to  have  had  them  back  again  in  all 
their  bitterness,  if  he  could  but  have  had  Mau- 
rice also  back  once  more. 

It  is  good  sometimes  to  be  absent — better  still, 
perhaps,  to  be  dead — as  regards  our  own  im- 
perfcctncss,  and  our  equally  imperfect  friends. 
How  they  rise  up  and  praise  us  for  virtues  we 
never  possessed,  and  benignly  pardon  us  for  sins 
we  never  committed !  How  tender  over  our 
memories  grow  those  who,  living,  worried  our 
lives  out,  and  might  do  the  same  again  if  we 
were  alive  to-morrow!  Ay,  in  spite  of  the 
poet's  touching  verse — more  touching  than  true, 
perhaps — 

''  I  think,  in  the  lives  of  most  women  and  men, 

There's  a  time  when  all  would  grow  smooth  and  even, 
If  only  the  dead  could  find  out  when 
To  return  and  be  forgiven." 

But  whether  he  were  dead  or  not,  there  was 
"no  need  to  forgive  poor  Maurice.  In  his  short 
life  of  twenty  years  he  had  done  little  harm,  and 
in  his  mysterious  and  terrible  fate,  any  trifling 
faults  he  had  were  totally  obscured  and  obliter- 
ated. He  who,  had  he  not  been  so  suddenly 
and  awfully  snatched  from  among  them,  might 
have  kept  his  place  as  an  ordinarily  good  elder 
brother — full  of  failings,  doubtless,  but  well- 
liked  on  the  whole — was  now  exalted  into  a 
family  idol.  The  sisters,  who  used  to  snub  and 
scold  him — the  selfish  father,  who  had  neglected, 
almost  ignored  him — the  brother,  who  had  quar- 
reled with  him,  alnjost  daily,  and  yet  could  never 
get  on  without  him — now  mourned  for  Maurice 
with  an  anguish  unrestrained,  and  worshii^ed 
him  with  a  passionate  love,  the  wilder  and  sad- 
der that  it  came  too  late. 

There  never  seemed  to  enter  the  family  mind 
— what  crossed  strangers'  minds,  and  mouths 
too,  not  seldom ;  only,  with  the  curious  tender- 
ness that  any  deep  tragedy  awakens  in  even  the 
worldliest  part  of  "the   world,"  nobody    ever 


hinted  it  to  the  Wyvills  themselves — that  the  lad 
might  have  been  himself  to  blame  in  his  disap- 
pearance. That,  having  fallen  under  some  sud- 
den temptation,  he  might  have  committed  some 
ill  deed,  which  made  him  dread  to  meet  his  fa- 
ther's face :  or,  with  the  mingled  thoughtless- 
ness and  selfishness  of  his  age,  might  have  taken 
a  fit  of  boyish  adventurousness,  and  shipped  him- 
self off  somewhere  to  America  or  Australia — just 
for  fun. 

Of  his  being  murdered  there  seemed  far  less 
probability,  seeing  he  had  little  or  no  money 
about  him.  He  had  never  appeared  at  the  Glas- 
gow Bank  at  all ;  and  it  was  very  unlikely  any 
murder  could  have  been  committed,  undiscov- 
ered, in  that  city,  whither,  with  a  fatal  persist- 
ency, his  family  were  convinced  he  had  gone. 
They  were  the  more  settled  in  this  belief  by  the 
additional  evidence  of  the  stoker  of  the  Glasgow 
boat,  who  rernembercd — the  captain  remembered 
nothing — having  that  day  spoken  to  a  young 
gentleman — fair-haired  and  pleasant — who  came 
and  looked  down  into  the  engine-room  ;  as,  with 
an  agony  of  fond  recollection,  they  knew  Mau- 
rice, who  had  a  turn  for  machinery,  was  particu- 
larly fond  of  doing. 

So,  in  all  their  searching,  they  never  searched, 
or  only  very  superficially,  the  mountains  round 
the  cottage,  or  the  spot  on  the  hill-road  where 
Diarmid  Beg  had  encountered  the  lad — of  which 
encounter  the  fisherman  now  spoke  very  charily, 
believing  it  to  be  the  youth's  fetch  and  "  no  him- 
self ava."  And  when,  in  the  midst  of  winter — 
which  fell  very  early  that  year — the  tidings  came, 
slowly  as  tidings  always  do  come  to  these  re- 
mote Highland  regions,  that  the  poor  young 
Englishman  had  never  been  seen  more,  Diarmid 
and  his  neighbors,  slow  to  take  in  new  ideas,  and 
equally  slow  to  put  them  together,  merely  shook 
their  heads  v/ith,  "  Eh,  but  it's  awfu' !"  "  The 
bonnie  lad !"  but  made  no  inquiries  of  any  kind. 

So,  in  a  little  while  more,  the  mountains 
wrapped  themselves  in  their  grand  familiar  win- 
ter snows,  and  the  storms  swept  over  the  little 
lone  cottage  on  the  shore,  where  the  family  of 
the  Wyvills  had  spent  that  merry  month.  And 
at  last,  when  hope  was  dying,  almost  dead  in 
their  hearts — though  the  girls  still  resolutely  re- 
fused to  put  on  mourning — they  left  Scotland, 
and  all  went  home  together  to  Wyvill  Court — 
without  Maurice. 

The  strange  story  of  the  poor  lost  lad  was 
talked  of  all  that  winter  at  Glasgow  dinner-par- 
ties ;  and  Jessie  Racburn  was  pointed  at  in 
church  or  in  the  street — she  never  went  any 
where  else — as,  "Yon's  his  cousin — his  sweet- 
heart some  say." 

But  whether  she  was  or  was  not  Maurice's 
"sweet-heart,"  Jessie  never  betrayed,  and  no- 
body knew.  She  lived  her  ordinary  life,  faith- 
fully doing  its  duties:  attending  to  her  uncle, 
and  keeping  his  large  splendid  house  in  order, 
neither  sinking  into  bodily  illness  nor  mental 
depression.  Only  people  noticed — the  few  peo- 
ple whose  society  she  shared — that  the  hall-bell 
never  rang — the  parlor-door  never  opened — the 
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liandful  of  post-letters  never  arrived — without 
Jessie  Raeburn  turning  'with  a  start  and  a  slight 
tremble  of  expectation — as  if  even  yet,  though 
weeks  grew  into  months,  and  months  into  years, 
she  had  not  given  up  all  hope,  but  was  patient- 
ly waiting  on  for  him  who  never  came. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Wyvill  Coukt  lay  on  the  western  side  of 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  beautiful  York- 
shire dales.  It  was  a  comparatiA'ely  small  es- 
tate, and  the  mansion  was  likewise  small,  built 
of  the  gray  stone  of  the  district,  plain  and  old- 
fashioned  within  and  without.  For  the  Wyvills 
had  been  one  of  those  ancient  impoverished  Ro- 
man Catholic  families  which  are  still  found  here 
and  thei*e  in  the  wilds  of  the  north  Country,  poor 
and  proud,  clinging  tenaciously  to  their  ances- 
tral faith,  until  the  last  owner,  in  giving  up 
Catholicism,  had  sunk  into  that  pitiful  moral 
and  mental  condition  only  too  common  in  the 
begiuning  of  the  present  century,  satirically  call- 
ed Nothingarianism. 

But  he  was  dead  now,  the  grim,  eccentric, 
selfish  old  man,  who  had  broken  his  wife's  heart, 
and  never  won,  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  hearts 
of  his  children.  Yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear, 
he  never  seemed  to  recover  the  blow  to  his  pride 
— it  could  hardly  be  his  affections — given  by  the 
disappearance  or  death,  whichever  people  chose 
to  call  it,  of  his  eldest  son. 

For  Maurice  Wyvill  never  came  home.  From 
that  fatal  30th  of  September,  when  he  was  seen 
by  Diarmid  M'Diarmid  hurrying  down  to  meet 
the  Glasgow  boat,  no  light  had  been  thrown  on 
his  mysterious  fate.  He  was  searched  for  every 
where  ;  advertised  for,  periodically,  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  even  the  colonies ;  rewards  large 
enough  to  have  tempted  any  man,  not  his  actual 
murderer,  were  offered  for  any  clew  to  him,  liv- 
ing or  dead  ;  but  all  in  vain. 

When,  after  a  lapse  of  four  years,  the  father 
died,  many  difficulties  arose.  Wyvill  Court  was 
strictly  entailed,  and  until  clear  evidence  could 
be  obtained  of  the  death  of  the  eldest  son  the 
younger  could  inherit  nothing.  It  was  only  by 
some  ingenious  legal  arrangements,  made  to  suit 
the  emergencies  of  this  novel  and  most  painful 
case,  and  in  the  hope  that  Maurice,  should  he 
ever  reappear,  would  act  with  the  generosity  be- 
fitting his  character  when  a  boy,  that  Richard 
was  installed  temporary  master  at  Wyvill  Court, 
maintaining  his  three  sisters  there  upon  the  small 
income  that  was  available.  For  Mr.  Wyvill,  like 
many  other  selfish  men,  had  complicated  all 
troubles  by  dying  intestate,  and  the  girls  were 
wholly  dependent  upon  the  heir.  So  poor  Dick, 
heir  and  yet  not  heir,  cramped  on  all  hands  by 
innumerable  perplexities,  could  only  live  on  suf- 
ferance at  his  ancestral  home,  unable  to  take  le- 
gal jjossession  of  it  himself,  and,  worst  of  all,  un- 
able to  adorn  it,  as  his  forefathers  had  always 
been  eager  to  do,  with  a  wife.     For  early  mar- 


riages had  long  been  the  hereditary  blessing,  as 
the  last  late  marriage  had  been  the  misfortune, 
of  the  Wyvill  family. 

Whether  Richard  wanted  to  marry  or  not 
he  never  betrayed.  Since  his  brother's  loss  his 
natural  reserve  had  grown  to  an  almost  morbid 
extent.  He  attempted  no  profession ;  perhaps  he 
had  the  sense  to  feel  he  was  not  clever  enough 
to  succeed  therein,  and  trade  was  impossible  to 
a  Wyvill.  So,  both  during  his  father's  life- 
time and  afterward,  he  "  hung  about"  at  home, 
shooting,  fishing,  or  dabbling  in  agriculture,  to 
which,  if  he  had  any  bias  at  all,  his  taste  in- 
clined :  he  was  a  born  country  gentleman. 

Almost  his  only  absences  from  home  were  pe- 
riodical visits,  at  long  intervals,  to  Glasgow ; 
but  he  never  asked  his  sisters  to  accompany 
him,  and  was  as  incommunicative  about  his  un- 
cle and  cousin,  with  whom  he  was  supposed  to 
stay,  as  he  was  about  most  other  things.  He 
was  not  a  pleasant  young  man,  and  there  seem- 
ed some  curious  twist  in  his  nature,  growing 
more  perceptible  every  year,  which  made  his 
sisters,  while  they  respected  him  sincerely,  find 
it  difficult  to  love  him ;  at  least  with  that  warmth 
of  love  which  they  had  felt,  or  now  believed  they 
had,  toward  his  elder  brother. 

A  chapter  since  I  said,  and  not  untruly,  that 
it  is  good  sometimes  to  be  absent — better  still 
to  be  dead ;  that  is,  for  the  absent  and  the  dead ; 
but  also,  in  a  mysterious  secondary  sense,  for  the 
survivors.  Many  a  man's  death  earns  for  him 
far  more  love,  and  exercises  a  far  wider  influ- 
ence for  good,  than  his  life  might  have  done. 
Ever  since  Maurice's — death  they  still  refused 
to  call  it,  but  his — departure,  the  memory  of 
him  and  the  anguish  of  his  loss  had  brought 
into  his  family  a  warmer,  kindlier,  softer  at- 
mosphere :  more  patience,  more  forbearance; 
more  clinging  together,  as  if  they  felt  the  slen- 
derness  of  the  links  that  bound  them  to  one  an- 
other, and  walked  always  in  the  solemn  shadow 
of  that  death  which  overhangs  all  mortal  life ; 
though,  alas !  we  are  so  prone  to  forget  it,  so 
prone  to  live  as  though  we  were  never  to  die. 

The  girls  had  been  good  girls  to  their  old  fa- 
ther until  his  death ;  they  had  nothing  to  re- 
proach themselves  with  on  that  score;  and  when 
Jessie  Raeburn  had  to  follow  their  example, 
and  devote  herself  exclusively  and  engrossingly 
to  her  old  uncle,  they  did  not  reproach  her, 
even  though  it  prevented  what,  in  the  absence 
of  all  intimate  female  friends,  they  would  very 
well  have  liked — visits  to  her  at  Glasgow,  or 
her  visits  to  them  at  Wyvill  Court.  There  was 
scarcely  an  obvious  reason  for  the  fact — yet  a 
fact  it  was — that  ever  since  that  Highland  jour- 
ney, with  its  terrible  ending,  Jessie  and  her 
cousins  (excepting  Richard)  had  never  once 
met.  And  now  little  Jessie  was  Miss  Raeburn 
of  Blythswood  Square  and  Woodhouselea,  heir- 
ess to  Uncle  Raeburn's  uncounted  wealth,  which, 
by  some  crotchet  which  no  one  either  blamed  or 
much  wondered  at,  he  had  left  to  her,  and  her 
alone. 

Her  cousins,  though  they  might  have  been  a 
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little  disappointed,  since  they  stood  in  exactly 
the  same  relationship  to  him,  legally  speaking, 
as  herself,  behaved  very  well.  The  Wyvill 
pride  accepted  its  position,  and  was  too  proud 
to  feel  or  to  express  envy,  or  to  shrink  from 
Jessie  because  she  was  rich  and  independent. 
They,  poor  girls,  had  scarcely  wherewithal  to 
clotlie  themselves,  or  to  keep  up  any  thing  like 
the  decent  dignity  expected  from  the  Miss  Wy- 
vills  of  Wyvill  Court;  still  less  to  suppose  that 
any  one  in  their  own  rank  of  life  would  marry 
them — though  Emma  and  Jane  were  both  hand- 
some girls ;  but  young  men  of  this  day  have 
sometimes  an  eye  to  money,  even  in  primitive 
Yorkshire  dales. 

At  last  a  poor  young  parson  came,  who  loved 
Emma,  poor  as  she  also  was :  and  then  the  high 
spirit  of  Richard  Wyvill,  ay,  and  of  Agnes  too 
— the  unselfish  and  motherly  Agnes — writhed 
under  new  vexations.  No  settlements  could  be 
made  ;  for  who  was  to  make  them  ?  So  closely 
was  the  estate  tied  up — waiting  the  possible  re- 
appearance of  the  heir  (or  his  heirs ;  for  who 
knew  but  that  some  son  of  Maurice's  might  one 
day  make  claim  to  the  property?) — that  it  was 
with  difficulty  enough  money  could  be  got  at  to 
insure  a  decent  marriage  outfit  to  the  daughter 
of  the  Wyvills  of  Wyvill  Court.  Emma  could 
hardly  have  been  married  at  all,  had  not  Jessie 
Raeburn  stepped  forward  and  claimed  her  cousin- 
ly riglit  liberally  to  portion  the  bride ;  doing  it  so 
sweetly,  so  delicately,  that  even  Richard  had  not 
the  heart  to  stand  in  the  way.  Possibly  his 
own  heart  felt  how  cruel  tlie  position  was,  and 
responded  to  the  earnest  manner  in  which  Jessie 
put  the  matter  in  her 'letter,  which  inclosed  a 
check  for  several  hundreds,  addressed  to  Emma, 
in  an  envelope  containing  merely  the  well-known 
lines  from  Burns : 

"  O  why  should  Fate  sic  pleasiure  have 

Life's  dearest  bands  untwining l' 

Oi"  why  sae  sweet  a  Hower  a.s  Love 

Depund  on  Fortune'.-}  shining?" 

It  was  on  the  occasion  of  this  marriage  that, 
after  long  years,  Jessie  revisited  Wyvill  Court. 

Spring  was  creeping  greenly  over  t!ie  bleak 
Yorkshire  dale,  and,  in  spite  of  the  wild  equi- 
noctial winds,  primroses  were  peeping  out  round 
the  roots  of  the  old  oaks,  and  forget-me-nots 
blossoming  in  hundreds  by  the  river — the  bright, 
daring,  rapid  river,  whose  course  could  be  tracked 
along  the  dale  for  miles  and  miles — when  Jessie 
came,  a  woman  of  seven-and-twenty,  to  tlie 
house  where  she  had  last  been  as  a  mere  child, 
patronized  by  the  girls,  and  domineered  over  by 
the  two  boys.  And  with  that  uncomfortable- 
ness  of  expectation  with  which  people  who  know 
themselves  changed,  and  expect  equal  change  in 
others,  prepare  for  a  meeting  long  delayed,  de- 
siring it,  and  yet  wishing  it  over — did  Agnes, 
Emma,  and  Jane  Wyvill  stand  watching  for  the 
carriage  in  which  llieir  brother  was  bringing 
Jessie  Raeburn  to  the  old  familiar  place.  It 
was  visible  at  last,  crawling  up  the  steep  road ; 
and  then  a  little  figure,  all  in  black,  alighted, 
and  toiled,  Richard  fallowing  though  not  assist- 


ing, up  the  weary  half  mile  ;  but  still  the  sis- 
ters were  too  nervous  to  do  any  thing  but  quiet- 
ly wait. 

''  I  wonder  if  she  is  altered  ?" 

"Dick  says,  not  much,''  observed  Emma. 
' '  Dick  likes  her  very  much,  I  am  sure ;  he  al- 
ways did.      So  did  dear  Maurice." 

"  Ah,  yes !  and  she  was  very  fond  of  Mau- 
rice." 

"I  wonder,"  remarked  Emma  again,  with  an 
acuteness  doubtless  born  of  her  own  happy  lot, 
"  whether  Richard  would  like  to  marry  Jessie. 
It  has  struck  me  so  sometimes." 

"Don't  speak  of  such  a  thing,"  said  Agnes, 
angrily  —  Agnes,  in  whom  the  sore  circum- 
stances of  the  ftimily  had  sharpened  and  exag- 
gerated a  strong  inbred  pride.  "What,  she 
with  all  her  money,  and  he  with  not  a  penny ! 
He  could  not  do  it.  If  you  ever  hint  at  such 
folly,  I  shall  wish  we  had  never  asked  her  here." 

"  I  shouldn't  call  it  folly,  if  he  loved  her  and 
she  loved  him, "cried  Emma,  spurred  on  to  hon- 
est warmth  by  the  thought  of  her  own  faithful 
and  honest  partner.  "But,  anyhow,  I'll  hold 
my  tongue." 

And  then  the  traveler  came  close  in  sight, 
and  the  three  ran  out  to  meet  her — the  same 
Jessie  who  had  kept  house  with  them  in  that 
merry  Highland  cottage — wandered  with  them 
over  mountain  and  moors — shared  with  them  in 
that  terrible  home-coming,  and  in  the  weeks  of 
agonized  search  for  him  who  was  never  found : 
Jessie,  so  little  changed  that  at  sight  of  her  face 
the  old  time  came  over  them  like  a  flood,  and 
they  all  wept  together — those  three  almost  mid- 
dle-gged  women,  as  if  they  had  been  girls  still, 
and  all  had  happened  but  yesterday. 

However,  such  emotion  could  not  be  very 
lasting :  and  after  a  few  hours  they  put  aside 
the  unalterable  past,  and  settled  down  into  their 
present  selves.  Soon  pleasant  interests  seemed 
to  obliterate  those  so  painful  to  dwell  on.  Emma 
was  married — gayly,  grandly :  and  after  that, 
for  a  week  or  two  longer,  Jessie  staid  on — she 
seeming  happy  with  them,  and  they  trying  their 
best  to  make  agreeable  to  her  the  old-fashioned 
dreariness  of  Wyvill  Court.  Still,  in  some  things 
it  was  a  trying  visit.  When  people  have  been 
parted  for  six  years — moving  in  totally  different 
spheres,  and  engrossed  with  totally  distinct  in- 
terests— a  division,  wider  than  either  years  or 
distance  could  effect,  often  comes  between  them. 
In  vain  the  cousins  rambled  together  through 
Wyvill  Woods :  gathered  primroses  and  hya- 
cinths, and  tried  to  fancy  themselves  girls  again 
— it  would  not  do.  Life's  forward  footstep  has 
no  returning.  A  new  life  may  come — far  high- 
er than  the  past — richer,  fuller,  more  heart-suf- 
ficing; but  the  old  life  comes  never  again. 

It  was  almost  a  relief  when — rather  suddenly 
at  last — Jessie  said  she  must  go  home,  and  went : 
parting  from  the  girls  very  affectionately :  but 
still  making  no  plans  for  another  meeting — at 
least  not  immediately.  When  she  was  gone, 
Richard,  who  had  throughout  her  whole  visit 
kept  himself  rather  uncomfortably  aloof,  sank 
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into   more    thun   his   usual    reserve    and    taei- 
turnity. 

One  niarrin^o  often  makes  move:  and  before 
the  Slimmer  ended  the  youn^  j)arson'.s  best-man 
came  back  and  courted  the  i)retty  bridemaid 
June.  Again  cousin  Jessie  insisted  on  making 
her  wealth  common  i)roi)erty,  and  i)ortionin>f 
the  other  sister — "exactly  as  Maurice  would 
have  done  if  he  were  here."  So  she  expressed 
it  in  her  letter,  and  repeated  afterward  when 
she  came  to  Wyvill  Court.  But  her  visit  this 
time  was  brief,  embracing  only  tlie  wedding-day 
and  the  day  after.  She  said  her  "  engagements'' 
prevented  her  longer  stay.  And,  after  the  first 
day,  Agnes  ceased  to  urge  it.  With  all  her 
sweetness  there  was  about  ISIiss  Raeburn  a  de- 
gree of  firmness,  ill-natured  peojjle  might  say 
independence  of  character,  which  made  it  per- 
fectly clear  that  she  had,  in  small  things  and 
great,  the  power  of  making  up  her  own  mind 
and  keeping  to  it.  Besides,  Agnes  sometimes 
stealthily  watched  her  brother  Richard  —  his 
hard,  set  face ;  his  nervous,  restless  manner — 
and  she  let  Jessie  Raeburn  go. 

It  was  the  night  after  she  was  gone — the  first 
night  the  brother  and  sister  had  ever  spent  to- 
gether, they  two  alone — that  Agnes  first  ven- 
tured, tremblingly,  upon  a  subject  which  had 
caused  her  anxious  thought  for  a  long  while. 
She  did  so  with  much  hesitation — being  a  good 
deal  afraid  of  it  and  of  Richard  :  but  any  thing 
was  better  than  suspense.  Besides,  lately,  with 
her  sharpened  experience,  she  had  felt  so  certain 
of  one  thing — of  two  things,  bitterly  conflicting 
witli  one  another,  and  neutralizing  any  possi- 
bility of  a  happy  future,  or  of  matters  going  on 
much  longer  in  the  way  they  stood  now — that 
she  felt  it  more  than  her  desire,  her  absolute 
duty,  to  try  and  speak  out. 

"Jessie  will  have  about  reached  Carstairs  by 
this  time." 

"Yes,"  said  Richard,  without  looking  up  from 
his  book. 

"She  seems  extremely  well  and  cheerful; 
and  how  young  she  looked  in  her  bridem aid's 
dress — almost  ])retty.     Didn't  you  think  so?" 

"Yes,"  reiterated  the  brother;  and  vouch- 
safed no  more. 

"  Richard,"  said  Agnes,  repressing  a  wild 
spasm  at  her  heart,  "I  have  been  thinking — I 
hope  your  marriage  will  be  the  next  in  the 
family.  If  you  could  find  some  nice  pretty 
girl  in  your  own  position  :  neither  too  rich  nor 
too  j)oor — (though  I  would  rather  she  were  ])oor 
than  rich  :  it  would  be  dreadful  if  any  body 
were  to  say  a  Wyvill  married  for  money)^ — I 
should  be  glad,  extremely  glad,  to  give  up  my 
place  here  and  sec  the  family  name  kej)t  up,  the 
family  ha])piiiess  complete." 

Agnes  falicrcd— stoj)]jcd  ;  her  heart  was  full. 
Richard  replied  not  a  word. 

"I  think  it  is  time  you  married,  Richard;  I 
do  really.  Hitherto  1  knew  you  could  not  af- 
ford it;  but  now  there  is  only  mc,  and  I  shall 
cost  you  very  little  ;  I  can  live  any  where.  You 
would  be  ]>erfcclly  safe,  even   if  Maurice  did 


come  back.  And  oh  !  Dick,  I  would  so  like 
you  to  be  happy." 

She  went  over  and  put  her  arms  round  his 
neck,  and  then  all  poor  Richard's  reserve  broke 
down. 

He  told  his  sister — to  her  unutterable  jiain, 
grief,  almost  indignation — ay,  even  though  she 
had  guessed  it  before,  but  it  looked  so  much 
blacker  when  condensed  by  his  own  confession 
from  a  cloudy  conjecture  into  an  absolute  fact 
— that  the  only  woman  in  the  world  who  could 
make  him  hai)iiy  was  Jessie  Raeburn. 

"  1  have  been  fond  of  her  all  my  life,  and  yet 
I  couldn't  ask  her.  Her  horrible  money  !  —  five 
thousand  a  year  I  think  it  is.  Agnes,  I  couldn't, 
you  know." 

"  It  is  well  you  did  not,"  said  Agnes,  sharply 
and  sternly  ;  "  for  she  would  never  have  married 
you.      I  am  quite  sure  of  that." 

"Why  not  ?"  cried  Dick,  who  was  the  sort  of 
man  that  contradiction  rouses  always  into  resist- 
ance. 

"  I  don't  know — do  not  look  at  me  so,  for  in- 
deed I  don't ;  and  yet  I  am  sure  of  it.  You 
will  never  get  her." 

"I'll  try!"  said  Richard,  hoarsely:  and  be- 
gan marching  up  and  down  the  long,  low,  dark, 
oaken  room  in  stronger  emotion  than  Agnes 
had  ever  seen  in  him  since  the  day  of  his  broth- 
er's loss.      "  Upon  my  life  and  soul,  1 11  try  I" 

And  nothing  would  persuade  him  otherwise. 
Agnes  talked  till  near  midnight — first  persua- 
sively, then  contemptuously,  then  angrily — for 
'  her  pride  was  up  that  anjp  Wyvill,  any  brother 
of  hers,  should  ask  and  be  refused,  as  she  felt 
certain  would  be  the  case;  but  Richard  was 
utterly  unmoved.  He  was  determined  to  start 
for  Glasgow  the  next  morning. 

"And  if  you  do  you  are  a  fool — a  mean-spir- 
ited, mercenary  fool." 

Richard's  eyes  blazed.  "And,  Agnes,  do 
you  know  what  you  are  ?  A  selfish,  mischief- 
making,  wicked  woman.  I  will  go !  though 
you  and  I  should  never  sec  one  another's  faces 
again." 

With  that  word  he  left  her  and  returned  not, 
though  Agnes  sat  waiting  a  whole  hour,  and  then 
crept  up  to  her  bedroom  in  an  agony  of  tears. 

*'  Oh,  Maurice,  Maurice !"  she  sobbed  ;  and 
the  bright,  frank,  boyish  fiice  of  her  lost  broth- 
er came  back  thiongli  the  clouds  of  many  years 
fresh  upon  her  tenacious  memory,  contnisting 
with  the  fiice  of  the  brother  who  remained,  set 
in  all  the  hardness  of  unwontedly  hard  manhood. 
"If  Maurice  were  only  here!" — He  might  have 
been :  and  nearer  to  her  than  she  knew. 

Shortly  a  light  knock  came  to  her  door  and 
Richard  stood  there  with  all  his  hardness  gone, 
changed  and  softened  to  a  degree  that  seemed 
almost  miraculous. 

"Agnes,  I  want  to  say  good-night  to  yon. 
There  are  only  us  two  left  now;  don't  let  us 
quarrel.  I  must  go  to  Glasgow  to-morrow — 
it's  killing  me — till  I  know  my  fate,  one  way  or 
another.  But  don't  scud  me  away  in  anger; 
don't  let  us  part  with  an  unkind  word." 
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"Oh,  Richard!  I  didn't  mean  it.  Forgive 
me."  And  she  hung  upon  his  shoulder  as  she 
had  never  done  before  in  all  her  days.  "Do  just 
as  you  like,  and  God  bless  you  wherever  you  go." 


CHAPTER  V. 


Miss  Raeburn  was  sitting  alone  in  the  very 
handsome  drawing-room  of  her  very  handsome 
house  in  Blythswood  Square.  It  was  dark,  and 
the  fire-light  danced  on  her  black  velvet  dress — 
she  almost  always  wore  black  :  ill-natured  peo- 
ple said,  because  it  made  her  look  so  "interest- 
ing." But  these  remarks  were  always  made  be- 
hind her  back,  and  pcoi)le  well  knew  she  would 
not  have  cared  one  pin,  or  altered  either  her 
mind  or  her  costume  one  whit,  even  had  she 
heard  them.  She  had  that  self-possessed  dig- 
nity which  is  very  indifferent  to  j)ul)lic  opinion 
on  trivial  matters,  where  indeed  public  opinion 
has  no  right  to  busy  itself  at  all.  She  went  on 
her  way  calmly  :  accustomed  even  fi'om  her 
teens  to  be  sole  mistress  in  her  uncle's  iiouse, 
where  she  had  now  quietly  become  independent 
mistress  of  her  own. 

Young  as  she  was,  she  had  settled  at  once  into 
the  busy  responsible  life  of  a  woman  of  property, 
who  had  evidently  no  intention  of  changing  her 
condition  by  marriage.  To  the  natural  influence 
of  wealth  she  added  a  personal  influence  very 
considerable,  though  exercised  in  a  sweet  and 
womanly  way.  All  Glasgow  knew  her  name 
well; — in  charity,  in  society,  in  every  good  and 
generous  work,  Miss  Raeburn  was  always  sought 
for,  and  always  easy  to  find.  And  it  would  be 
idle  to  say  she  did  not  enjoy  her  position — she 
did.  A  lonely  woman  must  fill  her  heart  and 
her  time  with  something:  Jessie  accepted  the 
lot  which  Providence  had  assigned  to  her,  and 
made  the  best  of  it ;  bravely  and  cheerfully.  It 
had  its  pleasures.  She  loved  her  independence, 
her  power  of  doing  good  unquestioned  and  un- 
controlled. Without  being  in  the  least  ungen- 
tle or  unlovely,  she  was  already,  in  a  degree, 
"old-maidish"  —  that  is,  she  had  sufficient 
strength  of  character  to  stand  alone.  Though 
barely  eight-and-twenty,  it  never  seemed  to  en- 
ter into  her  own  head  or  that  of  any  one  else 
that  she  needed  either  protection  or  guidance. 
She  was  just  Miss  Raeburn,  of  Blythswood  Square 
and  Woodhouselea^  and  the  idea  of  her  ever  be- 
coming Mrs.  Anybody  seemed  far  distant,  and 
very  improbable,  if  not  quite  impossible. 

She  sat  waiting  for  her  carriage  to  be  an- 
nounced, reading  by  a  small  lamp  the  daily 
newspaper :  until,  her  eye  being  caught  by  tlie 
date  of  it,  she  laid  it  down  abruptly,  and  re- 
mained with  her  head  sunk  between  her  hands, 
gazing  mournfully  into  the  fire.  No  wonder, 
for  the  paper  was  dated  1st  October :  seven  years 
since  that  first  of  October  when  she  and  her 
cousitis  had  stood  watching  for  Maurice  along 
the  mountain-road,  and  he  never  came. 

"  Seven  years."    She  repeated  the  words,  and 


then  bent  down,  clasping  her  hands  and  stoop- 
ing her  head  upon  them ;  low  down,  as  people 
are  prone  to  do  when  some  heavy  wave  of  mis- 
ery or  sharp  recollection  breaks  over  them.  "  Oh 
my  darling,  my  darling!" 

Not  a  word  more,  nor  a  sob.  Years  had 
smoothed  down  and  softened  all  things,  all  ex- 
cept the  love  which  was  absolute,  sole,  and  un- 
dying. Some  women  have  had  such  loves, 
quenched  so  far  as  earthly  fulfillment  goes,  in 
earliest  girlhood :  yet  surviving  in  another  form 
to  the  very  close  of  life — consecrated  by  death, 
or  confirmed  by  total  separation  into  a  bond 
which,  in  the  absence  of  any  other,  becomes  as 
strong  almost  as  marriage,  being  in  truth  the 
real  marriage  of  the  soul. 

It  might  have  been  a  great  mistake — many 
wise,  good,  and  loving  persons  may  consider  it 
so — that  any  woman  should  thus  waste  her  life 
upon  a  mere  dream :  which,  if  she  could  have 
ended  it,  were  far  best  ended.  Yet  people  are 
but  as  they  arc  made:  and  Jessie  could  no  more 
have  resigned  her  worshiped  ideal  of  what  Mau- 
rice was,  and  what  he  might  have  become,  to 
sink  to  the  reality  of  any  of  the  excellent  Glas- 
gow gentlemen  whom  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
meeting;  could  no  more  have  exchanged  that 
first  and  last  love-kiss — young,  passionate,  mu- 
tual love — for  the  touch  of  any  mortal  lips,  tlian 
a  maid  betrothed  with  all  her  heart  to  one  man 
could  ever  put  another  man's  ring  on  her  finger, 
or  pass  as  a  bride  into  another  man's  home.  It 
was  not  merely  unnatural ;   it  was  imjjossible. 

Yet  no  one  could  call  Jessie  Raeburn  an  un- 
happy or  disappointed  woman.  Hers  was  no 
unrequited,  misjjlaced,  or  unworthy  attachment: 
from  first  to  last  it  had  been  wholly  sacred  and 
wholly  her  own.  Not  one  pang  of  bitterness,  or 
remorse,  or  humiliation  had  mingled  with  its  sor- 
row. Hardly  like  a  regret,  though  full  of  the 
tenderest,  most  passionate  remembrance,  were 
the  words,  "My  darling,  my  darling!"  And 
then  the  momentary  outburst  passed :  she  sat, 
quietly  and  meditatively,  waiting  for  the  hour 
when  she  had  to  fulfill  her  evening  engagement. 
For  INIiss  Raeburn  did  not  shut  herself  out  of  the 
world,  but  moved  therein — playing  her  part  well 
— yet  letting  the  world  peer  neither  smilingly 
nor  i)ityingly  into  her  inner  life,  which  was,  and 
ever  had  been,  solely  her  own. 

When  the  door  opened  she  rose,  gathering  her 
rich  Indian  shawl  rour.d  her,  and  moving  in  her 
usual  composed  graceful  way  across  the  floor, 
thinking  it  was  the  announcement  of  her  car- 
riage. But  it  was  a  visitor  so  unexpected  that 
she  quite  started  at  the  sight  of  him — pale,  trav- 
el-stained, and  agitated  Richard  Wyvill. 

He  fixed  his  eyes  u])on  the  little  figure  before 
him — the  velvet  gown,  the  dainty  lace,  the  glit- 
tering diamonds ;  it  had  been  Uncle  Raeburn's 
delight  to  load  his  niece  with  diamonds.  And 
Richard  said,  in  his  roughest  manner:  "Don't 
let  me  intrude.  You  were  going  out  to  din- 
ner?" 

"I  was,  but — oh  cousin!"  And  a  sudden 
agony  of  expectation,  not  dulled  after  even  all 
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these  expectant  years,  thrilled  through  her. 
"Something  has  happened?  What  news  do 
you  bring?" 

"I  bring  no  news  at  all— nothing  better  nor 
worse  than  myself,"  said  he,  bitterly.  "And, 
if  you  like,  I  will  go  away  directly." 

"No,  no,  I  could  not  think  of  such  a  thing," 
she  replied,  with  her  hand  upon  the  bell.  But 
on  second  thought  slie  went  and  gave  her  orders 
herself,  thus  allowing  Richard  time  to  recover 
his  ill  mood,  and  giving  a  brief  minute  of  soli- 
tude to  herself.  For  with  a  strange  recurrence 
to  the  ever-abiding  thought  which  underran  all 
her  life,  she  had  fancied,  oh,  wild  hope!  that 
Richard's  sudden  apparition  might  be  caused  by 
tidings  of  Maurice.  No,  no !  Again,  for  the 
thousandth  time,  the  vain  hope  faded,  and  she 
said  to  herself:   "It  is  the  will  of  God." 

Ay,  it  was.  Never  in  our  own  way,  but  in 
His  own  way,  does  the  Master  grant  us  our 
heart's  desire  :  and  yet  still  we  must  "  rest  in 
the  Lord." 

In  a  few  minutes  Jessie  came  back  to  the 
drawing-room,  cheerful  and  bright,  the  white 
gloves  removed  and  the  shawl,  though  the  dia- 
monds still  glittered  on  her  neck  and  in  her 
hair. 

"Well,  Richard,  I  don't  get  a  cousin  to  visit 
me  every  day,  and  so  I  have  sent  an  apology  to 
the  dinner-party ;  and  you  and  I  shall  dine  to- 
gether in  peace  and  quietness." 

"Thank  you.  It  is  very  good  of  you,"  said 
Richard,  his  irritability  soothed  in  spite  of  him- 
self by  her  frank,  familiar  air,  though  it  caused 
his  heart  to  sink  within  him.  What  if  his  sis- 
ter should  prove  right  after  all  ? 

Still  a  kind  of  dogged  determination  impelled 
the  young  man  to  remain  and  carry  out  his  in- 
tention :  to  face  the  worst ;  which  could  not  be 
worse  than  much  he  had  already  suftered.  But 
it  was  hours  before  he  could  find  courage  to  say 
a  word  beyond  the  commonplace  family  talk, 
the  habit  of  the  cousins  through  so  many  famil- 
iar years.  Jessie  at  last  brought  her  pain  upon 
herself  by  the  sudden  and  very  natural  ques- 
tion— 

"And  now,  Richard,  tell  me  what  brought 
you  so  unexpectedly  to  Glasgow  ?*' 

The  moment  she  had  said  this  she  felt  her 
mistake ;  felt  that  the  crisis,  which,  with  a  gen- 
erous woman's  delicate  ingenuity,  she  had  con- 
trived to  stave  off  so  long,  had  arrived.  She 
could  no  longer  save  either  her  lover  or  herself 
from  the  half  dozen  desperate  words,  wliich, 
alas !  would  break  the  pleasant  bond  of  a  life- 
time. For  after  this  poor  Richard  never  could 
be  her  cousin  any  more. 

Rejected  love  is  nothing  new.  Most  women 
have  had  to  inflict  it,  and  most  men  to  suffer  it, 
at  least  once  in  their  lives.  It  does  to  neither 
any  mcurable  harm — that  is,  when  the  misfor- 
tune is  simply  a  fatality.  Only  when  a  woman 
has  willfully  led  a  man  on  to  love  her,  and 
denied  him — or  when  he  has  swamjjcd  his  hon- 
est dignity  of  honorable  manhood  in  tlie  ungov- 
ernable anguish  of  balked  desire  —  need  there 


be  any  irremediable  bitterness  in  such  a  trial. 
But  in  either  of  these  cases  both  will  surely  dree 
their  own  weird — a  very  sore  one :  and  they  de- 
serve it. 

Before  Richard  had  half  got  out  his  words, 
he  read  his  fiite  in  Jessie's  eyes.  Yet  they  were 
very  tender  eyes — less  compassionate  than  mute- 
ly entreating  forgiveness,  as  if  she  herself  must 
surely  have  done  something  wrong.  But  there 
was  no  doubt  in  them — none  of  that  wavering 
uncertainty  which  in  this,  as  in  all  other  things, 
has  destroyed  so  many  a  soul.  She  was  per- 
fectly sure  of  her  own  mind.  She  liked  him, 
but  she  did  not  love  him;  and  she  made  him 
plainly  see  it,  as  she  had  done  from  the  very 
first.  He  acknowledged  that  himself.  So,  al- 
most before  they  quite  knew  what  had  been  said, 
or  answered,  the  whole  thing  was  over — entirely 
over  and  done. 

Richard  Wyvill  was  not  a  pleasant  fellow — 
neither  attractive  in  society  nor  very  lovable 
in  family  life ;  but  he  was  an  honest  fellow  for 
all  that.  Deep  at  the  core  of  his  rough  York- 
shire nature  lay  a  keen  sense  of  honor,  a  sound 
stability  and  faithfulness,  which  every  one  be- 
longing to  him  was  forced  to  appreciate.  Jessie 
did  to  the  full.  And  now  that  his  bitter  se- 
cret was  out,  the  young  man,  in  spite  of  all 
his  disappointment,  felt  unconsciously  relicA'cd. 
Though  Jessie  had  refused  his  love  she  had  not 
wounded  his  pride.  He  saw  that  he  was  not 
degraded  in  her  eyes ;  nay,  more,  that  with  a 
tenderness  second  only  to  the  tenderness  of  love 
returned  did  she  regard  the  faithful  attachment 
Avhich  had  followed  her,  unspoken,  for  so  many 
years. 

As  to  the  money  question,  Richard's  soreness 
on  this  head  was  forever  healed.  He  felt  in- 
stinctively that  Jessie  rejected  him  simply  and 
solely  because  she  did  not  love  him ;  that  had 
she  loved  him  she  would  have  thrown  her  pal- 
try thousands  at  his  feet,  saying,  "These  are 
nothing — less  than  nothing — but  I  am  worth  a 
little;   take  ?//e." 

So,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  though  he  had 
just  staked  and  lost  what  he  then  thought  to  be 
the  one  happiness  of  his  life,  the  young  man 
was  not  altogether  miserable ;  for  he  still  could 
respect  himself  and  her.  He  neitlier  dashed  his 
hand  to  his  brow  and  fled,  nor  fell  on  his  knees 
in  frantic  entreaty,  nor  stamped  about  in  anger, 
nor  did  any  of  the  foolish  things  that  young 
fellows  are  supposed  to  do  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances:  he  sat  in  his  place,  like  an  honest 
man  who  has  given  the  best  thing  a  man  can 
give — his  heart's  love ;  which,  though  not  ac- 
cepted, had  been  neither  mocked,  nor  trifled  with, 
nor  despised. 

He  was  just  considering  whether  he  ought  not 
now  to  de])art,  when  a  servant  entered  the  draw- 
ing-room with  a  message.  A  man — "a  Hie- 
lander — a  wee  l)it  camsteary-looking  maunie — 
was  wishing  a  word  with  the  mistress." 

"  At  this  hour?  What  can  he  want?"  said 
Miss  Raebtirn,  surprised. 

"  Shall  I  go  down  and  see?"  asked  Richard, 
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perhaps  a  little  glad  to  resume  some  shadow  of 
the  former  familiar  cousinly  ways. 

''Thank  yon,"  Jessie  answered,  glad  too. 

"He  says  he'll  no  speak  to  onybody  but  the 
mistress,"  interposed  the  old  butler,  who  looked 
rather  strange  and  perplexed. 

"  Then  show  him  up  here.  My  cousin  and  I 
will  see  him  together." 

The  man  entered,  and  hung  at  the  drawing- 
room  door,  staring  about  him  with  "bleary  eyes  ; 
and  when  Richard  asked  him  his  name,  he 
answered,  somewhat  hesitatingly,  that  he  was 
"Diarmid  M'Diarmid — Diarmid  Beg,  ye  ken." 

"Indeed  I  don't,"  Richard  was  answering 
sharply,  when  he  saw  Jessie  spring  forward. 

"The  man — you  remember — whom  Maurice 
met,  who  last  saw  Maurice." 

"  Ay,  my  leddy — just  mysel'.  And  it's  about 
him  I  come — the  puir  laddie.  Ye'll  no  hae 
heard  ?" 

Richard  glanced  at  Jessie,  who  stood  listen- 
ing with  lips  apart,  white  and  rigid  as  a  stone 
statue.  At  once,  by  a  sort  of  revelation,  he 
knew  why  she  had  never  loved  him. 

For  an  instant  his  human  nature  recoiled,  and 
then  the  nobler  half  of  the  man  conquered.  To 
find  his  rival  in  his  brother — his  own  dearly  be- 
loved and  passionately  regretted  brother — this 
of  all  blows  would  be  easiest  to  bear.  Ay,  even 
if  Maurice  came  back  and  won  her. 

"What  about  him — is  he  alive?" 

"Truly  I  canna  weel  say,"  replied  the  High- 
lander, "  but,  I  fear  me,  na.  Do  ye  no  ken  this, 
Sir?" 

And  Diarmid  unfolded  from  out  his  plaid, 
slowly,  like  a  fearsome  thing  that  he  was  lialf 
afraid  to  handle,  something — it  was  not  easy  at 
first  to  detect  what,  so  covered  was  it  with  mil- 
dew, and  damp,  and  moss.  But  on  closer  in- 
spection the  cousins  recognized  it  as  being  a 
strong  tin  case,  fastening  with  a  spring,  which 
Maurice  had  had  made  to  contain  his  botanical 
or  entomological  specimens :  he  was  very  fond 
of  collecting  both.  Outside,  on  a  silver  plate, 
he  had  had  engraved — and  it  was  legible  still — 
his  name  and  address  :  "  Maurice  Wyvill,  Wy- 
vill  Court,  Yorksliirc." 

"Where  did  you  find  that?  Tell  us  quick- 
ly !"  cried  Richard. 

And  then  M 'Diarmid  explained— not  quick- 
ly, but  they  understood  him.  somehow — that  a 
few  days  since  he  had  been  belated  on  the  mount- 
ains, in  a  spot  that  was  seldom  traversed — not 
once  in  several  years,  being  very  dangerous  on 
account  of  the  numerous  holes,  fissures  in  the 
rocks,  narrow  chasms  so  overhung  with  heather 
that  a  man  might  easily  step  upon  it,  and  be 
plunged  in  a  moment  to  the  depths  below.  He, 
Diarmid,  had  done  this — only,  with  the  Trovi- 
dence  which  they  say  guards  drunkards  and 
young  children,  he  had  managed  to  crawl  out, 
bruised  and  sobered,  but  still  alive. 

"  It  was  just  the  Lord's  mercy  that  I  wasna 
kilt,  like  mony  a  better  man ;  for  at  the  bottom 
I  found  this,  ye  ken" — and  he  pointed  to  the  tin 
case. 


"Any  thing  else?"  asked  Richard,  in  a  low, 
awe-struck  voice. 

"Banes.     A  wheen  banes." 

So  the  mystery  was  cleared  up  at  last ;  and 
they  knew  that  in  this  world  they  would  never 
see  Maurice  more. 

Jessie  and  Richard  clasped  hands  and  looked 
at  one  another,  wistfully  and  long.  Then  both 
— the  man  as  well  as  the  woman — lifted  up  their 
voices  and  wept. 

After  a  little  while  Richard  sent  Diarmid 
away  down  stairs,  made  Jessie  sit  dowji,  and, 
kneeling  beside  her,  opened,  in  the  way  they 
botli  well  remembered,  the  concealed  spring. 
Inside  the  case,  and  from  its  substantial  work- 
manship most  wonderfully  preserved,  was  a  lit- 
tle book,  which  must  have  been  placed  there — 
Maurice  must  have  placed  it  himself — in  the  in- 
terval between  his  fall  and  his  dissolution — as 
the  slender  and  only  chance  of  ever  conveying 
information  to  his  kindred  of  who  he  whs,  or 
how  he  died.  For,  carefully  examined,  it  proved 
to  be  a  ])salm-book  of  Jessie's,  which  Jessie  well 
remembered  his  carrying  from  church  for  her 
that  Sunday.  One  of  the  mouldy  leaves  was 
still  turned  down  at  the  121st  Psalm : 
"I  to  tlie  hills  will  lift  mine  eyes." 

He  had  remembered  them,  then,  in  his  last 
hour,  and  left  this  token  for  them,  in  the  only 
way  he  could  think  of.  He,  the  poor  boy  to 
whom  had  come  no  "aid;"  whom  "Pie  that 
keeps  Israel"  had  not  kept,  but,  in  the  awful 
mystery  of  Omnipotent  will,  had  suffered  to 
perish  here  alone — the  handsome,  happy,  loving, 
and  beloved  lad — to  be  found,  after  an  interval 
of  seven  years,  "  a  wheen  bancs." 

Jessie  sat  dumb  reading  and  repeating  v.'ith 
soundless  lips  the  words  of  the  psalm,  which 
seemed  at  first  such  a  ghastly  mockery.  But 
slowly,  with  that  agony  of  belief  wliich  forces  it- 
self upon  the  heart,  not  the  reason,  at  an  hour 
like  this,  when  all  the  anchors  of  faith  seem 
torn  up,  and  the  soul  is  ready  to  drift  out  blind- 
ly upon  a  Godless  sea,  there  came  into  hers  a 
miraculous  comfort — the  comfort  that,  for  all 
they  knew,  lie  might  also  have  had,  dying  for- 
lorn and  alone  on  the  bleak  mountain  side. 

And  the  more  she  dwelt  on  it  the  clearer  this 
comfort  grew.  If  during  the  few  minutes  or 
hours — thank  God,  they  could  not  have  been 
many! — that  elapsed  before  consciousness  left 
him,  Maurice  had  had  strength  and  courage  to 
do  this — to  think  of  them  all  at  home,  to  send 
them  his  last  message,  as  it  were — though  he 
died,  he  had  died  nobly,  calmly,  in  a  manner 
not  unworthy  of  their  Maurice.  And  though, 
humanly  viewed,  it  was  a  death  so  miserable 
that  they  dared  not  suffer  their  imaginations  to 
dwell  upon  it,  but  passed  at  once  to  the  thought 
of  Maurice  in  heaven,  with  his  sufferings  ended, 
his  new  life  begun — still,  man's  imi)otence  is 
God's  omnipotence.  It  might  have  been — and 
indeed  appeared  most  likely,  from  the  ])osition 
in  which  the  remains  were  found — that  he  died 
so  peacefully  that  death  felt  to  him  no  more 
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"AND   TIIKN   M'DIAR.MID    KXPLAINED,"   ET'J. 


tliJin  falling  asleep,  with  the  Everlasting  Arms 
underneath  him,  and  his  head  pillowed  on  the 
bosom  of  Everlasting  Love. 

Maurice's  bones  were  laid,  by  common  family 
consent,  in  a  spot  not  far  from  the  place  they 
were  discovered  —  the  little  mountain  grave- 
yard, where,  during  that  merry  month  of  Sep- 
tember, tliey  had  all  often  leaped  the  low  wall, 
and  sat  among  the  long  grass,  or  read  the  in- 
8crij)tions  on  the  ancient  stones.     There,  soon 


afterward,  another  stone  was  erected  by  Jessie 
Raeburn — she  asked  permission  to  do  it  and 
Richard  allowed  her — on  which  was  recorded, 
in  the  simple  Scotcii  fashion  of  kirk-yard  memo- 
rials, Maurice's  name,  age,  and  how  he  died. 
Nothing  more,  except  the  words  —  incompre- 
hensible addition  to  many  readers,  yet  fidl  of 
peace  to  her  who  sometimes  sat  and  read  it 
there — with  the  grand  mountains  looking  on 
her,  and  the  sea  calm  and  blue,  and  the  heavens 
shining  overhead — "I'salm  121." 
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"VYlien  all  this  ^vas  clone  Richaid  went  back  to 
his  sisters,  and  they  put  on  quiet  mourning  for 
a  season.  Then  quietly  still,  without  any  ob- 
trusiveness  either  of  regret  or  congratulation, 
Kichard  Wyvill,  Esq.,  of  Wyvill  Court,  took 
lawful  possession  of  his  ancestral  liome. 

I  know  it  would  be  more  pathetic,  more  in 
accordance  with  the  feelings  of  young  and  poetic 
readers,  if  1  were  to  state  that  llichard  Wyvill 
never  married,  but  remained  all  his  days  faith- 
ful to  his  first  disappointed  love.  But  such 
fidelity  is  rare  in  man,  and  well  that  it  is  so. 
By-and-by,  when  all  hope  of  Jessie  was  at  an 
end,  Kichard  found  a  pretty,  merry  Yorkshire 
lass,  Avho  loved  him — partly  because  he  was  so 
opposite  to  herself — loved  him,  and  married 
him,  and  made  him  happy ;  so  happy,  that  he 
could  receive  his  cousin  Jessie  as  Aunt  Jessie 
in  his  household,  for  weeks  together,  without 
the  slightest  pain.  And  it  is  thouglit  tliat  some 
day  his  eldest  son,  Maurice  Raeburn  Wyvill, 
will  inlicrit  all  the  tliousands  that  Jessie  has  to 
leave.  For  Wyvill  Court  is  full  of  children, 
brought  up  rather  differently  from  what  the  last 
generation  were,  with  more  of  gentleness,  less 
of  impatience  and  rougli  disputing — in  an  at- 
mosphere of  sweetness  and  sunshine  which, 
radiating  from  the  elders,  flows  down  to  the 
younger  ones,  and  makes  of  them,  whatever 
else  they  may  be,  a  family  of  love.  For,  think- 
ing of  Maurice,  whose  story  is  told  from  child  to 
child  till  it  becomes  like  one  of  the  saintly  chron- 
icles of  old — thinking  of  poor  Uncle  Maurice, 
how  could  they  ever  say  to  one  another  an  un- 
kind word  ? 

WOMAN  ON  THE  FAKM. 

AS  long  ago  as  a.m.  3G25  a  farmer  named 
Furins  Cresinus  was  accused  of  magic  be- 
cause he  had  better  crops  of  corn  than  liis  neigh- 
bors. When  brought  to  trial  he  i)roduced,  in 
defense,  his  well-worn  implements  and  his  sun- 
burnt daughters,  and  declared  that  to  the  aid 
of  these  mighty  sorceries  alone  he  owed  his  suc- 
cess. ,  In  Rome's  young  da^-s  the  kitchen-garden 
was  always  placed  under  the  care  of  the  viater- 
ftuiiilkts ;  and  in  Sparta,  wliere  heroes  sprang 
from  mothers  no  less  heroic,  the  women  tilled 
the  land,  while  their  sons  and  husbands  were 
fighting  the  battles  of  their  country. 

The  idea  of  women  working  on  tlie  farm  is, 
therefore,  by  no  means  a  new  one.  From  tliose 
days  to  the  present  women  have  in  various  ways 
assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ;  and  the 
more  barbarous  nations  (even  Germany  must  be 
so  classed  in  this  respect)  have  availed  them- 
selves of  such  labor  to  the  utmost.  Among  the 
North  American  Indians  ffirming  was  done  al- 
most exclusively  by  the  squaws.  They  tilled 
the  soil  with  their  rude  implements,  planted  tiie 
seed,  and  gathered  the  crops;  besides  felling 
trees,  cutting  up  the  spoils  of  the  hunt,  dress- 
ing skins,  pounding  corn,  doing  the  family- 
cooking,  fishing,  and  embroidery  ;  and  ofctimes 


building  the  very  wigwams  for  their  lords  and 
masters. 

Count  the  women  among  the  field-hands  of 
the  South,  examine  the  records  of  the  labor  ac- 
complished, and  you  will  find  that,  taking  tiie 
average,  women  stand  nearly  side  by  side  with 
the  men.  Travel  through  ])ortions  of  our  West- 
ern country,  and  though  you  will  not  see  tlie 
daughters  of  men  turned  into  beasts  of  burden, 
as  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  you  will  see  many  a 
woman  guiding  the  harrow  or  the  plow.  In- 
deed it  is  common,  in  some  districts,  to  find  the 
farmers'  wives  as  thoroughly  competent,  and  as 
conversant  with  the  labor  and  business  of  the 
farm  as  their  husbands. 

I  allude  to  these  facts  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  resisting,  at  the  outset,  the  one  grand  cUncher 
that  is  generally  ttsed  to  strangle  each  new-born 
proposition  relative  to  Avomen- farmers  —  that 
"they  can  not  do  it  because  they  lack  the  re- 
quisite physique."  "Fancy  a  woman,"  cries 
some  gentle  citizen,  who  never  handled  a  gar- 
den tool  in  his  life,  "just  fancy  a  woman  dig- 
ging, plowing,  carting,  pitching  hay — why  the 
thing  is  absurd !" 

And  yet,  my  dear,  common -sense  friend, 
much  as  you  and  I  may  deprecate  the  practice, 
it  is  exactly  these  things  which  thousands  of 
women  have  done  and  are  doing  the  world  over; 
and  if  the  custom  did  not  ])rove  profitable,  where 
followed,  your  own  solid  wisdom  will  tell  you  it 
would  have  been  abandoned  long  ago.  Many 
a  buxom  arm,  since  the  world  began,  has  turned 
over  tlie  heavy  soil  and  prcjiarcd  it  for  the  seed. 
Many  a  jolly  farmer's  wife  is  never  so  much 
herself  as  when,  with  old  Dobbin,  she  chirrups 
and  whips  her  way  to  market  or  mill,  her  wagon 
laden  with  produce  which,  mayha]),  her  own 
busy  hands  may  have  gathered.  And  as  for 
pitching  hay,  wiiy,  one  of  the  prettiest  girls  I 
ever  saw  could  never  leave  home  at  haying-time, 
because  her  father  said  he  couldn't  "spare  her 
then  no  how ;  for  she  was  worth  a  brace  of  his 
idle  boys  for  mowin'  and  jjitchin'." 

Only  the  other  day  I  asked  a  farmer,  who  em- 
ploys many  "hands"  during  the  busy  season, 
which  he  had  found  to  be  the  better  workmen, 
the  Irish  or  the  German. 

"Why,  I  can't  say  exactly  as  to  that,"  he  re- 
plied ;  "but  I  know,  for  weeding  and  planting, 
or  even  for  ])itching  hay,  the  best  day's  work  I 
get  is  out  of  Dutch  Mary  :  she's  a  team,  I  can 
tell  you." 

"Indeed !"  said  I,  highly  delighted  (for  I  be- 
long to  the  ])ersecuted  and  long-sufiering  sex)  ; 
"  and  pray  may  I  ask  what  wages  you  pay 
her?" 

"Ahem  !"  stammered  my  friend :  "  well,  the 
fact  is,  a  woman's  a  woman." 

Not  having  sufficient  argumentative  power  to 
dispute  this  astounding  proposition,  I  simply 
kept  my  eye  upon  him  in  silence,  and  he  con- 
tinued, after  gracefully  wij)ing  his  forehead  with 
a  bandana  handkerchief: 

"A  woman's  a  woman,  you  see,  and  can't 
expect  man's  wages ;  still  1  pay  her  pretty  well 
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— pret — ty — well.  Have  you  seen  our  hot-beds 
yet?" 

"  No, "  I  replied,  rather  sharply.  "  How  much 
do  you  pay  Dutcli  Mary?" 

"  Oh  !  didn't  I  tell  you  ?"  said  he,  blushing  as 
much  as  a  man  with  a  naturally  red  skin  can 
blush.  "Well,  I  give  her  thirty-eight  cents  a 
day." 

' '  Why,  Mr. ! "  was  my  involuntary  ex- 
clamation, "you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  your- 
self!" 

So,  of  course,  he  mentally  pronounced  me  to 
be  a  disagreeable,  unladylike  person,  and  got 
out  of  the  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

Not  long  ago  a  letter  from  H.  C.  Wright,  of 
Pekin,  Niagara  County,  New  York,  was  read  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Farmers'  Club  in  New  York ; 
and  as  it  bears  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  the 
present  argument,  I  venture  to  transcribe  a  por- 
tion of  it.     Mr.  Wright  says  : 

"I  am  in  the  family  of  Marvin  and  Paulina  Roberts, 
farmers,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  as 
good  as  any  in  the  State.  There  are  eiglit  children — seven 
daughters  and  one  son,  the  latter  nine  years  old.     They 

have  been  on  this  farm  two  years 'i'heir  spring  work 

was  begun  on  the  19th  of  April ;  since  which  time  four  of 
the  daughters,  aged  respectively  19,  15, 13,  and  11,  assist- 
ed by  a  niece  aged  17,  and  by  their  mother,  have  accom- 
plished the  following  labor:  ?.  e.,  plowed  75  acres,  dragged 
100  acres  three  times,  sowed  broadcast  100,  and  ivdled  100. 
More  plowing  has  been  done,  but  the  above  amount  of  la- 
bor has  been  done  exclusively  by  the  mother  and  the  five 
young  daughters.  They  have  now  growing  45  aci'es  of 
wheat,  15  of  winter  and  30  of  spring ;  50  acres  of  oats ;  30 
acres  of  flax ;  and  are  to  put  in  10  acres  of  corn,  10  of  beans, 
8  of  carrots,  three-fourths  of  an  acre  of  onions,  and  10  acres 
of  potatoes.  To-day  I  saw  one  of  the  daughters,  aged  thir- 
teen, plowing,  holding  the  plow  and  driving  her  own  team. 
During  the  day  she  plowed  one  acre  and  a  half,  the  usual 
labor  of  a  day  in  plowing.  Last  Saturday  I  saw  two  of  the 
girls,  one  aged  seventeen,  the  other  fifteen,  sowing  wheat, 
broadcast,  and  their  sowing  was  done  as  well  as  any  one 
would  do  it.  I  saw  another,  aged  thirteen,  cb-aggivg^  and 
anothei',  aged  nineteen,  rolling^  and  another  piling  and 
burning  brush  with  her  father.  These  daughters  have 
the  care  of  their  own  teams.  One  of  them,  who  is  sev- 
enteen, is  detailed  to  do  the  house  -  work  this  season. 
She  is  as  good  at  plowing,  sowing,  dragging,  and  rolling  as 
any  of  them.  Tlie  house-work  is  considered  by  them  the 
hardest  and  most  difficult  to  perform.     They  all  prefer  the 

outdoor  farm-work During  the  two  years  over  fifty 

acres  have  been  cleared  of  bushes,  stumps,  and  roots,  and 
this  has  been  done  mainly  by  the  mother  and  daughters. 
I  can  not  now  enlarge  upon  the  results  of  this  effort  of  a 
woman  to  train  her  daughters  to  be  practical  farmers,  as 
to  their  physical,  intellectual,  or  mor.il  development. 
These  speak  for  themselves.  No  one  who  knows  the  fam- 
ily, and  the  facts  connected  with  their  efforts  to  point  out 
the  way  to  Avoman  to  an  independent,  honest,  and  honor- 
able subsistence,  can  have  any  misgivings  as  to  what  those 
results  Avill  be.  They  will  be  good,  and  only  good.  Al- 
ready the  example  of  tliis  motlier  and  daughters  most  ben- 
eficially affects  the  region  around  them." 

Last  spring  a  friend  bought  a  country  place 
near  Elizabetli,  New  Jersey.  The  house  was 
new  and  fine,  but  the  bare,  stony,  and  unculti- 
vated grounds  about  it  forbade  the  thought  of 
his  family  finding  a  home  there,  even  for  a  sum- 
mer, until  something  in  the  way  of  improvement 
should  be  accomplished.  What  did  he  do  ?  Send 
a  surveyor  and  half  a  do/.en  gardeners  to  the  spot 
forthwith?  No:  his  daughter,  a  young  and 
lovely  girl,  went  there,  taking  with  her  a  strong- 


armed  workman,  and  directing  all  her  energies 
to  the  task,  in  time  caused  the  spot  to  blossom 
as  the  rose.  The  land  was  cleared,  tastefully 
laid  out  in  wide  graceful  paths,  and  flower-stud- 
ded bits  of  green,  relieved  by  well-chosen  slu'ubs ; 
while  further  from  the  house  orderly  rows  of 
"highly  respectable"  vegetables  engaged  to  make 
themselves  "  generally  useful"  to  the  family  dur- 
ing the  approaching  summer. 

I  saw  the  young  lady  not  long  afterward,  and 
hardly  knew  which  to  admire  most,  her  musical 
skill  or  her  agricultural  achievements,  her  lady- 
like, gentle  bearing  or  the  energy  that  had  en- 
abled her  to  trudge  about  amidst  the  dirt  and 
stones,  superintending  Pat's  labors,  and  making 
things  presentable  generally. 

During  a  recent  conversation  with  an  officer 
of  one  of  the  prominent  horticultural  societies 
of  our  country  (late  its  president,  and  himself  an 
authority  in  all  horticultural  and  floricultural 
matters)  the  subject  of  rural  effects  came  under 
discussion. 

"The  finest  specimen  of  landscape-gardening 
I  have  ever  seen  in  this  country,"  he  remarked, 
"is  the  modest  little  country  seat  belonging  to 

Mrs.  J ,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  that  is,  where  the 

art,  while  availed  of  to  the  utmost,  is  yet  rendered 
less  apparent.  She  is  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of 
Downing,  and  probably  followed  his  ideas  in  some 
particulars ;  yet  the  designing  and  general  ar- 
rangement are  all  her  own.  There  is  no  twist- 
ing nor  straining  of  nature,  no  artificial  hillock 
constructed  for  the  evident  purpose  of  winding  a 
road  over  it,  no  crude  attempt  at  startling  effect: 
simply  an  appreciative  adaptation  of  art  to  the 
natural  configuration  of  the  land  ;  and  the  effect 
is  truly  charming." 

When  Lafayette  visited  the  mother  of  Wash- 
ington at  Fredericksburg  he  found  her  busily 
engaged  in  weeding  her  flower-garden.  Many 
another  woman  whom  the  world  reveres  has 
grown  lovelier  and  purer  while  engaged  in  sim- 
ple out-of-door  work ;  and  many  a  one,  going 
further,  with  new  strength  born  of  sorrow,  has 
carried  on  a  farm  after  her  husband's  death,  and 
managed  its  affairs  with  prudence  and  ability. 

From  the  earliest  period  in  the  annals  of  our 
race  woman  has  aided,  not  only  by  her  labor, 
but  by  her  counsel,  in  the  cause  of  Agriculture. 
To  an  Empress  of  China  we  are  indebted  for  the 
mulberry-tree  and  the  rearing  of  silk-woi  ms ; 
and,  according  to  a  recent  writer,  "  the  laws 
which  Osiris  gave  to  Egypt  were  not  as  valuable 
to  that  country  as  those  precepts  in  agriculture, 
those  instructions  in  embankments,  irrigation, 
and  draining,  which  Isis,  his  Queen,  gave  to  the 
Egyptians,  and  which  enabled  them  to  derive  so 
much  benefit  from  the  deposits  of  the  Nile." 

To  return :  woman  can  do  farm-work,  for  she 
has  done  it,  and  is  doing  it  still  in  nearly  every 
])art  of  the  world.  Granted  that  she  does  it  at 
a  heavy  cost,  for  extreme  physical  labor  is  a  de- 
stroyer of  beauty  and  the  finer  powers  of  thought 
with  either  sex  ;  still,  we  must  remember  that  in 
most  cases  the  alternative  would  not  be  repose, 
but  either  pinching  want  or  uncongenial  work 
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of  some  kind.  Woman,  however,  is  especially 
adapted  to  the  lighter  branches  of  agriculture, 
and  while  her  "big  brother"  has  stronger  mus- 
cles and  a  hardier  frame  than  she,  it  is  undesir- 
able that  she  should  devote  herself  to  the  heavy 
manual  labors  of  the  farm.  Besides,  American 
women  (simply  through  generations  of  inactivity 
and  too  luxurious  living,  and  not  because  God 
meant  them  to  be  so)  are  not  so  well  fitted  for 
severe  work  as  the  German  or  Indian  women 
are,  though  there  are  many  of  them  that  can  do 
it,  if  they  must  or  wish  to  (I  insist  upon  that). 
Why,  then,  bring  forward  the  "clincher"  as  an 
invariable  answer  to  every  query  concerning  avo- 
"man  on  the  farm  ?  Does  every  male  farmer 
spend  his  strength  in  manual  labor,  or  does  he 
hire  sinewy  arms  to  do  the  needed  work  ?  Does 
he  employ  great,  stout  men  to  pick  his  small 
fruits,  or  does  he  select  those  whom  he  knows  are 
better  suited  to  the  task,  because  their  touch  is 
less  rough,  and  their  movements  more  nimble? 
Can  not  women  do  all  such  work  better  than 
men  ?  In  short,  can  they  not  take  part  in  one- 
half,  nay,  two-thirds  of  the  labor  of  the  farm — 
planting,  trimming,  grafting,  gathering,  tying 
up  bushes,  training  vines,  weeding,  drilling,  de- 
signing, and  a  hundred  other  things  besides? 
Are  not  these  labors  less  exhausting  than  the 
washing,  ironing,  cooking,  and  sewing,  which  so 
many  women  must  and  do  accept  as  their  ap- 
pointed work  in  life? 

I  say  yes.  And  far  more  potent  voices  than 
mine  say  "yes"  again  and  again  ;  for  they  come 
from  women  who  practice  what  they  preach 
(which,  ent  re-no  us,  I  don't,  always).  Cheering 
affirmatives  come  from  Paulina  Roberts  and  her 
daughters,  and  from  those  two  stout-hearted  la- 
dies who  did  so  well  on  their  "farm  of  four 
acres ;"  they  come  from  that  woman  (I  forget 
her  name)  who  made  a  fortune  within  a  few 
years  on  her  own  farm  out  West ;  they  come 
from  tiie  dozens  of  women  farmers  who  have  told 
their  noble  experiences  to  tlie  world  through  the 
Englishwoman'' H  Journal ;  and  they  come  from 
just  such  a  one  as  I  have  in  my  mind  now — a 
brave,  beautiful  woman,  who,  wishing  to  earn 
an  honorable  livelihood,  accepted  the  position  of 
overseer  on  a  gentlemen's  farm  not  fifty  miles 
from  New  York. 

In  the  first  place,  she  planned  and  superin- 
tended the  arrangement  of  his  grounds,  and  he 
paid  her  for  it.  She  "studied  up"  on  barns, 
advised  him  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  his 
own,  and  took  honest  pay  for  her  knowledge. 
She  attended  to  the  thorough  under-draining  of 
his  land,  tlie  rotation  of  his  crops,  the  improve- 
ment of  his  wood,  the  preparation  of  his  lawns  ; 
in  fact,  is  head  and  hands  for  him,  as  far  as  his 
place  is  concerned,  and  makes  her  honest  living 
by  tljat  same.  She  is  a  superb  horse-woman, 
and  every  morning  rides  over  the  grounds  and 
gives  her  directions  to  the  workmen.  At  stated 
periods  she  pays  them  their  wages,  and  (wonder- 
ful to  relate!)  keei)s  a  clear,  unblotted  record  of 
her  expenditures,  and  is  in  every  way  a  faithful 
steward  to  her  emplover. 
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Yet  this  woman  makes  no  noise  in  the  world; 
is  not  "  strong-minded,"  in  the  offensive  sense 
of  the  term  ;  has  lost  none  of  her  feminine  del- 
icacy ;  and  half  of  her  friends  do  not  know  what 
her  real  business  is.  They  only  know  that  she 
lives  in  the  country,  and  is  very  active  and  much 
interested  in  outdoor  affairs ;  that  she  loves  na- 
ture, and,  above  all,  has  the  brightest  eyes  and 
rosiest  cheeks  in  the  world. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  such  cases  are  rare 
in  this  country ;  but  in  Great  Britain  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  women  to  take  charge  of  a  firm 
and  conduct  it  successfully.  In  England  ladies 
take  pride  in  a  knowledge  of  agricultural  mat- 
ters, and  attend  meetings  and  shows,  and  in  so 
doing  their  influence  is  admitted  to  be  beneficial. 

An  American  gentleman,  lately  traveling  in 
England,  was  surprised  at  tlie  interest  manifest- 
ed by  women  of  all  ranks  in  agriculture.  The 
Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  whom  he  visited,  evinced 
perfect  familiarity  with  the  minutest  details  of 
farm  management,  and  while  showing  her  Amer- 
ican guest  over  the  Duke's  large  estate,  explain- 
ed to  him  all  the  various  processes  of  cultivation 
employed. 

"There  are  those,  we  fear,"  says  Mr.  Down- 
ing in  his  Essay  on  Feminine  Taste  in  Pural  Af- 
fairs, "  who  fancy  that  there  is  something  rustic, 
unfeminine,  and  unrefined  about  an  interest  in 
country  out-of-door  matters.  Would  we  could 
present  to  them  a  picture  which  rises  in  our 
memory  at  this  moment,  as  the  finest  of  all  pos- 
sible denials  to  such  a  theory.  In  the  midst  of 
the  richest  agricultural  region  in  the  Northern 
States  lives  a  lady,  a  young  unmarried  lady ; 
mistress  of  herself,  of  some  thousands  of  acres 
of  the  finest  lands,  of  a  mansion  which  is  almost 
the  ideal  of  taste  and  refinement.  Very  well. 
Does  the  lady  sit  in  her  drawing-room  all  day  to 
receive  visitors?  By  no  means.  You  will  find 
her  in  the  morning  on  horseback,  or  driving  a 
light  carriage  with  a  pair  of  spirited  horses.  She 
explores  eveiy  corner  of  the  estate ;  she  visits 
her  tenants,  examines  the  crops,  projects  im- 
provements, directs  repairs,  and  is  thoroughly 
mistress  of  her  whole  estate.  Her  mansion  opens 
into  the  most  exquisite  garden  of  fruits  and  flow- 
ers, every  one  of  which  she  knows  by  heart.  And 
yet  this  lady,  so  energetic  and  spirited  in  her  en- 
joyment and  management  in  out-of-door  mat- 
ters, is,  in  the  drawing-room,  the  most  gentle, 
the  most  retiring,  the  most  modest  of  her  sex." 

In  brief,  it  is  now  an  established  fact  that  wo- 
men may  take  an  active  interest  in  agriculture, 
may  pursue  the  art  for  a  living,  without  being 
precisely  like  Tennyson's 

"  Eight  (laughters  of  the  plow,  stronger  than  men, 
Huge  TV'onicn,  blouzed  with  health,  and  wind,  and  rain, 
And  labor." 

So,  my  dear  lady  readers,  take  courage.  If 
you  are  poor,  and  believe  with  Dr.  Johnson's 
friend,  that  you  "must  live,"  and  you  like  ag- 
riculture in  the  abstract,  don't  be  afraid  to  un- 
dertake it  practically.  There  is  land  enough 
"out  West,"  if  you  can  not  afford  it  nearer  home; 
or,  if  you  already  live  in  the  West,  and  by  a 
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strange  law  of  human  nature  think  you  must 
move  somewhere  else  to  find  your  golden  gain, 
why,  come  East.  There  is  work  for  you  here. 
Try  it  alone,  or  club  together,  half  a  dozen  of 
you,  and  show  the  folks  that  the  thing  can  be 
done.  Study  the  subject  thoroughly  ;  expect  to 
meet  and  to  conquer  difficulties  ;  don't  undertake 
too  much  at  first,  and  don't  gossip  about  each 
other — and  you  will  succeed.  The  preserving 
and  'canning'  of  certain  fruits  and  vegetables 
comprises  an  extended  field  of  labor  in  itself, 
and  is  freely  open  to  you. 

You  can  cultivate  grapes  exclusively,  and  help 
the  light  wine  temperance  cause,  or  you  can  raise 
any  of  the  small  fruits,  or  dwarf  pears  and  apples, 
flower  seeds,  choice  plants,  sorghum — any  thing, 
in  short,  that  you  choose. 


Go  to  work  with  stout  hearts,  clear  heads, 
and  steady  hands,  and  join  the  van. 

Then  in  time  the  wail  of  that  ceaseless  chorus, 

'^stitch!  Stitch!  Stitch!" 
may  die  away ;  and  more  fearful  sounds  may 
also  be  stilled — the  sobs  of  those  who,  weary  and 
despairing,  spurned  by  man  and,  oh!  more  than 
all,  by  woman,  have  been  driven  to  that  which 
their  souls  loathe  for  the  sake  of  bread. 

When  to  that  wild  cry  of  thousands  of  home- 
less women,  "Work!  Work!  give  us  work!" 
comes  back  the  echo  work — not  in  a  weird  whis- 
per from  the  world's  hollow  places,  but  in  a  prac- 
tical shape — the  women  farmers  may  feel  that 
their  labors  have  not  been  solely  for  themselves, 
nor  in  vain. 

Heaven  speed  the  day ! 


DENIS  DUYAL. 


BY  WILLIAM  MAKEPEACE  THACKERAY. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


DENIS    AT    SEA. 


I  PROMISE  you  there  was  no  doubt  or  hesita- 
tion next  Sunday  regarding  our  good  rec- 
tor's opinions.  Ever  since  the  war  with  Amer- 
ica began,  he  had,  to  the  best  of  his  power,  ex- 
horted his  people  to  be  loyal,  and  testified  to  the 
authority  of  Caisar.  "War,"  he  taught,  "is 
not  altogether  an  evil ;  and  ordained  of  Heaven, 
as  our  illnesses  and  fevers  doubtless  arc,  for  our 
good.  It  teaches  obedience  and  contentment 
under  privations  ;  it  fortifies  courage ;  it  tests 
loyalty  ;  it  gives  occasion  for  showing  merciful- 
ness of  heart;  moderation  in  victory;  endurance 


and  cheerfulness  under  defeat.  The  brave  who 
do  battle  victoriously  in  their  country's  cause 
leave  a  legacy  of  honor  to  their  children.  We 
English  of  the  present  day  are  the  better  for 
Crecy,  and  Agincourt,  and  Blenheim.  I  do  not 
grudge  the  Scots  their  day  of  Bannockburn,  nor 
the  French  their  Fontenoy.  Such  valor  proves 
the  manhood  of  nations.  When  we  have  con- 
quered the  American  rebellion,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  do,  I  trust  it  will  be  found  that 
these  rebellious  children  of  ours  have  comported 
themselves  in  a  manner  becoming  our  English 
race,  that  they  have  been  hardy  and  resolute, 
merciful  and  moderate.  In  that  Declaration  of 
War  against  France,  which  has  just  reached  us, 
and  which  interests  all  England,  and  the  men 
of  this  coast  especially,  I  have  no  more  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  the  right  is  on  our  side  than  I 
have  that  Queen  Elizabeth  had  a  right  to  resist 
the  Spanish  Armada.  In  an  hour  of  almost 
equal  peril,  I  pray  we  may  show  the  same  watch- 
fulness, constancy,  and  valor;  bracing  ourselves 
to  do  the  duty  before  us,  and  leaving  the  issue 
to  the  Giver  of  all  Victory." 

Ere  he  left  the  pulpit  our  good  rector  an- 
nounced that  he  would  call  a  meeting  for  next 
market-day  in  our  town-hall — a  meeting  of  gen- 
try, farmers,  and  sea-faring  men  to  devise  means 
for  the  defense  of  our  coast  and  harbors.  The 
French  might  be  upon  us  any  day ;  and  all  our 
people  were  in  a  buzz  of  excitement.  Volunteers 
and  Fcncibles  patrolling  our  shores,  and  fisher- 
men's glasses  forever  on  the  look-out  toward  the 
opposite  coast. 

AVe  had  a  great  meeting  in  the  town-hall,  and 
of  the  speakers  it  was  who  should  be  most  loyal 
to  king  and  country.  Subscriptions  for  a  De- 
fense Fund  were  straightway  set  afoot.  It  was 
determined  the  Cinque  Poi't  towns  should  raise 
a  regiment  of  Fcncibles.  In  Winchelsea  alone 
the  gentry  and  chief  tradesmen  agreed  to  raise 
a  troop  of  volunteer  horse  to  patrol  along  the 
shore  and  communicate  with  depots  of  the  reg- 
ular military  formed  at  Dover,  Hastings,  and 
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Deal.  The  fishermen  "were  enrolled  to  serve 
as  coast  and  look-out  men.  From  Margate  to 
Folkestone  the  coast  was  watched  and  patrolled  : 
and  privateers  were  equipped  and  sent  to  sea 
from  many  of  the  ports  along  our  line.  On  the 
French  shore  we  heard  of  similar  warlike  prep- 
arations. The  fishermen  on  either  coast  did  not 
harm  each  other  as  yet,  though  presently  they 
too  fell  to  blows  :  and  I  have  sad  reason  to  know 
that  a  certain  ancestor  of  mine  did  not  alto- 
gether leave  off  his  relations  with  his  French 
friends. 

However,  at  the  meeting  in  the  town-hall 
grandfather  came  forward  with  a  subscription 
and  a  long  speech.  He  said  that  he  and  his  co- 
religionists and  countrymen  of  France  had  now 
for  near  a  century  experienced  British  hospital- 
ity and  freedom,  that  when  driven  from  home 
by  Papist  persecution,  they  had  found  protec- 
tion here,  and  that  now  was  the  time  for  French 
Protestants  to  show  that  they  were  grateful  and 
faithful  subjects  of  King  George.  Grandfather's 
speech  was  very  warmly  received  ;  that  old  man 
had  lungs,  and  a  knack  of  speaking,  which  never 
failed  him.  He  could  spin  out  sentences  by  the 
yard,  as  I  knew,  who  had  heard  him  expound 
for  half  hours  together  with  that  droning  voice 
whirh  had  long  ceased  (Heaven  help  me!)  to 
carry  conviction  to  the  heart  of  grandfather's 
graceless  grandson. 

When  he  had  done,  Mr.  Joseph  Weston,  of 
the  Priory,  spoke,  and  with  a  good  spirit  too. 
(He  and  mij  dear  friend^  J\fi-.  Sa7n,  were  both 
present,  and  seated  with  the  gentlefolks  and 
magistrates  at  the  raised  end  of  the  hall.)  Mr. 
James  said  that  as  Mr.  Duval  had  spoken  for 
the  French  Protestants,  he,  for  his  part,  could 
vouch  for  the  loyalty  of  another  body  of  men, 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  England.  In  the  hour 
of  danger  he  trusted  that  he  and  his  brethren 
were  as  good  subjects  as  any  Protestants  in  the 
realm.  And  as  a  trifling  test  of  his  loyalty — 
though  he  believed  his  neighbor  Duval  was  a 
richer  man  than  himself  (grandfather  shrieked 
a  "No,  no!"  and  there  was  a  roar  of  laughter 
in  the  hall) — he  offered  as  a  contribution  to  a 
defervse  fund  to  lay  down  two  guineas  for  Mr. 
Duval's  one! 

"I  will  give  my  guinea,  I  am  sure,"  says 
grandfather,  very  meekly  ;  "  and  may  that  poor 
man's  mite  be  accepted  and  useful !" 

*'  One  guinea !"  roars  Weston  ;  "  I  will  give  a 
hundred  guineas !" 

*' And  I  another  hundred,"  says  his  brother. 
*' We  shall  show,  as  lioman  Catholic  gentry  of 
England,  that  we  are  not  inferior  in  loyalty  to 
our  Protestant  brethren." 

"Put  my  fiizer-in-law,  Peter  Duval,  down 
for  one  'ondred  guinea!"  calls  out  my  mother, 
in  her  deep  voice.  *'  Put  me  down  for  twenty- 
fife  guinea,  and  my  son  Denis  for  twenty-fife 
guinea !  We  have  eaten  of  English  bread  and 
we  are  grateful,  and  we  sing  with  all  our  hearts 
God  safe  King  George!" 

Mother's  speech  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plause.   Farmers,  gentry,  shop-keepers,  rich  and 


poor,  crowded  forward  to  ofter  their  subscrip- 
tion. Before  the  meeting  broke  up  a  very 
handsome  sum  was  promised  for  the  arming 
and  equipment  of  the  Winchelsea  Fencibles; 
and  old  Colonel  Evans,  who  had  been  present 
at  Minden  and  Fontenoy,  and  young  Mr.  Bar- 
low, who  had  lost  a  leg  at  Brandywine,  said 
that  they  would  superintend  the  drilling  of  the 
Winchelsea  Fencibles,  until  such  time  as  his 
Majesty  should  send  officers  of  his  own  to  com- 
mand the  corps.  It  was  agreed  that  every  body 
spoke  and  acted  with  public  spirit.  "Let  the 
French  land!"  was  our  cry.  "The  men  of 
Rye,  the  men  of  Winchelsea,  the  men  of  Hast- 
ings, will  have  a  guard  of  honor  to  receive  them 
on  the  shore !" 

That  the  French  intended  to  try  and  land 
Avas  an  opinion  pretty  general  among  us,  espe- 
cially when  his  Majesty's  proclamation  came, 
announcing  the  great  naval  and  military  arma- 
ments which  the  enemy  was  preparing.  We 
had  certain  comvvmications  with  Boulogne,  Cal- 
ais, and  Dunkirk  still,  and  our  fishing  boats 
sometimes  went  as  far  as  Ostend,  which  then  be- 
longed to  the  Emperor.  Our  informants  brought 
us  full  news  of  all  that  was  going  on  in  those 
ports ;  of  the  troops  assembled  tliere,  and  royal 
French  ships  and  privateers  fitted  out.  I  was 
not  much  surprised  one  night  to  find  our  old 
Boulogne  ally  Bidois  smoking  his  pipe  with 
grandfather  in  the  kitchen,  and  regaling  him- 
self Avith  a  glass  of  his  own  brandy,  Avhich  I 
know  had  not  paid  unto  Caesar  Cassar's  due. 
The  pigeons  on  the  hill  were  making  their  jour- 
neys still.  Once,  when  I  went  up  to  visit  Farm- 
er Perreau,  I  fotmd  M.  de  la  Motte  and  a  com- 
panion of  his  sending  off  one  of  these  birds,  and 
Lamotte's  friend  said,  sulkily,  in  German, 
"What  does  the  little  Spitzhtihe  do  here?" 
"  Versteht  vielleicht  Deutsche''''  murmured  La 
Motte,  hurriedly,  and  turned  round  to  me  with 
a  grin  of  welcome,  and  asked  news  of  grandfa- 
ther and  my  mother. 

This  ally  of  the  chevalier's  was  a  Lieutenant 
Liitterloh,  who  had  served  in  America  in  one  of 
the  Hessian  regiments  on  our  side,  and  who  was 
now  pretty  often  in  Winchelsea,  where  he  talked 
magnificently  about  war  and  his  own  achieve- 
ments, both  on  the  Continent  and  in  our  Amer- 
ican provinces.  He  lived  near  Canterbury  as  I 
heard.  I  guessed,  of  course,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  "Mackerel"  party,  and  engaged  in  smug- 
gling, like  Lamotte,  the  Westons,  and  my  grace- 
less old  grandfather  and  his  ally,  Mr.  Rudge, 
of  Rye.  I  shall  have  presently  to  tell  how  bit- 
terly Monsieur  de  la  Motte  had  afterward  to  rue 
his  acquaintance  with  this  German. 

Knowing  the  chevalier's  intimacy  with  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  mackerel  fishery, 
I  had  little  cause  to  be  surprised  at  seeing  him 
and  the  German  captain  together;  though  a 
circumstance  now  arose,  which  might  have  in- 
duced me  to  suppose  him  engaged  in  practices 
yet  more  lawless  and  dangerous  than  smuggling. 
I  was  walking  up  to  the  hill — must  I  let  slip 
the  whole  truth,  madam,  in  my  memoirs?   Well, 
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it  never  did  or  will  hurt  any  body;  and,  as  it 
only  concerns  you  and  me,  may  be  told  without 
fear.  I  frequently,  I  say,  walked  up  the  hill  to 
look  at  these  pigeons,  for  a  certain  young  per- 
son was  a  great  lover  of  pigeons,  too,  and  occa- 
sionally would  come  to  see  Farmer  Perreau's 
columbarium.  Did  I  love  the  sight  of  this  dear 
white  dove  more  than  any  other?  Did  it  come 
sometimes  fluttering  to  my  heart?  Ah!  the 
old  blood  throbs  there  with  the  mere  recollec- 
tion. I  feel — shall  we  say  how  many  years 
younger,  my  dear?  In  fine,  those  little  walks 
to  the  pigeon-house  are  among  the  sweetest  of 
all  our  stores  of  memories. 

I  was  coming  away,  then,  once  from  this 
house  of  billing  and  cooing,  when  I  chanced  to 
espy  an  old  school-mate,  Thomas  Measom  by 
name,  who  was  exceedingly  proud  of  his  new 
uniform  as  a  private  of  our  regiment  of  Win- 
chelsea  Eencibles,  was  never  tired  of  wearing  it, 
and  always  walked  out  with  his  firelock  over  his 
shoulder.  As  I  came  up  to  Tom  he  had  just 
discharged  his  piece  and  hit  his  bird  too.  One 
of  Farmer  Perreau's  pigeons  lay  dead  at  Tom's 
feet,  one  of  the  carrier  pigeons,  and  the  young 
fellow  was  rather  scared  at  what  he  had  done, 
especially  when  he  saw  a  little  piece  of  paper 
tied  under  the  wing  of  the  slain  bird. 

He  could  not  read  the  message,  which  was 
v.ritten  in  our  German  handwriting,  and  was 
only  in  three  lines,  which  I  was  better  able  to 
decipher  than  Tom.  I  supposed  at  first  that 
the  message  had  to  do  with  the  smuggling  busi- 
ness, in  which  so  many  of  our  friends  were  en- 
gaged, and  Measom  walked  off  rather  hurriedly, 
being  by  no  means  anxious  to  fall  into  the 
farmer's  hands,  who  would  be  but  ill-pleased  at 
having  one  of  his  birds  killed. 

I  put  the  paper  in  my  pocket,  not  telling 
Tom  what  I  thought  about  the  matter ;  but  I 
did  have  a  thought,  and  determined  to  com- 
mence with  my  dear  Doctor  Barnard  regarding 
it.  I  asked  to  see  liim  at  the  llectory,  and 
there  read  to  him  the  contents  of  the  paper  which 
the  poor  messenger  was  bearing  when  Tom's  ball 
brought  him  down. 

My  good  doctor  was  not  a  little  excited  and 
pleased  when  I  interpreted  the  pigeon's  message 
to  him,  and  especially  praised  me  for  my  reti- 
cence with  Tom  upon  the  subject.  "  It  may  be 
a  mare''s  nest  we  have  discovered,  Denny,  my 
boy,"  says  the  doctor;  "it  may  be  a  matter  of 
importance.  I  will  see  Colonel  Evans  on  this 
subject  to-night."  We  went  off  to  Mr.  Evans's 
lodgings  ;  he  was  the  old  officer  who  had  fought 
under  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  was,  like 
the  doctor,  a  justice  of  peace  for  our  county.  I 
translated  for  the  colonel  th€  i>aper,  which  was 
to  the  following  effect : 

,     [The  paper  is  wanting.] 

Mr.  Evans  looked  at  a  paper  before  him,  con- 
taining an  authorized  list  of  the  troops  at  the 
variou-s  Cinque  J*ort  stations,  and  found  the 
poor  pigeon's  information  quite  correct.  Was 
this  the  chevalier's  writing?  the  gentleman 
asked.     No,  I  did  not  think  it  was  M.  de  la 


Motte's  handwriting.  Then  I  mentioned  the 
other  German  in  whose  company  I  had  seen  M. 
de  la  Motte.  The  Monsieur  Liitterloh,  whom 
Mr.  li^vans  said  he  knew  quite  well.  "If  Liit- 
terloh is  engaged  in  the  business,"  said  Mr. 
Evans,  "  we  shall  know  more  about  it ;"  and  he 
whispered  something  to  Doctor  Barnard.  Mean- 
while he  praised  me  exceedingly  for  my  caution, 
enjoined  me  to  say  nothing  regarding  the  mat- 
ter, and  to  tell  my  comrade  to  hold  his  tongue. 

As  for  'I'om  Measom  he  was  less  cautious. 
Tom  talked  about  his  adventure  to  one  or  two 
cronies ;  and  to  his  parents,  who  were  trades- 
men like  my  own.  They  occupied  a  snug  house 
in  Winchelsea,  with  a  garden  and  a  good  pad- 
dock. One  day  their  horse  was  found  dead  in 
the  stable.  Another  day  their  cow  burst  and 
died.  There  used  to  be  strange  acts  of  revenge 
perpetrated  in  those  days;  and  farmers,  trades- 
men, or  gentry,  who  rendered  themselves  ob- 
noxious to  certain  parties,  had  often  to  rue  the 
enmity  which  they  provoked.  That  my  unhap- 
py old  grandfather  was,  and  remained  in  the 
smugglers'  league,  I  fear,  is  a  fact  which  I  can't 
deny  or  palliate.  He  paid  a  heavy  penalty  to 
be  sure ;  but  my  narrative  is  not  advanced  far 
enough  to  allow  of  my  telling  how  the  old  man 
was  visited  for  his  sins. 

There  came  to  visit  our  Winchelsea  magis- 
trates Captain  Pearson,  of  theZj/wx  frigate,  then 
in  the  Downs;  and  I  remembered  this  gentle- 
man, having  seen  him  at  the  house  of  my  kind 
patron.  Sir  Peter  Denis,  in  London.  Mr.  Pear- 
son also  recollected  me  as  the  little  boy  who  had 
shot  the  highwayman  ;  and  was  much  interested 
when  he  heard  of  the  carrier  pigeon,  and  the 
news  "svhich  he  bore.  It  appeared  that  he,  as 
well  as  Colonel  Evans,  were  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Liitterloh.  "You  are  a  good  lad,"  the 
captain  said  ;  "  but  we  know, "  said  the  captain, 
"all  the  news  those  birds  carry." 

At  this  time  our  whole  coast  was  alarmed, 
and  hourly  expectant  of  a  French  invasion. 
The  French  fleet  was  said  to  outnumber  ours  in 
the  Channel :  the  French  army,  we  knew,  was 
enormously  superior  to  our  own.  I  can  remem- 
ber the  terror  and  the  excitement ;  the  panic  of 
some,  the  braggart  behavior  of  others  ;  and  spe- 
cially I  recall  the  way  in  which  our  church  was 
cleared,  one  Sunday,  by  a  rumor  which  ran 
through  the  pews  that  the  French  were  actually 
landed.  How  the  people  rushed  away  from  the 
building,  and  some  of  them  whom  I  remember 
the  loudest  among  the  braggarts,  and  singing 
their  "Come  if  you  dare!"  Mother  and  I  in 
our  pew,  and  Captain  Pearson  in  the  rector's, 
were  the  only  people  who  sate  out  the  serinon, 
of  which  Doctor  Barnard  would  not  abridge  a 
line,  and  which,  I  own,  I  thought  was  extreme- 
ly tantalizing  and  provoking.  He  gave  the 
blessing  with  more  than  ordinary  slowness  and 
solemnity  ;  and  had  to  open  his  own  pulpit-door 
and  stalk  down  the  steps  without  the  accom- 
paniment of  his  usual  escort,  the  clerk,  who  had 
skipped  out  of  his  desk  and  run  away  like  the 
rest  of  the  congregation.     Doctor  Barnard  had 
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me  home  to  dinner  at  the  Rectory ;  my  good 
mother  being  much  too  shrewd  to  be  jealous  of 
this  kindness  shown  to  me  and  not  to  her. 
When  she  waited  upon  Mrs.  Barnard  with  her 
basket  of  laces  and  perfumeries,  mother  stood  as 
became  her  station  as  a  tradeswoman.  "For 
thee,  my  son,  'tis  different,"  she  said.  "I  will 
have  thee  be  a  gentleman  : "  and  ftiith,  I  hope  I 
have  done  the  best  of  my  humble  endeavor  to 
fulfill  the  good  lady's  wish. 

The  war,  the  probable  descent  of  the  French, 
and  the  means  of  resisting  the  invasion,  of 
course,  formed  the  subject  of  tlie  gentlemen's 
conversation  ;  and  though  I  did  not  understand 
all  that  passed,  I  was  made  to  comprehend  sub- 
sequently, and  may  as  well  mention  facts  here 
which  only  came  to  be  explained  to  me  later. 
Tlie  pigeons  took  over  certain  information  to 
France  in  return  for  that  which  they  brought. 
By  these  and  other  messengers  our  Government 
was  kept  quite  well  instructed  as  to  the  designs 
and  preparations  of  the  enemy,  and  I  remember 
how  it  was  stated  that  his  Majesty  had  occult 
correspondents  of  his  own  in  France,  Avhose  in- 
formation was  of  surprising  accuracy.  Master 
Liitterloh  dabbled  in  the  information  line.  He 
had  been  a  soldier  in  America,  a  recruiting  crimp 
here,  and  I  know  not  what  besides ;  but  the  in- 
formation he  gave  was  given  under  the  authority 
of  his  employers,  to  whom  in  return  he  commu- 
nicated the  information  he  received  from  France. 
The  worthy  gentleman  was,  in  fact,  a  spy  by 
trade ;  and  though  he  was  not  born  to  be 
hanged,  came  by  an  awful  payment  for  his 
treachery,  as  I  shall  have  to  tell  in  due  time. 
As  for  M.  de  la  Motte  the  gentlemen  were  in- 
clined to  think  that  his  occupation  was  smug- 
gling, not  treason,  and  in  that  business  the 
chevalier  was  allied  with  scores,  nay  hundreds, 
of  people  round  about  him.  One  I  knew,  my 
pious  grandpapa  :  other  two  lived  at  the  Priory, 
and  I  could  count  many  more  even  in  our  small 
town,  namely,  all  the  mackerel  men  to  whom  I 
had  been  sent  on  the  night  of  poor  Madame  de 
Saverne's  funeral. 

Captain  Pearson  shook  me  by  tlie  hand  very 
warmly  when  I  rose  to  go  home,  and  I  saw,  by 
the  vvay  in  which  the  good  doctor  regarded  me, 
that  he  was  meditating  some  special  kindness  in 
my  behalf.  It  came  very  soon,  and  at  a  mo- 
ment when  I  was  plunged  in  the  very  dismalest 
depths  of  despair.  My  dear  little  Agnes,  though 
a  boarder  at  the  house  of  those  odious  Westons, 
had  leave  given  to  her  to  visit  Mrs.  Barnard ; 
and  that  kind  lady  never  failed  to  give  me  some 
signal  by  which  I  knew  that  my  little  sweet- 
heart was  at  the  Rectory.  One  day  the  mes- 
sage would  be,  "The  rector  wants  back  his 
volume  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  and  Denis  had 
better  bring  it."  Another  time,  my  dearest 
Mrs.  Barnard  would  write  on  a  card,  "  You 
may  come  to  tea,  if  you  have  done  your  mathc- 
Miatics  well ;"  or,  "  You  may  have  a  French  les- 
son," and  so  forth :  and  there,  sure  enough, 
would  be  my  sweet  little  tutoress.  How  old, 
my  dear,  was  Juliet  when  she  and  young  Capu- 


let  began  their  loves?  My  sweet-heart  had  not 
done  playing  with  dolls  when  our  little  passion 
began  to  bud  :  and  the  sweet  talisman  of  inno- 
cence I  wore  in  my  heart  hath  never  left  me 
through  life,  and  shielded  me  from  many  a 
temptation. 

Shall  I  make  a  clean  breast  of  it  ?  We  young 
hypocrites  used  to  write  each  other  little  notes, 
and  pop  them  in  certain  cunning  corners  known 
to  us  two.  Juliet  used  to  write  in  a  great  round 
hand  in  French ;  Romeo  replied,  I  dare  say, 
with  doubtful  sjjelling. 

We  had  devised  sundry  queer  receptacles 
where  our  letters  lay  ])oste  restante.  There  was 
the  China  pot-pourri  jar  on  the  Japan  cabinet  in 
the  drawing-room.  There,  into  the  midst  of  the 
roses  and  spices,  two  cunning  young  people  used 
to  thrust  their  hands,  and  stir  about  spice  and 
rose-leaves,  until  they  lighted  upon  a  little  bit 
of  folded  paper  more  fragrant  and  precious  than 
all  your  flowers  and  cloves.  Then  in  the  hall 
we  had  a  famous  post-office,  namely,  the  barrel 
of  the  great  blunderbuss  over  the  mantle-piece, 
from  which  hung  a  ticket  on  Avhich  "loaded" 
was  written,  only  I  knew  better,  having  helped 
Martin,  the  doctor's  man,  to  clean  the  gun. 
Then  in  the  church-yard,  under  the  wing  of  the 
left  cherub  on  Sir  Jasper  Billing's  tomb,  there 
was  a  certain  hole  in  which  we  j)ut  little  scraps 
of  paper  written  in  a  cipher  devised  by  ourselves, 
and  on  these  scraps  of  paper  we  wrote :  well, 
can  you  guess  what?  We  wrote  the  old  song 
which  young  people  have  sung  ever  since  sing- 
ing began.  We  wrote  "  amo,  amas,"  etc.,  in 
our  childish  handwriting.  Ah !  thanks  be  to 
Heaven,  though  the  hands  tremble  a  little  now 
they  write  the  words  still !  My  dear,  the  last 
time  I  was  in  Winchelsea  I  went  and  looked  at 
Sir  Jasper's  tomb,  and  at  the  hole  under  the 
cherub's  wing;  there  was  only  a  little  mould 
and  moss  there.  Mrs.  Barnard  found  and  read 
one  or  more  of  these  letters,  as  the  dear  lady 
told  me  afterward,  but  there  was  no  harm  in 
them  ;  and  when  the  doctor  put  on  his  grand 
serieiix  (as  to  be  sure  he  had  a  right  to  do),  and 
was  for  giving  the  culprits  a  scolding,  his  wif? 
reminded  him  of  a  time  when  he  was  captain  of 
Harrow  School,  and  found  time  to  write  other 
exercises  than  Greek  and  Latin  to  a  young  lady 
who  lived  in  the  village.  Of  these  matters,  I 
say,  she  told  me  in  later  days  :  in  all  days,  after 
our  acquaintance  began,  she  was  my  truest  friend 
and  protectress. 

But  this  dearest  and  happiest  season  of  my 
life  (for  so  I  think  it,  though  I  am  at  this  mo- 
ment happy,  most  happy,  and  thankful)  was  to 
come  to  an  abrupt  ending,  and  poor  Humpty 
Dumpty  having  climbed  the  wall  of  bliss,  was  to 
have  a  great  and  sudden  fall,  which,  for  a  while, 
perfectly  crushed  and  bewildered  him.  I  have 
said  what  harm  came  to  my  companion  Tom 
Measom  for  meddling  in  Monsieur  Liitterloh's 
affairs  and  talking  of  them.  Now,  there  were 
two  who  knew  Meinherr's  secret,  Tom  Measom, 
namely,  and  Denis  Duval ;  and  though  Denis 
held  his  tongue  about  the  matter,  except  in  con- 
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versing  with  the  Rector  and  Captain  Pearson, 
Liitterloh  came  to  know  that  I  had  read  and  ex- 
plained the  pigeon-dispatch  of  which  Mcasom 
had  shot  the  bearer;  and,  indeed,  it  was  Cap- 
tain Pearson  himself,  with  whom  the  German 
had  sundry  private  dealings,  who  was  Liitterloh's 
informer.  Liitterloh's  rage,  and  that  of  his  ac- 
complice, against  me,  when  they  learned  the  un- 
lucky part  I  had  had  in  the  discovery,  were  still 
greater  than  their  wrath  against  Measom.  The 
Chevalier  de  la  Motte,  who  had  once  been  neu- 
tral and  even  kind  to  me,  was  confirmed  in  a 
steady  hatred  against  me,  and  held  me  as  an 
enemy  whom  he  was  determined  to  get  out  of 
his  way.  And  hence  came  that  catastrophe 
which  ]iYeci]ntSited Ilumpti/  Uiimpti/ Da\a\,  Esq., 
off  the  wall  from  which  he  was  gazing  at  his  be- 
loved, as  she  disported  in  her  garden  below. 

One  evening — shall  I  ever  forget  that  even- 
ing ?  It  was  Friday —  IXeft 
blank  by  Mr.  Thackeray]  —  after  my  little  maiden 
had  been  taking  tea  with  Mrs.  Barnard,  I  had 
leave  to  escort  her  to  her  home  at  Mr.  Weston's 
at  the  Priory,  which  is  not  a  hundred  yards 
from  the  Rectory  door.  All  the  evening  the 
company  had  been  talking  about  battle,  and 
danger,  and  invasion,  and  the  war  news  from 
France  and  America  ;  and  my  little  maiden  sate 
silent,  with  her  great  eyes  looking  at  one  speaker 
and  another,  and  stitching  at  her  sampler.  At 
length  the  clock  tolled  the  hour  of  nine,  when 
Miss  Agnes  must  return  to  her  guardian.  I  had 
the  honor  to  serve  as  her  escort,  and  would  have 
wished  the  journey  to  be  ten  times  as  long  as 
that  brief  one  between  the  two  houses.  "  Good- 
night, Agnes!"  "Good-night,  Denis!  On 
Sunday  I  shall  see  you !"  We  whisper  one  lit- 
tle minute  under  the  stars;  the  little  hand  lin- 
gers in  mine  with  a  soft  pressure ;  we  hear  the 
servants'  footsteps  over  the  marble  floor  within, 
and  I  am  gone.  Somehow,  at  night  and  at 
morning,  at  lessons  and  play,  I  was  always 
thinking  about  this  little  maid, 

"I  shall  see  you  on  Sunday;"  and  this  was 
Friday !  Even  that  interval  seemed  long  to  me. 
Little  did  either  of  us  know  what  a  long  separa- 
tion was  before  us,  and  what  strange  changes, 
dangers,  adventures  I  was  to  undergo  ere  I  again 
should  press  that  dearest  hand. 

The  gate  closed  on  her,  and  I  walked  away  by 
the  church-wall,  and  toward  my  own  home.  I 
was  thinking  of  that  happy,  that  unforgotten 
night  of  my  childhood,  when  I  had  been  the 
means  of  rescuing  the  dearest  little  maiden  from 
an  awful  death ;  how,  since  then,  I  had  cher- 
ished her  with  my  love  of  love ;  and  what  a 
blessing  she  had  been  to  my  young  life.  For 
many  years  she  was  its  only  cheerer  and  com- 
panion. At  home  I  had  food  and  shelter,  and, 
from  mother  at  least,  kindness,  but  no  society ; 
it  was  not  until  I  became  a  familiar  of  the  good 
doctor's  roof  that  I  knew  friendship  and  kind 
companionship.  Wliat  gratitude  ought  I  not  to 
feel  for  a  boon  so  precious  as  there  was  con- 
ferred on  me?  Ah,  I  vowed,  I  prayed,  that  I 
might  make  myself  worthy  of  such  friends  ;  and 


so  was  sauntering  homeward,  lost  in  these  hap- 
py thoughts,  when — when  something  occurred 
which  at  once  decided  the  whole  course  of  my 
after-life. 

This  something  was  a  blow  with  a  bludgeon 
across  my  ear  and  temple  which  sent  me  to  the 
ground  utterly  insensible.  I  remember  half  a 
dozen  men  darkling  in  an  alley  by  which  I  had 
to  pass,  then  a  scuffle  and  an  oath  or  two,  and 
a  voice  crying,  "  Give  it  him,  curse  him  !"  and 
then  I  was  down  on  the  pavement  as  flat  and 
lifeless  as  the  flags  on  which  I  lay.  When  I 
woke  up  I  was  almost  blinded  with  blood,  I  was 
in  a  covered  cart  with  a  few  more  groaning 
wretches ;  and  when  I  uttered  a  moan,  a  brutal 
voice  growled  out  with  many  oaths  an  instant 
order  to  be  silent,  or  my  head  should  be  broken 
again.  I  woke  up  in  a  ghastly  pain  and  per- 
plexity, but  presently  fainted  once  more.  When 
I  awoke  again  to  a  half-consciousness  I  felt  my- 
self being  lifted  from  the  cart  and  carried,  and 
then  flung  into  the  bows  of  a  boat,  where  I  sup- 
pose I  was  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  dismal  cart's 
company.  Then  some  one  came  and  washed 
my  bleeding  head  with  salt-water  (which  made 
it  throb  and  ache  very  cruelly).  Then  the  man, 
whispering  "Pm  a  friend,"  bound  my  forehead 
tight  with  a  handkerchief,  and  the  boat  pulled 
out  to  a  brig  that  was  lying  as  near  to  land  as 
she  could  come,  and  the  same  man  who  had 
struck  and  sworn  at  me  would  have  stabbed  me 
once  more  as  I  reeled  up  the  side,  but  that  my 
friend  interposed  in  my  behalf.  It  was  Tom 
Hookham  to  whose  family  I  had  given  the  three 
guineas,  and  who  assuredly  saved  my  life  on 
that  day,  for  the  villain  who  attempted  it  after- 
ward confessed  that  he  intended  to  do  me  an 
injury.  I  was  thrust  into  the  forepeak  with 
three  or  four  more  maimed  and  groaning  wretch- 
es, and  the  wind  serving,  the  lugger  made  for  her 
destination,  whatever  that  might  be.  What  a 
horrid  night  of  fever  and  pain  it  was !  I  remem- 
ber I  fancied  I  was  carrying  Agnes  out  of  the 
water;  I  called  out  her  name  repeatedly,  as  Tom 
Hookham  informed  me,  who  came  with  a  lan- 
tern, and  looked  at  us  poor  wretches  huddled  in 
our  shed.  Tom  brought  me  more  water,  and 
in  pain  and  fever  I  slept  through  a  wretched 
night. 

In  the  morning  our  tender  came  up  with  a 
frigate  that  was  lying  off  a  town,  and  I  was  car- 
ried up  the  ship's  side  on  Hookham's  arm.  The 
captain's  boat  happened  to  pull  from  shore  at 
the  very  same  time,  and  the  captain  and  his 
friends,  and  our  wretched  party  of  pressed  men 
with  their  captors,  thus  stood  face  to  face.  My 
wonder  and  delight  were  not  a  little  aroused 
when  I  saw  the  captain  was  no  other  than  my 
dear  rector's  friend.  Captain  Pearson.  My  face 
was  bound  up,  and  so  pale  and  bloody  as  to  be 
scarcely  recognizable.  "So,  my  man,"  he  said, 
rather  sternly,  "you  have  been  for  fighting, 
have  you?  This  comes  of  resisting  men  em- 
ployed on  his  Majesty's  sen'ice." 

"I  never  resisted,"  I  said;  "  I  was  struck  from 
behind.  Captain  Pearson." 
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The  captain  looked  at  me  with  a  haughty, 
surprised  air.  Indeed  a  more  disreputable-look- 
ing lad  he  scarcely  could  see.  After  a  moment 
he  said,  "Why,  bless  my  soul,  is  it  you,  my 
boy?     Is  it  young  Duval?" 

"Yes,  Sir,"  I  said,  and  whether  from  emo- 
tion, or  fever,  or  loss  of  blood  and  weakness,  I 
felt  my  brain  going  again,  and  once  more  faint- 
ed and  fell. 

When  I  came  to  myself  I  found  myself  in  a 
berth  in  the  Serapis,  where  there  happened  to 
be  but  one  other  patient.  I  had  had  fever  and 
delirium  for  a  day,  during  which  it  appears  I  was 
constantly  calling  out  "Agnes,  Agnes!"  and 
offering  to  shoot  highwaymen.  A  very  kind 
surgeon's  mate  had  charge  of  me,  and  showed 
me  much  more  attention  than  a  poor  wounded 
lad  could  have  had  a  right  to  expect  in  my 
wretched,  humiliating  position.  On  the  fifth 
day  I  was  Avell  again,  though  still  very  weak 
and  pale ;  but  not  too  weak  to  be  unable  to  go 
to  the  captain  wlien  he  sent  for  me  to  his  cabin. 
My  friend  the  surgeon's  mate  showed  me  the 
way. 

Captain  Pearson  was  writing  at  his  table,  but 
sent  away  his  secretary;  and  when  the  latter  was 
gone  shook  hands  with  me  very  kindly,  and 
talked  unreservedly  about  the  strange  accident 
which  had  brought  me  on  board  his  ship.  His 
officer  had  information,  he  said,  "and  I  had  in- 
formation," the  captain  went  on  to  say,  "that 
some  very  good  seamen  of  what  we  called  the 
Mackei-el  party  were  to  be  taken  at  a  public 
house  in  Winchelsea,  and  his  officer  netted  a 
half  dozen  of  them  there,  who  will  be  much  bet- 
ter employed"  (says  Captain  Pearson)  "in  serv- 
ing the  King  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  vessels 
than  in  cheating  him  on  board  their  own.  You 
were  a  stray  fish  that  was  caught  along  with  the 
rest.  I  know  your  story.  I  have  talked  it  over 
with  our  good  friends  at  the  Rectory.  For  a 
young  fellow,  you  have  managed  to  make  your- 
self some  queer  enemies  in  your  native  town ; 
and  you  are  best  out  of  it.  On  the  night  when 
I  first  saw  you  I  promised  our  friends  to  take 
you  as  a  first-class  volunteer.  In  due  time  you 
will  -pass  your  examination  and  be  rated  as  a 
midshipman.  Stay — your  mother  is  in  Deal. 
You  can  go  ashore,  and  she  will  fit  you  out. 
Here  are  letters  for  you.  I  wrote  to  Doctor 
Barnard  as  soon  as  I  found  who  you  were." 

With  this  I  took  leave  of  my  good  patron 
and  captain,  and  ran  off  to  read  my  two  letters. 
One  from  Mrs.  Barnard  and  the  doctor  conjoint- 
ly, told  how  alarmed  they  had  been  at  my  being 
lost,  until  Captain  Pearson  wrote  to  say  how  I 
had  been  found.  The  letter  from  my  good  mo- 
ther informed  me,  in  her  rough  way,  how  she 
was  waiting  at  the  Blue  Anchor  Inn  in  Deal, 
and  would  have  come  to  me ;  but  my  new  com- 
rades would  laugh  at  a  rough  old  woman  com- 
ing off  in  a  shore  boat  to  look  after  her  boy.  It 
was  better  that  I  should  go  to  her  at  Deal,  where 
I  should  be  fitted  out  in  a  way  becoming  an  of- 
ficer in  his  Majesty's  service.     To  Deal  accord- 


ingly I  went  by  tlie  next  boat;  the  good-natured 
surgeon's  mate,  who  had  attended  me  and  taken 
a  fancy  to  me,  lending  me  a  clean  shirt,  and 
covering  the  wound  on  my  head  neatly  so  that 
it  was  scarcely  seen  under  my  black  hair.  Le 
pmivre  cher  enfant!  conime  il  est  jmk/  How 
my  mother's  eyes  kindled  with  kindness  as  she 
saw  me!  The  good  soul  insisted  on  dressing 
my  hair  with  her  own  hands,  and  tied  it  in  a 
smart  queue  with  a  black  ribbon.  Then  she 
took  me  off  to  a  tailor  in  the  town,  and  provided 
me  with  an  outfit  a  lord's  son  might  have  brought 
on  board  ;  and  when  she  saw  me  dressed  in  my 
midshipman's  uniform,  she  put  such  a  great 
heavy  purse  of  guineas  into  my  pocket  that  I 
wondered  at  her  bounty.  I  suppose  I  cocked 
my  hat  and  strutted  very  consequentially  by  her 
side  on  the  Mall.  She  had  two  or  three  friends, 
tradesfolk  like  herself,  and  partners  no  doubt  in 
certain  dubious  maritime  transactions  at  which 
I  have  hinted ;  but  these  she  did  not  care  to 
visit.  "Remember,  my  son,"  said  she,  "thou 
art  a  gentleman  now.  Trades-people  are  no  com- 
pany for  thee.  For  me  'tis  different.  I  am  but  a 
poor  hair-dresser  and  shop-keeper."  And  such 
of  her  acquaintance  as  she  met  she  saluted  with 
great  dignity,  but  never  offered  to  present  me  to 
one  of  them.  We  supped  together  at  the  An- 
chor, and  talked  about  home,  that  was  but  two 
days  off,  and  yet  so  distant.  She  never  once 
mentioned  my  little  maiden  to  me,  nor  did  I 
somehow  dare  to  allude  to  her.  Mother  had 
prepared  a  nice  bedroom  for  me  at  the  inn,  to 
which  she  made  me  retire  early,  as  I  was  still 
weak  and  faint  after  my  fever ;  and  when  I  was 
in  my  bed  she  came  and  knelt  down  by  it,  and 
with  tears  rolling  down  her  furrowed  face  offer- 
ed up  a  prayer  in  her  native  German  language, 
that  He  who  had  been  pleased  to  succor  me 
from  perils  hitherto  would  guard  me  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  watch  over  me  in  the  voyage  of  life 
which  was  now  about  to  begin.  Now,  as  it  is 
drawing  to  its  close,  I  look  back  at  it  with  an 
immense  awe  and  thankfulness  for  the  strange 
dangers  from  which  I  have  escaped,  the  great 
blessings  I  have  enjoyed. 

I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mrs.  Barnard,  nar- 
rating my  adventures  as  cheerfully  as  I  could, 
though,  truth  to  say,  when  I  thought  of  home 
and  a  little  Someone  there,  a  large  tear  or  two 
blotted  my  paper  ;  but  I  had  reason  to  be  grate- 
ful for  the  kindness  I  had  received,  and  was  not 
a  little  elated  at  being  actually  a  gentleman, 
and  in  a  fair  way  to  be  an  officer  in  his  Majes- 
ty's navy.  My  uniforms  were  ready  in  a  very 
short  time.  Twenty-four  hours  after  they  were 
ordered  Mr.  Levy  brought  them  to  our  inn,  and 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  putting  them  on ;  and 
walked  on  tlie  Parade,  with  my  hat  cocked,  my 
hanger  by  my  side,  and  mother  on  my  arm. 
Though  I  was  perfectly  well  pleased  with  my- 
self, I  think  she  was  the  ])rouder  of  the  two. 
To  one  or  two  tradesmen  and  their  wives,  whom 
she  knew,  she  gave  a  most  dignified  nod  of  rec- 
ognition this  day,  but  passed  on  without  speak- 
ing, as  if  she  would  have  them  understand  that 
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they  ought  to  keep  their  distance  when  she  was 
in  such  fine  company.  "  Always  respect  your- 
self, my  son,"  she  said.  "When  I  am  in  the 
shop  I  am  in  the  shop,  and  my  customers'  very 
humble  servant;  but  when  I  am  walkinj;  on 
Deal  Parade  with  thee  I  am  walking  wiHi  a 
young  gentleman  in  his  Majesty's  navy.  And 
Heaven  has  blessed  us  of  late,'  my  child,  and 
thou  shall  have  the  means  of  making  as  good  a 
figure  as  any  young  officer  in  tbo  service." 
As  I  was  struttiu'^'  on  the  Mall,  on  the  second 


day  of  my  visit  to  Deal,  what  should  I  see  but 
my  dear  Doctor  Barnard's  well-known  post- 
chaise  nearing  us  from  the  Dover  Koad?  The 
doctor  and  his  wife  looked  with  a  smiling  sur- 
prise at  my  altered  appearance ;  and  as  they 
stepped  out  of  their  chaise  at  the  inn  the  good 
lady  fairly  put  her  arms  round  mc  and  gave  me 
a  kiss.  Mother,  from  her  room,  saw  the  em- 
brace, I  suppose.  "  Thou  hast  found  good 
friends  there,  Denis,  my  son,"  slie  said,  with 
sadness  in  her  deep  voice.      "  'Tis  well.     They 
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can  befriend  thee  better  than  I  can.     Now  thou 
art  well,  I  may  depart  in  peace.     When  thou 
art  ill  the  old  mother  will  come  to  thee,  and 
will  bless  thee  always,  my  son."     She  insisted 
upon  setting  out  on  her  return  homeward  that 
afternoon.      She   had  friends  at  Hythe,  Folk- 
stone,  and  Dover  (as  I  knew  well),  and  would 
put  up  with  one  or  other  of  them.      She  had 
before   packed   my  new  chest   with  wonderful 
neatness.     Whatever  her  feelings  might  be  at 
our  parting,  she  showed  no  signs  of  tears  or 
sorrow,  but  mounted  her  little  chaise  in  the  inn 
yard,  and,  without  looking  back,  drove  away  on 
her  solitary  journey.     The  landlord  of  the  An- 
chor and  his  wife  bade  her  farewell  very  cor- 
dially and  respectfully.     They  asked  me,  would 
I  not  step  into  the  bar  and  take  a  glass  of  wine 
or  spirits  ?     I  have  said  that  I  never  drank  ei- 
ther ;  and  suspect  that  my  mother  furnished  my 
host  with  some  of  these  stores  out  of  those  fish- 
ing-boats of  which  she  was  owner.      "  If  I  had 
an   only  son,  and  such   a  good-looking  one," 
Mrs.  Boniface  was  pleased  to  say  (can  I,  after 
such  a  fine  compliment,  be  so  ungrateful  as  to 
forget  her  name?) — "  If  I  had  an  only  son,  and 
could  leave  him  as  well  off  as  Mrs.  Duval  can 
leave  you,  /  wouldn't  send  him  to  sea  in  war- 
time, that  I  wouldn't."    *' And  though  you  don't 
drink  any  wine,  some  of  your  friends  on  board 
may,"  my  landlord  added,  -'and  they  are  al- 
ways welcome  at  the  Blue  Anciior."     This  was 
not  the  first  time  I  had  heard  that  my  mother 
was  rich.      "If  she  be  so,"  I  said  to  my  host, 
"indeed  it  is  more  than  I  know."     On  which 
he  and  his  wife  both   commended  me  for  my 
caution,  adding,  with  a  knowing  smile,  "We 
know  more  than  we   tell,  Mr.  Duval.      Have 
you  ever  heard  of  Mr.  Weston  ?     Have  you  ever 
heard  of  Monsieur  de  la  Motto  ?     We  know 
where  Boulogne  is,  and  Ost — "     "  Hush,  wife," 
here  breaks  in  my  landlord.      "If  the  captain 
don't  wish  to  talk,  why  should  he?     There  is 
tlie  bell  ringing  from  the  Benbow  and  your  din- 
ner going  up  to  the  doctor,  Mr.  Duval."     It 
was  indeed  as  he  said,  and  I  sate  down  in  the 
company  of  my  good  friends,  bringing  a  fine 
appetite  to  their  table. 

The  doctor,  on  his  arrival,  had  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  his  friend.  Captain  Pearson,  and  while 
we  were  at  our  meal  the  captain  arrived  in  his 
own  boat  from  the  ship,  and  insisted  that  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Barnard  should  take  their  dessert  in 
his  cabin  on  board.  This  procured  Mr.  Denis 
Duval  the  honor  of  an  invitation,  and  I  and  my 
new  sea-chest  were  accommodated  in  the  boat 
and  taken  to  tho  frigate.  My  box  was  con- 
signed to  the  gunner's  cabin,  where  my  ham- 
mock was  now  slung.  After  sitting  a  short 
time  at  Mr.  Pearson's  table  a  brother-midship- 
man gave  me  a  hint  to  withdraw,  and  I  made 
the  acquaintance  of  my  comrades,  of  whom  there 
were  about  a  dozen  on  board  the  >Sej-aj>is.  Though 
only  a  volunteer,  I  was  taller  and  older  than 
many  of  the  midshipmen.  They  knew  who  I 
was,  of  course — the  son  of  a  shop-keeper  at  Win- 
chelsca.     Then  and  afterward  I  had  mv  share 


of  rough  jokes,  you  may  be  sure ;  but  I  took 
them  with  good-humor;  and  I  had  to  fight  my 
way  as  I  had  learned  to  do  at  school  before. 
There  is  no  need  to  put  down  here  the  number 
of  black  eyes  and  bloody  noses  which  I  received 
and  delivered.  I  am  sure  I  bore  but  little  mal- 
ice, and,  thank  Heaven,  never  wronged  a  man 
so  much  as  to  be  obliged  to  hate  him  afterward. 
Certain  men  there  were  who  hated  vie  ;  but  they 
are  gone  and  I  am  here,  with  a  pretty  clear  con- 
science. Heaven  be  praised,  and  little  the  worse 
for  their  enmity. 

The  first  lieutenant  of  our  ship,  Mr.  Page, 
was  related  to  Mrs.  Barnard,  and  this  kind  lady 
gave  him  such  a  character  of  her  very  grateful, 
humble  servant,  and  narrated  my  adventures  to 
him  so  pathetically,  that  Mr.  Page  took  me  into 
his  special  favor,  and  interested  some  of  my 
mess-mates  in  my  behalf.  The  story  of  the  high- 
wayman caused  endless  talk  and  jokes  agifinst 
me  which  I  took  in  good  part,  and  established 
my  footing  among  my  mess-mates  by  adopting 
the  plan  I  had  followed  at  school,  and  taking  an 
early  opportunity  to  fight  a  well-known  bruiser 
among  qxw  company  of  midshipmen.  You  must 
know  they  called  me  "Soapsuds,"  "Powder- 
puff,"  and  like  names,  in  consequence  of  my 
grandfather's  known  trade  of  hair-dresser ;  and 
one  of  my  comrades  bantering  me  one  day, 
cried,  '*  I  say.  Soapsuds,  where  was  it  you  hit 
the  highwayman  ?"  "  There,"  said  I,  and  gave 
him  a  clean  left-handed  blow  on  his  nose,  which 
must  have  caused  him  to  see  a  hundred  blue 
lights.  I  know  about  five  minutes  afterward 
he  gave  me  just  such  another  blow ;  and  we 
fought  it  out  and  were  good  friends  ever  after. 
What  is  this  ?  Did  I  not  vow  as  I  was  writing 
the  last  page  yesterday  that  I  would  not  say  a 
word  about  my  ])rowess  at  fisticuffs  ?  You  see 
we  are  ever  making  promises  to  be  good,  and 
forgetting  them.  I  supjwse  other  people  can 
say  as  much. 

Bef(;re  leaving  the  ship  ray  kind  friends  once 
more  desired  to  see  me,  and  Mrs.  Barnard,  put- 
ting a  finger  to  her  lip,  took  out  from  her  pocket 
a  little  packet,  which  she  placed  in  my  hand. 
I  thought  she  was  giving  me  money,  and  felt 
somehow  disappointed  at  being  so  treated  by 
her.  But  when  she  was  gone  to  shore  I  opened 
the  parcel,  and  found  a  locket  there,  and  a  little 
curl  of  glossy  black  hair.  Can  you  guess  whose  ? 
Along  with  the  locket  was  a  letter  in  French,  in 
a  large  girlish  hand,  in  which  the  writer  said, 
that  night  and  day  she  prayed  for  her  dear  Denis. 
And  where,  think  you,  the  locket  is  now?  where 
it  has  been  for  forty-two  years,  and  where  it  will 
remain  when  a  faithful  heart  that  beats  under  it 
hath  ceased  to  throl). 

At  gun-fire  our  friends  took  leave  of  the  frigatf , 
little  knowing  the  fate  that  was  in  store  for  many 
on  board  her.  In  three  weeks  from  that  day 
what  a  change  !  The  glorious  misfortune  which 
befell  us  is  written  in  tiie  annals  of  our  country. 

On  the  very  evening  while  Captain  Pearson 
was  entertaining  his  friends  from  Winchclsea, 
he  rccciYed  orders  to  sail  for  Hull,  and  place 
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himself  under  tlie  command  of  the  admiral  there. 
From  the  Humber  we  presently  were  dispatched 
northward  to  Scarborough.  There  had  been 
not  a  little  excitement  along  the  whole  northern 
coast  for  some  time  past,  in  consequence  of  the 
appearance  of  some  American  privateers,  who 
had  ransacked  a  Scottish  nobleman's  castle,  and 
levied  contributions  from  a  Cumberland  sea-port 
town.  As  we  were  close  in  with  Scarborough  a 
boat  came  off"  with  letters  from  the  magistrates 
of  that  place,  announcing  that  this  squadron  Imd 
actually  been  seen  oft'  the  coast.  Tlie  commo- 
dore of  this  wandering  piratical  expedition  was 
known  to  be  a  rebel  Scotchman  :  who  fought 
with  a  rope  round  his  neck  to  be  sure.  No 
doubt  many  of  us  youngsters  vapored  about  the 
courage  with  which  we  would  engage  him,  and 
made  certain,  if  we  could  only  meet  with  him, 
of  seeing  him  hang  from  his  own  yard-arm.  It 
was  JJlis  aliter  visum,  as  we  used  to  say  at  Po- 
cock's ;  and  it  was  we  threw  denceace  too.  Trait- 
or, if  you  will,  was  Monsieur  Jolm  Paul  Jones, 
afterward  knight  of  his  Most  Christian  IMajesty's 
Order  of  Merit ;  but  a  braver  traitor  never  wore 
sword. 


We  had  been  sent  for  in  order  to  protect  a 
fleet  of  merchantmen  that  were  bound  to  the 
Baltic,  and  were  to  sail  under  the  convoy  of  our 
ship  and  the  Countess  of  Scarborough,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Piercy.  And  thus  it  came  about 
that  after  being  twenty-five  days  in  his  Majes- 
ty's service,  I  had  the  fortune  to  be  present  at 
one  of  the  most  severe  and  desperate  combats 
that  has  been  fought  in  our  or  any  time. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  tell  that  story  of  the 
battle  of  the  23d  September,  which  ended  in  our 
glorious  captain  striking  his  own  colors  to  our 
superior  and  irresistible  enemy.  Sir  Richard 
has  told  the  story  of  his  disaster  in  words  nobler 
than  any  I  could  supply,  who,  though  indeed 
engaged  in  that  fearful  action  in  which  our  flag 
went  down  before  a  renegade  Briton  and  his 
motley  crew,  saw  but  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  battle  which  ended  so  fatally  for  us.  It  did 
not  commence  till  nightfall.  How  well  I  re- 
member the  sound  of  the  enemy's  gun  of  which 
the  shot  crashed  into  our  side  in  reply  to  the 
challenge  of  our  captain  who  hailed  her  !  Then 
came  a  broadside  from  us — the  first  I  had  ever 
heard  in  battle 


NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  reader  has  now  read  the  last  line  written 
by  William  Makepeace  Thackeray.  The  story 
breaks  oft'  as  his  life  ended — full  of  vigor,  and 
blooming  with  new  promise  like  the  apple-trees 
in  this  month  of  May.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween the  work  and  the  life  is  this,  that  the  last 
chapters  of  the  one  have  their  little  pathetical 
gaps  and  breaks  of  unfinished  effort,  the  last 
chapters  of  the  other  were  fulfilled  and  com- 
plete. But  the  life  may  be  let  alone  ;  while  as 
for  the  gaps  and  breaks  in  his  last  pages  nothing 
that  we  can  write  is  likely  to  add  to  their  sig- 
nificance. There  they  are ;  and  the  reader's 
mind  has  already  fallen  into  them,  with  sensa- 
tions not  to  be  improved  by  the  ordinary  com- 
mentator. If  !Mr.  Thackeray  himself  could  do 
it,  that  would  be  another  thing.  Preacher  he 
called  himself  in  some  of  the  Roundabout  dis- 
courses, in  which  his  softer  s])irit  is  always  to 
be  heard,  but  he  never  had  a  text  after  his  own 
mind  so  much  as  these  last  broken  clia])ters 
would  give  him  now.  There  is  the  date  of  a 
certain  Friday  to  be  filled  in,  and  Time  is  no 
more.  Is  it  very  presumptuous  to  imagine  the 
Roundabout  that  Mr.  Thackeray  would  write 
upon  this  unfinished  work  of  his  if  he  could  come 
back  to  do  it  ?  We  do  not  think  it  is,  or  very 
difficult  eitlier.  What  Carlyle  calls  the  divine 
gift  of  speech  was  so  largely  his,  especially  in  his 
maturer  years,  that  he  made  clear  in  what  he 
did  Siiy  pretty  much  what  he  ironld  say  about 
any  thing  that  engaged  his  thought;  and  we 
have  only  to  imagine  a  discourse  "  On  tlie  Two 
Women  at  the  Mill"*  to  read  off'  upon  our  minds 
the  sense  of  what  Mr.  Thackeray  alone  could 
have  found  language  for. 

*  "•  Two  women  shsill  bo  griQclirig  at  the  mill,  ono  shall 
be  taken  and  the  other  left." 


Vain  are  these  speculations — or  are  they  vain  ? 
Not  if  we  try  to  think  what  he  would  think  of 
his  broken  labors,  considering  that  one  of  these 
days  our  labors  must  be  broken  too.  Still,  there 
is  not  much  to  be  said  about  it;  and  we  pass  on 
to  the  real  business  in  hand,  which  is  to  show  as 
well  as  we  may  what  "Denis  Duval"  would  have 
])ecn  had  its  author  lived  to  complete  his  work. 
Fragmentary  as  it  is,  the  story  must  always  be 
of  considerable  importance,  because  it  will  stand 
as  a  warning  to  imperfect  critics  never  to  be  in 
haste  to  cry  of  any  intellect,  "His  vein  is  work- 
ed out :  there  is  nothing  left  in  him  but  the 
echoes  of  emptiness."  The  decriers  were  never 
of  any  importance,  yet  there  is  more  than  satis- 
faction, there  is  something  like  triumph  in  the 
mind  of  every  honest  man  of  letters  when  he 
sees,  and  knows  every  body  must  see,  how  a 
genius  which  was  sometimes  said  to  have  been 
guilty  of  passing  behind  a  cloud  toward  the 
evening  of  his  day  came  out  to  shine  with  new 
splendor  before  the  day  was  done.  "Denis 
Duval"  is  unfinished,  but  it  ends  titot  question. 
The  fiery  genius  that  blazed  over  the  city  in 
"Vanity  Fair,"  and  passed  on  to  a  ripe  after- 
noon in  "  Esmond,"  is  not  a  whit  less  great ;  it 
is  only  broader,  more  soft,  more  mellow  and 
kindlv,  as  it  sinks  too  suddenlv  in  "Denis  Du- 
val."' 

This  is  said  to  introduce  the  settlement  of 
another  too  hasty  notion,  which  we  believe  to 
have  been  pretty  generally  accepted :  namely, 
that  Mr,  Thackeray  took  little  pains  in  the  con- 
struction of  his  works.  The  truth  is,  that  he 
very  industriously  did  take  pains.  We  find  that 
out  when  we  inquire,  for  the  benefit  of  the  read- 
ers of  his  Magazine,  whether  there  is  any  thing 
to  tell  of  his  designs  for  "Denis  Duval."     The 
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answer  comes  in  the  form  of  many  most  careful 
notes,  and  memoranda  of  inquiry  into  minute 
matters  of  detail  to  make  the  story  true.  How 
many  young  novelists  are  there  who  haven^t 
much  genius  to  fall  back  upon,  who  yet,  if  they 
desired  to  set  their  hero  down  in  Winchelsea  a 
hundred  years  ago,  for  instance,  would  take  the 
trouble  to  learn  how  the  town  was  built,  and 
what  gate  led  to  Rye  (if  the  hero  happened  to 
have  any  dealings  with  that  place),  and  who 
were  its  local  magnates,  and  how  it  was  gov- 
erned ?  And  yet  this  is  what  Mr.  Thackeray 
did,  though  his  investigation  added  not  twenty 
lines  to  the  story  and  no  "interest"  Avhatcver: 
it  was  simply  so  much  conscientious  effort  to 
keep  as  near  truth  in  feigning  as  he  could.  That 
Winchelsea  had  three  gates,  "Newgate  on  S.W., 
Landgate  on  N.E.,  Strandgate  {leading  to  Rjje) 
on  S.E.  ;"  that  "  the  government  was  vested  in 
a  mayor  and  twelve  jurats,  jointly;"  that  "it 
sends  canopy  bearers  on  occasion  of  a  corona- 
tion," etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  all  is  duly  entered  in  a 
note-book  with  reference  to  authorities.  And 
so  about  the  refugees  at  Rye,  and  the  French 
reformed  church  there;  nothing  is  written  that 
history  can  not  vouch  for.  The  neat  and  order- 
ly way  in  which  the  notes  are  set  down  is  also 
remarkable.     Each  has  its  heading,  as  thus  : 

Refxhgcfi  at   Rye At  Eye   is   a  small  settlement  of 

French  refugees,  wlio  are  for  the  most  part  fishermen,  and 
have  a  minister  of  their  own. 

French  Reformed  Church. — Wherever  there  is  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  faithful  there  is  a  churcli.  The  pastor  is 
a.cImitteJ  to  his  office  by  the  provincial  synod,  or  the  col- 
loquy, provided  it  be  composed  of  seven  pastors  at  least. 
Pastors  are  seconded  in  their  duties  by  laymen,  •vvho  take 
the  title  of  Ancients,  Elders,  and  Deacons-precentor.  Tlie 
union  of  Pastors,  Deacons,  and  Elders  forms  a  consistory. 

Of  course  there  is  no  considerable  merit  in 
care  like  this,  but  it  is  a  merit  which  the  author 
of  "Denis  Duval"  is  not  popularly  credited  with, 
and  therefore  it  may  as  well  be  set  down  to  him. 
Besides,  it  may  serve  as  an  example  to  fledgling 
geniuses  of  what  he  thought  necessary  to  the  per- 
fection of  his  work. 

But  the  chief  interest  of  these  notes  and 
memoranda  lies  in  the  outlook  they  give  ns 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  story.  It  is  not  desir- 
able to  print  them  all ;  indeed,  to  do  so  would 
be  to  copy  a  long  list  of  mere  references  to  books, 
magazines,  and  journals,  where  such  by-way  bits 
of  illustration  are  to  be  found  as  lit  Mr.  Thack- 
eray's mind  to  so  vivid  an  insight  into  manners 
and  character.  Still,  we  are  anxious  to  give 
the  reader  as  complete  an  idea  of  the  story  as 
we  can. 

Eirst,  here  is  a  characteristic  letter,  in  which 
Mr.  Tliackeray  sketches  his  plot  for  the  informa- 
tion of  hi3  pablisher : 

My  dear  S., — I  was  born  in  the  year  17G4,  at  Winchel- 
sea, where  my  father  was  a  grocer  and  clerk  of  the  churcli. 
Every  body  in  the  pl?.ce  was  a  good  deal  connected  with 
smuggling. 

There  used  to  come  to  our  house  a  very  noble  French 
gentleman,  called  the  Count  de  la  Mottk,  and  with  liim 
a  German,  the  Babon  dr  Lutterloii.  My  father  uned  to 
take  packages  to  Ostend  and  Calais  for  these  two  gentle- 
men, and  perhaps  I  weut  to  Paris  once  and  saw  the  French 
queen. 


The  siiuire  of  our  town  was  Squire  Wkston  of  the 
Priory,  who,  with  his  brother,  kept  one  of  the  genteelest 
hou.-es  in  the  country.  He  was  church-warden  of  our 
church,  and  much  respected.  Yes,  but  if  you  read  the 
Annual  Register  of  ITSl  you  will  find  that,  on  the  13th 
July,  the  sheriffs  attended  at  the  Tower  of  London  to 
receive  custody  of  a  De  la  Motte,  a  prisoner  charged  with 
high  treason.  ,  The  fact  is,  this  Alsatian  nobleman  being 
in  difficulties  in  his  own  country  (where  he  had  command- 
ed the  Regiment  Soubise),  came  to  London,  and  under  pre- 
tense of  sending  prints  to  France  andOstcnd,  supplied  the 
French  ^Minister-  witli  accounts  of  the  movements  of  the 
English  fleets  and  troops.  His  gc-between  was  Liitterloh, 
a  Bruuswicker,  who  had  been  a  crimping  agent,  then  a 
servant,  who  was  a  spy  of  France  and  Mr.  Franklin,  and 
who  turned  king's  evidence  on  La  Motte,  and  hanged  him. 

This  Liitterloh,  who  had  been  a  crimping  agent  for 
German  troops  during  the  American,  then  a  servant  in 
London  during  the  Gordon  riots,  then  an  agent  for  a  spy, 
then  a  spy  over  a  spy,  I  suspect  to  have  bt-en  a  consum- 
mate scoundrel,  and  doubly  odious  from  speaking  English 
with  a  German  accent. 

What  if  he  wanted  to  marry  that  charming  girt,  who 
lived  with  Mr.  Weston,  at  Winchelsea?  Ha!  I  see  a 
mysteiy  here. 

What  if  this  scoundrel,  going  to  receive  his  pay  from  the 
English  admiral,  with  whom  he  was  in  communication  at 
Portsmouth,  happened  to  go  on  board  the  Royal  George 
the  day  she  went  down. 

As  for  John  and  Joseph  Weston,  of  the  Priory,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  they  Avere  rascals  too.  They  were  tried  for 
robbing  the  Bristol  mail  in  17S0;  and  being  acquitted  for 
want  of  evidence,  were  tried  immediately  after  on  another 
indictment  for  forgery — Joseph  was  acquitted,  but  George 
capitally  convicted.  But  this  did  not  help  poor  Joseph. 
Before  their  trials,  they  and  some  others  broke  out  of  New- 
gate, and  Joseph  fired  at  and  wounded  a  porter,  who  ti-ied 
to  stop  him,  on  Snow  Ilill.  For  this  he  was  tried  and 
found  guilty  on  the  Black  Act,  and  hung  along  with  his 
brother. 

Now,  if  I  was  an  innocent  participator  in  De  la  Motte's 
treasons,  and  the  Wcstons'  forgeries  and  robberies,  what 
pretty  scrapes  I  must  have  been  in  ? 

I  married  the  young  woman  whom  the  brutal  Liitterloh 
would  have  had  for  himself,  and  lived  happy  ever  after. 

Here,  it  will  be  seen,  the  general  idea  is  very 
roughly  sketched,  and  the  sketch  was  not  in  all 
its  parts  carried  out.  Another  letter,  never  sent 
to  its  destination,  gives  a  somewhat  later  account 
of  Denis : 

My  grandfather's  name  was  Duval,  he  was  a  barber  and 
peiTuquier  by  trade,  and  elder  of  the  French  Protestant 
Church  at  Winchelsea.  I  was  sent  to  board  with  his  co-- 
respondent, a  Methodist  grocer,  at  Rye. 

The?e  two  kept  a  fishing-boat,  but  the  fisli  they  caught 
was  many  and  many  a  barrel  of  Nantz  brandy,  which  we 
landed — never  mind  where — at  a  place  to  us  well  known. 
In  the  innocence  of  my  heart,  I — a  child — got  leave  to  go 
out  fishing.  We  used  to  go  out  at  night  and  meet  ships 
from  the  French  coast. 

I  learned  to  scuttle  a  marlinspike, 
reef  a  lee  scupper, 
keelhaul  a  bowsprit 

as  well  as  the  best  of  them.  How  well  I  remember  the 
jabbering  of  the  Frenchmen  the  first  night  as  they  handed 
the  kegs  over  to  us  I  One  uiglit  we  were  fired  into  by  his 
Majesty's  revenue-cutter  Lynx,  I  asked  what  those  balls 
were  fizzing  in  tiie  water,  etc. 

I  wouldn't  go  on  with  the  smuggling;  being  converted 
by  Mr.  Wesley,  who  came  to  preach  to  us  at  Kye — but 
that  is  neither  here  nor  there 

In  these  letters  neither  "  my  mother"  nor  the 
Count  de  Savcrnc  and  his  unhappy  wife  appear ; 
while  Agnes  exists  only  as  "  that  charming  girl." 
Count  de  le  Motte,  the  Baron  de  Liitterloh,  and 
the  Wcstons,  seem  to  have  figured  foremost  in 
the  author's  mind  :  they  arc  historical  charac- 
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ters.  In  the  first  letter  we  are  referred  to  the 
Annual  Register  for  the  story  of  De  la  Motte  and 
Liitterloh  ;  and  this  is  what  we  read  there : 

Januanj  4,  1781. — A  gentleman  was  taken  into  custody 
for  treasonable  practices,  named  Henry  Francis  de  la  Motte, 
which  he  bore  with  the  title  of  baron  annexed  to  it.  He 
has  resided  in  Bond  Street,  at  a  Mr.  Otlcy's,  a  woolen- 
draper,  for  some  time. 

When  ho  was  going  up  stairs  at  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  in  Cleveland  Row,  he  dropped  several  papers  on  the 
staircase,  which  were  immediately  discovered  by  the  mes- 
senger, and  carried  in  with  him  to  Lord  Hillsborough. 
After  his  examination  he  was  committed  a  close  prisoner, 
for  high  treason,  to  the  Tower.  The  papers  taken  from 
him  are  reported  to  be  of  the  highest  importance.  Among 
them  are  particular  lists  of  every  ship  of  force  in  any  of 
our  yards  and  docks,  etc.,  etc. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  papers  being  found,  Heniy 
Liitterloh,  Es(i,,  of  Wickham,  near  Portsmouth,  was  after- 
ward apprehended  and  brought  to  town.  The  messengers 
found  Mr.  Lutterloh  ready  booted  to  go  a-hunting,  "When 
he  understood  their  business  he  did  not  discover  the  least 
embarrassment,  but  delivered  his  keys  with  the  utmost 

readiness Mr.  Lutterloh  is  a  German,  and  had  lately 

taken  a  house  at  Wickham,  within  a  few  miles  of  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  as  he  kept  a  pack  of  hounds,  and  was  con- 
sidered as  a  good  companion,  he  was  well  received  by  the 
gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood. 

Jidl)  14,  ITSl. — Mr.  Liitterloh's  testimony  was  of  so  se- 
rious a  nature  that  tlie  court  seemed  in  a  state  of  astonish- 
ment during  the  whole  of  his  long  examination.  He  said 
that  he  embarked  in  a  plot  Avith  the  prisoner  in  the  year 
1T78,  to  furnish  the  French  court  with  secret  intelligence 
of  the  Navy;  for  which,  at  first,  he  received  only  eight 
guineas  a  month ;  the  importance  of  his  information  ap- 
peared, hovrever,  so  clear  to  the  prisoner,  that  he  shortly 
after  allowed  him  fifty  guineas  a  month,  besides  many  valu- 
able gifts ;  that,  upon  any  emergency,  he  came  post  to  town 
to  M.  de  la  ilottc,  but  common  occurrences,  relative  to 
their  treaty,  he  sent  by  the  post.  He  identified  the  papers 
found  in  his  garden,  and  the  seals,  he  said,  were  JL  de  la 
Motte's,  and  well  known  in  France.  He  had  been  to  Paris 
by  direction  of  the  prisoner,  and  was  closeted  with  Jlon- 
fiieur  Sartine,  the  French  Minister.  He  had  foiTned  a  plan 
for  capturing  Governor  Johnstone's  scpiadron,  for  which  he 
demanded  8000  guineas,  and  a  third  share  cf  the  ships,  to 
he  divided  among  the  prisoner,  himself,  and  his  friend  in  a 
certaiu  office,  but  the  French  court  Avould  not  agree  to 
yielding  more  than  an  eighth  share  of  the  squadron.  Aft- 
er agreeing  to  enable  the  French  to  take  the  commodore, 
lie  went  to  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  and  offered  a  plan  to  take 
the  French,  and  to  defeat  his  original  project  with  Miiich 
he  had  furnished  the  French  court. 

The  trial  lasted  for  thirteen  hours,  when  the  jury,  after 
a  short  delibei'ation,  pronounced  the  prisoner  guilty,  Avhen 
sentence  was  immediately  i^assed  upon  him;  the  prisoner 
received  the  awful  doom  (he  was  condemned,  to  be  hanged, 
drawn,  and  quartered)  with  great  composure,  but  inveigh- 
ed against  Mr.  Liitterloh  in  warm  terms His  behavior 

throughout  the  whole  of  this  trying  scene  exhibited  a  com- 
bination of  manliness,  steadiness,  and  presence  of  mind. 
He  appeared,  at  the  same  time,  polite,  condescending, 
and  unaffected,  and,  we  presume,  could  never  have  stood 
80  firm  and  collected  at  so  awful  v.  moment  if,  when  he 
felt  himself  fully  convicted  as  a  traitor  to  the  State  which 
gave  him  protection,  he  had  not,  however  mistakenly,  felt 
a  conscious  innocence  within  his  own  breast  that  he  had 
devoted  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  country 

M.  de  la  Motte  was  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height, 
fifty  years  of  age,  and  of  a  comely  countenance ;  his  de- 
portment was  exceedingly  genteel,  and  his  eye  Avas  ex- 
pressive of  strong  penetration.  He  wore  a  white  cloth 
coat  and  a  linen  waistcoat  worked  in  tambour. — Annual 
Register^  vol.  xxiv.,  p.  184, 

It  is  not  improbable  that  from  this  narrative 
of  ft  trial  for  high  treason  in  1781  the  whole 
story  radiated.  These  are  the  very  men  whom 
we  have  seen  in  Thackeray's  pages ;  and  it  is  a 
fine  test  of  his  insight  and  power  to  compare 


them  as  they  lie  embalmed  in  the  Annual  Regis- 
ter, and  as  they  breathe  again  in  "Denis  Du- 
val." The  part  they  were  to  have  played  in  the 
story  is  already  intelligible,  all  bnt  the  way  in 
which  they  were  to  have  confused  the  lives  of 
Denis  and  his  love.  "At  least,  Duval,"  De  la 
Motte  said  to  me  when  I  shook  hands  Avith  him 
and  with  all  my  heart  forgave  him,  "mad  and 
reckless  as  I  have  been  and  fatal  to  all  Avhom  I 
loved,  I  have  never  allowed  the  child  to  v>ant, 
and  have  supported  her  in  comfort  when  I  my- 
self was  almost  Avithout  a  meal."  Wiiat  was 
the  injury  which  Denis  forgave  with  all  his 
heart  ?  Fatal  to  all  Avhom  he  loved,  there  are 
evidences  that  De  la  Motte  was  to  have  urged 
Liitterloh's  pretensions  to  Agnes :  Avhose  story 
at  this  period  we  find  inscribed  in  the  note-book 
in  one  word  —  "  Henriette,  Iphigenia."  For 
Agnes  was  christened  Henriette  originally,  and 
Denis  Avas  called  Blaise.* 

As  for  INI,  Liitterloh,  "that  consummate  scoun- 
drel, and  doubly  odious  from  speaking  English 
with  a  German  accent,"  having  hanged  De  la 
Motte,  Avhile  confessing  that  he  had  made  a  sol- 
emn engagement  with  him  never  to  betray  each 
other,  and  had  then  immediately  laid  a  Avager 
that  De  la  Motte  icovld  be  hanged,  having  bro- 
ken open  a  secretaire,  and  distinguished  himself 
in  various  other  Avays,  he  seems  to  have  gone  to 
Winchelsea,  where  it  was  easy  for  him  to  threat- 
en or  cajole  the  "Westons  into  trying  to  force 
Agnes  into  his  arms.  She  Avas  living  Avith  these 
people,  and  we  knoAv  how  they  discountenanced 
her  faithful  affection  for  Denis.  Overwrought 
by  the  im])ortunities  of  Liitterloh  and  the  Wes- 
tons, she  escaped  to  Dr.  Barnard  for  protection  ; 
and  soon  unexpected  help  arrived.  The  De 
Viomesnils,  her  mother's  relations,  became  sud- 
denly convinced  of  the  innocence  of  the  count- 
ess. Perhaps  (and  Avhen  Ave  say  peril aps  we  re- 
peat such  hints  of  his  plans  as  Mr.  Thackeray 
uttered  in  conversation  at  his  fireside)  they  knew 
of  certain  heritages  to  Avhich  Agnes  Avould  be 
entitled  Avere  her  mother  absolved  :  at  any  rate, 
they  had  reasons  of  their  own  for  claiming  her 
at  this  opportune  moment — as  they  did.  Agnes 
takes  Dr.  Barnard's  advice,  and  goes  off  to  these 
prosperous  relations,  Avho,  having  neglected  her 
so  long,  desire  her  so  much.  Pcrhaj)s  Denis 
Avas  thinking  of  the  sad  hour  when  he  came 
home,  long  years  afterAvard,  to  find  his  sweet- 
heart gone,  Avhen  he  wrote:  "Oh,  Agnes,  Ag- 
nes !  hoAv  the  years  roll  aAvay !  What  strange 
events  have  befallen  us;  Avhat  passionate  griefs 
have  we  had  to  suiter :  what  a  merciful  Heaven 
has  protected  us,  since  that  day  when  your  fa- 


*  Among  the  notes  there  is  a  little  chronological  table 
of  CA'ents  as  tliey  occuir 

Blaise,  born,  17()3. 

Henriette  de  Barr  Avas  born  in  17GG-7. 

Her  father  Avent  to  Corsica,  'G8. 

IVIother  fied,  '08. 

Father  killed  at  B. ,  'GD.  • 

Mother  died,  '70. 

Blaise  turned  out,  '70. 

Henriette  \(}>f^evia,  '81. 

La  iSIotte's  catastrophe,  '82. 

Rodney's  action,  'Si. 
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tlier  knelt  over  the  little  cot  in  which  his  child 
lay  sleeping  I" 

At  the  time  she  goes  home  to  France  Denis 
is  far  away,  fighting  on  board  the  Arcthusa,  un- 
der his  old  captain,  Sir  Richard  Pearson,  who 
commanded  the  Serapis  in  the  action  with  Paul 
Jones.  Denis  was  wounded  early  in  this  fight, 
in  which  Pearson  had  to  strike  his  own  colors, 
almost  every  man  on  board  being  killed  or  hurt. 
Of  Pearson's  career,  which  Denis  must  have  fol- 
lowed in  after-days,  there  is  more  than  one  mem- 
orandum in  Mr.  Thackeray's  note-book. 

SerapiSi  R.  Pearson.     Beatsnn's  Memoirs. 

Gentlcynmi's  Mncjazine.,  49,  p.  4S4.  Account  of  action 
with  Paul  Joue3, 177'.). 

Gentleman's  Magazine.,  502,  p.  84.  Pearson  knighted, 
ITSO. 

CommanJed  the  .1  re.' /msa  off  Ushant,)  "Field  of  Mars'," 
17S1,  in  Kempenfeldt'3  action.  )  art.  Ushant. 

and  then  follows  the  question  : 

Q?j.  How  did  Pearson  get  away  from  Paul  Jones  ? 

But  before  that  is  answered  we  will  quote  "the 
story  of  the  disaster"  as  Sir  Richard  tells  it,  "  in 
words  nobler  than  any  I  could  supply  :"  and,  in- 
deed, Mr.  Thackeray  seems  to  have  thought  much 
of  the  letter  to  the  Admiralty  Office,  and  to  have 
found  Pearson's  character  in  it. 

After  some  preliminary  fighting: 

We  dropped  alongside  of  each  other,  head  and  stern, 
when,  the  fluke  of  our  spare  anchor  hooking  his  quarter, 
we  became  so  close,  fore  and  aft,  that  the  muzzles  of  our 
guns  touched  each  other' .s  sides.  In  this  position  we  en- 
gaged from  half  past  eight  till  half  past  ten  ;  during  which 
time,  from  the  great  quantity  and  variety  of  combustible 
matter  whicli  tliey  threw  in  upon  our  decks,  chains,  and, 
in  short,  every  part  of  the  ship,  we  were  on  fire  no  less 
than  ten  or  twelve  times  in  different  parts  of  tlie  ship,  and 
it  was  witli  the  greatest  difficulty  and  exertion  imaginable 
at  times  that  we  were  able  to  get  it  extinguished.  At  the 
same  time  the  largest  of  the  two  frigates  kept  sailing  round 
us  the  whole  action  and  raking  us  fore  and  aft,  by  which 
means  she  killed  or  wounded  almost  every  man  on  the 
quarter  and  main  decks. 

About  half  past  nine  a  cartridge  of  powder  was  set  on 
fire,  whicli,  running  from  cartridge  to  cartridge  all  the 
way  aft,  blew  up  tiie  whole  of  the  people  and  officers  tliat 
were  quartered  abaft  tKe  mainmast.  ...  At  ten  o'clock 
tliey  called  for  quarter  from  tlie  ship  alongside;  hearing 
tliis,  I  called  for  the  boarders  and  ordered  them  to  board 
her,  which  they  did;  but  the  moment  tliey  were  on  board 
her  they  discovered  a  superior  number  lying  luider  cover 
with  pikes  in  their  hands  ready  to  receive  them  ;  our  peo- 
ple retreated  instantly  into  our  own  ship,  and  returned  to 
their  guns  till  past  ten,  when  the  frigate  coming  across 
our  stern  and  pouring  her  broadside  into  us  again,  with- 
out our  being  able  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  on  her,  I  found 
it  in  vain,  and,  in  short,  impracticable,  from  the  situation 
we  were  in,  to  stand  out  any  longer  with  the  least  prospect 
ofsucces-".  I  therefore  struck.  Our  mainmast  at  the  same 
time  went  by  the  board.  .  .  . 

I  am  extremely  sorry  for  the  misfortune  that  has  hap- 
pened—that of  losing  I  lis  Majesty's  ship  I  had  the  honor 
to  command  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  flatter  myself  with 
the  hopes  that  their  lordships  will  be  convinced  that  she 
has  not  b(;en  given  away,  but  that  on  the  contrary  every 
exertion  has  been  used  to  defend  her. 

The  Serapis  and  the  Countess  of  Scarhorough^ 
after  drifting  about  in  the  North  Sea,  were 
brought  into  the  Texel  by  Paul  Jones ;  when 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  our  embassador  at  the  Hague, 
memorialized  their  high  mightinesses  the  States- 
General  of  the  Low  Countries,  requesting  that 


these  prizes  might  be  given  up.      Their  high 
mightinesses  refused  to  interfere. 

Of  course  the  fate  of  the  Serupis  was  Denis's 
fate ;  and  the  question  also  is,  how  did  lie  get 
away  from  Paul  Jones?  A  note  written  imme- 
diately after  the  query  suggests  a  hair-breadth 
escape  for  him  after  a  double  imprisonment. 

Some  sailors  are  lately  arrived  from  Amsterdam  on 
board  the  Lcetitia,  Captain  March.  They  were  taken  out 
of  the  hold  of  a  Dutcli  East  Iiidiaman  by  the  captain  of 
the  Kwcjuton  privateei',  who,  having  lost  some  of  his  peo- 
ple, gained  some  information  of  tlieir  fate  from  a  music- 
girl,  and  had  spirit  enough  to  board  the  ship  and  search 
her.  The  poor  wretches  were  all  chained  down  in  the 
hold,  and  but  for  this  would  have  been  carried  to  perpet- 
ual slavery. — Gentley^iuiCs  Magazine,  50,  p.  101. 

Do  we  see  how  truth  and  fiction  was  to  have 
been  married  here  ?  Suppose  that  Denis  Duval, 
escaping  from  one  imprisonment  in  Plolland, 
fell  into  the  snares  of  Dutch  East  Indiamen,  or 
was  kidnapped  with  the  men  of  the  Kingston 
privateer?  Denis  chained  down  in  the  hold, 
thinking  one  moment  of  Agnes  and  the  garden 
wall  which  alone  was  too  much  to  separate  them, 
and  at  the  next  moment  of  how  he  was  now  to 
be  carried  to  perpetual  slavery,  beyond  hope. 
And  then  the  music-girl ;  and  the  cheer  of  the 
Kingston's  men  as  they  burst  into  the  hold  and 
set  the  prisoners  free.  It  is  easy  to  imagine 
what  those  chapters  would  have  been  like. 

At  liberty,  Denis  was  still  kept  at  sea,  where 
he  did  not  rise  to  the  heroic  in  a  day,  but  pro- 
gressed through  all  the  colnmonplace  duties  of  a 
young  seaman's  life,  which  we  find  noted  down 
accordingly : 

He  must  serve  two  years  on  board  before  he  can  be 
rated  midshipman.  Such  volunteers  are  mostly  put  un- 
der the  care  of  the  gunner,  who  caters  for  them ;  and  are 
permitted  to  walk  the  quarter-deck  and  wear  the  uniform 
from  the  beginning.  When  fifteen  and  rated  midship- 
men, they  form  a  mess  with  the  mates.  When  examined 
for  their  commissions  they  are  expected  to  know  eveiy 
tiling  relative  to  navigation  and  seamanship,  are  strictly 
examined  in  the  different  sailings,  working  tides,  days' 
works,  and  double  altitudes — and  are  expected  to  give 
some  account  of  the  different  methods  of  finding  the  lon- 
gitudes by  a  time-keeper  and  the  lunar  observations.  In 
practical  seamanship  tliey  must  show  how  to  conduct  a 
ship  from  one  place  to  another  under  every  disadvantage 
of  wind,  tide,  etc.  After  this  the  candidate  obtains  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  captain,  and  his  commission  when  he  can 
get  it. 

Another  note  describes  a  personage  whose 
acquaintance  we  have  missed  : 

A  seaman  of  the  old  school,  whose  hand  was  more  fa- 
miliar with  the  tar-brush  than  with  Iladlcy's  quadrant, 
who  had  peeped  into  the  mysteries  of  navigation  as  lai(l 
down  ])y  J.  Hamilton  Moore,  and  who  acquired  an  idea 
of  the  rattletraps  and  rigging  of  a  ship  through  the  famou3 
illustrations  which  ado;n  tlic  pages  of  Dai'cy  Lever. 

Denis  was  a  seaman  in  stirring  times.  "The 
year  of  which  we  treat,"  says  the  Animal  Regis- 
tcr  for  1779,  "presented  the  most  awful  appear- 
ance of  public  affairs  which  perhaps  this  coun- 
try had  beheld  for  many  ages;"  and  Duval  had 
part  in  more  than  one  of  the  startling  events 
which  succeeded  each  other  so  rapidly  in  the 
wars  with  France  and  America  and  Spain.  lie 
was  destined  to  come  into  contact  with  Major 
Andre',  whose  fate  excited  extraordinary  sym- 
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pathy  at  the  time :  Washington  is  said  to  have 
shed  tears  when  he  signed  his  death-warrant. 
It  was  on  the  2d  of  October,  1780,  that  this 
young  officer  was  executed.  A  year  later,  and 
Denis  was  to  witness  the  trial  and  execution  of 
one  whom  he  knew  better  and  was  more  deeply 
interested  in,  De  la  Motte.  The  courage  and 
nobleness  with  which  he  met  his  fate  moved  the 
sympathy  of  Duval,  whom  he  had  injured,  as 
well  as  of  most  of  those  who  saw  him  die.  Denis 
has  written  concerning  him  :  "  Except  my  kind 
namesake,  the  captain  and  admiral,  this  was  the 
first  gentleman  I  ever  met  in  intimacy,  a  gentle- 
man with  many  a  stain,  nay,  crime  to  reproach 
him,  but  not  all  lost,  I  hope  and  pray.  I  own 
to  having  a  kindly  feeling  toward  that  fatal 
man." 

Liitterloh's  time  had  not  yet  come ;  but  be- 
sides that  we  find  him  disposed  of  with  the 
Royal  George  in  the  first-quoted  letter,  an  entry 
in  the  note-book  unites  the  fate  of  the  bad  man 
with  that  of  the  good  ship.* 

Meanwhile,  the  memorandum  "  Rodney's  ac- 
tion, 1782,"  indicates  that  Duval  was  to  take 
part  in  our  victory  over  the  French  fleet  com- 
manded by  the  Count  de  Grasse,  who  was  him- 
self captured  with  the  Ville  de  Paris  and  four 
other  ships.  "  De  Grasse  with  his  suite  landed 
on  Southsea  Common,  Portsmouth.  They  M'ere 
conducted  in  carriages  to  the  George,  where  a 
most  sumptuous  dinner  had  been  procured  for 
the  count  and  his  suite,  by  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
Peter  Parker,  who  entertained  him  and  his  offi- 
cers at  his  own  expense."  Here  also  was  some- 
thing for  Denis  to  see ;  and  in  this  same  autumn 
came  on  the  trial  of  the  two  Westons,  when  Denis 
was  to  be  the  means — unconsciously — of  bring- 
ing his  old  enemy,  Joseph  Weston,  to  punish- 
ment.    There  are  two  notes  to  this  effect : 

1782-3.  Jo.  "Weston,  always  savage  against  Blaise,  fires 
on  him  in  Cheapside. 

The  Black  Act  is  9  George  II.,  e.  22.  The  preamble 
says:  Whereas  several  ill-designing  and  disordei-ly  per- 
sons have  associated  themselves  under  the  name  of  Blacks, 
and  entered  into  confederacies  to  suppoi't  and  assist  one 
another  in  stealing  and  destroying  deer,  robbing  warrens 
and  fish-ponds. ...  It  then  goes  on  to  enact  that  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  willfully  or  maliciously  shoot  at 
any  person  in  any  dwelling-house  or  other  place,  he  shall 
suffer  death  as  in  cases  of  felony  without  benefit  of  the 
clergy. 

A  Joseph  Weston  was  actually  found  guilty, 
under  the  Black  Act,  of  firing  at  and  wounding 
a  man  on  Snow  Hill,  and  was  hanged  with  his 
brother.  Mr.  Thackeray's  note-book  refers  him 
to  "The  Westons  in  'Sessions  Papers,'  1782, 
pp.  4G3,  470,  473,"  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 
1782,  to  "Genuine  Memoirs  of  George  and 
Joseph  Weston,  1782,"  and  Notes  and  Queries, 
Series  I.  vol.  x.t 

*  Contemporary  accounts  of  the  foundering  of  the  Royal 
Ceorge  represent  lier  crowded  with  people  from  the  shore. 
We  have  seen  how  Llitterloh  was  among  these,  having 
come  on  board  to  receive  the  price  of  iiis  treason, 
t  These  notes  also  appear  in  tlie  same  connection: 
^'^  Unrs''-  Sti'alrrs.'"  One  Saunders  was  committed  to 
Oxford  jail  for  horse-stoaling,  who  appears  to  have  be- 
longed to  a  gang,  part  of  whom  stole  liorses  in  the  nortli 
counties,  and  tlie  otlier  part  in  the  south,  and  about  tiic 


The  next  notes  (in  order  of  time)  concern  a 
certain  very  disinterested  action  of  Duval's : 

Deal  mots,  17S3. 
Dkal. — Here  has  been  a  great  scene  of  confusion,  by  a 
party  of  (Jolonel  Douglas's  Light  Dragoons,  sixty  in  num- 
ber, who  entered  the  town  in  the  dead  of  the  niglit  in  aid 
to  the  excise-officers,  in  order  to  break  open  the  stores  and 
make  seizures;  but  the  smugglers,  who  are  never  unpre- 
pared, having  taken  the  alanm,  mustered  together,  and  a 
most  desperate  battle  ensued. 

Now  old  Duval,  the  perruquier,  as  we  know, 
belonged  to  the  great  Mackerel  party,  or  smug- 
gling conspiracy,  which  extended  all  along  the 
coast ;  and  frequent  allusion  has  been  made  to 
his  secret  stores,  and  to  the  profits  of  his  so- 
called  JzsAiHr/  expeditions.  Remembering  what 
has  been  written  of  this  gentleman,  w^e  can  easi- 
ly imagine  the  falsehoods,  tears,  lying  assevera- 
tions of  poverty  and  innocence  which  old  Duval 
must  have  uttered  on  the  terrible  night  when  the 
excise-officers  visited  him.  But  his  exclama- 
tions were  to  no  purpose,  for  it  is  a  fact  that 
when  Denis  saw  what  was  going  on,  he  burst 
out  with  the  truth,  and  though  he  knew  it  was 
his  own  inheritance  he  was  giving  up,  he  led  the 
officers  right  away  to  the  hoards  they  were  seek- 
ing. 

His  conduct  on  this  occasion  Denis  has  al- 
ready referred  to  where  he  says:  "There  were 
matters  connected  with  this  story  regarding 
which  I  could  not  speak Now  they  are  se- 
crets no  more.-  That  old  society  of  smugglers 
is  dissolved  long  ago :  nay,  I  shall  have  to  tell 
presently  how  I  helped  myself  to  break  it  up." 
And  therewith  all  old  Duval's  earnings,  all  Den- 
is's fortune  that  was  to  be,  vanished  ;  but  of 
course  Denis  prospered  in  his  profession,  and 
had  no  need  of  unlawful  gains.  J 

But  very  sad  times  intervened  between  Denis 
and  prosperity.  He  was  to  be  taken  prisoner  by 
the  French,  and  to  fret  many  long  years  away  in 
one  of  their  arsenals.  At  last  the  Revolution 
broke  out,  and  he  may  have  been  given  up,  or 
— thanks  to  his  foreign  tongue  and  extraction — 
found  means  to  escape.  Perhaps  he  went  in 
search  of  Agnes,  Avhom  we  know  he  never  for- 
got, and  whose  great  relations  were  now  in 
trouble,  for  the  Revolution  which  freed  him 
was  terrible  to  "aristocrats," 

This  is  nearly  all  the  record  we  have  of  this 
part  of  Denis's  life,  and  of  the  life  which  Agnes 
led  while  she  was  away  from  hira.§    But  perhajjs 


midland  counties  they  used  to  meet  and  cxcliange — Gen- 
tlemaii^s  Magazine,  89,  1G5. 

1783.  Capital  Convixtions. — At  the  Spring  Assizes,  17S3, 
119  prisoners  received  sentence  of  Death. 

X  Notices  of  Sus.^ex  smuggling  (says  the  note-book)  are 
to  be  found  in  vol.  x.  oi S annex  Archccological  Collections, 
C9,  94.  Keference  is  also  made  to  the  Gentleman^ s  Maga- 
zine, vol.  viii.  pp   'i92,  172. 

§  The  following  mcmovMnda  appear  in  the  note-book: 

"  Marie  Antoinette  was  born  on  the  2d  November,  1755, 
and  her  saint's  day  is  the  Fltr  dks  Morts. 

"  In  theCorsican  expedition  the  Legion  de  Lorraine  was 
under  the  Baron  de  Viomesnil.  lie  emigrated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutiiin,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
army  of  Conde,  and  in  the  emigration,  returned  with  Louis 
XVIII.,  followed  liini  to  Gand,  and  was  made  marshal  and 
peer  of  France  after '15. 

"Another  Vi.  went  with  Rochambeau  to  America  in 
1780." 
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it  was  at  this  time  that  Duval  saw  Marie  An- 
toinette ;  perhaps  he  found  Agnes,  and  helped 
her  to  get  away ;  or  had  Agnes  already  escaped 
to  England,  and  was  it  in  the  old  familiar  haunts 
— Farmer  Perreau's  Columbatium,  where  the  pig- 
eons were  that  Agnes  loved  ;  the  rectory  garden 
basking  in  the  autumn  evening  ;  the  old  wall 
and  the  pear-tree  behind  it ;  the  plain  from 
whence  they  could  see  the  French  lights  across 
the  Channel ;  the  little  twinkling  window  in  a 
gable  of  the  priory  house,  where  the  light  used 
to  be  popped  out  at  nine  o'clock — that  Denis 
and  Agnes  first  met  after  their  long  separation? 

However  tliat  may  have  been,  we  come  pres- 
ently ujjon  a  note  of  "  a  tailor  contracts  to  sup- 
ply three  superfine  suits  for  £11  lis.  (Gazetteer 
and  Daily  Advertiser)  •,^'  and  also  of  a  villa  at 
Beckenham,  with  "  four  parlors,  eight  bed- 
rooms, stables,  two  acres  of  garden,  and  four- 
teen acres  of  meadow,  let  for  ilTO  a  year,"  which 
may  have  been  the  house  the  young  people  first 
lived  in  after  they  were  married.  Later,  they 
moved  to  Fareport,  where,  as  we  read,  the  ad- 
miral is  weiglied  along  with  his  own  pig.  But 
he  can  not  have  given  up  the  service  for  many 
years  after  his  marriage;  for  he  writes:  "T'oth- 
er day  when  we  took  over  the  King  of  France 
to  Calais  (H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence  being 
in  command),  I  must  needs  have  a  post-chaise 
from  Dover  to  look  at  that  old  window  in  the 
priory  house  at  Winchelsea.  I  went  through 
the  old  wars,  despairs,  tragedies.  I  sighed  as 
veliemently  after  forty  years  as  though  the  in- 
'fandi  dolores  were  fresh  upon  me,  as  though  I 
were  the  school-boy  trudging  back  to  his  task, 
and  taking  a  last  look  at  his  dearest  joy." 

"And  who,  pray,  was  Agnes?"  he  writes 
elsewhere.  "To-day  her  name  is  Agnes  Du- 
val, and  she  sits  at  her  work-table  hard  by. 
The  lot  of  my  life  has  been  ciiangcd  by  know- 
ing her;  to  win  such  a  prize  in  life's  lottery  has 
been  given  but  to  very  few.  What  I  have  done 
— ot  any  worth — has  been  done  by  trying  to  de- 
serve her." '"'•Monsieur  mon  Jils — (this  is  to 

his  boy) — if  ever  you  marry,  and  have  a  son,  I 
hope  the  little  chap  will  have  an  honest  man  for 
a  grandfather,  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  say, 
*I  loved  him,'  when  the  dairucs  cover  me."  Once 
more  of  Agnes  he  writes:  "When  my  ink  is 
run  out,  and  my  little  tale  is  written,  and  yon- 
der church  that  is  ringing  to  seven  o'clock  pray- 
ers shall  toll  for  a  certain  D.D.,  you  will  please, 
good  neighbors,  to  remember  that  I  never  loved 
any  but  yonder  lady,  and  keep  a  place  by  Dar- 
by for  Joan  when  her  turn  shall  arrive." 

O^  THE  RIGHT  FOOTING. 

IT  was  a  busy  time  in  one  of  our  New  England 
cities.  News  had  come  that  the  Federal 
troops  were  in  need  of  stockings,  which  at  that 
stage  of  the  war  had  not  been  very  abundantly 
supplied  to  the  newly-organized  army  that  was 
then  taking  the  field  for  the  fall  campaign  of 
18G1.  Sisters  and  mothers,  maidens  and  spin- 
sters, were  engaged  in  the  primitive  employment 


of  knitting.  Patriotism  had  armed  the  men 
with  muskets  and  the  wom.en  with  needles.  It 
was  the  autumn  following  the  sad  reverse  at  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run ;  and  while  woman's  fingers 
were  busy  adding  stitch  to  stitch,  her  thoughts 
reverted  to  that  fiital  field  as  the  forerunner  of 
still  greater  calamities. 

But  some  natures  are  so  buoyant  that  they 
resist  all  depressing  influences,  and  live  in  a 
sunlight  of  their  own.  My  reader,  therefore, 
need  not  expect  a  sorrowful  story,  because  I 
narrate  what  took  place  at  a  time  of  national 
misgiving. 

In  a  pleasant  room,  into  which  the  afternoon 
sun  was  shining,  sat  IVIiss  Mary  Brown  and  Miss 
Mary  I.  Brown,  much  alike  in  name,  but  quite 
unlike  in  some  other  respects.  Miss  Mary  I. 
Brown  was  a  young  maiden.  Miss  Mary  Brown 
was  a  maiden  not  young.  The  one  was  eight- 
een, the  other  forty-eight.  One  was  looking 
forward  to  matrimony  as  a  probable  and  desira- 
ble thing,  the  other  looked  upon  matrimony  as 
barely  possil)le,  and  on  the  whole  unadvisable. 

Miss  Mary  I.  Brown  had  been  named  for  her 
aunt,  Miss  Mary  Brown,  by  a  kind  brother,  who 
devised  this  method  of  handing  down  his  sister's 
name  to  posterity  after  having  abandoned  all 
hope  that  it  would  be  preserved  by  direct  de- 
scent. The  niece,  however,  went  by  the  name 
of  Bell,  a  contraction  of  her  middle  name,  Isa- 
bel. Miss  Mary  lived  with  her  brother,  and 
thus  she  and  Bell  were  constantly  together,  the 
niece  having  in  her  aunt  one  of  those  agreeable 
companions  as  is  sometimes  found  in  the  char- 
acter of  a  maiden  lady  who  has  wasted  none  of 
her  native  sweetness  upon  a  heartless  lover  or  a 
selfish  husband. 

These  two  were  a  part  of  the  great  knitting- 
machine  that  was  turning  out  stockings  by  the 
hundreds  and  forwarding  them  to  the  Union 
army.  Bell  had  just  finished  a  pair,  and  was 
running  the  heels  when  she  suddenly  exclaimed, 

"  Oh,  aunt,  I  have  thought  of  one  way  to 
get  a  husband!" 

"One  way,"  replied  her  aunt,  showing  no 
surprise  at  Bell's  remark.  "  That  is  nothing 
wonderful.  You  would  hardly  be  a  woman  if 
you  have  but  one  way.  In  my  day  girls  of  your 
age  had  many  ways  to  set  themselves  about  that 
business." 

"But  they  did  not  always  succeed,"  said  Bell, 
looking  archly  at  her  aunt. 

"  No  they  did  not  always  get  married,  for 
sometimes  they  made  up  their  minds  beforehand 
to  turn  their  attention  to  taking  care  of  their 
rattle-brained  nieces." 

"That  remark  can  not  apply  to  me,  for  Uncle 
John  told  me  that  I  haven't  any  brains.  But  I 
am  rather  glad  you  didn't  get  married,  for  every 
young  lady  like  myself  is  greatly  benefited  by 
having  a  good  aunt  at  hand  who  has  no  chil- 
dren of  her  own  to  look  after." 

"There,  my  young  lady  had  better  not  venti- 
late any  more  of  her  sage  ideas  just  now." 

"No,  aunt,  not  one  word  more  after  I  have 
told  you  my  plan  for  catching  a  husband." 
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"Well,  wh.nt  is  it?" 

"Why  yon  sec,  aunt,  when  I  marry  I  mean 
to  have  a  good,  tall,  brave  husband." 

"Yes,  I  could  guess  that,  for  I  never  saw  a 
little  woman  who  did  not  i)rcfer  a  tall  man." 

"  I  am  going  to  write  an  advertisement  for  a 
husband  and  ])ut  it  into  this  pair  of  large  stock- 
ings ;  and  as  the  tallest  men  will  ])ick  out  the 
biggest  stockings  I  shall  advertise  myself  to  a 
regular  grenadier." 

"You  may  as  well  advertise  yourself  in  the 
New  York  Herald  under  the  head  of  Matr'uno- 
niair 

"Oh  no,  aunt,  I  don't  want  any  of  the  sim- 
])letons  who  read  and  answer  such  advertise- 
ments. I  want  a  good,  brave  Union  soldier, 
who  is  not  afraid  to  acccj)!  these  stockings  with 
the  conditions  I  shall  impose  upon  him." 

So  Bell,  upon  a  bit  of  paper,  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  This  pair  of  stockingr?  was  knit  by  Miss  Mary  Brown, 
who  holds  hersfilf  in  readiness  to  marry  the  man  who  will 
wear  them  on  the  battle-field,  and  afterward  return  to 
claim  her  hand." 

"There,  aunt,  what  do  you  think  of  that?" 
said  Bell,  after  reading  it  aloud. 

"  I  don't  like  the  idea  of  your  using  my 
name.  Why  not  write  it  out  in  full  —  Mary 
Isabel  Brown  ?" 

"That  would  tell  too  much.  I  want  it  so 
that  it  may  stand  for  either  of  us.  Then,  if  the 
fellow  should  take  me  at  my  word  and  I  did  not 
fancy  him,  there  will  be  a  chance  to  retreat." 

"  Such  frolics  are  not  very  discreet,  Bell,  and 
I  shoiild  object  to  your  carrying  out  this  one  if  I 
did  not  think  you  were  safe.  The  man  who 
finds  either  of  us  will  have  some  hundreds  of 
Mary  Browns  to  pick  from." 

"  Well,  aunt,  I  am  not  going  to  write  any 
thing  more.  It  must  not  be  too  definite.  The 
fellow  will  have  to  hunt  some  if  ever  he  finds 
me  out." 

In  due  time  the  stockings  from  the  Browns 
went  into  the  same  box  with  those  from  the 
Smiths,  and  others  whose  posterity  has  not  mul- 
tiplied so  rapidly  as  have  the  descendants  of  the 
original  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Smith,  and  started 
for  the  Union  camp. 

In  due  time  the  stockings  reached  the  Feder- 
al troops,  and  were  distributed  among  the  bare- 
foot squads.  Bell's  stockings  were  handed  over 
to  a  very  small  man,  while  a  smaller  ])air  had 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  only  six-footer  in  the 
company,  who  was  trying  to  put  them  on  as 
the  small  man  held  his  up,  and,  after  taking  in 
their  dimensions  with  a  mechanic's  eye,  ex- 
claimed : 

"  I  say,  Tom,  I  shall  get  lost  in  these  stock- 
ings. I  guess  they  were  knit  for  Goliath  of 
Gath." 

"They  are  quite  different  from  mine,  then.  I 
have  been  at  work  u])on  these  till  I  think  I  shall 
never  be  able  to  straighten  my  back  again.  See 
how  far  I  have  got  them  on,"  and  Tom  held  up 
his  foot  to  show  his  comrade  his  ])rogress.      He 


had  worked  his  toes  down  to  the  angle  where 
the  heel  belongs,  while  the  foot  of  the  stocking 
looked  very  limp  and  em])ty.  "I  hope  there 
are  no  guerrillas  round,"  continued  he  ;  "  fur  if 
they  should  surprise  the  camp  before  I  get  this 
stocking  on,  I  should  be  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment. I  could  neither  fight  nor  run,  and  should 
have  to  sit  still  and  be  shot." 

Dick  watched  him  pulling  and  tugging,  and 
then  burst  out  laughing. 

"What  are  you  laughing  at  ?  I  don't  see  any 
thing  so  very  queer  about  all  this." 

"Well,  I  do.  I  think  it  is  mighty  queer 
that  you  should  try  to  pull  on  that  pair  of  stock- 
ings which  will  just  fit  me,  while  I  have  a  pair 
that  will  just  suit  you." 

Tom  drop]ied  his  foot  to  the  floor.  It  struck 
him  as  a  very  happy  thought  on  the  part  of 
Dick.  It  had  not  occurred  to  him,  Yankee 
though  he  was,  that  there  could  be  such  a  trans- 
action as  a  "swop"  in  which  both  parties  could 
be  benefited. 

So  Tom  and  Dick  made  an  exchange ;  and 
Tom,  seizing  one  of  the  large  stockings,  slipped 
his  foot  down  the  long  leg  till  his  toes  reached 
the  farthest  extremity. 

"That  is  a  capital  fit.  If  I  could  find  the 
girl  who  knit  that  I  would  marry  her  as  soon 
as  the  war  is  over,"  saying  which,  Tom  pulled 
on  the  other  stocking,  and  felt  something  in  the 
toe  of  it.  "  I  guess  there  is  a  mouse's  nest  in 
this  one,"  said  he,  as  he  drew  it  off  and  found 
Bell's  note.  "No,  it  is  a  piece  of  writing,  by 
Jove  !"  and  Tom  proceeded  to  open  and  read  it. 

"That  note  is  mine,  Tom.  Fair  play.  I 
didn't  agree  to  let  you  have  all  there  might  be 
in  that  stocking  when  I  exchanged." 

"  Ah,  my  good  fellow,  you  are  not  familiar 
with  the  law  on  this  point.  I  hold  the  stock- 
ing and  the  stocking  held  the  note,  errjo  I  hold 
the  note,  and  my  good  friend,  Richard  Smith, 
holds  the  other  pair  of  stockings  and  all  they 
contain.  But  hear  it,  and  then  perhajis  youSvill 
withdraw  your  claim." 

Tom  read  and  Dick  listened. 

"  Yes,  Tom,  I  renounce  all  right  to  that 
document.  I  should  not  object  to  the  first  con- 
dition, for  you  know  I  am  as  valiant  as  Hec- 
tor—" 

"Hecuba  you  probably  mean,"  interrujited 
Tom,  who  was  aware  that  his  comrade's  knowl- 
edge of  the  Grecian  heroes  was  second-hand. 

"As  valiant  as  Hecuba,  thcn,"continucdDick, 
accepting  the  correction.  "  But  as  to  marrying 
Mary  Brown,  I  would  sooner  go  barefoot  all  my 
days.  She  is  ])robably  some  old  maid  with 
more  sentiment  than  sense." 

"Nonsense,  Dick;  that  note  was  not  written 
by  an  old  maid.  I  will  take  up  the  gauntlet, 
and  when  1  get  a  furlough  I'll  have  a  hunt  for 
that  girl.  I  rather  like  the  spirit  of  this  com- 
munication." 

"I  should  like  to  know  how  you  are  going  to 
find  her,  unless  her  address  is  on  the  note." 

"  No  it  is  not,  and  all  I  know  about  it  is  that 
she  signs  her  name  Mary  Brown,  and  that  she 
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probably  lives  somewhere  on  our  side  of  the 
Potomac." 

"I  think  you'll  finll  her  then.  You'll  have  a 
fine  chance  for  a  search !  Brown  is  not  a  com- 
mon name,  and  there  can  not  be  two  Mary 
Browns  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line." 

"Don't  try  to  convince  me  that  the  thing  is 
Impossible,  for  I'll  find  her  sooner  or  later  as 
sure  as  I  am  a  good  fellow." 

Thereupon  Tom  instituted  an  inquiry  to  find 
out  from  which  direction  the  stockings  came. 
After  a  little  search  he  ascertained  that  three 
boxes  had  just  been  emptied,  but  from  which  his 
had  been  taken  he  could  not  learn.  One  of  the 
boxes  came  from  New  York,  one  from  Boston, 
and  one  from  Lowell. 

"There,"  thought  Tom,  "that  is  about  as 
definite  as  though  I  had  found  out  that  they 
came  from  the  country  where  the  Americans 
live." 

But  he  took  note  of  these  three  places  for  fu- 
ture reference,  leaving  it  for  time  and  chance  to 
settle  the  question. 

It  was  not  a  week  after  this  circumstance  be- 
fore Tom  found  himself  face  to  face  with  the  foe 
on  an  obstinately-fought  field,  in  which  he  re- 
ceived two  wounds,  one  through  the  fleshy  part 
of  his  leg,  and  the  other  in  his  shoulder.  He 
was  carried  from  the  field  on  a  stretcher. 

At  first  he  was  faint  from  loss  of  blood ;  but 
as  soon  as  his  wounds  were  dressed  and  con- 
sciousness had  fully  returned  he  beckoned  Dick 
toward  him. 

"What  did  they  do  with  my  stockings,  Dick?" 

"  Never  mind  your  stockings  now,  Tom ;  you 
must  keep  quiet." 

"But  I  do  mind  about  my  stockings,  and  I 
can't  have  them  lost.  Those  are  the  Mary 
Brown  stockings,  and  must  be  found.  One  of 
them  has  two  shot-holes  in  it." 

"I'll  look  them  up,  Tom,  but  you  must  keep 
quiet.  You've  lost  so  much  blood  now  that 
you  are  pale  as  a  ghost." 

After  a  few  weeks  spent  in  the  hospital  Tom 
came  back  to  the  camp  to  inquire  for  his  stock- 
ings. 

"Here  they  are,"  said  Dick,  as  he  handed 
them  to  him.  "I  have  had  them  washed  and 
put  in  the  best  order." 

"Very  much  obliged  to  you,  Dick,"  said 
Tom,  as,  in  a  group  of  soldiers,  he  examined 
the  one  containing  the  holes  where  the  enemy's 
bullet  had  gone  through. 

"Why,  Tom,  were  you  wounded  in  both 
legs?"  asked  a  comrade,  who  had  discovered 
two  similar  shot-holes  in  the  other  stocking. 

"  No,"  replied  Tom  ;  "I  was  shot  in  the  leg 
and  shoulder.  But  how  the  holes  came  in  the 
other  stocking  I  don't  know.  My  leg  was  in 
this  one  when  the  ball  went  through,  for  there 
is  a  stain  of  blood  yet  on  that  white  toe.  How 
is  this,  Dick?" 

"  I  don't  know,  Tom.  After  they  were  wash- 
ed I  found  that  both  of  them  had  holes  in  them, 
and  I  supposed  you  had  been  shot  in  both  legs. 
Are  you  sure  you  were  not?" 

Vol.  XXIX.— No.  171.— Bii 


"  Quite  sure.  But  I  am  not  so  certain  that 
some  of  my  friends  have  not  been  playing  at 
Falstaffs  game." 

As  Tom's  wounds  would  not  allow  him  to  go 
on  duty  for  some  time  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  and  sent  off  to  recruit  a  com- 
pany. 

"  Now,"  thought  he,  as  soon  as  his  papers  had 
been  made  out,  "I'll  find  that  Mary  Brown." 

So  he  bought  a  valise,  put  up  an  extra  shirt, 
and  made  himself  ready. 

Tom  was  a  Massachusetts  officer,  and  was  to 
recruit  his  company  in  that  State. 

"New  York,  then,  I  must  give  up,"  thought 
he ;  "  and  it  may  be  that  she  lives  there,  though 
I  hardly  think  she  does.  The  girl  that  got  up 
that  idea  must  be  Yankee  born,  and  probably 
lives  in  the  Hub  of  the  Universe.  I'll  try  Bos- 
ton first,  at  any  rate." 

So,  after  a  flying  visit  jto  his  friends,  Tom 
opened  a  recruiting-office  in  Boston,  and  set 
himself  to  work  to  fill  up  his  company.  But 
while  he  was  hunting  up  recruits  he  kept  on  the 
look-out  for  the  Browns.  He  consulted  the 
city  directory ;  he  found  whole  pages  of  Browns, 
and  among  them  five  Miss  Mary  Browns  —  a 
milliner,  a  washer  and  ironer,  a  boarding-house 
keeper,  an  astrologist,  and  a  doctress.  He  took 
the  address  of  the  milliner  and  the  doctress,  and 
made  his  first  call  upon  the  former.  As  he  en- 
tered she  was  writing  in  her  account-book,  one 
glance  at  which  convinced  him  that  she  was  not 
the  writer  of  the  note  in  his  possession.  Hav- 
ing purchased  some  trifling  article,  he  left  to  go 
in  search  of  the  doctress.  Having  found  the 
place,  he  rang  the  bell,  and  was  ushered  into  a 
waiting-room.  In  a  few  moments  a  middle- 
aged  woman  entered.  She  looked  a  little  sur- 
prised at  Tom's  stalwart  proportions  and  regi- 
mentals. 

"Is  this  Miss  Mary  Brown?"  asked  he. 

"  That  is  my  name.  Sir.  Is  there  any  thing 
I  can  do  for  you?" 

"I  have  not  called  upon  you  in  your  profes- 
sional capacity.  I  only  wish  to  know  whether 
you  are  one  of  a  society  of  ladies  who,  three 
months  ago,  sent  a  box  of  clothing  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac." 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  not." 

"The  name  Mary  Brown  wa.s  in  one  of  the 
stockings,  and  I  did  not  know  but  you  might 
be  the  one.  Have  you  any  relation  of  that 
name?" 

"None  that  I  am  aware  of," 

And  then  Tom,  thinking  he  should  be  safe, 
produced  the  note  for  Miss  Brown's  inspection. 

"Are  you  the  man  who  has  complied  with 
the  first  condition?"  asked  the  doctress,  eying 
him  from  head  to  foot. 

"Yes,"  replied  he,  bent  upon  experimenting 
on  this  matron's  heart. 

Afterward,  in  relating  the  circumstances  to 
:  Dick,  Tom  said, 

"  When  I  told  her  that,  I  never  in  my  life 
'  saw  a  woman  look  so  sorry  that  she  had  not 
;  knit  a  certain  pair  of  stockings. " 
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"But  what  would  you  have  done  if  she  had 
been  the  right  one  ?"  asked  Dick.  "  You  would 
have  been  in  a  fine  fix !" 

*'  Not  quite  so  fast,  my  good  fellow.  Do  you 
suppose  that  after  having  been  shot  through  in 
two  places  I  went  into  battle  without  a  chance 
of  retreat  ?  If  she  had  proved  the  real  Mary 
Brown,  I  should  have  told  her  that  a  friend  of 
mine,  Richard  Smith,  had  taken  the  stockings, 
and  that  I  had  called,  with  his  compliments, 
requesting  her  to  prepare  for  the  wedding-day!" 

Tom  spent  some  time  with  this  female  physi- 
cian, who  had  many  questions  to  ask  of  the  re- 
turned soldier. 

Having  thus  failed  to  find  the  right  Mary 
Brown,  he  again  turned  to  the  directory. 

"  She  must  be  the  daughter  of  some  of  these 
Browns,"  said  he,  as  his  eye  again  ran  over  the 
long  list.  "But  how  I  am  to  find  her  I  don't 
know,  unless  fortune  helps  me.  I  have  it!"  he 
thought  at  last.  "  I'll  go  to  the  post-office  and 
find  out  all  the  Browns  in  Boston." 

He  made  known  his  business  to  the  obliging 
postmaster,  who  gave  him  the  address  of  half  a 
score  of  Mary  Browns.  Subsequent  interviews 
with  each  of  these,  however,  threw  no  light  upon 
the  matter. 

The  next  week,  while  looking  over  the  newly- 
posted  list  of  advertised  letters,  Tom  came  across 
the  name  Mary  Brown. 

"  Who  knows  but  she  may  be  the  one  ?  Very 
likely  she  is,"  thought  he,  "The  postmaster 
does  not  know  who  she  is,  and  that  is  why  she 
was  left  out  of  the  list  he  gave  me.  I'll  see  if  I 
can  find  out  who  calls  for  that  letter." 

So  Tom  bought  the  biggest  morning  paper  he 
could  find,  and  took  his  station  within  ear-shot 
of  the  place  of  delivery. 

There  were  numerous  calls  for  advertised  let- 
ters, but  none  for  Mary  Brown.    Tom  was  about 
.abandoning  his  post  when  he  observed  a  beauti- 
ful young  lady  coming  into  the  door. 

"  I  wish  that  might  be  Mary  Brown,"  thought 
he,  as  he  looked  at  her  over  his  paper. 

"Is  there  a  letter  here  for  Miss  Mary  Brown  ?" 
she  asked,  in  a  rich,  musical  voice,  as  she  looked 
in  at  the  pigeon-hole. 

The  beat  of  Tom's  heart  leaped  up  to  two 
hundred  a  minute. 

"  By  Jove,  her  name  is  Mary  Brown  !"  said 
Tom  to  himself,  who,  in  his  most  excited  mo- 
ments, never  swore  by  any  thing  more  sacred 
than  the  old  heathen  deities. 

It  would  have  been  an  easy  matter  for  a  busi- 
ness man  to  step  up  and  settle  the  qtiestion  of 
her  identity,  as  Tom  had  done  in  several  cases 
before.  But  his  courage  and  presence  of  mind 
both  forsook  him  the  instant  he  found  out  that 
she  might  be  the  object  of  his  search.  It  was 
not  till  he  saw  her  passing  out  of  the  door  that 
he  recovered  from  his  panic  and  bethought  him- 
self that  his  game  must  be  followed.  So  oflf  he 
started,  keeping  her  in  sight,  though  she  walked 
away  at  a  rapid  rate. 

She  was  tall  and  stately,  and  Tom  could  not 
hel])  tl  a  king  what  a  fine-looking  couple  they 


would  be,  as  he  watched  her  graceful  movements 
and  thought  of  liis  own  military  air. 

She  soon  reached  Washington  Street,  and 
here  Tom's  difficulties  began.  The  street  was 
crowded.  Tom,  keeping  his  eye  fixed  upon  the 
head  and  slioulders  of  his  enchantress,  had  no 
eyes  left  for  any  other  purpose.  He  brushed  by 
crinolines  with  a  force  that  threatened  to  carry 
them  away ;  and  had  the  mouth  of  the  infer- 
nal pit  been  before  him  he  would  have  walked 
into  it. 

After  going  a  few  blocks  she  entered  a  mil- 
linery shop.  Tom  stopj)ed  outside  and  looked  at 
the  bonnets  in  the  show-case  till  she  came  out, 
and  then  followed  on.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  far- 
ther, in  the  same  direction,  she  entered  a  dry 
good  store.  Tom  again  lingered  outside,  and 
examined  the  wonderful  ]jatterns  with  their  more 
wonderful  names,  and  then  took  up  the  pursuit 
again.  He  followed  for  a  long  distance  up 
Washington  Street;  but  just  as  he  was  passing 
a  large  jewelry  store  he  lost  sight  of  her.  He 
pushed  on  a  block  farther,  doubled  on  his  track, 
and  looked  into  all  the  shop  windows.  At  the 
jewelry  store  he  came  upon  her,  face  to  face,  as 
she  was  coming  out  of  the  door.  At  a  second 
sight  of  that  queenly  face  Tom  could  hear  his 
heart  beat.  He  thought  she  must  have  heard 
it  too.  But  as  he  was  only  one  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  human  beings  drifting  the  same  way  he 
escaped  her  notice. 

"  Ah,"  said  Tom,  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered 
from  the  shock,  "  'to  love  is  indeed  a  painful 
thrill!'" 

From  the  jewelry  store  she  led  Tom  a  long 
chase,  to  the  end  of  Washington  Street  and  up 
Cornhill  into  a  book-store.  Tom,  growing  bold- 
er, went  in  too,  and  looked  at  the  books  and 
heard  her  inquire  for  Rollin's  Ancient  History. 

"  She  isn't  one  of  the  readers  of  '  yellow  cov- 
ers,'" thought  Tom,  as  he  heard  the  name. 
"  She  prefers  solid  reading.  What  a  lucky  fel- 
low I  am  !" 

It  never  once  occurred  to  him  that  though  this 
lady's  name  was  Mary  Brown  she  niigiit  not  be 
the  one  he  was  in  search  of.  So  strongly  did 
he  hope  that  she  was  the  right  one  he  could  not 
rid  himself  of  the  conviction  that  she  was  the 
right  one. 

Having  made  her  purchases  she  came  near 
Tom  to  look  at  the  new  books  upon  the  show- 
table.  Tom  was  spell-bound.  The  same  thrill 
of  which  he  had  spoken  crept  over  his  frame,  and 
he  was  as  helpless  as  an  animal  fascinated  by  a 
snake. 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  me?"  thought  he,  as 
she  left  the  store.  "  I  never  felt  so  in  the  pres- 
ence of  any  other  woman." 

From  the  book-store  Tom  followed  her  back 
to  Washington  Street,  where  she  started  down 
on  the  other  side.  Instead  of  slackening  her 
pace  her  step  seemed  more  vigorous  tiian  ever. 
Tom  was  still  somewhat  weak  from  his  wounds, 
and  his  lame  leg  began  to  complain. 

"  I  wonder  if  she  is  going  to  walk  back  at  this 
rate  the  whole  length  of  this  street,"  thought  he. 
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"  But  there  is  no  help  for  it.     I  shall  follow  her 
as  long  as  I  can  walk." 

Her  calls  at  the  different  large  establishments 
were  even  more  frequent  than  when  coming  up 
the  street. 

*'I  hope  she  will  not  have  to  go  shopping  too 
often  after  I  marry  her,"  thought  he.  *'It  is 
equal  to  the  Bull  Run  retreat.  She  must  be 
rich  to  patronize  all  the  high-priced  establish- 
ments.    But  I  have  no  objection  to  the  money." 

Toward  the  last  part  of  the  chase  Tom  had 
grown  so  incautious  that  the  lady  appeared  to  be 
aware  that  he  was  following  her. 

At  last,  after  having  walked  back  nearly  the 
whole  length  of  Washington  Street,  she  got  into 
a  horse-car  that  was  going  out  of  the  city.  As 
there  was  no  other  course  to  be  taken  Tom  went 
into  the  same  car  and  took  a  seat  opposite.  He 
did  not  stare  blankly  at  the  straw  on  the  car 
floor  as  some  people  do.  His  eyes  wandered 
along  the  row  of  faces  on  the  opposite  seat,  not 
failing  to  take  a  good  look  at  the  face  which 
most  attracted  him.  The  game  was  growing 
more  exciting,  for  as  often  as  his  eyes  rested 
upon  her  countenance  he  detected  her  watching 
Iiim.  After  a  ride  of  about  two  miles,  during 
which  the  passengers  had  come  and  gone  till 
there  were  only  three  or  four  left,  the  car  reached 
the  end  of  the  route,  where  the  rest  stepped  out. 
They  were  no  sooner  out  of  the  car  than  Tom 
saw  a  small,  insignificant-looking  man  coming 
•directly  toward  them,  ajjparently  on  the  look-out 
for  this  very  woman.  Tom  held  his  breath- 
Could  it  be  possible?  Yes,  they  were  kissing 
each  other  as  only  newly-married  people  do  kiss. 
Tom  heard  her  say,  "  How  kind  in  you,  my  love, 
to  come  and  meet  me!"  Then  followed  a  few 
low  words,  during  which  the  little  man  frowned 
at  Tom  as  thongli  he  would  like  to  swallow  him. 
Tom  was  so  disgusted  that  he  made  "a  bee 
line"  for  a  little  oyster  shop  not  far  off,  mutter- 
ing as  he  went, 

"  Who  would  have  thought  that  so  superb  a 
woman  could  fancy  that  insignificant  specimen 
of  a  biped  !"  and  Tom  consoled  himself  with  re- 
flecting upon  his  own  proud  form,  and  wholly 
recovered  from  his  disappointment  by  the  time 
he  had  finished  his  second  oyster  stew. 

Notwithstanding  Tom's  zeal  he  had  been  un- 
successful, and  would  have  been  obliged  to  give 
up  the  search  had  not  an  accident  put  the  whole 
tiling  in  his  possession. 

While  attending  to  his  recruiting  he  became 
known  as  a  returned  soldier  who  was  familiar 
with  the  state  of  things  in  the  camp  to  which 
the  ladies  of  Boston  were  at  that  time  sending 
different  articles.  He  was  therefore  often  con- 
sulted by  them,  and  invited  to  attend  the  "sew- 
ing circle,"  where  he  met,  among  others,  the  per- 
son he  was  in  search  of.  He  had  been  intro- 
duced to  her  as  Miss  Brown  ;  but  as  he  noticed 
her  companions  called  her  Bell,  he  did  not  for  a 
moment  suppose  she  was  the  Mary  Brown  of  his 
search.  It  was  not  till  he  had  met  her  several 
times  that  he  was  able  to  identify  her.  He  had 
been  called  upon  one  evening  to  assist  in  pack- 


ing some  clothing  to  be  sent  to  the  camp,  when 
he  heard  one  of  the  girls  suggest  that  they  should 
put  a  written  note  into  each  pair  of  stockings. 
The  girls  rattled  on  as  only  girls  know  how 
when  their  gentle  bosoms  are  stirred  by  the 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  Bell  related  her  doings 
in  this  line. 

"And  did  you  give  your  address  in  full?" 
asked  one  of  the  girls. 

"  No,  indeed,"  said  Bell ;  "I  just  signed  my 
name  Mary  Brown," 

"And  left  the  Isabel  out?" 

"Yes,  of  course;  and  the  fellow  that  finds 
me  will  have  something  to  do,  I  think." 

That  evening  Tom  acted  as  Bell's  escort. 
He  took  particular  notice  of  the  street  and  num- 
ber where  he  left  her,  and  afterward  walked 
back  and  looked  at  the  name  on  the  door-plate, 
that  he  might  find  out  her  father's  name. 

The  next  day,  by  consulting  the  directory 
and  asking  a  few  questions,  he  found  out  to  his 
satisfaction  that,  on  the  whole,  Mr.  Brown  was 
a  very  desirable  father-in-law.  Having  made 
up  his  mind  that  he  was  ready  to  take  Bell  "for 
better  or  for  worse,"  he  overhauled  his  valise, 
took  out  his  magic  stockings  and  made  them 
into  a  neat  little  i)arcel,  into  which  he  put  the 
following  note,  which  also  inclosed  Bell's  note : 

"  My  dear  Betrothed,  —  I  am  the  happy  man  into 
whose  hands  these  stockings  fell.  I  have  complied  with 
the  condition  expressed  in  the  inclosed  note,  and  shall  call 
at  S  o'clock  this  evening  to  claim  your  hand. 

"  Yours  furever,  Tom." 

This  parcel  he  sent  by  a  careful  messenger, 
and  then  waited  as  patiently  as  possible  for  the 
next  hour  to  pass  away. 

When  the  parcel  arrived  the  servant,  seeing 
it  was  directed  to  Miss  Mary  Brown,  took  it  di- 
rectly to  Bell's  aunt  and  left  the  room.  Bell 
was  with  her  aunt,  and  declared  that  the  pack- 
age was  intended  for  herself.  Her  aunt,  who 
usually  indulged  Bell  in  her  peculiar  freaks, 
allowed  her  to  open  it.  The  note  attracted  her, 
and  a  glance  at  its  contents  told  the  whole  story. 
Bell  looked  frightened. 

"  What  is  the  matter.  Bell  ?"  asked  her  aunt, 
who  was  curiously  examining  the  stockings. 

"Read  that,  aunt,"  said  Bell,  dropping  into 
a  chair. 

"This  is  rather  bad,  Bell,"  said  her  aunt. 
"You've  found  a  husband  sooner  than  you  ex- 
pected. But  have  you  examined  the  stock- 
ings?" 

Bell  caught  them  up  and  glanced  at  the  holes. 

"  He  has  been  shot  through  both  legs." 

"Yes,  so  it  seems,"  said  her  aunt.  He  must 
have  lost  both  of  them,  I  am  afraid." 

"Oh,  aunt,"  sobbed  Bell,  "  how  can  I  have  a 
husband  with  both  legs  gone?  What  shall  I 
do?" 

Had  the  man  come  back  sound  in  body  slie 
could  have  turned  hira  ofl'most  easily,  but  to  re- 
fuse a  lover  after  he  had  lost  both  legs  in  his 
country's  service  was  quite  a  different  thing. 
But  how  could  she  get  out  of  it  honorably? 
After  a  hastily  called  council  of  war  it  was  de- 
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cided  that  Bell's  aunt  should  be  the  real  Mary 
Brown,  and  should  dispose  of  this  eccentriclover 
as  best  she  could. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  bell  rang,  and  Tom 
was  shown  in,  dressed  in  his  best  rcfiji mentals 
and  polished  boots.  He  inquired  for  Miss  Mary 
Brown.  This  the  servant  thought  must  mean 
the  aunt,  as  she  had  always  heard  the  niece 
called  Bell ;  hence  she  started  on  her  errand 
without  asking  which  Miss  Brown  was  wanted. 

"I'll  be  down  in  a  few  minutes,  Bridget," 
said  the  aunt.  "  But  what  sort  of  looking  gen- 
tleman is  he  ?" 

"  Och  a  fine-lookin'  gintleman  intirely.  He 
is  taller  than  me  brother  Patrick,  and  as  straight 
as  a  bulrush!" 

"Does  he  go  on  crutches,  Bridget?"  asked 
Bell. 

"On  crutches,  is  it?"  said  Bridget,  opening 
her  eyes  wide.  "  By  no  manes !  Why  should 
he  go  wid  two  sticks,  when  he  has  two  as  good 
legs  as  iver  a  man  wants  ?" 

"Does  he  look  pale  and  sick?"  asked  Bell. 

"No,  indade  !"  said  the  bewildered  Bridget. 
"  He  looks  as  strong  as  any  man  of  his  inches, 
and  so  fresh  and  gintlemanly  in  his  bright  but- 
tons that  I  think  any  young  lady,  like  yourself, 
would  like  to  have  him  for  a  swate-heart !" 

"Hush,  Bridget!"  said  Bell.  "Say  Miss 
Brown  will  be  down  in  a  few  minutes." 

As  soon  as  Bridget  had  left  them  Bell  crept 
quietly  down  stairs  and  took  a  peep  through  the 
door,  which  stood  ajar,  when  of  course  she  rec- 
ognized our  hero  Tom.  She  now  understood  it 
all  as  soon  as  she  recalled  what  she  had  said  on 
the  previous  evening.  She  went  quietly  back  to 
her  aunt's  room,  and,  with  a  countenance  wear- 


ing quite  a  different  expression,  explained  how 
matters  stood. 

"  Then  I  suppose  you  would  like  to  dispense 
with  my  services  altogether?" 

"Well,  aunt,  you  know  it  would  not  be  quite 
right  to  tell  a  falsehood  about  it,  even  if  we 
could.  I  didn't  think  it  was  quite  right  before, 
and  now  that  I  have  seen  and  know  the  fellow, 
I  am  certain  it  is  not  right." 

"  It  is  surprising  how  the  sight  of  a  fine-look- 
ing soldier  changes  a  young  lady's  moral  view 
of  tilings  1" 

"  Now  be  good,  aunty !  The  scrape  is  bad 
enough  as  it  is,  and  I  don't  know  what  I  shall 
do  with  him." 

"  Do  as  I  have  done  for  so  many  years — 
don't  commit  yourself." 

Bell  felt  rather  afraid  that  she  should  commit 
herself,  for  she  had  looked  at  Tom  with  some- 
thing more  than  a  partial  eye  several  times  be- 
fore she  saw  him  through  the  crack  in  the  door; 
so  when  she  went  down  stairs  and  entered  the 
room  where  he  was  sitting,  she  was  careful  to 
close  the  door  behind  her,  knowing  that,  such  is 
the  nature  of  her  sex,  her  aunt  might  be  tempt- 
ed to  stand  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  and  listen. 
What  was  said  and  done  in  Mr.  Brown's  parlor 
that  evening  can  only  be  guessed. 

Tom  in  due  time  raised  his  company  and  re- 
turned to  the  field,  where  he  has  never  been 
known  to  turn  his  back  upon  any  thing  which 
duty  has  required  him  to  face  ;  but  he  occasion- 
ally tells  Dick  that  "  when  this  cruel  war  is  over" 
he  will  surely  marry  Mary  Brown,  if  there  is 
enough  of  him  left  to  enable  him  to  say,  "I, 
Tom,  take  this  woman,"  etc. 


BROKEI^  IMAGES. 


A  N  artist  friend  but  recently  from  Rome 
X\.  Gave  me  on  his  return  a  statuette ; 
With  tender  care  I  brought  my  treasure  home, 

And  lovingly  on  you  carved  bracket  set 
The  beauteous  image,  there  where  angels  keep, 

Beside  my  bed,  their  vigils  through  the  night. 
That  in  the  morning,  loosed  from  bonds  of  sleep. 

It  first  of  all  might  greet  my  waking  sight. 

And  often  when  the  rosy  light  of  Dawn, 

On  sunrise  wings,  from  the  far  Orient  came 
Through  the  dim  window-curtains,  closely  drawn, 

Piercing  the  gloom  with  slender  shafts  of  flame. 
My  drowsy  eyes  the  statuette  have  sought. 

And  lingered  long  upon  the  perfect  face 
In  silant  wonder  at  the  skill  wliich  wrought 

Out  of  the  lifeless  marble  so  much  grace. 

Thus  looking  on  the  artist's  gift  one  day. 

There  came,  meanwhile,  a  rapping  at  m}'  door, 
And  from  its  stand  my  treasure  fell,  and  lay 

In  scattered  fragments  on  the  cruel  floor; 
And  entered  one,  a  cynic,  hard  and  cold. 

Full  of  old  dogmas  of  the  dust}--  past, 
AVTio  with  chill  sophistr}'-  and  reasoning  bold 

Routs  all  my  dreams,  this  rude  Iconoclast. 


In  everA'  secret  chamber  of  the  heart 

Some  sculptured  image  in  its  dim  shrine  stands, 
Wrought  by  a  subtle  and  mysterious  art. 

And  fashioned  by  an  unseen  artist's  hands ; 
Carved  out  of  fond  desires  and  cherished  hopes 

Which  long  have  lain  concealed  from  others'  view, 
Like  hidden  pearls  for  which  the  diver  gropes, 

Far  underneath  the  ocean's  waves  of  blue. 

Here  in  this  chamber  a  sweet  woman's  fiice 

Looks  down  with  pensive  smile  and  tender  eyes; 
Here  in  this  other,  from  its  lofty  place, 

Ensculptured  Fame  on  soaring  pinion  flies  : 
Here  is  an  image  in  whose  outstretched  liands 

The  3'ellow  gold  in  glittering  beauty  shines — 
Upon  a  mound  of  yellow  dust  it  stands  ; 

And  here  are  fragments  out  of  empty  shrines. 

So  do  wo  fill  each  niche  within  the  heart 

With  some  fair  image,  and  our  yearning  eyes 
Oft  look  witliin,  when  from  the  world  apart, 

To  view  tlic  treasure  which  we  so  much  prize — 
Oft  look  witliin  to  find  with  bitter  pain 

(Oh  cruel  Fate,  tliou  rude  Iconoclast  I) 
Only  the  scattered  fragments  which  remain, 

The  image  but  a  memory  of  the  past. 
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tested  by  the  results  of  extensive 
inquiries  which  the  Life-boat  In- 
stitution has  set  on  foot  among  the 
medical  practitioners,  coroners, 
and  other  experienced  persons. 
The  following  are  the  rules  which 
apply  in  all  cases,  and  in  every 
country. 

FOR   RESTORING   THE   APPARENTLY 
DROWNED. 

Send  immediately  for  medical  as- 
sistance, blankets,  and  dry  clothing, 
but  proceed  to  treat  the  patient  in- 
stantly on  the  spot,  in  the  open  air, 
with  the  face  downward,  whether 
on  shore  or  afloat;  exposing  thei 
face,  neck,  and  chest  to  the  wind, 
except  in  severe  weather,  and  re- 
moving all  tight  clothing  from  the 
neck    and    chest,    especially    the 
^     braces.     The  points  to  be  aimed 
5     at  are — first  and  immediately,  the 
^     restoration  of  breathing ;  and,  sec- 
2     cndly,  after  breathing  is  restored, 
4     the  promotion  of  warmth  and  cir- 
i     culation.      The  efforts  to  restore 
J     breathing  must  be  commenced  im- 
"'     mediately  and  energetically,  and 
persevered  in  for  one  or  two  hours, 
or  until  a  medical  man  has  pro- 
nounced that  life  is  extinct.     Ef- 
forts to  promote  warmth  and  cir- 
culation, beyond  removing  the  wet 
clothes  and  drying  the  skin,  must 
not  be  made  until  the  first  appear- 
ance of  natural  breathing.      For 
if  circulation  of  the  blood  be  in- 
duced before  breathing  has  recom- 
menced the  restoration  to  life  will 
be  endangered. 

TO   RESTORE   BREATHING. 

Place  the  patient  on  the  floor 
or  ground  with  the  face  downward 
and   one  of  the   arms   under  the 
forehead   (Illustration  No.   1),   in 
which  position  all  fluids  will  more 
readily  escape  iby  the  mouth,  and 
the  tongue  itself  will  fall  forward, 
leaving  the  entrance  into   the  windpipe  free. 
Assist  this  operation  by  wiping  and  cleansing 
the    mouth.       If    satisfactory    breathing   com- 
mences, use  the  treatment  prescribed  below  to 
promote  warmth. 

If  there  be  only  slight  breathing  or  no  breath- 
ing, or  if  the  breathing  fail,  then,  to  excite 
breathing,  turn  the  patient  well  and  instantly 
on  the  side  (Illustration  No.  2),  supporting  the 
head,  and  excite  the  nostrils  with  snuff,  harts- 
horn, and  smelling  salts,  or  tickle  the  throat 
with  a  feather,  if  they  are  at  hand.  Rub  the 
chest  and  face  warm,  and  dash  cold  water,  or 
coJd  and  hot  water  alternately,  on  them. 

If  there  be  no  success,  lose  not  a  moment,  but 


AT  this  season,  when  accidents  in  boating 
and  bathing  will  frequently  occur,  it  may 
be  useful  for  us  to  publish,  with  the  necessary 
illustrations,  the  text  of  those  instructions  for 
the  revival  of  persons  apparently  drowned,  which 
the  British  Royal  National  Life-boat  Institution 
has  lately  compiled.  The  Board  of  Admiralty 
and  the  Controller  of  the  Coast-guard  Pre- 
ventive Service  -have  each  ordered  a  large  num- 
ber of  copies  to  be  distributed  among  the  sea- 
men of  the  British  Navy  and  those  of  the  Coast- 
guard respectively.  The  leading  princij)les  of 
this  method  are  founded  upon  those  prescribed 
by  the  late  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  combined  with 
those  of  Dr.  H.  R.  Silvester,  but  modified  or 
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instantly — to  imitate  breathing — 
replace  the  patient  on  the  fiice, 
raising  and  supporting  tlic  chest 
well  on  a  folded  coat  or  other  ar- 
ticle of  dress.  Turn  the  body  very 
gently  on  the  side  and  a  little  be- 
yond, and  then  briskly  on  the  face, 
back  again,  repeating  these  meas- 
ures cautiously,  efficiently,  and 
perseveringly  about  fifteen  times 
in  the  minute,  or  once  every  four 
or  five  seconds,  occasionally  vary- 
ing the  side.  On  each  occasion 
that  the  body  is  replaced  on  the 
face  make  uniform  but  efficient 
pressure  with  brisk  movement  on 
the  back  between  and  below  the 
shoulder-blades  or  bones  on  each 
^side  (I/histration  No.  1),  removing 
the  pressure  immediately  before 
turning  the  body  on  the  side.  ^ 

During  the  whole  operation  let    r 
one  person   attend  solely  to   the    " 
movements  of  the  head  and  of  the     > 
arm  placed  under  it.     While  the    c 
above   operations   are    being   pro-    >^ 
ceeded   with   diy   the   hands   and    ^ 
feet,  and  as  soon  as  dry  clothing  or    '^ 
blankets  can  be  procured  strip  the 
body  and   cover  or  gradually  re- 
clothe  it,  but  taking  care  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  efforts  to  restore 
breathing. 

Should  these  efforts  not  prove 
successful  in  the  course  of  from 
two  to  five  minutes,  proceed  to 
imitate  breathing  as  follows  :  Place 
the  patient  on  the  back  on  a  flat 
surface,  inclined  a  little  upward 
from  the  feet ;  raise  and  support 
the  head  and  shoulders  on  a  small 
firm  cushion  or  folded  article  of 
dress  placed  under  the  shoulder- 
blades.  (IlhistratJon'No.  S.)  Draw 
forward  the  ])atient's  tongue,  and 
keep  it  projecting  beyond  the  lij)S  : 
an  elastic  band  over  the  tongue  and 
under  the  chin  will  answer  this  pur- 
pose, or  a  piece  of  string  or  tape  may  be  tied 
round  them,  or  l>y  raising  the  lower  jaw  the 
teeth  may  be  made  to  retain  the  totigue  in  that 
position.  Remove  all  tight  clothing  from  about 
the  neck  and  chest,  especially  the  braces. 

In'order  to  imitate  the  movement  of  breath- 
ing take  your  place  at  the  patient's  head,  grasp 
the  arms  just  above  the  elbows,  and  draw  the 
arms  gently  and  steadily  upward  above  the  head 
and  keep  them  stretched  ii))ward  for  two  seconds. 
(^Illiistrdtion  No.  4.)  By  this  means  air  is  drawn 
into  the  lungs.  Then  turn  down  the  patient's 
arms  and  })ress  them  gently  and  firmly  for  two 
seconds  aiiainst  the  sides  of  tlie  chest.  By  tiiis 
means  air  is  pressed  out  of  the  lungs.  Repeat 
the  measures  alternately,  deliberately,  and  per- 
severingly about  fifteen  times  in  a  minute  until 
a  spontaneous  effort  to  respire  is  ])erceived,  im- 


mediately upon  wiiich  cease  to  imitate  the  mow- 
ments  of  breathing  and  proceed  to  induce  circu- 
lation and  warmth. 

AFTER  BREATHING  HAS  BEEN  RESTORED. 

Commence  rulibing  the  limbs  upward,  with 
firm,  grasping  pressure  and  energy,  using  hand- 
kerchiefs, flannels,  etc.  :  by  this  measure  the 
blood  is  propelled  along  the  veins  toward  the 
heart.  The  friction  must  bo  continued  under 
the  blanket  or  over  the  dry  clothing.  Promote 
the  warmth  of  the  body  by  the  ap])lication  of  hot 
flannels,  bottles,  or  bladders  of  hot  water,  heated 
bricks,  etc.,  to  the  ])it  of  the  stomach,  the  arm- 
pits, between  the  thighs,  and  to  the  soles  of  the 
feet.  If  the  patient  has  been  carried  to  a  house 
after  respiration  has  been  restored,  be  carefid  to 
let  the  air  play  freely  about  the  room.  On  the 
restoration  of  life  a  tea-spoonful  of  warm  water 
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Illustration  No.  3. 


should  be  given  ;  and  then,  if  the  power  of  swal- 
lowing have  returned,  small  quantities  of  wine, 
warm  brandy-and-water,  or  coffee  sliould  be  ad- 
ministered. The  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed, 
and  a  disposition  to  sleep  encouraged. 

APPEARANCES   ACCOMPANYING    DEATH. 

Breathing  and  the  heart's  action  cease  entire- 
ly ;  the  eyelids  are  generally  half  closed,  the  pu- 
pils dilated,  tlie  jaws  clenched,  the  fingers  semi- 
contracted,  the  tongue  approaches  to  the  under 
edges  of  the  lips,  and  these,  as  well  as  the  nos- 
trils, are  covered  with  a  frothy  mucus.  Coldness 
and  pallor  of  surface  increase- 


CAUTIONS. 

Prevent  unnecessary  crowdingof  persons  round 
the  body,  especially  if  in  an  apartment  or  con- 
fined space. 

Avoid  rough  usage,  and  do  not  allow  the  body 
to  remain  on  the  back  unless  the  tongue  is  se- 
cured. 

Under  no  circumstance  hold  the  body  up  by 
the  feet. 

On  no  account  place  the  body  in  a  warm  bath, 
unless  under  medical  direction,  and  even  then 
it  should  only  be  employed  as  a  momentary  ex- 
citant. 


I/.LL'5i  RATION    No.    4. 
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AT  THE  BAB. — [SEE  CHAPTER  VI  ] 

OUR   MUTUAL  FEIEND. 

BY  CHARLES  DICKENS. 

IN  FOUR  BOOKS.-BOOK  THE  FIRST.    THE  CUP  AND  THE  LIP. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

MR.   BOFFIN    IN   CONSULTATION. 

WHOSOEVER  liiul  Rone  out  of  Fleet  Street 
into  the  Temple  nt  the  date  of  this  his- 
tory, and  had  wandered  disconsolate  about  the 
Temple  until  he  stimibled  on  a  dismal  church- 
yard, and  had  looked  up  at  the  dismal  windows 
commanding  that  church-yard  until  at  the  most 
dismal  window  of  them  all  he  saw  a  dismal  boy, 
would  in  him  have  beheld,  at  one  prand  com- 
prehensive swoop  of  the  eye,  the  managing  clerk, 


junior  clerk,  common-law  clerk,  conveyancing 
clerk,  chancery, clerk,  every  refinement  and  de- 
partment of  clerk,  of  Mr.  Mortimer  Liphrwood. 
erewhile  called  in  the  newspapers  eminent  so- 
licitor. 

Mr.  Boffin  liavinp  been  several  times  in  com- 
munication with  this  clerkly  cssoncc.  botli  on 
its  own  pround  and  at  the  Bower,  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  identify inp  it  when  he  saw  it  up  in  its 
dusty  eyrie.  To  the  second  floor  on  Avhich  the 
wiiulow  was  situated,  he  ascended,  much  pro- 
occui)ied  in  mind  by  the  uncertainties  besetting 
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the  Roman  Empire,  and  much  regretting  the 
death  of  the  amiable  Pertinax :  who  only  last 
night  had  left  the  im]jerial  affairs  in  a  state  of 
great  confusion,  by  falling  a  victim  to  the  fury 
of  the  pretorian  guards. 

"Morning,  morning,  morning!"  said  Mr.  Bof- 
fin, with  a  wave  of  his  hand,  as  the  office-door 
was  opened  by  the  dismal  boy,  whose  appropri- 
ate name  was  Blight.     "  Governor  in  ?" 

"Mr.  Lightwood.  gave  you  an  appointment, 
Sir,  I  think  ?" 

"I  don'twant  him  to  give  it,  you  know,"  re- 
turned Mr.  Boffin  ;  "I'll  pay  my  way,  my  boy." 

"No  doubt.  Sir.     Would  you  walk  in?     Mr. 


Lightwood  ain't  in  at  the  present  moment,  but 
I  expect  him  back  very  shortly.  Would  you 
take  a  seat  in  Mr.  Lightwood's  room.  Sir,  while 
I  look  over  our  A])pointment  Book?"  Young 
Blight  made  a  great  show  of  fetching  from  his 
desk  a  long  thin  manuscript  volume  with  a  brown 
paper  cover,  and  running  his  finger  down  the 
day's  aj)pointments,  murmuring,  "Mr.  Aggs, 
Mr.  Baggs,  Mr.  Caggs,  Mr.  Daggs,  Mr.  Faggs, 
Mr.  Gaggs,  Mr.  Boffin.  Yes,  Sir;  quite  right. 
You  are  a  little  before  your  time,  Sir.  Mr. Light- 
wood  will  be  in  directly." 

"Fm  not  in  a  hurry,"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

"Thank  you,  Sir.     I'll  take  the  opportunity, 
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if  you  please,  of  entering  your  name  in  our  Call- 
ers' Book  for  the  day."  Young  Blight  made  an- 
other great  show  of  changing  the  volume,  taking 
uj)  a  ])en,  sucking  it,  dii)i)ing  it,  nnd  running  over 
previous  entries  before  he  wrote.  As,  "Mr.  Al- 
lev,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Galley,  Mr.  l)allcy,Mr.  Fal- 
leV.  ]Mr.  Gallev,  Mr.  Ilalley,  Mr.  Lalley,  Mr. 
Malley.     And  Mr.  Boflin." 

''Strict  system  here;  eh,  my  lad?"  said  Mr. 
Boffin,  as  he  was  booked. 

'"■Yes,  Sir,"  returned  the  boy.  "I  couldn't  get 
on  without  it." 

By  which  he  probably  meant  that  his  mind 
would  have  been  shattered  to  ]neces  without 
this  fiction  of  an  occuj)ation.  Wearing  in  his 
solitary  confinement  no  fetters  that  he  could 
polish,  and  being  provided  with  no  drinking- 
cup  that  he  could  carve,  he  had  fallen  on  the 
device  of  ringing  alphabetical  changes  into  the 
two  volumes  in  question,  or  of  entering  vast 
numbers  of  persons  out  of  the  Directory  as  trans- 
acting business  with  Mr.  Lightwood.  It  was  the 
more  necessary  for  his  spirits,  because,  being  of 
a  sensitive  temperament,  he  was  apt  to  consider 
it  personally  disgraceful  to  himself  that  his  mas- 
ter had  no  clients. 

"How  long  have  you  been  in  the  law,  now?" 
a.^ked  IMr.  Boffin,  with  a  pounce,  in  his  usual 
inquisitive  way. 

"I've  been  in  the  law,  now.  Sir,  about  three 
years." 

"Must  have  been  as  good  as  born  in  it!"  said 
jNIr.  Boffin,  with  admiration.     "  Do  you  like  it  ?" 

"I  don't  mind  it  much,"  returned  Young 
Blight,  heaving  a  sigh,  as  if  its  bitterness  were 
}iast. 

"What  wages  do  you  get  ?" 

"Half  what  I  could  wish,"  replied  young 
Blight. 

"What's  the  whole  that  you  could  wish?" 

"  Fifteen  shillings  a  week,"  said  the  boy. 

"x\bout  how  long  might  it  take  you  now,  at 
a  average  rate  of  going,  to  be  a  Judge  ?"  asked 
Mr.  Boffin,  after  surveying  his  small  stature  in 
bilence. 

The  boy  answered  that  he  had  not  yet  quite 
worked  out  that  little  calculation. 

"I  suppose  there's  nothing  to  prevent  your 
going  in  for  it?"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

The  boy  virtually  replied  that  as  he  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  Briton  who  never  never  never, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  his  going  in  for  it. 
Yet  he  seemed  iuclined  to  susj)cct  that  there 
might  be  something  to  prevent  his  coming  out 
with  it. 

"Would  a  couple  of  pound  helj)  vou  up  at 
all?"  asked  Mr.  Boffin. 

On  this  head,  young  Blight  had  no  doubt 
whatevsr,  so  Mr.  Boffin  made  him  a  present  of 
that  sum  of  money,  and  thanked  him  for  his  at- 
tention to  his  (Mr.  Boffin's)  affairs;  which,  he 
added,  were  now,  he  believed,  as  good  as  settled. 

Then  Mr.  Boffin,  with  his  stick  at  his  car, 
like  a  Familiar  Spirit  explaining  the  office  to 
him,   sat  staring   at   a  little   book-case  of  Law 


Practice  and  Law  Reports,  and  at  a  window, 
and  at  an  empty  blue  bag,  and  at  a  stick  of  seal- 
ing-wax, and  a  jien,  and  a  box  of  wafers,  and  an 
apple,  and  a  writing-pad — all  very  dusty — and 
at  a  number  of  inky  smears  and  blots,  and  at  an 
imi)erfcctly-disguised  gun-case  pretending  to  be 
something  legal,  and  at  an  iron  box  labeled 
Harmon  Estati:,  until  Mr.  Lightwood  a])i)eared. 

Mr.  Lightwood  ex])lained  that  he  came  from 
the  proctor's,  with  whom  he  had  been  engaged 
in  transacting  Mr.  Boffin's  affairs. 

"And  they  seem  to  have  taken  a  deal  out  of 
you !"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  with  commiseration. 

Mr.  Lightwood,  without  explaining  that  his 
weariness  was  chronic,  ])roceeded  with  his  expo- 
sition that,  all  forms  of  law  having  been  at  length 
complied  with,  will  of  Harmon  deceased  having 
been  proved,  death  of  Harmon  next  inheriting 
having  been  ]irovc(l,  etc.  and  so  forth,  Court  of 
Chancery  having  been  moved,  etc.  and  so  forth, he, 
Mr.  Lightwood,  had  now  the  great  gratification, 
honor,  and  happiness,  again  etc.  and  so  forth, 
of  congratulating  Mr.  Boffin  on  coming  into 
possession,  as  residuary  legatee,  of  upward  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  standing  in  the 
books  of  the  Governor  and  Comj)any  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  again  etc.  and  so  forth. 

"  And  what  is  particularly  eligible  in  the  prop- 
erty Mr.  Boffin,  is,  that  it  involves  no  trouble. 
There  are  no  estates  to  manage,  no  rents  to  re- 
turn so  much  per  cent,  upon  in  bad  times  (which 
is  an  extremely  dear  way  of  getting  your  name 
into  the  newspapers),  no  voters  to  become  par- 
boiled in  hot  water  with,  no  agents  to  take  the 
cream  oif  the  milk  before  it  comes  to  table.  You 
could  put  the  whole  in  a  cash-box  to-morrow 
morning,  and  take  it  with  you  to — say,  to  the 
Rocky  jNIountains.  Inasmuch  as  every  man," 
concluded  Mr.  Lightwood,  with  an  indolent 
smile,  "appears  to  be  under  a  fatal  sj)cll  which 
obliges  him,  sooner  or  later,  to  mention  the 
Rocky  Mountains  in  a  tone  of  extreme  famil- 
iarity to  some  other  man,  I  hope  you'll  excuse 
my  ])ressing  you  into  the  service  of  that  gigantic 
range  of  geograi)hical  bores." 

Without  following  this  last  remark  very  close- 
ly, Mr.  Boffin  cast  his  perplexed  gaze  first  at 
the  ceiling,  and  then  at  the  carpet. 

"Well,"  he  remarked,  "I  don't  know  what 
to  say  about  it,  I  am  sure.  I  was  a'most  as  well 
as  I  was.     It's  a  great  lot  to  take  care  of." 

"  ^ly  dear  Mr.  Boffin,  then  don't  take  care  of 
it!" 

"Eh?"  said  that  gentleman. 

"  S])eaking  now,"  returned  Mortimer,  "with 
the  irresj)onsil)le  imbecility  of  a  })rivate  indi- 
vidual, antl  not  with  tlie  ])rofun(lity  of  a  ])r()fes- 
.«+u.)nal  advisor,  I  should  say  that  if  the  circum- 
stance of  its  being  too  much  weighs  u))on  your 
minil,  you  liave  the  haven  of  consolation  open 
to  you  that  you  can  easily  make  it  less.  And  if 
you  should  be  apprehensive  of  the  trouble  of  do- 
ing so,  there  is  the  further  haven  of  consolation 
that  any  number  of  people  will  take  the  trouble 
oil'  vour  hamls." 
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"Well!  I  don't  quite  see  it,"  retorted  Mr. 
Boffin,  still  ])erj)lt'xed.  "That's  not  satisfac- 
tory, you  know,  what  you're  a-saying." 

"  Is  Any  tiling  satisfactory,  Mr.  Boffin  ?"  asked 
Mortimer,  raising  his  eyebrows. 

"I  used  to  find  it  so,"  answered  Mr.  Boffin, 
with  a  wistful  look.  "While  I  was  foreman  at 
the  Bower — afore  it  was  the  Bower — I  consid- 
ered the  business  very  satisfactory.  The  old 
man  was  a  awful  Tartar  (saying  it,  I'm  sure, 
without  disrespect  to  his  memory)  but  the  busi- 
ness was  a  pleasant  one  to  look  after,  from  be- 
fore daylight  to  past  dark.  It's  a.'most  a  pity," 
said  Mr.  Boffin,  rubbing  his  ear,  "  that  he  ever 
went  and  made  so  much  money.  It  would  have 
been  better  for  him  if  he  hadn't  so  given  him- 
self up  to  it.  You  may  depend  ujjon  it,"  making 
the  discovery  all  of  a  sudden,  "that  he  found 
it  a  great  lot  to  take  care  of  I" 

Mr.  Lightwood  coughed,  not  convinced. 

"And  speaking  of  satisfactory,"  pursued  Mr. 
Boffin,  "why.  Lord  save  us!  when  we  come  to 
take  it  to  pieces,  bit  by  bit,  where's  the  satis- 
factoriness  of  the  money  as  yet?  When  the  old 
man  does  right  tlie  poor  boy  after  all,  the  poor 
boy  gets  no  good  of  it.  He  gets  made  away  with, 
at  the  moment  when  he's  lifting  (as  one  may  say) 
the  cup  and  sarser  to  his  lips.  Mr.  Lightwood, 
I  will  now  name  to  you,  that  on  behalf  of  the 
poor  dear  boy,  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  have  stood 
out  against  the  old  man  times  out  of  number, 
till  he  has  called  us  every  name  he  could  lay  his 
tongue  to.  I  have  seen  him,  after  Mrs.  Boffin 
has  given  him  her  mind  respecting  the  claims  of 
the  nat'ral  affections,  catch  off  Mrs.  Boffin's 
bonnet  (she  wore,  in  general,  a  black  straw, 
perched  as  a  matter  of  convenience  on  the  top 
of  her  head),  and  send  it  spinning  across  the 
yard.  I  have  indeed.  And  once,  when  he  did 
this  in  a  manner  that  amounted  to  personal,  I 
sliould  have  given  him  a  rattler  for  himself,  if 
Mrs.  Boffin  hadn't  thrown  herself  betwixt  us, 
and  received  flush  on  the  temple.  Which  dropped 
her,  Mr.  Lightwood.     Drojjped  her." 

Mr.  Lightwood  murmured  "Equal  honor — 
Mrs.  Bolfiu's  head  and  heart." 

"  You  understand  :  I  name  this,"  pursued  Mr. 
Boffin,  "  to  show  you,  now  the  affairs  are  wound 
up,  that  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  have  ever  stood,  as 
we  were  in  Christian  honor  bound,  the  chil- 
dren's friend.  Me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  stood  the  poor 
girl's  friend  ;  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  stood  the  poor 
boy's  friend  ;  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  up  and  faced 
the  old  man  when  we  momently  expected  to  be 
turned  out  for  our  pains.  As  to  Mrs.  Boffin," 
said  Mr.  Boffin,  lowering  his  voice,  "she 
mightn't  wish  it  mentioned  now  she's  Fashion- 
able, but  she  went  so  far  as  to  tell  him,  in  my 
presence,  he  was  a  flinty-hearted  rascal." 

Mr.  Lightwood  murmured  "Vigorous  Saxon 
spirit — Mrs.  Boffin's  ancestors — bowmen — Agin- 
court  and  Cressy." 

"The  last  time  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  saw  the 
poor  boy,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  warming  (as  fat 
usually  docs)  with  a  tendency  to  melt,  "he  was 


a  child  of  seven  year  old.  For  when  he  come 
back  to  make  intercession  for  his  sister,  me  and 
Mrs.  Boffin  were  away  overlooking  a  country 
contract  which  was  to  be  sifted  before  carted, 
and  he  was  come  and  gone  in  a  single  hour.  I 
say  he  was  a  child  of  seven  year  old.  He  was 
going  away,  all  alone  and  forlorn,  to  that  for- 
eign school,  and  he  come  into  our  place,  situate 
up  the  yard  of  the  present  Bower,  to  have  a  warm 
at  our  fire.  There  was  his  little  scanty  travel- 
ing clothes  upon  him.  There  was  his  little  scanty 
box  outside  in  the  shivering  wind,  which  I  was 
going  to  carry  for  him  down  to  the  steamboat, 
as  the  old  man  wouldn't  hear  of  allowing  a  six- 
pence coach-money.  Mrs.  Boflin,  then  quite  a 
young  woman  and  a  ])ictur  of  a  full-blown  rose, 
stands  him  by  her,  kneels  down  at  the  fire,  warms 
her  two  open  hands,  and  falls  to  rubbing  his 
cheeks :  but  seeing  the  tears  come  into  the 
child's  eyes,  the  tears  come  fast  into  her  own, 
and  she  holds  him  round  the  neck,  like  as  if  she 
was  protecting  him,  and  cries  to  me,  '  I'd  give 
the  wide  wide  world,  I  would,  to  run  away  with 
him  !'  I  don't  say  but  what  it  cut  me,  and  but 
what  it  at  the  same  time  heightened  my  feel- 
ings of  admiration  for  Mrs.  Boffin.  The  poor 
child  clings  to  her  for  a  while,  as  she  clings  to 
him,  and  then,  when  the  old  man  calls,  he  says 
'I  must  go!  God  bless  you  I'  and  for  a  mo- 
ment rests  his  heart  against  her  bosom,  and 
looks  up  at  both  of  us,  as  if  it  was  in  pain — in 
agony.  Such  a  look !  I  went  aboard  with  him 
(I  gave  him  first  what  little  treat  I  thought  he'd 
like),  and  I  left  him  when  he  had  fallen  asleep 
in  his  berth,  and  I  came  back  to  Mrs.  Boffin. 
But  tell  her  what  I  would  of  how  I  had  left  him, 
it  all  went  for  nothing,  for,  according  to  her 
thoughts,  he  never  changed  that  look  that  he 
had  looked  up  at  us  two.  But  it  did  one  piece 
of  good.  Mrs.  Boffin  and  me  had  no  child  of 
our  own,  and  had  sometimes  wished  that  how  we 
had  one.  But  not  now.  '  We  might  both  of  us 
die,'  says  Mrs.  Boffin,  '  and  other  eyes  might  see 
that  lonely  look  in  our  child.'  So  of  a  night, 
when  it  was  very  cold,  or  when  the  wind  roared, 
or  the  rain  dripped  heavy,  she  Avould  wake  sob- 
bing, and  call  out  in  a  fluster,  'Don't  you  see 
the  poor  child's  face  ?  O  shelter  the  poor  child !' 
— till  in  course  of  years  it  gently  wore  out,  as 
many  things  do." 

"My  dear  Mr.  Boffin,  every  thing  wears  to 
rags,"  said  Mortimer,  with  a  light  laugh. 

"I  won't  go  so  far  as  to  say  every  thing,"  re- 
turned Mr.  Boffin,  on  whom  his  manner  seemed 
to  grate,  "because  there's  some  things  that  I 
never  found  among  the  dust.  Well,  Sir.  So 
Mjs.  Boffin  and  me  grow  older  and  older  in  iha 
old  man's  service,  living  and  woiking  i)retty 
hard  in  it,  till  the  old  man  is  discovered  dead  in 
his  bed.  Then  Mrs.  Boffin  and  me  seal  up  his 
box,  always  standing  on  the  table  at  the  side  of 
his  })ed,  and  having  frequently  heerd  tell  of  the 
Temple  as  a  spot  where  lawyers'  dust  is  contract- 
ed for,  I  come  down  here  in  search  of  a  lawyer 
to  advise,  and  I  see  your  young  man  up  at  this 
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present  elevation,  clioi)i)ing  at  the  flies  on  tlie 
window-sill  witli  his  penknife,  and  I  give  him  a 
Iloy  !  not  then  having  the  })leasnre  of  your  ac- 
ciiuiintance,  and  by  tliat  means  come  to  gain  the 
honor.  Then  you,  and  the  gentleman  in  the  un- 
comfortable neckcloth  under  the  little  archway 
in  Saint  Paul's  Ciiurch-yard — " 

"Doctors'  Commons,"  observed  Lightwood. 

"I  understood  it  was  another  name,"  said 
Mr.  Boffin,  pausing,  "  but  you  know  best.  Then 
you  and  Doctor  Scommons,  you  go  to  work,  and 
you  do  the  thing  that's  jjroper,  and  you  and  Doc- 
tor S.  take  steps  for  finding  out  the  poor  boy, 
and  at  last  you  do  find  out  the  poor  boy,  and  me 
and  Mrs.  Boffin  often  exchange  the  observation, 
'We  shall  see  him  again,  under  happy  circum- 
stances.' But  It  was  never  to  be;  and  the  want 
of  satisfactoriness  is,  that  after  all  the  money 
never  gets  to  him." 

"But  it  gets,"  remarked  Lightwood,  with  a 
languid  inclination  of  the  head,  "into  excellent 
hands." 

"  It  gets  into  the  hands  of  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin 
only  this  very  day  and  hour,  and  that's  what  I 
am  working  round  to,  having  waited  for  this 
day  and  hour  a'  purpose.  Mr.  Lightwood,  here 
has  been  a  wicked  cruel  murder.  By  that  mur- 
der me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  mysteriously  })rofit.  For 
the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  murder- 
er, we  offer  a  reward  of  one  tithe  of  tlie  property 
— a  reward  of  Ten  Thousand  Pound.'' 

"Mr.  Boffin,  it's  too  much." 

"Mr.  Lightwood,  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  have 
fixed  the  sum  together,  and  we  stand  to  it." 

"But  let  me  represent  to  you,"  returned 
Lightwood,  "speaking  now  with  professional 
profundity,  and  not  with  individual  imbecility, 
that  the  offer  of  such  an  immense  reward  is  a 
temptation  to  forced  suspicion,  forced  construc- 
tion of  circumstances,  strained  accusation,  a 
whole  tool-box  of  edged  tools." 

"Well,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  a  little  staggered, 
"that's  the  sum  we  put  o'  one  side  for  the  purpose. 
Whether  it  shall  be  openly  declared  in  the  new 
noticesthat  must  now  be  put  about  in  our  names — " 

"  In  your  name,  Mr.  Boffin  ;  in  your  name." 

"Very  well ;  in  my  name,  which  is  the  same 
as  Mrs.  Boffin's,  and  means  both  of  us,  is  to  be 
considered  in  drawing  'em  up.  But  this  is  the 
first  instruction  that  I,  as  the  owner  of  tlie  prop- 
erty, give  to  my  lawyer  on  coming  into  it." 

"Your  lawyer,  Mr.  Boffin,"  returned  Light- 
wood,  making  a  very  short  note  of  it  with  a  very 
rusty  ])en,  "has  the  gratification  of  taking  the 
instruction.     There  is  another  ?" 

"There  is  just  one  other,  and  no  more.  Make 
me  as  compact  a  little  will  as  can  be  reconciled 
with  tightness,  leaving  the  whole  of  the  j)roperty 
to  '  my  beloved  wife,  Ilenerietty  Boffin,  sole  ex- 
ecutrix.' Make  it  as  short  as  you  can,  using 
those  words  ;   but  make  it  tight." 

At  some  loss  to  fathom  Mr.  Boffin's  notions 
of  a  tight  will,  Lightwood  felt  liis  way. 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  but  professional  profun- 
ditv  must  be  exact.     When  vou  sav  tight — '' 


"I  mean  tight,"  Mr.  Boffin  exjilained. 

"Exactly  so.  And  nothing  can  be  more 
laudable.  But  is  the  tightness  to  bind  Mrs. 
Boffin  to  any  and  what  conditions?" 

"  Bind  Mrs.  Boffin  ?"  interposed  her  husband. 
"No!  What  are  you  thinking  of!  What  I 
want  is,  to  make  it  all  hers  so  tight  as  that  her 
hold  of  it  can't  be  loosed." 

"Hers  freely,  to  do  what  she  likes  with? 
Hers  absolutely?" 

"  Absolutely  ?"  repeated  Mr.  Boffin,  with  a 
short  sturdy  laugh.  "Hah!  I  should  think 
so!  It  would  be  handsome  in  me  to  begin  to 
bind  Mrs.  Boffin  at  this  time  of  day!" 

So  that  instruction,  too,  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Lightwood ;  and  Mr.  Lightwood,  having  taken 
it,  was  in  the  act  of  showing  Mr.  Boffin  out, 
when  Mr.  Eugene  Wrayburn  almost  jostled  him 
in  the  doorway.  Consequently  Mr.  Lightwood 
said,  in  his  cool  manner,  "Let  me  make  you 
two  known  to  one  another,"  and  further  signi- 
fied that  Mr.  Wrayburn  was  counsel  learned  in 
the  law,  and  that,  partly  in  the  way  of  business 
and  partly  in  the  way  of  pleasure,  he  had  im- 
parted to  Mr.  Wrayburn  some  of  the  interesting 
fticts  of  Mr.  Boffin's  biography. 

"Delighted,"  said  Eugene — though  he  didn't 
look  so— "to  know  Mr.  Boffin." 

"Thankee,  Sir,  thankee,"  returned  that  gen- 
tleman.    "And  how  d.oyou  like  the  law?" 

"A — not  particularly,"  returned  Eugene. 

"  Too  dry  for  you,  eh  ?  Well,  I  suppose  it 
wants  some  years  of  sticking  to,  before  you  mas- 
ter it.  But  there's  nothing  like  work.  Look  at 
the  bees." 

"I  beg  your  pardon,"  returned  Eugene,  with 
a  reluctant  smile,  "  but  will  you  excuse  my  men- 
tioning that  I  always  protest  against  being  re- 
ferred to  the  bees?" 

"Do  you!"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

"I  object  on  princi])le,"  said  Eugene,  "as  a 
biped — " 

"As  a  what?"  asked  Mr.  Boffin. 

"As  a  two-footed  creature  ; — I  object  on  prin- 
ciple, as  a  two-footed  creature,  to  being  con- 
stantly referred  to  insects  and  four-footed  creat- 
ures. I  object  to  being  required  to  model  my 
proceedings  according  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
bee,  or  the  dog,  or  the  spider,  or  the  camel.  I 
fully  admit  that  the  camel,  fur  instance,  is  an 
excessively  temperate  person  ;  but  he  has  several 
stomachs  to  entertain  himself  with,  and  I  have 
only  one.  Besides,  I  am  not  fitted  up  with  a 
convenient  cool  cellar  to  keej)  my  drink  in." 

"But  I  said,  you  know,"  urged  Mr.  Boffin, 
rather  at  a  loss  for  an  answer,  "the  bee." 

"Exactlv.  And  mav  I  rci>rescnt  to  vou  that 
it's  injudicious  to  say  the  bee?  For  the  whole 
case  is  assumed.  C-onceding  for  a  moment  that 
there  is  any  analogy  between  a  bee  and  a  man 
in  a  shirt  and  jiantaloons  (which  I  deny),  and 
that  it  is  settled  that  the  man  is  to  learn  from 
the  bee  (which  I  also  deny),  the  question  still  re- 
mains. What  is  he  to  learn?  To  imitate?  Or 
to  avoid?     When  your  fiiciids  tlic  bees  worry 
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themselves  to  that  highly  fluttered  extent  about 
their  sovereign,  and  become  perfectly  distracted 
touching  the  slightest  monarchical  movement, 
are  we  men  to  learn  the  greatness  of  Tuft-hunt- 
ing, or  the  littleness  of  the  Court  Circular?  I 
am  not  clear,  Mr.  Boffin,  but  that  the  hive  may 
be  satirical." 

"At  all  events,  they  work,"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

"Ye-es,"  returned  Eugene,  disparagingly, 
"  they  work ;  but  don't  you  think  they  overdo 
it  ?  They  work  so  much  more  than  they  need — 
they  make  so  much  more  than  they  can  eat — 
they  are  so  incessantly  boring  and  buzzing  at 
their  one  idea  till  Death  comes  upon  them — that 
don't  you  think  they  overdo  it?  And  are  hu- 
man laborers  to  have  no  holidays  because  of 
the  bees?  And  am  I  never  to  have  change  of 
air  because  the  bees  don't  ?  Mr.  Boffin,  I  tliink 
honey  excellent  at  breakfast ;  but,  regarded  in 
the  light  of  my  conventional  schoolmaster  and 
moralist,  I  protest  against  the  tyrannical  hum- 
bug of  your  friend  the  bee.  With  the  highest 
respect  for  you." 

"Thankee,"  said  Mr.  Boffin.  "Morning, 
morning  !" 

But  the  worthy  Mr.  Boffin  jogged  away  with 
a  comfortless  impression  he  could  have  dispensed 
with,  that  there  was  a  deal  of  unsatisfactoriness 
in  the  world,  besides  what  he  had  recalled  as 
appertaining  to  the  Harmon  property.  And  he 
was  still  jogging  along  Fleet  Street  in  this  con- 
dition of  mind,  when  he  became  aware  that  he 
was  closely  tracked  and  observed  by  a,  man  of 
genteel  appearance. 

"Now  then,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  stopping  short, 
with  his  meditations  brought  to  an  abrupt  check, 
"what's  the  next  article?" 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Boffin." 

"My  name  too,  eh?  How  did  you  come  by 
it?     I  don't  know  you." 

"  No,  Sir,  you  don't  know  me." 

Mr.  Boffin  looked  full  at  the  man,  and  the 
man  looked  full  at  him.  "No,"  said  Mr.  Bof- 
fin, after  a  glance  at  the  pavement,  as  if  it  were 
made  of  faces  and  he  were  trying  to  match  the 
man's,  ".I  don't  know  you." 

"I  am  nobody,"  said  the  stranger,  "and  not 
likely  to  be  known  ;  but  Mr.  Boffin's  wealth — " 

"Oh  !  that's  got  about  already,  has  it ?"  mut- 
tered Mr.  Boffin. 

" — And  his  romantic  manner  of  acquiring  it 
make  him  conspicuous.  You  were  pointed  out 
to  me  the  other  day." 

"Well,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  "I  should  say  I  was 
a  disappintment  to  you  wlicn  I  u^ns  pinted  out, 
if  your  politeness  would  allow  you  to  confess  it, 
for  I  am  well  aware  I  am  not  much  to  look  at. 
What  might  you  want  with  me?  Not  in  the 
law,  are  you  ?" 

"No,  Sir." 

"No  information  to  give,  for  a  reward?" 

"No,  Sir." 

There  may  have  been  a  momentary  mantling 
in  the  face  of  the  man  as  he  made  the  last  an- 
swer, but  it  passed  directly. 


"If  I  don't  mistake,  you  have  followed  me 
from  my  lawyer's  and  tried  to  fix  my  attention. 
Say  out!  Have  you?  Or  haven't  you?"  de- 
manded Mr.  Boffin,  rather  angry. 

"Yes." 

"Why  have  you?" 

If  you  will  allow  me  to  walk  beside  you.  Mr. 
Boffin,  I  will  tell  you.  Would  you  object  to  turn 
aside  into  this  place — I  think  it  is  called  Clif- 
ford's Inn — where  we  can  hear  one  another  bet- 
ter than  in  the  roaring  street?" 

("Now,"  thought  Mr.  Boffin,  "if  he  proposes 
a  game  at  skittles,  or  meets  a  country  gentle- 
man just  come  into  property,  or  produces  any 
article  of  jewelry  he  has  found,  I'll  knock  him 
down  !"  With  this  discreet  reflection,  and  car- 
rying his  stick  in  his  arms  much  as  Punch  car- 
ries his,  Mr.  Boffin  turned  into  Clifford's  Inn 
aforesaid.) 

"Mr.  Boffin,  I  happened  to  be  in  Chancery 
Lane  this  morning,  when  I  saw  you  going  along 
before  me.  I  took  the  liberty  of  following  you, 
trying  to  make  up  my  mind  to  speak  to  you,  till 
you  went  into  your  lawyer's.  Then  I  waited 
outside  till  you  came  out." 

("Don't  quite  sound  like  skittles,  nor  yet 
country  gentleman,  nor  yet  jewelry,"  thought 
Mr.  Boffin,  "but  there's  no  knowing.") 

"I  am  afraid  my  object  is  a  bold  one,  I  am 
afraid  it  has  little  of  the  usual  practical  world 
about  it,  but  I  venture  it.  If  you  ask  me,  or  if 
you  ask  yourself — which  is  more  likely — what 
emboldens  me,  I  answer,  I  have  been  strongly 
assured  that  you  are  a  man  of  rectitude  and  plain 
dealing,  with  the  soundest  of  sound  hearts,  and 
that  you  are  blessed  in  a  wife  distinguished  by 
the  same  qualities." 

"Your  information  is  true  of  Mrs.  Boffin,  any- 
how," was  Mr.  Boffin's  answer,  as  he  surveyed 
his  new  friend  again.  There  was  something  re- 
pressed in  the  strange  man's  manner,  and  he 
walked  with  his  eyes  on  the  ground — though 
conscious,  for  all  that,  of  Mr.  Boffin's  observa- 
tion— and  he  spoke  in  a  subdued  voice.  But  his 
words  came  easily,  and  his  voice  was  agreeable 
in  tone,  albeit  constrained. 

"When  I  add,  I  can  discern  for  myself  what 
the  general  tongue  says  of  you — that  you  are 
quite  unspoiled  by  Fortune,  and  not  uplifted — I 
trust  you  will  not,  as  a  man  of  an  open  nature, 
suspect  that  I  mean  to  flatter  you,  but  will  be- 
lieve that  all  I  mean  is  to  excuse  myself,  thcpc 
being  my  only  excuses  for  my  present  intru- 
sion." 

("How  much?"  thought  Mr.  Boffin.  "It 
must  be  coming  to  money.     How  much  ?") 

"You  will  probably  change  your  manner  of 
living,  Mr.  Boffin,  in  your  changed  circum- 
stances. You  will  probably  keep  a  larger 
house,  have  many  matters  to  arrange,  and  be 
beset  by  numbers  of  correspondents.  If  you 
would  try  me  as  your  Secretary — " 

"As  lohatf  cried  Mr.  Boffin,  with  his  eyes 
wide  open. 

"  Your  Secretary." 
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''Well,"  siiid  Mr.  Boffin,  under  his  breath, 
"that's  a  queer  thing!" 

'*  Or,"  pursued  the  stranger,  wondering  at  Mr. 
Boffin's  wonder,  "if  you  would  try  nie  as  your 
man  of  business  under  any  name,  I  know  you 
would  find  me  faithful  and  grateful,  and  I  hope 
you  would  find  me  useful.  You  may  naturally 
think  that  my  immediate  object  is  money.  Not 
HO,  for  I  would  willingly  serve  you  a  year — two 
years — any  term  you  might  appoint — before  that 
should  begin  to  be  a  consideration  between  us.'' 

''Where  do  you  come  from?"  asked  Mr.  Bof- 
fin. 

"I  come,"  returned  the  other,  meeting  his 
eye,  "from  many  countries." 

Mr.  Boffin's  acquaintance  with  the  names  and 
situations  of  foreign  lands  being  limited  in  ex- 
tent and  somewhat  confused  in  quality,  he  shaped 
his  next  question  on  an  elastic  model. 

"From — any  particular  place?" 

"1  have  been  in  many  places." 

"What  have  you  been?"  asked  Mr.  Boffin. 

Here  again  he  made  no  great  advance,  for 
the  reply  was,  "I  have  been  a  student  and  a 
traveler." 

"  But  if  it  ain't  a  liberty  to  plump  it  out,"  said 
Mr.  Boffin,  "what  do  you  do  for  your  living?" 

"I  have  mentioned,"  returned  the  other,  with 
another  look  at  him,  and  a  smile,  "what  I  as- 
]>ire  to  do.  I  have  been  superseded  as  to  some 
^light  intentions  I  had,  and  I  may  say  that  1 
have  now  to  begin  life." 

Not  very  well  knowing  how  to  get  rid  of  this 
a)!])licant,  and  feeling  the  more  embarrassed  be- 
cause his  manner  and  appearance  claimed  a  del- 
icacy in  which  the  worthy  Mr.  Boffin  feared 
he  himself  might  be  deficient,  that  gentleman 
glanced  into  the  mouldy  little  plantation  or  cat- 
preserve,  of  Clifford's  Inn,  as  it  was  that  day, 
in  search  of  a  suggestion.  Sparrows  were  there, 
cats  were  there,  dry-rot  and  wet-rot  were  there, 
but  it  was  not  otherwise  a  suggestive  sjjot. 

"All  this  time,"  said  the  stranger,  producing 
a  little  pocket-book  and  taking  out  a  card,  "I 
have  not  mentioned  my  name.  My  name  is 
Ilokesmith.  I  lodge  at  one  Mr.  Wilfer's,  at  Hol- 
loway." 

Mr.  Boffin  stared  again. 

"  Father  of  Miss  Bella  Wilfer  ?"  said  he. 

'*My  landlord  has  a  daughter  named  Bella. 
Yes ;  no  doubt." 

Now  this  name  had  been  more  or  less  in  Mr. 
Boffin's  thoughts  all  the  morning,  and  for  days 
before  ;   therefore  he  said  : 

"That's  singular,  too  I"  unconsciously  staring 
again,  past  all  bounds  of  good  manners,  with 
(he  card  in  his  hand,  "Though,  by-the-by,  I 
sujipose  it  was  one  of  that  family  that  pinted  me 
out?" 

"No.  I  have  never  been  in  the  streets  with 
one  of  them." 

"  Heard  me  talked  of  among  'em,  though  ?" 

"No.  I  occupy  my  own  rooms,  and  have 
held  scarcelv  any  communication  with  them." 

"  Odder  and  odder!"  said  Mr.  Boffin.    "  Well, 


Sir,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  don't  know  what  to 
say  to  you." 

"Say  nothing,"  returned  Mr.  Rokesmith : 
"allow  me  to  call  on  you  in  a  few  days.  I 
am  not  so  unconscionable  as  to  think  it  likely 
that  you  Avould  accept  me  on  trust  at  first  sight, 
and  take  me  out  of  the  very  street.  Let  me 
come  to  you  for  your  further  opinion,  at  your 
leisure." 

"That's  fair,  and  I  don't  object,"  said  Mr. 
Boffin;  "but  it  must  be  on  condition  that  it's 
fully  understood  that  I  no  more  know  tiiat  I 
shall  ever  be  in  want  of  any  gentleman  as  Secre- 
tary— it  was  Secretary  you  said  ;    wasn't  it?" 

"Yes." 

Again  Mr.  Boffin's  eyes  opened  wide,  and  he 
stared  at  the  apjilicant  from  head  to  foot,  re- 
peating "  Queer! — You're  sure  it  was  Secretary  ? 
Are  you  ?" 

"I  am  sure  I  said  so." 

—  "As  Secretary,"  repeated  Mr.  Boffin,  med- 
itating upon  the  word;  "I  no  more  know  that 
I  may  ever  want  a  Secretary,  or  what  not,  than 
I  do  that  I  shall  ever  be  in  want  of  the  man  in 
the  moon.  Me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  have  not  even 
settled  that  we  shall  make  any  change  in  our 
way  of  life.  INIrs.  Boffin's  inclinations  certain- 
ly do  tend  toward  Fashion ;  but,  being  already 
set  up  in  a  fashionable  way  at  the  Bower,  she 
may  not  make  farther  alterations.  However, 
Sir,  as  you  don't  press  yourself,  I  wish  to  meet 
you  so  far  as  saying,  by  all  means  call  at  the 
Bower  if  you  like.  Call  in  the  course  of  a  week 
or  two.  At  the  same  time,  I  consider  that  I 
ought  to  name,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  al- 
ready named,  that  I  have  in  my  employment  a 
literary  man — with  a  wooden  leg — as  I  have  no 
thoughts  of  parting  from." 

"I  regret  to  hear  I  am  in  some  sort  antici- 
pated," Mr.  Rokesmith  answered,  evidently  hav- 
ing heard  it  with  surprise;  "but  perhaps  other 
duties  might  arise  ?" 

"You  see,"  returned  ]Mr.  Boffin,  with  a  con- 
fidential sense  of  dignity,  "as  to  my  literary 
man's  duties,  they're  clear.  Professionally  he 
declines  and  he  falls,  and  as  a  friend  he  drops 
into  poetry." 

Without  observing  that  these  duties  seemed  by 
no  means  clear  to  JNIr.  Rokcsmith's  astonished 
comprehension,  Mr,  Boffin  went  on  : 

"And  now,  Sir,  I'll  wish  you  good-day.  You 
can  call  at  the  Bower  any  time  in  a  week  or  two. 
It's  not  above  a  mile  or  so  from  you,  and  your 
landlord  con  direct  you  to  it.  But  as  he  may 
not  know  it  by  its  new  name  of  Boffin's  Bower, 
sav,  when  you  inquire  of  him,  it's  Harmon's : 
will  you  ?" ' 

*'  Harmoon's,"  repeated  Mr.  Rokesmith,  seem- 
ing to  have  caught  the  sound  imperfectly,  "Har- 
marn's.     How  do  you  spell  it  ?" 

"  Why,  as  to  the  spelling  of  it,"  returned  Mr. 
Boffin,  with  great  presence  of  mind,  "that's 
you7-  look  out.  Harmon's  is  all  you've  got  to 
say  to  him.  Morning,  morning,  morning  ! "  And 
so  departed,  without  looking  back. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

MR.   AND  MRS.  BOFFIN  IN  CONSULTATION. 

Betaking  himself  straight  homeward,  Mr. 
Roffin,  without  further  let  or  hindrance,  arrived 
at  tiie  Bower,  and  gave  Mrs.  Boffin  (in  a  walk- 
iug-dress  of  black  velvet  and  feathers,  like  a 
mourning  coach-horse)  an  account  of  all  he  had 
said  and  done  since  breakfast. 

*'This  brings  us  round,  my  dear,"  he  then 
pursued,  "to  the  question  we  left  unfinished: 
namely,  whether  there's  to  be  any  new  go-in 
for  Fashion." 

"Now,  ril  tell  you  what  I  want,  Noddy," 
said  Mrs.  Boffin,  smoothing  her  dress  witli  an 
air  of  immense  enjoyment,  "  I  want  Society." 

"Fashionable  Society,  my  dear?" 

"Yes!"  cried  Mrs.  Boffin,  laughing  with  the 
glee  of  a  child.  "  Yes  I  It's  no  good  my  being 
kept  here  like  Wax-Work  ;  is  it  now  ?" 

"People  have  to  pay  to  sec  Wax- Work,  my 
dear,"  returned  her  husband,  "whereas  (though 
you'd  be  cheap  at  the  same  money)  the  neigh- 
bors is  welcome  to  see  you  for  nothing." 

"But  it  don't  answer,"  said  the  cheerful  Mrs. 
Boffin.  "When  we  worked  like  the  neighbors, 
we  suited  one  another.  Now  we  have  left  work 
off,  we  have  left  off  suiting  one  another." 

"What,  do  you  think  of  beginning  work 
again  ?"  Mr.  Boffin  hinted. 

"Out  of  the  question!  We  have  come  into 
a  great  fortune,  and  we  must  do  what's  right  by 
our  fortune  ;  we  must  act  up  to  it." 

Mr.  Boffin,  who  had  a  deep  respect  for  his 
wife's  intuitive  wisdom,  replied,  though  rather 
pensively:  "I  suppose  we  must." 

"It's  never  been  acted  up  to  yet,  and,  conse- 
quently, no  good  has  come  of  it,"  said  Mrs. 
Boffin! 

"True,  to  the  present  time,"  Mr.  Boffin  as- 
sented, with  his  former  pcnsiveness,  as  he  took 
his  seat  upon  his  settle.  "I  hope  good  may  be 
coming  of  it  in  the  future  time.  Toward  w^hich, 
what's  your  views,  old  lady  ?" 

Mrs.  Boffin,  a  smiling  creature,  broad  of  figure 
and  simple  of  nature,  with  her  hands  folded  in 
her  lap,  and  with  buxom  creases  in  her  throat, 
proceeded  to  expound  her  views. 

"/say,  a  good  house  in  a  good  neighborhood, 
good  things  about  us,  good  living,  and  good  so- 
ciety. /  say,  live  like  our  means,  without  ex- 
travagance, and  be  happy." 

"Yes.  /  say  be  haj)py,  too,"  assented  the 
still  pensive  Mr.  Boffin. 

"  Lor-a-mussy !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Boffin,  laugh- 
ing and  clai)ping  her  hands,  and  gayly  rocking 
herself  to  and  fro,  "when  I  think  of  me  in  a 
light  yellow  chariot  and  ]iair,  with  silver  boxes 
to  the  wheels — " 

"  Oh  !  you  was  thinking  of  that,  was  you,  my 
dear?" 

"Yes!"  cried  the  delighted  creature.  "And 
with  a  footman  up  behind,  with  a  bar  across,  to 
keep  his  legs  from  being  poled  !  And  with  a 
coachman  up  in  front,  sinking  down  into  a  seat 


big  enough  for  three  of  him,  all  covered  with 
ui)holstery  in  green  and  white!  And  with  two 
bay  horses  tossing  their  heads  and  stepi)ing  high- 
er than  they  trot  long-ways!  And  with  you 
Aind  me  leaning  back  inside,  as  giand  as  nine- 
pence  !     Oh-h-h-h  My  !     Ha  ha  ha  hu  ha  !" 

Mrs.  Boffin  dapjjed  her  hands  again,  rocked 
herself  again,  beat  her  feet  upon  the  floor,  and 
wi})ed  the  tears  of  laughter  from  her  eyes. 

"And  what,  my  old  lady,"  inquired  Mr.  Bof- 
fin, when  he  also  had  sympathetically  laughed : 
"  what's  your  views  on  the  subject  of  the  Bower  ?" 

"  Shut  it  uj).  Don't  part  with  it,  but  put  some- 
body in  it,  to  keep  it." 

"Any  other  views?" 

"Noddy,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  coming  from  her 
fashionable  sofa  to  his  side  on  the  plain  settle, 
and  hooking  her  comfortable  arm  through  his, 
"  Next  I  think — and  I  really  have  been  think- 
ing early  and  late — of  the  disai)pointed  girl ; 
her  that  was  so  cruelly  disappointed,  you  know, 
both  of  her  husband  and  his  riches.  Don't  you 
think  we  might  do  something  for  her?  Have 
her  to  live  with  us  ?    Or  something  of  that  sort?" 

"  Ne-ver  once  thought  of  the  way  of  doing  it !" 
cried  Mr.  Boffin,  smiting  the  table  in  his  admi- 
ration. "What  a  thinking  steam-ingein  this 
old  lady  is.  And  she  don't  know  how  she  does 
it.     Neither  does  the  ingein  !" 

Mrs.  Boffin  pulled  his  nearest  ear,  in  acknowl- 
edgment of  this  ])iece  of  ])hilosophy,  and  then 
said,  gradually  toning  down  to  a  motherly  strain : 
"Last,  and  not  least,  1  have  taken  a  fancy.  You 
remember  dear  little  John  Harmon,  before  he 
went  to  school  ?  Over  yonder  across  the  yard, 
at  our  fire?  Now  that  he  is  past  all  benefit  of 
the  money,  and  it's  come  to  us,  I  should  like  to 
find  some  orphan  child,  and  take  the  boy  and 
adopt  him  and  give  him  John's  name,  and  pro- 
vide for  him.  Son)ehow,  it  would  make  me 
easier,  I  fancy.     Say  it's  only  a  whim — " 

"  But  I  don't  say  so,"  interjjosed  her  husband. 

"No,  but  deary,  if  you  did — " 

"I  should  be  a  Beast  if  I  did,"  her  husband 
interposed  again. 

" That's  as  much  as  to  say  you  agree?  Good 
and  kind  of  you,  and  like  you,  deary !  And 
don't  you  begin  to  find  it  j)lcasant  now,"  said 
Mrs.  Boffin,  once  more  radiant  in  her  comely 
way  from  head  to  foot,  and  once  more  smooth- 
ing her  dress  with  immense  enjoyment,  "don't 
you  begin  to  find  it  pleasant  already,  to  think 
that  a  child  will  be  made  brighter,  and  better, 
and  happier,  because  of  that  poor  sad  child  that 
day?  And  isn't  it  pleasant  to  know  that  the 
good  will  be  done  with  the  poor  sad  child's  oun 
money?" 

"Yes;  and  it's  pleasant  to  know  that  you  are 
Mrs.  Boffin,"  said  her  husband,  "and  it's  been 
a  pleasant  thing  to  know  this  many  and  many  a 
year!"  It  was  ruin  to  Mrs.  Boffin's  aspirations, 
but,  having  so  spoken,  they  sat  side  by  side,  a 
hopelessly  Unfasliionable  pair. 

These  two  ignorant  and  un[)olishcd  people  had 
guided  themselves  so  far  on  in  their  journey  of 
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life  by  a  i*eli<Tious  sense  of  duty  and  desire  to 
do  right.  Ten  thousand  weaknesses  and  ab- 
surdities might  have  been  detected  in  the  breasts 
of  both;  ten  thousand  vanities  additional,  possi- 
bly, in  tlie  breast  of  the  woman.  But  the  iiard 
wrathful  and  sordid  nature  that  had  wrung  as 
much  work  out  of  them  as  could  be  got  m  their 
best  days,  for  as  little  money  as  could  be  ])aid 
to  hurry  on  their  worst,  had  never  been  so  warp- 
ed but  that  it  knew  their  moral  straightness  and 
respected  it.  In  its  own  despite,  in  a  constant 
conflict  with  itself  and  them,  it  had  done  so. 
And  this  is  the  eternal  law.  For,  Evil  often 
stops  short  at  itself  and  dies  with  the  doer  of  it ; 
but  Good,  never. 

Through  his  most  inveterate  purposes,  the 
dead  Jailer  of  Harmony  Jail  had  known  these 
two  faithful  servants  to  be  honest  and  true. 
"While  he  raged  at  them  and  reviled  them  for 
opposing  him  with  the  speech  of  the  honest  and 
true,  it  had  scratched  his  stony  heart,  and  he 
had  perceived  the  powerlessness  of  all  his  wealth 
to  buy  them  if  he  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
attempt.  So,  even  while  he  was  their  griping 
taskmaster  and  never  gave  them  a  good  word, 
he  had  written  their  names  down  in  his  will. 
So,  even  Avhile  it  was  his  daily  declaration  that 
he  mistrusted  all  mankind — and  sorely  indeed  he 
did  mistrust  all  who  bore  any  resemblance  to 
himself — he  was  as  certain  that  these  two  people, 
surviving  him,  would  be  trust-worthy  in  all  things 
from  the  greatest  to  the  least,  as  he  was  that  he 
must  surely  die. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin,  sitting  side  by  side,  with 
Fashion  Avithdrawnto  an  immeasurable  distance, 
fell  to  discussing  how  they  could  best  find  their 
orphan.  Mrs.  Boffin  suggested  advertisement  in 
the  newspapers,  requesting  orphans  answering 
annexed  description  to  apply  at  the  Bower  on  a 
certain  day  ;  but  Mr,  Boffin  wisely  apprehending 
obstruction  of  the  neighboring  thoroughfares  by 
orphan  swarms,  this  course  was  negatived.  Mrs. 
Boffin  next  suggested  application  to  their  clergy- 
man for  a  likely  orphan.  Mr.  Boffin  thinking 
better  of  this  scheme,  they  resolved  to  call  upon 
the  reverend  gentleman  at  once,  and  to  take  the 
same  opportunity  of  making  acquaintance  with 
Miss  Bella  Wilfer.  In  order  that  these  visits 
might  be  visits  of  state,  Mrs.  Boffin's  equipage 
was  ordered  out. 

This  consisted  of  a  long  hammer-headed  old 
horse,  formerly  used  in  the  business,  attached  to 
a  four-wheeled  chaise  of  the  same  period,  which 
had  long  been  exclusively  used  by  the  Harmony 
Jail  poultry  as  the  favorite  laying-place  of  sev- 
eral discreet  hens.  An  unwonted  application  of 
corn  to  the  horse,  and  of  paint  and  varnish  to 
the  carriage,  when  both  fell  in  as  a  part  of  the 
Boffin  legacy,  had  made  what  Mr.  Boffin  con- 
sidered a  neat  ttn*n-out  of  the  whole ;  and  a 
driver  being  added,  in  the  person  of  a  long  ham- 
mer-headed young  man  who  was  a  very  good 
match  for  the  horse,  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
He,  too,  had  been  formerly  used  in  the  business, 
but  was  now  entombed   by  an  honest  jobbing 


tailor  of  the  district  in  a  perfect  Sepulchre  of 
coat  and  gaiters,  sealed  with  ponderous  buttons. 

Behind  tliis  domestic  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin 
took  their  seats  in  the  back  compartment  of  the 
►vehicle  :  which  was  sufficiently  commodious,  but 
had  an  undignified  and  alarming  tendency,  in 
getting  over  a  rough  crossing,  to  hiccup  itself 
away  from  the  front  compartment.  On  their 
being  descried  emerging  from  the  gates  of  the 
Bower,  the  neighborhood  turned  out  at  door  and 
window  to  salute  the  Boffins.  Among  those  who 
were  ever  and  again  left  behind,  staring  after 
the  equipage,  were  many  youthful  spirits,  who 
hailed  it  in  stentorian  tones  with  such  congratu- 
lations as  "Nod-dy  Bof-fin!"  "  Bof- fin's  mon- 
ey !"  "  Down  with  the  dust,  Bof-fln  !"  and  oth- 
er similar  compliments.  These,  the  hammer- 
headed  young  man  took  in  such  ill  part  that  he 
often  impaired  the  majesty  of  the  progress  by 
pulling  up  short,  and  making  as  though  he  would 
alight  to  exterminate  the  oflenders ;  a  purpose 
from  which  he  only  allowed  himself  to  be  dis- 
suaded after  long  and  lively  arguments  with  his 
employers. 

At  length  the  Bower  district  was  left  behind, 
and  the  peaceful  dwelling  of  the  Reverend  Frank 
Milvey  was  gained.  The  Reverend  Frank  Mil- 
vey's  abode  was  a  very  modest  abode,  because 
his  income  was  a  very  modest  income.  He  was 
officially  accessible  to  every  blundering  old  wo- 
man who  had  incoherence  to  bestow  upon  him, 
and  readily  received  the  Boffins.  He  was  quite 
a  young  man,  expensively  educated  and  wretch- 
edly paid,  with  <iuitc  a  young  wife  and  half  a 
dozen  quite  young  children.  Pie  Avas  under  the 
necessity  of  teaching  and  translating  from  the 
classics  to  eke  out  his  scanty  means,  yet  was 
generally  expected  to  have  more  time  to  spare 
than  the  idlest  person  in  the  parish,  and  more 
money  than  the  richest.  He  accepted  the  need- 
less inequalities  and  inconsistencies  of  his  life, 
with  a  kind  of  conventional  submission  that  was 
almost  slavish ;  and  any  daring  layman  who 
would  have  adjusted  such  burd^is  as  his,  more 
decently  and  graciously,  would  have  had  small 
help  from  him. 

With  a  ready  patient  face  and  manner,  and 
yet  with  a  latent  smile  that  showed  a  quick 
enough  observation  of  Mrs.  Boffin's  dress,  Mv. 
Milvey,  in  his  little  back  room — charged  with 
sounds  and  cries  as  though  the  six  children  above 
were  coming  down  through  the  ceiling,  and  the 
roasting  leg  of  mutton  below  were  coming  np 
through  th;  floor — listened  to  Mrs.  Boffin's  state- 
ment of  her  want  of  an  orphan. 

"I  think,"  said  Mr.  Milvey,  "that  yon  have 
never  had  a  child  of  your  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bofiin?" 

Never. 

"  But,  like  the  Kings  and  Queens  in  the  Fairy 
Tales,  I  suppose  you  have  wished  for  one?" 

In  a  general  way,  yes. 

Mr.  Milvey  smiled  again,  as  he  remarked  to 
himself,  "Those  kings  and  queens  were  always 
wishing  for  children."    It  occurring  to  him,  per- 
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haps,  that  if  they  had  been  Curates,  their  wishes 
might  have  tended  in  the  opposite  direction. 

"I  think,"  he  pursued,  "we  had  better  take 
Mrs.  Milvey  into  our  Council.  She  is  indispens- 
able to  me.     If  you  please,  I'll  call  her." 

So  Mr.  Milvey  called,  "Margaretta,  my  dear!" 
and  Mrs.  Milvey  came  down.  A  pretty,  bright 
little  woman,  something  worn  by  anxiety,  who 
had  repressed  many  pretty  tastes  and  bright  fan- 
cies, and  substituted  in  their  stead  schools,  soup, 
flannel,  coals,  and  all  the  week-day  cares  and 
Sunday  coughs  of  a  large  population,  young  and 
old.  As  gallantly  had  Mr.  Milvey  repressed 
much  in  himself  that  naturally  belonged  to  his 
old  studies  and  old  fellow-students,  and  taken 
up  among  the  poor  and  their  children  with  the 
hard  crumbs  of  life. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin,  my  dear,  whose  good 
fortune  you  have  heard  of." 

Mrs.  Milvey,  with  the  most  unaffected  grace 
in  the  world,  congratulated  them,  and  was  glad 
to  see  them.  Yet  her  engaging  face,  being  an 
open  as  well  as  a  perceptive  one,  was  not  with- 
out her  husband's  latent  smile. 

"  Mrs.  Boffin  wishes  to  adopt  a  little  boy,  my 
dear." 

Mrs.  Milvey,  looking  rather  alarmed,  her  hus- 
band added : 

"An  orphan,  my  dear." 

"Oh!"  said  Mrs.  Milvey,  reassured  for  her 
own  little  boys. 

"And  I  was  thinking,  Margaretta,  that  per- 
haps old  Mrs.  Goody's  grandchild  might  answer 
the  purpose." 

"  Oh  my  dear  Frank !  I  don't  think  that 
would  do !" 

"No?" 

"  Oh  710  r 

The  smiling  Mrs.  Boffin,  feeling  it  incumbent 
on  her  to  take  part  in  the  conversation,  and 
being  charmed  with  the  emphatic  little  wife  and 
her  ready  interest,  here  offered  her  acknowledg- 
ments and  inquired  what  there  was  against 
him  ? 

"I  don't  think,"  said  Mrs.  Milvey,  glancing 
at  the  Reverend  Frank — "and  I  believe  my 
husband  will  agree  with  me  when  he  considers  it 
again — that  you  could  possibly  keep  that  orphan 
clean  from  snuff".  Because  his  grandmother  takes 
so  many  ounces,  and  drops  it  over  him." 

"But  he  would  not  be  living  with  his  grand- 
mother then,  Margaretta,"  said  Mr.  Milvey. 

"No,  Frank,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to 
keep  her  from  Mrs.  Boffin's  house ;  and  the 
7nore  there  was  to  eat  and  drink  there,  the  oftener 
she  would  go.  And  she  is  an  inconvenient  wo- 
man. I  hope  it's  not  uncharitable  to  remember 
that  last  Christmas  Eve  she  drank  eleven  cups 
of  tea,  and  grumbled  all  the  time.  And  she  is 
not  a  grateful  woman,  Frank.  You  recollect  her 
addressing  a  crowd  outside  this  house,  about  her 
wrongs,  when,  one  night  after  we  had  gone  to 
bed,  she  brought  back  the  petticoat  of  new  flan- 
nel that  had  been  given  her,  because  it  was  too 
short." 
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"That's  true,"  said  Mr.  Milvey.  "I  don't 
think  that  would  do.     Would  little  Harrison — " 

"Oh,  Frank!"  remonstrated  his  emphatic 
wife. 

"He  has  no  grandmother,  my  dear." 

"No,  but  I  don't  think  Mrs.  Boffin  would  like 
an  orphan  who  squints  so  vmch.'^ 

"That's  true  again,"  said  Mr.  Milvey,  becom- 
ing haggard  with  perplexity.  "If  a  little  girl 
would  do — " 

"But,  my  dear  Frank,  Mrs.  Boffin  wants  a 
boy." 

"  That's  true  again,"  said  Mr.  Milvey.  "Tom 
Bocker  is  a  nice  boy"  (thoughtfully). 

"But  I  doubt,  Frank,"  Mrs.  Milvey  hinted, 
after  a  little  hesitation,  "if  Mrs.  Boffin  wants 
an  orphan  quite  nineteen,  who  drives  a  cart  and 
waters  the  roads." 

Mr.  Milvey  referred  the  point  to  Mrs.  Boffin  in 
a  look  ;  on  that  smiling  lady's  shaking  her  black 
velvet  bonnet  and  bows,  he  remarked,  in  lower 
spirits,  "That's  true  again." 

"I  am  sure,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  concerned  at 
giving  so  much  trouble,  "that  if  I  had  known 
you  would  have  taken  so  much  pains.  Sir — and 
you  too,  ma'am — I  don't  think  I  would  have 
come." 

"Pm^  don't  say  that!"  urged  Mrs.  Milvey. 

"No,  don't  say  that,"  assented  Mr.  Milvey, 
"  because  we  are  so  much  obliged  to  you  for  giv- 
ing us  the  preference."  Which  Mrs.  Milvey  con- 
firmed ;  and  really  the  kind,  conscientious  couple 
spoke  as  if  they  kept  some  profitable  orphan  ware- 
house and  were  personally  patronized.  "But  it 
is  a  responsible  trust,"  added  Mr.  Milvey,  "and 
difficult  to  discharge.  At  the  same  time,  we  are 
naturally  very  unwilling  to  lose  the  chance  you 
so  kindly  give  us,  and  if  you  could  afl^'ord  us  a 
day  or  two  to  look  about  us — ^j'ou  know,  Marga- 
retta, we  might  carefully  examine  the  work-house, 
and  tholnfant  School,  and  your  District." 

"To  be  swre.'"  said  the  emphatic  little  wife. 

"We  have  orphans,  I  know,"  pursued  Mr. 
Milvey,  quite  with  the  air  as  if  he  might  have 
added,  "in  stock,"  and  (juite  as  anxiously  as  if 
there  were  great  competition  in  the^business  and 
he  were  afraid  of  losing  an  order,  "over  at  the 
clay-pits  ;  but  they  are  employed  by  relations  or 
friends,  and  I  am  afraid  it  would  come  at  last  to 
a  transaction  in  the  way  of  barter.  And  even 
if  you  exchanged  blankets  for  the  child — or 
books  and  firing — it  would  be  impossible  to  pre- 
vent their  being  turned  into  liquor." 

Accordingly,  it  was  resolved  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Milvey  should  search  for  an  orphan  likely 
to  suit,  and  as  free  as  possible  from  the  foregoing 
objections,  and  should  communicate  again  with 
Mrs.  Boffin.  Then  Mr.  Boffin  took  the  liberty 
of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Milvey  that  if  Mr.  Milvey 
would  do  him  the  kindness  to  be  peri)etually  his 
banker  to  the  extent  of  "a  twenty-pound  note 
or  so,"  to  be  expended  Avithout  any  reference  to 
him,  he  would  be  heartily  obliged.  At  this,  both 
Mr.  Milvey  and  Mrs.  Milvey  were  quite  as  much 
pleased  as  if  they  had  no  wants  of  their  own,  but 
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only  knew  what  poverty  was  in  the  persons  of 
oilier  people ;  and  so  the  interview  terminated 
with  satisfaction  and  good  opinion  on  all  sides. 

*'Now,  old  lady,"  said  IMr.  Boffin,  as  they  re- 
snmed  their  seats  behind  the  hammer-headed 
horse  and  man  :  "  having  made  a  very  agreeable 
visit  there,  we'll  try  Wilfer's." 

It  appeared,  on  their  drawing  up  at  tlie  fami- 
ly gate,  that  to  try  Wilfer's  was  a  thing  more 
easily  projected  than  done,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  getting  into  that  establishment ; 
three  pulls  at  the  bell  producing  no  external  re- 
sult, though  each  was  attended  by  audible  sounds 
of  scampering  and  rushing  within.  At  the  fourth 
tug — vindictively  administered  by  the  hammer- 
headed  young  man  —  Miss  Lavinia  appeared, 
emerging  from  the  house  in  an  accidental  man- 
ner, with  a  bonnet  and  parasol,  as  designing  to 
take  a  contemplative  walk.  The  young  lady 
was  astonished  to  find  visitors  at  the  gate,  and 
expressed  her  feelings  in  appropriate  action. 

•'Here's  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Boffin!"  growled  the 
hammer-headed  young  m.an  through  the  bars  of 
the  gate,  and  at  the  same  time  shaking  it,  as  if 
he  were  on  view  in  a  Menagerie  ;  "they've  been 
here  half  an  hour." 

"Who  did  you  say?"  asked  Miss  Lavinia. 

"^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Boffin!"  returned  the  young 
man,  rising  into  a  roar. 

Miss  Lavinia  tripped  up  the  steps  to  the  house- 
door,  tripped  down  the  steps  with  the  key,  tripped 
across  the  little  garden,  and  opened  the  gate. 
"  Please  to  walk  in,"  said  Miss  Lavinia,  haughti- 
ly.     "  Our  servant  is  out." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  complying,  and  pausing 
in  the  little  hall  until  Miss  Lavinia  came  up  to 
show  them  where  to  go  next,  perceived  three 
pairs  of  listening  legs  upon  the  stairs  above. 
Mrs.  Wilfer's  legs,  Miss  Bella's  legs,  Mr.  George 
Sampson's  legs. 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin,  I  think?"  said  Lavinia, 
in  a  warning  voice. 

Strained  attention  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Wilfer's 
legs,  of  jNIiss  Bella's  legs,  of  Mr.  George  Samp- 
son's legs. 

"Yes,  Migs." 

''  If  vou'U  step  this  way — down  these  stairs — 
I'll  let  Ma  know." 

Excited  flight  of  Mrs.  Wilfer's  legs,  of  Miss 
Bella's  legs,  of  Mr.  George  Sampson's  legs. 

After  waiting  some  quarter  of  an  hour  alone 
in  the  family  sitting-room,  which  presented  traces 
of  having  been  so  hastily  arranged  after  a  meal 
that  one  might  have  doubted  whether  it  was 
made  tidy  for  visitors,  or  cleared  for  blindman's- 
buff,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  became  aware  of  the 
entrance  of  Mrs.  Wilfcr,  majestically  faint,  and 
with  a  condescending  stitch  in  iMjr  side:  which 
was  her  company  manner. 

"  Pardon  me,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfcr,  after  the  first 
salutations,  and  as  soon  as  she  had  adjusted  the 
handkerchief  under  her  chin,  and  waved  her 
gloved  hands,  "to  what  am  I  indebted  for  this 
honor?" 

"To  make  short  of  it,  ma'am,"  returned  Mr. 


Boffin,  "perhaps  you  may  be  acquainted  with 
the  names  of  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin,  as  having  come 
into  a  certain  property." 

"I  have  heard,  Sir,"  returned  Mrs.  Wilfer, 
with  a  dignified  bend  of  her  head,  "of  such 
being  the  case." 

"And  I  dare  say,  ma'am,"  pursued  Mr.  Bof- 
fin, while  jNIrs.  Boffin  added  confirmatory  nods 
and  smiles,  "  you  are  not  very  much  inclined  to 
take  kindly  to  us  ?" 

"Pardon  me,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer.  "'Twere 
unjust  to  visit  upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  a  ca- 
lamity which  was  doubtless  a  dispensation.'' 
These  words  were  rendered  the  more  effective 
by  a  serenely  heroic  expression  of  suffering. 

"That's  fairly  meant,  I  am  sure,"  remarked 
the  honest  Mr.  Boffin;  "Mrs.  Boffin  and  me, 
ma'am,  are  plain  people,  and  we  don't  want  to 
pretend  to  any  thing,  nor  yet  to  go  round  and 
round  at  any  thing :  because  there's  always  a 
straight  way  to  every  thing.  Consequently,  we 
make  this  call  to  say,  that  we  shall  be  glad  to 
have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  your  daughter's 
acquaintance,  and  that  we  shall  be  rejiccd  if 
your  daughter  will  come  to  consider  our  house 
in  the  light  of  her  home  equally  with  this.  In 
short,  we  want  to  cheer  your  daughter,  and  to 
give  her  the  opportunity  of  sharing  such  pleas- 
ures as  we  are  a  going  to  take  ourselves.  We 
want  to  brisk  her  up,  and  brisk  her  about,  and 
give  her  a  change." 

"  That's  it!"  said  the  open-hearted  Mrs.  Bof- 
fin.    "Lor!     Let's  be  comfortable." 

Mrs.  Wilfer  bent  her  head  in  a  distant  man- 
ner to  her  lady  visitor,  and  with  majestic  mo- 
notony replied  to  the  gentleman  : 

"  Pardon  me.  I  haA'e  several  daughters. 
Which  of  my  daughters  am  I  to  understand  is 
thus  favored  by  the  kind  intentions  of  ]Mr.  Bof- 
fin and  his  lady  ?" 

"Don't  you  see?"  the  ever-smiling  Mrs.  Bof- 
fin pitt  in.     "Naturally,  Miss  Bella,  you  know." 

"Oh-h!"  said  Mrs.  AVilfer,  with  a  severely 
unconvinced  look.  "My  daughter  Bella  is  ac- 
cessible and  shall  speak  for  herself."  Then  open- 
ing the  door  a  little  way,  simultaneously  with 
a  sound  of  scuttling  outside  it,  the  good  lady 
made  the  proclamation,  "Send  Miss  Bella  to 
me !"  Which  proclamation,  though  grandly 
formal,  and  one  might  almost  say  heraldic,  to 
hear,  was  in  fact  enunciated  with  her  maternal 
eyes  reproachfully  glaring  on  that  young  lady 
in  the  flesh — and  in  so  much  of  it  that  she  was 
retiring  with  difficulty  into  the  small  closet  un- 
der the  stairs,  aj)prehensive  of  the  emergence  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin. 

"The  avocations  of  R.  W.,  my  husband," 
Mrs.  Wilfer  explained,  on  resuming  her  seat, 
"keep  hirii  fully  engaged  in  the  City  at  this 
time  of  the  day,  or  he  would  have  had  the  hon- 
or of  particijiating  in  your  reception  beneath  our 
humble  roof." 

"Very  pleasant  premises!"  said  Mr.  Boffin, 
cheerfully. 

"Pardon  mc,  Sir,"  returned  Mrs. Wilfer,  cor- 
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reeling  him,  "  it  is  the  abode  of  conscious  though 
independent  Poverty." 

Finding  it  rather  difficult  to  pursue  the  con- 
versation down  this  road,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin 
sat  staring  at  mid-air,  and  Mrs.  Wilfer  sat  si- 
lently, giving  them  to  understand  that  every 
breath  she  drew  required  to  be  drawn  with  a 
self-denial  rarely  paralleled  in  history,  until  Miss 
Bella  appeared:  whom  Mrs.  Wilfer  presented, 
and  to  whom  she  explained  the  purpose  of  the 
visitors. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  I  am  sure,"  said 
Miss  Bella,  coldly  shaking  her  curls,  "but  I 
doubt  if  I  have  the  inclination  to  go  out  at  all." 

"Bella !"  Mrs.  Wilfer  admonished  her ;  "Bel- 
la, you  must  conquer  this." 

"Yes,  do  what  your  Ma  says,  and  conquer  it, 
my  dear,"  urged  Mrs.  Boffin,  "  because  Ave  shall 
be  so  glad  to  have  you,  and  because  you  are 
much  too  pretty  to  keep  yourself  shut  up." 
With  that  the  pleasant  creature  gave  her  a  kiss, 
and  patted  her  on  her  dimpled  shoulders ;  Mrs. 
Wilfer  sitting  stiffly  by,  like  a  functionary  pre- 
siding over  an  interview  previous  to  an  execu- 
tion. 

"We  are  going  to  move  into  a  nice  house," 
said  Mrs.  Boffin,  who  was  woman  enough  to 
compromise  Mr.  Boffin  on  that  point,  when  he 
couldn't  very  well  contest  it ;  "  and  we  are  go- 
ing to  set  up  a  nice  carriage,  and  we'll  go  ev- 
ery where  and  see  every  thing.  And  you 
mustn't,"  seating  Bella  beside  her,  and  patting 
her  hand,  "you  mustn't  feel  a  dislike  to  us  to 
begin  with,  because  we  couldn't  help  it,  you 
know,  my  dear." 

With  the  natural  tendency  of  youth  to  yield 
to  candor  and  sweet  temper.  Miss  Bella  was  so 
touched  by  the  simplicity  of  this  address  that  she 
frankly  returned  Mrs.  Boffin's  kiss.  Not  at  all 
to  the  satisfaction  of  that  good  woman  of  the 
world,  her  mother,  who  sought  to  hold  the  ad- 
vantageous ground  of  obliging  the  Boffins  in- 
stead of  being  obliged. 

"My  youngest  daughter,  Lavinia,"  said  Mrs. 
Wilfer,  glad  to  make  a  diversion,  as  that  young 
lady  reappeared.  "  Mr.  George  Sampson,  a 
friertd  of  the  family." 

The  friend  of  the  family  was  in  that  stage  of 
the  tender  passion  which  bound  him  to  regard 
every  body  else  as  the  foe  of  the  family.  He 
put  the  round  head  of  his  cane  in  his  mouth, 
like  a  stopper,  when  he  sat  down.  As  if  he  felt 
himself  full  to  the  throat  with  affronting  senti- 
ments. And  he  eyed  the  Boffins  with  implaca- 
ble eyes. 

"If  you  like  to  bring  your  sister  with  you 
when  you  come  to  stay  with  us,"  said  Mrs.  Bof- 
fin, "of  course  we  shall  be  glad.  The  better 
you  please  yourself,  Miss  Bella,  ihe  better  you'll 
please  us." 

"  Oh,  my  consent  is  of  no  consequence  at  all, 
I  suppose?"  cried  Miss  Lavinia. 

"Lavvy,"  said  her  sister,  in  a  low  voice, 
"have  the  goodness  to  be  seen  and  not  heard." 

"No,  I  won't,"  replied  the   sharp   Lavinia. 


"I'm  not  a  child,  to  be  taken  notice  of  by 
strangers. " 

"You  are  a  child." 

"I'm  not  a  child,  and  I  won't  be  taken  notice 
of.     '  Bring  your  sister,'  indeed  I " 

"Lavinia!"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer.  "Hold!  I 
will  not  allow  you  to  utter  in  my  presence  the 
absurd  suspicion  that  any  strangers — I  care  not 
what  their  names — can  patronize  my  child.  Do 
you  dare  to  suppose,  you  ridiculous  girl,  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  would  enter  these  doors 
upon  a  patronizing  errand ;  or,  if  they  did, 
would  remain  within  them,  only  for  one  single 
instant,  while  your  mother  had  the  strength  yet 
remaining  in  her  vital  frame  to  request  them  to 
depart?  You  little  know  your  mother  if  you 
presume  to  think  so." 

"It's  all  very  fine,"  Lavinia  began  to  grum- 
ble, when  Mrs.  Wilfer  repeated  : 

"Hold!  I  will  not  allow  this.  Do  you  not 
know  what  is  due  to  guests?  Do  you  not  com- 
prehend that  in  presuming  to  hint  that  this  lady 
and  gentleman  could  have  any  idea  of  patroniz- 
ing any  member  of  your  family — I  care  not 
which — you  accuse  them  of  an  Jinpertinence 
little  less  than  insane  ?"  A 

"Never  mind  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin,  ma'am," 
said  Mr.  Boffin,  smilingly  :    "we  don't  care." 

"  Pardon  me,  but /do,"  returned  Mrs.  Wilfer. 

Miss  Lavinia  laughed  a  short  laugh  as  she 
muttered,  "Yes,  to  be  sure." 

"  And  I  require  my  audacious  child,"  proceed- 
ed Mrs.  Wilfer,  with  a  withering  look  at  her 
youngest,  on  whom  it  had  not  the  slightest  ef- 
fect, "to  please  to  be  just  to  her  sister  Bella ;  to 
remember  that  her  sister  Bella  is  much  sought 
after  ;  and  that  when  her  sister  Bella  accepts  an 
attention,  she  considers  herself  to  be  conferring 
qui-i-ite  as  much  honor" — this  with  an  indig- 
nant shiver — "  as  she  receives." 

But  here  Miss  Bella  repudiated,  and  said  quiet- 
ly, "  I  can  speak  for  myself,  you  know,  ma. 
You  needn't  bring  me  in,  please." 

"  And  it's  all  very  well  aiming  at  others 
through  convenient  me,"  said  the  irrepressible 
Lavinia,  spitefully;  "but  I  should  like  to  ask 
George  Sampson  what  he  says  to  it." 

"Mr.  Sampson,"  proclaimed  Mrs.  Wilfer, 
seeing  that  young  gentleman  take  his  stopper 
out,  and  so  darkly  fixing  him  with  her  eyes  as 
that  he  put  it  in  again:  "Mr.  Sampson,  as  a 
friend  of  this  family  and  a  frequenter  of  this 
house,  is,  I  am  persuaded,  far  too  well-bred  to 
interpose  on  such  an  invitation." 

This  exaltation  of  the  young  gentleman  moved 
the  conscientious  Mrs.  Boffin  to  repentance  for 
having  done  him  an  injustice  in  her  mind,  and 
consequently  to  saying  that  she  and  Mr.  Boffin 
would  at  any  time  be  glad  to  see  him  ;  an  at- 
tention which  he  handsomely  acknowledged  by 
replying,  with  his  stopper  unremoved,  "  Much 
obliged  to  you,  but  I'm  always  engaged,  day  and 
night." 

However,  Bella  compensating  for  all  draw- 
backs by  responding  to  the  advances  of  the  Bof- 
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fins  in  an  engaging  way,  that  easy  pair  were 
on  the  whole  well  satisfied,  and  proposed  to  the 
said  Bella  that  as  soon  as  they  should  be  in  a 
condition  to  receive  her  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
their  desires,  JNIrs.  l>offin  should  return  with  no- 
tice of  the  fact.  This  arrangement  Mrs.  Wilfer 
sanctioned  with  a  stately  inclination  of  her  head 
and  wave  of  her  gloves,  as  who  should  say, 
"Your  demerits  shall  be  overlooked,  and  you 
shall  be  mercifully  gratified,  poor  people." 

"By-the-by,  ma'nm,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  turn- 
ing back  as  he  was  going,  "you  have  a  lodger  ?" 

"A  gentleman,"  Mrs.  Wilfer  answered,  quali- 
fying the  low  expression,  "undoubtedly  occupies 
our  first  floor." 

"I  may  call  him  Our  Mutual  Friend,"  said 
Mr.  Boffin.  "What  sort  of  a  fellow  is  Our 
Mutual  Friend,  now  ?     Do  you  like  him?'' 

"^Mr.  Kokesmith  is  very  punctual,  very  quiet, 
a  very  eligible  inmate." 

"Because,"  Mr.  Boffin  explained,  "you  must 
know  that  I'm  not  particularly  well  acquainted 
with  Our  Mutual  Friend,  for  I  have  only  seen 
him  once.  You  give  a  good  account  of  him. 
Is  he  at  hoim?" 

"  Mr.  RdipBrnith  is  at  home,"  said  Mrs.  Wil- 
fer; "indeed,"  pointing  through  the  window, 
"there  he  stands  at  the  garden'  gate.  Waiting 
for  you,  perhaps?" 

"Perhaps  so,"  replied  Mr.  Boffin.  "Sawme 
come  in,  maybe." 

Bella  had  closely  attended  to  this  short  dia- 
logue. Accompanying  Mrs.  Boffin  to  the  gate, 
she  as  closely  watched  what  followed. 

"How  are  you.  Sir,  how  are  you?"  said  Mr. 
Boffin.  "  This  is  Mrs.  Boffin.  *Mr.  Rokesmith, 
that  I  told  you  of,  my  dear." 

She  gaA'e  him  good-day,  and  he  bestirred  him- 
self and  helped  her  to  her  seat,  and  the  like,  with 
a  ready  hand. 

"Good-byfor  the  present,  Miss  Bella,"  said 
Mrs.  Boffin,  calling  out  a  hearty  parting.  "We 
shall  meet  again  soon !  And  then  I  hope  I 
shall  have  my  little  John  Harmon  to  show  you." 

Mr.  Rokesmith,  who  was  at  the  wheel  adjust- 
ing the  skirts  of  her  dress,  suddenly  looked  be- 
hind him,  and  around  him,  and  then  looked  up 
at  her,  with  a  face  so  pale  that  Mrs.  Boffin 
cried  : 

"  Gracious ! "  And  after  a  moment,  "  What's 
the  matter.  Sir?" 

"How  can  you  show  her  the  Dead?"  re- 
turned Mr.  Kokesmith. 

"  It's  only  an  adopted  child.  One  I  have  told 
her  of.     One  I'm  going  to  give  the  name  to  !" 

"You  took  me  by  sur])risc,"  said  Mr.  Koke- 
smith, "and  it  sounded  like  an  omen,  that  you 
should  speak  of  sliowiiig  the  Dead  to  one  so 
young  and  blooming." 

Now  Bella  suspected  by  this  time  that  Mr. 
Kokesmith  admired  lior.  Whether  the  knowl- 
edge (for  it  was  ratiier  that  than  suspicion) 
caused  her  to  incline  to  him  a  little  more,  or  a 
little  less,  than  she  had  done  at  first;  wliether  it 
rendered  her  eager  to  find  out  more  about  him, 


because  she  sought  to  establish  reason  for  her 
distrust,  or  because  she  sought  to  free  him  from 
it;  was  as  yet  dark  to  her  own  heart.  But  at  most 
times  he  occupied  a  great  amount  of  her  atten- 
tion, and  she  had  set  her  attention  closely  on 
this  incident. 

That  he  knew  it  as  well  as  she,  she  knew  as 
well  as  he,  when  they  were  left  together  stand- 
ing on  the  path  by  the  garden  gate, 

"Those  are  worthy  people.  Miss  Wilfer." 

"Do  you  know  them  well?"  asked  Bella.    ' 

He  smiled,  reproaching  her,  and  she  colored, 
reproaching  herself — both,  with  the  knowledge 
that  she  had  meant  to  entrap  him  into  an  an- 
swer not  true — when  he  said  "I  know  q/them." 

"Truh',  he  told  us  he  had  seen  you  but 
once." 

"Truly,  I  supposed  he  did." 

Bella  was  nervous  now,  and  would  have  been 
glad  to  recall  her  question. 

"You  thought  it  strange  that,  feeling  much 
interested  in  you,  I  should  start  at  what  sounded 
like  a  proposal  to  bring  you  into  contact  with 
the  murdered  man  who  lies  in  his  grave.  I 
might  have  known — of  course  in  a  moment 
should  have  known — that  it  could  not  have  that 
meaning.     But  my  interest  remains." 

Ke-entering  the  family-room  in  a  meditative 
state,  Miss  Bella  was  received  by  the  irrepressi- 
ble Lavinia  with : 

"  There,  Bella !  At  last  I  hope  you  have  got 
your  wishes  realized — by  your  Boffins.  You'll 
be  rich  enough  now — with  your  Boffins.  .  You 
can  have  as  much  flirting  as  you  like — at  your 
Boffins.  But  you  won't  take  jne  to  your  Boffins, 
I  can  tell  you — you  and  your  Boffins  too!" 

"If,"  quoth  Mr.  George  Sampson,  moodily 
pulling  his  stopper  out,  "  ^liss  Bella's  Mr.  Boffin 
comes  any  more  of  his  nonsense  to  7«e,  I  only 
wish  him  to  understand,  as  betwixt  man  aYid 
man,  that  he  does  it  at  his  per — "  and  was  go- 
ing to  say  peril ;  but  Miss  Lavinia,  having  no 
confidence  in  his  mental  powers,  and  feeling  his 
oration  to  have  no  definite  application  to  any 
circumstances,  jerked  his  stopper  in  again,  with 
a  sharpness  that  made  his  eyes  water. 

And  now  the  worthy  Mrs.  Wilfer,  having  used 
her  youngest  daughter  as  a  lay-figure  for  tho 
edification  of  these  Boffins,  became  bland  to  her, 
and  proceeded  to  develop  her  last  instance  of 
force  of  character,  which  was  still  in  reserve. 
This  was,  to  illuminate  the  family  with  her  re- 
markable powers  as  a  physiognomist ;  powers 
that  terrified  K.  W.  whenever  let  loose,  as  being 
always  fraught  with  gloom  and  evil  which  no 
inferior  prescience  was  aware  of.  And  this  Mrs. 
Wilfer  now  did,  be  it  observed,  in  jealousy  of 
these  Boffins,  in  the  veiy  same  moments  when 
she  was  already  reflecting  how  she  would  flour- 
ish these  very  same  Boffins  and  the  state  they 
kept,  over  the  heads  of  her  Boffinless  friends. 

"Of  their  manners,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer,  "I 
say  nothing.  Of  their  appearance,  I  say  nothing. 
Of  the  disinterestedness  of  their  intentions  to- 
ward Bella,  I  say  nothing.     But  tho  craft,  the 
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secrecy,  the  dark,  deep  underhanded  plotting, 
written  in  Mrs.  Boffin's  countenance,  make  me 
shudder." 

As  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  those  bale- 
ful attributes  were  all  there,  Mrs.  Wilfer  shud- 
dered on  the  spot. 


CHAPTER  X. 

A  MARRIAGE   CONTRACT. 

There  is  excitement  in  the  Veneering  man- 
sion. The  mature  young  lady  is  going  to  be 
married  (powder  and  all)  to  the  mature  young 
gentleman,  and  she  is  to  be  married  from  the 
Veneering  house,  and  the  Veneerings  are  to 
give  the  breakfast.  The  Analytical,  who  ob- 
jects as  a  matter  of  principle  to  every  thing  that 
occurs  on  the  premises,  necessarily  objects  to  the 
match  ;  but  his  consent  has  been  dispensed  with, 
and  a  spring-van  is  delivering  its  load  of  green- 
house plants  at  the  door,  in  order  that  to-mor- 
row's feast  may  be  crowned  with  flowers. 

The  mature  young  lady  is  a  lady  of  property. 
The  mature  young  gentleman  is  a  gentleman  of 
property.  He  invests  his  property.  He  goes, 
in  a  condescending  amateurish  way,  into  the 
City,  attends  meetings  of  Directors,  and  has  to 
do  with  traffic  in  Shares.  As  is  well  known  to 
the  wise  in  their  generation,  traffic  in  Shares  is 
the  one  thing  to  have  to  do  with  in  this  world. 
Have  no  antecedents,  no  established  character, 
no  cultivation,  no  ideas,  no  manners;  have 
Shares.  Have  Shares  enough  to  be  on  Boards 
of  Direction  in  capital  letters,  oscillate  on  mys- 
terious business  between  London  and  Paris,  and 
be  great.  Where  does  he  come  from  ?  Shares. 
Where  is  he  going  to  ?  Shares.  What  are  his 
tastes?  Shares.  Has  he  any  principles?  Shares. 
What  squeezes  him  into  Parliament  ?  Shares. 
Perhaps  he  never  of  himself  achieved  success  in 
any  thing,  never  originated  any  thing,  never 
produced  any  thing  ?  Sufficient  answer  to  all ; 
Shares.  O  mighty  Shares !  To  set  those  blar- 
ing images  so  high,  and  to  cause  us  smaller  ver- 
min, as  under  the  influence  of  henbane  or  opi- 
um, to  cry  out,  night  and  day,  "Relieve  us  of 
our  money,  scatter  it  for  us,  buy  us  and  sell  us, 
ruin  us,  only  we  beseech  ye  take  rank  among 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  and  fatten  on  us !" 

While  the  Loves  and  Graces  have  been  pre- 
paring this  torch  for  Hymen,  which  is  to  be  kin- 
dled to-morrow,  Mr.  Twemlow  has  suffered  much 
in  his  mind.  It  would  seem  tliat  both  the  ma- 
ture young  lady  and  the  mature  young  gentle- 
man must  indubitably  be  Veneering's  oldest 
friends.  Wards  of  his,  perhaps  ?  Yet  that  can 
scarcely  be,  for  they  are  older  than  himself. 
Veneering  has  been  in  their  confidence  through- 
out, and  has  done  much  to  lure  them  to  the  al- 
tar. He  has  mentioned  to  Twemlow  how  he 
said  to  Mrs.  Veneering,  "Anastatia,  this  must 
be  a  match."  He  has  mentioned  to  TwemloAv 
how  he  regards  Sophronia  Akershem  (the  ma- 


ture young  lady)  in  the  light  of  a  sister,  and 
Alfred  Lammle  (the  mature  young  gentleman) 
in  the  light  of  a  brother.  Twemlow  has  asked 
him  whether  he  went  to  school  as  a  junior  with 
Alfred?  He  has  answered,  "Not  exactly." 
Whether  Sophronia  was  adopted  by  his  mo- 
ther? He  has  answered,  "Not  precisely  so." 
Twemlow's  hand  has  gone  to  his  forehead  with 
a  lost  air. 

But,  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  Twemlow,  sit- 
ting over  his  newspaper,  and  over  his  dry  toast 
and  weak  tea,  and  over  the  stable-yard  in  Duke 
Street,  St.  James's,  received  a  highly-perfumed 
cocked-hat  and  monogram  from  Mrs.  Veneer- 
ing, entreating  her  dearest  Mr.  T.,  if  not  partic- 
ularly engaged  that  day,  to  come  like  a  charm- 
ing soul  and  make  a  fourth  at  dinner  with  dear 
Mr.  Podsnap,  for  the  discussion  of  an  interest- 
ing family  topic ;  the  last  three  words  doubly 
underlined  and  pointed  with  a  note  of  admira- 
tion. And  Twemlow,  replying,  "Not  engaged, 
and  more  than  delighted,"  goes,  and  this  takes 
place  : 

"My  dear  Twemlow,"  says  Veneering,  "  your 
ready  response  to  Anastatia's  unceremonious  in- 
vitation is  truly  kind,  and  like  an  old,  old  friend. 
You  know  our  dear  friend  Podsnap  ?" 

Twemlow  ought  to  know  the  dear  friend  Pod- 
snap who  covered  him  with  so  much  confusion, 
and  he  says  he  docs  know  him,  and  Podsnap  re- 
ciprocates. Apparently,  Podsnap  has  been  so 
wrought  upon  in  a  short  time,  as  to  believe  that 
he  has  been  intimate  in  the  house  many,  many, 
many  years.  In  the  friendliest  manner  he  is 
making  himself  quite  at  home  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  executing  a  statuette  of  the  Colossus 
at  Rhodes.  Twemlow  has  before  noticed  in  liis 
feeble  way  how  soon  the  Veneering  guests  be- 
come infected  with  the  Veneering  fiction.  Not, 
however,  that  he  has  the  least  notion  of  its  be- 
ing his  own  case. 

"Our  friends,  Alfred  and  Sophronia,"  pur- 
sues Veneering  the  veiled  prophet :  "  our  friends 
Alfred  and  Sophronia,  you  will  be  glad  to  hear, 
my  dear  fellows,  are  going  to  be  married.  As 
my  wife  and  I  make  it  a  family  aff^air  the  entire 
direction  of  which  we  take  upon  ourselves,  of 
course  our  first  step  is  to  communicate  the  fact 
to  our  family  friends. 

("Oh!"  thinks  Twemlow,  with  his  eyes  on 
Podsnap,  "then  there  are  only  two  of  us,  and 
he's  the  other.") 

"I  did  hope,"  Veneering  goes  on,  "to  have 
had  Lady  Tippins  to  meet  you ;  but  she  is  al- 
ways in  request,  and  is  unfortunately  engaged." 

("Oh  !"  thinks  Twemlow,  with  his  eyes  wan- 
dering, "then  there  are  three  of  us,  and  she's 
the  other.") 

"Mortimer  Lightwood,"  resumes  Veneering, 
"  whom  you  both  know,  is  out  of  town  ;  but  he 
writes,  in  liis  whimsical  manner,  that  as  we  ask 
him  to  be  bridegroom's  best  man  when  the  cere- 
mony takes  place,  he  will  not  refuse,  though  he 
doesn't  sec  what  he  has  to  do  with  it." 

("Oh!"  thinks  Twemlow,  with  his  eyes  roll- 
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ing,  "then  there  are  four  of  us,  and  he's  the 
other.") 

"Boots  and  Brewer,"  observes  Veneering, 
"whom  you  also  know,  I  have  not  asked  to- 
day ;  but  I  reserve  them  for  the  occasion." 

("  Then,"  thinks  Twemlow,  with  his  eyes  shut, 
"there  are  si — "  But  liere  collapses  and  does 
not  completely  recover  until  dinner  is  over  and 
the  Analytical  has  been  requested  to  withdraw.) 

"We  now  come,"  says  Veneering,  "to  the 
point,  the  real  point,  of  our  little  fiimily  consult- 
ation. Sophronia,  having  lost  both  father  and 
mother,  has  no  one  to  give  her  away." 

"Give  her  away  yourself,"  says  Podsnap. 

"My  dear  Podsnap,  no.  For  three  reasons. 
Firstly,  because  I  couldn't  take  so  much  upon 
myself  when  I  have  respected  family  friends  to 
remember.  Secondly,  because  I  am  not  so  vain 
as  to  think  that  I  look  the  part.  Thirdly,  be- 
cause Anastatia  is  a  little  superstitious  on  the 
subject,  and  feels  averse  to  my  giving  away  any 
body  until  baby  is  old  enough  to  be  married." 

"What  would  happen  if  he  did?"  PoXlsnap 
inquires  of  Mrs.  Veneering. 

"My  dear  Mr.  Podsnap,  it's  very  foolish  I 
know,  but  I  have  an  instinctive  presentiment 
that  if  Hamilton  gave  away  any  body  else  first, 
he  would  never  give  away  baby."  Thus  Mrs. 
Veneering;  with  her  open  hands  pressed  to- 
gether, and  each  of  her  eight  aquiline  fingers 
looking  so  very  like  her  one  aquiline  nose  that 
the  bran-new  jewels  on  them  seem  necessary  for 
distinction's  sake. 

"But,  my  dear  Podsnap,''  quoth  Veneering, 
"there  is  a  tried  friend  of  our  family  who,  I 
think  and  hope  you  will  agree  with  me,  Podsnap, 
is  the  friend  on  whoni  this  agreeable  duty  almost 
naturally  devolves.  That  friend,"  saying  the 
words  as  if  the  company  were  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  in  number,  "is  now  among  us.  That 
friend  is  Twemlow." 

"  Certainly !"     From  J^odsnap. 

"  That  friend,"  Veneering  repeats  with  greater 
firmness,  "is  our  dear  good  Twemlow.  And  I 
can  not  suflficiently  express  to  you,  my  dear 
Podsnap,  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  having  this  opin- 
ion of  mine  and  Anastatia's  so  readily  confirmed 
by  you,  that  other  equally  familiar  and  tried 
friend  who  stands  in  the  proud  position — I  mean 
who  proudly  stands  in  the  position — or  I  ought 
rather  to  say,  who  places  Anastatia  and  myself 
in  the  proud  position  of  himself  standing  in  the 
simple  position — of  baby's  godfather."  And,  in- 
deed. Veneering  is  much  relieved  in  mind  to  find 
that  Podsnap  betrays  no  jealousy  of  Twemlow's 
elevation. 

So  it  has  come  to  pass  that  the  spring-van  is 
strewing  flowers  on  the  rosy  hours  and  on  the 
staircase,  and  that  Twemlow  is  surveying  the 
ground  on  which  he  is  to  phiy  his  distinguished 
part  to-morrow.  He  has  already  been  to  the 
church,  and  taken  note  of  the  various  impedi- 
ments in  the  aisle,  under  the  auspices  of  an  ex- 
tremely dreary  widow  who  opens  the  pews,  and 
whose  left  hand  appears  to  be  in  a  state  of  acute 


rheumatism,  but  is  in  fact  voluntarily  doubled 
\\\)  to  act  as  a  money-box. 

And  now  Veneering  shoots  out  of  the  Study 
wherein  he  is  accustomed,  when  contemplative, 
to  give  his  mind  to  the  carving  and  gilding  of  the 
Pilgrims  going  to  Canterbury,  in  order  to  show 
Twemlow  the  little  .flourish  he  has  prepared  for 
the  trumpets  of  fashion,  describing  how  that  on 
the  seventeenth  instant,  at  St.  James's  Church, 
the  Reverend  Blank  Blank,  assisted  by  the  Rev- 
erend Dash  Dash,  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, Alfred  Lammle,  Esquire,  of  Sackville 
Street,  Piccadilly,  to  Sophronia,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Horatio  Akershem,  Esquire,  of  York- 
shire. Also  how  the  fair  bride  was  married  from 
the  house  of  Hamilton  Veneering,  Esquire,  of 
Stucconia,  and  was  given  away  by  Melvin  Twem- 
low, Esquire,  of  Duke  Street,  St.  James's,  second 
cousin  to  Lord  Snigsworth,  of  Snigswoi-thy  Park. 
While  perusing  which  composition,  Twemlow 
makes  some  opaque  approach  to  perceiving  that 
if  the  Reverend  Blank  Blank  and  the  Reverend 
Dash  Dash  fiiil,  after  this  introduction,  to  be- 
come enrolled  in  the  list  of  Veneering's  dearest 
and  oldest  friends,  they  will  have  none  but  them- 
selves to  thank  for  it. 

After  which,  appears  Sophronia  (whom  Twem- 
low has  seen  twice  in  his  lifetime),  to  thank 
Twemlow  for  counterfeiting  the  late  Horatio 
Akershem  Esquire,  broadly  of  Yorkshire.  And 
after  her,  appears  Alfred  (whom  Twemlow  has 
seen  once  in  his  lifetime),  to  do  the  same  and  to 
make  a  pasty  sort  of  glitter,  as  if  he  were  con- 
structed for  candle-light  only,  and  had  been  let 
out  into  daylight  by  some  grand  mistake.  And 
after  that,  comes  Mrs.  Veneering,  in  a  pervad- 
ingly  aquiline  state  of  figure,  and  with  transpar- 
ent little  knobs  on  her  temper,  like  the  little 
transparent  knob  on  the  bridge  of  her  nose, 
"Worn  out  by  worry  and  excitement,"  as  she 
tells  her  dear  Mr.  Twemlow,  and  reluctantly  re- 
vived with  cura9oa  by  the  Analytical.  And  after 
that,  the  bridemaids  begin  to  come  by  railroad 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  come 
like  adorable  recruits  enlisted  by  a  sergeant  not 
present ;  for,  on  arriving  at  the  Veneering  de'pot, 
they  are  in  a  barrack  of  strangers. 

So  Twemlow  goes  home  to  Duke  Street,  St. 
James's,  to  take  a  plate  of  mutton  broth  with  a 
chop  in  it,  and  a  look  at  the  marriage-service,  in 
order  that  he  may  cut  in  at  the  right  j)lace  to- 
morrow ;  and  he  is  low,  and  feels  it  dull  over 
the  livery  stable-yard,  and  is  distinctly  aware  of 
a  dint  in  his  heart,  made  by  the  most  adorable 
of  the  adorable  bridemaids.  For,  the  poor  little 
harmless  gentleman  once  had  liis  fancy,  like  the 
rest  of  us,  and  she  didn't  answer  (as  she  often 
does  not),  and  ho  thinks  the  adorable  bridcmaid 
is  like  the  fancy  as  she  was  then  (which  she  is 
not  at  all),  and  that  if  the  fancy  had  not  mar- 
ried some  one  else  for  money,  but  had  married 
him  for  love,  he  and  she  would  have  been  happy 
(which  they  wouldn't  have  been),  and  that  she 
lias  a  tenderness  for  him  still  (whereas  her  tough- 
ness is  a  proverb).     Brooding  over  the  fire,  with 
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his  dried  little  head  in  his  dried. little  hands, 
and  his  dried  little  elbows  on  his  dried  little 
knees,  Twemlow  is  melancholy.  "No  Adorable 
to  bear  me  company  here  I"  thinks  he.  ''No 
Adorable  at  the  club!  A  waste,  a  waste,  a 
waste,  my  Twemlow !"  And  so  drops  asleep, 
and  has  galvanic  starts  all  over  him. 

Betimes  next  morning,  that  horrible  old  Lady 
Tippins  (relict  of  the  late  ^ir  Thomas  Tippins, 
knighted  in  mistake  for  somebody  else  by  His 
ALajesty  King  George  the  Third,  who,  while 
performing  the  ceremony,  Avas  graciously  pleased 
to  observe,  "What,  what,  what?  Who,  who, 
who?  Why,  why,  why?")  begins  to  be  dyed 
and  varnished  for  the  interesting  occasion.  She 
has  a  reputation  for  giving  smart  accounts  of 
things,  and  she  must  be  at  these  people's  early, 
my  dear,  to  lose  nothing  of  the  fun.  Where- 
about in  the  bonnet  and  drapery  announced  by 
her  name,  any  fragment  of  the  real  woman  may 
be  concealed,  is  perhaps  known  to  her  maid  ; 
but  you  could  easily  buy  all  you  see  of  her,  in 
Bond  Street ;  or  you  might  scalp  her,  and  peel 
her,  and  scrape  her,  and  make  two  Lady  Tip- 
pinses  out  of  her,  and  yet  not  penetrate  to  the 
genuine  article.  She  has  a  large  gold  eye- 
glass, has  Lady  Tippins,  to  survey  the  proceed- 
ings with.  If  she  had  one  in  each  eye,  it  miglit 
keep  that  other  drooping  lid  up,  and  look  more 
uniform.  But  perennial  youth  is  in  her  arti- 
ficial flowers,  and  her  list  of  lovers  is  full. 

"Mortimer,  you  wretch,"  says  Lady  Tip})ins, 
turning  the  eye-glass  about  and  about,  "where 
is  your  charge,  the  bridegroom?" 

"Give  you  my  honor,"  returns  Mortimer,  "I 
don't  know,  and  I  don't  care." 

"Miserable!  Is  that  the  way  you  do  your 
duty?" 

"Beyond  an  impression  that  he  is  to  sit  upon 
my  knee  and  be  seconded  at  some  point  of  the 
solemnities,  like  a  principal  at  a  prize-figlit,  I 
assure  you  I  have  no  notion  what  my  duty  is," 
returns  Mortimer. 

Eugene  is  also  in  attendance,  with  a  pervad- 
ing air  upon  him  of  having  presupposed  the 
ceremony  to  be  a  funeral,  and  of  being  disap- 
pointed. The  scene  is  the  Vestry-room  of  St. 
James's  Church,  with  a  number  of  leathery  old 
registers  on  shelves,  that  might  be  bound  in 
Lady  Tippinses. 

But,  hark  !  A  carriage  at  the  gate,  and  Mor- 
timer's man  arrives,  looking  rather  like  a  spu- 
rious Mephistopheles  and  an  unacknowledged 
member  of  that  gentleman's  family.  Whom 
Lady  Tippins,  surveying  through  her  eye-glass, 
considers  a  fine  man,  and  quite  a  catch ;  and  of 
whom  Mortimer  remarks,  in  the  lowest  spirits, 
as  he  approaches,  "I  believe  this  is  my  fellow, 
confound  him !"  More  carriages  at  the  gate, 
and  lo  the  rest  of  the  characters.  Whom 
Lady  Tippins,  standing  on  a  cushion,  surveying 
through  the  eye-glass,  thus  checks  off:  "  Bride ; 
five-and-forty  if  a  day,  thirty  shillings  a  yard, 
veil  fifteen  pound,  pocket-handkerchief  a  present. 
Bridemaids ;  kept  down  for  fear  of  outsliining 


bride,  consequently  not  girls,  twelve  and  sik 
pence  a  yard,  Veneering's  flowers,  snub-nosed 
one  rather  pretty  but  too  conscious  of  her  stock- 
ings, bonnets  three  pound  ten.  Twemlow; 
blessed  release  for  the  dear  man  if  she  really  was 
his  daughter,  nervous  even  under  the  pretense 
that  she  is,-  well  he  may  be.  Mrs.  Veneering ; 
never  saw  such  velvet,  say  two  thousand  pounds 
as  she  stands,  absolute  jeweler's  window,  father 
must  have  been  a  pawnbroker,  or  how  could 
these  people  do  it?  Attendant  unknowns; 
pokey." 

Ceremony  performed,  register  signed.  Lady 
Tippins  escorted  out  of  sacred  edifice  by  Ve- 
neering, carriages  rolling  back  to  Stucconia, 
servants  with  favors  and  flowers,  Veneering's 
house  reached,  drawing-rooms  most  magnifi- 
cent. Here,  the  Podsnaps  await  the  happy 
party ;  Mr.  Podsnap,  with  his  hair-brushes  made 
the  most  of;  that  imperial  rocking-horse,  Mrs. 
Podsnap,  majestically  skittish.  Here,  too,  are 
Boots  and  Brewer,  and  the  two  other  Buffers ; 
each  Buffer  with  a  floAver  in  his  button-hole, 
his  hair  curled,  and  his  gloves  buttoned  on  tight, 
apparently  come  prepared,  if  any  thing  had  hap- 
pened to  the  bridegroom,  to  be  married  instant- 
ly. Here,  too,  the  bride's  aunt  and  next  rela- 
tion ;  a  widowed  female  of  a  Medusa  sort,  in  a 
stony  cap,  glaring  petrifaction  at  her  fellow- 
creatures.  Here,  too,  the  bride's  trustee  ;  an 
oilcake -fed  stylo  of  business  -  gentleman  with 
moony  spectacles,  and  an  object  of  much  in- 
terest. Veneering  launching  himself  upon  this 
trustee  as  his  oldest  friend  (which  makes  seven, 
Twemlow  thought),  and  confidentially  retiring 
with  him  into  the  conservatory,  it  is  understood 
that  Veneering  is  his  co-trustee,  and  that  they 
are  arranging  about  the  fortune.  Buffers  are 
even  overheard  to  whisper  Thir-ty  Thou-sand 
Pou-nds !  with  a  smack  and  a  relish  suggestive 
of  the  very  finest  oysters.  Pokey  imknowns, 
amazed  to  find  how  intimately  they  know  Ve- 
neering, pluck"  up  spirit,  fold  their  arms,  and 
begin  to  contradict  him  before  breakfast.  What 
time  Mrs.  Veneering,  carrying  baby  dressed  as 
a  bridemaid,  flits  about  among  the  company, 
emitting  flashes  of  many-colored  lightning  from 
diamonds,  emeralds,  and  rubies. 

The  Analytical,  in  course  of  time  achieving 
Avhat  he  feels  to  be  due  to  himself  in  bringing 
to  a  dignified  conclusion  several  quarrels  he 
has  on  hand  with  the  pastry-cook's  men,  an- 
nounces breakfast.  Dining-room  no  less  mag- 
nificent than  drawing-room  ;  tables  superb;  all 
the  camels  out,  and  all  laden.  Splendid  cake, 
covered  with  Cupids,  silver,  and  true -lovers' 
knots.  Splendid  bracelet,  produced  by  Veneer- 
ing before  going  down,  and  clasped  upon  the 
arm  of  bride.  Yet  nobody  seems  to  think  much 
more  of  the  Veneerings  than  if  they  were  a  tol- 
erable landlord  and  landlady  doing  the  thing  in 
the  way  of  business  at  so  much  a  head.  The 
bride  and  bridegroom  talk  and  laugh  apart,  as 
has  always  been  their  manner;  and  the  Buffers 
work  their  way  through  the  dishes  with  system- 
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atic  perseverance,  as  has  always  been  their  man- 
ner; and  the  pokey  unknowns  are  exceedingly 
benevolent  to  one  another  in  invitations  to  take 
glasses  of  Cluimpagne  ;  but  JNIrs.  Podsnap,  arch- 
ing her  mane  and  rocking  her  grandest,  has  a 
far  more  deferential  audience  than  Mrs.  Ve- 
neering ;  and  Podsnap  all  but  does  the  honors. 

Another  dismal  circumstance  is,  that  Veneer- 
ing, having  the  captivating  Tippins  on  one  side 
of  him  and  the  bride's  aunt  on  the  other,  finds 
it  immensely  difficult  to  keep  the  peace.  For, 
Medusa,  besides  unmistakingly  glaring  petrifac- 
tion at  the  fascinating  Tippins,  follows  every 
lively  remark  made  by  that  dear  creature  with 
an  audible  snort :  which  may  be  referable  to  a 
chronic  cold  in  the  head,  but  may  also  be  refer- 
able to  indignation  and  contempt.  And  this 
snort  being  regular  in  its  reproduction,  at  length 
comes  to  be  expected  by  the  company,  who  make 
embarrassing  pauses  when  it  is  falling  due,  and 
by  waiting  for  it,  render  it  more  emphatic  when 
it  comes.  The  stony  aunt  has  likewise  an  in- 
jurious way  of  rejecting  all  dishes  whereof  Lady 
Tippins  partakes :  saying  aloud  when  they  are 
proffered  to  her,  ''No,  no,  no,  not  for  me.  Take 
it  away  !"  As  with  a  set  purpose  of  implying  a 
misgiving  that  if  nourished  upon  similar  meats 
she  might  come  to  be  like  that  charmer,  which 
would  be  a  fatal  consummation.  Aware  of  her 
enemy.  Lady  Tippins  tries  a  youthful  sally  or 
two,  and  tries  the  eye-glass ;  but,  from  the  im- 
penetrable cap  and  snorting  armor  of  the  stony 
aunt  all  weapons  rebound  powerless. 

Another  objectionable  circumstance  is,  that 
the  pokey  unknowns  support  each  other  in  being 
unimpressible.  They  persist  in  not  being  fright- 
ened by  the  gold  and  silver  camels,  and  they  are 
banded  together  to  defy  the  elaborately  chased 
ice-pails.  They  even  seem  to  unite  in  some 
vague  utterance  of  the  sentiment  that  the  land- 
lord and  landlady  will  ma,ke  a  pretty  good  profit 
out  of  this,  and  they  almost  carry  themselves  like 
customers.  Nor  is  there  compensating  influence 
in  the  adorable  bridemaids;  for,  having  very 
little  interest  in  the  bride,  and  none  at  all  in 
one  another,  those  lovely  beings  become,  each 
one  on  her  own  account,  depreciatingly  contem- 
plative of  the  millinery  present ;  while  the  bride- 
groom's man,  exhausted,  in  the  back  of  his  chair, 
appears  to  be  improving  the  occasion  by  peniten- 
tially  contemplating  all  the  wrong  he  has  ever 
done  ;  the  difference  between  him  and  his  friend 
Eugene,  being,  that  the  latter,  in  the  back  of /u's 
chair,  ay)pears  to  be  contemplating  all  the  wrong 
he  would  like  to  do — particularly  to  the  present 
company. 

In  which  state  of  affairs,  the  usual  ceremonies 
rather  droop  and  flag,  and  the  splendid  cake 
when  cut  by  the  fair  hand  of  the  bride  has  but 
an  indigestible  appearance.  However,  all  the 
things  indispensable  to  be  said  arc  said,  and  all 
the  things  indispensable  to  be  done  are  done  (in- 
cluding Lady  Tippins's  yawning,  falling  asleep, 
and  waking  insensible),  and  there  is  hurried 
preparation  for  the  nujjtial  journey  to  the  Isle  of 


Wight,  and  the  outer  air  teems  with  brass  bands 
and  spectators.  In  full  sight  of  whom,  the  ma- 
lignant star  of  the  Analytical  has  pre-ordained 
that  pain  and  ridicule  shall  befall  him.  For  he 
standing  on  the  doorsteps  to  grace  the  departure, 
is  suddenly  caught  a  most  prodigious  thump  on 
the  side  of  his  head  with  a  heavy  shoe,  which  a 
Buffer  in  the  hall.  Champagne-flushed  and  wild 
of  aim,  has  borrowed  on  the  spur  of  the  moment 
from  the  pastry-cook's  porter,  to  cast  after  the 
departing  pair  as  an  auspicious  omen. 

So  they  all  go  up  again  into  the  gorgeous 
drawing-rooms — all  of  them  flushed  with  break- 
fast, as  having  taken  scarlatina  sociably — and 
there  the  combined  unknowns  do  malignant 
things  with  their  legs  to  ottomans,  and  take  as 
much  as  possible  out  of  the  splendid  furniture. 
And  so,  Lady  Tippins,  quite  undetermined 
whether  to-day  is  the  day  before  yesterday,  or 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  or  the  week  after  next, 
fades  away ;  and  Mortimer  Lightwood  and  Eu- 
gene fade  away,  and  Twemlow  fiides  away,  and 
the  stony  aunt  goes  away — she  declines  to  fade, 
proving  rock  to  the  last — and  even  the  unknowns 
are  slowly  strained  off,  and  it  is  all  over. 

All  over,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  time  being. 
But  there  is  another  time  to  come,  and  it  comes 
in  about  a  fortnight,  and  it  comes  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lammle  on  the  sands  at  Shanklin,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lammle  have  walked  for  some 
time  on  the  Shanklin  sands,  and  one  may  see 
by  their  footprints  that  they  have  not  walked 
arm  in  arm,  and  that  they  have  not  walked  in 
a  straight  track,  and  that  they  have  Avalked  in 
a  moody  humor ;  for  the  lady  has  prodded  lit- 
tle spirting  holes  in  the  damp  sand  before  her 
with  her  parasol,  and  the  gentleman  has  trailed 
his  stick  after  him.  As  if  he  were  of  the  Meph- 
istopheles  family  indeed,  and  had  walked  with  a 
drooping  tail. 

"  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me,  then,  Sophronia — " 

Thus  he  begins  after  a  long  silence,  when 
Sophronia  flashes  fiercely,  and  turns  upon  him. 

"Don't  put  it  upon  7//e,  Sir.  I  ask  you,  do 
you  mean  to  tell  me?" 

INIr.  Lammle  falls  silent  again,  and  they  walk 
as  before.  Mrs.  Lammle  opens  her  nostrils  and 
bites  her  under-lip ;  Mr.  Lammle  takes  his  gin- 
gerous  whiskers  in  his  left  hand,  and,  bringing 
them  together,  frowns  furtively  at  his  beloved, 
out  of  a  thick  gingerous  bush. 

"Do  /  mean  to  say!"  Mrs.  Lammle  after  a 
time  repeats,  with  indignation.  "  Putting  it  on 
me!     The  unmanly  disingcnuousness  !" 

Mr.  Lammle  stops,  releases  his  whiskers,  and 
looks  at  her.     "The  what?" 

Mrs.  Lammle  haughtily  replies,  without  stop- 
ping, and  without  looking  back.  "The  mean- 
ness." 

He  is  at  her  side  again  in  a  pace  or  two,  and 
he  retorts,  "That  is  not  what  you  said.  You 
said  disingcnuousness." 

"What  if  I  did?" 

"There  is  no  ' if  in  the  case.     You  did." 
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"I  did,  then.     And  what  of  it?" 
"What  of  it?"  says  Mr.  Lammlc.      "Have 
you  the  face  to  utter  the  word  to  me?" 

"The  face,  too!"  replied  Mrs.  Lammle,  star- 
ing at  him  with  cold  scorn.     "Pray,  how  dare 
you,  Sir,  utter  the  word  to  me?" 
"I  never  did." 

As  this  happens  to  be  true,  Mrs.  Lammle  is 
thrown  on  the  feminine  resource  of  saying,  "I 
don't  care  what  you  uttered  or  did  not  utter." 

After  a  little  more  walking  and  a  little  more 
silence,  Mr,  Lammle  breaks  the  latter. 

"  You  shall  proceed  in  your  own  way.  You 
claim  a  right  to  ask  me  do  I  mean  to  tell  you. 
Do  I  mean  to  tell  you  what?" 

"That  you  are  a  man  of  property  ?" 
"No." 

"Then  you  married  me  on  false  pretenses?" 
"So  be  it.     Next  comes  what  you  mean  to 
say.     Do  you  mean  to  say  you  are  a  woman  of 
property?" 
"No." 

"Then  you  married  me  on  false  pretenses." 
"If  you  were  so  dull  a  fortune-hunter  that 
you  deceived  yourself,  or  if  you  were  so  greedy 
and  grasping  that  you  were  over-willing  to  be 
deceived  by  appearances,  is  it  my  fault,  you  ad- 
venturer?" the  lady  demands,  with  great  as- 
perity. 

' '  I  asked  Veneering,  and  he  told  me  you  were 
rich." 

"Veneering!"  with  great  contempt.  "And 
what  does  Veneering  know  about  me!" 
"  Was  he  not  your  trustee  ?" 
"  No.  I  have  no  trustee  but  the  one  you  saw 
on  the  day  when  you  fraudulently  married  me. 
And  his  trust  is  not  a  very  difficult  one,  for  it  is 
only  an  annuity  of  a  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds. 
I  think  there  are  some  odd  shillings  or  pence,  if 
you  are  very  particular," 

Mr.  Lammle  bestows  a  by  no  means  loving 
look  upon  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows, 
and  he  mutters  something ;  but  checks  himself. 
"  Question  for  question.  It  is  my  turn  again, 
Mrs.  Lammle.  What  made  you  suppose  me  a 
man  of  property  ?"' 

"You  made  me  suppose  you  so.  Perhaps  you 
will  deny  that  you  always  presented  yourself  to 
me  in  that  character?" 

"But  you  asked  somebody,  too.  Come,  Mrs. 
Lammle,  admission  for  admission.  You  asked 
somebody  ?" 

"  I  asked  Veneering." 

"And  Veneering  knew  as  much  of  me  as  he 
knew  of  you,  or  as  any  body  knows  of  him." 

After  more  silent  walking,  the  bride  stops 
short,  to  say  in  a  passionate  manner : 

"  I  never  will  forgive  the  Veneerings  for  this !" 
"Neitiier  will  I,"  returns  the  bridegroom. 
With  that  they  walk  again;  she,  making 
those  angry  spirts  in  the  sand  ;  he,  dragging  that 
dejected  tail.  The  tide  'is  low,  and  seems  to 
have  thrown  them  together  high  on  the  bare 
shore.  A  gull  comes  sweeping  by  their  heads, 
and  flouts  them.     There  was  a  golden  surface 


on  the  brown  cliffs  but  now,  and  behold  they  are 
only  damp  earth.  A  taunting  roar  comes  from 
the  sea,  and  the  far-out  rollers  mount  upon  one 
another,  to  look  at  the  entrapped  impostors,  and 
to  join  in  impish  and  exultant  gambols. 

"Do  you  pretend  to  believe,"  Mrs.  Lammle 
resumes,  sternly,  "when  you  talk  of  my  marry- 
ing you  for  worldly  advantages,  that  it  was  with- 
in the  bounds  of  reasonable  probability  that  I 
would  have  married  you  for  yourself?" 

"Again  there  are  two  sides  to  the  question, 
Mrs.  Lammle.   What  do  you  pretend  to  believe  ?" 

"  So  you  first  deceive  me  and  then  insult  me !" 
cries  the  lady,  with  a  heaving  bosom. 

"Not  at  all.  I  have  originated  nothing.  The 
double-edged  question  was  yours," 

"  Was  mine !"  the  bride  repeats,  and  her  par- 
asol breaks  in  her  angry  hand. 

His  color  has  turned  to  a  livid  white,  and  om- 
inous marks  have  come  to  light  about  his  nose, 
as  if  the  finger  of  the  very  devil  himself  had, 
within  the  last  few  moments,  touched  it  here 
and  there.  But  he  has  repressive  power,  and 
she  has  none, 

"Throw  it  away,"  he  coolly  recommends  as 
to  the  parasol ;  "  you  have  made  it  useless ;  you 
look  ridiculous  with  it," 

Whereupon  she  calls  him  in  her  rage,  "A  de- 
liberate villain,"  and  so  casts  the  broken  thing 
from  her  as  that  it  strikes  him  in  falling.  The 
finger-marks  are  something  whiter  for  the  in- 
stant, but  he  walks  on  at  her  side. 

She  bursts  into  tears,  declaring  herself  the 
wretchedest,  the  most  deceived,  the  worst-used, 
of  women.  Then  she  says  that  if  she  had  the 
courage  to  kill  herself  she  would  do  it.  Then 
she  calls  him  vile  impostor.  Then  she  asks  him, 
why,  in  the  disappointment  of  his  base  specula- 
tion, he  does  not  take  her  life  with  his  own  hand, 
under  the  present  ftivorable  circumstances.  Then 
she  cries  again.  Then  she  is  enraged  again, 
and  makes  some  mention  of  swindlers.  Finally, 
she  sits  down  crying  on  a  block  of  stone,  and  is 
in  all  the  known  and  unknown  humors  of  her 
sex  at  once.  Pending  her  changes,  those  afore- 
said marks  in  his  face  have  come  and  gone,  now 
here  now  there,  like  white  stops  of  a  pipe  on 
which  the  diabolical  performer  has  played  a 
tune.  Also  his  livid  lips  are  parted  at  last,  as 
if  he  were  breathless  with  running.  Yet  he  is 
not. 

"Now,  get  up,  Mrs.  Lammle,  and  let  us 
speak  reasonably." 

She  sits  upon  her  stone,  and  takes  no  heed  of 
him. 

"Get  up,  I  tell  you," 

Raising  her  head,  she  looks  contemptuously 
in  his  face,  and  repeats,  "You  tell  me!  Tell 
me,  forsooth !" 

She  affects  not  to  know  that  his  eyes  are  fas- 
tened on  her  as  she  drooj)S  her  head  again ;  but 
her  whole  figure  reveals  that  she  knows  it  un- 
easily. 

"Enough  of  this.  Come!  Do  you  hear? 
Get  up." 
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Yielding  to  his  hand,  she  rises,  and  they  walk 
again ;  but  this  time  with  their  faces  turned  to- 
ward their  place  of  residence. 

"Mrs.  Lanimle,  we  have  both  been  deceiving, 
and  we  have  both  been  deceived.  "\Vc  have  both 
been  biting,  and  we  have  both  been  bitten.  In 
a  nut-sliell,  there's  the  state  of  the  case." 

"You  sought  me  out — " 

"Tut!  Let  us  have  done  with  that.  We 
know  very  well  how  it  was.  Why  should  you 
and  I  talk  about  it,  when  you  and  I  can't  dis- 
guise it  ?  To  proceed.  I  am  disappointed,  and 
cut  a  poor  figure." 

"Am  I  no  one?" 

"  Some  one — and  I  was  coming  to  you,  if  you 
had  waited  a  moment.  You,  too,  are  disap- 
pointed and  cut  a  poor  figure." 

"An  injured  figure !" 

"You  arc  now  cool  enough,  Sophronia,  to 
see  that  you  can't  be  injured  without  my  being 
equally  injured  ;  and  that  therefore  the  mere 
word  is  not  to  the  purpose.  When  I  look  back, 
I  wonder  how  I  can  have  been  such  a  fool  as  to 
take  you  to  so  great  an  extent  upon  trust." 

"And  when  I  look  back — "  the  bride  cries, 
interrupting. 

"  And  when  you  look  back,  you  wonder  how 
you  can  have  been — you'll  excuse  the  word?" 

"  jNIost  certainly,  with  so  much  reason." 

" — Such  a  fool  as  to  take  ?«c  to  so  great  an 
extent  upon  trust.  But  the  folly  is  committed 
on  both  sides.  I  can  not  get  rid  of  you ;  you 
can  not  get  rid  of  me.     What  follows?" 

"Shame  and  misery,"  the  bride  bitterly  re- 
plies. 

"  I  don't  know.  A  mutual  understanding  fol- 
lows, and  I  think  it  may  carry  us  through. 
Here  I  split  my  discourse  (give  me  your  arm, 
SophroniaJ  into  three  heads,  to  make  it  shorter 
and  plainer.  Firstl}'',  it's  enough  to  have  been 
done,  without  the  mortification  of  being  known 
to  have  been  done.  So  we  agree  to  keep  the 
fact  to  ourselves.     You  agree  ?" 

"  If  it  is  possible,  I  do." 

"Possible I  We  have  pretended  well  enough 
to  one  another.  Can't  we,  united,  pretend  to 
the  world?  Agreed,  Secondly,  we  owe  the 
Veneerings  a  grudge,  and  we  owe  all  other  peo- 
ple the  grudge  of  wishing  them  to  be  taken  in, 
as  we  ourselves  have  been  taken  in.     Agreed  ?" 

"Yes.     Agreed." 

"We  come  smoothly  to  thirdly.  You  have 
called  me  an  adventurer,  Sophronia.  So  I  am. 
In  plain  uncomplimentary  English,  so  I  am. 
So  arc  you,  my  dear.  So  are  many  people. 
We  agree  to  keep  our  own  secret,  and  to  work 
together  in  furtherance  of  our  own  schemes." 

"What  schemes?" 

"Any  scheme  that  will  bring  us  money.  By 
our  own  schemes,  I  mean  our  joint  interest. 
Agreed  ?" 

She  answers,  after  a  little  hesitation,  "I  sup- 
pose so.     Agreed." 

"  Carried  at  once,  you  see  !  Now,  Sophronia, 
only  hnlf  a  dozen  words  more.     We  know  one 


another  jjerfectly.  Don't  be  tempted  into  twit- 
ting me  with  the  past  knowledge  that  you  have 
of  me,  because  it  is  identical  with  the  i)ast  knowl- 
edge that  I  have  of  you,  and  in  twitting  me  you 
twit  yourself,  and  I  don't  want  to  hear  you  do  it. 
With  this  good  understanding  established  be- 
tween us,  it  is  better  never  done.  To  wind  up 
all : — You  have  shown  temper  to-day,  So])hronia. 
Don't  be  betrayed  into  doing  so  again,  because 
I  have  a  Devil  of  a  temper  myself." 

So  the  happy  pair,  with  this  hopeful  marriage 
contract  thus  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  re- 
pair homeward.  If,  when  those  infernal  finger- 
marks were  on  the  white  and  breathless  counte- 
nance of  Alfred  Lammlc,  Esquire,  they  denoted 
that  he  conceived  the  purpose  of  subduing  his 
dear  wife  Mrs.  Alfred  Lammlc,  by  at  once  di- 
vesting her  of  any  lingering  reality  or  pretense 
of  self-respect,  the  purpose  would  seem  to  have 
been  presently  executed.  The  mature  young 
lady  has  mighty  little  need  of  powder  now,  for 
her  downcast  face,  as  he  escorts  her  in  the  light 
of  the  setting  sun  to  their  abode  of  bliss. 


PRICES  AND  INVESTMENTS. 

VERYTHING  is  so  /»>/<.'"  laments  every- 
body who  has  anything  to  buy. — ^' Ecery- 
thing  is  so  high !"  remarks,  apologetically,  ev- 
erybody who  has  anything  to  sell. — "Nothing 
is  /i/////,"  explain  certain  theoretical  financiers; 
"  the  trouble  is  that  our  Currency  is  low  ;  witli 
a  gold  dollar  you  can  buy  as  much  as  vou  ever 
could." 

The  error  of  these  theorists — so  far  as  they 
are  not  disloyally  bent  upon  crippling  the  Gov- 
ernment by  depreciating  the  funds — lies  in  tliis, 
that  they  look  upon  Gold  as  the  one  immovable 
thing  in  the  universe :  as  the  great  fixed  sun 
around  which  everything  revolves.  But  the 
sun,  so  far  from  being  fixed,  is  itself  a  moving 
body.  The  value  of  gold,  like  that  of  every- 
thing else,  rises  and  falls  in  accordance  with 
the  inexorable  law  of  supply  and  demand. 

Everything  is  high,  as  everybody  knows,  and 
as  everybody  but  theorists  asserts,  simply  be- 
cause we  are  at  war  and  not  in  peace.  War- 
prices  are,  always  have  been,  and  always  Mill 
be,  high  prices ;  because  war  increases  the  de- 
mand for  everything,  while  it  diminishes  the 
supply.  War  takes  the  farmer  from  liis  plow, 
and  the  price  of  corn  goes  up.  War  takes  the 
shoemaker  from  his  bench,  and  the  price  of 
shoes  goes  up.  War  takes  a  })ortion  of  every 
class  of  workmen  from  their  usual  work,  and 
the  price  of  labor  goes  up.  At  this  moment 
fully  one -third  of  the  ])roducers  of  the  loyal 
States  are  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  the 
war.  A  large  portion  are  in  the  field  or  on  the 
sea,  as  soldiers  or  sailors.  Many  are  engaged 
in  ])roducing'im])lomcnts  of  war  or  military  sup- 
plies—  ships,  guns,  clothing,  cquijimeuts,  and 
the  like.  All  these  men  have  been  witiidrawn 
by  the  war  from  their  avocations.  The  pro- 
ducts of  their  former  industrv  have  been  dimin- 
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ished,  and  so  the  price  of  these  products  has  in- 
creased. 

Again,  war  is  wasteful.  We  do  not  here 
speak  of  fraudulent  waste;  for  the  amount  wast- 
ed by  fraud,  great  as  it  is,  is  nothing  compared 
with  the  necessary  waste  of  war.  It  must  al- 
ways cost  much  more  to  sustain  a  million  of 
men  in  the  field  than  it  did  to  sustain  the  same 
men  at  home.  A  bushel  of  corn  will  feed  no 
more  men  in  Virginia  than  in  Illinois ;  but  its 
worth  when  transported  to  the  James  River  is 
far  greater  than  when  it  was  harvested  on  tlie 
prairies. 

War  is  costly,  and  its  cost  must  be  paid  by 
those  who  wage  it.  The  cost  of  our  war  may 
be  fairly  measured  by  the  amount  of  our  Nation- 
al Debt.  This,  on  the  14th  of  June,  amounted 
in  round  numbers  to  1720  millions  of  dollars. 
Making  a  liberal  allowance  for  the  following 
weeks,  our  debt  on  the  1st  of  August  may  be 
stated  at  2000  millions  of  dollars.  Great  as 
this  sum  is  we  assume  that  the  people  consider 
it  fairly  contracted,  well  spent,  and  to  be  paid. 
It  is  in  fact  a  first  mortgage  u})on  every  acre  of 
land,  upon  every  house  or  ship,  upon  every  mile 
of  railway,  upon  every  man's  savings  and  earn- 
ings, upon  every  thing,  in  short,  which  can  be 
considered  as  property.  The  debt  is  to  be  paid, 
and  must  be  paid  from  the  accumul.i  ions  of 
past  years,  and  from  the  earnings  of  those  that 
are  to  come. 

Great  as  the  burden  must  be  it  will  not  crush 
us.  The  people  of  the  loyal  States  could  pay  it 
three  times  over  from  the  accumulations  of  the 
ten  years  which  preceded  the  war,  and  yet  leave 
every  man  richer  than  he  was  in  1850.  The 
census  puts  down  the  property  of  the  loyal 
States  at  fully  GOOO  millions  of  dollars  more  in 
18G0  than  it  was  in  1850.  We  are  charged  by 
others,  and  we  charge  ourselves,  with  extrava- 
gance ;  but  in  ten  years  we  earned  COCO  mill- 
ions more  than  we  spent.  Apportioning  this 
by  head  among  the  whole  population,  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  loyal  States  was 
worth  250  dollars  more  in  18G0  than  in  1850. 
Our  debt,  were  it  three  times  as  great  as  it  is, 
could  bo  paid  from  the  accumulations  of  the 
past  ten  years.  But  as  it  takes  the  shape  of  a 
loan  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  repre- 
sented by  the  Government,  payable  liereafter, 
most  of  the  riionev-cost  will  be  defraved  from 


the  earnings  of  another  generation.  This  is 
ri,nht  and  just.  We  of  this  generation  have  not 
undertaken  this  great  war  merely  for  ourselves. 
We  have  undertaken  it  mainly  for  those  who 
shall  come  after  us.  The  blood  which  it  costs 
we  ourselves  pay.  Our  sons,  and  our  sons' 
sons,  can  well  afford  to  pay  their  share  of  the 
money. 

Fortunately  every  dollar  of  the  debt  as  yet 
contracted  is  due  to  ourselves.  How  shall  it  be 
apportioned  among  us  so  that  each  man  shall 
bear  his  fiiir  portion?  As  we  have  said,  this 
debt  is  ro^Ar  a  mortgage  upon  every  man's  prop- 
erty and^R-nings.  It  is  represented  by  Gov- 
ernment bonds  of  various  kinds.  Every  man 
who  holds  such  a  bond  has  virtually  a  mortgage 
upon  my  property  for  that  amount.  If  I  hold 
the  same  sum  I  have  an  equal  mortgage  upon 
his  property.  In  any  case  I  must  be  a  mort- 
gagee ;  I  can  become  a  mortgagor  likewise  by 
purchasing  Government  bonds.  In  the  final  ad- 
justment these  mortgages  will  cancel  each  other. 

Leaving  patriotism,  for  the  moment,  out  of 
the  question,  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  every  man 
to  become,  as  far  as  he  is  able,  a  creditor  of  the 
Government,  or  rather,  of  the  people.  The  in- 
terest offered  is  quite  equal  to  that  of  any  other 
safe  investment;  and  the  Government,  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  assumes  the  responsibility 
of  collecting  and  ])aying  that  interest.  The  se- 
curity offered  is  the  most  ample  possible.  It  is 
a  first  lien  upon  the  entire  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try. No  man  can  be  half  as  sure  of  receiving 
his  dividends  from  railway  or  bank  stock,  his 
rents  from  real  estate,  or  his  profits  from  busi- 
ness, as  he  is  of  receiving  the  interest  upon  his 
loan  to  the  nation.  Just  now  Government  bonds 
can  be  bought  lower  than  the  stocks  of  any  pay- 
ing railway  or  bank,  sim])ly  because  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  times  demand  that  a  large  amount 
shall  be  offered  for  sale.  We  expect  to  see  the 
time  when  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  shall 
command  a  premium  in  gold.  It  is  not  long 
since  the  United  States  paid  more  than  twenty 
cents  on  the  dollar  for  the  privilege  of  buying 
up  its  obligations  with  but  a  few  years  to  run. 
We  trust  that  the  same  thing  will  occur  with  the 
debt  now  contracted  and  contracting ;  and  so 
the  men  who  have  invested  their  surplus  money 
in  the  Government  loan  have  acted  not  only 
])atriotically  but  wisely. 
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UNITED  STATE?. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  thq  •20th  of  June.  Both 
the  eastern  and  western  campaign  have  stead- 
ily progressed,  though  no  decisive  results  have  yet 
been  obtained. 

At  the  close  of  our  last  Record  the  Federal  and 
Confederate  armies  were  confronting  each  other  at 
Spottsylvania  Court  House  on  the  line  of  the  To. 
The  battle  had  been  renewed  on  tlie  18th  of  May, 
after  the  lull  of  a  week,  during  which  I)oth  armies 
had  been  rested  and  reinforced.      In  this  cngage- 


mentllancock,  operating  against  the  enemy's  right 
flank,  gained  two  lines  of  his  intrcnchincnts  and 
captured  several  guns ;  Uurnside  drove  the  Confed- 
erate left  some  distance,  but  subsequently  with- 
drew. 

The  next  day  Ewell's  corps  made  a  desperate  at- 
tempt to  turn  Grant's  right  and  capture  liis  supply 
trains,  which  were  loaded  with  ammunition  and  sub- 
sistence. The  attack  was  repulsed,  chiefly  by  the 
gallantry  of  Tyler's  Division,  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  raw  recruits.     The  Federal  loss  was  com- 
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pavatively  small — only  900  killed  and  wounded, 
^\ln\^i  EwcU  lost  1250,  besides  .000  taken  prisoners. 

On  the  evening;  of  the  20th  Grant  began  to  ' 
manoeuvre  his  left  -with  the  purpose  of  drawing 
Lee  out  of  his  intrcnchmcnts.  The  position  had 
been  attempted  over  and  again,  sometimes  with  par- 
tial success  and  frequently  with  failure.  The  great- 
est success  gained  was  that  of  the  12th,  when  John- 
ston and  his  division  were  captured  ;  and  if  the  dis- 
position of  the  Federal  forces  had  been  favorable 
the  advantage  gained  on  this  occasion  might  have 
been  pushed  to  more  decisive  results.  Having  de- 
termined to  shift  his  position,  Grant  extended  his 
left  until  Spottsylvania  Court  Hous|g|tood  over 
on  his  right.  Lee  at  the  same  time  UPended  his 
right,  intrenching  at  ever}'  move.  Li  order  to  com- 
pel a  retreat  Grant  had  to  flank  Lee  outright  by 
massing  his  force  on  the  left.  On  Frida}',  the  20th, 
then,  Hancock  shifted  over  to  Lee's  extreme  right, 
and  in  the  evening  advanced  southward.  He  con- 
tinued his  march  the  next  day,  and  on  Saturday 
evening  occupied  Bowling  Green.  About  an  hour 
after  Hancock  started,  Friday  night,  Longstreet  also 
moved  southward.  On  Saturday  Hancock  was  fol- 
lowed by  Warren,  and  Longstreet  by  Ewell ;  during 
Saturday  night  both  armies  were  on  the  march. 

^londay.  Grant  effected  the  crossing  of  the  North 
Anna,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road. This  was  not  accomplished,  however,  without 
an  obstinate  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Confeder- 
ates. The  railroad  bridge  crossing  the  river  at  this 
point  was  burned  by  the  Federal  forces,  and  Wednes- 
day night  found  the  entire  army  between  the  North 
and  South  Anna,  and  within  25  miles  of  Richmond. 
On  the  north  bank  of  the  latter  river  was  General 
Lee's  new  line  of  defense. 

To  all  appearances  Grant's  purpose  was  to  march 
up  and  attempt  this  new  line  by  a  series  of  assaults 
similar  to  those  directed  against  the  former  line 
along  the  Po.  But  Thursday  found  him  preparing 
to  recross  the  North  Anna,  and  on  the  last  day  of 
May  he  had  his  whole  army  south  of  the  Panumke}' 
and  within  ten  miles  of  Richmond,  with  a  new  base 
of  supplies  estiiblished  at  White  House. 

The  new  line  ran  nearly  north  and  south  from  a 
point  on  the  Pamunkey  River  near  Hanover  Court 
House,  across  Tolopatamoy  Creek  three  miles  south 
of  Hanovertown.  Grant's  head-quarters  were  on 
the  spot  on  which  M'Clellan's  right  had  rested  two 
years  before.  The  Confederate  line  stretched  from 
Atlee's  Station,  along  the  line  of  the  Chickahominy 
and  the  Virginia  Central,  to  Shady  Grove  Church, 
five  miles  north  of  Richmond,  Our  forces,  ever 
since  crossing  the  Panmnkey,  had  been  pressing 
steadily  up  to  this  line ;  and  on  the  28th  a  cavalr}' 
engagement  had  been  fought,  the  advance  of  Gregg's 
division  having  met  and  driven  the  enemy.  On  the 
30th  Warren  had  pressed  close  up  to  Shady  Grove ; 
and  Crawford's  division,  getting  detached  from  the 
main  body,  was  attacked  and  pushed  back.  Tlie 
Bame  day  Hancock  gained  ground  on  the  right. 

It  was  inevitable  at  this  juncture  that  whichever 
of  the  two  armies  should  first  acquire  a  command- 
ing position  between  the  Federal  left  and  Richmond 
would  gain  an  important  advantage.  It  was  for 
this  position  that  the  contest  of  the  next  few  days 
was  carried  on.  If  Lee  should  prove  successful, 
then  he  would  be  able  to  cut  (irant's  line  of  com- 
munications with  the  White  House;  while  if  Grant 
should  succeed,  Lee  would  be  compelled  to  leave 
the  way  open  to  Richmond.  On  the  .'51st  there 
were  cavalry  engagements  both  on  the  right  and 


left  flanks,  in  both  of  which  the  Federals  were  suc- 
cessful. The  success  on  the  left  opened  the  way 
to  Cold  Harbor,  on  the  road  from  White  House  to 
Richmond.  On  Wednesday,  June  1,  the  Sixth 
Corps  took  a  position  near  this  place,  where  it  was 
joined  by  tlie  Eighteenth  and  part  of  the  Tenth, 
sent  around  from  the  James ;  and  here  a  battle  was 
fought  by  this  portion  of  the  army,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  possession  of  Cold  Harbor  by  the 
Federal  Forces.  Cold  Harbor  is  the  key  to  Rich- 
mond on  this  line  of  approach  ;  and  it  only  remain- 
ed to  cross  the  Chickahominy  a  short  distance  south 
to  outflank  the  Confederate  army. 

It  was  for  this  purpose  that  Hancock  was  shifted 
to  the  left  during  Wednesday  night,  and  an  atta<  k 
was  ordered  the  next  day.  This  was  postponed  on 
account  of  a  severe  storm,  and  the  enemy  thus  gain- 
ed time  to  complete  his  preparations  for  defense. 
Thus  it  happened  that  on  Friday,  June  3,  the  Con- 
federates were  as  stronglv  posted  on  the  Chicka- 
hominy as  they  had  been  on  the  South  Anna.  On 
that  day  a  battle  was  fought  early  in  the  morning, 
the  main  interest  of  which  centred  on  the  left. 
Here  the  army  was  carried  up  in  close  proximity 
to  the  enemy's  works.  Some  important  positions 
were  gained  at  great  expense  of  life,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. On  the  right  a  heavy  cannonade  went  on, 
but  Avithout  sensible  effect  on  the  main  issue.'  The 
attempt  to  carry  the  Confederate  position  by  direct 
assault  was  given  up.  In  the  evening  an  attack 
was  made  by  the  enemy  on  a  portion  of  Hancock's 
corps,  but  was  repulsed,  with  great  looS  to  the  as- 
sailants. Several  assaults  of  this  nature  were  sab- 
sequentl}'"  made  on  Grant's  left,  with  the  view  of 
cutting  his  communications  with  the  Wliite  House  ; 
but  these  were  uniformly  unsuccessful.  On  the 
7th  an  arrangement  was  concluded  between  the 
two  armies  for  the  humane  purpose  of  attending  to 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  battle-field ;  and 
with  this  the  operations  along  the  Chickahominy 
were  substantially  concluded. 

The  approach  to  Richmond  from  the  North  hav- 
ing been  given  up,  Grant  removed  his  entire  anny 
to  the  south  side  of  the  James  River,  and  formed 
new  combinations.  The  preparations  for  this  move- 
ment were  in  contemplation  before  the  battle  of 
Friday  had  fairly  ended.  For  more  than  a  week 
they  were  going  on  ;  and  on  Sunday  night,  the  12th, 
the  movement  commenced,  and  was  completed  by 
Wednesday  morning.  The  Eighteenth  Corps  went 
back  to  Bermuda  Hundred  by  water  ;  the  rest  of  the 
army  crossed  the  Chickahomin}'  at  Long  Bridge  and 
James  Bridge,  and  proceeded  thence  to  the  James 
River,  crossing  at  I*owhatan  Point.  During  the 
march  there  was  no  very  serious  iijterruption  from 
Lee's  army.  Smith's  corps  arriving  at  its  destina- 
tion sooner  than  the  others,  marched  forthwith  to 
Petersburg,  the  other  corps  following  in  the  same 
general  direction  soon  after  landing.  '' 

At  the  close  of  our  last  Record  we  loft  Butler  in 
his  intrenchments  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  which 
he  had  been  driven  as  the  result  of  the  fierce  as- 
sault made  by  the  enemy  on  the  l()th.  In  the 
battle  which  followed,  Hickman's  brigade  suffered 
severely,  and  Hickman  him*;elf  was  taken  prisoner. 
After  Butler's  withdrawal  to  Bermuda  Hundred  the 
Confederates  closed  about  him  with  great  vigor,  and 
m.idc  sev-ral  assaults  on  his  lines,  which  were  re- 
pulsed. On  the  20th  the  Confederate  General  Walker 
was  captured. 

With  the  exception  of  important  reinforcements 
sent  to  General  (Jrant,  there  has  since  been  no  oc- 
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currence  of  special  interest  in  Butler's  department. 
Kautz  on  the  19th  of  jNIay  returned  from  his  second 
great  raid,  having  cut  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
and  the  Danville  railroads  at  various  points,  destroy- 
ing a  large  amount  of  stores. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time  important  successes  were 
achieved  in  Southwestern  Virginia,  by  Generals 
Averill  and  Crook.  Besides  burning  the  railroad 
bridge  at  Newbern,  on  the  East  Tennessee  and  Vir- 
ginia Railroad,  several  engagements  occurred  with 
the  enemy,  in  which  tlie  latter,  under  Morgan  and 
Jenkins,  was  severely  punished.  In  one  of  these 
Jenkins  was  taken  prisoner. 

After  Sigel's  defeat  in  the  Shenandoah,  Hunter 
was  appointed  to  supersede  him.  On  the  5th  of 
June  a  battle  was  fought  near  Staunton,  between 
Hunter  and  the  Confederate  General  W.  E.  Jones, 
resulting  in  a  complete  victory.  General  Jones  was 
killed,  Staunton  was  captured,  1500  prisoners  and 
several  guns  were  taken,  and  the  rebel  force  was 
driven  to  Waynesboro.  After  the  capture  of  Staun- 
ton a  junction  was  effected  on  the  8th  with  Crook 
and  Averill.  In  the  mean  time  Sheridan's  command 
having  crossed  the  Pamunkey  on  the  7th,  were 
marched  to  a  point  south  of  Gordonsville.  This 
point — Trevilan  Station — was  reached  on  the  11th. 
Here  an  important  victory  was  gained,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  Gordonsville  Railroad  destroyed ;  four 
hundred  prisoners  were  taken. 

In  the  West  Sherman,  having  occupied  Kings- 
ton and  the  line  of  the  Etowah,  resumed  his  march 
on  the  21th  to  Dallas,  where  he  came  up  with  the 
enemy ;  on  the  28th  M'Pherson  was  engaged,  and 
the  Confederates  were  driven  back,  with  a  loss  to 
them  of  about  3000  men.  On  Thursday,  June  2, 
Schofield  and  Hooker  moved  upon  Marietta,  a  few 
miles  to  the  left  of  Dallas;  Stoneman's  and  Gar- 
rard's cavalrj'  at  tlie  same  time  taking  possession 
of  Allatoona  Pass.  This  advance  brings  our  army 
out  of  the  mountainous  region  of  Georgia  to  the  fer- 
tile plains  in  the  central  portion  of  the  State.  In 
regard  to  the  value  of  Allatoona  Pass,  Slierman  said, 
in  his  dispatch  of  June  7 :  "  I  have  been  to  Alla- 
toona Pass,  and  find  it  admirable  for  our  purposes. 
It  is  the  gate  through  the  last,  or  most  eastern  spur 
of  the  Alleghanies.  It  now  becomes  as  useful  to  us 
as  it  was  to  the  enemy,  being  easily  defended  from 
either  dii'ection.  The  roads  hence  from  Ackworth 
into  Georgia  are  large  and  good,  and  the  country 
more  open." 

On  the  10th  Wheeler,  with  a  Confederate  force 
of  cavalry,  intennipted  the  raih'oad  communication 
between  Sherman's  army  and  Chattanooga.  At 
about  the  same  time  Forrest,  in  conjunction  with 
Roddy  and  Lee,  gained  a  decisive  victory  over 
Sturgis  at  Guntown,  Mississippi.  General  A.  J. 
Smith,  who  had  been  operating  successfully  against 
Marmaduke,  was,  after  this  disaster,  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  forces  against  the  rebel  cavalry  acting 
in  Sherman's  rear. 

In  the  Southwest  affairs  have  at  least  assumed  a 
less  critical  aspect  as  compared  with  the  situation 
a  month  ago.  General  Banks  with  his  army  have 
returned  to  New  Orleans,  having  fought  two  bat- 
tles on  the  way,  in  both  of  which  the  reljels  were 
repulsed.  Porter's  gun-boat  fleet  was  relieved  on 
the  11th  of  iNIay  through  the  ingenious  efforts  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  who  brought  it  safely 
out  of  its  perilous  situation  by  the  construction  of 
a  dam  at  Alexandria.  General  A.  J.  Smith's  army 
has  also  been  brought  down  the  river,  and  dispatch- 
ed against  the  forces  under  Marmaduke,  in  Arkan- 


sas. General  Can  by  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red 
River  on  the  14th  of  iMay,  where  he  was  collecting 
together  forces  to  assist  Banks.  Banks's  position 
remains  the  same  as  hitherto ;  the  significance  to 
be  attached  to  Canby's  appointment  being  simply 
that  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  is  now  or- 
ganized under  a  single  command,  and  Banks  re- 
ports to  Can  by  just  as  Thomas  reports  to  Sherman. 

Early  in  tlie  month  John  Morgan,  with  2500  men, 
made  another  raid  into  Kentucky.  Entering  by 
Pound  Gap,  he,  with  great  rapidity,  got  possession 
of  Paris,  Georgetown,  Cynthiana,  Williamstown, 
and  Mount  Sterling.  He  attacked  the  Louisville 
and  other  railroads,  interrupting  communicationa 
for  several  da^^s.  This  force  Avas  met  by  Burbridge 
on  the  9th,  and  severely  beaten,  but  not  so  badly 
used  as  to  prevent  further  destruction  ;  for  Lexing- 
ton was  afterward  captured  and  plundered  by  Mor- 
gan's men,  and  two  Ohio  regiments  were  taken  at 
Cynthiana.  On  tlie  12th,  however,  Burbridge  again 
attacked,  and  this  time  with  a  decisive  result,  com- 
pletely routing  the  enemy  and  capturing  a  large 
portion  of  his  force,  besides  a  thousand  horses,  which 
were  probably  the  main  object  of  the  raid. 

The  navy  has  lost  three  gun-boats  by  capture 
during  the  month ;  the  Uranite  City  and  the  Wave 
at  Sabine  Pass ;  and  the  Water  Witch,  which  was 
taken  by  eight  rebel  gun-boats  under  the  guns  of 
Fort  M'Allister,  Georgia. 

The  Cleveland  Convention  met  on  INIay  31.  John 
Cochrane  Avas  elected  its  President.  A  platform 
was  reported  and  adopted,  made  up  of  resolutions 
in  favor  of  the  Union,  the  suppression  of  the  rebell- 
ion without  compromise,  of  an  expression  of  grat- 
itude to  the  army  and  navy,  of  free  speech,  free 
press,  the  habeas  corpus,  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
the  right  of  asylum,  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  a  one- 
term  Presidenc}',  the  confiscation  of  rebel  lands, 
and  their  division  among  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of 
the  Union  army.  John  C.  Fremont  was  nominated 
for  President,  and  John  Cochrane  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Mr.  Fremont's  letter  of  acceptance  was  every 
way  remarkable.  He  said  that  the  right  to  have 
candidates  in  the  coming  election  Avas  disputed.  He 
said  that  the  Administration  had  violated  the  liber- 
ties of  American  citizens ;  and  that  abroad  its  course 
had  been  marked  by  feebleness  and  Avant  of  princi- 
ple. Mr.  Fremont — the  same  that  in  1861  had, 
Avithout  authority,  carried  out  the  Avidest  system 
of  confiscation  against  Missouri  rebels— said,  also, 
that  he  Avas  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  platform  in 
favor  of  the  confiscation  of  rebel  property.  He 
said  that  the  Administration  had  disgraced  itself  by 
denjMng  the  right  of  asylum,  meaning,  of  course, 
in  the  Arguelles  case,  which  is  treated  of  in  its  le- 
gitimate place  in  this  Record.  And,  finally,  he 
Avound  up  by  saA'ing  that  if  the  Baltimore  Con- 
A^ention  would  nominate  some  other  candidate  than 
Mr.  Lincoln  he  avouUI  support  him;  but  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's election  he  thought  it  proper  to  oppose,  and, 
if  possible,  to  prevent,  and  in  that  contingency  he 
accepted  the  nomination  of  the  Cleveland  ConA^en- 
tion. 

On  the  7th  of  June  the  Baltimore  ConA'ontion 
met.  Ex-Governor  Denison,  of  Ohio,  Avas  elected 
President.  A  platform  of  resolutions  Avas  reported 
and  adopted.  It  Avas  resoU-ed  that  the  rebellion  be 
suppressed  Avithout  compromise ;  that  slavery  be 
abolished  by  Constitutional  amendment ;  that  an 
expression  of  popular  gratitude  Avas  due  not  only  to 
the  army  and  navy,  but  also  to  the  President;  that 
foreign  immigration  be  encouraged;  that  tl-.c  rail- 
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road  to  tlie  Pacific  ouy:lit  speedily  to  be  constructed ; 
and  tliat  the  Monroe  doctrine  should  be  nuiintain- 
cd.  The  Convention  then  nominated  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, of  Illinois,  and  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennes- 
see, for  President  and  Vice-President.  The  nom- 
ination -was  Ilrst  carried  by  a  call  of  the  States,  all 
except  the  ^lissouri  delegation  voting  for  Lincoln 
and  Johnson.  The  nomination  was  then  made  unani- 
mous; a  National  Committee  was  elected,  and  the 
Convention  adjourned. 

MEXICO. 

Maximilian,  the  "new  IMexican  Emperor,  arrived 
in  ^lexico  on  the  28th  of  May,  and  received  from 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Vera  Cruz  the  keys  of  that 
city.  The  French  authorities  had  made  extraordi- 
nary preparations  for  this  event,  and  especially  for 
the  entrance  of  the  Emperor  into  the  capital,  which 
was  announced  for  the  10th  of  June,  that  being  the 
anniversary  of  the  entrance  of  the  French  troops 
into  that  cit}'  last  year.  But  there  has  been  no 
grand  popular  reception  of  the  Emperor,  notwith- 
standing that  he  began  his  proclamation,  issued  on 
his  arrival,  informing  the  Mexicans  that  they  had 
longed  for  his  presence !  Generals  Santa  Anna, 
Almonte,  ^Nliramon,  and  Marquez  were  appointed 
Grand  Marshals  of  the  new  Empire. 
CUBA. 

On  the  '20th  of  last  November  Thomas  Savage, 
United  States  Consul-General  at  Havana,  informed 
Secretary  Seward  of  the  arrival  in  Cuba  of  over 
one  thousand  African  negroes,  notice  of  which  was 
promptly  given  to  Lord  L^'ons  and  transmitted  b}' 
him  to  the  British  Government.  On  the  '28th  of 
the  same  month  Secretary  Seward  informed  Earl 
Kussell  through  Lord  Lyons  that  if  a  communication 
should  be  addressed  by  the  British  Government  to 
tlie  Spanish  Cabinet,  with  a  view  to  procure  an 
amendment  of  the  laws  aflfecting  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  Cuba,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  communicate  with  the  Government  of  Spain 
in  the  same  sense  and  spirit.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary Seward  received  from  Lord  Lyons  a  letter  in- 
closing a  memorandum  of  the  communication  to  be 
addressed  by  Her  Majest}''s  Government  to  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  at  Madrid. 

According  to  this  memorandum  tVe  present  Cap- 
tain-General of  Cuba  lias  done  all  in  his  power  to 
carry  out  the  treaty  obligations  of  Spain  relative  to 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade ;  so  that  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1863,  the  number  of 
slaves  introduced  into  Cuba  is  estimated  at  from 
seven  to  eight  thousand  as  compared  with  11,251  of 
the  previous  year.  This  diminution  would  be  satis- 
factory if  it  were  not  dependent  upon  the  exertions 
of  the  present  Captain-tieneral,  who  is  at  any  mo- 
ment liable  to  be  removed ;  and  this  ofliccr  com- 
plains of  the  want  of  sufficient  power  conferred  upon 
him,  and  of  the  inadequate  provisions  of  the  Span- 
ish penal  code  for  the  suppression  of  the  Cuban  slave- 
trade. 

In  the  moan  time  General  Dulce  (Captain-Goneral 
of  (,'uIki)  had  seized  the  cargo  of  slaves.  The  ne- 
groes had  been  landed  in  Colon,  a  district  on  the 
south  side  of  the  island.  Now,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  this  district  was  Don  Jose  Augustin 
Arguelles.  It  was  tlirough  this  oHieer  that  the  ex- 
pedition was  captured,  for  which  service  he  receive<l 
iroin  the  Spanish  (Jovernment  .'^ir),()00.  Innnedi- 
ately  aft(;r  tlie  capture  ]i(>  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  twenty  days  on  pretense  of  a  visit  to  New  York 
to  jjurchasc  the  La  Cronica^  a  S])ani8h  journal  pub- 


lished in  that  city.  He  did  not  return  from  this 
visit,  and  it  was  sul)se(iuently  discovered  that  he 
had  retained  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  negroes 
belonging  to  the  expedition  and  had  sold  them  into 
slavery  at  a  profit  to  himself  of  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  United  States  Consul  at  Havana  for- 
Avarded  to  Secretary  Seward  a  statement  of  these 
facts  on  the  27th  of  March.    • 

There  Avas  no  extradition  treaty  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States  by  which  the  former  could 
claim  the  rendition  of  Arguelles  ;  but  in  view  of  the 
infamous  crime  committed  I)}'  the  latter  General 
Dulce  was  informed  that  if  he  would  send  to  New 
j  York  a  suitable  officer  steps  Avould  be  taken,  if  pos- 
sible, to  j)lace  Arguelles  in  his  possession.     This 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Government 
was  the  more  urgently  demanded  by  the  fact  that 
without  the  presence  of  this  notorious  criminal  in 
,  Cuba  it  would  be  impossible  to  emancipate  the 
!  slaves  Avho  had  been  consigned  b}'  him  to  slavery. 
Arguelles  was  arrested  on  the  11th  of  May,  1804. 

EUROPH. 

The  London  Conference  having  decided  upon  an 
armistice  for  a  month,  the  Danish  Government  raised 
the  blockade  of  the  German  ports.  Tlie  conditions 
of  the  truce  are,  that  a  Aveek's  notice  must  be  gi\-en 
before  hostilities  are  again  resumed ;  the  allies  to 
hold  their  position  in  Jutland  and  the  Danes  Alsen, 
but  the  former  to  impose  no  further  contributions. 
When  the  Conference  met  on  the  2d  of  June  this 
armistice  Avas  prolonged  for  fifteen  days. 

A  severe  naval  engagement  took  place  off  Heli- 
goland on  May  9  betAveen  the  Danish  fleet  and  that 
of  the  allies.  The  latter,  consisting  of  three  Aus- 
trian frigates  and  two  Prussian  gun-boats,  returned 
to  its  moorings  on  the  Elbe,  bearing  evident  signs 
of  haA'ing  been  scA-crely  handled. 

The  Liberal  party  in  England  liaA'e  receiA'ed  great 
encourag.ment  from  a  speech  recently  made  in  Par- 
liament by  Gladstone,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
on  Paine's  Reform  Bill,  he  having  on  this  occasion 
declared  in  favor  of  an  extensitm  of  the  right  of 
suffrage.  The  ncAvs  of  Grant's  movements  has 
created  unusual  interest  in  England.  The  contest- 
ed case  of  the  rebel  rams  has  been  finally  disposed 
of  by  the  British  Government ;  not  finding  any  hnv 
for  the  detention  of  these  vessels,  and  yet  fully 
aAvare  of  the  consequences  Avhich  must  foHoAV  their 
release.  Her  ]\Iajesty's  GoA'ernmont  has  freed  itself 
from  the  perplexing  dilemma  by  purchasing  them. 
The  ship-oAvners  of  Liverpool,  fearing  that  some 
time  the  ])olicy  pursued  by  the  British  GoA-ernnient 
in  relation  to  the  Alahdwi  might  be  turned  against 
itself,  have  presented  a  petition  to  Parliament  urg- 
ing that,  in  case  the  existing  hnv  be  insufficient  for 
the  presen-ation  of  a  strict  neutrality,  such  amend- 
ments should  be  introduced  into  the  Foreign  Enlist- 
ment Act  as  Avould  secure  the  end  desired.  Tlie 
matter  Avas  ]ireseiite(l  in  a  very  effective  manner  in 
a  spreeh  made  by  ]\Ir.  Cobdiu  on  'Slay  13.  He 
said  that  the  British  (Jovernment  had  already  done 
its  Avorst  against  the  American  mercantile  marine. 
The  injury,  considering  merely  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty destroyed,  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars; but  this  was  not  all,  that  Avhich  had  not  been 
destroyed  had  l)een  rendered  useless.  In  18(>0  one- 
third  of  the  American  commerce  was  carried  on  in 
for.  ign  bottoms,  in  18(53  three-fourths;  and  this 
Avas  oAving  to  priA'atccrs  armed  and  c(|uipi)ed  in 
English  ports. 


Ilittrartf  latire 


History  of  Frederich  the  Great,  by  Thomas  Car- 
LYLE :  Vol.  IV.  In  this  volume  Mr.  Carlyle  car- 
ries us  through  a  dozen  years  of  the  life  of  Frederick. 
The  volume  opens  with  an  account  of  the  Second 
Silesian  War  of  1744-5,  in  which  occurred  the  fruit- 
less capture  of  Prague  by  the  Prussians ;  the  battle 
of  Fontenoy  (May,  1745),  where  the  French  and 
their  allies— Prussia  being  one — beat  the  Austrians 
and  their  allies — England  being  one ;  the  battle  of 
Hohenfriedberg  (June,  1745),  where  the  Prussians 
beat  the  Saxons,  now  the  allies  of  Austria,  and  yet 
won  no  great  advantage  from  a  victory  the  like  of 
which  "had  not  been  seen  since  Blenheim;"  the 
battle  of  Sohr  (September,  1745),  where  the  Prus- 
sians got  the  better  of  the  Austrians ;  the  battle  of 
Kesseldorf  (December,  1745),  where  the  Saxons, 
still  allies  of  the  Austrians,  fought  their  last  battle 
as  a  nation,  and  were  utterly  routed  by  the  Prus- 
sians. This  Second  Silesian  War  was  really,  in  the 
world's  history,  but  an  episode  in  the  general  Eu- 
ropean war  then  raging.  It  was  closed  by  the  peace 
of  Dresden  (Dccembei-,  1745).  In  describing  the 
once  famous  battle  of  Fontenoy,  Carlyle  pricks  a 
wind-bag  which  has  long  done  duty  as  the  last  in- 
stance of  modern  chivalry.  According  to  the  story 
— finally  polished  up  by  Voltaire,  after  the  manner 
of  his  famous  but  exploded  "Moriamur  pro  rege 
nostro,"  etc.  Lord  Charles  Hay — so  runs  the  story 
— Captain  of  the  English  Guards,  and  M.  lelNIarquis 
d'Auteroche,  of  the  French  Grenadiers,  found  them- 
selves with  their  commands  fronting  each  other. 
Each  stepped  forward,  bowing  politeh',  hat  in  hand. 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  French  Guards,"  said  the  En- 
glishman, waiving  precedence,  "Fire!" — "No," 
replied  the  equally  polite  Frenchman,  "  we  never 
fire  first."  Chivalry  satisfied,  the  English  Guards 
did  thereupon  fire,  to  the  terrible  loss  of  the  French 
Grenadiers.  IMr.  Carlyle  has  fished  up  the  genuine 
accoutit  of  this  transaction,  fearfully  spelled,  by 
Lord  Charles  Hay  himself.  What  he  did  say,  in 
effect  was,  "We  are  the  English  Guards,  and  hope 
you  won't  run  away  before  we  can  get  at  a'ou,  as  you 
did  a  while  ago  at  Dettingen."  The  sublime  court- 
esy of  the  aff"air  thus  resolves  itself  into  a  bit  of 
"  chaffing."  After  this  episodical  war  followed,  as 
far  as  Frederick  was  concerned,  ten  years  of  peace. 
Plalf  of  this  volume  is  occupied  with  a  minute  and 
picturesque  account  of  the  private  life  of  Frederick. 
Then  follows  the  opening  campaign  of  the  great 
Seven  Years'  War — Prussia  and  England  being  now 
on  one  side,  France  and  Austria  on  the  other,  with  all 
Europe  as  allies  on  one  side  or  the  other — during 
which  Frederick  first  manifcstetl  his  great  capacities 
as  a  Captain  and  Ruler.  Those  who  have  followed 
Mr.  Carlyle  thus  far  in  his  History  of  Frederick  will 
need  no  other  inducement  to  go  on  with  him  to  the 
end.     (Published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

77*6  Life  of  Napbleon,  by  Baron  Jomixi,  trans- 
lated by  Major-General  H.  W.  Hallkck.  Napole- 
on is  hardly  more  indisputably  the  great  master  of 
the  Science  and  Art  of  War  than  Jomini  is  the  great- 
est military  historian  and  commsntator.  He  is  ac- 
knowledged to  bo  first,  with  no  rival  unless  it  be  Sir 
William  Napier,  who  can  fairly  claim  to  be  second. 
His  "Critical  and  Military  History  of  the  Wars  of 
the  Revolution"  is  the  foundation  upon  which  and 
the  quarry  out  of  which  all  the  military  histories  of 
that  period  have  been  built.     His  Life  of  Napoleon 
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is  an  almost  necessarN^  complement  to  that  work. 
As  a  biography  of  Napoleon,  in  his  personal  and 
political  character,  we  can  not  accord  to  it  a  verv 
high  place.  The  very  form  in  which  it  is  cast — an 
autobiography  recited  in  the  Elysian  Fields  b}-  the 
shade  of  Napoleon  to  Alexander,  Caisar,  and  Freder- 
ick— would  of  itself  preclude  any  high  degree  of 
merit  as  a  memoir.  This  form,  however,  gives  no 
slight  advantage  for  presenting  the  military  history 
of  Napoleon.  The  Great  Master  might  be  supposed 
to  present  his  career  as  a  commander  in  the  best 
form  before  such  an  audience.  In  this  main  aspect 
the  work  is  of  inestimable  value,  and  the  labor  of 
presenting  it  in  our  language  could  have  been  un- 
dertaken by  no  one  more  capable  than  General  Hal- 
leck.  These  five  large  volumes,  with  the  accom- 
panying convenient  Atlas  of  Military  Maps,  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  every  one  who  wishes — and  who 
now  does  not  ? — to  gain  some  idea  of  what  war  in 
modern  times  implies.  Every  ofificer  who  hopes  to 
command  a  regiment,  much  more  a  brigade  or  di- 
vision, should  study  them  as  the  lawyer  studies  his 
Blackstone  or  Kent,  or  as  the  divine  studies  his  Tur- 
retin  or  Calvin.     (Published  by  D.  Van  Nostrand.) 

Purjnt  Ministrations,  by  Gardiner  Spring.  In 
these  two  volumes  the  venerable  and  venerated 
"  Pastor  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
City  of  New  York,"  whose  charge  over  a  single 
church  has  extended  over  two  full  generations,  ded- 
icates a  series  of  discourses  on  Christian  Doctrine 
and  Duty  to  the  great  multitude  who  have  been, 
who  are,  and  who  may  hereafter  be  connected  with 
his  pastoral  charge.  To  a  circle  even  larger  than 
this  large  one  theso  sermons,  the  ripest  fruits  of  a 
long  and  earnest  life,  will  be  more  than  welcome. 
(Published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

Expository  Lectures  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism, 
by  Georgk  W.  Betiiiine,  D.D.  This  work,  a 
fragment  of  the  author's  design,  must  be  accepted 
as  the  best  literary  monument  of  one  of  the  ripest 
scholars  and  most  eloquent  divines  who  have  adorned 
the  American  pulpit.  The  denomination  to  which 
Dr.  Bethune  belonged  formerly  required  its  pastors 
to  deliver  a  series  of  expository  lectures,  on  the  suc- 
cessive Sabbaths  of  every  year,  setting  forth  and  ex- 
plaining the  doctrines  of  the  Church  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  presented  in  the  venerable  Heidel- 
berg Catechism,  each  Sabbath  of  the  year  having 
its  assigned  topic.  Afterward  four  years  instead  of 
one  were  assigned  to  this  course,  one  lecture  being 
delivered  every  month.  These  lectures  of  Dr.  Be- 
thune embrace  about  two-thirds  of  such  a  course. 
To  their  preparation  in  a  permanent  form  he  had 
consecrated  the  study  of  years.  Although  only  a 
portion  of  the  design,  these  lectures  will  be  regarded 
as  a  permanent  addition  to  the  theological  literature 
of  the  day.     (Published  by  Sheldon  and  Company.) 

Barbara's  History,  by  Amelia  B.  Edwards, 
which  forms  the  240th  volume  of  "  Harper's  Libra- 
r}'  of  Select  Novels,"  is  by  all  odds  the  best  of  the 
scores  of  talcs  which  have  grown  out  of  Charlotte 
Bronte's  three  or  four  novels.  The  plot  is  essen- 
tially that  of  "Jane  Eyre;"  there  are  scenes  and 
characters  which  might  have  formed  parts  of  "The 
Professor"  or  "  Villctte."  Although  INIiss  Edwards 
has  borrow^ed  so  largely  from  Miss  Bronte,  she  has 
brought  enough  original  matter  into  her  novel  to 
take  it  out  of  the  category  of  mere  imitations.    She 
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has  made  one  of  the  best  of  the  second-class  novels 

of  the  day. Cousin  PhiUh  (Ilarpci-'s  Library  of 

Select  Novels,  No.  242)  is  an  exceedingly  graceful 
little  story.  It  is  brought  to  an  abrupt  close  just 
at  the  point  Avliere  one  -would  expect  that  the  real 
story  -was  lo  begin.  Unless  -vve  greatly  mistake  the 
capacities  and  j)urpo?es  of  the  author,  we  shall  have 
some  day  a  novel  in  which  the  character  of  Cousin 
Phillis  will  be  more  largely  developed. 

The  Potomac  and  the  Rapidan^  by  Alonzo  IL 
Quint.  (Crosby  and  Nichols.)  The  Chaplain  of 
the  noble  Massachusetts  Second  republishes  with 
additions  a  scries  of  letters  describing  his  experi- 
ences with  that  regiment  from  the  time  when  it 
was  with  Patterson  in  tlie  Valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah down  to  the  time  when  it  was  sent  to  rein- 
force Rosecrans  in  Xennessee.  The  record  embraces 
Cedar  ^lountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Chancellorville.  The  author  promises  a  record  of 
the  doings  of  his  regiment.  We  refer  to  this  work 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  that  some 
one  connected  with  every  regiment  in  our  service 
should  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  its  histori- 
ographer. For  many  reasons  the  chaplain  of  the 
regiment  Avill  be,  in  ordinary  cases,  the  proper  man 
for  the  work.  If  at  all  fit  for  his  post,  he  knows 
ever}'  man  in  the  regiment  and  every  event  in  its 
history;  the  nature  of  his  duties  gives  him  leisure 
to  record  them.  lie  should  consider  it  a  part  of  his 
official  duty  to  write,  and  deposit  in  the  national  ar- 
chives, such  a  history.  Prol)ably  hereafter  all  of 
these  accounts  would  be  published.  But  even  if 
they  existed  only  in  manuscript,  a  thousand  or  two 
of  such  documents  Avould  be  of  inestimable  advant- 
age to  the  man  who  will  at  some  time  write  an  ad- 
equate history  of  the  Great  Rebellion. 

Savage  Africa^  by  Wixgavood  Reade.  In  an- 
other part  of  this  Magazine  we  have  given  an  ex- 
tended account  of  this  somewha:  noticeable  book  on 
Africa  and  the  Africans.  It  foiTns  an  indispensa- 
ble adjunct  to  the  library  of  works  on  Africa  which 
has  been  issued  by  the  publishers.  IMost  of  these 
works  tell  how  that  country  and  its  people  appear 
in  the  eyes  of  explorers,  missionaries,  and  men  of 
science.  It  is  worth  while  to  show  how  they  ap- 
pear to  a  rather  clever  but  superficial  "club-man," 
who  chose  to  make  a  trip  to  the  Equator  rather 
than  to  the  Arctic  regions.  The  book,  though  far 
enough  from  being  profound,  is  lively  and  reada- 
ble.    (Published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

The  Life  and  Times  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  by 
James  Parton.  "  ]\Ir.  Parton  possesses  in  a  high 
degree  the  prime  requisites  for  a  biograplier.  He 
is  unwearied  in  his  search  for  facts;  he  has  the  fac- 
ulty of  grasping  the  significance  of  his  materials,  so 
as  to  gain  a  clear  idea  of  the  man  who  is  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  readers ;  he  is  imswervingly  honest, 
presenting  tlie  man  as  he  believes  him  to  have  re- 
ally been,  not  merely  as  he  should  or  might  have 
been.  Tims,  he  does  not  attempt  to  make  Burr  a 
patriot,  or  even  grand  old  Jackson  a  saint.  The 
honest  purpose  of  knowing  and  telling  the  truth, 
and  the  power  of  telling  it  graphically,  are  as  con- 
spicuously shown  in  depicting  the  quiet  life  of 
Franklin  as  in  narrating  the  more  turbulent  careers 
of  Burr  and  Jackson.  To  say  that  this  Life  of 
Franklin  is  the  best  yet  written  would  l)e  a  very 
slight  recommendation ;  for,  apart  from  Franklm's 


own  autobiography,  we  have  had  nothing  even  ap- 
proaching mediocrity.  But  we  can  go  much  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  Mr.  Barton's  Life  is  in  every  way 
ver}''  good.     (Published  by  Mason  Brothers.) 

Nineteen  Beautiful  Years.  In  this  touching  lit- 
tle volume  a  sister  undertakes  to  tell  of  a  sister 
whose  circle  of  life  was  completed  within  nineteen 
years.  Yet  so  completely  rounded  was  it  that  it 
could  hardly  have  been  more  perfect  in  threescore 
and  ten  years.  It  is  the  simple  story  of  the  devel- 
opment of  a  girl  endowed  with  exquisite  sensibili- 
ties, and  fine,  though  not  extraordinary,  faculties. 
She  loved  Literature,  Art,  and  Music ;  yet  there  is 
nothing  to  indicate  that  she  would  ever  have  be- 
come a  great  writer,  artist,  or  musician.  In  the 
very  fact  that  her  life  presented  nothing  very  ex- 
traordinary lies  the  charm  of  this  loving  record  of 
it.  The  nineteen  beautiful  years  of  the  life  of  Mary 
Willard  lie  within  the  reach  of  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands.    (Published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

First  Principhs  of  a  New  System  of  Philosophy^ 
by  Herbert  Spenckr.  This  volume  is  an  install- 
ment of  what  is  intended  to  be  a  series  of  works 
unfolding  the  principles  of  a  "New  Philosophy," 
embracing  an  explanation  of  all  the  phenomena 
manifested  in  the  universe  of  ^Mattel*,  Force,  and 
Mind,  so  far  as  they  are  cognizable  by  the  human 
faculties.  It  is  impossible,  within  the  space  at  our 
disposal,  to  give  even  the  baldest  outline  of  the  phi- 
losophy Avhose  inauguration  is  here  attempted ;  and 
no  one  who  has  not  devoted  months  to  its  examina- 
tion can  be  qualified  to  pass  absolute  judgment  upon 
its  validity ;  or,  if  it  be  partly  valid  and  i)artly  in- 
valid, to  draw  the  line  between  the  true  and  the 
false.  All  that  we  dare  say  is  that  it  is  a  work  of 
great  ability,  which  deserves  and  shoiild  receive  the 
careful  consideration  of  those  who  have  leisure  and 
capacity  to  pursue  the  investigations  through  Avhich 
the  author  proposes  to  conduct  them.  (Published 
by  D.  Appleton  and  Company.) 

Guide-Book  of  the  Central  Railroad  of  Nexc. Jersey. 
This  railroad,  Avith  its  connections,  passes  through 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  portions  of  the  United 
States,  It  traverses  the  great  coal  region  of  Penn- 
sylvania, touches  the  Delaware  "Water  Gap  and  the 
Wyoming  Valley,  passing  every  where  through 
scenes  of  romantic  and  historic  interest.  This  mod- 
est little  volume  is  in  the  best  sense  of  the  Avord  a 
guide  through  this  picturesque  region,  with  which 
no  tourist  who  proposes  to  visit  it  can  afford  to  dis- 
pense.    (Published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

Seven  Stories,  with  Baf^ement  and  Attic,  b}'  Dt)X- 
AED  G.  Mitchell.  This  volume,  as  is  indicated  by 
its  punning  title,  consists  of  seven  Stories — mainly 
reminiscences  of  foreign  travel  and  residence — a  con- 
siderable part  of  Avhich  were  originally  contributed 
to  this  Magazine.  They  are  marked  by  the  delicate 
fanc}'  and  graceful  style  Avliich  characterizes  all  the 
writings  of  the  author.  (Published  by  Charles 
Scribner.) 

Harper's  TTand-BooTc  for  Travelers  in  Europe  and 
the  East.  The  third  annual  revision  of  this  admira- 
ble Guide-Book  is  now  ready.  The  editor  has  again 
gone  over  most  of  the  ground  described  by  him,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  all  necessary  changes  and  addi- 
tions. IMuch  entirely  new  matter  has  been  intro- 
duced, and  tlie  information  as  to  routes  and  charges 
has  been  brought  down  to  the  present  month. 
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THE  death  of  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  is  a  nation- 
al event.  In  original  creative  genius  no  name 
in  our  literature  is  superior  to  his ;  and  while  ev- 
ery body  was  asking  whether  it  were  impossible  to 
write  an  American  novel,  he  wrote  romances  that 
were  hardly  possible  elsewhere,  because  they  were 
so  purely  American.  There  was  never,  certainly, 
an  author  more  utterly  independent  than  Ilaw- 
tliorne  of  the  circumstances  that  surrounded  liim. 
In  his  style,  even,  which,  for  a  rich,  idiomatic  raci- 
ness,  is  unsurpassed,  there  was  no  touch  of  any  of 
the  schools  of  his  time.  It  was  as  clear  and  simple 
as  Thackeray's,  and  as  felicitous ;  but  there  was  a 
flush  of  color  in  it,  sometimes,  of  which  Thackeray 
has  no  trace.  But  of  the  literary  influences  of  his 
time,  and  even  of  his  personal  association,  thei'e  is 
no  sign  in  his  writings.  The  form  in  which  his 
world  was  revealed,  like  that  world  itself,  was  en- 
tirely his  own. 

Nor  was  there  any  foreign  flavor  whatever  in  his 
genius.  It  was  not  a  groAvth  of  the  English,  or  the 
German,  or  the  French ;  nor  Avas  it  eclectic.  It 
was  American.  It  was  almost  Nevf  England,  ex- 
cept for  that  universality  wliich  belongs  to  such 
genius,  and  which  made  the  "Marble  Faun"  no 
less  a  characteristic  work  of  Hawthorne's  than  the 
"Scarlet  Letter."  Yet  in  both  there  is  the  same 
general  quality,  althougli  one  is  a  story  of  old  Pu- 
ritan days  in  Boston,  and  the  other  of  modern  life 
in  Rome. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Hawthorne  was  an  author, 
and  a  copious  one,  long  before  he  was  generally 
recognized.  His  delight,  in  former  days,  was  to 
insist  that  no  writer  was  so  obscure  as  he ;  and  it 
is  one  evidence  of  the  vitality'  of  his  power  that  he 
still  wrote  on.  He  piped,  and  the  world  would  not 
sing ;  he  played,  and  it  would  not  dance.  But  lie 
was  sent  to  be  a  piper*  and  so  he  piped  until  the 
world  paused,  charmed  by  the  rare  melody,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  master.  His  place  in  our  litera- 
ture he  took  at  once  when  the  "  Scarlet  Letter"  was 
published,  and  in  that  place  he  was  never  disturbed, 
and  will  alvvaj's  remain. 

Personally,  Mr.  Hawthorne  was  doubtless  the 
least  known  of  all  American  authors.  He  was  in- 
superably shy ;  and  although  the  most  fascinating 
of  companions  to  those  with  whom  he  could  con- 
verse, he  was  "silent  as  a  stone"  in  society,  and 
was  seldom  seen  except  by  the  interior  circle  of  his 
friends.  His  youth  and  early  manhood  were  pass- 
ed in  Maine  and  about  Salem  in  Massachusetts. 
He  was  then  called  to  the  Custom-house  in  Boston 
by  the  historian  Bancroft,  the  Collector.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Concord,  in  Middlesex,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  lived  in  the  "  Old  Manse."  Again 
entering  oflicial  life,  he  was  made  Surveyor  of  the 
Port  at  Salem.  With  the  change  of  Administra- 
tion he  retired  to  a  cottage  at  Lenox,  in  Berkshire, 
Massachusetts ;  presently  returned  to  Concord,  and 
upon  the  election  to  the  I^residency  of  his  friend 
Franklin  Pierce,  jNIr.  Hawthorne  was  appointed 
Consul  at  Liverpool.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  traveled  upon  the  Continent,  and  passed  a  win- 
ter in  Rome,  a  visit  which  supplied  him  with  ma- 
terial for  his  wonderful  work,  "Tlie  Marble  Faun." 
Two  or  three  j'ears  since  he  returned  to  this  coun- 
try, and  settled  himself  quietly  at  "The  "Wayside," 
as  he  called  liis  pleasant  little  house  in  Concord,  on 
the  edge  of  the  town,  upon  the  Boston  road.  There 
he  devoted  himself  to  literature,  until  the  war  dis- 
VoL.  XXIX.— No.  171.— D  D 


turbed  him.  The  peculiarity  of  his  temperament, 
and  his  old  political  affinities  and  friendships,  pre- 
vented him  from  sympathizing  fully  with  the  na- 
tional movement.  But,  however  his  friends  regret- 
ted his  feeling,  his  position  was  unassailed  by  the 
least  suspicion.  For  several  months  his  health  had 
failed.  A  general  weariness  oppressed  his  powers. 
His  desire  of  work,  and  even  of  life,  seemed  to  be 
relaxed.  He  made  little  journeys,  one  especially 
to  Philadelphia,  with  his  friend  and  publisher,  Mr. 
Ticknor,  of  Boston,  who  died  suddenly  at  the  hotel 
in  that  city.  It  was  a  painful  and  probably  injuri- 
ous shock  to  Hawthorne,  who  returned  to  his  home, 
only  to  leave  it  soon  afterward  with  his  life-long 
friend  Franklin  Pierce,  for  a  trip  through  parts  of 
Nev/  England.  The  journey  was  scarcely  begun 
when,  at  Plymouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  quietly  in 
the  night,  without  a  sigh,  apparently  without  a  pang, 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne  died.  He  would  have  been 
sixty  years  old  had  he  lived  until  the  4th  of  July. 

The  charm  of  his  writings  is  imperishable.  The 
fresh  glow  of  genius  which  pervades  them,  apart 
from  the  essential  interest  of  the  stories,  is  inde- 
scribable. They  have  an  individual  pungency  which 
does  not  always  mark  the  works  of  our  authors  of 
an  equal  fame.  The  sparkle  of  humor  which  glit- 
ters every  Avhere  upon  his  page,  often  weird  but  nev- 
er dull,  and  a  certain  steadiness  and  self-possession 
of  tone,  equally  free  from  rhetoric  or  baldness,  cer- 
tif}'-  a  manly  vigor  and  character  which  does  not 
n6ccssarily  distinguish  so  subtle  and  poetic  a  na- 
ture. Hawthorne  was  bronght  to  his  home,  and 
buried  from  the  church  amidst  throngs  of  famous 
and  honoring  friends  upon  the  softest  of  May  days. 
One  of  that  honoring  multitude,  in  words  wliich  re- 
veal the  quality  and  depth  of  his  feeling,  says :  "The 
interior  of  the  church  was  perfectly  white  and  fra- 
grant with  flowers,  and  upon  the  coffin  lay  a  Avreath 
of  apple  blossoms  from  the  old  Manse  and  Mr.  Haw- 
thorne's last  unfinished  manuscript Few  and  fit- 
tingly chosen  were  the  inspired  passages  read,  and 
the  calm,  comforting,  and  unaffected  words  ot  his 
friend  the  preacher  (Kev.  James  Freeman  Clark) 
who  stood  b}^  his  coffin,  and  gave  the  only  audible 
utterance  to  thoughts  which  Avcre  pervading  every 
breast. . . .  Up  to  the  highest  eminence  of  their  beau- 
tiful cemeter}'-,  under  groups  of  pine,  overlooking 
the  streets  Hawthorne  had  walked  and  the  river 
consecrated  in  his  story,  they  bore  him,  their  noblest 
dead,  and  buried  him  in  sunshine  and  flowers;  and 
the  pilgrim  who  saw  for  the  first  and  last  time,  then, 
the  mortal  face  and  form  of  one  so  greatly  loved, 
though  slightly  known,  will  own  a  new  and  life- 
long association  whenever  '  waves  the  pine-tree 
through  his  thought,'  and  he  resummons  the  im- 
mortal company  who  encircled  that  spot,  which  is 
evermore  hallowed  ground." 


The  discussion  which  was  opened  by  our  corre- 
spondent, "A  Disappointed  Man,"  is  of  so  interest- 
ing and  friendly  a  character  that  the  Easy  Chair, 
while  not  inviting  debate,  nor  promising  to  give  a 
public  hearing  to  every  correspondent,  is  very  glad 
to  welcome  "A  Hopeful  Man,"  whose  communica- 
tion follows : 

"  I  have  read  with  doliglit  and,  I  trust,  much  pi-ofit 
the  plaintive  outpourings  of  your  correi^poudcnt  wlio  signs 
hinirfclf  'A  Disappointed  Man,'  and  your  franlc  1)ut  gen- 
crous  replies,  and  I  have  l^ocn  puzzled  to  come  to  any 
definite  conchision  as  to  whether  tlic  correspondence  is 
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bona  fide  or  merely  fictitioup.  In  either  case  it  matters 
but  little.  Tlie  real  qiustitm  i?,  -wliich  of  tlie  two  po.-<ilions 
is  riglit?  Doubtlesri  there  ii  niiich  truth  in  botii.  That 
au  editor  ehoiild,  and,  ns  a  general  rule,  does  seek  to  sup- 
ply hin  readers  Avith  Avliat  in  his  judgment  is  the  very  best 
in  the  market,  no  sane  man  will  for  a  moment  call  in  ques- 
tion. lUit  that  does  not  solve  the  problem  that  perplexes 
not  only  your  'Disappointed.  Man,'  but  the  whole  family 
to  whicli  he  belongs. 

''Now  I  will  be  frank.  I  own  that  the  gentleman  al- 
luded to  is  in  a  certain  tenfic  a  relative  of  mine,  and  I  feel 
iuterei^ted  in  liis  welfare,  for  upon  hL?,  in  some  degree,  de- 
pends my  own.  I  am  not  an  editor — never  was,  and  do 
not  know  that  1  ever  will  be;  but — do  not  laugh — I  have 
had  fifteen  years'  experience  in  writing  for  the  press — for 
newspapers  of  all  grades,  and  magazines  not  graded  at  all 
— and  surely  I  ought  to  know  something  by  this  time  about 
popular  literature.  I  sent  you  a  poem  once— 'hardly 
available'  was  the  answer.  That  was  the  most  crushing 
declination  an  editor  ever  hurled  at  me.  '■Hardly'  im- 
plies almost  but  not  quite.  Think  of  Tantalus.  It  was 
my  highest  octave,  and  yet  I  had  to  fall,  and  such  a  fall ! 
To  have  reached  the  very  rim  of  the  vessel  containing  the 
sacred  Avaters;  to  have  felt  their  cool  moisture  sprinkled 
on  my  thirsty  lijjs  as  they  bubbled  and  sparkled  in  my  face, 
and  then  to  see  them  suddenly  recede.  Oh,  Sir!  that  Avas 
agony  double-refined.  But  no  matter — it  Avas  an  offspring 
of  the  soul,  that  little  idyl,  and  I  Ioa'c  it  all  the  same. 

"But  I  digress  from  the  subjecj;  I  set  out  to  discuss — 
gratification  of  the  popular  appetite  in  literature.  Ah, 
that  is  it !  But  it  is  a  strange  appetite.  It  is  at  this  mo- 
ment gulping  down  its  voracious  and  capacious  maAv  such 
a  variety  of  provender  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  Avhich 
it  like  s  beet ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  I  do  not  believe  it  real- 
ly knoATS.  Look,  if  you  please,  at  the  huge  piles  of  trash 
that  are  daily  dished  up  in  Nsav  York  city  alone,  and  sent 
out  smoking  hot  to  every  village  and  hamlet  in  the  land. 
Is  an  editor's  judgment  of  the  intrinsic  merits  of  a  giA'cn 
literary  article  governed  by  what  he  believes  Avill  be  the 
judgment  of  his  readers?  Has  he  nothing  to  do  Avith 
creating  and  regulating  as  Avell  as  aiqji'hl'ng  the  popular 
.ippetito  ?  Does  he  keep  nothing  but  cakes  and  ale  be- 
cause cakes  and  ale  are  in  the  greatest  demand?  Is  he 
fixed  in  his  purpose  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  article 
that  is  not  called  for? 

"A  AA'ise  Easy  Chair,  elevated  at  a  great  height,  and 
commanding  a  vicAV  of  the  Avhole  Avorld  of  literature,  can 
Ece  Avhcre  reform  is  needed,  and  its  Avord  Avill  be  laAV. 
I  do  not  complain  at  my  ill-success.  Doubtless  the  judg- 
ment that  condemned  me  Avas  honest,  and  may  have  been 
correct.  It  must  be  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter  al- 
ways to  discriminate  betAveen  that  Avhich  is  barely,  and 
■what  is  '  hardly  available,'  and  e\'en  a  Avise  Easy  Chair  is 
entitled  to  forgiveness  if  it  sometimes  mistakes  the  one 
for  the  other.  That  it  does  sometimes  make  such  mis- 
takes itself  can  hardly  doubt.  Or  does  it  presume  upon 
the  manifest  and  undoubted  superiority  of  every  article  it 
publii<hes  over  cA^ery  other  article  it  rejects?  If  it  does  I 
should  like  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair  to  its 
readers  upon  the  relative  merits  of  certain  articles  pub- 
lished and  others  rej(!cted. 

"  But  Avhat  does  it  mean  AA-lien  it  expresses  '  its  convic- 
tion that  the  gems  of  purest  ray  serene  do  not  languish  in 
the  depths  of  ocean,'  etc.?  Is'obody  has  as.serted  that  they 
do.  Gray  does  not  .say  so.  He  did  say  '  full  many  a  gem,' 
etc.  Does  au  Easy  Chair  doubt  that?  Or  doe^  it  mean  to 
insinuate  th.at  all  the  genius  deserving  reward  is  always 
rcAvarded  ?  Does  it  doubt  that  there  have  lived  and  died 
Bacons  and  Platas  in  intellect  and  genius,  but  lacking  in 
ambition  and  energy,  Avithout  having  made  .any  noise  in 
tlie  Avorld?  I  do  not.  Do  not  tliiuk  I  have  a  personal 
reason  fur  thinking  so,  for  I  have  not.  I  have  in  my  mind 
a  man  Avho.-e  resplendent  genius  as  an  orator  has  been  tes- 
tified to  by  all  who  have  ever  heard  Iiim  speak,  and  yet 
the  probabilities  arc  tliat  he  will  never  make  himself 
known  to  the  one-hundrodtli  part  of  the  people  of  hi.s  own 
State,  and  to  none  of  any  other.  One  day  he  mounts  a 
Btunip  or  enter.s  a  pulpit  or  a  Icrture-room  and  electrifies 
luH  Avhole  jiudienre  Avith  the  brilliant  scintillations  of  his 
burniu'j:  ehxiucnco,  and  the  next  day  lie  digui-e.-i  himself 
and  u.'-HuniPH  the  rule  of  'The  (Jip-iy  Doctor,'  and  roves 
aoout  fiom  place  to  place  treating  old  sorts  and  chronic 


complaints  generally,  and  telling  fortunes  by  the  aid  of 
astrology.  Crazy! — No,  Sir,  not  a  bit  of  it.  He  is  as  un- 
stable as  the  Avind  though,  and  '  that's  Avhat's  the  matter,' 
and  nothing  else.  He  has  for  a  short  time  filled  tlie  first 
charge  of  a  certain  church  in  Cincinnati,  and  could  have 
kept  it  at  his  own  price,  but  he  didn't  do  it.  AVhy?  I 
don't  kuoAv,  neither  does  he.  I  have  heard  a  fcAv  of  the 
first  orators  of  the  United  States  both  North  and  South, 
and  I  Avould  as  soon  listened  to  the  '  Gipsy  Doctoi'  as  to  any 
of  them.  It  is  my  opinion  he  Avill  never  Avin  a  name  among 
the  nation's  orators,  and  yet  I  have  no  doubt  he  might,  if 
he  Avould,  surpass  many  Avho  have  been  ranked  as  such. 
I  might  introduce  many  other  examples  illustrative  of  the 
truth  of  Gray's  sentiment,  but  I  will  not  pursue  the  sub- 
ject any  fuither  noAV.  A  Hopeful  JIan. 

"P.S.  I  Avish  to  say  to  your  'Disappointed  Man'  that  I 
approve  of  his  idea  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a '  Mu- 
tual Admiration  Magazine,'  and  that  in  case  he  should  get 
rich  and  start  one,  I  have  several  '■good  rejected  articles,' 
and  quite  a  number  Avhich  I  am  sure  would  be  rejected  if 
I  were  to  send  them  to  a  ceiiaiu  magazine  Avhich  shall  bo 
namele-33— oiZ  of  Avhich  I  Avill  dispose  of  on  rea.«onabIe 
terms." — Ibid. 

Docs  it  occur  to  the  hopeful  and  to  the  disap- 
pointed men  that  an  editor  must  often  choose  among 
very  good  niate>  ial,  and  decline  much  that  he  would 
gladly  print,  from  mere  want  of  i"Oom  ?  The  expe- 
rience of  every  editor  shows  him  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  manuscript  is  overwhelming,  and  he  often 
has  more  really  valuable  material  than  exactly  fills 
the  limited  number  of  pages  in  a  single  is.sue. 

— The  Easy  Chair  hopes  that  the  caustic  read- 
er will  not  look  back  over  this  number,  and  sii}', 
"Where  is  it,  then? — why  not  print  it?"  because 
that  is  so  eas}^  a  fling,  and  unworthy  the  enlight- 
ened readers  of  these  pages. 

Certainly  no  Easv  Chair,  and  no  wise  Editor — for 
the  Hopeful  Man  will  remember  that  these  person- 
ages are  not  synonymous — suppose  that  every  arti- 
cle they  publish  is  superior  to  all  that  are  not  pub- 
lished. The}'  merely  believe  that,  upon  the  whole, 
in  view  of  the  objects  of  the  Magazine,  the  one  pub- 
lished is  superior  Jar  the  purpose  to  those  that  are 
not.  There  may  be  a  question  whether,  even  for 
that  purpose,  it  be  superior ;  but  there  can  be  none 
that  the  editor  thinks  so.  There  may  be  an  appeal 
to  the  judgment  of  readers  against  that  of  the  editor, 
but  such  an  appeal  decides  nothing,  except  that 
judgments  differ ;  and  there  is  no  need  of  appealing 
to  readers  to  ascertain  that  fact.  Often  the  publica- 
tion of  most  important  and  valuable  articles  is  a 
question  upon  which  the  half  dozen  people  in  and 
around  any  editorial  office  may  naturally  and  prop- 
erly' difler.  But  the  poAver  of  final  decision  must 
rest  somewhere,  and  it  is  vested,  in  the  case  of  peri- 
odicals of  every  kind,  in  the  editor.  If  experience 
shows  that  he  can  not,  with  due  regard  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  proprietors,  be  vested  with  that  power, 
he  is  removed,  and  another  depositar}'  of  the  power 
is  found.  But  the  poAver  itself  remains ;  for  it  is 
as  mu(  h  an  essential  attribute  of  an  editor  as  that 
of  arbitrary  force  is  of  a  government  in  mortal 
peril. 

Now  the  Hopeful  Man  asks  one  really  vital  and 
important  (juestion,  "Has  an  editor  nothing  to  do 
with  creating  and  regulating  as  well  as  su])i)lying  a 
popular  appetite  ?"  This  is  the  question  of  tiic 
moral  rcsijonsibilit}'  of  the  press  ;  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  reply  to  it,  under  the  actual  circum- 
stances, must  be  negative  rather  than  positive.  An 
editor  is  bound  by  every  honorable  consideration  to 
])rint  nothing  which  in  his  estimation  can  injure 
public  numils.  So  nuich  is  clear.  Is  the  converse 
equally  clear,  that  lie  is  bound  to  print  every  thing 
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■which  in  his  estimation  Avill  purify  public  morals  ? 
Clearly  not ;  because  he  can  not. 

Lut  there  i3  another  view.  It  is  better  to  do 
some  good  than  none  at  all.  It  is  better  that  peo- 
ple, for  instance,  should  read  James's  novels  than 
Paul  de  Kock's.  Now  if  a  publisher  can  make  mon- 
ey by  printing  James's  novels  to  take  the  place  of 
De  Kock's,  ought  he  to  refrain  from  doing  so  because 
he  can  not  afford  to  print  Paley's  Theology  or  But- 
ler's Analogy  for  the  same  purpose  ?  Let  us  take 
the  Hopeful  man's  own  illustration:  "Shall  the 
editor  keep  nothing  but  cakes  and  ale,  because  cakes 
and  ale  are  in  the  greatest  demand .'"  That  is  not 
the  way  to  put  the  question.  The  point  is  here ; 
AVill  he  give  cakes  and  ale  to  customers  who  want 
them  ;  or,  by  replacing  them  with  the  purest,  heav- 
en-descended water,  which  they  do  not  want,  will 
he  turn  them  back  to  stone-wall  and  rot-gut  ?  That 
is  the  practical  question. 

For  what  is  a  newspaper  or  a  magazine  ?  Name 
which  3^ou  will,  it  is  of  one  cf  two  kinds.  It  either 
belongs  to  a  scientific  or  religious  class,  which  are 
published  by  the  benevolence  and  at  the  expense  of 
those  who  wish  the  truths  it  discusses  circulated,  or 
else  it  is  an  individual  enterprise  for  the  advantage 
of  the  enterprisers.  If  it  be  of  the  first  kind,  it  pur- 
sues its  course,  witliout  regard  to  circumstances,  so 
long  as  the  money  holds  out.  It  says  what  it  was 
established  to  say,  and  if  nobod}'  will  buy  it,  it  is 
stopped  or  gratuitously  circulated.  If  it  depends 
partly  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  then  its  tone 
is  regulated  by  that  of  the  buyers.  In  other  words, 
it  is  merchandise,  subject  to  all  the  laws  of  trade. 
But  if  it  be  the  property  of  an  association  of  two, 
three,  or  more  proprietors — as  are  most  of  the  news- 
papers in  New  York,  for  instance — it  is  a  business 
established  for  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  the  own- 
ers, precisely  like  any  other  business.  Thus  a  jour- 
nal is  designed  for  those  who  sympathize  with  its 
views,  and  who  therefore  buy  it.  If  they  are  many, 
the  circulation  is  large,  and  it  thus  becomes  a  de- 
sirable method  of  advertising,  and  the  advertising  is 
the  source  of  profit.  Now  the  editor  of  the  journal 
conducts  it  so  that  it  shall  maintain  its  buyers  by 
maintaining  the  principles  which  they  favor.  He 
is  morally  bound  to  admit  nothing  immoral  into  it. 
He  is  bound  to  make  it  as  elevating  and  purify- 
ing an  influence  as  he  can,  subject  to  the  cardinal 
condition  that  it  shall  be  profitable.  If  he  de- 
stroys that,  he  destroys  the  paper ;  and  disappear- 
ing, it  ceases  to  be  an  influence  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. 

In  a  word,  if  his  customers  want  cakes  and  ale, 
he  will  try  that  those  refreshments  shall  be  of  the 
best  quality.  If  he  finds  that,  without  dispersing 
his  customers,  he  can  cultivate  a  taste  in  their  po- 
tations for  that  heaven-descended  water,  he  will  do 
it,  believing  water  to  be  better  for  every  body  than 
ale,  but  ale  infinitely  better  than  hardscrabble.  He 
will  use  his  common-sense.  He  will  do  wliat  he 
can.  If  he  wishes  to  convert  Choctaws  to  tlie  in- 
ductive philosophy,  he  will  not  begin  by  reading 
Homer  to  them  in  the  original  Greek.  He  will  not 
starve  because  he  can  not  have  the  wliole  loaf.  An 
editor  is  bound,  in  the  sense  meant  by  a  Hopeful 
Man,  to  create  and  regulate  as  Avell  as  feed  the  pop- 
ular appetite.  But  he  must  begin  with  tlie  appetite 
he  finds.  From  that  he  is  to  "create"  the  higher 
one.  All  that  we  can  ask  of  him  is  that  he  do  his 
work  soberh',  honestly,  and  unfalteringly ;  and  the 
Easy  Chair  is  sure  that  he  hears  "  A  Disappointed 
Man"  and  "A  Hopeful  Man"  saying  Amen ! 


Just  as  the  great  Sanitary  Fair  in  New  York  end- 
ed the  campaign  opened,  and  soon  afterward  the  Fair 
in  Philadelphia.  It  was  not  less  successful  than 
that  which  we  rather  proudly  called  "  The  Metro- 
politan." Nor  is  that  surprising,  for  no  city  has 
been  more  patriotically  devoted  since  the  war  began 
than  Philadelphia.  Men,  money,  and  sympathy 
she  has  lavished  upon  the  cause ;  and  we  can  easily 
imagine  with  what  kind  feelings  the  wounded  or 
sufl'ering  soldier,  or  the  brave  men  flushed  with  the 
glory  of  the  magnificent  campaign,  have  read  of  the 
noble  outpouring  of  the  national  heart  of  which  the 
Fairs  all  over  the  land  are  an  imperfect  proof.  In- 
deed, the  tie  between  the  citizens  at  home  and  those 
in  the  field  is  much  closer  than  some  of  the  latter 
sometimes  imagine.  When  they  reflect  that  for 
every  man  in  the  army  there  are  scores  of  hearts 
interested,  and  some  at  least  painfully  watching, 
they  will  see  that  millions  of  human  beings  have 
the  directest  interest  in  the  campaign. 

In  tliis  great  system  of  Sanitary  Fairs  also,  we 
can  see  how  wisely  the  vast  sympathy  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  country  are  now  directed.  The  war 
has  educated  us  in  every  way  to  make  every  eflTort 
and  all  emotion  tell.  The  ardor  which  three  years 
ago  was  concentrated  upon  havelocks,  not  to  be  re- 
membered without  a  mingled  smile  and  tear,  is 
now  organized  into  the  most  substantial  and  sys- 
tematic relief.  In  all  this  we  see  the  old  national 
quality — a  quality  which  certifies  success.  And  if 
our  opponents  partake  of  the  same,  while  the  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions  of  the  contest  make  the 
result  undoubted,  that  very  fact  shows  also  how 
final  the  result  must  be. 

The  history  of  the  Sanitary  Fairs  will  be  one  of 
the  most  significant  and  characteristic  chapters  in 
the  annals  of  the  war. 


"VVe  hope  that  no  reader  omits  the  new  novel  of 
Dickens,  "Our  Mutual  Friend,  "in  the  vain  expect- 
ation of  reading  it  when  it  is  finished  and  published 
collectively.  If  he  does,  he  loses  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  every  month,  and  declines  to  prolong  his 
delight.  The  sale  of  the  first  number,  separately, 
in  London,  was  forty  thousand  copies  within  the 
first  few  days.  Nor  is  that  surprising,  for  the  work 
is  as  gushing  and  exuberant  as  any  of  his  long  list. 
The  humor  is  more  rollicking  than  in  any  tale  he 
has  written  for  many  a  year,  while  its  curious  and 
various  revelations  of  the  lower  strata  of  London 
life  are  as  much  contributions  to  history  a^  the  ex- 
traordinarv  pictures  of  Paris  in  "A  Tale  of  Two 
Cities." 

The  fertilit}'  of  Dickens's  power  is  amazing. 
There  is  a  general  resemblance  of  manner  in  his 
stories,  but  there  is  very  little  repetition  of  charac- 
ter. His  profusion  is  Shakespearian.  But  that 
which  Shakespeare  could  do  perfecth',  and  beyond 
comparison  in  literature,  Dickens  can  not  do  at  all. 
He  can  not  draw  a  gentleman.  Noble  men  and 
transcendcntly  heroic  women  he  delineates  with 
love  and  skill.  Common  and  uncommon  peojile  he 
pictures  as  few  have  ever  done.  But  a  figure  like 
Hamlet,  like  I\rercutio,  like  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  like 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  does  not  move  across  his 
page.  Of  course  the  absence  is  noted  only  because 
the  company  is  so  rich  and  various.  Upon  the  Rial- 
to  we  look  to  see  representatives  of  all  the  world. 

Never  forget  that  every  number  of  the  talc  has 
a  certain  completeness,  and  that  serial  reading  in 
these  days  is  a  most  desirable  and  economical 
habit. 
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In  this  number  of  the  IMaij^azine  ends  the  fourth 
part  of  "Denis  Duval,"  the  hist  part  of  the  hist 
story  tliat  avo  shall  ever  have  from  Thackeray.  In 
this  brii;ht  summer  the  roses  bloom  and  the  birds 
sing  upon  his  grave.  Yet  at  the  very  height  of  the 
opulent  year  the  loss  of  that  immense  vitality  seems 
only  the  more  incredible,  ^^'e  cling  to  these  last 
pages  because,  when  they  have  been  read,  and  oth- 
er numbers  of  the  Magazine  succeed,  and  other 
months  and  }'ears,  and  the  inexorable  lapse  of  time, 
he  must  be  spoken  of  no  longer  with  a  tender  per- 
sonality, as  of  one  dead  but  not  yet  buried,  but 
rather  as  we  speak  of  Scott,  and  Beranger,  and  Ir- 
ving, and  of  the  longer  dead  and  immortal. 

Well,  the  moral  is,  the  greatness  of  childlike 
simplicity.  Keep  that  if  you  can,  whatever  you 
lose.  lie  knew  the  world,  as  the  technical  phrase 
is,  as  few  men  knew  it.  The  weakness  of  men  and 
the  complex  motives  of  human  action  he  compre- 
hended more  profoundly  than  most  modern  authors. 
But  he  was  himself  a  child  through  it  all.  His 
greeting,  his  talk,  his  faults,  his  face,  they  were 
those  of  a  generous  child.  That,  also,  is  the  im- 
pression of  this  last  storv.  What  unaffected  hate 
of  meanness  and  admiration  of  manliness  and  truth 
there  are  in  every  line !  How  every  parent  would 
wish  his  son  to  have  the  same  emotions  in  regard 
to  the  various  people  and  events  of  the  talc  that 
the  author  evidently  has !  Surely  none  of  us  who 
have  always  loved  and  admired  Thackeray  would 
wish  to  have  had  the  last  words  from  his  pen  oth- 
er than  those  which  he  has  written  in  "Denis 
Duval." 


The  verses  which  follow  have  a  tender  ballad 
pathos  which  in  spirit  is  not  unlike  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  strains  of  Wordsworth.  There  is 
something  almost  too  painful  in  the  incident,  but 
the  poet  has  touched  it  with  an  art  which  justifies 
his  choice. 

THE  LOST  LAMB. 

The  inar?h  and  meadow  lay  in  fog, 
The  night  -was  chill  with  drizzly  rain?, 

The  gude-wife  turned  the  smould'ring  log, 
And  spread  the  snowy  counterpanes. 

The  child  within  its  downy  hod 

i^he  tucked  with  more  tlian  wonted  care, 

Tlien  laid  her  own  tlirift-weary  head, 
Aud  into  dreams  slipped  half  her  prayer. 

Past  midnight,  and  the  dame  awoke, 

A  cry  of  anguish  filled  the  room ! 
She  lif^tened :   not  a  miu'mur  hrokc 

The  silence  of  the  household  gloom. 

Again  and  yet  again  she  stirred 

In  startled  slumber  through  the  night, 

As  oft  her  fevered  fancy  heard 

Some  wild,  strange  summons  of  affright. 

Toward  dawn  it  sounded  yet  again , 
riaintive  and  lone,  and  faint  and  far; 

'Twas  like  a  childish  cry  of  pain, 

Or  utterance,  as,  "Mamma,  manmial" 

She  sprang  from  bed,  and  sought  her  child: 

S"ft  nested  in  its  crib  it  lay, 
And  on  cacl>  sU'Oi)ing  feature  smiled 

The  first  fiuut  promise  of  the  day. 

Back  to  her  bed  the  gude-wifc  crept, 
Her  pycH  half  blind  with  tender  tears: 
"•In  God's  own  Iinnd  my  darling's  kept — 
How  fuoUj<h  arc  a  vv'omaii'.^  fears! 


"Some  lamb,  most  like,  has  strayed  tlie  fold, 
The  poor  lone  thing  was  bleating  'ba,' 
"Which,  borne  upon  the  fog  and  cold. 
Seemed  to  my  mother  earj,  'Ma,  ma."» 

Next  day  a  piteous  tale  went  round, 
The  village  street  was  all  agog; 

A  child's  dead  body  liad  been  found 
Stiff  standing  in  the  meadow  bog! 

The  little  feet  had  strayed  away; 

The  clinging  mire  had  held  tiicm  fast 
Till  death,  slow  dawning  with  the  day, 

Brought  her  its  blest  release  at  last. 

And  there,  throughout  that  livelong  night, 
A  helpless  child  of  tender  years, 

Fainter  and  fainter  with  affright. 
Had  called  "Ma,  ma"  to  sleeping  eara! 

I  knew  her  not — I  only  found  '» 
In  printed  page  this  tale  of  fear; 

But  when  I  cease  to  hear  that  sound, 
I  shall  have  ceased  all  sounds  to  iiear. 


Dokikda"  Avishcs  to  have  the  last  word,  and 
says  that  it  is  a  pity  we  should  let  John  Bull  and 
Jean  Crapaud  know  what  ill-mannered  people  we 
are.  Docs  Dorinda  also  think  it  a  pity  that  the 
clergyman  should  reprove  the  shortcomings  of  the 
saints  lest  the  sinners  should  discover  that  even 
saints  are  not  perfect?  Mrs.  Grundy  is  a  formi- 
dable being.  But  there  is  something  worse  than 
Mrs.  Grundy,  and  that  is,  caring  what  she  Avill  say. 

The  one  thing  which  the  times  will  establish, 
whatever  they  may  disturb,  is  our  independence  of 
foreign  criticism.  Not  that  the  judgment  of  the 
wise  and  intelligent  can  ever  become  indifferent  to 
a  sensible  man  or  nation ;  but  the  overpowering  and 
morbid  deference  to  foreign  judgments,  as  such,  is 
passed  forever.  Wc  have  learned  by  a  some ^\  hat 
sad  experience  how  much  that  judgment  owes  to 
the  poorest  prejudice.  We  have  seen  in  the  per- 
sistent falsehood  aimed  at  the  happiness  of  a  nation, 
the  utterly  unworthy  and  contemptible  spirit  which 
may  dictate  apparently  the  gravest  verdicts.  Wc 
have  seen  that  nothing  is  precious  to  so  many  of 
our  judges  but  their  own  passion.  And  wc  have 
seen  in  their  own  proper  persons  the  individuals 
wdio  have  been  especially  delegated  to  communicate 
the  information  upon  which  judgment  has  been  ren- 
dered. 

After  that  last  fact  it  is  impossible  that  any  self- 
respecting  American  should  longer  value  a  I'orcign 
opinion  upon  any  sul>ject  whatsoever  in  this  coun- 
try, merely  as  a  foreign  opinion.  Neither  in  man- 
ners nor  morals  do  we  know  of  any  European  Avho 
can  claim  a  superiority  for  his  nation  over  ours ; 
while  the  political  problem,  Avhatevcr  the  result  of 
the  war,  will  have  been  settled  quite  as  satisfacto- 
rily as  it  has  ever  been  in  any  other  land.  When 
American  citizens  suffer  themselves  to  be  hired  to 
go  to  England,  for  instance,  in  the  agony  of  a  great 
revolution  involving  the  highest  interests  of  the 
race  and  civilization  to  which  both  America  and 
England  belong,  for  the  purpose  of  caricaturing  the 
truth  and  ridiculing  the  cause  Avhich  has  made  En- 
gland what  it  is,  we  may  properly  own  a  sense  of 
degradation  of  which  we  have  hitlicrto  had  no  ex- 
perience. I'ntil  then,  whether  John  Bull,  whose 
name  was  generated  from  a  consciousness  of  its  pro- 
priety, or  Jean  Crapaud,  who  Avill  sec  a  standing 
woman  drop  rather  tlian  yield  his  scat,  like  or  dis- 
like our  manners,  is  a  matter  of  profound  indiffer- 
ence, "Miss  Dorinda  I 
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"  If  you  could  read  my  verses,"  writes  a  young 
poet  who  sings  "at  night,"  "on  a  breezy,  moonlit, 
mid-summer  midnight,  in  the  presence  of  an  invalid 
who  is  sleeping  the  first  quiet  slumber  that  has  been 
his  for  many  weeks,  I  think  you  would  accept  them. 
But  }'ou  will  probably  read  them  in  your  office  when 
you  are  weary,  impatient,  annoyed,  and  perhaps 
hungry  in  a  double  sense,  and  you  will,  I  greatly 
fear,  throw  them  in  the  waste  paper  basket." 

Listen,  then,  poet,  and  know  that  the  Easy  Chair 
read  your  verses  on  a  day  in  June — 

"•And  then,  if  ever,  come  perfect  days," 
as  Lowell  sings.  It  was  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
air  was  exquisite.  From  the  open  window  j'our 
judge's  eyes  looked  along  ranges  of  rounded  trees 
toward  the  delicate  west.  The  soft  air  was  sweet 
with  the  scent  of  clover  and  roses,  and  thrushes 
sang  in  the  thicket  by  the  stream.  A  vague  occa- 
sioni^  hum  of  distant  voices,  the  cry  of  boys,  a  call 
to  cattle,  the  tap  of  a  hammer,  the  lowing  of  cows, 
the  crowing  of  cocks,  the  gusty  bark  of  dogs  min- 
gling Avith  the  rustle  of  leaves  in  the  gentle,  pleas- 
ant breeze  and  the  incessant  sound  of  birds — these 
were  the  only  annoyances  he  knew.  Sitting  at  the 
window,  and  listening  and  looking  was  his  only 
weariness — entire  rest  his  utmost  impatience ;  and 
for  a  double  hunger — 0  poet !  it  was  after  dinner. 

These  were  not  the  circumstances  you  had  fan- 
cied for  favorable  reading ;  neither  were  they  those 
which  3'ou  ha^depi-ecatcd  as  most  probable  and 
most  unfavorOTle.  Yet  they  were  those  under 
which  the  Easy  Chair  read  your  verses,  owned 
their  sweet  feeling,  wished  they  were  better,  and — 
doing  as  he  would  be  done  by — dropped  them  in.  the 
basket. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  in  Michigan  says : 
I  have  this  from  the  physician  in  whose  prac- 
tice it  occuri'ed.     Doctors  are  often  annoyed  by  pa- 
tients who  will  not  follow  directions.     None  could 
complain  of  this  one : 

Mike  was  taken  "bad,"  and  Pat  was  dispatched 
for  the  doctor,  who,  after  due  inquiries  into  the  case, 
sent  some  effervescing  powders,  with  directions  to 
have  Mike  swallow  the  draught  while  effervescing. 
Fearing  that  the  word  "effervescing"  might  not  oc- 
cur in  Pat's  dictionar}',  the  doctor  substituted  the 
word  "boiling."  "When  it  boils  and  foams  up," 
said  l^e,  "let  Mike  drink  it."  The  next  morning 
the  doctor  called  round  with  the  inquiry, 

" How  are  you  this  morning,  Mike?" 

"Most  wxU  intirely;  but  it  gave  me  an  awful 
sore  mout." 

Sure  enough,  upon  examination,  the  poor  fellow's 
mouth  and  throat  were  found  to  be  literall}-  skinned. 

"What  made  your  mouth  this  way,  Mike?" 

"The  medicine  you  sint,  to  be  sure." 

"  Did  you  take  it  as  directed  ?" 

"  To  be  shure  I  did !  I  put  the  two  in  won,  and 
put  thim  on  the  coals  till  they  boilt,  and  thin  I 
dthrank  them.  Holy  Mother !  but  it  did  me  a  pow- 
er of  good." 

Mrs.  Partington  writes  a  letter  to  the  Drawer 
from  which  we  make  an  extract : 

"I  declare  I  I  wish  I  could  find  out  about  thcRC  pol- 
itics, for  to  tell  you  the  truth  I  liavo  got  no  mixed  up  I 
don't  know  now  whether  I  am  a  foreigner  or  an  alien. 
When  Turtington  was  alive  he  was  a  real  Andrew  Jack- 
sou  Wig,  a  real  NuiliHer;   and  if  we  had  only  nullified 


those  South  Carolina  folks  we  shouldn't  have  had  so  much 
fuss  with  those  rams  and  thiugr^. 

'■'•I  can  tell  you  one  thing,  though:  I  am  in  for  Union; 
and  I  always  was  ever  since  I  got  big  enough  to  get  mar- 
ried ;  and  I  expect  I  always  shall  be,  if  I  live  to  be  a  hun- 
dred; for  I  think  'tis  a  blessed  institution,  and  inoculated 
by  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  Garden  of  Edom;  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  follow  their  suspicious  example,  even  if  Eve 
did  have  a  fall ;  for,  considering  the  circumstances,  there 
ain't  none  of  us  an  could  throw  the  first  stone  ;  and  if  we 
was  all  shook  up  in  a  bag  there  wouldn't  any  body  come 
out  first. 

"  I  hear  a  good  deal  about  Copperheads ;  but  specia  is 
so  scarce  I  don't  believe  there  is  any  Bolid  copper  agoing ; 
I  expect  the  heads  must  be  Wood,  with  a  little  Bell  metal 
over  them  ;  but  I  don't  profess  to  be  a  politician,  so  I  hope 
you  won't  put  my  remarks  in  the  Drawer,  as  I  am  only 
a  furlong  widow,  a  relic  of  I'artiugton's,  a  good  house- 
keeper, own  my  homestead — forty  acres  of  woodland — 
and  have  got  counterpins  and  linen  enough  to  last  twenty 
years,  all  made  up,  besides  two  boxes  of  yellow  soap  up  in 
the  garret,  all  cut  up  into  squares,  and  so  hard  you  can't 
stick  a  knife  into  it." 


The  following  circumstance  is  true,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  it  has  long  since  "ate  his  last  goose:" 

There  used  to  live  in  Stony  Lane,  Washington 
County,  Rhode  Island,  a  man  by  the  name  of  David 
Lawton,  who  Avas  proverbial  for  a  huge  stomach 
and  an  insatiable  appetite.  Once  upon  a  time  he 
visited  the  neighboring  town  of  Newport  on  busi- 
ness, and,  in  order  to  help  pay  his  expenses,  he  took 
a  fat,  nicely-dressed  goose  along  with  him.  This 
he  sold  at  a  bargain,  for  seventy-five  cents,  to  a  poor 
widow  who  kept  a  boarding-house,  agreeing  to  take 
dinner  with  her  in  part  payment,  for  Avhich  she  Avas 
to  charge  him  tAventy-five  cents.  Learning  that 
her  dinner-hour  Avas  usually  at  one  o'clock,  he  re- 
quested her  to  serve  up  his  at  tweU'e,  on  account  of 
his  business  engagements,  Avhicli  she  consented  to 
do.  Accordingly,  at  the  time  fixed  David  present- 
ed himself  at  the  AvidoAv's  board,  Avhere,  upon  a  huge 
platter,  the  self-same  goose  that  he  had  reared  and 
fatted  lay  smoking  from  the  spit,  flanked  by  the 
usual  A'arieties  of  vegetables  and  sauce  Avhich  serA^e 
to  make  a  roast  goose  doubly  palataljle.  Down  our 
gourmand  sat,  alone  (for  of  course  none  of  the  regu- 
lar boarders  had  arrived),  and  soon  dcA^oured  goose 
and  "lixins,"  and  nearly  cleared  the  table ;  he  then 
arose,  and,  Avithout  apology  or  comment,  deliiicrate- 
ly  receiA'ed  a  silver  half-dollar  (the  balance  of  their 
account)  from  the  AvidOAv's  liand  and  departed.  What 
the  boarders  did  for  a  dinner  that  day  tradition  does 
not  inform  us. 


There  used  to  reside  in  our  State  a  man  of  rather 
miserly  propensities,  Avho  Avas  A'ery  negligent  in  pro- 
viding for  his  household.  His  children  Avere  never 
more  than  half  fed  or  half  clothed.  At  one  time  his 
Avifc  Avas  taken  sick,  and  he  Avas  obliged  to  hire  an 
Irish  servant  to  do  the  houscAvork,  over  Avhom  he 
kept  a  vigilant  eye.  Whether  she  Avas  thievish  or 
not  she  was  certainly  Avitty,  and  indulged  in  fre- 
quent remarks  upon  the  leanness  of  the  larder.  One 
morning  Skinflint  brought  in  a  pound  of  butter,  ex- 
pecting that  it  would  last  for  a  Aveek  in  a  family  of 
five  children  ;  but  at  supper-time  it  Avas  considera- 
bl}'  reduced  in  quantity,  and  as  he  could  not  account 
for  such  a  rapid  disappearance  he  accused  Bridget 
of  purloining  it.  Straightening  up  to  her  full  height, 
and  Avith  eyes  flashing  with  rage,  the  excited  wo- 
man exclaimed,  "Steal! — I  steal  from  you!  If  I 
Avas  going  to  turn  thafe  I'd  steal  something  to  bring 
here  I" 
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One  of  our  clerical  correspondents  says  : 

I  was  preaching  in  the  town  of  A ,  on  the 

Susquehannah  River.  Down  the  river  two  or  three 
miles  is  a  little  hamlet,  where  I  had  established  an 
appointment.     A  company  of  young  men,  with  Bill 

S at  their  head,  occasioned  me  some  trouble  by 

whispering,  laughing,  etc.,  during  service. 

Bill  was  a  returned  Californian,  who  pretended  to 
have  made  his  pile  in  the  land  of  gold.  He  talked 
big,  drove  a  fast  horse,  and,  like  ]Mrs.  Tony  Weller's 
shepherd,  had  a  "  wonderful  power  of  suction"  for 
that  "particular kind  of  wanity" called  bad  whisky. 
Having  tried  milder  measures  with  the  boys  I  ad- 
ministered to  them  a  pretty  sh;irp  rebuke,  which 
Bill  appropriating  all  to  himself  breathed  out  teni- 
ble  threats  of  revenge. 

The  next  time  I  went  down  to  preach  he  drove 
his  horse  up  to  Brother  Jones's,  where  I  had  left 
mine,  and  asked  the  privilege  of  hitching  it  in  the 
barn  till  after  meeting.  When  the  services  were 
over  Brother  J.,  myself,  and  Bill,  who,  by-the-Avay, 
had  been  very  gracious  all  the  evening,  went  to  the 
barn  in  compan)\  While  we  were  busy  hitching 
on  my  horse  Bill  Avas  looking  after  his  own.  All  at 
once  he  broke  loose.  You  may  have  heard  some 
very  powerful  swearing,  but  I  think  you  have  nev- 
er heard  any  thing  that  would  go  ahead  of  that. 
Brother  J.  came  around  with  his  lantern  to  see  what 
it  was  all  about.  A  single  glance  at  Bill's  $250 
horse  explained  it  all.  Mane  and  tail  were  gone  as 
close  as  sheep-shears  could  cut  them.  Just  then 
the  boys.,  who  were  lying  in  wait  to  see  the  fun, 
exploded,  and  the  shout  which  accompanied  their 
yells  of  laughter — "Old  Mose  has  sheared  the  wrong 
boss  !" — was  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  matter. 
Bill  had  hired  Old  Mose,  a  regular  old  bummer,  to 
shear  the  parson's  horse ;  and  being  both  in  the 
same  barn,  and  both  harnessed,  he  very  naturally 
made  a  mistake,  of  which  Bill  has  not  heard  the 
last  to  this  day. 

Fro:m  one  of  the  United  States  ships  now  in  serv- 
ice a  friend  Avrites : 

There  is  in  our  mess  a  young  and  self-confident 
officer,  who  is  always  ready  with  remark  or  opinion 
on  any  subject.  One  day,  while  at  sea,  we  were 
looking  over  the  engravings  in  one  of  Harper's  pub- 
lications, when  this  young  gentleman  burst  forth 
with, 

"I  get  very  tired  of  Harper's  engravings;  there 
is  a  deal  of  sameness  about  them." 

Some  one  answered  that  they  could  not  be  all 
alike,  for  of  course  there  must  be  many  different 
artists  and  engravers  emplo^'ed  upon  them. 

"Oh  no,"  says  Omnosco,  "I  know  that  they  are 
all  made  in  Delaware,  and  they  must  be  by  one 
person." 

"  Ah  !"  says  one,  "how  do  you  know  that ?" 

"  Why,"  replied  he,  "all  the  pictures  in  Harper's 
books  are  marked  I)-e-l  in  one  corner." 

The  laugh  which  followed  this  announcement 
woke  up  the  Captain  from  his  nap,  and  presently 
his  bell  rang,  and  we  heard  that  he  wished  to  know 
what  the  noise  meant. 

The  young  gentleman  remains  unconvinced  to 
this  day  that  JJel  in  the  corner  of  a  picture  docs  not 
stand  for  Delaware. 


ported  a  battery  with  drawn  sabres  in  an  exposed 
position.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  supporting  a 
battery  is  any  thing  but  a  pleasant  job,  especiallv 
when  the  enemy's  shot  occasionally  goes  crashing 
through  the  column  ;  and  in  this  case  the  men,  hav- 
ing to  remain  mounted,  sat  on  their  horses  with 
tightly  drawn  lips,  every  one  apparently  expecting 
his  turn  to  come  next.  The  enemy's  guns  were 
posted  at  the  distance  of  600  yards,  and  hidden  by  a 
tall  growth  of  wheat.  The  fight  had  progressed 
about  half  an  hour,  and  the  cannonading  very  brisk, 
when  a  soldier  in  Company  F,  rising  in  his  saddle, 
turned  to  a  comrade  and  remarked,  "Why  don't 
some  one  go  over  there  and  read  the  riot  act  to  them 
fellers?"  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  expression, 
with  its  earnestness  of  tone,  brought  a  hearty  laugh 
from  the  company,  and  with  it  a  sense  of  relief  from 
the  suspense  of  a  moment  before. 


Elder  B- 


of  R ,  in  Michigan,  was  dis- 
coursing from  the  text  of  Christ's  entry  into  Jeru- 
salem, and  gave  the  following  version:  "Christ 
came  with  his  disciples,  mounted  on  an  ass,  and  the 
men,  women,  and  children  came  out  of  the  city, 
throAving  their  hats,  shawls,  and  clothes,  and  even 
pulling  bushes  from  the  trees  to  throw  in  his  way ; 
but,  spite  of  all  obstructions,  he  rode  into  Jerusalem 
in  triumph!" 

We  have  a  "scion,"  not  yet^lvanced  to  the 
dignity  of  jacket  and  troAvsers,  avW,  as  the  genial 
"  Country  Parson"  Avould  say,  seems  to  understand 
the  art  of  "putting  things."  It  became  necessar}'- 
the  other  day  to  inflict  upon  him  a  dose  of  castor-oil, 
and  the  little  felloAV  took  the  sickening  stuff  as 
braA'^elv  as  any  veteran  could  face  a  bayonet  charge. 
A  wiyTace  or  two,  and  his  opinion  of  the  medica- 
ment found  expression  as  follows  :  "  Mother,  I  don't 
think  I  quite  like  castor-oil ;  it's  a  little  too  rich  !" 

A  LADY  in  Colorado  Territory  sends  the  three 
folloAving : 

When  Sammie,  the  minister's  little  son,  was 
happy  in  the  possession  of  a  ncAv  lot  of  toys,  a  young 
lady  friend  came  in,  to  Avhom  he  Avished  to  exhibit 
his  treasures  and  explain  their  uses;  and  Avishingto 
have  his  friend  all  to  himself,  his  Avits  devised  a  Avay 
of  keeping  his  brother  quiet,  so  he  made  this  propo- 
sition :  "Tonnny,  you  play  dead  Avhile  I  show  Miss 
B these  playthings  I" 


This  is  very  good :  it  comes  to  the  DraAver  from 
Annapoli« : 

During  the  battle  of  Hanover  Court  House,  on 
the  Peninsula,  the  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry  sup- 


TiiE  A'cnerable  and  venerated  Bishop  M liaA'- 

ing  noticed  that  many  of  his  congregation  Avere  in 
the  habit  of  sitting  during  the  singing  of  the  Te 
J)eu7n,  and  that  others  Avould  sit  down  from  time  to 
time  during  its  jirogress,  he  requested  them  to  rise 
while  the  Te  Deum  Avas  sung,  and  to  ""continue  rising 
until  its  close  I" 

The  ReA^  Dr.  B ,  Avho  Avas  ahvays  A^ery  pre- 
cise in  his  speech,  once  gave  the  following  notice: 
"  Next  Wednesday  being  Ash  Wednesday,  or  the 
first  Sunday  in  Lent,  Divine  service  may  be  ex- 
pected here !" 

Apropos  of  such  a  mistake,  hoAv  many  of  your 
readers  can  Avithout  hesitation  or  study  read  cor- 
rectly, on  the  first  trial,  the  loth  and  IGth  A'erses 
of  the  15th  chapter  of  Judges .'^ 


A  con'uEsroxDENT  of  the  DraAver  in  the  famous 
city  of  Viclvpburg  Avritos  ; 

Clements  Rolfs,  a  burly,  double-fislcd  German— 
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honest,  faithful,  simple-minded,  and  possessing  a 
high  sense  of  his  duties  as  a  newly-made  citizen  of 
the  great  State  of  Ohio — was  the  hero  of  the  follow- 
ing: The  Irish  lahorers  from  a  neighboring  public 
work  visited  town  one  "St.  Patrick's  day  in  the 
morning,"  and  after  imbibing  liberally  in  honor  of 
their  patron  saint  got  up,  as  usual,  ''  a  bit  of  a  scrim- 
mage," attracting  quite  a  crowd,  of  whom  honest 
"  Clem"  was  one. 

Our  magistrate  undei'took  to  quell  the  riot  by 
"  commanding  the  peace."  All  obeyed  except  two, 
who  were  too  busily  engaged  to  hear  or  heed.  Tlie 
magistrate  ordered  the  by-standers  to  separate  the 
belligerents.  No  one  obe^ang,  he  called  out,  "/?j 
the  name  of  the  State  of  Ohio  I  command  you  to  sep- 
arate those  men!" 

Thus  invoked,  "Clem"  considered  himself  bound 
to  obey,  and  seizing  one  of  the  b'hoys  round  the 
body,  over  the  arms,  dragged  him  out  of  the  melee. 
Pat,  highly  incensed,  wriggled  and  squirmed  about 
in  "Clem's"  arms,  exclaiming,  "Who's  got  hoult 
of  me.'     Who's  houlding  me?" 

"Z>e?'  State  von  Ohio .'"  was  "  ClemV  half-apolo- 
getic answer. 

The  laugh  which  followed  broke  up  that  fight : 
and  "Clem"  was  duly  christened  "  Der  State  von 
Ohio"  thenceforward. 


A  California  lady  writes  to  the  Drawer  from 
Benicia: 

Master  Will  is  three  years  old,  and  has  been  very 
much  interested  lately  in  an  old  set  of  bedroom  fur- 
niture his  mother  has  been  having  repainted  and 
varnished.  He  has  heard  all  of  us  say  that  the 
things  looked  just  as  nice  as  new.  Will  has  one 
aunt}'  quite  old,  who  told  him  the  other  day  to  pick 
up  some  things  he  had  thrown  about  the  floor — for, 
said  she,  I  am  getting  old,  and  can't  stoop  as  well  as 
you.  Will  looked  at  her  very  earnestly,  drew  a 
long  sigh,  and  said,  "  I  have  been  thinking  why  you 
don't  get  painted  and  varnished ;  then  you'd  be  just 
as  good  as  new!" 


OxE  morning,  not  long  since,  Captain  H was 

going  down  town,  and  met  three  little  boys  of  from 
seven  to  nine  years  of  age.  As  they  came  up  one 
raised  his  cap,  bowed  ver}''  politely,  and  said, 

"  Good-morning,  Captain !" 

"What  did  you  bow  to  that  man  for,  Hal? — 
■what's  up?"  said  one  of  the  other  boys  as  soon  as 
they  were  by. 

"  Why,"  said  the  young  swell,  looking  verj'  im- 
portant, '*  don't  3'ou  know  he's  got  two  of  the  pret- 
tiest girls  in  town ;  and  of  course  a  fellow  wants  to 
keep  in  with  the  old  man,  you  know  1" 


Who  ever  heard  of  "Sailor  Diggings,  Oregon?" 
but  from  that  far-away  place  a  friend  writes  to  the 
universal  Drawer.     He  says  : 

I  think  every  man  who  knows  of  a  good  joke 
ought  to  communicate  it  to  your  laughter-provok- 
ing Drawer. 

Our  village  has  but  one  physician,  and  he  has  but 
few  calls ;  but  when  he  is  called  he  hastens  to  see  his 
patient,  fearing  recovery  ere  he  can  secure  his  fee. 

Not  long  since  he  had  a  call  to  see  a  patient  living 
a  few  miles  out  of  town,  and  as  his  mule  was  nearly 
as  far  away  as  his  paticsnt,  he  concluded  to  go  on 
foot,  and  started  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
When  about  half-way  he  heard  some  animal  stealth- 
ily creeping  toward  him,  and  knowing  there  were 
grizzly  bears  in  the  country,  he  at  once  surmised 


he  was  about  to  be  attacked  by  one.  He  made  up 
his  mind  that  disci'etion  was  the  better  part  of  valor, 
and  made  hurried  tracks  for  the  nearest  tree.  After 
ascending  about  twenty  feet  he  found  a  convenient 
limb  on  which  he  could  hang,  and  watch  and  listen 
to  his  enemy.  He  soon  heard  him  approaching,  and 
could  see  his  great  eyes  glistening  like  balls  of  lire. 
The  grizzly  approached  to  near  the  tree  and  seated 
himself,  keeping  his  great  fiery  eyes  steadily  fixed 
upon  his  victim,  as  if  confident  he  was  yet  to  furnish 
him  his  supper.  Thus  beleaguered  the  poor  doctor 
was  compelled  to  hang  and  watch  the  huge  shaggy 
monster  through  the  long  weary  night ;  and  he  says 
his  prayers  for  daylight  and  relief  were  deep  and 
heart-felt.  At  last  daylight  appeared ;  and  as  ob- 
jects began  to  appear  more  distinct  the  size  of  the 
monster  began  to  diminish  and  appear  less  frightful, 
and  after  wiping  the  mist  from  his  eyes  he  found  he 
was  treed  by  his  own  big  dog  ! 


While  reading  in  the  Maj'  number  of  your  Mag- 
azine the  sketch  of  Captain  Hall's  "  Life  among  the 
Esquimaux,"  my  memory  ran  back  some  years  at 
the  mention  in  it  of  a  well-known  name. 

I  was  at  Rockawa^'  for  a  short  time  one  summer, 
trying  to  get  better  lieallh  from  sea-bathing,  when 
one  morning,  just  as  day  Avas  dawning,  I  started  for 
the  beach,  expecting  to  have  a  long  and  solitary 
walk  before  any  one  else  was  stirring.  There  was 
a  man  ahead  of  me,  who  had  a  basket  with  him,  and 
was  digging  something  out  of  the  sand.  As  I  passed 
by  I  noticed  that  he  Avas  an  old  fisherman,  with  a 
coarse  white  shi)t,  coarse  duck  trowsers,  rolled  up  to 
bis  knees,  an  old  straw-hat  upon  his  head,  and  bare- 
foot. I  discovered  that  he  was  digging  a  small  spe- 
cies of  crab  out  of  the  sand,  the  like  of  which  I  had 
never  seen  before.  I  asked  him  what  use  he  made 
of  those  crabs.  He  said  he  was  catching  them  for 
bait,  and  he  told  me  how  to  find  them.  "  The  sand 
of  the  beach  is  all  Avhite  to  3'ou;  but  by  looking 
closer  you  will  see  small  circles,  or  rings,  of  darker 
sands,  which  the  crabs  work  to  the  surface  from  be- 
neath ;  approach  the  ring  carefully,  shove  your  hand 
in  it  quickly,  turn  the  sand  over,  and  you  are  apt  to 
throw  out  the  crab."  I  thanked  him  for  his  in- 
formation and  proceeded  on  my  walk.  About  an 
hour  later  I  found  mj'self  in  the  barber's  shop  of  the 
Pavilion  Hotel  waiting  to  get  shaved.  There  Avas 
only  one  gentleman  in  it  on  the  same  errand.  He 
sat  in  the  chair,  and  Avas  nearh'  through.  I  noticed 
his  face — kneAV  it  Avas  one  I  had  seen  before,  but  I 
couldn't  remember  Avhere.  After  he  Iiad  put  on  his 
hat  and  gone  out,  I  asked  the  barber  if  he  kneAv  Avho 
that  gentleman  was.  He  did.  He  told  me  his 
name — said  he  had  just  come  from  the  beach,  Avhere 
he  Iiad  been  gathering  bait,  as  he  Avas  going  a-fish- 
ing  that  day,  and  had  only  finished  dressing  for 
breakfast. 

And  Avho  was  the  old  fisherman  ?  Just  about  that 
time,  if  I  mistake  not,  owing  to  his  princely  munifi- 
cence and  generosity  in  aid  of  science,  Dr.  Kane  and 
his  companions,  amidst  the  ice  and  snow  of  the  far- 
ther polar  sea,  Avas  Avriting  his  name  upon  hiiherto 
undiscovered  lands  and  making  it  immortal.  It  Avas 
Henry  Grinnell. 

On'e  in  the  Queen  City  of  the  West  A\Tites : 
Tavo  years  ago  I  came  to  Cincinnati  to  engage  in 
business,  and  soon  obtained  the  assistance  of  a  Ger- 
man porter,  by  name  Barney.  Finding  in  a  short 
time  that  the  muddy  water  of  the  Ohio  Avas  not  as 
palatable  or  healthy  as  it  might  be,  I  bought  a  po- 
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rous  stone  filter  and  sent  to  the  store.  I  told  Bar- 
ney to  take  it  down  in  the  cellar  and  keep  it  tilled 
with  water  until  wanted,  A  few  days  after  I  ask- 
ed Barney  to  "  bring  up  that  stone  jar  from  the  cel- 
lar." Said  he:  "I  can  not."  "Why  not?"  "I 
gave  the  ashman  sixpence  this  morning  to  cany  it 
away ;  for  1  had  poured  four  pails  of  water  in  it, 
and  it  leaked  so  that  I  knew  you  would  be  glad  to 
set  rid  of  it." 


A  "Constant  Reader"  writes  again  to  the 
Drawer : 

Many  New  England  readers  of  the  Drawer  recol- 
lect old  Elder  T ,  of  meeting-house  building  no- 
toriety, and  those  who  were  accustomed  to  hear  him 
preach  will  remember  with  what  peculiar  unction 
he  used  to  hold  forth  from  the  text,  "  Is  there  no 
balm  in  Gilead,  and, is  there  no  physician  there?" 
More  than  once  has  the  Avriter  hereof  found  "the 
saut  tear  trickling  down  his  cheek"  while  listening 
to  the  delivery  of  this  sermon  by  the  good  old  elder 
on  various  occasions.  Meeting  the  old  man  at  the 
sev.'ing-circle  one  night,  in  the  course  of  our  conver- 
sation I  spoke  of  the  impression  produced  on  my 
mind  on  hearing  him  preach  it  a  few  Sabbaths  pre- 
vious. "Well,"  said  he,  "I  have  preached  that 
sermon  a  good  many  times,  and,  Avith  one  exception, 
I  have  faith  to  believe  the  effort  was  blessed;  but 
on  that  occasion  I  could  only  hope  for  the  best. 
Once,"  said  he,  "on  a  begging  tour  to  raise  money 
to  build  a  church,  I  stopped  to  preach  one  Sunday 
in  the  town  of  Gilead,  and  wishing  particularly  on 
that  occasion  to  produce  a  favorable  impression,  I 
chose  my  old  favorite  text.  Now  it  happened  that 
among  my  hearers  %vas  an  old  negro  who  had  lived 
for  a  great  many  years  in  the  family  of  the  village 
doctor,  and  nothing  would  rile  the  fellow  so  quick 
as  the  mere  suggestion  that  the  doctor  didn't  know 
every  thing.  Every  time  I  repeated  the  text  I 
noticed  the  old  darkey  manifested  much  emotion, 
which  I  attributed  to  the  peculiar  fervency  of  the 
African  temperament;  but,  warming  with  the  sub- 
ject, I  repeated  the  text  with  unusual  pathos — '  Is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead,  and  is  there  no  physician 
there?'  Old  Pomp  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and, 
springing  to  his  feet,  said,  '  Don  no  nuffen  'bout  de 
bcdm^  massa,  but  dere's  jes'  as  good  doctor  here  as 
dere  is  in  de  world.'" 


Brother  Natty,  a  good  honest  old  bachelor, 
who  does  "chores"  round  town,  but  has  not  had 
time  to  digest  Webster's  Unabridged,  was  speaking 
the  other  day  of  having  lived  formerly  in  Virginia. 

"Then  your  people  came  from  that  State,"  I  re- 
marked. 

"Yes,  \ny  p-ogcny  all  came  from  old  Virginny." 


One  snowy  winter  night  I  found  a  drunken  Irish- 
man half  covered  up  in  a  snow-drift,  and  utterly 
helpless.  I  picked  him  up  and  restored  him  to  the 
bosom  of  his  family.  I  supposed  him  perfectly  un- 
conscious until  I  opened  the  door  to  go,  when  he 

broke  out  with,  "  Mr.  T ,  I  am   vary  much 

obleeged  to  ye,  indadc ;  and  if  I  iver  find  ye  in  a 
similar  condition  I'll  be  sure  and  return  the  fa- 
vor." 


A  LADY  who  knows  whereof  she  writes  tells  the 
experience  of  a  Yankee  Miss  in  Dixie,  years  agone : 

In  other  days,  when  the  Southern  States  were  re- 
garded as  a  Land  of  Promise  by  New  England  teach- 
ers, one  of  the  sisterhood  obtained  a  situation  in  a 


I  thriving  seminary  in  Virginia,  and  at  once  bade 
adieu  to  the  land  of  barberry  bushes  and  cranberry 
vines,  for  a  home  which  was  reasonably  supposed  to 
combine  the  advantages  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel 
and  Smithsonian  Institute. 

"Dis  am  your  room,"  said  the  Topsey  of  the  oc- 
casion, who  had  been  deputed  to  attend  the  Yankee 
teacher  to  her  apartment;  "and  laws,  missus,  I'll 
have  a  fire  for  you  in  no  time ;  the  stage  done  got 
in  sooner  than  I  'spected  to-night,  that's  the  truth." 

Miss Avearily  proceeded  to  make  such  toilet 

as  she  might  with  the  aid  of  a  pint  of  tepid  water 
and  six  by  nine  looking-glass,  until,  suddenly  being 
made  sensible  of  a  heavy  smoke,  she  turned,  and 
saw  that  it  proceeded  in  thick  volume  from  the 
fragment  of  stove-pipe,  which  stood  like  a  broken 
column,  wanting  nearly  two  yards  in  measurement 
from  the  hole  in  the  wall  intended  for  its  egress. 

"I  can't  endure  it,"  said  Miss . 

"  I  should  think  not,"  returned  Topsey,  showing 
her  white  teeth.     "I  wonders  at  you !     It  ain't  the 
style  at  all." 
* "  What  did  you  do  it  for,  then  ?" 

"I  didn't.  I  wouldn't  do  my  hair  in  a  three 
strand  braid  on  no  account ;  it  is  too  poor-white- 
folksy  for  me.  We  doesn't  plait  our  hair  in  this  es- 
tablishment in  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty  strands; 
and  it's  luck}^  you  had  me  to  tell  you,  for  if  our 
young  ladies  had  seen  you  to-night  at  the  table  your 
character  would  be  gone  forever!" 

"Oh-h!"    said  the   teacher,   doubly  suffocated. 
"Please  put  out  the  fire,  and  send  a  man  to  put  up 
I  the  rest  of  the  pipe." 

"  Stove's  done  finished  as  it  is,"  said  Topsey,  se- 
verely.    And,  alas,  it  Avas. 

I      In  Madame  C 's  school  pails  of  water  stood 

j  about  in  convenient  situations,  with  cocoa-nut  dip- 
I  pers,  for  the  convenience  of  thirsty  pupils ;  but  dip- 
pers will  not  bear  too  rough  handling,  and  the  mor- 
tality thereof  had  been  irritatingly  great. 

Madame  was  upon  her  knees  on  the  platform,  one 
morning,  devoutly  conducting  the  devotions  of  her 
hundred  pupils,  Avhen  in  the  distance  was  heard  the 
crash  of  the  devoted  vessel.  There  was  a  pause  in 
the  prayer,  and  these  words  audibly  interluded  by 
the  oblivious  speaker,  "Good  gracious!  if  there 
isn't  another  of  my  cocoa-nut  dippers  gone!"  and 
the  prayer  went  on. 

From  a  friend  in  Baltimore  we  have  the  follow- 
ing : 

Some  years  ago  there  was  a  very  clever  but  illit- 
erate man  named  Tate  elected  to  the  Georgia  Legis- 
lature, from  Pickens  County.  When  he  arrived  in 
Milledgeville  he  inquired  of  the  first  one  he  met — 
who,  unfortunately  for  him,  was  addicted  to  practical 
jokes — the  way  to  the  Capitol.  The  gentleman  di- 
rected him  to  the  Market-house,  where,  with  all  the 
dignity  imaginable,  he  seated  him?elf  behind  one  of 
the  stalls.  After  a  while  the  vendors  of  meats  com- 
menced assembling  and  hanging  their  merchandise 
in  a  very  tempting  manner.  Tate  seeing,  as  he 
thought,  the  members  of  tlie  Legislature,  gazed  in 
awe-struck  wonder  until  he  thought  he  had  solved 
the  mystery,  and  then  he  said  :  "You  members  from 
the  lower  counties,  I  see,  know  a  little  more  than 
we  Cherokee  people.  You  don't  intend  to  be  swin- 
dled by  these  rascally  hotel-keepers,  so  you  bring 
your  provisions  along  with  you!"  There  was  some 
excitement  until  the  matter  was  explained,  when 
some  kind-hearted  '■'•viemhcr''  pointed  out  the  Cap- 
itol to  him. 
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When  can  vassi  ng  not 
loivj;  ago  for  an  office,  I 
had  to  address  an  even- 
ing msetiiig  in  a  small 
country  village.      The 
meeting  was  called,  and 
the  school-house,  where 
it  was  hald,  was  ci'owd- 
ed.     A  German  friend, 
ke?p3r  of  a  small  lager- 
beer    saloon,    wlio    re- 
minded mo  that  he  once 
cho|)pod  wood  for  me, 
and  had  now  risen  to  be 
a  leader  of  the  party, 
called   the  meeting  to 
order.      He  mounted  a 
bench,    with    a    great 
flourish  with  his  hand 
nominated  a  chairman, 
and  said,  on  taking  the 
vote,  "All  dem  dut  sez 
I,  sez  /."     There   was 
no  answer.    With  great 
anger  he  repeated,    "  I 
sez,  all  deni  dat  sez  1, 
sez   //"      Seeing    that 
there  was  a  difficulty  of 
comprehension,  or  sim- 
ple misundsrstanding,  I 
alone  responded  with  a 
loud  Ai/e!     My  Dutch 
friend   got   down   from 
his  perch  with  a  victo- 
rious look,  saying,  "  It 
is  harnijunusln  agreed!" 


From  tiie  head-quar- 
ters of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighth  Illinois 
Infantry      Volunteers,  '*'' 

Corinth,  Mississippi,  we 
have  the  following : 

While  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  La  Grange, 
Tennessee,  we  received  orders  to  prepare  live  days' 
rations  and  be  prepared  to  march,  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  fight.  Our  meat-rations  had  been  rather 
small  for  several  da\'s  previous  to  this,  because  of 
the  low  stage  of  water,  which  mads  transportation 
difficult.  A  few  barrels  of  hard  bread  were  found  to 
be  wormy,  and  to  save  cursing  the  Quarter-master 
divided  them  equally  among  the  companies,  thereby 
giving  none  a  greater  right  to  complain. 

The  rations  were  issued,  conveyed  to  company- 
quarters,  and  divided.  Shortly  after  a  group  of 
men  could  be  seen  around  the  old  quarters  of  Com- 
pany I,  all  busy  cursing  the  Quarter-master,  -when 
old  Jack  Smith  (called,  for  short,  "The  General") 
stepped  up  to  where  they  were  talking,  and  in  a 
half-whisper  remarked : 

"Why,  you  'tarnal  fools!  don't  you  see  a  God- 
send in  this?  Here  you  have  been  cursing  the 
Quarter-master  for  the  last  week  because  your  ra- 
tions of  meat  was  small;  and  now  the  Lord  has 
taken  pity  on  us  poor  d— Is,  and  is  sending  us  '  fresh 
meat'  in  a  mysterious  way,  so  that  the  Quarter-mas- 
ter won't  know  it  and  stint  us  in  the  supply  !" 

This  caused  a  general  laugh,  and  the  grumblers 
went  away  well  pleased. 


Bkrksiiirk,  Massachusetts,  contributes  several 
anecdotes  to  the  Drawer : 
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"  iieke's  richness  !" 

Gus  B ,  long  well  known  in  Massachusetts  as 

the  prince  of  hon  vicants,  on  his  return  from  his  first 
visit  to  the  West  was  glowingly  describing  the 
beauty  of  the  situation  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
of  a  town  where  he  had  spent  about  two  months. 
"How  about  the  water,  Gus.?"  asked  an  inquisitive 
friend.  "  I  forgot  to  try  it !"  responded  he,  and  the 
crowd  believed  him. 


The  proprietor  of  our  store,  a  very  dignified  man, 
returning  from  dinner  one  day,  found  on  the  middle 
of  the  floor  a  pail  turned  wrong  side  up.  He  in- 
quired, with  some  asperity  in  his  tone,  "What's 
that  pail  there  for?"  A  waggish  clerk  responded, 
"There  is  a  wood-cock  under  it."  Supposing  it  of 
course  to  be  alive,  with  considerable  difficulty  he 
got  down  on  the  floor  and  lifted  the  pail  carefully, 
and  discovered  a  icood  faucet ! 


Every  body  "who  knows  Charley  H ,  and  ev- 
ery body  does,  will  rejoice  in  the  following  speci- 
mens of  his  ever-genial  and  abounding  humor  : 

The  Kev.  Dr.  T ,  of  Berkshire,  is  as  well  known 

for  his  temperance  principles  as  his  eminent  piety; 
but  liaving  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  diphthe- 
ria, during  his  convalescence  he  was  advised  In-  his 
physician  to  use  a  little  good  brandy.  Of  course  his 
parisliioners,  most  of  whom  are  not  loyal  disciples 
of  John  B.  Gough,  responded  to  tke  suggestion  by 
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liberal  donations  of  the  "critter."  Charley  beini^ 
asked,  "  How  is  the  Doctor  this  morning.'"  prompt- 
ly replied,  "  If  he  don't  die  of  the  delirium  tremens 
I  tjuess  he  will  t;et  well !" 


CiiAui.r.Y  —  a  manufacturer,  by-the-by,  of  the 
most  villainous  quality  of  "army  shoddy" — attired, 
as  is  his  w(|^,  in  a  suit  of  the  best  French  broad- 
cloth, was  one  day  expatiatinj^  upon  the  excellence 
of  his  floods.  "  SVhy  don't  you  wear  them  yourself 
then?"  interposed  a  malicious  by-stander.  '■'■  Can't 
afford  it!"  Avas  the  ready  reply. 


A  RirriRED  merchant,  who  was  somewhat  proud 
of  his  own  success  in  business,  asked  Charley  one  day, 
who  is  an  inveterate  smoker,  and  often  in  the  street, 
"  How  is  it  that  you  can  do  business  successfully  and 
be  around  the  street  smokini;  as  much  as  you  are  ?'' 
"Give  me  twenty -five  dollai's  and  I  will  tell 
vou,"  responded  he;  "it  cost  nie  more  than  that  to 
learn." 


Charley  having  a  note  against  a  Corporation  not 
noted  for  paying  its  debts  promptly,  and  getting 
anxious  about  it,  consulted  the  president  of  one  of 
our  banks.  He  thought  it  was  good,  and  offered 
ninety  cents  on  a  dollar  for  it.  Charley  hurried  otV 
and  obtained  the  note  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  bargain.  The  president,  repenting  of  his  otter, 
said,  "I  do  not  want  to  take  advantage  of  you,  and 
I  will  help  you  collect  it."  "No,"  said  Charley; 
"you  buy  it,  and  I  will  help  you." 


quite  an  excited  discussion  arose  among  the  wise 
ones  as  to  her  safety,  on  account  of  her  groat  length. 
Charley,  acting  as  self-appointed  referee,  called  the 
house  to  order,  and  gravely  said.  "After  hearing  all 
the  arguments,  I  think  she  ought  to  be  cut  ott"al)Oiit 
three  feet,  and  I  think  some  of  you  ought  to  write 
the  owners  to  that  ettect." 


"You  have  been  sorely  tried,"  said  a  sympathiz- 
ing neighbor  to  old  Joe  Crawdon,  weeping  over  the 
coliin  of  his  third  wife.  "  Yes,"  responded  the  be- 
reaved one,  "I  have  always  had  the  dreadfulest 
luck  with  women!" 


.1 


Ix  the  bar-room  of  one  of  our  principal  hotels, 
about  the  time  the   Great  Eastern  was  launched, 


TiiK  saying  tliat  "misery  loves  company"  was 
fully  realized  by  me  on  the  fallowing  occasion.  Last 
July,  wiiile  traveling  from  New  York  to  Washing- 
ton, and  when  within  a  few  miles  of  the  latter  place, 
the  train  was  brought  to  a  full  stop  within  a  few 
rods  of  a  bridge.  The  conductor  came  along  and 
informed  the  passengers  that  the  recent  heavy  rains 
had  rendered  the  bridge  unt^afe  for  the  train  to  cross, 
and  that  we  would  have  to  get  out  and  walk.  ]Most 
of  the  passengers  having  taken  his  advice,  I  con- 
cluded to  do  the  same,  and  was  walking  leisurely 
ahmg  when  I  noticed,  just  ahead,  several  peddlers 
with  their  wares  (in  fact,  I  brought  up  the  rear). 
As  the  last  one  was  passing  a  baggage-car  a  brake- 
man  looked  out  and  said  to  one  of  his  compan- 
ions, 

"Just  look  at  that  pack  of  Jewish  armv  swin- 
dlers!" 

The  last  of  those  thus  addressed  looked  around  to 
mc  and  said, 

"  \'at  vas  flat  he  says  to  usT' 


Ik!!    llliilllipv 


^^^m-  ill 


Tin:  i:x(;i:Lsi();i  cluu. 

Tun  Prkrident  (.I't.  14).— "(rPntlfimon  will  pleaHft  come  to  onler.     Tlic  question  for  tho  evening  i.-',  'Sliall  this 
(Jhib  indorse  Uie  Political,  Financhil,  and  Military  I'oli<^y  of  tho  Aduunistratiou/' " 


/niiljiiiiiii  for  liigti0i 


Furnished  hij  Mr.  G.  Brodie,  300  Canal  Street,  Neio  York,  and  dvaion  by 
VoiGT  from  actual  articles  of  Costume. 
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Fig.  2. — Child's  Pelisse. 


Fig.  3. — Under-Slekvk. 


Fig.  4. — Under-Sleeve. 


THE  Bridal  Toilet  consists  of  a  robe  of  tarla- 
tan, with  hi'j^h  and  close  bodice  and  Rlijj;htly- 
pointed  waist,  with  round  pearl  buttons  in  front; 
close  sleeves,  with  upper  flowing  ones,  confined  by 
two  buttons  at  shoulders  and  elbows.  The  skirt 
has  two  flounces.  The  veil  is  a  la  Juive;  wi'eath 
of  myrtle  and  oranc;e-buds.  forming  clusters  at  the 
ears,  with  a  large  one  at  the  back.  A  small  bou- 
quet is  placed  at  the  waist. 


In  the  above  page  of  Livgerie  the  Child's  Pe- 
lisse is  of  muslin,  with  embroidered  frills,  headed 
by  houilloniu'es.  The  buttons  and  ceinturo  are  of 
silk. — In  the  IMuslix  Body  the  uuder  portion  is  in 
tucks,  crossed  with  narrow  velvet  from  the  nr ck  to 
the  waist.  The  jackot  is  of  plain  muslin,  trimmed 
with  embroidery. — The  Undek-Sleeves  are  orna- 
incnt-ed  with  blue  taffeta  ribbons  and  small  but- 
tons. 
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AN  ADVENTURE  ON  THE  COAST  OF  AUSTEALTA. 


TUE  STORM. 


S0ME  thirty  or  forty  miles  east  of  the  coast 
of  Australia  there  lay,  during  the  night  of 
the  26th  of  July,  1853  (which  is  the  depth  of 
winter  in  that  part  of  the  world),  a  very  small 
vessel,  cutter  rigged,  and  of  only  16  tons  regis- 
ter. Her  condition  was  deplorable.  Her  bul- 
warks were  all  washed  away,  and  every  thing, 
including  the  only  boat  she  carried,  swept  off  the 
decks.  In  addition  to  this  she  was  leaking  con- 
siderably. Her  crew  consisted  of  the  writer  of 
this,  who  was  captain,  a  mate,  four  sailors,  and 
a  young  man  who  acted  as  steward  and  cook. 
Besides  these  the  captain  had  his  wife  on  board. 
This  little  vessel  was  called  the  Thomas. 

About  three  weeks  previously  she  had  left 
Sydney ;  but  from  the  moment  of  departure  a 
succession  of  heavy  gales  had  so  disabled  her 
that  she  was  now  little  better  than  a  com])lete 
wreck  upon  the  water.  All  the  crew  were  thor- 
ouglily  worn  out;  and  no  hot  food  could  be  well 
obtained,  except  some  coffee  at  the  small  cabin 
stove.  On  deck  the  hatches  and  the  entrances 
to  below  (except  a  small  opening  large  enough 


merely  to  admit  a  man  crawling  to  the  cabin) 
were  securely  fastened  and  covered  with  tarpau- 
lins. Ropes  ran  along  where  the  bulwarks  iiad 
been  ;  and  the  man  at  the  pump  (relieved  every 
quarter  hour)  had  to  be  lashed  there  to  prevent 
him  from  being  waslied  away  by  the  sea,  which 
broke  furiously  over  the  apparently  doomed  craft. 
Yet,  desjjite  this  disastrous  state  of  things,  the 
crew,  sailor-like,  were  not  a  whit  dismayed.  They 
cracked  their  jokes,  ate  their  cold  food,  drank 
their  grog,  and  smoked  their  pii)es  as  if  nothing 
extraordinary  had  happened.  Nevertheless,  not 
a  man  on  board  but  fully  exi)ected  the  coming 
night  would  be  his  last  if  the  gale  continued ; 
for,  without  a  boat  to  aid  in  escaping,  or  any 
material  to  make  a  raft,  all  hands  must  ])erisli 
should  the  vessel  no  longer  be  able  to  withstand 
the  storm. 

At  this  time  the  cutter  was  hove  to  under  a 
balance-reefed  mainsail,  and  about  two  yanls 
of  the  tliroat  of  a  storn;-jib.  It  was  blo\Aing  a 
perfect  hurricane  from  the  southwest,  and  in 
the  small  cabin,  where  the  whole  crew  (except 


Entered  accorfling  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  tlie  yuar  18G4,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  tiie  (Jlo.  k'.s  ()ffice  of  tlie  Dis- 
trict (yOiirt  for  till'  Sniitlie -n  District  of  Ne'v  York. 
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the  man  at  the  pump)  had  assembled  for  shel- 
ter, every  lurch  of  the  vessel  covered  the  lee-side 
of  the  floor  to  full  eighteen  inches  of  water.  To 
face  the  wind  on  deck  was  impossible,  and  the 
sea  burst  so  incessantly  over  the  little  craft  that 
half  the  time  she  was  as  much  under  the  water 
as  floating  upon  it.  But  her  very  diminutive- 
ness  saved  her  from  being  broken  to  pieces  or 
wholly  swamped.  She  succeeded  in  living  through 
this  unusually  heavy  storm,  while  three  or  four 
large  ships  of  more  than  twenty  times  her  ton- 
na^  were  wrecked  and  totally  destroyed  close 
by.  My  all  was  embarked  in  the  venture.  The 
little  craft  and  her  contents  were  my  own.  The 
object  of  the  enterprise  and  its  ultimate  result 
may  be  learned  from  the  following  extracts  from 
the  Australian  newspapers  of  the  day : 

"Yesterday  Captain  Snow  got  to  sea  in  his  own  cutter, 
bought,  stored,  and  provisioned  at  hi?  own  cost,  for  Beh- 
ring's  Straits.  The  little  vessel  is  ballasted  witli  goods  for 
trading  at  the  various  islands  on  the  way,  and  nothing 
can  be  more  interesting  than  his  undertaking  the  voyage 
in  30  small  a  cmft.'"— Sydney  Herald^  July  1,  1S53. 

"•  We  now  liave  to  record  with  regret  the  failure  of  Cap- 
tain Snow's  Expedition.  He  met  with  a  succession  of  heavy 
gales  after  leaving  Port  Jackson,  and  was  obliged  to  make 
for  Shoal  Bay."— r/ie  Same^  August  5,  1S53. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  here  to  give  more  de- 
tails of  how  we  did  eventually  weather  this 
storm,  and  what  occurred  during  that  night. 
The  events  of  those  three  weeks,  ending  with 
the  day  following  the  dark  hours  I  have  just  re- 
ferred to,  were  not  few  nor  tame  ;  but  they  be- 
long to  a  narrative  of  sea  life,  and  must  be  pass- 
ed over  for  the  present.  They  are  alluded  to 
only  by  way  of  explanation  as  to  the  cause  of  our 
getting  among  the  wild  natives  of  Australia  in 
the  manner  about  to  be  narrated. 

The  night  passed  on,  and  still  we  lived !  The 
half-wrecked  cutter  floated  upon  the  waves,  and 
incessantly  came  the  sound  in  our  ears  of  the 
clang,  clang  of  the  pump  trying  to  keep  the  leak 
from  increasing,  Avhile  the  howl  of  the  gale  could 
be  heard  even  in  our  closed  up,  stifled  cabin  be- 
low. But  though  every  sea  that  went  over  us 
seemed  to  be  our  doom,  and  though  amidst  all 
we  found  ourselves  close  to  the  shore,  and  had 
to  pass  through  other  dangers  from  that  proxim- 
ity, we  were  still  almost  miraculously  preserved. 

Morning  saw  me  on  deck,  where  I  had  been 
for  some  hours  ;  and  now,  with  an  eager  eye,  I 
scanned  the  rocky  shores  as  the  dawn  of  day 
broke  upon  them.  Fortunately  the  wind  had 
lessened,  and  was  veering  to  the  eastward.  A 
high  sea,  however,  rolled  heavily  in,  and  it  was 
utterly  out  of  the  question  for  us  to  tliink  of  re- 
maining thus  another  night.  It  was  decided, 
therefore,  to  run  for  the  first  place  that  would 
give  us  shelter.  The  Clarence  River,  not  fiir 
northward,  seemed  to  offer  this ;  but  neither  my- 
self nor  any  one  on  board  knew  the  locality. 
The  mouth  of  this  river  was  marked  on  the  chart 
as  Shoal  Bay,  having  an  ugly  bar  at  the  en- 
trance, and  a  dangerous  reef  of  rocks  connect- 
ing that  bar  with  the  main  land.  Still,  it  was 
our  only  chance,  and  try  it  we  must.  Accord- 
ingly, after  making  sail,  and  a  few  hours'  ma- 


noeuvring, we  succeeded  in  getting  the  cutter 
in  a  good  position  to  enter.  But  what  was  our 
vexation  when,  on  nearing  the  place,  we  saw 
such  a  tremendous  sea  breaking  on  the  bar  that 
to  attempt  a  passage  there  was  sure  to  be  instant 
destruction.  We  should  be  inevitably  swamp- 
ed. Yet  not  to  get  shelter  somewhere  would 
also  be  as  bad.  What  was  to  be  done?  A 
moment's  consideration  determined  me.  I  had 
gone  aloft  to  examine,  and  noticed  among  the 
rocks  forming  the  reef  what  appeared  to  be  a 
narrow  tortuous  opening.  This,  as  the  last  al- 
ternative, I  thought  we  might  try ;  but  inas- 
much as  every  man's  life  was  as  dear  to  him  as 
mine  to  me,  I  descended  and  consulted  my  crew. 
One  and  all  saw  the  necessity  of  immediately  at- 
tempting to  get  through  that  apparent  opening, 
trusting  to  good  management  and  likewise  to 
the  sea  heaving  our  small  craft  over  such  rocks 
as  might  be  in  the  way.  This  agreed  to,  every 
man  was  siationed  at  a  certain  post.  The  mate 
went  to  the  helm ;  one  hand  took  the  lead, 
though  of  not  much  use,  to  try  the  soundings ; 
another  went  forward ;  and  the  others  attended 
to  the  sails. 

A  few  words  of  direction  as  to  what  each 
should  do  in  trying  to  reach  the  shore  if  we 
struck,  and  a  moment  to  the  care  of  her  who 
was  sharing  my  fate — and  who,  with  life-belt 
and  a  cask  near  by  to  help  save  herself,  was  se- 
curely placed  on  deck — and  I  then  Avent  aloft  to 
con  the  ship,  which  had  been  headed  for  the 
opening.  The  lives  of  all  on  board  depend- 
ed on  my  nerve  and  calmness.  I  dared  not 
yield  for  an  instant  to  one  thought  other  than 
what  was  necessary  to  try  and  guide  the  little 
vessel  through  or  over  that  reef  of  rugged,  jag- 
ged, and  frowning  rocks  before  us,  now  not  a 
half  mile  off.  I  could  perceive  that  the  sea  was 
beating  upon  them  furiously,  though  at  inter- 
vals leaving  a  faint  blue  line  of  smoother  A^ter 
in  the  opening  I  had  noticed.  As  we  approach- 
ed I  also  beheld  the  south  headland  swarming 
with  naked  savages,  gesticulating  in  what  seem- 
ed a  most  threatening  manner.  But  though 
alarming  at  other  times,  it  had  no  effect  upon 
me  now.  I  steadied  myself  by  the  mast-head, 
and  thence  sang  out  my  orders  to  below.  "  Port ! 
Port  your  helm !  Steady!  Starboard!  Mind 
your  lielm  !  So-o!  Watch  her  well!"  and  such 
like  came  rapidly  from  my  lips  as  required.  And 
now  we  were  near ! 

On  to  the  fierce  breakers  the  little  vessel 
rushed !  A  towering  sea  lifted  her  on  high — 
the  next  moment,  trembling  in  her  whole  frame, 
she  was  in  the  vortex  of  the  surging  foam !  Here, 
there,  every  where,  rocks  around,  and  showing 
their  black  and  craggy  heads  menacingly  amidst 
the  angry  waters.  Life  and  death  were  at  the 
poise  of  a  balance.  For  an  instant  every  one 
on  board  held  his  breath.  I  could  feel  myself 
bedding  my  teeth'  into  the  flesh  beneath  with 
the  intense  excitement  of  the  moment.  Put 
no  thought  was  there  for  any  thing  but  the  crook- 
ed space  of  water,  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  in 
length,  in  which  we  must  keep. 
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"Water!  What  water  have  you?"  I  shout- 
ed, as  the  cutter  again  bounded  forward. 

"  Touch  something — rock — at  half  four,"  was 
the  prompt  reply,  void  of  the  usual  sailor's  drawl. 

"  Starboard  !  Starboard  again  !"  I  shouted, 
as  we  now  moved  in  the  dangerous  channel, 
lifted  by  another  wave  ;  and  quick  was  the  an- 
swering response  from  below.  But  even  as  the 
words  came  from  my  mouth,  and  while  the  cut- 
ter was  on  the  crest  of  that  sea,  I  beheld  right 
before  us,  almost  under  the  bow,  one  of  the  rocks 
now  uncovered  by  the  recoiling  wave. 

"Look  to  yourselves  below!  Hold  hard  all 
of  you  !  Port !  Port  the  helm  if  you  can  ! " 
I  shouted  at  the  top  of  my  voice. 

The  next  moment  down  came  the  cutter  amidst 
a  chaos  of  boiling  surges,  and  with  a  blow  that 
seemed  enough  to  shake  the  hull  to  pieces,  while 
the  mast  quivered  beside  me :  her  after-keel  came 
against  the  rock. 

"Struck!  struck!"  the  mate  and  crew  scream- 
ed aloud ;  but  hardly  had  the  words  escaped 
their  lips,  when  up  again,  and  onward,  the  tiny 
craft  sped  her  way.  I  breathed  anew.  A  few 
yards  more  and  we  were  safe.  The  channel 
turned  somewhat  now  to  the  south.  In  it,  if 
possible,  we  must  go.  But  the  look  was  appall- 
ing. I  almost  felt  my  head  swim  as  I  gazed 
upon  the  whirlpool  below.  Still  I  could  think  ; 
I  could  speak. 

"In  with  the  main-sheet!  Starboard  your 
helm!  So-o!  Steady  now,  steady!"  And 
thus,  with  another  bound,  another  struggle,  as 
if  the  entire  hull  was  being  torn  to  pieces,  a 
leap  on  one  more  lessening  wave,  a  rush  for- 
ward, and  the  little  cutter  had  cleared  the  rocks, 
and  was  in  smooth  water  inside  the  reef. 

"Well  done!  Well  done!  Well  done!" 
was  ejaculated  by  one  and  all,  loud  enough  for 
me  to  hear,  and  with  an  unmistakable  sigh  of 
relief,  as  we  found  ourselves  once  more  free 
from  immediate  danger.  And  so  said  I  as, 
still  at  my  post  aloft,  the  vessel  Avas  directed 
along  the  south  shore  to  the  inner  part  of  the  bay. 

But  we  were  not  yet  free  from  danger.  I 
knew  nothing  of  the  place,  nor  had  I  any  chart 
of  it  to  guide  me.  Therefore  I  deemed  it  best 
to  anchor  as  soon  as  we  were  sufficiently  far  in. 
Meanwhile  I  could  hear  the  talk  of  my  crew  as 
we  sailed  on,  not  far  from  the  beach,  where 
scores  of  natives,  with  their  wild  and  nude  ap- 
pearance, followed  our  movements. 

"  Safe  at  last,"  said  one  of  the  men.  "  She 
got  over  well,  though  her  keel  had  an  ugly 
knock.  But,"  added  he,  "glancing  back  and 
looking  at  the  roaring  Avaters  astern,  "what  a 
devil  of  a  place  to  get  through !" 

"Yes,"  chimed  in  another.  "Once  that 
way  is  quite  enough.  However,  here  we  are, 
and  I  suppose  down  anchor  will  be  the  next 
thing." 

"Why,  that's  out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the 
fire,"  here  rejoined  another.  "  I  don't  see  that 
we've  much  mended  our  condition.  Look  at 
those  naked  devils  running  about  like  mad  on 
each  side  of  us!" 


"  Ay,  there  they  are,  sure  enough.  "  Guess 
they're  reckoning  up  a  good  feast,  now  we're 
here.     Bad  for  the  Missus,  won't  it  be?" 

"Well,  she's  a  trump,  that  she  is.  Devil  a 
cry  or  word  did  she  utter  all  tlie  time,  but  was 
as  cool  as  any  of  us.  'Twill  be  bad  if  these 
niggers  gets  foul  of  us  now.  What'll  the  cap- 
tain do,  I  wonder?" 

"  Why,  he  must  put  up  with  it.  We're  here 
now,  and  can't  help  ourselves.  If  we  can  hu- 
mor the  blacks  there'll  be  no  harm  done.  If 
they  get  sulky,  then  we  must  fight  it  out — cut 
and  run — or  let  'em  make  a  meal  of  us." 

"Pretty  consolation  for  half-wrecked  mfen, 
truly,"  here  observed  Richardson,  the  mate. 
"But  maybe  'tisn't  so  bad.  We've  got  through 
some  of  the  worst,  and  must  try  to  master  this 
also." 

At  this  moment  I  descended,  having  got  the 
cutter  to  a  part  that  seemed  safe  to  anchor  in. 
One  word  I  gave  to  her  who  had  so  bravely 
stood  the  trying  scene  —  ever  like  woman  in 
time  of  danger — and  then  I  went  forward  to 
the  men. 

"Mr.  Richardson,"  I  said,  "we  will  anchor 
here  for  the  present.  Make  all  snug.  Keep 
one  man  to  the  pump  and  to  watch.  Then  let 
the  rest* go  below  if  they  like." 

"Ay,  ay.  Sir!"  was  the  mate's  quick  re- 
sponse. "I  will  see  all  right.  You  yourself 
need  some  rest.  I'll  keep  watch,  and  if  there's 
any  danger  let  you  know  directly." 

"But  what  about  these  darkeys.  Sir?"  asked 
Morgan,  with  evident  alarm.  "There  seems 
more  than  a  hundred  of  them,  and  I  never  see 
such  a  lot  of  wild  dancing  devils  before." 

Poor  Morgan !  I  saw  that  he,  and  not  he 
alone,  was  evidently  frightened,  and,  truth  to 
say,  with  some  reason.  For  it  is  a  fact  well 
attested  that  the  native  Australians,  on  that 
part  of  the  coast  especially,  are,  or  were  then, 
cannibals  when  necessity,  or  even  a  good  op- 
portunity, placed  white  men  in  their  power. 
But  it  was  not  the  first,  nor  second,  nor  third 
time  I  had  been  among  these  wild  tribes,  and 
many  a  strange  scene  I  had  passed  through 
with  them,  alone  and  absolutely  in  their  power. 
I  felt,  therefore,  that  though  caution  was  neces- 
sary, over-fear  need  not  be  felt.  Consequently, 
with  a  laugh,  I  replied  : 

"Well,  we  must  take  our  chance,  Morgan. 
I  don't  think  they  will  molest  us  here,  even  if 
they  do  at  all.  We  have  got  clear  of  the  great- 
er danger  at  sea.  And  now  only  keep  a  good 
look-out,  allowing  no  canoes  alongside,  and  we 
shall  "be  safe." 

I  went  below,  and  the  moment  I  reached  a 
dry  part  of  the  cabin  I  fell  like  a  log  upon  a 
couch,  and  was  soon  asleep.  But  I  was  not 
allowed  to  remain  long  so.  Directly  I  left  the 
deck  the  anchor  had  been  dropped  and  the  sails 
loosely  rolled  up.  No  sooner  was  this  done 
than  the  blacks  were  observed  manning  their 
canoes  to  come  off.  Instantly  the  men  came 
to  the  mate  with  a  request  that  I  should  be  call- 
ed up,  and  upon  my  reappearance  there  was  a 
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simultaneous  demand  for  the  cutter  to  be  moved 
away  from  the  supi)Osed  new  danger.  A  look 
through  my  glass  told  me  that  undoubtedly  some 
movement  was  going  on  among  the  natives,  and 
it  behooved  us  to  be  on  our  guard. 

I  need  hardly  observe  that,  at  such  times,  it 
is  always  best  for  a  vessel  to  be  under  sail.  Ac- 
cordingly I  gave  the  necessary  order,  and  soon 
the  cutter  had  canvas  upon  her,  and  was  moving 
about  the  bay.  But  here  it  will  be  necessary 
to  say  a  word  concerning  the  place. 

3?ho;igh  now  well  known,  a  few  years  ago 
the  Clarence  River — one  of  the  finest  in  Aus- 
tralia— was  rarely  visited  exce])t  by  a  few  coast- 
ing craft  for  cedar,  which  grows  abundantly  on 
its  banks,  and  for  the  wool  of  the  New  England 
farmers,  generally  sent  to  the  settlement  of  Graf- 
ton, some  forty  miles  up.  Previous  to  my  ar- 
rival this  river  had  not  been  surveyed,  and  the 
few  persons  who  knew  aught  about  it  kc])t  their 
knowledge  to  themselves.  Tlie  general  com- 
munication between  the  settlement  of  Grafton 
and  Sydney  was  overland,  and  the  native  tribes 
roamed  about  the  banks  of  this  river  in  all 
their  j)rirnitive,  wild,  and  independent  condi- 
tion. Knowing  of  this  settlement  at  Grafton, 
though  ignorant  of  the  navigation  to  that  place, 
I  determined  to  try  and  get  so  far,  trusting  to 
care  and  management  for  avoiding  any  rocks 
or  sJKjals  in  the  way.  Tlius,  then,  I  gave  the 
order  to  go  on.  But  no  socmer  was  it  found 
that  I  intended  such  than  Morgan  and  two  of 
the  other  men  oj)enly  expressed  their  fears  that 
wo  were   making  matters  worse,  an<l   that  we 


should  be  captured  and  made  food  of.  Johnson 
laughingly  took  sides  with  the  others,  more  to 
see,  as  he  afterward  said,  whether  I  would  not 
think  it  best  to  remain  under  sail  in  the  bay 
than  go  farther  up  the  river  in  uncertainty. 
But  I  knew  what  I  was  about,  and  determined 
to  proceed. 

By  this  time  the  natives  had  got  in  their  ca- 
noes, and  were  about  paddling  off,  when  sud- 
denly they  ceased,  and  returned  on  shore,  many 
of  them  running  about  in  various  directions,  as 
if  mad.  Nude,  shaggy,  and  repulsive-looking, 
their  lank  forms  and  matted  hair  presented  tlie 
idea  of  so  many  fiends  dancing  about,  intent 
upon  the  white  man's  destruction.  Those  on  a 
sandy  spit  at  our  right  were  very  cons])icuous, 
being  jierfcctly  exi)osed,  and,  if  I  had  so  de- 
sired, might  have  been  quickly  lessened  in  nimi- 
ber  by  the  discharge  of  some  shot  and  ball. 
But  I  had  never  yet  ado])ted  such  a  course,  nor 
ever  intended  to  do  so,  except  in  the  last  ex- 
tremity. 

Tlie  bay  was  a  singular  one.  It  was  formed 
by  the  mouth  of  the  Clarence  River  being  di- 
verted from  its  natural  straight  course  to  the 
sea,  and  turned  aside  by  a  long  and  moderately- 
high  satul-sjut  runuijig  from  the  coast  of  the 
north  shore  inside  of  the  outer  entrance  and  the 
south  bea<lland  reef  toward  a  dcej)  bend  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  diverged  stream.  On  this 
south  side  thick  trees  run  up  to  a  goodly  height, 
leaving  a  ])leasant  little  beach,  and  opening  out 
near  the  headland  so  as  to  form  a  grassy  knoll, 
on  which  were  a  few  shrubs.      Bevond  thi.'-  out- 
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er  bay  and  inside  the  sandy  spit  were  several 
shoals  and  banks,  at  that  time  unknown  to  me 
or  any  of  the  crew.  It  was  on  the  south  shore, 
among  the  trees,  that  a  great  number  of  natives 
were  seen,  as  well  as  on  the  sandy  spit,  but  only 
the  latter  appeared  inclined  at  first  to  come 
off. 

Directly  the  cutter  was  again  under  way,  and 
standing  more  up  the  river,  some  of  the  blacks 
were  noticed  watching  her  very  carefully,  while 
others  had  run  on  toward  a  thick  clump  of  trees 
that  now  appeared  on  the  north  shore  as  the 
little  vessel  turned  round  the  sand-spit  and  open- 
ed out  new  phices.  But  the  attention  of  all  on 
board  ^vas  more  directed  to  the  ship  than  to  the 
natives.  The  soundings  were  for  a  short  time 
•  regular,  and  then  became  very  uneven,  from 
five  fathoms  to  three,  and  changing  rapidly. 
Presently  a  "quarter  less  three"  was  hastily 
shouted  from  the  leadsman,  and  before  an  or- 
der I  promptly  gave  to  turn  the  ship's  head  sea- 
ward could  be  executed  the  cutter  went  heavily 
on  a  hidden  shoal,  and  was  immovably  fixed. 
Here  was  a  dilemma !  The  tide  had  taken  the 
ebb,  and  as  we  had  no  boat  it  Avas  impossible  to 
do  any  thing  in  the  way  of  extricating  ourselves. 
The  only  chance  was  to  make  a  rafr,  get  out  an 
anchor  astern,  and  so  try  to  heave  off;  and  this 
all  hands  immediately  set  to  work  doing. 

My  vexation,  and  the  dismay  of  those  of  the 
crew  who  were  alarmed  at  the  natives,  may  be 
imagined.  It  seemed  as  if  Ave  were  really  doom- 
ed, and  Morgan  again  openly  bemoaned  his  fate 
in  thus  having  to  run  the  risk  of  becoming  food 
for  Australian  blacks.  But  as  it  was  no  use 
repining,  every  one  went  vigorously  to  work, 
and  in  a  short  time  an  extempore  raft  was 
made,  an  anchor  planted  in  a  direction  where, 
after  sounding,  it  was  hoped  the  vessel  could  be 
hove  off,  and  then  a  strain  put  on.  It  was, 
however,  too  late.  The  tide  had  fallen  so  much 
that  the  cutter  already  began  to  lean  over,  and 
therefore  it  was  necessary  to  wait  until  near 
high -water.  Nothing  then  remained  but  to 
have  patience;  and  this,  with  a  very  ill  grace  on 
the  part  of  Neil  and  Morgan,  was  resorted  to. 
Orders  were  given  for  a  good  watch  to  be  kept 
on  deck,  and  after  seeing  every  thing  as  safe  as 
could  be,  I  once  more  went  beloAV  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. But  hardly  had  I  left  the  deck  when  a 
small  boat,  with  two  figures  in  it,  was  seen  rap- 
idly approaching  from  the  clump  of  trees  on  the 
north  shore.  As  it  neared  the  cutter  one  of  the 
figures  was  observed  to  be  a  middle-aged  irhite 
man,  and  the  other  a  native  black  On  reach- 
ing the  ship's  side  the  former  asked,  in  English, 
what  was  the  matter. 

•'  Matter !"  said  Richardson,  in  reply.  "  Why, 
you  can  see  we've  had  bad  weather  outside,  and, 
having  lost  nearly  every  thing,  came  here,  it  ap- 
pears, to  be  deprived  of  the  remainder." 

*' What's  the  name  of  your  craft,  and  where 
are  you  bound?"  again  queried  the  stranger. 

"The  Thomas  is  our  name,  and  we  were 
bound  on  a  cruise  'mong  the  islands,'  was  the 
mate's  response.      "But  who  are  you?" 


"  Oh,  I'm  cedar-cutter  just  now,"  he  replied. 
"  What's  your  captain's  name  ?" 

The  answer  was  given,  and  then  the  mate 
added,  "But  here  he  is,  if  you  want  to  see 
him." 

I  again  appeared  on  deck,  and  was  informed 
of  what  had  passed. 

"I  see  you  have  a  boat,  my  friend,"  I  said, 
addressing  the  stranger;  "and  if  you  can  let 
us  have  its  use,  or  would  wish  to  dispose  of  it, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  make  terms." 

"As  for  disposing  of  it,  perhaps  I  can,"  was 
the  stranger's  response,  "seeing  that  my  part- 
ner, who  is  ashore,  and  I,  have  another.  But 
we  can  talk  of  that  by-and-by.  You  can  make 
use  of  it  now,  if  you  like,  and  I'll  come  aboard 
to  lend  a  hand." 

"Thank  you  heartily,"!  replied,  as  the  stran- 
ger leaped  on  to  the  deck,  followed  by  his  sable 
companion,  void  of  the  slightest  attire,  and  who 
immediately  passed  the  boat  astern.  "What 
name  shall  we  call  you  by?" 

"  My  name  is  William  C ,  and  the  black 

there  is  Billy,"  replied  the  cedai'-cutter,  at  the 
same  time  pointing  to  the  native.  "  He  is  a 
good  pilot  for  this  river,  and  so  are  all  of  them 
about  here.  If  you'd  had  one  on  board  he 
would  have  kept  you  clear  of  this." 

"What!  Are  they  civilized  blacks  here, 
then  ?"  I  asked. 

"No,  by  no  manner  of  means  :  not  as  Goa'- 
ernment  folks  call  them,"  he  ansAvered.  "  But 
they  Avill  not  harm  people  Avhen  there's  no  cause 
first  given.  I  know  them  pretty  Avell,  and  it 
Avas  they  that  told  me  of  your  coming  in  here." 

"Then,"  said  I,  "they  were  not  bent  on 
mischief  a  Avhile  ago,  Avhen  Ave  saAv  them  run- 
ning about  so,  and  some  taking  to  their  ca- 
noes?" 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it !"  said  he.  "  They  saAv  you 
making  for  this  place  Avhen  out  at  sea,  and 
Avanted  to  Avarn  you  that  the  reef  couldn't  he 
passed.  And  here  again  they  tried  to  shoAv  you 
Avhere  the  best  Avater  Avas,  but  when  they  found 
vou  didn't  understand  them  they  came  aAvay  to 
me." 

"You  see,  men,"  said  I,  noAV  addressing  the 
creAv,  "these  poor  natiA-es  turn  out  much  better 
than  you  expected.  It's  lucky  after  all  that  Ave 
came  here." 

"  Ay,  Sir,"  said  Neil ;  "  it's  Avell  enough  just 
at  present.  But  Ave  can't  tell  hoAv  they  may  be 
by-and-by.  I've  known  them  afore,  and  they're 
treacherous  enough  Avhen  they  please." 

"Well,  perhaps  they  may  be  sometimes," 
the  stranger  remarked.  "But  it's  most  Avhcn 
some  of  the  Avhites  behaA^e  bad  to  them,  as  Avas 
done  doAvn  there  that  time  on  the  Darling." 

In  a  few  moments  I  had  arranged  Avith  Will- 
iam C for  himself  with  his  boat,  and  Avhat 

assistance  could  be  obtained  from  the  natives, 
to  aid  in  getting  the  little  vessel  clear  and  tak- 
ing her  to  where  he  and  his  brother  liA'ed  with 
their  Avives,  and  one  more  Avhite  man,  some  fif- 
teen miles  up  the  river.  Strangely  enough  I 
soon  found  that,  though  calling  himself  only  a 
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"cedar-cutter,"  he  and  his  brother  were  shijt- 
wrights^  located  on  the  Clarence  by  themselves 
among  hundreds  of  the  natives.  He  was  build- 
ing a  schooner  to  order  for  some  one  at  Sydney  ; 
and,  on  the  present  occasion,  had  come  to  the 
"  Heads" — as  this  entrance  bay  was  called — for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  suitable  timber,  good 
pine  for  masting,  in  addition  to  cedar,  being 
plentiful. 

In  course  of  conversation  he  stated  that  the 
blacks  were  all  friendly  just  now,  and  never  did 
harm  unless  driven  to  it.  "You  see,"  said  he, 
pointing  to  a  canoe — one  of  several  now  ap- 
proaching— "you  see  that  man  there  with  a  red 
shirt  on  him  and  a  brass  plate  hanging  on  his 
breast?  Well,  some  months  ago  there  was  a 
vessel  wrecked  oft"  this  bar  and  all  hands  per- 
ished. One  of  the  bodies  was  washed  on  shore 
by  the  sand-spit.  Peter,  as  we  call  him,  discov- 
ered that  body,  and  instead  of  treating  it  badly, 
he  dug  a  hole  and  decently  buried  it.  When 
the  Government  people  heard  of  this  they  gave 
him  that  brass  plate  with  an  inscription  upon  it 
to  hang  round  his  neck,  and  the  red  shirt  to 
wear.  He  is  very  proud  of  his  shirt  and  decora- 
tion whenever  strangers  come  here,  and  his  tribe 
do  every  thing  they  can  for  white  men,  provided 
they  are  kindly  treated.  There  are  a  few  ugly 
ones  among  them,  it  is  true ;  but  me  and  my 
brother,  with  our  wives,  have  lived  here  some 
few  years  and  never  had  harm  yet." 

"  Are  these  blacks,"  said  I,  "  all  of  one  tribe 
on  the  river?" 

"Oh  no,"  he  replied.  "The  ones  about 
here  belong  to  the  IglooUk  tribe ;  and  those 
where  I  live  are  what  we  call  the  Rocky  Mouth 
natives ;  a  little  further  on  there  is  another  lot 
under  their  chief,  "King  Billy,"  an  old  man 
with  an  aged  wife  and  numerous  family.  Those 
lower  down  on  the  Narraganset  and  Billingen 
rivers,  as  also  the  tribes  on  the  Richm.ond  river 
farther  north,  are  distinct  and  separate  from  all 
the  rest,  never  infringing  upon  each  other's  ter- 
ritorial rights  unless  by  permission,  or  when 
they  fight,  which  they  often  do.  Indeed,  at 
the  present  time  there  is  going  to  be  a  battle 
among  them,  and  perhaps  you  may  have  a 
chance  to  see  it." 

"It  will  not  be  the  first  I  have  witnessed," 
was  my  reply.  "  Some  years  ago  I  was  a  great 
deal  among  the  blacks  about  Gipps's  Land,  and, 
though  they  treated  me  well,  yet  I  found  them 
to  be  ferocious  and  devilish  enough  to  strangers 
in  general." 

"Yes,  that  I  know,"  said  Mr.  C ,  "and 

these  have  been  the  same  some  time  back.  In- 
deed, all  along  the  coast  they  are  so  now  when 
enraged.  You  have  heard  of  Mrs.  Frazer's  case 
when  her  husband,  captain  of  a  ship,  and  her- 
self with  all  the  crew  were  wrecked  north  of  this 
place  several  years  ago?" 

"I  know  something  of  it,"  was  my  reply. 
"  I  happened  to  be  in  Sydney  at  the  time  when 
she  was  rescued  and  brought  there.  It  was  a 
terrible  affair!" 

"  It  was,"  he  continued ;   "  and  perhaps  worse 


than  can  ever  be  made  public.  You  know  that 
when  they  left  the  wreck  in  two  boats  it  was 
several  days  before  they  landed,  having  meant 
to  go  along  the  coast  to  Sydney.  During  that 
time  the  poor  woman  gave  birth  to  a  child  which 
soon  afterward  died.  Her  sufferings  were  great, 
for  the  boat  was  nearly  half  full  of  water,  and 
their  food  exhausted.  This  made  Captain  Fra- 
zer  run  the  chance  of  going  on  shore.  But, 
upon  landing,  they  were  seized  by  the  blacks 
and  stripped  entirely  naked.  One  after  the 
other  the  men — except  two  that  escaped — were 
killed  and  eaten.  Mrs.  Frazer  and  her  hus- 
band were  kept  for  a  while  and  made  do  all  the 
drudgery  of  the  camp,  such  as  carrying  wood  for 
firing,  and  whatever  else  the  devils  of  women — 
for  they  are  such  whenever  it  pleases  them — de-  • 
lighted  in  making  a  torment  to  the  two  captives. 
Soon  they  were  covered  with  filth  and  sores, 
and  then  the  natives  Avould  apply  burning  wood 
to  add  to  their  agony.  At  last  the  husband 
sank  under  his  sufferings,  and  was  unable  to  do 
his  task-work.  They  beat  him,  and  when  he  at- 
tempted to  run  away  a  spear  was  sent  through 
his  body  in  presence  of  the  wretched  wife.  She 
tried,  but  had  no  power  to  save  him,  for  they 
immediately  dragged  her  away,  leaving  her  ig- 
norant of  what  was  done  with  her  husband's 
corpse.  AVeeks  was  the  poor  woman  a  captive 
in  their  hands,  until  at  length  an  escaped  con- 
vict, roaming  about  with  some  blacks,  heard  of 
her  position,  and  generously  went  to  the  nearest  • 
Government  authorities  with  the  information. 
Artifice,  however,  had  to  be  resorted  to  for  her 
release.  A  boat  with  an  officer  accompanied 
him  to  the  place.  Pie  then  stripped  himself, 
and,  disguised  as  a  black,  entered  the  camp — 
found  means  of  communicating  with  her,  and 
so  contrived  to  effect  her  escape.  On  entering 
the  boat  (which  had  to  be  done  quickly  and  at 
great  risk)  her  condition  was  most  deplorable. 
Some  garments  were  thrown  over  her  naked 
form,  and  she  was  taken  to  Moreton  Bay. 
There  she  was  properly  attended  to,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  Sydney." 

"  And  do  any  of  the  blacks  about  here  belong 
to  the  tribe  that  was  guilty  of  that  horrible  bar- 
barity?" I  asked. 

"No,"  was  the  reply.  "But  I  obtained  all 
the  particulars  through  some  of  them  who  had 
been  taken  prisoners  during  a  fight  with  that 
tribe.  The  convict  who  effected  her  escape, 
was,  as  you  perhaj^s  know,  pardoned  and  re- 
warded. As  for  the  blacks  they  were  hunted 
down  as  far  as  could  be  done,  and  this  made 
them  worse.  So  it  went  on,  and,  to  the  present 
day,  similar  outrages  still  occur.  I  could  name 
two  or  three  that  have  happened  at  stations  be- 
tween here  and  Grafton,  and  in  the  districts 
each  side  of  the  river  ;  but  they  were  all  perpe- 
trated by  strangers  and  not  by  the  natives  I  have 
most  knoAvn.  When  any  thing  of  the  kind  does 
occur  Government  generally  sends  the  "  Black 
Police"  among  them  to  secure  or  punish  the  of- 
fenders, and  they  do  it  so  well  that  very  seldom 
is  there  one  of  the  guilty  tribe  that  escapes." 
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"Yes,  strangely  enough,"  I  remarked,  "  these 
native  police  are  more  deadly  toward  their  own 
people  than  the  white  men  are.  I  have  heard 
that  when  sent  against  a  party  of  blacks  guilty 
of  such  crimes  they  strip  off  the  civilized  dress 
allowed  them  by  Government,  and  with  a  sword 
or  dirk  go  naked  into  the  work  of  death.  Have 
you  known  any  instances  of  this?" 

"Yes,  it  is  the  case,"  he  replied.  "  And  they 
never  cease  until  their  work  of  slaughter  is  end- 
ed. They  are  a  bad  lot,  and  much  worse  than 
either  black  or  white  in  the  lowest  scale.  But 
if  you  tliink  well  to  go  up  the  river  and  have 
the  cutter  repaired  at  my  place,  you  will  have 
good  opportunity  for  getting  better  acquainted 
with  some  of  these  people.  Occasionally  we 
have  near  three  hundred  around  us,  and  always 
a  score  or  two  of  them  may  be  found." 

More  conversation  passed  between  us  ;  but  as 
I  soon  afterward  personally  learned  for  myself 
all  he  told  me,  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it  here. 

Mr.  C remained  on  board,  and  ultimate- 
ly we  succeeded  in  getting  the  cutter  over  the 
shoals  and  proceeding  up  the  river  under  the 
skillful  pilotage  of  the  native  black,  "Billy." 
When  we  neared  the  known  place  of  a  hidden 
rock  he  would  cry  out  '^  GiOba,  (jibba ;"  and 
sometimes  he  took  us  so  close  to  the  banks  on 
either  side  that  the  yard-arm  of  our  square-sail 
struck  in  among  some  branches  of  trees.  But 
no  further  mishap  occurred,  and  after  about 
fourteen  miles  tortuous  but  pleasant  sailing  Ave 
arrived  at  our  destination.  Dropj)ing  the  an- 
chor, and  fastening  hawsers  to  some  trees,  we 
moored  alongside  the  bank  where  it  shelved 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  opposite  two  neat- 
looking   cottages    belonging    to    Mr.  William 

C and  his  brother.     It  was  now  just  upon 

dark ;  but  I  could  see  a  number  of  the  natives 
quietly  seated  upon  the  shore  Avatching  our  ar- 
rival ;  and  among  them  were  two  white  women, 
one  the  wife  of  Mr.  William,  and  the  other  of 
his  brother.  Neither  of  them  had  any  children 
of  their  own  ;  but  the  younger  dark-skins  were 
all  of  them  like  adopted  ones. 

Directly  the  vessel  was  secured  and  directions 
given  for  a  careful  watch  myself  and  wife  went 

on  shore  with  M.  C to  his  house.      It  had 

been  built  by  himself,  and  was  a  neat,  and  even 
a  pretty  abode,  consisting  of  parlor,  bedroom, 
kitchen,  and  spare  loft  above,  with  a  garden  un- 
der good  cultivation  around. 

Mrs.  William  C received  us  with  more 

than  ordinary  gratification.  She  was  a  woman 
of  education  and  refinement ,  and  as  she  rarely 
saw  any  one  but  themselves,  it  was,  as  she  said, 
an  unusual  pleasure  to  have  visitors  so  lately 
from  t!he  civilized  world,  and  especially  not  a 
yesLY  since  from  her  native  home  of  England. 
To  us  it  was  strange  to  see  her  thus — her  broth- 
er-in-law and  his  wife  her  only  companions  in 
this  isolated  place  and  amidst  so  many  wild 
blacks.  But  she  had  got  so  accustomed  to  it 
that  no  fear  was  entertained,  and  her  days 
])assed  on — monotonous,  it  is  true,  but  without 
care  or  more  than   ordinary  trouble.      Alas ! 


l)oor  lady,  a  change  was  soon  about  to  take 
l)lace  ;  and  the  friendly  footing  maintained  with 
the  natives  eventually  was  broken. 

In  passing  to  the  cottage  I  had  noticed  a 
schooner  of  about  75  tons  building,   and  Mr. 

C told  me  it  was  entirely  of  cedar.     He 

and  his  brother,  with  one  white  man  assistant, 
and  several  of  the  natives,  had  been  the  shij)- 
wrights.  As  we  looked  at  it  he  naturally  ex- 
pressed some  pride  at  his  labors,  this  being  the 
third  and,  as  he  said,  the  best  he  had  made. 
Little  did  he  then  imagine  that  it  was  to  be  his 
tomb  ;  and  that  the  native  blacks  who  were  aid- 
ing him  would  afterward  drive  his  widowed 
wife  and  his  brother,  with  his  partner,  away 
from  the  place  with  danger  to  their  lives  !  Yet 
so  it  was,  as  the  sequel  will  show. 

After  an  hour  spent  in  the  cottage,  and  a'*' 
visit  to  the  brother's,  we  returned  on  board. 

Daylight  next  morning  presented  to  my  view 
a  wild  yet  picturesque  scene.  On  the  bank  of 
the  river  before  me  were  a  score  or  two  of  the 
natives  squatted  on  the  ground  and  intently 
watching  us :  a  little  behind,  on  the  right,  in 
a  clear  space  amidst  the  trees,  was  the  new- 
ly-built schooner,  not  quite  completed,  and 
the  white  men  with  some  blacks  busy  at  work 
upon    her.      Near   the    schooner    on   one   side 

was  Mr.  William  C 's  cottage,  the  mistress 

attending  to  her  poultry  and  household  duties, 
while  on  the  left  of  the  scene  was  a  similar 
cottage  belonging  to  the  brother.  In  the  back- 
ground I  could  see  one  or  two  bark  -  huts  in 
front  of  a  perfect  forest  of  trees  and  shrubs  ; 
and  thousands  of  birds  in  beautiful  plumage, 
with  hundreds  of  white  cockatoos  flying  about 
among  them.  On  either  hand  of  us^  the  river 
wound  its  way  through  a  dense  grove  of  verdure, 
broken  by  an  island  at  our  right,  and  Hanked  by 
hills  covered  with  cedars,  the  eucalyptus,  and 
brushwood.  « 

For  a  moment  I  contemplated  the  scene,  and 
then  with  a  will  we  set  to  work.  A  stage  to  the 
shore  was  soon  made,  and  as  it  was  necessary 
to  discharge  the  vessel  of  every  thing  on  board, 
preparatory  to  heaving  her  down  for  repairs,  we 
Ijegan  the  task.  Here,  at  first,  I  thought  there 
would  be  some  difficulty.  I  was  afraid  the 
temptation  to  steal  might  be  too  great  for  the 
natives,  seeing  that  there  was  a  large  quantity 
of  valuable  things  to  be  landed,  and  especially 
scrap  iron,  which  ballasted  the  vessel.  But  I 
^m  bound  to  record  the  fact,  that,  though  instru- 
«ientS',  books,  aj)parel,  and  much  that  the  black 
man  would  naturally  covet,  were  taken  on  shore, 
and  remained  there  for  weeks,  not  one  article 
did  I  miss.  True,  every  precaution  was  taken 
to  guard  them  ;  but  when  I  now  reflect  ujjon 
the  numbers  of  wild  men  that  occasionally  vis- 
ited and  surrounded  us  I  can  not  helj)  feeling 
surprised,  and  thus  bear  cheerful  testimony  to 
the  honesty  of  these  uncivilized  Australians. 

Independent  of  there  not  being  much  accom- 
modation in  the  cottages,  I  preferred  living  for 
the  time  among  my  effects.  Accordingly  boxes 
and  cases  were  packed  with  the  most  valuable 
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things,  and  these  so  arranped  that  my  bed  anfl 
bedding  lay  over  them.  Other  things  were  tlien 
placed  in  due  order,  and  over  all  came  the  sails 
supported  by  the  small  yards  and  spars,  so  as  to 
form  a  good  sized  and  comfortable  tent.  Out- 
side were  the  heavier  stores  and  such  material 
as  could  not  be  injured  by  rain,  and  in  front  wA'f' 
the  cooking-stove.  Inside,  and  close  to  my  bed, 
were  some  fire-arms,  my  rifle  and  revolver,  well 
loaded;  my  wife  also  having  a  beautiful  steel 
dirk  always  secretly  carried  about  her  to  use  if 
danger  menaced,  and  other  precautions  were 
adopted  as  were  deemed  necessary.     The  mate 


and  crew  were  quartered  in  the  bark  huts,  and 
a  ready  means  of  communication  established  be- 
tween us  all,  in  case,  as  Mr.  C said,  any  of 

the  tribes  of  blacks,  friendly  or  strangers,  should 
be  tempted  to  attack  us.  A  beautiful  eanary- 
bird  that  my  wife  had  brought  four  years  before 
from  New  York,  and  that  afterward  accompa- 
nied us  on  a  cruise  among  the  natives  of  Fuegia, 
was  fixed  in  or  outside  our  tent  as  weather  per- 
mitted, and  by  its  sweet  singing  iuA-ariably 
charmed  the  blacks  surrounding  us.  The  men- 
tion of  this  may  seem  unnecessary,  but  most 
travelers  in  wild  places  well  know  that  it  is  by 
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these  little  actsofman- 

agement   in  times  of 

possible  peril  that  se- 
curity is  effected ;  and 

a  singing  bird  among 

the  Australians  is  rare, 

none  of  their  own  birds 

being  songsters. 

As  soon  as  my  tent 

was  fixed  and  well  se- 
cured so  that  no  one 

could  enter  except  at 

the    canvas    door,    a 

space     in    front    was 

marked     out    and    a 

rope  passed  round  to 

indicate,,  as  was  done 

by  a  pretended  cere- 
mony,   that    none   of 

the  blacks  were  to 
come  within  it.  This 
they  understood,  and  the  whole  time  faithfully 

adhered  to.  Never  once  did  they  attempt  to  in- 
fringe, and  it  was  considered  by  them  as  a 
privilege  when  any  were  permitted  inside  the 
inclosure.  The  children  were  often  allowed  to 
do  so,  and  the  parents  evidently  appreciated  the 
kindness  we  invariably  showed  them.  Now  and 
then  I  allowed  to  approach  the  tent  a  few  sick 
adults  or  those  of  both  sexes  who  did  work  for 
us  ;  the  females  as  washer-women,  and  good  ones 
too  they  were,  the  men  as  laborers  on  the  ves- 
sel, but  it  was  rare,  for  if  one  came  others  would 
fancy  themselves  entitled  also. 

The  work  done  by  the  males  really  deserved 
praise.  In  discharging  the  vessel  a  gang  of 
them  cheerfully  aided  in  the  task,  taking  every 
care  not  to  lose  or  injure  an  article.  Once  some- 
thing was  accidentally  dropped  in  the  river,  and 
instantly  two  of  them  dived  and  recovered  it. 
Indeed,  it  was  most  gratifying  as  well  as  inter- 
esting to  behold  them  thus  employed.  Yet 
tame,  quiet,  peaceable,  and  friendly  as  they 
then  were,  I  have,  at  other  times,  seen  the  same 
people,  men  and  women,  in  one  moment  roused 
to  the  aspect  and  the  acts  of  demons !  An  in- 
stance or  two  I  will  presently  mention. 

My  tent  fixed,  and  all  the  materifil  on  shore, 
the  vessel  was  hove  down  and  the  repairs  com- 
menced. While  these  were  being  done  I  took 
the  opportunity  to  mix  freely  with  the  natives 
and  enjoy  myself  as  well  as  I  could  for  the  time. 
I  soon  found  that  kindness,  tact,  and  manage- 
ment, combined  with  firmness,  did  all  that  w^as 
necessary.  I  could  leave  my  tent  with  perfect 
confidence  during  the  day,  and  often  have  I  gone 
shooting  for  a  few  miles  in  the  bush,  with  half  a 
dozen  or  more  blacks  for  my  only  companions. 
On  one  of  the  first  occasions  I  was  out  early 
in  the  morning,  and  for  the  following  purpose 
iiad  taken  my  revolver  and  rifle  in  addition  to  a 
double-barreled  fowling-piece  ;  a  native  that  we 
called  "Sam"  carrying  the  latter  unloaded. 
When  at  about  a  mile  in  the  woods,  I  charged 
the  piece,  and  making  sure  of  my  aim,  bronglit 
down  a  couple  of  birds.     Sam  and  his  comrades 


OUR  TENT. 

were  very  anxious  to  try  and  do  the  same,  and  I 
thought  it  well  to  let  them  make  the  attempt. 
But  first  of  all  I  bared  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and 
then  at  a  fair  distance  sent  in  a  rifle  ball  so  that 
they  well  perceived  the  effect.  I  next  took  out 
the  revolver  (at  that  time  revolvers  were  little 
known  even  by  white  settlers  on  that  coast),  and 
successively  discharged  four  of  the  barrels,  di- 
recting the  blacks  to  mark  the  result.  It  great- 
ly astonished  them,  especially  when,  still  hold- 
ing the  weapon  in  my  hand,  a  fifth  barrel  was 
discharged;  and  they  evidently  seemed  to  think 
I  there  could  be  no  end  to  its  deadly  power.  But 
still  more  Avere  they  surprised  and  alarmed  when 
I  loosely  charged  the  rifle  again  and,  giving  it 
to  Sam,  intimated  that  he  was  to  fire.  Seeing 
what  I  had  done,  he  raised  the  gun  to  his  shoul- 
der and  pulled  the  trigger.  It  was  enough.  The 
concussion  he  instantly  received  so  frightened 
him  that  he  dropped  the  gun  and  fell  upon  his 
back  on  the  ground  as  if  in  convulsions.  I 
oflfered  the  rifle  to  another  one,  but  neither  Sam 
nor  any  of  the  rest  would  again  handle  it,  and 
ever  afterward  the  whole  of  them  were  in  whole- 
some dread  of  the  white  man's  guns.    It  is  true 

that  Mr.  C had  before  used  such  in  their 

presence,  but,  as  he  said,  he  had  never  given 
the  blacks  such  a  ])ractical  trial  as  that.  My 
object  in  this  was  to  maintain  the  white  man's 
prestige.  However  much  we  of  civilization  may 
despise  the  savages  of  wild  lands,  it  is  a  fact  that 
rarely  do  they  not  deem  themselves  equal  to,  if 
not  superior  to  us,  and  verily  in  much  with 
some  show  of  reason.  Few  pale-faces  can  hunt, 
fish,  track  the  animals  of  tlie  bush,  scent  their 
game,  or  see  the  bird  on  a  tree,  so  Avell  as  they. 
Then,  too,  the  lazy,  unfettered  life  of  an  Aus- 
tralian savage  makes  him  positively  look  with 
contempt  upon  a  civilized  man,  toiling  and  oftei! 
slaving  as  we  do,  braced  in  garments  that  seem 
to  the  wild  man  much  like  what  we  should  con- 
sider plated  armor  to  be.  Hence,  when  a  voy- 
ager or  traveler  can,  it  is  well  for  him  to  show 
as  much  superiority  of  tact,  ingenuity,  and  phys- 
ical power  as  possible. 
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One  day  I  got  them  to  ascend  a  high  tree  in 
that  singuhir  mode  the  Australians  are  so  apt 
in.  Directly  the  men  had  come  down  there 
was  a  grunt  signifying  that  such  was  more  than 
1  or  my  men  could  do.  Whereupon  I  fastened 
a  piec^e  of  iron  to  a  string,  threw  it  over  a  low 
branch  so  that  it  should  come  down  the  other 
side,  and  then  hauled  over  a  line.  By  this  I 
ascended,  sailor-fashion,  hand  over  hand,  and 
by  the  same  process  got  up  to  a  higher  branch, 
and  thence  to  such  smaller  part  of  the  tree  that 
1  could  better  climb.  On  descending  again,  the 
head  man  among  the  blacks  came  forward,  and 
condescendingly  said,  in  a  mixture  of  two  or 
three  English  words  with  their  native  tongue, 
"  J3ud'jeree  you.  By-by  you  tumble  down,  white 
fellow,  and  come  up  black  fellow;"  meaning, 
"  Well  done  you.  By-and-by  you  will  die  as 
the  white  man,  and  then  have  the  honor  to  re- 
a])pear  as  a  black  man!" 

A  few  days  after  our  arrival  a  coasting- vessel 
came  into  the  river,  and  all  my  crew  not  liking  to 
remain  where  they  still  felt  themselves  unsafe, 
left  me,  except  the  mate  and  steward.  This  was 
awkward,  especially  as  no  others  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  to  prosecute  the  voyage  or  return 
to  Sydney  without  men  would  be  almost  im- 
possible. However,  I  made  the  best  of  it,  and 
patiently  awaited  the  cutter  being  repaired. 

One  day  I  found  that  Mrs.  C and  my  wife 

had  taken  under  their  care  a  new-comer,  a 
young  woman  belonging  to  another  tribe.  On 
inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  she  was  the  captured 
bride  of  a  rather  handsome  black  called  "  Har- 
ry," who  had  been  working  upon  the  schooner. 
This  Harry  was  a  remarkably  intelligent  man, 
and  really  a  good  carpenter.  He  had  been  sud- 
denly missed,  and  as  we  knew  there  was  a  fight 
to  take  place  with  the  Richmond  blacks,  it  was 
supposed  he  liad  gone  thither.  In  this  we  were 
mistaken.  Harry  had  wanted  a  wife,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  his  people,  went  away 
to  a  dift'erent  tribe  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
one. 

Now,  in  the  civilized  world  when  a  man  seeks 


llAUBY'S    WCOING. 


a  partner  for  life  from  the  softer  sex,  gentle  and 
persuasive  means,  with  often  a  long  courtship, 
are  adopted  to  try  and  win  the  fair  one's  hand. 
But  in  Australia  tlie  aborigines  have  quite  a 
different  mode.  They  watch  an  opportunity 
when  some  damsel  suited  to  their  taste,  and  not 
belonging  to  their  own  tribe,  is  near,  and  then 
with  the  blow  of  a  "  waddie"  (wooden  club)  very 
coolly  knock  her  down,  and  carry  her  off  as  a 
prize.  If  he  gets  her  thus  away  the  affair  is 
looked  upon  as  perfectly  correct,  and  all  that 
has  then  to  be  done  is  for  the  two  tribes — the 
husband's  and  that  of  his  abducted  bride — to 
fight  it  out.  Of  course  it  often  happens  that 
neither  of  the  tribes  have  had  a  desire  to  fight, 
for  it  takes  a  long  time  to  screw  up  their  courage 
to  a  pitched  battle,  and,  therefore,  the  ardent 
swain  and  his  selected  damsel  frequently  meet 
with  ill-grace  from  their  respective  people.  Har- 
ry's case  was  ])recisely  this.  He  went  away  to 
a  place  where  probably  he  had  seen  the  damsel 
before,  and  there  hiding  himself  in  a  thicket, 
waited  for  her  approach.  She  came,  poor,  un- 
suspecting maiden !  He  knew  she  was  not  a 
Avife,  for  the  lapet  or  apron  worn  by  females 
before  marriage  with  a  man,  and  thrown  away 
afterward,  was  to  be  seen,  therefore  he  determ- 
ined to  have  her  as  his  own.  Watching  an  op- 
portunity he  suddenly  sprang  out  of  his  lair,  and, 
dear  loving  swain,  with  a  heavy  blow  of  his 
club  upon  her  head  felled  her  to  the  ground. 
He  then  bore  her  away,  and,  as  we  must  suppose, 
by  some  other  more  tender  means,  persuaded 
her  to  be  his  wife.  Certain  it  was  that  a  day 
or  two  afterward  INIaster  Harry  reappeared  at 
our  quarters,  bringing  with  him  the  buxom 
young  stranger.  Immediately  a  fierce  hubbub 
ensued.  The  whole  of  the  female  portion  of 
Harry's  tribe  repudiated  the  poor  girl,  whether 
because  she  was  really  good-looking,  or  from 
fear  of  their  own  husbands  having  to  go  and 
fight  about  it  afterward,  I  can  not  say.  But 
"Kitty,"  as  we  white  people  soon  christened 
her,  was  instantly  refused  admission  into  the 
family  circle  of  the  dusky  dames   around  us. 

Hence  it  was  that  pro- 
tection was  given  to 
her  in  the  way  I  have 
named. 

A  few  days  later  I 
observed  a  great  com- 
motion among  the 
blacks,  and  heard  that 
two  or  three  old  men 
from  Kitty's  tribe  had 
come  to  demand  her 
restitution  to  them,  or 
else  t;p  arrange  about 
the  necessary  fight. 
Harry,  of  course, 
would  not  consent  to 
relinquish  her,  espe- 
cially as  (strange 
though  it  may  seem) 
the  girl  had  got  to 
really  love  him,   and 
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he  her.  Give  her  up,  therefore,  he  would  not, 
and  the  mules  of  his  tribe  admitted  his  right  to 
have  a  wife  in  such  manner.  Therefore  there 
was  no  alternative  but  to  fight.  The  messen- 
gers were  hospitably  entertained  by  Harry's  peo- 
])le.  They  had  a  few  presents  from  me;  and 
away  they  went  to  prepare  for  the  grand  en- 
counter, which  was  to  take  place  in  a  fortniglit's 
time  on  a  clear  space  of  ground  some  few  miles 
from  where  we  were.  The  result  of  this  encoun- 
ter I  will  presently  state. 

Meanwhile  the  affair  caused  an  immense  com- 
motion among  our  friendly  blacks.  They  can 
never  do  any  thing  important  without  great  prep- 
aration ;  and  now  the  furbishing  up  of  the  heli- 
mar  or  shield,  the  gathering  together  of  waddies, 
boomerangs,  and  spears ;  the  painting  them- 
selves over  in  the  most  hideous  forms  ;  and  the 
grand  coorobboree,  that  must  always  take  place 
on  such  occasions,  kept  the  neighborhood  in  one 
din  of  confusion  during  the  whole  time.  Friends 
and  connections  were  apparently  called  in  from 
wherever  they  might  be,  for  numerous  strange 
fa(?fes  daily  presented  themselves  before  me — 
some  of  them  far  from  being  so  mild  and  peace- 
able to  us  as  those  we  had  longest  known. 
Indeed  one  man,  who  seemed  to  have  authority 
among  the  new-comers,  was  so  ferocious  and 

evil-disposed  that  the  C s  and  myself  had 

to  be  carefully  on  our  guard.  Once  he  wanted 
to  enter  my  tent  with  some  of  his  roughest  look- 
ing followers,  and  would  have  done  so  had  I 
not  very  qiiickly  intimated  what  I  would  do  if 
he  persisted,  by  igniting  a  train  of  powder  quick- 
ly laid,  and  blowing  up  an  empty  cask  within 
the  inclosure,  at  the  same  time  firing  my  re- 
volver once  or  twice,  and  showing  there  was 
more  powder  within  the  tent.  Yet  I  did  not 
feel  we  were  quite  safe  at  that  time,  nor  did  the 

C s.     An  incident  that  occurred  then  will 

show  it. 

One  night,  after  I  had  been  in  bed  an  hour  or 
two,  I.  was  awoke  by  a  fearful  noise.  Taking 
.up  my  fire-arms  and  rushing  to  the  outside  of 
our  tent,  I  heard  the  most  unearthly- yells  that 
could  ever  be  uttered  by  mortal  beings.  For  a 
moment  I  was  all  but  paralyzed — for  the  night 
being  dark,  and  the  gloom  of  the  forest  making 
it  still  more  sombre,  I  could  not  directly  get  to 
might  be  the  danger.  I  had  nothing 
^shirt  and  trowsers  on,  and  thus  bare- 
^vith  rifle  in  hand  and  revolvers  stuck  in 
the  i^ist,  I  watched,  for  the  moment,  positively 
al«frmed.  Nothing,  however,  could  I  see  to  in- 
dicate where  danger  was.  All  around  me  was 
as  black  as  Erebus,  and  thus  while  I  stood  I 
had  that  strange  feeling  of  horror  come  upon 
me  which  wiU  occasionally  attack  a  man  no 
matter  how  nerved  he  may  generally  be.  This 
was,  for  a  second  or  two,  increased  by  sudden- 
ly hearing  a  stealthy  footstep  near  me.  I  turned 
to  the  spot  whence  the  sound  came,  and  point- 
ing the  rifle,  put  my  finger  on  the  trigger  ready 
to  fire.  One  second  more  and  I  believe  that  I 
should  have  done  so,  but  a  voice  in  English  j 
came  upon  my  ear  as  a  figure  approached.  I 


"Hush!       'Tis   I!    William   C- 


brother  and  his  wife,  with  the  mate  and  stew- 
ard, are  at  my  cottage.  I  have  come  to  call 
you  there.  The  blacks  have  a  coorobberee  to- 
night. There  are  about  three  hundred  of  them  ; 
for  many  strangers  came  here  last  evening,  and 
some  of  them  are  fierce.  Be  on  your  guard." 
And  while  thus  speaking  he  came  to  my  side. 
"This  is  foolish  of  you,"  he  continued,  as  I 
lowered  my  gun.  "What  a  good  mark  for  a 
spear  you  are  in  a  white  shirt.  You  should  be 
more  cautious  at  such  times  as  these.  Some- 
how or  other  they  are  not  all  friendly  disposed. 
It  may  end  in  a  fight  among  themselves,  and 
then  we  shall  stand  poor  chance.  Latterly  the 
blacks  have  been  grieved  about  some  of  their 
number  being  taken  to  Sydney  and  imprisoned 
for  offenses  against  one  or  two  settlers  farther 
up  the  river,  and  these  strangers  may  break 
loose  among  us." 

"What  is  best  to  be  done,  then?"  said  I. 
"Our  wives!  where  shall  we  place  them  for 
safety  ?" 

"  I  know  not,"  he  replied.  "All  the  years  I 
have  been  here  nothing  like  this  before  has 
occurred.  That  fellow  who  tried  to  get  in  your 
tent  is  at  the  head  of  any  mischief  occurring. 
He  had  a  brother  hung  at  Maitland  for  murder, 
and  he  does  not  forget  it.  Another  one  called 
"  Sydney  Bill,"  a  fine  handsome  chap,  was  sent, 
I  believe  unjustly,  to  prison  for  a  year,  and  ev- 
ery settler  within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  this  is 
aware  that  he  means  revenge.  But  the  blacks 
also  know  that  the  authorities  are  awake,  and 
that  a  body  of  native  police  are  on  the  look-out. 
Therefore  I  thmk  it  will  be  all  right  yet  for  us. 
Only  we  must  be  on  our  guard,  while  showing 
no  distrust,  or  seeming  to  know  what  they  are 
about." 

AVe  Avent  inside  the  tent.  My  wife  was 
dressed,  and,  having  been  through  not  a  few 
wild  scenes  before  with  me,  was  cool  and  col- 
lected. She  had  armed  herself,  and  now  calm- 
ly gave  me  such  portion  of  my  apparel  as  I  had 
not  put  on.  Ascertaining  what  was  the  matter, 
she  showed  no  timidity,  but  readily  accompa- 
nied us  to  the  cottage.  All  this  time  the  yells, 
the  shrieks,  the  unearthly  noises  increased.  They 
came  from  a  clump  of  trees  encircling  a  slightly 
cleared  eminence  at  the  right  of  us,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  off.  Presently,  and  directly  after 
we  had  arrived,  a  sight  met  our  view  as  we 
gazed  from  the  window  that  was  truly  startling. 
Over  a  hundred  of  the  natives,  more  resembling 
spectres  than  human  forms,  owing  to  their  naked 
bodies  being  streaked  in  a  peculiar  way  with 
white  ochre,  were  seen  in  the  dark  night  emerg- 
ing from  the  wood  taward  the  open  space  around 
the  cottage.  I  held  my  breath.  I  looked 
around  me.  I  saw  the  features  of  my  com])an- 
ions  pale  with  natural  dread.  I  beheld  my  wife 
still  calm  but  likewise  colorless ;  and  I  could 
perceive  the  other  two  women  absolutely  over- 
come. Perhaps  never  before  had  I  felt  so 
strangely  as  I  did  then.  We  had  been  saved 
from  the  ga]»ing  ocean  :  we  were  now  apparent- 
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\y  doomed  to  be  the  victims  of  these  ferocious 
cannibals.  One  mode  of  escape  alone  present- 
ed itself.  "The  boat!  The  boat!"  I  ex- 
claimed. ''Let  us  all  to  the  river,  and  take 
that  chance,  if  it  is  really  going  to  be  an  attack 
upon  us !  But  even  as  I  spoke  Ave  could  see 
the  band  of  natives  suddenly  halt  not  above  a 
stone's-throw  off.  A  more  hideous  and  un- 
couth lot  of  beings  it  was  perhaps  impossible  to 
behold.  There  were  now,  at  least,  three  hun- 
dred of  them  ;  and  by  the  glare  of  a  fire  which 
had  been  lit  we  perceived  they  were  engaged  in 
fierce  and  angry  altercation.  Fresenfly  the  sound 
of  contention  ceased.  A  low  hamduim  sort  of 
noise  then  followed.  A  large  portion  of  the 
number  sat  down ;  others,  evidently  females, 
took  another  position,  and  in  a  moment  more 
we  heard  the  singularly  low  and  plaintive  notes 
of  their  wild  songs  as  they  kept  time  to  a  sort 
of  drum,  which  I  was  informed  was  made  from 
an  opossum  rug. 

We  breatlied  again !  We  now  felt  safe  from 
instant  death  and  destruction  such  as  we  had 
feared  might  come  upon  us,  and  this  was  more 
confirmed  when  a  soft  tapping  at  the  door  was 
heard,  and,  on  guardedly  opening  it,  Kitty  with 
two  other  females  and  a  man  whom  we  used 
to  call  Charley  made  their  appearance.  A  few 
words  from  these  faithful  creatures  convinced 
us  of  our  safety.  Our  friendly  blacks,  though 
less  in  number  than  the  strangers,  were  true, 
and,  as  far  as  we  could  understand,  had  in- 
fluenced the  rest  not  to  molest  us,  even  if  such, 
as  was  probable,  hud  been  their  intention.  Wheth- 


er so  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  They  were  a 
wild  looking  lot;  and  events  transpired,  after 
I  had  left  that  part  of  the  world,  which  showed 
them,  and  indeed  many  of  our  own  blacks,  to  be 
bad  in  the  extreme  when  once  yielding  to  their 
evil  passions.  For  ourselves  on  this  occasion,  it 
is  enough  to  say  that  the  night  passed  on  with- 
out more  fear  of  danger,  and  the  morning  saw  the 
whole  neighborhood  free  of  the  natiA-es,  who  had 
all  gone  to  Harry's  fight,  as  I  sliall  call  it,  except 
a  portion  of  the  women,  the  children,  with  the 
aged  and  sick. 

Unfortunately  I  was  not  able  to  witness  this 
particular  fight  for  a  dusky  bride.  So  much  on 
deck  during  our  three  weeks  at  sea  had  made 
me  unfit  to  be  long  away  from  the  medicine 
chest.  My  hands  and  legs  were  covered  with 
sores,  and  though  I  could  walk  a  few  miles,  yet 
I  was  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  absent  for 
days.  The  best  medicine,  however,  was  that 
obtained  from  the  vegetable  productions  around 
us.  The  marshmallow  proved  very  effective ; 
and  about  a  week  after  this  time  I  was  quite 
healed. 

Meanwhile  the  battle  took  place.  It  was  de- 
scribed to  me  afterward  by  one  who  had  wit- 
nessed it.  The  contending  parties  were  arranged 
in  long  lines  facing  each  other.  The  girl,  Kitty, 
was  placed  between  them.  The  fight  com- 
menced. Spears,  boomerangs,  and  nulla-nul- 
las,  were  thrown  backward  and  forward,  more 
in  wild  confusion  than  with  any  regular  system 
of  warfare.  Now  Harry's  tribe  would  gain  the 
advantage,  and  then  Kitty  would  be  seized  by 
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them  as  their  prize  ;  presently  her  family's  tribe 
had  success,  and  again  took  her  away ;  and 
thus,  between  the  one  side  and  the  other,  she 
was  so  roughly  handled  that  it  was  almost  death 
to  her.  Eventually,  after  an  hour's  fighting, 
the  day  went  against  the  two  lovers.  Harry's 
party  was  defeated,  and  his  new  bride  was  seized 
and  taken  back  to  the  family  miains  (dwelling- 
places).  The  result  of  this  battle  was  known  to 
us  by  several  of  our  old  friends  coming  back  se- 
verely, and  two  of  them  mortally,  wounded. 
One  poor  fellow,  Charley,  was  fearfully  cut  by 
a  boomerang.  The  leaders  of  his  leg  were  sev- 
ered under  the  bend  of  the  knee,  and  a  more 
wretched  looking  object,  in  his  deplorable  state, 
I  had  scarcely  ever  beheld. 

The  natives  of  Australia  do  not  like  white 
men  doctors.  They  prefer  their  own  simple 
cures,  generally  applying  warm,  soft  black  earth 
to  their  wounds.  One  man  who  had  received  a 
spear  in  his  chest,  left  the  shelter  and  food  given 
him  by  a  settler  up  the  river  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  medical  treatment,  and  when  I  again  saw 
him  he  presented  such  a  sickly  sight,  with  the 
still  imperfectly  healed  place  upon  his  body,  that 
I  was  fain  to  turn  away.  He  had  applied  the 
native  remedy  and  was  well  in  health,  but, 
though  the  wound  was  closed,  it  was  of  a  gan- 
grenous appearance,  and  seemed  to  bode  morti- 
fication. 

In  the  case  of  Charley  other  causes  combined 
to  bring  him  near  death's  door.  He  had  long 
been  in  a  state  of  consumption — a  complaint 
very  common  among  the  Australians,  as  also 
some  other  diseases  said  to  be  brought  solely  by 


white  men — and  now  this  wound  so  i)rostrated 
him  that  he  could  not  move.     We  placed  him 
within  the  inclosure  ;  made  him  as  comfortable 
as  possible ;  and  gave  him  such  nutritious  food 
as  I  thought  would  be  of  service.     His  wife  was 
evidently  much  attached  to  the  poor   fellow, 
and  ])revailed  upon  him  to  allow  poultices  to  be 
applied.     This  was  done  and  other  attention 
given  by  my  wife,  and  never  shall  I  forget  the 
homage  and  devotion  shown  then,  and,  indeed, 
at  all  times  by  every  one  of  those  wild  savages, 
toward  her,  and  I  may  add  to  myself  for  the 
few  kindly  acts  we  ever  tried  to  render.     I  think 
of  it  even  now  with  something  of  a  Avish  that 
once  more  we  could  see  and  hear  the  unmistak- 
able tokens  of  affection  and  gratitude  every  one 
of  those  Clarence  River  natives  evinced  toward 
us.      The   numerous  specimens  we   collected, 
birds,  choice  dainties  (as  they  deemed  them)  of 
food  in  the   shape  of  grubs  (large   majigots), 
snakes,  sea- worms,  roots  of  trees,  wild  figs,  and 
cherries,  oysters  of  the  most  luscious  kind,  etc., 
were  brought  to  us  by  men,  women,  and  diil- 
dren,  without  stint,  and  at  our  slightest  wish. 
As  for  the  children,  hardly  a  step  we  took  but  a 
troop  of  them  would  follow,  with  pleased  look 
and  playful  gambols,  to  see  if  they  could  do 
aught  for  us,  and  many  a  time  have  I  iiad  two 
or  three  in  my  lap  swinging  in  a  rope  I  rigged 
for  the  purpose.     Thus  our  attentions  to  poor 
Charley  and  some  other  wounded  ones,  met  a 
far  greater  return  than  the  common  humanity 
of  the  act  sought  for.     If  before  then  we  had 
doubted  our  safety  among  the  blacks,  after  that 
time  it  was  evident  all  fear  might  be  removed. 
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Even  my  wife  could  go  alone  any  where  she 
pleased  and  have  no  dread.  The  men  Avere 
deferential  to  her ;  and  the  women  would  attend 
upon  and  gladly  obeyed  her  slightest  sign. 
Truly  I  can  not  forget  that  time,  nor  the  dark- 
featured,  grateful,  and  affectionate  creatures,  sav- 
ages though  they  were,  among  whom  we  lived 
for  weeks. 

After  the  return  of  our  defeated  friends,  I 
supposed  that  there  was  an  end  of  poor  Kitty's 
atfair;  but  not  so.  One  morning  to  my  sur- 
prise I  found  her  again  located  at  Mrs.  C 's, 

having,  with  a  love  like  that  which  often  burns 
in  our  own  fair  ones'  breasts  at  home,  made  her 
escape  and  traveled  on  foot  several  miles  to  re- 
unite herself  to  Harry.  Poor  thing !  she  had 
been  obliged  to  hide  for  the  first  day,  and  actu- 
ally went  without  food  rather  than  abandon  the 
determination  of  rejoining  her  husband.  Un- 
fortunately he  was  away  on  some  hunting  or  fish- 
ing expedition  when  she  arrived,  and  the  ma- 
trons of  his  tribe  still  refused  to  acknowledge 
her.  It  therefore  devolved  upon  the  wliite  wo- 
men to  do  what  they  could  for  her  protection. 

The  return  of  Kitty  again  caused  a  fierce 
commotion,  this  time  solely  among  the  females 
of  the  tribe.  I  had  noAV  got  my  voesel  repaired 
and  every  thing  stowed  on  board  again,  when, 
one  evening  as  I  leaned  over  the  bulwarks  medi- 
tating how  I  should  get  to  sea  without  a  crew, 
my  attention  was  attracted  to  where  the  natives 
surrounded  a  large  fire  on  shore  in  a  hollow  be- 
tween two  hillocks  near  the  forest  at  the  back. 
The  noise  made  there  seeming  more  than  usual 


I  landed  to  examine.  The  scene  I  beheld  was 
indeed  strange.  There,  closely  seated  round  the 
fire,  were  about  a  score  of  women  talking  and 
wrangling  loudly ;  behind  them  were  the  men 
lounging  about  in  various  attitudes  and  seem- 
ingly indificirent  to  the  quarrel  of  their  wives. 
Presently  the  women  on  a  sudden  rose,  and, 
with  flashing  eyes,  disheveled  hair,  and  long 
arms,  attacked  each  other  like  demons.  Some 
of  them,  as  I  found  afterward,  were  for  Kitty 
remaining;  others  were  against  it ;  and  the  con- 
tention at  last  became  so  great  that  a  perfect 
fight  between  them  speedily  ensued.  It  was 
absolutely  terrific.  There  were  those  women, 
without  a  rag  of  covering,  standing  over  and 
about  the  fire,  with  the  glare  of  fiends  in  their 
eyes,  struggling  with  and  tearing  each  other's 
hair  out  by  handfuls,  while  the  men  all  tlie  time 
calmly  looked  on.  Talk  of  the  passion  and 
anger  of  men,  why  it  would  be  as  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  diabolical  fury  that  seemed  to  ani- 
mate these  women. 

I  determined  to  try  and  end  it,  as  a  thought 
struck  me  of  the  way  perhaps  to  do  so.  I  knew 
the  Australians  were  very  superstitious,  and 
much  frightened  at  any  thing  that  had  an  ap- 
pearance of  the  supernatural.  I  therefore  re- 
turned to  the  vessel,  got  out  two  sky-rockets, 
and  a  blue-light,  fixing  the  latter  on  a  stick 
suited  to  the  purpose.  Then  re-approaching  the 
party  of  mad  women,  I  secretly  got  behind  them, 
and  standing  upon  the  nearest  mound,  suddenly 
dipped  the  blue-light  in  their  fire,  and  immedi- 
ately waved  it  over  their  heads.     The  effect  was 
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almost  electrical !  In  the  dark  night,  and  com- 
ing thus  unperceived,  the  ghastly  glare  that  was 
thrown  around  by  the  blue-light  so  startled  them 
as  to  cause  an  immediate  cessation  of  their  fight. 
In  an  instant  they  were  silent,  and  looking  with 
awe  upon  what  was  to  them  a  strange  phenome- 
non. Their  wonder  and  fear  was  still  more  in- 
creased when  I  quickly  sent  up  one  rocket  after 
the  other ;  and,  though  they  all  recognized  me, 
men  and  women  alike  I'ecoiled  backward  and 
gazed  with  astonishment  and  alarm  on  their 
countenance.  I  then  went  up  to  them,  and,  in 
the  best  way  I  could,  reconciled  the  parties  by 
intimating  that  such  conduct  among  themselves 
was  bad.  The  result  may  be  told  in  a  few 
words.  Peace  was  established :  and  I  presume 
it  was  then  decided  what  should  be  done  with 
Kitty ;  for  in  a  day  or  two  afterward  the  poor 
damsel  was  taken  away  by  the  black  women 
most  in  her  favor,  and  located  with  another 
friendly  tribe  until  Harry's  return,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  occur  till  after  my  departure. 
Thus  ended  this  little  episode  of  Australian 
married  life. 

A  day  or  two  previous  to  my  sailing,  and  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  I  was  aroused  from  my 
bed  by  the  smell  of  something  burning,  and  a 
great  outcry  on  shore.  Proceeding  on  deck  I 
beheld  one  of  those  magnificent  sights  often 
witnessed  in  Australia.  The  forest  was  on  fire. 
And  there,  before  me,  gigantic  flames  were  en- 
circling every  tree  and  bush  in  the  vicinity. 
Fortunately  the  wind  was  blowing  inland,  and 
away  from  the  cottages,  else  both  the  buildings 
and  the  schooner  would  have  been  consumed. 
How  the  fire  originated  I  never  learned  ;  but  to 
see  it,  as  I  then  did  from  the  deck,  was  some- 
thing worth  beholding.  It  was  awfully  grand. 
And  the  whole  picture  was  almost  indescribable 
except  by  the  pencil  of  an  artist.  But  it  did 
not  last  long.  Before  it  had  obtained  much 
hold  a  heavy  rain  aided  to  extinguish  it,  and 
the  next  day  charred  remains  alone  marked  the 
ire  it  had  been, 
afterward  I  bade   adieu  to  our   sable 

Friends  and  the  family  of  the  C s,      I  had 

arranged  with  the  mate  and  steward  for  us  to 
try  and  get  back  to  Sydney,  as  no  more  men 
could  be  procured.  Accordingly  we  went  down 
the  river,  again  piloted  by  Billy,  and,  after  wait- 
ing in  the  bay  for  a  favorable  opportunity,  passed 
the  bar  with  no  small  difficulty  and  stood  out  to 
sea. 

How  we  managed  to  sail  that  little  vessel, 
with  only  Mate  Richardson  and  myself  capable 
of  working  and  steering  her,  seems  now  almost 
beyond  calculation.  But  it  was  done.  AVe 
took  alternate  watch  on  deck,  both  of  us,  aided 
by  the  steward  always  coming  up  when  neces- 
sity required.  When  the  weatiier  permitted  my 
wife  would  take  the  helm  and  steer  for  a  short 
time  to  relieve  either  of  us,  the  steward  being 
utcrly  ignorant  how  to  do  so.  Wlien,  as  was 
once  the  case,  a  gale  came  on,  Ave  hove  the  ves- 
sel to  and  made  all  snug.  Thus,  after  eight 
days  anxiety  and  fatigue,  we  safely  arrived  at 


Sydney,  and  so  ended  my  Australian  trip  for 
that  occasion. 

Some  months  afterward,  when  in  another 
part  of  the  world,  I  met  the  captain  of  a  ship 
who  had  visited  the  Clarence  River  after  my  de- 
parture, and  from  him  I  learned  the  melancholy 
fate  of  William  C . 

It  appeared  that  when  the  schooner  was  com- 
pleted  C went  in   her   to  Sydney  for  the 

purpose  of  receiving  payment.  Unfortunately 
he  persuaded  one  of  the  native  blacks,  a  fine 
young  man  we  had  called  Michaelow,  to  accom- 
pany him.  They  arrived  in  safety  at  Sydney, 
and  were  coming  back  in  the  same  vessel,  with 
her  new  captain  and  crew,  when  she  was  lost 
sight  of  by  another  ship  in  company  during  a 
gale  of  wind,  and  was  never  again  heard  of.  It 
was  supposed   that  she   had  capsized,  and  all 

hands  perished ;    thus  making  it  so  that  C 

had  literally  built  his  own  coflfin. 

Time  passed  on,  and  the  natives  about  the 
cottages  began  to  make  troublesome  inquiries 
as  to  what  had  become  of  Michaelow.     Mrs. 

C herself  was  alarmed,  and  soon  displayed 

her  grief;  nor  could  the  brother  and  his  wife 
hide  their  feelings.  Consequently  the  blacks 
speedily  came  to  a  conclusion  that  something 
was  wrong,  and  again  and  again  demanded  their 
missing  comrade.  Of  course  no  satisfactory  re- 
ply could  be  given,  and  the  result  was  matters 
became   so   serious   and   threatening   that   the 

C s  had  to  hastily  vacate  their  residence,  and 

seek  safety  at  the  settlement  of  Grafton.  The 
blacks  became  enraged,  and,  as  I  was  informed, 
determined,  according  to  their  custom,  to  avenge 
the  death  of  their  coinpanion  by  the  murder  of 
some  white  man.  What  followed  I  know  not; 
but  the  lesson  taught  by  this  brief  history  is  not 
without  a  useful  warning  to  all  who  would  take 
the  wild  natives  of  any  land  from  their  own 
home.  Fortunately  for  me  I  had  always  adopt- 
ed a  different  policy,  and  thus  the  various  ad- 
ventures I  have  met  Avith  in  strange  parts  of  the 
world  have  never  resulted  in  loss  of  life,  or  even 
of  harm  to  myself  and  those  Avith  me. 

"HIGH  PRIVATE." 

CAN  I  be  stem  and  another  be  wheat? 
Can  I  be  shell,  and  another  be  meat? 
Anotiicr  be  Lead,  Avhile  I  am  the  feet  ? 
If  God  will— God  wot. 

Dross  may  be  up,  and  gold  may  be  down; 
The  hero  may  prosper,  or,  haply,  the  cloAvn  : 
The  Avisc  forge  ahead,  or  the  dunce  take  the  town 
There's  no  telling  what. 

One  man  will  rise,  while  man}'  must  fall ; 
One  speeds  the  birth,  while  ten  bear  the  pall : 
Fame  speaks  for  one,  but  death  takes  them  all ; 
The  worm  careth  not. 

Let  me  be  stem,  then — another  be  ear; 
Another  tend  birth,  while  I  bear  the  bier, 
Or  do  the  more  Avork,  and  get  the  less  gear; 
111  stand  to  my  lot. 
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AT  HOME  WITH  TPIE  ESQUIMAUX. 


IN  this  Magazine  for  May  was  given  a  general 
resume  of  the  remarkable  expedition  to  the 
Arctic  regions  accomplished  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Hall. 
We  recur  to  the  subject  again  mainly  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  some  pictures,  with  pen 
and  pencil,  of  Life  among  the  Esquimaux,  which 
no  previous  traveler  has  described  so  closely, 
and  with  as  many  facilities  for  observation.  It 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  Mr.  Hall,  while  in 
his  Western  home,  became  convinced  that  there 
was  reason  to  hope  that  some  members  of  Sir 
John  Franklin's  expedition  might  be  still  living; 
or  that,  at  all  events,  authentic  infoi'mation  as  to 
their  fate  could  be  gathered  among  the  natives 
of  the  region  where  they  disappeared  from  all 
human  eyes  except  those  of  the  Esquimaux. 
Although  the  expedition  was  fruitless  as  far  as 
the  main  object  was  concerned,  it  has  produced 
rich  results  in  other  respects.  Foremost  among 
these  is  the  absolute  proof  which  it  furnishes 
that  white  men  can  live  year  after  year  in  the 
Arctic  regions.  Mr.  Hall  passed  two  successive 
winters  there,  and  instead  of  returning,  as  did 
the  lamented  Kane,  only  to  die,  he  brought 
back  with  him  the  same  robust  frame  with  which 
he  set  out.  This  exemption  from  the  fearful 
agonies  endured  by  Kane  and  his  i)arty  was 
owing  to  the  fact,  that,  instead  of  attempting  to 
carry  the  habits  of  the  temperate  zone  into  Arc-, 
tic  latitudes,  he  had  the  good  sense  to  conform  to 
the  modes  of  life  adopted  by  the  natives.  Still 
there  is  enough  of  peril  and  ])rivation  recorded  in 
his  narrative  to  give  it  a  jtlace  among  the  most 
interesting  books  of  our  day,  so  rich  in  records 


of  adventure.  Much  of  the  peril,  and  aimost 
all  of  the  privation,  might  have  been  avoided 
had  he  gone  out  with  any  thing  like  an  adequate 
outfit.  As  we  write  these  pages  Mr.  Hall  has 
set  out  upon  a  second  expedition,  more  amply 
provided,  and  with  undiminished  faith  in  the 
convictions  which  first  led  him  from  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  to  the  shores  of  Frobisher's  Bay. 
By  the  time  these  pages  meet  the  reader's  eye, 
we  trust  that  he  will  have  reached  the  region 
which  he  proposes  to  explore.  We  know  that 
the  God-speeds  of  thousands  will  go  with  him. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  Mr.  Hall  in  his 
former  ex])edition  sailed  from  New  London, 
Connecticut,  on  the  29th  of  May,  18G0,  on  board 
the  whaling  bark  George  Henry ;  that  the  bark 
was  accomjianied,  as  tender,  by  a  schooner  now 
called  the  Amaret,  but  which  had  once  borne 
the  name  of  the  Rescue.  She  had  been  of  the 
''United  States  Grinnell  Expedition,"  in  search 
of  Franklin.  Returning  from  that  voyage  she 
had  been  employed  as  a  whaler,  and  made  seven 
perilous  voyages,  this  being  her  last,  for  she  was 
driven  ashore,  a  total  wreck,  in  a  fearful  storm, 
on  the  27th  of  Se])tember,  1860.  Her  carcass 
lay  on  the  rocks  for  almost  a  year;  at  last  it 
was  swept  off  from  its  rocky  bed,  and. for  days 
after  was  seen  drifting  ghost-like  among  the  ice- 
floes, borne  hither  and  thither  by  the  changing 
tides  and  currents.  The  sailors  on  the  George 
Henry  had  a  superstitious  dread  of  her ;  they 
fancied  that  she  brought  bad  luck  to  every  body 
who  had  any  thing  to  do  with  her.  The  last 
ever  seen  of  her  bv  mortal  eves  was  when  Sir. 
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Hall  found  her  ftist  aground,  with  a  part  of  her 
bows  above  water.  By  dint  of  much  labor  he 
succeeded  in  fisliing  up  from  her  hold  a  couple 
of  baskets  of  coal,  which  proved  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition. 

Mr.  Hall  sailed  from  New  London  on  the 
29th  of  May,  1860.  He  returned  to  the  same 
port  on  the  13th  of  September,  1862;  this  ex- 
pedition thus  occupied  in  all  nearly  two  and  a 
half  years,  of  which  fully  two  years  were  spent  in 
^the  Arctic  regions.  The  crews  of  the  two  ves- 
3ls  numbered,  officers  and  men,  twenty -nine 
The  exploring  expedition,  at  starting, 
"consisted  of  Mr.  Hall  and  an  Esquimaux,  named 
Kudlago,  who  had  come  to  the  United  States  on 
board  a  whaler,  and  was  now  about  to  return. 
Mr.  Hall  hoped  to  find  him  of  service  as  an  in- 
terpreter; but  the  poor  fellow  died  on  the  voyage, 
without  coming  in  sight  of  his  native  ice.  Thus 
this  Arctic  Exploring  Expedition  consisted  only 
of  Mr.  Hall  himself. 

The  outfit  was  hardly  on  a  more  imposing 
scale  than  the  personale.  Here  is  the  list:  A 
boat  28  feet  long,  7  feet  beam,  29^  inches  deep, 
and  drawing  8  inches  when  loaded  with  a  crew 
of  six  persons  and  their  stores  ;  1  sledge ;  i  ton 
of  pemmican  ;  200  pounds  Borden's  meat  bis- 
cuit ;  20  pounds  "  Cincinnati  cracklings" — jtork 
scraj)s ;  1  pound  preserved  quince ;  1  pound 
preserved  peaches;  250  pounds  of  powder;  a 
quantity  of  ball,  shot,  and  percussion  caps ;  1 
rifle  ;  6  double-barreled  guns,  covers,  and  extra 
fittings;  one  Colt's  revolver  complete;  glass 
beads,  a  quantity  of  needles,  etc.,  for  presents  to 
the  natives ;  2  dozen  pocket  knives  and  chop- 
pers ;  some  tin-ware,  1  axe,  2  jticks,  files,  etc.  ; 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  172.— Ff 


a  good  supply  of  tobacco  and  pipes ;  wearing 
apparel  for  self,  and  red  shirts  for  presents ;  a 
supply  of  stationery  and  journal  books,  etc.  ; 
1  common  watch ;  1  opera-glass ;  1  spy-glass ; 
1  common  sextant  and  1  pocket  sextant;  1  arti- 
ficial horizon,  with  extra  glass  and  mercury;  1 
azimuth  compass  ;  1  common  compass  ;  2  pock- 
et compasses;  3.  ordinary  thermometers  and  2 
self-registering  ones.  Some  navigation  books 
and  several  Arctic  works,  with  a  Bible  and  a 
few  other  volumes,  formed  the  library. 

The  boat  was  destroyed  in  the  storm  which 
wrecked  the  Rescue,  and  for  his  explorations  by 
water,  which  embraced  a  thousand  miles  of 
coast  line,  Mr.  Hall  had  to  depend  wholly  upon  a 
rickety  whale-boat,  the  only  one  whicli  could  be 
spared  to  him  by  his  good  friend,  Captain  Bud- 
dington  of  the  Geon/e  Henry.  Overland  excur- 
sions were  performed  by  the  aid  of  sledges  drawn 
by  dogs. 

In  due  time,  toward  the  end  of  November,  the 
whaler  was  fairly  "beset"  in  the  ice,  and  was 
shortly  after  laid  up  in  winter -quarters,  and 
Mr.  Ilall  had  abundant  leisure  to  cultivate  the 
friendly  acquaintance,  which  had  been  before 
commenced,  with  his  Esquimaux  neighbors.  Plis 
visits  to  them  were  paid  when  the  thermometer 
indicated  a  temjicrature  of  which  we  can  hardly 
conceive.  '*  The  month  of  December,"  lie  writes, 
"came  in  with  a  great  calm  of  four  days,  and 
though  the  ice  was  then  very  much  broken  up, 
making  a  tranisit  to  the  shore  difficult,  I  con- 
tinued to  frequently  land  for  exercise  and  to  see 
more  of  Innuit  life.  On  the  8th,  at  noon,  the 
thermometer  was  at  zero,  and  on  the  9th  at  15° 
below  zero,  47^  below  the  freezing-point.     Yet 
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stranp^ely  to  nie,  the  cold  was  not  felt  so  much  as 
I  should  have  supposed.  Visits  from  the  Esqui- 
maux were  made  daily,  and  often  we  had  sev- 
eral sleeping  on  the  cabin  floor  and  on  the  sea- 
chests  in  imj)romj)tu  beds  made  of  sails,  thick 
wearing  apparel,  etc.  ;  and  a  curious  picture  it 
was  thus  to  see  them.  Frequently,  accompa- 
nied by  some  of  these  visitors,  I  went  to  their 
village,  and  to  the   islands  around  us,  always 


being  received  by  the  natives  in  the  most  friend- 
ly manner." 

The  acquaintance  thus  auspiciously  begun 
ripened  in  more  than  one  case  into  cordial  friend- 
ship. For  two  years  Mr.  Hall  lived  more  like 
the  Esquimaux  than  a  native  of  a  warmer  cli- 
mate ;  and  dining  a  considerable  part  of  each 
winter  he  adopted  their  habits  almost  entirely. 
This  came  jather  hard  at  first ;  but  in  due  time 
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lie  reached  the  conclusion  that  in  all  essential 
points  their  mode  of  life  is  the  true,  and  in  fact 
the  only  one,  for  their  climnte.  In  minor  de- 
tails we  can  teach  them  something  ;  but  the  man 
who  expects  to  live  through  three  Arctic  winters 
must  in  all  essential  respects  live  as  the  natives 
do.  Whoever  does  so  may  fairly  hope  for  as 
long  a  life  within  the  polar  circle  as  in  a  tein- 
j)erate  zone. 

The  Esquimaux — or.  as  we  shall  hereafter  call 


them,  the  Tumiits,  using  the  only  term  by  which 
they  designate  themselves,  equivalent  to  "  Our 
Folks" — are  among  the  most  interesting  of  the 
uncivilized  races  of  the  globe.  It  is  indeed 
hardly  proper  to  class  them  among  the  uncivil- 
ized races.  They  show  such  a  wonderful  power 
of  adapting  themselves  to  the  exigencies  of  their 
lot:  procure  so  much  substantial  comfort  from 
what  appear  to  be  the  scantiest  materials  ;  seize 
so  eagerly  and  apply  so  dextrously  every  means 
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of  amelioration  which  fortune  throws  in  their 
way ;  and,  above  all,  develoj)  po  maiiv  of  the 
higher  moral  tmits  of  humanity,  that  we  may 
fairly  hesitate  to  rank  them  with  the  uncivilized 
races.  But  as  high  authority  has  affirmed  that 
the  civilization  of  any  people  is  to  he  measured 
by  the  quantity  of  soap  which  they  consume, 


and  as  the  Innuits  scarcely  know  the  use  of  this 
lavatory  compound,  we  are  forced,  under  pro- 
test, to  class  them  among  the  uncivilized  races. 
"As  a  general  thing,"  writes  Mr.  Hall,  "the 
Innuits  are  strictly  honest  among  themselves  ; 
and  also,  with  some  modifications,  with  strangers. 
No  peo])le  can  excel  them  in  kindness  of  heart. 
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Take,  for  instance,  times  of  great  scarcity  of  food. 
It  one  family  happens  to  have  any  provisions  on 
hand  these  are  shared  with  all  their  neighbors. 
If  one  man  captures  a  seal,  though  his  family 
may  need  it  all  to  siive  them  from  the  pangs  of 
hunger,  yet  the  whole  of  the  people  about,  in- 
cluding the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless, 
are  invited  to  a  seal-feast.    On  the  whole,  their 


word  is  entitled  to  great  ci'cdit.  They  des]ise 
any  one  who  will  shay-Iu-voo — tell  a  lie.'' — In 
a  word,  they  are,  according  to  Mr.  Hall,  kind, 
honest,  and  truthful. 

The  two  model  Innuits,  Ebiorbing  and  liis 
wife  Tookoolito,  will  2ipj)ear  to  most  readers  like 
pure  inventions — Arctic  "  Uncle  Toms."  Quite 
undesignedly,. however,  Mr.  Hall  brought  wit!) 
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bini  means  of  verifying  liis  pictures  ;  he  brought 
the  originals.  Thousands  of  Americans  have 
within  the  hist  two  years  seen  *'  Joe"  and  "  Han- 
nah." They  have  accompanied  Mr.  Hall  on  his 
visits  to  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  sat  at 
good  men's  tables.  Few  who  have  met  them 
even  casually  can  have  failed  to  observe  the 
quiet  self-respecting  aspect  of  the  man,  and  the 
modest  ways,  })leasant  smile,  and  ntarvelously 
sweet  voice  of  the  woman.  "Joe"  is  Ebierbing, 
and  "Hannah"  is  Tookoolito.  They  were  true 
friends  to  Mr.  Hall  during  the  two  years  which 
he  spent  with  their  people  ;  they  came  with  him 
on  his  return,  remained  with  him  while  he  has 
been  preparing  his  narrative ;  and  have  now 
gone  back  with  him  to  their  northern  home,  and 
are  to  accompany  him  during  his  jjroposcd  three 
years'  explorations.  This  visit  to  the  United 
States  was  not  their  first  experience  of  civilized 
life.  They  had  been  taken  to  England  seven 
yciirs  before,  whore  they  remained  two  years, 
were  presented  to  the  Queen,  and  met  with  great 
favor  in  English  society.  Ebierbing  is  an  ex- 
cellent pilot,  a  noted  seal-hunter;  and  a  remark- 
al)ly  ingenious  mechanic.  With  no  other  im- 
])h'mcnts  than  iiis  sliarply-pointed  seal-spear  and 
liis  long  snow-knife  he  will  mend  a  broken  sledge 
or  put  uj)  a  snow  hut  in  half  the  time  that  a 
ICiiropean  would  rcfpiire  for  considering  how  it 
should  be  d(M)e. 

He  is  a  sturdy,  square  built  man  of  some  five 
feet  two;  his  wife  is  quite  as  tall  and  much 
sUjuter.  To  see  her  in  licr  neatly  fitting  calico 
(lrc88,  smooth  hair  as  black  as  coal,  one  would 


suppose  that  she  was  a  German  "  Bauerin" — a 
class  which  for  the  want  of  a  better  we  designate 
as  "peasants,"  but  which  corresponds  in  effect 
to  our  farmers. 

Poor  Tookoolito  has  sad  cause  to  remember 
her  visit  to  America.  A  few  months  after  her 
arrival  her  child,  Tukeliketa,  "Butterfly,"  aged 
a  year  and  a  half,  died.  "I  never  saw,"  says 
Mr.  Plall,  "a  more  animated,  sweet-tempered, 
bright-looking  child."  For  days  the  mother  was 
unconscious  or  delirious.  Then  she  longed  to 
die,  so  that  she  might  be  with  her  lost  "  Butter- 
fly." The  corjise  of  the  little  Innuit  was  placed 
in  the  beautiful  burial-ground  at  Groton,  Con- 
necticut. Upon  the  grave  were  laid,  according 
to  the  custom  of  his  people,  all  his  childish 
I)lay things.  They  were  sacred  to  the  dead.  The 
mother  went  to  the  spota  wliile  after,  and  found 
that  one  article — a  gayly-paintcd  tin  pail — had 
been  taken  away.  She  was  almost  inconsolable 
at  the  discovery.  How  poor  little  "Butterfly"' 
would  miss  his  beautiful  pail !  The  love  of  pa- 
rents for  their  children  is  a  notable  trait  in  In- 
nuit character.  If  we  may  judge  from  casual 
notices  scattered  through  Mr.  Hall's  narrative, 
no  more  tender  mothers  or  loving  fathers  arc  to 
be  found  in  the  world  than  among  the  Innuits. 

Mr.  Hall's  first  interviews  with  Tookoolito 
form  a  ])leasant  ejusodo,  which  slmll  be  related 
in  his  own  words,  with  slight  abridgnu'nts: 

^'■November  2,  18(>(). — While  intently  occu- 
pied in  my  cabin  writing,  I  heard  a  soft  sweet 
voice  say,  'Good-morning,  Sir.'  The  tone  in 
which  it  was  spoken — musical,  lively,  and  va- 
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ried — instantly  told  nie  that  a  lad}''  of  refine-  j 
ment  was  there,  greeting  me.  I  was  astonished,  j 
Could  I  be  dreaming?  No,  I  was  wide  awake,  ; 
and  writing.  But  had  a  thunder-clap  sounded  j 
in  my  ear,  though  it  was  snowing,  I  could  not  j 
have  been  more  surprised  than  I  was  at  the 
sound  of  that  voice.  I  raised  my  head.  A  lady  I 
was  indeed  before  me,  extending  an  ungloved  ; 
hand.  The  doorway  in  which  she  stood  led  I 
from  the  cabin  into  my  private  room.  Directly 
over  this  entrance  was  the  sky-light,  admitting 
a  flood  of  light,  and  revealing  to  me  crinoline, 
heavy  flounces,  an  attenuated  toga,  and  an  im- 
mensely expanded  '  kiss-me-quick'  bonnet ;  but 
the  features  I  could  not  at  first  make  out.  On 
turning  my  face,  who  should  it  be  but  a  lady 
Esquimaux!  Whence,  tliought  I,  came  this  civ- 
ilization and  refinement  ?  In  a  moment  I  was 
made  acquainted  with  my  visitor.  She  was  tlie 
Tookoolito  I  had  so  much  desired  to  see.  She 
spoke  my  own  language  fluently,  and  I  had  a  long 
and  interesting  conversation  with  her.  Ebier- 
bing,  her  husband,  was  also  introduced  to  me, 
and  though  not  speaking  English  so  well  as  his 
wife,  yet  I  could  talk  with  him  tolerably  well. 
I  gleaned  many  interesting  particulars  of  their 
visit  to  England,  and  learned  that  they  had 
dined  with  Prince  Albert,  who  had  treated  them 
with  much  consideration.  Ebierbing  thought 
the  Queen  was  'very  pretty,'  and  that  Prince 
Albert  was  '  a  very  kind,  good  man.'  Tookoo- 
lito, speaking  of  the  Queen,  said  :  '  I  visited  her, 
and  liked  the  appearance  of  her  Majesty  and 
every  thing  about  the  palace.  Fine  place,  I  as- 
sure you.  Sir.'  As  Tookoolito  spoke  I  could  not 
help  admiring  the  exceeding  gracefulness  and 
modesty  of  her  demeanor.  Simple  and  gentle 
in  her  way,  there  was  a  degree  of  calm  intel- 
lectual power  about  her  that  more  and  more  as- 
tonished me.  I  felt  delighted  be^'ond  measure 
because  of  the  opportunity  for  becoming  better 
acquainted  with  these  people  through  her  means, 
and  I  hoped  to  improve  it  toward  the  further- 
ance of  the  great  object  I  had  in  view." 

Wlien  paying  this  visit  Tookoolito  had  got 
herself  up  in  a  very  tolerable  imitation  of  "  civ- 
ilized" costume.  She  wore  a  dress — of  what 
matei'ial  Mr.  Hall  omits  to  tell  us — "  with  heavy 
flounces ;  an  elegant  toga  made  of  young  rein- 
deer fur,  deeply  fringed,  and  a  bonnet  of  the 
style  invented  on  the  princij^le  of  '  cover  the 
head  by  a  rosette  on  the  back.' "  Not  long 
after  Mr.  Hall  returned  the  call.  He  found 
the  lady  at  home  in  her  tent,  dressed  in  na- 
tive costume,  which  her  visitor  thought  more 
becoming  than  the  one  in  which  she  had  call- 
ed upon  him.  She  was  engaged  in  the  do- 
mestic occupation  of  knitting  socks  for  her 
iiusband — a  most  un-Esquimaux  accomplish- 
ment which  she  had  acquired  in  England. 
It  may  be  added,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  that 
she  has  a  remarkable  facility  in  mastering 
the  details  of  feminine  domestic  occupations. 
Wiiile  in  America  ladies  often  showed  Iter 
intricate  specimens  of  the  arts  of  crochet-  i^ 
iHg  and  netting.     She  seemed  to  catch,  as 


if  by  instinct,  the  marvelous  mystery  of  the 
*'  stitch." 

"Before  I  was  aware  of  it,"  continues  Mr. 
Hall,  ' '  Tookoolito  had  the  tea-kettle  over  the 
friendly  fire-lamp,  and  the  water  boiling.  She 
asked  me  if  I  drank  tea.  Imagine  my  surprise 
at  this  question,  coming  from  an  Esquimaux,  in 
an  Esquimaux  hut.  I  replied,  '  I  do  ;  but  you 
have  not  tea  here,  have  you?'  Drawing  her 
hand  from  a  little  tin  box,  she  displayed  it  full 
of  fine-flavored  black  tea,  saying,  '  Do  you  like 
your  tea  strong?'  Thinking  to  spare  her  the 
use  of  much  of  this  precious  article  away  up 
here,  far  from  the  land  of  civilization,  I  replied, 
'I'll  take  it  weak,  if  you  please.'  A  cup  of 
capital  tea  was  soon  before  me  —  capital  tea, 
and  capitally  made.  Taking  from  my  pocket 
a  sea-biscuit  Avhich  I  had  brought  from  the  ves- 
sel for  my  dinner,  I  shared  it  with  my  hostess. 
Seeing  s,he  had  but  one  cup,  I  induced  her  to 
share  with  me  its  contents.  Tookoolito  says 
she  and  her  husband  drink  tea  nearly  every 
night  and  morning.  They  acquired  a  taste  for 
it  in  England,  and  have  since  obtained  their 
annual  supply  from  English  and  American 
whalers  visiting  Northumberland  Inlet." 

We  must  not  suppose,  however,  that  this  is 
a  specimen  of  Innuit  life.  The  food,  clothing, 
and  dwellings  of  the  people  are  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, and  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  their 
condition.  Their  food  is  almost  entirely  ani- 
mal ;  the  flesh,  fat,  blood,  and  viscera  all  com- 
ing into  use.  Contrary  to  the  received  opin- 
ion, there  is  no  region  which  so  abounds  in  an- 
imal life  as  the  waters  and  shores  of  the  Arctic 
zone.  Ookgook,  the  big  seal,  and  Nutchook,  the 
common  seal,  are  the  Innuit  staples.  To  them 
these  are  what  corn  and  coal  are  to  the  pjuro- 
pean,  or  rice  to  the  Asiatic.  Ninoo,  the  bear, 
Tuktoo,  the  reindeer,  the  walrus,  and  the  whale, 
are  important  auxiliaries  in  the  way  of  sujjply- 
ing  food  and  clothing.  Kiynmick,  the  dog,  their 
only  domesticated  animal,  is  to  them  what  the 
camel  is  to  the  Bedouin,  and  the  horse  and  the 
ox  to  other  peoples. 

During  a  part  of  the  year  seals  and  other 
game  are  so  plentiful  that  an  abundant  su})ply 
of  food  can  be  obtained  almost  without  labor ; 
but  during  another  part  of  the  year  the  animals 
are  scarce  and  shv.     If  the  Innuits  would  onlv 
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during  their  harvest  season  lay  up  stores  for  the 
winter,  they  would  always  be  well  supplied. 
Talcing  the  whole  year  together,  a  family  wastes 
and  consumes  twice  the  necessary  amount  of 
food.  But  they  are  improvident,  rarely  laying 
up  supplies  in  advance  ;  and  the  consequence  is 
that  thev  are  often  reduced  to  the  sorest  straits 
of  iiunger.      By  way  of  showing  what  may  be 


accomplished  in  sustaining  life  in  the  Arctic 
regions  at  the  proper  season  we  give  the  results 
of  a  single  hunting  exjiedition.  Mr.  Hall  start- 
ed with  two  Innuits.  By  way  of  provision  they 
took  five  ])ounds  of  bread  and  as  many  of  salt 
junk.  They  l)ad  a  rifle,  a  gun,  a  pound  of  pow- 
der, thirty  balls,  and  two  seal-spears.  They 
were  absent  ten  days,  and  killed  one  bear  weigh- 
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inp;  1000  pounds;  a  large  seal,  1500  pounds; 
and  nine  small  seals  of  200  pounds  each  :  in  all, 
something  more  than  two  tons  of  fresh  meat, 
besides  skins  for  clothing,  and  oil  for  fuel  and 
light.  With  the  exercise  of  ordinary  forethought, 
there  can  be  no  douht  that  all  the  wants  of  life 
can  be  fully  met  in  the  Arctic  regions. 

Nutchook,  the  seal,  and  his  big  cousin,  Ool- 
gook,  are  among  the  wariest  and  most  cunning 


of  animals.  They  may  well  be  so;  for  they 
have  to  be  on  the  constant  watch  against  their 
great  enemy  Nhioo,  the  bear,  who  has  a  special 
weakness  for  seal-bhihber.  It  is  ])lay  to  stalk  a 
deer  or  track  a  chamois  coni])ared  with  catch- 
ing a  seal.  Mr.  Hall,  who  is  no  contemptible 
s])ortsman,  acknowledges  that  he  was  never  able 
to  get  within  ritle-shot  of  a  seal  when  basking 
on  the  ice.    Yet  the  Innuits  get  within  a  spear's 
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cast  of  him.  They  own  that  all  which  they 
know  of  seal-hunting  has  been  taught  them  by 
the  bear.  The  way  Nlnoo  proceeds  is  this :  he 
sees  ftir  off  on  the  ice  a  black  spot  which  he 
knows  to  be  a  seal,  resting  at  the  edge  of  his 
hole,  taking  a  succession  of  "cat-naps"  hardly 
ten  seconds  long,  lifting  up  his  head  between 
times,  and  narrowly  surveying  the  whole  hori- 
zon. Nlnoo  flings  himself  on  his  side,  and 
hitches  along  when  the  sell's  head  is  down. 
The  moment  the  head  is  raised  the  bear  stops 
short,  and  commences  "talking"  to  the  seal. 
The  sound  which  he  utters  is  wholly  distinct 
from  his  ordinary  voice.  The  seal  is  charmed, 
suspects  no  harm,  and  down  goes  his  head  for 
another  nap ;  forward  hitches  Ninoo ;  and  so 
on  for  a  long  time  until  he  gets  within  leaping 
distance ;  then  one  spring,  and  it  is  all  over 
with  Niilchook.  The  Inuuits  say  that  if  they 
c<juld  only  talk  to  Nntchook  as  cleverly  as  Ninoo 
does  they  would  catch  many  more  seals.  Ninoo, 
it  is  said,  sometimes  catches  a  young  seal  at  the 
nmuth  of  the  hole,  and  holding  him  by  a  flipper, 
lets  him  play  around  in  the  water,  the  dam 
comes  up,  and  the  bear  slyly  draws  the  young 
one  toward  him ;  the  mother  follows  until  she 
comes  within  reach  of  the  bear's  paw ;  he  gives 
a  grab,  and  secures  a  dainty  meal.  Mr.  Hall 
also  tells  us  that  the  bear  sometimes  discovers 
A  walrus  basking  at  the  foot  of  a  cliff,  and  flings 
down  a  big  rock  upon  him  with  wonderful  ac- 
curacy ;  then,  if  the  walrus  is  only  stunned,  the 
bear  rushes  down,  seizes  the  stone,  and  ham- 
mers away  at  the  head  of  tlie  walrus  until  the 
skull  is  crushed  in.  Then  Ninoo  has  a  feast  of 
fat  things ;  for  unless  he  is  very  hungry  he  will 
touch  onlv  the  blubber. 


In  the  winter,  when  the  seal  lives  under  the 
ice,  his  capture  requires  great  skill  and  patience. 
He  has  a  breathing-hole  through  the  ice,  to 
which  he  must  come  at  intervals  for  air.  This 
will  be  hidden  by  a  thick  covering  of  snow.  The 
Innuit,  aided  by  his  seal-dog,  discovers  the  place 
of  this  hole,  pierces  through  the  snow  Avith  his 
spear,  and  seats  himself  by  the  opening  until  he 
hears  the  animal  puff,  then  darts  his  spear,  and, 
if  he  has  good  luck,  secures  his  prize,  which 
means  not  merely  food,  but  light  and  warmth 
in  his  lonely  snow  hut  miles  away.  It  is  often 
weary  waiting  by  a  seal-hole.  Thus  Mr.  Hall 
mentions  almost  incidentally  that  poor  Kudlago 
contracted  the  disease  of  which  he  ultimately 
died  by  watching  at  a  seal-hole  continuously 
for  two  days  and  nights  in  the  coldest  Aveather. 
Again  it  is  noted  in  his  journal :  "Ugarng  has 
just  returned  from  sealing,  having  been  out  two 
days  and  one  night  over  a  seal-hole.  All  the 
reward  he  had  for  his  patient  exertions  was  the 
seal  coming  up  and  giving  a  puff;  then  away  it 
went.  Ugarng  bore  his  disappointment  very 
philosophically.  He  merely  said,  'Away  I  go 
to-morrow  morning  again.'"  Tkis  expedition 
was  likewise  unsuccessful,  and  Mr.  Hall  going 
to  his  hut  found  the  family  without  food  or 
light.  An  infant  was  wailing  with  hunger: 
"Me  got  no  milk,"  said  the  mother;  "meat 
all  gone — blubber  too-r-nothing  to  eat — no  more 
light — no  heat — must  wait  till  get  seal." 

Not  long  after  P^bierbing,  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  shi])  for  su|)plies,  came  back,  bringing 
with  him  a  seal.  'I'he  manner  of  its  capture  is 
worth  mention.  In  going  to  the  ship  his  dog 
had  scented  a  seal-hole  covered  by  two  feet  of 
snow ;  he  marked  the  spot  by  leaving  upon  it  a 
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mouthful  of  tobacco-juice  and  hurried  on.  Com- 
ing back  he  found  his  mark,  and  determined  to 
try  for  the  seal.  Thrusting  his  spear  through 
the  snow,  down  to  the  hole  in  the  ice,  he 
wrapped  himself  up  and  took  his  station  by  its 
side.  The  night  was  dark ;  but  there  he  wait- 
ed patiently  until  early  morning  when  the  wel- 
come puff  of  the  seal  was  heard,  and  by  one 


lucky  thrust  the  prize  was  secured.  His  nose 
got  touched  by  frost  while  watching,  but  a  good 
smoke  cured  that;  the  seal  was  brought  home 
in  trium))h.  A  seal-fe;ist  to  the  whole  encamp- 
ment followed.  "I  supped,"  says  Mr.  Hall, 
"on  seal-soup,  with  about  two  yards  of  frozen 
seal's  entrails  (very  good  eating)  as  a  finish  to 
the  affair." 
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A  "seal-feast"  is  conducted  thus,  or  at  least 
this  was  the  manner  of  this  one:  "The  first 
thing  done,"  writes  Mr.  Hall,  "was  to  conse- 
crate the  seal,  tlie  ceremony  being  to  sprinkle 
water  over  it,  when  the  host  and  his  assistant 
proceeded  to  separate  the  '  blanket'  (that  is,  tlie 
blubber  with  skin)  from  the  solid  meat  and 
skeleton  of  tlie  seal.  The  body  was  then 
opened  and  the  blood  scooped  out.  This  blood 
is  considered  very  precious,  and  forms  an  im- 
portant item  of  the  food  largely  consumed  by 
the  Esquimaux.  Next  came  the  liver,  which 
was  cut  into  pieces  and  distributed  all  around, 
myself  getting  and  eating  a  share.  Of  course 
it  was  eaten  raw — for  this  was  a  raw-meat  feast 
— its  eating  being  accompanied  by  taking  into 
the  mouth  a  small  portion  of  delicate  white 
blubber  which  answered  the  same  purpose  as 
batter  with  bread.  Then  followed  distributing 
the  ribs  of  the  seal  for  social  picking.  I  joined 
in  all  this,  doing  as  they  did,  and  becoming 
quite  an  Innuit  save  in  the  quantity  eaten. 
This  I  might  cliallenge  any  white  man  to  do. 
No  human  stomach  but  an  Innuit's  could  possi- 
bly hold  what  I  saw  these  men  and  women  de- 
vour. Directly  the  feast  was  over  the  company 
dispersed.  Tookoolito  then  sent  round  bounti- 
ful gifts  of  seal-blubber  for  fire-lamps,  also  some 
seal-meat  and  blood.  This  is  the  usual  custom 
among  the  Innuits.  They  share  each  other's 
successes,  and  bear  each  other's  wants.  Gen- 
erally if  it  is  found  that  one  is  short  of  pro- 
visions it  may  be  known  that  all  are.  When 
one  has  a  supply  all  have.  After  the  feast  and 
the  gifts  were  over  we  had  leisure  to  attend  to 
ourselves,  and  in  what  great  good -humor  we 
were  soon  to  be  found.  Our  lamps  were  all 
aglow,  and  our  hunger  sated." 

As  a  pendant  to  this  description  of  a  seal- 
feast  we  give  Mr.  Hall's  account  of  a  reindeer 
feast.  The  date  is  December,  the  season  of 
scarcity.  Four  months  before  Mr.  Hall's  jour- 
nal is  filled  with  notices  of  the  abundance  and 
fatness  of  the  game  around  him.  Deer  espe- 
cially were  so  abundant  that  they  were  killed 
only  for  the  sake  of  the  skins  and  tallow.  The 
skins  at  this  season  are  in  the  condition  to  be 
most  useful  for  clothing  and  bedding.  A  rein- 
deer skin  seems  to  be  the  best  non-conductor  of 
heat  known.  The  Innuits  never  use  more  than 
one  for  bedding  in  the  coldest  weather — ther- 
mometer 70  degrees  or  more  below  freezing- 
point.  Mr.  Hall  says  he  has  slept  under  a 
dozen  of  the  best  woolen  blankets  and  been  al- 
most frozen,  while  a  single  reindeer  skin  kept 
him  abundantly  warm.  Of  the  condition  of  the 
game  this  season  let  the  following  paragraph 
speak.  The  scene  is  at  the  head  of  Frobisher 
Bay : 

"I  never  saw  in  the  States,  unless  the  ex- 
ception be  of  the  jjrairies  of  the  West,  more 
luxuriant  grasses  on  uncultivated  lands  than 
are  here  around  me.  There  is  no  mistake  in 
this  statement  that  pasture  land  here  for  stock 
can  not  be  excelled,  unless  it  be  cultivated  or 
found  in   the  great  West.     The  land   animals 


here  are  fat — 'as  fat  as  butter.'  The  paunches 
of  the  reindeer  are  filled  to  the  utmost  capacity 
with  grasses,  mosses,  and  leaves  of  the  various 
plants  that  abound  here.  The  animal  just  killed 
was  very  fat,  his  rumj)  lined  with  toodnoo  (tal- 
low), which  goes  much  further  with  me  than 
butter :  superior  it  is,  indeed,  as  sweet  golden 
butter  is  to  lard.  The  venison  is  very  tender, 
almost  falling  to  pieces  as  you  attempt  to  lift  a 
steak  by  its  edge.  So  it  is  with  all  the  rein- 
deer that  have  as  yet  been  killed  here.  Rab- 
bits also  are  in  fine  condition.  Not  only  are 
they  so  now,  but  they  must  be  nearly  in  as 
good  order  here  in  the  winter;  for  God  has 
given  them  the  means  to  make  their  way 
through  the  garb  of  white  with  which  he  clothes 
the  earth  here  for  their  subsistence." 

But  in  December  hard  times  had  come  on. 
One  day  an  Innuit  came  back  to  the  snow  vil- 
lage with  a  poition  of  the  bodies  of  two  deer 
frozen  as  hard  as  rocks.  A  general  invitation 
to  a  tuktoo  feast  was  given  out.  The  guests, 
thirty  in  number — the  whole  population  of  the 
village — rushed  in.  The  giver  of  the  feast  acted 
as  master  of  ceremonies:  "He  first  made  the 
ladies  on  the  bed  give  way  so  as  to  clear  a  space 
whereon  he  might  do  the  carving;  then  he 
placed  on  this  spot  the  table-cloth,  a  huge  seal- 
skin, and  upon  that  put  the  carcass  of  a  large 
deer ;  he  then  took  a  boat  hatchet  and  began  to 
carve  the  deer.  Slabs  of  its  side  were  chopped 
and  peeled  oif ;  chips  of  ice  flew  here  and  there 
into  the  very  faces  of  the  guests  at  each  stroke 
of  the  axe.  As  fast  as  Sampson  rolled  off  the 
venison  other  men  took  the  pieces,  and  by  means 
of  a  saw  and  seal-knives  reduced  them  to  a  size 
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adapted  for  handling;  then  Sampson  distribu- 
ted these  bits,  one  to  eacl),  till  every  mill  had 
grist  to  grind.  Thus  for  half  an  hour  Sampson 
"  carved  ;  then  his  hatchet  handle  broke  off  close 
up  to  the  head.  Another  axe  was  sent  for,  and 
meanwhile,  with  the  half  of  a  saw,  the  two  sad- 
dles were  divided  into  the  proper  number  of 
pieces,  ready  for  distribution  ;  the  carcass  was 
then  once  more  attacked,  and  the  shell  was 
broken,  split,  and  sawed  into  pieces.  In  it  was 
the  '  kernel,'  to  which  all  looked  with  anxious 
eyes ;'  this  was  at  last  divided  into  ,  as  many 
pieces  as  there  were  pieces  of  saddle,  and  then 
one  of  each  was  given  to  every  guest.  I  re- 
ceived my  share  with  gratitude,  and  with  a 
piece  in  each  hand  began  eating.  I  bit  off  a 
mouthful  of  the  saddle-piece ;  it  was  good.  I 
took  a  morsel  of  the  other;  it  was  ddi()htfiil ; 
its  flavor  was  a  kind  of  sorrel  acid ;  it  had  an 
/nnhrosial  tuste I  it  fairly  melted  in  my  mouth! 
When  nearly  through,  I  had  the  curiosity  to 
crowd  my  way  to  a  light  to  see  Avhat  this  deli- 
cious frozen  food  was,  for  where  I  sat  I  was 
shaded  by  large  forms  between  me  and  the  fiie- 
ligiit.  I  looked  at  it,  rolled  it  over,  and  looked 
again.  Behold,  it  was  the  contents  of  a  rein- 
deer's paimch  !  On  this  discovery  I  stopped 
feasting  for  that  night." 

Had  Mr.  Hall  been  accustomed  to  the  pre- 
cious delicacy  of  woodcock's  "  trail"  he  might 
have  been  less  squeamish  in  the  matter  of  rein- 


deer paunch  glacee,  au  riotnrel.  He  did  indeed 
get  over  many  of  his  prejudices  in  J;he  way  of 
food.  Seal's  blood  "smoking  hot"  he  declares 
to  be  "excellent,"  although  drank  from  a  dish 
which  went  the  round  of  the  whole  company, 
each  one  in  succession  taking  a  long  "  s-o-o-o-p" 
at  it,  and  then  passing  it  to  the  next.  The  skin 
of  the  whale  "three-quarters  of  an  inch  tliick, 
looking  like  India  rubber,  is  in  its  raw  state,"  he 
says,  "good  eating  even  for  a  white  man,  as  I 
know  from  experience;  but  when  boiled  and 
soused  in  vinegar  it  is  most  excellent."  The 
"gum"  of  the  whale,  that  is  the  substance  in 
which  the  so-called  "whalebone"  is  set,  is  a 
special  Innuit  delicacy.  It  looks  like  cocoa- 
nut  meat,  and  tastes  like  unripe  chestnuts. 
Mr.  Hall  could  not  fully  appreciate  this ;  yet, 
he  says,  savingly,  "If  the  struggle  was  for  life, 
and  its  preservation  depended  upon  the  act,  I 
would  undoubtedly  eat  whale's  gum  until  I  got 
something  better  to  my  liking."  Once  a  sub- 
stance which  looked  like  a  choice  bit  from  a  tur- 
key's breast  was  handed  to  him.  He  thought 
he  had  stumbled  upon  a  delicacy.  He  vainly 
tried  to  masticate  it,  but  after  half  an  hours 
vigorous  chewing  he  found  it  more  solid  than 
when  he  began.  The  substance  was  the  liga- 
ment lying  between  the  vertebra}  of  the  whale, 
and  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  the  way  of  dis- 
posing of  it.  The  Innuit  mode  is  to  take  a  huge 
piece  into  the  mouth,  lubricate  it  thoroughly 
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with  the.  secretions  of 
the  salivary  {elands,  and 
then  swallow  it  whole, 
as  a  boa -constrictor 
swallows  a  deer,  A^iain, 
Mr.  Hall  remarks,  "My 
opinion  is,  that  the  Es- 
(luiinanx  practice  of 
eating  their  food  raw  is 
a  good  one,  at  least  for 
the  better  preservation 
of  their  health.  To 
one  educated  as  Ave 
whites  are,'tlieir  custom 
of  feasting  on  uncooked 
meats  is  highly  repuls- 
ive ;  but  as  the  twig  is 
bent  the  tree's  inclined ; 
and  this  is  as  applicable 
to  food  as  to  any  thing 
else.  When  I  saw  the 
natives  actually  feast- 
ing on  the  raw  flesh  of 
the  whale,  I  thought  to 
myself,  '  Why  can  not 
I  do  the  same?'  The 
answer  Avas,  'Because 
of  my  education . ' "  To 
our  apprehension  the 
man  who  has  "swal- 
lowed the  camel"  of 
raw  oysters,  need  not 
"strain  out  the  gnat" 
of  an  uncooked  steak, 
whether  beef,  bear, 
whale,  or  seal.  Mr. 
Hall,  later  jn  his  Arc- 
tic experiences,  speaks 
more  favorably  of  raw 

meat ;  but  Ave  believe  he  never  quite  comes  up  to 
Mansfield  Parkyns,  of  Abyssinian  fame,  who  as- 
sures us  that  no  one  can  have  fathomed  the  gus- 
tatory possibilities  of  a  beef-steak,  until  he  has 
eaten  one  raw  before  it  has  had  time  to  get  cold. 

So  much  for  Innuit  feasting.  Of  their  times 
of  fasting,  when  any  thing  that  can  by  any  pos- 
sibility be  edible,  assumes  the  place  of  a  deli- 
cacy, we  have  not  space  to  speak.  Mr.  Hall, 
(luring  his  two  Arctic  winters,  had  occasion  fre- 
quently to  mention  these  hard  times. 

In  the  far  north  clothing  and  shelter  are  as 
indispensable  to  life  as  is  food.  The  winter 
dress  of  the  Innuits,  commencing  with  the  feet, 
is  thus  composed :  Long  stockings  of  reindeer- 
skin,  with  the  hair  next  the  person;  socks  of 
eider-duck  skin,  with  feathers  on  both  sides; 
socks  of  seal-skin,  with  the  hair  outside;  boots, 
the  legs  of  reindeer-skin,  fur  outside,  the  soles 
of  .seal-skin.  The  jacket  is  of  reindeer-skin, 
fitting  to  the  form,  but  not  tightly  ;  those  of  the 
women  have  long  tails,  reaching  almost  to  tlie 
ground.  The  ornamentation  of  the  female  dress 
depends  on  the  taste  and  means  of  the  wearer. 
One  "very  pretty  style,"  noted  by  Mr.  Hall, 
had  a  fringe  of  colored  bends  across  the  neck ; 
bowls  of  Britannia-metal  tea-spoons  down   the 


AN    INNUIT   MUSICIAN. 

front  flap,  and  a  double  row  of  copper  cents, 
surmounted  by  a  bell  from  an  old-fashioned 
clock,  down  the  tail,  which  was  bordered  by  a 
beading  of  elongated  lead  shot.  This  jacket 
has  no  opening  before  or  behind,  but  is  slijjped 
on  over  the  head.  These  women's  jackets  are 
provided  with  a  hood,  which  serves  a  variety  of 
purposes,  especially  that  of  carrying  the  chil- 
dren. The  breeches  reach  below  the  knee,  and 
are  listened  by  a  string  drawn  tightly  around 
the  waist.  Mittens  are  used  ;  the  females  usu- 
ally wearing  but  one,  on  the  right  hand,  the  left 
being  drawn  under  the  sleeve.  "The  costume 
of  the  females  is  completed,"  to  borrow  the 
phrases  of  our  respected  Fashion  Editor,  "by 
the  addition  of  finger-rings  and  head-bands  of 
polished  brass.**  Among  their  "  accom])lish- 
ments"  is  playing  upon  the  Keeloiin,  a  kind  of 
tambourine,  made  by  stretching  a  thin  deer  skin 
or  the  skin  of  a  whale's  liver  upon  a  hoop.  This 
is  held  by  a  handle,  and  the  player  strikes  not 
the  skin,  but  the  hooj) ;  and  generally  accom- 
panies the  music  by  a  riulc  dance. 

The  Innuits  of  the  present  day  are  a  nomadic 
people.  Their  wanderings,  however,  appear  to 
be  confined  to  the  region  of  the  coast,  never  ex- 
tending far  into  the  interior.     Their  dwellings 
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arc,  therefore,  for  more  temporary  occupation. 
Indications,  in  the  form  of  trenches  and  excava- 
tions, are  not  wanting  to  show  that  they  former- 
ly led  a  much  more  settled  life.  Ever  since 
tliey  have  been  broup;ht  into  even  casual  contact 
with  the  whites,  their  numbers  seem  to  have 
been  gradually  diminishing.  How  this  has  been 
brought  about  is  at  present  a  mystery.  The 
Red  Men  of  America  have  been  destroved  bv 


"  fire-water"  and  the  occupation  of  their  huntv 
ing-grounds.  The  natives  of  the  Soutli  .Sea 
Islands  have  been  eaten  up  by  nameless  diseases 
contracted  from  their  licentious  white  visitors. 
We  find  scarcely  a  trace  of  citlior  of  these  de- 
stroyers among  the  Innuits.  Consumption  ap- 
pears to  be  the  destroyer  among  them ;  but  we 
can  sec  no  reason  why  this  should  be  more  preva- 
lent now  than  it  was  generations  ago.     But  bo 
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the  explanation  wliat  it  may,  the  fact  is  cer- 
tain, that  they  are  a  race  fast  passing  from  the 
earth. 

Their  summer  dwellings,  or  tu/ncs,  are  tents 
covered  with  skins.  Their  winter  dwellings  are 
igloos  or  snow  huts.  These  are  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  the  requirements  of  their  situation,  and  in 
the  construction  of  these  they  show  great  dexter- 
ity. They  are  indeed  vastly  like  the  dwellings 
of  the  seal,  which  are  called  by  the  same  name. 
It  may  almost  be  considered  a  moot  question 
whether  the  Innuits  taught  the  seals,  or  the 
seals  the  Iimuits.  About  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, when  the  snow  has  become  thick  and  com- 
pact, the  Innuits  begin  the  construction  of  their 
iglooft.  The  manner  in  which  this  is  done  may 
be  fairly  shown  by  the  following  abridged  de- 
scription of  the  building  of  one  by  a  small  party 
in  one  of  Mr.  Hall's  journeys  : 

Sharkey  and  Koojcsse  proceeded  to  build  an 
ifjloo  in  the  regular  manner.  They  first  sounded 
the  snow  with  their  seal  spears,  to  find  that 
which  was  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Then  one 
commenced  cutting  out  snow-blocks,  using  a 
hand-saw.  When  they  are  not  provided  with 
this  implement  their  snow-knives  of  bore  or  iron 
answer  the  purpose.  The  blocks  were  about 
tlirec  feet  long,  eighteen  inches  broad,  and  six 
inches  thick.  They  look  very  much  like  the 
blocks  of  white  marble  with  which  our  New 
York  houses  are  faced.  In  building,  these 
blocks  arc  set  up  edgewise,  so  that  the  walls  of 
an  i(jloo   are  six    inches   thick.      In  this  case 


seventeen  of  these  blocks,  Jaid  in-  a  circular 
form,  composed,  the  foundation,  making  the  di- 
ameter of  t!ie  structure  about  seventeen  feet. 
Upon  these  blocks  others  were  placed,  not  in 
tiers,  but  laid  spiraling,  and  also  inclined  to- 
ward the  centre,  where  they  almost  met.  The 
key-stone,  or  rather  snow,  was  then  dropped  in, 
and  there  was  a  regular  dome,  about  seven  feet 
high  at  the  apex.  The  two  builders  were  on  the 
inside,  those  without  handing  them  the  blocks. 
When  the  whole  was  done,  they  were  complete- 
ly walled  in.  A  hole  was  then  cut  in  the  side, 
through  which  snow  cut  fine  was  passed  in. 
This  was  built  up  into  a  bench  or  platform  run- 
ning clear  around  the  interior.  Over  this  bench, 
which  answers  the  purpose  of  bed,  chairs,  and 
table,  herbs  were  spread,  and  over  them  were 
laid  the  reindeer  skins.  A  covered  passage  three 
feet  high  and  some  yards  long  was  then  built 
leading  from  the  door,  and  the  igloo  was  com- 
plete. Three  or  four  Innuits,  working  moder- 
ately, will  build  such  a  hut  in  two  hours,  or,  if 
need  be,  will  do  it  in  half  the  time. 

Dogs  play  a  very  important  part  in  the  econo- 
my of  Innuit  life.  They  not  only  draw  the 
sledges,  but  aid  their  masters  in  hunting.  With- 
out them  even  the  keen-sighted  Innuits  would 
find  it  impossible  to  discover  a  seal-hole  beneath 
two  feet  of  snow.  A  good  seal-dog  is  an  ac- 
quisition. Wlien  a  puppy  is  found  to  possess 
more  than  usual  intelligence  and  sharpness  of 
scent,  he  is  trained  as  sedulously  as  we  train  a 
likely  colt  for  the  race-course.     The  instinct  of 
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an  Esquimaux  dog  for  the  seal  is  as  keen  as  that 
of  one  of  our  terriers  for  a  rat.  When  liarnessed 
to  a  sledge,  if  they  scent  a  seal  there  is  no  re- 
straining or  guiding  them.  The  whole  team 
dashes  madly  away  regardless  of  ice-cliasms  or 
rifts.  When  the  driver  wishes  to  hurry  them 
on  he  finds  that  the  cry  of  Ookrjookl — "Seal !" 
is  more  efficacious  than  his  walrus-skin  whip. 
A  single  dog  Avill  not  unfrcquently  capture  a  seal 
of  twice  his  weiglit.  Two  or  three  of  them  will 
assault  a  bear,  and  Avorry  him  into  standing 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  172.— Gg 


until  tlieir  master  comes  up  and  settles  the  mat- 
ter with  his  sj>car.  Mr.  Hall  had  a  famous  dog 
named  Barbckark,  of  whose  courage  and  cun- 
ning he  tells  many  curious  anecdotes.  On  one 
occasion  he  set  out  hunting  on  his  own  account, 
and  actually  succeeded  in  killing  a  large  rein- 
deer, biting  his  jugular  through  as  cleanly  as 
though  it  had  been  cut  with  a  knife,  and  then 
guided  his  master  to  the  spot  where  his  victim 
lay.  Barbekark,  after  passing  two  winters  with 
his  white  master,  accompanied  him  to  the  States. 
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Here  he  died,  and  his  skin  stuffed  to  the  life, 
after  standing  fur  a  while  on  guard  by  our  edi- 
torial table,  much  to  the  alarm  of  nervous  visit- 
ors, has  now  found  a  resting-place  in  the  "Arctic 
Room"  of  Henry  Grinnell,  the  fast  friend  and 
liberal  supporter  of  Mr.  Hall  in  his  two  expedi- 
tions. 

A  sledge-team  of  dogs  numbers  about  twenty 
— and  a  most  troublesome  team  it  is  to  manage. 
According  to  ^Ir.  Hall's  observations  the  Innuits 
treat  their  dogs  kindly — quite  as  well  as  we  treat 
our  horses.  They  have  some  peculiar  notions 
about  feeding  them.  They  are  thought  to  work 
better  if  not  fed  during  a  journey,  even  if  it  lasts 
several  days.  Tiieir  standing  food  consists  of 
the  tough  India-rubber-like  skin  of  the  whale 
and  walrus.  This  instead  of  being  cut  up  into 
"  chunks"  is  given  them  in  strips  a  yard  or  two 
long.  These  are  swallowed  whole.  The  dog 
swallows  his  whale-skin  much  as  a  Neajjolitan 
lazaroni  does  his  long  strings  of  maccaroni. 
The  Innuits  say  that  the  food  taken  in  this 
form  "stays  in  until  the  goodness  is  all  got  out 
of  it."  Of  course  in  times  of  scarcity  the  dogs 
suffer  with  their  masters,  and  when  a  sledge- 
load  of  food  comes  in  there  is  like  to  be  a 
pitched  battle  between  bijcds  and  qua(lru])eds 
— the  latter,  in  s\n\.c  of  clubs  and  spears,  gen- 
erally managing  to  secure  their  share.  It  is  a 
doubtful  question  whether  an  Innnit  or  his  dog 
can,  after  a  long  fast,  bolt  a  larger  quantity  of 
food  in  a  given  time.  We  think,  however,  that 
no  biped  could  equal  the  following  exploit  in 
this  way  which  we  find  noted  in  Mr.  Hall's 
Journal :    "  The  dogs  are  very  hungry.     Last 


night  they  ate  up  the  whip  lash,  which  was 
thirty  feet  long.  I  witnessed  a  sight  some  days 
since  of  a  hungry  dog  swallowing  down  a  piece 
o?  kora  (walrus  hide  and  blubber)  one  inch  and 
a  half  square  and  six  fe*et  long  in  seven  seconds. 
The  act  I  timed  by  the  chronometer." 

The  treatment  of  the  sick  and  dying,  as  we 
have  before  said,  forms  a  marked  exception  to 
the  general  kindness  of  the  Innuits  toward  each 
otlier.  In  our  previous  article  was  related  at 
some  length  the  case  of  Nukcrtou,  a  woman  who 
was  left  at  the  point  of  death  in  a  solitary  if/ho. 
This  was  by  no  means  a  solitary  case  within  Mr. 
Hall's  own  observation.  One  other,  to  which 
brief  reference  was  there  made,  must  here  be 
told  somewhat  more  in  detail. 

]Mr.  Hall  learned  that  a  company  of  Innuits 
had  been  driven  by  starvation  to  abandon  their 
camjiing  place,  and  had  left  a  woman,  the  wife 
of  one  of  them,  behind  in  an  i(/ho.  She  was 
sick,  they  said,  and  unable  to  help  herself.  Mr. 
Hall  was  at  the  time  "at  home"  on  board  the 
(Jcorr/e  Ilenrij.  He  ])ro]iosed  to  raise  a  party  at 
once  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  woman.  The 
mate,  Reuben  Lamb,  and  four  of  the  crew,  vol- 
unteered for  this  work.  They  set  oflt'  through 
the  deep  snow,  walking  in  Indian  file,  each  al- 
ternately breaking  track  for  the  others  to  follow. 
No  one  but  Lamb  and  Hall  could  hold  out  for 
more  than  five  minutes  at  a  time  in  this  fearful 
labor.  One'  man  after  another  gave  up,  and  re- 
turned. Hall  and  Lamb  determined  to  perse- 
vere till  the  last  moment.  Rut  it  was  of  no 
avail.  The  very  dogs,  of  whom  they  had  four 
— the  nol)le  Barbckark  being  one — at  last  could 
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not  jjjet  on;  and,  writes  Mr.  Hall,  "I  was  re- 
luctantly obliged  to  turn  my  face  toward  the 
ship,  having  decided  that  it  was  my  duty  to  re- 
turn to  save  the  living  rather  than  to  strive  to 
reach  one  who  might  be  already  dead.  Never 
had  I  experienced  harder  Ayork  than  in  traveling 
back.  The  condition  of  Lamb  was  such  that  I 
feared  for  his  life  if  we  did  not  soon  get  on 
lx)ard.  Every  few  steps  the  snow  had  to  be 
broken  down  to  make  a  passage.  It  was  of 
God's  mercy  that  I  had  strength  enough  to  hold 
up,  else  both  of  us  must  have  perished.  Occa- 
sionally I  threw  myself  down  on  the  ice  or  snow 
thoroughly  exliausted ;  then  I  would  start  up, 
arouse  Lamb,  who  seemed  to  be  verging  toward 
that  sleep  wliich  in  cold  regions  becomes  tlie 
sleep  of  death,  and  once  more  battle  onward. 
])uring  this  hard  passage  back  to  the  vessel  my 
noble  dog  Barbekark,  was  like  a  cheering  friend. 
As  now  and  then  I  lay  almost  exhausted  upon 
the  snow  for  a  moment's  rest,  he  danced  around 
me,  kissing  my  face,  placing  himself  by  my 
side,  where  I  could  pillow  my  head  upon  his 
warm  body.  No  one  who  knew  his  character- 
istics could  fail  to  perceive  that  he  realized  the 
critical  situation  of  Lamb  and  myself.    He  would 


bound  toward  me,  raise  himself  on  his  hinder 
legs,  place  his  paws  upon  my  breast,  and  glance 
from  me  toward  the  vessel,  from  the  vessel  to 
Lamb,  then  leap  away,  leading  the  sledge-team 
on  a  distance  ahead,  there  to  wait  till  we  again 
came  near,  the  few  dogs  and  the  soft  state  of  the 
snow  preventing  us  from  riding.  I  was  indeed 
a  happy  man  as  I  walked  into  the  gangway  of 
the  Geo7-(/e  Ilenrij,  and  learned  that  all  my  com- 
pany were  safely  back  to  its  shelter." 

This  attempt  failed.  Four  days  after  it  was  re- 
newed by  Mr.  Hall,  accompanied  only  byEbier- 
bing  and  a  dog  team.  The  cold  had  meanwhile 
grown  intense,  and  thus  the  traveling  was  im- 
proved. Thoy  worked  desperately  to  keep  their 
hands  and  feet  from  freezing.  The  wind  was 
blowing  a  smart  breeze  directly  ahead,  the  tem- 
perature being  62"  below  the  freezing-point.  In 
a  calm  air  100'^  below  freezing-point  would  have 
been  more  endurable.  At  length  they  reached 
the  site  of  the  deserted  village ;  but  not  a  hut 
was  to  be  seen.  They  were  all  covered  by  an 
expanse  of  smooth  snow,  without  a  visible  mark.  ' 
Ebierbing's  practiced  eye  at  length  fixed  upon  a 
spot  beneath  which  he  was  sure  there  was  an 
igloo.      But  the  Innuits  have  a  superstitious 
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dread  of  touching  even  a  hut  within  which  is  a 
corpse.  Hall,  with  his  snow-knife,  dug  down 
through  the  snow  and  the  roof,  and  found  the 
igloo  vacant.  Another  was  discovered,  opened 
in  like  manner,  and  found  empty  also.  The 
village  had  consisted  of  three  huts.  One  more 
was  to  be  discovered  and  opened.  There  was 
nothing  to  show  its  place.  The  Innuit  pierced 
through  the  snow  with  his  spear  time  after  time 
in  vain.  At  last  he  struck  a  roof,  and  then 
withdrew  to  a  distance,  leaving  the  work  of  ex- 
ploration to  Hall.  He  dug  down  through  the 
snow,  and  came  to  the  roof.  But  the  heat  of 
the  fire  which  had  once  burned  within  had  part- 
ly melted  the  snow-blocks,  and  the  cold  had 
transformed  them  into  masses  of  solid  ice  almost 
as  hard  as  stone.  In  trving  to  cut  through  this 
the  knife  was  broken.  Hall  took  the  spear,  and 
at  last  succeeded  in  piercing  the  roof.  He  shout- 
ed through  the  opening ;  but  there  was  no  an- 
swer. The  inmate  might  be  either  dead  or  sleep- 
ing. He  descended,  and  found  the  woman  ly- 
ing on  the  snow  bench.  He  placed  his  hand  on 
her  forehead.  The  icy  walls  of  her  tomb  were 
not  colder.  She  was  dead.  There  were  indi- 
cations that  she  had  lived  for  some  time  after 
siie  was  abandoned.  Reverently  closing  up  the 
opening  which  he  had  made,  Hall  and  his  In- 
nuit friend  retraced  their  toilsome  way  to  the 
shij). 

Mr.  Hall  is  confident  that  he  discovered  many 
actual  relics  of  tlie  expedition  of  Martin  Fro- 
Insher  made  almost  three  centuries  ago.  We 
have  not  space  to  do  more  than  indicate  a  few 


of  the  leading  arguments  which  led  him  to  this 
conclusion.  He  found  a  tradition  current  that 
many  years  ago  white  men  had  visited  a  place 
which  still  bore  the  name  of  KocUunam,  or 
"White  INIan's"  Island.  He  traced  these  tradi- 
tions diligently,  comparing  and  collating  them. 
One  of  his  principal  sources  was  an  old  woman 
named  Ookijoxy  Ninoo,  the  grandmother  of 
Ebierbing,  noted  as  the  oldest  Innuit  living. 
Mr.  Hall  believes  her  to  be  a  hundred  years 
old .  She  had  heard  the  story  told  by  her  grand- 
mother. Seated  at  the  entrance  of  her  tuple, 
Tookoolito  acting  as  interpreter,  he  questioned 
and  cross-questioned  her.  Her  stoiy  was  won- 
derfully like  the  printed  accounts — three  hun- 
dred years  old — of  Frobisher's  expedition.  It 
was  confirmed  by  a  score  of  others,  all  of  whom 
professed  to  have  heard  it  from  their  forefathers. 
Mr.  Hall  at  length  visited  the  spot  which  was 
designated  as  the  place  of  the  white  men's  en- 
campment, and  found  many  tilings  which  had 
evidently  been  left  there  by  white  men.  Among 
other  things  was  a  heap  of  coal,  amounting  to 
several  tons.  Every  thing  was  covered  over 
with  moss,  which  showed  that  they  must  hiive 
been  there  for  ages.  The  relics  are  of  little 
importance  in  themselves ;  and  we  believe  that 
there  is  much  question  among  Arctic  authori- 
ties whether  they  belonged  to  Frobisher's  expedi- 
tion. We  think  the  evidence,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
is  greatly  in  faA'or  of  Mr.  Hall's  hypothesis  in 
respect  to  tliese  relics. 

Assuming  that  Mr.  Hall  is  correct  in  refer- 
ring these  traditions  to  that  expedition,  the  bear- 
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i:ig  upon  researches  into  the  fate  of  Sir  John 
Franklin  is  evident  and  important.  If  the  In- 
nuits  have  preserved  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, for  nearly  three  centuries,  a  tolerably  accu- 
rate account  of  this  expedition,  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain that  they  have  in  their  possession,  and  can 
be  induced  to  communicate,  the  details  of  the  fate 
of  Franklin's  expedition,  which  occurred  within 
the  prj^ent  generation.     If  any  of  these  men  are 


still  living  there  must  be  Innuits  who  know  it, 
and  can  tell  where  they  are  to  be  found.  If  all 
have  perished — since  it  is  almost  certain  that 
they  were  not  lost  at  sea,  but  met  their  doom  on 
shore — there  must  be  Innuits  who  can  tell  how 
and  when  they  died.  To  solve  these  questions 
is  one  of  the  motives  which  have  led  Mr.  Hall 
to  undertake  his  second  expedition  to  the  Arctic 
regions. 
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II TY  father  was  what  is  called  a  small  plant- 

The  idea  generally  prevails  among  Northern 
people  that  planter  is  a  synonym  for  grandee 
and  satrap ;  that  there  are  but  two  classes  of 
whites  among  the  agriculturists  of  the  South — 
the  wealthy  lordlings  and  the  poor  "white  trash." 
The  fiict  is,  there  exists  every  grade  of  planter, 
from  the  owner  of  one  slave  to  the  master  of 
thousands.  The  planters  of  the  South  jiresent 
nothing  like  the  equality  in  wealth  and  social 
influence  that  is  to  be  found  among  Northern 
farmers. 

My  father  was  a  poor  planter,  as  I  was  made 
to  feel  one  day  at  school,  when  a  little  girl,  the 
daughter  of  a  neighboring  planter,  put  the  ques- 
tion, so  common  among  children  at  the  Sontli, 
"How  many  negroes  has  your  father  got,  Poky  ?" 
— ^ly  name  is  Pocahontas. 

"  He's  got  two  men  and  a  big  boy,  five  wo- 
men, and  one  little  baby;  that's  nine,"  I  said, 
counting  them  on  my  fingers. 

"  Only  nine  ?  Why,  Poky,  I'd  be  'shamed  to 
tell  it.  Why,  my  father's  got,  oh !  so  many — 
I  can't  count  them." 

I  heard  of  those  nine  negroes  many  times 
after  that  to  my  shame  and  confusion  :  "  Poky's 
father  hasn't  got  but  nine  negroes." — "We've 
more  than  that  about  the  house." — "Wonder 
wlio  waits  on  them." — "The  white  people  have 
to  work,  I  reckon."  Such  were  some  of  the 
comments  which  reached  me. 

I  dreaded  after  that  being  questioned  concern- 
ing the  number  of  my  father's  slaves  ;  and  when 
quizzed  by  those  people,  to  be  found  every  where, 
who  take  advantage  of  a  child's  years  to  make 
all  manner  of  impertinent  inquiries  concerning 
family  matters,  I  was  seriously  tempted  to  ex- 
aggerate the  number.  Indeed  I  did  once  tell 
Mrs.  Dr.  Henling,  in  answer  to  her  inquiries, 
that  my  father  had  sixteen  working  hands,  but 
did  not  inform  her  that  these  hands  were  equal- 
ly distributed  among  eight  slaves.  I  was  ashamed 
to  have  people  see  them  in  the  field  at  work, 
they  looked  such  a  little  handful,  while  some 
neighboring  fields  were  black  with  the  coveted 
animals.  I  used  to  feel  my  cheek  tingle  when- 
ever a  visitor  rode  up  the  lane  ;  I  knew  he  would 
notice  the  number  of  negro  cabins — only  three: 
he  couldn't  very  well  help  counting  them.  I 
importuned  my  father  as  often  as  I  dared  to 
move  them  to  a  grove  back  of  the  house,  so  that 
every  body  Avho  came  on  the  plantation  needn't 
know  how  few  there  were,  and  to  allow  each  of 
the  women  a  house  to  herself,  so  as  to  increase 
the  number  of  cabins. 

But  though  my  father  was  among  the  least 
wealthy,  there  were  no  very  large  planters  in 
the  neighborhood.  True,  there  was  Mr.  La- 
shure,  recently  from  South  Carolina,  who  liad 
rented  two  farms  of  a  half  section  each  until  he 
could  have  time  for  the  selection  of  a  plantation 
to  his  liking.     He  owned  a  fabulous  number  of 


slaves  of  unadulterated  African  descent — not  a 
mulatto  among  them.  He  was  master  to  over 
a  hundred  negroes ;  but  then  he  was  father  to 
fourteen  children  —  seven  tall,  brawny,  black- 
eyed,  Indian-haired  maiden  daughters,  with  one 
sallow  little  hunchback,  and  six  sons,  short, 
heavy,  dark,  who  were  so  alike  that  I  could  nev- 
er distinguish  them.  His  slaves  numbered  over 
a  hundred,  as  I  have  said  ;  but  when  they  should 
come  to  be  distributed  among  the  fourteen  chil- 
dren, it  Avould  have  to  be  by  long  division,  my 
father  used  to  say.  So  it  was  that  though  the 
Lashnre  ladies  were  the  only  peo])le  in  the  neigh- 
borhood who  came  to  church  in  their  carriage, 
with  their  ebony  coachman  perched  on  the  high 
seat  in  front,  and  their  ebony  maid-servant  seat- 
ed behind,  there  were  others  among  us  antici- 
pating larger  legacies  than  could  fall  to  them. 

Though  there  were  in  our  neighborhood — 
which  was  called  Beechwood — no  lands  of  more 
than  average  fertility ;  no  commercial  advant- 
ages ;  no  fine  building  sites  ;  no  picturesqueness 
of  scenery,  the  country  being  tame  and  monot- 
onous ;  no  superior  Avater  facilities  ;  nothing  to 
redeem  it  from  the  commonplace — yet  locations 
there  were  much  sought ;  the  lands  Avere  valued 
at  a  higher  figure  than  better  soil  ten  miles  re- 
moved ;  and  I  remember  hearing  that  the  ^leth- 
odist  circuit-rider — the  only  preacher  we  saw — 
had  made  the  invidious  remark  that  Beechwood 
was  the  Athens  of  his  circuit.  The  explanation 
of  the  pre-eminence  with  which  our  community 
was  honored  was  to  be  found  in  the  existence 
of  a  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  and,  on  the  next 
hill,  a  white  framed  Methodist  church. 

That  was  an  odd  kind  of  a  school  on  Beech- 
wood Hill,  whose  like,  I  am  sure,  I  shall  never 
again  see.  A  hewn-log  building — a  block-house, 
a  Northerner  would  say — some  eighteen  feet 
square,  constituted  the  school-room,  while  the 
boarding  dc]'artraent  was  comprised  in  what  was 
denominated  a  double  log-house.  This  consist- 
ed of  two  square  rooms  with  an  open  passage- 
way between.  Above  each  of  these  apartments 
was  a  garret  room,  Avith  naught  overhead  save 
the  roof  of  rough  oaken  boards,  which  presented 
but  a  slight  barrier  to  the  almost  tropical  heat 
of  the  sun.  Add  to  this  house  a  single  shed- 
room,  and  you  have  the  entire  building  where, 
year  after  year,  with  the  family  of  the  school- 
teacher, Blr.  Cunningham,  were  congregated  a 
numlier  of  boarders,  varying  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five,  collected  from  the  most  Avealthy  and  influ- 
ential families  for  sixty  miles  around.  These, 
with  the  daughters  of  the  neighboring  planters, 
constituted  the  school — that  sun  whose  genial 
warmth  and  light  permeated  and  invigorated  the 
whole  community.  Think  of  that  log-cabin  In- 
stitution conferring  honors,  granting  gold  med- 
als and  diplomas,  and  every  year  sending  forth 
its  alumni  I  However,  none  need  sneer  at  this  : 
for  though  the  coin-se  of  study  was  not  extens- 
ive, and  the  text-books  were  old-fashioned — 
Murray's  Grammar,  Olney's  Geography,  Pike's 
Arithmetic,  the  English  Reader,  etc  — yet  di- 
l)l()mas  were  never  conferred  unworthily.    There 
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was  no  shallowness  or  make-believe  about  the 
school,  though  there  was  much  that  was  homely 
and  severe. 

To  this  school,  two  miles  distant,  for  three 
and  a  half  years  I  walked  along  a  lonely  road, 
which  led  through  woods  and  skirted  thickets  of 
hazel,  into  which,  during  the  nutting  seasons,  I 
was  constantly  tempted  by  the  clustering  nuts, 
and  from  which  I  was  as  constantly  deterred  by 
fear  of  ninaway  negroes. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  a  desolation  came 
upon  the  neighborhood,  occasioned  by  the  clos- 
ing of  the  famous  school.  The  teacher  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  erected  a  two-story  framed  dwell- 
ing-house in  a  woodland  adjoining  his  former 
residence.  Then,  with  the  old  school  buildings 
as  a  nucleus,  those  famous  academic  grounds 
were  converted  into  a  negro  quarter,  and  those 
classic  shades  became  peopled  by  the  children  of 
an  illiterate  race. 

On  the  extinguishment  of  this  literary  sun 
the  benighted  people  began  to  rub  their  eyes  and 
to  look  around  for  a  candle  or  rush-light,  or 
something  to  take  the  place  of  the  great  lumina- 
ry. All,  by  common  consent,  seemed  to  feel  that 
their  literary  heavens  could  never  again  be  il- 
lumined by  such  aii^  orb  of  light  and  glory, 
"What  shall  we  do  for  a  school?"  "Where 
shall  we  find  a  teacher?"  were  now  the  all-ab- 
sorbing questions.  Some  public-spirited  men, 
apprehensive  with  prophetic  ken  of  the  catas- 
trophe which  had  now  left  us  in  darkness,  had 
by  subscription  secured  an  amount  sufficient  for 
a  school  building,  which  was  soon  in  process  of 
erection.  Arid  then  every  man  in  the  neighbor- 
iiood  seemed  to  consider  himself  a  special  com- 
mittee for  the  procurement  of  a  teacher.  After 
much  consultation  and  disputation — many  sug- 
gestions, and  a  vast  deal  of  advice — a  teacher 
was  engaged,  a  young  man  from  the  village.  lie 
refused  to  take  the  school  until  a  given  amount 
was  guaranteed.  Thus  it  came  that  my  father 
was  required  to  subscribe  three  pupils,  though 
he  had  but  two  children — myself  and  a  sister 
three  years  younger — who  had  hitherto  been  un- 
der my  mother's  tuition. 

The  teacher  boarded  with  us,  and  on  the  even- 
ing ])receding  the  opening  of  the  school  he  and 
my  father  talked  over  the  subject  of  Fanny's 
studying  Latin. 

"She  has  a  head  for  it,"  said  the  teacher, 
running  his  fingers  through  her  thin  white  hair, 
always  brushed  so  carefully.  "Are  you  any 
thing  of  a  phrenologist.  Sir?" 

"No,  I  am  not,"  answered  my  father,  in  a 
loud,  emphatic  tone.  "I  don't  believe  any  man 
can  tell  what  kind  of  a  mind  or  disposition  I've 
got  by  feeling  of  the  bumps  and  knots  on  my 
head.     No,  Sir ;  I  don't  believe  in  bumpology !" 

"Well,  we  won't  discuss  the  matter,  though 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  this  little 
girl  would  learn  languages  with  wonderful  fa- 
cility. She  has  language  unusually  large.  This 
is  indicated  by  a  prominence  of  the  eye  and  by 
a  depression  toward  the  lower  part  of  the  orlnt. 


caused  by  a  development  of  the  cerebrum  in  the 
posterior  upper  part  of  the  orbit  of  the  eye.  The 
possession  of  this  faculty  of  language  will  enable 
the  possessor  to  invent,  learn,  remember,  and 
api)ly  Avith  facility  the  arbitrary  signs  that  stand 
as  the  representatives  of  ideas.  Suppose  we  test 
the  theory.  I  say  this  little  girl  has  language 
large.  Allow  her  to  study  Latin,  and  let  us  see 
if  she  doesn't  acquire  it  with  unusual  facility." 

"Well,  now.  Sir,  I  don't  propose  to  send  my 
child  to  school,  and  pay  out  my  money,  and  to 
have  her  waste  her  time  studying  some  tomfool- 
ery, for  the  sake  of  finding  out  whether  some 
other  tomfoolery  is  right  or  wrong.  No,  Sir, 
I'm  not  such  an  ignoramus  as  you  take  me  for." 

"But,  Sir,  you  surely  will  not  call  the  noble 
Latin  tomfoolery." 

"  It  would  be  tomfoolery  for  her.  What  use 
will  it  ever  be  to  her?  What  good  will  it. do 
her?  Jt  will  do  for  male  teachers  and  preach- 
ers to  study  Latin,  but  what  good  will  it  ever 
do  that  girl*?" 

"It  K-iii  be  of  use  to  her,"  said  my  mother, 
decidedly.  "It  will  give  her  a  better  position 
in  society.  Any  thing  is  useful  which  will  in- 
crease people's  respect  for  you ;  and  you  know 
that  the  world  thinks  well  of  a  good  scholar. 
What  made  our  neighborhood  the  finest  in  all 
this  portion  of  the  State?  and  what  makes  Mr. 
Cunningham  so  respected  wherever  he's  known  ? 
You  may  scold  as  much  as  you  please,  but  it 
won't  alter  tiie  fact  that  education  and  learn- 
ing increase  people's  respectability.  Fanny  can 
study  Latin  without  any  additional  expense  too. 
You've  subscribed  three  scholars,  and  you've  got 
to  pay  for  them.  Fanny  miglit  as  well  take 
Latin  and  save  the  money." 

My  father  made  some  farther  show  of  fight, 
as  was  his  wont,  but  I  knew  it  was  a  settled 
thing  that  Fanny  was  to  study  Latin,  for  my 
mother  seldom  failed  to  carry  her  point. 

I  had  never  before  given  a  second  thought 
to  Fanny's  talents  or  scholarship.  She  was  so 
much  younger,  was  such  a  wee  thing,  we  had 
never  been  brought  into  competition.  True,  my 
mother  had  not  unfrequently  said  to  me  that, 
considering  our  ages,  she  was  the  better  scholar. 
But  on  such  occasions  I  eased  my  heart  by  the 
mental  reply,  "  Oh  I  that's  because  you're  her 
teacher."  Then,  too,  Fanny  often  s])elled  words, 
in  her  shy,  modest  way,  on  whicli  I  had  failed : 
or  she  occasionally  parsed  some  word  which 
had  puzzled  me ;  but  this  momentary  superiori- 
ty had  occasioned  me  but  a  momentary  uneasi- 
ness. What  did  she  know  about  geography,  in 
which  I  was  so  perfectly  at  home?  History — 
what  did  she  know  about  that?  and  hadn't  I 
been  half  through  the  "Child's  First  Book  of 
History?"  And  wasn't  my  "ciphering"  a  pro- 
found mystery  to  her?  I  knew  so  much  of 
which  she  was  ignorant  that  I  had  never  thouglit 
of  her  in  the  light  of  a  rival.  I  had  never  cher- 
ished any  feeling  of  envy  toward  the  little  thing. 
But  from  the  time  when  the  decision  was  nuide 
that  she  was  to  study  Latin  I  became  envious 
of  my  sister.     That  night  I  was  awake  a  long 
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time  for  a  little  girl.  Fanny  was  about  to  en- 
ter a  strange,  mysterious  land,  which  to  me  was 
blockaded.  They  were  going  to  make  a  great 
scholar  of  my  sister ;  they  considered  her  more 
capable  than  I ;  they  thought  more  of  her ;  or 
why  did  they  not  put  me  to  Latin  ? — I  was  the 
older. 

The  following  morning,  as  I  was  turning  the 
grindstone  for  my  father  as  he  held  an  axe 
pressed  to  the  wet,  revolving  stone,  I  broached 
the  subject  prominent  in  my  thoughts. 

"Pa,  is  Fanny  going  to  study  Latin?" 

"I  suppose  so,"  he  replied,  with  a  snarl. 
''Your  mother  will  have  it.  It  'ill  be  just  so 
much  time  thrown  away,  I  suppose ;  but  I'll 
have  to  pay  the  money  anyhow,  and  she  might 
as  well  try  and  get  some  good  of  it." 

"  I  wish  I  could  study  it." 

"Why?"  he  asked,  with  peevish  impatience. 
"What  good  would  it  do  you  if  you  knew  all 
the  Latun  in  the  world  ?" 

"It  will  do  me  as  much  good  as  it  will  Fan- 
ny, and  I  am  older  than  her."  (A  three-years' 
attendance  at  j\Ir.  Cunningham's  famous  school 
had  not  insured  me  against  grammatical  errors.) 
"  May  I  study  it,  father?" 

' '  No.  I  want  you  to  hurry  and  get  through 
your  schooling.  I  can't  be  paying  out  money 
always  for  you.  You  must  get  through  in  two 
vears  at  the  farthest,  and  then  vou  can  teach 
school  yourself,  and  Fanny  can  go  to  school  to 
you,  or  you  can  marry  a  man  with  a  long  row 
of  negro  cabins." 

The  suggestion  of  being  a  school-teacher  wore 
any  thing  but  a  pleasing  aspect,  for  it  was  a  fa- 
miliar thing  to  witness  among  my  school-mates 
the  resentment  occasioned  by  the  slightest  in- 
sinuation that  they  would  ever  engage  in  teach- 
ing. And  "being  educated  for  a  teacher"  w^as 
a  stinging  taunt,  employed  when  deep  mortifi- 
cation was  intended. 

As  we  walked  to  school  that  morning — my  lit- 
tle sister  and  I — I  watched  her  narrowly  to  as- 
certain whether  she  gave  herself  airs ;  but  the  lit- 
tle thing,  in  her  green  gingham  sun-bonnet  and 
blue-checked  aprc  n,  high  in  the  neck  and  long- 
sleeved,  walked  modestly  and  demurely  by  my 
side,  turning  in  her  toes — walking  pigeon-toed 
I  used  to  tell  her — and  now  and  then  stumping 
them  against  some  grub  in  the  newly-cut  road. 
On  such  occasions  she  would  look  up  timidly 
and  apologetically  in  my  face,  and  then  her  eyes 
would  seek  the  ground  as  though  she  meant  to 
to  look  out  for  the  grubs  thereafter. 

It  was  with  considerable  interest  that  I  en- 
tered the  new  school-room.  My  life  had  been 
so  narrow — I  had  never  been  five  miles  from 
my  fiither's  plantation — I  had  seen  so  little  that 
trifles  had  their  interest,  and  the  commonplace 
its  romance.  The  new  white-framed  school- 
house  seemed  palatial.  It  was  an  oblong  build- 
ing with  a  door  on  each  side  and  a  chimney  at 
each  end,  though  there  was  but  one  fire-place 
finished,  rough  planks  being  placed  over  the 
opening  in  the  floor  at  the  other  end. 

Tlie  classes  were  soon  arranged,  for  the  new 


teacher  was  a  Avorker,  and  I  was  engaged  on  an 
example  in  "Tare  and  Tret."  having  for  the 
time  forgotten  Fanny.  But  this  obliviousness 
was  not  to  endure.  The  class  in  Latin  was 
called.  I  looked  up,  and,  amidst  a  number  of 
girls  and  boys  twice  her  size,  I  saw  my  little 
sister  with  a  timid,  half- frightened  manner 
moving  to  the  recitation-bench. 

When  I  think  of  that  nervous,  frightened 
child  for  the  first  time  in  a  school-room,  with 
her  thin,  white,  baby -like  hair  parted  and 
brushed  so  carefully,  and  with  that  pitifully 
timid  look  in  her  large,  honest  blue  eyes,  there 
surges  through  my  heart  such  a  wild  regret, 
such  a  restless,  impatient,  imsubmissiA^e  grief — 
such  remorse.  Oh  could  I  but  relieve  that 
period !  How  would  I  shelter  and  cherish  and 
foster  that  little  sensitive  plant !  It  would  be 
my  happiness  to  lay  the  poor,  timid  child  in  my 
bosom,  and  soothe  her  as  I  would  my  own  baby. 
But  what  a  diflferent  heart  I  carried  then  !  I 
was  envious  of  my  little  sister.  I  cared  no- 
thing that  others  in  the  school  studied  Latin — 
the  advancement,  the  superiority  of  no  other 
pupil  gave  me  any  concern.  My  little  sister, 
whose  improvement  should  have  been  dear  as 
my  own,  of  her  I  was  envious. 

All  my  attention  was^irected  toward  that 
recitation-bench.  There  she  sat,  the  pale,  earn- 
est child  of  nine  years  among  those  great  boys 
and  girls,  looking  straight  at  the  teacher  with 
her  large,  solemn  blue  eyes.  She  was  the  first 
called  upon  to  recite.  How  cruel  my  envy 
made  me!  I  more  than  half  wished  to  have 
her  fail.  Every  eye  was  turned  upon  her — the 
whole  school  was  breathless,  for  Latin  Avas  a 
strange,  mysterious  something  to  those  unschol- 
arly  children  ;  it  had  never  before  been  taught 
in  the  neighborhood.  Soon  her  infantile  voice, 
slightly  tremulous,  broke  the  silence:  "il/wsa, 
imtscr,  imiscvj  invsam,^''  etc. 

"Very  well!  very  well!"  cried  the  teacher, 
cordially.  "Noav  decline  Utcra  backward,  be- 
ginning at  the  ablative  plural." 

I  expected  her  to  fail  on  this  requisition,  as  I 
knew  she  had  been  studying  mvsa  only,  and  I 
was  not  then  aware  that  that  word  represented 
a  class.  To  my  surprise  she  went  through  with 
it  without  hesitating.  Then  the  teacher  cross- 
questioned  her,  passing  from  the  singular  to  the 
plural  number,  skipping  cases,  back  and  forth,  in 
quick  succession.  No  balking,  no  hesitating; 
she  had  it  all  clear  as  light.  JNlurmurs  of  ad- 
miration ran  around  the  room.  I  alone  was 
sullenly  silent.  All  generously  conceded  her 
triumph  except  her  own  sister.  Now  I  tell  of 
her  success  with  pride,  I  would  publish  it  to  the 
world ;  then  I  would  have  wijied  it  out  forever. 

When  the  recitation  was  ended  she  came  to 
her  seat  beside  me,  and  with  a  quiet  happiness 
in  her  eyes  said,  as  she  looked  up  shyly  into  my 
face, 

"We  take  the  second  declension  next  time, 
Poky." 

"Stop  calling  me  Poky,"  I  cried,  snapping 
out  tlie  words,  and  turning  mv  back  upon  her. 
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Oh  that  I  could  again  hear  those  words  from 
that  little  child !  What  care  I  should  take  to 
assure  her  of  my  sympathy,  my  pleasure,  my 
pride ! 

I  do  not  know  how  she  received  those  cruel 
words.  I  was  ashamed  to  look  in  the  child's 
earnest  eyes. 

About  an  hour  later,  with  a  wearied  look  in 
her  pale  face,  my  little  sister  brought  her  head 
close  up' to  mine  and  whispered, 

"Poky,  I've  learned  my  Latin  lesson;  will 
you  please  lend  me  your  slate  and  pencil,  and," 
she  continued,  brightening,  "I'll  draw  your  pic- 
ture, and  you  shall  be  a  lady  with  a  long  dress 
and  a  parasol.      Will  you,  Poky  ?" 

"No,  I  won't;  my  slate's  got  my  sums  on 
it." 

"Is  algebra  nice.  Poky?" 

"Mind  your  business." 

There  was  no  relenting  in  my  ill-humor  dur- 
ing that  mornisg.  In  vain  the  boys  threw  over 
their  hillets-doux  in  the  shape  of  paper  bul- 
lets ;  in  vain  the  girls  across  the  room  spelled 
their  fun  on  their  fingers ;  in  vain  the  teacher 
comrftended  my  aptness  in  mathematics.  All 
availed  me  nothing  so  long  as  I  saw  Mordecai 
sitting  in  the  king's  gate. 

At  noon  as  Fanny  and  I  was  with  the  dinner- 
basket  between  us  on  The  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree 
in  the  shade  of  an  ancient  oak,  she,  speaking 
with  unusual  animation,  said, 

"Poky,  I  wish  you  could  study  Latin;  it's 
funny,  and  I  like  it."  My  impulse  on  hearing 
this  speech  was  to  take  the  little  thing  by  the 
shoulder  and  shake  her  until  she  was  dizzy. 
"But  learning  Latin  makes  any  body  hungry," 
she  added,  with  a  ludicrously  devouring  look  at 
the  dinner-basket  which  I  was  then  uncover- 
ing. 

This  last  remark  was  a  suggestion.  I'd  make 
the  little  hungry,  tired  child  wait  while  I  took 
my  dinner.  I'd  punish  her  for  throwing  her 
Latin  in  my  face  constantly. 

"I  am  older  than  you,"  I  said;  "so  you  sit 
there  and  wait  until  I  have  eaten  my  dinner, 
then  you  can  have  yours." 

Her  great,  solemn  blue  eyes  grew  larger  as 
they  were  fastened  on  my  face  with  a  half-won- 
dering, half-grieved  expression.  She  had  all 
her  life  been  used  to  yielding  her  will  to  mine ; 
so  she  uttered  no  remonstrance,  but  sat  in  silence, 
watching  me  as  with  the  utmost  deliberation  I 
proceeded  to  take  my  dinner.  I  remember  now 
just  what  was  in  the  basket :  two  slices  of  boiled 
ham ;  four  beaten  biscuits  baked  brown  and 
permeated  with  butter,  to  which  they  had  been 
treated  while  smoking  hot  from  the  oven ;  two 
hard-boiled  eggs,  with  a  little  paper  of  salt ;  a 
small  vial  of  sugar-house  molasses,  and  a  bottle 
of  rather  blue  milk.  In  making  my  dinner  I 
chose  the  best  of  every  thing — not  that  I  was  a 
selfish  glutton,  but  that  I  meant  to  punish  my 
sister  for  studying  Latin.  I  knew,  though  I  did 
not  look  at  her  while  taking  my  dinner,  that  she 
kept  her  large  eyes  fastened  on  ray  face,  and  I 
wondered  what  she  was  thinking   about,    and 


what  her  thoughts  of  me  were  like.  Having 
finished  my  dinner,  I  set  the  basket  on  the  log, 
and  ran  off  to  play,  regardless  of  the  look  of  en- 
treaty from  the  poor  child  who  had  never  before 
been  from  her  mother's  side. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  session  we  started 
on  our  walk  of  two  miles  home.  The  teacher, 
after  inquiring  if  we  knew  the  way,  walked  on 
and  soon  left  us  behind, 

"  There !"  I  cried  in  a  harsh,  upbraiding  tone, 
when  he  was  out  of  hearing,  "if  it  wasn't  for 
you  I  might  go  along  with  Mr.  Woodbridge. 
I'm  sure  I'd  rather  talk  with  him  than  with  such 
a  simpleton  as  you.  Do  come  along!  What  a 
great  poky  you  are ! " 

"You're  Poky,"  she  replied,  with  a  little 
laugh,  in  allusion  to  my  name. 

This  clever  rejoinder  froni  the  little  thing  I 
punished  by  angrily  crying  out,  "None  of  your 
impertinence,  or  I'll  go  off"  and  leave  you !" 

This  threat  silenced  her  at  once,  and  occa- 
sioned her  to  send  neiwous,  timid  glances  into 
the  shadowy,  darkening  woods  through  which 
the  new  road  wound,  and  which  she  believed  to 
be  haunted  by  fugitive  slaves. ,  Then  I  hurried 
on  as  rapidly  as  I  could  walk,  forcing  the  child 
to  a  run.  After  a  while  I  remarked  the  weary 
thump,  thump  of  her  little  feet,  and  her  quick, 
short  breathing  Avith,  every  now  and  then,  a  fall 
as  her  foot  struck  a  grub  or  other  impediment 
in  the  rough  road  :  still  there  was  no  complaint, 
no  remonstrance  from  the  patient  child. 

"Why  don't  you  come  along?"  I  screamed 
every  few  minutes.  "  You  needn't  think  to  keep 
me  traveling  at  this  snail's  pace  much  longer. 
"It'll  be  dark  before  we  get  home.  I  don't 
mean  to  wait  for  you  any  longer,"  I  said,  at 
length,  and  started  off"  at  a  brisk  run. 

"  Oh,  wait  for  me.  Poky !"  I  heard  my  little 
sister  cry  out  in  pitiful  accents ;  but  my  merci- 
less feet  only  moved  the  swifter. 

However,  I  dared  not  go  home  without  her, 
so  at  a  turn  in  the  road  I  hid  in  a  clump  of  un- 
dergrowth by  the  way.  Ere  long  I  caught  the 
sound  of  her  frightened  sobbing,  and  soon  she 
came  in  sight,  running,  but  oh,  so  heavily,  as 
though  each  step  must  be  her  last !  My  first 
thought  was  to  spring  from  the  thicket  with 
some  frightful  noise,  but  I  allowed  her  to  pass. 
Siie  kept  on  running  as  rapidly  as  her  little  tired 
limbs  would  permit,  while  I  followed  leisurely, 
enjoying  her  suffering. 

A  little  child,  friglitened,  foot-sore,  and  weary, 
alone  on  a  lonely  rond  with  darkening  woods 
around,  and  sobbing  piteously,  oh !  there  is  ter- 
ror and  torture  in  that  memory. 

After  a  time,  from  sheer  weariness,  she  ceased 
running ;  then  I  ran  softly  until  within  a  few 
yards,  when  I  uttered  an  unearthly  noise.  With 
a  cry  of  terror  she  sank  to  the  ground,  but  not 
until  she  had  turned  her  head  to  ascertain  the 
horror  which  was  upon  lier.  Seeing  me,  the  poor 
little  thing  tried  to  smile.  For  the  remainder 
of  our  walk  I  endeavored  to  banish  unpleasant 
things  from  her  mind,  for  I  had  become  appre- 
hensive that  she  might  report  my  treatment.    In 
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such  an  event  I  knew  that  severe  punishment 
awaited  me,  for  my  father  was  a  hard  man. 

*'Well,  how  do  you  like  school,  Fanny?" 
asked  our  mother,  as  tlie  child  came  in  iier  long 
night-dress  to  kiss  her  good-night. 

"Some  of  it  I  like;  I  love  to  study  Latin, 
and  I  love  at  noon  to  see  the  girls  play,  and  I 
like  the  dinner.  Mother,  it  tastes  better  than 
warm  dinners  at  home." 

My  eyes  fell,  for  I  expected  to  hear  the  whole 
story  of  my  playing  mistress  at  dinner.  But  not 
a  word  was  there  concerning  my  cruel  treat- 
ment. Emboldened  by  her  generous  silence,  on 
the  folloMing  day  I  renewed  my  persecutions. 
These  were  followed  by  a  series  of  petty  annoy- 
ances, studied  slights,  and  grievous,  cruel  wrongs 
through  weeks  of  patient  long-suilcring.  Still 
the  child  did  not  seem  to  lose  her  confidence  in 
me.  She  deferred  to  my  judgment,  yielding 
her  will  to  mine,  and  when  my  ])ersecution  re- 
lented there  was  something  like  a  return  of  her 
former  sober,  undemonstrative  kind  of  affection. 
But  in  general  her  great  thoughtful  eyes  studied 
my  face  with  a  frightened,  inquiring  look,  as 
though  endeavoring  to  ascertain  wliat  new  tor- 
ture awaited  her.  In  the  mean  while  she  went 
steadily  forward  in  her  Latin  to  the  delight  of 
her  teacher,  and  was  the  wonder  and  talk  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  the  pride  of  her  mother. 
Had  she  faltered,  had  she  occasionally  failed  in 
a  recitation,  I  might  have  oftener  forgotten  to  be 
unkind  ;  but  that  perpetual  perfection — for  her 
recitations  were  nothing  less  than  perfection — 
was  unpardonable. 

It  was  not  long  before  she  came  home  with  a 
quiet  exultation  in  her  eyes. 

"Father,"  she  said,  as  he  sat  on  the  rude 
piazza  in  his  shirt -sleeves,  "I  must  have  a 
Latin  Reader.     We  are  going  to  translating  " 

"A  Latun  Reader!"  he  cried,  ])eevishly 
"And  \yhat  good,  I  should  like  to  know,  is  all 
this  Latun  to  do  you  ?  It  won't  help  you  to  earn 
your  bread  ;  it  won't  buy  you  a  frock.  No  man 
will  marry  you  any  sooner  for  having  your  head 
filled  with  Latun.  I  don't  intend  to  work  my- 
self to  death  to  fdl  the  house  with  Latun  books. 
Here,  I've  been  picking  cotton  all  day — working 
just  like  a  negro — and  I  don't  mean  to  spend  all 
I  make  buying  books  that  arc  of  no  earthly  use 
to  any  body !" 

Fanny  looked  with  a  solemn  kind  of  wonder- 
ment at  her  father  during  this  rain  of  words, 
while  I  secretly  rejoiced  at  the  mortification 
which  I  well  knew  she  must  feel.  ]My  ])Oor  mo- 
ther—  I  don't  know  what  we  might  have  suf- 
fered, but  that  she  stood  between  her  children 
and  their  father's  harshness, 

"  The  child  can't  study  Latin  without  books," 
she  very  quietly  remarked  on  this  occasion. 

"Well,  and  who  cares  to  have  her  study 
Ljntim?     What  good  will  it  ever  do  her?" 

"Educated  peoj)le  are  more  thought  of  than 
ignorant  peojde,  as  yon  should  know."  [My 
mother  hadn't  learned  the  arguments  in  defense 
of  classical  education.  Her  mind  saw  but  one 
advantage.]      "Isn't  it  any  thing  to  be  talked 


about  and  praised  by  the  whole  neighborhood, 
as  Fanny  is?  There's  Oliver  Lashure,  he's  al 
ways  talking  about  her.  lie  remarked,  in  a 
comi)any  of  gentlemen  in  the  village  the  other 
day,  that  she  was  a  j)rodigy.  And  just  see  how 
every  body  notices  her  at  cliurch.  I  care  some- 
thing for  what  peojde  think  of  me.  I've  got 
some  pride  I  Your  father  never  did  have  anv 
pride,"  she  continued,  turning  to  me.  "The 
family  would  have  gone  to  the  dogs  lon^  before 
this  but  for  me.  I've  kept  your  heads  above 
water." 

I  longed  to  side  with  my  father  in  reference 
to  the  Reader;  and  I  could  have  done  so  with 
some  propriety,  as  my  toes  were  out,  and  my 
mother  had  that  morning  answered  my  petition 
for  a  new  pair  of  shoes  by  the  information,  im- 
patiently given,  that  she  had  no  money  to  spend 
for  slioes.  But  there  was  nothing  I  so  much 
I  dreaded  as  that  my  envious  feeling  toward  my 
sister  should  be  susjjected.  jNIy  father  yielded, 
as  he  generally  did  after  a  certain  show  of  com- 
bativeness,  and  the  Reader  was  purchased.  On 
the  day  that  the  book  was  placed  in  her  hands 
I  was  almost  wild  with  rage  and  indignation. 
There  were  my  toes  staring  into  my  face  through 
my  yawning  shoes,  yet  there  was  money  for  Fan- 
ny's Latin  book :  I  could  have  torn  it  into  inch 
pieces  !  I  v/as  hungry  fdl"  my  sister's  hapjiiness, 
her  comfort,  her  pleasure.  That  morning  in 
school  I  could  not  stud}-;  my  mind  was  seeking 
some  new  m.isery  for  her.  It  was  not  until  I 
saw  the  girls  at  noon  assembling  for  play  that  I 
made  my  decision.  No  one  enjoyed  the  games 
at  noon  more  than  did  Fanny  in  her  quiet  way. 
On  this  particular  day,  being  pleased  with  her 
Reader  and  with  the  fables  she  had  been  trans- 
lating, she  came  to  her  play  with  the  right  mind 
for  its  full  enjoyment.  I  was  the  leading  spirit 
on  the  play-ground,  and  I  determined  to  exclude 
my  sister  from  the  game.  So  I  stood  up  there, 
and  called  one  name  after  another  until  every 
girl  in  the  school  was  embraced  except  Fanny. 
And  there  the  poor  child  stood  slighted,  morti- 
fied, disappointed,  grieved.  She  stood  for  a 
moment,  and  then  turned  and  walked  into  the 
deserted  school-room  companionless. 

But  my  unkindness  could  not  defraud  Fanny 
of  the  dee])  pleasure  she  found  in  her  Latin  Read- 
er. What  wonderful  stories  I  used  to  hear  from 
her  about  beasts  and  fishes  and  birds  that  talked 
and  quarreled,  plotted  and  waged  battles.  What 
a  marvel  the  child  seemed  ;  so  clearly  and  accu- 
rately and  invariably,  with  mathematical  ]ire- 
cision,  getting  the  author's  meaning!  How 
strange  those  things  sounded  conveyed  in  her 
babyish  voice — so  hated  then,  so  sweet  to  mem- 
ory now  ! 

In  the  mean  time  there  was  on  my  part  a  cease- 
less crossing  of  her  wishes,  a  systematic  wound- 
ing of  her  tender  nature.  I  studiously  excluded 
her  from  my  jiastimcs ;  but  for  this  she  found 
comfort  in  her  dolls.  On  Saturdays,  and  when 
the  weather  ke])t  us  from  school,  she  would  sit 
jdaying  with  these  pupjiets,  holding  grave,  mo- 
therlv  converse  with  them;  assuming  the  char- 
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acter  of  teacher,  her  pupils  avouM  recite  Latin  by 
the  hour.  I  felt  that  through  these  dolls  I  could 
give  her  a  blow,  and  the  opportunity  was  soon 
offered. 

One  morning  during  the  summer  vacation  my 
old  teacher,  Mr.  Cunningham,  called.  My  mo- 
ther was  very  proud  of  Fanny's  scholarship — 
poor  woman !  slie  had  little  else  upon  which  to 
pride  herself — and  on  this  morning,  as  was  her 
wont  when  we  had  visitors,  she  summoned  my 
sister  to  read  and  translate  some  Latin.  This 
she  did  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  the  en- 
thusiastic admiration  of  Mr.  Cunningham.  He 
perched  her  on  his  knee,  patted  her  pale  cheek, 
stroked  her  fair  hair,  and  kissed  her  noble  brow 
again  and  again.  He  took  her  by  the  shoulders, 
and  shook  her  with  affectionate  playfulness,  say- 
ing that  he  meant  some  niglit  to  come  and  steal 
her,  and  have  her  for  his  little  girl,  and  asking 
her  if  she  would  marry  him  if  he  should  put  a 
spider  in  Mrs.  Cunningham's  dnnii)ling.  He 
didn't  notice  me,  except  to  remark  that  I  ran  up 
like  a  bad  weed. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  my  mother 
went  to  make  a  call  on  a  neighbor.  There  was 
such  bitterness  in  my  heart  toward  my  sister 
that  I  would  not  allow  her  to  speak  to  me.  She 
went  to  the  garret,  and  brought  down  all  her  dolls 
and  dolls'  clothes.  There  were  some  wonderful 
specimens  of  dress-making  and  millinery  among 
them.  She  had  never  had  a  doll  or  toy  bought 
for  her — our'father  didn't  believe  in  throwing 
money  away  on  such  fooling — and  it  had  cost 
her  a  vast  deal  of  work,  and  a  vast  deal  of  trading 
and  bargaining  to  get  her  dolls,  and  to  clothe 
them.  She  loved  them  as  her  life.  There  was 
quite  an  array  of  rag-dolls  without  legs — which 
deformity  was  concealed  by  their  long  dresses — 
and  without  shoulders,  being  the  same  size  all 
the  way  down,  which  were,  however,  fortunate  in 
the  possession  of  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth,  in  the 
shape  of  little  daubs  of  ink.  These  were  dear 
to  her,  because  the  work  of  her  own  lumds  ;  but 
her  heart's  idol  was  a  little  store-doll,  as  she 
called  it,  which  she  had  named  Florine.  This 
young  lady  had  a  wonderful  quantity  of  hair, 
dressed  very  high,  with  a  tall  comband  wiih  great 
puffs  against  her  small  old-womanish  face  Her 
chief  ^charm,  however,  consisted  in  the  fact  that 
she  was  jointed,  and  could  be  made  to  sit  down 
and  to  move  her  arms.  Fanny  had  purchased 
it  from  one  of  her  school-mates  at  the  price  of  one 
hundred  peaches  and  eleven  bouquets,  which 
patiently,  morning  after  morning,  she  was  for 
weeks  engaged  in  delivering. 

It  was  a  cruelty  more  cruel  than  the  grave  to 
consign  to  the  flames,  as  I  did  that  afternoon, 
those  little  doll  dresses  and  bonnets  which  she 
had  been  at  such  pains  in  making ;  those  pre- 
cious bits  of  lace  and  ribbon  and  finery,  those 
dear  rag-dolls,  and,  above  all,  Florine,  the  beauti- 
ful, the  beloved.  One  by  one  I  dropped  them 
on  the  glowing  coals,  and  saw  them  as  they 
browned,  shriveled,  flashed  into  flame,  and  then 
died  to  ashes.  Fanny  stood  by  crying,  wringing 
her  hands,  and  beseeching  me  to  desist.     When 


'  I  held  up  Florine,  swaying  and  dancing  her  over 
the  coals,  the  child's  ])leadings  were  as  those  of 
!  a  mother  for  the  life  of  her  babe.     When  she 
I  saw  the  loved  form  stretched  on  the  cruel  coals, 
j  she  snatched  it  half-consumed  to  her  heart,  and, 
with  the  lamentation  of  Rachel  for  her  slain 
children,  threw  herself  on  her  face.     I  went  out 
of  the  room  for  some  moments,  and  when  I  re- 
turned she  had  gone  up  to  the   garret.     That 
night,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  Fanny  entered 
a  complaint  against  her  persecutor.     My  mo- 
ther on  her  return  found  the  child  with  eyes 
swollen    and    head  throbbing.     After   repeated 
inquiries  and  much  urging  her  great  sorrow  burst 
from  her  amidst  sobs  and  tears  : 

"  Oh  !  mother,  Poky  burned  all  my  dolls  and 
their  little  dresses,  and  Florine — she  looked  so 
l)itiful — oh  !  oh  !" 

It  may  gratify  the  reader  to  learn  that  for  the 
following  week  I  was  kept  on  bread  and  water. 
But  poor  Fanny  was  inconsolable.  She  resolute- 
ly declined  my  mother's  offer  to  purchase  her 
a  new  doll  with  joints.  Florine's  place  in  her 
heart  should  never  ha  yielded  to  another  dolly. 
Such  seemed  to  be  her  feeling. 

Time  rolled  on,  and  my  sister  advanced  with 
a  sure,  firm  tread  through  Cicsar  and  Virgil  and 
Cicero,  Livy  and  Sallust  and  Horace,  and  all 
the  way  with  my  envious  eyes  following  her,  for 
time  did  not  cure  my  mind  of  its  shameful  dis- 
ease. I  was  not  proud  that  all  the  neighbors 
remarked  the  steady,  unfaltering  pace  with  which 
that  little  girl  kei)t  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
great  boys,  with  the  young  Lashures,  and  the 
physician's  sons,  and  with  my  old  teacher's  boys. 
My  family-pride  was  not  gratified.  I  did  not 
care  to  rise  on  her  shoulders.  I  only  felt  that  I 
was  overshadowed  by  my  younger  sister.  Had 
she  been  my  senior  I  might  have  taken  pride 
in  her  success,  but  to  be  eclipsed  by  a  child  so 
many  years  my  junior,  in  that  was  the  humilia- 
tion. Even  to  this  day  I  can  never  see  great 
superiority  in  a  younger  brother  or  sister  without 
a  feeling  of  regret. 

I  have  said  that  time  failed  to  cure  my  heart 
of  its  envy.  I  assumed  a  superiority  which  I 
did  not  always  feel,  in  all  matters  where  my 
sister  was  concerned.  She  possessed  a  quiet 
humor,  a  dry  kind  of  wit,  which  I  should  have  . 
enjoyed  in  another ;  but  in  her  they  failed  to 
call  out  any  appreciativesmile  or  remark.  When 
she  was  speaking  I  made  it  a  matter  of  habit  to 
appear  indifferent  or  absorbed,  and.as  she  warmed 
and  glowed  I  became  cold  and  listless.  I  never 
noticed  a  remark  of  hers  unless  it  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  censure  or  criticise.  Now  I  could 
almost  feel  amused  at  the  ridiculously  stiffened 
countenance  I  would  assume  whenever  my  sister 
spoke.  Particularly  at  her  quaint  wit  and  droll 
humor  would  my  features  grow  rigid  as  steel. 

Fanny  w\as  just  turned  fourteen  when  our  fa- 
ther died.  My  mother,  witii  her  purse  released 
from  his  penurious  grasp,  was  led  by  her  pride 
into  extravagances  unwarranted  by  her  limited 
means.  Fanny  and  I  were  placed  in  an  ex- 
pensive boarding-school  where  a  large  outlay  in 
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dressing  was  demanded.     There  we  were  put  to 
the  study  of  music,  in  accordance  with  her  long- 
cherished  wisli.     Tlien  a  carriage  and  a  sjian  of 
handsome  iron-gray  horses  were  purchased,  and, 
shortly  afterward,  a  jyiano  und  new  parlor  furni- 
ture, i)reparatory  to  my  dchut  as  a  young  lady. 
Some  thirteen  months  after  my  father's  death 
the  last  i)aynient  on  the  jilantation,  amounting 
to  some  four  hundred  dollars,  foil  due.     My  mo- 
tlier,  already  jiaying  heavy  interest  on  borrowed 
money,  sold  one  of  the  slave  women  to  meet  the 
payment.     Her  husband  becoming  dissatisfied, 
with  his  son,  a  lad  of  sixteen  years,  made  good 
his  escape  to  Canada,  from  which  quarter  he 
sent  us  a  letter  of  adieus,  not,  however,  until 
my  mother  had  s])ent  three  hundred  dollars  in 
cft'orts  to  recover  tlie  fugitives.     Well,  all  these  I 
things  together  brought  a  large  debt  upon  the  , 
estate,  and  one  day,  some  three  years  after  my  ' 
father's  death,  the  farm  and  negroes  were  sold  ^ 
at  auction.     j\ly  mother  took  a  small  house  in  | 
the  village  and  advertised  a  spare  room  for  gen- : 
tlemen  boarders  that  never  came.     About  this  I 
time  Fanny,  who  had  always  been  a  tiny,  deli-  ! 
cate  thin;i,  gave  indications  of  having  inherited  ' 
the  seeds  of  consumption  from  our  father's  fam- 
ily. '  She  began  to  decline  rapidly,  and  my  mo- 
ther, with  whom  she  was  always  the  favorite, 
became  absorbed  in  the  care  of  the  sick  girl. 

"Pocahontas,"  said  my  mother,  as  she  per- 
ceived that  her  advertisement  for  gentlemen 
boarders  remained  unanswered, "  Isuppose  you'll 
have  to  go  to  teaching;  I  don't  see  any  other 
way.  Somebody  must  do  something.  Fanny 
can't,  and  I  don't  see  what  I  can  do." 

Had  I  been  sentenced  to  the  gallows  I  could 
scarcely  have  felt  Avorse  than  on  heaving  this 
from  my  mother,  convinced,  as  I  was,  that  she 
spoke  the  truth.     But  I  passed  weeks  after  this 
in  irresolution  and  inactivity.      I  had  a  feel- 
ing that  to  sit  there  in  that  ])oor  house,  in  my  , 
shabby  dress,  witli  my  sister  sick  and  with  Avant  r 
staring  us  in  the  face — to  sit  there  doing  nothing  i 
was  less  disgraceful  than  to  go  to  Avork.      Such  ; 
is  the  unhealthy  sentiment  which  slavery  en-  \ 
genders.  I 

However,  after  a  time,  feeling  that  stan-ation 
was  at  the  door,  I  summoned  suflicient  courage  i 
to  answer  an  advertisement  for  a  visiting  goA-- 
erness  to  take  charge  of  the  instruction  of  a  lit-  j 
tie  boy  and  girl  in  an  adjoining  village.     In  a  ; 
few  days  I  reeeiA'ed  a  letter  from  the  mother,  | 
<'ontaining  information  in  reference  to  the  situ-  ' 
ation,  and  stating  that,  jirovided  I  could  teach  ; 
Latin,  the  position  Avas  at  my  acceptance.     1 1 
wcmdered  Avhat  my  father  Avould  say  to  this ! 
Here  Avas  Avhat  ])romised  to  be  a  pleasant  situa-  [ 
tion,  with  liglit  labors  and  good  j)ay,  from  Avhich 
I  was  shut  of!'l)y  my  ignorance  of  Latin,  Avhich 
he  had  ahvays  pronounced  a  useless  study  for 
me. 

On  the  day  that  I  received  the  letter  my  sis- 
ter Avas  lying  on  a  lounge,  her  usually  i>ale  face 
liglited  by  a  beautiful  Hush.  I  did  not  a|)prcci- 
ate  her  condition.  I  saw  her  every  day  uj)  and 
dressed,    uncomplaining  and   looking  Avell.       I 


had  no  thought  that  she  Avas  near  the  Dark 
RiA'er.  Her  sickness  had  Avrought  no  material 
change  in  njy  manner.  There  Avas  no  oi)en 
]»ersecutiun ;  but  I  Avas  cold,  and  endeavored  to 
make  the  ])Oor  girl  feel  my  indiflerence  to  her 
health  and  comfort.  1  have  not  the  memory  of 
a  single  kind  or  sisterly  act  performed  for  her 
to  comfort  me  now. 

j\Iy  mother,  I  su))pose,  had  acquainted  Fanny 
Avith  my  disqualification  for  the  gOA-erness's  place; 
for  in  my  jjjans,  and  arrangements,  and  confi- 
dences I  comj)letely  ignored  her  existence. 

"Poky,"  she  said,  shyly  and  timidly. 

I  merely  lifted  my  eyes  to  her  face  in  token 
that  I  heard  her;  I  Avould  not  condescend  to 
speak. 

'•You  knoAA--,  if  you  could  get  that  place,  mo- 
ther Avould  give  u])  this  house  and  go  to  N , 

so  that  you  could  board  at  home ;  and  Pve  been 
thinking  that  you  might  study  Latin  at  home. 
You  are  very  clever;  you  could  learn  so  much 
faster  than  the  boy,  you  know.  In  tAVO  or  three 
Aveeks  you  could  acquire  all  that  a  child  of  his 
age  could  learn  in  a  year.  Your  perceptions 
are  so  quick,  you'd  not  be  likely  to  find  any^dif- 
ficulty,  and  if  you  should,  I —  Well,  you  know 
I'A-e  studied  it  a  great  many  years,  and  perhaps 
I  might  be  able  to  help  you,  you  knoAv,  Poky," 
she  said,  depreeatingly,  and  Avitli  a  j'itiful,  be- 
seeching tone. 

As  I  remember  it  noAv,  I  hear  in  that  tone 
the  pleading  of  a  slighted,  heart-crushed  sister. 
Then  I  believe  I  could  liaA'c  Avalked  up  to  her 
and  taken  her  life — the  little  chit  of  a  girl  ])ro- 
posing  to  teach  me  Latin ! 

"Fanny,"  I  said,  trembling  in  CA-ery  muscle 
Avith  rage,  "  if  you  cA'cr  mention  your  Latin  to 
me  again  I  am  afraid  I  shall  kill  you.  You 
have  been  the  bane  of  my  existence.  You  liaA-e 
caused  me  all  the  unhappincss  I  CA-er  knew.  I 
hate  you,  and  I'd  sec  you  starA'c  before  I'd  learn 
any  thing  from  you." 

I  Avas  too  excited  to  mark  narroAvly  the  effect 
of  my  Avords.  I  observed,  howcAcr,  that  Avhen 
I  had  finished  speaking  she  covered  her  face 
Avith  her  hand,  closed  her  eyes,  and  lay  very 
quiet,  Avhile  I  SAvept  from  the  room. 

Those  cruel  Avords  Avere  the  last  I  s])oke  to 
my  sister.  I  found  in  a  distant  State  a  situa- 
tion as  resident  gOA-erness  at  a  poor  salary  in 
no  very  ]ileasant  family.  I  did  not  begrudge 
the  remittances  Avhich  Avent  to  the  support  of 
my  UKjther  and  sister.  Indeed,  I  enjoyed  the 
thought  that  my  sister  was  in  a  degree  de])end- 
ent  upon  me.  Occasional  betters  ])asscd  betAvcen 
my  mother  and  myself,  but  they  contained  no 
messages  for  or  from  Fanny.  I  don't  know 
Avhcther  or  not  my  mother  ol)sorved  this.  Per- 
haps she  excusi'd  their  absence,  on  the  one  liand, 
from  the  general  character  Avhich  I  gave  my  let- 
ters, and  on  the  other  from  my  sister's  sickness. 
As  I  have  before  said,  I  did  not  aj>preciate  my 
sister's  condition.  "  Fanny  is  a  little  better  this 
morning" — "Your  sister  docs  not  seem  cpiite  so 
Avell  to-day" — I  Avoidd  read  from  my  mother's 
letters;   but  had  I  believed  her  to  be  near  cter- 
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nity  I  know  I  should  have  been  afraid  to  hate 
her.  Indeed,  being  removed  from  her,  there 
was  considerable  abatement  in  the  bitterness  of 
my  feeling.  I  had  a  position  in  Southern  Illi- 
nois, where  teachers  are  honored,  and  the  thought 
that  the  great  scholar  of  the  family  was  lying  at 
home  a  useless  burden,  dependent  upon  me,  con- 
tributed much  to  the  softening  of  my  heart  to- 
ward her.  Besides,  I  had  been  diligently  en- 
gaged since  my  residence  there' in  the  study  of 
Latin,  accepting  occasional  aid  from  the  Epis- 
copal minister  of  the  place.  I  was  apt  to  learn ; 
my  mind  was  disciplined.  I  advanced  rapidly, 
and  in  a  few  months  was  reading  and  translat- 
ing Virgil  with  fluency.  Then,  as  my  sister's 
superiority  in  this  direction  gradually  lessened, 
my  envy  diminished.  I  regretted  that  I  had 
not  at  an  earlier  date  undertaken  the  Latin. 
Fanny  and  I  might  have  held  pleasant  compan- 
ionship together;  we  might  have  loved  each  oth- 
er. I  felt  that  it  would  be  pleasant  to  have  the 
love  of  a  noble  nature.  Fanny's  quaint  fun,  her 
droll  humor,  her  originality  and  freshness  of 
mindftier  meekness  and  long-suffering,  began  to 
be  remembered.  There  were  some  faint  yearn- 
ings toward  my  misused  sister,  some  desires  for 
a  pleasanter  relation  with  her.  "The  next  time 
I  write  to  mother  I'll  send  Fanny  a  message,"  I 
said  one  day.  That  night  I  had  a  telegram  re- 
questing me  to  hasten  home,  as  my  sister  was 
dying.  The  first  thought  which  came  to  me  on 
reading  this  almost  paralyzed  me  with  horror. 
My  sister  will  take  those  cruel  words  of  mine 
into  Eternity  with  her ;  she  will  never  know  of 
my  penitence ;  she  will  never  pronounce  my  for- 
giveness. 

"  Hurry !  hurry !  hurry !"  was  about  all  they 
could  draw  from  me  as  they  made  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  my  departure.  The  boat,  al- 
most as  soon  as  we  started,  entered  upon  a  race 
with  another  steamer ;  and  while  the  other  lady 
passengers  cowered  and  trembled  at  the  fearful 
speed  at  which  we  moved,  I  exulted.  Often,  as 
I  stood  on  the  guards  watcliing  the  mad  dash  of 
the  turbid  waters  as  we  sped  down  the  mighty 
river,  and  thinking  of  my  sister  as  dead,  I  was 
tempted  to  throw  myself  under  the  wheel,  where 
death  was  certain,  and  in  the  land  of  spirits  seek 
her  whom  I  had  so  injured,  and  win  her  forgive- 
ness. 

At  last  I  was  set  down  at  home.  With  a  fear- 
ful dread  I  remarked  that  there  was  not  a  sound 
or  look  of  life  about  the  house.  The  doors  and 
blinds  were  all  closed,  though  it  was  a  beautiful 
day  in  May,  and  the  soft,  sweet  air  would  have 
been  grateful  to  an  invalid's  cheek.  As  I  turned 
the  door-knob  I  perceived  a  knot  of  crape.  Then 
I  crept  softly  into  the  little  parlor  where  I  knew 
she  must  be  lying.  An  open  rose-wood  coffin 
rested  on  the  chairs.  I  opened  the  shutters,  and 
drew  back  the  curtains ;  then  I  stood  beside  the 
coffin  and  looked  for  the  last  time  upon  the  face 
of  my  little  sister.  Those  solemn,  blue  eyes 
with  a  heartache  look  in  them,  were  closed  for- 
ever ;  the  droll,  wistful  mouth  was  rigid ;  over 
the  meek,  patient  heart  the  faithful  hands  were 
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folded.  On  the  brow,  which  had  a  look  of  al- 
most painful  intellectuality,  rested  a  wreath  of 
white  rose-buds. 

This  much  I  remarked,  and  turned  to  go, 
when  a  blindness,  a  darkness — the  darkness  of 
despair  and  the  horrible  pit — enveloped  me,  and 
I  plunged  headlong. 

' ' '  Tell  Poky  that  I  forgive  her. ' "  This,  ut- 
tered by  my  mother  in  a  tone  of  insistence,  was 
the  first  thing  I  remember  after  my  fall  by  my 
sister's  coffin.  The  words  had  just  arrested  my 
attention,  though  my  poor  mother  had  been  re- 
peating them  to  me  a  hundred  times  a  day  for 
more  than  a  week. 

"  What  is  that  you  say  ?"  I  cried,  starting  up 
in  bed.      "  Who  said  that?" 

"  Your  sister  said  it,  dear,  your  sister  Fanny  ; 
and  she  left  her  love,  and  some  messages  for  you. 
Would  you  like  to  hear  them?" 

"Yes,  tell  me,"  I  said,^  eagerly  ;  *'  tell  me  all 
about  it.     Make  haste ! " 

"A  little  while  before  she  went,"  responded 
my  mother,  "Fanny  called  me  to  her,  and  said, 
'  Mother,  I  sha'n't  last  until  Poky  gets  here, 
and  when  she  finds  me  dead  and  gone  forever 
she'll  feel  very  sorry  for  some  things  ;  but  tell 
her,  mother,  that  I  forgive  her,  and  that  I  have 
loved  her  all  along,  for  she  was  my  own,  own 
sister.  She'll  want  to  do  something  for  me — I 
know  she  will — and  tell  her  to  plant  a  rose-bush 
over  my  grave  ;  tell  her  I  meant  to  ask  her  to  do 
so  with  my  arms  around  her  neck,  but  they'll  be 
stiff  when  she  comes.  So,  mother,  kneel  down 
here,  and  kiss  me  for  poor  dear  Poky.'  And  that 
was  all  she  said." 

I  heard  and  understood  and  devoured  every 
word  my  mother  had  spoken,  and  I  wept — the 
despair  was  gone. 

PRESIDENT  MONROE  AND  HIS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

THE  period  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  to  the  4th  of 
March,  1825,  is  justly  regarded  as  the  golden 
age  of  our  political  history.  It  will  be  well  for 
the  present  generation  to  make  themselves  fa- 
miliar with  its  incidents  and  their  lessons.  It 
was  the  transition-period  between  the  patriotic 
devotion  of  the  Revolution  and  the  dominant 
selfishness  of  the  present  day.  The  native  sa- 
gacity \\hh  whicli  our  early  statesmen  baffled 
the  diplomatic  skill  and  intrigue  of  Europe  had 
ripened  by  the  practical  experience  of  thirty 
years  in  the  administration  of  affairs.  Private 
interests  had  not  swelled  to  such  enormous  mag- 
nitude as  to  keep  the  ablest  of  our  men  from 
engaging  in  the  public  service.  Party-spirit 
had  not  eaten  out  a  just  concern  for  the  honor 
of  the  country.  Slavery  had  not  extinguished 
patriotism  in  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
John  Adams,  Jefferson,  Marshall,  and  others, 
who  had  been  the  pilots  of  the  nation  through 
the  stormy  sea  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  fa- 
thers of  the  Constitution,  were  still  alive.  Mad- 
ison, Monroe,  Rufus  King,  William  Pinckney, 
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and  many  otliers,  had  participated  in  the  organi- 
zation of  tlie  Government,  and  shared  the  anx- 
ieties of  the  "  Second  AYar  of  Independence ;"  by 
which,  whatever  else  it  did  or  failed  to  do,  the 
public  contempt  of  Europe,  that  had  been  our 
shield  from  aggression,  was  exchanged  for  the 
profound  conviction  that  we  were  best  to  be  "let 
alone."  During  this  administration  occurred 
that  extraordinary  lull  in  party  strife  among  us 
which  is  still  known  as  the  "era  of  good  feel- 
ings." So  completely  had  party-spirit  died  out 
that  Mr.  Monroe  was  elected  to  his  second  term 
by  every  vote  of  the  electoral  colleges  but  one 
solitary  dissentient.  The  truth  is,  that  after  the 
experiences  of  the  war  of  J  812,  and  the  triumph- 
ant election  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  18 IG  as  the  Re- 
publican candidate,  the  leaders  of  the  old  Eed- 
eral  party  gave  up  the  contest,  and  desired  now 
to  be  known  as  all  Jeffersonian  Republicans. 
In  the  spring  of  1817,^a  few  weeks  after  his  in- 
auguration, President  Monroe  made  a  journey, 
partly  of  business,  through  all  the  Northern 
States,  to  Portland  in  the  East  and  Detroit  in 
the  Northwest,  and  was  every  where  greeted  with 
the  utmost  cordiality  by  the  vvhole  body  of  the 
people.  He  appeared  in  public  clothed  in  the 
proper  uniform — three-cornered  hat  and  scarlet- 
bordered  blue  coat— of  a  colonel  in  the  army  of 
the  Revolution,  which  was  his  military  rank,  re- 
ceived from  General  \Yashington  after  he  was 
wounded  at  Trenton.  His  appropriate  costume, 
combined  with  his  simple  dignity  of  manner, 
and  evident  sincerity  of  purpose,  served  to  Avin 
the  general  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people. 
Boston  well  remembers  the  splendid  and  costly 
entertainments  and  other  displays  made  for  the 
President  by  Harrison  Gray  Otis  and  other 
wealthy  and  distinguished  Federalists,  as  a  to- 
ken of  their  acquiescence  in  his  administration. 
This  had  not  been  purchased  by  any  trimming 
or  truckling  on  his  part ;  for  when  General  Jack- 
son recommended  to  him  to  appoint  some  Fed- 
eralists to  his  Cabinet  or  other  leading  stations, 
ho  defended  his  course  by  saying  that  "decided 
friends  who  stand  firm  in  the  day  of  trial  are  to 
be  principally  relied  on;"  and  he  considered  it 
necessary  that  "the  administration  should  rest 
strongly  with  the  Republican  party."  It  was 
the  unity,  strength,  and  self-reliance  of  the  dom- 
inant party,  controlled  by  liberal  patriotism  and 
guided  by  far-seeing  wisdom,  that  secured  pub- 
lic confidence  and  prepared  the  way  for  "the 
era  of  good  feelings,"  It  is  a  lesson  of  wisdom 
for  other  Presidents  and  other  generations  of 
statesmen. 

Mr.  Monroe  has  not  been  estimated  at  his  full 
worth  in  the  public  opinion  of  this  generation. 
lie  was  in  truth  one  of  the  great  men  of  our  his- 
tory. He  left  college  in  his  eighteenth  year  to 
join  the  army  as  a  cadet,  and  rose  rapidly  to 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Old  Congress  before  he  was  twenty-five 
years  old.  There  he  distinguished  himself  by 
the  breadth  of  his  views,  the  soundness  of  his 
judgment,  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  and  the 
sincerity  of  his  patriotism.     He  was  the  Chair- 


man of  the  Committee  of  Congress  on  whose 
recommendation  the  Convention  was  called  that 
framed  our  glorious  Constitution.  Mr.  John 
Quincy  Adams,  in  the  eulogy  which  he  deliv- 
ered at  the  request  of  the  city  of  Boston,  August 
26,  1831,  relates  in  detail  a  transaction  of  the 
Old  Congress  which  illustrates  the  great  special- 
ty of  INIr.  Monroe's  mind — his  clear  perception 
and  unyielding  maintenance  of  all  that  belongs 
to  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation  in 
its  relation  to  other  powers.  In  the  year  1 785  the 
King  of  Spain  showed  the  estimation  in  which 
he  held  the  infant  republic  by  sending  us,  not  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  but  an  '■'■  Encargado  de 
Negocios,'"  a  diplomatic  agent  of  the  lowest  rank, 
to  negotiate  in  regard  to  our  claims  to  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Mr.  Ad- 
ams says  that  at  that  time  "Spain  denied  the 
right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  navi- 
gate the  JNIississippi  as  pertinacioush',  and  in  as 
lofty  a  tone,  as  Great  Britain  denies  to  us,  on 
the  same  preteiise,  to  this  day  the  right  of  navi- 
gating the  St.  Lawrence."  Mr.  Jay,  then  our 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  recommended  to 
Congress  to  make  a  compromise,  and  agree  that, 
in  return  for  certain  commercial  advantages  con- 
ceded to  us,  we  would  forego  the  exercise  of  the 
right  we  claimed  on  the  INlississippi  for  a  limit- 
ed term  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  years.  jMr-.  INIon- 
roe  instinctively  saw  what  a  fatal  concession  this 
woirld  be  for  an  infant  republic  to  make  to  the 
dictation  and  arrogance  of  a  European  power, 
and  he  .opposed  the  scheme  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  ability.  Mr.  Rufus  King,  then  a  rep- 
resentative from  jNIassachusetts,  supported  the 
proposal  with  equal  vigor,  and  carried  the  votes 
of  all  the  Northern  States  in  its  favor,  while  the 
whole  South  was  equally  united  against  it.  The 
dispute  was  very  bitter,  and  was  the  first  purely 
sectional  struggle  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  in  the  series  of  which  the  great  Rebel- 
lion is  the  last.  The  vote,  taken  by  States,  stood 
seven  for  to  five  against  the  proposal,  Delaware 
not  being  represented  at  the  time.  The  figures 
show  the  falsity  of  the  pretext  alleged  so  confi- 
dently in  our  day,  that  the  Northern  and  South- 
ern States  were  equal  in  number  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted.  But  as  nine  States  were 
required  to  make  a  treaty,  the  measure  was  de- 
feated. It  was  a  most  fortunate  deliverance  for 
us.  In  seven  years  from  that  time  the  right  of 
navigating  the  Mississippi  to  the  sea  was  con- 
ceded by  Spain  in  solemn  treaty ;  and  in  less 
than  twenty  years  Mr.  INIonroe  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  giving  to  the  United  States  the  undivided 
dominion  of  the  Mississippi  and  all  its  branches 
from  source  to  mouth.  Such  are  the  fruits  of  in- 
telligent and  determined  firmness  in  maintaining 
the  honor  of  the  nation  in  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  powers,  instead  of  the  bargaining  and 
compromising  propensities  of  the  commercial  in- 
terests. It  was  by  no  means  the  last  of  the  oc- 
casions in  which  the  country  has  been  indebted 
to  Southern  statesmen  for  the  ready  perception 
and  firm  support  of  our  true  honor  and  inde- 
pendence.    It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
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statesmen  of  the  North  can  ever  free  themselves 
so  far  from  what  Napoleon  called  the  genius  of 
the  shop  as  to  comprehend  and  stand  by  the  de- 
mands of  national  honor,  although  that  is  al- 
ways in  the  long-run  the  wisest  policy  for  com- 
merce as  it  is  for  every  other  national  interest. 
Mr.  Monroe  took  an  active  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions connected  with  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  was  very  strenuous  in  urging  Vir- 
ginia to  a  conditional  adoption — an  absurdity 
now  sufficiently  palpable,  but  it  puzzled  many 
honest  minds  at  that  time.    Although  he  finally 
voted  against  the  adopting  act  in  Virginia,  and 
was  always  ranked  with  the  anti-Federal  party, 
he  was  undoubtedly  much  more  national  in  his 
feelings  than  many  of  the  Southern  leaders.    He 
was  chosen  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  in  the 
first  session  of  the  new  Congress,  and  lent  his 
aid  in  the  organization  of  the  Government  for 
about  four  years.     President  Washington,  who 
knew  him  thoroughly,  not  only  as  a  soldier  and 
a  statesman  but  as  a  near  neighbor  and  friend, 
selected  him  in  1794  to  represent  the  United 
States  at  the  Court  of  France.     It  was  at  the 
most  trying  period  of  Washington's  administra- 
tion, when  our  country  fairly  reeled  witli  the 
excitement  growing  out  of  the  Proclamation  of 
Neutrality,  and  France  was  drunk  with  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  Revolution,  during  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  and  the 
Executive  Directory.     It  was   a  most  distin- 
guished mark  of  confidence  toward  Monroe,  as  it 
was  a  most  momentous  responsibility  that  he  as- 
sumed.    Looking  back  at  his  conduct  from  this 
distance  of  time,  althoughr  his  mission  accom- 
plished but  little  of  specific  results,  it  ought  to 
be  admitted  the  appointment  was  a  fortunate  one 
for  the  country,  as  it  helped  to  carry  us  over  a 
most  perilous  situation.     Mr.  Monroe's  course 
was  not   only  honorable   and  faithful,   but   in 
several  cases  singularly  sagacious  and  discreet. 
Soon  after  his  recall  he  was  chosen  Governor 
of  Virginia  for  three  years.     In  the  mean  time 
Bonaparte  had  been  made  First  Consul,  and  had 
conceived  a  magnificent  project  for  establishing 
a  grand  military  colony  in  Louisiana,  the  terri- 
tory which  he  had  just  extorted  from  the  imbe- 
cility of  Spain,  having  first  procured  the  exclu- 
sion of  our  people  from  the  privilege  of  deposit 
at  New  Orleans.     His  veteran  legions,  released 
from  active  service  by  the  transient  peace  of 
Amiens,  were  to  be  planted  on  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  of  the  Mississippi,  to  over- 
awe and  curb,  and  eventually  to  dominate  this 
republic.      It  was   the  precursor  of  the  more 
gigantic  and  grasping  project  of  his  successor, 
now  in  process  of  execution  a  little  furtlier  to 
the  South.     These  things  acted  like  an  electric 
shock  upon  the  whole  country.    The  West  espe- 
cially clamored  for  war.     Fortunately  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson had  conceived  the  idea  of  effecting  a  pur- 
chase of  New  Orleans  and  the  adjacent  territory, 
and  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  our  Minister  at 
Paris,  had  already  prepared  and  presented  to 
the  French  Government  a  very  able  memorial  in 
favor  of  the  transfer,  showing  that  it  would  ad- 


vance the  interests  of  France  no  less  tlian  those 
of  the  United  States.  At  that  moment  Napo- 
leon was  not  in  a  humor  to  listen  to  the  propo- 
sal. President  Jefferson  then  threw  upon  Mr. 
Monroe  the  j)erilons  and  almost  hopeless  respons- 
ibility of  the  case  on  which  the  whole  future  of 
the  country  so  much  depended,  by  sending  him 
to  France  as  Envoy  Extraordinary,  to  preserve 
and  secure  to  us  the  use  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
He  reached  Havre  on  the  10th  of  April,  and 
Paris  on  the  12th,  to  find  that  every  thing  was 
most  unexpectedly  changed.  The  flames  of  war 
had  broken  out  again  in  Europe,  the  twenty 
thousand  veterans  encamped  at  Helvoetsluys  for 
the  military  colony  in  Louisiana  were  wanted 
elsewhere,  "France  wanted  money,  and  must 
have  it,"  the  First  Consul  had  already,  on  the 
8th,  announced  to  his  Council  his  determination 
to  sell  the  whole  territory  to  the  United  States. 
In  fact,  Talleyrand  had  gone  so  far,  on  the  10th, 
as  to  ask  Mr.  Livingston  how  much  the  United 
States  would  give  for  the  whole.  Of  course  no- 
thing remained  for  Mr.  Monroe  but  to  agree  in 
the  price,  and  "  tli:;  negotiation  was  concluded 
in  a  fortnight." 

Thus  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  the  Great  Plains,  and  the 
Pacific  Coast,  down  to  the  forty-second  degree 
of  latitude,  became  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  in  fact,  doubling  the  extent  of  our  na- 
tional domain.  His  special  mission  to  Spain,  to 
settle  the  question  of  boundaries  and  purchase 
the  territory  of  Florida,  failed  at  that  time.  Mr. 
Adams  says  of  the  papers  which  he  prepared  and 
presented  in  this  case,  "  that  among  the  credit- 
able State  papers  of  this  nation  they  will  rank 
in  the  highest  order ;  that  they  deserve  the  close 
and  scrutinizing  attention  of  every  American 
statesman,  and  will  remain  solid,  hoAvever  un- 
ornamented,  monuments  of  intellectual  power 
applied  to  national  claims  of  right."  And  in 
1819,  during  his  first  Presidential  term,  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  acquiring  Florida  by  peaceful 
purchase,  and  thus  of  rounding  out  our  national 
boundary  in  a  manner  that,  to  human  view, 
would  leave  us  no  more  trouble  with  our  "  out- 
side row"  for  a  century  at  least.  Mr.  Adams 
exclaims : 

"  Look  at  the  map  of  United  North  America, 
as  it  was  at  the  definitive  peace  of  1783.  Com- 
pare it  with  the  map  of  that  same  Empire  as  it 
is  now  (182G)  limited  by  the  Sabine  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean ;  and  say,  the  change,  more  than 
of  any  other  man,  living  or  dead,  was  the  work 
of  James  Monrok." He  adds,  "The  acqui- 
sition of  the  Floridas  comjdeted  that  scries  of 
negotiations  (perhaps  it  were  no  exaggeration 
to  say  of  revolutions)  which  had  commenced  un- 
der the  Confederation  with  the  Encargado  de 
Negocios  of  Spain.  Viewed  as  a  whole,  through- 
out its  extent,  can  there  be  a  doubt  in  consider- 
ing it  as  the  most  magnificent  supplement  to  our 
national  Independence  presented  by  our  history  ? 
And  can  there  arise  a  historian  of  this  Repub- 
lican Empire,  who  shall  fail  to  perceive,  or  hesi- 
tate to  acknowledge,  that  throughout  the  long 
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series  of  these  transactions,  which  more  thaH 
doubled  the  territories  of  the  North  American 
Confederation,  the  londinp  mind  of  that  great 
movement  in  the  annals  of  tlic  M'orld,  and  tlius 
far  in  tlie  march  of  human  improvement  upon 
earth,  was  the  mind  of  James  Monrok?" 

Time  fails  for  describing  his  service,  as  Minis- 
ter to  England,  in  the  grand  struggle  between 
neutral  rights  and  belligerent  pretensions.  From 
1805,  as  Mr.  Adams  says,  "to  the  peace  of 
Ghent,  the  biography  of  James  INIonroe  is  the 
history  of  that  struggle,  and  in  a  great  degree 
the  history  of  this  nation."  These  negotiations, 
Mr.  Adams  thinks,  would  have  been  successful 
had  INIr.  Fox  lived,  and  "might  have  restored 
peace  and  harmony  so  far  as  it  can  subsist  be- 
tween emulous  and  rival  nations."  The  death 
of  Fox  changed  it  all.  In  1811  Mr.  Mon- 
roe became  Secretary  of  State  nnder  President 
Madison  :  and  in  1814,  after  the  trial  and  fail- 
ure of  two  others  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  with 
England,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  War 
also.  There  are  a  few  yet  living  who  remember 
with  admiration  the  success  of  the  third  occu- 
pant of  the  AVar  Office  in  diffusing  vigor,  confi- 
dence, and  unity  through  the  military  affairs  of 
the  country.  One  difficulty  he  had  to  meet, 
from  which  the  present  Government  has  been 
wonderfully  preserved,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven 
upon  the  transcendent  financier  whose  genius 
has  saved  the  nation.  At  that  day,  as  Mr. 
Adams  says,  "  so  degraded  was  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  to  raise  the  funds  in- 
dispensable for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans, 
could  obtain  them  only  by  pledging  his  private 
individual  credit  as  subsidiary  to  that  of  the 
nation.  This  he  did  without  an  instant  of  hesi- 
tation. Nor  was  he  less  ready  to  sacrifice  the 
prospects  of  laudable  ambition  to  the  suffering 
cause  of  his  country."  Finding  that  the  draft 
was  the  only  means  of  filling  up  the  army,  he 
boldly  recommended  it,  with  all  its  risks  of  un- 
popularity, on  the  eve  of  the  pending  Presiden- 
tial election,  in  which  he  was  the  leading  can- 
didate of  his  party.  If  it  was  necessary  to  carry 
his  measure,  and  if  the  war  continued,  he  re- 
solved to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  canvass. 
Our  history  records  no  instance  of  equal  self- 
denial  among  candidates  for  the  Presidency. 
The  news  of  peace  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1815  removed  all  these  embarrassments. 

With  such  abilities,  after  such  experiences, 
and  through  such  public  services,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1817,  he  became  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  his  cabinet  he  chose  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Secretary  of  State;  William  11.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Secretaiy  of- War;  and  Smith  Thompson,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  No  President  has  had  an 
abler  council.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
executive  administratir)n  of  the  Government  has 
not  been  weakened  rather  than  strengthened  by 
tlie  usage  which  now  makes  the  cabinet  consist 
of  seven  members.  Washington  had  only  three. 
But  tlicn  he  took  the  Vice-President  into  his 
confidence. 


Mr,  Adams  was  the  greatest  master  of  diplo- 
macy in  this  nation.     With  the  highest  natural 
gifts  appropriate  to  a  negotiator,  improved  bv 
i  a  most  finished  education  both  in  this  countn- 
and  in  Europe,  he  had  grown  up  in  diplomacv 
from  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age,  when  he  went 
with  his  father  on  the  mission  to  France  in  1778. 
Washington  appointed  him  Minister  to  the  Hague 
in  1794,  when  he  was  still  so  young  as  to  be 
called  the  "  General  Washington's  Boy  Minis- 
ter," and  afterward  to  Portugal.     President  John 
Adams  sent  him  to  Prussia,  where  he  negotiated 
a  treaty  of  commerce.     In  1803  he  was  chosen 
Senator  to  Congress,  where  he  served  six  years. 
On  the  nomination  of  Jefferson  he  became  our 
first  accredited  Minister  to  Russia.     There  he 
laid  the  broad  foundation  for  that  good  under- 
standing which  for  half  a  century  has  never  once 
been  broken,  and  whose  effects  in  controlling  the 
policy  of  Europe  for  our  advantage  during  our 
present  struggle  can  not  be  overestimated.     It 
was  during  a  friendly  conversation  with  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  as  they  walked  arm  in  arm  in 
the  garden  of  the  ])alace,  that  the  proposal  was 
originated  of  Russian  mediation  in  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  which  led  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
in  which  Mr.  Adams  was  the  leading  negotiator 
by  appointment  of  Madison.      He  then  remained 
Minister  to  London  until  he  became  Secretary 
of  State  under  Monroe.     He  had  thus  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  every  President,  and  gained 
success  in  the  most  important  negotiations  of 
his  time.     With  a  genius  that  fitted  him  for 
every  attainment,  with  habits  of  the  most  abso- 
lute self-control  and  tlie  most  untiring  industry, 
with  a  memory  that  retained  all   knowledge, 
however  large  or  however  minute,  and  held  it 
always  ready  for  use  when  wanted,  with  an  ex- 
perience in  diplomacy  larger  and  more  varied 
than  that  of  any  other  American,  with  an  in- 
tegrity that  was  never  tarnished,  and  a  patriot- 
ism that  had  been  burned  into  his  boyhood  in 
'7G,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Monroe,  of  Virginia, 
for  the  first  place  in  his  cabinet.     Nor  was  the 
choice  ever  regretted. 

William  H.  Crawford  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  citizen  of  Georgia,  a  man  of  com- 
manding appearance  and  commanding  talents, 
educated  at  Dr.  Waddell's  famous  academy  in 
Georgia,  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  and  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  in  1807,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
He  took  a  leading  part  in  Congress  during  that 
momentous  ])eriod,  and  was  chosen  President 
of  the  Senate  on  the  death  of  Vice-President 
George  Clinton  ;  thus  introducing  a  usage  which 
was  maintained  almost  unbroken  down  to  Mr. 
Lincoln's  time,  of  placing  a  Southern  man  in 
the  chair  of  the  Senate,  to  stand  second  in  the 
succession  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Presi- 
dency. In  18ir{  he  went  as  Minister  to  France. 
In  1815  he  returned,  and  was  appointed  by  Mr. 
Madison  Secretary  of  War  in  place  of  Mr.  INIon- 
roe,  and  in  181G  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
])lace  of  A.  J.  Dallas ;  which  ])lace  he  filled 
through  the  whole  of  Monroe's  administration. 
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He  always  adhered  strictly  to  the  Jeffersonian 
ideas  and  policy ;  and  being  a  native  of  the  Old 
Dominion  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  Republican  caucus  in  1824,  as  their 
proper  exponent  and  the  last  representative  of 
what  was  called  the  Virginia  dynasty.  The 
country  failed  to  indorse  the  nomination,  and 
he  obtained  but  forty-one  electoral  votes.  A 
paralytic  stroke  destroyed  his  further  prospects, 
although  the  strength  of  his  mind  enabled  him 
for  seven  years  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  judge 
of  the  highest  court  in  Georgia  until  his  death 
in  1834.  He  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  man 
and  the  most  accomplished  statesman  we  have 
ever  had  south  of  South  Carolina. 

Jolin  C.  Calhoun,  when  in  his  nineteenth  year, 
commenced  getting  an  education  for  the  practice 
of  law.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1804, 
studied  law  under  Judges  Reeve  and  Gould  at 
Litchfield,  and  returned  to  his  native  State  with 
the  advantages  of  a  New  England  education  add- 
ed to  his  Carolina  fire,  his  Scotch-Irish  grit,  and 
his  uncommon  natural  abilities.  In  two  years 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  two 
years  more  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress,  and 
became  one  of  the  master  spirits  in  the  republic. 
The  War  Congress — the  twelfth — which  met  on 
a  special  call  of  the  President,  November  4, 1811, 
was  remarkable  for  the  great  number  of  young 
men  in  it,  v/ho  were  determined  not  to  be  con- 
trolled by  the  old  leaders  of  the  Jeffersonian 
party,  but  to  push  for  a  more  energetic  policy. 
They  elected  Henry  Clay  for  Speaker,  and  Mr. 
Calhoun  became  the  head  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  in  that  capacity  took 
the  lead  in  the  system  of  decisive  measures  which 
culminated  in  the  Declaration  of  War  on  the 
18th  of  June,  1812.  During  all  his  six  years' 
service  in  Congress  he  was  the  strenuous  and 
uncompromising  supporter  of  all  measures  for 
strengthening  the  Government,  and  increasing 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  making  them 
available  for  national  purposes.  The  increase 
of  the  navy,  the  draft  for  the  army,  the  protect- 
ive tariff,  internal  revenue,  manufactures,  na- 
tional bank,  and  internal  improvements  by  the 
national  Government  for  national  objects,  were 
all  favorite  measures  of  his.  WhcH  called  to 
Mr.  Monroe's  Cabinet,  in  1817,  he  found  the 
Department  of  War  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
with  unsettled  accounts  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
millions  of  dollars,  and  a  general  want  of  sys- 
tem and  responsibility,  growing  out  of  the  ex- 
traordinary pressure  of  business  and  the  great 
number  of  unaccustomed  hands  necessarily  em- 
ployed in  the  service  during  the  war.  His  suc- 
cess in  restoring  order,  in  reorganizing  the  staff 
of  the  army,  and  in  establishing  a  system  of 
rigid  accountability  reaching  to  every  individual 
attached  to  the  service,  and  his  energy  in  car- 
rying his  schemes  into  actual  execution  evinced 
an  administrative  capacity  unequalcd  in  our  his- 
tory. He  became  the  pride  of  the  nation.  The 
breadth  of  his  views,  the  ardor  of  his  patriotism, 
the  brilliancy  of  his  eloquence,  the  wisdom  of 
his  policy,  the  vigor  of  his  administration,  his 


chivalric  devotion  to  the  advancement  and  hon- 
or of  the  Union  made  him,  at  forty  years  old, 
the  most  popular  man  of  his  age  in  the  coun- 
try. He  was  the  champion  of  tiiose  who  wish- 
ed to  break  away  from  what  was  considered  the 
narrow  and  anti-commercial  policy  of  the  Vir- 
ginia dynasty,  without  going  back  to  the  lax 
construction  and  centralizing  tendencies  ascribed 
to  the  old  Federal  party.  He  was  the  favorite 
of  Pennsylvania  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. A  gentleman  who  was  an  active  advo- 
cate of  Ml\  Calhoun  in  Connecticut  affirms  that 
he  was  the  first  choice  of  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  the  Republican  party  in  that  State.  It 
is  believed  that  he  would  have  been  easily  elect- 
ed as  the  continuator  of  the  Monroe  adminis- 
tration, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous members,  had  it  not  been  for  the  gen- 
eral respect  among  the  same  classes  to  the  par- 
amount claims  of  Mr.  Adams,  whose  long  and 
useful  services,  eminent  abilities,  and  present 
position  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  so  right  "in 
the  line  of  safe  precedents,"  could  not  easily  be 
set  aside.  And,  above  all,  Calhoun  was  young 
enough  to  wait  for  his  turn  after  Adams.  The 
country  had  never  voted  for  a  man  of  two-and- 
forty  for  President.  Had  he  and  his  friends 
only  yielded  gracefully  and  cordially  to  these 
considerations,  it  is  quite  possible  that  he  might 
have  taken  his  place  regularly  "in  the  line  of 
safe  precedents"  by  becoming  Mr.  Adams's  sec- 
retary and  successor.  It  is  idle  to  speculate  on 
what  a  change  that  would  have  made  in  the  des- 
tinies of  the  country.  Other  causes  came  in  to 
divide  the  canvass  ;  and  eventually  Mr.  Monroe 
saw  three  of  his  four  secretaries,  his  Speaker  of 
the  House,  and  the  most  popular  of  his  gener- 
als, all  belonging  to  the  same  party,  pressed  for- 
ward as  candidates  for  the  immediate  succes- 
sion, and  each  sustained  by  influential  bodies 
of  friends.  It  was  a  struggle  perilous  to  our 
institutions  in  the  eyes  of  many  patriots,  and 
not  creditable  to  the  public  spirit  of  our  leading 
statesmen.  That  Mr.  Calhoun  was  the  only 
one  who  consented  to  the  withdrawal  of  his 
name  from  the  canvass  strengthens  the  belief, 
long  entertained,  that  up  to  this  time  he  had 
been  a  sincere  patriot,  honestly  devoted  to  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution,  and  desirous  of 
promoting  the  interest  and  honor  of  his  coun- 
try as  one  whole. 

At  the  instance  of  his  friends  in  Pennsylva- 
nia he  accepted  a  nomination  to  the  Vice-Pres- 
idency, and  was  chosen  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  electors,  showing  the  general  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held.  But  the  politics  of  the 
country  had  taken  a  new  turn,  the  Missouri 
controversy  had  intervened,  and  the  chair  of 
the  Senate  was  found  not  to  be  a  stepping-stone 
to  the  Presidency.  His  ambition  was  his  mas- 
ter-passion, and  this  had  been  intensified  by  the 
excessive  admiration  of  his  friends,  who  always 
predicted  that  he  was  sure  to  be  the  foremost 
man  of  his  generation.  When  first  he  took  his 
seat  in  Congress,  and  was  seen  to  rise  up  at 
once  to  the  place  of  a  leader,  while  whole  ranks 
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of  veteran  statesmen  received  tlic  law  from  his 
lips,  it  occasioned  no  surprise  in  Yale  College, 
where  he  had  been  educated;  it  was  just  what 
the  traditions  of  the  College — traditions  seven 
years  old — had  anticipated.  President  Dwight 
himself,  impressed  by  the  display  of  his  talents 
and  courage  in  the  seniors'  recitation-room,  had 
confidently  ])rcdictcd  that  Calhoun  would  one 
day  be  President  of  the  United  States.  And 
when  the  coveted  prize,  after  being  almost  with- 
in his  reach,  was  seen  to  recede  into  the  dis- 
tance, it  is  not  so  strange  as  it  is  lamentable 
that  disappointment  turned  his  mind  into  the 
channel  of  sectional  ambition  ;  and  having  once 
gone  astray  from  patriotism  he  finally  resolved 
to  divide  the  Union  which  he  could  not  rule. 
If  we  look  at  the  heij^ht  from  which  he  fell,  and 
then  at  our  present  experience  of  the  evils  which 
his  master-mind  has  brou<iht  upon  his  country, 
we  weep  as  we  shudder  at  the  s])ectacle,  and  cnn 
not  but  pronounce  him  the  greatest  political 
apostate  in  the  records  of  history.  To  confirm 
the  correctness  of  this  general  view  of  Calhoun 
we  quote  in  evidence  a  letter  written  quite  re- 
cently by  the  Rev.  Aaron  Foster,  of  East  Charle- 
mont,  Massachusetts,  who  was  for  several  years 
pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  South  Caro- 
lina, in  the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  res- 
idence. He  is  a  man  of  good  princi])les  and 
sound  judgment,  and  a  very  profound  thinker, 
with  uncommon  insight  into  character;  and  as 
such  a  man  he  enjoyed  an  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun  during  those  seasons  when  he  was  at 
home  which  makes  his  conclusions  highly  trust- 
worthy : 

*'  As  to  J.  C.  Calhoun,  tlie  originator  of  the  State-right 
doctrine  (which  has  gro'svn  into  this  rebellion,  and  in  the 
shape  of  secession  -was  in  liis  mind  and  heart,  and  on  his 
tongue  the  winter  before  his  death) — history  will  call  him 
the  Gkeat  Apostate,  No  doubt  Mv.  Callioun  was  a  true 
friend  of  the  Union  up  to  the  Missouri  Compromise.  At 
the  nomination  and  election  of  Jackson  he  told  me  that  he 
was  put  on  that  ticket  for  Vice-President  not  from  choice, 
but  because  he  could  not  help  it.  I  think  he  did  not  feel 
the  grip  upon  his  ambition  till  about  this  time,  the  au- 
tumu  of  1S23. 

•■^  About  his  open  break  with  Jackson  two  years  after, 
and  his  publi.-hing  liis  pamphlet,  he  told  me  that  his 
friends  advised  against  it,  and  said,  'Jackson  will  crush 
you,'  The  month  I  ?peut  in  Washington  in  1S44  his 
nearest  friends  in  Congress,  some  of  whom  I  knew  well  in 
South  Carolina,  said  to  me  that  Mr.  Calhoun  was  a  disap- 
pointed man.  And  eveiy  one  knew  that  his  mind  was 
soured. 

"■I  will  suggest — and  I  think  my  peculiar  opportunities 
forjudging  must  guide  me  right  in  the  opinion — that  the 
mind  of  Mr,  Calhoun,  during  these  years,  between  18"24 
and  1S35,  was  laboring  on  the  certainty  that  Freedom 
must  outvote  slavery,  and  that  in  the  progress  of  the  race 
Freedom  nuist  bo  united  against  it  politically.  lie  either 
honestly  believed  in  slavery,  or  saw  that  his  lot  and  polit- 
ical hopea  were  cast  out  of  freedom  into  slavery.  For 
many  years  he  labored  with  the  problem,  how  minorities 
could  be  made  to  govern  majorities.  This  was  the  burden 
of  his  conversation  with  mo,  between  IS-'S  and  the  end  of 
1831 — including  State  Uights  and  Nullification,  and  the 
insufliciency  of  the  United  States  Constitution  to  protect 
minorities.  My  opinion  is,  that,  finding  no  ri'lief  in  these 
theories  no  long  as  a  majority  of  the  State  votes  controlled 
the  policy  of  the  nation,  he  turned  with  hope  for  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  to  secession,  thinking  to  Hve  long  enough 
to  work  it  out  and  be  its  heud  and  ita  glory.  Disappoint- 
ed ambition  is  the  father  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  apostasy;  for, 


^  if  he  had  succeeded  Mr.  Adams,  we  should  have  had  none 
of  it." 

Calhoun  was  certainly  a  crown  of  glory  and  a 
tower  of  strength  to  the  Union  while  he  was  a 
member  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  and 
his  greatness  was  so  much  added  to  the  galaxy 
of  talent  which  then  controlled  our  affairs.  The 
only  remaining  member  of  the  Cabinet,  Smith 
:  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  can  be  dis- 
posed of  in  fewer  words,  not  from  his  inferioriiy 
I  of  character,  but  because  his  transparent  puritv 
,  of  life  and  straightforward  integrity  of  admini.s- 
;  tration  furnish  few  materials  for  history.  He 
was  an  honored  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  York  in  the  days  when  our  bench  was 
graced  with  such  names  as  Kent,  and  Spencer, 
and  Van  Ness ;  and  would  soon  have  been  pro- 
moted to  the  chief-justicesliip,  in  the  order  both 
of  merit  and  of  seniority,  Avhen  he  was  called 
to  a  place  in  the  Cabinet,  and  before  the  close 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  second  term  was  appointed  by 
him  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Justice  Brockholst  Livingston.  He 
I  Avas  profoundly  learned  in  the  law,  and  a  sound 
and  discriminating  judge.  He  was  also  an  acute 
politician  and  a  far-seeing  statesman,  a  wise  and 
faithful  administrator  and  a  sincere  patriot,  a 
shrewd  counselor  and  a  sincere  Christian.  In 
a  word,  he  was,  without  pretension  and  without 
guile,  worthy  to  be  the  equal  associate  of  his 
colleagues,  whoever  they  might  be,  and  what- 
ever were  their  responsibilities. 

In  addition  to  his  Cabinet  proper,  President 
Monroe  had  for  his  ever-faithful  and  confidential 
friend  the  Vice-President,  Daniel  D.  Tomjjkins, 
the  tr'je   "favorite  son   of  New  York,"  than 
whom,  when  the  enemy  was  kept  out  of  his 
mouth  who  stole  away  his  brains,  our  country 
knew  no  })atriot  more  disinterested,  and  no  coun- 
selor of  greater  resources  or  more  heroic  cour- 
age.    For  his  legal  adviser  he  had  the  clear- 
minded  and  sound-hearted  William  Wirt,  At- 
torney-General.    John  Marshall,  his  friend  and 
near  neighbor,  was  Chief-Justice.     Henry  Clay, 
j  Speaker  of  the  House  (with  an  interval  growing 
I  out  of  the  Missouri  controversy),  was  then  the 
I  brilliant  champion  of  liberty,  whose  eloquent 
])leas  for  Greek  and  South  American  independ- 
!  ence  electrified  not  only  America  but  Europe. 
I  In  the  Senate  were  such  men  as  C.  P.  Van  Ness, 
Kufns  King,  Martin  Van  Buren,  William  Pinck- 
ney,  Littleton  Waller  Tazewell,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
'  con,  Andrew  Jackson,  Hugh  L.  White,  and  oth- 
ers of  our  most  eminent  statesmen.     Our  lead- 
\  ing  foreign  ministers  were  Albert  Gallatin  in 
I  Franco,  Kichard  Kush  in  Great  Britain,  John 
:  Forsyth  in  Si)ain,  Alexander  II.  Everett  in  the 
Netherlands,  etc.     In  tiie  history  of  an  admin- 
i  istration   thus   constituted  and  circumstanced, 
'  the  most  marked  feature  is  the  general  quiet- 
j  ness  and  ])ros])erity  which  the  country  enjoyed 
under  it,  and  the  small  number  of  striking  events 
which  it  ofi'ers  for  record.     No  new  policy  was 
brought  forward  by  the  President,  whose  aim 
'  was  to  make  his  administration  the  regular  con- 
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tinuation  of  that  which  had  just  closed.  Only 
two  remarkable  events  require  our  present  at- 
tention. The  first  was  the  rise  and  settlement 
of  the  Missouri  controversy,  on  the  question  of 
the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  country.  Only 
a  very  brief  notice  of  this  is  admissible  here. 

In  the  classification  of  the  States  of  the 
Union  the  original  Thirteen  were  commonly 
divided  into  three  sections — Northern  or  East- 
ern, Middle,  and  Southern.  Of  these  the 
South  numbered  only  five  States — Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia.  Delaware  was  then  always  reckoned  among 
the  Middle  States,  with  which  it  had  all  its  con- 
nections, social,  political,  and  commercial.  Be- 
fore the  Revolution  it  had  commonly  been  an 
appendage  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  no  more 
distinctively  a  slave  State  than  New  Jersey, 
which  lay  alongside  of  it.  The  admission  of 
Vermont  and  Ohio,  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see, made  no  change  in  the  proportions,  the  two 
sections  standing  seven  to  ten.  The  admission 
of  Louisiana  as  a  slaveholding  State  reduced 
the  difference  to  two,  and  then  the  political  per- 
version of  Delaware  in  1819  (which  was  gener- 
ally believed  at  the  time  to  have  been  effected  in 
part  by  intimidation  and  bribery),  produced  the 
famous  equilibrium  in  the  Senate,  which  was  so 
strenuously  maintained  for  thirty  years,  and 
which  multitudes  were  made  to  believe  was 
one  of  the  original  and  most  sacred  "Compro- 
mises of  the  Constitution."  There  had  been  a 
great  and  criminal  neglect  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, that  in  all  the  legislation  concerning  the 
territory  purchased  from  France,  the  Ordinance 
of  Freedom,  which  saved  the  Northwest,  was 
never  extended  over  Louisiana.  Now  it  was 
too  late. 

The  petition  of  Missouri  for  leave  to  form  a 
State  Constitution  was  presented  on  tlie  ICth  of 
^larch,  1818,  in  the  first  session  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Congress ;  but  the  bill  was  not  taken  up 
for  action  until  the  short  session.  On  the  1 3th 
of  February,  1819,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New 
York,  moved  an  amendment  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  new 
State,  which  was  adopted  on  the  16th  by  a  vote 
of  87  to  7G,  after  a  fierce  debate  of  three  days. 
On  the  27th  the  Senate  struck  out  the  amend- 
ment by  the  overwhelming  vote  of  22  to  IG, 
Messrs.  Otis  of  Boston,  Palmer  of  Vermont, 
Lacock  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  and  Thomas 
of  Illinois  voting  with  the  majority,  in  addition 
to  the  Delaware  Senators,  and  several  Northern 
members  evading  the  vote.  But  the  House  of 
Representatives  voted,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  to  adhere  to  their  amendment,  and  con- 
sequently the  bill  was  lost. 

Of  course  the  question  came  up  at  the  next 
session.  It  was  a  new  Congress,  but  whose 
members,  so  far  at  least  as  tlie  North  was  con- 
cerned, had  been  chosen  before  the  agitation  of 
the  country  had  become  intense.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  had  con-  ' 
sented  to  the  separation  of  the  province  of  Maine,  | 
hitherto  a  part  of  the  State,  for  the  ^purpose  of  i 


forming  a  new  State,  and  the  people  had  formed 
a  constitution  and  applied  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  A  bill  in  its  favor  was  introduced  into 
the  House  on  the  30th  of  December,  1819,  de- 
bated and  passed  the  next  day.  In  the  Senate, 
on  the  3d  of  January,  1820,  by  an  adroit  move- 
ment of  parliamentary  skill,  an  amendment  was 
tacked  to  the  Maine  bill,  giving  authority  to  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitutioji.  The 
two  subjects  were  totally  distinct  in  their  nature, 
one  being  the  direct  admission  of  Maine  with 
its  constitution  already  formed,  the  other  the 
preliminary  authorization  of  a  territory  to  form 
a  constitution.  But  they  were  held  together 
and  debated  till  the  3d  of  March  when  they 
were  separated,  Maine  was  admitted,  and  Mis- 
souri authorized  with  the  restriction  left  out. 
This  last  point  was  only  carried,  by  a  vote  of  90 
to  87,  through  the  machinery  of  a  Committee 
of  Conference  between  the  two  Houses.  As  a 
compromise,  as  it  was  called,  a  section  was  add- 
ed prohibiting  slavery  in  all  territories  lying 
north  of  the  latitude  of  3G°  30',  and  this  com- 
promise Avas  invested  with  an  air  of  sacredness 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Northern  politicians,  which 
served  as  a  blind  to  danger  until  the  exigencies 
of  slavery  demanded  its  repeal  in  order  to  enable 
Kansas  to  become  a  slave  State.  Thence  the 
Kansas  troubles,  followed  by  the  great  rebellion. 
Still  there  was  one  more  opportunity.  The 
people  of  Missouri  had  their  constitution  to 
form,  and  it  was  possible  for  them  to  terminate 
the  strife  by  excluding  from  their  territory  the 
great  evil  of  slavery.  There  were  but  few  slaves 
then  among  them,  and  these  in  the  hands  of  a 
small  number  of  families,  while  the  mass  of  the 
people  had  no  interest  except  in  doing  the  best 
for  the  future  welfar*e  of  the  State,  and  there 
was  already  abundant  evidence  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  different  sections  to  convince  every 
honest  man  which  way  the  true  interest  of  the 
State  Avould  lead.  Indeed,  so  far  as  the  history 
of  the  times  can  be  traced,  it  was  ncA'cr  pretend- 
ed that  the  interest  of  the  State  of  Missouri  re- 
quired that  it  should  be  made  a  slave  State  ;  but 
all  the  arguments  used  were  either  political  and 
sectional,  or  made  up  of  base  insinuations  and 
irritating  misstatements.  Unhappily  for  the 
country  as  well  as  for  Missouri  there  were  in  St. 
Louis  a  couple  of  smart  young  lawyers,  ad- 
venturers from  the  older  States,  ambitious  of 
winning  political  distinction,  and  not  over-scru- 
pulous as  to  the  means,  and  without  experience 
or  deep  foresight  as  to  tiie  results  of  measures 
beyond  the  present  object.  These  took  the  lead 
in  electioneering  and  planning  as  well  as  in 
drafting  the  constitution,  and  succeeded  in  not 
only  sanctioning  slavery,  but  in  making  it  per- 
petual, as  they  thought,  by  forbidding  the  Legis- 
lature from  ever  taking  any  measure  for  its  ex- 
tinction. I  do  not  really  ^ippose  those  young 
men  acted  from  any  settled  philosophical  prefer- 
enco  for  slavery  itself,  or  from  any  real  indiffer- 
ence to  the  honor  of  the  country  and  the  just 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
They  wanted  to  see  what  they  could  do,  and 
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probably  acted  v.'ith  as  little  thou<j;ht  of  conse- 
quences as  a  company  of  unthinking  boys  would 
do  in  rolling  a  huge  rock  down  the  side  of  a 
mountain  to  see  liow  big  a  noise  they  could 
make.  They  both  shrunk  with  horror  from 
disunion  and  civil  war,  just  as  the  aforesaid 
boys  would  be  horror-struck  if  they  saw  their 
loosened  rock  glance  and  strike  a  peaceful  cot- 
tage in  the  vallov,  crushing  its  inmates  to  death 
in  the  ruins.  But  God  holds  men  responsible 
for  the  mischief  which  they  do  recklessly. 
Grievously  has  the  State  of  Missouri  suffered 
now  for  having  sanctioned  a  great  wrong,  in 
1820,  under  the  lead  of  Thomas  H.  Benton  and 
Edward  Bates.      * 

The  history  of  the  IMissouri  Compromise  is 
now  about  ready  to  be  written.  The  materials 
for  the  closing  chapter  are  passing  before  our 
eyes  and  burning  in  our  hearts.  It  was  a  na- 
tional transaction,  and  its  consequences  are  na- 
tional. Nor  have  the  people  of  any  section  or 
of  any  class  just  reason  to  complain  of  their 
share  in  the  terrible  consequences.  There  was 
a  show  of  earnest  resistance  for  the  moment. 
Speeches  of  orators,  essays  of  writers,  sermons 
of  divines,  resolutions  of  legislatures  protested 
against  the  allowance  of  slavery  in  Missouri. 
But  the  shrewd  politicians  dared  the  deed ;  and 
when  it  was  once  done  the  whole  country  tame- 
ly acquiesced,  and  ever  after  heaped  honors  on 
the  heads  of  the  great  compromiser  and  his  as- 
sociates. In  less  than  half  the  time  of  a  genera- 
tion the  whole  body  of  Northern  people,  lay  and 
clerical,  were  ready  to  be  inflamed  to  madness 
with  indignation  against  a  handful  of  "fanat- 
ics," as  they  were  deemed,  who  thought  it  worth 
while  to  express  their  condemnation  of  slavery 
as  a  mighty  wrong,  and  their  desire  to  see  our 
country  freed  from  its  guilt  and  danger.  The 
nation  is  now  learning  that  the  Compromise, 
from  beginning  to  end,  Avas  a  great  political 
blunder.  Had  the  people  been  properly  trained 
and  led,  and  had  their  representatives  been  true 
to  their  convictions,  they  would  have  seen  that 
the  first  concession  to  the  threat  of  disunion 
could  not  but  put  a  weapon  into  the  hands  of 
Southern  politicians  which  would  become  more 
and  more  formidable  with  time.  Mothers  know 
that  when  a  stubborn  child  attempts  to  frighten 
his  mother  to  give  him  his  will,  by  holding  his 
breath  till  he  is  black  in  the  face,  the  best  way 
to  put  it  out  of  his  head  forever  is  to  settle  the 
question  once  for  all  the  very  first  time  he  tries 
it.  Had  the  Senate  been  true  at  the  first,  or 
had  the  House  stood  to  its  original  vote  of  re- 
striction, there  could  not  have  been  any  dis- 
union at  that  time  :  the  whole  nation  was  too 
patriotic,  the  slavery  i)arty  were  in  no  prepara- 
tion to  rebel,  and  the  mass  of  Southern  peo])le 
were  then  loyal  to  enthusiasm.  Missouri  would 
have  been  now  as  free  and  as  rich  and  prosper- 
ous as  Illinois ;  and  Arkansas  would  have  been 
the  same;  and  the  Indian  tribes  would  have 
been  the  same.  And  the  American  Board  and 
other  great  religious  bodies  would  not  have  been 
seduced,  l)y  the  tricks  of  j)oliticians,  under  the 


specious  pretext  of  patriotism,  to  equivocate  as 
to  the  Avrong  of  slavery,  and  at  length  to  elevate 
the  law  of  slavery  to  a  paramount  authority  over 
the  "  higher  law"  of  God.  Pandora's  fabled  box 
is  but  a  poor  emblem  of  the  mischiefs  which 
were  let  loose  upon  this  land  by  the  defeat  of  the 
Missouri  restriction. 

Although  the  Missouri  Compromise,  which 
consigned  that  State  to  the  evils  of  slavery  for 
forty  years,  was  truly  a  measure  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  there  is  nothing  on  record 
that  he  himself  used  any  unseemly  or  exorbitant 
measures  to  secure  its  adoption.  It  was  prob- 
ably approved  both  by  the  President  and  by  ev- 
ery member  of  his  Cabinet,  as  far  as  is  known  ; 
and  it  was  virtually  acquiesced  in  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people  as  a  political  necessity,  ex- 
pedient for  the  present  exigency,  with  the  hope 
that  something  would  turn  up  to  avert  its  pos- 
sible consequences.  Nothing  turned  up,  and 
the  nation  has  been  allowed  to  reap  what  it  had 
sown. 

The  second  principal  feature  in  the  history  of 
Mr.  Monroe's  administration  was  the  settlement 
of  our  national  policy  in  regard  to  the  relations 
which  w^e  should  maintain  with  the  other  inde- 
pendent nations  of  the  American  continent,  and 
the  light  in  which  we  should  regard  the  course 
of  the  great  European  powers  toward  these  new 
republics.  This  system  of  policy  is  essentially 
represented  by  what  has  been  called  the  "Mon- 
roe Doctrine,"  which  has  been  the  theme  of  so 
much  discussion  here  and  in  Europe.  The 
"Monroe  Doctrine,"  properly  considered,  is  not 
a  mere  solitary  axiom  of  diplomacy,  of  disput- 
able meaning,  of  uncertain  application,  or  of  no 
valid  authority.  On  the  contrary  it  represents 
a  comprehensive  system  of  policy,  both  consist- 
ent and  of  profound  wisdom,  including  the  whole 
conduct  of  our  Government  toward  the  new  re- 
publics of  Spanish  America,  from  their  first  ef- 
forts at  independence  until  their  full  nationality 
obtained  the  recognition  of  Euro])e  Theoretic- 
ally it  is  a  great  "  System  of  Doctrine,"  arising 
out  of  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  regulating 
our  relations  both  with  Europe  and  America, 
and  essential  to  the  permanency  of  our  national 
character  and  imlejjcndence.  Of  this  systema- 
tized foreign  policy  Mr.  JNIonroe  was  undoubted- 
ly the  father.  It  was  settled  during  his  admin- 
istration, and  it  is  certain  that  he  was  the  actual 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  himself  ad- 
ministered the  executive  government,  employing 
his  secretaries  as  responsible  advisers  and  execu- 
tive agents.  The  theory  had  not  then  been  in- 
vented which  allows  each  member  of  the  cabinet 
to  govern  his  own  department  according  to  his 
own  ideas,  independently  of  his  brother  secreta- 
ries and  almost  of  the  President.  Mr.  Monroe 
would  naturally  keep  the  control  of  our  foreign 
intercourse  in  his  own  hand,  because  he  under- 
stood that  subject  better  than  any  one  else.  From 
the  time  when,  a  young  man  in  the  old  Con- 
gress, he  had  bafllod  tlie  Spanish  J'Jncaryado  and 
vindicated  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississi])pi, 
foreign  relations  had  been  his  specialty,  and  he 
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had  been  looked  to  as  a  chief  counselor  and 
manager  in  these  aifairs  by  Washington,  Jeffer- 
son, and  Madison.  The  suggestion  so  often 
put  forth,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  the  author  of 
the  Monroe  Doctrine,  is  without  the  slightest 
warrant,  and  is  unjust  to  both  Adams  and  Mon- 
roe. Mr.  Adams  was  the  more  accomplished 
scholar  in  diplomacy;  but  in  profoundness  of 
insight  and  soundness  of  judgment  as  to  what 
concerned  the  national  honor  and  independence, 
Mr.  Monroe  was  the  greater  statesman,  and  im- 
partial history  must  give  him  the  credit  of  the 
masterly  policy  which  steered  the  Government 
through  the  difficulties  growing  out  of*  the  Span- 
ish-American revolution,  and  made  the  United 
States  a  dictator  to  Europe  in  regard  to  the 
Western  Continent. 

The  Monroe  Doctrine,  considered  thus  as  the 
symbol  or  exponent  of  the  system  of  policy  adopt- 
ed by  Mr.  Monroe  in  relation  to  the  Spanish- 
American  States,  may  be  characterized  as  a  sys- 
tem of  duty,  which  is  morally  right,  politically 
wise,  and  logically  consistent.  Thus  viewed,  it 
may  be  taken  as  a  testimony — that  this  nation 
will  do  right ;  that  the  political  system  of  Eu- 
rope is  incompatible  with  that  of  America  ;  that 
we  will  d$  what  we  can  to  lead  Europe  to  a  bet- 
ter system,  and  to  bring  diplomacy  under  the 
"Higher  Law;"  that  we  consider  the  whole  of 
this  continent  appropriated ;  and  that  we  will 
hold  any  attempted  intervention  of  European 
Powers  for  the  sake  of  controlling  affairs  in 
America  an  injury  to  ourselves,  which  we  shall 
resent  or  resist  as  we  think  proper.  This  ' '  Sys- 
tem of  Doctrine"  is  substantially  identical  Avith 
the  immortal  policy  of  Washington,  as  exhibited 
in  his  Proclamation  of  Neutrality — the  sublimest 
act  of  his  Government — and  laid  down  so  ex- 
plicitly in  his  Farewell  Address,  in  words  of  al- 
most superhuman  wisdom ; 

*'  Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests  which  to  us  have 
none  or  a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  she  must  be  en- 
gaged in  frequent  controversies,  the  causes  of  which  are 
essentially  foreign  to  our  concerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it 
must  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate  ourselves  by  artificial 
ties  in  the  ordinary  vicissitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordi- 
nary combinations  and  collisions  of  her  friendships  or  en- 
mities. Our  detached  and  distant  situation  invites  and 
enables  us  to  pursue  a  different  course.  If  we  remain  one 
people,  tinder  an  efficient  government,  the  period  is  not 
far  off  when  we  may  defy  material  injury  from  external 
annoyance ;  when  wo  may  take  such  an  attitude  as  will 
cause  the  neutrality  we  may  at  any  time  resolve  upon  to 
be  scrupulously  respected ;  when  belligerent  nations,  un- 
der the  impossibility  of  making  acquisitions  upon  us,  will 
not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  us  provocation;  ivhen  we 
fnay  choose  x>cace  or  war,  as  our  interest,  guided  by  jus- 
tice, shall  counsel.  Why  forego  the  advantages  of  so  pecul- 
. iar  a  situation?  Why  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon  foreign 
ground  ?  Why,  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with  that  of 
any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  prosperity  in  the  toils  of 
European  ambition,  rivalry,  interest,  humor,  or  caprice?" 

It  comprises  in  substance  also  the  principle 
of  Non-intervention,  which  the  Liberals  of  Con- 
tinental Europe  long  for,  and  which  Kossuth 
argued  for  so  effectively  in  this  country.  It  is 
not,  however,  a  namby-pamby  sentimentalism  of 
Non-intervention,  which  idly  weeps  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  o])pressed,  but  lifts  neither  hand 


nor  voice  for  their  deliverance.  It  is  not  the 
cold  selfishness  of  Cain,  when  he  whined  out — 
"Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?"  It  is  not  the  cow- 
ardice of  imbecility  which  shrinks  from  speaking 
the  truth,  or  doing  what  is  right,  through  base 
and  servile  fear  of  loss.  It  is  Intervention 
withstood  manfully,  and  prevented  energetical- 
ly. In  proper  circumstances  it  bids  the  oppressor 
"  Hold  !"  and  if  that  is  ineffectual^  boldly  takes 
him  by  the  throat  and  hurls  him  back  from  his 
victims.  It  means  that  we  will  not  submit  to 
wrong  toward  ourselves,  and  when  duty  calls  we 
will  censure  and  even  resent  a  wrong  done  to 
others.  It  includes  what  Kossuth  termed  "In- 
tervention for  Non-intervention."  The  closing 
Declaration  by  President  Monroe  produced  an 
effect  upon  Europe  which  it  is  impossible  for 
the  present  generation  to  realize.  That  whole 
continent  was  then  firmly  united  in  one  polit- 
ical system,  devised  by  the  highest  human  sa- 
gacity, fortified  by  the  most  solemn  compacts, 
and  sustained  by  veteran  armies,  and  all  actu- 
ated by  a  common  conviction  that  the  one  grand 
political  danger  of  the  civilized  world  was  in  the 
spread  of  liberal  principles,  of  which  the  United 
States  were  the  source  and  seed-bed.  And  while 
they  were  actually  negotiating  among  themselves 
for  the  commencement  of  operations  that  it  was 
expected  would  cripple  and  ultimately  crush  us, 
behold!  they  are  suddenly  confronted  by  the 
young  republic  looking  all  Europe  boldly  in  the 
face,  and  crying.  Hands  off,  ruffians !  And  they 
very  prudently  kept  "hands  oft""  for  forty  years. 
Perhaps  by  this  time  some  of  them  wish  they 
had  kept  "  hands  off"  still  longer. 

Mr.  Monroe's  administration  may  be  deemed 
to  have  culminated  in  the  utterance  of  the  Great 
Declaration.  Its  boldness  fairly  stunned  the 
Holy  Alliance,  and  by  taking  from  that  huge 
conspiracy  its  prestige  of  irresistibleness,  took  it 
down  from  the  height  of  its  arrogance,  and  was 
the  first  blow  toward  its  dissolution.  The  last 
year  of  his  term  was  rendered  unhappy  by  per- 
sonal divisions  among  the  members  of  his  Cab- 
inet, three  out  of  the  four  being  eager  candidates 
for  the  next  succession,  in  addition  to  his  fiivor- 
ite  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  the  most  distin- 
guished General  whom  he  had  promoted.  It 
was  a  sad  scramble,  and  sadly  has  the  country 
suffered  in  consequence.  At  the  close  of  his 
term,  March  4,  1825,  he  retired  to  his  farm  in 
Virginia,  but  harassed  by  his  insolyent  circum- 
stances, which  finally  swept  away  all  his  proper- 
ty and  turned  him  adrift  in  want.  He  found  a 
comfortable  home  in  1830  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Gouverneur,  wife  of  the  postmaster  of  New 
York,  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  he  ended  a 
useful  and  lionorable  life.  Mr.  Adams  speaks 
"as  a  faithful  witness"  of  his  character  and 
history,  and  eulogizes  his  whole  career,  as  char- 
acteristic "  of  a  mind  anxious  and  unwearied 
in  the  pursuit  of  truth  and  right ;  patient  of  in- 
quiry;  patient  of  contradiction  ;  courteous,  even 
in  the  collision  of  sentiment ;  sound  in  its  ulti- 
mate judgments,  and  firm  in  its  final  conclu- 
sions."    And  with  regard  to  his  course  in  the 
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chief  magistracy  of  the  Union  he  gives  this 
summary : 

*'  There  behold  him  for  a  term  of  eight  years, 
strengthening  liis  country  for  defense  by  a  sys- 
tem of  combined  fortifications,  military  and  na- 
val ;  sustaining  her  rights,  her  dignity,  and  hon- 
or abroad  ;  soothing  her  dissensions  and  concil- 
iating her  acerbities  at  home ;  controlling  by  a 
firm  tliougli  peaceful  policy  the  hostile  spirit  of 
the  European  Alliance  against  republican  South- 
ern America;  extorting  by  the  mild  compulsion 
of  reason  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  from  the  stipu- 
lated acknowledgment  of  Spain,  and  leading  back 
the  imperial  Autocrat  of  the  North  to  his  lawful 
boundaries  from  his  hastily  asserted  dominion 
over  the  Southern  ocean :  thus  strengthening 
and  consolidating  the  federative  edifice  of  his 
country's  Union  till  he  was  entitled  to  say,  like 
Augustus  Cassar  of  his  imperial  city,  that  he  had 
found  her  built  of  brick,  and  left  her  constructed 
of  rriarble." 

In  the  great  declension  of  political  principle 
and  of  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  the  generation 
which  followed  the  fatal  concessions  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise,  amounting  almost  to  an  ab- 
solute apostasy,  it  has  been  nearly  impossible 
to  convince  the  politicians  of  this  age  that  there 
is  any  thing  sacred  or  even  important  in  the 
Monroe  Doctrine  as  a  permanent  rule  of  national 
policy.  It  appeared  to  most  of  them  very  much 
like  "the  Pope's  Bull  against  the  Comet;"  a 
piece  of  childish  display  pertaining  to  a  by-gone 
age,  but  of  not  the  least  consequence  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  But  that  delusion  is  passing  away. 
The  people  are  opening  their  eyes  to  the  ulterior 
aims  of  the  European  Alliance,  and  are  looking 
to  the  IMonroe  Doctrine  as  the  pole-star  of  our 
future  greatness  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

THE  LAST  OF  SEVEK. 

IT  was  a  mild,  patient  face — a  face  Avhich  told 
the  story  of  long  and  weary  years.  The 
lines  on  it  were  the  slow  chiseling  of  time — a 
monumental  inscription  of  all  the  woman  had 
done  and  suffered.  And  not  many  sadder  epi- 
taphs are  ever  written  than  that  which  was 
traced  on  the  quiet  yet  rugged  features  within 
the  framing  of  that  silver  hair. 

The  woman  had  been  young  and  hopeful  for- 
ty years  ago ;  so  loving,  and,  she  had  thought, 
so  loved.  Perhaps  she  had  been  loved,  then. 
Sometimes,  out  of  natures  as  hard  and  cruel  as 
the  granite  rock,  blossoms  a  summer  longsome 
little  flower — the  one  sweetness  of  a  hard  life- 
time. Such,  it  may  be,  was  Adam  Gibson's 
love  in  the  brief  wooing-time  before  Rachel 
Gray,  with  her  bright  young  beauty,  her  voice 
clear  and  merry  as  a  wild  bird's  note,  and  her 
loving,  earnest  woman's  heart,  stood  beside  him 
at  the  altar  of  the  little  village  church,  and  then 
went  home  with  him,  his  wife. 

For  the  blossoming  of  that  flower  of  love,  for 
the  fond  caresses  and  tender  words  of  that  woo- 
ing, she  would  forgive  him  much,  and  love  him 
long — love  him,  indeed,  until  her  tried  and  .ua- 


tient  heart  should  be  done  with  throbbing  to 
earth's  pain  and  passion. 

At  the  first  slie  had  such  faith  in  him.  When 
their  short  honey-moon  w^as  over,  and  his  true 
character  began  to  develoj)  itself — when  she  was 
forced  to  see  that  to  his  hard,  worldly  nature 
nothing  save  his  own  worldly  success  was  truly 
dear— when  fond  lover  changed  to  stern  task- 
master, and  her  burden  was  laid,  almost  too 
heavily  to  be  borne,  on  her  slender  shoulders, 
she  fought  resolutely  against  the  truth  ;  at  least 
she  would  not  believe  him  harder  or  sterner  tlian 
other  men.  She  said  to  herself  that  it  was  his 
New  England  rearing  which  was  in  fault — it 
was  because  he  had  been  educated  to  suppress 
emotion,  and  to  believe  in  work  as  the  sole  busi- 
ness of  life.  She  blamed  herself  for  oversensi- 
tiveness;  and  when,  a  while  before  her  first 
baby  came,  bhe  broke  down  utterly,  and  had  to 
steal  away  to  her  cli amber  and  give  up  her  tasks 
to  the  strong  hands  of  a  hired  substitute,  she 
sat  there  through  the  days  of  waiting,  and  meek- 
ly pitied  her  husband  because  he  had  married 
a  wife  so  little  suited  to  his  needs,  so  diflerent 
from  the  hardy,  long-enduring  women  around 
her.  She  did  not  blame  him  for  leaving  her  to 
her  solitude — he  had,  so  much  to  do,  the  knew, 
and  of  course  that  still  room  must  be  wearisome 
to  him.  Yet  bitter  tears  fell  now  and  then  on 
the  soft  muslin  fabric  of  her  wedding  dress, 
which  she  was  fashioning  into  dainty  baby  robes, 
her  gift  to  the  unborn  darling  for  whose  coming 
she  waited  in  tremulous  expectation. 

Oh  Avhat  hopes  fluttered  at  her  heart,  sweet- 
ening the  bitterness  of  her  tears !  How  she  for- 
got all  present  sorrow  in  fond  dreams  of  the 
soft  hands  that  Avould  by-and-by  touch  her  cheek, 
the  little  head  that  would  lie  on  her  bosom,  the 
young,  innocent  lij)S  that  should  sometime  bless 
her  ear  with  all  the  words  of  love  for  which  she 
hungered ! 

And  when  at  last  the  hour  came,  and  througli 
the  closed  lips  fluttered  no  breath ;  when  she 
knew  that  the  little  dark-lashed  eyes  could  nev- 
er open,  or  the  little  breast  stir  from  its  marble 
slumber,  she  could  not  help  it  if  moonless  and 
starless  night  settled  down  npon  her  heart.  If 
Adam  Gibson  had  but  loved  her  and  comforted 
her  then — been  pitying,  and  gentle,  and  tender 
— he  might  have  won  her,  body  and  soul,  for 
his  bondslave  forever.  But  when  he  stood  aloof, 
looked  coldly  on  her  bitter  woe,  and  blamed  her 
excessive  indulgence  in  her  sorrow,  he  roused 
that  meekest  of  natures  to  revolt.  She  could 
forgive  him  that  he  had  been  too  busy  with  the 
cares  of  life  to  be  tender  of  her,  but  she  could 
not  forgive  him  that  he  did  not  mourn  for  his 
dead  baby;  and  so  a  bitter  seed  sprang  np  in 
her  heart.  She  did  not  cease  to  love  him — she 
was  too  loyal  a  soul  to  admit  the  possibility  of 
that,  but  she  ceased  to  excuse  him  or  to  wor- 
ship him ;  before  his  altar  she  burnt  no  more 
incense. 

And  yet  she  did  not.  quite,  in  that  one  mat- 
ter, do  him  justice.  Under  the  hard  crust  of 
his  nature  there  was  a  fountain  of  tenderness  of 
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whose  hidden  gleam  she  never  knew.  Perhaps 
there  lives  no  man  so  hard  that  the  sight  of  his 
own  dead  child  would  not  move  him ;  and  even 
Adam  Gibson  looked  upon  his  with  a  throb  of 
nnconfessed  anguish.  But  he  liid  his  feelings 
under  an  iron  mask.  It  was  only  when  no 
human  eye  saw  him  that  he  stole,  just  once, 
into  the  darkened  parlor  where  they  had  laid 
the  dead  darling,  and  touclied  its  tiny  morsels 
of  hands,  and  kissed  its  little,  white,  piteous 
face  with  a  dumb  sense  of  loss  keener  than  any 
thing  he  had  ever  felt  before. 

But  he  said  no  word  of  sorrow,  or  sympathy, 
or  consolation  to  the  poor  young  wife,  wrestling 
alone  with  the  bitterness  of  her  heart-break.  He 
only  told  her  that  it  was  sinful  to  rebel  against 
God's  will;  and  if  she  "took  on"  so  when  she 
was  sick,  she  would  not  be  likely  to  get  well 
very  soon.  And  she  thought,  with  something 
more  like  scorn  than  her  gentle  nature  had  ever 
felt  before,  that  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  have  her 
get  well  because  he  was  unwilling  to  pay  for 
hired  service  any  longer.  From  excusing  him 
for  every  thing,  slie  had  gone  to  the  other  ex- 
treme, and  did  him  less  than  justice  ;  for,  apart 
from  all  economical  considerations,  he  really 
had  a  strong  desire  to  see  her  well ;  to  liave  her 
face  —  that  young,  pretty  face  —  opposite  him 
again  at  his  meals,  and  wlien  he  sat  down  at 
nightfall.  Alas !  it  would  never  again  be  the 
bright  face  it  had  been  Avhen  he  brought  it  there 
a  year  ago. 

She  got  well  in  time — the  lonely,  disappoint- 
ed little  thing — went  again  about  her  household 
tasks,  sadder  and  less  trustful  than  before,  but 
still  gentle.  It  was  then,  so  long  ago,  that  meek 
endurance  began  to  write  its  lines  upon  her  face. 
She  did  not  grow  feeble  or  helpless,  however. 
Her  cares  and-  burdens  served  to  develop  in  her 
new  powers  of  endurance.  She  grew  efficient; 
fell  into  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  hard-work- 
ing New  England  flirmer's  wife  of  forty  years 
ago  ;  less  angular,  perhaps ;  less  self-asserting 
than  most ;  less  roughened  by  the  rough  details 
of  her  life ;  soft-spoken  and  meek-spirited,  as 
stronger  neighbors  used  to  call  her. 

Other  children  came  to  her  after  that ;  but 
for  nearly  twenty  years  none  of  them  lived  much 
beyond  babyhood.  Somehow  she  never  expect- 
ed they  would.  That  first  loss  she  Iiad  accepted 
as  a  prophecy  of  her  destiny.  If  that  first  child 
— so  loved,  so  waited  for — had  not  found  its 
love  and  welcome  strong  enough  to  hold  it  back 
from  the  land  of  the  angels,  how  was  any  other 
to  be  wiled  into  staying  with  her?  I  do  not 
think  she  ever  tasted  again  quite  the  bitterness 
of  that  first  grief,  though  over  five  more  little 
graves,  side  by  side  with  the  first  one,  white 
snows  of  winter  fell  and  summer  wild-flowers 
blossomed. 

At  last,  when  she  was  nearly  forty  years  old, 
and  had  been  more  than  twenty  years  a  wife,  her 
seventh  child  ca,me.  By  some  singular  presenti- 
ment she  felt,  when  she  looked  at  it,  that  this 
child  would  live.  She  did  not  read  in  its  eyes 
the  shadow  of  coming  doom,  as  she  had  in  those 


of  the  others.  She  felt  her  heart  quicken  into 
a  sudden  tumult  of  rapture  as  she  held  the  lit- 
tle one  to  her  bosom,  and  thanked  God  for  this 
comfort  for  her  old  age  ! 

Superstitious  crones  talked  of  the  luck  of  odd 
numbers,  and  the  peculiar  luck  attending  always 
a  seventh  child  ;  and  it  truly  seemed  as  if  all  the 
fairies  had  brought  good  gifts  to  the  little  one's 
christening.  Her  mother  named  her  Winifred, 
after  her  own  mother,  dead  and  gone.  Adam 
Gibson  did  not  interfere.  He  had  grown  used, 
so  it  seemed,  to  births  and  burials,  and  he  let  his 
timid  wife  have  quite  her  OAvn  way  with  the  blos- 
soms that  slept  such  brief  while  upon  her  bosom. 

Contrary  to  his  expectations,  but  in  accord- 
ance with  the  belief  the  mother  had  all  along 
cherished,  the  little  Winifred  grew  up  toward 
her  girlhood  as  bright  and  winsome  a  child  as 
ever  gladdened  any  household. 

There  was  something  in  the  sight  of  the  wee 
little  figure  toddling  round,  under  every  body's 
feet,  yet  never  in  the  way — something  in  the 
sound  of  the  clear-piping  little  voice  calling  him 
father,  that  stirred  Adam  Gibson's  heart  as  it 
had  never  been  stirred  before,  unless  it  were  in 
that  long-past  and  half-forgotten  summer  when 
his  love  for  the  child's  mother  had  blossomed, 
and  spent  its  lavish  sweetness  on  the  summer 
air,  and  with  the  autumn  died,  as  it  seemed, 
like  all  its  summer  sisters.  Yet,  despite  his  love 
for  his  child — a  love  stronger  and  more  deeply 
inwoven  in  his  nature  than  he  knew — there  was, 
almost  from  the  first,  a  sort  of  antagonism  be- 
tween him  and  the  little  one.  She  was  a  bright, 
resolute,  willful  sprite,  with  a  temper  as  domin- 
ant as  his  own  looking  out  of  her  large,  wide- 
opened  eyes.  To  her  mother's  gentle  sway  she 
always  yielded  instant  obedience  :  indeed,  there 
was  something  curiously  soothing  and  protecting 
in  her  manner  toward  her  almost  from  babyhood. 
No  one  must  sit  in  mother's  chair,  no  one  must 
gather  mother's  flowers,  or  interfere  with  any  of 
mother's  comforts  ;  and  her  very  manner  of  obe- 
dience seemed  to  say : 

"Surely  I'll  do  it  if  you  t^ish.  You  shall 
have  it  all  your  own  way,  poor  dear.  I  wouldn't 
cross  you  for  the  world." 

But  she  never  seemed  to  recognize  her  fa- 
ther's right  to  command  her.  He  tried  to  pun-* 
ish  her  once  or  twice,  but  was  met,  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  by  remonstrance  from  his  wife, 
so  passionate  that  he  was  startled  into  abandon- 
ing his  purpose,  and  for  the  most  part  giving  up 
all  efibrts  to  interfere  with  her  gentle  govern- 
ment. 

The  child  loved  him  dearly  too,  but  not  at  all 
in  the  way  she  loved  her  mother.  She  took 
such  liberties  with  him  as  no  one  would  have 
thought  he  would  have  endured  for  a  moment, 
and  he  found  that  he  rather  liked  her  merry 
teasing.  Still  there  was  an  uneasy  conscious- 
ness in  his  heart  that  he  was  not  her  master — 
that  her  will  had  never  bent  itself  to  his — which 
deepened  as  she  grew  toward  womanhood,  and 
kept  alive,  despite  of  tender  love,  that  subtle 
antagonism  which  would  break  out  by-and-by, 
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perhaps,  into  tyranny  on  one  side,  and  revolt  en 
the  other. 

It  was  a  better  sight  than  most  pictures  to  see 
"Winnie  Gibson  when  she  was  eighteen.  She 
was  taller  and  more  fully  develoi)ed  than  her 
mother  had  ever  been,  yet  with  all  her  mother's 
flower-like  delicacy.  Her  large,  fearless,  inno- 
cent eyes  had  a  power  in  them  which  never  had 
looked  out  of  Rachel's.  It  would  not  be  easy 
to  quell  that  spirit,  or  break  down  that  resolute 
will.  Her  mother  had  thought  often  how  strong 
the  girl's  will  was,  with  restless  anxiety,  and  a 
secret  self-blame,  because  she  had  not  striven, 
when  she  was  younger,  to  break  it ;  as  if  there 
had  ever  been  a  time  since  the  bairn  was  old 
enough  to  say  Mother  when  she  had  not  been 
queen  and  Rachel  helplessly  subject. 

She  heard  a  gush  of  song  outside  one  summer 
afternoon,  as  she  sat  thinking,  as  usual,  about 
Winnie,  and  lamenting  her  own  easy  rule.  She 
could  not  help  a  smile  of  pride  as  she  listened  to 
the  full,  rich  voice — a  smile  which  deepened  as 
the  girl  came  in,  brightening  the  room  with  her 
glad,  young  beauty.  She  walked  about  for  a 
few  moments,  putting  things  to  rights  a  little, 
with  a  curious  fidgeting  air  quite  unusual  to  her. 
Then  suddenly  she  came  and  knelt  down  at  her 
mother's  side. 

"Do  you  love  me  much?"  she  asked,  coax- 
ingly. 

"  You  know  that  as  well  as  I  do,  darling." 

"Will  you  miss  me,  then,  when  I  am  gone?" 

"Gone  !"  A  sudden  dismay  struck  to  Rachel 
Gibson's  heart,  and  made  her  cheek  pale.  She 
remembered  six  graves:  were  the  angels  going 
to  call  for  this  child  also  ? 

"Yes,  gone,  mother  darling!  I  have  prom- 
ised this  afternoon  to  leave  you  some  time — to 
go  away  with  James  Ransom." 

"  Go  away  with  James  Ransom!"  the  mother 
repeated  after  her,  slowly,  aghast  with  dismay. 
"  Child,  are  you  mad  ?  Your  father  will  never 
let  you — never.  Don't  you  know  that  he  hates 
old  John  Ransom  with  a  life-long  hatred  ?  Don't 
you  know  that^dam  Gibson  never  changes, 
never  forgives?" 

"I  don't  know  that  James  Ransom  is  any 
worse  because  he  is  John  Ransom's  son.  As 
for  father,  if  you  think  he  won't  let  me  marry 
James,  why,  I  think  I  won't  ask  him." 

The  worst  side  of  the  girl's  nature  was  upper- 
most then.  A  fierce  fire  blazed  in  her  eyes, 
which  made  you  think  of  some  wild  creature  at 
bay.  Her  mother  was  completely  overpowered ; 
her  feeble  resistance,  her  weak  power  of  self-as- 
sertion, all  swept  away,  as  when  some  impetu- 
ous stream,  overflows  its  banks  and  scatters  ruin 
and  wreck  over  peaceful  homes.  It  was  just  as 
well,  perhaps,  that  she  sat  in  such  dumb  silence, 
for  any  words  would  but  have  kindled  Winifred's 
passion  to  fiercer  heat. 

After  a  while  the  girl  was  frightened.  She 
thought  her  mother  seemed  as  if  she  were  turn- 
ing to  stone.  She  began  to  chafe  her  hands 
and  kiss  her,  in  an  agony  of  remorseful  love  and 
sorrow. 


"Don't,  mother,"  she  cried  ;  "  don't  look  so. 
Only  speak  to  me.  I  will  not  go  against  my 
father  any  more  than  I  can  help :  only,  if  there 
is  nothing  to  be  said  against  James,  it  would 
not  be  right  for  me  to  give  him  up  just  because 
my  father  and  his  don't  like  each  other. " 

"  You  must  let  me  tell  him  to-night,  Winnie, 
and  see  what  he  says.  Until  after  that  don't 
let  us  talk  about  it.  It  frightens  me.  Sit  down 
here  beside  me,  and  let  me  forget  the  bad  news 
a  while,  and  think  you  are  my  own  little  Win- 
nie, that  used  to  love  me  so." 

"That  does  love  you  so,  mother,"  whispered 
the  girl,  with  soothing  fondness;  "that  would 
die  before  any  one  should  harm  one  hair  of  your 
head." 

The  next  morning  Winnie's  eyes  sought  her 
mother's  face  anxiously.  She  could  gather  from 
it  little  hope.  Rachel  was  pale  and  silent. 
Adam  Gibson,  too,  ate  his  breakfast  without  an 
unnecessary  word  ;  and  Winnie  did  not  run  aft- 
er him,  as  he  went  out  to  his  farm,  with  any 
kisses,  or  merry,  teasing  ways,  as  her  wont  was. 
The  spell  of  silence  seemed  to  have  fallen  on 
her  also.  She  helped  her  mother  quietly  to 
clear  away  the  breakfast  things  and  do  up  the 
morning's  work,  and  not  till  the  two  had  sat 
down  together  in  the  still  house  did  she  ask  a 
question.     Then  it  came,  anxiously,  pleadingly : 

"What  did  father  say?  Ai*e  you  never  go- 
ing.to  tell  me,  mother?" 

"  It  is  no  use,  Winnie.  You  must  give  it 
up.     He  will  never  consent — never." 

"Give  it  up!"  A  smile,  just  touched  with 
scornful  pity,  flickered  across  Winnie's  lips. 
"You  don't  understand  what  you  say.  I  could 
no  sooner  give  up  James  Ransom  than  you  could 
give  me  up,  mother.*    I  love  him." 

Blank  terror  whitened  for  a  moment  Rachel's 
face,  and  looked  out  of  her  sad  eyes.  Then  all 
grew  dark,  and  her  head  fell  back  against  the 
cushions  of  her  chair,  in  a  dead  faint.  Winnie 
sprang  to  her  side,  and  tried  half  a  dozen  simple 
means  of  restoration,  trembling  herself  with  fear 
for  the  consequences  of  what  she  had  done. 

The  swoon  did  not  last  long.  Very  soon  the 
mother  opened  her  eyes,  and  said,  faintly, 

"  It  was  nothing.  I  shall  be  better  in  a  mo- 
ment." 

When  she  was  sitting  up  again,  and  Winnie 
was  kneeling  beside  her,  begging  her  forgiveness 
with  the  quick,  impulsive  penitence  of  her  pas- 
sionate nature,  she  brushed  back  the  girl's  brown 
hair  with  a  tender  touch,  as  she  said, 

"  I  never  yet  had  any  thing  to  forgive  in  you, 
Winnie.  Ever  since  I  have  had  you  you  have 
been  good  to  me.  I  do  not  blame  you  for  this. 
You  could  not  help  loving  him,  I  suppose  ;  and 
there  seems  no  justice  in  asking  you  to  give 
him  up  because  your  father  and  his  can't  agree. 
Still,  it's  a  dreadful  thing  to  go  right  against 
your  father's  Avill.  It  will  separate  you  from 
me;  for  I  don't  think  he  would  ever  let  you 
come  into  the  house  again." 

"Nothing  can  truly  separate  us,  mother,  for 
we  shall  alwavs  love  each  other." 
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"Ay!  but  what  should  I  do  without  you  all 
the  long  days?  For  eighteen  years  you  have 
never  been  one  day  away  from  me.  How  could 
I  live  in  this  still  house  and  never  hear  you 
laugh  or  speak,  or  see  your  face,  or  have  kiss 
or  smile  from  your  lips?     Ob,  child,  child!" 

Winnie's  dark  eyes  swam  in  tears.  She  drew 
her  mother's  head  to  her  bosom  with  the  old  air 
of  protection  which  had  been  so  ludicrous  when 
she  was  a  little  toddling  thing. 

"  There !  don't  grieve,"  she  said,  soothingly; 
*'  I  will  stay  with  you,  at  least  for  a  while.  I 
am  only  eighteen  now.  When  I  am  twenty-one 
I  shall  have  a  legal  right  to  take  my  own  course. 
Till  then  I  will  obey  my  father.  So  cheer  up, 
darling!  you  are  sure  of  me  for  three  years. 
This  afternoon  Ijwill  see  James  and  tell  him  so." 
"  Bat  I  shall  be  keeping  you  from  happiness, 
and  your  heart  won't  be  here  even  if  you  are." 

"  Yes,  it  will,  mother ;  you  shall  find  no 
change  in  me.  It  is  best  to  do  it.  Since  father 
opposes  me,  I  ought  not  to  resist  him  till  I  am 
older.  We  are  young,  James  and  I,  and  we  can 
afford  a  little  waiting." 

That  night,  just  at  twilight,  Winifred  came 
in,  a  strange  look  upon  her  face — a  light  in  her 
eyes  proud  but  sad.  She  did  not  speak,  for  her 
father  sat  at  the  table.  She  waited  until  some- 
thing called  her  mother  into  the  next  room. 
Then  she  followed  her. 

' '  I  have  told  James,  mother,  and  he  is  going 
to  enlist  for  the  next  three  years.  So  we  will 
be  happy  together  as  we  used  to  be,  you  and  I. 
The  poor  boy  will  be  out  of  the  way." 

*'But  if  you  lose  him!  If  he  should  be 
killed!" 

"He  will  not  be,  mother!  I  am  not  bad 
enough  to  need  such  discipline.  The  great  Fa- 
ther pities  his  children,  and  he  will  let  me  have 
James  back  again  in  safety.  I  shall  not  allow 
myself  to  fear.  I  am  glad  he  is  going.  I  shall 
love  him  better,  and  be  prouder  of  hira  all  my 
life,  for  doing  this  work  for  his  country." 

"Did  you  tell  the  girl  what  I  said?"  Adam 
Gibson  asked,  gruffly,  in  his  own  room  with  his 
wife  that  night.. 

"Not  all.  I  told  her  that  you  would  never 
consent,  and  she  has  told  him.  He  is  going  to 
enlist  for  three  years.  He  will  be  out  of  your 
way ;  but  I  warn  you  if  he  dies  it  will  kill  Win- 
nie." 

"Girls  don't  die  so  easy — or  didn't  when  I 
was  young.  Don't  worry.  Before  the  three 
years  ai*e  out  we  shall  have  her  married  off  to 
somebody  better  worth  having." 

Rachel  did  not  contradict  him,  but  she  won- 
dered that  he  did  not  understand  better  the  stead- 
fast, persistent  nature  inherited  from  his  own. 
The  very  same  element  of  character  which  made 
it  impossible  for  him  to  forgive  John  Ransom 
would  make  it  impossible  for  his  daughter  to 
cease  from  loving  John  Ransom's  son. 

That  was  the  fall  of  'Gl.  Men  had  begun  to 
find  the  Great  Rebellion  a  very  real  and  earnest 
thing,  and  were  rising  up  to  crush  it;  making 
preparations  on  a  very  different  scale  from  what 


they  had  at  first  imagined  would  be  necessary. 
The  regiment  which  James  Ransom  joined  be- 
longed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was 
destined  to  see  some  of  the  fiercest  fighting  of 
the  war. 

Winnie  had  promised  that  her  mother  should 
find  no  change  in  her.  But  she  could  not  quite 
make  good  her  words.  There  was  no  diminu- 
tion of  affection,  indeed  ;  no  lack  of  the  tender 
thoughtfulness  with  which — seeming  oven  from 
childhood  to  understand  all  the  untold  sorrow  of 
her  mother's  lot — she  had  always  striven  to  light- 
en her  burdens.  But  the  merry  girl,  full  of 
song  and  frolic  and  the  exuberant  life  of  youth, 
was  gone  ;  and,  in  her  stead,  an  anxious  woman 
moved  silently  around  the  house,  making  no 
complaints,  saying  nothing  of  her  hopes  and 
fears,  but  studying  newspapers,  shivering  at  ru- 
mors of  battles,  and  gentle  with  a  sad,  pitiful 
gentleness  more  pathetic  than  words. 

Adam  Gibson  never  once  mentioned  to  his 
child  the  name  of  James  Ransom,  but  he  tried 
hard  to  be  kind  to  her  in  his  own  way.  He 
bought  her  handsome  clothes,  which  she  never 
wore ;  gave  her  money,  Avhich  went  all  of  it  to 
buy  comforts  for  soldiers  far  away,  or  their  be- 
reaved wives  and  children  at  home;  sometimes 
tried  to  provoke  her  to  her  old  manner  of  teas- 
ing playfulness,  but  never  succeeded.  She  was 
perfectly  respectful  to  him,  more  obedient  than 
she  had  ever  been  before  ;  but,  beyond  the  form- 
al kiss  at  night  and  morning,  when  her  cold  lips 
just  touched  his  cheek,  never  affectionate.  I 
think  that  hard,  unyielding  heart  of  his  grew 
hungry,  sometimes,  to  see  her  as  she  used  to 
be.  Perhaps  he  repented  himself  of  what  he 
had  done ;  but,  if  so,  he  made  no  sign. 

So  the  years  went  on.  James  Ransom  never 
came  home,  and  no  one  ever  talked  about  him 
in  the  house  of  Adam  Gibson.  Once  or  twice 
Rachel  had  tried  to  speak  some  comforting  word 
about  him  to  her  child ;  but  the  pale  pain  of 
Winnie's  face,  the  stillness  of  her  unresponsive 
lips,  had  silenced  her.  Whether  the  girl  ever 
heard  of  him  no  one  knew ;  if  she  did,  she  kept 
her  own  secrets. 

In  the  early  spring  of  'G4  nearly  all  his  regi- 
ment re-enlisted,  and  were  home  on  furlough; 
but  James  Ransom  was  not  among  them.  Ra- 
chel guessed  by  this  that  he  expected  to  claim 
his  bride  in  the  fall,  and  was  not  ready  to  post- 
pone it  any  longer.  So  far  Winnie's  belief  in 
his  safety  had  been  justified.  He  had  had, 
they  heard  through  village  rumor,  a  few  slight 
wounds,  never  any  thing  serious — and  he  had 
been  in  all  the  battles. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  of 
'64  would  come  a  new  trial,  the  last  and  fierc- 
est. Even  Winifred,  knowing  what  lay  before 
the  gallant  army  marching  on  in  the  way  thrice 
soaked  in  vain  already  with  the  most  precious 
blood  of  the  country,  even  she  lost  something 
of  her  faith,  and  grew  so  weak  with  fear  that 
the  sudden  rustle  of  a  paper,  or  the  swift  flight 
of  a  bird  across  a  window,  would  unnerve  lier. 
She  was  standing  by  the  table  one  day  in 


474 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


May,  doing  some  of  her  customaiy  household 
tasks,  when  licr  father  came  in.  Whether  he 
had  tal^en  her  silence  with  regard  to  James 
Ransom  for  the  silence  of  forgctfulness,  or 
whether  he  was  urged  on  hy  some  fierce  impulse 
to  let  her  know  at  once  that  all  her  hopes  were 
over,  I  know  not.  At  any  rate,  addressing 
his  wife,  but  looking  straight  at  Winifred,  he 
said, 

"Mother,  James  Ransom  is  dead.  He  was 
killed  in  tlie  battle  of  the  12th  of  May." 

As  silently  and  helplessly  as  if  she  had  been 
shot  through  the  heart  Winnie  fell  to  the  floor. 
Her  mother  sprang  to  her  side,  but  paused  an 
instant,  even  before  die  lifted  up  the  dear  head, 
to  utter  her  cry  of  indignation  : 

"How  dare  you,  Adam  Gibson,  to  say  the 
Lord's  Prayer  night  and  morning,  and  ask  God 
to  forgive  you  as  you  forgive  those  who  trespass 
against  3'ou  ?  Do  you  want  to  be  forgiven  as 
you  have  forgiven  John  Ransom  ?  You  are  a 
hard  man  ;  you  have  been  Iiard  to  me  for  forty 
years,  and  I  have  borne  it  in  silence  ;  but  if  you 
have  killed  my  child,  may  God  forgive  you,  for 
I  can  not!" 

He  was  stricken  to  silence — partly,  perhaps, 
by  his  own  terror  at  what  he  had  done,  and  still 
more  by  the  fierce  wrath  of  the  meek-spirited 
woman,  who  had  been  to  him  for  forty  years  the 
embodiment  of  silent  submission  and  long-suf- 
fering. He  stood  by  without  a  word  while  she 
loosened  the  girl's  dress,  and  bathed  her  fore- 
head, and  chafed  her  hands.  Then  he  lifted 
her  up  tenderly  as  if  she  had  been  an  infant, 
and  carried  her  in  his  arms  to  her  own  room. 

She  was  not  dead,  for  her  pulses  stirred  lan- 
guidly, and  her  breath  feebly  came  and  went ; 
but  she  took  no  nourishment,  spoke  no  word, 
made  no  answer,  even  when  her  mother  called 
her  name. 

So  she  lay  for  three  weary  days  and  nights, 
with  her  mother's  mild,  patient  face  bending, 
full  of  anguish,  over  her  pillow.  In  those  days 
years  seemed  to  have  done  their  work  on  Adam 
Gibson.  He  grew  gray  and  old,  and  his  Aviry 
figure  seemed  to  bend  like  a  tree  before  some 
sudden  blast. 

The  fourth  day  he  came  in  from  some  errand 
M'hich  had  taken  him  to  the  village,  with  a  look 
of  strange  excitement  replacing  the  blank  de- 
spair of  his  face.  He  beckoned  his  wife  from 
the  room  where  she  kept  vigil  beside  Winifred. 

"  Mother,"  he  said,  hoarsely,  "  he  is  not  dead 
after  all.  That  first  report  was  false.  He  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  now  he  has 
been  exchanged  with  a  number  more  of  the 
wounded.  They  say  he  won't  die,  and  John 
Ransom  is  going  on  to  bring  him  home.  They 
are  giving  furloughs  to  those  of  the  Avounded 
who  can  bear  to  be  moved,  because  the  hospitals 
are  so  full  that  they'll  get  better  care  at  home. 
Will  his  coming  save  Winnie's  life?" 

"  What  is  the  use  of  his  coming  home,  or  of 
saving  Winnie's  life,  when  you've  set  your  will 
up  that  she  sha'n't  have  him?  Better  let  them 
both  die.     IMaybc  they'll  come  together  in  heav- 


en ;  for  it's  my  belief  that  the  Heavenly  Father 
is  kinder  than  earthly  ones  are." 

"But  I  am  not  set  against  them,  mother — 
not  now.  Your  words  went  home,  Rachel — 
went  home.  I  am  a  liumbled  man,  and  I  am 
willing  to  give  in.  I  will  ask  John  Ransom  t© 
forgive  me,  and  let  me  go  with  him  to  bring  his 
boy  back.  Only  tell  me,  will  it  be  in  time  to 
save  our  girl's  life  ?" 

"God  grant  it  may  be!  Yes,  it  irillhc — it 
7mist  be!"  she  answered,  growing  strangely  piti- 
ful toward  him,  now  that  she  saw  what  a  work 
his  grief  was  doing  in  breaking  down  old  preju- 
dices, and  softening  the  heart  which  so  many 
unforgiving  years  had  hardened.  She  went  in 
then  to  Winnie,  he  following.  She  scarcely 
hoped  to  rouse  her,  but  she  Avould  make  the  ef- 
fort.    She  bent  over  the  pillow. 

"Winnie,  Winnie  darling,  it  was  not  true. 
It  was  a  mistake.  James  is  not  dead,  and 
father  is  going  for  him  to  bring  him  home  to 
you." 

As  if  fraught  with  some  strange  power  of  pen- 
etrating the  dulled  senses,  the  life-giving  words 
Avent  home.  A  smile,  Avan  and  faint,  but  oh! 
so  full  of  sweetness,  flickered  across  the  pale  lips, 
and  then  they  moA-ed,  and  formed  rather  than 
articulated  the  Avord  "father." 

Adam  Gibson  bent  over  her,  shaken  by  such 
a  tempest  of  emotion  as  he  had  never  knoAvn 
before — a  passion  of  love,  and  remorse,  and  hope. 
He  felt  her  lips  touch  his  face,  the  first  A^olun- 
tary  caress  she  had  given  him  since  he  refused 
to  sanction  her  love  :  felt  it,  and  then  Avent  away 
to  Aveep,  Avhere  no  human  eyes  saw  him,  such 
tears  as  he  had  never  Avept  before  ;  a  rain  that 
Avould  soften  his  heart  and  make  it  meet  soil  for 
the  seeds  of  hope,  and  love,  and  faith. 

When  he  had  regained  at  last  his  self-con- 
trol he  Avent  up  the  road  that  led  to  John  Ran- 
som's house.  He  found  his  old  enemy  in  the 
yard,  making  some  arrangements  for  his  jour- 
ney. There,  under  the  May  sky,  AA'ith  God's 
peace  in  the  Avorld  around  them,  he  A\'ent  up  to 
John  Ransom  and  put  out  his  hand. 

"Forgive  me,  neighbor.  I  have  been  your 
enemy  more  than  forty  years,  and  called  myself 
your  felloAv-Christian  all  tlie  time.  Is  it  too 
late  noAv  for  us  to  begin  to  be  friends  ?" 

His  outstretched  hand  Avas  grasped,  and  kind- 
ness begat  kindness,  and  penitence  Avas  the  fa- 
ther of  penitence.  All  past  faults  on  both  sides 
Avere  confessed  and  forgiA'cn  ;  and  then  x\dam 
Gibson  told  the  story  of  his  cliild's  love  and  suf- 
fering, and  asked  the  question,  to  him  so  mo- 
mentous : 

"May  I  go  Avith  you,  neighbor,  to  bring 
James  back?  I  think  I  coidd  help  you,  and  I 
should  feel  easier  if  I  Avas  doing  something  for 
Winnie  to  make  up  for  the  past." 

His  offer  Avas  not  rejected,  and  that  A-ery  aft- 
ernoon the  tAVO  men  started  to  bring  Winifred's 
hero  home. 

As  for  her,  hope  had  seemed  to  penetrate  all 
her  veins  like  an  elixir  of  life.  She  grew  better 
rapidly,  and  before  the  Avcek  of  their  absence 
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was  over  some  pale  roses  began  to  bloom  on  her 
thin  cheeks. 

At  last  they  came.  The  soldier's  wound  was 
less  severe  tlian  they  had  feared  ;  but,  as  he  was 
not  fit  for  dut}',  they  had  not  found  it  difficult 
to  get  for  him  leave  of  absence.  Ho  came  at 
once  to  Adam  Gibson's  house.  Even  his  father 
was  ready  to  admit  that  she  who  had  so  nearly 
died  for  him  had  the  first  claim.  Triumphant- 
ly her  father  led  him  in — led  him  to  the  easy- 
chair  where  Winifred  sat,  too  weak  to  rise  even 
yet.  He  put  their  hands  together,  and  said, 
fervently  : 

"I  give  him  to  you,  and  you  to  him,  and  I 
pray  God  to  bless  you  both." 

He  heard,  as  he  turned  away,  her  low  cry  of 
content — "  Oh,  James  !  James  !" — and  perhaps 
it  was  the  happiest  moment  he  had  ever  known. 

He  went  out  into  the  other  room.  John  Ran- 
som had  gone  away  to  prepare  his  wife  for  their 
boy's  home-coming,  and  Rachel  sat  there  alone. 
For  a  moment  he  looked  at  her  searchingly. 
With  his  sight  sharpened  by  self-knowledge,  he 
could  read  the  sad  lines  which  the  years  had 
graven  on  her  face.  He  remembered  the  bright 
fresli  beauty  he  had  wooed  and  won ;  and  the 
old  love — not  dead  all  this  time,  but  sleeping — 
stirred  again  to  the  life  of  youth  in  his  heart. 
He  went  to  her  side  and  took  her  hand,  making 
her  look  at  him  as  he  spoke : 

"You  said  I  was  a  hard  man,  Rachel ;  that  I 
had  been  hard  to  you  for  fort\^  years ;  and  you 
said  the  truth.  But  our  child  will  live  :  I  have 
not  killed  her,  and  so  I  may  ask  you  to  forgive 
me.  I  have  not  been  worthy  of  your  love ;  but 
oh  !  tell  me,  if  you  can,  that  I  have  not  lost  it ; 
for  never,  not  even  that  summer  when  I  won 
you,  did  I  love  you  so  Avell  as  now,  my  wife,  my 
Rachel!" 

She  could  not  speak,  but  what  need  of  words  ? 
Her  worn  face  blushed  and  brightened  with  a 
beauty  tenderer  than  her  youth's ;  her  arms — 
those  tired  arms,  so  long  empty — fell  round  his 
neck ;  and  the  lonely  heart  hushed  the  throbs 
of  its  life-long  aching  in  the  rest,  won  so  late, 
but  won  at  last. 

THE  FIRST  TIME  UNDER  FIRE. 

WE  had  lain  for  ten  days  within  hearing  of 
the  bombardment  of  Fort  Jackson,  with- 
in sight  of  the  bursting  shells  and  of  the  smoke 
of  that  great  torment,  but  still  we  had  not  as  a 
regiment  been  under  fire.  We  were  the  first 
troops  to  reach  conquered  New  Orleans ;  but 
we  had  never  yet  heard  tho  whistling  of  balls, 
excepting  in  a  trifling  skirmish  on  Pearl  River, 
where  five  of  our  companies  received  a  harmless 
volley  from  forty  or  fifty  invisible  guerrillas. 
About  all  that  we  knew  of  war  was  the  routine 
of  drill  and  guard  duty,  and  the  false  night 
alarms  with  which  our  brigadier  used  to  try  us 
and  season  us.  No ;  I  am  mistaken :  we  did 
know  what  it  was  to  suffer;  to  wilt  under  a 
Southern  sun,  and  be  daubed  with  Louisiana 
mud  ;  to  be  sick  by  hundreds  and  die  by  scores. 


But  now  we  were  to  quit  garrison  duty  behind 
the  great  earth-works  of  Camp  Farapet,  and  go 
into  offensive  operations.  Lieutenant  Godfrey 
Weitzel  of  the  Engineers,  the  chief  military  ad- 
viser of  General  Butler,  had  lately  been  created 
Brigadier-General,  and  the  extenuated  forces  of 
the  department  were  exhausted  to  furnish  him 
with  a  brigade  suitable  to  the  execution  of  the 
plans  which  he  proposed. 

W^eitzel  did  not  want  the  Twelfth  Connecti- 
cut. It  was  generally  believed  that  the  regi- 
ments which  garrisoned  Camp  Farapet  were  not 
only  sickly  but  broken  in  spirit  and  undisci- 
plined. Sickly  I  have  admitted  that  we  were; 
but  not  broken  in  spirit,  except  so  far  as  that  life, 
from  constant  misery,  had  come  to  seem  hardly  . 
desirable,  and  death,  by  constant  presence,  had 
lost  his  terrors ;  while,  as  to  the  third  charge,  I 
can  neither  broadly  admit  nor  squarely  deny  it. 

But  the  word  had  gone  abroad  that  we  were 
undisciplined,  and  so  General  Weitzel  did  not 
want  the  Twelfth  Connecticut.  Shortly  after 
we  joined  his  brigade  he  came  upon  us  in  one 
of  our  battalion  drills,  and,  taking  command, 
hurried  us  on  the  double-quick  through  move- 
ment after  movement,  with  the  intention,  as  I 
verily  believe,  of  puzzling  us,  and  so  finding  oc- 
casion to  report  us  unfit  for  immediate  field 
service.  It  Avas,  "Double  column  at  half  dis- 
tance ;  battalion,  inward  face ;  double-quick, 
march!"  And  then — "Form  square;  right 
and  left  into  line  wheel;  double-quick,  march  !" 
And  then — "Reduce  square;  double-quick, 
march!"  And  then — "Column  forward,  guide 
right;  double-quick,  march!"  And  then — "De- 
ploy column;  right  companies,  right  into  line 
wheel ;  left  companies,  on  the  right  into  line ; 
battalion,  guide  right,  double-quick,  ma-r-ch!" 
And  so  on  for  half  an  hour,  as  fast  as  the  men 
could  trot  and  the  officers  dress  the  ranks.  But 
there  was  not  an  instant's  tangle  in  reeling  and 
unreeling  the  difficult  skein.  If  there  was  any 
thing  that  our  Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding 
loved,  if  there  was  any  thing  that  our  old  Gen- 
eral excelled  in,  it  was  tactical  evolution.  We 
had  been  drilled  in  battalion  and  drilled  in  bri- 
gade till  we  went  like  a  watch.  Weitzel  rode 
off  satisfied  with  the  Twelfth  Connecticut;  and 
the  regiment  was  equally  pleased  with  its  smart 
young  General. 

The  brigade  consisted  of  the  Seventy-fifth 
New  York,  P^ighth  New  Hampshire,  First  Lou- 
isiana, andf  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Connecti- 
cut, infantry;  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  and  First 
Maine  batteries ;  Perkins's  company  of  Massa- 
chusetts cavalry,  and  Barrett's,  Godfrey's,  and 
Williamson's  companies  of  Louisiana  cavalry, 
numbering  altogether  nearly  four  thousand  ef- 
fective men. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  18G2,  it  embarked 
on  some  small  river  steamers,  and,  convoyed  by 
three  gun-boats,  sailed  one  hundred  miles  up  the 
Mississippi,  landing  the  following  day  near  the 
once  flourishing  little  town  of  Donelsonville. 
Donclsonville  is  on  the  right  or  western  bank, ' 
astride  of  the  Bavou  Lafourche,  which  is  one 
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of  the  numerous  outlets  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
carries  off  a  considerable  body  of  water  through 
the  rich  district  of  Lafourche  lutericur.  The 
place  was  in  ruins,  shattered  by  shells  and  half 
burned — a  punishment  which  had  fallen  upon  it 
for  filing  on  Farrngut's  gun-boats.  Our  regi- 
ment slept  on  the  floor  of  a  church,  and  I  ate 
my  supper  off  a  tombstone  in  the  cemetery.  At 
six  in  the  morning,  leaving  the  First  Louisiana 
to  hold  Donelsonville,  we  commenced  our  march, 
following  the  bayou  in  a  westerly  and  then  in  a 
southerly  direction,  one  regiment  of  infantry  and 
one  company  of  cavalry  on  the  right  bank,  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  bank.  Com- 
munication was  secured  by  two  gigantic  Missis- 
sippi flat-boats,  easily  convertible  into  a  pontoon- 
bridge,  which  were  towed  down  the  current  by 
mules  and  contrabands. 

This  was  the  first  night  that  our  regiment 
passed  out  of  doors.  I  thought  I  never  should 
get  to  sleep.  I  had  a  bed  of  cornstalks,  but  I 
believed  I  was  roughing  it.  It  was  the  dread- 
ful exposure  to  the  night  air  which  worried  me, 
and  not  the  proximity  of  hostile  balls  and  bay- 
onets. And  when  I  was  roused  at  five  in  the 
morning  to  continue  the  march,  I  actually  felt 
more  fearful  of  being  broken  down  by  want  of 
proper  rest  than  of  being  shot  in  the  approach- 
ing engagement.  How  mistaken  our  mothers 
were  when  they  warned  us  against  exposure  to 
night  air,  and  sleeping  in  damp  clothing,  and 
going  with  wet  feet !  Judging  from  a  two-years' 
experience  of  almost  constant  field-service,  I 
aver  that  these  things  are  wholesome  and  re- 
storative. It  does  not  require  a  strong  consti- 
tution to  stand  them ;  it  is  sleeping  inside  of 
walls  which  ought  properly  to  be  called  expo- 
sure, and  which  demands  a  vigorous  vitality; 
and  it  is  the  crowning  triumph  of  civilization 
that  it  enables  humanity  to  do  this  without  ex- 
termination. I  have  a  screed  to  deliver  some 
day  on  this  subject  to  a  misguided  and  house- 
poisoned  public. 

Meantime  our  General  was  unable  to  sleep, 
in  his  anxiety  about  the  struggle  which  he  knew 
would  come  on  the  morrow.  It  would  be  his 
first  battle,  and  not  one  of  his  regiments  had 
ever  been  under  fire.  About  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  recollected  that  he  had  no  corps  of 
engineers  to  cut  down  the  levee,  in  case  it  should 
be  necessary  to  pass  cavalry  and  artillery  across 
the  bayou.  He  ordered  a  body  of  soldiers  and 
contrabands  to  be  detailed  for  that  pi^'pose,  and 
had  them  furnished  with  spades,  picks,  and  axes. 
Was  that  all  ?  He  ran  over  his  preparations, 
and  found  them  complete;  so,  lying  down  in 
his  trooper's  over-coat,  he  slept  till  the  column 
started. 

This  day  (Monday,  October  27,  18G2)  the 
Eighth  New  Hampshire  and  Perkins's  Massa- 
chusetts cavalry  were  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
bayou,  parallel  with  the  head  of  the  main  col- 
umn. It  Avas  prudent  to  keep  our  principal 
force  on  the  left  bank,  because  that  afforded  the 
broadest  and  diiectest  line  of  retreat  in  case  of 
a  repulse.     The  troops  marched  as  loosely  as 


usual,  in  the  road,  on  the  levee,  and  all  over  the 
lots,  taking  advantage  of  every  possible  cut-off, 
and  presenting  an  extraordinary  contrast  to  the 
rank-and-file  regularity  of  movement  which  the 
same  regiments  were  brought  to  after  six  or 
eight  months  more  of  field  duties.  We  passed 
pretty,  flourishing  plantations,  and  endless  flats 
of  waving  green  sugar-cane.  The  roads  were 
vacant  of  vehicles ;  not  an  individual  of  the  dom- 
inant white  race  showed  his  face;  but  crowds 
of  negroes  rushed  out  with  tumultuous  simple 
acclamations  of  joy.  It  was  "God  bless  you, 
massas ! — Oh,  de  Lord's  name  be  praised  ! — We 
knowed  you'd  come! — I'se  a  gwine 'long  with 
you."  And  go  with  us  they  did  by  hundreds, 
ready  to  do  any  thing  for  us,  and  submitting 
uncomplainingly  to  the  trickeries  and  robberies 
which  were  practiced  upon  them  by  the  jokers 
and  scape-graces  of  the  brigade.  Looking  ahead 
down  the  longer  stretches  of  the  winding  bayou, 
we  could  occasionally  see  the  parti-colored  flags 
of  the  signal  corps  waving  from  some  conspicu- 
ous angle  of  the  levee,  as  they  sent  back  in  si- 
lent messages  the  discoveries  of  the  advanced 
scouts.  As  on  the  day  previous,  we  came  across 
a  freshly-deserted  bivouac  of  the  rebels,  and  we 
learned  from  the  negroes  that  they  numbered 
about  five  hundred,  chiefly  cavalry  or  mounted 
infantry.  I,  for  one,  expected  no  engagement, 
not  knowing  that  these  troopers  were  hastening 
to  join  a  force  of  about  two  thousand  infantry 
and  artillery  which  General  Mouton  had  collect- 
ed at  Thibodeaux,  the  capital  of  the  Lafourche 
district.  Moreover  our  regiment  formed  th^e  rear 
of  the  column,  and  I,  as  officer  of  the  day,  march- 
ed Avith  the  rear-guard  of  the  regiment,  so  that 
I  seemed  to  be  far  away  from  all  chances  of 
battle. 

Then  came  a  story  that  the  fighting  had  been 
going  on  in  front  for  more  than  an  hour,  and 
that  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  had  already  lost 
seventy  men  ;  which,  by-the-way,  was  only  one 
of  the  numerous  false  rumors  that  fly  broadcast 
like  grape-shot  through  every  combat ;  the  losses 
being  trifling  up  to  this  time,  and  the  Thirteenth 
not  having  yet  been  engaged. 

I  learned  afterward  that  the  affair  commenced 
in  this  manner:  A  sergeant  and  four  or  five 
men  of  Perkins's  cavalry,  scouting  ahead  of  the 
Eighth  New  Hampshire,  passed  an  open  field  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  came  next  to  a 
wood  filled  Avith  underbrush,  the  road  running 
between  this  and  the  levee  of  the  bayou.  Here 
one  of  the  troopers  whispered,  "Sergeant,  there 
they  are — to  the  right — lying  down."  The  ser- 
geant turned  his  eyes  without  turning  his  head, 
and  saw  ranks  of  men  in  dirty  gray  and  butter- 
nut uniforms  stretched  on  their  faces  in  the 
wood,  nearly  concealed  by  the  leafy  undergrowth. 
Rising  in  his  stirrups,  he  looked  ostentatiously 
in  every  other  direction,  and  called  out,  "I  don't 
see  any  tiling ;  let's  go  back  and  re])ort."  Turn- 
ing with  assumed  carelessness,  they  went  away 
at  a  walk  until  they  reached  a  distance  of  ten 
or  fifteen  rods,  when  they  broke  at  full  gallop 
for  the  head  of  the  column.     One  of  the  i  ebels, 
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whom  we  took  in  the  subsequent  battle,  remark- 
ed :  "If  that  sergeant  hadn't  been  so  steady  he 
would  have  caught  his  death-cold.  I  had  a  bead 
drawn  on  him ;  but  the  officers  wouldn't  let  us 
fire.  They  thought  the  coons  didn't  see  us,  and 
they  allowed  they  was  going  to  bag  the  whole 
column." 

Perkins  immediately  deployed  his  men  as 
skirmishers,  and  opened  fire  on  the  ambush. 
The  rebels  returned  it  vigorously,  throwing  out 
a  heavy  force  of  sharp-shooters,  and  bringing  up 
four  pieces  of  artillery  to  the  angle  of  the  wood, 
where  they  took  position  behind  a  cover  of  green- 
ery. The  horses  of  this  artillery  were  mistaken 
for  cavalry,  and  the  Eighth  New  Hampshire 
formed  square,  after  sending  out  two  companies 
as  skirmishers  to  support  Perkins.  On  the  oth- 
er side  of  the  bayou  Weitzel  promptly  formed 
the  Seventy-fifth  New  York  and  Thirteenth  Con- 
necticut in  columns  by  battalion,  and  pushed 
them  forward  to  find  the  force  which  he  sup])osed 
must  be  in  front  of  his  main  body.  But  this 
force,  tlie  rel)el  riglit  wing,  Avas  not  large,  and 
was  held  back  out  of  action,  waiting  for  eventu- 
alities. The  Seventy-fifth  and  Thirteenth  wea- 
ried themselves  in  vain  with  struggling  through 
interminable  green  cane-fields,  which  broke  up 
the  formations  of  the  columns,  and  even  of  tlie 
companies,  compelling  them  to  halt  and  reor- 
ganize. 

"  This  is  a  false  scent,"  safd  Weitzel.  "  The 
fighting  will  be  on  the  other  side." 

The  two  regiments  received  orders  to. hurry 
back,  the  Thirteenth  to  go  to  the  support  of  the 
Eighth,  and  the  Seventy-fifth  to  hold  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  crossing.  The  engineer  corps 
organized  in  the  morning  was  set  to  work  cut- 
ting a  road  through  the  levee ;  the  unwieldy 
pontoon-bridge  was  swung  into  position,  and  two 
] 2-pound  howitzers  placed  to  command  it.  At 
the  same  time  an  aid  was  sent  to  the  Twelfth 
Connecticut  Avith  instructions  to  throw  off  knap- 
sacks, leave  two  companies  to  protect  the  bag- 
gage train,  and  hasten  up  to  join  in  the  attack. 

Here  let  me  pause  to  remark  that  the  little 
battle  of  Labadieville  was  the  most  scientific 
combat,  or  at  least  the  very  luckiest  one  in  re- 
gard to  combinations  eifecting  their  logical  re- 
sults,' that  I  ever  witnessed.  It  is  as  an  illus- 
tration of  two  great  military  principles,  the  value 
of  time  and  the  value  of  concentration,  that  it 
is  chiefly  interesting.  To  exhibit  this  I  must 
state  the  enemy's  position,  forces,  and  inten- 
tions. I  have  already  observed  that  his  right 
wing,  posted  on  the  left  bank  of  the  bayou,  and 
consisting  of  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  bat- 
tery of  six  field-pieces,  was  held  well  back,  or, 
in  military  parlance,  refused,  being  probably 
meant  to  merely  amuse  our  main  column.  His 
centre,  on  the  right  bank,  was  composed  of  four 
field-pieces,  a  regiment  of  Lafourche  militia, 
and  two  regiments  of  veterans  from  Bragg's 
army,  lately  sent  home  to  recruit.  His  left 
wing,  five  hundred  cavalry  and  two  field-pieces, 
was  at  this  moment  making  a  large  circuit  by  a  | 
country  road,  with  the  idea  of  coming  upon  the 
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i-ear  of  the  Eighth  New  Hampshire.  The  whole 
force  amounted  to  twenty  -  three,  or  possibly 
twenty-five  hundred  men,  while  ours  numbered 
a  trifle  over  three  thousand,  a  part  of  which  was 
necessarily  kept  out  of  action  to  guard  our  long 
train  of  baggage.  Mouton's  plan  was  an  ex- 
cellent one.  He  did  not  mean  that  his  weak  right 
wing  should  fight  seriously,  unless  it  should  be 
necessary  to  keep  his  centre  from  being  flanked 
or  turned.  His  veterans  were  to  repulse  the 
Eighth  New  Hampshire,  and  his  cavalry  was  to 
cut  off  its  escape.  There  was  only  one  flaw ; 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  pontoon-bridge.  The 
whole  question  was  whether  Weitzel  could  con- 
centrate his  main  force  against  Mouton's  centre 
and  break  it  before  tlie  cavalry  of  the  latter 
could  get  into  action  on  our  rear. 

And  now,  while  the  rebel  skirmishers  are  slow- 
ly driving  back  the  skirmishers  of  the  Eighth,  I 
will  return  to  my  own  regiment.  When  we  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  forward  I  obtained  per- 
mission of  the  colonel  to  quit  the  rear-guard  and 
take  command  of  my  company.  With  drums 
beating,  fifes  screaming,  and  banners  floating, 
Ave  hurried  on,  listening  to  the  sIoav  dropping  of 
artillery  tAvo  miles  distant.  I  was  anxious,  but 
so  far  only  for  my  men,  not  knoAving  hoAv  they 
Avould  behave  in  this  their  first  battle.  I  com- 
menced a  rough  and  ready  joking  Avith  them, 
not  because  I  Avas  gay,  but  because  I  Avanted 
them  to  be  gay.  I  haA^e  forgotten  Avhat  I  said ; 
it  Avas  poor,  coarse  fun  enough  probably;  but  it 
answered  the  purpose. 

Well,  the  light-hearted,  reckless,  yet  steady 
countenance  of  the  company,  and  of  the  Avhole 
regiment,  Avas  all  that  one  could  desire.  We 
found  the  pontoon-bridge  in  position,  and  the 
tAvo  hoAvitzers  Ayhich  protected  it  firing  slowly, 
Avhile  an  unseen  rebel  battery  answered  it  with 
equal  deliberation.  Here  we  first  came  under 
fire,  and  here  I  first  saw  a  wounded  man.  In  a 
country  carriage,  upheld  by  two  negroes,  Avas 
some  sufferer,  his  knee  crushed  by  a  shot,  his 
torn  troAvsers  soaked  Avith  a  dirty  crimson,  his 
face  a  ghastly  yelloAv,  and  his  eyes  looking  the 
agony  of  death.  I  did  not  want  my  men  to  see 
the  dismaying  spectacle,  and  called  their  atten- 
tion to  something,  I  have  forgotten  what,  which 
Avas  passing  on  the  other  side  of  the  bayou.  As 
Ave  rushed  down  the  inner  slope  of  the  levee  an 
amazingly  loud,  harsh  scream  passed  OA^er  us, 
folloAved  by  a  sharp  explosion  and  a  splashing 
in  the  Avater.  I  was  not  alarmed,  but  rather 
relieved  and  gratified.  If  they  can't  aim  better 
than  that,  I  simply  thought,  they  are  Avelcome 
to  fire  all  day.  Then  came  another  shell, 
striking  close  to  the  crowded  bridge  and  spat- 
tering the  men,  but  Avithout  deterring  the  thirsty 
ones  fi-om  stopping  to  fill  their  canteens.  It  was 
wonderfully  fine  practice,  considering  that  they 
Avere  aiming  at  us  from  behind  the  levee,  half  a 
mile  down  the  stream,  where  the  felloAA's  who 
Avorked  the  guns  could  not  see  us.  I  remember 
that  my  chief  anxiety  Avhile  crossing  Avas  lest  I 
should  wet  my  feet  in  the  sloppy  bottom  of  the 
flat-boat.     The  terror  of  battle  is  not,  I  think. 
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an  abiding  impression,  but  one  that  comes  and 
goes  like  throbs  of  pain  ;  and  this  is  especially 
the  case  Avith  veteran  soldiers,  who  have  learned 
to  know  when  there  is  danger  and  when  there 
is  not ;  the  moment  an  instantaneous  peril  has 
passed  they  are  as  cool  as  if  it  had  never  ap- 
proached. But  on  the  present  occasion,  I  re- 
peat, I  was  not  oppressed  by  any  feeling  which 
could  be  called  even  alarm.  I  was  buoyed  nj) 
by  the  physical  excitement  of  raj)id  movement, 
by  my  anxiety  that  my  company  should  do  well, 
and  by  my  ignorance  of  the  profounder,  the 
really  tremendous  horrors  into  which  battle  may 
develop.  A  regiment  of  well -drilled  green- 
horns, if  neatly  brought  into  action,  can  charge 
as  brilliantly  as  veterans. 

The  moment  we  were  up  the  opposite  bank 
the  battery  ceased  firing  at  us,  having  lost  sight 
of  us  on  account  of  an  intervening  wood,  al- 
though we  were  now  on  the  same  side  of  the 
bayou.  We  saw  the  Eighth  New  Hami)shire 
coming  toward  us,  retreating  in  double  column, 
ready  to  form  square  at  a  moment's  warning. 
As  we  pushed  straight  on  into  the  fields,  march- 
ing by  the  flank,  an  aid  rode  up  with  orders. 

"  Colonel,  the  General  says  the  Eighth  will 
be  on  your  left.  Move  more  to  the  right,  and 
give  it  room  to  deploy.  Throw  out  skirmishers 
to  the  front,  and  follow  them  through  the  woods 
in  line  of  battle.  Beyond  the  wood  is  an  open 
field.  You  will  cross  that  and  drive  the  enemy 
from  his  position." 

Two  companies  immediately  moved  out  as 
skirmishers,  which,  as  most  people  now  know, 
is  a  scattered  formation,  the  men  marching  in 
one  rank  and  five  paces  apart.  The  remaining 
six  companies  continued  their  course  until  near- 
ly a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  bayou,  when  they 
fronted  into  line  of  battle.  Concealed  by  the 
wood  the  line  advanced  deliberately,  while  the 
two  hostile  batteries  passed  the  time  in  pound- 
ing away  at  each  other,  although  neither  could 
see  the  other's  position.  Emerging  from  a  field 
of  dry,  rustling  reeds  we  came  to  a  strong  post- 
and-rail  fence  made  of  cypress,  such  as  one 
meets  all  over  Southern  Louisiana. 

"Down  with  the  fence!"  shouted  our  com- 
mander.     "Throw  it  over,  men  !" 

Some  rushed  against  it  and  pushed  it  flat  in 
places,  while  others  climbed  over  it.  Now  came 
a  scattered  underbrush  of  thorn  thickets  which 
embarrassed  and  confused  us  prodigiously.  The 
best-disciplined  troops  will  not  come  up  to  the 
scratch  in  good  order  when  it  is  a  case  of  charg- 
ing brambles  and  briers.  Great  gaps  opened 
and  closed  again.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  was 
continually  yelling,  "Centre  dress!  Close  up 
that  gap!  Centre  dress,  men  !"  And  the  com- 
pany oflScers  were  howling  the  same  orders.  In 
our  inexperience  we  believed  that  all  was  lost 
if  the  regiment  did  not  march  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der as  if  it  were  on  review  ;  and  from  here  on- 
ward, all  the  way  through  the  battle,  we  labor- 
ed for  a  straight  line  with  an  anxiety  of  pre- 
occupation which  greatly  supported  our  courage. 

"  By  the  right  of  companies  to  the  front ! "  the 


Lieutenant-Colonel  presently  commanded,  and 
the  regiment  filed  into  six  little  parallel  col- 
umns, each  moving  by  the  flank — a  most  con- 
venient formation  for  threading  the  thorny  labv- 
rinth.  When  we  reached  clearer  ground  it  was, 
"Halt;  front;  right  into  line  wheel ;  forward, 
guide  centre ! "  And  once  more  we  advanced  in 
line  of  battle. 

Just  as  we  reached  the  wood  which  covered 
our  advance  the  skirmishing  companies  dropped 
back  upon  us  and  fell  into  line,  the  senior  offi- 
cer reporting  his  discoveries.  "  Colonel,  the 
enemy  are  something  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  ahead  of  us.  They  are  on  the  other  side 
of  a  long  open  lot,  behind  a  fence  which  lines  a 
cross-road,  and  protected  by  a  ditch  in  which 
they  are  lying." 

"Oh!"  roared  an  Irish  soldier  of  mine, 
"  they've  got  ail  the  advantage  of  us." 

"  Hold  your  tongue,  you  blockhead!"  said  I, 
fearing  he  would  discourage  his  comrades.  ' '  Do 
you  want  all  the  advantages  yourself?" 

"  No,  Captain,  I  don't ;  but  I  want  some  kind 
of  fair  play  ;  an'  I  don't  see  the  harrum  of  sav- 
in' so." 

As  we  approached  the  edge  of  the  wood  near- 
est the  enemy  they  caught  sight  of  us,  and  a 
shell  screamed  over  our  heads,  passing  through 
the  lower  branches,  and  sending  down  a  shower 
of  leaves.  Nearly  the  whole  regiment  bowed 
low  and  gracefully,  but  without  halting  or  break- 
ing. Stepping  to  the  front,  I  turned  round  and 
laughed  at  my  men,  saying,  "I  beg  your  par- 
don for  not  bowing  when  you  did ;  the  truth  is, 
I  did  not  think  of  it  till  it  was  too  late."  This 
was  pure  bravado,  not  characteristic  of  me,  I 
hope,  but  suggested  by  the  fear  that  my  new  sol- 
diers were  getting  frightened,  and  intended  to 
restore  their  spirits.  Poor  as  the  joke  was  it 
actually  made  them  laugh,  so  slight  was  their 


anxiety,  if  any. 


The  shells  came  fast  now,  a  majority  of  them 
screeching  over  the  colors,  at  which  they  were 
evidently  aimed.  Not  only  were  the  four  guns 
directly  in  front  of  us  booming  rapidly,  but 
Sims's  battery,  half  a  mile  down  the  bayou,  and 
on  the  other  side,  was  pitching  his  iron  about 
us  at  a  venture.  Meantime  our  own  two  how- 
itzers, the  only  ones  as  yet  brought  into  action 
by  Weitzel,  had  ceased  firing,  so  as  not  to  in- 
terfere with  our  advance.  I  remember  that  this 
damped  my  spirits  at  the  time,  although  it  was 
of  course  absolutely  necessary.  Each  shot  came 
lower  than  the  last,  and  I  thought  calmly,  They 
will  hit  something  soon.  I  did  not  attempt  to 
dodge.  I  reflected  that  a  missile  would  hit  me 
about  the  same  time  that  I  should  hear  it.  I 
believed  that  the  eyes  of  all  my  soldiers  were 
upon  me  (whereas  they  were  probably  looking 
only  for  the  enemy) ;  and  so,  for  reason's  sake 
and  example's  sake,  I  kept  my  head  steadfast. 
It  cost  me  no  great  effort.  I  had  no  nervous 
inclination  to  duck,  no  involuntary  twitching  or 
trembling ;  I  was  not  aware  of  any  ])ainful 
quickening  of  the  pulse ;  in  short,  I  was  not 
fiightcned.      I  thought  to  myself.  It   is  very 
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possible  that  they  will  hit  me,  but  I  hope  not, 
and  I  think  not.  It  seemed  to  me  the  most 
natural  thing  in  the  world  that  others  should  be 
killed,  and  that  I  should  not.  I  have  suffered 
more  in  every  engagement  since  than  I  did  in 
this  first  trial.  It  is  a  frequent,  it  is  the  usual 
experience. 

And  here  came  a  severe  test  of  discipline  and 
courage;  another  stoiit  post -and -rail  fence  to 
overthrow.  "  Now  tlien.  Twelfth,"  shouted  the 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  "I  told  you  to  break  that 
last  fence  down,  and  you  climbed  over  it.  Down 
with  this  one !  Go  at  it  and  flatten  it.  For- 
ward, battalion,  double-quick!" 

"With  a  shout  and  a  rush  we  flung  our  breasts 
against  the  fence,  laying  it  prostrate  throughout 
nearly  our  wliole  front — excepting  that  the  ex- 
treme right  company,  floundering  ankle-deep  in 
a  swamp,  was  obliged  to  climb  it,  while  the  two 
left  companies  were  also  balked  in  their  charge 
by  a  long  thicket  of  thorn-bushes.  "By  the 
right  flank!"  shouted  the  Captains,  and  tliey 
filed  around  the  obstacle;  then,  *'  By  company 
into  line!"  and  they  came  up  into  position  on 
the  run.  But  these  circumstances  caused  a 
disorganizing  crush  toward  the  centre ;  and  to 
the  anxious  eyes  of  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  the 
regiment  looked  as  if  it  were  going  to  pieces. 
"Halt!"  he  commanded;  "guides  on  the  line; 
centre  dress  !"  The  company  guides  threw  them- 
selves forward,  faced  toward  the  centre,  brought 
their  pieces  to  a  present  and  aligned  themselves, 
as  is  usual  in  correcting  the  front  of  a  regiment. 
But  time  and  circumstances  pressed,  and  the 
next  order,  "  Guides,  posts  ;  forward,  battalion  ; 
guide  centre!"  came  almost  immediately,  caus- 
ing us  to  advance  before  the  line  was  fairly  rec- 
tified. 

"VVe  were  just  entering  a  large  open  field,  dot- 
ted by  a  few  trees  and  thorn-bushes,  with  a 
swampy  forest  on  the  right  and  the  levee  of  the 
bayou  on  the  left,  when  the  rebels  gave  us  their 
musketry.  It  was  not  a  volley,  but  a  file  fire — 
it  was  a  long  rattle  like  that  which  a  boy  makes 
in  running  with  a  stick  along  a  picket-fence, 
only  vastly  louder;  and  at  the  same  time  the 
sharp,  quick  whit  whit  of  bullets  chippered  close 
to  our-  ears.  In  the  field  little  puffs  of  dust 
jumped  up  here  and  there;  on  the  other  side 
of  it  a  long,  low  blue  roll  of  smoke  curled  up- 
ward ;  to  the  right  of  it  the  gray  smoke  of  the 
artillery  arose  in  a  thin  cloud ;  but  no  other 
vestige  of  an  enemy  was  visible. 

About  this  time  the  First  Lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany D  was  surprised  at  seeing  two  of  his  men 
fall  down  and  roll  over  each  other.  To  his 
mind  they  seemed  to  be  struggling  which  should 
get  undermost,  and  thus  find  shelter  from  the 
bullets.  "Get  up!  get  into  the  ranks!"  he 
commanded,  hitting  the  uppermost  with  the  flat 
of  his  sabre.  One  of  them  silently  pointed  to  a 
bloody  hole  in  his  trowsers  and  lay  quiet;  the 
other  rose  with  a  mazed  air,  looked  about  for 
his  rifle,  picked  it  up  and  ran  after  the  com- 
pany. A  bullet  had  struck  this  man's  piece, 
dashed   it  against  him  with  such  force  as   to 


knock  him  down,  glanced,  and  passed  through 
the  thigh  of  his  comrade. 

The  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  G  had  his 
hand  on  the  shoulder  of  a  laggard,  pushing  him 
forward  into  the  ranks,  when  a  fragment  of  a 
shell  struck  the  man  in  the  breast,  passing 
downward  through  his  body  and  killing  him  in- 
stantly. Private  Judson  of  Company  C  flung 
up  both  hands  with  a  loud  scream  and  dropped 
dead  with  a  ball  in  his  heart.  A  shot  through 
the  foot  disabled  the  left  corporal  of  my  com- 
pany. A  bullet  struck  the  rifle  of  the  man 
nexb  me  in  the  rear  rank,  knocking  it  off  his 
shoulder,  end  over  end,  several  feet  distant. 
Picking  it  up  he  showed  me  the  now  useless 
lock,  and  asked  me  what  he  should  do.  "Fetch 
it  along,"  I  said,  "you  may  have  a  chance  to 
use  the  bayonet ;  we  shall  be  up  there  present- 
ly." Bringing  it  to  a  right-shoulder-shift  lie 
fell  into  his  place  and  made  the  charge  in  that 
manner.  On  the  right  of  me  a  sharp  crash,  as 
of  dry  bones  broken  by  a  hatchet,  drew  my  at- 
tention, and,  looking  that  way,  I  saw  Edwards, 
one  of  the  color-bearers,  fall  slowly  backward, 
raising  one  hand  to  his  mouth  as  the  blood  spirt- 
ed from  it;  an  "Oh!"  of  pain  or  alarm  burst 
from  his  lips,  and  in  his  eyes  there  was  a  stare 
of  woeful  amazement. 

I  had  expected  that  such  sights  as  this  would 
be  most  depressing  and  terrible.  It  was  not 
so ;  it  was  not  even  painful ;  it  hardly  seemed 
unnatural ;  it  only  produced  a  feeling  of  sur- 
prise. Kelley  of  the  color  guard,  one  of  our 
Louisiana  recruits,  seized  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
from  the  fallen  man's  hand  and  bore  them  on- 
ward, calmly  chewing  his  tobacco. 

All  this  time  we  were  subjected  to  both  can- 
non and  musketry  without  being  allowed  to  re- 
spond, which  is  the  severest  of  all  the  trials  of 
battle.  "Oh  dear!  when  shall  we  fire?"  I 
heard  one  of  the  color  corporals  exclaim  in  a 
voice  of  real  anguish  ;  and  there  was  a  general 
feeling  of  relief  when  the  Lieutenant-Colonel's 
clear,  metallic  voice  rang  out,  "Fire  by  file! 
commence  firing !"  The  men  could  not  wait  to 
fire  by  file,  which  is  a  graduated  discharge,  run- 
ning from  the  right  to  the  left  of  each  company ; 
they  brought  down  those  four  hundred  rifles  to- 
gether, and  sent  one  crashing,  magnificent  vol- 
ley into  the  hostile  line  of  smoke  which  fronted 
them ;  for  as  yet  we  could  see  no  other  sign  of 
an  enemy.  The  next  second  every  one  was 
loading  his  piece  with  such  a  frenzied  haste  as 
if  his  life  depended  on  the  rapidity  of  the  opera- 
tion. Suddenly  I  was  amazed  and  disgusted  at 
seeing  the  two  centre  companies  fall  on  their 
faces.  Drawing  my  sword  and  turning  upon 
the  man  nearest  me,  I  shouted,  "You  miserable 
coward,  if  you  don't  get  up  I'll  split  your  head 
open."  "We  were  ordered  to  lie  down,"  he  an- 
swered ;  and  one  of  my  lieutenants  corroborated 
the  statement.  I  looked  around  in  doubt.  "It 
can't  be,"  I  said  ;  "  the  right  of  the  regiment  is 
moving;  and  there  is  the  Colonel  just  behind 
it." 

The  men  fell  into  line  again,  and  the  dropping 
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file  fire  had  commenced  in  our  ranks  when  I  and 
every  one  near  me  heard  distinctly  a  loud  order 
to  lie  down.  Down  we  went,  all  the  more 
smartly,  I  think,  because  at  that  instant  a  shell 
flew  between  the  colors  with  a  deafening,  hoarse 
screech  as  if  the  rebels  had  fired  a  brace  of  mad 
catamounts  at  us.  I  remember  that  I  laughed 
at  the  nervous  haste  of  my  plunge,  and  that  I 
saw  one  of  my  men  laughing  also  as  he  went 
down,  probably  for  similar  reason.  In  my  boy- 
hood I  have  ducked  in  the  same  way,  and  with 
very  much  the  same  laugh,  in  escaping  from  a 
particularly  swift  snow-ball. 

"Forward!"  we  heard  the  Colonel  shout; 
and  springing  up  we  advanced.  It  was  our  last 
stop.  The  men  were  excited,  but  not  fright- 
ened. On  they  went,  file-firing,  straight  toward 
the  enemy,  in  the  teeth  of  cannon  and  musketry. 
There  was  a  heavy  pressure  from  right  to  left  to- 
ward the  colors ;  some  of  my  small  men  were 
crowded  out  of  their  places;  we  were  three 
ranks  deep  instead  of  two.  As  little  Sweeny 
dodged  along  the  rear,  trying  to  find  a  crack  in 
the  living,  advancing  Avail  to  poke  his  gun 
through,  one  of  my  officers  twice  collared  him 
and  dragged  him  back  to  his  place,  saying, 
"What  the  —  and  —  are  you  doing  on  the 
right  of  the  company  ?" 

"Liftenant,"  was  the  ready  answer,  "lam 
up  here  purtectin'  thim  colors." 

The  swearing  mania  was  irrepressible;  no- 
thing but  oaths  could  express  our  feelings.  I 
was  not  a  profane  man ;  I  never  swore  at  one  of 
my  company  before  that  day ;  but  at  that  mo- 
ment I  had  a  gift.  In  the  rage  of  the  charge, 
in  the  red  presence  of  slaughter,  it  seemed  as  if 
every  possible  extremity  of  mere  language  was 
excusable,  provided  it  would  aid  in  gaining  vic- 
tory. A  serious  friend  has  asked  me  since  if  I 
did  not  think  of  eternity.  Not  once.  I  was 
anxious  for  nothing  but  to  keep  a  steady  line 
and  to  reach  the  enemy's  position.  I  did  not, 
as  I  previously  supposed  I  should,  urge  my  sol- 
diers to  fight  desperately  and  fire  rapidly.  They 
were  fighting  well  enough  and  firing  fast  enough. 
Nearly  all  that  I  said  might  be  summed  up  as 
repetitions  of  the  two  orders,  "Close  up"  and 
"  Guide  right."  I  even  swore  at  one  of  the 
color  corporals  for  being  out  of  line,  although 
the  man  had  simply  dropped  back  a  pace  in  the 
process  of  loading. 

I  acted  against  the  rules  when  I  kept  my 
place  in  the  fi-ont  rank  after  the  firing  had  com- 
menced ;  but  I  had  two  lieutenants  to  keep  order 
in  the  rear,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  let  the  men 
see  one  of  their  officers.  Marching  in  this  posi- 
tion, in  the  centre  of  the  regiment,  I  noticed 
that  the  line  had  assumed  a  convex  form,  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  colors  drawing  the  middle 
companies  slightly  ahead  of  the  flank  ones. 
And  here,  looking  away  to  the  left,  I  saw  the 
Eight  New  Hampshire  in  confusion  and  drop- 
ping behind  us  like  an  exploded  steamer  losing 
headway.  It  was  partly  the  enemy's  fire  which 
had  broken  them,  they  being  directly  in  front  of 
the  battery  and  suffering  much  more  than  we ; 


but,  far  more  than  that,  it  was  an  unfortunate 
formation  of  the  regiment  "by  inversion,"  the 
result  of  which  was  to  spoil  the  working  of  the 
delicate  tactical  machiner}-.  The  Eighth  was  a 
noble  body  of  men,  and  distinguished  itself  sub- 
sequently at  Port  Hudson  in  a  most  heroic  man- 
ner, losing  more  than  one-half  its  numbers  in  a 
single  assault. 

Weitzel,  who  was  riding  close  at  our  heels, 
smoking  a  cigar  and  surveying  every  thing  with 
the  coolness  of  an  outsider,  saw  the  disaster, 
and  hurried  up  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  to 
relieve  the  staggering  regiment.  INIeantime  we 
went  on  alone,  keeping  up  our  file-fire  and  grad- 
ually straightening  our  line.  Several  times  I 
thought  impatiently.  Shall  we  ever  get  there? 
shall  we  ever  be  among  them  ?  I  believed  that 
there  would,  of  course,  be  a  bayonet  struggle, 
not  knowing  then  that  hand-to-hand  combats 
exist  mainly  in  newspapers. 

The  fie  'd,  I  have  said,  was  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  long.  AVe  had  passed  over  one-half  of  it 
before  I  saw  a  single  man  of  the  hostile  force ; 
and  their  cannon  I  did  not  see  at  all,  so  well  were 
they  masked  by  shrubbery,  although  I  could  per- 
ceive the  puffs  of  smoke  which  they  gave  out  when 
discharged.  Numbers  of  men  in  the  regiment 
never  laid  eyes  on  a  rebel  during  the  whole  ac- 
tion. The  first  troops  that  Ave  caught  sight  of  Avere 
probably  the  Lafourche  militia,  Mouton's  reserve, 
Avhich  came  doAvn  the  cross-road  on  a  run  to  re- 
inforce the  threatened  position.  As  soon  as  they 
got  in  our  front  they  commenced  firing  irregu- 
larly, Avithout  halting  or  forming,  then  broke 
suddenly  in  a  panic,  rushing  into  the  thickets 
in  their  rear,  and  disappearing  in  a  most  rapid, 
harmless  manner.  This  I  did  not  see,  for  it 
happened  opposite  our  right  Aving,  and  my  eyes 
Avere  set  straight  forvA-ard.  But  when  Ave  had 
got  half  across  the  field  I  became  aAA^are  that 
the  hostile  battery  had  ceased  firing;  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  I  perceived  a  croAvd  of  men 
spring  up  from  behind  the  fence  in  front  of  us, 
plunge  across  the  road*,  and  SAveep  into  the  for- 
est, seeming  to  be  actually  jumping  OA'er  each 
other  in  their  haste,  and  looking,  in  their  gray 
uniforms,  like  an  immense  flock  of  sheep  SAvarm- 
ing  OA^er  a  fence.  At  this  sight  our  regiment 
raised  a  spontaneous  yell  of  triumph,  and  quick- 
ened, if  possible,  the  fury  of  its  fire. 

Just  then  a  tremendous  volley,  the  voice  of 
the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  coming  into  action, 
rang  out  somcAvhat  in  rear  of  our  left.  It  Avas 
giA-en  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Colonel,  but 
the  sight  of  the  escaping  enemy  Avas  too  strong 
a  temptation.  On  aa'C  Avent,  smack  up  to  the 
fence,  yelling  Avith  excitement  and  blazing  aAA^ay 
at  the  Avoods,  although  every  living  rebel  had 
disappeared.  It  Avas  all  that  our  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  aided  by  his  company  officers,  could  do 
to  halt  the  regiment.  I  was  in  a  state  of  amaze- 
ment at  Avhat  seemed  to  me  the  feeble  resistance 
of  the  enemy,  and  Avas  far  from  supposing  that 
Ave  had  broken  his  main  force  and  Avon  the  battle. 

"  Can't  this  firing  be  stopped?"  I  said,  anx- 
iously, to  the  Lieutenant-Colonel.      "Are  Ave 
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not  wn sting  our  ammunition  on  a  mere  party 
of  skirmishers?" 

"Cease  firing!"  he  ordered,  riding  down  the 
line.  And  with  some  difficulty  quiet  was  re- 
stored. 

"  Can't  the  regiment  push  into  the  woods?" 
I  now  asked.  "I  am  afraid  the  enemy  may 
re-form  there  and  drive  us  back  again." 

Instead  of  following  this  suggestion  he  did 
better,  ordering  out  two  companies  as  skirmish- 
ers to  pursue  the  victory,  and  directing  the  offi- 
cers of  the  remaining  companies  to  re-form  and 
count  off  their  men.  If  I  had  not  been  an  in- 
experienced soldier  I  should  not  have  under- 
taken to  press  advice  upon  my  superior  officer; 
it  was  the  natural  eagerness  and  simplicity  of  a 
green-horn  which  led  me  to  rush  forward  in  this 
officious  manner. 

We  had  scarcely  straightened  our  ranks  when 
we  heard  a  cheer  from  tlie  Thirteenth,  now  form- 
ed on  our  left,  and  saw  Weitzel  in  front  of  them 
making  a  speech.  What  he  said  to  them  I  could 
not  hear,  but  his  address  to  us  was  a  very  com- 
pendium of  practical  instruction. 

"Twelfth  Connecticut,"  he  spoke,  in  answer 
to  our  congratulatory  hurrah,  "you  have  done 
well.  That  is  the  way  to  do  it.  Never  stop, 
and  the  enemy  won't  stop." 

"That  is  the  best  speech  I  ever  heard  in  my 
life,"  one  of  my  men  remarked. 

"Three  cheers  for  General  Weitzel!"  yelled 
an  excited  corporal,  jumping  out  of  the  ranks 
and  swinging  his  cap.  "Hurrah,  hurrah,  hur- 
rah!" 

Our  Lieut-Colonel  now  spoke.  "Twelfth, 
you  have  done  well,"  he  began  ;  "but  not  so 
well  as  I  hoped." 

A  Voice.  "What  did  you  expect,  Colonel? 
We  made  them  skedaddle." 

Colonel.  "  Yes,  I  know  that.  That  was  all 
right.  But  I  wanted  you  to  do  it  more  coolly. 
After  the  drilling  that  you  have  had  I  thought 
you  would  go  through  it  like  a  parade.  I  tried 
to  halt  you  in  the  middle  of  the  field  to  dress 
the  line.  I  shouted  at  you  with  all  my  force ; 
but  I  couldn't  get  you  to  stop." 

Voices.  "We  didn't  hear  a  word  of  it,  Col- 
onel." 

Colonel.  "I  suppose  not.  I  don't  see  how 
you  could  hear  when  you  were  yelling  so  and 
keeping  up  such  a  fire.  I  never  heard  such  a 
racket.  And  now,  color  guard,  why  didn't  you 
shake  out  those  colors?  There  isn't  a  bullet- 
hole  in  them." 

Color  Sergeant.  "We  rolled  them  up  to  go 
through  the  woods,  Sir." 

Colonel.  "That's  all  right.  But  next  time 
let  them  fly  whenever  you  come  to  a  clear  spot. 
Never  mind  battle-rents  They  only  make  the 
old  flag  more  glorious." 

There  was  some  grumbling  at  the  unthankful 
tone  of  this  speech.  We  thought  that  we  had 
done  our  duty  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the 
fact  that  it  was  our  first  fight  After  an  expe- 
rience of  forty-three  days  under  fire  I  am  of 


opinion  that  I  never  saw  a  more  dextrous,  rapid, 
and  vigorous  advance,  although  I  have  certainly 
seen  cooler  ones. 

About  this  time,  just  early  enough  to  be  too 
late,  the  rebel  left  wing  completed  its  circuit  and 
appeared  in  our  rear.  But  when  it  came  in 
sight  of  the  Eighth  New  Hampshire,  which  had 
been  led  back  to  meet  it,  and  guessed  thereby 
how  the  main  conflict  had  gone,  it  lost  heart, 
and,  after  firing  a  few  shots  across  the  bayou  at 
our  baggage  train,  hurried  off  by  a  roundabout 
way  to  rejoin  Mouton  at  Thibodeaux. 

The  Thirteenth  was  now  started  in  pursuit  of 
the  beaten  centre,  following  up  Perkins's  caval- 
ry and  a  section  of  artillery,  the  guns  of  which 
we  could  hear  booming,  farther  and  farther  away, 
for  half  an  hour  afterward.  On  the  road  and  in 
the  swampy  wood  behind  the  rebel  position  we 
took  a  field-piece  and  nearly  three  hundred  pris- 
oners. The  color  sergeant  of  the  Crescent  Reg- 
iment was  caught,  up  to  his  waist  in  mire,  but 
he  had  hid  his  colors,  probably  by  burying  them 
in  the  morass ;  and  so  the  Twelfth  failed  to  se- 
cure a  rightful  trophy. 

During  the  evening  my  servant  arrived  with 
my  over-coat,  wliich  enabled  me  to  pass  the  night 
in  a  state  of  half  comfort.  Our  prisoners,  clad 
generally  in  the  coarse  cottonade  called  negro- 
cloth,  suffered  severely  with  cold,  especially  those 
whom  Ave  had  dragged  out  of  the  morass.  They 
appropriated  without  compunction  the  blankets 
of  their  dead  comrades  and  even  of  their  dead 
colonel.  Our  own  men  were  as  badly  off,  ex- 
cept that  their  clothing,  being  of  woolen,  wap 
better  suited  to  the  temperature.  Their  blank- 
ets and  over-coats  were  with  their  knapsacks, 
three  miles  away,  on  the  other  side  of  the  bayou  ; 
and  such  was  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  train 
across  the  bridge  that  our  regimental  baggage 
did  not  arrive  till  morning ;  nor  could  the  poor 
fellows  be  allowed  to  go  singly  after  their  prop- 
erty for  fear  of  another  fight  in  case  the  enemy 
should  be  reinforced.  But  after  pickets  had 
been  thrown  out,  the  rest  of  the  men  were  al- 
lowed to  collect  rails  and  build  huge  camp  fires, 
around  which  they  stood  or  sat  till  morning, 
chewing  their  hard  biscuit,  smoking,  and  brag- 
ging endlessly  of  their  victory. 

One  of  the  first  men  whom  I  beheld  in  the 
morning  was  Edwards,  the  color-bearer,  whom 
I  had  seen  fall  with  what  I  supposed  to  be  a 
mortal  wound,  and  who  now  presented  himself 
to  claim  his  colors,  having  understood  that  wo 
were  to  have  a  second  battle.  The  ball  had  act- 
ually passed  through  his  head,  entering  the 
mouth,  and  coming  out  behind  the  left  jaw. 
He  simply  complained  that  his  mouth  was  very 
sore,  and  that  he  could  eat  nothing  but  soup. 
He  was  ordered  back  to  hospital,  being  evident- 
ly too  severely  hit  to  do  duty ;  and  in  fact  he  had 
a  long  illness,  the  fever  of  the  hurt  terminating 
in  typhus.  One  of  the  most  noticeable  things  in 
war  is  the  heroism  of  the  wounded. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  length  at  which  I 
have  described  the  combat  of  Labadieville,  our 
regimental  loss  was  but  two  killed  and  fourteen 
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wounded.  Its  smallness  was  OAving  in  part  to 
the  rapidity  with  Avhich  we  advanced,  and  the 
consequent  brevity  of  our  exposure  to  lire,  only 
an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  elapsing  from  the 
time  the  first  shell  passed  over  us  to  the  mo- 
ment of  reaching  the  fence.  It  did  not  seem, 
by-the-way,  fifteen  minutes.  The  entire  loss 
of  the  brigade  Avas  less  than  ninety  killed  and 
Avounded,  of  Avhich  about  one-half  fell  to  the 
share  of  the  Eighth  Ncav  Hampshire. 

AlloAv  me  now  to  recall  and  insist  upon  the 
tactical  ideas  Avhich  appeared  earlier  in  this  nar- 
rative. Weitzel  Avon  his  little  victory  by  dint 
of  concentration  and  of  promptness  of  move- 
ment ;  and  the  possibility  of  these  fioAved  from 
the  forethought  Avhich  provided  his  rude  but 
serviceable  pontoon -bridge.  Similar  results 
AA'ould  haA'e  folloAved  the  same  tactics  if  one 
hundred  thousand  men  had  been  opposed  to 
each  other  instead  of  less  than  six  thousand. 
Of  all  the  combats  that  I  have  seen  this  one 
Avas  the  most  scientific,  orderly,  comprehensible, 
and  artistically  satisfactory.  I  Avill  venture  one 
other  military  reflection.  I  think  the  success 
of  our  regiment  in  charging  veterans  in  a  strong 
position  was  OAving  very  much  to  the  file-fire 
Avhich  Ave  kept  up  Avhile  adA'ancing.  In  the 
first  place,  it  supported  the  spirits  of  our  men, 
Avho  believed  that  they  Avere  doing  as  much  dam- 
age as  they  receiA'ed,  and  felt  that  they  ought  to 
be  able  to  bear  the  trial  as  long  as  the  enemy. 
In  the  second  place,  it  killed  the  musketry  of 
the  rebels,  Avho,  unfortunately  for  their  morale, 
I  think,  had  for  shelter  a  deep  plantation  ditch, 
Avhich  served  them  the  purpose  of  a  rifle-pit. 
NoAv  a  human  being  Avho  has  a  cover  in  battle 
hates  to  put  his  head  outside  of  it.  As  a  proof 
that  Ave  actually  did  OA^erAvhelm  and  derange  the 
hostile  musketry,  I  may  adduce  the  fact  that  Ave 
had  only  six  men  hit  by  bullets.  The  rebels 
lost  very  fcAv,  to  be  sure ;  but  the  fence  above 
their  heads  Avas  so  tattered  by  our  shot  as  to  be 
a  curiosity  ;  and  the  prisoners  said  that,  Avhat 
Avith  the  Avhizzing  of  Minies  and  the  flying  of 
cypress  splinters,  the  ditch  Avas  a  most  unpleas- 
ant position,  I  believe  the  manoeuvre  of  file- 
firing  Avhile  advancing  in  battalion  line  to  be 
quite  a  novelty.  NotAvithstanding  frequent  in- 
quiries on  the  subject,  I  ncA-er  yet  heard  of  any 
other  regiment  having  practiced  it.  An  attack- 
ing line  generally  halts  from  time  to  time  and 
delivers  volleys,  or  adA'ances  at  a  right-shoulder- 
shift,  taking  Avhat  the  enemy  sends  Avithout  re- 
ply until  the  position  to  be  seized  is  actually 
reached.  All  three  of  these  methods,  I  admit, 
are  sufficiently  difficult  of  execution ;  but  the 
one  by  which  Ave  carried  our  point  at  Labadie- 
ville  is  certainly  the  least  trying  to  human  na- 
ture. The  difficulty  is  that  it  can  not  be  put  in 
practice  except  on  level  ground,  where  the  rear 
rank  can  keep  Avell  closed  up ;  and  even  then 
the  leading  men  are  in  some  danger  of  having 
their  heads  bloAvn  off  by  the  muskets  of  their 
supporting  comrades.  For  instance,  I  had  my 
neck  scorched  at  Labadieville  by  the  fire  of  one 
of  mv  oAvn  soldiers. 


And  noAv  let  us  ascend  from  tactics  to  strat- 
egy. The  plan  of  the  campaign  Avas  that  Weit- 
zel  should  drive  the  enemy  down  the  Lafourche 
to  Thibodeaux;  that  Colonel  Thomas,  Avith  the 
Eighth  Vermont  and  a  colored  regiment,  should 
flank  them  there  by  Avay  of  the  railroad  from 
New  Orleans ;  and  that  the  TAventy-first  Indiana 
Avith  a  force  of  gun-boats  should  seize  Brashear 
City,  and  cut  off"  their  retreat  across  the  Atcha- 
falaya.  To  bring  all  tiiis  about,  Mouton  ought 
to  ha\'e  fought  a  second  battle  Avith  us  at  Thibo- 
deaux, or  at  least  to  have  retired  Avith  a  decent 
degree  of  deliberation.  But  he  had  been  too 
neatly  Avhipped  and  too  thoroughly  frightened 
to  do  either.  He  made  a  desperate  rush  for 
Brashear  City,  deserted  at  every  step  by  his  La- 
fourche militiamen,  and  succeeded  in  crossing 
the  Atchafalaya  almost  in  sight  of  the  intercept- 
ing force,  Avhich  had  been  detained  two  days  off" 
the  bar  by  a  furious  norther.  As  for  us,  Ave  fol- 
loAved  him  in  a  most  leisurely  manner,  fearing 
that  he  Avould  do  just  Avhat  he  did.  And  noAv 
for  nearly  six  months — that  is,  until  General 
Banks  arrived  to  open  his  Teche  campaign — was 
Weitzel  military  master  of  the  fertile  Lafourche 
country,  and  commander  of  the  United  States 
forces  in  all  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi. 


LIBRARIES. 

"  rriHE  treasury  of  remedies  for  the  soul"  AA'as 
_L  inscribed  OA'cr  the  entrance  of  the  library 
of  Osymandyas  at  Thebes,  the  first  library  men- 
tioned in  history.  Three  thousand  years  have 
Avrought  no  change  in  the  truth  of  the  legend 
Avhich  classes  libraries  among  the  prime  agen- 
cies for  promoting  the  Avell-being  of  mankind. 
It  is  not  the  most  violent  or  perceptible  causes 
Avhicli  produce  the  most  permanent  conse- 
quences ;  the  sloAA',  gradual  upheaval  of  conti- 
nents presents  grander  results  than  the  spasmod- 
ic quakings  of  Vesuvius;  the  quiet  success  of 
Christianity  has  surpassed  the  Avonders  achicA'cd 
by  the  SAA'ord  of  Mohammed  ;  the  invention  of  a 
German  mechanic  has  revolutionized  the  world, 
and  books,  Avhether  in  manuscript  or  printed, 
have  exercised  a  silent  but  controlling  influence 
over  the  destiny  of  the  ages — an  influence  not 
the  less  real  because  generally  unrecognized. 
When  Pisistratus  founded  the  Homeric  library 
at  Atliens  he  accomplished  Avhat  llarmodius  and 
Aristogiton  could  not  undo  Avhenthey  overthrew 
his  poAver ;  he  established  an  institution  Avhose 
eff"ects  Avere  felt  long  after  its  destruction,  shap- 
ing the  thoughts,  tastes,  opinions,  and  actions 
of  the  race. 

In  the  dark  ages  it  Avas  in  monastic  libraries 
that  the  relics  of  Greek  and  Roman  civilization 
Avere  preserved  for  the  return  of  more  aus])icious 
days.  Collections  of  classic  and  patristic  au- 
thors Avere  numerous,  relics  snatched  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Goths  and  the  Vandals,  fcAv  of 
these  libraries  containing  over  five  or  six  hun- 
dred MSS.,  but  in  the  aggregate  forming  a  vast 
number.  Alcuin,  Anselm,  Charlemagne,  tlie 
abbots   of   Glastonbury   and   York,   and    other 
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prominent  characters,  devoted  themselves  to  the 
•advancement  of  libraries.  The  monks,  cooped 
up  in  their  narrow  cells,  gave  expression  to  their 
aspirations  after  a  more  exalted  and  intellectual 
existence  than  that  to  which  they  were  doomed 
by  translating  the  classic  authors.  "That  they 
slept  their  lives  away  is  most  untrue,"  says  Long- 
fellow ;  "  for  in  an  age  when  books  were  few — 
so  few,  so  precious,  that  they  were  chained  to 
their  oaken  shelves  with  iron  chains  like  galle}'- 
slaves  to  their  benches,  these  men,  with  their 
laborious  hands,  copied  upon  parchment  all  the 
lore  and  wisdom  of  the  past,  and  transmitted  it 
to  us.  Perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that, 
but  for  these  monks,  not  one  line  of  the  classics 
would  have  reached  our  day." 

The  Benedictines  of  the  Middle  Ages  were 
not  only  great  book  collectors,  but,  according 
to  the  character  of  their  order,  they  did  more 
than  any  other  class  of  men  of  the  time  toward 
diffusing  the  advantages  of  literature.  Their 
great  monastery,  Monte  Casino,  was  a  sort  of 
treasury  or  mint  where  choice  MSS.  were  stored 
and  prepared,  and  whence  knowledge  obtained 
currency  at  a  period  of  profound  degradation. 
Destroyed  by  the  Lombards,  rebuilt  only  to  be 
shaken  by  earthquakes  and  ravaged  by  the  Sara- 
cens in  their  descents  on  the  coasts  of  Italy,  the 
institution  continued  steadily  to  progress  in  spite 
of  such  terrors,  and  the  monks  became  famous 
throughout  Christendom  for  their  skill  and  in- 
dustry as  book-hunters  and  book-manufacturers. 
iVIen  of  literary  tastes  proceeded  thither  as  to  an 
oasis  in  the  desert ;  and  long  after  the  decay  of 
the  convent  and  the  dispersion  and  destruction 
of  many  of  its  volumes,  its  name  survived,  and 
its  antique  cloisters  continued  an  object  of  de- 
vout pilgrimage  to  sucli  men  as  Boccaccio  and 
Mabillan.  Here  Tasso,  worn  out  by  the  terri- 
ble anguish  of  his  life,  spent  some  of  his  last 
days.  Tlic  influence  exercised  by  the  library 
of  Monte  Casino  was  incalculable. 

After  the  decline  of  this  institution  the  pro- 
motion of  libraries  is  principally  due  to  Ilichard 
de  Bury,  the  Anglo-Norman  bihliopliile  and  bil)- 
liographer  of  the  period  of  Edward  HI.,  and  to 
Petrarch  his  contemporary.  The  Philobiblon 
of  the  former  we  commend  to  every  book-lover 
as  a  charming  little  treatise,  unsurpassed  in 
merit  by  any  subsequent  work  of  the  kind.  De 
Bury  would  have  enjoyed  with  all  his  heart  turn- 
ing over  the  pages  of  the  edition  so  beautifully 
printed  in  1861  by  Munsell,  "  Aldi  Discipulus 
Albanus."  Petrarch,  the  friend  of  De  Bury,  is 
famous  as  a  poet,  but  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  he  was  also  a  book  collector  and  aspired  at 
founding  a  library,  for  which  object  he  bequeathed 
iiis  books  to  the  Venetian  republic  as  a  nucleus 
for  a  State  Library.  But  the  wealthy  oligarchs 
of  the  city  of  the  sea  were  too  much  absorbed  in 
the  traffic  of  gold,  silks,  and  spices  of  the  Orient 
to  attend  to  literature,  and  Petrarch's  collection 
lay  neglected  until  some  of  the  precious  MSS. 
became  actually  petrified  in  the  damp  vaults 
where  they  were  confined.  Eventually  the 
books  were  scattered  to  the  four  winds,  but  by 


some  remarkable  chance  over  seven  hundred  of 
these  books,  over  which  the  great  poet  and  lover 
once  pondered  and  dreamed,  have  found  an  asy- 
lum from  the  storms  of  ages  in  the  library  of 
Trieste.  How  inestimable  is  the  worth  of  those 
volumes  rich  with  such  tender  memories ! 

How  much  it  adds  to  the  interest,  the  vitality 
of  books  if  we  can  associate  them  with  men  who 
have  enlisted  the  attention  or  sympathy  of  gen- 
erations !  The  Royal  Library  of  Paris  seems 
more  attractive  to  us  because  the  illustrious  De 
Thou — Huguenot,  patriot,  and  historian — minis- 
tered to  its  wants  as  librarian,  and'  because  of 
the  tragic  fate  of  his  son  and  successor,  who  has 
been  celebrated  in  De  Vigny's  Cinq  Mars.  The 
Harleian  MSS.  suggest  to  us  that  quaint  comic 
genius,  Robert  Burton,  rummaging,  as  Dibdin 
tells  us,  among  the  huge  black  letter  folios  as 
in  a  mine,  giving  us  the  results  of  his  labor  in 
that  oddest  of  farragos,  "The  Anatomie  of 
Melancholy,"  which  has  diverted  the  leisure  mo- 
ments of  many  a  student.  With  what  venera- 
tion wo  contemplate  the  monastic  library  of  Er- 
furth,  where  Luther,  while  a  young  man,  passed 
many  days  that  would  otherwise  have  been  weari- 
some. There  he  found  the  Bible  which  first 
aroused  him  to  a  sense  of  his  own  necessities, 
and  the  wants  of  his  fellow-men.  "This  book," 
as  D'Aubigne  has  eloquently  observed,  "deposit- 
ed upon  the  unknown  shelves  of  a  gloomy  hall, 
is  about  to  become  the  book  of  life  to  a  Avhole 
nation.      In  that  book  the  Reformation  lay  hid." 

No  sign  of  our  age  is  so  indicative  of  present 
pi'osperity  and  intelligence,  and  of  the  perma- 
nence of  the  beneficent  institutions  of  the  time, 
as  the  growing  attention  paid  to  the  collection 
and  preservation  of  books.  The  silent  but  won- 
derful power  of  libraries  is  more  and  more  ac- 
knowledged. The  revenues  of  states,  the  dona-» 
tions  of  private  munificence,  are  liberally  con- 
tributed for  the  nourishment  of  libraries.  The 
British  Museum,  with  its  vast  collection  of  MSS. 
and  printed  volumes,  is  too  well  known  to  require 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  The  libraries  of 
the  old  Nitrian  monasteries,  neglected  among 
the  sands  of  Egypt,  have  been  ransacked  for 
their  treasures  of  Coptic,  Arabic,  Syriac,  and 
Abyssinian  lore,  which  now  adorn  the  shelves 
of  the  Museum  ;  and  from  all  parts  of  the  globe 
literary  representatives  may  be  said  to  have 
come  and  settled  in  this  great  metropolis  of 
books.  At  present  the  collection  numbers 
40,000  MSS.,  000,000  printed  volumes,  and 
200,000  pamphlets. 

The  superb  Bibliotheque  Imperiale  of  Paris, 
the  largest  in  the  world,  contained  in  1861 
1,000,000  printed  volumes,  and  150,000  MSS., 
300,000  maps,  300,000  pamphlets,  130,000  en- 
gravings, and  150,000  numismatic  specimens. 
It  must  be  conceded,  however,  that  it  contains 
many  duplicates.  The  Library  of  St.  Gene- 
vieve at  Paris  with  200,000  volumes,  the  Royal 
Library  of  Berlin  with  its  600,000  volumes,  and 
a  magnificent  collection  of  Oriental  MSS.,  the 
Royal  Library  of  Copenliagen  with  450,000  vol- 
umes, the  Imperial  Library  of  St.  Petersburg, 
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which,  in  little  over  a  century,  has  accumulated 
500,000  volumes,  the  Royal  Library  of  Munich 
with  500,000  volumes,  the  Inii)erial  Library  of 
Vienna  containing;  over  4l\"j,000  volumes,  tlie 
Library  of  the  Vatican  possessing  on  the  shelves 
of  its  antique  alcoves  the  linest  collection  of 
Oriental  ]\ISS.  in  the  world — among  them  many 
inestimable  treasures  brought  thither  from  Con- 
stantinojjlc  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Turks,  the  Laurentiau  Library  at  Florence,  so 
seurvily  treated  by  Savonarola ;  these,  and  many 
others,  invite  us  to  linger  in  their  calm  retreats 
and  dream  over  the  strange  legends  which  clus- 
ter around  them  like  ivy ;  but,  behold,  are  they 
not  all  written  in  the  chronicles  of  Edward  the 
son  of  Edwards,  who  hath  "given  good  heed, 
and  sought  out,  and  set  in  order  many"  and 
divers  things  worthy  to  be  remembered  ?  where- 
fore, let  him  that  desireth  to  be  more  fully  in- 
formed as  to  these  things,  search  diligently  in 
these  books  and  be  editied. 

But  as  for  us  let  us  turn  to  the  efforts  made 
in  our  own  land  to  promote  the  cause  of  civiliza- 
tion by  the  foundation  of  libraries,  although 
very  few  of  our  libraries  can  lay  any  pretensions 
to  antiquity.  While  successive  ages  have  con- 
tributed to  the  growth  of  literature  and  the  per- 
petuation of  libraries  in  the  Old  World,  ours 
are  mostly  the  product  of  the  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  present  century.  In  1G63,  or  there- 
abouts, Pepys,  the  fussy,  consequential  courtier 
and  book-collector  of  the  days  of  Charles  XL, 
was  jotting  down  in  his  diary  such  items  as  the 
following,  which  show  how  plentiful  books  were 
in  England  at  that  time ;  "  To  Paul's  church- 
yard, where  I  found  several  books  ready  bound 
for  me  :  February  IG  (Lord's  Day),  all  the  morn- 
ing making  a  catalogue  of  my  books."  He  had 
CO  idea  of  wasting  his  time.  "By  Mr.  Dug- 
dale  I  hear  the  great  loss  of  books  in  St.  Paul's 
church-yard,  and  at  their  hall  also,  which  they 
value  at  about  £150,000" — a  sum  equal  to 
£400,000  at  present,  or  82,000,000.  "Feb- 
ruary 8.  To  the  Strand  to  my  bookseller's,  and 
there  bought  an  idle,  roguish  French  book, 
which  I  have  bought  in  plain  binding,  avoiding 
the  buying  of  it  better  bound,  because  I  resolve, 
as  soon  as  I  have  read  it,  to  burn  it,  that  it  may 
not  stand  in  the  list  of  books,  nor  among  them, 
to  disgrace  them  if  it  should  be  found."  Vir- 
tuous Pepys !  while  he  was  thus  luxuriating  in 
the  pastures  of  literature  the  English  colonies 
were  fighting  Indians  and  clearing  a  howling 
wilderness.  It  was  scarcely  more  than  twenty 
years  before  these  extracts  were  penned  that  the 
first  ])rinting- press  in  the  United  States  was 
started  at  Cambridge.  Donated  soon  after  to 
Harvard  College,  it  has  since  become  the  Uni- 
versity j>ress  so  celebrated  for  its  choice  editions. 
Then  came  the  French  and  Indian  wars  and  the 
Revolution,  succeeded  by  all  the  confusion  and 
bustle  attendant  on  the  establishment  of  an  in- 
fant peo]>le  struggling  for  a  ])lacc  among  the 
nations ;  and  yet  one  is  really  astonished  at  the 
progress  achieved  by  our  literary  institutions 
even  amidst  all   these   adverse  circumstances. 


It  is  due  to  the  men  of  the  Old  World  to  say 
that  to  them  is  owing  much  of  what  was  done, 
toward  building  up  the  early  American  libra- 
ries. With  a  prophetic  eye  they  beheld  the  fu- 
ture glory  of  the  colonics,  and  sought  to  influ- 
ence their  destiny  and  incorporate  themselves 
with  their  fame  by  liberal  contributions  of  books 
and  money.  The  library  of  Harvard  College, 
the  first  in  the  United  States,  was  founded  in 
1G32,  and  was  endowed  with  gifts  from  Sir 
Kenelm  Digby,  Richard  Baxter,  Bishop  Berke- 
Ic}',  and  many  others  of  the  mother  country. 
These  invaluable  tomes  were  all  consumed  by 
fire  in  1764.  The  library,  however,  was  imme- 
diately recommenced,  and  now  contains,  exclu- 
sive of  the  society  libraries  and  pamphlets, 
about  85,000  volumes. 

The  Library  of  Yale  College  comes  next  in 
order  of  date,  and  was  actually  founded  before 
the  college  for  which  it  was  intended,  the  cler- 
gyman who  contributed  the  books  which  formed 
its  nucleus,  in  1700,  saying,  "I  give  these  books 
for  the  founding  of  a  college  in  this  colony." 
What  worldly  wisdom  sometimes  inspired  the 
counsels  of  those  quaint  New  England  divines 
of  the  olden  time  !  The  Library  of  Columbia 
College  was  founded  in  1757.  The  Library 
Association  of  Philadelphia  was  started  in  1731, 
by  that  universal  genius,  that  representative 
Yankee,  Benjamin  Franklin,  whose  statue  sur- 
moitnts  the  entrance  of  the  present  building, 
Avhicli  was  erected  late  in  the  last  century.  This 
was  the  fust  of  those  subscription  libraries  in 
America  which  afterward  so  rapidly  multij)lied 
that  Franklin  could  say  before  he  died:  "  These 
libraries  have  improved  the  general  conversation 
of  the  Americans  ;  made  the  common  tradesmen 
and  farmers  as  intelligent  as  most  gentlemen  in 
other  countries;  and  perhaps  have  contributed, 
in  some  degree,  to  the  stand  so  generally  made 
throughout  the  colonies  in  defense  of  their  priv- 
ileges." This  library,  with  the  Loganian  col- 
lection attached  to  it,  has  received  contributions 
from  many  sources,  and  now  contains  over  GO, 000 
volumes.  The  Philosophical  Library  of  Phila- 
delpliia  was  also  founded  by  Franklin. 

The  Redwood  Library,  of  Newport,  was  initi- 
ated by  the  celebrated  Bishop  Berkeley,  then 
resident  in  this  country.  The  ])roject  was  nobly 
seconded  by  Abraham  Redwood,  Ei^q.,  by  a  do- 
nation of  £500,  in  1747;  and  £5000  were  sub- 
scribed for  the  erection  of  a  building,  a  largo 
sum  for  a  colonial  library  in  those  days.  The 
j)lan  was  drafted  by  one  of  the  architects  of 
Blenheim  House ;  and  the  elegant  little  build- 
ing still  remains,  a  monument  to  the  traditional 
wealth  and  stateliness  of  Newport  in  its  early 
years.  The  collection,  although  so  much  older 
than  most  of  our  libraries,  contains  only  12,000 
volumes,  but  these  arc  all  of  real  merit.  Dr. 
Stiles,  of  Revolutionary  memory,  was  long  the 
librarian.  Take  it  all  in  all,  we  are  disposed  to 
regard  the  choice  little  Redwood,  enshrined  in 
its  beautiful  antique  temple,  and  redolent  with 
such  fragrant  associations,  a8  one  of  the  most 
interesting  in  the  country. 
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The  Library  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences  at  Philadclpliia  possesses  a 
complete  series  of  works  relating  to  ornithology, 
besides  over  25,000  ornithological  s])ecimens — 
an  unsurpassed  collection.  The  New  York  State 
Library  at  Albany,  founded  as  late  as  1818,  long 
after  many  other  American  libraries,  and  de- 
pendent for  its  support  on  the  caprice  of  a  mot- 
ley and  constantly-varying  Legislature,  has  still 
made  extraordinary  progress.  It  now  contains 
over  G5,000  volumes.  Many  superb  works  pub- 
lished by  foreign  governments  enrich  its  alcoves. 
It  also  possesses  a  complete  set  of  the  British 
Patents,  the  most  stupendous  work  ever  sent  to 
press,  and  which  increases  from  year  to  year  in 
new  installments,  rolling  up  like  compound  in- 
terest. But  four  or  five  other  sets  of  it  have 
reached  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  and  its  worth 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  few  other  Avorks  are  in 
so  constant  requisition.  The  Law  Department 
embraces  over  18,000  volumes.  But  the  spe- 
cialty of  the  New  York  State  Library  is  in  early 
historical,  local,  geographical,  and  statistical 
works  relating  to  America,  and  in  this  it  is  sur- 
passed by  no  library  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
a  curious  fact,  not  generally  known,  that  the 
original  papers  taken  from  Andre's  boots  when 
he  was  captured  are  on  exhibition  in  this  li- 
brary. 

The  Library  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  is  also  de- 
voted to  the  preservation  of  American  ?irchives; 
and  is,  moreover,  interesting  as  possessing  900 
volumes  of  the  private  library  collected  by  In- 
crease and  Cotton  Mather.  How  often,  per- 
haps, has  the  sapient  author  of  the  MaynuUa 
turned  to  these  tomes  to  verify  some  learned 
quotation  which  he  was  about  to  inscribe  in  his 
chronicle  for  the  confusion  of  "salvages"  and 
heretics,  and  the  edification  of  the  orthodox. 
The  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety is  a  small  but  valuable  collection,  luxuri- 
ously cradled  and  tenderly  nursed  by  the  anti- 
quarians of  the  "  Hub." 

Such  are  some  of  the  oldest  and  best  of  our 
libraries.  Few  of  them  are  noteworthy  on  ac- 
count of  size  ;  but  what  they  lack  in  quantity  is 
compensated  by  quality.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered tliat  although  many  of  the  Continental 
libraries  boast  of  their  bulk,  a  great  deal  of  it 
is  adipose  matter — mere  rubbish — the  accumu- 
lation of  ages,  but  possessing  no  value  other  than 
that  of  mouldiness  and  sheer  old  age ;  while  the 
American  libraries  above  alluded  to  are  "of 
gold  compact,"  containing  but  a  small  fraction 
of  useless  stuff. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  libraries  in  the 
United  States  springing  up  every  where,  and 
rapidly  assuming  proportions  which  even  an  En- 
glishman would  not  disdain.  Our  town  and 
public  libraries  are  the  noblest  evidences  of  the 
prosperity  attained  by  our  great  republic,  and 
among  the  surest  pledges  of  its  permanence  and 
the  increasing  intelligence  of  its  citizens.  The 
Boston  Athenaium  and  Boston  puldic  libraries 
possess  together  nearly  250,000  volumes.     The 


Astor  with  its  130,000  volumes,  and  scores  of 
others,  claim  more  than  a  passing  notice  ;  and  it 
is  better,  therefore,  to  refer  the  reader  to  Rhees's 
exhaustive  work  on  the  subject  rather  than  sim- 
jjly  to  name  institutions  which  deserve  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  We  would  suggest  to 
Mr.  Rhees  that  a  new  edition  of  his  valuable 
work,  with  the  "  latest  improvements,"  is  desira- 
ble. Our  school  and  college  libraries,  although 
generally  small,  are  so  numerous  as  enormously 
to  swell  the  amount  of  portable  information  ac- 
cumulated in  our  youthful  country  for  the  bene- 
fit of  generations  yet  to  come.  Are  we  styled  a 
mercenary  ]jeople,  wholly  given  up  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  wealth  ?  Point  to  the  libraries  en- 
dowed by  our  countrymen ;  further  refutation 
of  the  libel  is  needless.  Private  collections 
have  in  many  cases  served  to  start  or  swell  the 
size  of  European  libraries,  but  in  almost  every 
case  in  the  form  of  bequests.  In  this  country  it 
is  an  everyday  affair  for  town  libraries  to  be 
founded  by  donations  given  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  donors :  Avitness  the  Boston  Athenaeum 
and  Boston  Public  Library ;  witness  the  dona- 
tions made  by  Mr.  Peabody  for  libraries  at  Dan- 
vers  and  Baltimore.  Last  winter,  in  the  New 
York  Senate,  Hon.  Ezra  Cornell,  had  a  bill 
passed,  according  to  Avhich  he  donates  $100,000 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  public  library  at 
Ithaca,  and  this  in  a  time  of  civil  war! 

It  may  be  stated,  as  an  evidence  of  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  in  the  United  States,  that 
the  number  of  libraries  in  Great  Britain,  in  185G, 
exceeding  10,000  volumes  was  43,  in  France  28, 
and  in  the  United  States  104.  The  number  of 
volumes  in  all  the  libraries  of  this  country,  pri- 
vate libraries  excepted,  amounted,  in  1859,  to 
I2,720,G8C  volumes.  The  number  of  volumes 
contained  in  libraries  of  10,000  and  upward, 
exclusive  of  private  libraries,  is  2,403,477,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  issue  of  Childs's  National 
Almanac,  of  which  only  350,000  are  in  the 
Slave  States.  Virginia,  the  mother  of  Presi- 
dents, and  with  a  population  of  1,590,318  before 
the  war,  possesses  50,000  volumes;  Massachu- 
setts, settled  thirteen  years  later,  and  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  1,231,066,  possesses  614,415;  South 
Carolina,  the  abode  of  the  choicest  F.  F.  V.'s, 
boasts  of  the  enormous  sum  of  90,000  to  a  popu- 
lation of  703,708.  These  figures  may  be  rather 
dry,  but  they  are  worth  more  than  a  passing 
thought,  for  they  present  facts  of  singular  sig- 
nificance. If  they  are  true,  and  we  have  taken 
means  to  verify  them,  then  the  South  can  not 
too  soon  be  regenerated. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  there  was  a 
small  collection  at  Beaufort,  South  Carolina, 
styled  by  euphemy  a  public  library.  There  were 
the  country  seats  of  the  crhne  de  la  crhue  of  the 
chivalry;  perchance  the  books  in  the  Beaufort 
library  were  sometimes  daintily  fingered  by  ex- 
quisite aristatrats,  who  had  tears  to  shed  over 
Byron's  heroines  but  lorded  it  over  the  "  nigger" 
with  a  full  appreciation  of  their  high-born  ex- 
traction. But  those  palmy  days  have  passed 
away  forever,  and  with  them  the  Beaufort  Public 
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Library  lij\s  gone:  tlie  books  were  sold  at  auction 
in  New  York,  and  the  liall  of  tiic  library  is  now 
an  asylum  for  freedmen.  At  the  time  when 
this  occurred  there  was  some  outcry  against  the 
A'andalism  of  the  proceeding.  In  our  opinion 
the  Beaufort  library  was  excluded  from  tlie  pro- 
tection which  is  ])roperly  claimed  for  literary 
institutions.  It  was  doomed  ])cr  se ;  without 
being  intrinsically  a  rare  collection,  it  was  still 
of  no  ordinary  character,  and  demanded  an  ex- 
traordinary fate.  It  was  gathered  by  the  un- 
j)aid  waucs  of  slaves.  No ;  a  library,  an  insti- 
tution intended  for  the  diifiision  of  civilization, 
founded  by  those  who  are  fighting  to  maintain 
the  institutions  of  barbarism,  is  a  solecism. 
Scatter  its  volumes  and  sweej)  it  into  oblivion, 
and  when  South  Carolina  is  again  a  free  State, 
then  introduce  the  true  civilization,  plant  schools 
and  libraries  from  Charleston  to  New  Orleans, 
and  the  library  of  Beaufort  will  be  more  than 
restored. 

It  is  pleasant  to  observe  that  the  spirit  we 
have  shown  in  regard  to  libraries  has  proved 
contagious.  Onr  Canadian  neighbors  have  al- 
ready started  many  thriving  and  valuable  collec- 
tions, and  libraries  belonging  to  educational  in- 
stitutions are  numerous.  The  attention  given 
to  the  foundation  of  libraries  seems  to  be  a  char- 
acteristic trait  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  colonics.  It 
has  been  seen  how  early  we  commenced  found- 
ing them,  and  the  Canadians  are  not  slow  in  the 
good  work.  It  will  startle  many  persons  who 
are  unaware  of  the  marvelous  progress  of  civil- 
ization in  Australia,  to  learn  that  in  its  great 
cities  society  has  become  sufficiently  settled  to 
create  a  demand  for  public  libraries.  One  was 
founded  at  Melbourne  in  1855  ;  a  beautiful  edi- 
fice was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £10,000,  and  in 
18G0  it  already  contained  nearly  30,000  volumes. 

The  collection  of  private  libraries  for  one's 
personal  delectation  has  been  a  luxury  indulged 
in  by  the  rich  and  the  intelligent  since  the  days 
of  LucuUus  and  Pliny,  great  "book-hunters;" 
and  surely  there  is  no  pursuit  or  hobby  which 
wealth  loves  to  humor  that  is  more  ])roductive 
of  good.  Our  merchant  ])rinces  and  literary 
men  have  as  yet  made  no  collections  so  vast  and 
magnificent  as  a  few  of  the  private  libraries  of 
Europe,  such  as  those  of  IMagliabechi,  the  prince 
of  librarians,  De  Tiiott,  the  Dukes  of  Urbino, 
and  tlie  Ilarleian  ;  but  they  have  shown  a  com- 
mendable zeal  in  the  cause,  and  select  private 
libraries  are  far  more  frequent  now  in  our  coun- 
try than  in  England,  and  often  with  sjjecial  at- 
tention devoted  to  certain  subjects;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  Shakspcarian  Library  of  Mr.  Burton, 
and  the  collection  of  Spanish  literature  gathered 
l)y  Mr.  Ticknor,  unsurpassed  out  of  Spain.  The 
entertaining  works  of  Dr.  Wynne  and  Mr.  Earn- 
ham  on  the  private  libraries  of  Boston  and  New 
York  show  what  had  been  achieved  in  this  line 
some  years  ago. 

Of  the  work  connected  witli  the  collection 
and  curatorship  of  libraries  but  little  is  known 
outside  cf  library  walls.  The  popular  mind  cou- 
fciders  u  library  a  sort  of  Castle  of  Indolence, 


where  the  happy  man  who  is  situated  there  has 
naught  to  do  but  take  his  ease  at  his  own  sweet 
will ;  to  read,  ])crchance  to  dream  ;  to  draw  liis 
salary;  to  gradually  grow  old  and  leathery;  and 
after  a  life  of  enviable  repose,  to  ])ass  gently 
away  to  a  sphere  where  his  condition  of  quietude 
will  be  continued  forever.  Nothing  can  be  far- 
ther from  the  truth.  Small  libraries,  poorlv 
funded  and  making  few  or  no  additions,  do  not 
require  much  attention,  although  they  should 
have  more  care  than  they  generally  receive. 
But  a  library  of  any  size  that  gains  annual  ad- 
ditions involves  a  great  deal  of  labor,  even  if 
the  number  of  readers  be  small.  A  book  has  to 
go  through  many  different  processes — register- 
ing, binding,  stam])ing,  cataloguing,  etc.,  etc. 
— before  it  finally  reaches  the  shelves  where 
room  has  to  be  found  for  it  among  the  compan- 
ions with  whom  it  is  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
its  days.  The  compiling  of  catalogues  is  an- 
other great  task  devolving  on  tlie  librarian,  and 
demanding  a  vast  amount  of  unappreciated  la- 
bor. Bibliographies  .*?.re  to  be  ransacked  for  the 
authors  of  anonymous  works  ;  the  abbreviations 
to  be  made  in  the  titles  need  experience  and 
judgment,  and  the  whole  is  to  be  gotten  up  with 
numerous  cross-references,  and  with  the  nicest 
care  and  the  observance  of  a  thousand  per])lex- 
ing  rules  and  vexatious  exce])tions.  In  1858 
the  catalogue  of  the  British  Museum  amounted 
to  623  folio  volumes  as  far  as  the  letter  I;  when 
completed  it  can  hardly  embrace  less  than  1500 
volumes.  In  many  libraries  supplementary  cat- 
alogues arc  issued  at  intervals  of  a  few  years. 
The  reader  can  see  what  it  is  to  catalogue  even 
in  small  libraries,  if  it  is  done  Avith  the  requisite 
minuteness  and  care. 

There  is  much  work  also  bestowed  on  the  as- 
sorting of  pamphlets  for  the  binder;  indexing 
the  hundreds  of  volumes  of  pamphlets  which 
may  be  already  bound,  and  Avhich  are  found  in 
every  large  library  ;  arranging  books  on  the 
shelves;  registering  those  which  leave  the  li- 
brary ;  and  all  sorts  of  miscellaneous  items  which 
are  constantly  arising.  More  or  less  attention 
must  also  be  given  to  visitors  according  to  tlieir 
number,  the  regulations  of  the  library,  and  the 
character  of  their  wants. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  libraries,  al- 
though free  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  life  "on 
change,"  are  still  no  bowers  of  ease.  The  labor 
performed  is  quiet  and  unostentatious,  but  its 
results  are  felt  as  vastly  contributing  to  tlie  prog- 
ress of  mankind;  silent  and  unnoticed  it  goes 
on  as  the  building  up  of  a  library  proceeds  from 
year  to  year,  from  age  to  age,  gradually  and  un- 
ceasingly, as  by  minute  and  unremitting  pro- 
cesses the  coral  isle  of  tlie  Pacific  grows  from 
its  small  foundation  until  it  emerges  from  the 
depths  and  gladdens  the  face  of  the  ocean  with 
its  grove  of  cocoas  waving  their  coronal  of  ver- 
dure in  the  western  wind. 

Natural  inclination  and  experience  are  as  nec- 
essary for  the  success  of  one  who  adopts  the  life 
of  a  librarian  as  in  the  legal  or  medical  profes- 
sions.    A  knowledge  of  libraries  and  books  is 
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now  a  science  by  itself,  involving  a  vast  amount 
of  bibliographical  literature  that  is  to  be  mas- 
tered, and  requiring  that  the  would-be  librarian 
should  have  taste  and  talents  suited  to  the  posi- 
tion he  seeks.  It  is  a  mistake  to  place  over  a 
library  some  old  fossil,  who  has  exhausted  his 
best  energies  in  other  business,  and  now  desires 
a  librarianship  as  a  cozy,  comfortable  berth  after 
tlie  storms  of  life,  although  unfit  to  attend  to 
any  thing  else  but  to  see  that  the  books  are  not 
stolen.  Nor  should  such  a  position  be  given  to 
a  young  man  who  might  make  an  excellent  bank 
clerk,  but  has  no  turn  for  books ;  and  yet  such 
cases  too  often  occur.  The  work  demands  men 
of  active  parts,  patient  research,  and  ardent  love 
for  books  as  books  without  reference  to  their  con- 
tents, although,  of  course,  a  knowledge  of  these 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  accomplished  li- 
brarian ;  he  must  also  have  some  knowledge  of 
the  classic  and  principal  modern  languages — the 
more  the  better.  It  is  obvious  that  a  so-called 
literary  man,  who  cares  little  for  the  dry  statis- 
tics and  history  of  books,  is  hardly  qualified  to 
fill  the  position  occupied  by  such  men  as  Paniz- 
zi,  Cogswell,  or  Jewett,  however  learned  he  may 
be ;  nor,  if  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  can  life  in  a  library  often  prove  otherwise 
to  him  than  drudgery. 

To  the  librarian  who  is  not  so  mucli  absorbed 
in  bibliographical  investigations  as  to  be  uncon- 
scious of  other  matters,  life  in  a  library  afibrds 
rare  opportunities  for  the  study  of  human  na- 
ture. It  is  amusing  to  note  the  different  char- 
acters who  visit  it,  and  the  diversity  and  oddity 
of  their  pursuits.  The  representative  of  a  nu- 
merous class  is  the  quaint  old  man  who,  year 
after  year,  haunts  the  still  alcoves  like  the  ghost 
of  otlier  days,  bald,  weazen-faced,  bent  over, 
threadbare  as  to  his  apparel,  poring  over  black 
letter,  and  with  his  scanty  rivulet  of  thought 
ever  dribbling  slowly  in  the  same  unJeviating 
and  narrowing  channel.  It  is  a  singular  fact 
that  a  large  proportion  of  readers  are  addicted 
to  the  consultation  of  genealogies.  This  van- 
ity, usually  considered  as  belonging  to  old  bach- 
elors and  ancient  dowagers  of  the  old  country, 
is  nevertheless  affected  by  many  of  our  other- 
wise sensible  people,  although  inconsistent  with 
the  democratic  nature  of  our  institutions.  Sir 
Symonds  D'Ewes  was  not  more  enthusiastic  in 
this  sort  of  erudition  than  some  Americans  who 
lavish  much  precious  time  in  the  searching  out 
of  family  crests,  ancestry,  and  other  moonshine 
equally  substantial. 

To  one  who  desires  to  regard  his  fellow-men 
with  the  benevolent  eye  of  an  optimist,  it  is  rather 
mortifying  to  observe  what  watclifulncss  has  to 
be  exercised  in  the  preservation  of  books  from 
careless  usage,  or  even  from  theft.  The  passion 
for  acquiring  rare  works,  MSS.,  or  autographs, 
amounts  to  a  monomania  with  some  persons 
which  seems  to  produce  a  moral  obliquity  in 
their  actions  so  far  as  books  are  concerned.  A 
curious  instance  illustrative  of  this  occurred  in 

the  New  York  Historical  Library.      Dr. 

ha])pcned  in  the  library  investigating  some  docu- 


ments. The  librarian  and  another  gentleman, 
a  man  of  high  respectability  and  well  known  as 
a  book-collector,  were  the  only  other  persons  pres- 
ent. The  librarian  having  occasion  to  leave  the 
room  placed  it  temporarily  in  the  charge  of  Dr. 

.      On  returning  to  the  library  he  found  the 

collector  had  disappeared,  and,  what  was  more 
singular,  a  very  valuable  MS.  framed  and  hung 
on  the  wall  had  also  vanished.  Dr.  ■ ,  ab- 
sorbed in  his  studies,  had  observed  the  disap- 
pearance of  neither  one  nor  the  other.  As  it 
was  evident  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  the 
respectability  of  the  supposed  purloincr  prevent- 
ed further  inquiry,  no  more  was  said  on  the  sub- 
ject. Some  years  after,  when  the  occurrence 
was  entirely  forgotten,  the  collector  died,  and 
at  the  sale  of  his  books  Dr. •  and  the  libra- 
rian again  met,  and  mutually  enjoyed  the  sur- 
prise and  pleasure  of  seeing  the  aforesaid  MS. 
brought  to  light  under  the  hammer  of  the  auc- 
tioneer ! 

We  have  already  alluded  to  some  of  the  per- 
plexing questions  connected  with  libraries,  but 
there  is  none  demanding  for  its  solution  so  thor- 
ough a  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  libraries,  com- 
bined with  good  taste  and  common  sense,  as 
drawing  plans  for  a  library.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son that  most  libraries  are  either  pleasing  to  the 
eye  and  unsuited  to  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  erected,  or  conveniently  planned  and  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  good  taste :  the  former  is, 
however,  the  most  usual  error,  at  least  in  Eu- 
rope, where  there  are  many  really  beautiful  li- 
brary buildings  designed  by  architects  of  the 
first  order,  but  at  a  great  waste  of  space  and 
convenience.  There  is  only  one  way  entirely 
to  obviate  the  difficulty:  the  arcliitect  should  be 
at  once  librarian  and  architect — that  is,  a  libra- 
rian by  profession,  but  at  the  same  time  con- 
versant with  architecture,  sufficiently  so  at  least 
to  consult  with  and  direct  some  architect  sensi- 
ble enough  to  heed  the  suggestions  of  one  who 
knows  thoroughly  what  is  required.  As  this  is 
not  a  contingency  to  be  hoped  for  until  to  their 
other  studies  librarians  add  the  noble  study  of 
architecture,  the  next  best  thing  is  for  the  coun- 
cil of  sages  called  the  building  committee  to  learn 
wisdom  from  those  who  have  spent  many  years 
in  a  library,  instead  of  ignoring  their  existence 
and  intrusting  the  matter  altogether  to  some 
architect  whose  only  object  is  to  erect  a  beautiful 
edifice,  and  who  knows  as  much  about  the  thou- 
sand and  one  requirements  of  a  library  as  of  Chi- 
nese. This  is  not  so  much  a  question  of  genius 
or  taste  as  a  question  of  experience.  Michael 
Angelo  himself  could  not  plan  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  a  library  without  previous  experience  of 
the  economy  of  a  library,  as  is  proved  by  One  he 
erected  for  the  Laurentian  Library,  whicii  is  one 
of  the  finest  things  in  Florence,  but  is  more  fit 
for  a  ducal  palace  than  for  a  library.  Tiiis  is 
not  so  trifling  a  question  as  some  may  think, 
for  the  public  moneys  are  too  often  wasted  in 
the  construction  of  a  library  sufficiently  hand- 
some, indeed,  but  also  sufficiently  absurd  in  its 
internal  arrangements. 
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We  may  be  pardoned,  perliaps,  for  venturing 
a  few  suggestions,  whicli  may  not  be  altogether 
novel,  but  can  not  too  often  be  repeated.  The 
main  ])ortion  of  a  library  should  be  in  the  form 
of  a  rotunda,  like  the  famous  reading-room  of 
the  British  INIusenm.  Thus  from  a  central  point 
can  the  librarian  best  oversee  the  visitors  and 
readers,  \vlio  should  always  be  under  liis  eye, 
and  the  books,  on  this  jjlan,  can  be  most  acces- 
sible to  the  assistants.  If  the  ground-plan  is 
quadrangular  there  need  be  no  space  lost  at  the 
angles,  as  such  rooms  become  necessary  as  the 
library  expands,  and,  in  any  event,  they  are  re- 
quired for  the  storage  of  duplicates,  for  library 
offices,  etc.,  as  every  one  conversant  with  the 
subject  very  well  knows.  Nor  is  a  circular  build- 
ing undesirable  in  an  architectural  point  of  view, 
the  Pantheon  at  Rome  and  many  Italian  basil- 
icas presenting  attractive  examples  of  that  style. 
A  library  should  be  well-lighted,  and  from  above, 
whatever  its  shape ;  by  this  means  reserving  for 
book-shelves  the  space  in  the  walls  that  would 
be  occupied  by  windows. 

Excess  of  ornament  should  be  avoided .  any 
thing  that  tends  to  distract  the  attention  from 
the  mam  purpose  of  the  building  is  objection- 
able. Let  the  chief  architectural  features  pre- 
sent an  effective  outline  ;  that  is  sufficient  for  a 
library,  in  this  respect  differing  from  a  cathedral 
or  palace,  which  can  hardly  be  too  ornate.  It 
may  even  be  questioned  whether  pictures  do  not 
interfere  with  the  proportions  of  a  library ;  if 
donated  to  such  an  institution  a  separate  room 
devoted  to  tliem  would  seem  preferable.  But 
there  is  one  ornament  wdiich  is  alwa^ys  in  perfect 
keeping  with  the  severe  beauty  of  a  library — 
statuary.  Pure  marble  busts,  carved  out  of 
snowy  Carrara,  add  a  classic  air  to  the  majestic 
aspect  of  a  library  hall  such  as  can  be  obtained 
in  no  other  way.  But  let  plaster  casts  be  ban- 
ished from  its  portals  as  inconsistent  with  the 
permanent  character  of  the  place. 

As  to  the  order  of  architecture  that  should  be 
selected  it  is  more  difficult  to  decide.  While 
all  are  beautiful,  some  are  better  suited  to  our 
purpose  than  others.  The  object  of  a  building 
and  its  style  of  architecture  should  harmonize 
as  the  dress  of  an  individual  should  correspond 
with  his  character  or  profession  Madame  de 
Pompadour  in  the  garb  of  a  Quakeress,  or  old 
Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  of  Newport,  in  the  gay  col- 
ors of  a  gallant  a  la  Louis  Quatorze,  would  be 
no  more  incongruous  than  a  library  building 
of  unsuitable  architecture.  The  later  English 
Gothic  or  Elizabethan,  and  the  Romanesque, 
Lombard  Gothic,  and  Venetian  sciiools  would 
seem  to  be  the  best  adapted  for  libraries.  We 
are  inetined  to  think  that  the  Royal  Library  at 
Munich  and  the  Astor  at  New  York,  ])lanned  aft- 
er early  Italian  models  before  the  Renaissance 
had  corru])ted  the  sources  of  true  architecture, 
are  as  consistent  in  their  ap])earance  with  what 
a  library  should  be  as  any  that  have  come  to  our 
knowledge. 

The  last  suggestion  that  we  would  make  is, 
that  all  that  savors  of  sham  should  be  conscien- 


tiously excluded  from  library  precincts.  We 
know  of  a  library  that  cost  6:80,000.  Through- 
out it  is  built  of  brick,  stone,  and  iron.  It  is 
probably  fire-i)roof,  and  presents  an  air  of  sta- 
bility that  is  truly  refreshing.  But  those  grace- 
ful columns  that  sustain  the  roof  on  their  ex- 
quisite capitals  are  hollow ;  the  slender  iron 
posts  within  that  support  the  ceiling  are  hidden 
by  flimsy  shells  of  pine  wood  that  only  seem  to 
support  what  they  do  not ;  and  the  Corinthian 
capitals  are  of  plaster  of  Paris,  liable  to  be  shat- 
tered at  a  blow.      Is  not  this  pitiful ! 

Vast  depositories  of  learning,  libraries  have 
been  compared  by  Swift  to  cemeteries,  while 
Irving  has  wittily  described  them  as  manufac- 
tories for  the  production  of  other  books.  May 
they  not  rather  be  likened  to  cities  and  to^^^ls 
where  men  assemble  in  communities  and  con- 
tinue to  influence  the  world  by  the  force  of  in- 
tellect long  after  tliey  have  ceased  to  exist  as 
physical  beings.  "]\Iany  a  man,"  says  Milton, 
"  lives  a  burden  on  the  earth  ;  but  a  good  book 
is  the  precious  life-blood  of  a  master-spirit,  em- 
balmed and  treasured  up  on  purpose  to  a  life 
beyond  a  life."  As  the  long  procession  of  mor- 
tals sweeps  on  to  the  Silent  Land,  they  who  have 
incorporated  the  better  part  of  themselves  in 
books  shall  not  altogether  die ;  their  names 
would  still  at  least  be  "perpetuated,"  as  Burton 
remarks,  "  in  catalogues  and  bibliographical  dic- 
tionaries ;  nay,  biographies  and  encyclopedias 
would  contain  their  titles  and  perhaps  the  day 
of  the  author's  birth  and  death,"  Eor  these  rea- 
sons let  a  library  be  constructed  on  principles 
of  permanence  ;  let  strength  and  security  enter 
into  the  plan,  and  allow  no  excess  of  tawdry 
decoration  to  lessen  the  effect  of  its  majesty  ;  let 
it  stand  from  age  to  age  unscathed  by  the  storms 
and  wrecks  of  eras,  a  beacon  to  guide  mankind 
in  the  course  of  duty,  a  shrine  wherein  shall  be 
embalmed  the  glory  of  its  founders,  an  oracle 
whither  the  generations  shall  come  to  seek  wis- 
dom, a  KTrjjia  Iq  ad. 

m  BONDS. 

A  YOUNG  girl  stood  by  an  open  window. 
Not  looking  at  the  shifting  cloud  pano- 
rama in  the  open  sky,  not  marking  the  silvery 
pinnacles  that  girded  the  horizon — mountain 
phantasms  smitten  with  golden  arrows  from  the 
sun  and  melting  away  into  a  glimmering  mist. 
No  glory  of  tinted  vapor  or  cloven  ray  could 
hold  her  glance  or  heart  this  morning.  Throngs 
of  people  were  walking  about — carriages  were 
hurrying  along  the  Warrenton  road,  and  a  band 
of  music  began  to  utter  a  few  [ireliminary  notes. 
It  was,  in  fact,  Tournament-day  at  Fauquier 
Springs ;  and  Avho  that  had  a  spark  of  chivalry 
in  their  souls  could  have  eye  or  ear  for  common 
pageants  of  earth  or  sky? 

Not  this  young  girl,  Theodora  Thorpe,  cer- 
tainly. She  sffcod  there  with  an  eager,  expect- 
ant glance,  and  something  of  childish  pleasiire 
in  the  parted  crimson  li])s  and  cheeks  so  softly 
flushed.       She   was    a   Yankee   girl,   and   liad 
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breathed  New  England  air  nearly  all  her  life. 
There  is  a  kindling  glow  in  her  soft  brown  hair, 
strength  and  purpose  about  the  passionate  lips, 
and  the  deep  gray  eyes  now  wandering  to  the 
green  sweep  of  meadow  on  the  west  look  clear 
enough  to  face  poetic  vision  or  life's  sharpest  re- 
ality. 

Her  thoughts  were  interrupted  by  a  triumph- 
ant burst  of  martial  music,  and  she  saw  that  the 
knights  were  entering  the  lists.  Fancifully  at- 
tired, with  various  fantastic  names  taken  from 
old  books  of  chivalry  or  manufactured  at  home, 
these  knights  met  for  no  personal  encounter,  no 
feats  of  bravery,  but  merely  to  display  that  most 
common  of  Southern  accomplishments,  good  rid- 
ing. "The  herald  announced  the  names,  and 
then  read  a  speech,  of  which  our  heroine  could 
hear  little.  Sometimes  a  triumphant  burst  of 
music  heralded  success,  then  an  ignominious 
silence  told  of  failure.  At  last  her  eye  kindled 
a  little  and  she  sat  down.  She  could  not  look 
at  this  rider — a  young  man  of  lithe  and  slender 
figure  and  blond  hair.  He  was  habited  in  a 
suit  of  dark  green  cloth  with  golden  trimmings, 
and  rode  a  coal-black  horse.  She  caught  her 
breath  with  a  half  gasp  as  she  looked  at  him. 

But  Miss  Thorpe  did  not  look  again.  She 
only  listened  with  quickened  breath  and  flushed 
cheeks  to  the  thrice-told  burst  of  music  that 
*  hailed  him  victor,  and  a  shadow  of  disappoint- 
ment clouded  her  face.  She  had  seen  enough 
of  the  tournament ;  some  harassing  thought 
chased  all  the  childish  pleasure  from  lip  and 
eye,  and  she  waited  wearily  to  the  end  with  her 
head  leaning  on  her  hand.  The  pageant  ended 
at  last,  and  before  long  the  young  man  with  the 
aureole  of  golden  hair,  the  conquering  hero, 
stood  beside  her, 

"Now,  Dora,  you  must  change  your  mind!" 
he  exclaimed,  eagerly. 

"Do  women  ever  do  that?" 

"Yes,  it  is  one  of  their  rights — one  I  shall 
never  dispute  with  you.  Say  you  will  stay  to 
the  ball,  and  let  me  crown  you  queen." 

"Be  loyal  to  my  high  behest,  then,  and  find 
Clem  to  drive  me  home." 

The  young  man  bit  his  lip.  His  blue  eyes 
glittered — cold  blue  eyes  they  were,  with  no 
more  light  from  within  at  this  moment  than  if 
they  had  been  cut  from  turquoise  stone.  Regi- 
nald Fairfax  was  accustomed  to  have  his  own 
way  in  life ;  it  was  a  new  sensation  to  be  re- 
fused. This  little  Yankee  girl  was  piquant  and 
refreshing  certainly,  and  so  beautiful  that  he 
had  only  to  look  in  her  face  to  excuse  the  rash 
offer  of  his  hand  and  heart  made  only  twenty- 
four  hours  ago ;  but  then  it  would  never  do  to 
allow  her  to  rebel  so  soon. 

"Dora,  it  is  my  wish  that  you  should  stay." 

"But,  most  solemn  autocrat  of  all  the  llus- 
sias,  it  is  my  wish  to  go.  When  one  has  a 
weighty  question  to  consider,  one  does  not  like 
to  flutter  away  the  time  in  a  ball-room." 

"Bosh,"  said  the  young  man,  with  a  sneer. 
"  You  are  afraid  of  a  ball-room  as  one  of  the  de- 
vices of  Satan,  you  dear  little  Puritan." 


"Well,  perhaps  I  am,"  she  rejoined,  with 
quiet  good-nature;  "but  you  know  the  night 
brings  counsel." 

"Did  not  last  night  bring  it?"  he  asked, 
rather  impatiently. 

"  Only  conflicting  counsels.  I  can  not  choose 
my  life's  destiny  as  easily  as  I  would  a  new  bon- 
net." 

With  this  view  of  the  case  Mr.  Fairfax 
changed  his  tactics.  Better  to  lose  one  even- 
ing's pleasure  than  to  bear  a  life-long  disap- 
pointment. Surely  this  was  not  the  time  to  as- 
sert his  will.  After  all,  it  was  a  new  fascina- 
tion to  see  this  young  girl  hesitate  about  ac- 
cepting him — a  delicious  agony  to  witness  such 
purity  and  disinterestedness.  Had  not  manoeu- 
vring mothers  quarreled  about  him  as  soon  as 
he  was  out  of  the  nursery,  and  beauties,  white 
and  brown,  angled  for  him  with  various  baits  ? 
How  charming  to  see  this  yodng  girl  wondering 
whether  she  should  really  pick  up  the  golden 
apples  flung  by  Fortune  at  her  feet ! 

"Ah!  well,  Dora,"  he  said,  "you  rule  me 
with  a  rod  of  iron.  I  am  only  king  in  name, 
and  might  as  well  abdicate  my  shadow  of  a 
throne.  Would  you  ever  give  up  a  whim  to 
please  me?" 

"I  would  give  up  a  great  deal  for  you.  Rex," 
answered  Dora,  thoughtfully — "only  not  prin- 
ciples." 

"Or  prejudices,"  muttered  Rex. 

Dora  glanced  at  him  ;  but  the  smooth  face 
and  clear  blue  eyes  showed  no  sign  of  anger. 
They  looked  hard  and  cold,  perhaps,  with  the 
only  warmth  in  the  gleams  that  lit  up  the  hair. 

She  watched  him  walk  away,  and  her  glance 
grew  perplexed.  Was  he  true  and  noble  in- 
deed ?  Could  she  trust  heart  and  life  to  him 
without  a  fear?  Handsome,  rich,  and  noble, 
as  the  young  man  in  Holy  Writ,  what  lacked'he 
yet  ?  Ah  !  Dora  felt  in  her  inmost  heart  that 
one  thing  was  needful — the  pure  and  childlike 
faith  which  could  alone  inform  the  whole  witli 
life,  and  crown  each  natural  grace  with  the  im- 
mortal and  divine. 

Miss  Thorpe  gathered  the  folds  of  her  black 
lace  mantilla  about  her,  and  sat  down  patiently 
to  await  her  lover's  return.  That  is  to  say,  her 
outward  aspect  betokened  serenity  and  repose, 
a  fair  sweet  face,  with  drooping  eyes  and  tender 
loving  mouth,  but  beneath  that  seeming  calm 
surged  all  the  doubts  that  had  haunted  her 
through  the  day.  Does  "perfect  love  cast  out 
fear?"  Then  surely  this  was  most  imperfect 
love  ;  and  yet,  might  not  these  fears  only  be  the 
fruit  of  her  sage  New  England  training  ?  Every 
thing  was  so  different  here ;  and  she  had  hard- 
ly been  able  to  adopt  the  new  faith  of  her  new 
home  with  the  readiness  of  her  slu'ewd  father. 
Some  of  the  old  horror  about  buying  and  selling 
a  fellow-being  shook  her  soul  now  and  then  ; 
and  she  could  not  make  it  an  article  of  her  creed 
that  slavery  was  a  moral,  social,  and  political 
blessing.  Reginald  Fairfax  believed  so,  she 
knew,  and  he  was  the  master  of  hundreds  of 
slaves.     Had  it  been   a  blessing  to  him,  she 
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wondered  vaguely  as  she  thought  of  his  auto- 
cratic manner.  How  would  one  fare  who  dared 
to  thwart  his  will,  wife  or  slave?  As  if  an- 
swering her  thought,  slie  heard  his  quick  step 
upon  the  floor  as  he  hurried  toward  her.  His 
eyes  Avere  aflame  now,  and  a  vivid  spot  burned 
on  either  check,  but  his  face  had  the  same  stony 
calm  more  terrible  than  emotion.  Dora  knew 
that  something  had  happened,  and  she  said,  in 
a  frightened  way, 

"What  is  it,*  Rex?" 

"  Nothing;  are  you  ready  ?" 

"Of  course;  but  you  must  tell  me.  You 
look  so — so — "  She  paused,  hardly  caring  to 
say,  angry. 

"Well,  Clem  is  gone;  he  is  not  to  be  found." 

Dora  could  not  see  why  this  should  have 
shaken  him  so ;  but  he. led  her  swiftly  down  the 
stairs,  and  placed  her  in  the  carriage  before  he 
said  another  word.  Even  then  he  was  silent  for 
a  time. 

"  You  are  in  the  dark  I  see,  Dora,  about  this 
dark  subject,"  he  said,  with  a  cold  laugh,  which 
made  the  young  girl  start.  "Let  us  have  the 
beginning  of  the  interesting  history.  You  have 
seen  Clem  ;  he  is  a  superior  negro,  as  you  know, 
brought  up  under  my  eye,  and  learned  in  all  my 
ways.  The  fact  is,  I  do  believe  I  had  allowed 
myself  to  be  attached  to  him." 

The  young  lady  was  silent,  and  jMr.  Fairfax 
continued : 

"Clem,  it  appears,  placed  his  affections  on 
other  objects  than  his  unworthy  master ;  in 
short,  he  wooed  and  married  in  an  incredibly 
short  time  a  young  '  pussun  of  color,'  belonging 
to  Mrs.  Summers  on  the  next  plantation.  Now, 
Miss  Juliet  Summers  was  married  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago,  and  followed  her  liege  lord  to  the 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  taking  her  maid 
with  her  without  the  slightest  regard  for  Clem." 

"Poor  fellow!"  said  Dora,  with  a  sigh. 

"My  darling,  do  you  think  they  feel  as  we 
would?"  said  Reginald,  interrupting  his  story 
and  looking  at  her  with  wondering  tender- 
ness. 

"I  don't  know,"  she  answered,  mournfully; 
"but  I  think  the  feeling  must  be  the  same  in 
kind.     If  they  can  love,  they  can  suffer." 

"Bah  !  they  don't  do  either,"  returned  Mr. 
Fairfax,  impatiently;  "but  Clem  has  taken 
upon  himself  to  be  very  sulky,  because  I  refused 
to  buy  his  Clara.  He  has  been  almost  inso- 
lent, so  that  last  night  I  was  obliged  to  thrash 
him.  I  did  indeed,  Dora.  You  need  not  look 
so  horrified.     I  shall  not  thrash  you." 

"  I  don't  know  about  that,"  said  Dora,  quick- 
ly.     "Perhaps,  if  I  offend  you." 

"I  have  only  been  too  indulgent  to  Clem," 
continued  the  young  gentleman.  "I  believe 
he  considered  a  thrashing  impossible,  he  looked 
so  stunned  at  first.  I  could  have  almost  smiled 
if  I  had  not  been  so  angry  at  the  look  of  insult- 
ed dignity  which  he  turned  on  me  when  the 
fine  lash  of  my  riding  whip  curled  about  him; 
but  at  last  he  grew  fierce  as  a  tiger,  and  mut- 
tered something  of  revenge.     Did  vou  notice 


any  thing  in  his  manner  when  he  drove  us  to  the 
Springs?" 

"  Oh  no  ;  don't  tell  me  any  more,  Reginald ; 
it  is  sickening.  Can't  you  feel  as  I  do  how 
wrong  it  all  is?" 

"  It  is  disagreeable,  I  must  own.  Whippings 
are  most  rare  on  our  place.  I  am  sure  Stone- 
henge  is  a  paradise  for  darkeys ;  but  you  must 
admit,  Dora,  that  discipline  is  necessary." 

"Perhaps  so;  if  I  could  admit  that  slavery 
is  necessary  I  must  yield  CA'ery  other  point." 

Reginald  Fairfax  was  silent  for  a  time.  He 
had  no  reply  for  such  speeches,  and  rather 
wished  to  ignore  his  lady-love's  abolition  pro- 
clivities— all  the  consequence  of  early  education 
and  tlie  growth  of  New  England  soil.  '  They 
would  soon  disappear  in  that  sunnier  clime 
amidst  more  liberal  views. 

"And  after  .all,"  said  Dora,  solemnly,  after  a 
long  silence,  "fearful  as  the  system  is  fbr  the 
slave,  to  me  it  is  more  terrible  for  the  masters. 
Think  of  your  people's  souls,  Rex.  What  if 
they  should  be  required  at  your  hands  ?  How 
awful  at  that  last  day  to  feel  the  crushing  Aveight 
of  ruined  souls  added  to  our  own  guilt !  Do 
you  never  hear  even  now  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
God  in  the  stillness  inquiring,  'Where  is  Abel 
thy  brother?'  You  can  not  say  like  Cain,  'Am 
I  my  brother's  keeper?'  for  this  slave  system 
has  made  you  that  in  the  worst  sense." 

"Nonsense,  Dora;  you  are  a  fanatie.  As 
to  the  question  of  souls,  it  is  not  quite  settled 
that  they  liave  souls.  Here  you  are  at  home ; 
take  a  new  text  for  your  next  sermon,  do;  the 
present  is  getting  a  little  threadbare — it  is  rath- 
er ancient." 

"  As  ancient  as  the  laws  of  God  and  human 
rights,"  said  Dora,  earnestly,  as  they  drove  up  the 
winding  path  to  the  modest  domicile  she  called 
home — a  long,  low  rambling  cottage,  brown  and 
bare  enough  in  winter ;  but  now  kind  Nature 
was  doing  her  best  to  hide  the  want  of  paint, 
wreathing  upon  the  homely  walls  such  cluster- 
ing vines,  such  grace  and  airiness  of  outline, 
such  affluence  of  color,  that  it  looked  like  a 
thing  of  beauty,  a  sweet  home.  A  huge  trump- 
et creeper  framed  the  door  with  its  wavy  bow- 
ers, its  great,  vivid  scarlet  flowers  lighting  up 
the  green  gloom.  How  beautiful  Dora  looked 
as  she  stood  in  this  doorway — her  eyes  lit  with 
a  saintly  fervor — her  cheeks  all  aflame  with  her 
emotion,  and  the  shadows  playing  on  her  bur- 
nished brown  hair !  Reginald,  as  he  drove 
away,  muttered  with  a  smile, 

"•  If  from  her  lips  some  abolition  fall, 
Look  in  her  fuce  .and  5'oii'll  forget  it  all." 

Dora  meanwhile  went  into  the  house.  The 
interior  was  painfully  bare,  for  sweet  Nature 
could  not  here  work  her  loving  charms  ;  only  a 
cluster  of  creamy  -  tinted  roses  against  some 
glossy  myrtle  leaves  in  a  little  Parian  vase 
whispered  of  her  presence.  The  cool,  shaded 
rooms  seemed  to  strike  a  chill  to  her  heart,  after 
the  sumptuous  disjilay  witliout,  where  warmth 
and  color  rioted.  It  was  an  eflfbrt,  after  all,  to 
come  back  from  the  gny  ]iagcant  of  holiday  life 
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to  the  homely  daily  duties.  As  she  laid  aside 
her  pretty  blue  silk  and  lace  drapery  to  assume 
her  work-day  dress,  she  thought  of  Stonehenge, 
with  its  spacious  rooms,  with  carpets  soft  as 
woodland  mosses  starred  with  velvet  petaled 
flowers — the  drifting  foam  of  lace  curtains  ly- 
ing like  rosy  snow  over  gorgeous  crimson  silk — 
tlie  softly  tinted  walls  lit  with  gems  of  scenery 
in  frames  of  misty  gold,  or  faces  beautiful  as  a 
poet's  dream — the  ruby  tinted  Bohemian  glass — 
the  carved  work  from  Intcrlachen — the  mosaic 
tables  tliat  told  their  tales  of  the  Avorld  across 
the  ocean  which  she  longed  to  see — all  these 
awaited  her  word.  She  had  but  to  choose  ; 
and  she  could  exchange  at  once  the  harsh,  stern 
prose  of  her  daily  life  for  that  region  of  soft  en- 
chantment. Was  it  not  better  to  enjoy  than  to 
struggle  and  do?  Why  should  those  figments 
of  her  early  faith  trouble  her?  Why  should 
any  myths  about  man's  equality  in  the  great 
brotherhood  of  man,  learned  with  the  other  fairy 
tales  of  childhood,  rise  to-day  like  grim  phan- 
toms between  her  and  that  fair  future  that  shone 
before  her?  Was  he  not  noble  and  true — her 
young  Apollo  with  the  gleaming  hair  ?  Might 
not  hers  be  the  task  to  unfold  to  him  tlio  mys- 
teries of  a  more  stainless  knighthood.  But 
these  harassing  thoughts  must  be  put  away  for 
the  present.  Her  mother  was  spreading  the 
cloth  for  the  evening  meal.  Her  father,  a 
shrewd,  sallow-faced  man,  with  keen  eyes  that 
seemed  able  to  look  through  all  subterfuge,  was 
pacing  impatiently  up  and  down  the  room.  He 
had  brought  all  his  plain,  homely  notions,  with 
his  personal  eflfccts,  from  the  sterile  New  Hamp- 
shire farm  to  the  worn-out  Virginia  lands,  and 
calculated  that  "  ef  he  had  two  niggers  to  work 
the  farm  the  women  folks  could  do  up  the 
chores."    ' 

So  Dora  toasted  her  pretty  face  and  the  bread 
before  the  fire,  and  sat  down  in  a  partially  cook- 
ed state  to  her  tea. 

Her  father  eyed  her  sharply.  Somehow  the 
room  was  no  more  so  bare  and  homely  when 
this  flower  bloomed  in  it.  Why,  it  was  better 
than  a  Titian — finer  than  rarest  exotic,  sweet  as 
young  hopes — this  bright  young  girl  with  the 
living  roses  in  her  cheek,  and  soft  lustrous  eyes 
that  shone  like  stars  through  misty  depths  of 
color.  He  was  glad  to  look  at  her,  as  she 
crowned  the  plain  little  table  with  a  grace  that 
frosted  silver  service,  or  flashing  glass,  or  snowy 
drapery,  could  never  liave  conferred. 

"Well,  Dode,"  he  said,  "how  did  it  go?" 

"Oh,  it  was  very  pleasant ;  quite  a  picture, 
father,"  she  answered,  absently,  and  Mr.  Fair- 
fax was  the  victorious  knight." 

A  pleased  look  came  upon  both  the  faces, 
where  Time  had  Avritten  itself  in  sterner  lines. 
Evidently  no  cruel  parent  here  waited  to  cross 
the  path  of  true  love.  Not  mercenary  enougli, 
perhaps,  to  control  their  daughter's  affections, 
they  would  rejoice  to  sec  them  flow  like  the 
Californian  rivers  over  sands  of  gold.  To  be 
sure  Theodora  was  not  penniless,  having  in- 
herited from  her  Uncle  Theodore  a  thousand 


dollars  and  a  stony  little  farm  in  New  Hamp- 
shire whose  chief  production  was  mullen  stalks ; 
also,  being  heiress  prospective  to  all  her  shrewd 
father  might  make  out  of  his  last  speculation. 
Yet,  as  no  ingenious  Yankee  has  yet  discovered 
a  method  of  making  cloth  from  the  woolly  foli- 
age of  the  mullen,  the  farm  counted  little,  and 
all  the  rest  as  a  mere  shining  bubble  weighed 
against  Stonehenge,  with  its  fine  old  mansion, 
its  broad,  fertile  fields,  and  likely  negroes. 

Mr.  Thorpe's  keen  gray  eyes  twinkled  with 
pleasure  as  he  said,  "I  guessed  as  much,  for  I 
heard  them  sayin'  at  the  Warren  Green  this 
mornin'  that  he  was  the  beater  for  ridcn." 

Dora  was  in  no  mood  now  to  hear  of  Ileginald 
Fairfax's  perfections,  and  she  was  glad  to  hear 
her  mother,  who  was  always  on  household  cares 
intent,  making  a  moan  about  the  disappearance 
of  a  much-prized  Shanghai,  a  speckled  creature, 
who  went  largely  to  legs,  and  had  the  sparest 
suit  of  feathers  consistent  with  decency.  He 
had  been  accustomed  to  crow  loudly  at  twelve 
o'clock  every  night,  wakening  Dora  from  her 
first  balmy  slumber,  probably  because  it  was 
then  high  noon  in  China,  so  she  had  no  cause 
to  love  him.  But  she  now  very  amiably  offered 
to  go  in  search  of  the  vagrant,  glad  to  get  away 
into  the  sweet  summer  twilight  that  lay  without 
dewy  and  fragrant. 

The  clouds  floated  away  in  rifted  pearl  above 
her,  but  in  the  distance  the  dim  gold  and  misty 
rose  of  an  imperial  sunset  still  flushed  them  ; 
the  sky  wore  that  deep,  tender  blue  which  seems 
to  bring  Heaven  so  near  us,  and  a  soft  south 
wind  fluttered  over  the  leaves,  shaking  the  in- 
numerable scarlet  trumpets  that  hung  around 
the  doorway.  No  beds  of  flowers  brightened 
the  green-sward  to  load  the  air  with  balm,  only 
a  yellow  jasmine  to  herald  spring — a  few  roses, 
Dora's  pets,  were  allowed  to  cumber  the  ground  ; 
for  Mr.  Thorpe  seemed  to  have  an  idea  that 
flowers  were  freaks  of  nature,  floral  creations  on 
which  sober  people  should  frown  as  one  would 
over  the  sprees  of  too  exuberant  youth.  But 
Dora  thought  with  a  real  thrill  of  rapture  of  the 
conservatories  at  Stonehenge — the  bewildering 
mazes  of  bloom  and  fragrance — how  delicious 
to  bring  dewy  little  bouquets  into  those  stately 
rooms — to  riot  in  flowers — to  have  them  in  moss- 
baskets,  in  vases,  in  her  hair — to  live  and  move 
and  have  her  being  among  them.  Oh !  if  she 
could  only  decide  the  vexing  question  in  her 
mind.  What  flaming  sword  could  shut  her  out 
from  this  Eden  ?  And  yet,  the  hot  blood  flushed 
into  her  cheeks  as  she  thought,  would  it  be  Eden 
with  that  man?  True,  she  loved  him.  Yet 
he  profaned  with  light  or  indifferent  words  the 
holiest  things.  Could  she  give  him  up  ?  The 
very  air  seemed  to  swoon  around  her,  and  she 
leaned  sick  and  faint  by  the  gate  that  opened 
upon  the  road  —  a  dull,  heavy  band  of  pain 
weighed  down  her  head,  and  she  remembered 
with  a  quick  throb  of  anguish  the  thorny  crown 
that  circled  a  kingly  brow  of  old.  She  must 
fight  tliis  battle  out,  and  choose  quick. 

Slie  looked  over  in  the  direction  of  Stone- 
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henge  as  she  breathed  it.  The  house  stood 
upon  a  hill,  dimly  discerned  in  broken  outlines 
against  the  fading  sky.  The  last  flushes  had 
burned  out,  leaving  only  ashes  of  roses — cool 
neutral  tints — where  Tyrian  dyes  had  reigned. 
But  even  as  she  looked,  some  strange,  fierce  light 
made  night's  sombre  glory  pallid.  First,  smould- 
ering in  a  solid  mass  of  flame,  then  sending  forth 
lurid  tongues  of  fire,  it  streamed  upward,  wave 
on  w'ave,  over  one  another,  breaking  into  show- 
ers of  sparks.  Fierce  and  devouring  as  want, 
inappeasable  as  death,  it  looked  as  it  wrapped 
the  building,  barn,  or  stable,  she  knew  not  which, 
in  curling  wreaths  of  fire,  glittering  as  molten 
gold  with  burning  crimson  gleams.  Before  her 
terror  allowed  her  to  reach  the  house  her  father 
already  stood  at  tlie  door  looking  at  the  fire, 
while  Jeff  brought  out  his  horse, 
g  "It's  not  the  house,  I  reckon,"  he  said,  see- 
ing his  daughter's  startled  look.  "I'm  going  over 
to  help ;  it  'ill  take  more  than  two  hours  to  get 
the  engine  from  Warrenton." 

Dora  w^atched  her  father  ride  off  with  a  sigh 
over  the  impotence  of  women  at  such  times. 
The  light  breeze  had  died  aAvay,  and  in  the  se- 
rene summer  night  the  flames  seemed  to  gain 
little.  She  was  sure  they  had  not  reached  the 
stately  pile  that  might  be  her  future  home.  Soft- 
I3-  fell  the  dews  around  her  till  the  grass  was 
wet.  The  stars  came  out  one  by  one,  golden 
lamps  to  illumine  the  infinite  depths  of  heaven, 
but  they  looked  pale  and  wan.  The  fire  seemed 
subdued  at  last ;  no  longer  careering  wildly  up- 
ward, it  crouched  submissive  before  some  stron- 
ger spirit,  and  dense  masses  of  black  smoke 
starred  with  red  sparks  poured  out.  Still  Dora 
walked  up  and  down  the  little  garden  path  too 
wildly  excited  to  bear  to  go  in  and  sit  down 
quietly  by  her  mother  to  hear  her  mild  questions 
or  her  lament  over  the  missing  Shanghai.  At 
last  she  heard  the  tramp  of  horses'  feet,  and 
sprang  forward  to  meet  her  father.  It  w^as  Reg- 
inald instead.  He  was  riding  by,  but  stopped 
when  he  saw  her. 

/'You  are  anxious,  Dora.  I  am  glad  to  say 
we  are  safe  now ;  the  fire-fiend  has  not  devoured 
our  home.  As  for  the  fiend  who  lit  the  torch,  I 
shall  settle  with  him  soon." 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?"  exclaimed  the  young 
girl,  reading  even  in  tlie  darkening  gloom  the 
white  determination  of  her  lover's  face. 

"Why,  I  mean  that  the  black  rAscal  Clem, 
that  reprobate  to  whom  you  were  ready  to  at- 
tribute all  the  virtues  of  humanity  this  afternoon, 
came  back  while  we  were  at  the  Springs  and 
took  the  revenge  he  has  been  threatening  by 
setting  fire  to  my  new  barn." 

' '  Oh  !  have  you  proof  of  that  ?"  cried  Dora. 

"■  Proof  positive.  He  was  seen  hanging  about 
the  place  by  the  other  servants.  He  was  not  seen 
to  go  in,  but  of  course  he  had  full  opportunity. 
No  one  suspected  him,  a  favorite  servant,  a  fel- 
low that  I  had  favored  and  indulged." 

"And  thrashed,"  thought  Dora. 

"But  I  am  on  his  track,  and  can  not  stop  a 
moment.    By  the  morning  dawn  I  expect  he  will 


be  lodged  in  the  Warrenton  jail,  and  I  shall  sell 
him  to  the  first  trader  that  comes  along.  Good- 
by !"  and  he  rode  impetuously  away,  calling  out 
with  a  laugh — "and  after  business  I  musi  go 
back  to  the  ball,  you  know." 

When  he  was  out  of  sight  Dora  paced  the 
garden-path  no  more.  She  went  up  into  her 
own  little  room.  She  sat  down  by  the  window, 
where  the  trumpet  creeper  had  reached  forth  an 
arm  holding  a  handful  of  the  crimson  blossoms 
against  the  swaying  white  folds  of  the  curtain. 
The  struggle  was  over.  She  let  go  all  the  shin- 
ing store  of  the  future — all  its  glorious  possibil- 
ities— she  saAv  with  calm  eye  the  golden  glow  of 
young  love  die  from  ofi^  the  landscape  of  her 
life,  and  sat  down  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  con- 
tent if  not  joyous.  Content  to  take  up  the  nar- 
row duties,  the  petty  cares,  the  pale,  sparse  joys 
that  made  up  her  existence,  her  visible  life, 
hoping  God  would  some  day  send  something 
more  blessed  than  passive  resignation  into  her 
soul. 

How  strangely  her  father's  voice  sounded  as 
he  called  to  her  in  a  joyful  tone  late  at  night, 
witli  the  assurance  of  one  who  brings  good  news, 
"The  fire's  out,  Dode,  and  the  rascal's  in  pris- 
on!" 

A  cloudy  morning  with  glimmering  showers 
followed.  A  heavy  vapor  seemed  to  wipe  out 
the  distant  landscape  as  with  a  wet  sponge.  The 
lace  veil  of  mist  riven  into  fragments  floating 
here  and  there.  This  pallid  day,  with  no  glori- 
ous sunshine,  ])leased  Dora  better.  These  pale, 
wan  tints  suited  the  colors  of  her  faded  life.  The 
foliage  drooped  heavy  and  wet,  the  flowers  hung 
drenched,  the  distance  had  melted  away,  only 
the  narrow  world  of  home  was  visible,  beneath  a 
dun  gray  sky.  How  like  her  life !  But  she  went 
down  bravely  and  took  up  the  cares  of  the  pres- 
ent. 

She  stood  skimming  the  pans  of  milk  when 
her  father  came  back  from  Warrenton  with  his 
share  of  the  daily  mail.  He  looked  at  her,  dis- 
cerning some  trace  of  emotion  in  her  face. 

"Hain't  had  a  good  night,  I  reckon,  Dode," 
he  said.  "Take  care  of  yourself;  you're  better 
nor  two  sons  to  me.  Guess  what  that  confounded 
rascal's  done  now  ?" 

Dora  did  not  ask.  She  had  found  time  in  her 
own  trial  to  remember  poor  Clem  ;  not  to  excuse 
his  crime  of  course,  but  to  think  with  some  pity- 
ing, extenuating  memories  of  his  provocation. 

"Why,  he  heard  he  was  goin'  to  be  sold  to 
Georgy,  and  ef  the  pesky  warmint  hasn't  gone 
and  hacked  off  three  fingers  of  his  riglit  hand. 
Cheatin'  his  master  out  of  his  lawful  price." 

"But  lie  has  been  cheated  out  of  his  birth- 
right," said  Dora  ;  "he  has  been  cheated  out  of 
his  life,  out  of  love  and  home,  out  of  joy  and 
hope." 

' '  Yes,"  said  her  father,  thoughtfully,  "  I  reck- 
on there  is  a  screw  loose  somewhere  about  this 
pecooliar  institooshun  ;  but  we  can't  mend  it,  so 
it's  no  use  talkin',  as  I  hope  you'll  remember 
when  you're  witii  Mr.  Fairfax,  Dode.  One  thing 
I've  allers  noticed  about  these  Southern  shi^alry, 
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nothin'  riles  'en)  like  touchin'  on  that  pint ;  it  j 
sets  their  whole  natur  on   edge.     I   calculate 
Reginald's  wrathy  enough  now,  losin'  all  his  hay 
and  half  his  nigger,  for  Clem  won't  sell  for  more'n 
half  price." 

"Then  I'll  buy  him,"  said  Dora,  with  an  air 
of  quiet  determination. 

Her  fiither  fairly  gasped  with  astonishment. 
What  a  wretched  investment,  a  maimed  negro! 
Why  /le  only  hired  his  hands,  considering  hu- 
man life  the  most  uncertain  of  property.  He 
was  too  politic  however  to  present  this  aspect  of 
the  case  to  his  daughter.  He  could  attack  her 
in  a  more  vulnerable  point. 

"  What,  buy  a  fellow-bein',  Dode  !  Why,  7 
wouldn't  do  that.  My  conscience  would  go  agin 
it." 

"I  think  I  am  right,"  said  the  girl,  looking 
out  drearily  to  the  drenched  lawn  and  the  va- 
pory clouds,  as  if  with  mute  appeal  to  earth  and 
heaven.  "What  he  must  have  suffered,  poor 
Clem,  to  be  willing  to  maim  himself  for  life  !  I 
can  save  him  from  misery." 

"He'll  be  as  well  off,  likely,  as  the  rest  on 
'em,"  said  Mr.  Thorpe  ;  "  and  you  can't  buy  'em 
all,  Dode." 

"No;  but  this  one  I  can  and  will.  When 
I'm  of  age  I'll  set  him  free." 

"  Well,  girl,  the  money's  yer  own  ;  but  I 
must  protest  against  sich  an  investment.  And 
Mr.  Fairfax,  what'll  he  say  ?  Reckon  he'll  think 
he  mought  as  well  keep  him  as  sell  him  to  you  ; 
purty  nigh  the  same,  I  presume,"  with  a  shrewd 
look  at  his  daughter. 

"  It  will  not  be  the  same,"  she  answered,  quiet- 
ly. "  Tell  him  I  shall  take  care  that  Clem  never 
enters  even  the  remotest  bound  of  the  Stone- 
henge  estate." 

"  She'll  leave  him  to  me  when  she  marries," 
thought  the  old  man.  After  all,  the  loss  or  gain 
of  one  negro  would  be  nothing  to  the  mistress  of 
Stonehenge.  Urged  by  his  daughter,  he  rode 
off  at  once  to  make  an  offer  for  Clem  in  his  own 
name.  Mr.  Fairfax  opened  his  cold  blue  eyes 
with  wonder  at  the  shrewd  Yankee's  proposition ; 
but  he  was  too  glad  to  wash  his  hands  of  the 
whole  disagreeable  busitiess  to  hesitate,  though 
he  was  sorry  the  black  rebel  should  get  off  so 
easily,  and  hoped  that  Mr.  Thorpe  might  prove 
— as  the  New  Englanders  are  proverbial  for  be- 
ing— a  hard  master. 

In  the  mean  time  the  subject  of  this  bargain 
— the  chattel  bought  and  sold — "something  bet- 
ter than  a  dog,  a  little  dearer  than  a  horse" — 
sat  sullenly  by  the  little  grated  window  that  over- 
looked the  small  square  yard  shut  in  by  the  heavy 
stone-walls  of  the  Warrenton  jail.  Beyond  that 
stood  the  Warren  Green — a  fine  hotel  of  brick, 
with  long  white  piazzas  running  round  it,  and 
a  verdant  green  stretching  out  on  every  side, 
fresh  and  bright  with  the  showers,  lying  in  dewy 
splendor  under  overarching  trees.  Within  the 
half  light  of  the  cloudy  day  gloomed  the  stag- 
nant air.  A  stout,  brawny  fellow,  quiet — some- 
what sullen,  you  would  say  —  with  dull  black 
eyes,  vapid  expression,  thick  lips,  heavy,  brutish 
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jaws:  like  the  rest,  a  mere  animal  Ah!  but 
"this  quietness  is  but  the  outer  shell;"  there 
may  be  hell  beneath,  and  there  is — a  seething, 
restless  hell.  That  dull,  tigerish  look  does  not 
take  in  the  trim  hotel,  where  now  and  then  a 
pretty  girl  looks  out,  or  the  idle  young  Virgin- 
ian lawyer  waiting  for  briefs,  or  doctor  waiting 
for  patients,  strolls  up  and  down  the  piazza 
smoking  a  cigar,  staring  out,  but  seeing  no- 
thing. His  nerves  grew  cold  and  rigid  ;  some- 
thing like  a  chained  wild  beast  snatched  wildly 
at  his  heart.  He  hardly  felt  the  stings  of  pain 
that  shot  through  his  wounded  hand,  and  crept 
with  numbing  agony  up  his  arm.  He  looked 
with  savage  longing  to  the  sky,  and  wondered 
where  it  began  to  arch  over  the  North.  The 
North  !  that  land  of  promise  lying  on  some  dis- 
tant shore  of  time,  bathed  in  rosy  light.  Some 
hope  of  reaching  it  had  kept  him  alive  lately  ;  it 
had  kept  the  dull  knife  from  his  throat  last  night; 
some  maddening  hunger  for  freedom  had  stung 
his  nerves,  had  heated  his  blood  to  frenzy,  ever 
since  Clara's  loss.  Some  wild  dream  of  life  with 
her  in  that  land  had  glimmered  on  his  dark  path. 
But  to-day  all  was  over ;  the  dull  gray  blank  of 
sky  shut  him  in  as  with  an  iron  wall ;  no  love 
or  hope  lay  beyond.  The  scars  of  his  master's 
lash  burned  and  throbbed  fiercely ;  but  fiercer 
burned  the  fire  of  revenge  and  hate  within.  He 
had  been  one  of  the  pious  slaves — a  class  lead- 
er. He  wondered  vaguely  now  where  his  re- 
ligion had  gone,  all  fused  in  the  burning  cur- 
rent of  hate  that  surged  like  molten  fire  through 
his  veins.  No  word  of  the  old  songs  of  Zion, 
sung  in  the  old  ignorant  dreams  of  content,  now 
rose  up  to  charm  away  the  foul  fiend  from  his 
heart.  His  religion  fell  off  like  a  worn-out  gar- 
ment. What  had  it  done  for  him  ?  What  did 
it  do  for  others?  He  had  heard  that  the  Bible 
sanctioned  slavery ;  then  he  would  never  learn 
to  read  it,  he  thought,  with  an  unappealing, 
dogged  look  at  the  lowering  sky,  as  if  with  brut- 
ish accusation  of  the  Great  Avenger  who  sat  si- 
lent behind  that  wall  of  thick  cloud,  hearing 
unmoved  the  cries  of  the  oppressed,  instead  of 
riding  on  the  whirlwind,  a  God  of  vengeance, 
to  unloose  the  chains  and  let  the  captives  go 
free.  And  will  He  not?  Does  He  sit  unheed- 
ing on  the  great  white  throne  afar  off,  while  the 
world,  like  a  great  machine  which  He  has  put 
in  motion  but  does  not  control,  goes  on  in  its 
own  course  ?  Clem  thought  that  the  beautiful 
girl  who  now  opened  the  door  was  one  of  His 
messengers ;  but  the  next  moment  he  turned 
away,  half  in  shame,  half  in  sullen  despair. 

"  Oh,  poor  Clem  !"  she  exclaimed,  looking  at 
the  maimed  hand ;  "it  was  a  dreadful  thing  to 
do — a  wicked  thing." 

"Was  it,  Miss  Dode?"  he  said,  recognizing 
with  quick  instinct  the  compassion  under  the 
reproach.  "  Reckon  I'd  have  done  a  heap  bet- 
ter ef  I'd  jes'  listened  to  Ole  Sam,  and  cut  my 
trote  instead." 

"Why,  Clem,"  exclaimed  Dora,  feeling  that 
her  property  was  indeed  uncertain,  "are  you 
ready  to  die  ?" 
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"Tort  I  was  pious  onst,  Miss,  for  sure,"  said 
Clem,  musin^^ly.  "Sartain  I  clone  got  religion 
at  dat  are  canip-meetin'  in  Randolph's  Woods 
las' year,  but  I  done  loss  him  las'  night.  Tears 
like  Ole  Sam  was  a  snatchin'  de  berry  heart  out 
of  me  wid  his  red-hot  pinchers." 

"Well,  I  have  bought  you,  Clem." 

The  heavy  fiice  lighted  up  a  little,  the  dull 
eyes  quickened ;  it  was  only  another  servitude 
after  all  ;  but  then  it  was  another. 

"I'se  serve  you  true.  Miss  Dode,  faithful  and 
true,"  he  muttered. 

"I  do  not  doubt  it,  Clem.  Some  persons 
might,"  she  said,  feeling  that  the  events  of  the 
past  few  days  were  not  exactly  calculated  to  in- 
spire confidence;  "but  I  shall  trust  you." 

He  followed  her  out  of  the  close,  small  room, 
with  its  torpid  air,  down  the  dusty  stairway  and 
into  the  street,  feeling  that  she  was  indeed  the 
messenger  of  that  God  whom  in  his  blind  fury 
he  had  forsaken.  Could  he  find  his  religion 
again  ?  Could  he  ever  re-enlist  among  the  sol- 
diers of  the  cross  beneath  a  banner  which  bears 
this  motto,  "Love  your  enemies,"  while  such 
hate  to  his  young  master  still  rankled  and  fes- 
tered at  his  heart's  core? 

It  was  still  daylight  when  Dora  went  out  into 
the  garden — a  grim,  gray  daylight,  with  the  sun 
dimly  gleaming  through  a  great  pearly  cloud, 
making  it  look  like  a  huge  opal  with  a  flicker- 
ing heart  of  flame.  She  shivered  a  little,  though 
the  air  was  sultry  and  the  ground  was  reeking 
with  hot  vapor.  Reginald  was  already  there, 
pacing  backward  and  forward,  not  impetuously, 
but  in  calm,  assured  waiting.  In  his  vocabu- 
lary there  was  no  such  word  as  "  fail."  He 
stood  still  and  watched  the  young  girl  as  she 
came  with  a  slow  step  toward  him.  The  crim- 
son shawl  which  she  had  wrapped  around  her 
made  her  face  pallid,  perhaps  ;  the  dull  day  had 
faken  the  lustre  from  her  hair  and  the  joyous 
light  from  her  eye,  and  made  her  hand  that  he 
had  seized  as  cold  as  a  snow-flake. 

She  drew  it  away  in  a  moment,  sadly,  with 
,  some  weak,  self-pitying  thought,  poor  thing! 
of  all  she  sacrificed ;  yet  she  began  bravely  : 

"  I  have  thought,  Reginald,  and  decided.  I 
can  not  be  your  wife." 

He  could  not  believe  it.  The  gray  light  could 
not  make  his  face  whiter  than  it  shone  now,  as 
he  exclaimed,  almost  fiercely, 

"  You  are  wild,  Dora ;  how  can  you  try  me 

80?" 

"Because  I  have  tried  myself,  and  it  has 
been  a  fiery  trial,  Rex.  W^e  could  never  be 
one ;  it  would  not  be  a  true  union,  with  such 
different  faith  and  creeds." 

"Who  talks  of  such  dead  things  as  faith  and 
creed?"  he  cried,  impatiently,  all  the  icy  calm 
of  his  manner  melting  before  his  fervid  love. 
"Our  hearts  are  one.  We  love  each  other; 
that  is  enough." 

"But  my  faith  or  creed  is  not  a  dead  thing 
to  me,"  said  Dora,  "  but  a  most  living  reality. 
I  fear  to  trust  myself  with  one  who  mocks  at 
any  law  of  God  or  any  right  of  man." 


He  did  not  speak  for  a  moment.  The  sun 
broke  through  the  jjcarly  wall  of  cloud  into  rifis 
of  gold  ;  the  veil  of  mist,  torn  into  shreds,  drift- 
ed away  over  the  illimitable  shoreless  sea.  The 
golden  arrows  of  light  pierced  through  the  wreath- 
ing vapors  and  illumined  Dora's  face. 

Reginald  discerned  something  there  which 
made  him  cry  out,  suddenly,  "Yet  you  love 
me." 

"  Next  to  God  and  the  right,"  answered  Dora 
as  solemnly  as  she  had  ever  uttered  a  prayer. 
Surely  so  might  the  martyr  feel  at  the  stake 
when  he  saw  the  fair  earth  vanishing  behind 
the  devouring  flame,  and  felt  the  sweetness  of 
earth's  hopes  and  loves  die  in  his  heart. 

"And  I  can  not  control  my  belief." 

"No,"'  she  whis})ered,  softl}',  with  a  white 
despair  chasing  the  flush  of  youth  from  her  face. 

"So  there  is  no  hope?" 

"  With  God  all  things  are  possible." 

"With  your  God,  perhaps,"  he  said.  "There 
is  a  fresh  wind  springing  up — it  will  chill  you. 
Good-by,  Dora.  I  wish  the  old  house  had  burn- 
ed to  the  ground  last  night  with  its  master  in 
it." 

So  he  left  her.  Dora  watched  him  go  with 
quiet  eyes,  from  which  all  hope  and  expectation 
had  died.  What  need  of  passionate  entreaty 
or  heart-warm  counsel  now  ?  God  alone  can 
give  the  believing  heart.  Far  above  the  starry 
spheres.  He  looked  down  with  infinite  compas- 
sion, caring  ever  for  His  own.  And  she  could 
still  pray. 

She  took  that  thought  back  to  her  work-day 
life  for  comfort.  She  kept  it  still,  when,  more 
than  two  years  after,  she  stood  in  the  same  place 
looking  over  the  desolate  land,  clean  swept  by 
the  besom  of  destruction.  It  was  March  ;  but 
the  spring  seemed  to  have  lost  a  little  of  its  old- 
en glory — some  shadow  of  ruin  darkened  it.  The 
fences  were  partly  destroyed,  for  the  brave  boys 
had  needed  fires  in  the  raw  spring  days.  Some 
of  the  old  trees  had  disai)peared  also;  but  that 
gave  a  clearer  outlook  to  the  road  which  Dora 
was  eagerly  watching.  Yes,  the  spring  had 
come ;  the  trees  were  draped  in  tender  green ; 
skies  flushed  and  paled^  flowers  burgeoned  and 
bloomed ;  nature  in  her  mystic  and  unseen  lab- 
oratories worked  on  as  though  there  was  no  war 
to  stain  her  fresh  green-sward  with  brother's 
blood,  to  drown  the  voice  of  suiging  birds  with 
booming  cannon,  to  load  the  sweet-scented  air 
with  noisome  vapors. 

Mr.  Thorpe  had  not  fared  well  since  the  war. 
He  came  out  now  witli  a  thin  and  care-worn 
face.  He  had  tried  to  be  neutral,  but  found 
sitting  on  the  fence  a  most  uncomfortable  posi- 
tion. He  had  lost  half  his  crop  the  last  fall. 
The  rebels  had  cami)ed  in  one  of  his  fields  and 
used  uj)  his  corn,  helped  themselves  to  his  chick- 
ens and  "  fixius"  till  he  was  in  a  dcsiierate  con- 
dition. Being  a  Yankee  he  could  not  remon- 
strate. He  was  in  hourly  expectation  now  that 
a  corps  of  Union  soldiers  woidd  swoop  down  on 
him  like  birds  of  prey,  and  take  all  the  rest. 

"  More  I'odder  gone  this  mornin',  Dode,"  he 
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said,  mournfully;  "reckon  old  Bess  '11  starve. 
Ashby's  cavalry's  scootin'  reound,  and  their 
bosses  do  eat  like  all  creation.  Seems  to  me 
them  critters  in  the  army  never  do  nothin'  but 
eat;  guess  they  git  thin  carryin'  it." 

"I  wish  we  were  far  enough  from  here,"  said 
Dora,  anxiously.  ' '  Father,  can't  you  get  away  ? 
You  know  you  are  for  the  Union  in  heart,  and 
it's  terrible  to  be  living  a  lie." 

"Waal,  I  dun  know  if  I  be  altogether  for  the 
Union.  I  couldn't  go  it  blind,  ye  see,"  said  Mr. 
Thorpe,  who  never  forgot  policy  even  in  the  bo- 
som of  his  fomily.  "Remember  what  that  fel- 
ler's name  was  in  the  history  ye  was  readin'  the 
other  night  ?  I  belong  to  his  party,  I  reckon — 
the  Trimmers." 

"Oh!  Lord  Halifax,"  said  Dora,  smiling 
faintly. 

"  Yes,  ye  see,  soon  as  he  got  on  the  Whig 
side  he  saw  all  the  faults  of  that  air  party  so 
plain  he  began  to  feel  a  leanin'  to  the  Tories, 
and  wicy  wercy.  That's  the  case  with  me.  I 
know  there's  faults  on  both  sides,  and  I  keep  out 
of  extremes. " 

At  this  moment  Dora  discerned  Clem  draw- 
ing near  the  house.  She  met  him  at  the  gate 
with  the  eager  question, 

"What  news?" 

Clem's  face  has  cleared  a  little  since  we  saw 
him  in  jail.  The  vai)id  sullen  look  has  passed 
away.  'Some  vague  hope  connected  with  "Lin- 
kun's  army"  quickens  the  sluggish  tide  in  his 
veins ;  a  sweet,  subtle  breath  of  life  kindles 
there,  of  which  he  never  speaks  ;  he  hides  it 
away  jealously  in  some  secret  corner  of  his  great 
lumbering  carcass,  and  is  "all  things  to  all 
men"  in  a  sense  unimagined  by  the  Apostle  Paul. 
He  has  been  gently  taught,  however,  and  thinks 
he  has  found  his  religion  again,  though  the  clause 
"Love  your  enemies"  has  never  been  tried. 

"I  saw  him,  Miss  Dode,"  he  answered,  in  a 
low  tone,  as  if  there  was  one  him  in  the  universe. 
"  He  was  riden  long  o'  Marse  Ash  by,  an'  they 
say  he's  Captin.  Mighty  peert  he  looked  too." 
But  even  as  Clem  spoke  some  of  the  old  hate  crept 
back,  and  gave  a  deeper  shadow  to  his  dark  face. 

Dora  did  not  notice  that.  "Ls  it  true,"  she 
asked,  eagerly,  "that  the  reb — that — we  are  re- 
treating— I  heard  so  yesterday ;  that  we  had 
evacuated  Manassas,  burned  the  huts  where  the 
troops  wintered,  and  left  only  an  empty  camp 
for  the  enemy?" 

Clem's  eyes  brightened.  "  Sure  enough,"  he 
said,  "I  did  yere  dat.  But  some  o' dem  fellers 
at  de  Warren  Green  says  deys  fightin  now  like 
blazes  near  Winchester.  Ashby's  troops  gone 
like  mad  to  see  'bout  it,  and  put  deyre  hoofs  in 
de  pie." 

Dora  paled  a  little.  Would  she  never  cease 
to  be  haunted  by  the  ghosts  of  a  buried  past? 
Yet  would  she  drink  the  water  of  Lethe  if  one 
held  the  magic  draught  to  her  lips?  Ah,  no! 
Better  poignant  pain  than  forgetfulness — better 
the  peace  that  comes  through  suffering — 

"Better  to  havo  loved  and  lost 
Than  never  to  have  loved  at  alL" 


Clem  looked  at  her  with  a  discerning  eye.  He 
remembered  the  time  when  the  servants  at  Stone- 
henge  confidently  expected  pretty  Miss  Dode  to 
be  their  mistress.  Even  his  dull  eye  could  read 
some  tragedy  of  pain  and  pathos  in  that  fair  face, 
although  immortal  peace  had  crowned  it  with  a 
halo.  Half  answering  the  wistful  yearning  of 
that  look,  he  said, 

"It's  a  right  smart  chance  to  see  a  battle. 
Miss  Dode." 

"  Would  you  like  to  go,  Clem  ?" 

"Nebber  seen  no  fightin'  ob  dat  kind — none 
ob  de  eddicated  science  fightin',  but  specs  I'd 
enjoy  lookin'  on  a  heap ;  couldn't  do  nuffin  hit 
look  on,"  with  a  bitter  glance  at  his  maimed 
hand,  and  a  thought  of  rumors  he  had  heard  of 
negro  regiments  at  the  North. 

"But  you  might  do  some  good,"  said  Dora, 
eagerly;  "even  a  cup  of  cold  water  at  such  a 
time.  And,  Clem,  if  you  should  have  ^  chance 
to  serve  any  one  I  know" — with  a  trembling 
pause — "you  will  do  it  for  my  sake." 

Clem  hesitated.  How  well  he  knew  the 
unbreathed  name  hidden  under  those  general 
words !  At  last  he  answered,  letting  the  words 
drop  slowly  and  without  any  enthusiasm,  "Yes, 
Miss  Dode,  for  your  sake  I  done  gib  ole  Sam 
hisself  dat  air  glass  ob  water  to  cool  his  tongue." 

"  Oh,  I  shall  not  ask  you  to  serve  him,"  said 
Dora,  smiling;  "I  don't  count  him  among  my 
friends.  Just  wait  till  I  borrow  old  Bess  for 
you  ;"  and  she  walked  slowly  into  the  house,  re- 
volving what  argument  she  could  use  persuasive 
enough  to  win  her  father.  She  found  little  dif- 
ficulty though.  The  fact  that  he  had  sent  his 
negro  over  to  help  would  count  well  with  the 
rebels ;  and  even  if  the  Yankees  won,  it  might 
be  turned  the  other  way  with  the  same  facility 
with  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  turning  his 
political  coat.  Were  there  not  two  sides  to  ev- 
ery question  ? 

So  Clem  rode  away,  and  Dora  watched  him 
for  a  while  with  a  shuddering  thought  of  that 
battle-field  "  where  the  ranks  were  rolled  in  va- 
por and  the  winds  were  laid  with  sound."  Was 
God  met  in  judgment  upon  His  people  ?  Was 
He  making  the  passions  and  even  the  sins  of  men 
to  serve  Him  ? 

Clem  had  some  such  thought  as  he  rode  away 
— a  lower,  brutish  thought,  but  the  same  in  kind. 
We  have  never  yet  coined  a  lower  vocabulary  to 
interpret  a  slave's  feelings.  He  felt  as  if  he 
were  just  wakening  from  the  torpor  of  a  long 
sleep ;  the  soft  south  wind  seemed  to  sting  his 
nerves  to  life  ;  his  sluggish  blood  heated  strange- 
ly; the  old  hunger  for  life  and  freedom  came 
back  to  him.  Why,  here  was  his  chance.  The 
two  camps  were  near  together.  What  could 
hinder  him  from  going  over  to  the  Yankees? 
"  The  day  of  the  Lord  was  at  hand,"  they  said ; 
but  could  he  wait  for  it?  It  might  come  when 
he  was  dead.  Better  go  out  to  meet  it.  A 
steady  glow  burned  in  his  gloomy  eyes  as  he 
looked  toward  the  North,  where  the  sky  shone 
blandly  blue  through  fleecy  golden  -  bordered 
clouds.     All  his  dreams  of  Eden  lay  beyond 
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those  gates  of  pearl.  Not  poetic  dreams,  only 
a  few  homely  thoughts  of  a  little  home  and 
Clara — a  free  place  to  work  in.  You  would  de- 
spise such  visions ;  but  they  shone  like  watch- 
fires  for  Clem  through  all  the  surging  tide  of 
memories.  He  did  not  forget  Miss  Dode  and 
her  kindness.  He  thought  of  her  with  a  re- 
gretful tenderness,  though  he  knew  nothing  of 
a  paper  safely  laid  away  in  her  little  desk,  to  be 
signed  wiien  she  was  of  age.  He  was  grateful, 
and  he  would  prove  it,  he  thought.  He  would 
serve  her  as  he  had  promised,  and  then  he  would 
be  free  to  take  his  own  course.  Even  old  Bess 
should  be  safely  sent  back  to  his  master — and 
he  patted  the  beast's  neck  tenderly,  as  if  taking 
leave  of  an  old  friend,  and  gave  her  a  drink  for 
a  parting  libation  at  the  next  creek.  So  Clem 
did  not  stop  at  night,  but  pressed  on.  He  had 
some  dry  pieces  of  bread  and  cheese  about  him, 
but  in  the  fierce  hunger  for  freedom  that  gnawed 
within  him  he  hardly  cared  to  eat.  Once  he 
made  a  prayer.  Surely  God  sat  still  upon  the 
great  white  throne,  and  was  mighty  to  save  him. 
Once  he  droned  dully  an  old  hymn  that  told  of 
content  under  suffering.  Could  he  ever  be  con- 
tent to  go  back,  even  if  it  was  God's  will  ?  Strug- 
gling with  this  knotty  question  he  reached  the 
Federal  camp — faint,  eager,  hopeful  now  to  solve 
the  sorrowful  problem  of  his  life. 

A  raw  Ohio  boatman  stopped  chewing  his  to- 
bacco for  a  moment,  and  ceased  his  sentinel 
march  to  give  him  a  grunt  of  welcome.  Con- 
traband arrivals  were  getting  rather  frequent, 
and  should  be  discouraged,  he  thought.  Yet 
he  saw  the  poor  fellow  needed  his  breakfast,  and 
he  told  where  he  could  get  something  to  eat. 
The  camp  was  nearly  deserted :  only  a  few  to 
stand  guard,  while  the  main  body  advanced  to 
the  attack. 

Clem  was  too  restless  to  stand  about  idle.  He 
strayed  ofi"  into  the  woods,  where  a  couple  of  bri- 
gades had  gone  in  hopes  of  turning  the  enemy's 
flank.  The  fight  was  hot  and  fierce,  he  heard. 
Then  this  was  the  time  to  keep  his  promise  to 
Miss  Dode.  How  she  would  be  watching  for 
him  for  the  next  week !  How  eager  to  hear 
all !  Then  he  would  try  and  do  something  of 
which  she  might  hear  with  joy. 

When  he  reached  the  scene  of  conflict,  how- 
ever, the  sharp  morning  air  had  cooled  his  en- 
thusiasm ;  perhaps  also  the  roar  of  cannon  and 
the  brave  fellows  biting  the  dust  appalled  him  ; 
he  stole  stealthily  along,  keeping  at  a  reverent 
distance.  Fierce  thunderous  vapor  rolled  over 
friend  and  foe,  only  lit  by  the  cannons'  belching 
fire.  He  could  not  help  thinking  of  the  last  day, 
with  a  half  fearful  prayer. 

Some  one  helped  a  Avounded  officer  out  of  the 
ranks,  and  catching  a  glimpse  of  the  dark  shad- 
ow stealing  near  called  out, 

"  Here,  Ebony,  get  some  water  somewhere, 
the  Captain's  fainting,"  tossing  him  at  the  same 
time  a  drinking  cup. 

Clem  took  it  mechanically.  *  How  odd  that 
his  first  service  should  be  a  cup  of  cold  water  for 
a  sufferer ! — for  one  that  it  was  harder  for  him  to 


serve  than  old  Sam  himself,  he  thought,  for  he 
could  not  be  mistaken  in  that  face,  ghastly  and 
cold  as  it  looked.  Could  he  ever  forget  or  mis- 
take his  young  master,  Reginald  Fairfax?  But 
what  need  for  him  to  trouble  himself?  Let  him 
die  ;  it  would  be  one  less  for  the  brave  Yankees, 
his  new  friends,  to  fight — one  less  of  the  tyrants 
to  trample  down  his  race.  Had  there  not  been 
moments  when,  stung  to  madness,  he  could  have 
taken  the  knife?  Oh!  but  Christ  had  said,  "  If 
thine  enemy  thirst,  give  him  drink."  He  was  a 
heathen  in  those  old  fierce  struggles,  let  him 
show  himself  a  Christian  now.  So  he  pressed 
forward,  part  of  his  way  exposed  a  little  to  the 
Yankee  fire. 

Reginald  Fairfax  had  not  fainted.  He  partly 
raised  himself  as  Clem  staggered  to  his  side, 
spilling  all  the  precious  draught  he  had  periled 
life  to  obtain.     He  turned  in  wonder. 

"Why,  Clem,  old  boy,  are  you  wounded?" 

"Beliebes  I  is,  Massa,"  he  said,  faintly,  some 
fatal  numbness  beginning  to  steal  over  his  face. 

"And  you  were  getting  me  that  water,  poor 
fellow?" 

"Sorry  it's  done  spill,"  he  faltered.  "I  did 
it  for  de  good  Lord.  Ye'Il  forgive  me  dat  fire 
biziness,  Marse  Rex,  and  de  rest." 

"Oh,  Clem,  you  must  forgive  me — I  did  not 
know  how  you  suffered!"  exclaimed  Reginald, 
in  real  princely  humility.  "You  have  risked 
your  life  for  me.  I  will  buy  you  back,  and  make 
you  free." 

"Ah,  I'se  bought  by  annodder  Marster ;  ye  re- 
member, Marse  Rex,  'ye're  bought  wid  a  price.' 
He's  gwine  to  take  me  home  now,  I  reckon,  and 
He'll  make  me  free.  My  hebenly  Marster  knows 
I'se  tried  right  hard  to  serve  Him." 

Reginald  Fairfax  listened  in  wonder.  Faint 
and  wounded  himself — so  near,  perhaps,  to  that 
perilous  plunge  into  dark  and  infinite  space, 
could  he  await  the  chill  and  deathly  angel  as 
calmly  ?  The  icy  fetters  of  his  cold  skepticism 
melted  away  before  this  slave's  childlike  trust. 
By  the  side  of  a  dying  negro  he  learned  the  se- 
cret of  faith.  Could  he  so  walk  the  untraveled 
glooms  and  avenues  of  death  ?  Ah  !  there  was 
no  hand  to  guide  him,  no  voice  to  break  the 
deathly  silence,  with  the  silver  sweet  accents, 
"  It  is  I,  be  not  afraid."  He  could  not  help  say- 
ing, 

"  But,  Clem,  it's  all  so  dark ;  can  you  under- 
stand?" 

"Don't  know  nuffin,  Marse  Rex,  but  reckon 
de  good  Lord  knows  every  ting,  an'  I  jes'  feels 
His  ban  in  de  dark  leading  me  on."  It  was 
dark  indeed ;  the  darkness  that  no  earthly  sun 
can  illumine,  no  earthly  dawn  dispel.  Death 
set  his  seal  upon  the  rigid  brow ;  the  slave's 
bonds  were  broken  forever ;  he  was  free.  Then 
Reginald  Fairfax  fainted. 

Among  the  June  roses,  with  their  hearts  of  fire 
and  fragrance,  walked  two  lovers :  the  young 
man  pale  and  wan  as  one  who  had  come  up  out 
of  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  the  girl  ra- 
diant and  blushing  like  the  flowers.     But  Rcgi- 
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nald  Fairfax  had  brought  some  treasures  from 
those  shores  of  gloom  ;  not  in  vain  had  the  chil- 
ly waters  touched  his  feet. 

"Yes,  he  died  for  me,  poor  Clem  !"  he  said, 
softly.  "  I  could  never  doubt  again  that  negroes 
have  souls,  after  seeing  him  wait  for  death  with 
all  the  heroism  of  any  white  hero." 

"  Say  rather  with  the  peaceful  resignation  of 
any  Christian  child,"  said  Dora. 

"Since  I've  been  out  of  the  heat  and  fury  of 
the  war,"  said  Reginald,  thoughtfully,  "perhaps 
since  I  have  been  trying  feebly  to  serve  poor 
Clem's  heavenly  Master,  I  see  things  in  a  new 
light.  If  we  could  only  change  our  social  rela- 
tions, or  untangle  this  great  political  snarl,  I 
feel  as  if  I  must  turn  mad  reformer,  and  shake 
down  the  structures  built  on  the  old  social  ties. 
What  can  one  do?" 

"  Nothing !  We  must  wait  God's  time,"  said 
Dora,  calmly.  "  '  They  also  serve  who  only  stand 
and  wait.'  Some  better  day  will  dawn  for  us  all. 
We  can  catch  its  light  behind  the  very  thunder- 
clouds of  war  ;  perhaps  because  those  very  clouds 
shall  clear  our  social  atmosphere." 

"I  can  wait,"  said  Reginald,  "  since  we  may 
wait  together." 


PRESENTATION  WEEK  AT 
YALE. 

THE  summer  term  in  Yale  College  has  two 
high  festivals  which  are  worthy  of  special 
mention.  One  of  these,  Commencement  Week, 
has  already  been  described  in  a  recent  volume 
of  this  Magazine;  the  other.  Presentation  Week, 
is  the  task  which  1  assign  to  myself  now.  It  is 
a  literary  festival  of  less  dignity  and  importance 
than  Commencement,  but  one  in  which  un- 
dergraduates more  heartily  engage,  and  which 
shows  to  a  stranger  much  of  the  inner  life  of  an 
American  university.  Its  leading  feature  is 
Class-Day ;  but  around  this  are  grouped  many 
associations  peculiar  to  each  class  ;  and  the  sev- 
eral classes  at  this  time  are  as  jubilant  as  ever 
are  the  alumni  at  Commencement.  But  all 
these  in  their  order. 

We  must  go  back  a  little  to  catch  the  breath 
of  college  life.  During  the  hot  days  of  May  and 
June,  wliile  Nature  has  put  on  her  most  charm- 
ing dress,  and  the  streets  and  suburbs  of  New 
Haven  have  invited  to  cool  and  shady  retreats, 
the  Senior  class  have  been  steadily  cramming 
for  the  final  biennial  examination,  going  on 
stated  days  to  Alumni  Hall,  where  a  small  round 
table,  with  pen,  paper,  ink,  and  chair,  was  pro- 
vided for  each  one,  and  where,  under  strict  tu- 
toritd  eyes,  they  were  required,  in  a  given  time, 
to  write  out  answers  to  certain  questions  on  some 
one  department  of  the  studies  for  the  last  two 
years.  These  examinations  are  intentionally 
severe.  There  are  few  who  can  answer  all  the 
questions  on  each  paper.  There  are  always  one 
or  two  who,  having  slipped  along  easily  so  far, 
are  suddenly  brought  to  their  senses  by  the  pros- 
pect of  not  being  allowed  to  graduate  with  their 
class.     With  the  promised  diploma  of  a  B.A. 


almost  within  their  grasp,  the  honors  are  beyond 
their  reach,  and  alma  mater  is  forced  to  leave 
them  "  unhonored  and  unsung."  Sometimes  a 
class  will  intercede  for  some  boon  companion ; 
sometimes  the  Faculty  have  compassion  on  de- 
fective scholarship  ;  but  hardly  a  class  is  gradu- 
ated without  losing  one  or  more  members  at  tliis 
final  test.  I  shall  never  forget  the  look  of  blank 
despair  on  the  face  of  the  Falstaff  of  my  own 
class  when  it  was  whispered  around  that  he  had 
been  plucked.  Nothing  could  save  him.  He 
went  away  in  disgrace  to  join  his  fortunes  with 
the  Confederates,  and  long  ere  this  may  be  sleep- 
ing in  a  soldier's  grave. 

On  the  last  session  of  the  biennial  the  Presi- 
dent is  seen  walking  nervously  up  to  one  of  the 
tutorial  thrones.  He  has  come  in  to  announce 
the  successful  competitors  for  the  Townsend 
prize  essays.  These  had  been  given  out  at  the 
close  of  the  last  term  to  the  whole  Senior  class. 
They  are  among  the  highest  honors  of  the  Uni- 
versity. How  eagerly  are  a  hundred  faces  turn- 
ed to  the  President  as  he  reads,  with  a  clear, 
rapid  voice,  the  six  names.  Pen  in  hand,  there 
are  certain  hearts  which  beat  tumultuously ; 
there  are  faces  pale  from  fear  or  sudden  disap- 
pointment; there  are  six  pair  of  eyes  unspeak- 
ably bright  with  joy.  Again  the  heavy  task- 
work is  resumed ;  beads  of  sweat  stand  upon 
many  brows ;  nothing  is  heard  save  the  scratch 
of  a  pen,  the  slow  changing  of  feet,  the  frequent 
passing  on  tip-toe  to  the  water-jug.  And  so  the 
work  goes  on,  each  day  like  the  first,  till  the  bi- 
ennial days  are  everlastingly  over.  Yet,  if  one 
might  be  allowed  to  examine  carefully  the  dress 
of  certain  Seniors,  he  would  find  curious  devices 
for  making  biennials  easy.  Upon  the  wrist- 
bands and  shirt-bosoms,  in  the  watch-cases  and 
pockets,  and  even  on  the  finger-nails,  he  would 
discover  mathematical  solutions,  obscure  dates 
and  names,  brief  notes  of  metaphysics  and  polit- 
ical economy.  The  masterly  efforts  to  use  these 
materials  and  yet  preserve  the  air  of  innocent 
thoughtfulness  are  held  to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra 
of  skill  by  undergraduates. 

All  this  biennial  work  ends  the  week  before 
Presentation,  and  Presentation  is  always  just 
six  weeks  before  Commencement.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  each  Senior  shall  creditably  pass  this 
examination  before  he  can  be  presented  to  the 
President  for  the  degree  of  B.A.  The  class  then 
rest  from  their  labors  till  the  following  Wednes- 
day. On  that  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  they  all 
meet  at  the  President's  Lecture -room,  from 
whence  they  soon  go  in  procession,  headed  by  a 
Professor  or  the  Senior  Tutor,  to  the  College 
Chapel,  where  the  President  is  waiting  to  receive 
them.  Taking  their  old  seats  for  the  last  time, 
the  Professor  proceeds  to  sUite  to  the  highest 
member  of  the  Faculty  that  these  men — reading 
their  names  in  order — have  been  found  worthy 
to  receive  the  diploma,  or  academical  sheep- 
skin. The  address  is  usually  in  Latin.  To  this 
the  President  replies  in  an  elegant  Latin  speech, 
congratulating  the  class  upon  having  earned  so 
high  a  dignity,  and  expressing  his  best  wishes 
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for  their  future.  The  old  chapel  is  crowded 
with  admiring  friends,  to  hear  the  class  poem 
and  oration.  This  is  the  choice  part  of  Present- 
ation. The  best  poet  in  the  class  has  long  ago 
been  selected  to  prepare  a  poem  suitable  for  the 
occasion ;  and  the  man  of  commanding  intel- 
lect who  was  most  popular  with  his  class-mates 
was  chosen  to  deliver  the  oration.  Both  are 
now  to  be  pronounced.  In  front  of  the  pulpit 
a  platform  has  been  raised,  and  upon  this  di- 
rectly you  see  a  young  man  advancing,  who 
wears  upon  his  brow  both  the  dignity  and  laurels 
of  the  class  poet.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  is  al- 
ways a  poet  in  propria  nomine.  A  college  poet 
is  not,  therefore,  the  people's  poet ;  but  the  title 
simply  signifies  one  wiio  can  compose  agreeable 
verses.  He  bows  gracefully  to  the  President, 
then  to  his  class,  and  then  begins  the  recitation 
of  his  poem.  It  is  written  in  a  variety  of  meas- 
ures— now  grave,  now  gay — passing  easily  from 
blank  to  lyric  verse.  Sometimes  the  poet  takes 
a  theme.  One  of  the  happiest  poems  ever  de- 
livered was  on  the  Katydids  which  make  the 
college  elms  vocal  in  autumn ;  but  usually  he 
wanders  at  his  own  sweet  will  among  the  topics 
suggested  by  the  hour.  And  so  of  the  orator. 
His  subject  finds  him.  The  last  day  of  a  college 
course  suggests  many  thoughts.  It  is  the  com- 
pleting of  a  term  of  life.  Hence  the  duties  and 
responsibilities,  the  hopes  and  joys  of  the  schol- 
ar, make  up  his  theme  ;  and  when  the  class  is 
fortunate  enough  to  secure  their  representative 
man  the  oration  is  one  of  rare  interest.  The 
farewell  addresses  to  the  Faculty  and  the  Class, 
shorn  of  their  Commencement  dignity,  are  al- 
ways touching.  None  appreciate  these  tributes 
better  than  the  Faculty  themselves ;  and,  to 
their  honor  be  it  said,  they  are  given  spontane- 
ously and  deservedly. 

The  oration  over,  the  long,  bent  figure, 
crowned  with  a  noble  brow,  slowly  rises  from 
behind  the  pulpit,  and  an  excited  whisper  passes 
through  the  galleries.  Certain  names  are  to  be 
read,  and  the  mere  mention  of  those  names  in 
this  place,  and  from  those  lips,  is  to  confer  great 
honor  upon  the  undergraduate.  Whose  name 
shall  be  called?  Many  hearts,  whose  hidden 
passion  now  hangs  upon  the  merest  utterance 
of  a  name,  are  beating  rapidly ;  many  ears  are 
wide  open  ;  many  a  student  is  ready  to  hide  his 
head  in  disappointment,  or  lift  it  up  with  the 
modest  assurance  of  fame.  The  names  are  to 
be  read  of  those  in  the  Sophomore  class  who 
have  won  prizes  in  English  composition  ;  those 
in  the  Freshman  class  who  have  gained  mathe- 
matical prizes;  those  in  the  Junior  class  who 
have  won  the  prize  poem  (it  is  sometimes  a  di- 
vided honor) ;  and  the  several  successful  aspir- 
ants for  the  Woolsey,  Berkeley,  Bristed,  and 
Hurlbut  Scholarships.  The  bare  reading  of 
these  names  is  to  have  a  decisive  influence, 
"for  better  for  worse,"  upon  half  the  under- 
graduates. The  dead  silence  during  the  read- 
ing, the  anxious  faces,  the  suspended  breath, 
show  the  intense  agitation.  It  is  a  real  relief 
Vhen  the  College  Glee  Club  sing  the  parting 


Ode,  written  by  a  member  of  the  graduating 
class,  always  to  the  tune  of  "  Auld  lang  syne," 
and  the  pent-up  disappointments  and  rejoicings 
find  unembarrassed  expression.  And  so,  too, 
do  the  feelings  of  the  class  in  whose  honor  the 
day  is  celebrated  find  utterance  through  their 
song. 

But  we  pass  now  to  the  less  intellectual,  but 
perhaps  more  enjoyable  features  of  Class-Day. 
And,  first,  we  go  with  the  Faculty  to  the  Pres- 
entation dinner.  It  is  served  in  Alumni  Hall. 
At  one  o'clock  the  Corporation  of  the  Universi- 
ty, inviting  the  class  and  the  graduates  who  may 
be  present  to  dine  with  them,  assemble  in  Trum- 
bull Gallery,  and  forming  a  procession,  go,  seni- 
ores  priores,  to  the  Hall.  At  the  door  the  dig- 
nitaries pass  with  uncovered  heads  through  lines 
of  Seniors,  with  heads  likewise  uncovered,  and 
all  entering  and  seating  themselves  at  the  tables 
where  so  recently  the  Senior  class  have  labored, 
the  somewhat  peculiar  dinner  is  formally  begun. 
Grace  is  said  ;  then  come  a  few  words  of  hearty 
welcome  from  the  President  to  the  graduating 
class,  that  they  may  forget  effectually  any  un- 
pleasant memories  of  hard  work  connected  with 
the  Hall ;  and  then  all  press  up  to  the  long  ta- 
bles in  the  centre,  where  cold  meats  and  bread 
and  salad  are  in  abundance,  and  where  each  one 
is  expected  to  help  himself.  The  only  beverage 
is  lemonade,  but  this  is  always  cool  and  good. 
This  is  the  first  course,  speedily  eaten,  and,  with 
abundance  of  good-fellowship,,  heartily  enjoyed. 
No  place  excels  New  Haven  in  the  delicious 
strawberries  which,  forty  years  ago,  good  Dr. 
Dwight  introduced ;  and  these,  with  what  other 
delicacies  of  the  season  can  be  procured,  form 
the  second  course.  But  it  is  not  the  dinner 
which  alma  mater  provides  so  much  as  the 
genial  and  informal  acquaintance  which  here 
begins  between  professors  and  students,  and 
which  is  always  a  chief  attraction  to  the  return- 
ing graduate,  that  makes  the  special  charm  of 
these  Presentation  dinners.  That  reverential 
fear  which  till  now  imposed  silence  and  awe  in 
the  presence  of  a  college  professor  here  passes 
away  forever.  The  Senior  is  to-day  a  free  man. 
He  has  a  new  spirit.  He  looks  out  for  the  first 
time  to  the  life  beyond  the  University.  Hence- 
forth he  is  excused  from  attendance  at  prayers, 
and  from  all  college  duties.  He  can  read  at 
his  leisure ;  he  can  pack  up  and  go  away  alto- 
gether; he  can  leisurely  write  his  Commence- 
ment oration,  to  be  delivered  just  six  weeks 
from  to-day;  he  can  explore  the  environs  of 
the  city,  and  lose  himself  in  deliglitful  solitudes; 
and  he  has  that  authority  and  dignity  within 
college  walls  which  success  always  gives  in  the 
eyes  of  those  who  are  only  aspirants.  It  is  the 
season  of  rest  and  calm  outlook  which  alma 
mater  furnishes  to  her  dutiful  children  before 
they  are  beyond  her  nursing  care. 

But  I  am  getting  beyond  my  story.  This 
dinner  does  not  conclude  the  exercises  of  the 
day.  The  Faculty  have  done  their  part,  pre- 
senting the  class  for  honors  and  making  them 
their  guests  at  dinner  ;  now  the  class  are  to  have 
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their  own  farewell  exercises.  These  take  place 
always  on  the  college  green  in  front  of  old  South 
Middle,  and  beneath  the  shade  of  the  venerable 
elms.  At  three  o'clock  the  class  gather  and 
form  themselves  into  a  circle  npon  the  lawn; 
within  are  a  plentiful  supply  of  long  clay  pipes 
and  mild  smoking  tobacco,  a  barrel  of  lemonade, 
a  brass  band,  and  one  or  two  deal  tables ;  with- 
out are  under-class-men,  graduates,  young  ladies, 
soldiers,  and  curious  members  of  the  Legislature. 
Seats  are  provided  as  far  as  possible  for  those 
outside,  while  the  class  either  recline  upon  the 
grass  or  sit  upon  the  pine  benches  Avhich  form 
the  outer  rim  of  the  circle.  Away  yonder  the 
college  buildings  present  a  gay  appearance; 
ladies,  for  the  nonce,  have  taken  possession  of 
the  windows,  and  bright  colors  and  beaming 
eyes  are  seen  where,  in  sober  college  days,  might 
be  noticed,  a  torn  slipper,  a  variegated  study- 
gown,  an  open  book,  or  a  sleepy  Freshman. 
Now  the  pipes  are  lighted,  the  Presentation 
songs  are  distributed,  the  band  strikes  up,  Gau- 
deainus  rings  out  beneath  the  elms — the  exer- 
cises of  the  afternoon  have  begun  in  earnest. 
Stray  beams  of  hot  June  sunshine  slip  through 
the  foliage  and  brighten  the  group  below. 

Joy  and  mirth  and  melody  rule  the  hour.  The 
classes  are  separated  early  in  the  course  into 
four  divisions,  for  each  of  which  the  class  ap- 
points a  historian,  whose  business  it  is  to  col- 
lect all  the  scraps  he  can  in  regard  to  the  doings 
of  those  who  are  prematurely  graduated ;  and 
these  histories  are  now  read,  and  to  the  class, 
crammed  as  they  are  with  college  and  personal 
jokes,  they  are  the  joUiest  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment. Gaudeamus  finished,  the  class  historian 
of  the  first  division  mounts  a  small  rostrum  and 
begins  his  record,  but  not  in  peace.  His  story 
is  too  mirthful  to  restrain  involuntary  bursts  of 
laughter,  and  every  sharp  hit  at  some  unlucky 
wight  is  met  with  roars  of  applause,  and  every 
hero  of  a  short  cut  through  the  college  is  cheered 
when  his  story  is  told.  ''  Hip  !  hip  !"  says  the 
historian,  and  three-times-three  give  the  class  in 
response.  How  eagerly  do  the  crowd  outside 
listen  for  the  telling  points,  and  smile  approv- 
ingly at  what  they  can  not  understand !  And 
how  much  do  the  class  enjoy  their  good  jokes ! 
These  histories  are  the  marrow  of  college  wit 
and  fun.  The  first  one  ended,  the  manly  chorus 
of  a  hundred  voices  swells  the  melody  of  a  Pres- 
entation song.  Then  comes  another  history ; 
then  songs  again ;  then  lively  airs  from  the 
band; — ail  carried  on  orderly,  yet  carelessness 
and  joyousness  ruling  the  hour,  the  enthusiasm 
not  lessened  by  frequent  potations  of  lemonade, 
or  the  more  frequent  sallies  of  wit,  or  the  short 
speeches  of  old  college  friends,  or  the  increasing 
hoarseness  of  the  class  ;  but  each  member  be- 
coming more  visibly  affected,  more  prone  to 
mirth  or  tears,  as  the  hours  speed  by.  The 
crowd  gaze  on,  laugh  at  times,  ihen  listen  for 
the  good  things  with  eagerness  sharpened  by 
catching  half  a  joke ;  but  the  class  have  long 
ago  forgotten  the  crowd  ;  they  are  too  absorbed 
in  their  own  deei)ly  interesting  present  to  heed 


aught  else.  The  thought  that  this  very  sun  will 
see  their  college  life  broken,  their  class  ties  sun- 
dered, their  genial  fellowship  forever  after  a 
thing  of  memory,  and  that  never  again  will  they 
all  meet  in  this  world,  sobers  these  youthful 
hearts.  If  a  multitude  to  a  thoughtful  mind  is 
always  a  sad  sights; jiow  much  more  is  a  class  of 
young  men  whose  aims,  whose  joys,  whose  sor- 
rows, whose  lives  have  been  all  one  for  four  years, 
and  whose  ties  of  friendship  and  blendings  of  lives 
are  now  to  meet  the  rude  jostlings  of  far  other 
interests.     It  is  a  sad  hour  ! 

And  now  all  but  the  parting  and  the  Joy 
song  are  sung ;  the  class  stand  in  a  circle ;  the 
hearty  but  solemn  farewell  begins ;  they  have 
each  determined  that  nothing  unmanly  shall  es- 
cape them  here ;  they  will  conquer  tears ;  the 
first  few  hand-shakings  are  cordial,  but  no  tears. 
"  Good-by,  old  fellow!"  "God  bless  you,  my 
dear  Harry!"  are  heard  from  every  side;  and 
there  is  the  silent  pressing  of  the  hand  which 
means  more  tharv  words,  and  the  choked  utter- 
ance which  means  more  still.  Hardly  have 
half  the  good-bys  been  said  when  there  is  not  a 
dry  eye  in  the  circle.  Some  weep  like  children, 
others  are  pale  from  emotion  ;  the  mirth  which 
an  hour  ago  so  completely  ruled  is  all  hushed  ; 
that  eager  crowd  of  ladies  and  students  and 
strangers  is  all  hushed  in  sympathy  too.  It  is 
a  most  solemn  hour  in  these  young  lives ;  and 
Avhen  they  begin  the  parting  song  how  changed 
is  the  tone !  There  are  faltering  lips  and  weep- 
ing eyes,  and  the  notes  are  low  and  broken  ;  and 
the  musicians  themselves  have  moistened  eyes. 
And  at  such  a  moment  it  is  not  imnianly  to 
weep.  It  is  the  same  feeling  which  comes  over 
the  brothers  and  sisters  in  a  family  when  they 
send  out  the  loved  ones  to  distant  shores,  with 
no  hope  of  meeting  again  till  Charon's  boat  shall 
have  carried  them  all  beyond. 

Instinctively  the  crowd  gives  way ;  instinct- 
ively the  band  takes  the  lead ;  instinctively  the 
class  forms  two  by  two ;  and  marching  through 
the  different  halls,  they  cheer  each  building  in 
order,  and  then,  turning  to  the  library  wall,  they 
plant  the  class  ivy  to  keep  their  memory  green 
at  alma  viater,  and  sing  their  Joy  song,  each 
one  in  turn  throwing  his  handful  of  earth  iipon 
the  consecrated  plant.  And  then,  at  the  close 
of  day  and  in  the  long  June  twilight,  they  ser- 
enade the  homes  of  the  President  and  each  Pro- 
fessor, giving  lusty  cheers  to  show  their  good- 
will, and  often  receiving  kind  words  of  sympathy 
in  return.  Yet  even  this  does  not  exhaust  the 
day.  The  President  usually  gives  a  reception 
to  the  class  in  the  evening ;  and  at  nine  o'clock 
you  may  find  assembled  beneath  the  honored 
presidential  roof  as  gay  and  joyous  a  company 
as  often  gathers  beneath  the  classic  elms.  The 
Professors  have  laid  aside  their  dignity,  the 
Seniors  their  reverential  formality,  and  the  cul- 
tured and  cliarming  ladies  of  the  city,  gliding  in 
between  the  hitherto  separated  social  elements, 
infuse  life  and  spirit  into  the  whole  Jlfcty,  while 
the  now-venerable  Dr.  Woolsey  m^ro  in  and 
out  among  them  as  blithe  as  the  youngest.     So 
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pass  away  pleasantly  the  evening  hours,  and  so 
ends  l*rcsent!\tion  Day. 

Changes  come  with  this  day  also  in  the  other 
classes.      To-niorrow   morning   at   prayers  the 
Juniors  will  take  the  Seniors',  the  Sopliomores 
the  Juniors',    the   Freshmen   the   Sophomores' 
s(;ats ;   there  will  be  in  aj);'earance  but  three 
classes  in  college  for  the  next  six  weeks,  and 
tliese  changes  are  usually  marked   by  certain 
demonstrations  in  each  class.    The  Juniors  last 
evening  held   the  Wooden   Spoon  Exhibition ; 
the  Sofjhomores  put  on  their  biennial  caps  ;  and 
the  Freshmen  uspd  to  hold  their  pow-wow  on 
Wednesday  evening,  during  the  hours  of  the 
President's  reception.    The  red  caps  of  the  pres- 
ent year  are  quite  an  improvement  upon  the 
willow  canes  of  former  days ;  they  are  a  step 
toward  the  student  badges  of  the  English  uni- 
versities, and  are  by  all  means  to  be  commended. 
But  the  Freshmen  are  sadly  put  to  shame  now 
by  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  Faculty,  even  to 
the  threat  of  the  expulsion  of  ^seventy  men  from 
the  class,  to  put  down  their  pow-wow.     This  is 
an  institution  of  some  fifteen  years'  antiquity. 
It  is  the  most  characteristic  of  college  gather- 
ings.    The  following  is  a  description  of  the  pow- 
wow in  IS")?.      In  its  main  features  it  is  true  of 
every^year:    "About  nine  o'clock  blasts  from 
sundry  tin  horns  in  the  Freshmen  quarters  re- 
minded the  weary  and  sleepy  that  Presentation 
Day  'wasn't  dead  yet.'     As  it  grew  later  and 
darker.  Freshmen,    covered    as    to   their  faces 
with  burnt-cork,  Freshmen  with  striped  pants. 
Freshmen  with  hooped  skirts.  Freshmen  with 
hoofs  and  tails,  mild  Freshmen  with  coats  turn- 
ed inside  out,  fierce  Freshmen  with  big  beards 
and   bob-tailed   trainer  -  coats.  Freshmen  Avith 
bears'  heads,  and  Freshmen  with  bare  heads 
— in  fine.  Freshmen  Avith  all  sorts  of  conceiv- 
able and  ])racticable  disguises,  each  one  arm- 
ed with  a  banger  as  big  as  he  could  lift  and  a 
tin  horn  as  big  as  he  could  blow,  issued  from 
their  rooms,  and  marching  sternly  across  the 
college-yard,  assembled  at  the  State  House  steps 
for  the  ])urpose    of  celebrating  their  entrance 
upon  Sophomore  year.     After  orating  in  spite 
of  the  noisy  Sophomores,  who  kept  up  a  contin- 
ual shouting  of  'Hear!'      'Hear!'      'Good!' 
'Time  for  you,  Fresh.,  to  be  in  bed!'  and  sun- 
dry other  equally  entertaining  and  witty  re- 
marks, they  sang  a  Greek  song  that  looked  quite 
natural,  and  then  formed  the  procession.     The 
boarding-schools  were  serenaded  as  usual,  only 
one,  liowever,   acknowledging  the  com])liment. 
At  half  past  two  in  the  morning  squads  of  mud- 
dy Freshmen  crossed  the  college  green  and  dis- 
appeared among  the  brick  buildings,   there  to 
dream  for  an  hour  or  two  of  hobgoblins,  Greek 
songs,  mud-j)iuldles,  serenades,  fair  faces,  morn- 
ing flunk,  and  dunning  pow-wow  committees." 
So  mucli  in  memory  of  a  by-gone  festival. 

While  the  Freshmen  have  thus  been  praising 
themselves  and  abusing  Sophomores  and  tutors, 
a  much  ^^Be  mysterious  work,  after  midnight, 
has  been^l^jing  orf  in  the  two  upy)er  classes. 
The  Seniors,   fresh  from  the  President's  kvie, 


have  been  initiating  the  Juniors  into  the  secrets 
of  the  Senior  societies ;  and  since  the  youthful 
spirits  of  undergraduates  have  been  deprived 
of  expression  in  the  pow-wow  and  the  burial  of 
Euclid,  all  these  initiations  have  increased  in 
rigor  and  deviltry.  Yet  as  they  are  secret  I 
shall  not  disclose  them.  The  very  names  of 
these  societies — Spade  and  Grave,  Skull  and 
Bones,  Scroll  and  Key — have  an  air  of  mystery. 
Let  the  secrets  be  found  out  by  the  initiated, 
and  by  these  only.  In  place  of  the  pow-wow 
this  year  the  Freshmen,  at  a  certain  hour  of 
Presentation  Day,  marched  up  and  down  Chap- 
el Street  as  a  body-guard  to  Havnibal^  who,  at- 
tired in  a  scholar's  habit,  a  huge  book  under  his 
arm,  a  pair  of  eye-glasses  over  his  nose,  one  of 
the  new  red  biennial  caps  of  the  Sophomores 
upon  his  head,  and  a  sporting  cane  in  his  hand, 
was  personating  the  high  feeling  of  the  new- 
fledged  Juniors  as  well  as  any  negro  could. 
Thus  college  fun,  denied  expression  in  one  way, 
finds  vent  in  another  ;  and  while  the  keen-eyed 
tutors  are  urging  the  abolition  of  this  or  that 
old  custom,  they  are  only  feeding  the  vices  of 
college  life  with  fresh  flames.  Young  men  at 
the  university  Avill  always  be  youthful,  and  the 
sooner  you  legitimate,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Wooden  Spoon,  their  attempts  at  amusement, 
and  make  them  respectable,  the  more  a'Ou  do 
toward  correcting  the  abuses  and  vices  into 
which  students  arc  so  apt  to  fall. 

This  very  Wooden  Spoon  Exhibition  was  once 
so  frowned  upon  by  the  Faculty  that  its  meet- 
ings Avere  held  in  secret  at  the  Temple,  and  none 
were  admitted  save  those  avIio  could  pass  the 
most  searching  tests  of  identity;  yet  many  a 
time,  even  Avith  these  precautions,  they  Avere 
badly  interfered  Avith  by  the  sudden  presence  of 
a  Professor.  But  finally,  in  1852,  the  Faculty 
concluded  to  let  them  alone  ;  and  since  then  the 
performances,  always  of  course  a  burlesque  upon 
the  Junior  Exiiibition  Avhich  is  held  a  fcAv  Aveeks 
earlier,  have  increased  each  year  in  respectabil- 
ity and  interest,  till  this  year,  on  the  q\q  of 
Presentation,  the  "  Spoon"  Avas  attended  by  nn 
audience  of  over  three  thousand  in  the  ncAv  Mu- 
sic Hall,  and  in  point  of  brilliancy  and  elegance 
is  surpassed  by  no  public  gathering  in  the  Avhole 
University  calendar.  At  first  the  Spoon,  from 
Avhich  the  exhibition  takes  its  name,  Avas  ]>resent- 
ed  to  the  gi'catest  glutton  in  the  class — and  tra- 
dition says  that  a  most  Avortiiy  D.D.,  noAv  resi- 
dent in  the  Elm  City,  Avas  the  first  recipient; 
next  it  Avas  given  to  the  man  who  took  the  low- 
est appointment  at  Junior  Exhibition ;  noAV  it 
is  given  to  a  man  Avho  has  certainly  a  Ioav  ap- 
pointment or  none  at  all,  and  Avho,  in  respect  of 
personal  ])0])ularity  and  good  fellowship,  leads  his 
class.  An  essential  requisite,  too,  in  a  Si)Oon 
man,  in  these  days,  is  a  full  ])urse  and  a  gener- 
ous heart.  So  that,  it  certainly  seems,  as  does 
Junior  Exhibition,  its  representative  man  for 
certain  things.  The  Spoon  itself,  made  of  rose- 
Avood  and  elegantly  car\'ed,  hardly  comes  Avithin 
the  dimensions  of  common  use,  though  it  n)ight 
have  done  very  well  for  the  "  suns  of  Anak,"  or 
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the  giants  of  those  elder  days.  The  leading 
feature  of  the  evening  is  the  presentation  and  re- 
ception of  this  Spoon.  The  cleverest  man  in  the 
class  receives  it,  and  the  next  cleverest  man  pre- 
sents it,  and  their  speeches  are  always  happy 
and  genial.  Another  feature  is  the  excellent 
music  from  one  of  the  best  bands  in  the  country. 
Still  another  is  the  scenic  representations  of  col- 
lege life.  And  still  another  is  the  burlesque 
philosophical  oration  and  the  half  Latin,  half 
Sa'^on  Salutatory,  in  which  the  fair  sex,  espe- 
cially the  boarding  schools  of  the  city,  receive 
flattering  yet  amusing  compliments.  And  still 
another,  and  perhaps  as  pleasant  as  any,  is  the 
singing  of  original  songs  in  honor  of  the  Wood- 
en Spoon  and  of  the  starlit  nights  of  June.  And 
yet  one  more  is  the  sed!  of  upturned,  smiling 
faces  which  on  all  sides  greet  the  eye.  Happy 
is  the  young  lady  who  can  get  an  invitation  to 
this  most  brilliant  and  fashionable  of  exhibitions, 
and  some  come  hundreds  of  miles  for  the  pur- 
pose !  And  happier  yet  is  the  hero  of  the  Wood- 
en Spoon,  holding  in  his  hand  not  the  honors 
of  scholarship,  but  the  one  high  social  honor 
which  the  class  by  one  consent  confers  upon  its 
most  genial  member.  And  the  Wooden  Spoon 
itself— 

"Hail!   with  joyful  songs  we  meet  thee! 
Grace  and  beauty  smiling  greet  thee! 

Peerless  boon ! 
Fadeless  laurel-wreaths  entwine  thee, 
And  a  thousand  hearts  enshrine  thee, 
Wooden  spoon!" 

The  Promenade  Concert,  given  on  Monday 
evening  by  the  band  engaged  for  the  Wooden 
Spoon  and  Presentation,  has  lately  become  a 
signal  feature  of  the  week ;  and  not  less  so  is 
the  serenade  given  by  the  same  band  on  Tues- 
day evening,  after  the  Wooden  Spoon  is  over. 
The  rich  music  floating  through  the  foliage  of 
the  elms  and  into  the  open  windows  of  dream- 
ing students  at  the  solemn  hour  of  one  is  most 
enchanting.  I  know  of  no  words  in  the  lan- 
guage which  so  fully  convey  to  the  memory  the 
impressions  of  such  music  as  these  from  the  pen 
of  Percival.  They  are  an  imitation  of  Goethe's 
Night-Song : 

"Wliat  sound  of  midnight  music 
Comps  stealing  on  my  ear? 
How  sweet,  and  oh !    how  holy, 
The  solemn  strain  I  hear  1 

"How  sweet,  and  oh!    how  holy, 
It  echoes  far  and  near, 
As  if  an  angel  warbled 
The  solemn  strain  I  hear. 

"As  if  an  angel  warbled 

From  out  the  higliest  sphere; 
Sure  mortal  could  not  utter 
The  solemn  strain  I  hear. 

"Sure  mortal  could  not  utter 
A  song  so  soft  and  clear; 
Oh!    might  it  ever  linger, 
The  solemn  strain  I  hear. 

"Oh!    might  it  ever  linger. 
Thus  breathing  in  my  ear. 
That  sound  of  midnight  music, 
The  solemn  strain  I  hear." 


The  remainder  of  the  Aveek  is  hardly  changed 
from  the  ordinary  routine  of  university  life.  The 
Freshmen  and  Juniors  resume  their  studies,  feel- 
ing newly  elated  by  their  advance  in  rank ;  the 
Sophomores  are  busy  preparing  for  their  first 
biennial  paper ;  and  the  Seniors  are  resting  their 
jaded  spirits,  visiting  the  city  with  their  lady 
friends,  or  getting  ready  for  the  final  exercises 
of  Presentation  on  Friday  afternoon.  This  is 
the  speaking  of  the  Townsend  prize  essays  for 
the  De  Forest  gold  medal ;  and  this  is  the  high- 
est merely  literary  honor  which  alma  mater  has 
to  offer.  The  essays  are  usually  well  written, 
and  the  speaking  is  much  better  than  is  found 
upon  the  Commencement  stage.  The  audience 
is  intellectual,  attentive,  critical.  In  the  view 
of  undergraduates,  with  whom  there  is  ever  a 
tendency  to  undervalue  the  benefits  of  the  drudg- 
ery of  scholarship,  the  De  Forest  medal  man  is 
the  most  promising  of  his  class ;  and  in  the  race 
of  life  it  has  been  proved  again  and  again  that 
he  outstrips  the  hard-working  valedictorian. 
Another  feature  of  Friday  (it  was  so  in  my  time) 
is  the  posting  of  the  Commencement  appoint- 
ments, fresh  from  the  Senior  Tutor's  hands  and 
in  the  familiar  handwriting  of  the  President, 
upon  the  side-posts  of  the  old  Lyceum.  I  fancy 
the  prospective  valedictorian  is  up  earlier  than 
usual  this  morning,  taking  a  peep  in  the  early 
twilight  at  the  paper  which  decides  his  own  and 
the  rank  of  his  class ;  nor  is  he  the  only  one ; 
and  many  another  is  late  at  prayers  that  morn- 
ing to  see  how  the  class  have  turned  out.  If 
six  hearts  tlirob  with  emotion  during  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  Tovvnsends,  I  know  a  hundred  are 
quite  as  agitated  while  the  eyes  glance  down 
this  irreversible  list, 

I  have  not  yet  quite  exhausted  the  amuse- 
ments of  the  week.  On  Thursday  afternoon 
there  is  usually  a  boat-race  for  the  coming  uni- 
versity regatta ;  and  since  the  gymnasium  has 
made  such  demands  upon  physical  strength, 
there  are  often  on  Friday  or  Saturday  evenings 
the  annual  exhibition  of  gymnastic  feats.  It  is 
always  largely  attended,  and  the  performances 
are  often  exceedingly  difficult  and  amusing. 

Thus  ends  Presentation  Week,  It  offers  a 
sharp  contrast  to  the  more  outward  festivities  of 
Commencement,  is  more  peculiar,  more  charac- 
teristic, is  entered  into  more  heartily  by  under- 
graduates, and  is  rapidly  becoming  in  the  eyes 
of  strangers  the  chief  collegiate  festival  of  the 
year.  The  two  are  as  different  as  two  literary 
festivals  can  be.  The  alumnus  would  by  no 
means  miss  Commencement ;  nor  would  the  stu- 
dent any  tlie  less  miss  the  keen  wit  and  rich 
amusement,  and  the  turning  of  college  inside 
out,  which  Presentation  with  its  associate  festi- 
vals affords.  Each  have  their  place ;  neither 
can  be  spared.  Let  alma  water  cherish  each 
with  assiduous  care,  ever  remembering  to  root 
out  kindly  what  is  only  bad,  and  to  foiier  all 
that  ministers  to  simple  enjoyment  and  refreshes 
the  spirits  of  restless  youth. 
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THE  WEDDING. 

0  SUMMER  day,  sluikc  clown  your  lipht, 
And  Hood  the  cliancel  where  they  wed! 
Come,  summer  night,  with  nioo«  and  star, 
Your  softer  splendors  softlicr  shed! 

O  summer  surf  of  summer  sea, 

Fill  all  the  night  with  low  replies! 

Come  wandering  winds  from  wandering  waves, 
And  breathe  their  drowsy  melodies! 

0  summer  dawn,  all  tenderly 

With  amber  fires  break  up  the  night! 
Come  tardily,  O  summer  sun, 

And  blush  to  bring  thy  ruder  light* 

O  summer  month,  with  fiercer  heat 

Choke  down  the  cannon's  warring  words ! 

Come,  murmuring  maize,  and  whispering  wheat, 
And  peaceful  fiutes  of  summer  birds! 

O  summer  seasons  long  delayed, 
Nurse  choicer  fires  in  yonder  blue ! 

Come,  fruitful  years !      Hence,  grief  and  tears  ! 
God  bless  the  beautiful  and  true! 

AUNT  TIIORNEYPINE. 

I  AM  sure  I  often  wish  that  I  were  not  related 
to  or  acquainted  with  Aunt  Thorneypme. 
In  my  early  and  virtuous  youth  I  remember  be- 
ing properly  shocked  at  people  who  were  accus- 
tomed coolly  to  state  in  my  presence  that  they 
disliked  their  relations.  A  little  more  cogni- 
zance of  the  ways  of  this  extraordinary  world 
has  induced  me  to  think  that  possibly  it  might 
not  be  difficult  to  say  something  even  in  favor 
of  such  sinners. 

Aunt  Thorneypine  is  not  of  these.  She  must 
love  her  entire  (and  very  large)  family  connec- 
tion with  an  impartial  and  intense  affection,  if 
we  judge  fiom  the  manner  in  which  she  bestows 
her  society  upon  them.  Her  youngest  niece, 
who  married  a  clergyman  and  went  to  Ohio,  re- 
ceives almost  as  many  visits  from  her  as  her  two 
nephews  who  live  respectively  in  Washington 
and  Philadelphia;  and  those  of  her  kin  who  re- 
side in  Boston  and  New  York  can  not  complain 
of  being  neglected  by  the  old  lady.  Why  do  I 
call  her  old  ?  If  any  body  ever  set  Time  at  de- 
fiance it  was  our  stout,  healthy,  eternally-mid- 
dle-aged Aunt  Thorneypine. 

Where  was  Uncle  Thorneypine  ?  He  was 
dead.  Two  years  of  marriage  had,  a  great  while 
ago,  been  the  death  of  him.  Where  were  her 
two  sons?  Gone  to  sea  from  their  earliest  youth. 
Nobody  ever  heard  much  about  them.  Aunt 
Thorneypine  lived  on  a  very  handsome  annuity, 
and  her  means  and  time  were  her  own.  She 
seemed  to  have  within  her  the  spirit  of  a  female 
Wandering  Jew.  Perambulation  appeared  to 
be  a  lading  passion  in  her  cou) position.  1  nev- 
er knnw  her  to  remain  for  two  consecutive  win- 
ters in  the  same  boarding-house  or  hotel  (for 
Aunt  Thorneypine  abominated  housckeei)ing), 
or  even  much  in  the  same  city.     "  Why  should 


I  take  a  house,"  our  dear  aunt  would  ask,  "when 
there  are  so  many  kind  friends  ever  ready  to  re- 
ceive me?" 

This  remark  was  based  on  a  fallacy.  So  far 
from  being  always  ready  to  receive  our  aunt,  we 
were  sometimes  most  particularly  unready.  As 
she  was  a  person  who  commonly  consulted  her 
own  convenience  in  most  matters,  the  times  and 
seasons  of  her  visitations  depended  upon  tilings 
with  which  ire  had  nothing  to  do.  Aunt  Thor- 
neypine was  like  Encke's  or  Biela's  comet — cer- 
tain to  come  again,  though  the  precise  period 
of  her  arrival  was  not  decided  on.  One  thing 
was  a  fixed  fact — times  of  joy  and  sorrow  inev- 
itably brought  our  aunt  to  us.  She  was  as  punc- 
tual at  funerals  and  on  sad  occasions  as  she  was 
at  christenings  and  weddings ;  and  it  never  seem- 
ed to  occur  to  her  that  when  a  family  is  plunged 
into  mourning  by  the  loss  of  one  of  its  members, 
or  Avhen  a  wedding  is  to  take  away  another,  the 
presence  of  a  self-invited  guest,  even  a  relative, 
is  very  often  a  great  nuisance. 

Of  all  her  relations  Aunt  Thorneypine  was, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  the  best  pro- 
vided with  pecuniary  resources.  But  then  she 
would  remark  that  her  means  were  limited  enough 
for  all  she  had  to  do.  And  when  you  consider 
the  immense  distances  she  traveled,  and  the  num- 
ber of  hobbies  on  which,  one  after  another,  she 
generally  mounted,  perhaps  this  was  so.  I  know 
that  she  sometimes  gave  money  to  societies  and 
charities,  which  I  thought  would  have  been  bet- 
ter bestowed  on  some  of  her  own  kith  and  kin. 
As  in  all  large  families,  there  were  in  ours  some 
unfortunates  with  whom  the  world  had  not  gone 
very  well.  Aunt  Thorneypine  often  comes  to 
stay  with  our  cousin  Lucy  Anne,  who  is  a  wid- 
ow with  four  boys  to  bring  up;  and  I  must  say 
it  fills  me  with  indignation  to  hear  our  dear 
aunt  holding  forth  about  industrial  societies, 
etc.,  etc.,w'hile  those  poor  little  fellows  sit  there 
with  threadbare  jackets,  and  their  mothers  feat- 
ures are  worn  with  exertion  and  anxiety. 

Aunt  Thorneypine  is  a  most  indefatigable  beg- 
gar for  charities  and  general  benevolences.    Her 
])ocket  is  usually  well  provided  with  concert 
tickets,  subscription  lists,  and  long  appeals  from 
those  who  want  assistance ;  and  she  commonly 
has  a  set  of  pets  and  prote'ges  who  are  often  (I 
must  say)  selected  with  very  little  judgment. 
I  have  once  or  twice  been  very  thoroughly  de- 
ceived by  people  she  recommended,  and  in  fu- 
ture shall  beware  of  the  same.      AuntTliorney- 
pine's  method   with  a  popular  or  fashionable 
charity  was   this  :    She  modestly  subscribed  a 
very  insignificant  sum  herself,  and  then,  setting 
out  on  a  general  tour  among  her  friends,  she 
dunned  and  tormented  them  until  even  the  liard- 
i  est-hearted  were  ashamed,  and  gave  something 
\  to  be  rid  of  her.     On  the  soft-hearted  she  had 
'  no  mercy,  but  ruthlessly  picked  their  ])Ockets 
of  all  they  could  give.      She  had  a  real  passion 
for  getting  other  j)eople  to  bestow  their  money 
i  and  time  as  it  suited  her.     After  Aunt  Thorney- 
:  j)ine  had  brought  in  a  large  amount  it  was  usu- 
ally entered  in  some  newspaper  or  magazine  list 


AUNT  THORNEYPINE. 


503 


as  "Ladies  of through  Mrs.  Thorneypine." 

And  she  got  a  good  deal  of  credit  in  this  way. 

Last  winter  Aunt  Thorneypine  sent  me  a 
basket  made  of  shells  (hideously  ugly),  which 
was  the  work  of  one  of  her  protege'es,  and  cost 
fifty  dollars,  with  a  note  requesting  that  I  would 
purchase  it  from  the  bearer,  who  was  a  most  re- 
spectable person,  and  wanted  to  raise  three  hun- 
dred dollars  toward  her  rent.  I  sent  the  wo- 
man and  the  elegant  corbeille  about  their  busi- 
ness, and  wrote  a  note  to  my  dear  aunt,  in  which 
I  stated  that  whatever  I  had  to  spare  was  for 
poor  Lucy  Anne  and  her  large  family,  who  had 
been  going  through  a  winter  of  illness,  and  that 
I  should  be  very  grateful  if  Aunt  Thorneypine 
could  do  something  for  her  niece.  I  never  re- 
ceived any  answer  to  this  note ;  but  Aunt  Thorn- 
eypine always  says,  when  poor  Lucy  Anne  is 
mentioned,  that  she  was  very  foolish  to  marry  a 
struggling  physician,  and  what  can  she  expect? 

Poor  Lucy  Anne!  certainly  not  very  much. 
Little  from  the  world,  and  nothing  from  Aunt 
Thorneypine. 

Aunt  generally  came  two  or  three  times  a 
year  to  visit  us,  a  large  family  consisting  of 
father,  mother,  and  eight  children.  As  I  men- 
tioned, her  arrival  was  frequently  both  unex- 
pected and  inconvenient.  My  father,  nn  amia- 
ble, kind-hearted  man,  often  gently  attemiJted 
to  fix  our  aunt  to  particular  periods  of  time. 
Eor  instance,  he  would  invito,  her  to  visit  us  in 
the  month  of  February.  In  return  Aunt  Thorn- 
eypine would  write  a  long  letter  describing  her 
engagements,  and  declining  his  invitation.  She 
would  appoint  the  month  of  April  as  the  season 
for  making  a  sojourn  with  us,  and  generally  she 
kept  her  word. 

The  reason  why  Aunt  Thorneypine  demanded 
and  received  such  homage  from  her  relations 
was,  that  when  a  young  girl  she  had  for  a  year 
or  two  had  the  care  of  her  nine  brothers  and 
sisters.  A  great  many  people  have  had  the 
same,  and  never  thought  of  demanding  eternal 
payment  for  such  a  debt ;  but  A^^  Thorney- 
pine seemed  to  feel  that,  do  what  ^j^Bivould,  she 
never  could  be  requited. 

The  experience  of  life  generally  goes  against 
modest  merit.'  He  who  grasps  at  more  than  his 
share  is  more  likely  to  find  that  others  make 
way  for  him  in  the  end  than  tlie  over-modest 
man  is  to  obtain  what  he  actually  merits.  I 
don't  know  that  our  aunt  ever  reasoned  in  this 
way ;  but  ^he  instinctively  acted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  prove  that  my  view  is  correct.  Some- 
how nobody  could,  would,  or  might  resist  Aunt 
Thorneypine. 

Perhaps  you  might  like  to  know  some  of  those 
pleasing  traits  in  Aunt  Thorneypine's  character 
which  so  endeared  her  to  her  friends.  Among 
other  things,  she  might  be  said  to  have  what  an 
ignorant  phrenologist  once  called  the  organ  of 
casualt;/  in  a  high  degree.  One  of  Tieck's  Ger- 
man stories  is  about  a  lady  called  Die  Fe.<hrtante — 
Anglice,  "  Aunt  Feathers" — so  named  from  the 
plumes  she  generally  wore,  whose  arrival  in  a 
family  seemed  to  produce  fits  of  illness  among 


the  children.  This  was  not  the  case  with  us. 
Aunt  Thorneypine's  magic  powers  were  limited 
exclusively  to  her  own  performances.  I  never 
knew  her  match  for  setting  herself  on  fire — break- 
ing windows,  mirrors,  and  tumblers — losing  her 
trunk,  her  watch,  or  her  keys,  and  upsetting  tea, 
chocolate,  coffee,  butter,  and  ink,  over  the  rich- 
est carpets.  During  one  of  her  six  weeks'  visits 
she  generally  managed  to  leave  the  mark  of  her 
chair  by  the  fire  in  a  worn-out  place  in  the  car- 
pet aforesaid;  and  she  was  commonly  fatal  to 
sofa  springs  and  fancy  straw  chairs.  Wherever 
she  staid  the  servants  soon  found  that  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  their  duty  was  waiting  upon  Aunt 
Thorneypine.  It  made  no  difterence  whethei*  it 
was  at  Cousin  Oliver's  in  Boston,  where  they  had 
six  servants  and  a  carriage   and  horses,  or  at 

Cousin  Mary's  in  L ,  where  they  kept  only 

two  domestics ;  they  all  had  to  wait  on  her. 

As  her  brothers  and  sisters  died  in  the  regular 
course  of  nature  Aunt  Thorneypine  transferred 
her  attentions  to  their  children,  and  seemed  -'■  par 
droit  de  conquete  ou par  droit  de  naissa^ice,^'  to  be 
as  inevitable  as  death,  taxation,  or  our  own  na- 
tional debt.  Nor  need  you  suppose  that  any 
thing  but  warm,  cheerful  rooms,  an  excellent 
table,  and  constant  attention  can  be  agreeable 
to  our  darling  aunt.  She  is  an  admirable  judge 
of  most  things  ;  and  if  your  butcher  fails  to  give 
you  the  best  of  every  thing,  he  will  be  detected 
and  exposed  in  the  gentlest  manner  by  our  aunt. 
She  is  by  nature  a  critic,  and  you  had  better  not 
attempt  to  put  her  off  with  second-rate  articles 
of  any  kind. 

Our  aunt  was  never  behindhand  in  express- 
ing a  proper  sense  of  the  attentions  which  we 
have  all  shown  her  for  so  many  years.  She  is 
in  the  habit  of  making  to  all  the  farrtily  presents 
in  turn,  chiefly  of  her  own  work  ;  and  the  indis- 
position which  we  all  had  to  receive  these  gifts 
shows  what  a  high-minded  family  we  universally 
were.  She  sent  Cousin  Mary,  on  her  last  birth- 
day, a  pink  and  green  knitted  worsted  mihie,  and 
a  large,  old-fashioned  rotary  cooking  stove,  which 
she  had  once  taken  for  a  debt.  Poor  Mary,  Avho 
lived  in  a  tiny  baby-house  of  a  dwelling,  was 
driven  nearly  to  madness  by  the  presence  of  this 
huge  interloper  where  he  clearly  was  not  needed. 
And  her  husband,  a  waggish  clergyman,  quoted, 
with  shouts  of  laughter,  "  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona 
/erentes,^'  as  he  told  his  dismayed  and  puzzled 
wife  that  this  was  the  first  time  he  ever  thought 
her  Aunt  Thorneypine  was  a  Greek. 

I  never  shall  forget  an  incident  of  my  child- 
hood, which  has  made  an  ineffaceable  impression. 
It  was  the  last  night  of  April.  My  father  was 
to  give  up  his  house  on  the  ensuing  day  ;  and 
the  family,  after  looking  at  denuded  rooms,  pack- 
ing-cases full  of  furniture,  and  crates  full  of  china, 
were  about  to  retire  at  ten  o'clock  sufficiently 
fatigued,  as  maybe  supposed,  when  such  a  ring- 
ing was  heard  at  the  bell  as  threatened  to  de- 
molish that  article,  and  the  maid  in  alarm,  fly- 
ing to  the  bell,  discovered  Aunt  Thorneypine, 
upheld  in  the  arms  of  two  stout  gentlemen  of 
Irish  persuasion.    Having  set  out  unexpectedly 
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on  a  visit  to  us  she  had  broken  her  leg  eji  rottte^ 
and  here  she  was,  a  spectacle  for  a  good  Samar- 
itan. I  never  shall  forget  that  weariful  night; 
fires  were  made  and  beds  ])ut  up;  doctors  were 
run  after  and  dragged  from  comfortable  homes, 
and  it  was  evident  on  every  side  tluit  some  great 
calamity  had  befallen  a  generally  peaceful  and 
unobtrusive  family.  Aunt  Thorneyj)inc  and  her 
broken  leg  on  this  occasion  only  staid  with  us  a 
week,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  we  completed 
our  "nuiving,"  twopf  the  servants  having  mean- 
while given  warning. 

If  such  were  my  early  experiences  of  my  dear 
aunt,  what  were  my  later  ones,  when,  my  pa- 
rents being  dead,  and  the  family  dispersed,  I  had 
the  ])leasure  of  receiving  her  in  my  own  house  ! 
By  one  of  those  freaks  of  fortune  which  some- 
times occur,  I  had  married  a  young  man  whose 
mother  had  been  a  niece,  not  of  aunt  but  of 
uncle  Thorneypine.  "By  this  double  connec- 
tion, my  dear  Grizel,"  my  kind  relative  would 
say,  "I  feel  more  strongly  bound  to  you  both 
than  ever."  Indeed  the  good  lady  much  pre- 
fers our  house  to  most  others  in  the  family  con- 
nection. I  think  that  no  one  of  our  cousins  is 
more  favored  than  ourselves,  except  Cousin  Oli- 
ver, who  lives  in  Boston,  and  keeps  his  carriage 
and  horses.  His  wife,  I  have  often  thought, 
would  like  to  rout  Aunt  Thorneypine  when  she 
comes  as  the  invader  of  her  hearth,  but  being  a 
timid,  delicate  little  woman,  she  is  afraid  of  get- 
ting the  worst  of  it. 

I  never  can  sit  in  my  own  parlor  when  Aunt 
Thorneypine  comes.  The  servants  are  exasper- 
ated beyond  Avhat  their  always  admirable  tem- 
l)ers  can  quite  bear  by  the  number  of  callers. 
On  one  occasion  the  door-bell  rang  forty  times 
in  one  day,  and  in  consequence  of  this  over- 
whelming fact  the  waitress,  a  young  lady  of 
sensitive  feelings,  retired  into  tlie  kitchen  and 
burst  into  tears.  Aunt  Thorneypine  always  has 
a  perfect  levee  of  people  that  I  don't  know. 
Charitable  agents,  doctors,  public  lecturers,  peo- 
ple that  have  property  to  sell,  beggars  (rich  and 
poor),  and  "citizens  generally,"  as  the  newspa- 
pers say  when  describing  the  rear  of  a  proces- 
sion. This  sort  of  thing  goes  on  from  morning 
until  night,  and  is,  as  may  be  supposed,  far 
from  ])leasant.  I  generally  run  away,  nor  am 
I  missed  by  Aunt  Thorneypine,  who  is  uncere- 
monious herself,  and  don't  notice  whether  other 
people  are  so  or  not.  The  last  time  but  one 
that  she  came  to  us,  we  were  surprised  by  break- 
fast-time coming  without  our  aunt.  We  rang 
bells  repeatedly,  but  still  she  came  not.  It  was 
Sunday  morning,  and  aunt  was  generally  regu- 
lar at  church  ;  so  in  considerable  alarm  Horace 
and  I  hastened  to  her  room,  and  he  remarked, 
chemin  fdisant,  that  if  any  thing  had  haj)j)ened 
to  the  poor  old  lady  I  should  regard  my  many 
sarcasms  with  respect  to  her  with  much  remorse. 
\Ye  knocked  at  the  door  on  the  outside,  and 
Aunt  Thorneypine  on  the  inside  (showing  that 
at  any  rate  she  was  not  dead),  and  Horace,  hav- 
ing bawled  through  the  keyhole  to  know  what 
was  the  matter,   our  aunt  bawled  back   again 


(through  the  same  aperture)  that  she  was  locked 
in.  And  so  she  was.  The  lock  was  hopelesslv 
damaged,  and  it  was  not  until  some  hours  after 
that  we  were  able,  by  breaking  open  the  door, 
to  release  our  dear  relative  from  her  retirement, 
so  well  had  she  taken  herself  prisoner.  Aunt  is 
also  perfectly  incorrigible  as  to  dinner  hours ; 
she  somehow  never  notices  how  she  keeps  peo- 
ple waiting.  However,  she  always  has  so  many 
engagements  and  appointments  with  people  that 
I  su])pose  this  is  the  reason  that  she  is  hardly 
ever  up  to  time. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  narrate  all  the  re- 
markable adventures  our  aunt  has  had  while 
staying  with  us.  Once  she  came  (as  usual  un- 
expectedly), and  found  us  quite  crowded  with 
company.  They  happened  to  be  formally  in- 
vited guests,  who  could  not  be  put  in  the  gar- 
ret, though  AuntThorneypine  looked  (I  thought) 
as  if  she  would  like  to  send  them  there.  We 
hurried  the  three  children  out  of  the  nursery, 
and  sent  them  into  the  attic  (where  they  caught 
three  bad  colds),  and  ])laced  AuntThorneypine 
on  a  light  single  bed  in  their  room.  ^  Thus 
having  provided  for  every  one's  comfort  as  well 
as  we  could,  Horace  and  I  withdrew  to  our  own 
quarters.  At  the  witching  hour  of  night — what- 
ever that  is — I  heard  a  very  loud  sound,  followed, 
after  a  few  instants,  by  a  still  deeper  but  more 
distant  report.  Then  all  was  silence.  Horace 
slept.  Trembling  like  a  leaf,  I  partially  dressed, 
and  going  into  the  passage,  I  found  several  of 
the  family  assembled  and  all  in  alarm,  INIy 
husband,  by  this  time  aroused,  shouted  "  Fire !" 
"Thieves!"  and  "Police!"  And  at  first  I 
really  thought  robbers  were  breaking  in,  when 
on  going  down  stairs  the  truth  came  out.  Aunt 
Thorneypine  had  broken  down  her  bed  and 
brought  down  a  portion  of  the  parlor  ceiling. 
We  had  a  general  laugh,  in  which  Aunt  Thorney- 
])ine  good-humoredly  joined,  while  she  told  me 
she  was  surprised  at  my  ])utting  a  woman  of  her 
size  in  so  light  a  bedstead. 

I  won't  Attention  all  the  various  difficulties 
into  whic^lPhad  been  led,  chiefly  through  the 
agency  of  Aunt  Thorneypine.     How  she  brought 
a  poor  child  to  the  house  in  order  to  give  her 
some  old  clothes,  who  was  just  recovering  from 
scarlet-fever,  thereby  making  a  present  of  the 
disease  to  my  three  children ;  how  she  once  fell 
tjn'ough  a  street  grating,  sprained  her  ankle,  and 
was  brought  home  by  several  policemen,  to  the 
great  amazement   of  the  neighbors;    how  she 
\  left  the  house-door  open,  whereby  a  silver  tea- 
pot disappeared  from  the  dining-room  "and  no 
questions  asked;"  how  she  used  to  leave  the 
1  Croton  water  running,  and  forgot  to  turn  o^  the 
I  gas  ;  how  she  borrowed  a  volume  of  his  sjilendid- 
j  ly-bound  English  l*oets  from  Horace,  which  in 
j  our  aunt's  various  wanderings  must  have  found 
I  another  home,  for  it  never  came  back  to  ours ; 
how  she  was  always  asking  for  pcvstagc-stamps, 
\  which  she  invariably  forgot  to  return,  and  like- 
wise omnil)us  change  ;    how   she  would   some- 
'  times  arise  at  midnight  and  desire  toast  and  tea 
1  to  be  prepared — these,  and  many  other  feats  of 
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our  dear  relative,  I  have  never  mentioned  until 
now.  What  is  particularly  distressing  is  the 
circumstance  that  Aunt  Thorneypine,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  benevolent  enterprises,  her  cheer- 
ful manner,  and  her  discreet  conduct  in  limiting 
her  remarkable  performances  to  that  much  suffer- 
ing class,  her  own  relations,  is  really  thought  by 
many  persons  a  most  sensible,  charitable,  and 
excellent  woman.  She  has  dozens  of  friends 
where  we  have  one,  and  is  indeed  a  very  popu- 
lar person. 

The  amount  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  number 
of  people  who  mean  to  make  the  world  their 
oyster  is  very  large.  Long  habit  has  accus- 
tomed our  aunt  to  the  easy  method  of  getting 
all  that  she  can  out  of  every  body,  and  giving  as 
little  as  she  can  in  return.  Any  of  us  by  yield- 
ing to  our  own  selfishness  might,  in  the  course 
of  years,  arrive  at  almost  such  a  character  as 
Aunt  Thorneypine's. 

My  aunt  has  never  conferred  upon  me  any 
gift  more  valuable  than  a  knitted  worsted  shawl 
for  myself,  and  a  pair  of  socks  for  the  baby  ;  but 
I  have,  after  all,  derived  some  benefit  from  her 
society.  I  regard  her  as  a  social  example  to  be 
carefully  avoided.  But  why  should  I  allow  my- 
self to  be  rufHed  by  reflections  on  her  very  un- 
pleasant peculiarities  ?  To-night  we  are  to  have 
a  small  cheerful  dinner-party,  consisting  of  two 
or  three  agreeable  people  whom  we  like.  I  en- 
joy these  cozy  little  unpretentious  parties — Stop ! 
what  is  that  banging  and  pounding  in  the  lower 
passage  ?  I  see  a  carriage  before  the  door  with 
large  trunks,  the  man  has  lifted  ofi:"  several — why, 
reader !  would  you  believe  it  ?  She  is  here 
again ! 

It  is  Aunt  Thorneypine ! 


THE  CAFE  GRECO. 

THE  Piazza  di  Spagna  at  Rome,  is,  as  all 
tourists  know,  the  centre  of  the  Eternal 
City ;  the  centre,  that  is,  not  topographically, 
but  by  custom  and  common  consent.  Around 
it,  or  near  it,  stand  all  the  largest  hotels,  the 
most  fashionable  and  expensive  restaurants  and 
cafes,  the  best  known  furnished  apartments, 
the  book-stores  and  reading-rooms  for  strangers. 
Toward  it  flows  the  annual  tide  of  visitors  to 
Rome,  It  is  near  the  Corso,  the  Babuino,  the 
Propaganda  College,  the  stairs  that  ascend  to 
the  Church  of  Trinita  di  Monte,  and  the  Pin- 
cian,  the  fashionable  afternoon  drive  and  prome- 
nade ;  near  the  artists'  studios  and  color  shops, 
near  the  jewelers  and  cameo-cutters,  dealers  in 
bronzes,  medallions,  and  anticjuities  of  every  de- 
scription. Strangers  are  not  obliged,  as  in  Paris 
and  other  large  European  cities,  to  consume 
days  on  foot  or  in  carriage,  in  seeking  out  the 
places  where  they  can  best  spend  their  surplus 
funds ;  for  every  thing  needed  is  found  almost 
within  a  stone's-throw  of  tiiis  sunny  old  square. 
Within  a  few  steps  of  the  Piazza  di  Spagna 
stands,  in  the  Via  Condotti,  the  Cafe  Greco,  the 
well-known  resort  of  the  artists.  Let  not  any 
romantic  American,  misled  by  the  name,  picture 


to  himself  Grecian  columns,  marble  steps,  open, 
airy  vestibules  or  rooms  with  mosaic  floors, 
classically  painted  or  sculptured  walls,  and  sky- 
lights letting  in  serene  floods  of  light  from  the 
blue  Italian  heavens.  Let  him  not  fill  himself 
full  of  Childe  Harold  or  Corinne,  or  he  may  fall 
from  the  seventh  heaven  of  expectation  as  he 
enters  the  actual  Cafe  Greco.  The  simple  motto 
"  Lucus  a  non  lucendo"  will  be  enough  for  him. 
He  must  carry  Greece  with  him,  and  take  his 
own  light  in  his  hand  (I  didn't  intend  a  pun 
here)  as  he  docs  up  and  down  the  dark  Roman 
stairs,  if  he  wishes  to  illumine  this  dirty,  dingy, 
smoky  little  den.  For  such  is  the  Cafe  Greco. 
The  Greco  is  the  artists'  Great  Bear  round 
which  all  their  stars  revolve.  It  is  set  apart  for 
the  male  sex  as  rigorously  as  any  of  the  Roman 
monasteries.  No  lady,  and  very  seldom  a  wo- 
man, is  ever  seen  there.  It  is  almost  exelusive- 
ly  frequented  by  the  Nicotinian  Sect,  or  the 
fraternity  of  tobacco-smokers,  who  here  religious- 
ly assemble  to  offer  up  burnt-offerings  of  the 
sacred  plant  morning,  noon,  and  night.  From 
the  long  immemorial  dedication  of  the  place  to 
these  fuliginous  rites,  it  has  acquired  the  hue 
and  somewhat  of  the  fragrance  of  a  meerschaum 
hien  cvlotte,  as  the  French  say — shaded  to  the  rich 
bituminous  brown  so  beloved  by  the  painters. 

The  Greco  opens  at  an  incredibly  early  hour 
in  the  morning,  nobody  knows  how  early.     To 
compare  small  things  with  great,  a  day  of  the 
Greco  is  like  a  cycle  of  the  world's  history. 
Far  back  in  the  obscure  dawn — of  the  Greco — 
somebody  remembers  somebody  having  break- 
fasted there ;  some  myth  of  a  sleepless  artist  or 
hurried  traveler,  at  an  hour  when  the  birds  have 
scarcely  commenced  singing,  nor  the  dust-men 
sweeping  the  streets,  nor  the  donkeys  a-braying, 
nor  the  market-women  bawling  "Lattuga"  un- 
der your  windows.     But  who  this  mythical  per- 
son was  or  is,  what  his  name,  country,  or  pro- 
fession, or  what  his  motives  for  his  untimely 
gastronomical  performances,  the  wisest  oracle 
of  the  Greco  knoweth  not.     Later  the  records 
become   more   intelligible.      From   4   to   5  in 
the  morning,  say,  to  half  past  9  in  the  evening, 
there  are  successive  generations  that  come  and 
go  at  the  Greco.     Every  hour  sees  a  new  set  of 
fellows.     You  may  be  accustomed  to  breakfast 
at  half  past  8,  and  may  fancy  you  know  all  the 
habitues  of  the  Cafe.     But  if  your  fleas  or  your 
fancies  (both  of  which  are  apt  to  be  very  lively 
in  Rome)  should  rouse  you  from  your  bed  and 
send  you  to  breakfast  at  6  you  will  meet  quite  a 
new  set  of  faces.     In  this  way  traditions  are 
kept  alive.     Doolittle  the  lounger,  who  came  to 
Rome  on  a  loaf  which  he  contrives  to  cut  into 
daily  slices  of  amusement,  without  having  been 
very  much  bored,  and  who  from  continual  and 
unavoidable  contact  with  art  and  antiquity  be- 
gins to  fancy  that  he  knows  as  much  as  the  art- 
ists themselves — Doolittle  will  tell  you,  puffing 
iiis  cigar  at  half  past  one,  the  hour  of  his  dcjenner, 
that  as  he  came  in  he  spoke  with  Bankerson, 
that  young  American,  you  know,  who  is  doing 
up  Rome   stenographically  in  two  weeks,  and 


500 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


must  be  back  in  the  States  in  a  month ;  and 
Bankerson  remembers  liaving  once  seen  Mon- 
sieur Grondant,  an  ennuied  Frenchman  who 
thinks  Rome  a  tontlfeau,  breakfasting  at  11 
o'clock.  Simpson,  one  of  Grondant's  cuin/Hi- 
(jnoiis  de  voi/(i(/e,  if  questioned  about  his  predeces- 
sors, tells  you  he  saw  the  flying  coat-tails  of 
Schwindrtugel,  about  10,  as  he  was  hurrying  off 
to  his  studio,  rather  late  for  his  model.  Schwind- 
flugel  had  found  his  friends  Daubinsky  and 
Dustikuff,  the  Polish  and  Russian  painters,  sit- 
ting smoking  as  he  went  in.  These  in  turn 
have  heard  of  a  batch  of  French  artists  half  an 
hour  before,  some  one  of  whom  have  seen  an- 
other batch  of  English  and  American  artists, 
about  7  o'clock,  and  the  first  of  these  who 
went  away  carried  in  his  liair  the  Druidic  altar 
fumes  and  cigar-smoke  of  the  early  Germans. 

And  so  the  generations  come  and  go,  and  the 
Greco  is  an  epitome  of  the  world's  history. 

But  it  is  after  dinner  that  the  fuliginous  star 
of  the  Greco  is  in  the  ascendant.  The  evening 
is  the  time  for  re'union  of  the  artist  brethren 
of  all  nations.  Then  it  becomes  a  Babel  of 
languages.  Then  rise  the  fumes  of  the  Mocha, 
the  clouds  of  tobacco-smoke,  aYid  the  clack  of 
tongues.  Then  come  in  the  beggars,  the  ped- 
dlers, and  the  musicians.  A  close,  dirty,  dingy 
little  ])lace,  it  somehow  enlarges  in  imagination 
through  the  influence  of  the  social  atmosphere. 
We  are  packed  and  squeezed  together  closer 
than  in  any  New  York  street  rail-car,  but  some- 
how we  are  all  accommodated  and  made  at  ease. 

It  is  chiefly  those  who  have  no  homes,  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word  home,  that  resort  to  the 
Greco.  Bachelors  nearly  all  are  these  Grecians  ; 
or  else  lonely  wanderers,  who  have  left  firesides 
and  sweets  of  domestic  life  behind  them  in  other 
lands.  The  Cafe  is,  after  all,  a  dernier  resort. 
And  it  is  hard  to  sympathize  with  those  few  who 
leave  their  wives  and  cozy  firesides  near  by  for 
such  a  crowded  and  smoky  den.  Well  enough 
to  drop  in,  if  after  a  moderate  cofFee-cup  and  a 
cigar  you  drop  out  again  and  go  home  like  a 
rational  being. 

After  all,  to  the  plain  matter-of-fact  tourist, 
the  Greco  is  usually  but  a  miserable  sort  of  den. 
It  is  only  the  associations  one  has  with  it,  and 
the  souvenirs  that  cluster  about  it,  which  trans- 
form it  into  a  sort  of  Roman  temple  ;  call  it  if 
you  like  the  temple  of  Pan,  for  the  artist  is  a 
worshiper  of  the  universe  from  its  grandest  ob- 
jects and  conceptions  down  to  its  lowest  and 
most  earthy  details.  For  myself,  I  can  never 
tliink  of  that  dingy  old  ])lace  without  seeing  it 
illuminated  by  a  light  not  borrowed  from  sun, 
moon,  or  lamp-oil,  but  from  the  memory  of  the 
social  hours  I  have  enjoyed  there  with  cherished 
friends. 

A  few  winters  since  I  visited  Rome  after  an 
absence  of  eleven  years.  One  of  the  first  shrines 
where  I  repaired  to  ofier  up  a  bajocco-and-a-half 
cigar,  and  sip  a  cu])  of  the  delicious  ca/'e  nero, 
was  the  Greco.  Again  my  pilgrim  staff  rested 
against  its  blackened  walls.  Again  the  narcotic 
incense  rose  to  the  skylight  overhead,  through 


which,  as  of  old,  on  rainy  nights,  the  water 
dribbled,  and  dry  seats,  when  any  seats  were  to 
be  had  in  the  crowd,  were  at  a  premium.  All 
remained  unchanged  as  of  old.  There  was  the 
same  suit  of  dark  litile  narrow  rooms,  opening 
one  into  another  ;  the  same  specimens  of  weary 
waiters;  the  same  unceasing  calls  '■'■  Bottegar'* 
and  "  Vengo  subito  ;"t  the  same  coffee  and  excel- 
lent maritozzi  (a  kind  of  bun),  and  mild  mezzo- 
caldo  punch  ;  the  same  types  of  Bohemian  artist 
faces  of  all  nations  grouped  around  the  little 
marble  tables,  their  slouched  hats  and  pictur- 
esque beards  making  Rembrandtish  pictures 
through  the  fog  of  tobacco-smoke ;  the  same 
beggars  and  musicians  intruding;  the  same  fel- 
lows offering  for  sale  porcelain,  and  plaster  casts, 
and  knives,  and  ornaments  of  porphyry,  and  ala- 
baster, and  gorgeous  bouquets  of  flowers,  eager 
as  vultures  for  fresh  comers  ready  to  be  cheated 
out  of  a  few  extra  bnjocchi ;  the  same  buzz  and 
laughter  and  crowding  for  seats ;  the  same  rat- 
tle of  spoons  and  glasses ;  the  same  Babel  of 
tongues ;  and  the  same  old  cloud  of  smoke 
which  had  not  cleared  away  since  I  sat  there 
last. 

Memories  of  the  days  when  this  place  and  I 
were  well  acquainted  years  ago  came  with  a 
strange  sadness  over  me.  I  seemed  to  see 
shadows  of  old  familiar  faces  sitting  where 
strangers  sat  now.  Scarcely  could  the  rattle 
and  noise  banish  the  old  remembrances. 

In  this  very  seat  sat  Eugenio — then  a  youth 
— who  came  abroad  to  see  Europe — with  his 
fine  thoughtful  brow  overarching  the  sweet, 
playful,  pleasure-loving  mouth.  A  true  Gre- 
cian he,  who  took  as  naturally  to  Italy  as  a 
babe  to  its  mother's  breast  —  who  afterward 
drew  as  natural  and  wholesome  nutriment  from 
all  Europe,  and  from  the  Orient  lands  He 
was  then  a  receptive  youth :  he  is  now  a  ma- 
ture, active,  creative  man.  Eugenio  is  long 
since  married,  and  has  risen  to  be  one  of  the 
stars  in  American  politics  and  literature. 

Does  he  recall  as  I  do  now  those  old  Roman 
days?  Does  he  remember  our  first  sight  of 
Saint  Peter's  across  the  stretch  of  the  Cam- 
pagna — how  we  both  leaped  from  the  vettura  to 
get  a  better  view  of  it,  and  fretted  when  the 
valley  we  descended  and  the  windings  of  the 
road  concealed  it  from  our  straining  gaze? 

Does  he.  remember  that  moonlight  evening 
when  we  first  saw  the  Coliseum  together  ?  How 
we  stood  at  the  entrance  of  one  of  the  crum- 
bling arches  and  hardly  dared  to  enter  and-break 
the  spell  imagination  wove  around  us,  while  the 
huge  masses  of  black  Cyclopean  shadow  and  the 
broad  expanse  of  golden  moonlight  broke  upon 
us  from  the  central  arena? 

Does  he  remember  how  we  stood  in  silence 
over  the  grave  of  Keats,  and  shared  between  us 
the  petals  of  the  single  rose  that  shed  its  faint 
perfume  on  that  hallowed  spot? 

Does  he  remember  those  sunny  days  in  the 
Borghese  Villa,  tiie  long  walks  over  the  Cam- 
pagna,  and  rei)ose  under  the  shadow  of  the  skel- 
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eton  arches  of  the  aqueduct  ?  And  St.  Peter's, 
and  the  Vatican,  and  the  mad,  merry  carnival ; 
but  where  shall  I  stop  in  my  reminiscences? 
For  there  are  few  places  in  Rome  that  are  not 
associated  with  Eugenio. 

The  Greco  is  one  of  them.  The  dim,  dingy 
trattoria  of  the  Gabbione,  near  the  Fountain 
of  Trevi,  is  another.  Does  he  remember  a 
party  of  Americans  dining  there  one  day  when 
he  called  for  "un  mezzo-porzione  di  Sbrinzo,"* 
thinking  it  was  some  recherche  dish,  and,  after 
twenty  minutes'  impatient  waiting,  the  wild- 
eyed  Cameriere'^  Alessio  brought  him  a  bit  of  dry 
cheese  about  the  size  of  his  thumb,  whereat  "the 
whole  quire  held  their  hips  and  loffed,"  he  laugh- 
ing louder  than  any  of  us?  I  could  hear  that 
whole-souled  laugh  still  as  I  sat  in  the  old  places 
of  the  Greco. 

Here  too  sat  Stanislaus,  who  never  took 
cigars  or  cafe  nero.  His  eyes  were  weak  and 
unable  to  bear  the  dense  clouds  of  tobacco- 
smoke — few  but  born  Bohemians  could.  But 
he  seldom  came  and  retired  early.  He  is  now 
a  citizen  of  England,  and  a  clergyman  of  the 
English  church. 

And  here,  like  the  portrait  of  Vandyke, 
lounged  Benedict,  slouch-hatted  and  mustached 
— how  unlike  the  carefully-dressed  married  man 
of  after-days !  Hard  worker  he  was  at  his  studio, 
and  simple  in  diet  because  slender  of  purse. 
But  the  Greco  was  not  itself  without  his  pres- 
ence— eccentric  and  original — social  and  chatty 
— saying  and  painting  excellent  things — a  good 
companion  and  friend. 

An,d  then  the  kind-hearted,  amiable,  and 
clever  tree-painter,  his  chum  Hans.  Benedict 
and  he  are  both  far  away.  One  never  hears 
from  these  fellows,  only  of  them.  They  have 
achieved  names  in  their  own  country,  and  are 
doing  well.  They  Avere  not  always  floating  in 
such  smooth  waters  in  those  old  Greco  days. 
I  can  remember  the  evening  when  Hans  sat 
waiting  at  the  Cafe  and  Benedict  sallied  out  to 
borrow  money  for  them  both,  and  returned  suc- 
cessful, with  an  order  to  boot.  And  how  bright 
was  the  Roman  sunshine  those  days,  few  and 
far  between,  when  a  poor  artist  could  say,  "I 
have  an  order,"  or  "  I  have  sold  a  picture  !" 

Young  Silas  Smart,  too,  over  whom  his  grave 
cousin  Stephen  kept  such  watchful  eyes — where 
is  he  now  ?  A  ready  wit  had  Smart.  He  was 
always  saying  sharp,  bright  things.  One  even- 
ing, at  a  card-party  at  Benedict's  room,  about 
half  past  twelve.  Smart  was  enjoying  himself 
regardless  of  bedtime  and  the  superintending 
cousin ;  cigars  and  spiced  wine  perfumed  the 
chamber;  all  was  as  merry  as  .a  marriage  bell, 
when  lo !  a  tap  at  the  door,  and  there  stood  the 
elder  Smart,  a  bit  of  lighted  cerina  in  his  hand 
(one  always  carries  one's  own  candle  on  these 
dark  Roman  staircases) — there  stood  the  grave, 
regular-habited  cousin,  solemn  as  the  marble 
man  in  Don  Giovanni.  "Is  Silas  here?"  he 
asked.  "  Why,  Silas, "  he  said,  in  deep,  reproach- 
ful, trembling  tones,  "  I  have  been  very  uneasy 
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about  you.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  half  past 
twelve  ?  I  have  been  anxiously  waiting  for  you 
at  home  these  two  hours  !"  But  the  young  Bo- 
hemian stirred  not,  and  said  little.  The  upshot 
of  the  matter,  however,  was  that  Silas  concluded 
to  take  his  own  time  about  going  home,  and 
ended  the  discussion  by  saying,  "Well,  Ste- 
phen, I  think  we  had  better  arrange  it  in  future 
that  all  baggage  shall  be  at  the  risk  of  its  own- 
er." And  the  unsuccessful  Stephen  departed 
unaccompanied  and  sorrowful, 

Silas  had  evidently  chipped  his  shell,  and  w^as 
not  frightened,  like  a  milk-livered  ghost,  when 
the  old  cock  crew  in  the  small  hours. 

And  then  there  was  Shadberry,  who  went 
about  with  guide-book  in  hand,  hanging  to  the 
skirts  of  the  artists  among  the  Ruins  and  on  the 
Campagna,  quoting  Childe  Harold  in  the  wrong 
place,  and  getting  up  forced  sentimental  fits, 
which  contrasted  queerly  with  his  ordinarily 
prosaic  nature.  What  has  become  of  Shadber- 
ry ?  Does  the  dome  of  Saint  Peter's  rise  up  in 
the  distance  to  him  only  as  a  huge  mile-stone, 
from  which  he  has  traveled  far  away  on  life's 
dusty  turnpike  ? 

There  were  not  a  few  after-dinner  loungers  at 
the  Greco,  who,  do  what  they  might,  could  never 
get  properly  grafted  on  Italian  growth.  There 
were,  for  instance,  those  rough  English  felloAVs, 
who,  though  mostly  artists,  never  seemed  to  take 
in  the  poetic  and  aromal  dreams  of  Italy,  but 
only  its  grosser  M|d^more  sensual  delights. 
Bearded,  rough,  l(X^BDiced  men  ;  Satyrs,  with 
a  streak  of  the  wocrei^d  in  their  composition  ; 
lovers  of  coarse  pleasure,  yet  hard  workers,  many 
of  them.  What  midnight  orgies  were  those 
when  they  met  together  in  one  of  their  large 
studios !  What  shameless  stories  ^were  some- 
times told  !  What  abominable  songs  were  sung, 
as  they  passed  round  the  cigars  and  poured  out 
the  hot  spiced  wine  from  the  big  pitcher  smok- 
ing on  the  hearth  I  A  dare-devil  set  of  rollick- 
ers,  full  of  violent  animal  spirits,  contrasting 
strangely  with  their  phlegmatic  looks  and  de- 
portment in  broad  daylight.  The  more  innocent 
and  moderate  American,  who  chanced  in  among 
them  at  those  festivals,  was  overpowered  and 
swept  away  by  their  fierce,  rough-grained  jollity. 
Every  man  of  the  company  must  tell  a  story  or 
sing  a  song — a  sort  of  rule  which  seemed  de 
rigueur  with  these  Britons.  Among  a  party  of 
Americans  there  would  have  been  a  mor'^  genial 
abandon — more  volunteering  of  wit  or  music  : 
one  would  naturally  inspire  the  others.  But 
with  these  English  it  was  a  forcing-pump  a])- 
plied  all  round.  Every  one  must,  somehow  or 
other,  pay  for  his  drink,  and  no  postponement 
of  the  debt  was  ever  tolerated. 

Yet  I  remember  one  among  them,  of  a  more 
refined  and  delicate  nature,  who  sang  sweet 
sentimental  ballads  to  the  guitar,  amidst  loud 
and  hearty  applause.  After  all,  these  roisterers 
only  needed  some  refining  influence  to  lead  them 
into  a  purer  atmosphere.  There  were  rough 
diamonds  among  them,  but  they  needed  polish- 
ing and  setting  terribly. 
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I  dare  say  most  of  these  roaring  bachelor 
blades  are  long  since  quiet,  respectable,  and 
very  moral  husbands  and  fathers  of  families. 
For  the  whirligig  of  Time  brings  its  reforms  as 
well  as  its  revenges.  There  were  one  or  two 
only  of  the  old  constellation  left  at  the  Greco 
when  I  made  my  second  visit  to  Rome  ;  and  they 
seemed  to  have  lost  all  their  fire  and  sparkle. 
Another  set  of  English  revolved  around  the 
Greco's  fuliginous  star.  It  was  somewhat  sad 
to  miss  the  old  phlegmatic  and  "Britannic 
stare." 

Among  these  English  still  sticking  to  the  old 
places  I  recognized  Mulberry,  with  whom,  twelve 
years  before,  I  had  passed  some  weeks  at  the 
quaint  old  village  of  Civitella,  in  the  Roman 
Apennines.  Mulberry  was  of  English  descent, 
but  born  in  one  of  the  Danish  islands  of  the 
West  Indies.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  polished 
manners,  but  he  had  strong  sympathies  for  the 
Bohemians.  I  remember  he  had  with  him  at 
Civitella — at  that  old  osteria"*  perched  on  the  top 
of  the  rocks — his  servant,  his  dog,  his  gun,  his 
guitar,  and  his  pallet  and  easel.  He  was  a  man 
of  leisure  and  an  amateur.  He  never  took  out 
his  canvas  and  attacked  Nature  seriously.  He 
frittered  away  his  time  at  the  alphabet  of  the 
art ;  was  anxious  about  processes,  and  colors, 
and  tints ;  and  muddled  up  his  canvas,  and 
scraped  out ;  and  then  flung  it  aside  for  a  week, 
and  took  up  his  guitar  or  strolled  off  with  his 
gun  and  dog.  ^[^ 

One  day,  there  being  ^^ft  of  dessert  at  table, 
he  went  into  the  kitcheWmd  showed  the  cook 
how  to  fry  peaches.  Miserable  hard  things  they 
were  in  their  uncooked  state,  but  his  talent 
transformed  them  into  a  delicious  delicacy. 

I  remember  well  his  guitar,  and  what  fun  we 
had  one  moonlight  night,  he  accompanying  my 
flute  in  a  serenade  through  the  narrow,  dark 
streets  of  Olevano ;  wliat  unusual  echoes  we 
awoke,  and  how  the  night-capped  heads  of  the 
peasants,  who  had  retired  at  nine  o'clock,  popped 
out  of  their  windows  in  amazement  at  a  couple 
€)i'  signori  treating  them  to  English  and  Scotch 
airs  at  midnight,  preceded  by  a  servant  bearing 
one  of  those  tall  brass  picturesque  lamps  you  see 
ever}"-  where  in  Italy.  I  remember  our  return  to 
our  inn,  and  can  see  Mulberry  now  sitting  on  a 
table  in  the  salle-a-manger  thrumming  the  salt- 
erello,  while  three  or  four  of  the  contadini,  who 
resisted  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  yielded  to  the 
contagious  melody,  and  danced  a  merry  meas- 
ure. I  think  Mulberry  that  night  got  unusually 
excited,  for  he  was  not  seen  the  next  day :  and 
it  was  said  he  had  started  ofi^  on  a  walk  to  Rome, 
some  forty  miles,  followed  by  his  man  Antonio, 
very  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  latter  victimized 
individual. 

Well,  this  Mulberry  I  discovered,  on  my  re- 
turn to  Rome,  sitting  at  a  trattoria  dinner.  I 
knew  him,  but  he  did  not  recognize  me  till  I 
introduced  myself.  He  had  grown  older,  and 
I  saw  at  once  that  the  youthful  spirits  had  left 
him.  He  was  staid  and  reserved  and  gentle- 
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manly,  but  didn't  seem  to  care  about  reviving 
old  scenes.  I  visited  him  at  his  studio.  He 
had  made  some  progress  in  painting,  but  he  was 
still  the  amateur.  He  had  tried  this  and  that 
master,  and  had  produced  pretty  things,  but  no- 
thing fresh  or  original.  We  met  only  two  or 
three  times  during  my  winter  in  Rome.  Those 
old  times  in  the  mountains  were  never  recalled 
again. 

I  missed  from  the  Greco  the  tall  form  and 
broad  white  hat  of  Umberton,  the  American 
landscape  painter,  with  whom  I  had  spent  many 
a  day  painting  at  Tivoli  and  Palestrina,  in  the 
Roman  Apennines.  I  missed,  too,  his  friend 
Marks,  the  Englishman  with  the  pale  face,  light- 
blue  eyes,  and  sandy  hair,  who  had  that  remai-k- 
able  adventure  at  Rojate.  Shall  I  tell  you  that 
adventure  ? 

We  were  all  staying  among  the  mountains  at 
I  Olevano.  Olevano  is  one  of  those  odd  old  Ital- 
!  ian  towns  built  on  the  steep  slope  of  a  rocky 
I  hill,  the  old  gray  red-tiled  houses  huddled  close 
I  together  in  disorderly  fashion,  and  looking  round, 
1  over  each  other's  shoulders,  all  the  way  up  to 
I  the  top,  on  which  rise  the  ruins  of  one  of  the 
old  Colonna  castles,  formerly  the  sentinel  and 
guardian  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 
A  rough,  mountainous,  and  wonderfully  pictur- 
esque region  it  is,  splintered  all  over  with  wild 
limestone  formations,  and  much  frequented  by 
painters  in  the  summer.  There  are  many  such 
old  towns  and  villages  in  the  Roman  Apennines. 
Above  Olevano,  with  a  valley  between,  stands 
Civitella,  the  little  brigandish  village  where  I 
first  met  Mulberry.  A  strange,  wild  panorama 
of  bare,  rocky  mountains  and  wooded  valleys  is 
that  seen  from  Civitella.  Beyond  is  another 
quaint  old  place,  called  Rojate ;  and  beyond 
that  the  large  town  of  Subiaco,  also  a  gathering- 
place  for  painters.  One  day  Umberton  and 
Marks  walked  over  to  Subiaco,  which,  if  I  re- 
member, is  nine  or  ten  miles  from  Olevano. 
Toward  evening  they  started  to  return.  It  was 
a  fine  moonlight  night.  They  got  as  far  as 
Rojate,  and  there  the  adventure  befell  them  I 
am  going  to  relate.  These  small  mountain  vil- 
lages are  inhabited  mostly  by  peasants.  About 
that  time  there  were  idle  rumors  floating  about 
among  these  simple  and  ignorant  people  of  for- 
eign spies — Austrian  and  others.  And  the  ap- 
pearance of  these  two  strangers,  blue-eyed  and 
light-haired,  inquiring  their  way  and  speaking 
Italian  with  a  foreign  accent,  somehow  aroused 
the  suspicions  of  these  excitable  rustics.  Scarce- 
ly had  our  pedestrians  left  behind  the  last  house 
of  the  village  when  a  group  of  peasants,  armed 
with  guns,  hailed  them  from  behind  and  ordered 
them  to  stop.  Umberton,  the  wiser  and  cooler 
of  the  two,  was  for  obeying  orders  and  surren- 
dering ;  but  Marks  became  nervous,  and  pre- 
ferred running  and  eluding  their  pursuit. 

"  Don't  run,  for  Heaven's  sake  I"  said  Umber- 
ton. "You  can't  escape  them.  Don't  you  see 
they  are  armed  with  guns?  Besides,  we  don't 
know  the  road  very  clearly." 

But  Marks  had  already  taken  to  his  heels, 
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and  some  of  the  contadini  were  pursuing  him. 
But  the  race  was  a  short  one.  One  of  the  peas- 
ants was  close  behind  him.  Marks  turned  and 
broke  his  cane  over  the  fellow's  head,  and  con- 
tinued to  run.  But  in  the  uncertain  moonlight 
lie  mistook  the  road,  and  rushed  upon  the  brink 
of  a  steep  precipice.  He  succeeded  in  catching 
hold  of  some  tufts  of  grass  on  the  edge ;  but 
while  he  was  holding  on  to  save  himself  from 
falling  one  of  his  pursuers  pelted  him  with  clods 
of  earth  till  he  was  obliged  to  relax  his  grasp, 
and  fell  sheer  down  fifty  feet.  (We  afterward 
measured  the  precipice  with  a  string.)  The 
contadini  rushed  below,  expecting  to  find  him 
dashed  to  pieces.  But  he  had  fortunately  fall- 
en in  a  soft  bank  of  mud,  and,  though  frightful- 
ly jarred  and  bruised,  escaped,  wonderful  to  say, 
without  having  one  bone  broken  or  dislocated ! 

In  the  mean  time  Umberton  was  conducted 
before  the  mayor  of  the  village,  and  closely  scru- 
tinized and  guarded.  His  can^-stool,  which  he 
carried  under  his  arm,  was  minutely  examined, 
as  if  it  were  some  infernal  machine.  As  it  did 
not  explode,  and  seemed,  on  the  whole,  harm- 
less, though  somewhat  mysterious,  it  was  re- 
turned to  him.  His  sketch-book  was  looked 
through,  and  this  also  passed  the  ordeal  and 
was  given  back  to  him.  The  mayor  was^for 
dismissing  him  and  letting  him  go  on  his  way 
rejoicing.  '  •  But  no,"  said  Umberton.  "  I  have 
been  arrested  unjustly,  and  I  demand  that  these 
fellows,  who  have  interrupted  a  peaceable  artist 
in  his  journey  homeward  and  subjected  him  to 
such  treatment,  be  called  to  account  for  their 
conduct." 

Any  further  prosecution  of  this  demand,  how- 
ever, was  cut  short  by  the  arrival  of  a  crowd  of 
men  and  boys,  in  the  midst  of  whom  was  a 
group  bearing  along  poor  Marks,  bruised  to  a 
mummy  by  his  fall,  and  groaning  with  pain. 
Things  now  looked  serious,  and  these  peasants 
who,  half  an  hour  since,  were  so  hostile,  vied 
with  one  another  in  their  attentions  to  the  In- 
glese  they  had  taken  for  a  Tedesco,  and  whom 
their  foolish  mistake  had  driven  to  such  a  teni- 
ble  accident.  Boor  Marks  was  taken  to  the 
only  house  in  the  village  where  travelers  could 
be  lodged.  A  rough  place  it  was ;  but  he  was 
put  into  the  best  room  that  could  be  afforded. 
There  he  had  tolerable  medical  attendance,  and 
his  friend  Umberton,  of  course,  remained  at  his 
bedside,  and  did  every  thing  for  him  that  a 
friend  could.  Early  the  next  day  a  note  from 
Umberton  was  put  into  my  hands  at  Olevano, 
saying  that  Marks  was  taken  sick  at  Kojate,  and 
requesting  me  to  accompany  his  Avife  thither 
immediately.  The  distance  was  about  four 
miles,  and  the  road  so  rocky  and  steep  that 
only  foot-passengers,  and  mules,  and  donkeys 
could  pass  over  it.  One  of  the  latter  animals 
was  got  ready  for  Mrs.  Marks,  and  she  set  off 
under  my  protection  and  guidance,  and  reached 
Rojate  about  noon.  I  shall  never  forget  her 
painful  anxiety  during  that  ride,  or  rather  climb, 
over  the  mountains ;  for  none  of  us  knew  what 
had  occurred.  Poor  Marks  was  in  a  bad  enough 
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condition.  His  wife  staid  and  nursed  him  for 
weeks.  Sometimes  others  of  our  party  went 
over  and  relieved  her.  After  a  long  time  he 
slowly  recovered.  Meantime  the  mayor  and 
dignitaries  of  the  village  waited  upon  him  in 
due  form,  and  presented  a  formal  apology  in 
behalf  of  the  deluded  Contadini.  But  I  never 
heard  of  any  pecuniary  reparation  being  made. 

If  there  was  a  time  during  the  year  when  the 
Cafe'  Greco  seemed  particularly  black  and  dingy, 
and  in  fact  quite  unendurable,  it  was  during  the 
bright  seasoji  of  the  carnival — that  season  of  the 
early  spring  (for  in  Rome  spring  begins  in  Feb- 
ruary) when  the  gray  old  city  flushed  for  a  few 
days  like  a  cactus  plant  into  unwonted  bloom 
and  splendor — when  the  streets  were  gay  with 
flowers  ;  when  the  old  Corso  was  misty  from  one 
end  to  the  other  with  a  rain  of  bouquets  and  a 
snow  of  confetti,  and  gay  maskers  shouting, 
whirled  by  in  carriages,  or  threaded  the  crowd 
in  front,  when  all  the  bright  eyes  of  Rome,  grand 
ladies,  and  brown  Contadine  grouped  in  human 
bouquets  of  surpassing  color  and  bloom,  in  bal- 
conies and  stalls,  and  all  was  mad  frolic  and 
revelry.  Ah  !  then  the  poor  Greco  was  scorned, 
and  lay  beneath  our  feet  like  an  old  smoked-out 
pipe.  The  goddess  Flora  was  in  the  ascendant. 
Her  worshipers  were  not  those  ignoble  Grecians 
who  lingered  in  the  old  den  over  their  coffee 
and  their  tobacco.  They  were  out  in  the  open 
air,  in  their  blouses  and  masks,  their  pockets 
rammed  with  confetti,  their  hands  full  of  nose- 
gays of  the  early  spring. 

Not  till  the  joyous  flame  of  those  nine  days 
is  spent,  and  the  grim  Lent  throws  its  gray  veil 
of  ashes  over  Rome,  making  all  grayer  than  ever, 
are  you  content  to  enter  the  Greco  again.  Per- 
haps you  go  back  with  a  hearty  good-will,  think- 
ing you  have  had  too  much  of  a  good  thing.  The 
sameness  of  splendor  has  wearied  you,  and  you 
put  your  head  into  the  old  dingy  tabernacle  as 
a  converted  voluptuary  does  into  a  monastery 
and  a  monk's  cowl. 

Well,  we  have  traveled  back  to  the  Greco,  as 
old  smokers  go  back  to  their  black  meerschaums. 
But  after  the  brilliant  flowery  carnival  and  its 
whirl  of  pleasures,  how  can  we  enter  the  old 
den  again,  except  by  a  series  of  chromatic  mod- 
ulations? We  will  not.  Dingy,  dark,  smoky, 
old  coffee-house,  now  more  forlorn  than  ever, 
now  after  the  gay  Saturnalia  of  Flora,  and  the 
Queen  of  Candy  ;  now  since  so  many  of  the  old 
familiar  faces  have  gone,  and  when  even  Rome, 
with  all  its  cherished  antiquities  and  histories, 
with  all  its  poetic  nnd  artistjc  dreams,  no  longer 
seems  quite  what  it  was,  when  you  and  I,  O 
friends  of  other  days !  were  then  together. 

So  at  the  door  of  the  Greco  we  say  farewell. 
Farewell  to  Rome  and  the  carnival ;  to  St.  Pe- 
ter's and  the  Vatican  ;  to  the  beautiful  desola- 
tion of  the  Campagna!  Farewell  to  the  light 
of  otlier  days !  Farewell  to  poor  Pio  Nono  and 
his  detested  Government ;  for  whose  overthrow 
we  join  in  the  great,  unceasing  prayer  of  this 
hopeful,  young  Italian  nation  ! 
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A  LANCASHIRE  DOXOLOGY. 

"Some  cotton  has  lately  been  imported  into  Farringdon,  where  the  mills  have  been  closed  for  a  considerable  time. 
The  people,  who  were  previously  in  tlie  deepest  distress,  went  out  to  meet  the  cotton:  the  women  wept  over  the  baks 
and  kissed  them,  and  finally  sang  the  Doxology  over  them." — Sijectator  oi  May  14. 

"  "pRATSE  God  froyi  whom  all  blessings  flow,"      We  women,  when  afflictions  come, 
JL     Praise  Him  who  sendeth  joy  and  woe.  We  only  suffer  and  are  dumb. 


The  Lord  who  takes— the  Lord  who  gives, 
0  praise  Him,  all  that  dies,  and  lives. 

He  opens  and  He  shuts  his  hand, 
Jiut  why,  we  can  not  understand : 
Pours  and  dries  up  his  mercies'  flood, 
And  3'et  is  still  All-perfect  Good. 

We  fathom  not  the  miglity  plan, 
The  mystery  of  God  and  man  ; 


And  Avhen,  the  tempest  passing  by. 
He  gleams  out,  sun-like,  tlirough  our  sky. 
We  look  up,  and  through  black  clouds  riven, 
We  recognize  the  smile  of  Heaven. 

Ours  is  no  wisdom  of  the  wise. 
We  have  no  deep  philosophies : 
Childlike  we  take  both  kiss  and  rod, 
For  he  A\ho  lovcth  knoweth  God. 

Dinah  Mauia  Mul<>civ. 
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"  T)  OAT,  gentlemen  ?     It  will  do  you  a  deal 

_0  of  good,  Mr.  Fred ;  and  you  too,  Mr. 
Wood,"  said  old  Dan,  coming  across  the  beach 
to  where  we  were  lying. 

"I  can't  go  to-day,"  answered  Wood.  "I 
have  a  confounded  engagement.  Shall  you  go, 
Astley  ?" 

"  Yes,  I  think  so,"  I  said,  looking  at  the  sea, 
which,  just  stirred  by  a  slight  breeze,  rippled  and 
danced  in  the  sunlight. 

"All  right,  then.  I  shall  have  to  bolt  in  a  min- 
ute.   What  an  awful  row  there  is  this  morning!" 


"The  beach  is  very  full.  Sir,"  said  Dan; 
"and  see,  you  are  in  the  middle  of  the  crowd." 

We  were  not  far  from  the  bathing  machines; 
and  on  every  side  of  us  were  groups  of  people, 
laughing,  talking,  flirting — all  supremely  merry, 
and  not  over-careful  about  modulating  the  tones 
of  their  voices.  The  man  with  the  guitar  ap- 
peared to  be  the  only  person  on  the  whole  beach 
who  was  not  making  a  noise.  lie,  poor  fellow, 
had  broken  one  of  the  strings  of  his  instrument, 
and  was  sitting  by  himself,  disconsolately,  try- 
ing to  mend  it.     A  family  of  foreign  minstrels 
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had  settled  themselves  in  front  of  the  lapidary's 
shop,  and  the  eldest  boy  was  singing  an  Italian 
song,  doing  his  utmost  to  make  himself  heard. 
He  was,  I  own,  singing  under  difficulties.  The 
laughter  of  the  bathers  and  the  buzz  of  the  talk- 
ers hardly  conduced  to  render  his  voice  the  more 
audible ;  while  the  old  bells  of  St.  Augustine's 
cliurch  on  the  cliff"  above  were  ringing  a  loud 
wedding  peal. 

"In  the  middle  of  the  infernal  regions,  I 
should  say.  I  never  heard  such  a  horrid  Babel 
in  my  life,''  muttered  Wood,  as  he  stalked  off", 
and  I  went  to  the  boat. 

"  I  expected  that  you  would  come,  Mr.  Fred," 
said  old  Dan.  He  always  called  me  Mr.  Fred. 
We  had  been  great  friends  ever  since  he  gave 
me  my  first  lesson  in  rowing,  when  I  was  a  very 
little  fellow.  I  believe  I  took  to  him  then  won- 
derfully ;  and  since  that  time  he  had  never  seem- 
ed to  me  to  have  changed  nor  to  have  grown 
older.  He  always  was,  as  far  back  as  I  could 
remember,  the  same  sturdy,  broad-shouldered 
man,  with  the  same  bronzed  face,  and  the  same 
clear,  keen,  gray  eye.  He  had  been  for  several 
years  on  board  a  man-of-war,  but  he  was  not  a 
great  talker  on  any  subject,  and  never,  I  be- 
lieve, spoke  of  his  younger  days.  A  superan- 
nuated, half-witted  veteran,  who  lived  in  the 
town,  declared  that  he  was  with  Dan  Baker  on 
board  the  Etna.  But  the  veteran  knew  nothing 
about  Dan's  history,  and  Dan  himself  never  told 
it  to  any  one.  There  was  something  in  it  he 
evidently  wished  to  conceal,  and  the  odd  name 
of  his  boat,  The  Faithless  Maid,  was  the  only 
ground  on  which  curious  people  could  build. 
He  was,  in  spite  of  his  taciturnity,  a  great  fa- 
vorite with  us  young  fellows.  We  had  christen- 
ed him  Cato ;  he  seemed  to  have  such  a  kin- 
dred spirit  to  the  great  Roman  censor.  He  was 
so  unyielding  and  exact ;  so  frugal  in  his  diet, 
never  drinking  any  thing  but  water,  eating  very 
little,  and  never  smoking.  He  always  gave  one 
the  impression,  when  he  spoke,  that  he  had  a 
vast  amount  of  knowledge  in  him,  but  which  he 
was  unwilling  to  impart  to  others.  He  talked 
very  slowly,  bringing  out  each  word  with  the 
greatest  deliberation,  as  though  he  chewed  and 
digested  it  well  mentally  before  uttering  it.  But 
he  was  a  good  boatman,  and  was  much  sought 
after  by  the  people  who  were  accustomed  to 
make  use  of  the  pleasure-boats  at  Cliffgate. 

"Strange  scenes  in  these  boats  sometimes, 
Mr.  Fred,"  the  old  fellow  said,  suddenly,  after 
he  had  pulled  for  some  minutes  without  speaking. 

"Ah,  I  suppose  so,"  I  answered,  carelessly, 
and  without  thinking  what  I  said.  My  thoughts 
were  just  then  turned  upon  a  bet  I  had  made, 
and  which  had  happened  rather  oddly.  It  was 
between  six  of  us :  Ned  Darwell,  Wood,  Lucas 
and  one  of  his  cousins,  Andrews,  and  myself. 
And  he  who  shook  hands  first  with  a  certain 
young  lady  was  to  win  the  stakes.  Ned  called 
my  attention  to  her  as  we  were  walking  in  the 
Rose  Gardens,  listening  to  the  band. 

"By  Jove!"  he  said,  nipping  my  arm, 
"  there's  a  jolly  girl." 


She  had  very  dark  hair  and  eyes,  which  were 
rendered  the  more  attractive  by  a  bewitching 
little  mauve  hat,  with  a  white  veil  tied  behind 
in  a  bow.  She  was  rather  tall  and  slight,  but 
very  graceful ;  and  her  little  feet  as  they  peep- 
ed out  every  now  and  then  from  under  her  mus- 
lin dress — for  the  grass  was  rather  damp,  and 
the  dress  had  to  be  held  up — seemed  perfection. 
She  was  accompanied  by  an  old,  soldierly-look- 
ing gentleman,  and  a  young  fellow,  of  about 
twenty-two  or  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was 
walking  by  her  other  side. 

"Wiioisshe?"  I  asked. 

"I  don't  know,"  answered  Ned.  "Some new 
importation.  Hullo !  here's  Lucas  ;  he  is  sure 
to  know.  I  say,  Lucas,  my  boy,  who  is  that 
dark  girl  with  the  hat?" 

"Oh,  hang  the  girl  with  the  rum-shaped  hat ! 
She's  Letitia  Turner.  Every  body  knows  her 
ugly  phiz." 

"No ;  th'^  one  with  the  mauve  hat  and  white 
veil.  There!  man  alive!  can't  you  see?  There! 
just  turning  round  at  the  end  of  the  walk." 

"Don't  know  her  at  all,"  said  the  other.  "Do 
you,  John  ?"  he  asked,  turning  to  his  cousin. 

"Never  saw  her  before,"  said  the  cousin. 
"But  she's  awfully  swell." 

Then  Wood  and  Andrews  strolled  up.  They 
asked  us  the  very  question  we  were  going  to 
ask  them;  so  we  discovered  that  the  young  lady 
was  a  perfect  stranger  to  us  all.  Whereupon 
Lucas  undertook  to  rout  her  out,  as  he  called  it, 
and  tell  us. 

"I  say,  Lucas,"  said  Ned,  who  was  rather 
jealous  of  the  ascendency  Lucas  had  gained 
over  us  in  the  honor  of  finding  out  and  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  different  young  ladies,  "I'll 
bet  you  any  thing  you  like  that  I'll  shake  hands 
with  her  before  you  will.  There,  Lucas,  ray 
boy,  there's  a  fair  bet  for  you." 

"Done!"  cried  Lucas. 

Then  Wood  chimed  in.  "So  will  I,  that 
I'll  shake  hands  before  either  of  you." 

And  then  the  rest  came  forward,  each  willing 
to  make  the  same  offer. 

So  the  bet  was  made  ;  and  it  was  about  it  that 
I  was  thinking  when  Dan  spoke  to  me. 

"Very  strange  scenes,"  he  said  again,  nod- 
ding at  me  over  his  oars.  I  suppose  the  ex- 
pression had  been  well  digested  and  proved 
wholesome,  so  he  repeated  it.  "They  say  a 
cabman  could  tell  a  good  deal,"  he  continued, 
still  nodding.  "But  bless  you.  Sir,  what  can 
they  see  or  hear?  There  they  sit,  flogging 
their  poor  horses,  while  the  people  are  behind 
them,  shut  up  in  a  rattling,  rackety  thing. 
They  can't  hear,  Sir.  How  can  they?  Now 
we,  you  see,  Mr.  Fred,  when  we  come  forward 
like  this,  we  could  almost  kiss  the  people,  much 
more  hear  what  they  say."  To  prove  his  asser- 
tion, old  Dan  suited  liis  action  to  his  words,  and 
bent  over  his  oars,  leaning  forward  as  far  as 
he  could.  Having  finished  his  long  speech,  he 
nodded  again  mysteriously,  as  if  to  say,  "  There, 
I  have  enlightened  you  quite  enough  for  one 
day,"  and  then  pulled  on  again. 


OUR  BET. 


513 


As  he  seemed  inclined  to  be  silent,  and  did 
not  speak,  my  thoughts  gradually  reverted  to 
our  bet.  Lucas  had  told  us  that  the  young 
lady  Avas  Miss  Leith,  that  the  old  gentleman 
was  Major  Leith,  and  that  they  and  Mr.  Henry 
Leith  were  living  at  6  Marine  Gardens.  But 
that  was  not  an  introduction,  and  "I  see  no 
chance  of  getting  one,"  he  said  to  me,  ruefully. 
All  his  numerous  cousins  had  proved  perfectly 
useless  on  this  occasion.  Among  us  Ned  had 
been  the  most  lucky.  Miss  Leith  had  bowed 
and  thanked  him  when  he  picked  up  a  book 
which  she  dropped  upon  the  Parade.  I  came 
second.  In  passing  once  I  was  honored  witli  a 
second  look.  The  rest  were  nowhere  ;  and  just 
a  week  had  elapsed  since  we  made  the  bet.  Up 
to  the  present  time  Miss  Leith  had  been  invin- 
cible, though  we  had  all  done  our  utmost  to 
obtain  an  introduction.  Not  that  any  of  us 
cared  for  the  stakes ;  they  were  trifling  enough  ; 
but  there  was  a  spirit  of  emulation  at  work  with- 
in us  for  the  honor  of  the  first  shake  of  the  hand 
of  the  young  lady.  The  more  difficult  it  became 
the  more  eager  we  all  were  to  win  it.  We  had 
found  out  that  nobody  in  the  town  knew  her, 
so  we  were  thrown  upon  our  own  resources. 

She  went  down  to  the  beach  every  morning 
when  it  was  fine,  and  walked  upon  the  Parade 
in  the  afternoon ;  but  was  always  accompanied 
by  either  her  father  or  Mr.  Henry  Leith.  Wheth- 
er Mr.  Henry  Leith  was  her  brother  or  her  cous- 
in, and  in  the  latter  case  her  lover,  we  could  not 
find  out.     But  we  put  him  down  for  a  brother. 

We  had  told  Dan  about  our  bet,  and  he  had 
promised  to  help  us  if  he  could.  That,  perhaps, 
was  the  chief  reason  why  I  seized  the  opportu- 
nity of  having  him  to  myself  for  an  hour. 

"  Seen  Miss  Leith,  Dan  ?" 

The  old  fellow  shook  his  head.  "Heard  she 
was  fond  of  pulling,  though,"  he  said,  after  a 
short  time. 

"Oh,  indeed!"  I  answered,  as  a  thought 
struck  me.  "  I  say,  Dan,  I  shall  want  your 
boat  for  two  or  three  hours  a  day  for  the  next 
week  or  so." 

Now  Dan  had  been  in  the  habit  of  lending 
me  his  boat,  because  he  knew  that  I  could  pull 
and  manage  it  properly.  I  did  not  anticipate 
any  trouble  in  getting  it,  so  I  was  surprised 
when  he  appeared  to  hesitate. 

"What  are  you  going  to  do  with  i't.  Sir, 
may  I  ask  ?" 

"Never  you  mind,  Dan.  You  lend  mc  the 
boat.  What  I  do  with  it  is  nothing  to  you ; 
that  is,  as  long  as  I  don't  damage  it." 

"You  are  right,  Sir.     You  shall  have  it." 

He  smiled  as  he  spoke,  and  I  could  easily  see 
that  he  guessed  for  what  purpose  I  wanted  the 
boat.  However,  he  said  nothing  till  the  hour 
was  up.  Then,  as  I  was  getting  out,  he  called 
me  by  my  name,  and  said  in  a  low  tone : 

"I  have  known  you  now  for  a  long  time, 
Mr.  Fred.  Do  mind  what  you  arc  about.  Sir. 
Young  women  arc  changeable  creatures.  I 
should  not  like  you  to  be  taken  in." 

His  voice  was  so  sad,  and  his  old  bronzed  Hice 


looked  so  troubled,  that  I  knew  he  was  speaking 
from  experience — perhaps  from  some  bitter  les- 
son he  had  learned  in  his  youth,  and  which  in 
some  way  accounted  for  the  odd  name  of  his 
boat. 

" Come,  old  Cato,"  I  said,  "it  is  only  to  win 
the  bet ;  I  am  not  in  loA^e  with  the  young  lady. 
See  you  to-morrow.     Ta-ta." 

The  next  morning,  according  to  our  agree- 
ment, Dan  brought  the  boat  round  to  the  part 
of  the  beach  nearest  to  my  house.  I  did  not 
live  in  the  town,  but  some  ten  minutes'  walk 
from  it,  along  the  cliff;  and  there  was  a  path 
from  the  house  down  to  the  beach.  He  found 
me  there,  dressed  in  an  old  boating-suit,  with 
my  face  hid  as  much  as  possible  by  a  large 
slouching  hat.  I  was  then  twenty-four,  but 
looked  a  little  older,  and  I  meant  in  this  dis- 
guise to  lay  siege  to  Miss  Leith. 

"Be  careful,  Mr.  Fred,"  were  the  only  words 
he  said  as  we  exchanged  places ;  and  then  I 
pulled  leisurely  to  where  the  visitors  generally 
resorted.  How  all  this  would  help  me  to  ob- 
tain an  introduction  I  was  not  quite  clear  ;  but 
I  was,  to  tell  the  truth,  jealous  of  her  having 
spoken  to  Ned,  and  I  thought  that,  at  any  rate, 
I  should  be  able,  in  my  capacity  of  boatman,  to 
get  a  word  from  her.  I  had  also  a  hazy  idea 
that  I  might  possibly  give  her  hand  a  little 
shake  as  I  helped  her  out  of  the  boat,  if  ever  I 
were  fortunate  enough  to  persuade  her  to  come 
in.  I  thought  that  it  would  be  extremely  agree- 
able to  sit  opposite  to  her  for  an  hour,  hearing 
her  talk,  and  almost  near  enough  to  kiss  her, 
as  Dan  said,  whenever  I  leaned  forward. 

"Boat  this  morning,  Sir?"  I  said,  as  I  pull- 
ed past  the  place  where  Miss  Leith  and  her 
brother  were  sitting, 

"Not  this  morning,  thank  you,"  he  answer- 
ed. 

Lucas  had  heard  me,  and  looked  up,  but  did 
not  seem  to  recognize  either  me  or  my  voice, 
and  that  emboldened  me.  Then  the  Major 
came  down  with  his  paper,  and  Mr.  Leith  left 
them  for  his  morning  bath.  I  saw  him  plunge 
in  and  swim  out  to  sea;  and  as  I  wanted  to 
follow  his  example  I  determined  to  jiull  home 
and  change  my  clothes. 

"  Well,  I  will  have  one  more  try,"  I  thought, 
"  as  I  have  to  pass  the  Major.  Perhaps  he  may 
like  to  go." 

When  I  came  up  to  him  he  had  put  down 
the  paper,  and  was  watching  his  son  througli  a 
field-glass.  Miss  Leith  was  sitting  at  his  feet, 
sketching  and  talking  to  him. 

' '  I  am  afraid  Harry  is  going  out  too  far, 
Helen,"  I  heard  him  say. 

"But  he  is  such  a  capital  swimmer,  papa. 
Where  is  lie  now  ?"  She  then  closed  her  sketch- 
book and  stood  by  his  side,  looking  across  the 
sunny  water  for  her  brother.  - 

"  There  !  That  little  black  speck  is  his  head. 
He  is  coming  back  now." 

"Oh,  what  a  way  he  is  out!  Oh,  papa! 
what  is  the  matter?"  she  said,  as  a  strong  cry 
from  Mr.  Leith  readied  her  cars. 


514 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


"Nothing,  nothing.  Keep  still,  girl,"  he 
said,  beckoning  to  me.  In  a  minute  he  had 
scrambled  into  the  boat,  and  we  had  left  the 
beach. 

"rail,  man!  He  has  got  the  cramp!  A 
hundred  pounds  if  you  reach  him  before  he 
sinks!  Harry!  Harry  !"  he  bawled  out,  "keep 
up.  Oh,  my  boy !  for  God's  sake  keep  up ! 
Pull  with  your  left.  Now  you  are  straight. 
Pull  both.     Hard!" 

I  have  often  rowed  in  a  race,  but  I  never 
pulled  with  such  a  will  as  I  did  on  that  day. 
The  boat  was  the  best  in  Cliffgate  ;  and  it  seem- 
ed to  fly  over  the  water  as  I  put  all  my  strength 
and  weight  into  each  stroke.  I  have  just  a  dim 
recollection  of  seeing  crowds  upon  the  beach 
running  about,  while  the  Major  stood  in  the 
stern,  without  moving  or  speaking,  watching 
his  sinking  son. 

"Oh,  my  God,  he  is  down!"  burst  from  the 
old  gentleman  as  he  sank  backward  upon  the 
seat  and  covered  his  face  with  his  hands. 

I  can  remember  dropping  the  oars  and  tear- 
ing off  my  hat  and  boots.  As  I  turned  round 
I  saw,  scarce  six  yards  from  the  head  of  the 
boat,  a  hand  rise,  then  a  head — it  was  his  last 
struggle — and  then  both  went  down  together. 
A  moment  afterward  I  was  in  the  water,  catch- 
ing hold  of  something  large  and  white,  and 
rising  with  it  to  the  surface.  How  I  found  it  I 
don't  know ;  but  I  knew  that  it  was  the  young 
man.  I  felt  his  arms  cling  to  my  neck  and  his 
weight  pull  me  down.  I  could  swim  well ;  and 
as  my  head  rose  above  the  water,  and  I  saw  the 
glorious  bright  sun,  my  love  of  earth  seemed  so 
strong,  and  the  thought  of  death  so  terrible, 
that  I  struggled  hard  to  keep  afloat.  But  my 
clothes  were  thick  and  impeded  my  limbs.  His 
arms  were  tightly  clasped  round  my  neck,  and 
his  dead  weight  was  pulling,  for  ever  pulling 
me  down. 

Then  something  dark  came  between  me  and 
the  light ;  and  the  old  boat,  with  the  Major  in 
it,  glided  past  almost  at  arm's-length.  I  made 
a  clutch — a  rope  was  trailing  in  the  water — and 
as  I  caught  it  and  pulled  myself  with  my  bur- 
den to  the  side  I  heard  the  shout  from  the 
beach,  and  felt  the  Major's  hand  unclasping  his 
son's  arms  from  my  neck. 

"  I'll  hold  him  ;  you  get  in  at  the  other  side. 
Come,  that's  well  done,"  he  said,  as  we  lifted 
Mr.  Leith  into  the  boat.  "Now  you  row  in, 
and  I'll  soon  bring  him  to." 

It  was  not  the  first  time,  as  I  afterward  learn- 
ed, that  the  Major  had  helped  to  resuscitate  a 
half-drowned  person.  He  knew  exactly  what 
to  do;  and  under  his  skillful  treatment  his  son 
opened  his  eyes  before  we  reached  the  shore. 

"  I  must  dress  him  before  I  can  convey  hira 
home,"  said  the  Major. 

So  I  took  them  to  the  young  fellow's  ma- 
chine, and  then  pulled  away,  partly  to  change 
my  clotlies  and  partly  to  avoid  being  known. 
I  succeeded  in  the  latter,  even  better  than  I  had 
hoped  ;  for  when  I  met  the  Major  and  his  dairgh- 
ter  on  the  Parade  in  the  afternoon  thev  did  not 


recognize  me.  I  had  left  my  slouching  hat  at 
home,  and  my  hair  and  whiskers  were  not  then 
plastered  to  my  face  with  water.  I  also  found 
out  that  nobody  had  noticed  me  in  the  morning. 
So  I  determined  to  play  on  my  new  character 
of  boatman.  Whereupon,  the  next  day  assum- 
ing the  old  disguise,  I  went  forth  again  in  search 
of  fresh  adventures. 

"  Oh  !  there  he  is,  papa,"  Miss  Leith  said,  as 
I  passed. 

"Ah!  so  he  is.  Here,  my  man,  we  will  go 
for  a  pull  to-day.  How  are  you  this  morning? 
Caught  no  cold  yesterday,  I  hope  ?" 

"By  Jove !  I  don't  know  how  to  thank  you,'' 
said  Mr,  Henry,  shaking  my  hand  as  soon  as  he 
was  in  the  boat.  "  But  I  want  to  have  a  jaw 
with  you  some  time." 

Then  the  Major,  muttering  some  thanks,  held 
out  his  hand  ;  and  Miss  Leith  gave  me  her 
brightest  smile,  which  I  prized  more  tiian  all. 

"How  strange,  papal"  she  said,  reading  the 
name  of  the  boat.  "You  know  Miss  Hemery 
told  us  to  have  this  one  before  we  came." 

"Bless  me,  yes!  I  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  you,  Mr.  Baker.  I  heard  that  you  were 
very  sober,  and  very  respectable,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing.  It  seems  to  me,  too,  that  you 
were  not  always  a  boatman,"  he  said,  glancing 
at  my  hands,  which  were  rather  whiter  than 
the  flippers  of  the  &ons  of  Neptune  usually  are. 
"  So,  if  you  like  to  give  up  this  sort  of  life,  why, 
I'll  take  care  that  you  always  have  a  snug  roof 
over  your  head." 

I  thanked  him  very  much  ;  but  I  told  him 
that  I  liked  my  life  very  well.  In  fiict  I  was 
fairly  stumped  as  to  what  to  say.  I  felt  half  in- 
clined to  laugh  at  being  taken  for  old  Dan  ;  and 
yet  I  felt  that  the  Major  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  continue  in  his  mistake. 

"You  seem  very  young  to  be  such  a  hermit. 
Come,  you  must  marry.  I  will  find  you  a  wife, 
and  keep  her  well  too." 

"Yes,  you  must  forget  the  Faithless  Maid 
now,"  said  Miss  Leith,  smiling  again.  I  sup- 
pose she  had  heard  some  of  the  conjectures  about 
Dan's  life. 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  be  inquisitive,"  the  Major 
said,  "but  I  can  not  bear  to  see  a  young  man 
like  you,  and  one,  too,  who  is  so  superior  to 
this  sort  of  work,  settling  down  to  such  a  life. 
Remember  what  we  owe  to  you.  Will  you  not 
tell  me  your  trouble?  I  may  be  able  to  help 
you ;  and  I  swear  I  won't  spare  money  or  trou- 
ble to  make  you  happy." 

Although,  of  course,  I  did  not  want  any  pe- 
cuniary help,  his  kind  war  in  offering  it,  and 
the  fatherly  manner  in  which  he  put  his  hand 
upon  my  shoulder  as  I  bent  forward,  made  me 
ashamed  of  the  trick  I  had  played  upon  him. 
He  must  sooner  or  later  find  it  out ;  and  I  won- 
dered within  myself,  as  I  leaned  over  the  oars, 
looking  down,  with  his  hand  upon  my  shoulder, 
whether  he  would  then  be  so  kind  as  now. 

"I  should  like  to  see  you  privately  to-mor- 
row, Sir,"  I  said,  putting  off  the  time  as  long  as 
I  could. 
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'•  Very  well,  then.  Come  in  the  morning 
at  eleven — G  Marine  Gardens.  Ask  for  Major 
Leith." 

I  promised  to  do  so,  and  nothing  more  was 
said  about  it  during  our  pull. 

"  Good-by!"  said  Mr.  Henry,  when  he  was  on 
the  beach.  "The  governor  has  had  all  the  talk 
lo-day ;  but  I  shall  see  you  again  soon." 

'*  Good-by!"  said  Miss  Leith,  with  a  nod,  as 
her  brother  helped  her  out.      "Good-by  !" 

"I  wonder  if  she  will  nod  and  smile,"  I 
thought,  "when  she  finds  out  who  I  am.  I 
shall  be  certain  to  see  her  again  this  afternoon 
at  the  band;  but  she  won't  know  me  without 
this  hat.  I'll  risk  it  at  any  rate.  What  a  jolly 
smile  she  has !" 

Though  I  did  not  expect  to  be  recognized,  I 
had,  while  dressing,  sundry  qualms  about  going; 
and  when  the  time  came  for  me  to  start  I  was 
sitting  in  the  window,  still  hesitating.  I  had  just 
decided  that  I  would  not  go,  when  Ned  walked 
up  the  garden  and  stepped  into  the  room. 

"Well,  old  fellow,  you'll  be  late,"  he  said, 
tapping  my  knees  with  his  stick.  "Don't  be  so 
idle.      Come  along." 

"  I  am  not  going,  Ned," 

"  Not  going !  A¥hy  not  ?  Miss  Leith  is  sure 
to  be  there.  Ah  !  I  see.  You  find  it's  no  good 
struggling  against  me.  I  respect  your  sense  of 
discrimination ;  but  I  can't  walk  there  without 
eomebody.     Just  come  to  keep  me  company." 

So  I  took  his  arm,  and  we  strolled  together 
into  the  Rose  Gardens. 

"There's  that  swell  girl  I  met  last  night,"  he 
said.  "Lucas  will  be  at  her  side  in  a  minute 
if  I  don't  look  out.     Ta-ta." 

Dropping  ray  arm,  he  raised  his  hat  to  the 
young  lady,  and  then  walked  oft'  by  her  side 
just  as  Lucas  came  up. 

"I  don't  think  Miss  Leith  is  here,"  said  Lu- 
cas to  me ;  "  but  there  is  Letitia  Tiu'ner  at  the 
other  end,  looking  such  an  awful  fright." 

Letitia,  who  was  the  wrong  side  of  thirty^  hon- 
ored me,  when  we  met,  with  a  most  gracious  bow. 
She  certainly  did  look,  as  Lucas  said,  "an  aw- 
ful fright;"  and  while  I  was  admiring  the  gor- 
geousness  of  her  "get-up,"  I  awkwardly  trod 
upon  the  dress  of  a  lady  who  was  sitting  down. 

"I  beg  your  pardon,"  I  said,  turning  round 
and  raising  my  hat. 

It  was  Miss  Leith ;  and  I  saw  in  a  moment, 
from  the  blush  that  colored  her  cheeks,  that  I 
was  recognized.  It  was  my  voice,  I  knew,  that 
had  betrayed  me ;  but  I  walked  on  till  I  came 
to  the  railings  that  bounded  the  gardens.  There 
was  no  gate  at  the  side  where  I  was,  or  I  should 
have  gone  out ;  and  the  nearest  one  was  exactly 
opposite  the  seat  which  the  Leiths  occupied.  I 
waited  for  some  minutes,  looking  over  the  rail- 
ings, and  then  turned  round.  Standing  directly 
in  front  of  me  was  the  Major,  entirely  cutting 
off  all  means  of  retreat. 


"How  do  you,  Mr.  Baker?"  he  said,  with  a 
grin,  while  I  felt  rather  uncomfortable. 

Then  I  stammered  out  something,  apologiz- 
ing for  the  deceit  I  had  practiced  upon  him. 
"I  was  going  to  tell  you  to-morrow,"  I  said; 
"but  I  hope,  Sir,  that  you  will  not  think  the 
worse  of  me  for  it." 

"By  my  faith.  Sir,  that  I  won't.  I  thought 
this  morning  that  you  looked  a  devilish  gentle- 
man-like boatman,  and  said  so  to  my  daughter. 
It  is  I  who  have  to  apologize  for  calling  to  you 
yesterday  as  I  did  ;  but  I  had  not  time  to  look 
at  you.  I  only  saw  a  man  in  boatman's  clothes, 
and,  of  course,  took  you  for  one.  Give  me  your 
hand,"  he  said,  stretching  out  his  own,  and  then 
adding,  with  a  laugh,  "though  I  suppose  now 
you  will  not  want  me  to  put  a  roof  over  your 
head ;  yet  I  shall  always  be  heartily  glad  to  see 
you  under  mine.  By-the-by,  as  you  are  no  lon- 
ger Baker,  what  name  do  you  mean  to  assume 
now?" 

"Astley." 

"Well,  then,  Mr.  Astley,  I  hope  this  will  be 
the  beginning  of  a  long  friendship." 

' '  I  am  sure,  Sir,  nothing  will  give  me  greater 
pleasure." 

"  It  was  Baker's  boat,  though,  you  were  in  ?" 
he  said. 

''Yes— The  Fakhless  Maid:' 

"  Then,  as  I  live,  Baker  shall  have  the  wife 
and  the  cottage." 

"I  won't  answer  for  the  wife,"  I  said. 

"  Then  he  shall  have  the  cottage  without  her. 
He  shall  have  something.  I  will  go  and  find 
him  now.  You  come  with  me  and  I'll  introduce 
you." 

"My  daughter,  Mr. — I  beg  your  pardon,  I 
have  a  shocking  memory  for  names." 

"  Astley,"  I  suggested. 

"Mr.  Astley,"  he  said,  "the  amateur  boat- 
man." 

At  this  we  all  laughed,  and  Miss  Leith  blush- 
ed. Then  the  Major,  with  a  good  hearty  fare- 
well, left  us,^  and  went  on  his  errand. 

"I  caught  him,"  he  said,  when  he  returned. 
"He  has  consented,  after  a  slight  skirmish,  to 
live  with  me,  and  have  a  place  to  harbor  his  old 
hulk  in.  We  must  go  now,  Helen.  Private 
to-morrow  at  eleven,  eh,  Mr,  Astley?  Well,  I 
hope  I  shall  see  you  soon." 

"  Thank  you.  Major.      Good-by,  Miss  Leith." 

"  Good-by,  Mr.  Astley,"  she  said,  putting  out 
her  hand. 

Lucas  and  Ned,  who  were  wandering  about, 
passed  at  that  moment.  They  both  looked — 
the  envious  wretches — and  actually  scowled  at 
me  as  I  took  the  little  hand  and  shook  it. 

So  I  won  our  bet. 

And  besides  the  bet  I  won  also  that  which 
had  caused  it.  For  soon  afterward  JMiss  Leith 
gave  me  her  hand  "to  shake,"  as  she  herself 
said,  "as  often  as  ever  I  liked." 
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OUR   MUTUAL   FEIEND. 

BY  CHARLES  DICKENS. 

IN  FOUR  BOOKS. -BOOK  THE  FIRST.     THE  CUP  AND  THE  LIP. 


THE   BOFFIN   PKOGRESS.  — [SEE   CHAPTER   IX.] 


M 


CHAPTER  XI. 

PODSNAPPERT. 

R.  PODSNAP  was  well  to  do,  and  stood 
very  high  in  Mr.  Podsnap's  opinion.  Be- 
jj;inning  with  a  good  inheritance,  he  had  mar- 
ried a  good  inheritance,  and  had  thriven  ex- 
ceedingly in  tlic  Marine  Insurance  way, 'and 
was  quite  satisfied.  He  never  could  make  out 
why  every  body  was  not  quite  satisfied,  and  he 
felt  conscious  tliat  he  set  a  brilliant  social  ex- 


ample in  being  particularly  well  satisfied  with 
most  things,  and,  above  all  other  things,  with 
himself. 

Thus  happily  acquainted  with  his  own  merit 
and  importance,  Mr.  Podsnap  settled  that  what- 
ever he  put  behind  him  lie  put  out  of  existence. 
There  was  a  dignified  conclusiveness — not  to  add 
a  grand  convenience — in  this  way  of  getting  rid 
of  disagreeables  which  had  done  much  toward 
establishing  Mr.  Podsnap  in  his  lofty  place  in 
Mr.  Podsnap's  satisfaction.     "I  don't  want  to 
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know  about  it ;  I  don't  clioose  to  discuss  it ;  I 
don't  admit  it!"  Mr.  Podsnap  had  even  ac- 
quired a  peculiar  flourish  of  his  right  arm  in 
often  clearing  the  world  of  its  most  difficult 
problems,  by  sweeping  them  behind  him  (and 
oonse(juently  sheer  away)  with  those  words  and 
a  flushed  face.     For  they  affronted  him. 

Mr.  Podsn:vp's  world  was  not  a  very  large 
world,  morally;  no,  nor  even  geographically: 
seeing  that  although  his  business  was  sustained 
upon  commerce  with  other  countries,  he  consid- 
ered other  countries,  with  that  important  reser- 
vation, a  mistake,   and  of  their  manners   and 


customs  would  conclusively  observe,  "Not  En- 
glish!" when.  Presto!  with  a  flourish  of  the 
arm,  and  a  flush  of  the  face,  they  were  swept 
away.  Elsewise,  the  world  got  up  at  eight, 
shaved  close  at  a  quarter  past,  brcakfnstcd  at 
nine,  went  to  the  City  at  ten,  came  home  at 
half  past  five,  and  dined  at  seven.  Mr.  Pod- 
snap's  notions  of  the  Arts  in  their  integrity  might 
have  been  stated  thus:  Literature;  large  print, 
respectfully  descriptive  of  getting  up  at  eight, 
shaving  close  at  a  quarter  past,  breakfasting  at 
nine,  going  to  the  City  at  ten,  coming  home  at 
half  past  five,  and  dining  at  seven.     Painting 
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and  Sculpture ;  models  and  portraits  represent- 
ing Professors  of  getting  up  at  eiglit,  shaving 
close  at  a  quarter  past,  breakfasting  at  nine,  go- 
ing to  the  City  at  ten,  coming  home  at  half  past 
five,  and  dining  at  seven.  Music ;  a  respecta- 
ble performance  (without  variations)  on  stringed 
and  wind  instruments,  sedately  expressive  of 
getting  up  at  eight,  shaving  close  at  a  quarter 
l)ast,  breakfasting  at  nine,  going  to  the  City  at 
ten,  coming  home  at  half  past  five,  and  dining 
at  seven.  Nothing  else  to  be  permitted  to  those 
same  vagrants  the  Arts,  on  pain  of  excommuni- 
cation.    Nothing  else  To  Be — any  where! 

As  a  so  eminently  respectable  man,  Mr.  Pod- 
snap  was  sensible  of  its  being  required  of  him  to 
take  Providence  under  his  protection.  Conse- 
quently he  always  knew  exactly  what  Provi- 
dence meant.  Inferior  and  less  respectable  men 
miglit  fall  short  of  that  mark,  but  Mr.  Podsnap 
was  always  up  to  it.  And  it  was  very  remarka- 
ble (and  must  have  been  very  comfortable)  that 
what  Providence  meant  was  invariably  what 
Mr.  Podsnap  meant. 

These  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  articles 
of  a  faith  and  school  which  the  present  chapter 
takes  the  liberty  of  calling,  after  its  representa- 
tive man,  Podsnappery.  They  were  confined 
within  close  bounds,  as  Mr.  Podsnap's  own  head 
was  confined  by  his  shirt-collar  ;  and  they  were 
enunciated  with  a  sounding  pomp  that  smacked 
of  the  creaking  of  Mr.  Podsnap's  own  boots. 

There  was  a  Miss  Podsnap.  And  this  young 
rocking-horse  was  being  trained  in  her  mother's 
art  of  prancing  in  a  stately  manner  without 
ever  getting  on.  But  the  high  parental  action 
was  not  yet  imparted  to  her,  and  in  truth  she 
was  but  an  undersized  damsel,  with  high  shoul- 
ders, low  spirits,  chilled  elbows,  and  a  rasped 
surface  of  nose,  who  seemed  to  take  occasional 
frosty  peeps  out  of  childhood  into  womanhood, 
and  to  shrink  back  again,  overcome  by  her  mo- 
ther's head-dress  and  her  father  from  head  to 
foot — crushed  by  the  mere  dead-weight  of  Pod- 
snappery. 

A  certain  institution  in  Mr.  Podsnap's  mind 
which  he  called  "  the  young  person"  may  be 
considered  to  have  been  embodied  in  Miss  Pod- 
snap, his  daughter.  It  was  an  inconvenient  and 
exacting  institution,  as  requiring  every  thing  in 
the  universe  to  be  filed  down  and  fitted  to  it. 
The  question  about  every  thing  was,  would  it 
bring  a  blush  into  the  cheek  of  the  young  per- 
son ?  And  the  inconvenience  of  the  young  per- 
son was,  that,  according  to  Mr.  Podsnap,  she 
seemed  always  liable  to  burst  into  blushes  when 
there  was  no  need  at  all.  There  appeared  to  be 
no  line  of  demarkation  between  the  young  per- 
son's excessive  innocence  and  another  person's 
guiltiest  knowledge.  Take  Mr.  Podsnap's  word 
for  it,  and  the  soberest  tints  of  drab,  white,  lilac, 
and  gray,  were  all  flaming  red  to  this  trouble- 
some Bull  of  a  young  person. 

The  Podsnaps  lived  in  a  shady  angle  adjoin- 
ing Portman  Square.  They  were  a  kind  of  peo- 
ple certain  to  dwell  in  the  shade,  wherever  they 


dwelt.  Miss  Podsnap's  life  had  been,  from  her 
first  appearance  on  tiiis  ])lanet,  altogether  of  a 
shady  order;  for  Mr.  Podsnap's  young  person 
was  likely  to  get  little  good  out  of  association 
with  other  young  persons,  and  had  therefore 
been  restricted  to  companionship  with  not  very 
congenial  older  persons,  and  with  massive  fur- 
niture. Miss  Podsnap's  early  views  of  life  being 
principally  derived  from  the  reflections  of  it  in 
her  father's  boots,  and  in  the  walnut  and  rose- 
wood tables  of  the  dim  drawing-rooms,  and  in 
their  swarthy  giants  of  looking-glasses,  were  of 
a  sombre  cast ;  and  it  was  not  wonderful  that 
now,  when  she  was  on  most  days  solemnly 
tooled  through  the  Park  by  the  side  of  her  mo- 
ther in  a  great  tall  custard-colored  phaeton,  she 
showed  above  the  apron  of  that  vehicle  like  a  de- 
jected young  person  sitting  up  in  bed  to  take  a 
startled  look  at  things  in  general,  and  very 
strongly  desiring  to  get  her  head  under  the 
counterjjane  again. 

Said  Mr.  Podsnap  to  Mrs.  Podsnap,  "Geor- 
giana  is  almost  eighteen." 

Said  Mrs.  Podsnap  to  Mr.  Podsnap,  assenting, 
"Almost  eighteen." 

Said  Mr.  Podsnap  then  to  Mrs.  Podsnap, 
"Really  I  think  we  should  have  some  pcoide  on 
Georgi ana's  birthday." 

Said  Mrs.  Podsnap  then  to  Mr.  Podsnap, 
"Which  will  enable  us  to  clear  ofl^"  all  those 
people  who  are  due." 

So  it  came  to  pass  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pod- 
snap requested  the  honor  of  the  company  of  sev- 
enteen friends  of  their  souls  at  dinner ;  and  that 
they  substituted  other  friends  of  their  souls  for 
such  of  the  seventeen  original  friends  of  their 
souls  as  deeply  regretted  that  a  prior  engage- 
ment prevented  their  having  the  honor  of  dining 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Podsnap,  in  pursuance  of 
their  kind  invitation ;  and  that  Mrs.  Podsnap 
said  of  all  these  inconsolable  personages,  as  she 
checked  them  off  with  a  pencil  in  her  list, 
"Asked,  at  any  rate,  and  got  rid  of;"  and  that 
they  successfully  disposed  of  a  good  many  friends 
of  their  souls  in  this  way,  and  felt  their  con- 
sciences much  lightened. 

There  were  still  other  friends  of  their  souls 
who  were  not  entitled  to  be  asked  to  dinner,  but 
had  a  claim  to  be  invited  to  come  and  take  a 
haunch  of  mutton  vapor-bath  at  half  past  nine. 
For  the  clearing  ofi'  of  these  worthies,  Mrs.  Pod- 
snap added  a  small  and  early  evening  to  the 
dinner,  and  looked  in  at  the  music-shop  to  be- 
speak a  well-conducted  automaton  to  come  and 
play  quadrilles  for  a  carjiet  dance. 

Mv.  and  Mrs.  Veneering,  and  Mr.  and  INIrs. 
Veneering's  bran-new  bride  and  bridegroom, 
were  of  the  dinner  company ;  but  the  Podsnaj) 
establishment  had  nothing  else  in  common  with 
the  Veneerings.  Mr.  Podsnap  could  tolerate 
taste  in  a  mushroom  man  who  stood  in  need  of 
that  sort  of  thing,  but  was  far  above  it  himself. 
Hideous  solidity  was  the  characteristic  of  the 
Podsnap  plate.  Every  thing  was  made  to  look 
as  heavy  as  it  could,  and  to  take  u^)  as  much 
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room  as  possible.  Every  thing  said  boastfully, 
"Here  you  have  as  much  of  me  in  my  ugliness 
as  if  I  were  only  lead  ;  but  I  am  so  many  ounces 
of  precious  metal  worth  so  much  an  ounce;  — 
wouldn't  you  like  to  melt  me  down?"  A  cor- 
pulent straddling  epergne,  blotched  all  over  as 
if  it  had  broken  out  in  an  eruption  rather  than 
been  ornamented,  delivered  this  address  from 
an  unsightly  silver  platform  in  the  centre  of  the 
table.  Four  silver  wine-coolers,  each  furnished 
with  four  staring  heads,  each  head  obtrusively 
carrying  a  big  silver  ring  in  each  of  its  ears, 
conveyed  the  sentiment  up  and  down  the  table, 
and  handed  it  on  to  the  pot-bellied  silver  salt- 
cellars. All  the  big  silver  spoons  and  forks  wid- 
ened the  mouths  of  the  company  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  thrusting  the  sentiment  down 
their  throats  with  every  morsel  they  ate. 

The  majority  of  the  guests  were  like  the  plate, 
and  included  several  heavy  articles  weighing 
ever  so  much.  But  tliere  was  a  foreign  gentle- 
man among  them :  whom  Mr.  Podsnap  had  in- 
vited after  much  debate  with  himself — believing 
the  whole  European  continent  to  be  in  mortal 
alliance  against  the  young  person — and  there 
was  a  droll  disposition,  not  only  on  the  part  of 
]VIr.  Podsnap  but  of  every  body  else,  to  treat  him 
as  if  he  were  a  child  who  was  hard  of  hearing. 

As  a  delicate  concession  to  this  unfortunate- 
ly-born foreigner,  Mr.  Podsnap,  in  receiving  him, 
had  presented  his  wife  as  "Madame  Podsnap;" 
also  his  daughter  as  "Mademoiselle  Podsnap," 
with  some  inclination  to  add  "ma  fillc,"  in 
which  bold  venture,  however,  he  checked  him- 
self. The  Veneerings  being  at  that  time  the 
only  other  arrivals,  he  had  added  (in  a  conde- 
scendingly explanatory  manner),  "Monsieur 
Vey-nair-reeng,"  and  had  then  subsided  into 
English. 

"How  Do  You  Like  London?"  Mr.  Podsnap 
now  inquired  from  his  station  of  host,  as  if  he 
were  administering  something  in  the  nature  of 
a  powder  or  potion  to  the  deaf  child  ;  "  London, 
Londres,  London  ?" 

The  foreign  gentleman  admired  it. 

"  You  find  it  Very  Large  V  said  Mr.  Podsnap, 
spaciously. 

The  foreign  gentleman  found  it  very  large. 

"And  Very  Rich?" 

The  foreign  gentleman  found  it,  without 
doubt,  enormement  riche. 

"Enormously  Rich,  We  say,"  returned  Mr. 
Podsnap,  in  a  condescending  manner.  "Our 
English  adverbs  do  Not  terminate  in  Mong,  and 
We  Pronounce  the  '  ch'  as  if  there  were  a  '  t' 
before  it.     We  Say  Pitch." 

"  Reetch,"  remarked  the  foreign  gentleman. 

"And  Do  You  Find,  Sir,"  pursued  Mr.  Pod- 
snap, withdignity,  "Many  Evidences  that  Strike 
Tou,  of  our  British  Constitution  in  the  Streets 
Of  The  World's  Metropolis,  London,  Londres, 
London?" 

The  foreign  gentleman  begged  to  be  jjardoned, 
but  did  not  altogether  understand. 

"The  Constitution  Britannique,"  Mr.  Pod- 


snap explained,  as  if  he  were  teaching  in  an  in- 
fant school.  "  We  Say  British,  But  You  Say 
Britannique,  You  Know"  (forgivingly,  as  if  that 
were  not  his  fault).      "The  Constitution,  Sir." 

The  foreign  gentleman  said,  "Mais,  yees:  I 
know  eem." 

A  youngish  sallowish  gentleman  in  spectacles, 
with  a  lumpy  forehead,  seated  in  a  supplement- 
ary chair  at  a  corner  of  the  table,  here  caused  a 
profound  sensation  by  saying,  in  a  raised  voice, 
"  EsKER,"  and  then  stopping  dead. 

"Mais  oui,"  said  the  foreign  gentleman,  turn- 
ing toward  him.     "Est-ce-que?     Quoidonc?" 

But  the  gentleman  with  the  lum})y  forehead 
having  for  the  time  delivered  himself  of  all  that 
he  found  behind  his  lumps,  spake  for  the  time 
no  more. 

"I  Was  Inquiring,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap,  re- 
suming the  thread  of  his  discourse,  "  Whether 
You  Have  Observed  in  our  Streets  as  We  should 
say.  Upon  our  Pavvy  as  You  would  say,  any 
Tokens—" 

The  foreign  gentleman,  with  patient  courtesy 
entreated  pardon  :    "  But  what  was  tokenz?" 

"Marks,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap;  "Signs,  you 
know.  Appearances — Traces." 

"  Ah !  Of  a  Orse  ?"  inquired  the  foreign  gen- 
tleman, 

"We  call  it  Horse,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap,  with 
forbearance.  "  In  England,  Angleterre,  En- 
gland, We  Aspirate  the  'H,'  and  We  Say 
'  Horse.'    Only  our  Lower  Classes  Say  '  Orse  !'  " 

"Pardon,"  said  the  foreign  gentleman;  "I 
am  alwlz  wrong !" 

"Our  Language,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap,  with  a 
gracious  consciousness  of  being  always  right, 
"  is  Difficult.  Ours  is  a  Copious  Language,  and 
Trying  to  Strangers.  I  will  not  Pursue  my 
Question." 

But  the  lumpy  gentleman,  unwilling  to  give  it 
up,  again  madly  said,  "Esker,"  and  again 
spake  no  more. 

"It  merely  referred,"  Mr.  Podsnap  explain- 
ed, with  a  sense  of  meritorious  proprietorship, 
"to  Our  Constitution,  Sir.  We  Englishmen 
are  Very  Proud  of  our  Constitution,  Sir.  It 
Was  Bestowed  Upon  Us  By  Providence.  No 
Other  Country  is  so  Favored  as  This  Coun- 
try." 

"And  ozer  countries? — "  the  foreign  gentle- 
man was  beginning,  when  Mr.  Podsnap  put  him 
right  again. 

"We  do  not  say  Ozcr;  we  say  Other:  the 
letters  are  'T'  and  '  H  ;'  You  say  Tay  and  Aish, 
You  Know  ;  (still  with  clemency).  The  sound 
is  'th'— 'th!'" 

"And  o///er  countries,"  said  the  foreign  gen- 
tleman.    "Tiiey  do  how?" 

"They  do,  Sir,"  returned  Mr.  Podsnap,  grave- 
ly shaking  his  head  ;  "they  do — I  am  sorry  to 
be  obliged  to  say  it — as  they  do." 

"  It  was  a  little  particular  of  Providence,"  said 
the  foreign  gentleman,  laughing  ;  "  for  the  fron- 
tier is  not  large." 

"  Undoubtedly,"    assented  .  Mr.     Podsnap  ; 
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"But  So  it  is.  It  was  the  Charter  of  the 
Land.  This  Island  was  Blest,  Sir,  to  the  Di- 
rect Exclusion  of  such  Other  Countries  as — as 
there  may  happen  to  he.  And  if  we  were  all 
Englishmen  present,  I  would  say,"  added  Mr. 
Podsnap,  looking  round  upon  his  compatriots, 
and  sounding  solemnly  with  his  theme,  "  that 
there  is  in  the  Englishman  a  combination  of 
qualities,  a  modesty,  an  independence,  a  re- 
sponsibility, a  repose,  combined  with  an  ab- 
sence of  every  thing  calculated  to  call  a  blush 
into  the  cheek  of  a  young  person,  which  one 
would  seek  in  vain  among  the  Nations  of  the 
Earth." 

Having  delivered  this  little  summary,  Mr. 
Podsnap's  face  flushed  as  he  thought  of  the  re- 
mote possibility  of  its  being  at  all  qualified  by 
any  prejudiced  citizen  of  any  other  country; 
and,  with  his  favorite  right-arm  flourish,  he  put 
the  rest  of  Europe  and  the  whole  of  Asia,  Af- 
rica, and  America  nowhere. 

The  audience  were  much  edified  by  this  pas- 
sage of  words ;  and  Mr.  Podsnap,  feeling  that 
he  was  in  rather  remarkable  force  to-day,  be- 
came smiling  and  conversational. 

"Has  any  thing  more  been  heard.  Veneer- 
ing," he  inquired,  "of  the  lucky  legatee?" 

"  Nothing  more,"  returned  Veneering,  "  than 
that  he  has  come  into  possession  of  the  proper- 
ty. I  am  told  people  now  call  him  The  Golden 
Dustman.  I  mentioned  to  you  some  time  ago, 
I  think,  that  the  young  lady  whose  intended 
husband  was  murdered  is  daughter  to  a  clerk 
of  mine?" 

"Yes,  you  told  me  that,"  said  Podsnap  ;  "and 
by-the-by,  I  wish  you  would  tell  it  again  here, 
for  it's  a  curious  coincidence — curious  that  the 
first  news  of  the  discovery  should  have  been 
brought  straight  to  your  table  (when  I  was 
there),  and  curious  that  one  of  your  people 
should  have  been  so  nearly  interested  in  it.  Just 
relate  that,  will  you?" 

Veneering  was  more  than  ready  to  do  it,  for 
he  had  prospered  exceedingly  upon  the  Har- 
mon Murder,  and  had  turned  the  social  distinc- 
tion it  conferred  npon  him  to  the  account  of 
making  several  dozen  of  bran-new  bosom-friends. 
Indeed,  such  another  lucky  hit  would  almost 
have  set  him  up  in  that  way  to  his  satisfaction. 
So,  addressing  himself  to  the  most  desirable  of 
his  neighbors,  while  Mrs.  Veneering  secured  the 
next  most  desirable,  he  plunged  into  the  case, 
and  emerged  from  it  twenty  minutes  afterward 
with  a  Bank  Director  in  his  arms.  In  the  mean 
time,  Mrs.  Veneering  had  dived  into  the  same 
waters  for  a  wealthy  Ship-Broker,  and  had 
brought  him  up,  safe  and  sound,  by  the  hair. 
Then  Mrs.  Veneering  had  to  relate,  to  a  larger 
circle,  how  she  had  been  to  see  the  girl,  and  how 
she  was  really  pretty,  and  (considering  her  sta- 
tion) presentable.  And  this  she  did  with  such 
a  successful  di.splny  of  her  eight  aquiline  fingers, 
and  their  encircling  jewels,  that  she  happily  laid 
hold  of  a  drifting  General  Officer,  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  not.  only  restored  their  nnimntion 


which  had  become  suspended,  but  made  them 
lively  friends  within  an  hour. 

Although  Mr.  Podsnap  would  in  a  general 
way  have  highly  disapproved  of  Bodies  in  riv- 
ers as  ineligible  topics  with  reference  to  the 
cheek  of  the  young  person,  he  had,  as  one  may 
say,  a  share  in  this  affair  which  made  him  a 
part  proprietor.  As  its  returns  were  immediate, 
too,  in  the  way  of  restraining  the  company  from 
speechless  contemplation  of  the  wine-coolers,  it 
paid,  and  he  was  satisfied. 

And  now  the  haunch  of  mutton  vapor-bath 
having  received  a  gamey  infusion,  and  a  few 
last  touches  of  sweets  and  coffee,  was  quite  ready, 
and  the  bathers  came ;  but  not  before  the  dis- 
creet automaton  had  got  behind  the  bars  of  the 
piano  music-desk,  and  there  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  captive  languishing  in  a  rosewood 
jail.  And  who  now  so  i)leasant  or  so  well  as- 
sorted as  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Alfred  Lammle,  he  all 
sparkle,  she  all  gracious  contentment,  both  at 
occasional  intervals  exchanging  looks  like  part- 
ners at  cards  who  played  a  game  against  All 
England. 

There  was  not  much  youth  among  the  bath- 
ers, but  there  was  no  youth  (the  young  person 
always  excepted)  in  the  articles  of  Podsnap- 
pery.  Bald  bathers  folded  their  arms  and  talk- 
ed to  Mr.  Podsnap  on  the  hearth-rug ;  sleek- 
whiskered  bathers,  with  hats  in  their  hands, 
lunged  at  Mrs.  Podsnap  and  retreated ;  prowl- 
ing bathers  went  about  looking  into  ornamental 
boxes  and  bowls  as  if  they  had  suspicions  of  lar- 
ceny on  the  part  of  the  Podsnaps,  and  expected 
to  find  something  they  had  lost  at  the  bottom ; 
bathers  of  the  gentler  sex  sat  silently  comparing 
ivory  shoulders.  All  this  time  and  always,  poor 
little  Miss  Podsnap,  whose  tiny  efforts  (if  she 
had  made  any)  were  swallowed  up  in  the  mag- 
nificence of  her  mother's  rocking,  kept  herself 
as  much  out  of  sight  and  mind  as  she  could,  and 
appeared  to  be  counting  on  many  dismal  returns 
of  the  day.  It  was  somehow  understood,  as  a 
secret  article  in  the  state  proprieties  of  Podsnap- 
pery,  that  nothing  must  be  said  about  the  day. 
Consequently  this  young  damsel's  nativity  was 
hushed  up  and  looked  over,  as  if  it  were  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  it  would  have  been  better  that 
she  had  never  been  born. 

The  Lammlcs  were  so  fond  of  the  dear  Ve- 
neerings  that  they  could  not  for  some  time  de- 
tach themselves  from  those  excellent  friends; 
but  at  length,  either  a  very  open  smile  on  Mr. 
Lammlc's  part,  or  a  very  secret  elevation  of  one 
of  his  gingerous  eyebrows — certainly  the  one  or 
the  other — seemed  to  say  to  Mrs.  Lammle, 
"Why  don't  you  piny?"  And  so,  looking 
about  her,  she  saw  IVIiss  Podsnap,  and  seeming 
to  say  rcsponsively,  "That  card?"  and  to  be  an- 
swered, "Yes,"  went  and  sat  beside  Miss  Pod- 
snnp. 

Mrs.  Lammle  was  overjoyed  to  escape  into  a 
corner  for  a  little  quiet  talk. 

It  promised  to  be  a  very  quiet  talk,  for  Miss 
Podsnap  replied  in  a  flutter,   "Oh!     Indeed, 
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it's  very  kind  of  you,  but  I  am  afraid  I  dont 
talk." 

"  Let  us  make  a  beginning,"  said  the  insinu- 
ating Mrs.  Lammle,  with  her  best  smile. 

"Oh!  I  am  afraid  you'il  find  me  very  dull. 
But  Ma  talks!" 

That  was  plainly  to  be  seen,  for  Ma  was  talk- 
ing then  at  her  usual  canter,  with  arched  head 
and  mane,  opened  eyes  and  nostrils. 

"Fond  of  reading  perhaps?" 

* '  Yes.  At  least  I — don't  mind  that  so  much," 
returned  Miss  Podsnap. 


"  M — m — m — m — music." 

So  insinuating  was  Mrs.  Lammle  that  she  got 
half  a  dozen  ms  into  the  word  before  she  got  it 
out. 

"  I  haven't  nerve  to  play  even  if  I  could.  Ma 
plays." 

(At  exactly  the  same  canter,  and  with  a  cer- 
tain flourishing  appearance  of  doing  something, 
Ma  did,  in  fact,  occasionally  take  a  rock  upon 
the  instrument.) 

"  Of  course  you  like  dancing?" 

"Oh  no,  I  don't,''  said  Miss  Podsnap. 
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"No?  With  your  youth  and  attractions? 
Truly,  my  dear,  you  surj)risc  me !" 

"I  can't  say,"  observed  ^Nliss  Podsnap,  after 
hesitating  considerably,  and  stealing  several 
timid  looks  at  Mrs.  Lammle's  carefully  ar- 
ranged face,  "how  I  might  have  liked  it  if  I 
had  been  a — you  won't  mention  it,  ztvV/you?" 

"iMy  dear!  Never!" 

"No,  I  am  sure  you  won't.  I  can't  say  then 
how  I  should  have  liked  it,  if  I  had  been  a 
chimney-sweep  on  May-day." 

"Gracious!"  was  the  exclamation  which 
amazement  elicited  from  Mrs.  Lammle. 

"There!  1  knew  you'd  wonder.  But  you 
won't  mention  it,  will  you?" 

"  Upon  my  word,  my  love,"  said  Mrs.  Lammle, 
"you  make  me  ten  times  more  desirous,  now  I 
talk  to  you,  to  know  you  well  than  I  was  when  I 
sat  over  yonder  looking  at  you.  How  I  wisli  we 
could  be  real  friends !  Try  me  as  a  real  friend. 
Come  !  Don't  fancy  me  a  frum^py  old  married 
woman,  my  dear;  I  was  married  but  the  other 
day,  you  know ;  I  am  dressed  as  a  bride  now, 
you  see.     About  the  chimney-sweeps?" 

"Hush!   Ma'll  hear." 

"  She  can't  hear  from  where  she  sits." 

"Don't  you  be  too  sure  of  that,"  said  Miss 
Podsnap,  in  a  lower  voice.  "AVell,  what  I 
mean  is,  that  they  seem  to  enjoy  it." 

"And  that  perhiips  you  would  have  enjoyed 
it,  if  you  had  been  one  of  them  ?" 

Miss  Podsnap  nodded  significantly. 

"Then  you  don't  enjoy  it  now?" 

"How  is  it  possible?"  said  INIiss  Podsnap. 
"Oh  it  is  such  a  dreadful  thing!  If  I  was 
wicked  enough — and  strong  enough — to  kill  any 
body,  it  should  be  my  partner." 

Tliis  was  such  an  entirely  new  view  of  the 
Terpsichorean  art  as  socially  practiced,  that  Mrs. 
Lammle  looked  at  her  young  friend  in  some  as- 
tonishment. Her  young  friend  sat  nervously 
twiddling  her  fingers  in  a  pinioned  attitude,  as 
if  she  were  trying  to  hide  her  elbows.  But  this 
latter  Utopian  ol)ject  (in  short  sleeves)  always 
appeared  to  be  the  great  inoffensive  aim  of  her 
existence. 

"It  sounds  horrid,  don't  it?"  said  Miss  Pod- 
snap, with  a  penitential  face. 

Mrs.  Lammle,  not  very  well  knowing  what  to 
answer,  resolved  herself  into  a  look  of  smiling 
encouragement. 

"But  it  is,  and  it  always  has  been,"  pursued 
Miss  Podsnap,  "such  a  trial  to  me  !  I  so  dread 
'jeing  awful.  And  it  is  so  awful !  No  one  knows 
what  I  suffered  at  Madame  Sauteusc's,  where  I 
learned  to  dance  and  make  presentation-courte- 
sies, and  other  dreadful  things — or  at  least  where 
they  tried  to  teach  me.     Ma  can  do  it." 

"At  any  rate,  my  love,"  said  Mrs.  Lammle, 
soothingly,  "  that's  over." 

"  Yes,  it's  over,"  returned  Miss  Podsnap,  "but 
there's  nothing  gained  by  that.  It's  worse  here 
than  at  Madame  Sauteusc's.  Ma  was  there,  and 
Ma's  here ;  but  Pa  wasn't  there,  and  comjjany 
wasn't  there,  and  there  were  not  real  jiartncrs 


there.  Oh  there's  Ma  speaking  to  the  man  at 
the  piano!  Oh  there's  Ma  going  up  to  some- 
body !  Oh  I  know  she's  going  to  bring  hiia  to 
me  !  Oh  please  don't,  please  don't,  ])lease  don't ! 
Oh  keep  away,  keep  away,  keep  away !"  These 
pious  ejaculations  Miss  Podsnap  uttered  with 
her  eyes  closed,  and  her  head  leaning  back 
against  the  wall. 

But  the  Ogre  advanced  under  the  pilotage  of 
Ma,  and  Ma  said,  "Georgiana,  Mr.  Grompus," 
and  the  Ogre  clutched  his  victim  and  bore  her 
off  to  his  castle  in  the  top  coujile.  Then  the  dis- 
creet automaton  who  had  surveyed  his  ground, 
played  a  blossomless  tuneless  "set,"  and  sixteen 
disciples  of  Podsnappery  went  through  the  fig- 
ures of — 1,  Getting  up  at  eight  and  shaving  close 
at  a  quarter  past — 2,  Breakfasting  at  nine —3, 
Going  to  the  City  at  ten — 4,  Coming  home  at 
half  past  five — 5,  Dining  at  seven,  and  the  grand 
chain. 

While  these  solemnities  were  in  progress,  Mr. 
Alfred  Lammle  (most  loving  of  husbands)  ap- 
proached the  chair  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Lammle  (most 
loving  of  wives),  and  bending  over  the  back  of  it, 
trifled  for  some  few  seconds  with  Mrs.  Lammle's 
bracelet.  Slightly  in  contrast  with  this  brief 
airy  toying,  one  might  have  noticed  a  certain 
dark  attention  in  Mrs.  Lammle's  face  as  she  said 
some  words  with  her  eyes  on  Mr.  Lammle's 
waistcoat,  and  seemed  in  return  to  receive  some 
lesson.  But  it  Avas  all  done  as  a  breath  passes 
from  a  mirror. 

And  now,  the  grand  chain  riveted  to  the  last 
link,  the  discreet  automaton  ceased,  and  the  six- 
teen, two  and  two,  took  a  walk  among  the  fur- 
niture. And  herein  the  unconsciousness  of  the 
Ogre  Grompus  was  ])leasantly  conspicuous ;  for 
that  complacent  monster,  believing  that  he  was 
giving  Miss  Podsnap  a  treat,  prolonged  to  the 
utmost  stretch  of  possibility  a  peripatetic  account 
of  an  archery  meeting ;  while  his  victim,  head- 
ing the  procession  of  sixteen  as  it  slowly  circled 
about,  like  a  revolving  funeral,  never  raised  her 
eyes  except  once  to  steal  a  glance  at  Mrs.  Lammle, 
expressive  of  intense  despair. 

At  length  the  procession  was  dissolved  by  the 
violent  arrival  of  a  nutmeg,  before  which  the 
drawing-room  door  bounced  open  as  if  it  were  a 
cannon-ball ;  and  while  that  fragrant  article,  dis- 
persed through  several  glasses  of  colored  warm 
water,  was  going  the  round  of  society.  Miss  Pod- 
snap returned  to  her  seat  by  her  new  friend. 

"Oh  my  goodness,"  said  INIiss  Podsnap. 
"  That's  over !     I  hope  you  didn't  look  at  me." 

"  My  dear,  why  not?" 

"Oh  I  know  all  about  myself,"  said  Miss  Pod- 
snap. 

"I'll  tell  you  something  /  know  about  you, 
my  dear,"  returned  Mrs.  Lammle,  in  her  win- 
ning way,  "and  that  is,  you  are  most  unneces- 
sarily shy." 

"Ma  ain't,"  said  Miss  Podsnap.  " — I  de- 
test you!  Go  along!"  This  shot  was  leveled 
under  her  breath  at  the  gallant  Grompus  for  be- 
stowing an  insinuating  smile  upon  her  in  passing. 
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"Pardon  me  if  I  scarcely  see,  my  dear  Miss 
Podsnap,"  Mrs.  Lammle  was  beginning  when  the 
young  lady  interposed. 

"  If  we  are  going  to  be  real  friends  (and  I  sup- 
pose w^c  are,  for  you  are  the  only  person  who 
ever  proposed  it)  don't  let  us  be  awful.  It's  aw- 
ful enough  to  be  Miss  Podsnap  wuthout  being 
called  so.     Call  me  Georgiana." 

"Dearest  Georgiana,"  Mrs.  Lammle  began 
again. 

"Thank  you,"  said  Miss  Podsnap. 

"Dearest  Georgiana,  pardon  me  if  I  scarcely 
see,  my  love,  why  your  mamma's  not  being  shy 
is  a  reason  why  you  should  be." 

"Don't  you  really  sec  that  ?"  asked  Miss  Pod- 
snap, plucking  at  her  fingers  in  a  troubled  man- 
ner, and  furtively  casting  her  eyes  now  on  Mrs. 
Lammle,  now  on  the  ground.  "Then  perhaps 
it  isn't?" 

"My  dearest  Georgiana,  you  defer  much  too 
readily  to  my  poor  opinion.  Indeed  it  is  not 
even  an  opinion,  darling,  for  it  is  only  a  confes- 
sion of  my  dullness."' 

"Oh  you  are  not  dull,"  returned  Miss  Pod- 
snap, "/am  dull,  but  you  couldn't  have  made 
me  talk  if  you  were.'' 

Some  little  touch  of  conscience  answering  this 
perception  of  her  having  gained  a  purpose,  called 
bloom  enough  into  Mrs.  Lammle's  face  to  make 
it  look  brighter  as  she  sat  smiling  her  best  smile 
on  her  dear  Georgiana,  and  shaking  her  head 
with  an  affectionate  playfulness.  Not  that  it 
meant  any  thing,  but  that  Georgiana  seemed  to 
like  it. 

"  What  I  mean  is,"  pursued  Georgiana,  "  that 
Ma  being  so  endowed  with  awfulness,  and  Pa 
being  so  endowed  with  awfulness,  and  there  be- 
ing so  much  awfulness  every  where — I  mean,  at 
least,  every  where  where  I  am — perhaps  it  makes 
me  who  am  so  deficient  in  awfulness,  and  fright- 
ened at  it — I  say  it  very  badly — I  don't  know 
whether  you  can  understand  what  I  mean?" 

"Perfectly,  dearest  Georgiana!"  Mrs.  Lam- 
mle was  proceeding  with  every  reassuring  wile, 
when  the  head  of  that  young  lady  suddenly  went 
back  against  the  wall  again  and  her  eyes  closed. 

"Oh  there's  Ma  being  awful  with  somebody 
with  a  glass  in  his  eye  !  Oh  I  know  she's  going 
to  bring  him  here  !  Oh  don't  bring  him,  don't 
bring  him!  Oh  he'll  be  my  partner  with  his 
glass  in  his  eye!  Oh  what  shall  I  do!"  This 
time  Georgiana  accompanied  her  ejaculations 
with  taps  of  her  feet  upon  the  floor,  and  was  al- 
together in  quite  a  desperate  condition.  But 
there  was  no  escape  from  the  majestic  Mrs.  Pod- 
snap's  production  of  an  am])ling  stranger,  with 
one  eye  screwed  up  into  extinction  and  tlie  oth- 
er framed  and  glazed,  who,  having  looked  down 
out  of  that  organ,  as  if  he  descried  Miss  Pod- 
snap at  the  bottom  of  some  perpendicular  shaft, 
brought  her  to  the  surface,  and  ambled  off"  with 
her.  And  then  the  captive  at  the  piano  played 
anotlier  "set,"  expressive  of  his  mournful  aspi- 
rations after  freedom,  and  other  sixteen  went 
through  the  former  melancholy  motions,  and  the 


ambler  took  Miss  Podsnap  for  a  furniture  walk, 
as  if  he  had  struck  out  an  entirely  original  con- 
ception. 

In  the  mean  time  a  stray  personage  of  a  meek 
demeanor,  who  had  wandered  to  the  hearth-rug 
and  got  among  the  heads  of  tribes  assembled 
there  in  conference  with  Mr.  Podsnap,  elimina- 
ted Mr.  Podsnap's  flush  and  flourish  by  a  highly 
unpolite  remark ;  no  less  than  a  reference  to  the 
circumstance  that  some  half-dozen  people  had 
lately  died  in  the  streets,  of  starA^ation.  It  was 
clearly  ill-timed  after  dinner.  It  was  not  adapt- 
ed to  the  cheek  of  the  young  person.  It  was  not 
in  good  taste. 

"I  don't  believe  it,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap,  put- 
ting it  behind  him. 

The  meek  man  was  afraid  we  must  take  it  as 
proved,  because  there  were  the  Inquests  and  the 
Registrar's  returns. 

"Then  it  was  their  own  fault,''  said  Mr.  Pod- 
snap. 

Veneering  and  other  elders  of  tribes  com- 
mended this  way  out  of  it.  At  once  a  short  cut 
and  a  broad  road. 

The  man  of  meek  demeanor  intimated  that 
truly  it  would  seem  from  the  facts,  as  if  starva- 
tion had  been  forced  upon  the  culprits  in  ques- 
tion— as  if,  in  their  wretched  manner,  they  had 
made  their  weak  protests  against  it — as  if  they 
would  have  taken  the  liberty  of  staving  it  off"  if 
they  could — as  if  they  would  rather  not  have 
been  starved  upon  the  whole,  if  perfectly  agree- 
able to  all  parties. 

"There  is  not,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap,  flushing 
angrily,  "  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world. 
Sir,  where  so  noble  a  provision  is  made  for  the 
poor  as  in  this  country." 

The  meek  man  was  quite  willing  to  concede 
that,  but  i)erhaps  it  rendered  the  matter  even 
worse,  as  showing  that  there  must  be  something 
appallingly  wrong  somewhere. 

"Where?"  said  Mr.  Podsnap. 

The  meek  man  hinted  Wouldn't  it  be  well  to 
try,  very  seriously,  to  find  out  where? 

"Ah!"  said  Mr.  Podsnap.  "Easy  to  say 
somewhere  ;  not  so  easy  to  say  where!  But  I 
see  what  you  are  driving  at.  I  knew  it  from 
the  first.  Centralization.  No.  Never  with  my 
consent.    Not  English." 

An  approving  murmur  arose  from  the  heads 
of  tribes;  as  saying,  "There  you  have  him! 
Hold  him  !" 

Pie  was  not  aware  (the  meek  man  submitted 
of  himself)  that  he  was  driving  at  any  ization. 
He  had  no  favorite  ization  that  he  knew  of. 
But  he  certainly  was  more  staggered  by  these 
terrible  occurrences  than  he  was  by  names,  of 
howsoever  so  many  syllables.  Might  he  ask, 
was  dying  of  destitution  and  neglect  necessarily 
English?" 

"  You  know  what  the  population  of  London 
is,  I  siqjpose,"  said  Mr.  l*odsnnp. 

The  meek  man  supposed  he  did,  but  supposed 
that  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  it,  if  its 
laws  were  well  administered. 
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"And  you  know  ;  at  least  I  hope  you  know  ;" 
said  Mr.  Podsnap,  with  severity,  "that  Provi- 
dence has  declared  that  you  shall  have  the  poor 
always  with  you  ?" 

The  meek  man  also  hoped  he  knew  that. 

*'I  am  glad  to  hear  it,"  said  Mr.  Podsnap 
with  a  portentous  air.  "I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 
It  will  render  you  cautious  how  you  fly  in  the 
face  of  Providence." 

In  reference  to  that  absurd  and  irreverent 
conventional  phrase,  the  meek  man  said,  for 
which  Mr.  Podsnap  was  not  responsible,  he  the 
meek  man  had  no  fear  of  doing  any  thing  so 
impossible;  but — 

But  Mr.  Podsnap  felt  that  the  time  had  come 
for  flusliing  and  flourishing  this  meek  man  down 
tor  good.     So  he  said : 

"  I  must  decline  to  pursue  this  painful  discus- 
sion. It  is  not  pleasant  to  my  feelings ;  it  is 
repugnant  to  my  feelings.  I  have  said  that  I  do 
not  admit  these  things.  I  have  also  said  that 
if  they  do  occur  (not  that  I  admit  it),  the  fault 
lies  with  the  sufferers  themselves.  It  is  not  for 
me'' — Mr.  Podsnap  pointed  "me"  forcibly,  as 
adding  by  implication  though  it  may  be  all  very 
well  for  you — "it  is  not  for  mc  to  impugn  the 
workings  of  Providence.  I  know  better  than 
that,  I  trust,  and  I  have  mentioned  what  the 
intentions  of  Providence  are.  Besides,"  said 
Mr.  Podsnap,  flushing  high  up  among  his  hair- 
brushes, with  a  strong  consciousness  of  personal 
affront,  "  the  subject  is  a  very  disagreeable  one. 
I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  is  an  odious  one.  It 
is  not  one  to  be  introduced  among  our  wives  and 
young  persons,  and  I — "  He  finished  with  that 
flourish  of  his  arm  which  added  more  express- 
ively than  any  words,  And  I  remove  it  from  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Simultaneously  with  this  quenching  of  the 
meek  man's  ineffectual  fire,  Georgiana  having 
left  tlie  ambler  up  a  lane  of  sofa,  in  a  No  Thor- 
oughfare of  back  drawing-room,  to  find  hi«  own 
way  out,  came  back  to  Mrs,  Lammie.  And  who 
should  be  with  Mrs.  Lammie  but  Mr.  Lammie. 
So  fond  of  her ! 

"Alfred,  my  love,  here  is  my  friend.  Geor- 
giana, dearest  girl,  you  must  like  my  husband 
next  to  me." 

Mr.  Lammie  was  proud  to  be  so  soon  distin- 
guished by  this  special  commendation  to  Miss 
Podsnap's  favor.  But  if  Mr.  Lammie  were  prone 
to  be  jealous  of  his  dear  Sophronia's  friendships, 
he  would  be  jealous  of  her  feeling  toward  Miss 
Podsnaj). 

"Say  Georgiana,  darling,"  interposed  his  wife. 

"  Toward  —  shall  I  ?  — Georgiana."  Mr. 
Lammie  uttered  the  name,  with  a  delicate  curve 
of  his  right  hand,  from  his  lips  outward.  "  For 
never  have  I  known  Sophronia  (who  is  not  apt 
to  take  sudden  likings)  so  attracted  and  so  cap- 
tivated as  she  is  by — shall  I  once  more  ? — Geor- 
giana." 

The  object  of  this  homage  sat  uneasily  enough 
in  receipt  of  it,  and  then  said,  turning  to  Mrs. 
Lammie,  much  embarrassed: 


"I  wonder  what  you  like  me  for!  I  am  sure 
I  can't  think." 

"  Dearest  Georgiana,  for  yourself.  For  your 
difference  from  all  around  you." 

"Well!  That  may  be.  For  I  think  I  like 
you  for  your  diflerence  from  all  around  me," 
said  Georgiana  with  a  smile  of  relief. 

"We  must  be  going  Avith  the  rest,"  observed 
Mrs.  Lammie,  rising  with  a  show  of  unwilling- 
ness, amidst  a  general  dispersal.  "  We  are  real 
friends,  Georgiana  dear?" 

"Real." 

"  Good-night,  dear  girl !" 

She  had  established  an  attraction  over  the 
shrinking  nature  upon  which  her  smiling  eyes 
were  fixed,  for  Georgiana  held  her  hand  while 
she  answered  in  a  secret  and  half-frightened 
tone: 

"Don't  forget  me  when  you  are  gone  away. 
And  come  again  soon.     Good-night !" 

Charming  to  see  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lammie  tak-^ 
ing  leave  so  gracefully,  and  going  down  the  stairs 
so  lovingly  and  sweetly.  Not  quite  so  charming 
to  see  their  smiling  faces  fall  and  brood  as  they 
dropped  moodily  into  separate  corners  of  their 
little  carriage.  But  to  be  sure  that  was  a  sight 
behind  the  scenes,  which  nobody  saw,  and  which 
nobody  was  meant  to  see. 

Certain  big,  heavy  vehicles,  built  on  the  model 
of  the  Podsnap  plate,  took  away  the  heavy  arti- 
cles of  guests  weighing  ever  so  much ;  and  the 
less  valuable  articles  got  away  after  their  various 
manners  ;  and  the  Podsnap  plate  was  put  to  bed. 
As  Mr.  Podsnap  stood  with  his  back  to  the  draw- 
ing-room fire,  pulling  up  his  shirt-collar,  like  a 
veritable  cock  of  the  walk  literally  pluming  him- 
self in  the  midst  of  his  possessions,  nothing  would 
have  astonished  him  more  than  an  intimation 
that  Miss  Podsnap,  or  any  other  young  person 
properly  born  and  bred,  could  not  be  exactly 
put  away  like  the  plate,  brought  out  like  the 
plate,  polished  like  the  plate,  counted,  weighed, 
and  valued  like  the  plate.  That  such  a  young 
person  could  possibly  have  a  morbid  vacancy  in 
the  heart  for  any  thing  younger  than  the  plate, 
or  less  monotonous  than  the  plate ;  or  that  such 
a  young  person's  thoughts  could  try  to  scale  the 
region  bounded  on  the  north,  south,  east,  and 
west,  by  the  plate  ;  was  a  monstrous  imagination 
which  he  would  on  the  spot  have  flourished  into 
space.  This  perhaps  in  some  sort  arose  from 
Mr.  Podsnap's  blushing  young  person  being,  so 
to  speak,  all  cheek :  whereas  there  is  a  possibil- 
ity that  there  may  be  young  persons  of  a  rather 
more  complex  organization. 

If  Mr.  Podsnap,  pulling  up  his  shirt-collar, 
could  only  have  heard  himself  called  "that  fel- 
low" in  a  certain  short  dialogue,  which  passed 
between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lammie  in  their  opposite 
corners  of  their  little  carriage,  rolling  home ! 

"  Sophronia,  are  you  awake?" 

"Am  I  likely  to  be  asleep,  Sir?" 

"Very  likely,  I  should  think,  after  that  fel- 
low's conipany.  Attend  to  what  I  am  going  to 
I  say." 
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"I  have  attended  to  what  you  have  ah'eady 
said,  have  I  not  ?  What  else  have  I  been  doing 
all  to-night  ?" 

"Attend,  I  tell  you"  (in  a  raised  voice),  "to 
what  I  am  going  to  say.  Keep  close  to  that  idiot 
girl.  Keep  her  under  your  thumb.  You  have 
her  fast,  and  you  are  not  to  let  her  go.  Do  you 
hear?" 

"  I  hear  you." 

"I  foresee  there  is  money  to  be  made  out  of 
this,  besides  taking  that  fellow  down  a  peg.  We 
owe  each  other  money,  you  know." 

Mrs.  Lammle  winced  a  little  at  the  reminder, 
but  only  enough  to  shake  her  scents  and  essences 
anew  into  the  atmosphere  of  the  little  carriage, 
as  she  settled  herself  afresh  in  her  own  dark 
corner. 


CHAPTER  Xri. 

THE   SWEAT  OF  AN  HONEST  MAN'S  BROW. 

Mr.  ^Mortimer  Lightwood  and  Mr.  Eugene 
Wrayburn  took  a  coffee-house  dinner  together  in 
Mr.  Lightwood's  oflEice.  They  had  newly  agreed 
to  set  up  a  joint  establishment  together.  They 
had  taken  a  bachelor  cottage  near  Hampton,  on 
the  brink  of  the  Thames,  with  a  lawn,  and  a 
boat-house,  and  all  things  fitting,  and  were  to 
float  with  the  stream  through  the  summer  and 
the  Long  Vacation. 

It  was  not  summer  yet,  but  spring  ;  and  it  was 
not  gentle  spring  ethereally  mild,  as  in  Thom- 
son's Seasons,  but  nipping  spring  with  an  east- 
erly wind,  as  in  Johnson's,  Jackson's,  Dickson's, 
Smith's,  and  Jones's  Seasons.  The  grating  wind 
sawed  rather  than  blew ;  and  as  it  sawed,  the 
saw-dust  whirled  about  the  saw-pit.  Every  street 
was  a  saw-pit,  and  there  were  no  top-sawyers ; 
every  passenger  was  an  under-sawyer,  with  the 
saw-dnst  blinding  him  and  choking  him. 

That  mysterious  paper  currency  which  circu- 
lates in  London  when  the  wind  blows,  gyrated 
here  and  there  and  every  where.  Whence  can 
it  come-,  whither  can  it  go  ?  It  hangs  on  every 
bush,  flutters  in  every  tree,  is  caught  flying  by 
the  electric  wires,  haunts  every  inclosure,  drinks 
at  every  pump,  cowers  at  every  grating,  shud- 
ders upon  every  plot  of  grass,  seeks  rest  in  vain 
behind"  the  legions  of  iron  rails.  In  Paris,  where 
nothing  is  wasted,  costly  and  luxurious  city 
tliough  it  be,  but  where  wonderful  human  ants 
creep  out  of  holes  and  pick  up  every  scrap,  there 
is  no  such  thing.  There,  it  blows  nothing  but 
dust.  There,  sharp  eyes  and  sharp  stomachs 
reap  even  the  east  wind,  and  get  something  out 
of  it. 

The  wind  sawed,  and  the  saw-dust  whirled. 
The  shrubs  wrung  their  many  hands,  bemoaning 
that  they  had  been  over-persuaded  by  the  sun  to 
bud ;  the  young  leaves  pined ;  the  sparrows  re- 
pented of  their  early  marriages,  like  men  and 
women;  the  colors  ot  the  rainbow  were  dis- 
cernible, not  in  floral  spring,  but  in  the  faces 
of  the  people  whom  it  nibbled  and  pinched. 
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And  ever  the  wind  sawed,  and  the  saw-dust 
whirled. 

When  the  spring  evenings  are  too  long  and 
light  to  shut  out,  and  such  weather  is  rife,  the 
city  which  Mr.  Podsnap  so  explanatorily  called 
London,  Londres,  London,  is  at  its  worst.  Such 
a  black  shrill  city,  combining  the  qualities  of  a 
smoky  house  and  a  scolding  wife ;  such  a  gritty 
city;  such  a  hopeless  city,  with  no  rent  in  the 
leaden  canopy  of  its  sky;  such  a  beleaguered 
city,  invested  by  the  great  Marsh  Forces  of  Essex 
and  Kent.  So  the  two  old  school-fellows  felt 
it  to  be,  as,  their  dinner  done,  they  turned  to- 
ward the  fire  to  smoke.  Young  Blight  was  gone, 
the  coffee-house  waiter  was  gone,  the  plates  and 
dishes  were  gone,  the  wine  was  going — but  not 
in  the  same  direction. 

"The  wind  sounds  up  here,"  quoth  Eugene, 
stirring  the  fire,  "as  if  we  were  keeping  a  light- 
house.    I  wish  we  were." 

"Don't  you  think  it  would  bore  us?"  Light- 
wood  asked. 

"Not  more  than  any  other  place.  And  there 
would  be  no  Circuit  to  go.  But  that's  a  selfish 
consideration,  personal  to  me." 

"And  no  clients  to  come,"  added  Lightwood. 
"Not  that  that's  a  selfish  consideration  at  all 
personal  to  we^"      |^ 

"  If  we  were  on  an  isolated  rock  in  a  stormy 
sea,"  said  Eugene,  smoking  with  his  eyes  on  the 
fire,  "  Lady  Tippins  couldn't  put  off  to  visit  us, 
or,  better  still,  might  ])ut  off  and  get  swamped. 
People  couldn't  ask  one  to  wedding  breakfasts. 
There  would  be  no  Precedents  to  hammer  at, 
except  the  plain-sailing  Precedent  of  keeping  the 
light  up.  It  would  be  exciting  to  look  out  for 
wrecks." 

"But  otherwise,"  suggested  Lightwood,  "there 
might  be  a  degree  of  sameness  in  the  life." 

"I  have  thought  of  that  also,"  said  Eugene, 
as  if  he  really  had  been  considering  the  subject 
in  its  various  bearings  with  an  eye  to  the  busi- 
ness; "but  it  would  be  a  defined  and  limited 
monotony.  It  would  not  extend  beyond  two 
people.  Now,  it's  a  question  with  me,  Morti- 
mer, whether  a  monotony  defined  with  that  pre- 
cision and  limited  to  that  extent  might  not  be 
more  endurable  than  the  unlimited  monotony  of 
one's  fellow-creatures." 

As  Lightwood  laughed  and  passed  the  wine 
he  remarked,  "We  shall  have  an  opportunity,  in 
our  boating  summer,  of  trying  the  question." 

"  An  imperfect  one,"  Eugene  acquiesced,  with 
a  sigh,  "but  so  we  shall.  I  hope  we  may  not 
prove  too  much  for  one  another." 

"Now,  regarding  your  respected  father,"  said 
Lightwood,  bringing  him  to  a  subject  they  had 
expressly  appointed  to  discuss :  always  the  most 
slippery  eel  of  eels  of  subjects  to  lay  hold  of. 

"Yes,  regarding  my  respected  father,"  as- 
sented Eugene,  settling  himself  in  his  arm-chair. 
"  I  would  rather  have  approached  my  respected 
father  by  candle-light,  as  a  theme  requiring  a 
little  artificial  brilliancy ;  but  we  will  take  him 
by  twilight,  enlivened  witli  a  glow  of  Wallsend." 
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He  stirred  the  fire  again  as  he  spoke,  and  hav- 
ing made  it  blaze,  resumed  : 

"  My  respected  father  has  found,  down  in  the 
parental  neighborhood,  a  wife  for  his  not-gener- 
ally-respected son." 

"With  some  money,  of  course?" 

"With  some  money,  of  course,  or  he  would 
not  have  found  her.  My  respected  father — let 
me  shorten  the  dutiful  tautology  by  substituting 
in  future  M.  R.  F.,  which  sounds  military,  and 
rather  like  the  Duke  of  Wellington." 

"What  an  absurd  fellow  you  are,  Eugene  !" 

"Not  at  all,  I  assure  you.  M.  R.  F,  having 
always  in  the  clearest  manner  provided  (as  he 
calls  it)  for  his  children  by  prearranging  from 
the  hour  of  the  birth  of  each,  and  sometimes 
from  an  earlier  period,  what  the  devoted  little 
victim's  calling  and  course  in  life  should  be,  M. 
R.  F.  prearranged  for  myself  that  I  was  to  be 
the  barrister  I  am  (with  the  slight  addition  of 
an  enormous  practice,  which  has  not  accrued), 
and  also  the  married  man  I  am  not." 

"The  first  you  have  often  told  me." 

"The  first  I  have  often  told  you.  Consider- 
ing myself  sufficiently  incongruous  on  my  legal 
eminence,  I  have  until  now  suppressed  my  do- 
mestic destiny.  You  know  M.  R.  F.,  but  not 
as  well  as  I  do.  If  you  knfew  him  as  well  as  I 
do  he  would  amuse  you." 

"Filially  spoken,  Eugene!" 

"Perfectly  so,  believe  me;  and  with  every 
sentiment  of  affectionate  deference  toward  M. 
R.  F.  But  if  he  amuses  me,  I  can't  help  it. 
When  my  eldest  brother  was  born,  of  course  the 
rest  of  us  knew  (I  mean  the  rest  of  us  would 
have  known,  if  wc  had  been  in  existence)  that 
he  was  heir  to  the  Family  Embarrassments-r— 
we  call  it  before  company  the  Family  Estate. 
But  when  my  second  brother  was  going  to  be 
born  by-and-by,  'this,'  says  M.  R.  F.,  'is  a  lit- 
tle pillar  of  the  church.'  Was  born,  and  be- 
came a  pillar  of  the  church  ;  a  very  shaky  one. 
My  third  brother  appeared,  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  his  engagement  to  my  mother ;  but  M. 
R.  F.,  not  at  all  put  out  by  surprise,  instantly 
declared  him  a  Circumnavigator.  Was  pitch- 
forked into  the  Navy,  but  has  not  circumnavi- 
gated. I  announced  myself,  and  was  disposed 
of  with  the  highly  satisfactory  results  embodied 
before  you.  When  my  younger  brother  was 
half  an  hour  old,  it  was  settled  by  M.  R,  F. 
that  he  should  have  a  mechanical  genius.  And 
so  on.  Therefore  I  say  that  M.  R.  F.  amuses 
me." 

"Touching  the  lad}-,  Eugene." 

"There  M.  R.  F.  ceases  to  be  amusing,  be- 
cause my  intentions  are  opposed  to  touching  the 
lady." 

"Do  you  know  her?" 

"Not  in  the  least." 

"  Hadn't  you  better  see  her?" 

"  My  dear  Mortimer,  you  liavc  studied  my 
character.  Could  I  possibly  go  down  there, 
labeled  'Eligible.  On  view,'  and  meet  the 
lady,  similarly  labeled  ?      Any  thing  to  carry 


out  INI.  R.  F.'s  arrangements,  I  am  sure,  with  the 
greatest  pleasure — except  matrimony.  Could  I 
possibly  sujiport  it  ?  I,  so  soon  bored,  so  con- 
stantly, so  fatally  ?" 

"But  you  are  not  a  consistent  fellow,  Eu- 
gene." 

"In  susceptibility  to  boredom,"  returned  that 
worthy,  "I  assure  you  I  am  the  most  consistent 
of  mankind." 

"Why,  it  was  but  now  that  you  were  dwell- 
ing on  the  advantages  of  a  monotony  of  two." 

"In  a  light-house.  Do  me  the  justice  to  re- 
member the  condition.     In  a  light-house." 

Mortimer  laughed  again,  and  Eugene,  haying 
laughed  too  for  the  first  time,  as  if  he  found  him- 
self on  reflection  rather  entertaining,  relapsed 
into  his  usual  gloom,  and  drowsily  said,  as  he 
enjoyed  his  cigar,  "No,  there  is  no  help  for  it; 
one  of  the  prophetic  deliveries  of  ]\I.  R.  F.  must 
forever  remain  unfulfilled.  With  every  disposi- 
tion to  oblige  him,  he  must  submit  to  a  failure." 

It  had  grown  darker  as  they  talked,  and  the 
wind  was  sawing  and  the  saw-dust  was  whirling 
outside  paler  windows.  The  underlying  church- 
yard was  already  settling  into  deep  dim  shade, 
and  the  shade  was  creeping  up  to  the  house- 
tops among  which  they  sat.  "As  if,"  said  Eu- 
gene, "  as  if  the  churcli-yard  ghosts  were  rising." 

He  had  walked  to  the  window  with  his  cigar 
in  his  mouth,  to  exalt  its  flavor  by  comparing 
the  fireside  with  the  outside,  when  he  stopped 
midway  on  his  return  to  his  arm-chair,  and 
said: 

"Apparently  one  of  the  ghosts  has  lost  its 
way,  and  dropped  in  to  be  directed.  Look  at 
this  phantom  !" 

Lightwood,  w^hose  back  was  toward  the  door, 
turned  his  head,  and  there,  in  the  daikness  of 
the  entry,  stood  a  something  in  the  likeness  of  a 
man  :  to  whom  he  addressed  the  not  irrelevant 
inquiry,  "Who  the  devil  are  you?" 

"I  ask  your  pardons.  Governors,"  replied  the 
ghost,  in  a  hoarse  double-barreled  whisper,  "but 
might  either  on  you  be  Lawyer  Lightwood  ?" 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  not  knocking  at  the 
door?"  demanded  Mortimer. 

"  I  ask  your  pardons.  Governors,"  rejdied  the 
ghost,  as  before,  "but  probable  you  was  not 
aware  your  door  stood  open." 

"What  do  you  want?" 

Hereunto  the  ghost  again  hoarsely  replied,  in 
its  double-barreled  manner,  "I  ask  your  par- 
dons. Governors,  but  might  one  on  you  be  Law- 
yer Lightwood  ?" 

"One  of  us  is,"  said  the  owner  of  that  name. 

"All  rights  Governors  Both,"  returned  the 
ghost,  carefully  closing  the  room  door  ;  "  'tickler 
business." 

Mortimer  lighted  the  candles.  They  showed 
the  visitor  to  be  an  ill-looking  visitor  with  a 
squinting  leer,  who,  as  he  spoke,  fumbled  at  an 
old  sodden  fur  cap,  formless  and  mangy,  that 
looked  like  a  furry  animal,  dog  or  cat,  puppy  or 
kitten,  drowned  and  decaying. 

"Now,"  said  Mortimer,  "what  is  it?"  • 
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"  Governors  Both,''  rctarned  the  man,  in  what 
he  meant  to  be  a  wheedling  tone,  "which  on  you 
might  be  Lawyer  Lightwood  ?'-* 

"lam." 

"Lawyer  Lightwood,"  ducking  at  him  with 
a  servile  air,  "I  am  a  man  as  gets  my  living, 
and  as  seeks  to  get  my  living,  by  the  sweat  of 
my  brow.  Not  to  risk  being  done  out  of  the 
sweat  of  my  brow,  by  any  chances,  I  should 
wish  afore  going  further  to  be  swore  in." 

"I  am  not  a  swearer  in  of  people,  man." 

The  visitor,  clearly  any  thing  but  reliant  on 
this  assurance,  doggedly  muttered  "Alfred  Da- 
vid." 

"Is  that  your  name?"  asked  Lightwood. 

"My  name?"  returned  the  man.  "No;  I 
want  to  take  a  Alfred  David." 

(Which  Eugene,  smoking  and  contemplating 
him,  interpreted  as  meaning  Affidavit.) 

"  I  tell  you,  my  good  fellow,"  said  Lightwood, 
with  his  indolent  laugh,  "  that  I  have  ^othing  to 
do  with  swearing." 

"He  can  swear  at  you,"  Eugene  explained  ; 
"and  so  can  I.     But  we  can't  do  more  for  you." 

Much  discomfited  by  this  information,  the  vis- 
itor turned  the  drowned  dog  or  cat,  puppy  or  kit- 
ten, about  and  about,  and  looked  from  one  of 
the  Governors  Both  to  the  other  of  the  Govern- 
ors Both,  while  he  deeply  considered  within  him- 
self.    At  length  he  decided : 

"Then  I  must  be  took  down." 

"Where?"  asked  Lightwood. 

"Here,"  said  the  man.     "In  pen  and  ink." 

"First,  let  us  know  what  your  business  is 
about." 

"It's  about,"  said  the  man,  taking  a  step  for- 
ward, dropping  his  hoarse  voice,  and  shading  it 
with  his  hand,  "it's  about  from  five  to  ten  thou- 
sand pound  reward.  That's  what  it's  about. 
It's  about  INIurder.     That's  what  it's  about." 

"Come  nearer  the  tabic.  Sit  down.  Will 
you  have  a  glass  of  wine?" 

"Yes,  I  will,"  said  the  man;  "and  I  don't 
deceive  you.  Governors." 

It  was  g'ven  him.  Making  a  stiff  arm  to  the 
elbow,  he  poured  the  wine  into  his  mouth,  tilted 
it  into  his  right  cheek,  as  saying,  "  What  do  you 
think  of  it  ?"  tilted  it  into  his  left  cheek,  as  say- 
ing, "'What  do  you  think  of  it?"  jerked  it  into 
his  stomach,  as  saying,  "What  do  you  think  of 
it?"  To  conclude,  smacked  his  lips,  as  if  all 
three  replied,  "We  think  well  of  it." 

"Will  you  have  another ?" 

"Yes,  I  will,"  he  repeated,  "and  I  don't  de- 
ceive you.  Governors."  And  also  repeated  the 
other  proceedings. 

"Now,"  began  Lightwood,  "what's  your 
name?" 

"  Why,  there  you're  rather  fast,  Lawyer  Light- 
Avood,"  he  replied,  in  a  remonstrant  manner. 
Don't  you  see,  Lawyer  Lightwood?  There 
you're  a  little  bit  fast.  I'm  going  to  earn  from 
five  to  ten  thousand  pound  by  the  sweat  of  my 
brow ;  and  as  a  poor  man  doing  justice  to  the 
sweat  of  my  brow,  is  it  likely  I  can  afford  to  part 


with  so  much  as  my  name  without  its  being  took 
down?" 

Deferring  to  the  man's  sense  of  the  binding 
powers  of  pen  and  ink  and  paper,  Lightwood 
nodded  acceptance  of  Eugene's  nodded  proposal 
to  take  those  spells  in  hand.  Eugene,  bringing 
them  to  the  table,  sat  down  as  clerk  or  notary. 

"Now,"  said  Lightwood,  "what's  your  name?" 

But  further  precaution  was  still  due  to  the 
sweat  of  this  honest  fellow's  brow. 

"I  should  wish.  Lawyer  Lightwood,"  he  stip- 
ulated, "to  have  that  T'other  Governor  as  my 
witness  that  what  I  said  I  said.  Consequent, 
will  the  T'other  Governor  be  so  good  as  chuck 
me  his  name  and  where  he  lives  ?" 

Eugene,  cigar  in  mouth  and  pen  in  hand, 
tossed  him  his  card.  After  spelling  it  out  slow- 
ly, the  man  made  it  into  a  little  roll,  and  tied 
it  up  in  an  end  of  his  neckerchief  still  more 
slowly. 

"Now,"  said  Lightwood,  for  the  third  time, 
"if  you  have  quite  completed  your  various  prep- 
arations, my  friend,  and  have  fully  ascertained 
that  your  spirits  are  cool  and  not  in  any  way 
hurried,  what's  your  name  ?" 

"Roger  Riderhood." 

"  Dwelling-place  ?" 

"Lime'us  Hole." 

"Calling  or  occupation?" 

Not  quite  so  glib  with  this  answer  as  with  the 
previous  two,  Mr.  Riderhood  gave  in  the  defini- 
tion, "Waterside  character." 

"Any  thing  against  you?"  Eugene  quietly 
put  in,  as  he  wrote. 

Rather  balked,  Mr.  Riderhood  evasively  re- 
marked, with  an  innocent  air,  that  he  believed 
the  T'other  Governor  had  asked  him  summa't. 

"Ever  in  trouble?"  said  Eugene. 

"Once."  (Might  happen  to  any  man,  Mr. 
Riderhood  added  incidentally.) 

"On  suspicion  of — ?" 

"Of  seaman's  pocket,"  said  Mr.  Riderhood. 
"Whereby  I  was  in  reality  the  man's  best  friend, 
and  tried  to  take  care  of  him." 

"With  the  sweat  of  your  brow?"  asked  Eu- 
gene. 

"Till  it  poured  down  like  rain,"  said  Roger 
Riderhood. 

Eugene  leaned  back  in  his  chair,  and  smoked 
with  his  eyes  negligently  turned  on  the  inform- 
er, and  his  pen  ready  to  reduce  him  to  more 
writing.  Lightwood  also  smoked,  with  his  eyes 
negligently  turned  on  the  informer. 

"Now  let  me  be  took  down  again,"  said  Ri- 
derhood, when  he  had  turned  the  drowned  cap 
over  and  under,  and  had  brushed  it  the  wrong 
way  (if  it  had  a  right  way)  with  his  sleeve.  "I 
give  information  that  the  man  that  done  the 
Harmon  Murder  is  Gaffer  Hexam,  the  man  that 
found  the  body.  The  hand  of  Jesse  Hexam, 
commonly  called  Gaffer  on  the  river  and  along 
shore,  is  the  hand  that  done  that  deed.  His 
hand  and  no  other." 

Tlie  two  friends  glanced  at  one  another  with 
more  serious  faces  than  they  had  shown  yet. 
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"Tell  us  on  what  grounds  you  make  this  ac- 
cusation," said  Mortimer  Liglitwood. 

"  On  the  grounds,"  answered  Riderhood,  wip- 
ing his  face  with  liis  sleeve,  "that  I  was  Gaffer's 
pardncr,  and  suspected  of  him  many  a  long  day 
and  many  a  dark  night.  On  the  grounds  tliat  I 
knowcd  his  ways.  On  the  grounds  that  I  broke 
the  pardnership  because  I  see  the  danger  ;  which 
I  warn  you  his  daughter  may  tell  you  another 
stoiy  about  that,  for  any  think  I  can  say,  but 
you  know  what  it'll  be  worth,  for  she'd  tell  you 
lies,  the  world  round  and  the  heavens  broad,  to 
save  her  father.  On  the  grounds  that  it's  well  un- 
derstood along  the  caus'ays  and  the  stairs  that  he 
done  it.  On  the  grounds  that  he's  fell  oft' from, 
because  he  done  it.  On  the  grounds  that  I  will 
swear  he  done  it.  On  the  grounds  that  you  may 
take  me  where  you  will,  and  get  me  sworn  to  it. 
/don't  want  to  back  out  of  the  consequences.  I 
have  made  up  in^j  mind.    Take  me  any  wheres." 

"All  this  is  nothing,"  said  Lightwood. 

"Nothing?"  repeated  Riderhood,  indignant- 
ly and  amazedly. 

"^Merely  nothing.  It  goes  to  no  more  than 
that  you  suspect  this  man  of  the  crime.  You 
may  do  so  with  some  reason,  or  you  may  do  so 
with  no  reason,  but  he  can  not  be  convicted  on 
your  suspicion." 

"Haven't  I  said  —  I  appeal  to  the  T'other 
Governor  as  my  witness — haven't  I  said  from 
the  first  minute  that  I  opened  my  mouth  in  this 
here  world-without-end-everlasting  chair"  (he 
evidently  used  that  form  of  words  as  next  in 
force  to  an  affidavit),  "that  I  was  willing  to 
swear  that  he  done  it?  Haven't  I  said.  Take 
me  and  get  me  sworn  to  it?  Don't  I  say  so 
now ?    You  v^on't  deny  it.  Lawyer  Lightwood ?" 

"  Surely  not ;  but  you  only  offer  to  swear  to 
your  suspicion,  and  I  tell  you  it  is  not  enough 
to  swear  to  your  suspicion." 

"Not  enough,  ain't  it,  Lawyer  Lightwood  ?" 
he  cautiously  demanded. 

"Positively  not." 

"And  did  I  say  it  icas  enough?  Now,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  T'other  Governor.  Now,  fair !  Did 
I  say  so  ?" 

"  He  certainly  has  not  said  that  he  had  no 
more  to  tell,"  Eugene  observed  in  a  low  voice 
without  looking  at  him,  "whatever  he  seemed 
to  imjil}'." 

"Hah !"  cried  the  informer,  triumphantly  per- 
ceiving that  the  remark  was  generally  in  his 
favor,  though  ap])arently  not  closely  understand- 
ing it.     "  Fort'nate  for  me  I  had  a  witness!" 

"Go  on  then,"  said  Lightwood.  "  Say  out 
what  you  have  to  say.     No  after-thought." 

"Let  me  be  took  down  then!"  cried  the  in- 
former, eagerly  and  anxiously.  "Let  me  be 
took  down,  for  by  George  and  the  Draggin  I'm 
a  coming  to  it  now !  Don't  do  nothing  to  keep 
back  from  a  honest  man  the  fruits  of  the  sweat 
of  his  brow  !  I  give  information,  then,  that  he 
told  me  that  he  done  it.     Is  that  enough  ?" 

"Take  care  what  you  say,  my  friend,"  re- 
turned MortiuKT. 


"Lawyer  Lightwood,  take  care,  3'ou,  what  I 
say  ;  for  I  judge  you'll  be  answerable  for  foller- 
ing  it  up!"  Then,  slowly  and  emphatically 
beating  it  all  out  with  his  open  right  hand  on 
tlie  palm  of  liis  left ;  "  I  Roger  Riderhood,  Limc- 
'us  Hole,  Waterside  character,  tell  you.  Law- 
yer Lightwood,  that  the  man  Jesse  Ilexam, 
commonly  called  upon  the  river,  and  along- 
shore Gaffer,  told  me  that  he  done  the  deed. 
What's  more,  lie  told  me  with  his  own  lips  that 
he  done  the  deed.  What's  more,  he  said  that 
he  done  the  deed.     And  I'll  swear  it !" 

"  Where  did  he  tell  you  so  ?" 

"Outside,"  replied  Riderhood,  always  beating 
it  out,  with  his  head  determinedly  set  askew,  and 
his  eyes  watchfully  dividing  their  attention  be- 
tween his  two  auditors,  "outside  the  door  of  the 
Six  Jolly  Fellowships,  towards  a  quarter  arter 
twelve  at  midnight — but  I  will  not  in  my  con- 
science undertake  to  swear  to  so  fine  a  matter  as 
five  minutes — on  the  night  when  he  picked  up 
tlie  body.  The  Six  Jolly  Eellowsbips  stands  on 
the  spot  still.  The  Six  Jolly  Fellowships  won't 
run  away.  If  it  turns  out  that  he  warn't  at  the 
Six  Jolly  Fellowships  that  night  at  midnight, 
I'm  a  liar." 

*^  What  did  he  say?" 

"I'll  tell  you  (take  me  down.  T'other  Gov- 
ernor, I  ask  no  better).  He  come  out  first ;  I 
come  out  last.  I  might  be  a  minute  arter  him  ; 
I  might  be  half  a  minute,  I  might  be  a  quarter 
of  a  minute  ;  I  can  not  swear  to  that,  and  there- 
fore I  won't.  That's  knowing  the  obligations 
of  a  Alfred  David,  ain't  it  ?" 

"Go  on." 

"  I  found  him  a  waiting  to  speak  to  me.  He 
says  to  me,  'Rogue  Riderhood' — for  that's  the 
name  I'm  mostly  called  by — not  for  any  mean- 
ing in  it,  for  meaning  it  has  none,  but  because 
of  its  being  similar  to  Roger." 

"Never  mind  that." 

"  'Scuse  me,  Lawyer  Lightwood,  it's  a  part 
of  the  truth,  and  as  such  I  do  mind  it,  and  I 
must  mind  it  and  I  will  mind  it.  '  Rogue  Rider- 
hood,' he  says,  'words  passed  betwixt  us  on 
the  river  to-night.'  Which  they  had;  ask  his 
daughter!  'I  threatened  you,'  he  say,  'to  chop 
you  over  the  fingers  with  my  boat's  stretcher,  or 
take  a  aim  at  your  brains  with  my  boat-hook. 
1  did  so  on  accounts  of  your  looking  too  hard 
at  what  I  had  in  tow,  as  if  you  was  suspicious, 
and  on  accounts  of  your  holding  on  to  the  gun- 
wale of  my  boat.'  I  says  to  him,  '  Gaff'er,  I 
know  it.'  He  says  to  me,  'Rogue  Riderhood, 
you  are  a  man  in  a  dozen' — I  tliink  he  said  in  a 
score,  but  of  that  I  am  not  positive,  so  take  the 
lowest  figure,  for  i)rccious  be  the  obligations  of 
a  Alfred  David.  'And,'  he  says,  'when  your 
fellow-men  is  up,  be  it  their  lives  or  be  it  their 
watches,  sharj)  is  ever  the  word  with  you.  Had 
you  suspicions?'  I  says,  'Gaffer,  I  had;  and 
what's  more,  I  have.'  He  falls  a  shaking,  and 
lie  says  '  Of  what  ?'  I  says,  '  Of  foul  i)lay.'  He 
falls  a  shaking  worse,  and  he  says,  '  There  wan 
foul  i)hiy  then.    I  done  it  for  his  money.    Don't 
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betray  me  1'     Those  were  the  words  as  ever  he 
used." 

There  was  a  silence  broken  only  by  the  fall  of 
the  ashes  in  the  grate.  An  opportunity  which 
the  informer  improved  by  smearing  himself  all 
over  the  head  and  neck  and  face  with  his 
drowned  cap,  and  not  at  all  improving  his  own 
appearance. 

"What  more?"  asked  Lightwood. 

•'  Of  him,  d'ye  mean,  Lawyer  Lightwood  ?" 

"  Of  any  thing  to  the  purpose." 

"Now,  I'm  blest  if  I  understand  you,  Gov- 
ernors Both,"  said  the  informer,  in  a  creeping 
manner  :  propitiating  both,  though  only  one  had 
spoken.      "  What  ?     Ain't  that  enough  ?" 

"Did  you  ask  him  how  he  did  it,  where  he 
did  it,  when  he  did  it  ?" 

"Far  be  it  from  me,  Lawyer  Lightwood  !  I 
was  so  troubled  in  mind,  that  I  wouldn't  have 
knowed  more,  no,  not  for  the  sum  as  I  expect  to 
earn  from  you  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow,  twice 
told  I  I  had  put  an  end  to  the  pardnership.  I 
had  cut  the  connection.  I  couldn't  undo  what 
was  done  ;  and  when  he  begs  and  prays,  '  Old 
pardner,  on  my  knees,  don't  split  upon  me !'  I 
only  makes  answer,  '  Never  speak  another  word 
to  Roger  Riderhood,  nor  look  him  in  the  face  !' 
and  I  shuns  that  man." 

ITaving  given  these  words  a  swing  to  make 
them  mount  the  higher  and  go  the  farther,  Rogue 
Riderhood  poured  himself  out  another  glass  of 
wine  unbidden,  and  seemed  to  chew  it,  as,  with 
the  half-emptied  glass  in  his  hand,  he  stared  at 
the  candles. 

Mortimer  glanced  at  Eugene,  but  Eugene  sat 
glowering  at  his  paper,  and  would  give  him  no 
responsive  glance.  Mortimer  again  turned  to 
the  informer,  to  whom  he  said  : 

' '  You  have  been  troubled  in  your  mind  a  long 
time,  man?" 

Giving  his  wine  a  final  chew,  and  swallowing 
it,  the  informer  answered,  in  a  single  word  : 

"Hagesl" 

"  When  all  that  stir  was  made,  when  the  Gov- 
ernment reward  was  offered,  when  the  police 
were  on  the  alert,  when  the  whole  country  rang 
with  the  crime  !"  said  Mortimer,  impatiently. 

"Ilah!"  Mr.  Riderhood  very  slowly  and 
hoarsely  chimed  in,  with  several  retrospective 
nods  of  his  head.  "Warn't  I  troubled  in  my 
mind  then !" 

"When  conjecture  ran  wild,  when  the  most 
extravagant  suspicions  were  afloat,  when  half  a 
dozen  innocent  pcoi)lc  might  have  been  laid  by 
the  heels  any  hour  in  the  day  I"  said  Mortimer, 
almost  warming. 

"  Hah  !"  Mr.  Riderhood  chimed  in,  as  before. 
"Warn't  I  troubled  in  my  mind  through  it  all  I" 

"But   he   hadn't,"   said  Eugene,   drawing  a- 
lady's  head  upon  his  writing-paper,  and  touch- 
ing it  at  intervals,   "the  opportunity  then  of 
earning  so  much  money,  you  see." 

"  The  T'other  Governor  hits  the  nail,  Lawyer 
Lightwood  I  It  was  that  as  turned  me.  I  had 
many  times  and  again  struggled  to  relieve  my- 


self of  the  trouble  on  my  mind,  but  I  couldn't 
get  it  off.  I  had  once  very  nigh  got  it  off'  to 
Miss  Abbey  Potterson  which  keeps  the  Six  Jolly 
Fellowships — there  is  the  'ouse,  it  won't  run 
away — there  lives  the  lady,  she  ain't  likely  to  be 
struck  dead  afore  you  get  there — ask  her! — but 
I  couldn't  do  it.  At  last,  out  comes  the  new 
bill  Avith  your  own  lawful  name,  Lawyer  Light- 
wood,  printed  to  it,  and  then  I  asks  the  question 
of  my  own  intellects,  Am  I  to  have  this  trouble 
on  my  mind  forever?  Am  I  never  to  throw  it 
off?  Am  I  always  to  think  more  of  Gaffer  than 
of  my  own  self?  If  he's  got  a  daughter,  ain't  I 
got  a  daughter?" 

"  And  echo  answered —  ?"  Eugene  suggested. 

"You  have,"  said  Mr.  Riderhood,  in  a  firm 
tone. 

"Incidentally  mentioning,  at  the  same  time, 
her  age  ?"  inquired  Eugene. 

"  Yes,  governor.  Two-and-twenty  last  Octo- 
ber. And  then  I  put  it  to  myself,  'Regarding 
the  money.  It  is  a  pot  of  money.'  For  it  is  a 
pot,"  said  Mr.  Riderhood,  with  candor,  "and 
why  deny  it  ?" 

"Hear!"  from  Eugene,  as  he  touched  his 
drawing, 

"  •  It  is  a  pot  of  money ;  but  is  it  a  sin  for  a 
laboring  man  that  moistens  every  crust  of  bread 
he  earns  with  his  tears — or  if  not  Avith  them, 
with  the  colds  he  catches  in  his  head — is  it  a  sin 
for  that  man  to  earn  it  ?  Say  there  is  any  thing 
again  earning  it.'  This  I  put  to  myself  strong, 
as  in  duty  bound ;  '  how  can  it  be  said  without 
blaming  Lawyer  Lightwood  for  offering  it  to  be 
earned  ?'  And  was  it  for  me  to  blame  Lawyer 
Lightwood  ?     No." 

"No,"  said  Eugene. 

"Certainly  not,  Governor,"  Mr.  Riderhood 
acquiesced.  "So  I  made  up  my  mind  to  get 
my  trouble  off  my  mind,  and  to  earn  by  the  sweat 
of  my  brow  what  was  held  out  to  me.  And 
what's  more,"  he  added,  suddenly  turning  blood- 
thirsty, "  I  mean  to  have  it !  And  now  I  tell  you, 
once  and  away,  Lawyer  Lightwood,  that  Jesse 
Hexam,  commonly  called  Gaffer,  his  hand  and 
no  other,  done  the  deed,  on  his  own  confession 
to  me.  And  I  give  him  up  to  you,  and  I  want 
him  took.     This  night !" 

After  another  silence,  broken  only  by  the  fall 
of  the  ashes  in  the  grate,  which  attracted  the  in- 
former's attention  as  if  it  were  the  chinking  of 
money,  Mortimer  Lightwood  leaned  over  his 
friend,  and  said  in  a  whisper: 

"I  suppose  I  must  go  with  this  fellow  to  our 
imperturbable  friend  at  the  police-station." 

"I  suppose,"  said  Eugene,'  "  there  is  no  help 
for  it." 

"Do  you  believe  liim ?" 

"I  believe  him  to  be  a  thorough  rascal.  But 
he  may  tell  the  truth,  for  his  own  purpose,  and 
for  this  occasion  only." 

"It  doesn't  look  like  it." 

"/7e  doesn't,"  said  Eugene.  "But  neither 
is  his  late  partner,  whom  he  denounces,  a  pre- 
possessing person.  The  firm  arc  cut-throat  Shcji- 
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herds  both,  in  appearance.     I  should  like  to  ask 
him  one  thing.'' 

The  subject  of  this  conference  sat  leering  at 
the  ashes,  trying  with  all  his  might  to  overhear 
what  was  said,  but  feigning  abstraction  as  the 
'•Governors  Both"  glanced  at  liim. 

"  You  mentioned  (twice,  I  think)  a  daughter 
of  this  Ilcxam's,"  said  Eugene,  aloud.  "You 
don't  mean  to  imply  that  she  had  any  guilty 
knowledge  of  the  crime?" 

The  honest  man,  after  considering — perhaps 
considering  how  his  answer  might  affect  the 
fruits  of  the  sweat  of  his  brow — replied,  unre- 
servedly, "No,  I  don't." 

"And  you  implicate  no  other  person ?" 

"It  ain't  what  I  implicate,  it's  what  Gaffer 
implicated,"  was  the  dogged  and  determined  an- 
swer. "I  don't  pretend  to  know  more  than  that 
his  words  to  me  was,  '  I  done  it.'  Those  was 
his  words." 

"I  must  see  this  out,  Mortimer,"  whispered 
Eugene,  rising,     "How  shall  we  go?" 

"Let  us  walk,"  whispered  Lightwood,  "and 
give  this  fellow  time  to  think  of  it." 

Having  exchanged  the  question  and  answer, 
they  prepared  themselves  for  going  out,  and  Mr. 
Riderhood  rose.  "While  extinguishing  the  can- 
dles, Lightwood,  quite  as  a  matter  of  course,  took 
up  the  glass  from  which  that  honest  gentleman 
had  drunk,  and  coolly  tossed  it  under  the  grate, 
where  it  fell  shivering  into  fragments. 

"Now,  if  you  will  take  the  lead,"  said  Light- 
wood,  "Mr.  Wrayburn  and  I  will  follow.  You 
know  where  to  go,  I  suppose?" 

"'I  suppose  I  do.  Lawyer  Lightwood." 

"Take  the  lead,  then." 

The  water-side  character  pulled  his  drowned 
cap  over  his  ears  with  both  hands,  and  making 
himself  more  round-shouldered  than  nature  had 
made  him,  by  the  sullen  and  persistent  slouch 
with  which  he  went,  went  down  the  stairs,  round 
by  the  Temple  Church,  across  the  Temple  into 
Whitefriars,  and  so  on  by  the  water-side  streets. 

"Look  at  his  hang-dog  air,"  said  Lightwood, 
following. 

"It  strikes  me  rather  as  a  hang-?«an  air,"  re- 
turned Eugene.  "He  has  undeniable  inten- 
tions that  way." 

They  said  little  else  as  they  followed.  He 
went  on  before  them  as  an  ugly  Fate  might  have 
done,  and  they  kept  him  in  view,  and  would  have 
been  glad  enough  to  lose  sight  of  him.  But  on 
he  went  before  them,  always  at  the  same  dis- 
tance, and  the  same  rate.  Aslant  against  the 
hard  implacable  weather  and  the  rough  wind, 
he  was  no  more  to  be  driven  back  than  hurried 
forward,  but  held  on  like  an  advancing  Destiny. 
There  came,  when  they  were  about  midway  on 
their  journey,  a  heavy  rush  of  hail,  which  in  a. 
few  minutes  pelted  the  streets  clear,  and  whiten- 
ed them.  It  made  no  difference  to  him.  A 
man's  life  being  to  be  taken  and  the  price  of  it 
got,  the  hailstones  to  arrest  the  purpose  must 
lie  larger  and  deeper  than  those.  He  crushed 
through  them,  leaving  marks  in  the  fast-melting 


slush  that  were  mere  shapeless  holes ;  one  might 
have  fancied,  following,  that  the  very  fashion  of 
humanity  had  departed  from  his  feet. 

The  blast  went  by,  and  the  moon  contended 
with  the  fast-flying  clouds,  and  the  wild  disor- 
der reigning  up  there  made  the  pitiful  tumults 
in  the  streets  of  no  account.  It  was  not  that 
the  wind  swei)t  all  the  brawlers  into  ] daces  of 
shelter,  as  it  had  swept  the  hail  still  lingering 
in  heaps  wherever  there  was  refuge  for  it ;  but 
that  it  seemed  as  if  the  streets  were  absorbed  by 
the  sky,  and  the  night  were  all  in  the  air. 

"If  he  has  had  time  to  think  of  it,"  said  Eu- 
gene, "he  has  not  had  time  to  think  better  of  it 
— or  differently  of  it,  if  that's  better.  There  is 
no  sign  of  drawing  back  in  him  ;  and  as  I  recol- 
lect this  place,  we  must  be  close  upon  the  corner 
where  we  alighted  that  night." 

In  fact,  a  few  abrupt  turns  brought  them  to 
the  river-side,  where  they  had  slipped  about 
among  the  stones,  and  where  they  now  slipped 
more ;  the  wind  coming  against  them  in  slants 
and  flaws,  across  the  tide  and  the  windings  of 
the  river,  in  a  furious  way.  With  that  habit 
of  getting  under  the  leo  of  any  shelter  which 
water-side  characters  acquire,  the  water-side 
character  at  present  in  question  led  the  way  to 
the  lee  side  of  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship  Porters 
before  he  spoke. 

"Look  round  here.  Lawyer  Lightwood,  at 
them  red  curtains.  It's  the  Fellowships,  the 
'ouse  as  I  told  you  wouldn't  run  away.  And 
has  it  run  away?" 

Not  showing  himself  much  impressed  by  this 
remarkable  confirmation  of  the  informer's  evi- 
dence, Lightwood  inquired  what  other  business 
they  had  there  ? 

"I  wished  you  to  see  the  Fellowships  for 
yourself.  Lawyer  Lightwood,  that  you  might 
judge  whether  I'm  a  liar ;  and  now  I'll  see 
Gaffer's  window  for  myself,  that  we  may  kno^v 
whether  he's  at  home." 

With  that  he  crept  away. 

"He'll  come  back,  I  suppose?"  murmured 
Lightwood. 

"Ay!  and  go  through  with  it,"  murmured 
Eugene. 

He  came  back  after  a  very  short  inten-al  in- 
deed. 

"  Gaffer's  out,  and  his  boat's  out.  His  daugh- 
ter's at  home,  sitting  a-looking  at  the  fire.  But 
there's  some  supper  getting  ready,  so  Gaffer's 
expected.  I  can  find  what  move  he's  upon, 
easy  enough,  presently." 

Then  he  beckoned  and  led  the  way  again,  and 
they  came  to  the  police-station,  still" as  clean  and 
cool  and  steady  as  before,  saving  that  the  flame 
of  its  lamp — being  but  a  lamp-flame,  and  only 
attached  to  the  Force  as  an  outsider — flickered 
in  the  wind. 

Also,  within  doors,  Mr.  Inspector  was  at  his 
studies  as  of  yore.  He  recognized  the  friends 
the  instant  they  reappeared,  but  their  reappear- 
ance had  no  effect  on  his  composure.  Not  even 
the  circumstance  that  Ridcrhood  was  their  con- 
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ductor  moved  him,  otherwise  than  that  as  he 
took  a  dip  of  ink  he  seemed,  by  a  settlement  of 
his  chin  in  his  stock,  to  propound  to  that  per- 
sonage, without  looking  at  him,  the  question, 
"What  hiivc  ijoii  been  up  to,  last?" 

Mortimer  Lightwood  asked  him,  would  he  be 
so  good  as  look  at  those  notes?  Handing  him 
Eugene's. 

Having  read  the  first  few  lines,  Mr.  Inspector 
mounted  to  that  (for  him)  extraordinary  pitch 
of  emotion  that  he  said,  ''Does  either  of  you 
two  gentlemen  happen  to  have  a  pinch  of  snuft" 
about  him  ?"  Finding  that  neither  had,  he  did 
quite  as  well  without  it,  and  read  on. 

"Have  you  heard  these  read?"  he  then  de- 
manded of  the  honest  man. 

"No,"  said  Riderhood. 

"Then  you  had  better  hear  them."  And  so 
read  them  aloud,  in  an  official  manner. 

"Are  these  notes  correct,  now,  as  to  the  in- 
formation you  bring  here  and  the  evidence  you 
mean  to  give  ?"  he  asked,  when  he  had  finished 
reading. 

"They  are.  They  are  as  correct,"  returned 
Mr.  Riderhood,  "as  I  am.  I  can't  say  more 
than  that  for  'em." 

"I'll  take  this  man  myself.  Sir,"  said  Mr.  In- 
spector to  Lightwood.  Then  to  Riderhood,  "Is 
he  at  home  ?  Where  is  he  ?  What's  he  doing  ? 
You  have  made  it  your  business  to  know  all  about 
him,  no  doubt." 

Riderhood  said  what  he  did  know,  and  prom- 
ised to  find  out  in  a  few  minutes  what  he  didn't 
know. 

"Stop,"  said  Mr.  Inspector;  "not  till  I  tell 
you.  We  mustn't  look  like  business.  Would 
you  two  gentlemen  object  to  making  a  pretense 
of  taking  a  glass  of  something  in  my  company 
at  the  Fellowships  ?  Well-conducted  house,  and 
highly  respectable  landlady." 

They  replied  that  they  would  be  happy  to 
substitute  a  reality  for  the  pretense,  which,  in 
the  main,  appeared  to  be  as  one  with  Mr.  In- 
spector's meaning. 

"Very  good,"  said  he,  taking  his  hat  from 
its  peg,  and  putting  a  pair  of  handcuffs  in  his 
pocket  a|if  they  were  his  gloves,  "Reserve!" 
Reserve  saluted.  "  You  know  where  to  find 
me?"  Reserve  again  saluted.  "Riderhood, 
when  you  have  found  out  concerning  his  com- 
ing home,  come  round  to  the  window  of  Cosy, 
tap  twice  at  it,  and  wait  for  me.  Now,  gentle- 
men." 

As  the  three  went  out  together,  and  Riderhood 
slouched  off  from  under  the  trembling  lamp  his 
separate  way,  Lightwood  asked  the  officer  what 
he  thought  of  this? 

Mr.  Inspector  replied,  with  due  generality  and 
reticence,  that  it  was  always  more  likely  that  a 
man  had  done  a  bad  thing  than  that  he  hadn't. 
That  he  himself  had  several  limes  "reckoned 
up"  Gaffer,  but  had  never  been  able  to  bring 
liim  to  a  satisfactory  criminal  total.  That  if  this 
story  was  true,  it  was  only  in  part  true.  That 
the  two  men,  very  shy  characters,  would  have 


been  jointly  and  pretty  equally  "  in  it ;"  but  that 
this  man  had  "spotted"  the  other,  to  save  him- 
self and  get  the  money. 

"And  I  think,"  added  Mr.  Inspector,  in  con- 
elusion,  "that  if  all  goes  well  with  him,  he's  in 
a  tolerable  way  of  getting  it.  But  as  this  is  the 
Fellowships,  gentlemen,  where  the  lights  are,  I 
recommend  drop})ing  the  subject  You  can't  do 
better  than  be  interested  in  some  lime  works 
any  where  down  about  Northfleet,  and  doubtful 
whether  some  of  your  lime  don't  get  into  bad 
company  as  it  comes  up  in  barges." 

"You  hear,  Eugene?"  said  Lightwood,  over 
his  shoulder.  "You  arc  deeply  interested  in 
lime." 

"Without  lime,"  returned  that  unmoved  bar- 
rister-at-law,  "  my  existence  would  be  unillum- 
inated  by  a  ray  of  hope." 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

TRACKING    THE    lilRD    OF    PREY. 

The  two  lime  merchants,  with  their  escort, 
entered  the  dominions  of  Miss  Abbey  Potterson, 
to  whom  their  escort  (presenting  them  and  their 
pretended  business  over  the  half-door  of  the  bar, 
in  a  confidential  way)  preferred  his  figurative 
request  that  "a  mouthful  of  fire"  might  be 
lighted  in  Cosy.  Always  well  disposed  to  assist 
the  constituted  authorities.  Miss  Abbey  bade 
Bob  Gliddcry  attend  the  gentlemen  to  that  re- 
treat, and  promptly  enliven  it  with  fire  and  gas- 
light. Of  this  commission  the  bare-armed  Bob, 
leading  the  way  with  a  flaming  wisp  of  paper,  so 
speedily  acquitted  himself,  that  Cosy  seemed  to 
leap  out  of  a  dark  sleep  and  embrace  them  warm- 
ly the  moment  they  passed  the  lintels  of  its  hos- 
pitable door. 

"They  burn  sherry  very  well  here,"  said  Mr. 
Inspector,  as  a  piece  of  local  intelligence.  "Per- 
haps you  gentlemen  might  like  a  bottle?" 

The  answer  being  By  all  means,  Bob  Gliddery 
received  his  instructions  from  Mr.  Inspector,  and 
departed  in  a  becoming  state  of  ahicrity  en- 
gendered by  reverence  for  the  majesty  of  the 
law. 

"It's  a  certain  fact,"  said  Mr.  Inspector,  "that 
this  man  we  have  received  our  information  from," 
indicating  Riderhood  with  his  thumb  over  his 
shoulder,  "has  for  some  time  past  given  the 
other  man  a  bad  name  arising  out  of  your  lime 
barges,  and  that  the  other  man  has  been  avoided 
in  consecpience.  I  don't  say  what  it  means  or 
proves,  but  it's  a  certain  fact.  I  had  it  first  from 
one  of  the  opposite  sex  of  my  acquaintance,'' 
vaguely  indicating  Miss  Abbey  with  his  thumb 
over  his  shoulder,  "down  away  at  a  distance, 
over  yonder." 

Then  probably  Mr.  Inspector  was  not  quite 
unprepared  for  their  visit  that  evening?  Light- 
wood  hinted. 

"Well  you  see,"  said  Mr.  InsjDector,  "it  was 
a  question  of  making  a  move.     It's  of  no  use 
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moving  if  you  don't  know  what  your  move  is. 
You  had  better  by  far  keep  stilL  In  the  matter 
of  this  lime,  I  certainly  had  an  idea  that  it  might 
lie  between  the  two  men;  I  always  had  tliat 
idea.  Still  I  was  forced  to  wait  for  a  start,  and 
I  wasn't  so  lucky  as  to  get  a  start.  This  man 
that  we  have  recciA'cd  our  information  from  has 
got  a  start,  and  if  he  don't  meet  with  a  check  he 
may  make  the  running  and  come  in  first.  There 
may  turn  out  to  be  something  considerable  for 
hini  that  comes  in  second,  and  I  don't  mention 
who  may  or  who  may  not  try  for  tliat  place. 
There's  duty  to  do,  and  I  shall  do  it,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and 
ability/' 

"Speaking  as  a  shipper  of  lime — "  began 
Eugene. 

"Which  no  man  has  a  better  right  to  do  than 
yourself,  you  know,"  said  Mr,  Inspector. 

"  1  hope  not,"  said  Eugene ;  "my  fother  hav- 
ing been  a  shipper  of  lime  before  me,  and  my 
grandfather  before  him — in  fact  we  having  been 
a  family  immersed  to  the  crowns  of  our  heads  in 
lime  during  several  generations — I  beg  to  ob- 
serve that  if  this  missing  lime  could  be  got  hold 
of  without  any  young  female  relative  of  any  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  engaged  in  the  lime  trade 
fwhich  I  cherish  next  to  my  life)  being  present, 
I  think  it  might  be  a  more  agreeable  proceeding 
to  the  assisting  by-standers,  that  is  to  say,  lime- 
burners." 

"I  also,"  said  Lightwood,  pushing  his  friend 
aside  with  a  laugh,  "should  much  prefer  that," 

"It  shall  be  done,  gentlemen,  if  it  can  be  done 
conveniently,"  said  Mr,  Inspector,  with  coolness. 
"There  is  no  wish  on  my  part  to  cause  any  dis- 
tress in  that  quarter.  Indeed,  I  am  sorry  for 
that  quarter." 

"There  was  a  boy  in  that  quarter,"  remarked 
Eugene.     " He  is  still  there?" 

"  No,'*  said  INIr.  Inspector.  "  He  has  quitted 
those  works.     He  is  otherwise  disposed  of." 

"  Vv^ill  she  be  left  alone  then  ?"  asked  Eugene. 

"She  will  be  left," said  Mr.  Inspector,  "alone." 

Bob's  reappearance  with  a  steaming  jug  broke 
off  the  conversation.  But  although  the  jug 
steamed  forth  a  delicious  perfume,  its  contents 
had  not  received  that  last  happy  touch  which  the 
surpassing  finish  of  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowship 
Porters  imparted  on  such  momentous  occasions. 
Bob  carried  in  his  left  hand  one  of  those  iron 
models  of  sugar-loaf  hats,  before-mentioned, 
into  which  he  emptied  the  jug,  and  the  pointed 
end  of  which  he  thrust  deep  down  into  the  fire, 
so  leaving  it  for  a  few  moments  while  he  disap- 
peared and  reappeared  with  three  bright  drink- 
ing-glasses.  Placing  these  on  the  table  and 
bending  over  the  fire,  meritoriously  sensible  of 
the  trying  nature  of  his  duty,  he  watched  the 
wreaths  of  steam,  until  at  the  special  instant  of 
projection  he  caught  np  the  iron  vessel  and  gave 
it  one  delicate  twirl,  causing  it  to  send  forth  one 
gentle  hiss.  Then  he  restored  the  contents  to 
tlie  jug  ;  held  over  the  steam  of  the  jug  each  of 
the  three  bright  glasses  in   succession ;   finally 


filled   them  all,  and   with    a  clear  conscience 
awaited  the  applause  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

It  was  bestowed  (Mr.  Inspector  having  pro- 
posed as  an  appropriate  sentlement  "The  lime 
trade!"),  and  Bob  withdrew  to  report  the  com- 
mendations of  the  guests  to  Miss  Abbey  in  the 
bar.  It  may  be  here  in  confidence  admitted 
that,  the  room  being  close  shut  in  his  absence, 
there  had  not  appeared  to  be  the  slightest  rea- 
son for  the  elaborate  maintenance  of  this  same 
lime  fiction.  Only  it  had  been  regarded  by 
Mr.  Ins])ector  as  so  uncommonly  satisfactory, 
and  so  fraught  with  mysterious  virtues,  that 
neither  of  his  clients  had  presumed  to  ques- 
tion it. 

Two  taps  were  now  heard  on  the  outside  of 
the  window.  Mr.  Inspector,  hastily  fortifying 
himself  with  another  glass,  strolled  out  with  a 
noiseless  foot  and  an  unoccupied  countenance. 
As  one  m.ight  go  to  survey  the  weather  and  the 
general  aspect  of  the  heavenly  bodies. 

"This  is  becoming  grim,  Mortimer,"  said  Eu- 
gene, in  a  low  voice.     "  I  don't  like  this." 

"  Nor  I,"  said  Lightwood.     "  Shall  we  go  ?" 

"  Being  here,  let  us  stay.  You  ought  to  see 
it  out,  and  I  won't  leave  you.  Besides,  that 
lonely  girl  with  the  dark  hair  runs  in  my  head. 
It  was  little  more  than  a  glimpse  we  had  of  her 
that  last  time,  and  yet  I  almost  see  her  waiting 
by  the  fire  to-night.  Do  you  feel  like  a  dark 
combination  of  traitor  and  pickpocket  when  you 
thinkof  that  girl?"    . 

"  Rather,"  returned  Lightwood.    "  Do  you?" 

"Very  much  so." 

Their  escort  strolled  back  again,  and  report- 
ed. Divested  of  its  various  lime-lights  and 
shadows,  his  report  went  to  the  effect  that  Gaf- 
fer was  away  in  his  boat,  supposed  to  be  on  his 
old  look-out ;  that  he  had  been  expected  last 
high-water  ;  that  having  missed  it  for  some  rea- 
son or  other,  he  was  not,  according  to  his  usual 
habits  at  night,  to  be  counted  on  before  next 
high-water,  or  it  might  be  an  hour  or  so  later ; 
that  his  daughter,  surveyed  through  the  win- 
dow, would  seem  to  be  so  expecting  him,  for 
the  supper  was  not  cooking,  but  set  out  ready  to 
be  cooked ;  that  it  would  be  high-wat^*  at  about 
one,  and  that  it  was  now  barely  ten  ;  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  done  but  watch  and  wait;  that 
the  informer  was  keeping  watch  at  the  instant 
of  that  present  reporting,  but  that  two  heads 
were  better  than  one  (especially  when  the  see- 
ond  was  Mr.  Inspector's) ;  and  that  the  reporter 
meant  to  share  the  watch.  And  forasmuch  as 
crouching  under  the  lee  of  a  hauled-up  boat  on 
a  night  when  it  blew  cold  and  strong,  and  when 
the  weather  was  varied  with  blasts  of  hail  at 
times,  might  be  wearisome  to  amateurs,  the  re- 
porter closed  with  the  recommendation  that  the 
two  gentlemen  should  remain  for  a  while,  at  any 
rate,  in  their  present  quarters,  which  were  weath- 
er-tight and  warm. 

They  were  not  inclined  to  dispute  this  rec- 
ommendation, but  they  wanted  to  know  where 
they  could  join  the  watchers  when  so  disposed. 
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Rather  than  trust  to  a  verbal  description  of  the  j 
place,  which  might  mislead,  Eugene  (with  a  less 
weighty  sense  of  personal  trouble  on  him  tlian 
he  usually  had)  would  go  out  with  Mr.  Inspect- 
or, note  the  spot,  and  come  back. 

On  rlie  shelving  bank  of  the  river,  among  the 
slimy  stones  of  a  causeway — not  the  special 
causeway  of  the  Six  Jolly  Fellowships,  which 
had  a  landing-place  of  its  own,  but  another,  a 
little  removed,  and  very  near  to  the  old  wind- 
mill which  was  the  denounced  man's  dwclling- 
])lace — were  a  few  boats  ;  some,  moored  and  al- 
ready beginning  to  float ;  others,  hauled  up  above 
the  reach  of  the  tide.     Under  one  of  these  latter 


Eugene's  companion  disappeared.  And  when 
Eugene  had  observed  its  position  with  "'reference 
to  the  other  boats,  and  had  made  sure  that  he 
could  not  miss  it,  he  turned  his  eyes  upon  the 
building  where,  as  he  had  been  told,  the  lonely 
girl  witii  the  dark  hair  sat  by  the  fire. 

He  could  see  the  light  of  the  fire  shining 
through  the  window.  Perhaps  it  drew  him  on 
to  look  in.  Perhaps  he  had  come  out  with  the 
express  intention.  That  part  of  the  bank  hav- 
ing rank  grass  growing  on  it  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  close,  without  any  noise  of  foot- 
steps :  it  was  but  to  scramble  up  a  ragged  face 
of  pretty  hard  mud  some  three  or  four  feet  high 
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and  come  upon  the  grass  and  to  the  window. 
He  came  to  the  window  by  tliat  means. 

She  liad  no  other  light  than  the  light  of  the 
fire.  The  iinkindled  lamp  stood  on  the  table. 
She  sat  on  the  ground, -looking  at  the  brazier, 
with  her  face  leaning  on  her  hand.  There  was 
a  kind  of  film  or  ilicker  on  her  face,  which  at 
first  he  took  to  be  the  fitful  fire-light ;  but,  on  a 
second  look,  he  saw  that  she  was  weeping.  A 
sad  and  solitary  spectacle,  as  shown  him  by  the 
rising  and  the  falling  of  the  fire. 

It  was  a  little  window  of  but  four  pieces  of 
glass,  and  was  not  curtained ;  he  chose  it  be- 
cause tlie  larger  window  near  it  was.  It  show- 
ed him  the  room,  and  the  bills  upon  the  wall 
respecting  the  drowned  people  starting  out  and 
receding  by  turns.  But  he  glanced  slightly  at 
tliem,  though  he  looked  long  and  steadily  at 
her.  A  deep  rich  piece  of  color,  with  the  brown 
flush  of  her  cheek  aud  the  shining  lustre  of  her 
hair,  though  sad  and  solitary,  weeping  by  the 
rising  and  the  falling  of  the  fire. 

She  started  up.  He  had  been  so  very  still 
that  he  felt  sure  it  was  not  he  who  had  disturb- 
ed her,  so  merely  withdrew  from  the  window 
and  stood  near  it  in  the  shadow  of  the  wall. 
She  opened  the  door,  and  said,  in  an  alarmed 
tone,  "  Father,  was  that  you  callirtg  me?"  And 
again,  "Father!"  And  once  again,  after  list- 
ening, "  Father  I  I  thought  I  heard  you  call  me 
twice  before!" 

No  response.  As  she  re-entered  at  the  door 
he  dropped  over  the  bank  and  made  his  way 
back,  among  the  ooze  and  near  the  hiding-place, 
to  Mortimer  Lightwood :  to  whom  he  told  what 
he  had  seen  of  the  girl,  and  how  this  was  be- 
coming very  grim  indeed. 

"  If  the  real  man  feels  as  guilty  as  I  do,"  said 
Eugene,  "he  is  remarkably  uncomfortable." 

"Influence  of  secrecy,"  suggested  Lightwood. 

"  I  am  not  at  all  obliged  to  it  for  making  me 
Guy  Fawkes  in  the  vault  and  a  Sneak  in  the 
area  both  at  once,"  said  Eugene.  "Give  me 
some  more  of  that  stuff." 

Lightwood  helped  him  to  some  more  of  that 
stuff,  but  it  had  been  cooling,  and  didn't  answer 
now. 

"Pooh,"  said  Eugene,  spitting  it  out  among 
the  ashes.     "Tastes  like  the  wash  of  the  river." 

"Are  you  so  fiimiliar  with  the  flavor  of  the 
wash  of  the  river?" 

"I  seem  to  be  to-night.  I  feel  as  if  I  had 
been  half  drowned,  and  swallowing  a  gallon  of 
it." 

"  Influence  of  locality,"  suggested  Lightwood. 

"You  are  mighty  learned  to-night,  you  and 
your  influences,"  returned  Eugene.  "How  long 
do  we  stay  here  ?" 

"How  long  do  you  think?" 

"If  I  could  choose,  I  should  say  a  minute," 
replied  Eugene,  "for  the  Jolly  Fellowship  Por- 
ters are  not  the  jolliest  dogs  I  have  known.  But 
I  suppose  we  are  best  here  until  they  turn  us  out 
with  the  other  suspicious  characters,  at  mid- 
night." 


Thereupon  he  stirred  the  fire,  and  sat  down 
on  one  side  of  it.  It  struck  eleven,  and  he 
made  believe  to  compose  himself  patiently.  But 
gradually  he  took  the  fidgets  in  one  leg,  and 
then  in  the  other  leg,  and  then  in  one  arm,  and 
then  in  the  other  arm,  and  then  in  his  chin,  and 
then  in  his  back,  and  then  in  his  forehead,  and 
then  in  his  hair,  and  then  in  his  nose  ;  and  then 
he  stretched  himself  recumbent  on  two  chairs, 
and  groaned  ;  and  then  he  started  up. 

"Invisible  insects  of  diabolical  activity  swarm 
in  this  place.  I  am  tickled  and  twitched  all 
over.  Mentally,  I  have  now  committed  a  bur- 
glary under  the  meanest  circumstances,  and  the 
myrmidons  of  justice  are  at  my  heels," 

"I  am  quite  as  bad,"  said  Lightwood,  sitting 
up  facing  him,  with  a  tumbled  head,  after  going 
through  some  wonderful  evolutions,  in  which 
his  head  had  been  the  lowest  part  of  him.  "This 
restlessness  began,  with  me,  long  ago.  All  the 
time  you  were  out  I  felt  like  Gulliver  with  the 
Liliputians  firing  upon  him." 

"It  won't  do,  Mortimer.  We  must  get  into 
the  air ;  we  must  join  our  dear  friend  and  broth- 
er, Ridcrhood.  And  let  us  tranquilize  ourselves 
by  making  a  compact.  Next  time  (with  a  view 
to  our  peace  of  mind)  we'll  commit  the  crime, 
instead  of  taking  the  criminal.    You  swear  it  ?" 

"Certainly." 

"  Sworn!  Let  Tippins  look  to  it.  Her  life's 
in  danger." 

Mortimer  rang  the  bell  to  pay  the  score,  and 
Bob  appeared  to  transact  that  business  with  him  : 
whom  Eugene,  in  his  careless  extravagance, 
asked  if  he  would  like  a  situation  in  the  lime- 
trade  ? 

"Thankee  Sir,  no  Sir,"  said  Bob.  "I've  a 
good  sitiwation  here.  Sir." 

"If  you  change  your  mind  at  any  time,"  re- 
turned Eugene,  "come  to  me  at  my  works,  and 
you'll  always  find  an  opening  in  the  lime-kiln." 

"Thankee  Sir,"  said  Bob. 

"This  is  my  partner,"  said  Eugene,  "who 
keeps  the  books  and  attends  to  the  wages.  A 
fair  day's  wages  for  a  fair  day's  work  is  ever  my 
partner's  motto." 

"  And  a  very  good  'un  it  is,  gentlemen,"  said 
Bob,  receiving  his  fee,  and  drawing  a  bow  out 
of  his  head  with  his  right  hand,  very  much  as 
he  would  have  drawn  a  pint  of  beer  out  of  the 
beer  engine. 

"Eugene,"  Mortimer  apostrophized  him, 
laughing  quite  heartily  when  they  were  alone 
again,  "how  ca7i  you  be  so  ridiculous?" 

"I  am  in  a  ridiculous  humor,"  quoth  Eugene  ; 
"I  am  a  ridiculous  fellow.  Every  thing  is  ri- 
diculous.    Come  along  I" 

It  passed  into  Mortimer  Lightwood's  mind 
that  a  chajigc  of  some  sort,  best  expressed  per- 
hai)S  as  an  intensification  of  all  that  was  wildest 
and  most  negligent  and  reckless  in  his  friend, 
had  come  upon  him  in  the  last  half  hour  or  so. 
Thoroughly  used  to  him  as  he  was,  he  found 
sometliing  new  and  strained  in  him  that  was  for 
the  moment  j)erplexing.     This  passed  into  his 
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mind,  and  passed  out  again  ;  but  he  remember- 
ed it  afterward. 

"There's  where  she  sits,  you  see,"  said  Eu- 
gene, when  they  were  standing  under  the  bank, 
roared  and  riven  at  by  the  wind.  "There's  the 
light  of  her  fire.'' 

"I'll  take  a  peep  through  the  window,"  said 
Mortimer. 

"No,  don't!"  Eugene  caught  him  by  the 
arm.  "Best  not  make  a  show  of  her.  Come 
to  our  honest  friend." 

He  led  him  to  the  post  of  watch,  and  they 
both  dropped  down  and  crept  under  the  lee  of 
the  boat ;  a  better  shelter  than  it  had  seemed, 
before  being  directly  contrasted  with  the  blowing 
wind  and  the  bare  night. 

"Mr.  Inspector  at  home  ?"  whispered  Eugene. 

"Here  I  am.  Sir." 

"And  our  friend  of  the  perspiring  brow  is  at 
the  far  corner  there?  Good.  Any  thing  hap- 
pened ?" 

"His  daughter  has  been  out,  thinking  she 
heard  him  calling,  unless  it  was  a  sign  to  him 
to  keep  out  of  the  way.     It  might  have  been." 

"It  might  have  been  Rule  Britannia,"  mut- 
tered Eugene,  " but  it  wasn't.     Mortimer!" 

"  Here !"  (On  the  other  side  of  Mr.  Inspector.) 

"Two  burglaries  now,  and  a  forgery!" 

With  this  indication  of  his  depressed  state  of 
mind  Eugene  fell  silent. 

They  were  all  silent  for  a  long  while.  As  it 
got  to  be  flood-tide,  and  the 'water  came  nearer 
to  them,  noises  on  the  river  became  more  fre- 
quent, and  they  listened  more.  To  the  turning 
of  steam-paddles,  to  the  clinking  of  iron  chain, 
to  the  creaking  of  blocks,  to  the  measured  work- 
ing of  oars,  to  the  occasional  violent  barking  of 
some  passing  dog  on  shii)board,  who  socmed  to 
scent  them  lying  in  their  hiding-place.  The 
night  was  not  so  dark  but  that,  besides  the  lights 
at  bows  and  mast-heads  gliding  to  and  fro,  they 
could  discern  some  shadowy  bulk  attached ;  and 
now  and  then  a  ghostly  lighter  with  a  large  dark 
sail,  like  a  warning  arm,  would  start  up  very 
near  them,  pass  on,  and  vanish.  At  this  time 
of  their  watch,  the  water  close  to  them  would  be 
often  agitated  by  some  impulsion  given  it  from 
a  distance.  Often  they  believed  this  beat  and 
plash  to  be  the  boat  they  lay  in  wait  for,  running 
in  ashore ;  and  again  and  again  they  would  have 
started  up,  but  for  the  immobility  with  which 
the  informer,  well  used  to  the  river,  kept  quiet 
in  his  place. 

The  wind  carried  away  the  striking  of  the 
great  multitude  of  city  church  clocks,  for  those 
lay  to  leeward  of  them ;  but  there  were  bells  to 
windward  that  told  them  of  its  being  One — Two 
— Three.  Without  that  aid  tliey  would  have 
known  how  the  night  wore  by  the  falling  of  the 
tide,  recorded  in  the  appearance  of  an  ever-wid- 
ening black  wet  strip  of  shore,  and  the  emerg- 
ence of  the  paved  causeway  from  the  river,  foot 
by  foot. 

As  the  time  so  passed,  this  slinking  business 
became  a  more  and  more  precarious  one.     It 


would  seem  as  if  the  man  had  had  some  intima- 
tion of  what  was  in  hand  against  him,  or  had 
taken  fright  ?  His  movements  might  have  been 
planned  to  gain  for  him,  in  getting  beyond  their 
reach,  twelve  hours'  advantage  ?  The  honest 
man  who  had  expended  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
became  uneasy,  and  began  to  complain  with  bit- 
terness of  the  proneness  of  mankind  to  cheat  him 
— him  invested  with  the  dignity  of  Labor ! 

Their  retreat  was  so  chosen  that  while  ihoy 
could  watch  the  river  they  could  watch  the  house. 
No  one  Iiad  passed  in  or  out  since  the  daughter 
thought  she  heard  the  father  calling.  No  one 
could  pass  in  or  out  without  being  seen. 

"But  it  will  be  light  at  five,"  said  Mr.  In- 
spector, "and  then  ive  shall  be  seen." 

"Look  here,"  said  Riderhood,  "what  do  you 
say  to  this  ?  He  may  have  been  lurking  in  and 
out,  and  just  holding  his  own  between  two  or 
three  bridges  for  hours  back." 

"What  do  you  make  of  that?"  said  Mr.  In- 
spector; stoical,  but  contradictory. 

"He  may  be  doing  so  at  this  present  time." 

"  V/hat  do  you  make  of  thatf  said  Mr.  In- 
spector. 

"My  boat's  among  them  boats  here  at  the 
cause' ay." 

"And  what  do  you  make  of  your  boat?"  said 
Mr.  Inspector. 

"What  if  I  put  ofi*  in  her  and  take  a  look 
round  ?  I  know  his  ways,  and  the  likely  nooks 
he  favors.  I  know  where  he'd  be  at  such  a  time 
of  the  tide,  and  where  he'd  be  at  such  another 
time.  Ain't  I  been  his  pardner  ?  None  of  you 
need  show.  None  of  you  need  stir.  I  can  shove 
her  off  without  help  ;  and  as  to  me  being  seen, 
I'm  about  at  all  times." 

"You  might  have  given  a  worse  opinion,"  said 
Mr.  Inspector,  after  brief  consideration.  "  Try  it." 

"Stop  a  bit.  Let's  work  it  out.  If  I  want 
you,  I'll  drop  round  under  the  Fellowships  and 
tip  you  a  whistle." 

"If  I  might  so  far  presume  as  to  offer  a  sug- 
gestion to  my  honorable  and  gallant  friend, 
whose  knowledge  of  naval  matters  for  be  it  from 
me  to  impeach,"  Eugene  struck  in  with  great 
deliberation,  "it  would  be,  that  to  tip  a  whistle 
is  to  advertise  mystery  and  invite  speculation. 
My  honorable  and  gallant  friend  will,  I  trust, 
excuse  me,  as  an  independent  member,  for  throw- 
ing out  a  remark  which  I  feel  to  be  due  to  this 
house  and  the  country." 

"Was  that  the  T'other  Governor,  or  Lawyer 
Lightwood?"  asked  Riderhood;  for  they  spoke, 
as  they  crouched  or  lay,  without  seeing  one  an- 
other's faces. 

"  In  reply  to  the  question  put  by  my  honora- 
ble and  gallant  friend,"  said  Eugene,  who  was 
lying  on  his  back  with  his  hat  on  his  face,  as  an 
attitude  highly  expressive  of  watchfulness,  "I 
can  have  no  hesitation  in  replying  (it  not  being 
inconsistent  with  the  public  sciTice)  that  those 
accents  were  the  accents  of  the  T'other  Govern- 
or." 

"You've  tolerable  good  eyes,  ain't  yon.  Gov- 
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crnor?  You've  all  tolerable  good  eyes,  ain't 
you?"  demanded  the  informer. 

All. 

"Then  if  I  row  np  under  the  Fellowships  and 
lay  there,  no  need  to  whistle.  You'll  make  out 
that  there's  a  speck  of  something  or  another 
there,  and  you'll  know  it's  me,  and  you'll  come 
down  that  cause'ay  to  me.     Understood  all  ?" 

Understood  all. 

"Off  she  goes  then!" 

In  a  moment,  with  the  wind  cutting  keenly  at 
him  sideways,  he  was  staggering  down  to  his 
boat ;  in  a  few  moments  he  was  clear,  and  creep- 
ing up  the  river  under  their  own  shore. 

Eugene  had  raised  himself  on  his  elbow  to 
look  into  the  darkness  after  him,  "I  wish  the 
boat  of  my  honorable  and  gallant  friend,"  he 
murmured,  lying  down  again  and  speaking  into 
his  hat,  "may  be  endowed  with  philanthropy 
enough  to  turn  bottom  upward  and  extinguish 
him ! — Mortimer." 

"  My  honorable  friend." 

"Three  burglaries,  two  forgeries,  and  a  mid- 
night assassination." 

Yet,  in  spite  of  having  those  weights  on  his 
conscience,  Eugene  was  somewhat  enlivened  by 
the  late  slight  change  in  the  circumstances  of 
affairs.  So  were  his  two  companions.  Its  be- 
ing a  change  was  every  thing.  The  suspense 
seemed  to  have  taken  a  new  lease,  and  to  have 


begun  afresh  from  a  recent  date.  There  was 
something  additional  to  look  for.  They  were  all 
three  more  sharply  on  the  alert,  and  less  dead- 
ened by  the  miserable  influences  of  the  place  and 
time. 

More  than  an  hour  had  passed,  and  they  were 
even  dozing,  when  one  of  the  three — each  said 
it  was  he,  and  he  had  not  dozed — made  out  Ri- 
derhood  in  his  boat  at  the  spot  agreed  on.  They 
sprang  up,  came  out  from  their  shelter,  and  went 
down  to  him.  When  he  saw  them  coming  he 
dropped  alongside  the  causeway ;  so  that  they, 
standing  on  the  causeway,  could  speak  with  him 
in  whispers,  under  the  shadowy  mass  of  the  Six- 
Jolly  Fellov/ship  Porters  fast  asleep. 

"  Blest  if  I  can  make  it  out !"  said  he,  staring 
at  them, 

"  Make  vrhat  out  ?     Have  you  seen  him  ?" 

"No," 

"What  have  you  seen?"  asked  Lightwood ; 
for  he  was  staring  at  them  in  the  strangest  way. 

"I've  seen  his  boat." 

"Not  empty?" 

"Yes,  empty.  And  what's  more, — adrift. 
And  what's  more, — with  one  scull  gone.  And 
what's  more, — with  t'other  scull  jammed  in  the 
thowels  and  broke  short  off'.  And  what's  more, 
— the  boat's  drove  tight  by  the  tide  'atwixt  two 
tiers  of  barges.  And  what's  more, — he's  in  luck 
again,  by  George  if  he  ain't  I" 
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UNITED  STATES, 
lUR  Record  closes  on  the  28th  of  July.  The 
session  of  Congress  closed  on  the  4tli  of  July. 
Our  previous  Numbers  have  given  a  view  of  the 
general  line  of  debate  and  the  course  of  thought  dur- 
ing this  important  session.  AVe  have  not  tbouglit 
it  expedient  to  continue  the  record  of  this  from 
month  to  month.  Several  laws  of  the  highest  im- 
portance have  been  enacted ;  but  most  of  these  un- 
derwent great  changes  during  their  progress  through 
tiie  two  Houses.  The  official  copy  of  the  acts  of 
the  session  has  not  yet  been  issued,  and  Ave  must 
here  content  ourselves  with  producing  a  resume  of  a 
few  of  the  laAvs  of  immediate  interest,  reserving  for 
a  future  Number  a  more  complete  abstract. 

The  Tariff  Act  increases  largely  the  duties  on 
imports.  We  give  a  few  of  the  leading  items. 
Teas  pay  25  cents  a  pound.  Sugar,  from  3  to  5 
cents,  according  to  grade.  Molasses,  8  cents  a  gal- 
lon ;  sirups  and  melado,  2^  cents  a  pound.  Bran- 
dy, 82|^;  and  other  spirits,  $2  a  gallon.  Wines 
valued  at  not  over  50  cents  a  gallon,  25  cents ;  from 
50  cents  to  $1,  50  cents;  over  $1,  100  cents,  with 
25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  in  all  cases ;  Champagnes 
not  to  pay  less  than  $0  a  dozen  for  quarts.  Spirit- 
uous liquors  not  enumerated,  100  per  cent,  upon  the 
value.  Ales,  porter,  and  beer  in  bottles,  35  cents ; 
not  bottled,  20  cents  a  gallon.  Cigars,  from  75  cents 
to  ^?>  a  pound,  besides  from  20  to  GO  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  Tobacco,  35  to  50  cents  a  pound.  Iron, 
various  rates,  but  none  less  than  33  per  cent,  on  the 
value.  Coal,  from  40  to  125  cents  a  ton.  Lead,  on 
an  average,  2  cents  a  pound.     Gems  unset,  10  per 


cent.  Wools,  from  3  to  10  cents  a  pound,  according 
to  grade,  Avitli  10  per  cent,  additional  ad  valorem. 
Woolen  goods,  various  specified  rates,  none  less  than 
50  per  cent,  on  the  value,  and  many  more  than  this. 
Cotton,  2  cents  a  pound.  Cotton  manufactures, 
from  5  to  7^  cents  per  square  yard,  besides  from  10 
to  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem — the  finer  the  goods  the 
higher  the  rate.  Linens,  35  to  40  per  cent.  Silk, 
25  to  40  per  cent.  Silk  goods  generally,  60  per 
cent.  China  and  earthen-ware,  40  to  45.  Books, 
25.  Fancy  soaps,  10  cents  a  pound  and  25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem ;  plain  soaps,  1  cent  a  pound  and  30  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  As  far  as  possible  specific  duties 
are  levied  on  every  article,  the  general  principle  be- 
ing that  the  highest  duties  are  levied  upon  articles 
of  luxury.  An  additional  discriminating  duty  of 
10  per  cent,  is  imposed  upon  goods  imported  in  for- 
eign bottoms,  except  in  cases  where  the  contrary  is 
specially  provided  for  by  law  or  treaty.  This  act 
went  into  effect  on  the  4th  of  July. 

The  Internal  Revenue  Law  imposes  licenses  upon 
every  trade  and  profession,  varying  with  the  pre- 
sumed amount  of  business,  discrimination  being 
made  against  liquor-dealers,  shows,  lotteries,  gift 
enterprises,  and  the  like.  Almost  every  profession 
is  enumerated  by  name  ;  of  those  not  specially  men- 
tioned, every  person  whose  profession  brings  an  in- 
come of  $1000  pays  $10  for  license.  Every  possi- 
ble legal  document,  to  be  valid,  must  be  stamped, 
the  sums  for  each  being  set  do-\\Ti,  varying,  as  far 
as  possible,  with  the  amount  denoted  by  the  docu- 
ment. All  patent  medicines  and  similar  prepara- 
tions arc  subject  to  excise,  the  general  principle  be- 
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ing  to  impose  1  cent  for  every  25  cents  of  the  price 
of  tlie  article.  Almost  every  article  of  manufketure 
is  noted  with  a  special  tax,  amountinc;,  as  neaily 
as  possible,  to  5  per  cent,  upon  the  value.  Kail- 
roads,  Express  Companies,  and  similar  branches  of 
business,  pay  from  2  to  5  per  cent,  of  their  gross 
receipts.  A  special  tax  is  also  imposed  upon  many 
articles  of  show  and  luxury.  Gold  watches,  pianos, 
and  carriages  kept  for  use  pay  '^1,  if  valued  at  less 
than  6100,  with  a  general  increase  of  a  dollar  for 
each  additional  hundred  of  value.  Gold  plate  pays 
50  cents  an  ounce ;  silver  plate,  5  cents ;  but  any 
family  may  have  40  ounces  of  silver  free  of  tax. 
Incomes  are  taxed  as  folloAvs :  below  $G00,  untax- 
ed ;  from  $C00  to  $5000,  5  per  cent,  on  excess  above 
6GU0;  from  $5000  to  $10,000,  7^  per  cent. ;  on  ex- 
cess over  $10,000,  10  per  cent.  Legacies  and  suc- 
cessions to  real  estate  pay  from  $1  to  $6  on  the  hun- 
dred, according  to  the  degree  of  consanguinit}^  be- 
tween the  parties.  The  foregoing  gives  merely  a 
general  view  of  the  scope  of  this  long  and  elaborate 
law. 

The  Enrollment  Aaiu  practically  renders  every 
able-bodied  citizen  oi  military  age  liable  to  service 
in  the  army,  either  personally  or  by  a  substitute 
otherwise  exempt.  It  authorizes  the  President  at 
discretion  to  call  for  any  number  of  volunteers  for 
one.  two,  or  three  years ;  and  in  case  the  required 
number  of  volunteers  do  not  come  forward  to  order 
a  draft.  Volunteers  will  receive  a  bounty  of  $100 
for  each  A'ear,  one-third  to  be  paid  -when  mustered 
into  service,  one-third  when  half  the  term  has  ex- 
pired, the  other  third  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  service.  If  the  quota  of  any  district  is  not  filled 
by  volunteers  within  fifty  days  from  the  date  of  the 
call  a  draft  is  to  be  ordered  to  supply  the  deficiency, 
in  which  case  no  payment  of  money  shall  be  accept- 
ed as  commutation  for  relieving  any  drafted  man 
from  personal  military  service.  The  Executive  of 
any  State  may  send  recruiting  agents  into  any  of 
the  revolted  States  except  Arkansas,  Tennessee, 
and  Louisiana  to  raise  volunteers,  who  shall  be 
credited  to  the  States  and  districts  procuring  them. 
This  Act  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  4th 
of  July,  and  in  accordance  with  it  he  issued,  on  the 
18th,  a  proclamation  calling  for  500,000  volunteers 
for  one,  tAvo,  or  three  years  as  they  might  elect. 
And  in  case  this  number  of  volunteers  should  not 
come  forward,  a  draft  was  ordered  to  be  made  im- 
mediately after  the  5th  of  September,  being  fifty 
days  from  the  date  of  the  call,  for  men  sufiScient  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  every  district,  these  men 
to  serve  for  one  year. 

By  the  Act  to  increase  the  pay  of  soldiers^  the  pay 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the 
army  has  been  augmented  by  about  one  quarter, 
commencing  from  INIay  1.  In  the  engineer  and 
ordnance  service  privates  of  the  first  class  receive 
$18  a  month ;  those  of  the  second  class,  and  all 
privates  in  the  cavalry,  artiller3%  and  infantrv  re- 
ceive $1G  per  month,  with  rations  mainly  as  before. 
The  former  pay  of  private  soldiers  was  $i3  a  month. 
A  corresponding  increase  is  made  to  the  pay  of  non- 
commissioned ofiicers  in  the  army. 

The  Act  for  rerpdating  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  loyal  and  disaffected  States  enacts  that  in 
these  latter  all  property  is  to  be  considered  as  aban- 
doned when  the  lawful  owner  is  voluntarily  absent 
therefrom  and  engaged  in  aiding  or  encouraging  the 
rebellion.  Abandoned  or  captured  property  is  to  be 
taken  charge  of  and  sold  ;  liouses  and  lands  may  be 
leased  for  a  year,  with  ])iovisions  for  the  employ- 


ment and  welfare  of  former  slaves.  Whenever  any 
part  of  a  loyal  State  is  under  the  control  of  the  in- 
surgents the  President  may  forbid  or  regulate  inter- 
course with  it.  The  President  may  authorize  agents 
to  purchase  for  the  United  States  any  products  of 
the  insurrectionary  States,  paying  in  money  not 
more  than  three-quarters  of  the  market  value  of  the 
articles  at  New  York.  No  goods  shall  be  taken 
into  these  States  except  to  the  amount  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  commanding  general  of 
the  department  and  by  an  ofiicer  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  All  of- 
ficers and  men  of  the  army  and  navy  are  forbidden 
to  engage  in  traffic  in  these  districts. 

An  Act  was  passed  by  Congress  guaranteeing  to 
certain  States  whose  governments  had  been  over- 
thrown or  usurped  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Its  main  provisions  were :  That  the  Presi- 
dent might  appoint  a  provisional  governor  for  such 
States,  to  administer  the  government  until  a  regular 
State  Government  should  be  established.  When 
in  any  State  military  resistance  against  the  United 
States  has  ceased  the  Provisional  Governor  shall 
enroll  all  the  white  male  citizens,  and  request  them 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  if  a  majority  com- 
ply he  shall  issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  them 
to  elect  delegates  to  a  Convention  to  form  a  State 
government ;  the  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  the  votes 
of  the  loyal  white  citizens,  those  at  home  to  vote 
where  resident,  those  in  military  service  at  the 
head-quarters  of  their  commands;  no  person  who 
has  held  high  civil  or  military  office  under  the  rebel 
usurpation,  or  voluntarily  borne  arms  against  the 
United  States,  to  be  eligible  as  a  delegate.  This 
Convention  having  declared  the  submission  of  the 
people  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  and  adopted  provisions  disqualifying  for  the 
office  of  governor  or  member  of  the  Legislature  all 
persons  who  shall  have  held  any  important  civil  or 
military  office  under  the  Confederacy ;  and  prohib- 
iting involuntary  servitude;  and  disavowing  all 
State  or  Confederate  debts  contracted  by  the  usurp- 
ing power,  may  proceed  to  the  formation  of  a  re- 
publican Constitution  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  Convention  refuse  to  do  this  it  is  to  be 
dissolved  by  the  Provisional  Governor,  who  ma}'  at 
his  discretion  order  another.  Until  such  a  govern- 
ment is  formed  and  recognized,  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernor is  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
including  this  Act,  which  provides  especially  that 
slavery  is  abolished,  and  all  slaves  and  their  pos- 
terity enfranchised;  that  if  any  one  attempts  to 
hold  in  slavery  any  one  declared  free  by  this  Act. 
he  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  1500 
dollars  and  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  five  or 
more  than  twenty  years;  and  that  every  person 
who  has  held  or  shall  hold  high  civil  office,  or  mil- 
itary office  not  below  the  grade  of  Colonel  in  the 
rebel  service,  is  declared  not  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  'Ihe  above  are  the  essential  points 
of  tliis  Act,  wdiich  embodies  minute  directions  for 
carrying  them  into  execution. — This  Act  was  pre- 
sented to  the  President  too  late  for  him  to  take  it 
into  consideration,  and  so  failed  to  receive  his  sig- 
nature. But  on  the  8th  of  July  he  issued  a  procla- 
mation, stating  that  while  he  was  not  prepared  by 
signing  it  to  commit  himself  to  any  single  plan  of 
restoration,  or  to  set  aside  the  Free  State  Constitu- 
tions already  adopted  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
still  he  was  satisfied  with  tliis  plan  as  a  very 
proper  one  for  tlic  adoption  of  the  people  of  any 
State  who  mitrht  choose  to  embrace  it :  and  he  would 
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give  to  such  people  all  aid  and  assistance;  and  that 
when  in  any  State  armed  resistance  had  ceased,  and 
the  people  had  sufficiently  returned  to  their  obe- 
dience to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  jNIilitary  Governors  would  be  appointed 
with  directions  to  proceed  according  to  the  bill. 

The  siege  of  Petersburg  and  the  invasion  of 
Maryland  are  the  topics  about  which  the  interest 
in  the  eastern  campaign  has  mainly  centred. 

Smith's  corps  was  the  first  of  Grant's  army  that 
arrived  south  of  the  James ;  it  was  marched  direct- 
Iv  to  Petersburg.  This  important  militaiy  position 
had  been  attempted  June  10,  nearly  a  week  before, 
In'  a  joint  infantry  and  cavalry  expedition  under 
Kautz  and  Gillmorc.  Kautz  gained  the  first  line 
of  defenses,  but  not  receiving  adequate  support  from 
Gillmore,  who  was  shortly  afterward  relieved  of  his 
command,  the  attempt  failed.  During  the  few  days 
between  this  attack  and  Smith's  approach  the  de- 
fensive works  about  the  city  were  greatly  strength- 
ened. Smith's  transports  Avere  yet  coming  up  when 
at  2  A.M.,  June  15,  he  started  from  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, north  of  the  Appomattox  River.  This  river 
separating  City  Point  from  Bermuda  Hundred,  at 
its  mouth,  skirts  the  northern  front  of  Petersburg 
about  twelve  miles  above. 

The  approach  was  to  be  made  from  the  east ; 
therefore  the  Appomattox  had  to  be  crossed.  This 
was  effected  by  a  bridge  of  boats.  After  crossing, 
four  roads  were  taken  by  separate  columns;  the 
river  road  on  the  right  by  IMartindale ;  farther  to 
the  left,  the  City  Point  road  by  Brooks ;  the  Jor- 
dan Point  road  by  Hinks  with  his  colored  division; 
Kautz  with  his  cavalry  making  a  detour  away  to 
the  left  on  the  Prince  George  road.  At  noon,  two 
miles  from  the  city.  Smith  halted  waiting  for  Kautz 
until  evening.  But  Kautz  not  arriving,  the  bat- 
teries north  east  of  Petersburg  were  carried,  a  regi- 
ment of  Wise's  brigade  being  captured.  This  suc- 
cess gave  us  about  sixteen  pieces  of  artiller}',  and 
a  good  position.  Hancock's  corps  came  up  that 
night,  just  too  late  to  render  the  success  a  decisive 
one;  Hancock  himself  suffering  rather  seriously 
from  his  old  Avounds  and  not  able  to  keep  the  sad- 
dle. This  corps  was  placed  to  the  left  and  south- 
ward of  Smith.  June  16  other  positions  were  car- 
ried, and  in  the  afternoon  Burnside's  corps  came  up, 
taking  a  position  on  Hancock's  left. 

But  this  day  also  the  enemy  was  reinforced  by 
Beauregard,  who  left  his  line  at  Bermuda  Hundred 
in  so  great  hurry,  not  waiting  for  Lee's  columns  to 
come  up,  that  Butler  had  a  good  opportunity,  which 
he  improved,  of  breaking  in  upon  the  railroad  be- 
tvreen  Petersburg  and  Kichmond.  Lee  came  upon 
him,  his  work  pretty  nearly  done,  and  forced  him 
back  to  his  intrenchments.  On  the  eve  of  the  16th, 
at  6  o'clock,  an  assault  was  made  by  tlie  three 
corps,  carrying  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  followed  by  an- 
other the  next  morning,  in  which  two  redoubts  were 
taken  with  450  prisoners.  During  the  17th  War- 
ren's corps  came  up,  taking  the  extreme  left ;  and 
"Wright's  taking  the  place  of  the  Eighteenth,  the 
latter  returned  to  Butler.  By  Saturday  night,  the 
18th,  the  Confederate  line  was  pushed  back  to  its 
ultimate  position,  on  a  series  of  elevations,  with  its 
Hanks  resting  on  the  river.  The  line  had  the  form 
of  a  crescent,  to  which  the  Federal  line  conformed. 

Petcrsl)urg  communicates  with  the  South  by 
means  of  three  railroads — the  Petersburg  and  Suf- 
folk, the  Petersburg  and  Weldon,  and  the  Peters- 
burg and  Lynchburg.  The  line  which  Grant's  army 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  21st,  stretched  across  the  Ap- 


pomattox ;  Butler's  two  corps  north  of  that  river, 
facing  Petersburg  on  the  east,  and  the  four  corps  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  south,  fronting 
Petersburg  in  that  direction.  But  this  line  crossed 
only  one  of  the  three  railroads  above-mentioned, 
viz, :  the  Petersburg  and  Suffolk.  In  order  more 
closely  to  invest  Petersburg,  Grant,  on  the  22d, 
moved  his  Second  and  Sixth  corps,  supporting  each 
other  at  a  rather  spacious  interval,  close  up  to  the 
Weldon  road ;  the  Eighteenth  Corps  taking  the  place 
of  these  two  on  the  right.  Not  only  was  this  move- 
ment anticipated  by  Lee,  who  forthwith  dispatched 
Ilill  to  the  threatened  point,  but  due  notice  was 
taken  of  the  gap  between  the  Second  and  Sixth,  and 
Hill  promptly  seizing  his  advantage  pierced  the 
weak  centre  and  appeared  on  Barlow's  flank.  Bar- 
low fell  back,  leaving  Birney  exposed,  and  the  rifle- 
pits  of  the  latter  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  together 
with  M'Knight's  battery  of  four  guns.  The  con- 
fusion was  but  temporary :  the  Second  Corps  was 
re-formed  and  joined  by  the  Sixth,  when  Hill  was 
repulsed. 

On  the  sahie  day  Wilson  andj^autz  made  an  at- 
tack on  the  Weldon  road  further  south,  about  11 
miles  from  the  Federal  left.  Crossing  the  I'oad  at 
Reams  Station,  the  track  was  torn  up  for  several 
miles  and  valuable  property  was  destro}'ed.  The 
next  day  the  two  commands  reached  the  junction 
of  the  Danville  and  Lynchburg  roads  at  Burkes- 
ville  an;""  destroyed  the  railroad  for  several  miles. 
They  pushed  on  to  Roanoake  Station  on  the  Staun- 
ton River  to  burn  the  bridge  at  that  point,  but  find- 
ing it  strongly  guarded  turned  back  to  Roanoke. 
June  28  they  reached  a  point  near  Reams  Station, 
where  they  were  surrounded  by  rebel  cavalry,  un- 
der Hampton  and  Lee.  A  battle  followed,  which 
resulted  in  the  retreat  of  the  Federals.  Informa- 
tion of  this  action  and  its  result  led  Grant  to  dis- 
patch the  Second  and  Sixth  corps  to  Reams  Station, 
to  create  a  diversion  in  Wilson's  favor.  Kautz 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  country  was  able  to  reach 
Grant's  lines  on  the  30th ;  Wilson,  taking  a  more 
circuitous  route,  came  in  the  next  day.  Sixty  miles 
of  railroads  were  thoroughly  destroyed.  The  Dan- 
ville Road,  General  Wilson  reports,  could  not  be  re- 
paired in  less  than  forty  days.  His  loss  was  from 
750  to  1000  men,  including  those  lost  from  Kautz 's 
division. 

Hunter's  expedition  against  Lynchburg  resulted 
in  failure.  The  details  are  the  following :  June  10 
Crook  and  Sullivan,  under  Hunter,  march  from 
Staunton  on  Lexington;  defeat  M'Causland's  bri- 
gade ;  on  the  14tli  are  joined  by  Averill  at  Bu^ 
chanan ;  on  the  16th  strike  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee railroad  at  Liberty,  twenty  miles  west  of 
Lynchburg,  having  moved  through  a  gap  in  the 
Blue  Ridge  at  the  Peaks  of  Otter.  Here  the 
railroad  was  destroA'ed  for  several  miles,  including 
a  bridge  700  feet  long.  Hunter  then  proceeded  to 
invest  Lynchburg,  but  before  he  had  completed  his 
preparations  Early  came  up,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  reti're. 

Hunter,  in  retreating,  followed  the  line  of  the 
railroad  westward  to  Salem,  and  then  across  the 
mountains  to  Gauley,  in  Western  Virginia.  Early, 
thus  left  with  no  strong  force  between  him  and  the 
Potomac,  marched  ra])idly  up  the  Shenandoah  with 
a  force  of  22,000  men,  including  Breckinridge's 
and  Rhodes's  Corps ;  5500  of  this  force  was  cavalrv. 
Leaving  about  four  thousand  men  to  protect  Lynch- 
burg, Gordonsvillc.  and  the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
he  crossed  the  Potomac,  striking  the  Baltimore  and 
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Ohio  Railroad  at  a  point  just  above  Harper's  Ferry, 
tlircatening  JNIartinsburg.  July  3,  Sigel,  in  com- 
mand at  Martinsburg,  fell  back  on  Sharpsburg, 
leaving  valuable  commissary  and  ordnance  stores 
to  be  plundered  by  the  enemy.  The  next  day  all 
the  country  between  Winchester  and  Williamsport 
•^N'as  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  ;  at  nine  o'clock  r.:\r. 
Sigel  held  IMaryland  Heights,  Harper's  Ferry  hav- 
ing been  evacuated.  The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  running  along  the  Potomac  from  Alexandria 
to  Cumberland,  was  very  serious!}'  damaged  by  the 
Confederates,  who  took  possession  of  Hagerstown, 
and  Avere  looking  forward  to  Frederick,  from  which 
a  large  amount  of  Government  stores  were  being 
moved  to  the  North.     This  was  on  the  5th. 

On  the  9th  was  fought  the  Rattle  of  INIonocacy, 
between  General  Lewis  Wallace  and  the  enemy. 
Frederick  was  evacuated  the  previous  night,  and  in 
the  morning  was  in  the  hands  of  the  foe.  Earty 
had  gathered  in  all  his  forces  from  scattered  points, 
concentrating  them  against  Wallace.  Ricketts's  Di- 
vision of  the  Sixth  Corps  had  arrived  from  Wash- 
ington and  was  on  the  field,  holding  the  left  of  our 
line.  The  enemy  forced  the  passage  of  the  stream, 
and  by  their  superiority  of  numbers  pressed  back 
Rickctts  and  got  in  the  rear  of  our  right,  where  the 
huncb'ed  da\'S  men  were,  capturing  General  Tyler, 
who  afterward  escaped.  AVallace  then  fell  back, 
Early  pursuing  on  the  Baltimore  pike  toward  P'Ui- 
cott's  Mills.  Sunday  was  a  day  of  intense  excite- 
ment at  Baltimore.  The  enemy  was  now  chiefly 
occupied  in  plunder,  which  they  carried  on  on  a  most 
extensive  scale.  Bridges  were  burned  on  the  North- 
ern Central  road ;  two  trains  were  captured  on  the 
Philadelphia  road,  in  one  of  which  was  Major-Gen- 
eral  Franklin,  wlio  was  taken  prisoner,  but  who  aft- 
erward succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  ;  and  rail- 
road communication  was  suspended  between  Wash- 
ington and  the  North.  Monday  evening,  July  11, 
the  main  body  of  the  rebels  were  on  the  Seventh 
Street  road,  six  or  eight  miles  from  Washington, 
threatening  Fort  Stevens  ;  but  Genei'al  Augur,  in 
command  of  the  defenses  of  the  Capital,  sent  out  a 
bric,''ade  of  veteran  troops  which  soon  succeeded  in 
driving  the  enemy.  Early's  rear  now  began  to  be 
tlireatened  by  forces  under  General  Couch  and  by 
the  return  of  Hunter,  who  held  Martinsburg.'  On 
Wednesday  the  invaders  recrossed  the  Potomac 
southward,  taking  their  plunder  wi;  h  them. 

General  Foster,  having  fitted  out  an  expedition 
for  the  seizure  of  James  Island  and  other  approaches 
to  Charleston  was  partially  successful,  having  cap- 
tured the  lower  end  of  the  island.  Subsequently 
an  expedition,  under  Colonel  Gurney  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-seventh  New  York,  fitted  out 
for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Fort  Johnson  by  a  night 
attack,  signallv  failed ;  a  portion  of  the  force,  about 
1.32,  were  landed,  but  not  being  supported  in  time 
were  captured  by  the  rebels. 

In  our  last  Record  we  left  Sherman  in  possession 
of  Alatoona  Pass,  the  gate  eastward  into  the  open 
country  from  the  Alleghanies.  Sherman's  advance 
on  Atlanta  from  Chattanooga  had  been  along  the 
line  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  upon 
which  it  was  necessary  that  ho  should  keep  fast  hold 
at  every  stop  forward.  June  G  he  reached  Ack- 
wortb,  a  few  miles  south  of  the  Pass;  on  the  11th 
he  made  a  depot  of  Big  Shanty  Station.  Johnston 
coiifront'rd  liim,  holding  Kenesaw  Mountain  on  the 
railroad,  with  strong  outposts  on  Pilot  Knob  and 
Pine  and  Lost  jNIountains.  Severe  skirmishing  on 
the  15th  gave  us  Pine  Mountain;  on  the  crest  of 


the  mountain  Polk  was  killed.     At  night  the  Con-  '  » .     y^^ 
federate  line  reached  from  Kenesaw  on  the  right,  *0 

six  miles,  to  Lost  Mountain. 

The  Kenesaw,  two  miles  and  a  half  northwest  of 
Marietta,  is  a  double  hill,  the  higher  peak  rising  to 
the  height  of  1828  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Lost  IMountain  is  directly  east  from  Kenesaw,  north 
of  the  railroad  between  ^larietta  and  Dallas.  Five 
days  more  of  hard  pushing  forced  in  Johnston's 
left  from  Lost  Mountain.  The  Confederate  com- 
mander now  began  to  mass  on  the  right,  contracting 
his  lines.  M'Pherson  operating  on  the  enemy's 
right  also  gained  some  advantages. 

These  partial  successes  led  Sherman  to  adopt 
with  some  degree  of  confidence  the  plan  of  direct  as- 
sault against  the  Kenesaw,  which  was  set  down  for 
the  27th  of  June.  The  Confederate  army  on  the  22d 
stood  in  the  shelter  of  the  Kenesaw,  with  its  centre 
strongly  posted  on  that  mountain,  Noses  Creek  cov- 
ering its  left.  This  creek  was  crossed  by  Sher- 
man's right,  his  centre  meanwhile  pressing  up  to 
the  base  of  the  Kenesaw,  having  carried  some  com- 
manding positions  west  of  the  mountain  from  which 
the  enemy's  position  became  exposed  to  an  enfilad- 
ing fire.  In  the  assault  on  the  27th  INI'Pherson's 
corps — the  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seventeenth, 
commanded  respectively  by  Logan,  Dodge,  and  Blair 
— moved  against  the  main  position  on  the  Kenesaw, 
Blair  against  the  eastern.  Dodge  against  the  north- 
ern, and  Logan  against  the  western  slope.  Palmer 
at  the  same  time  assailed  the  enemy's  centre,  sup- 
ported on  the  right  by  Hooker,  while  Scholield  swung 
around  to  the  extreme  right.  Tlie  assault  failed, 
resulting  in  a  Federal  loss  of  between  two  and  three 
thousand  men.  Schofield's  movement  on  the  ene- 
my's left  was  then  strengthened  and  pushed  for- 
ward, resulting  in  the  evacuation  of  Kenesaw,  July 
3,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  capture  of  Y icksburg. 
July  5,  Johnston  took  up  a  position  two  miles  north 
of  the  Chattahoochee  and  commenced  crossing ;  b}-^ 
the  ytli  his  whole  army  was  across,  having  lost  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  (rumor  says  4000)  on  its 
way  from  Kenesaw. 

Sherman  crossed  at  various  points  north  of  the 
railroad  bridge — his  main  column,  after  the  north 
bank  was  clear  of  the  enemy,  M'Pherson's  three 
corps  somewhat  earlier ;  his  whole  army  being  south 
of  the  Chattahoochee  at  9  p.  m.  on  Sunday,  July  17. 
The  line  extended  from  near  the  mouth  of  Peach- 
tree  Creek,  on  the  right,  to  Decatur,  a  distance  of 
fourteen  miles,  as  follows :  Palmer,  Hooker,  How- 
ard, Schofield,  the  three  corps  of  M'Pherson.  That 
Sunday  was  the  beginning  of  a  momentous  week. 
Sherman's  army  held,  as  we  have  seen,  a  long  line, 
resting  in  the  form  of  an  arch  on  the  northeast  and 
within  five  miles  of  Atlanta. 

In  the  mean  time  Bragg,  the  military  super- 
visor of  the  Confederacy,  had  -sisited  Atlanta,  and 
on  the  18th  Johnston  was  removed  from  command, 
which  was  assumed  by  General  Hood,  and  a  new 
policy  was  adopted.  His  plan  was  well  conceived. 
He  knew  that  a  line  fourteen  miles  long  must  be 
weak  somewhere ;  he  would  strike  the  right  centre, 
fold  Sherman's  right  wing  back  on  the  Chattahoo- 
chee and  then  turn  upon  and  annihilate  the  left.  On 
Wednesday,  therefore,  July  20,  he  came  out  and 
hurled  his  columns  against  Hooker's  corps,  which 
was  after  all  not  the  weak  point,  making  three  as- 
saults which  were  "bloodily  repulsed." 

Not  satisfied.  Hood  assaulted  again  on  Friday  and 
with  even  poorer  success  than  before,  leaving,  so 
saj'S  report,  7000  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field, 
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and  inflicting  on  the  Federal  arniv  a  loss  of  2500. 
It  was  on  this  day  that  M'Pherson  Avas  killed. 

Sherman  in  the  mean  time  advanced  iiis  lines, 
directing  particular  attention  to  the  destruction  of 
tlie  Confederate  lines  of  retreat.  On  Thursday  he 
had  gained  a  position  commanding  a  portion  of  At- 
lanta; ]\I'ri)erson  moved  up  to  "within  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  the  city  on  the  south  and  cast,  his  left 
under  Blair  holding  a  position  near  the  Macon  road. 
There  are  four  great  lines  of  railroad  which  centre 
in  Atlanta.  Northerly  runs  the  Western  and  At- 
lantic road,  along  which  Sherman  had  been  pushing 
Johnston  across  the  mountains  for  three  months. 
On  the  east  is  the  road  to  Augusta,  branching  off 
to  Charleston  and  Savannah :  the  trunk  of  this 
road  was  held  by  LI'Pherson  at  Decatur.  On  the 
south  runs  the  Macon  road,  also  connecting  with 
Savannah;  a  short  distance  south  of  Atlanta  it 
branches  off  into  the  West  Point  and  Montgomery 
road. 

This  latter  road  had  l^een  very  latcl}'  the  object 
of  a  raiding  expedition  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Kousseau,  who  started  from  Nashville,  July  8, 
with  2700  cavalry,  consisting  of  four  regiments 
which  concentrated  at  Decatur,  in  Northern  Ala- 
bama. Proceeding  from  Decatur,  July  10,  and 
crossing  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  nvers,  Uousseau 


struck  for  that  portion  of  the  West  Point  road  be- 
tween Montgomery  and  Opelika.  During  this 
reach  of  eight  miles  there  are  eight  railroad  bridges, 
all  of  w'hich  were  destroyed,  also  bridges  between 
Opelika  and  AVest  Point.  He  reached  Sherman's 
lines  at  Marietta  on  the  23d. 

General  Forrest  was  severely  punished  about  the 
middle  of  July  by  Generals  Smith,  Mower,  and 
Grierson.  Several  engagements  occurred  on  differ- 
ent days,  in  all  of  which  Forrest,  with  Lee  and 
Walker,  were  defeated,  Grierson  estimates  the 
Confederate  loss  as  not  less  than  4000.  Smith  was 
compelled  to  return  for  want  of  supplies.  The  bat- 
tles with  Forrest  took  place  between  Corinth  and 
Okolona  in  ^Mississippi,  on  the  IMobile  railroad. 

Smith's  and  Kousseau's  expeditions  started  out 
nearlj'  at  the  same  time.  About  the  same  time 
also  Slocum  fitted  out  two  expeditions  from  Vicks- 
burg  into  tiie  interior  of  ^Mississippi.  These  were 
probably  only  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Smith  and 
Kousseau  ;  if  they  meant  any  thing  more  than  this 
thev  certainly  failed. 

The  Confederate  cruiser  Alabama,  which  has  so 
long  been  the  scourge  of  our  commerco,  was  de- 
stroyed on  tlio  10th  of  June  off  the  port  of  Cher- 
bourg, France,  by  tlu^  United  States  steamer  Kcar- 
sar(/e,  Captain  Winslow.      Tlie  Alabama.  C.ijitain 
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Semmcs,  arrived  at  Cherbourg  on  the  14th,  from  a 
cruise  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  In  accordance  with 
the  French  law  of  neutrality  she  was  warned  to 
leave  that  port.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  she 
steamed  out  of  the  harbor,  which  was  watched  by 
the  Kearsarf/e.  The  French  iron-clad  La  Couronne 
followed  her  until  she  was  beyond  French  waters. 
The  Kenrsarfje  stood  off,  followed  by  the  Alabama^ 
for  about  three  leagues,  so  as  to  be  sure  that  the 
action  should  take  place  clear  of  French  maritime 
jurisdiction ;  she  then  turned  to  meet  the  enemy. 
The  force  of  the  two  vessels  was  as  nearl}^  as  possi- 
ble equal ;  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  was  a  little 
more  numerous,  the  armament  of  the  Alabama 
somewhat  heavier.  The  Alabama  opened  fire  at 
11  o'clock  at  long  range,  the  Keavsarye  reserving 
her  fire  for  a  little  until  they  came  closer.  During 
the  action  both  vessels  inovcd  in  a  series  of  circles, 
gradually  diminishing,  and  having  a  common  cen- 
tre, so  that  each  kept  her  starboard  battery  bearing 
upon  lier  opponent.  The  fire  of  the  A  labama  was 
more  rapid,  that  of  the  Kearsarf/e  more  accurate. 
The  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  protect,  in  a  measure,  some  vital 
points  of  his  vessel,  b}-  suspending  the  iron  anchor- 
chains  over  the  side;  this  is  a  novelty  in  naval 
war,  having  been  previously  only  used  by  one  of 
our  vessels  in  the  capture  of  New  Orleans.  In  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  action  began  the  Ala- 
hama  began  to  suffer  severely.  At  every  moment 
she  suffered  more  and  more,  while  the  Kearsarge 
was  scarcely  harmed.  In  less  than  an  hour  the 
Alabama  was  in  an  almost  sinking  state,  and  her 
commander  attempted  to  run  toward  the  shore  in 
order  to  reach  French  water ;  the  Kearsarge  crowd- 
ed all  steam  to  shut  her  off,  and  coming  within  400 
yards,  delivered  a  broadside  which  reduced  the  en- 
emy to  a  hopeless  condition.  Captain  Semmes, 
finding  his  vessel  going  down,  struck  lier  flag,  or- 
dered his  crew  to  jump  overboard,  and  sent  a  boat 
with  an  officer  to  surrender  his  vessel  and  ask  as- 
sistance to  save  his  crew.  All  the  sen'iceablc  boats 
of  the  Kearsarge  were  got  out  for  that  purpose. 
jMean while  an  English  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  own- 
ed by  a  Mr.  Lancaster,  Avhose  family  were  on  board, 
had  come  out  of  Cherbourg  to  see  the  fight.  He 
was  hailed  from  the  Kearsarge  and  requested  to  aid 
in  saving  the  crew  of  the  Alabama.  His  boats 
picked  up  about  forty,  including  Semmes  and  most 
of  his  officers ;  the  boats  of  the  Kearsarge  saved 
sixty;  and  nine  more  were  rescued  by  a  French 
pilot-boat.  The  Alabama  lost  7  killed  on  board,  17 
drowned,  and  12  wouiuled.  The  loss  of  the  Kear- 
sarge was  three  wounded,  only  one  mortally.  The 
vessel  was  scarcely  harmed,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
action  was  in  a  condition  to  engage  again.  Mean- 
while the  commander  of  the  Deerhound  put  off  for 
tho  English  coast,  with  the  men  whom  he  had  pick- 
ed up.  Captain  Winslow  never  imagining  that  one 
who  bore  the  flag  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  would 
be  guilty  of  thus  dishonorably  rescuing  his  prison- 
ers. Semmes  was  landed  in  England,  and  received 
wit'ii  much  wai-mth,  and  he  declared  that  he  would 
soon  be  afloat  i'.i  another  Alabama,  This,  if  more 
than  bravado,  was  supposed  to  refer  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock, formerly  the  English  steamer  F/c/or,  which 
had  been  bought  by  the  Confederates,  taken  with- 
out armament  to  Calais,  in  France,  where  she  was 
then  lying ;  otlicrs  supposed  it  to  refer  to  the  Yed- 
do,  a  steamer  built  in  a  French  port,  ostensilily  for 
tlie  China  trade,  but  presumed  to  be  designed  for 
the  Confederates ;  this  vessel  soon  after  put  to  sea, 
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and  it  was  announced  that  she  had  been  sold  to  the 
Prussian  Government.  Others  still  suppose  that 
it  referred  to  another  vessel  building  in  England. 
Captain  AVinslow  meanwhile  took  his  prisoners  into 
Cherbourg,  and  as  French  law  does  not  permit  the 
detention  of  foreign  prisoners  of  Avar,  and  as  he  had 
no  room  for  them  on  his  own  vessel,  he  released 
them  on  parole. 

Soon  after  two  other  United  States  steamers,  the 
Saa'amento  and  the  Niagara,  arrived  in  these  wa- 
ters ;  and  the  arrival  of  two  Confederate  steamers  is 
announced.  One  of  these  Avas  supposed  to  be  the 
General  Lee,  and  the  other  the  Florida;  this  last  is 
thought  improbable,  as  that  A'cssel  Avas  only  a  fcAv 
days  before  known  to  be  off  the  American  coast.  It 
is  generally  thought  to  be  a  Confederate  corvette, 
name  unknown,  Avhich  had  been  reported  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Gibraltar.  At  the  date^of  July  13 
there  Avas  a  report  of  a  naval  action  having  been 
fought;  betAvecu  tAvo  of  these  vessels,  but  the  news 
brought  two  days  later  failed  to  confirm  the  rumor. 

Mr.  Chase  resigned  his  post  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  30th  of  June.  The  place  Avas  of- 
fered to  Mr.  Tod,  ex-Go\^ernor  of  Ohio,  Avho  de- 
clined to  accept  it  on  account  of  his  health.  It  was 
then  offered  to  and  accepted  by  Hon.  AVilliam  Pitt 
Fessenden,  Senator  from  Maine,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  in  the  Senate.  The  finan- 
cial policy  of  the  ncAv  Secretaiy,  as  far  as  developed, 
seems  to  be  to  diminish  rather  than  increase  the 
amount  of  currency,  which  is  thought  to  be  greater 
than  is  required  by  the  Avants  of  the  country,  and 
thus  to  haA'e  in  part  caused  the  present  increase  of 
prices ;  to  rely  upon  taxes  for  funds  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  GoA'crnmcnt,  including  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  procure  Avhat  other  amount 
may  be  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Avar  by 
loans  from  the  people.  Under  authority  of  an  Act 
passed  in  June  he  proposes  to  issue  $200,000,000 
in  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  three  years,  to  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  of  7^^  per  cent.  These  notes  to 
be  of  850,  8100,  8500,  81000,  and  85000,  to  have 
coupons  attached  for  the  payment  of  interest  semi- 
annually in  laAvful  money;  these  notes  at  maturity 
to  be  convertible,  at  the  option  of  the  holder,  into 
bonds  at  G  per  cent.,  redeemable  in  gold  after  1872, 
and  payable  in  1887.  This  proposition  Avas  accom- 
panied by  a  cogent  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  urging  them,  on  the  grounds  of  interest 
and  patriotism,  to  take  part  in  this  National  loan. 

The  Opposition  IMembers  of  Congress  put  forth, 
on  the  2d  of  July,  an  "  Address  to  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  to  the  people  of  the 
States  Avhich  adhere  to  the  Federal  Government," 
arguing  that  there  is  good  reason  for  changing  tho 
administration  and  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, through  the  instrumentality  of  suffrage,  in 
the  elections  of  the  present  year.  The  address  as- 
serts that  it  is  useless  to  speak  to  the  President  or 
the  majority  in  Congress.  It  charges  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  engrossment  of  poAver;  Avith  military 
interference  in  elections;  Avith  the  creation  of  bogus 
States ;  Avith  illegally  raising  troops ;  with  unneces- 
sary and  hateful  conscription  ;  Avith  the  payment  of 
exorbitant  l)ountics;  Avith  employing  colored  troops 
on  an  equality  Avitli  Avhite  soldiers ;  Avith  setting  up 
a  false  and  ruinous  financial  system ;  with  placing 
us  in  peril  of  foreign  interference ;  Avith  endeavor- 
ing to  corrupt  the  race  by  amalgamation  Avith  ne- 
groes. It  then  proposes  to  organize  an  Opposition, 
upon  the  general  basis  that  all  hnvs  shall  be  exe- 
cuted ;  that  the  alleged  Avrong  measures  of  Govern- 
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ment  shall  be  abandoned ;  that  all  troops  shall  be 
raised  through  and  officered  by  State  authority; 
that  in  reconstructing  tlie  Union  the  States  shall 
stand  as  before  the  war,  except  as  to  changes  -which 
may  be  agreed  upon  between  or  among  them ;  that 
the  Constitution  should  be  so  amended  as  to  provide 
against  the  uncontrolled  domination  of  sectional 
parties  North  or  South ;  and  that  there  should  be  a 
general  amnesty  proclaimed  except  for  particular 
oftenses.  This  address,  of  which  the  above  are  the 
leading  points,  is  signed  by  nine  members  from 
Pennsylvania,  thirteen  from  Ohio,  five  from  Indiana, 
eight  fiom  Illinois,  one  from  Wisconsin,  two  from 
Kentuck}',  one  from  Virginia,  two  from  Delaware, 
one  from  Ncav  Jersey,  and  one  from  New  Hampshire 
— 43  in  all,  of  whom  7  are  ISIembers  of  the  Senate, 
and  36  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 

A  singular  but  abortive  effort  has  been  made  to 
open  negotiations  for  peace  between  the  Union  and 
the  Confederacy.  After  some  preliminary^  negotia- 
tions, which  appear  to  have  been  conducted  by  ^Ir. 
William  C.  Jewett,  George  N.  Sandei'S,  once  Navy 
Agent  at  New  York,  and  recently  an  active  agent 
for  the  Confederates  abroad,  wrote  to  IMr.  Horace 
Greeley,  editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  that  Clem- 
ent C.  Clay  of  Alabama,  and  James  P.  Holcombe 
of  Virginia,  and  himself,  with  one  other,  whose 
name  was  not  given,  were  in  Canada,  and  Avere 
ready  to  go  to  Washington  if  a  safe-conduct  were 
given  them.  Mr.  Greeley,  Avho  had  gone  to  Niag- 
ara Falls  authorized  to  act  in  the  matter,  replied 
that,  understanding  them  to  be  bearers  of  a  propo- 
sition for  peace,  he  was  authorized  to  promise  the 
safe-conduct ;  the  blank  left  for  the  name  was  filled 
by  him  Avith  that  of  Jacob  Thompson,  formerly  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  under  Mr.  Buchanan.  Clay 
and  Holcombe  replied,  intimating  that  Mr.  Thomp- 
son was  not  the  person  intended ;  that  they  Avere 
not  accredited  agents  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment to  submit  propositions  for  peace,  but  they  were 
in  its  confidential  employment,  Avere  familiar  with 
its  Avishes,  and  Avould  be  furnished  Avith  authority 
to  act.  They  asked  for  a  safe-conduct  to  Washing- 
ton, and  thence  to  Richmond.  Mr.  Greeley  replied 
that  under  this  changed  aspect  of  the  case  he  must 
aAvait  instructions  from  the  President.  These  came 
in  the  shape  of  the  folloAving  dispatch  from  the 
President,  addi-esscd  "To  Whom  it  may  concern :" 

"Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  of 
peace,  the  integrity  of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  slavery,  and  which  comes  by  and  Avith  authority 
that  can  control  the  armies  now  at  Avar  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Execu- 
tive Government  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  met  by 
liberal  terms  on  substantial  and  collateral  points,  and  the 
bearer  or  bearers  thereof  shall  have  safe-conduct  both 
Avays." 

Upon  the  reception  of  this  reply,  the  Confederate 
agents  at  once  broke  off  all  further  correspondence, 
affirming  that  the  document  precluded  negotiation, 
and  prescribed  in  advance  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  peace,  returning  to  the  original  policy  of  "  no  bar- 
gaining, no  negotiations,  no  truces  Avith  the  rebels 
except  to  bury  their  dead,  until  every  man  shall 
have  laid  doAvn  his  arms,  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  sued  for  mercy." 

EUROPE. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  England  shows  no 
increase  of  friendly  feeling  toAvard  the  United  States. 
The  Avarm  reception  given  to  Captain  Semmes  indi- 
cates the  current  of  sentiment  in  leading  circles. 
With  cotton  quoted  at  31  pence  a  pound,  instead  of 
a  little  less  than  8  per.ce,  Avhich  Avas  the  ruling  price 


just  before  the  Avar — a  fourfold  increase  attributed 
to  our  blockade — the  feeling  among  financial  and 
commercial  circles  could  not  avcII  be  other  than  hos- 
tile to  us ;  for  the  life  of  England  depends  upon  buy- 
ing raAv  cotton  cheaply  and  selling  it  Avhen  manu- 
factured dearly.  IMoreover,  the  high  rates  of  Avages 
attainable  in  the  United  States  are  draAving  away 
the  best  part  of  the  laboring  class.  This  is  especial- 
ly the  case  in  Ireland,  Avhence  the  emigration  is  fast 
approaching  the  highest  numbers  reached  ten  years 
ago.  Most  of  the  emigrants  noAv  leaving  take  Avith 
them  not  only  their  persons  and  their  capacity  for 
labor,  but  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  capital.  A 
fcAV  years  ago  the  policy  of  the  British  GoA^eniment 
was  to  encourage  emigration ;  noAv  it  is  to  discour- 
age it.  MoreoA'cr  the  Opposition,  Avho  hope  to  re- 
place the  present  MinistrA^  are  committed  to  action 
against  the  friendly  or  at  least  neutral  course  Avhich 
the  GoA'ernment  has  endeaA'ored  to  maintain.  A 
strong  pressure  is  thus  steadily  brought  to  bear  on 
the  Government  to  induce  a  change  of  policy,  and 
it  has  not  been  Avithout  its  effect.  Thus  in  Parlia- 
ment Mr.  Lindsay  has  just  given  notice  of  a  motion 
in  faA'or  of  the  interference  of  Great  Britain,  and 
this  Avas  postponed  at  the  special  request  of  the 
cabinet.  A  deputation  from  a  body  calling  Itself  a 
society  for  obtaining  a  cessation  of  hostilities  had 
an  audience  Avith  Lord  Palmerston,  and  it  is  noAV 
said  that  Mr.  Mason,  tlie  Confederate  Commissioner, 
has  had  an  intervieAv  Avith  the  Premier,  Avhich  was 
quite  satisfactory  to  him. 

The  Danish  question,  meanAvhile,  for  the  moment 
absorbs  European  interest.  The  Peace  Conference 
held  its  final  session  on  the  25th  of  June,  having, 
as  had  for  some  time  been  foreseen,  accomplished 
no  practical  result.  The  neutral  poAvers  agreed  to 
a  partition  of  the  Duchies,  and  proposed  the  line  of 
the  Schlei.  Denmark  Avould  consent  to  this,  but 
the  Germans  claimed  more.  So  fighting  was  re- 
ncAved,  the  Danes,  OA^ermatched,  getting  the  Avorst 
of  it,  and  the  Prussians  capturing  the  island  of  Al- 
sen.  The  latest  report  is  that  the  King  of  Den- 
mark, apparently  despairing  of  any  substantial  aid 
from  England,  has  resolved  upon  a  ncAV  policy ;  has 
dismissed  his  former  ministers,  and  asks  peace  Avitli 
Prussia,  and  proposes  that  Denmark  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  member  of  the  German  Confederation, 
placing  her  navy  under  the  control  of  the  Diet. 
If  this  is  accomplished  the  German  Confederation 
Avill  soon  be  able  to  take  rank  among  the  great 
maritime  poAvers,  the  point  at  which  Prussia  and 
the  minor  German  states  liaA^e  reall}'  all  along  been 
aiming.  Such  a  result  can  not  be  pleasing  to  En- 
gland and  France,  Avho  noAV  hold  betAveen  them  the 
control  of  the  ocean.  Moreover,  no  little  uneasi- 
ness has  been  felt  on  account  of  a  meeting  lately 
held  by  the  sovereigns  of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prus- 
sia, Avhich  Avas  reported  to  haA^e  in  effect  resulted  in 
a  league  betAvecn  these  poAvers  against  England  and 
France.  There  is,  hoAVCA'cr,  no  sure  evidence  of  the 
accomplishment  of  any  such  league.  IMeauAvhile 
the  personal  relations  of  the  English  court  Avith  the 
belligerents  have  no  small  part  in  complicating 
British  action.  The  eldest  daughter  of  the  Queen 
is  married  to  the  Prince  of  Prussia,  presumptive 
heir  to  the  croAvn  ;  Avhile  the  Avife  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Avho  may  at  any  time  become  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,  and  Avho  is  said  to  haA'C  gained  com- 
plete control  OA'cr  her  feeble  husband,  is  daughter 
of  the  King  of  Denmark.  The  Queen  herself  ap- 
parently leans  to  the  German  side :  but  the  future 
Queen,  of  course,  is  in  favor  of  the  Danes. 
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MR.  JARVES,  a  gentleman  who  has  devoted  a 
large  part  of  his  life  to  the  study  of  pictures, 
and  of  ^Yhose  interesting  collection  of  old  works  we 
believe  that  we  spoke  with  sincere  praise  some  years 
ago,  has  recently  published  a  book  called  "The 
Art-Idea,"  which  we  have  not  yet  had  the  good 
fortune  to  see.  But  we  learn  from  a  review  of  it 
that  the  remarks  upon  pictures,  in  which  the  Easy 
Chair  has  sometimes  indulged,  are  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Jarves  in  the  terms  wliich,  the  impartial  re- 
viewer assures  us,  their  shallowness  properh^  mer- 
its. Now  the  Easy  Chair  acknowledges  a  pleasant 
perplexity.  It  does  not  know  whether  to  be  more 
indignant  that  any  body  should  call  any  of  its  re- 
marks shallow,  or  gratified  that  its  harmless  chat 
should  be  honored  by  the  notice  of  an  actual,  print- 
ed, and  bound  book :  printed  and  bound,  too,  if  the 
author's  previous  works  establish  any  precedent,  in 
the  most  attractive  and  becoming  manner.  Sitting 
quietly  by  the  way  weaving  leaves  and  transient 
little  blossoms  into  the  prettiest  chaplct  it  can  con- 
trive, and  hanging  it  every  month  upon  the  fence 
in  the  modest  hope  that  some  passer-by  may  have  a 
momentary  pleasure,  here  comes  a  nobleman  whirl- 
ing along  in  his  glittering  chariot,  and  disdainfully 
exclaims,  "  Trash !  rubbish  !  that  is  not  a  diamond 
crown."  True,  0  King !  it  is  but  a  poor  little  nose- 
gay.    Have  the  grace  to  consider  it. 

The  criticism,  by  which  imposing  name  onr  chat 
about  pictures  is  called,  is  only  an  expression  of 
opinion  or  of  impressions.  The  Easy  Chair  reads  a 
book,  or  hears  an  opera,  or  sees  a  picture,  and  tells 
its  cronies  what  it  thinks  of  them.  The  opinions 
are  very  likely  poor  enough,  and  the  impressions 
shallow ;  but  shall  all  conversation  stop  because  it 
is  not  profound  or  wise  ?  Our  friend  in  the  chariot, 
as  we  learn  from  the  reviewer,  calls  Leutze  the  For- 
rest of  American  painters.  What  opinion  does  he 
suppose  Mr.  Leutze  and  his  friends  entertain  of  that 
opinion  ?  "VVe  are  all  the  Archbishop  and  Gil  Bias. 
"I  most  humbly  beg  that  you  will  not  be  offended 
with  my  freedom,"  quoth  Gil  Bias.  "God  forbid 
(cried  the  Archbishop  Mith  precipitation),  God  for- 
bid that  I  should  find  fault  with  it.  In  so  doing  I 
should  be  very  unjust.  I  don't  at  all  take  it  ill 
that  you  speak  your  sentiment:  it  is  your  senti- 
ment only  that  I  find  bad.  I  have  been  most 
egregiously  deceived  in  your  narrow  understand- 
ing." 

It  was  only  yesterday  that  the  Easy  Chair  met 
Silex  in  Broadway,  and  talked  for  an  hour  under  an 
awning  by  the  Astor  House.  It  M'as  Silex  that 
Elia  had  in  mind  Avhen  he  wrote  of  imperfect  sym- 
pathies. "  You  maj'  have  an  opinion  of  a  contem- 
porary picture,"  said  he,  "  but  you  have  no  right  to 
express  it,  for  it  is  the  painter's  bread  and  butter. 
You  pierce  innocent  hearts  with  your  steel  pen- 
point — and  none  the  less  surely  if  the  pen  be  gold. 
You  say  a  fine  sharp  thing,  and  it  costs  a  toiling 
artist  his  Sunday's  beef  or  his  month  by  the  sea  or 
among  the  hills.  It  pleases  your  vanity  to  be 
smart  in  print,  and  some  poor  fellow's  boy  must  go 
without  a  quarter's  schooling  in  consequence.  No 
tmly  humane  man  will  express  an  opinion  which 
makes  a  patient,  industrious,  worth}'  fellow-creature 
suffer."  * 

This  is  a  philosophy  which  puts  the  Easy  Chair 
and  the  author  who  finds  his  opinions  of  pictures 
shallow  into  the  same  categorv.     For  it  declares 


that  no  unfavorable  opinion,  however  shallow,  how- 
ever sincere  and  profound,  must  be  expressed  if  it 
endangers  any  body's  revenue  innocently  derived. 
But  the  Easy  Chair  does  not  surrender.  If  Martin 
Farquhar  Tupper  issues  a  volume  of  sonnets — what 
are  depreciatory  adjectives  made  for  if  not  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  case  at  sight  ?  If  people  believe  brass 
to  be  gold,  they  Avill  pay  accordingly ;  but  it  is  no 
reason  for  any  body  who  knows  to  keep  silence  be- 
cause the  merchant  himself  believes  it  to  be  gold. 

"  Yes,"  says  Silex,  "  but  you  do  not  know  about 
pictures." 

"Yes,"  cr}'  the  painters,  "let  only  those  who 
know  criticise." 

Very  well,  docs  the  critic  who,  with  justice  that 
we  do  not  question,  knows  the  Easy  Chair's  opinion 
of  pictures  to  be  worthless,  also  know  that  Leutze  is 
the  Forrest  of  American  artists  ? 

Certainly  not.  That  is,  after  all,  his  opinion  only. 
The  whole  thing  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  because  art, 
viewed  icsthetically,  is  not  an  exact  science.  A  spec- 
tator is  surely  not  shallow  because  he  finds  pleasing 
points  in  Guido,  nor  profound  because  he  delights 
in  the  sculptures  of  the  Medici  chapel.  All  that 
Silex,  or  the  author  of  the  Art-Idea,  or  the  National 
Aca9emy  of  Design,  can  demand  of  any  man  who 
talks  about  pictures  is  that  he  shall  say  what  he 
honestly  thinks.  A  picture  is  indeed,  under  some 
circumstances,  an  article  of  merchandise  like  a  keg 
of  red  herring,  just  as  a  man  has  two  legs  like  a 
dodo ;  but  the  likeness  ends  there.  A  man  has  un- 
doubtedly a  right  to  print  in  the  Evening  Post  his 
opinion  that  the  red  herring  of  Aker  and  Co.  are  bet- 
ter than  those  of  Baker  and  Co.,  or  that  he  prefers 
IMuir's  Scotch  pale  ale  to  the  Philadelphia  brew.  It 
may  be  a  very  small-beer  business.  But  Avhy  should 
Baker  and  Co.  and  Philadelphia  complain?  It  is  a 
matter  of  taste. 

Any  competent  person  can  prove  to  all  of  us  that 
Ave  ought  to  believe  every  proposition  in  Euclid. 
He  may  shoAv  to  us  conclusively  that  each  is  so  and 
can  not  be  otherwise.  But  neither  Ruskin,  nor 
Haydon,  nor  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  nor  Goethe,  nor 
Jarves,  can  pi'ove  to  any  one  of  us  that  we  ought  to 
admire  Michael  Angelo  more  than  Raphael,  or  Ra- 
phael more  than  Titian.  Most  men  would  enjoy 
Macaulay  more  than  Milton.  Naj',  the  one  hun- 
dred and  seventh  edition  of  Tupper's  Proverbial 
Philosophy,  which  we  recently  saw  announced, 
shows  how  much  milk  is  found  in  that  cocoa-nut. 
Is  the  expression  of  the  pleasure  improper  ?  It  may 
show  shalloAvness,  but  if  only  profundity  is  to  be 
allowed  in  print,  who  shall  be  censor  ?  Let  only 
those  criticise  pictures  who  know!  exclaim  the 
painters.  But  that  does  not  help  us.  We  Still 
stick  fast  at  the  old  question.  Who  knows  ? 

At  this  point,  Rossiter,  the  artist,  Avho,  although 
he  has  left  the  city  and  lives  in  the  lovely  holloAv 
of  the  Hudson  highlands,  is  devoted  as  ever  to  hi'^ 
easel,  puts  in  his  friendly  word.  Busied  with  a 
grave  and  important  Avork,  the  Life  of  Christ,  illus- 
trated in  a  scries  of  large  pictures,  he  is  not  in  the 
least  removed  from  the  most  active  sympatliy  AA'ith 
all  the  interests  of  the  art  Avorld,  and  Avatched  from 
his  eyrie  the  contest  that  shook  it  during  the  spring. 
He  says : 

"It  fihoulfl  obtain  as  a  canon  in  criticism  that  the 
critic  Khali  be  a  professor  of  the  art,  science,  occupation, 
or  craft  wliich  he  criticises.     Then,  bo  far  as  he  cau  show 
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through  his  •works  his  perceptive  power,  so  far  may  he  be 
recognized  as  critical  authority  and  no  farther. 

"Let  me  illustrate  and  define  the  position,  by  a  paral- 
lelism in  another  calling.  Were  you  and  I  to  have  had 
the  unfortunate  opportunity  of  \vitue.-=sing  one  of  the  many 
battles  in  Virginia,  from  a  stand-point  where  we  could 
command  the  field  as  much  as  possible,  we  would  use  our 
individual  perceptive  faculties  to  the  making  up  an  opin- 
ion of  what  was  going  on  within  the  scope  of  our  vision, 
and,  having  tolerably  good  eyes,  we  should  be  able  to  nar- 
rate all  that  we  saw.  Since  our  earliest  school-days  we 
have  read  of  battles,  from  tliose  of  the  Amorites  and  llit- 
tites,  to  that  of  yesterday.  These  we  would  apply  to  as- 
sist in  making  intelligent  all  that  we  saw.  "We  miglit 
recall  the  struggles  of  Thermopylfe  and  Marathon,  of 
Blenheim  and  Waterloo,  of  Quebec  and  Trenton— the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Greek,  the  system  of  the  Roman  phalanx  and 
legion,  the  tactics  of  Cjesar,  the  strategy  of  Napoleon. 
Having  dipped  somewliat  into  military  engineering  Ave 
are  familiar  with  its  principles,  from  the  practice  of  the 
Phoenicians  to  Vauban,  and  thence  to  our  day.  We  can 
talk  glibly  of  projectiles,  can  quote  the  exact  projection 
and  range  of  an  Armstrong  or  a  Parrot-rifled  bore,  reeling 
off  any  amount  of  statistics  to  prove  our  erudition.  We 
know  an  officer  or  two,  witii  whom  we  have  bandied  opin- 
ions, and  gatliered  professional  authority.  But  alas !  as 
we  stand  on  tlie  summit,  so  well  out  of  reach  of  a. stray 
shot  as  to  secure  a  cool  judgment,  we  see  here  and 
there  the  marshaling  of  battalions,  the  sectional  move- 
ments of  a  great  army.  We  begin  to  form  our  theory  of 
what  is  to  be  done ;  are  immensely  wise  as  to  the  method 
and  its  result.  Yonder  is  a  small  wreath  of  smoke,  there 
larger  wreaths,  anon  a  great  deal  of  noise,  obscuring 
clouds,  blinding  dust,  a  helter-skelter,  hither  and  thither, 
apparently  nothing  but  chaos.  We  hail  an  officer  speed- 
ing past.  'IIo,  friend!  does  not  yonder  battle  betoken 
defeat  to  the  enemy'?'  When  you  hear  his  reply  of  dis- 
dain :  '  Tliat  which  you  see  is  only  a  skirmish,  the  battle 
is  being  fought  miles  away.' 

"Scarcely  a  person  can  be  brought  to  the  humiliating 
avowal  that  he  does  not  perceive  all  that  another  does  in 
an  object,  scene,  or  incident.  But  until  he  has  gone  into 
an  artistic  analysis  of  what  his  eyes  behold  he  little  dreams 
how  near  the  mole's  are  his  optical  penetration. 

"  The  art  of  drawing  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
faculty  of  describing  by  lines  what  one  sees;  and  just  so 
far  as  a  person-sees  comprehensively,  so  far  can  that  per- 
son define  the  contour  of  an  object,  or  the  space  it  occu- 
pies relatively  to  other  objects,  by  boundary  lines.  And 
so  of  the  perception  of  local  light  and  dark,  light  and 
shade,  color  and  texture,  which  make  the  qualities  of  all 
visible  things  which  can  be  rendered  by  painting,  and 
through  the  subtle  knowledge  of  which,  in  proper  combi- 
nation, the  artist  is  enabled,  by  means  of  a  few  pigments, 
brushes,  and  a  flat  surface,  to  convey  an  impression  or 
representation  of  them  to  the  mind  of  a  beholder. 

''•It  is  true  that  looking  at  Nature  attentively  educates 
the  eye  and  perceptive  faculties  to  determining  approxi- 
mate qualities  in  a  picture,  and  the  study  of  good  pictures 
enables  the  student  of  them  to  better  comprehend  the  mys- 
teries of  nature.  But  he  can  only  arrive  at  the  power 
of  close  discrimination  and  scrutiny  through  the  process 
pursued  by  artists  in  their  education. 

"•'Nothing  is  so  illusive  as  this  matter  of  vision,  and 
hence  young  students,  with  their  eyes  just  opening,  their 
ideality  active,  and  their  feelings  keen,  think  they  can 
scan  the  whole  arena  of  art's  domain,  and  sit  in  arrogant 
judgment  on  the  works  of  all  ages  and  classes  of  minds. 

"A  few  years,  and  their  assumption  becomes  tempered 
to  a  healthier,  wiser,  and  more  judicious  recognition  of 
tlieir  own  range  of  observation.  And  late  in  life  they  find 
the  telescopes  they  clutched  as  boys  are  only  tin  horns — 
things  to  blast  through,  and  not  the  tubes  through  which 
to  read  the  stars. 

"If  the  neophytes  in  art,  then,  are  deluded  in  their  es- 
timate of  how  much  they  see  and  gauge,  how  much  more 
so  are  the  critics  who  have  not  even  entered  at  the  door 
through  which  only  positive  knowledge  in  sight  can  be  ob- 
tained? 

"On  the  walls  of  an  Exhibition  gallery  are  hung  a 
promiscuous  array  of  pictures,  the  products  of  different 
mind.-!,  possessing  some  qualities  in  common,  but  each 


with  its  individual  excellence  arising  from  the  individu- 
ality of  the  artist.  Comparisons  in  Avorks  of  art,  there- 
fore, are  inconsistent  and  unphilosophical.  With  as  much 
reason  one  can  assert  that  an  oak  is  better  than  a  hick- 
ory, a  willow  than  a  cedar,  a  stramonium  than  a  rose- 
bush. Eacli  have  their  application  in  the  divine  econo- 
my. One  for  ships,  another  for  wheel-barrows  ;  one  for 
charcoal,  anotlier  for  decorative  uses;  one  for  medicine, 
another  for  fragrance  and  beauty.  Nor  must  we  con- 
found things,  and  say  which  is  best,  until  we  have  scanned 
all  its  uses,  and  even  then  with  broadest  latitude  and  am- 
plest qualification.  True,  the  spectator  may  say  that  Mr. 
Church  excels  IMr.  Kensett,  or  Mr.  Kensett  excels  Mr. 
Churcii ;  that  Mr.  Leutze  is  Buperioi-  to  Mr.  Johnson,  or 
Mr.  Jolmson  is  the  abler  artist.  But  the  united  testimony 
of  fifty  men  does  not  any  the  more  make  one  superior  to 
tlie  otiier,  or  define  the  standard  of  excellence. 

"And  here  we  arrive  at  the  next  canon  in  art-criti- 
cism. None  should  attempt  to  define  standards  of  excel- 
lence, methods,  direction,  or  planes  of  difference,  except 
those  who  are  conceded  as  masters  of  a  calling. 

"Now,  inasmuch  as  no  one  mind  has  all  the  qualities 
requisite  for  a  perfect  artist,  so  no  artist  can  be  considered 
oracular  except  in  the  qualities  wliich  constitute  his  partic- 
ular excellence ;  while  in  the  elements  of  which  he  is  defi- 
cient he  is  more  or  less  fallible. 

"In  proof  of  this,  every  true  artist  who  has  labored 
long  at  his  profession  learns  his  oatu  weaknesses  and  short- 
comings, and  turns  for  direction  and  illumination  instinct- 
ively to  certain  minds  Avho  have  explored  or  probed  be- 
yond liim,  conscious  that  those  only  AA'ho  are  superior  to 
him  can  healthily  criticise  his  Avorks,  and  the  more  ef- 
fectively in  the  direction  they  are  strongest.  Thus,  for 
force  of  dramatic  character,  for  composition,  for  consist- 
ency in  gi'ouping,  the  rationale  of  chiar-oscuro,  he  Avould 
consult  with  one  like  Leutze,  Avho  is  eminent  in  these 
qualities,  and  solicit  his  critical  opinion  before  another's; 
for  the  evanescent  expression  of  aerial  gradation,  the  ten- 
derness of  hue  and  fullness  of  texture  every  Avhere  mani- 
fest in  nature,  he. Avould  seek  advice  from  a  Kensett;  for 
the  rendering  of  a  pastoral  theme,  Durand;  for  tranquil- 
lity, Casilear;  for  the  an.alysis  of  skies  and  thoroughness 
of  detail,  he  Avould  go  to  Church;  for  breadth  and  lumin- 
osity, to  Gifford  or  Ilaseltine;  for  color,  to  Coleman;  for 
large  catholic  .=entiment  and  poetry,  to  Cole;  for  finesse 
and  delicacy,  to  Shattuck  or  Hill;  for  fresh,  hearty  trans- 
lation of  quiet  nooks,  to  Hart;  and  so,  ad  infinitum. 
Each  and  all  have  their  dissimilar  qualities  of  varied  ex- 
cellence. So  have  they  each  their  parisli  of  admirers ; 
and  all  attempts  at  comparison  are  senseless,  conducive 
to  cabals  and  cliques,  with  their  attendant  bickerings,  and 
to  ignoble  contests  among  followers  or  admirers. 

"By  the  analysis  of  one  picture  the  rules  which  should 
obtain  in  criticism  maybe  explained,  and  AveAA-ill  take  Mr. 
Leutze's  Crossing  the  DelaAvare  as  a  conspicuous  illustra- 
tion of  our  meaning.  It  is  amenable  to  criticism  from  dif- 
ferent  stand-points.  First,  every  student  in  history  may 
comment  from  his  knowledge  of  the  historic  data.  Is  the 
scene  rendered  according  to  all  the  facts  and  traditions  ? 
Are  the  costumes  exact?  Tlie  nationalities  of  the  group 
consistently  given?  Do  Washington's  face  and  attitude 
convey  his  character?  Is  he  too  tall  or  too  short,  too 
young  or  too  old,  for  the  period  of  life?  Is  Greene's  por- 
trait from  the  best  authorities?  Is  the  hoirr  of  dawn 
right?  etc.,  etc.  Second,  the  material  critic.  The  tailor, 
the  shoemaker  may  sci'utinize  the  facts  of  their  crafts ;  the 
boat-builder  may  ask  and  question  of  the  boat.  These 
are  the  ci-iticnl  provinces  of  the  general  beholders.  Then 
comes  the  technical  province,  or  field  of  art,  Avith  its  anal- 
ysis. Are  the  positions  and  groupings  consistent  and  skill- 
fully disposed?  Are  the  chiar-oscuro,  light  and  sliade, 
tone,  color,  textures,  and  qualities  all  satisfactorily  ex- 
pressed ? 

"  Each  artist  and  his  satellites  immediately  begin  with 
their  objections.  One  Avill  think  the  general  color  too 
cold,  another  too  warm  for  the  hour.  One  Avill  exact  more 
generality  of  treatment,  another  require  more  detail.  The 
•aariue-painter  may  cavil  at  the  Avater.  The  landscapist 
Avho  has  studied  Avinter  effects  may  object  to  the  color  and 
consistency  of  the  ice. 

"  Many  may  find  great  incompleteness  in  the  fragments ; 
but  it  Avill  be  only  as  the  Avhole  theme  and  its  treatment 
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can  be  grasped,  analyzed,  ganged,  and  weighed,  that  a 
really  philosophical  and  intelligent  criticism  can  bo  written. 

"■To  accompliah  this  the  critic  must  have  all  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  various  artistic  mind?,  gathered  from  a  long 
practice  of  the  profession,  and  a  technical  knowledge  of 
every  object  introduced  into  the  work.  He  must  be  fa- 
miliar with  the  scientific  facts  on  which  the  rendering 
rests.  He  must  be  a  dramatist  to  analyze  the  situations, 
and  a  thorough  scholar  to  pronounce  on  the  historic  ver- 
sion. Does  any  critic  of  our  newspapers  combine  all  these 
elements  ?  Otherwise  he  is  but  a  quack  mentor,  and  his 
syllables  should  be  regarded  as  tlie  noisy  babblings  of  one, 
who,  having  the  public  ear,  utters  fallacies  to  the  detri- 
ment of  those  who  are  doing  their  best  to  work  out  tlieir 
inner  promptings. 

"■Exacting  such  qualifications  in  the  critic,  you  say, 
virtually  does  away  with  criticism^k  This  is  just  the  point 
at  which  we  would  ari-ive,  namely:  As  no  one  witliin  or 
without  the  profession  has  all  the  qualities  necessary  for  a 
thorough  and  oi'acular  art-critic,  so  a  little  less  arrogance, 
a  little  less  dogmatic  ex  cathedra  assertion,  a  little  less 
positiveness  in  promulgating  shallow  opinions,  and  a  little 
more  charity,  for  the  constitutional  blindness  of  the  art- 
ists, would  be  in  better  taste. 

"Let  the  public  be  encouraged  to  go  to  exhibitions,  even 
upon  the  condition  of  making  them  free.  Then  let  the 
people  be  educated  by  the  various  examples  which  various 
hands  produce.  One  with  ideality  large  will  feast  on  a 
mystical  conglomeration  of  tints  such  as  Turner  sent  from 
his  easel.  Another  will  be  stirred  to  lieroism  by  the  deeds 
of  Washington  or  Luther  happily  depicted.  A  third,  by 
the  touching  portrayal  of  the  Sister  of  Charity's  self-sacri- 
fice, may  be  prompted  to  merciful  acts  and  seek  to  do 
likewise.  A  fourth  will  find  delight  in  the  conscientious 
translation  of  a  tin  pot,  or  derive  satisfaction  in  counting 
the  leaves  of  a  daisy  wrought  with  a  most  marvelous 
patience. 

"  Another  point  to  which  I  would  allude  is  the  quality 
of  tlie  M'orks  artists  often  exhibit.  With  painters,  as  with 
other  men,  the  necessity  of  providing  sustenance  for  them- 
selves and  families  often  compels  them  to  paint  sketcliy 
things  merely  for  bread,  or  to  meet  some  pressing  pecun- 
iary want. 

"In  art,  more  than  any  other  profession,  this  condition 
exists ;  and  when  an  artist  has  done  better  things,  a  gen- 
erous writer  would  never  sneer  at  the  slight  works,  how- 
ever much  he  might  deplore  them,  but  rather  put  down  to 
adverse  circumstance,  trouble,  and  necessity,  the  escape 
of  these  callow  broods  into  the  market's  glare  and  invidious 
gazo. 

"Then  again,  there  are  waif  thoughts  which  an  artist 
dashes  off,  and  is  willing  to  scatter  among  those  who  will 
entertain  them  for  what  they  are  worth. 

"Many  can  aiford  to  give  a  trifle  for  a  thought  sketchily 
expressed  where  one  can  pay  for  amplifying  the  thought 
through  months  of  labor.  Such  works  are  not  subjects  for 
criticism,  nor  have  they  a  definite  value.  One  may  be 
willing  to  give  as  many  dollars  as  another  would  pence 
for  the  same  thing.  And  so  of  the  sale  value  of  an  artist's 
elaborate  works.  As  therq  are  no  defined  laws  of  criticism 
so  there  is  no  standard  of  pecuniary  value.  A  picture  to- 
day may  bring  a  fabulous  price.  Next  year  none  so  poor 
to  do  it  money  reverence.  One  class  of  artists  are  popular 
this  month,  another  will  be  next.  Many  of  the  most  en- 
during fame  scarcely  realized  enough  in  their  lifetime  to 
keep  them  from  the  fangs  of  penury.  Others  rioting  in 
favors  while  living,  being  dead,  have  their  works  deemed 
valueless.  So  in  this  aspect  of  the  question  it  behooves 
critics  to  look  to  their  conceits  and  sounding  paragraphs, 
for  in  all  times  have  the  false  prophets  abounded,  and  it 
is  not  a  pleasant  reputation  to  possess. 

"  There  is  a  great  wrong  inflicted,  in  nearly  evei-y  in- 
stance unwittingly  doubtless,  by  the  conductors  of  journals 
in  permitting  one  who  is  expert  with  pen  to  write  plati- 
tudes or  dogmatic  opinion  behind  the  anonymous  shield. 
The  nameless  sheltered  individual,  with  a  little  more  knowl- 
edge than  the  generality  of  his  readers,  is  enabled  by  the 
use  of  a  few  technical  phrases  and  sounding  sentences  to 
impose  his  opinion  on  the  unlearned.  This  is  a  source 
fertile  in  mischief  to  the  cause  of  a  diversified,  healthy, 
catholic  art.  And  each  profession  should  enter  its  protest 
against  all  such  specious,  deluding,  and  seemingly  authori- 


tative opinion,  more  especially  when  prompted  by  the 
animus  wliich  is  so  evident  in  some  of  the  recent  art  no- 
tices. 

"  We  are  living  in  an  age  Avhen  the  iconoclast  rather 
should  be  immolated,  that  each  may  be  permitted  to  wor- 
ship the  images  which  symbolize  to  him  or  her  the  most 
attractive,  the  gentlest,  the  purest,  or  the  loftiest  ideas." 

The  proper  limits  of  the  discussion  here  for  this 
month  are  reached,  and  the  Easy  Chair  Mill  not 
take  up  the  gage  so  pleasantly  thrown  down.  But 
be  must  protest  against  interposing  bread  and  but- 
ter as  a  bar  to  aesthetic  criticism,  for  in  that  case 
there  would  be  no  mention  of  any  w^orks  of  any  kind 
whatever  except  praise.  What  are  called  art-criti- 
cisms, whether  in  Mr.  Jarves's  book,  in  the  columns 
of  a  newspaper,  or  in  this  mild  domain  of  the  Easy 
Chair,  are  merely  the  opinions  and  impressions  of  the 
amiable  writers,  moditied  and  enlightened  by  more 
or  less  study  and  thought.  To  claim  that  each  one 
shall  be  a  complete  master  of  the  subject  in  every 
aspect  and  detail  is  wild,  because  his  opinion,  if  un- 
favorable, or  his  criticism,  is  that  the  artist  or  au- 
thor himself  is  not  a  master.  Of  course  every  man 
who  writes  for  the  public  is  morally  bound  to  write 
sincerely  and  not  malevolently,  and  if  he  have  no 
knowledge  of  pictures,  for  instance,  or  no  musical 
ear,  he  should  be  dissuaded  from  undertaking  to  dis- 
course of  paintings  and  music.  But  as  for  prohibit- 
ing all  art-criticism  not  licensed  by  the  National 
Academy,  or  granting  that  nobody  knows  any  thing 
about  pictures  except  the  painters,  these  are  follies 
against  which  the  Easy  Chair  will  continue  to  pour 
the  shallow  rill  of  his  protest.  Since  people  with 
tongues  and  pens  will"write  and  talk  about  pictures, 
let  us  hope  that  their  observations  may  be  intelligent 
and  profound ;  but  let  us  demand  that  they  shall  be 
sincere. 


TiiERK  was  never  a  lovelier  day  for  the  Fourth 
of  July  than  we  had  this  year,  and  there  was  never 
probably  a  siucerer  observance  of  it.  Events  have 
taught  us  the  worth  of  v/hat  seemed  somewhat  cheap 
from  familiarity  and  the  soleitmity  of  what  had  .be- 
come almost  a  mere  holida}\  Indeed,  the  orator 
of  the  Fourth  could  not  desire  a  more  imposing  em- 
phasis than  the  times  give  to  his  theme ;  and  if  he 
were  wase  he  could  not  fail  to  show  exactly  the 
character  of  our  revolution  as  distinguished  from 
all  others  and  from  mere  rebellion.  Washington, 
indeed,  took  up  arms  against  his  government,  and 
w^as  a  rebel.  But  it  does  not  follow,  because  the 
Jacoljite  gentry  in  Great  Britain  did  the  same  thing 
thirty  years  before,  that  they  were  as  honorable  as 
Washington,  although  tliey  were  equally  rebels. 
As  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson  so  "well  states  the  truth : 
"  We  can  not  say  '  a  rebellion  is  a  rebellion,'  or  '  our 
fathers  rebelled,  therefore  may  we;'  for,  the  condi- 
tions failing,  that  which  was  made  to  them  a  right 
mav  be  in  us  a  crime."* 

^Pere  w-as  one  pleasant  incident  of  the  Fourth 
this  year  which  was  the  diversion  of  money  from 
mere  selfish  enjoyment  to  the  refreshment  of  the  sol- 
diers. A  generous  and  timely  suggestion  was  made 
that  fresh  vegetables  should  be  sent  to  the  army, 
and  two  or  three  gentlemen  taking  the  matter  earn- 
estly in  hand,  subscriptions  poured  in,  a  vessel  was 
freighted,  and  on  the  happy  day  onions,  beets,  cab- 
bages, and  other  grateful  food  were  served  to  great 
numbers  of  the  soldiers  at  the  very  front  near  Pe- 
tersburg. 

*  "  Revolution  against  Free  Government  not  a  Right, 
but  a  Crime."    An  Address  by  Joseph  P,  Thompson,  D.D. 
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The  city  was  comparatively  quiet,  and  the  acci- 
dents were  very  few.  There  was  but  one  thing  to 
be  regretted,  which  was,  that  the  news  of  the  sink- 
ing of  the  Alabama  was  not  received  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fifth.  Yet  it  was  not  far  from  the  Fourth 
when  it  came ;  and  it  renewed,  during  the  season 
of  the  anniversary,  that  national  pride  in  the  navy 
which  was  last  year  gratified  for  the  army  hy  the 
victory  at  Gettysburg. 

The  old  "  Fourth  of  Julys"  we  shall  not  see 
any  more.  The  days  in  which  war  was  only  a 
name  of  past  and  incredible  suffering  have  gone 
forever.  The  soldier  is  no  longer  a  queer  and  ludi- 
crous figure,  whom,  in  our  pride  of  peace,  we  sin- 
cerely pitied.  The  militia  musters,  and  sham- 
fights,  and  Cornwallises,  that  were  such  parodies 
upon  the  tragedy  of  war,  will  never  again  seem  to 
us  so  absurd  and  contemptible.  The  soldier  is  now 
the  most  serious  figure  in  the  population,  and  war 
is  the  most  familiar  and  terrible  fact  of  the  times. 

We  shall  learn,  and  the  lesson  will  point  many 
a  Fourth  of  July,  oration  yet  undelivered,  that  na- 
tions are  not  altogether  the  woi'se  for  war,  and  that 
there  are  many  greater  calamities.  In  the  homes, 
indeed,  where  the  individual  blow  falls,  shattering 
many  more  lives  than  the  one  gloriously  lost,  no 
sorrow  seems  so  cruel.  But  in  all  the  homes  of  the 
land,  in  the  countr}^  itself,  in  the  national  heart, 
war  may  be  a  process  of  purification  and  elevation. 
This,  indeed,  can  not  be  in  any  war  of  conquest  or 
aggrandizement.  It  can  only  be  where  war  is  the 
alternative  of  dishonor,  and  when  it  is  waged  for  no 
private  or  selfish  advantage,  but  for  the  welfare  of 
all. 


The  refractory  lawn  of  last  summer  upon  which 
the  Sassafras  Club  meets  is  once  more  smooth 
green  turf,  and  a  special  meeting  was  called  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  hottest  day  of  the  year  for  the  sol- 
emn admission  of  the  new^  member.  The  wind  blew 
pleasantly,  but  ineffectiveh",  from  the  Avest,  wben 
the  neophyte  was  seated  in  the  cane  chair  in  the 
sassafras  shadow,  and  was  admitted  ad  eundem. 
Friendly,  genial,  accomplished,  with  an  interesting, 
various,  and  unique  experience  of  life  ;  sensitive  to 
every  mood  and  word  of  his  companions,  as  a  ripe 
field  of  rye  to  the  wind  and  sun,  and  sympathetic 
in  all  good  and  lofty  impulses ;  a  democrat  of  the 
true  school,  humane  in  feeling  as  John  Howard,  and 
fastidious  in  taste  as  the  Count  d'Artois ;  a  mellow 
cynic  Avith  Jaques,  and  a  gentleman  with  INIercu- 
tio,  our  new  Knight  of  the  Sassafras  smiles  in 
humorous  contemplative  incredulity  through  the 
smoke  of  his  cigar,  forever  ready  to  despair,  but 
always  gay. 

The  meeting  naturalh'  suggested  especial  remem- 
brance of  the  absent  brethren.  One,  for  instance, 
in  London;  one  in  Bomba}';  one  among  Berkshire 
hills,  and  one  by  the  sea;  the  member  for  Wflods 
and  Pastures  haply  musing  in  some  quiet  nook  ^on 
the  words  of  an  "English  female  preacher"  of  the 
Friends,  thoughtfully  wondering  whether  among 
the  sick  and  wounded  in  camp  or  hospital  some 
duty  might  not  be  done  by  him.  In  the  modula- 
tions of  the  west  wind  we  heard  their  voices,  and 
the  new  member  declared  that  he  saw  them  in  the 
smoke,  and  had  never  seen  them  out  of  it. 

But  the  most  interesting  report  was  from  Bom- 
bay, from  which  the  wind  seemed  especially  to  Idow, 
and  it  was  of  the  last  act  of  our  honored  coadjutor 
Manchorjec  Ilormusjee  Cama,  that  excellent  Parsee 
"who  was  always   unable  to  sec  that  an  apple  is 


changed  because  you  call  it  a  peach,  or  that  a 
good  man  is  not  the  same  as  a  Christian.  No  one 
who  saw  him  will  ever  forget  his  sweet  Asian  tran- 
quillity, or  believe  that  Zoroaster  had  only  the  lees 
of  wisdom.  Some  months  ago  he  sent,  in  memorv 
of  his  kind  reception  in  America  and  interest  in  it's 
cause,  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  as  the  wisdom  of 
his  friends  here  should  decide.  And  there  is  now 
finished  and  published  a  translation  which  he  had 
caused  to  be  made  of  the  Zend-Avesta,  or  Persian 
bible.  It  had  been  edited  in  the  original  by  Ger- 
man scholars,  but  Dr.  Bleeck  has  now  for  the  first 
time  rendered  it  into  English.  One  hundred  copies 
have  been  left  in  England  for  sale  among  English 
scholars.  The  rest  gf  the  edition  Cama  takes  with 
him  to  India  for  the  use  of  his  brethren,  who  are  the 
merchants  there,  and  more  familiar  with  the  English 
tongue  often  than  the  original  language  of  their 
scriptures. 

It  is  a  generous  and  worthy  charity  of  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  old  race  and  religion  to  the  new. 
He  turns  from  the  glaring  modem  land  of  England 
back  into  the  majestic  dusk  of  Asia,  and  says  to  his 
English  brethren:  "Fellow-creatures  and  Chris- 
tians, it  is  not  3'our  fault  that  3'our  civilization  is  so 
recent  and  crude.  Farewell ;  and  receive  the  bless- 
ing of  one  who  holds  to  a  faith,  which,  as  you  see  by 
this  Book,  taught  the  innnortality  of  the  soul,  and  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  for  centu- 
ries before  those  doctrines  were  current  among  the 
Jews." 

Difference  d^language  is  the  most  fatal  imped- 
iment to  a  true  cosmopolitanism.  If,  when  we 
climbed  the  great  wall  of  China,  we  could  converse 
familiarly  with  the  tawny  native  whose  eyes,  held 
so  wide  open  by  his  cue,  stare  at  us  amazed  from 
the  other  side,  how  wonderfully  the  work  of  civili- 
zation would  be  simplified !  Now  a  little  Pigeon- 
talk  Avith  the  poorest  part  of  the  civilization,  which 
our  Sasj:afras  member  for  Hong-Kong  and  Koo-Too 
so  well  reproduces,  and  a  vague  trading  chat  with  a 
few  great  merchants,  is  nearly  the  sum  of  our  inter- 
course with  that  huge  and  mysterious  people.  In 
view  of  the  necessity  of  counteracting  the  conse- 
quences of  Babel  the  Sassafras  Club  are  considering 
the  propriety  of  issuing  proposals  for  a  universal 
language,  accompanied,  upon  the  part  of  the  inven- 
tor, with  a  guarantee  of  universal  acceptance. 


We  trust  that  a  large  portion  of  our  readers  have 
pondered  the  Appeal  of  Mr.  Fessenden,  our  new 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  purport  of  it  is 
that  the  People  of  the  United  States,  acting  as  a 
body  through  their  agent  the  Government,  wish  in- 
dividuals to  lend  them  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  for  three  years,  at  seven  and  three-tenths 
per  cent,  annual  interest,  payable  ever}^  six  months. 
For  this  they  ofi'er  Treasury  Notes — that  is,  in  re- 
ality, notes  drawn  and  indorsed  by  every  man  in 
the  country.  The  loan  is  Avanted  for  a  great  national 
purpose,  to  effect  which  every  man,  unless  he  be  a 
traitor  at  heart  if  not  in  act,  is  solemnly  pledged. 

The  Appeal  is  addressed  not  merely  to  a  fcAV  great 
capitalists,  but  also  to  the  many-Avhose  aggregate 
means  constitute  the  mass  of  the  Avealth  of  the  land. 
The  notes  upon  Avliich  this  loan  is  asked  are  from 
$50  upAvard.  Every  man  Avho  has  fifty  dollars  can 
take  part  in  this  loan.  Apart  from  patriotism  and 
the  duty  Avhich  all  owe  to  their  country,  no  iuA-est- 
ment  is  so  desirable  as  tliis. 

It  is  secure.  Every  dollar  of  ever}'  man's  prop- 
erty is  pledged  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  in- 
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terest,  and  of  the  debt  -when  due.  The  security  is 
increasing  in  value.  For  some  years  before  the 
•war  we  were  earning  1000  millions  a  year  more  than 
we  spent.  During  the  three  years  of  the  war,  owing 
to  the  high  prices  and  constant  demand  for  labor, 
we  have  earned  more  than  ever  before.  No  man 
who  could  or  would  work  has  been  idle ;  and,  except 
for  the  war,  we  have  spent  less  than  before.  In 
three  years  of  the  war  we  of  the  United  States  have 
certainly  earned  3000  millions  more  than  we  have 
spent  apart  from  the  war.  The  cost  of  the  war  may 
be  set  down  at  2000  millions.  Deducting  this  from 
our  net  earnings,  the  People  Avho  are  security  for 
this  loan  are  1000  millions  richer  to-day  than  they 
were  when  the  war  broke  out. 

No  other  investment  can  be  so  easily  convertible. 
The  man  who  has  a  Treasury  note  for  $50,  or  $100, 
or  tlOOO  can  turn  it  into  money  more  readil}^,  and 
upon  better  terms,  than  if  it  were  invested  upon 
bond  and  mortgage,  or  in  railroad  stocks. 

The  interest  offered  is  higher  than  can  be  real- 
ized from  any  other  safe  and  convertible  invest- 
ment. It  amounts  to  just  two  cents  a  day  for  each 
hundred  dollars.  It  is,  moreover,  readily  collecta- 
ble when  due.  To  each  note  are  affixed  five  "  cou- 
pons," or  interest  ticJcets,  due  at  the  expiration  of 
ea"ch  successive  half-year.  The  holder  of  a  note 
has  simply  to  cut  off  one  of  these  coupons,  present 
it  at  the  nearest  Government  Agency,  and  receive 
his  interest ;  the  note  itself  need  not  be  presented 
at  all.  Or  a  coupon  thus  pa}-able  will  every  where 
be  equivalent,  when  due,  to  money. 

Thus,  while  this  loan  presents  great  advantages 
to  large  capitalists,  it  offers  special  inducements  to 
those  who  wish  to  make  a  safe  and  pi'ofitablc  in- 
vestment of  small  savings.  It  is  in  ever}'-  way  the 
best  Savings'  Bank;  for  every  institution  of  this 
kind  must  somehow  invest  its  deposits  profitably  in 
order  to  pay  interest  and  expenses.  They  will  in- 
vest largely  in  this  loan,  as  the  best  investment. 
But  from  the  gross  interest  which  they  receive  they 
must  deduct  largely  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bank. 
Their  usual  rate  of  interest  allowed  to  depositors  is 
5  per  cent,  upon  sums  over  S^500.  The  person  who 
invests  directly  witli  Government  will  receive  al- 
most 50  per  cent.  more.  Thus  the  man  who  depos- 
its $1000  in  a  private  Savings'  Bank  receives  50 
dollars  a  year  interest ;  if  he  deposits  the  same  sum 
in  this  National  Savings'  Bank  he  receives  73  dol- 
lars. Large  capitalists,  who  can  watch  the  Ex- 
change from  day  to  day,  and  arc  willing  to  run  the 
risk  of  losing  a  fortune  for  the  chance  of  making  an- 
other, may  afford  to  take  part  in  the  fight  of  Bulls 
and  Bears ;  but  for  those  who  wish  to  find  a  safe, 
convenient,  and  profitable  means  of  investing  the 
surplus  earnings  which  they  have  reserved  for  their 
old  age  or  for  the  benefit  of  their  children,  there  is 
nothing  which  presents  so  many  advantages  as  this 
National  Loan. 


(Uiitnfs  Himn. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  "down  East"  sends  the 
three  following : 

Old  Major  T m,  who  died  at  Wiscasset,  in 

Maine,  many  years  since,  was  for  a  long  time  crier 
of  the  courts  for  Lincoln  County.  He  was  a  man 
of  ready  wit  and  infinite  humor.  It  is  inscribed  on 
his  tomb-stone  that 

"  A  man  of  social  wit  lies  buried  here." 
He  was  of  genial  temper,  and  had  a  great  fund 


of  anecdotes  and  stories,  which  he  rehearsed  to 
the  constant  amusement  of  the  Court  and  bar,  who 
congregated  at  stated  periods  at  the  gay  and  hos- 
pitable town  of  his  residence.  He  was  for  many 
years  previous  to  his  death  afflicted  Avith  the  shak- 
ing pals}^,  which  caused  a  constant  vibration  of  his 
head  from  side  to  side  in  a  violent  manner.  In  his 
day  the  practice  of  taking  a  social  glass  at  11  a.m. 
and  4  p.m.  was  the  rule  of  social  life.  Among  the 
boon  companions  of  the  Major  was  one  Oakey,  a 
fat  and  good-natured  shoemaker,  who  was  afflicted 
with  a  perpetual  and  rapid  winking  of  the  e}'es. 
One  day,  about  11  a.m.,  the  Major  was  seen  walk- 
ing down  on  one  side  of  the  business  street  of  the 
village,  while  Oakey  was  coming  up  on  the  opposite 
side.  "Oakey!"  called  out  the  Major,  "did  you 
u'ink  for  me  to  come  over  and  take  something  to 
drink?"  *'Yes,"  replied  Oakey,  "but  you  skooJc 
your  head,  saying  no ;  and  I  never  urge  a  man  by 
asking  him  a  second  time  !" 


lived  in  the  same  State.  He  was  a 
man  of  pompous  manners  and  pretentious  learning, 
and  always  affected  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of 
every  matter  or  subject  which  was  presented  before 
him.  Years  ago,  when  the  first  giraffe  was  import- 
ed into  the  country  and  advertised  for  exhibition,  he 
read  the  advertisement  to  those  present,  and  ex- 
claimed, "Giraf-fee!  Giraf-fee!  I  suppose  she  is 
the  best  singer  who  has  ever  visited  this  countiy !" 


A  POLICE  OFFICER  in  the  capital  of  this  same 
State  once  arrested  certain  parties  for  offenses 
against  the  city  ordinances,  and  upon  their  arraign- 
ment was  the  principal  witness  for  the  Government. 
Describing  the  time  when  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted, he  said  it  was  "  between  sunset  and  dark.'" 
"You  mean  to  say,"  said  the  Court,  "that  it  was 
tioilightV  "  I  don't  know  any  thing  about  Latin," 
responded  the  witness,  "  but  I  kncAv  it  was  between 
sunset  and  dark." 


Our  little  Alexander — surnamed  Alex  for  short 
— a  bright  boy  of  four  years,  with  a  full  knowledge 
that  the  dainties  and  good  things  were  kept  under 
lock  and  key  in  a  corner  pantry,  had  been  teasing 
his  sick  mother,  who,  after  having  repeatedly  told 
him  to  keep  quiet,  made  the  remark  that  with  all 
liis  noise  she  would  grow  crazy,  probably  die,  and 
have  to  be  put  in  the  cold  ground.  His  face  as- 
sumed a  very  anxious  look  as  he  broke  out  with, 
"  Ma,  don't  forget  to  leave  the  key  of  the  pantry !" 


Here  is  the  first  letter  the  Draw^er  has  had  from 
the  Libey  Prison  : 

I  am  an  officer  in  the  army.  I  was  captured  at 
Gettysburg,  and  have  recently  returned  to  my  regi- 
ment, after  seven  months'  confinement  in  that  Con- 
federate hell,  Libey  Prison,  whence  I  escaped  on  the 
morning  of  February  10,  via  the  hole.  Stray  copies 
of  your  valuable  journal  occasionally  found  their 
way  within  our  prison  walls,  and  many  an  hour 
I  have  beguiled  in  reading  the  side-splitting  jokes 
with  which  the  Drawer  is  always  replete.  I  have 
never  read  in  it  any  contributions  from  Libey,  and 
I  send  you  the  following,  which  you  ma}'  publish  if 
you  choose ;  and  3'ou  may  hear  from  me  again. 

Among  the  officers  there  was  the  well-known 

Brigadier-General ,  who  frequently  entertained 

us  with  lectures  on  temperance  and  other  topics,  and 
by  his  gentlemanly  manners,  affabilit}',  and  kind- 
ness of  heart,  gained  the  friendship  of  all.     One  of 
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our  greatest  torments  Avas  the  disgusting  abundance 
of  vermin,  and  fi-equent  skirmisliing  was  necessary 
to  prevent  ourselves  from  being  devoured  by  these 
unwelcome  intruders  upon  our  comfort.  One  morn- 
ing two  officers  were  promenading  our  room  wlien 
the}"-  found  themselves  vis-li-vis  with  the  General, 
wlio  was  seated  at  a  window,  with  his  red  shirt  (a 
donation  from  the  Sanitarj'  Commission)  upon  his 
knees,  and  busily  engaged  in  the  performance  of  his 
daily  task.  After  watching  him  a  moment,  one  of 
them  quizzingly  inquired,  "General,  are  you  lousy?" 
The  General,  looking  up  from  his  work  a  moment, 
and  gazing  at  the  inquirer  with  a  comical  expres- 
sion, replied,  "No,  /  am  not,  but  m}'  shirt  is  I" 


Captain  Buckner  was  stopping  for  wood  on  his 
way  down  the  Mississippi.  He  thought  the  pile 
was  too  green,  and  he  said  to  the  owner,  "  How 
long  has  your  wood  been  cut?" 

"■  About  four  feet,^'  gravely  replied  the  man  of 
wood,  and  the  Captain  owed  him  one. 


Freddy  had  him  ' '  there,'*  as  this  storj'  will  show : 
Freddy  is  a  "little  one''  of  seven  years'  growth, 
the  son  of  a  minister,  who,  with  his  wife,  had  just 
arrived  at  a  ne^v  field  of  labor.  Hearing  his  mo- 
ther say  to  his  father  that  she  had  been  deceived  by 
his  saying  that  the  "  parsonage"  was  a  three-story 
building,  when  in  fact  it  was  onlv  two.  he  said, 
"Ma."  "Well,  Freddy."  "PaisX^^ht."  "How 
so.  Freddy?"  "The' kitchen  is  one."  "Yes." 
"This  floor  is  two."  "  Yes."  "And  the  stori/  that 
pa  told  is  three." 

From  ]Minncsota  a  learned  lawyer  writes  to  the 
Drawer : 

In  1858  there  were  held  in  the  Fourth  Judicial 
District  in  Minnesota  the  first  courts  under  our 
State  organization,  and  of  course  there  was  great 
ignorance  upon  the  part  of  clerks  and  sheriffs  as  to 
their  duties,  and  the  proper  manner  in  which  they 
should  be  performed.  In  one  county  in  the  Dis- 
trict the  sheriff  was  absent  at  the  first  sitting  of  the 
Court,  and  his  deputy  presented  himself  in  the  per- 
son of  a  tall  and  unsophisticated  German,  who  spoke 
English  tolerably  well,  and  appeared  somewhat 
elated  with  his  position.  The  Judge,  peculiarly 
sensitive  that  "  all  things  should  be  done  decently 
and  in  order,"  took  the  precaution,  before  the  open- 
ing of  court,  to  question  tliis  official  as  to  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  proper  proclamation,  and  finding  him  (as 
he  anticipated)  totally  ignorant  of  his  duty  in  this 
respect,  yet  able  to  read  writing,  he  wrote  out  for 
the  deputj'-sheriff  the  proclamation  in  full,  com- 
mencing, "  Hear  ye !  hear  ye !"  and  ending,  as  cus- 
tomary, "Come  forward  and  give  your  attendance, 
and  you  shall  be  lieard  ;"  and  directed  the  officer  to 
read  the  same  when  commanded  "to  make  procla- 
mation for  tlie  opening  of  court."  At  the  appointed 
hour  the  Judge  was  on  the  bench,  the  sheriff  in  his 
place,  and  the  usual  concourse  of  people  assembled. 
The  sheriff  was  directed  to  open  the  court,  when  he 
rose  with  the  paper  aforesaid  in  his  hands,  and  roared 
out,  "Here  we  are!  here  we  are!"  and  running 
through  the  middle  of  the  proclamation  before  the 
horror-stricken  Judge  could  recover  from  his  aston- 
ishment, he  "brouglit  down  the  house"  with  the 
conclusion — "Come  forward  and  give  your  attend- 
ance, and  you  will  be  sure  and  be  here!"  He  evi- 
dently regarded  the  burst  of  applause  which  fol- 
lowed as  simply  a  just  tribute  to  the  commendable 
manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his  duty. 


A  FRIEND  in  the  Navy  writes  to  the  Drawer  : 
In  one  of  our  squadrons  which  shall  be  nameless 
one  of  the  officers,  wanting  to  get  leave  of  absence, 
went  up  to  the  Commandant's  office,  and  no  one 
was  in  but  the  clerk.  The  Commandant  very  soon 
came  in,  and  anticipating  at  a  glance  the  errand, 
and  pretending  not  to  see  the  officer,  at  once  cried 
out  to  the  clerk,  "If  any  officer  comes  to-day  for 
leave  of  absence,  order  him  at  once  on  board  the 
Starling"  which  was  about  to  go  on  active  sen'ice. 
Then  turning  to  the  startled  officer,  he  added,  "Ah ! 
what  can  I  do  for  you  to-day  ?"  "  Nothing  at  all, 
tliank  you,"  he  replied,  and  made  a  master!}^  re- 
treat. 


An  incident  of  "  the  war"  is  sent  to  the  Drawer 
by  a  friend  in  St.  Louis  : 

During  the  month  of  September,  1863,  the  — th 
Regiment  of Cavalry,  after  a  very  hard  cam- 
paign, chasing  rebels  and  guerrillas  through  sections 
of  southeastern  Missouri  and  northeastern  Arkansas, 
returned  to  the  post  of  P for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting their  ranks  and  recuperating  their  horses. 
A  few  daj'S  after  their  return  a  number  of  men  were 
detailed  from  the  regiment  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing a  lot  of  rebel  prisoners,  guerrillas,  and  sympa- 
thizers, confined  in  the  guard-house.  The  guard 
was  mounted  at  9  a.m.  Next  morning,  about  sun- 
rise, a  prisoner  asked  permission  of  the  sergeant  then 
commanding  the  guard  to  leave  the  guard-house. 
Among  the  men  on  guard  as  supernumeraries  there 
was  one  who  Avas  an  excellent  shot  with  the  revolv- 
er, and  at  the  time  was  the  only  one  in  the  guard- 
room. He  was  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  pris- 
oner. Upon  being  ordered  by  the  sergeant  to  do  so, 
he  remarked,  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner,  that  he 
supposed  there  was  no  necessit}'  for  taking  his  car- 
bine, as  the  prisoner  would  not  run.  Getting  up 
leisurely  he  carelessly  threw  his  blouse  over  his 
shoulder,  and  in  doing  so  concealed  his  revolver. 
The  man  had  not  gone  a  hundred  j^ards  from  the 
guard-house  when  he  started  for  the  brush,  a  short 
distance  off.  The  guard  sung  out  "  Halt!"  but  the 
prisoner  paid  no  attention  to  the  summons.  The 
guard  leisureh'  unbuttoned  his  holster,  drew-  his  re- 
volver, took  deliberate  aim,  fired,  and  brought  the 
prisoner  down ;  then  replacing  his  revolver  he  re- 
turned to  the  guard-room,  and  by  the  time  the  com- 
manding-officer of  the  post  reached  the  j^lace,  was 
taking  charge  of  another  prisoner  who  wished  to 
leave  the  guard-house.  On  examination  of  the 
corpse  of  the  prisoner  who  had  been  shot,  it  was 
found  the  ball  had  struck  in  the  centre  of  the  back 
of  his  head,  killing  him  instanth'.  The  event  had 
a  marked  effect  on  the  prisoners  confined  at  the  post, 
and  while  the  regiment  was  stationed  there  not  an- 
other attempted  to  escape. 


A  Drawer  reader  at  Johnson's  Island  writes: 
"When  the  United  States  Government  called  upon 
the  United  States  National  Guard  to  ralh'  round  the 
flag  for  the  period  of  one  hundred  days,  many  of  the 
commissioned  officers  therein,  while  being  intelli- 
gent in  some  things,  were  decidedly  green  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  military.  The  Forty-ninth  Ohio 
National  Guard,  commanded  by  Colonel  De  Wolf, 
were  ordered  to  report  at  Johnson's  Island.  One  of 
the  companies,  upon  disembarking,  was  ordered  to 
fall  in  and  march  off  b}'-  their'  captain,  who  did  not 
know  a  single  command,  in  this  wise:  "Choose 
partners,  gentlemen,  get  in  two  rows,  and  march 
endways,  as  you  did  yesterday." 
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A      CORRESPONDENT 

sends  an  advertisement 
of  a  new  patent  medi- 
cine, called  Psycliagoga, 
which  he  cuts  from  a 
newspaper.  He  says 
the  term  is  derived  from 
two  Greek  words — the 
" soul,"  and  to ' '  drive ;" 
and  he  has  no  doubt  it 
is  a  good  name,  and 
will  drive  the  soul  out  of 
any  body  that  takes  it. 


A  San  Francisco 
correspondent  says  that 
the  following  incident 
took  place  not  long 
since  on  Montgomery 
Street : 

A  freshly -imported 
Mick  had  been  suffer- 
ing with  a  very  severe 
toothache ;  wished  very 
much  to  have  it  ex- 
tracted; but  was  too 
mean  to  pay  the  dent- 
ist's fee.  He  happened 
to  be  strolling  along 
the  street  the  other  day, 
when  he  espied  in  a  win- 
dow the  words,  "  Teeth 
Extracted  without 

Pain ;"  and  ejaculated, 
"  Teeth  'stracted  with- 
out payin\  is  it  ?  Och  ! 
Pm  in  here,  sure!"  So 
he  seats  himself  in  the 
dentist's  chair,  who 
"  distracts"  it  for  him 
double-quick,  much  to 
Mickie's  gratification. 
He  took  the  molar  be- 
tween his  thumb  and 
finger,  and  after  curs- 
ing it  loud  and  long  for 

all  the  botheration  it  had  given  him,  he  took  his 
hat  and  was  on  the  point  of  leaving,  when  the  dent- 
ist politely  checked  him  and  demanded  his  fee. 
"Och!  fee  is  it.?  Bedad  to  yez,  ye  big  land  shark, 
and  isn't  yerself  as  advertises  in  the  window  to 
'distract'  teeth  without  payiu'?" 


There  was  a  bill  introduced  into  the.  Georgia 
Legislature  to  lay  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  a  year  on  all 
jackasses.  Some  appreciative  member  proposed  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  include  lawyers  and  doctors.  The 
amendment  was  accepted;  and,  amidst  much  jocu- 
larity, the  bill  passed.  Several  efforts  have  since 
been  made  to  repeal  it,  but  in  vain  ;  and  to  this  day 
all  jackasses,  lawyers,  and  doctors  are^liged  to  pay 
a  yearly  tax  of  ten  dollars. 


Eager,  hut  imear-siguted  Angler. — "Hallo,  my  friend,  do  you  have  any  luck?" 


ing  in  the  summer,  after  the  store  was  closed,  the 
foreman,  Dutchman,  my  friend,  and  myself  went  to 
the  river  to  bathe.  The  Dutchman,  who  could  not 
swim,  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  the  boat,  with  his 
feet  in  the  water,  enjoying  himself  to  his  heart's 
content,  when  by  some  accident  he  fell  in,  and  im- 
mcdiatelj'-  gravitated  toward  bottom.  After  consid- 
erable effort  we  succeeded  in  getting  him  into  the 
boat,  insensible,  and  as  we  thought  dead.  After  a 
while,  however,  he  opened  his  eyes,  and  in  a  weak, 
supplicating  voice,  addressed  the  foreman,  "Char- 
le}^,  if  I  comes  down  a  little  late  in  the  morning,  you 
marks  me  seven  o'clock!" 


These  come  from  New  Hampshire : 
Our  near  neighbor  is  old  General  G- 


I  HAVE  read  many  instances  in  the  Drawer  de- 
monstrating "the  ruling  passion  strong  in  death," 
but  none,  I  think,  more  clearly  than  an  incident 
which  came  under  my  own  observation.  A  Dutch- 
man named  Moale  worked  as  journeyman  at  the 
Nautical  Iiistrument-making  business  for  a  firm  in 
this  city  (Baltimore).  As  a  particular  friend  of  the 
son  of  the  head  of  the  firm  I  was  very  often  at  the 
store,  and  formed  Moale's  acquaintance.  One  even- 
VoL.  XXIX.— No.  172— Nn* 


a  kind 

friend,  and  who  probably  obtaincid  his  honorable 
title  in  the  old  days  of  militia  training  when  he  was 
young,  some  half  century  ago.  When  we  first  made 
the  General's  accpiaintance  he  warned  us  that  he 
should  "pour  in  on  us"  rather  frequenth-';  and  as 
wife  and  I  are  sitting  together  evenings  he  makes 
good  his  threat ;  for,  to  use  his  own  word,  he  finds 
us  "  rather  more  come-nt-able  than  some  of  the  neigh- 
bors.'''' The  General  has  a  genial  soul,  and,  after  a 
little  good-natured  gossip,  usually  winds  up  with 
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monter  showed  the 
whites  of  his  eyes  for 
about  a  minute,  haM'- 
haw-ed,  and  strode  off 
for  his  master,  declar- 
ing, '  Dem  city  darkeys 
debblish  funny  any- 
how!'" 


NUT  BAD  TO  TAKE. 

Master  Augustus. — '•'•  Uncle  Bob,  I  say,  this  is  what  I  call  Fishing  I" 


A  CLERICAL  brother 
of  ours  has  a  sharp  lit- 
tle Sis,  and  who,  of 
course,  is  made  to  say 
the  Commandments  on 
Sundaj'S,  and  other  good 
things  which  children 
ought  to  know.  She  is 
very  fond  of  milk,  but 
her  papa  can  not  con- 
veniently keep  a  cow. 
So  one  day  she  was 
looking  out  of  the  win- 
dow very  wishfully  at 
neighbor  Jones's  barn- 
yard, where  lay  a  nice 
milker  chewinghercud, 
the  very  picture  of  com- 
fort. '"I  wish  Mr. 
Jones's  cow  was  papa's, 
mamma."  "No,  my 
daughter,"  said  her  mo- 
ther; "that  is  break- 
ing the  tenth  com- 
mandment, you  know." 
Sis  w^as  wonderfully 
still  for  a  moment ;  but 
at  last  she  had  her  logic 
ready:  "Well,  mam- 
ma, 'twouldn't  be  very 
naughty,  for  'tisn't  an 
ox  nor  an  ass ;  'tis  only 
a  cow !"  Sis  was  a  lit- 
tle Avorldly  -  wise,  like 
some  that  are  older. 


some  story  or  other  which  leaves  us  shaking  our 
sides  as  his  venerable  white  head  disappears  through 
the  door.  Not  long  ago  we  were  talking  of  birth- 
places, homesteads,  etc.,  and  the  General  says:  "I 
must  tell  you  about  the  Boston  darkey.  Before  the 
days  of  railroads,  a  long  time  ago,^a  farmer  away  up 
m  Vermont  started  for  Boston,  with  his  drove  of  cat- 
tle for  the  city  market.  He  took  Sam  with  him,  his 
colored  man,  to  help  keep  the  beeves  in  the  road. 
They  reached  Boston  in  due  time,  and  the  oxen  and 
steers  being  transferred  to  the  farmer's  pocket  in  the 
shape  of  a  roll  of  bank-notes,  the  boss  told  Sam  he 
might  look  about  town  an  hour  or  two,  and  they'd 
start  for  home.  Pretty  soon  Sam  met  a  city  dark- 
ey, and  they  fell  a  chatting.  Sa}-s  the  city-bred : 
'  Whar  was  you  born,  an'  whar  did  you  come  from  ?' 
The  Vermont  nigger  promptly  acknowledged  his 
Green  Mountain  birth-place  and  home ;  and  after 
satisfying  the  other  in  all  his  queries  about  '  hoAv 
things  looked  up  dar,'  thought  he  would  quiz  a  lit- 
tle. *  An'  whar  was  you  I)orn  ?'  said  the  Vermonter 
to  the  black  sage  of  Athens.  The  city  Cu(F  lifted 
up  his  head,  and  putting  on  all  the  mock  dignity  of 
his  African  nature,  pompously  replied,  '  Whar  was 
J  born?  Why  T  was  horn  in  Bostinf/,  Xeicbim/port, 
Marblehead,  Salem,  and  all  alomj  shove  P     The  Ver- 


■  In  one  of  the  large 
towns  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
the  ladies  of  the  Episcopal  Church  had  a  soiree  for 
its  benefit.  It  was  intended  to  be  very  nice,  and 
proved  so  in  the  end.  Among  the  temporary  res- 
idents of  the  place  is  Harry  Wing,  an  ex-member 
of  the  Legislature,  and  at  present  in  the  Govern- 
ment employ.  Although  a  married  man,  and  his 
head  slightly  sprinkled  Avith  gray,  he  is  ver}' 
much  interested  in  the  young  folks  —  particularly 
young  ladies.  A  few  days  before  the  evening  for 
the  soiree  he  met  a  party  of  young  people  on  the 
street,  and  advised  them  all  to  secure  tickets,  as  it 
was  to  be  "  a  grand  affair :  the  eclat  of  the  town  will 
be  there !"      ^ 


I  DO  not  think  you  have  published  any  "four- 
year-old"  stories  that  can  excel  the  following :  Wil- 
lie H and  "Willie  S were  playing  in  the 

3'ard,  when  tlie}'  found  a  land-turtle,  which  they 
captured  and  buried  in  the  garden.  Some  days  aft- 
er they  made  diligent  search  for  it,  but  without  suc- 
cess. After  getting  themselves  pretty  well  covered 
with  ground,  Willie  H ,  placing  his  arms  akim- 
bo, said,  "Well,  now,  I  just  tell  you  what  it  is, 

Will  S ,  there's  no  use  looking  for  the  thing, 

'cause  it's  gone  through  to  the  other  side." 


■9^ 


|^ii0llinn0  for  leptmdet 

Furnished  hy  Mr.  G.  Beodie,  300  Canal  Street^  New  Yorh^  and  dravm  by 
VoiGT  froyn  actual  articles  of  Costume. 


FlGUEES  1  AND   2.— EVENING  TOILET  AND   ChILD'S   DrESS. 
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Figure  3. — Morning  Dress. 


THE  Evening  Toilet  is  of  white  tarletan,  with 
sleeves  of  illusion  net.     The  fringe  is  of  the 
kind  denominated  llama. 

The  Child's  Dkkss  is  of  worsted,  ornamented 
with  embroidery  and  braid.  The  form  of  the  girdle, 
bodice,  and  shoulder-straps  is  shown  in  the  illus- 
tration. 


The  Morning  Dress  is  of  taffeta  or  poplin  of  any 
choice  color,  with  a  trimming  of  black  silk,  which 
is  repeated  upon  the  Swiss  ceinture. 

A  Paudessus,  mantle-shaped,  with  crochet-head- 
ed fringe,  is  likely  to  be  the  favorite  style  for  the 
promenade.  Silk,  or,  later  in  the  season,  velvet 
will  be  the  material. 
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A  TOUR    THROUGH   ARIZONA. 

[JFirst  |)aper,j 


I 


HAVE  almost  forgotten  through  what  uncomfortable  part  of  the  world 
tlie  obliging  reader  and  myself  performed  our  last  exploit  in  the  way 
a  pleasure  trip.     A  foggy  remembrance  comes  over  me  that  it  must 
have  been  on  the  barren  fjelds  of  Norway,   or  through   the 
treacherous  bogs  of  Iceland.     At  all  events,  assuming  that  we 
parted  on  friendly  terms,  and  that  we  still  entertain  a  kindly 
recollection  of  each  other,  I  have  now  to  ofler  a  new  pro- 
gramme of  exploration  and  adventure,  very  dif- 
ferent indeed  from  our  last,  but  possessing  pe- 
culiar charms  in  the  absence  of  every  species  of 
accommodation  for  travelers,  and  extraordinary 
advantages  in  the  way  of  burning  deserts,  dried 
rivers,    rattlesnakes,    scorpions.  Greasers,   and 
Apaches;  besides  unlimited  fascinations  in  the 
line  of  robbery,  starvation,  and  the  chances  of 
sudden  death  by  accident.     From  the  borders 
of  the  Arctic  circle  to  Arizona  the  transition 
will  at  least  afford  us  a  new  sensation  of  some 
sort ;  and  if  wc  fail  to  make  the  trip  remunera- 
tive either  in  novelty  of  scenery  or  incident  it 
will  be  our  own  fault. 

Years  ago — I  forget  how  many — the  romance 
of  Spanish  history  was  the  great  passion  of  my 


ON   THE   MARCH. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1S64,  by  Ilai-per  and  Brothers,  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
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life.  Those  grand  old  viceroys  of  Mexico,  from 
the  days  of  Corte'z  downward,  were  such  a  splen- 
did set  of  niauraders — so  fired  Avith  ciiivalry,  lust, 
and  fanaticism  ;  so  wildly  visionary  to  conceive, 
and  so  daring  to  execute — that,  upon  a  general 
review  of  their  exploits,  which  so  long  furnished 
food  for  my  imagination,  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
most  profound  astonishment  to  myself  that  I 
have  never  turned  my  attention  to  piracy  or 
highway  robbery.  No  stronger  proof  of  innate 
rectitude  could  possibly  exist.  At  the  least  cal- 
culation I  should  have  arisen  to  the  dignity  of 
an  original  explorer,  instead  of  rambling  over 
the  trodden  paths  of  the  New  World  as  I  now  do, 
a  mere  everyday  tourist,  in  the  footsteps  of  those 
giant  old  freebooters  whose  histories  have  shed 
such  a  glorious  lustre  upon  the  country  that  gave 
them  birth.  Especially  do  I  remember  the  pe- 
culiar fascination  that  hung  around  that  wild 
region  fur  away  to  the  north  of  Mexico,  wherein 
it  was  said  great  cities  of  marvelous  wealth  ex- 
isted and  wonderful  rivers  were  found,  "the 
banks  of  which  were  three  or  four  leagues  in 
the  air."*  The  very  name  of  "Arizuma'*t  was 
fraught  with  the  rarest  charms  of  romance.  Here 
it  was  that  gold  and  silver  existed  in  virgin 
masses  ;  here  were  races  of  highly-civilized  In- 
dians and  beautiful  women,  fair  as  alabaster, 
living  an  Acadian  life ;  here  were  the  magnifi- 
cent cities  of  Civola  and  Ciiichiticala,  and  the 
great  river  called  the  Tezon.  It  was  through 
the  wild  and  mystic  region  to  the  north  of  the 
Gila  that  Marco  de  Ni^a  made  his  famous  expe- 
dition under  direction  of  the  Viceroy,  Mendoza, 
in  1535:  and  here,  over  thousands  of  miles  of 
desert  and  mountain,  roamed  those  daring  ad- 
venturers Coronado,  and  Pedro  de  Tohar,  and 
jjopez  de  Cardenas  and  Cabeza  de  Vaca — he  of 
the  cow-head  but  lion-heart  —  and  the  famous 
guide  Estevan,  the  blackamoor,  who  was  put  to 
death  by  the  Moquis  for  making  love  to  their 
women — a  natural  though  unpardonable  offense 
in  that  region  even  unto  the  present  day. 

Of  a  later  date  were  the  explorations  and 
adventures  of  the  brave  old  Jesuit  Missionary 
Padre  Eusebius  Francis  Kino,  to  whom  all  hon- 
or is  rendered  by  Vanega,  the  early  historian  of 
California.  Father  Kino,  inspired  by  religious 
motives,  left  his  mission  of  Dolores  in  ]  G98,  and 
journeyed  north  as  fiir  as  the  Gila  River,  bat- 
tling Avith  the  perils  of  the  wilderness  and  Chris- 
tianizing the  Indians.  Daring  the  years  1G99 
and  1704  he  made  numerous  journeys  equally 
long,  difficult,  and  dangerous,  solving  many  in- 
teresting ])roblems  in  regard  to  the  newly  dis- 
f'overed  countries,  erecting  missions,  and  collect- 
ing vast  treasures  of  information  about  the  won- 
derful people  whom  he  encountered  in  his  trav- 
els. The  peaceful  conquests  of  Father  Kino 
and  his  followers  over  the  barbarous  races  of 
Sonora  and  Arizuma  are  among  the  most  curi- 
ous records  of  history ;  and  to  this  day  may  be 
seen,  in  the  ruined  missions  and  vestiges  of 

*  Expedition  of  Don  Garria  Lopez  de  Cardenas,  under 
direction  of  Ooromido,  in  l.'!)40. 
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Christian  faith  among  the  Yaqiii,  Oj)oto,  and 
Papago  Indians,  the  noblest  monuments  of  their 
works.  From  the  discontinuance  of  the  Jesuit 
Missions  the  progress  of  discovery  was  chiefly 
toward  the  development  of  the  vast  silver  de- 
posits known  to  exist  in-Northern  Sonora,  which 
at  that  time  com})rised  an  indefinite  extent  of 
territory  north  of  the  Gila.  Nothing  in  the 
pages  of  romance  can  equal  the  marvelous  stories 
that  Avere  told  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  Arizuma. 
Borne  out  by  facts  sufficiently  wonderful  to  daz- 
zle the  imagination,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
credulity  of  men  was  stretched  to  its  utmost 
limit.  Even  at  that  early  date  there  were  spec- 
ulators in  "wild  cat," and  foolish  people  to  list- 
en to  them,  and  mankind  was  bought  and  sold 
just  as  it  is  at  the  present  day. 

But  who  could  resist  such  proofs  as  were  pre- 
sented in  the  form  of  solid  masses  of  virgin  sil- 
ver actually  dug  out  of  the  earth  ?  Neither  you 
nor  I,  reader,  nor  Baron  Humboldt  who  tells  us 
aboirt  them,  nor  Mr.  Ward,  the  British  Embas- 
sador, who  furnishes  corroborative  testimony ; 
nor  the  laborious  INIr.  Wilson,  who  writes  a  his- 
tory of  INIexico  to  disperse  the  mists  of  fancy  cast 
over  that  country  by  the  magic  pen  of  Prescott ; 
nor  any  body  else  Avith  an  eye  for  the  needful, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  picturesque  or  the  beauti- 
ful. Only  conceive  the  sensations  of  a  poor 
Avretch  Avho  stumbles  over  such  a  lump  of  sih-er 
as  that  upon  Avhich  Don  Diego  Asmendi  paid 
duties  to  the  Spanish  Government !  The  official 
report  made  by  the  Custom-house  officer — and 
Ave  don't  know  Avhat  per-centage  of  treasure  Avent 
into  his  pocket — states  that  Don  Diego  paid  du- 
ties on  a  virgin  lump  Aveighing  275  pounds.  The 
aggregate  Aveight  of  scA'eral  other  pieces  upon 
Avliicli  the  king's  attorney  brought  suit  for  duties 
Avas  4033  pounds  ;  and  the  same  officer  also  sued 
for  the  possession  of  a  piece  of  pure  silver  Aveigh- 
ing 2700  pounds,  on  the  ground  that  it  Avas  a 
curiosity,  and  therefore  rightfully  belonged  to 
his  majesty  the  king,  Avhich  CA-ery  body  must 
admit  Avas  good  logic  if  not  A'ery  good  laAv. 
Should  our  OAvn  Government  conclude  to  take 
the  mines,  it  might  be  Avell  to  seize  upon  all  the 
heavy  masses  of  silver  as  curiosities  properly  be- 
longing to  our  excellent  President,  INIr.  Lincoln. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  smallest  of  them  Avould  be 
a  curiosity  to  his  rebellious  neighbor,  Jcft"  Davis. 
There  are  attorneys  here  Avho  Avould  sue  the 
Prince  of  Darkness  himself,  if  they  thought  they 
could  extract  virgin  silver  out  of  him;  and<I 
have  knoAvn  Custom-house  officers  Avliose  re- 
ports of  duties  Avere  absolutely  astounding. 

Nearly  three  thousand  pounds  of  virgin  silver, 
the  heaviest  mass  ever  found  in  the  Avorld!  Oh, 
lovely  virgin !  efl'ulgent,  fascinating,  glittering 
virgin !  Who  Avould  not  Avorship  such  a  lumj) 
of  a  A'irgin  as  that?  Who  Avould  not  join  me  in 
a  visit  to  the  joyous  land  of  Arizuma  where  such 
precious  virgins  exist? 

But  Avhy  is  it,  you  cunningly  ask,  if  the  silver 
mines  of  Arizona  arc  as  rich  as  they  are  repre- 
sented to  be,  that  they  are  noAV  deserted  ?  Why 
liaA'C  they  failed  to  attract  a  mining  population  ? 
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Why  has  Arizona  made  no  ])rogre.ss  ^vithin  the 
past  ten  years,  while  Washoe  and  Idaho  have 
made  such  rapid  strides  within  three  or  four 
years  ? 

Be  patient,  if  you  please,  and  let  me  answer 
this  torrent  of  inquiries  by  a  brief  reference  to 
the  past  and  present  condition  of  Arizona.  It 
is  true  that  the  silver  mines  of  Washoe  attracted 
.1  population  of  ten  thousand  during  the  first 
year  of  their  discovery:  also  true  tliat  Idaho 
now  boasts  a  population  of  thirty  thousand ; 
while  the  melancholv  fict  can  not  be  denied  that 


Arizona  has  never 
yet  liad  an  American 
poi)ulation  of  over 
three  thousand,  and 
not  a  very  good  one 
at  that. 

The  Territory  of 
Arizona  was  acquired 
by  purchase  from 
Mexico,  nnder  the 
Gadsden  treaty  made 
in  September,  1853, 
and  confirmed  by 
Congress  during  the 
session  of  1 853-4. 
Prior  to  its  purchase 
it  formed  a  part  of 
the  Mexican  State  of 
Sonora.  The  cession 
was  contained  within 
certain  parallels  and 
boi^ndaries,  embrac- 
ing some  fort}^  thou- 
sand square  miles  of 
land,  with  a  length 
of  four  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  and  an 
extreme  width  of  a 
hundred  and  thirty. 
In  negotiating  for  the 
purchase  of  this  ter- 
ritory Mr.  Gadsden 
made  strenuous  ef- 
forts to  secure  a  strip 
of  country  as  far  south 
as  Guyamas,  but  he 
was  not  sustained  by 
Congress,  and  thus 
the  most  important 
feature  in  the  treaty 
was  omitted — a  port 
on  the  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia. The  United 
States  found  itself  in 
])ossession  of  a  coun- 
try which  it  was  im- 
])racticable  to  reach 
,ji,i  except  across  extens- 

'"'li'tf  ive  and  inhospitable 

fji'  deserts,  and  over  vast 

1  anges  of  mountains, 
j'  ''  many  of  tlipm  covered 

with  perpetual  snow, 
or  by  means  of  a  bal- 
loon. It  is  possible  some  vague  notion  ])re- 
vailed  in  the  halls  of  Congress  that  the  difficulty 
might  be  remedied  by  a  port  at  Fort  Yuma  or 
the  Pimo  villages.  There  being,  during  sea- 
sons of  drought,  from  six  to  ten  inches  of  water 
in  the  Colorado,  and  from  four  to  six  in  the 
Gila,  except  at  tlie  two  i;oints  abovc-ntimed, 
where  the  navigation  is  further  impeded  by  fluc- 
tuating sand-bars,  it  must  be  conceded  that 
there  is  some  ground  for  the  idea.  A  port  at 
either  of  these  places  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the   countrv  if   it  had  a  bottom  to   it  that 
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would  hold  water,  or 
a  top  that  would  prc- 
A'ent  evaporation. 

At  the  period  of  its 
purchase  Arizona  was 
practically  a  terra  in- 
cognila.  Hunters  and 
trappers  had  ex})lored 
it  to  some  extent ;  but 
their  accounts  of  its 
resources  and  peculiar- 
ities were  of  a  vague 
and  marvelous  charac- 
ter somewhat  unrelia- 
ble, yet  not  inconsist- 
ent with  their  wild  hab- 
its of  life.  Few  people 
in  the  United  States 
knew  any  thing  about 
it,  save  the  curious 
book-worms  who  had 
penetrated  into  the  old 
Spanish  records.  An 
impression  prevailed  |i!i!!i,ii;i;|i''Vi;i!!!!ii:iiii:' 
that  it  was  a  worthless 
desert,  without  suffi- 
cient wood  or  water 
to  sustain  a  population 
of  civilized  beings,  and 
for  the  most  part  desti- 
tute of  any  compensa- 
ting advantages.  Mr. 
Gadsden  was  ridiculed 
for  his  purchase,  and 
it  was  very  generally 
believed  that  Congress, 
in  expending  ten  mill- 
ions of  dollars  for  sucli 
an  arid  waste,  had  in 
view  some  ulterior  proj- 
ect of  extension,  based 
upon  the  balance  of 
power  between  the 
Northern  and  South- 
ern States,  It  was  even 
hinted  that  this  was  to 
be  a  grand  reservoir 
for  disappointed  office- 
seekers,  who  could  be 
effectually  disposed  of 
by  means  of  Territorial 
appointments.  It  was 
inhabited  almost  ex- 
clusively by  savage  tribes  of  Indians,  from 
Avhose  ravages  the  Texans  and  Mexicans  had 
long  suffiired ;  and  now,  if  our  surplus  of  ad- 
venturous politicians  could  only  be  sent  there, 
the  more  valuable  of  our  possessions  would  no 
longer  be  subject  to  their  injurious  machina- 
tions. With  this  view  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis 
did  one  of  the  few  good  things  he  ever  did 
in  his  life.  He  organized  various  expeditions, 
and  caused  the  newly-acquired  territory  to  be 
explored.  It  is  possible  he  contemplated  liv- 
ing in  it  himself  upon  his  retirement  from 
the   Presidency  of   tlic    shwe  Republic   whicli 
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even  then  he  must  have  had  in  his  eye.  The 
reports  of  Lieutenants  Whi])])le  and  Ives  arc 
among  the  most  valuable  of  the  contributions 
made  to  our  knowledge  of  this  interesting  re- 
gion. In  1853-4,  Lieutenant  Williamson  niaue 
a  survey  of  the  country  north  of  the  Gila,  in 
view  of  a  route  for  a  railway  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  States.  Lieutenant  A.  B.  Gray, 
in  1854,  made  a  survey  from  jNIarshall,  Texas, 
to  El  Paso,  and  thence  across  the  country  to 
Tubac,  from  which  point  he  made  branch  sur 
veys — one  to  Port  Lobos,  on  the  Gulf  cf  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  other  to  Port  Yuma  imd  Siin 
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Diego.  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  the  Boundary  Com- 
mission, also  made  some  very  important  surveys, 
and  added  materially  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
topographical  peculiarities  of  the  country,  its 
climate  and  productions.  His  report  is  replete 
with  interesting  details  of  life,  scenery,  and  ad- 
venture in  Arizona.  Few  persons,  save  those 
Avho  are  familiar  with  the  country,  will  complain 
of  the  minutiae  of  his  camp  experiences.  Lieu- 
tenant Parke,  in  1854-5,  made  a  survey  of  a 
route  from  San  Diego  to  Fort  Yuma,  the  ]^imo 
villages,  Tucson,  EI  I^aso,  and  into  Northern 
Texas.    Lieutenant  Edmund  F.  Beale  made  nu- 
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merous  surveys  and 
explorations  through 
Northern  Arizona, 
the  reports  of  which 
have  been  published 
from  time  to  time  by 
Congress.  They  are 
valuable  for  tlie  in- 
formation they  con- 
tain in  reference  to 
the  availability  of 
the  diiferent  routes 
])roposcd,  as  well  as 
for  the  important 
discoveries  made  by 
Mr.  Beale  himself, 
[n  1854:  jNIr.  Charles 
D.  Boston,  a  private 
citizen,  landed  at 
Xavachista,  on  the 
Gulf  of  California, 
and  cx])lorcd  the 
country  as  far  as 
Western  Sonoita, 
and  thence  through 
the  Papagoria  to  the 
Big  Bend  of  the 
Gila,  Fort  Yuma, 
and  San  Diego.  In 
1855  the  Boundary 
Survey  was  comjjlet- 
ed  by  Major  Emo- 
ry and  Lieutenant 
Michler.  In  Au- 
gust, 1856,  an  cx- 
})loring  party  out- 
litted  at  San  Anto- 
nio, Texas,  and  after 
a  perilous  journey 
through  the  Apache 
Pass  arrived  at  Tu- 
bac,  and  proceeded, 
under  the  direction 
of  JNIr.  Boston,  to 
examine  the  silver 
mines  reported  to 
exist  in  the  Santa 
Rita,  Cerro  Colora- 
do, and  Arivaca 
Mountains ;  and  in 
1 85 7  companies  were 
formed  for  the  pur- 
chase and  develop- 
In  August  and  Sep- 


tember, 1857,  the  San  Antonio  and  San  Diego 
semi-monthly  stage-line,  under  the  direction 
of  I.  C.  Woods,  was  established,  James  Burch 
acting  as  contractor.  Tiiis  continued  till  the 
Butterfield  semi-weekly  line  was  put  upon  the 
route,  in  August,  1858,  under  a  contract  of 
six  years  with  the  Postmaster- General,  at 
^G00,000  a  year.  An  enterprise  of  greater 
importance  than  this  had  never  been  under- 
taken by  any  private  citizen.  It  was  one  of 
the  grand  achievements  of  the  age  to  span  the 
continent  by  a  semi-weekly  line  of  stages,  under 
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bonds  to  perform,  by 
the    sole    power    of 

horse-flcsli,  a  trij)  of 
nearly  two  thouj^and 
five  hundred  miles 
within  the  schedule 
time  of  twenty  -  five 
days.  Few  believed 
it  could  be  done  ;  and 
when  the  vast  deserts 
through  which  the 
route  lay,  and  the 
hostile  tribes  of  In- 
dians that  inhabit 
them,  are  taken  into 
account,  it  is  a  mar- 
vel that  it  was  nor 
only  a  success  but  n 
triumph.  Tiiere  wa> 
no  failure  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end 
—  from  St.  Louis  to 
San  Francisco.  The 
usual  time  was  from 
twenty  to  twenty-two 
days ;  and  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  trans- 
mission of  a  Presiden- 
tial jMcssage,  the  en- 
tire trip  was  actualh- 
made  within  sixteen 
days !  All  praise  to 
Butterfield  !  and  all 
praise  to  that  enter- 
prising Postmaster- 
General  w!io  put  him 
through  ! 

From  1857  to  18G0 
a  large  amount  of  cap- 
ital was  expended  in 
transporting  and  erect- 
ing machinery  raid  developing  the  silver  mines 
south  of  Tucson ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  inac- 
cessible nature  of  the  country,  and  the  high  rates 
of  duties  levied  u])on  all  importations  through 
Sonora,  these  enterprises  were  carried  on  at  great 
expense  and  under  extraordinary  difficulties. 
Boilers  weighing  six  thousand  pounds  and  heavy 
engines  had  to  be  transported  in  wagons  from 
Lavaca  in  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  thence 
across  the  continent  to  the  silver  regions — a  dis- 
tance of  twelve  hundred  miles.  The  roads  were 
almost  as  nature  had  made  them — rough  and 
rocky,  abounding  in  ruts  and  pitfolls  and  heavy 
sands,  and  every  mile  of  the  way  from  the  Rio 
Grande  was  beset  with  dangers.  Fierce  and 
barbarous  Indians  lurked  behind  the  rocks  and 
in  the  deep  arroyas,  ever  on  the  alert  to  ])lun- 
der  and  murder  the  little  bands  of  white  men 
who  toiled  wearily  through  the  inhos]ntable  des- 
erts. The  sufferings  of  these  hardy  adventurers 
were  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
human  enterprise.  Hunger  and  thirst  and  burn- 
ing suns  and  ciiilling  nights  were  among  the 
least  of  tlie  trials  to  which  they  were  subject : 
sudden  death  from   hidden   foes,  or  cruel  and 
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prolonged  torture,  stared  them  in  the  fiice  at 
every  step.  The  wayside  was  lined  with  the 
bleached  bones  of  unfortunate  men  who  had 
preceded  them,  straggling  parties  who  had  fall- 
en victims  to  the  various  perils  of  the  journey. 
When,  after  weary  months  of  toil  and  suffering, 
the  jaded  teamsters  arrived  in  Arizona  with  their 
precious  freight — now  literally  worth  its  weight 
in  silver  —  they  found  no  established  homes, 
no  prosperous  communities  of  fomilies  to  greet 
them,  but  a  country  as  wild  as  that  through 
which  they  had  jxassed,  almost  desolated  by  the 
ravages  of  Apaches.  For  three  centuries  these 
Bedouins  of  the  desert  had  continued  their  dep- 
redations upon  stock,  robbing  the  ranches,  kill- 
ing the  rancheros,  and  harassing  emigrant  par- 
ties No  industry  could  prosper  under  their 
malign  influence.  The  whole  State  of  Sonora 
was  devastated,  and  the  inhabitants  in  a  starv- 
ing condition.  Arizona  possessed  at  least  the 
])retense  of  military  ])rotection.  It  soon  became 
infested  with  the  refuse  po])ulation  of  Sonora — 
the  most  faithless  and  abandoned  race,  ])crhaps, 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  What  the  Apaches 
left  undone  in  the  wav  of  murder  and  robbery 
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they  seldom  failed  to  complete,  and  indeed  were 
regarded  with  more  distrust  by  respectable  citi- 
zens than  even  the  barbarous  Indians. 

Nor  was  this  all.  The  most  desperate  class 
of  renegades  from  Texas  and  California  found 
Arizona  a  safe  asylum  from  arrest  under  the 
laws.  The  Vigilance  Committee  of  San  Fran- 
cisco did  more  to  populate  the  new  Territory 
than  the  silver  mines,  Tucson  became  the  head- 
quarters of  vice,  dissipation,  and  crime.  It  was 
probably  the  nearest  approach  to  randcmonium 
on  the  North  American  Continent.     Murderers, 


thieves,  cut-throats, 
and  gamblers  form- 
ed the  mass  of  the 
po])ulation.  Every 
man  went  armed  to 
the  teeth,  and  scenes 
of  bloodshed  were  of 
everyday  occurrence 
in  the  public  streets. 
There  was  neither 
government,  law, 
nor  military  protec- 
tion. The  garrison 
at  Tucson  confined 
itself  to  its  legiti- 
mate business  of  get- 
ting drunk  or  doing 
nothing.  Arizona 
was  jjcrliaps  the  only 
l)art  of  the  world 
under  the  protecting 
a^gis  of  a  civilized 
government  in  which 
every  man  adminis- 
tered justice  to  suit 
himself,  and  where 
all  assumed  the  right 
to  gratify  the  basest 
passions  of  tlieir 
nature  without  re- 
straint. It  was  lit- 
erally a  paradise  of 
devils.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  country- 
was  slow.  It  was 
not  a  place  for  hon- 
est working-men  or 
for  families.  Good 
people  feared  to  go 
there.  The  news- 
])apers  were  filled 
with  accounts  of 
bloody  affrays,*'  rob- 
beries, and  Apache 
raids.  Yet,  despite 
all  these  drawbacks, 
men  of  enterprise 
began  to  learn  the 
great  natural  re- 
sources of  the  Ter- 
ritory ;  the  silver 
of  Santa  Rita  and  Cerro  Colorado  at- 
tracted attention  as  they  became  develo])ed  ; 
and  in  18G()  Arizona  seemed  in  a  fair  way  of 
receiving  a  raj)i(l  increase  of  popuhition,  and 
obtaining  through  Congress  what  it  had  long 
needed  —  a  Territorial  form  of  government. 
Efforts  had  been  made  to  effect  this  object  as 
early  as  1857,  when  Mr.  Gwin,  of  California 
(now  sup])osed  to  be  a  Duke  under  the  Maxi- 
milian dynasty  in  Mexico),  introduced  a  bill  in 
the  Senate  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Arizo- 
na ;   but  there  were  jealousies  on  the  railroad 
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question  which  resulted  in  tlic  defeat  of  the  bill. 
ISIr.  Green,  of  Missouri,  in  1860,  introduced  a 
hill  to  jjrovide  :i  *'tcni))()rnrv  jiovcrnmcnt  for  the 
Territory  of  Arizunia,"  which  also  failed.  Va- 
rious other  atteni])ts  were  made,  none  of  which 
were  successful.  DisatVection  between  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  different  railroad  routes,  agita- 
tions on  tlic  slave  question,  and  jealousies  among 
the  adventurers  who  sought  political  i)referment,  j 
prevented  the  recognition  of  a  great  principle 
which  should  always  govern  a  civilized  nation  | 
in  its  councils — never  to  acquire  territory  until 
it  can  extend  over  it  the  jirotcction  of  law.  \ 
While  these  questions  so  vital  to  the  interests  ■ 
of  Arizona  were  pending,  public  attention  was 
suddenly  attracted  in  another  direction.  The 
ricli  mineral  discoveries  in  Washoe  created  a 
sensation  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  ' 
the  land.  The  rush  from  California  to  that  re- ' 
gion  was  unparalleled  in  tlie  history  of  mining 
excitements.  Of  that  memorable  exodus,  some  ' 
few  readers  of  this  Magazine  may  remember  the 
description  given  in  a  series  of  articles  under  ; 
the  title  of  "A  I'eep  at  Washoe."  Gold  dis- 1 
coveries  in  California  had  become  an  old  story. 
The  placers  were  beginning  to  fail ;  surface  dig- 
ging no  longer  paid  extraordinary  profits ;  the 
honest  miners  had  passed  through  so  many  ex- 
citements that  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  industry 
no  longer  possessed  a  charm  for  them ;  and  they, 
in  common  with  the  mass  of  the  citizens,  were 
well  prepared  for  the  new  field  of  enterprise  and 
speculation.  The  results  of  invesi^tnents  in  sil- 
ver stock  were  immediate,  if  the  silver  itself  was 
tardy  of  appearance.  A  few  fortunes,  rajndly 
made  by  adroit  purchases  and  speedy  sales,  in- 
spired thousands  of  enterprising  speculators  with 
the  most  extravagant  hopes  of  success.  Even 
sober  business-men  lost  their  balance,  and  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  drawn  into  the  whirl  of 
excitement.  Silver  mining  was  a  novelty.  The 
surplus  energy  of  the  American  people  had  nev- 
er found  a  vent  in  that  direction.  It  was  an 
untried  experiment,  and  promised  to  realize  the 
fabulous  stories  of  Spanish  discovery  in  ^Mexico. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  newly- 
discovered  region  of  boundless  wealth.  It  lay  \ 
on  the  public  highway  to  California,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  State.  From  ^Missouri,  from  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska,  from  Pike's  Peak  and  Salt 
Lake,  the  tide  of  emigration  ])Oured  in.  Trans- 
])ortation  from  San  Francisco  was  easy.  I  made 
the  trip  myself  on  foot  almost  in  the  dead  of 
winter,  when  the  mountains  were  covered  with 
snow.  Stages  laden  with  passengers  inside  and 
out  crossed  the  Sierra  Nevadas  in  twenty-eight 
hours  from  Sacramento  to  Virginia  City.  A 
telegra|)h  line  sjx.'edily  followed,  and  speculation 
in  stocks  could  be  carried  on  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  Comstock  metropolis  by  the  shock 
<»f  a  battery.  In  the  fid)  tide  of  the  excitement 
Arizona,  neglected,  suih-ring,  and  almost  for- 
gotten, received  the  heaviest  blow  of  all.  The 
rebellion  broke  oiit  in  April,  1  SCI.  The  Butter- 
field  overland  mail-line  was  stoj^jx'd  at  the  same 
time,  in  view  of  the  dangers  that  threatened  it: 


and  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  changing  the 
route.  During  the  month  of  July  the  only  Fed- 
eral troo])s  in  the  Territory  shamefully  and  witlu 
out  cause  abandoned  it,  and  marched  from  Fort> 
Breckinridge  and  Buchanan  to  Cook's  Springs, 
where  they  heard  the  Texan  rebels  were  coming. 
Without  waiting  to  ascertain  the  number  or  pre- 
pare for  any  defense,  they  burned  all  their  wag- 
ons, s])ikcd  their  cannon,  and  packed  their  ])ro- 
visions  on  mules  over  the  mountains  to  Fort 
Craig.  There  were  four  com])anies,  numbering 
altogether  four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  They 
had  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Fillmore  to- 
ward which  they  were  marching,  and  this  caused 
them  to  take  a  difierent  route.  At  Fort  Fill- 
more five  hundred  Federal  troojjs  of  the  regular 
army  surrendered  to  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  renegade  Texans,  ragged,  nndisciplined, 
poorly  armed,  and  badly  ecjuijiped.  A  scattered 
com])any  of  these  roving  bandits,  under  tl;e  com- 
mand of  the  guerrilla  chief,  Captain  Hunter, 
numbering  about  one  hundred,  reached  Tucson 
on  the  27tli  of  February,  18G2,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  })lace.  iNlost  of  the  inhabitants  had 
fied  to  Sonora  for  safety,  or  stood  ready  to  join 
the  rebels.  It  was  a  secession  strong-hold,  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  Southern  outlaws,  whose 
symjiathies  were  naturally  op])osed  to  the  exist- 
ing Government.  Hunter  and  his  party  held 
possession  of  the  Territory,  advancing  as  far  as 
the  Pimo  villages  and  even  threatening  Fort 
Yuma,  till  the  advance  of  the  California  column 
in  May,  when  they  retreated  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  few  citizens  and  traders  wlio  remained  loyal 
to  the  Government,  and  the  managers  and  work- 
men employed  at  the  mines  being  thus  left  at 
the  mercy  of  lawless  desperadoes,  roving  bands 
of  Apaches  and  Sonoranians,  fled- from  the  conn- 
try  as  fast  as  they  could  procure  the  means  of 
escape.  Many  of  them  were  im]jrisoned,  and 
some  were  murdered.  The  hostile  Indians,  ig- 
norant of  our  domestic  disturbances,  believed 
they  had  at  length  stampeded  the  entire  white 
population.  On  tlie- public  highways  they  fell 
u])on  small  parties  and  slaughtered  them.  It 
was  their  boast,  and  i€  still  their  belief,  that  they 
had  conquered  the  American  nation.  The  Sono- 
ranians, greedy  for  ])lunder,  rushed  in  from  the 
borders  by  hundreds,  and  commenced  ransack- 
ing the  mines,  stealing  the  machinery,  and  mur- 
dering the  few  employes  that  remained.  At  Tu- 
bac,  the  head-quarters  of  the  Arizona  IMining 
Company,  the  Apaches  besieged  the  town  on  one 
side,  while  the  Sonoranians  lurked  in  the  bushes 
on  the  other.  Twenty  men  held  it  for  three 
days,  and  finally  esca])ed  under  cover  of  night. 
There  was  nothing  left.  Tlie  troops  had  burned 
all  the  stores,  provisions,  and  groceries,  j)ul)lie 
and  ])rivate,  that  they  could  lay  hands  upon  ; 
tore  down  the  mill  at  Tucson  ;  burnt  the  Canoa  ; 
and  tlestroyed  government  stores  at  Breckinridge 
and  Buchanan  worth  ])robal»ly  half  a  million  of 
dollars.  Treason,  cowardice,  or  inconijietency 
must  have  been  the  cause  of  these  disgraceful 
jM'oceedings.  There  was  no  satisfactory  reason, 
that  can  now  l)e  seen,  why  they  should  have  so 
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precipitately  evacuated  the  Territory,  and  yielded 
peaceful  possession  to  the  enemies  of  the  Federal 
Government. 

From  that  date  imtil  the  last  session  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  Congress,  Arizona  remained  with- 
out a  Territorial  organization.  Few  people  were 
left  in  the  country,  and  there  was  no  protection 
to  the  mines.  They  were  all  abandoned  to  the 
])lundering  Sonoranians,  who  stole  the  ore  and 
destroyed  the  machinery.  The  ranches  were  in 
ruin  ;  south  and  east  of  Tucson  there  was  not  a 
single  inhabited  spot  within  the  boundary  lines. 

I  have  thus  at  some  length  attemjjted  to  ac- 
count for  the  tardy  growth  of  this  interesting 
Territory.  It  will  be  admitted  that  there  is  good 
reason  why  Arizona  has  failed  to  attract  a  popu- 
lation. With  wonderful  resources  and  a  climate 
equal  to  that  of  Italy,  it  has  suffered  a  series  of 
misfortunes  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our 
territorial  possessions.  Two  great  obstacles  to 
the  pros])erity  of  the  country  still  exist:  diffi- 
culty of  access,  which  can  only  be  remedied  by 
a  port  on  the  Gulf  of  California ;  and  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Apache  Indians,  for  which  there  is 
no  remedy  short  of  extermination. 

But  let  us  not  anticipate  the  course  of  our 
travels.  You  shall  see  for  yourself  the  deserts 
and  the  mines  and  the  wondrous  things  of  that 
wondrous  land,  my  gentle  fi'iend,  if  you  will 
patiently  follow  me.  Only  don't  expect  me  to 
be  lively  in  such  a  wild  region.  It  is  not  a  jolly 
country.  The  graves  of  murdered  men,  and 
boundless  sand  deserts,  and  parched  mountains, 
and  dried-up  rivers,  and  scenes  of  ruin  and  deso- 
lation are  profoundly  interesting;  but  they  are 
not  subjects  for  the  indulgence  of  rollicking  hu- 
mor. It  is  only  serious  and  reflecting  men,  like 
you  and  myself,  who  can  appreciate  them. 

We  have  thus  followed  up  our  intended  beat 
from  the  time  of  the  early  Spaniards  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  20tli  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1803,  establishing  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment. And  here,  by  way  of  making  certain  tliat 
there  is  no  deception  in  the  matter,  let  us  take  a 
look  at  the  official  seal  of  the  Territory,  designed 
by  Mr.  Secretary  M'Cormick  :  An  honest  miner 
stands  with  his  left  hand  in  his  pocket  feeling 
for  the  i)rofits  of  his  day's  labor.  The  expres- 
sion of  liis  countenance  is  indicative  of  a  serious 
frame  of  mind.  He  gazes  into  the  future,  and 
sees  gold  and  silver  a  long  way  off.  His  spade 
stands  ready  to  dig  it,  and  his  wheel-barrow  to 
wheel  it.  As  yet  he  has  struck  notliing  very 
rich — but  it  will  come  by-and-l)y.  In  the  back- 
ground you  see  the  two  prominent  peaks  of  Bill 
Williams's  Mountain,  where  he  contemjjlates 
j)ros])ecting  next  year;  or  possibly  these  may 
be  the  dirt-piles  which  he  has  already  thrown 
up  and  not  yet  washed  for  lack  of  water.  The 
motto  is  api)ropriate,  "Ditat  Deus."  "What's 
the  odds  so  long  as  we're  happy?" 

Although  it  was  my  intention  to  visit  Arizona 
some  time  or  other,  as  it  is  to  visit  every  part 
of  the  habitable  globe,  I  had  no  more  idea,  on 
Saturday  morning,  IX'cember  5,  18G3,  of  start- 
ing on  sucli  an  important  expedition  at  4  r.M. 


of  the  same  day,  than  I  had  of  going  on  a  pros- 
pecting tour  through  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon. 
Yet  who  can  say  what  an  hour  may  bring  forth  ? 
A  man's  fate,  as  the  Arabs  say,  is  written  upon 
his  skull,  and  I  suppose  it  was  mine  to  leave 
on  that  day  for  Arizona.  At  all  events  it  so 
chanced  in  my  peregrinations  about  San  Fran- 
cisco that  I  fell  in  with  my  old  friend,  Mr. 
Charles  D.  Boston,  the  Arizona  Bioneer,  who 
had  just  arrived  from  the  East  by  the  overland 
route  through  Salt  Lake.  He  was  now  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  new  Territory  ; 
held  various  commissions^as  director  of  mining 
companies;  was  full  of  jjie, romance  and  fasci- 
nations of  Arizona.  ♦'ThQ.Jbest  years  of  his  life 
had  been  spent  there.  Bie  knew  every  foot  of 
the  country  ;  talked  Spamsji  like  a  native  ;  be- 
lieved in  the  people ;  bejiiCved  in  the  climate ; 
had  full  faith  in  the  j^lver;  implicitly  relied 
upon  the  gold  ;  never  aoubted  that  Arizona  was 
the  grand  diamond  in  tlie  rough  of  all  our  Terri- 
tories. He  looked  and  talked  and  acted  like  a 
man  perfectly  sane ;  and  Avhen  he  confidently 
assured  me  that  if  ''feet"  chimed  with  my  aspi- 
rations, I  could  have  as  many  as  I  pleased  by 
accepting  a  seat  in  his  ambulance  from  Los 
Angeles  to  the  Bromised  Land.  Cooks  and 
teamsters  and  vaqueros  were  all  projected,  and 
for  military  escorts  he  held  the  documents  in  his 
hand.  We  would  have  a  grand  time  ;  we  would 
feast  and  hunt  and  hold  pow-wows  with  the  In- 
dians, and  do  up'  the  whole  country  even  to  the 
Moqui  villages,  which  he  informed  me,  on  the 
authority  of  an  English  missionary,  were  in- 
habited by  a  race  of  Welshmen  who  made  a  voy- 
age to  the  Continent  of  North  America  in  an- 
cient times.  Could  flesh  and  blood  stand  such 
a  proposition  as  that  ?  Here  was  a  chance  for 
locomotion  on  a  grand  scale  ;  and  fortune  smiled 
in  the  distance. 

"Boston,"  said  I,  solemnly,  "consider  me 
in.  At  4  P.M.  this  memorable  day  I'm  on 
hand.  Should  the  Apaches  get  my  scalp,  you, 
my  venerable  friend,  and  you  alone,  arc  respons- 
ible to  my  family  and  to  mankind!" 

Over  to  Oakland — a  hurried  explanation — a 
parting  glance  at  the  j)leasant  homestead,  the 
garden,  the  wife  and  the  little  ones — ah  me! 
how  often  the  same  insatiable  s])irit  of  adventure 
has  driven  me  blindly  and  recklessly  through 
the  same  trying  ordeal!  Is  there  no  help  for  it 
in  this  world?  Must  a  man  when  he  has  trav- 
eled for  thirty  years  never  more  taste  the  sweets 
of  content,  but  keep  drifting  uneasily  along  till 
he  drifts  into  the  final  haven  of  rest? 

There  was  no  trouble  about  getting  ready. 
A  knapsack,  as  usual,  was  my  only  baggage. 
The  contents  were  soon  packed ;  a  few  coarse 
shirts,  a  box  of  pencils  and  paints,  a  meerschaum 
and  a  j)lug  of  tobacco,  these  were  the  indispensa- 
ble parts  of  my  outfit.  At  4  v.m.  1  stood  upon 
the  deck  of  the  good  steamer  Senator,  fully 
equipped  and  prepared  for  the  important  enter- 
prise on  hand.  Boston  was  true  to  time.  We 
Avere  favored  with  the  com])any  of  Mr.  Ammi 
White,  an  Indian  Agent  and  trader,  on  his  re- 
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turn  to  tlie  Pimo  villarijes,  and  two  of  his  wards. 
Antonio  Azul,  chief  of  the  Pimos,  and  Francisco 
the  interpreter.  I  was  glad  to  make  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Amnii  White.  He  had  seen  all 
the  ups  and  downs  of  Arizona  life ;  had  been  a 
prisoner  among  the  Texans,  and  knew  as  much 
of  the  countr}'  as  any  man  in  or  out  of  it.  Be- 
sides, he  was  a  quaint,  original  man,  a  native  of 
Maine;  long,  lank,  and  leathery;  brimful  of 
wild  reminiscences,  and  of  that  genial  turn 
which  promised  much  in  tlie  way  of  future  en- 
joyment. All  hail  to  our  good  friend  and  trav- 
eling companion,  Ammi  Wiiite!  Slow  of  speech 
he  may  be,  and  prejudiced  against  the  luxuries 
of  civilization,  but  a  jewel  of  a  White  is  he  in 
his  native  element  of  gi'ease  and  Indians,  pork 
and  beans,  adobe  hovels  and  pinole.  Antonio 
Azul,  chief  of  the  Pimos,  and  son  of  the  illustri- 
ous Cool  Azul,  was  in  the  full  tide  of  a  tri- 
umphant return  to  his  native  village.  He  had 
paraded  the  streets  of  San  Francisco  with  his 
illustrious  friend  Iretaba,  cliief  of  the  Mojaves, 
who  has  since  created  such  a  sensation  in  New- 
York  and  Washington ;  had  seen  the  great 
elephant  of  civilization ;  had  heard  the  negro 
minstrels,  and  visited  the  ]\Iint  and  Custom- 
house ;  and  now  he  was  about  to  return  laden 
^yith  treasures  of  knowledge  to  the  bosom  of  his 
virtuous  wife  and  family,  and  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  sitting  bare-legged  in  front 
of  his  wigwam,  telling  his  pcojjle  of  the  won- 
drous sights  ho  had  seen.  Especially  was  he 
prepared  to  give  them  a  lucid  account  of  the 
fiery  horses  tluit  pulled  the  public  with  lightning 
speed  along  iron  roads,  and  the  big  canoe  that 
paddled  over  the  briny  deep  by  means  of  a  great 


kettle  of  hot  water  that  was  always  kept  boiling 
down  in  the  hold.  Francisco,  his  official  in- 
terj)reter,  was  resplendent  with  badges  of  dis- 
tinction given  him  by  the  ladies;  which  he 
wore  on  his  head,  and  on  his  breast,  and  on 
his  back,  and  on  every  available  spot  of  his 
I  body  from  top  to  bottom ;  being,  as  I  should. 
!  have  said,  a  handsome  youth,  much  given  to 
I  destruction  of  the  female  sex.  Never  for  a 
!  moment  from  the  time  he  stepped  on  board  till 
!  we  got  well  out  of  the  harbor  did  the  joyous  grin 
\  of  gratified  ambition  leave  his  countenance,  save 
when  we  crossed  the  bar,  and  then  he  went  pre- 
cipitately below,  and  turned  in  on  a  pile  of 
freight.  When  hc  came  up  next  morning  his 
face  was  painted  a  grim  yellow,  to  disguise  the 
effects  of  those  internal  emotions  which  are  apt 
to  disturb  the  digestion  of  the  bravest  warriors ; 
for  Francisco  was  a  warrior,  too,  and  scorned 
weakness  of  digestion  as  a  disgrace  to  manhood. 
He  looked  as  grim  as  the  Sphinx,  and  frowned 
from  time  to  time  as  if  nothing  on  earth,  or  on 
the  waters  of  the  earth,  or  on  the  steamships 
that  plow  the  waters,  could  disturb  his  stolidity  ; 
and  then,  upon  the  occasion  of  a  sudden  lurch 
or  two,  rushed  to  windward  with  both  hands 
firmly  pressed  over  his  mouth,  doubling  him- 
self up  and  vainly  endeavoring  to  conceal  the 
most  horrible  contortions  of  countenance.  But 
it  was  no  use.  Old  Neptune  got  the  best  of  him 
at  last,  I  was  only  surprised  that  he  did  not 
follow  the  example  of  some  of  our  army  officers 
wdio  become  sick  of  the  war — throw  up  his  com- 
mission. 

Of  the  voyage  I  have  only  to  say  that  it  was 
smooth  and  pleasant — a  mere  Lake  Como  trip, 
with  the  addition  of  a  finer  climate,  a  greater 
extent  of  scenery,  and  a  much  more  commodious 
boat  than  any  to  be  found  on  the  waters  of 
Como.  The  change  from  the  chilling  fogs  of 
San  Francisco  to  the  balmy  atmosphere  of  the 
South  is  one  of  the  luxuries  of  a  winter's  trip. 
Few  of  those  unfortunate  beings  who  dwell  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  have  any  conception 
of  the  delightful  climate  with  which  we  are 
blessed  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Bright  sunshine 
sparkles  over  the  sea  and  nestles  among  the  de- 
clivities of  the  mountains ;  the  earth  rejoices  in 
tlie  generous  flood  of  light  poured  down  upon  it 
from  morning  till  night ;  the  birds  of  the  air 
and  the  beasts  of  the  field  revel  in  the  groves 
and  pastures  that  stretch  back  from  the  rock- 
bound  shores  ;  nothing  in  life  or  in  nature  seems 
wanting  in  the  measure  of  a  joyous  future  ;  ali 
is  rich  and  glowing  and  full  of  beauty  and  prom- 
ise. A  voyage  along  the  shores  of  California  is 
a  feast  of  soul  for  all  the  years  to  come.  The 
mountains,*  barren  as  they  appear  at  the  firs- 
sight,  are  strangely  fantastic  in  form  and  won- 
derfully rich  in  coloring.  The  full  swell  of 
the  ocean,  unobstructed  for  thousands  of  miles, 
falls  like  the  majestic  peal  of  a  mighty  organ 
u})on  the  embattlements  of  solid  rock  that  line 
the  main.  Beyond  the  Point  of  Conception  the 
beautiful  islands  of  Santa  Barbara  loom  up  over 
the  bright  sparkling  sea,  barren  of  foliage  yet 
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wonderfully  picturesque  in  the  glowing  tints 
of  the  southern  horizon.  What  a  luxury  of 
lights  and  shades  ;  what  a  balmy,  ecstatic  atmos- 
phere ;  what  broad  blue  fields  of  w.  .-"er  and  in- 
finite distances  of  landscape  !  Could  it  be  that 
a  grand  mistake  was  made  in  Mohammedan  his- 
tory— that  Paradise  is  nothing  more  than  a  faint 
attempt  to  delineate  the  beauties  of  California? 

The  old  town  of  San  Pedro  has  not  improved 
since  my  last  visit  in  18(50.  It  then  consisted 
of  an  ancient  adobe  building,  in  which  Mr. 
Banning  carried  on  his  staging  and  teaming 
operations,  and  a  few  warehouses  and  miscel- 
laneous shanties  under  tlie  bank.  It  now  con- 
sists of  the  same,  in  other  hands,  and  some- 
what dilapidated  by  the  lapse  of  time.  The 
principal  inhabitants  are  wild  geese,  sea-gulls, 
and  dead  cattle.  The  steamer  lies  out  by  Dead- 
man's  Rock — a  little  island  supposed  to  be  the 
burial-place  of  an  unfortunate  mariner  who  came 
to  an  untimely  end  in  that  vicinity.  A  cross 
marks  his  grave,  and  sea-gulls  and  wild  sea- 
waves  sing  his  lullaby. 

Banning — the  active,  energetic,  irrepressible 
Phineas  Banning — has  built  a  town  on  the 
])lain  about  six  miles  distant,  at  the  head  of  the 
sloo.  He  calls  it  Wilmington,  in  honor  of  his 
birth-place.  In  order  to  bring  Wilmington  and 
the  steamer  as  close  together  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  he  has  built  a  small  boat  propelled 
by  steam,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  passen- 
gers from  the  steamer  to  Wilmington,  and  from 
Wilmington  to  the  steamer.  Another  small 
boat  of  a  similar  kind  burst  its  boiler  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  and  killed  and  scalded  a  number 


of  people,  including  Captain  Seely,  the  pojnilar 
and  evcr-to-be-lamentcd  commander  of  the  Sen- 
ator. The  boiler  of  the  ])resent  boat  is  con- 
sidered a  model  of  safety.  Passengers  may  lean 
against  it  with  perfect  security.  It  is  modeled 
after  the  pattern  of  a  tea-kettle,  so  that  when 
the  pressure  is  unusually  great  the  cover  will 
rise  and  let  off  the  superabundant  steam,  and 
thus  allow  the  crowd  a  chance  to  swim  ashore. 

Wilmington  is  an  extensive  city,  located  at 
the  head  of  a  slough,  in  a  pleasant  neighbor- 
hood of  sand-banks  and  marshes.  There  are 
not  a  great  many  houses  in  it  as  yet,  but  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  room  for  houses  when  the  po]i- 
ulation  gets  ready  to  build  them.  The  streets 
are  broad  and  beautifully  paved  with  small 
sloughs,  ditches,  bridges,  lumber,  dry-goods 
boxes,  and  the  carcasses  of  dead  cattle.  Ox- 
bones  and  the  skulls  of  defunct  cows,  the  legs 
and  jawbones  of  horses,  dogs,  sheep,  swine,  an^l 
coyotes,  are  the  chief  ornaments  of  a  public 
character ;  and  what  the  city  lacks  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  its  site  it  makes  up  in  the  elevation  of 
its  water-lines,  many  of  them  being  higher  than 
the  surrounding  objects.  The  city  fathers  are 
all  centred  in  Banning,  Avho  is  mayor,  council- 
man, constable,  and  watchman,  all  in  one.  He 
is  the  great  progenitor  of  Wilmington.  Touch 
Wilmington,  and  you  touch  Banning.  It  is  his 
specialty — the  offspring  of  his  genius.  And  a 
glorious  genius  has  Phineas  B.  in  his  way ! 
Who,  among  the  many  thousands  who  have 
sought  health  and  recreation  at  Los  Angeles 
within  the  past  ten  years,  has  not  been  a  re- 
cipient of  Banning's  bounty  in  the  way  of  ac- 
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commoclation  ?  His  stages  are  ever  ready — his 
horses  ever  the  fastest — his  jovial  face  ever  the 
most  welcome  on  the  beacli !  B'lf^  of  heart,  big 
of  body,  big  of  enterprise,  is  Phineas — the  life 
and  soul  of  Los  Angeles  county.  The  people 
know  it — the  public  acknowledge  it;  for  he  is 
now  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention,  and 
will,  I  venture  to  assert,  make  an  honorable 
mark  in  that  body.  Long  life  to  Banning! 
]\Iay  his  shadow  grow  larger  and  larger  every 
day !  At  all  events,  I  trust  it  may  never  grow 
less.  I  retract  all  I  said  about  Wilmington — or 
most  of  it.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  flourishing  place 
compared  with  San  Pedro.  I  am  willing  to  con- 
cede that  the  climate  is  salubrious  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  wind  does  not 
blow  up  the  sand,  and  at  certain  other  seasons 
when  the  rain  does  not  cover  the  country  with 
water;  and  then  again  at  other  seasons,  when 
the  earth  is  not  parched  by  drought  and  scorch- 
ing suns. 

Within  a  mile  of  this  charming  city  stands  a 
quadrangular  series  of  houses,  well  built  and 
commodious,  with  a  large  square  in  the  middle, 
called  Camp  Drum.  It  is  now  occupied  by  the 
California  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  Curtis. 
Here,  in  virtue  of  certain  documents  from  head- 
quarters, we  were  provided  with  an  escort  of 
live  soldiers  and  a  sergeant,  to  secure  us  against 
the  attacks  of  Greasers,  savages,  and  other  dis- 
reputable natives,  on  the  road  to  the  Colorado 
River.  We  were  also  furnished  Avith  mules  for 
our  ambulance  and  rations  for  our  military  forces. 
The  officers  of  the  camp  were  exceedingly  kind 
and  polite,  and  made  our  sojourn  there  an  agree- 
able episode  in  our  journey. 


At  Cam])  Dium  we  heard  a  good  deal  about 
the  lively  condition  of  society  in  and  around 
Los  Angeles.  It  was  not  considered  safe  for  a 
man  to  travel  about,  even  within  a  few  miles  of 
camp,  without  a  double-barreled  shot-gun,  a  re- 
volver, a  bowie-knife,  and  two  Derringer  pis- 
tols. Of  course  in  these  war-times,  when  thou- 
sands of  lives  are  lost  every  day,  the  mere  kill- 
ing of  a  few  citizens  now  and  then  must  seem 
ridiculously  tame  to  peojile  on  the  Atlantic  side; 
and  I  only  speak  of  it  as  a  common  character- 
istic of  the  country  through  which  I  was  travel- 
ing. At  any  point  on  tlie  road  between  Los 
Angeles  and  Camp  Drum  bullets  in  the  back 
of  the  head  were  to  be  expected.  The  recent 
acts  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  in  breaking  into 
the  jail  and  hanging  Boss  Danewood  and  four 
of  his  fellow-prisoners— three  of  whom  Avere 
Spaniards — had  aroused  the  resentment  of  CA'cry 
American  outhiAvand  native  Greaser  in  the  coun- 
try, and  assassinations  Avere  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. In  passing  through  the  narroAv  lanes 
and  betAA'cen  the  avIHoav  hedges,  Avhere  the  vine- 
yards are  located,  it  Avas  deemed  a  necessary  pre- 
caution to  travel  Avith  a  knife  ready  draAvn,  so 
as  to  cut  the  lassoes  that  Avere  likely  to  be  throAvn 
around  one's  neck.  A  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, connected  Avith  the  militaiT  depart- 
ment, seemed  to  relish  this  state  of  affairs  ex- 
ceedingly, as  it  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
indulging  his  ])ropensity  for  hunting.  Ducks 
and  geese  had  long  since  ceased  to  afTbrd  him 
any  diA-ersion.  He  noAV  amused  himself  by 
jumping  into  his  buggy,  and  starting  off  Avith 
his  double-barreled  shot-gun  after  Greasers,  mur- 
derers, and    the   like,  of  AAhom   he   generally 
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bagged,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  two  or  three 
every  week.  In  fact,  he  rather  prided  himself 
upon  his  skill  in  man-hunting.  I  was  a  little 
shocked  at  first  when  I  heard  of  man-hunting  as 
a  recreation,  but  after  a  few  days' sojourn  in  Los 
Angeles  found  that  it  was  quite  a  common  amuse- 
ment. Running  down,  catching,  shooting,  and 
hanging  suspicious  characters  was  esteemed  the 
very  best  kind  of  sport,  being  dangerous  as  well 
as  exciting.  During  our  stay  a  party  of  the  Vig- 
ilants  went  down  from  Los  Angeles  to  Wilming- 
ton, got  on  board  Banning's  little  steamboat,  and 
while  it  was  en  route  for  the  Senator^  took  a  pris- 
oner bound  for  San  Quentin  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  sheriff  and  hanged  him  by  the  neck  till  he 
was  dead.  The  unlbrtunate  man  was  a  native 
of  California,  and  was  believed  to  be  the  mur- 
derer of  John  Raines,  an  American  ranchero. 
Since  that  exploit,  performed  in  full  view  of 
Camp  Drum,  they  pursued  and  captured  the 
murderer  of  Mr.  Sandford,  another  victim  of 
the  barbarous  condition  of  society,  and  strung 
him  up  in  the  same  summary  manner.  Whether 
the  country  will  be  permanently  benefited  by 
these  acts  remains  to  be  seen.  I  hope  it  will, 
for  it  certainly  needs  reformation  of  some  sort. 
Putting  this  and  that  together,  and  throwing  in 
Idaho  and  Nevada  by  way  of  good  measure,  it 
seems  to  me  that  Italy  can  no  longer  claim  dis- 
tinction for  her  banditti.  We  can  do  as  much 
murdering,  robbing,  and  stabbing  as  any  other 
people,  and  a  great  deal  more  catching  and 
hanging  than  ever  was  done  in  Europe. 

Several  days  were  required  to  complete  our 
outfit  at  Los  Angeles.  My  friend  Poston,  as 
already  stated,  had  traveled  through  Arizona 
before,  and  his  notions  of  the  physical  necessi- 
ties of  man  in  that  region  were  somewhat  ex- 
travagant. Not  that  he  was  unreasonably  ad- 
dicted to  comfort,  but  he  delighted  in  a  species 
of  practical  satire  Avhich  usually  cost  him  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money,  not  to  say  an  endless 
amount  of  trouble.  Arizona,  he  said,  was  an 
extensive  country,  prolific  in  reptiles  and  the 
precious  metals,  but  painfully  destitute  of  every 
thing  for  the  convenience  of  civilized  man.  His 
favorite  advice  to  all  who  contemplated  visiting 
the  Territory  was  to  take  with  them  ]dcnty  of 
mules  and  horses;  fire-arms,  ammunition,  cloth- 
ing, tobacco,  cigars,  pipes,  pen-knives,  pencils, 
medicines,  and  whisky ;  not  to  forget  an  abund- 
ant supply  of  coffee,  sugar,  flour,  and  beans;  to 
be  sure  and  start  with  a  full  outfit  of  acids,  blow- 
pipes, and  green  spectacles;  and  by  no  means 
to  omit  boots,  shoes,  handkerchiefs,  combs,  and 
percussion  caps — especially  the  latter — and  such 
other  articles  as  might  be  purchased  in  bulk  at 
the  selling  out  of  any  extensive  variety  store. 
It  was  not  that  the  traveler  himself  would  need 
all  these  items  of  luxury,  but  there  were  others 
in  the  country  who  would — fellow-travelers  gath- 
ered upon  the  public  highways  by  the  cohesive 
attraction  of  whisky  and  provisions ;  the  people 
throughout  the  territory  generally,  and  such  cas- 
ual parties  and  lonely  pilgrims  as  might  be  en- 
countered on  the  way  to  and  from  the  mines. 


A  few  extra  mules  and  jacks  to  lend  to  intimate 
friends  going  on  prospecting  tours,  some  spare 
saddles  and  ap/nirejos,  and,  if  possilde,  a  few 
thousand  dollars  in  gold  or  silver  coin  of  vari- 
ous denominations  to  accompany  the  prospect- 
ing parties,  but  never  to  be  seen  again  in  any 
shape  whatever,  would  also  be  advisable.  The 
articles  to  be  given  away,  consumed,  devoured, 
and  wasted,  continued  my  friend,  with  a  grim 
ferocity,  must  be  of  the  very  best  quality,  or 
woe  betide  the  unhappy  donor.  Be  he  Super- 
intendent of  Indians,  or  Special  Agent,  or  what 
not,  his  doom,  morally  and  politically,  will  at 
once  be  sealed.  Never  on  earth  can  he  be  elect- 
ed Delegate  to  Congress  from  the  Territory  of 
Arizona !  I  rather  suspected  Poston  of  a  lean- 
ing that  way,  and  was  surprised  at  the  rashness 
of  his  remarks. 

In  due  time  the  outfit  was  completed.  We 
had  every  thing  above  specified,  and  a  great 
many  things  more,  including  a  guard  of  five 
soldiers  and  a  sergeant  to  fight  for  us,  if  neces- 
sary, on  the  way  over  to  Fort  Yuma.  Our  bag- 
gage-wagon was  filled  to  the  utmost  limit  of  its 
capacit}^,  and  even  then  our  little  ambulance 
and  four  mules  groaned  under  their  precious 
loads.  On  the  day  of  starting  the  expedition 
stood  as  follows:  Poston,  commander-in-chief; 
myself,  principal  hunter  and  scribe  ;  a  supernu- 
merary friend  as  general  assistant ;  Jim  Berry, 
cook  ;  and  "  George,"  the  driver  ;  Avith  the  ad- 
dition of  Ammi  White  and  his  Pimo  Indians, 
and  one  Major  Stick,  a  Southern  gentleman,  re- 
cently from  Alcatraz  Island,  where  he  had  been 
spending  a  portion  of  the  summer.  This  was 
our  corps  de  reserve.  Jim  Berry  was  a  dandy 
contraband  from  Maryland,  of  whose  many  vir- 
tues and  peculiar  traits  of  character  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  hereafter.  "George" — I  don't 
know  his  other  name ;  in  fact,  don't  think  he 
had  any,  for  I  never  heard  him  called  any  thing 
but  "George" — was  a  stout,  good-natured  young 
fellow  from  Pike  County,  Missouri,  or  there- 
abouts, or,  at  all  events,  from  some  county  in 
which  pcojde  grow  up  to  a  succulent  maturity. 
If  "  George"  was  a  little  verdant  and  rude  of 
speech,  he  had  good  material  in  him,  and  was 
by  no  means  destitute  of  a  dry,  Pikc-ish  sort  of 
wit  that  occasionally  and  at  very  remote  inter- 
vals burst  upon  us  like  a  bombshell.  I  was  sor- 
ry to  discover,  before  he  had  been  three  days 
with  us,  that  he  labored  under  a  dreadful  and 
overwhelming  afHiction,  which  seemed  to  rack 
him  to  the  very  core.  It  might  have  been  re- 
morse for  a  murder  recently  committed,  or  grief 
for  the  loss  of  all  his  family  connections  by  a 
stroke  of  lightning,  or  the  throes  of  a  benighted 
mind  laboring  under  conviction ;  whatever  it 
was,  it  caused  him  to  indulge  in  some  startling 
exhibitions  of  emotion.  Often,  as  we  rattled 
along  the  road,  "George,"  after  belaboring  the 
mules  till  he  was  tired,  and  telling  them  to  "git" 
till  he  was  hoarse,  would  lean  back  in  his  seat 
and  think.  He  thought  fearfully.  I  never  saw 
thinking  go  so  hard  with  a  poor  fellow  in  my 
life.     In  the  midst  of  it  all  he  would  start  up 
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with  a  sudden  yell  of  anguish,  whirl  his  black- 
snake  and  let  fly  at  the  mules,  misery,  passion, 
ferocity  depicted  in  every  feature.  "Now  git, 
(lodrot  ye!"  was  the  climax  of  these  uncon- 
trollable bursts  of  wretcliedness,  followed  by 
groans  so  deep  and  i)athctic  that  they  fairly 
went  to  my  heart.  At  night,  when  we  spread 
our  blankets  around  tlie  camp  and  lay  down  to 
]"leasaiit  dreams,  our  unha])py  driver  discharged 
Jiis  accumulated  miseries  in  a  series  of  groans 
and  sighs  that  manifested  a  speedy  dissolution. 
All  night  long,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three 
hours,  he  gave  vent  to  these  heart-rending  ex- 
pressions of  woe.  Poston  offered  him  pills,  but 
l)C  said  he  wasn't  sick.  On  the  occasion  of  one 
of  his  paroxysms  I  went  over  to  where  he  lay 
and  asked  him,  kindly,  what  was  the  matter. 
"•'  Nothin',"  said  he  ;  "  wiiy  ?"  "  You  groan  so, 
I  thought  something  troubled  you."  "Reckon 
I  was  dreamin',"  muttered  George;  and  with 
that  he  turned  over  to  groan  again.  Thus  it 
continued  night  after  night,  until  the  dreadful 
secret  was  revealed  by  a  singular  circumstance. 
The  truth  is,  I  could  not  sleep.  George's  groans 
disturbed  me.  Loss  of  rest  was  preying  upon 
my  system.  I  was  getting  thin.  As  a  des- 
perate remedy  I  secretly  gathered  around  me, 
one  night,  before  turning  in,  all  the  clods,  chips, 
sticks,  and  pebbles  I  could  find,  and  having  taken 
the  bearings  of  George's  head,  lay  down  us  usu- 
al. On  this  occasion  his  groans  were  especially 
varied  and  pathetic.  He  sometimes  groaned 
like  a  horse,  and  sometimes  like  a  sheep  or  a 
goat,  and  then  varied  the  note  by  groaning  hys- 
terically, like  a  mule.  When  it  came  to  that  I 
hurled  a  clod  at  his  head,  which  stopped  him 
for  a  little  while.  Presently  he  fell  to  groan- 
ing again.  I  hurled  sticks  and  stones  at  him, 
and  stopped  him  again.  After  a  long  pause  he 
resumed  his  doleful  laborings  of  woe,  when  I 
let  fly  anotlier  clod  with  such  dextrous  aim  that 
it  must  have  hit  him  plumb  on  the  back  of  his 
head.  "Oh,  Gosh!"  he  cried,  in  tones  of  the 
bitterest. anguish.  "I  didn't  think  that  of  you, 
Mary  JaneJ  I  know'd  you  didn't  love  me;  but 
I  didn^t  think  you'd  throw  taters  at  me!"  The 
dreadfeil  mystery  was  solved;  the  secret  was 
out ;  George  was  the  victim  of  unrequited  love. 
]Mary  Jane  was  the  cruel  fair  one  who  had  de- 
stroyed his  peace  of  mind,  and  driven  him  with 
the  lash  of  her  scorn,  as  he  was  driving  mules 
with  a  black-snake,  to  seek  the  chances  of  life 
in  the  deserts  of  Arizona. 

After  our  depart uie  from  the  Monte  wc  trav- 
eled slowly,  in  order  that  wc  might  keep  com- 
l)any  with  our  provisions  and  escort.  All  along 
the  route  we  heard  vague  rumors  of  one  Ramon 
Castillo,  a  native  bandit  around  whose  career 
were  centred  all  the  charms  of  romance.  He 
was  represented  to  be  a  prodigy  of  strength  and 
valor,  an  irresistible  gallant  among  tlie  ladies, 
a  terror  to  his  enemies,  and  a  very  dangerous 
character  to  the  public.  He  had  sworn  venge- 
ance against  the  American  race,  had  assassin- 
ated many  of  liis  pursuers,  and  declared  his  de- 
tcrminaticm   never  to  be  taken   alive.       Some 


sup])osed  he  was  in  the  mountains  with  a  band 
of  thirty  desperadoes ;  others  thought  he  was 
lurking  by  the  road  with  a  few  of  his  servienlcs 
for  the  purpo.se  of  waylaying  travelers.  All 
agreed  upon  one  ])oint — that  Ramon  Castillo 
was  a  man  greatly  to  be  admired.  Of  course 
he  had  many  friends — such  men  always  have 
in  California — and  there  were  few  persons  of 
res])ectab]e  standing  in  Los  Angeles  County 
who  would  not  have  felt  pride  and  jjleasure  in 
protecting  him  from  arrest.  I  almost  hoped 
we  would  meet  Don  Ramon,  that  we  might  en- 
joy the  romance  of  a  tilt  with  such  an  accom- 
plished bandit. 

The  country  through  which  we  traveled  for 
several  days  was  not  altogether  new  to  me.  I 
had  passed  through  it  before  duiing  a  tour  of 
exploration  among  the  Southern  Indians  in 
18G0.  But  how  different  was  it  now!  In 
former  years  the  magnificent  series  of  valle}s, 
stretching  all  the  Avay  from  Los  Angeles  to  the 
borders  of  the  Colorado  Desert,  were  clothed  in 
tlie  richest  verdure.  Vast  herds  of  cattle  roam- 
ed over  them  rampant  with  life.  The  hill-sides 
were  covered  with  flowers ;  the  air  was  laden 
with  sweet  perfumes ;  it  was  the  paradise  of 
rancheros.  Now,  after  two  years  of  drought, 
all  was  parched,  grim,  and  melancholy.  The 
l)astures  scarcely  showed  tlie  first  faint  tinge  of 
green,  and  the  higher  grounds  were  barren  as 
the  road  over  which  we  traveled.  For  hun- 
dreds of  miles  the  country  was  desolated  for 
want  of  rain.  At  the  Cliino,  and  through  the 
Temeculo,  Warner's  Ranch,  San  Felippe,  and 
Vallecito  the  effects  of  the  drought  were  fear- 
fully apparent.  Thousands  of  cattle  lay  dead 
around  tlie  black,  muddy  pools.  A  sickening 
effluvia  from  the  carcasses  filled  the  air.  At 
least  two-thirds  of  all  the  cattle  on  these  ranch- 
es must  have  perished  from  starvation.  Yaque- 
ros  were  ever  on  the  watch  to  strip  each  fallen 
animal  of  its  skin.  It  was  a  grand  carnival 
for  the  buzzards  and  coyotes.  No  more  pitia- 
ble sight  ever  disturbed  the  eye  of  a  traveler  in 
this  lovely  region  than  the  dreary  waste  of  dead 
and  dying  animals.  Thousands  drawn  to  the 
pools  by  thirst  were  unable  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  the  mud ;  and  the  road  was  some- 
times blocked  by  the  gaunt,  shrunken  bodies  of 
still  living  animals  unable  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

At  the  Santa  Ana  River,  ten  miles  beyond 
the  Chino,  we  had  the  usual  lively  time  in  cross- 
ing. Ti'avelers  who  have  had  occasion  to  pass 
this  river  at  certain  stages  of  the  water  can  not 
easily  forget  their  experience  of  its  quick-sands 
and  currents.  The  surrounding  country  is  weird 
and  desolate.  A  few  S])anish  rancherias,  with 
their  dilajiidatcd  corrals  and  littered  fronts,  oc- 
cu])y  the  neighboring  sand-banks.  Below  the 
crossing  is  a  rugged  canon  stretching  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  Annahoim,  the  German  colony  of  wine- 
makers,  whose  vineyards  have  already  acquired 
a  high  re])utation  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Im- 
mense undulating  plains,  bounded  in  tlie  dis- 
tance by  barren  ranges  of  mountains,  lie  above 
and  beyond,  and  jiatches  of  sand-deserts,  with 
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a  scrubby  growth  of  willow  and  cotton-wood,  lie 
along  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  water  is  of 
a  sickly,  milky  color,  and  is  impregnated  with 
alkali.  Innumerable  flocks  of  geese  and  ducks 
cover  the  green  flats,  and  the  wild  croaking  of 
the  groojas,  or  sand-hill  cranes,  falls  mournful- 
ly on  the  ear.  There  is  something  fierce  and 
scathing  in  the  blaze  of  the  sun  ;  and  the  unob- 
structed s'.veep  of  the  wind  across  the  deserts, 
the  immensity  of  the  distances  and  towering 
ranges  of  mountains,  fill  the  mind  with  awe. 
All  the  associations  of  the  wilderness  are  im- 
jjressive ;  and  the  traveler  instinctively  feels 
that  he  is  in  a  region  of  robbery  and  assassina- 
tion, where  the  bones  of  the  dead  are  seldom 
left  to  tell  the  tale. 

We  made  a  halt  upon  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  sent  in  our  cavalry  to  tramp  down  tbe  quick- 
sands. By  repeatedly  crossing  they  made  a  tol- 
erably safe  road  for  our  wagons.  The  next  half 
hour  was  occu])ied  in  urging  in  our  mules,  which 
seemed  to  have  a  mortal  dread  of  the  treacher- 
ous sands.  At  length  the  blows  and  shouts  of 
our  cavalry  and  the  yells  and  whips  of  the  team- 
sters, with  volleys  of  stones  hurled  at  the  heads 


of  the  mules  from  va- 
rious directions,  pre- 
vailed, and  the  plung- 
ing, rearing,  and  stran- 
gling of  the  poor  ani- 
mals as  they  struggled 
through  the  surging 
waters  were  exciting 
in  the  extreme.  Now 
they  halt  and  begin  to 
sink  ;  now  the  shouts, 
and  yells,  and  blows 
start  them  up  again ; 
now  the  harnesses  are 
tangled  np,  and  the 
wagons  reel  and  sway 
upon  their  wheels  as 
they  sink  in  the  sand ; 
the  current  sweeps  over 
the  hubs  of  the  wheels, 
and  all  seems  lost. 
Our  ambulance  is  in 
advance,  our  guns  and 
ammunition  are  in  im- 
minent danger,  our 
lives  balanced  on  the 
slender  chances  of  a 
struggle  amidst  the 
wreck  of  matter,  when 
George  rises  to  the 
sublimity  of  the  occa- 
sion. His  black-snake 
whizzes  through  the 
air  and  down  on  the 
back  of  the  lagging 
wheeler.  "  You,  Mary 
Jane  I"'  he  roars,  in  a 
wild  frenzy.  "Git!" 
And  Mary  Jane  got. 
She  plunged,  she  rear- 
ed, she  kicked  ;  but 
out  of  the  quick-sand  she  dragged  us,  and  the 
baggage-wagon  followed,  and  Ave  were  all  safe- 
ly landed  on  the  firm  earth.  "Oh,  Gosh  I" 
groaned  George,  wiping  the  sweat  from  his  broAV 
and  sinking  back  dismally  in  his  seat.  "Oh, 
Jeeminy  Gosh!"  But  it  was  not  of  the  river 
or  its  quick-sands  or  troubles  he  was  thinking; 
his  spiritual  eye  saw  other  quick -sands  than 
those  of  the  Santa  Ana.  His  vision  was  turn- 
ed inward  ;  it  saw  but  the  cruel  fair  one,  the  in- 
exorable Mary  Jane,  whose  magic  name  had  in- 
advertently escaped  his  lips  in  time  to  save  us. 
Oh,  Mary  Jane,  little  did  you  know  that  salva- 
tion to  us  was  lingering  death  to  your  devoted 
but  unhappy  George! 

■  Of  our  journey  along  the  picturesque  shores  of 
the  Laguna,  and  through  tlie  beautiful  but  now 
barren  valleys  of  Temecula,  AVarner's  Ranch, 
San  Felipjie,  and  Vallecito,  I  must  necessarily 
make  short  work.  It  was  a  continued  feast  for 
the  soul  of  an  artist ;  hut  as  I  come  only  inci- 
dentally under  that  head,  I  can  not  undertake 
to  delineate  it  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  im- 
portant objects  of  the  expedition  All  the  way 
along  the  road  we  saw  great  quantities  of  geese, 
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ducks,  and  quail.  I  had  m}^  shot-gun  always 
ready,  and  generally  succeeded,  by  random  shots 
from  the  anibulnnce,  in  getting  a  good  su])ply 
of  game  by  the  time  we  reached  catnj),  to  which 
our  cook.  Dr.  Jim  Berry,  did  ample  justice  in 
the  line  of  culinary  preparation.  We  laughed 
and  ate  and  slept  and  grew  fat,  day  after  day, 
till  we  reached  Cariso,  tl)e  last  inliabited  station 
on  the  road  to  the  Desert.  Here  was  thejump- 
ing-ofF  place.  Beyond  this,  for  a  hundred  miles, 
we  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  sands  and  storms 
and  burning  suns  of  Colorado. 

I  scarcely  remember  to  have  seen  a  wilder 
country  than  the  first  eight  miles  beyond  Cariso. 
Barren  hills  of  gravel  and  sand-stone,  flung  up 
at  random  out  of  the  earth,  strange  jagged 
mountain-peaks  in  the  distance ;  yellow  banks 
serrated  by  floods ;  sea-shells  glittering  in  the 
wavy  sand-fields  that  lie  between  ;  these  over- 
hung by  a  rich,  glowing  ntmosphere,  with  glimpses 
of  Indian  smokes  far  oft'  in  the  horizon,  inspired 
us  with  a  vague  feeling  of  the  wonders  and  char- 
acteristic features  of  the  desert  region  through 
which  we  were  about  to  pass.  I  could  not  but 
think  of  the  brave  old  Spaniards  and  their  heroic 
explorations  across  the  Colorado.  Here  was  a 
glowing  and  mystic  land  of  sunshine  and  burn- 
ing sands,  where  human  enterprise  liad  in  cen- 
turies past  battled  with  hunger  and  thirst  and 
savage  races  ;  where  the  silence  of  utter  deso- 
lation now  reigned  supreme.  There  was  a  pe- 
culiar charm  to  me  in  the  rich  atmospheric  tints 
that  hung  over  this  strange  land,  and  the  bound- 
less wastes  that  lay  outspread  before  us ;  and  I 
drank  in  with  an  almost  childish  delight  the 
delicate  and  exquisite  odors  that  filled  the  air, 
and  thought  of  ray  early  wanderings,  years  long 
])ast,  amidst  the  deserts  and  palms  of  Araby  the 
Blest. 

Yet,  strictly  speaking,  the  Colorado  is  scarce- 
ly a  desert.  Extensive  belts  of  rich  soil,  that  ir- 
rigation would  render  productive,  occupy  a  large 
portion  of  the  country.  In  these  are  seen  the 
evidences  of  sudden  and  extraordinary  vegetable 
growth  in  seasons  of  abundant  rain,  or  when  the 
Colorado  River  overflows  its  banks.  A  propo- 
sition has  been  entertained  by  Congress  to  re- 
claim this  vast  tract  of  country,  embracing  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  rich  agricultural  land,  by  means 
of  a  grand  canal  from  the  Colorado,  with  a  con- 
nected system  of  acequias ;  and  proofs  are  not 
wanting  to  show  that  the  Montezumas  and  early 
Spaniards  thus  redeemed  extensive  ranges  of 
country  in  Sonora  and  Arizona  that  would  oth- 
erwise have  remained  valueless.  The  ruins  of 
ancient  cities,  many  miles  in  circumference,  are 
found  on  the  liio  Verde,  above  its  junction  with 
the  Salado,  where  the  whole  country  is  now  bar- 
ren; and  below  the  junction,  on  the  Salado,  the 
remains  of  immense  acequias,  with  walls  twenty 
feet  high,  are  still  to  be  seen.  At  least  one  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land  were  formerly  irri- 
gated by  this  system  of  acequias  on  the  Salado. 
It  is  now  a  barren  sand-pl;\in,  upon  which  stands 
in  solitary  majesty  the  Ccreus  (/randans  —  the 
Sentinel  of  the  Doert. 


Dr.  O.  M.  Wozencraft  has  spent  many  years 
in  advocating  this  great  measure.  The  jilan  of 
irrigation  proposed  by  him  is  generally  ridiculed 
as  impracticable,  and  the  Doctor  enjoys  rather 
a  visionary  reputation  based  upon  his  Grand 
Colorado  Scheme,  which  has  been  compared  bv 
unthinking  men  with  the  Great  South  Sea  l^ub- 
ble.  I  don't  intend  to  establish  a  farm  there 
myself  until  the  canal  is  completed  ;  but  still  I 
can  see  no  great  obstacle  to  success  except  the 
porous  nature  of  the  sand.  By  removing  the 
sand  from  the  desert  success  would  be  insured 
at  once.  An  elaborate  and  exceedingly  able 
report  upon  this  subject  has  recently  been  issued 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice. 

As  we  advanced  into  the  desert  each  shifting 
scene  developed  its  peculiar  beauties.  The  face 
of  the  country,  for  the  most  part,  is  well  covered 
with  mesquit  trees,  sage  bushes,  grease-wood 
Aveeds,  and  cactus.  Mountains  are  in  sight  all 
the  way  across,  and  the  old  stage-houses  of  the 
Overland  Mail  Company  still  stand  by  the  water- 
ing-places. jNIany  indications  of  the  dreadful 
sufferings  of  emigrant  parties  and  drovers  still 
mark  the  road ;  the  wrecks  of  wagons  half  cov- 
ered in  the  drifting  sands,  skeletons  of  horses 
and  mules,  and  the  skulls  and  bones  of  many  a 
herd  of  cattle  that  perished  by  thirst  on  the  way, 
or  fell  victims  to  the  terrible  sand  storms  that 
sweep  the  desert.  Only  in  a  few  instances, 
when  we  struck  out  u])on  the  arid  sand-belts 
that  lie  between  the  alluvial  beds  of  earth,  did 
we  encounter  any  thing  resembling  the  deserts 
of  Arabia,  and  then  only  for  ten  or  twelve  miles 
at  a  time. 

The  climate  in  winter  is  indescribably  de- 
lightful ;  in  summer  the  heat  is  excessive,  and 
travelers  and  animals  suiFer  much  on  the  jour- 
ney. It  was  a  perfect  luxury  to  breathe  such  a 
pure  soft  air  as  we  enjoyed  in  the  middle  of 
December,  when  our  Atlantic  friends  were  freez- 
ing amidst  the  ice  and  snow-banks  of  that  wretch- 
ed part  of  the  Avorld.  Between  the  desert  of  the 
Colorado  and  the  city  of  New  York  there  is  no 
comparison  in  any  respect.  GIa'c  me  a  pack- 
mule,  a  shot-gun,  and  a  sack  of  pinole,  with  such 
a  climate  as  this,  and  take  your  brick  deserts  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  and  your  hot-air  furnaces,  and 
brain-racking  excitements,  and  be  happy  with 
them !  Accept  my  pity,  but  leave  me,  if  you 
])lease,  to  chase  ral)bits  and  quail  where  the  sun 
shines,  and  to  lie  down  of  nights  and  sleep  on 
the  warm  bosom  of  my  mother  earth. 

There  \vas  a  scene  on  a  pleasant  morning  as 
we  sallied  forth  on  our  journey  from  the  Indian 
AVells  never  to  be  forgotten.  The  eye  that  looks 
upon  it  once  must  see  it  as  long  as  mortal  vis- 
ion lasts.  An  isolated  mountain  in  the  distance 
seemed  at  the  first  view  to  rise  abruptly  out  of 
a  lake  of  silver,  the  shores  of  which  were  alive 
with  water-fowl  of  brilliant  and  beautifid  plu- 
mage. As  we  journeyed  toward  it  the  lake  dis- 
ai)])eared  and  the  mountain  changed  to  a  frown- 
ing fortress,  symmetrical  in  all  its  parts — a  ])er- 
fect  model  of  architectural  beautv.      Still  near- 
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ing  it,  the  ramparts  and  embattlements  melted 
into  a  dreamy  haze,  out  of  which  gradually 
emerged  a  magnificent  palace,  with  pillars,  and 
cornices,  and  archways,  and  a  great  dome,  from 
which  arose  a  staff,  surmounted  by  a  glowing 
blue  ball,  encircled  by  a  halo.  At  the  same 
time  another  mountain  on  the  right,  distant 
many  miles,  assumed  equally  strange  and  fan- 
tastic shapes ;  and  when  the  ball  arose  upon  our 
palace,  another  ball  answered  the  signal  from 
the  distant  mountain  on  the  right ;  and  then  a 
great  railway  opened  up  between  them,  support- 
ed by  innumerable  piles,  stretching  many  leagues 
over  the  desert.  So  perfect  was  the  illusion  that 
we  stopped  in  breathless  wonder,  almost  expect- 
ing to  see  a  train  of  cars  whirl  along  and  vanish 
in  the  warm  glow  of  the  horizon.  This  strange 
and  beautiful  display  of  the  mirage  has  been 
witnessed  by  many  travelers  on  the  Colorado 
desert,  who  will  attest  that,  so  far  from  exagger- 
ation, I  have  but  faintly  pictured  its  wonders. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  that  I  have  seen  elsewhere 
can  compare  with  it  in  the  variety  and  beauty 
of  its  illusions. 

There  was  but  one  drawback  to  our  happi- 
ness— the  increasing  wretchedness  of  our  driver, 
George,  who,  by  some  fatal  element  in  human 
nature,  grew  darker  in  soul  as  the  light  and  joy- 
ousness  of  the  outer  world  broke  upon  him  with 
increasing  splendor.  "No,"  he  muttered  to 
himself  in  despairing  accents,  " 'tain't  no  use; 
I  can't  forget  her.  Oh,  golly!  golly!"  And 
here,  with  an  audible  sob,  he  started  as  if  from 
a  trance,  and  swinging  his  black-snake  over  his 
head,  yelled  at  the  mules  with  ungovernable 
fury,  "You  git,  dodburn  you  !  What  d'ye  stand 
flopping  yer  ears  for?  Git!"  Sic  transit!  — 
thus  pass  away  the  illusions  of  this  world ! 

The  entire  distance  from  Cariso  across  the 
desert  to  Fort  Yuma  is  IIG  miles.  Four  sta- 
tions where  water  can  be  had  intervene  on  the 
road — Indian  Wells,  Alamo  Mucho,  Gardner's, 
and  Cook's  Wells.  At  all  these  points  the  wa- 
ter is  tolerably  good ;  and  there  are  other  points 
where  brackish  water  can  be  had  by  digging  a 
few  feet. 

About  fifteen  miles  beyond  Cook's  WeHs,  aft- 
er coursing  along  the  belt  of  the  great  sand-des- 
ert on,  the  left,  we  struck  into  the  Colorado  bot- 
tom. Indications  of  our  approach  to  water  were 
every  where  perceptible.  Thickets  of  arrow- weed 
lined  the  way,  and  forests  of  cotton-wood  loom- 
ed up  ahead,  over  which  geese  and  cranes  utter- 
ed their  wild  notes.  Soon  we  passed  some  de- 
serted rancherias,  and  in  a  little  while  more  our 
eyes  were  rejoiced  with  a  refreshing  view  of  the 
great  Colorado  of  the  West,  as  it  swept  like  a 
mighty  serpent  over  the  desert. 

At  Pilot  Knob  a  delegation  of  the  Yuma  In- 
dians, headed  by  Pasqual  the  chief,  came  out  to 
meet  us.  They  had  heard  of  our  coming,  and 
were  eager  to  do  us  honor.  Every  brave  had 
his  package  of  greasy  certificates,  derived  from 
the  officers  who  had  at  various  times  been  sta- 
tioned at  the  fort.  These  they  thrust  at  us  with 
the  utmost  simplicity,  and  in  full  faith  that  they 
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would  result  in  an  immediate  recognition  of  their 
claims  to  our  distinguished  consideration.  There 
were  good  certificates  and  bad  ;  complimentary 
notices  of  the  services  rendered  by  bearer  to  the 
American  nation,  and  warnings  to  be  on  the 
look-out  for  other  bearers,  who  were  represented 
to  be  incorrigible  thieves,  addicted  to  stealing 
the  buttons  off  travelers'  coats  and  the  teeth  out 
of  travelers'  heads.  It  was  all  the  same — all 
strong  medicine  from  the  white  man ,  and  we 
so  regarded  these  testimonials,  and  shook  hands 
with  good  and  bad  bearers,  and  gave  them  to- 
bacco, and  promised  them  more  in  a  few  days. 
There  was  a  childlike  simplicity  about  the  poor 
creatures  that  touched  our  sympathies.  Most 
of  them  looked  gaunt  and  thir.,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent they  had  based  some  hopes  of  relief  upon 
our  arrival. 

As  it  was  incidentally  my  business  to  look 
after  the  Indians,  in  virtue  of  an  honorary  com- 
mission which  I  held  from  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  I  soon  ascertained  that  those  who 
reside  in  this  vicinity  were  in  a  very  destitute 
condition,  owing  to  the  low  stage  of  the  river 
during  the  past  season  and  the  failure  of  the 
customary  crops.  Heretofore  the  Yumas  have 
supported  themselves  without  much  difficulty, 
and  have  only  occasionally  and  at  remote  inter- 
vals received  aid  from  the  Government,  Un- 
der ordinary  circumstances,  when  the  annual 
overflow  of  the  Colorado  takes  place,  they  cul- 
tivate the  low  lands  in  their  rude  way,  and  gen- 
erally succeed  in  raising  abundant  crops  of  corn, 
wheat,  pumpkins,  and  melons.  These  bottom 
lands  along  the  Colorado  are  light,  rich,  and 
easily  worked,  and  afford  ample  means  of  sub- 
sistence to  the  tribes  bordering  on  the  river. 
During  the  past  year  there  was  no  overflow, 
and  consequently  no  crops  were  raised.  It  was 
a  season  of  unusual  drought — such  a  drought  as 
the  oldest  inhabitant  did  not  remember  to  have 
seen  before.  Even  the  mesquit  beans,  wild  pease, 
and  berries,  upon  which  the  Indians  had  been 
accustomed  to  depend  in  unfavorable  seasons, 
had  entirely  failed,  so  that  they  were  now  left 
destitute.  Their  seed-wheat,  which  they  had 
stored  for  planting,  had  long  since  given  out; 
and  for  some  months  prior  to  our  arrival  they 
had  been  subsisting  on  rats,  mice,  lizards,  snakes, 
and  such  other  poor  and  scanty  food  of  the  kind 
as  they  could  gather  on  the  deserts  and  banks 
of  the  river.  From  their  agricultural  habits 
they  are  unskilled  in  procuring  this  kind  of  food, 
and  many  of  them  were  in  a  starving  condition. 
In  some  instances  children  had  died  from  want 
of  proper  nourishment,  and  disease  had  spread 
among  them  with  greater  virulence  tluin  usual, 
as  it  always  does  in  seasons  of  scarcity. 

From  Pilot  Knob  we  had  a  pleasant  drive 
through  the  mesquit  thickets  bordering  on  the 
river,  as  far  as  Mr.  Hamblin's,  where  we  made 
a  halt  to  refresh  ourselves  with  a  first  experi- 
ence of  civilization  on  the  Colorado.  Here,  in 
a  good  adobe  house,  with  such  comforts  as  this 
wild  region  affords,  dwell  Mr.  Haniblin  and  his 
wife,  an  excellent  and  intelligent  couple,  who 
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received  us  luu^t  coi- 
dially,  and  {jjciicroiisly 
orticrcd  us  all  the  ac- 
commodations of  their 
establishment.  Little 
did  I  expect  to  find  in 
this  isolated  i»art  of 
the  world  a  lady  of  re- 
fined literary  tastes ; 
yet  1  have  rarely  met 
with  one  of  more 
pracefidly  cultivated 
mind  than  ]\Irs.  llam- 
blin,  to  whose  pleas- 
ant conversation  wo 
were  subsequently  in- 
debted for  many  de- 
lightful hours. 

A  little  beyond  we 
reached  head -quar- 
ters and  rancheria  of 
Don  Diego  Jaeger — 
the  famous  pioneer  of 
Fort  Yuma,  without 
whom  that  military 
establishment  could 
no  more  have  existed 
up  to  the  present  day 
than  without  light  or 
air,  fire,  water,  or  fri- 
joles.  A  German  by 
birth,  a  fronti(M*srnan 
by  instinct,  Don  Die- 
go aban'loned  the 
haunts  of  civilization 
fourteen  years  ago  and 
settled  here  among 
the  savages.  ]\Iany 
a  hard  rul)  has  he  had 
for  his  life  during  the 
years  of  trouble  with 
the  Yumas.  Indus- 
try, energy,  and  i)er- 
severance  prevailed 
over  all  difficulties ; 
and  in  time  prosperi- 
ty rewarded  his  trials. 
Who,  for  the  last  doz- 
en years  or  more,  has 
ferried  the  military 
and  the  pu])lic  across 
the  Colorado? — Don 


Diego.        Who     has 

clothed  the  naked  and  fed  the  hungry  of  this 
howling  wilderness  during  all  that  time? — Don 
Diego.  Who  has  kept  the  military  arm  of  the 
government  from  becoming  paralyzed  for  lack  of 
beef,  pork,  frijoles,  and  forage ;  suj)plicd  the  roads 
with  sustenance  for  man  and  beast ;  kept  needy 
officers  and  thriftless  men  in  funds  ;  who  but  Don 
Diego!  When  the  burning  suns  of  the  Colo- 
rado wilted  every  other  man  down  to  a  state  of 
inanity,  who  was  it  that  always  remained  fresh 
and  vigorous,  and  briniful  of  enterprise? — The 
irrepressible,  the  irresistible  Don  Diego  !  I  say 
irresistible  advisjdlv  ;  for  his  onlv  fault  has  been 


an  overruling  devotion  to  the  fair  sex,  upon 
whom  he  has  squandered  his  money  even  as 
the  prodigal  of  old.  But  he  is  now  the  happy 
husband  of  a  charming  Sonoranian  lady,  Dona 
Clocna,  whose  fascinations  have  at  length  sub- 
dued his  erratic  heart,  and  his  children  are 
even  as  the  apj)les  of  his  eyes.  Rich  in  experi- 
ence, rich  in  ranches,  rich  in  silver  mines,  rich 
in  family — long  live  Dcm  Diego! 

In  half  an  hour  more  we  reached  Fort  Yuma, 
where  we  were  received  with  great  kindness  and 
hospitality  by  Colonel  Bennet,  the  commanding 
officer,  who  j)ro\-ided  us  with  excellent  quarters. 
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Twelve  days  had  passed  since  our  departure  from 
Los  Angeles ;  and  we  were  not  slow  to  cnjo}'- 
the  luxury  of  a  bath  and  a  change  of  raiment. 
Captain  Gorham  and  his  command,  a  cavalry 
company  of  volunteers,  had  ]jreceded  us  from 
Camp  Drum,  and  were  encamped  near  the  fort. 
This  command  was  destined  for  the  protection 
of  Arizona,  and  would  probably  soon  be  sta- 
tioned at  Tucson. 

As  soon  as  we  had  refreshed  ourselves  with 
the  customary  appliances  of  civilization  at  front- 
ier posts — lemonade,  if  you  please — wc  sallied 
forth  to  enjoy  a  view  of  tlie  fort  and  surrounding 
country  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

I  was  not  disappointed  in  my  first  impressions 
of  Fort  Yuma.  Weird  and  barren  as  the  ad- 
jacent country  is,  it  is  not  destitute  of  compen- 
sating beauties.  The  banks  of  the  river  for 
many  miles  below  are  fringed  with  groves  of 
mesquit  and  cotton-wood ;  above  the  junction 
of  the  Gila  and  the  Colorado  an  extensive 
alluvial  valley,  clothed  with  willow,  cotton- 
wood,  mesquit,  and  arrow-weed,  stretches  far 
off  to  the  foot-hills  of  Castle  Dome;  and  to- 
ward the  great  desert  a  rugged  range  of  mount- 
ains, over  which  rises  in  solitary  majesty  the 
"  Chimney  Peak,"  forms  the  back-ground.  An 
atmosphere  of  wonderful  ricliness  and  brilliancy 
covers  the  scene  like  a  gorgeous  canopy  of  pris- 
matic colors,  and  the  vision  is  lost  in  the  im- 
mensity of  the  distances.  The  fort  stands  on 
an  elevated  bluff,  commanding  the  adjacent 
country  for  many  miles  around,  and  presents 
an  exceedingly  picturesque  view  with  its  neat 
quarters,  store-houses,  and  winding  roads.  It 
was  with  emotions  of  national  ])ride  that  we 
gazed  upon  the  glorious  flag  of  our  Union  as  it 
swelled  out  to  the  evening  breeze  from  the  flag- 
staff" tiiat  towered  above  the  bluff;  and  we  felt 
that,  so  long  as  that  emblem  of  our  liberty  float- 
ed, there  was  hope  for  the  future  of  Colorado 
and  Arizona. 

The  climate  in  winter  is  incomparably  finer 
than  that  of  Italy.  It  would  scarcely  be  ])Ossi- 
ble  to  suggest  an  improvement.  I  never  ex- 
perienced such  exquisite  Christmas  weather  as 
we  enjoyed  during  our  sojourn.  Perhaps  fas- 
tidious people  might  object  to  the  temperature 
in  summer,  Avhen  the  rays  of  the  sun  attain  their 
maximum  force,  and  the  liot  winds  sAveep  in  from 
the  desert.  It  is  said  that  a  wicked  soldier  died 
here,  and  was  consigned  to  the  fiery  regions  be- 
low for  his  manifold  sins;  but  unable  to  stand 
the  rigors  of  the  climate,  sent  back  for  his  blank- 
ets. I  have  even  heard  com])laint  made  that 
the  thermometer  failed  to  show  the  true  heat  be- 
cause the  mercury  dried  up.  Every  thing  dries  ; 
wagons  dry ;  men  dry ;  chickens  dry ;  there  is 
no  juice  left  in  any  tiling,  living  or  dead,  by  the 
close  of  summer.  Oificers  and  soldiers  are  sup- 
posed to  walk  about  creaking;  mules,  it  is  said, 
can  only  bray  at  midniglit ;  and  I  have  heard  it 
hinted  that  the  carcasses  of  cattle  rattle  inside 
their  hides,  and  that  snakes  find  a  difficulty  in 
bending;  their  bodies,  and  horned  frogs  die  of 
apoplexy.     Chickens  hatched  at  this  season,  as 


old  Fort  Yumers  say,  come  out  of  the  shell 
ready  cooked ;  bacon  is  eaten  with  a  spoon ; 
and  butter  must  stand  an  hour  in  the  sun  before 
the  flies  become  dry  enough  for  use.  The  In- 
dians sit  in  the  river  with  fresh  mud  on  their 
heads,  and  by  dint  of  constant  dij)ping  and 
sprinkling  manage  to  keep  from  roasting,  though 
they  usually  come  out  parboiled.  Strangers 
coming  suddenly  upon  a  grou])  squatted  in  water 
up  to  their  necks,  with  their  mud-covered  heads 
glistening  in  the  sun,  frequently  mistake  them 
for  seals.  Their  usual  mode  of  traveling  down 
the  river  is  astride  of  a  log — their  heads  only 
being  visible.  It  is  enough  to  make  a  man 
stare  with  amazement  to  see  a  group  of  mud- 
balls  floating  on  the  current  of  a  hot  day,  laugh- 
ing and  talking  to  each  other  as  if  it  were  the 
finest  fun  in  the  world.  I  have  never  tried  this 
mode  of  locomotion  ;  have  an  idea  it  must  be  de- 
liglitfnl  in  sucii  a  glowing  summer  climate. 

The  Colorado  was  lower  than  any  of  the  resi- 
dents at  Fort  Yuma  had  ever  before  known  it. 
I  don't  see  how  it  could  fall  any  lower  without 
going  entirely  through  its  own  bottom.  A  more 
ca])ricious  river  does  not  exist.  Formerly  it  ran 
through  the  desert  to  the  northwest,  but  for 
some  reason  or  other  it  changed  its  course,  and 
now  it  runs  about  three  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  desert.  As  a  navigable  stream  it  possesses 
some  advantages  during  the  dry  season ;  boats 
can  seldom  sink  in  it;  and  for  the  matter  of 
channels  it  has  an  unusual  variety.  The  main 
channel  shifts  so  often  that  the  most  skillful 
pilot  always  knows  where  it  is  not  to  be  found 
by  pursuing  the  course  of  his  last  trip.  The 
little  steamer  which  jilics  between  the  fort  and 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  distant  one  hundred 
miles,  could  not  make  the  round  trip  in  less 
than  two  weeks,  owing  to  shoals  and  shifting 
bars.  Up  to  La  Paz  and  Fort  Mojave  the  navi- 
gation was  still  worse.  Twenty  or  thirty  days 
up  and  down  was  considered  a  fair  trip.  The 
miners  in  that  region  were  suffering  for  supplies, 
although  six  hundred  tons  of  freight  lay  at  the 
embarcadera  awaiting  transportation.  I  men- 
tion this  as  a  hint  to  the  delegate  soon  to  be 
elected  to  Congress  from  Arizona.  If  he  can 
prevail  upon  that  liberal  body  to  grant  half  a 
million  of  dollars  toward  plugging  up  or  calk- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  river  so  that  it  won't  leak, 
or  procuring  rain  by  joint  resolution,  he  will 
forever  after  merit  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

Christmas-Day  came,  and  with  it  some  natural 
longings  for  home  and  the  familiar  faces  of  the 
family  circle.  Yet  we  were  not  so  badly  off  as 
one  might  suppose  in  this  region  of  drought  and 
desert.  Colonel  Bennet  and  his  amiable  wife 
got  up  an  excellent  dinner  at  the  fort ;  and  in 
the  CA'ening  we  had  a  bdile,  or  Spanish  dance, 
at  which  there  were  several  very  dusky  belles  of 
the  Sonoranian  race.  Unfortunately  two  Jesuit 
Padres,  attached  to  the  Arizona  command,  had 
previously  secured  the  attention  of  the  principal 
Sefioritas  in  the  neighborhood  ;  and  what  with 
baptizing  and  marrying  and  confessing,  it  w'as 
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difficult  to  get  up  a  quorum  at  the  dance.  How- 
ever, tliere  were  plenty  of  officers,  and  what  the 
ladies  lacked  in  number  tliey  made  up  in  spirit. 
The  fiddlers  scraped  with  an  inspiring  vim; 
whisky  flowed,  and  egg-shells,  containing  dust 
and  gilt-paper,  were  broken  in  the  true  Spanish 
style  upon  the  heads  of  handsome  gallants. 

Not  aspiring  to  distinction  in  that  way,  I  was 
quietly  seated  on  a  bench,  enjoying  the  dance, 
and  unsuspicious  of  this  peculiar  custom,  when 
a  lovely  belle  of  the  darkest  hue  wdiirled  by  in 
the  giddy  waltz,  dextrously  cracking  an  egg  on 
tlie  crown  of  my  head  as  she  passed,  and  leav- 
ing me  a  spectacle  of  confusion  and  astonish- 
ment before  the  eyes  of  the  crowd.  The  mis- 
chievous beauty  struck  me  exactly  on  the  spot 
where  time  has  already  laid  his  relentless  hand  ; 
and  I  was  not  surprised  at  the  merry  shouts  of 
laughter  that  ensued ;  for  if  my  head  looked 
like  any  thing  upon  earth,  it  must  have  borne  a 
close  resemblance  to  a  boulder  surmounted  by 
croppings  of  gold  and  silver. 

Next  day  Superintendent  Poston  and  myself 
held  a  grand  pow-wow  with  the  Yuma  chiefs 
and  their  people.  From  all  parts  of  the  neigh- 
borhood they  came ;  warriors,  squaws,  and  chil- 
dren ;  from  the  mesquit  bushes  and  mud-holes 
of  the  Colorado  ;  from  the  sloos  and  the  arroyas 
of  the  Gila ;  the  cotton-woods  and  the  deserts 
and  the  mountains  of  Castle  Dome.  Every 
village  had  its  delegation  of  dusky  tatterde- 
malions. Lizards  and  snakes  and  mice  were 
hastily  cast  aside  in  the  wild  anticipation  of 
muck-a-muck  from  the  Great  Father.  Hungry 
and  lean,  painted  and  bedizened  with  ornaments, 
they  came  in  to  receive  the  bounty  of  the  mighty 
Federal  chief. 

Great  were  the  rejoicings  when  we  opened  the 
boxes  and  bales  of  merchandise  so  liberally  fur- 
nished by  the  Government  contractors,  Cronin, 
Huntall,  and  Sears,  of  New  York.  Red,  white, 
green,  and  gray  blankets ;  military  suits,  glit- 
tering with  tinsel ;  old  swords,  four  feet  long ; 
sun-glasses  for  lighting  cigars  ;  and  penny  whis- 
tles for  the  small  fry.  It  was  indeed  a  wonder- 
ful display  of  the  artistic  triumphs  of  civiliza- 
tion, well  calculated  to  impress  the  savage  tribes 
of  the  Pacific  with  awe  and  admiration.  There 
were  axes  of  the  best  Collins  brand,  that  flew 
to  pieces  like  glass  against  the  iron  timbers  of 
this  anomalous  region  ;  and  hats  made  by  steam, 
and  flaming  red  vests  stitched  by  magic,  and  to- 
bacco-boxes and  tin  kettles  that  might  be  open- 
ed, but  never  upon  earth  shut  again.  Surround- 
ed by  all  the  inilitary  paraphernalia  of  Fort 
Yuma,  and  with  ceremony  the  most  profound 
and  impressive,  we  delivered  our  speeches  and 
dry-goods  to  the  various  chiefs ;  we  gave  them 
damaged  hominy  and  hoes,  and  spades  and 
shovels,  and  sashes  and  militaiy  buttons,  charms, 
amulets,  tobacco-boxes,  and  beads  ;  shook  them 
by  the  hand  collectively  and  in  detail,  and  pow- 
wowed generally  in  the  ap])roved  style. 

I  close  this  branch  of  the  subject  with  a  brief 
description  of  the  principal  chiefs  as  they  ap- 
peared before  us  on  that  memorable  day.     Pas- 
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qua],  the  doughty  head-chief  of  all  the  Yum  as, 
long  known  to  fame  as  the  longest  of  his  tribe, 
predominated  over  the  ceremonies.  A  grave, 
cadas^erous,  leathery  old  gentleman,  with  hol- 
low, wrinkled  cheeks,  and  a  prodigious  nose, 
through  the  cartilage  of  which,  between  the  nos- 
trils, he  wears  a  white  bone  ornamented  with 
swinging  pendents,  is  Pasqual  the  doughty.  On 
account  of  the  length  of  his  arms  and  legs — 
which,  when  stretched  out  altogether,  bear  a 
strong  similitude  to  the  identical  wind  -  mill 
against  which  Don  Quixote  ran  a  tilt  —  the 
mighty  Pasqual  is  regarded  with  much  respect 
and  veneration  by  his  tribe.  His  costume,  on 
the  present  occasion,  consisted  of  a  shjlbby  mil- 
itary coat,  doubtless  the  same  worn  in  ancient 
times  by  his  friend.  Major  Heintzelman,  the 
embroidery  of  which  has  long  since  been  fretted 
out  by  wear  and  tear,  and  the  elbows  rubbed  off 
by  long  collision  with  the  multitudes  of  office- 
seekers  among  his  tribe.  Of  pantaloons  he  had 
but  a  remnant ;  and  of  boots  or  shoes  he  had 
none  at  all,  save  those  originally  furnished  him 
by  nature.  But  chiefly  was  Pasqual  conspicu- 
ous for  the  ponderous  bone  and  appendages  that 
hung  from  his  nose.  A  slight  catarrh  afflicted 
him  at  the  time  of  our  pow-wow,  and  it  was  not 
without  great  inconvenience  that  he  managed 
the  ornamental  part  of  his  countenance — turn- 
ing re})eatedly  away  to  blow  it,  or  adjust  the 
awkward  pendents  that  swung  from  it,  and  al- 
ways reappearing  with  tears  of  anguish  in  his 
eyes.  I  took  pity  upon  his  sufferings  and  gave 
him  some  snuff",  assuring  him  it  was  a  sovereign 
remedy  for  colds  in  the  head.     The  result  was 
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such  a  series  of  explosions,  contortions  of  the 
facial  muscles,  and  rattling  of  the  ornamental 
bones,  as  to  alarm  me  for  the  sanity  of  the 
doughty  chief,  who  seemed  quite  wild  with  the 
accumulation  of  his  agonies.  The  assembled 
wisdom  of  the  nation  grunted  repeatedly  in  token 
of  amazement ;  and  Pasqual  muttered,  between 
the  paroxysms  of  his  affliction,  "Ugh  !  muchee 
pepper !  velly  strong  dust !  Burn  'um  Injun 
nose !" 

.  Vincente,  the  next  chief  in  command,  dressed 
in  a  blue  cotton  shirt  of  the  scantiest  pattern. 
It  reached  only  a  short  distance  below  his  waist, 
and,  for  the  matter  of  respect  to  the  prejudices 
of  civilization,  might  have  ended  at  the  collar. 
I  really  wish  the  contractors  would  furnish  longer 
shirts  for  the  Indians.  The  Yumas  are  tall,  and 
I  know  of  no  tribe  on  this  coast  averaging  only 
fourteen  inches  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to 
the  ,soles  of  the  feet.  Vincente  had  probably 
received  a  hint  that  the  distribution  would  be 
honored  by  the  presence  of  ladies.  What  he 
lacked  in  costume  he  made  up  in  paint.  Both 
his  eyes  were  encircled  with  yellow  ochre  ;  blue 
streaks  adorned  his  cheeks  ;  his  nose  was  of  a 
dazzling  vermilion,  and  his  legs  were  gorgeous- 
ly striped  with  mud.  His  only  additional  arti- 
cle of  costume,  visible  to  the  eye,  was  a  dusky 
cotton  diaper,  ingeniously  tied  behind,  leaving 
a  long  tail  to  flutter  majestically  in  the  breeze. 

Tebarro,  the  next  great  chief,  wrapped  him- 
self in  an  American  blanket,  and  dyed  his  face  a 
gloomy  black.  I  think  he  was  in  mourning.  He 
wore  tar  on  his  head,  and  tar  on  his  cheeks,  and 
tar  on  his  nose  and  chin,  which  becoming  min- 
gled with  the  grit  and  dust  of  the  Colorado  des- 
ert, gave  him  a  sort  of  asphaltum  look,  like  the 


house-tops  and  pavements  of  Los  Angeles. 
When  he  stood  in  the  sun  he  melted — such  was 
the  force  of  his  grief.  Black  tears  ran  down 
from  his  head  and  cheeks  and  chin,  and  min- 
gled with  the  wool  of  his  blanket.  Literally  he 
wept  tar. 

Antonio,  the  fourth  great  chief,  wore  a  strap 
round  liis  waist,  with  a  rusty  old  sword  tied  to 
it  by  means  of  rawliide.  He  didn't  wear  any 
thing  else,  save  the  usual  girdle  of  manta  upon 
his  loins,  that  could  be  considered  an  article  of 
costume  ;  but  his  eyes  were  gorgeously  encircled 
by  a  cloud  of  blue  paint  fringed  with  vermilion. 
Like  his  illustrious  superior,  Pasqual,  he  wore 
pendent  ornaments  in  his  nose,  of  the  most  in- 
convenient pattern.  I  should  judge  Antonio 
carried  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  native  jewelry, 
consisting  of  bone  and  lead,  upon  the  cartilage 
of  his  proboscis. 

Juan,  the  fifth  and  last  of  noted  warriors  and 
head-men,  was  redundant  in  gamoose  breeches 
and  cotton  rags.  On  his  head  he  wore  a  helmet 
of  Colorado  mud,  dried  into  the  roots  of  his  hair 
by  the  action  of  the  sun.  This  I  believe  is  ac- 
counted by  the  Yumas  a  sovereign  remedy  for 
vermin.  The  liveliest  skipper  is  forever  de- 
prived of  locomotion  by  the  conglomerate  of 
dried  mud.  When  the  helmet  is  broken  off  in 
segments,  like  a  piece  of  baked  crockery,  it  must 
present  a  curious  spectacle  of  embalmed  bodies. 

These  distinguished  chiefs  and  their  people 
received  the  i)resents  allotted  to  them  with  great 
dignity  and  good-humor.  There  was  no  grab- 
bing or  stealing,  nor  any  sign  of  discontent. 
Every  man  received  his  share  with  satisfaction, 
and  with  gratitude  to  the  Great  Father  in  Wash- 
ington.    When  they  shook  hands  with  us  for 
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the  last  time,  and  we  were  about  to  part,  the 
scene  was  really  aft'ecting.  I  almost  shed  tears 
at  it  myself,  unused  as  I  am  to  cryinjjf  about 
what  can't  be  helped.  In  squads,  and  couples, 
and  one  by  one,  they  aftectionately  took  their 
leave,  with  their  hoes  and  axes,  spades  and 
shovels,  gimcracks  and  charms  stuck  all  over 
them — in  their  sashes,  breeches,  clout ics,  blank- 
ets, and  ])inaforcs.  One  went  with  a  necklace 
of  mattocks  around  his  neck  and  three  Collins 
axes  in  his  girdle ;  another  with  his  head  thrust 
into  a  glittering  jiilc  of  tin-ware;  while  a  third, 
one  of  the  unbreechcd  multitude,  wore  a  frying- 
pan  in  front  by  way  of  an  apron,  and  a  corn-hoc 
behind,  in  the  usual  fashion  of  a  rudder.  Old 
men  and  young  were  timing  their  jews'-harps ; 
luxurious  squaws  were  peeping  at  the  redundant 
beauties  reflected  by  their  little  zinc  looking- 
glasses;  children  were  blowing  their  tin  whistles, 
and  stnall  f.it  papooses  were  hat'.ging  their  heads 
out  of  eonjjjressed  bundles  behind  their  mothers, 
wondering,  with  open  mouths  and  great  round 
eyes,  what  could  be  the  cause  of  all  the  hubbjil). 
It  was  an  inlprcs^ivc  scene  of  barbarous  hajipi- 
ness  not  easily  forgotten.  And  so  ended  the 
Grand  Pow-wow. 

Our  unhappy  driver,  George,  who  had  never 
smiled  dining  the,  whole  eoursu  of  the  ceremo- 
nies, now  turuetl  awny  with  jin  expression  of  the 
most  profound  and  coiilirnu^d  melancholy.  Not 
even  the  warrior  with  the  rudder,  nor  the  chief 
with  th<!  mud  roof  to  his  head,  couhl  dissipuio 
the  intensity  of  his  gloom.  Nor  were  the  bland- 
i-limfiii'^  ofibc  dii>«kv  Vmiia  Ix-llcs  (ifniiv  greater  1 


avail.  With  his  hand  pressed  upon  the  pit  of 
his  stomach  he  groaned  in  agony  of  s})irit  as  he 
descended  the  hill ;  and  I  fancied  the  jdaintive 
words  reached  my  ears,  "  Oh  !  Mary  Jane,  ho>< 
could  you  ?  Think  of  him  that  loves  you,  and 
he  among  Injuns  and  savigges!" 
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THOUGHTS  of  mine,  so  wildly  pressi 
Through  the  mystery  of  my  soul, 
While  my  calm  face,  unconfessing, 
Kc^ps  the  solemn  secret  whole. 
Oft  I  ponder, 
With  vague  -vvonder, 
Whence  ye  come — and  what  ye  mean ; 
Visions  of  my  world  unseen! 

Are  ye  nothing?    all  the  longing? 
And  the  deep  bewildering  doubt? 
Till  the  old  child-faiths  come  thronging 
Back — and  cast  the  tempter  out. 

Is  this  dreaming? 

Only  seeming, 
All  the  strong  love,  and  the  pain 
Which  can  never  sl^^ep  again. 


ng  Does  all  pass  aw^ay  unheeding. 

Leaving  no  marks  in  its  track? 
Do  the  days,  on  days  succe>.'dinir, 
From  the  Past  call  nothing  lack? 
No!    I  only, 
Sad  and  lonely, 
In  my  weary  soul  bear  trace 
Of  the  wrestle  and  the  race ! 

All,  all,  passes;  but  in  token 
Of  the  long-lost  dreams,  there  lie. 
In  my  silent  heart,  unspoken 
Words  and  thoughts,  that  will  not  die. 
Here,  the  cherished 
Hopes,  that  perished 
Ere  those  golden  days  were  o  er, 
Sleep  enshrined  for  evermore. 
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ITALIAN  BONNET  MAKERS. 


STRAW  BONNETS. 


AMONG  the  minor  branches  of  New  En- 
gland industry,  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing is  the  manufacture  of  Straw  Bonnets.  A 
distinguishing  feature  of  this  is,  that  it  is  to  a 
great  extent  a  "Domestic  Manufacture"  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  the  phrase,  a  large  part  of  the 
work  being  done  by  families  at  their  own  homes, 
and  only  the  finishing  part  performed  in  large 
factories. 

Straw  bonnets  and  hats  were  originally  made 
in  Italy.  The  Italian,  or,  as  they  are  more  com- 
monly called,  the  "Leghorn"  hats,  are  made  of 
slender  straws  from  a  species  of  bearded  wheat, 
which  is  grown  expressly  for  the  hat  manufac- 
ture. The  straw  is  prepared  in  a  manner  simi- 
lar to  that  which  will  be  described  further  on  in 
this  article.  The  making  of  these  Leghorn  hats 
gives  employment  to  large  numbers  of  the  Ital- 
ian peasantry,  and  an  old  convent,  now  and  then, 
has  to  suffer  transformation  into  a  straw-hat  es- 
tablishment. It  was  not  long  before  the  Italian 
hat  was  adopted  by  the  French,  and  a  little  over 
a  hundred  years  ago  it  was  introduced  into  En- 


gland. This  hat  consisted  of  nothing  more  than 
an  enormous  circle  of  straw  with  a  central  skull- 
cap of  the  same  material.  It  was,  therefore,  bet- 
ter fitted  to  receive  the  changes  in  form  through 
which  it  was  destined  to  pass  than  would  have 
been  the  case  if  it  had  consisted  of  a  more  elab- 
orate design.  Many  a  chase  after  a  blown-away 
hat  induced  the  ladies  to  put  their  wits  to  work 
in  order  that  they  might  put  an  end  to  the  vex- 
ations which  were  caused  them  by  their  broad  and 
flapping  hat-brims.  These  they  soon  learned  to 
fasten  down  upon  the  sides  Avith  ribbons,  thus 
forming  the  so-called  "  gipsy  hat,"  and  making 
the  first  approach  to  a  bonnet.  Various  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  were  made  to  modify  the  native 
ugliness  of  this  form  of  hat,  but  no  radical  change 
took  place  until  about  the  year  1790,  when,  the 
hinder  part  of  the  brim  proving  troublesome, 
some  woman  of  fashion  in  a  fit  of  spleen  cut  it 
off.  Thus  a  second  advance  was  made  toward 
the  modern  bonnet.  As  if  this  had  been  a  sig- 
nal for  the  overthrow  of  the  then  reigning  fash- 
ions, numerous  new  shapes  of  hats  or  bonnets 
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began  to  appear.  From  all  these  changes  the 
legitimate  bonnet  came  out  triumphant,  and, 
notwithstanding  its  protean  character,  despite  its 
numerous  alterations  in  size  and  shape,  has  re- 
tained the  same  essential  characteristics  ever 
since. 

Let  us  commence  our  investigations  of  the 
straw  bonnet  manufocture  among  us  by  taking 
a  glance  at  the  manner  of  preparing  the  straw. 
By  the  time  that  day  dedicated  to  All-Fools  ar- 
rives, the  rye,  which  has  been  sown  and  even 
commenced  its  growth  the  fall  before,  covers  the 
hill  slopes  with  its  verdure  in  place  of  the  just 
departed  whiteness  of  the  snow,  and  in  June, 
being  nearly  out  of  the  blossom,  its  slender  stalks 
are  ready  for  the  sickle.  The  reaper  is  very 
careful  to  cut  his  straw  at  just  the  right  time, 
for  he  has  learned  that  a  too  early  gathering 
produces  shriveled  stalks,  and  a  tardy  reaping 
brittle  ones.  Having  been  cut,  tied  in  small 
bundles,  and  the  loose  straws  shaken  out,  the 
stalks  are  laid  upon  a  block  and  lose  their  lieads 
by  the  axe.  The  largest  boiler  to  be  obtained, 
the  one  used  for  scalding  hogs  the  year  before 
maybe,  is  now  brought  into  requisition,  set  up 
perhaps  in  the  field,  filled  with  water,  and  a  hot 
fire  built  under  it.  To  this  boiler  the  headless 
trunks  are  now  brought.  After  a  thorough 
scalding  has  removed  much  of  their  green  sap, 
the  bundles  are  undone  and  the  stalks  are  laid 
upon  a  grassy  slope  to  dry,  the  butts  being  placed 
uppermost  in  order  that  the  moisture  may  not 
collect  under  the  husks  that  spring  up  from  ev- 
ery joint.  Now  the  straw-maker  is  called  upon 
to  exercise  even  more  watchfulness  than  the 
maker  of  hay ;  he  observes  every  shower-beto- 
kening cloud,  and  carefully  shields  his  straw 
from  a  particle  of  the  rain  which  would  destroy 
its  much-prized  clearness.  After  having  turned 
it  several  times  and  allowed  it  to  lie  out  for 
about  forty-eight  hours,  the  straw  is  for  the  last 
time  bundled  up  and  placed  under  cover. 

When  it  is  desired  to  braid  the  straw,  children 
are  employed  to  cut  it  at  the  joints,  and  to  take 
off'  the  easily  removed  hulls  which  grow  up  from 
these.  The  smooth  lengths  of  straw  between 
these  joints  are  put  into  a  boiler  anci  a  second 
time  submitted  to  the  action  of  hot  water.  Even 
naw  the  tortures  of  the  poor  disjointed  and  scald- 
ed straw  are  by  no  means  ended,  but,  passing 
from  bad  to  worse,  it  has  to  be  placed  in  a  bask- 
et and  exposed  to  that  suffocating  ordeal  of  brim- 
stone smoke,  which  again  and  again,  even  after 
having  been  made  into  bonnets,  it  is  doomed  to 
pass  through.  It  comes  from  the  barrel  or  cup- 
board in  which  it  has  been  fumigated  far  whiter 
than  it  went  in,  and  is  now  ready,  so  far  as  color 
is  concerned,  for  the  braiding.  The  above  is 
the  process  used  if  it  is  wished  that  the  straw 
should  be  white ;  but  if,  on  account  of  having 
been  damaged  in  the  drying  perhaps,  it  is  wished 
to  color  it,  a  kettle  of  dye  stuff"  is  substituted  for 
the  hot  water  and  the  bleaching  is  dispensed 
with. 

After  having  been  dampened,  slit  from  end  to 
end,  and  flattened  out  by  being  drawn  over  the 


back  of  the  scissors,  each  straw  is  ready  for  what 
is  technically  termed  "  machining."  The  "  ma- 
chine" is  rather  a  primitive  affair,  but  little  de- 
serving the  dignified  name  which  it  has  received. 
The  essential  part  of  it  is  a  series  of  sharp  steel 
teeth  inserted  at  regular  distances  on  a  slip  of 
wood,  over  which  the  flattened  straw  is  drawn. 
These  teeth  split  the  straw  into  a  series  of 
"  splints,"  wider  or  narrower  according  to  the 
distance  between  the  teeth.  There  is  a  separate 
machine  for  each  "number." 

Much  of  the  work  heretofore  has  been  done 
by  children,  and  in  the  plaiting  of  the  straw 
they  continue  to  find  scope  for  their  industry. 
In  this  pursuit  they  were  more  especially  em- 
ployed to  advantage  in  the  early  days  of  straw 
braiding,  when  to  have  a  large  family  was  rather 
a  blessing  than  otherwise,  since,  with  the  high 
prices  then  given  for  braid,  the  children  could 
frequently  show  as  the  results  of  their  labor 
many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  the  farm- 
er's house.  The  braid  may  be  formed  of  either 
single  straws  or  of  double  ones,  i.  e.,  of  two  with 
their  inner  surfaces  laid  together.  In  the  first 
instance  the  polished  outer  face  of  the  straw  will 
alternate  with  the  dull  inner  surface,  forming 
the  so-called  "  split  straw"  braid,  and  in  the 
second  case  the  braid  will  have  the  uniform, 
glossy  appearance  which  characterizes  the  *'  Pat- 
ent English  Dunstable."  We  are  speaking  of 
domestic  braids.  There  are  foreign  braids,  as 
the  "Canton,"  "Panama,"  and  "Leghorn," 
which  are  made  up  of  unsplit  straws.  From 
the  number  of  strands  used  the  braid  receives 
the  names  "seven,"  "eleven,"  "fifteen,"  etc., 
being  the  finer  of  course,  for  any  definite  width, 
in  proportion  as  the  strands  are  more  numer- 
ous. 

The  braid  is  by  no  means  yet  ready  for  the 
sewer,  but,  having  been  bought  up  in  its  rough 
state  by  the  braid  collectors,  it  is  turned  over  to 
those  whom  we  may  call  the  finishers.  Having 
been  tied  in  bundles,  the  braid  is  placed  in  a 
barrel  and  thoroughly  washed.  After  having 
been  partially  dried,  it  is  reeled,  in  order  to 
bring  it  into  loose  and  open  skeins  convenient 
for  bleaching.  The  skeins  are  hung  up  while 
yet  damp  in  the  smoke-house,  and  allowed  to 
remain  there  during  one  "smoke."  On  the 
floor  of  the  smoke-cupboard  is  placed  a  shallow 
vessel  filled  with  pulverized  brimstone.  This  is 
set  on  fire  and  the  cupboard  tightly  closed.  The 
fumes  of  the  burning  sulphur  (sulphurous  acid) 
ascend  to  where  the  straw  is  hung  and  bleach 
it.  The  cupboard  is  kept  closed  for  ten  hours 
or  so,  the  fire,  either  from  lack  of  fuel  or  air, 
goes  out,  and  the  straw  has  passed  through 
one  "smoke."  After  having  been  smoked  the 
braid  is  hung  in  the  air,  in  order  that  the  action 
of  the  sun  may  "take  the  yellow  out"  to  a  fur- 
ther extent.  In  a  few  hours  it  arrives  at  the 
desired  whiteness  and  is  ready  for  the  trimming. 
This  process  was  formerly  performed  by  hand, 
and  the  poor  and  unbraided  ends  of  straw  were 
tiresomely  cut  off  with  shears.  A  sliglit  im- 
provement was  made  upon  this  manner  of  doing 
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the  business  wlien  a  razor  was  used  in  the  same 
o])cration,  the  bhide  being  fixed  and  the  braid 
drawn  under  it.  Of  hitc  years,  however,  a  ma- 
cliine  has  been  ])erfected  by  which  one  man 
can  trim  nearly  four  thousand  yards  of  medium 
(juality  braid  in  a  single  day — an  amount  of 
work,  which  it  formerly  required  a  good  share 
of  a  week  to  perform.  Tlic  braid,  in  passing 
through  the  machine^  has  been  measured,  and 
is  now  ready  for  being  tied  into  the  long  flattish 
bundles  in  which  it  remains  until  ready  for  use. 
These  bundles  contain  braid  of  uniform  style; 
for  thus  early  in  bonnet-making  has  the  system 
of  nuniljcring  goods  commenced,  and  during  all 
the  processes  described  the  different  qualities 
of  braid  are  kept  entirely  distinct.  The  braid 
is  now  ready  for  the  sewing. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  manufacture  of 
bonnets  was  a  jjurely  domestic  affair.  The 
straw  was  grown,  prepared,  braided,  and  sewed 
by  the  same  family,  and  the  bonnet  stiffened 
with  common  starch  and  ironed  with  a  common 
flat.  But  as  the  days  of  homespun  have  passed 
away,  so  have  these  days  of  home-made  bonnets. 
Although  no  great  inventijDn  has  been  produced 
to  mark  a  progressive  leap  in  the  manufacture 
of  straw  bonnets — although  the  machinery  now 
used  is  simple  and  not  large  in  quantity,  yet 
im]irovements  have  been  gradually  taking  place, 
until  now  every  operation  has  been  so  system- 
atized that  we  have  bonnet-factories  as  truly  as 
cotton-factories  —  factories  containing  a  great 
living  machine,  each  portion  of  which  has  pe- 
culiar functions  and  is  fitted  for  certain  parts  of 
the  work.  These  factories  have  particular  lo- 
calities where  they  are  most  fully  developed, 
or  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say  have  a  par- 
ticular locality;  for,  aside  from  two  establish- 
ments in  Connecticut  and  two  or  three  in  New 
York  city,  they  are  all  confined  to  Southeastern 
Massachusetts.  Here  we  find  a  dozen  towns, 
relying  upon  not  quite  a  score  of  bonnet-fac- 
tories for  their  principal  means  of  support — 
towns  in  which  straw  is  queen  as  truly  as  cotton 
is  king  in  many  other  of  our  manufacturing  vil- 
lages. Twelve  thousand  persons  would  be  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  number  employed  by  tliesc 
establishments,  and  from  these  are  sent  away 
annually  nearly  eij:ht  million  bonnets  and  hats. 

The  manufacture  of  straw  bonnets  is  confined 
to  this  section  of  New  England,  because  it  was 
here  that  the  American  branch  of  the  business 
originated.  In  1798  Miss  Betsey  Metcalf,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  now  Mrs.  Baker  of 
West  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  saw  an  imported 
Dunstable  bonnet  in  a  Providence  store,  and 
straightway  wished  one  like  it.  Taking  some 
oat  stubble  from  a  field  where  her  father's  la- 
borers had  been  reajnng,  she  s})lit  the  straws 
with  her  thumb-nail  and  made  her  first  attempts 
at  plaiting.  After  several  failures  she  succeeded 
in  imitating  the  braid  of  the  admired  aftair  in 
the  shop,  and  made  herself  a  bonnet.  Thus  the 
ingenious  girl,  only  twelve  years  of  age,  ac- 
quired the  honor  of  being  the  first  American 
manufacturer  of  straw  bonnels.      She  is  now  an 


old  lady  of  seventy-eight,  and  still  braids,  having 
presented  us  with  a  specimen  of  her  handiwork, 
a  beautiful  straw  ornament,  on  a  late  visit  to 
her.  Many  persons  urged  her  to  get  a  patent 
on  her  process  of  braiding ;  but  being  then,  as 
now,  quite  tenacious  of  her  reputation  as  a 
Christian,  she  said  Jier  name  should  never  go  to 
Congress.  A  fac-simile  of  ]Mrs.  Baker's  first 
bonnet  is  preserved  in  the  rooms  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Do- 
mestic Industry. 

After  braiding  was  once  commenced  it  rap- 
idly developed  itself.  Mrs.  Baker  taught  her 
friends,  and  they  taught  theirs.  The  ladies  were 
delighted  that  they  had  found  an  art  by  means 
of  which  they  might  further  adorn  themselves. 
Braiding  was  carried  to  the  school-room ;  the 
meetings  of  church  sewing-circles  were  trans- 
formed into  braiding  bees;  ladies  had  their  lit- 
tle straAv  bundles  with  them  almost  every  where, 
and  straw  plaiting  became,  as  it  were,  the  crochet 
work  of  the  day.  The  new  invention  suffered 
the  common  lot  of  all  improvements,  and  was 
not  without  its  enemies.  By  some  it  was  thought 
to  induce  pride,  and  by  others  to  be  the  precur- 
sor of  famine,  because  it  occasioned  the  cutting 
of  the  straw  before  the  grain  was  ripe.  Even  as 
late  as  1825  a  Dr.  Stanley  wrote  an  "  Essay  on 
the  Manufacture  of  Straw  Bonnets,"  in  which 
he  laid  all  kinds  of  evil  results  at  the  door  of 
straw  braid,  closing  with  some  "moral,  polit- 
ical, miscellaneous,  and  concluding  remarks." 
Notwithstanding  so  great  an  opposition  to  it  the 
majority  of  the  ladies  were  in  favor  of  the  new 
art,  and,  of  course,  straw  braiding  daily  increased 
in  importance  as  a  branch  of  manufacture.  At 
first  Mrs.  Baker  was  a  monopolist  in  the  busi- 
ness, having  orders  sent  her  from  forty  miles 
away ;  afterward  it  became  customary  for  the 
straw  braiders  to  take  the  bonnets  they  had  m.ade 
to  the  village  along  with  butter,  eggs,  etc.,  and 
exchange  them  for  the  various  articles  to  be  ob- 
tained at  a  country  store.  As  the  business  in- 
creased straw  bonnet  merchants  became  an  in- 
stitution ;  later  still  "sewing  halls"  were  estab- 
lished, and  these  last  have  gradually  grown  into 
the  large  establishments  of  to-day. 

Among  all  the  "straw  towns"  of  Massachu- 
setts is  a  not  very  large  yet  quite  enterprising 
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one,  in  which  straw  bonnets  are  made  to  a  far  ' 
}j;reater  extent  than  in  any  other.     Foxborough  | 
is  a  beautiful  town,  situated  on  the  hi^Iilands 
between  Massachusetts  and  Narragansct  bays,  , 
twenty-four  miles  from  Boston,  and  less  than  ' 
twenty  miles  from  the  orif];inal  seat  of  the  straw  [ 
bonnet  manufacture.     There  were  formerly  sev- 
eral bonnet  factories  here,  but  they  are  now  all 
united  in   the    "Union   Straw  Works^"  which 
were  established  by  tlie  Messrs.  O.  and  E.  T.  j 
Carpenter  in   1853,   and   which   constitute   the 
largest  manufactory  of  the  kind  in  either  tliis 
country  or  Europe.     Some  idea  of  its  magnitude 
may  be  formed  when  it  is  stated  that  the  num- 
ber employed  in    it  (exclusive   of  braiders)  is 
more  than  3000  (800  within  and  2500  outside  ! 
the  factory  building),  and  that  the  value  of  its  ' 
goads  annually  manufactured  is  two  million  dol-  ; 
lars.     Inasmuch  as  tlie  immense  business  done 

I 

here  requires  that  every  operation  should  be 
strictly  systematized,  we  can  not  better  get  an 
idea  of  the  processes  through  which  the  braid 
goes  in  order  to  become  a  bonnet  than  by  trac- 
ing its  progress  through  this  establishment. 

Consider  the  writer  as  your  guide,  if  you 
please — for  it  would  not  be  easy  to  traverse  this 
three  and  four  story  acre  of  rooms  without  one 
— and  he  will  endeavor  to  answer  all  questions. 
Tiie  numerous  "No  Admittances"  placed  upon 
the  doors  of  the  establishment  are  not  in  this 
case  meaningless,  but  with  a  permit  from  the 
office  wc  may  safely  begin  our  perambulations 
without  fear  of  ejectment. 

We  will  commence   our  tour  at  the   Stock 


Ivoom.  The  counters  along  its  sides  are  covered 
with  piles  of  braid,  nineteen-twentieths  of  which 
is  imported.  Here  is  some  from  Italy,  here  a 
lot  from  Switzerland,  and  near  it  some  from  Ger- 
many ;  France  and  England  have  their  straw 
delegates  here  ;  South  America  sends  her  rep- 
resentatives to  this  congress  of  straws;  and  even 
the  Chinaman  introduces  liis  member  from  the 
Celestial  Enijnre.  We  hear  the  workmen  who 
arc  arranging  the  braid  use  a  mixture  of  geo- 
gra])hical  and  other  names  as  thev  talk  of  "  Pe- 
dule,"  "Fancy  Hair,"  "Manilla  Split,"  "Pa- 
tent," "Luton,'"  "Argovia,"  "Florence,"  "Can- 
ton," "Milan,"  etc.,  and  conjecture  rightly  that 
they  are  speaking  of  the  members  of  this  inter- 
national assemblage  of  straws.  A  portion  of  the 
Canton  braid  is  imported  from  China  in  the 
shape  of  large,  ungainly  hats,  the  flat  sides  of 
the  braid  being  sewed  togctlier,  and  each  hat 
containing  material  enough  for  several  bonnets. 
We  will  then  pass  to  the  next,  the  Manufac- 
turer's Room.  Here  we  are  confronted  by  a  long 
row  of  latticed  bins,  in  which  the  braid  is  ar- 
ranged, ready  for  the  use  of  the  "  manufiic- 
turer;"  or,  in  other  words,  the  one  who  carries 
out  the  stock.  In  order  to  understand  what  is 
meant  by  "carrying  out"  as  here  used,  it  must 
be  noticed  that  the  building  in  Avhich  we  have 
supposed  ourselves  to  be  is  used  for  hardly  any 
thing  else,  save  tiie  finishing  up  of  the  work, 
which  is  made  ready  for  the  finishing  process  in 
many  a  family  throughout  the  region  within 
twenty  Tniles  of  the  factory.  To  these  families 
the  braid  is  carried  out,  and  after  a  week  or  so 
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brought  back  in  the  shape  of  bonnets.  Each 
"manufacturer,"  or  stock-deliverer,  has  in  the 
room  we  are  visiting  his  bin  of  braid;  here  he 
supplies  himself  with  the  little  cloth  tickets,  or 
"numbers,"  to  be  used  by  the  sewer,  and  with 
large  skeins  of  a  peculiar  thread,  which  is  made 
of  Sea  Island  cotton  expressly  for  the  bonnet 
manufacture.  Having  loaded  his  covered  wag- 
on witli  all  articles  needed,  and  fastened  a  large 
bag  for  bonnets  to  the  rack  behind,  he  is  ready 
for  his  departure  for  Attleborough,  Dedham, 
Taunton,  or  some  other  one  of  the  eighteen  or 
twenty  towns  visited  by  the  stock  deliTerers  of 
the  Union  Straw  Works,  whither  we  will  accom- 
pany him. 

Arriving,  after  a  few  hours,  at  the  scene  of 
operations,  the  carriage  is  stopped  at  one  of  those 
story-and-a-half  houses  so  common  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  we  alight..  Entering  the  cottage, 
we  find  a  home  scene  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the 
country.  From  the  youngest  to  the  oldest  all 
are  engaged  in  the  straw  business.  To  be  sure, 
the  little  one  is  not  of  much  help,  as  she  puts 
the  straws  in  disorder,  watches  every  motion  of 
her  sister,  and  bothers  her  with  questicns ;  but 
said  sister,  the  girl  of  ten  years,  is  quite  useful 
as  she  sits  on  her  cricket  and  braids  her  daily 
stint.  The  mother  plies  the  needle  merrily  as 
she,  with  flying  fingers,  forms  the  tip,  laps  braid 
upon  braid  as  she  sews  spirally  around  it,  and 
makes  a  splice  when  necessary ;  while  the  old 
grandmother,  nearly  seventy,  a  somewhat  slow- 
er worker,  manages  to  make  a  bonnet  in  no  way 
inferior  to  that  of  her  young  competitors.  In 
the  laps  of  the  sewers  sit  Piaster  of  Paris  model 


blocks,  the  quite  convenient  substitutes  for  the 
paper  patterns  formerly  used  for  regulating  the 
shape  of  the  growing  bonnet.  Upon  these  blocks 
the  ])artially-complcted  bonnet  is  frequently  fit- 
ted, in  order  to  see  if  it  comes  to  the  proper 
marks,  and  if  it  is  '*7nac/e"  in  the  right  shape 
without  requiring  to  be  pulled  into  it. 

The  driving  up  of  the  "straw  cart,"  with  its 
coat  of  arms,  a  bundle  of  rye  painted  upon  the 
panel,  has  been  the  signal  for  the  sewer  to  bring 
out  her  bonnets  from  their  receptacle,  and  when 
we  enter  she  has  them  all  ready  for  delivery  to 
our  companion.  He  inspects  them  to  see  if  the 
numbers  denoting  the  size,  style  of  braid,  and 
sewer,  have  been  properly  placed  at  the  tip,  hav- 
ing an  eye  also  to  thcAvorkmanship;  gives  credit 
on  his  book  for  the  work  done,  and  retires  with 
his  load  to  the  cart  for  more  stock.  He  does 
not  effect  his  retreat,  however,  without  being 
urged  by  the  lady  to  give  her  the  best  and  finest 
straw  he  has ;  for  not  only  can  she  generally 
make  more  in  sewing  this,  but,  with  a  lady's 
taste,  she  finds  it  much  pleasanter  to  work 
on  a  fine  article,  which  shall  look  nice  when 
done,  than  upon  a  coarse  affair  which  she 
would  be  ashamed  to  wear  herself.  Of  course 
our  friend,  the  stock  deliverer,  is  bound  to  com- 
ply with  her  request,  or  at  least  to  seem  to  do 
so,  and  to  have  all  of  his  sewers  for  special  fa- 
vorites. Bringing  in  a  few  pieces  of  braid  of 
twenty  or  sixty  yards  each,  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  thread  to  sew  it  and  numbers  to 
match,  he  charges  the  same  upon  her  book  and 
starts  for  the  door. 

We  have  already  reached  the  carriage,  but  he 
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is  not  with  us.  Ah  !  he  has  turned  back  to  put 
his  head  into  the  room  and  give  the  usual  in- 
junction, *'Be  sure  and  have  the  stitches  short 
on  the  outside!"  Thus  he  leaves  the  sewer, 
who  will  be  in  a  continual  worry  until  lie  makes 
his  next  appearance  for  fear  that  amidst  the  ever- 
changing  fashions  she  shall  next  week  have  to 
commence  work  on  a  new  block,  just  as  she  has 
become  accustomed  to  the  one  in  accordance 
with  which  she  now  makes  her  bonnets. 

As  we  ride  along  with  the  stock  deliverer  on 
his  visits  to  his  "  lady  friends,"  he  gives  us  some 
particulars  concerning  the  sewing  of  the  braid. 
We  learn  that  it  takes  about  three  hours  to  sew 
twenty-five  yards  of  medium  width  braid,  the 
quantity  required  for  a  bonnet,  but  that  the 
sewer  is  paid  according  to  the  number  of  yards 
she  sews  without  special  reference  to  the  num- 
ber of  bonnets  made.  By  reference  to  a  copy 
of  the  "Rules"  which  he  has  the  kindness  to 
show  us,  we  find  that  the  braid  must  not  be 
sewed  wet  or  damp  (often  transgressed),  that 
the  thread  must  be  unwaxed  and  tightly  drawn, 
that  "  back  stitches"  not  exceeding  half  an  inch 
in  length  are  to  be  taken,  and  that  clean  hands 
while  at  work  are  insisted  upon. 

We  have  imagined  ourselves  to  be  in  com- 
pany with  the  stock-deliverer.  We  have  ob- 
tained a  glimpse  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
straw  is  sewed,  and  since  our  purpose  has  thus 
been  accomplished,  let  us  avoid  the  tedious,  all- 
day  ride,  with  its  frequent  halts,  to  which  the 
stock-deliverer  is  doomed,  and,  reversing  the 
course  of  our  journey,  consider  ourselves  back 
again  at  the  Union  Straw  Works. 

We  are  in  the  Receiving  Room,  the  place 
where  the  bonnets  are  deposited  after  coming 
from  the  hands  of  our  late  companion.  Here 
let  us  take  heed  to  our  steps  lest  we  trample 
upon  the  bonnets  and  hats  which  lie  about  loose- 
ly upon  the  floor,  seemingly  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion. Bonnets  of  various  colors,  wholly  re- 
gardless of  general  notions  with  regard  to  keep- 
ing the  races  distinct,  seem  to  mingle  in  all  but 
perfect  disorder,  while  the  white,  black,  and 
copper-colored  join  hands  in  brotherly  love. 
Workmen  are  engaged  in  sorting  and  register- 
ing the  bonnets  and  placing  them  in  racks. 
Order  having  thus  been  brought  out  of  confu- 
sion, a  part  of  the  bonnets  are  sent  to  the  Dye 
House,  while  yet  another  portion  is  forwarded 
by  families  and  detachments  over  the  miniature 
railway  wliich  connects  this  part  of  the  factory 
with  the  rear,  and  are  disembarked  at  the  Bleach 
House. 

The  passage  way  to  the  Smoke  House  has  its 
unpainted  wooden  walls  strangely  discolored,  and 
the  further  we  proceed  the  more  intensely  comes 
the  smell  of  brimstone  to  our  nostrils,  but  on 
entering  the  precincts  we  find  merely  several 
long  alley-ways,  with  their  sides  made  up  to  a 
great  extent  of  doors  opening  into  large  smoke 
closets.  Bleaching  having  been  temporarily  sus- 
pended, some  of  these  closets  are  open :  let  us 
look  into  them.  On  the  floor  are  shallow  pots 
of  brimstone ;  above  these,  and  on  both  sides  of 


the  apartment,  are  six  tiers  of  rope-bottomed, 
berth-like  fixtures,  which  serve  to  give  to  these 
closets  the  appearance  of  double  state-rooms  on 
a  steamer.  The  bleachers  are  quite  likely  fel- 
lows in  white  ajn'ons,  and  quite  obliging  as  they 
show  us  around  and  describe  the  modus  operandi 
of  their  department.  And  yet,  after  they  have 
fully  described  the  process  which  the  bonnet 
here  goes  through,  a  certain  air  of  mystery  still 
surrounds  it.  That  the  bonnets  are  smoked  for 
several  hours  once  at  least,  and  often  twice,  is 
quite  evident,  but  when  we  come  to  inquire  what 
is  done  to  them  in  a  room  near  by  where  we  no- 
tice certain  dipping  operations  going  on,  we  are 
put  ofi'with  some  talk  about  whitening  the  bon- 
nets, "acids,"  "alkalies,"  etc.,  which  leaves  us 
as  much  in  the  dark  on  the  subject  as  ever. 
Questioning  still  further  as  to  the  operations 
here  performed,  and  the  materials  used,  we  are 
frankly  told  by  the  mystic  mixture-man  that  he 
and  his  brother  workmen  alone  understand  the 
process )  that  tlie  Union  Straw  Works  can  not 
just  yet  afford  to  part  with  one  of  the  secrets 
which  renders  their  work  famous  ,  and  that,  fur- 
thermore, he  has  been  placed  under  heavy  bonds 
not  to  reveal  it. 

Having  taken  a  hasty  glance  at  the  Drying 
Yard,  Avhere  thousands  of  bonnets  sun  and  air 
themselves  on  long  rows  of  upright  pegs,  we  will 
proceed,  "  by  rail"  if  we  like,  to  the  Sizing 
Room.  We  will  not  delay  long  at  this  point, 
for  it  will  take  us  but  a  moment  to  comprehend 
the  operation  performed  here,  to  notice  the  stiff- 
ening of  the  bonnets  with  a  thin  solution  of  glue. 
While  one  workman,  the  "  dipper,  "baptizes  bon- 
net after  bonnet  in  the  galvanized  iron  "font" 
before  him,  his  official  assistants  wipe  lightly  off 
the  glue  drops  which  have  collected,  and  the 
bonnets  are  passed  through  a  Receiving  Room 
to  the  Blocking  Room  above. 

Up  to  this  time,  save  perhaps  when  first  com- 
ing from  the  hands  of  the  sewers,  the  bonnets 
have  been  characterized  by  a  shapelessness  far 
removed  from  their  final  beauty.  The  mysteri- 
ous dipping,  the  day's  rest  in  the  berths  of  the 
brimstone  closet,  and  the  gluey  baptism  have 
combinedly  left  them  in  such  a  condition  that 
no  one  but  a  "straw  man"  would  ever  suppose 
it  ])ossible  to  transform  such  affairs  into  any  sort 
of  an  article  of  dress,  much  less  into  a  head  cov- 
ering for  a  lady. 

But  in  the  Blocking  Room,  which  we  now 
visit,  the  bonnet  commences  a  steady  approach 
toward  its  final  shape.  Beside  the  counter  which 
surrounds  the  room  stand  numerous  workmen, 
each  with  several  plaster  model  blocks  before 
him  On  these  blocks  the  still  damp  bonnets 
are  fitted,  not  a  little  pulling  and  judicious 
pounding  being  sometimes  required  to  get  them 
into  shape,  this  being  especially  the  case  when 
the  sewer,  in  disobedience  to  her  rules,  has  al- 
lowed a  carelessly  formed  bonnet  to  pass.  Hav- 
ing been  made  to  come  up  to  the  prescribed  mark 
upon  the  block  the  bonnets  are  pinned  there  and 
set  away  upon  numerous  racks,  placed  over  steam 
pipes,  to  dry.     Afterward  they  are  taken  from 
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the  blocks  and  are  ready  for  tlie  next  operation. 
This  room  being  so  uncomfortably  warm,  the 
thermometer  standing  at  nearly  80°.  we  are 
quite  willing  to  quit  it  and  seek  another. 

The  next  in  order  is  the  Press  Room.  On 
entering  this  we  find  that  we  have,  figuratively 
speaking,  jumped  out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the 
fire,  for  if  the  Blocking  Room  was  hot,  this  is 
hotter.  Coats  and  vests  are  discarded  as  bur- 
densome, and,  it  being  a  fair  day,  every  window 
is  thrown  open.  If  we  investigate  the  cause  of 
this  heat  we  shall  find  that  it  proceeds  princi- 
pally from  the  hot  flats  used  by  the  many  work- 
men here  engnged  in  pressing  bonnets.  "But 
where  are  the  bonnets?"  the  reader  exclaims,  as 
lie  examines  the  partial  view  of  one  of  the  Press 
Rooms  given  above.  In  answer  to  this  very 
natural  question  it  may  be  well  to  notice  liere 
that  the  establishment  which  we  are  visiting, 
manufactures,  in  its  triple  set  of  apartments,  not 
only  bonnets  but  both  ladies'  and  gentlemen's 
hats.  Save  that  a  ditFcrent  shaped  blofk  is 
used  in  each  case,  these  three  forms  of  head- 
covering  are  made  in  very  similar  manners. 
To  such  an  extent,  indeed,  is  this  true  that 
we  have  not  hesitated  to  i)rcsent  engravings  of 
rooms  in  the  hat  departments,  when  we  could 
thus  more  conveniently  and  better  illustrate  our 
subject  than  by  prohibiting  our  artist's  camera 
from  entering  any  a])artments  save  those  de- 
voted to  bonnets.  In  the  I'ross  Room  we  are 
called  upon  to  particularly  observe  the  minute 
division  of  labor  which  is  made  a  specialty  by 
the  j»roj)riet(jrs  of  this  establishment,  jind  which 


is  every  where  noticeable  in  it.  We  see  the 
bonnet,  during  the  simple  operation  of  press- 
ing, passing  through  three  different  hands,  the 
tip,  head,  and  front  being  pressed  by  different 
persons.  So  thoroughly,  indeed,  are  these  three 
processes  separated  that  the  "tip  man"  could 
no  more  perform  the  labor  of  those  coming  aft- 
er him  than  the  printer's  imp  could  fill  with 
dignity  the  editorial  chair.  In  each  operation 
the  bonnet  is  placed  upon  a  special  wooden 
block,  and  pressed  by  means  of  a  peculiar  ma- 
chine. The  machines  are  similar,  however,  in- 
asmuch as  they  all  consist  of  a  kind  of  turn- 
table, upon  which  the  block  is  placed,  and 
which  moves  under  a  flat  of  several  pounds 
weight.  This  flat  is  pressed  down  upon  the 
bonnet  by  the  a])plication  of  the  foot  to  a  lever, 
connecting  by  a  rod  with  the  top  of  the  ma- 
chine. This  is  the  usual  manner;  heavy  hand 
flats,  with  handles  at  each  end,  are  sometimes 
substituted,  however,  and  the  bonnets  pressed 
upon  blocks  wiiicli  allow  of  but  little  turning. 
With  surprising  rapidity  the  experienced  press- 
er  places  the  bonnet  upon  tlie  block  of  his  ma- 
chine, lays  the  damp  cloth  over  it  to  prevent 
scorching,  stands  upon  one  foot,  brings  his  flat 
to  bear  with  the  other,  with  one  hand  gives  a 
few  revolutions  to  the  turn-table,  with  the  other 
guides  the  flat  as  it  smooths  the  bonnet,  and 
then,  with  his  portion  of  the  work  performed 
upon  it,  passes  it  on  to  undergo  the  next  opera- 
tion. Opening  out  of  the  Press  Room,  and  sej^- 
arated  from  it  by  iron  doors,  is  a  yet  hotter  lo- 
cality, the  Heating  Room,  containing  large  fur- 
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iiaces  in  which  numerous  cubical  pieces  of  iron 
are  transformed  into  the  red-hot  cores  used  in 
the  hollow  pressinj:^ -flats. 

We  will  follow  the  bonnet,  now  smooth  and 
shining,  to  the  Wiring  Hall.  This  is  the  pleas- 
antest  room  Ave  have  yet  visited,  not  only  from 
its  situation,  but  also  on  account  of  its  occu- 
pants. Heretofore,  in  our  journey  through  the 
factory,  we  have  met  only  with  men,  but  in  the 
Wiring  Hall  we  are  to  find  the  other  sex.  Even 
before  reaching  it  we  know  this  to  be  the  case ; 
for  through  the  halls  leading  to  it  we  hear  the 
music  of  female  voices,  and  as  we  draw  nearer 
recognize  the  patriotic  strains  of  "Hail  Colum- 
bia." Yes,  the  "  girls"  (as  the  female  opera- 
tives are  always  called)  arc  really  singing!  Let 
none  of  our  precise  crusty  old  manufacturers 
be  horrified  at  the  idea,  and  assert  that  the 
work  cfln  not  be  half  done  when  the  mind  is 
diverted  from  it  by  such  "carryings  on."  Let 
any  one  of  them  examine  the  workmanship  and 
see  if  it  is  not  quite  as  good  in  quality  as  that 
which  comes  from  the  drudges  under  his  super- 
vision— those  rightly-called  "  poor  factory  girls," 
who  are  by  him  debarred  from  thinking  of  any 
thing  from  morning  till  night  save  the  toilsome 
labor  in  which  they  are  engaged.  Having  found, 
as  he  certainly  will,  that  light-heartedness  and 
good  work  are  not  mortal  enemies,  let  him  relax 
the  oppressive  rules  which  have  previously  crush- 
ed out  the  vivacious  spirit  of  his  operatives,  and 
hereafter  act  upon  the  principle  that  the  knight 
of  St.  Crispin  who  whistles  will  make  the  best 
shoe.    But  this  is  no  place  for  moralizing.    The 


"girls"  are  seated  in  couples  at  peculiar  work- 
tables,  upon  which  are  stands  for  bonnets,  and 
in  which  are  drawers  for  wire,  thread,  etc.  In 
this  room  the  thread-covered  wire  is  sewn,  as  a 
stiffening,  around  the  edge  of  the  bonnet ;  the 
paper  lining,  to  prevent  the  goods  from  stick- 
ing together  when  packed,  is  stitched  into  the 
crown;  and  a  fancy  ticket  for  price  marks,  with 
"Superfine"  at  the  top  and  the  wirer's  number 
at  the  bottom,  is  placed  upon  one  side.  During 
these  processes,  which  are  rapidly  gone  through 
with,  the  bonnet  gets  much  out  of  shape,  and 
has  to  be  sent  to  another  room  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  final  touch.  Here,  in  the  Shap- 
ing Room,  it  is  placed  upon  a  block,  by  a  pinch 
here  and  a  pull  there  has  its  symmetry  restored 
to  it,  and  is  finally  complete. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  Packing  Room.  Here 
it  might  be  supposed  that  considerable  assorting 
would  be  required  before  the  price  could  be  fixed 
to  the  goods,  and  they  be  made  ready  for  sale 
and  for  shipment ;  but  such  is  far  from  the  truth. 
During  the  various  processes  of  manufacture, 
from  the  braid  to  the  bonnet,  one  grade  of  goods 
has  been  kept  entirely  distinct  from  the  other ; 
and  as  the  completed  bonnets  come  by  hundreds 
and  thousands  into  the  Packing  Room,  "Lot 
999"  is  just  as  distinct  from  "Lot  1000"  as  if 
one  had  been  made  in  Boston,  the  other  in  New 
York.  Every  thing,  in  fact,  with  regard  to  the 
manufacture  of  the  goods  has  been  so  systema- 
tized, through  subdivisions  of  labor  and  through 
systems  of  accounts,  that  not  only  can  the  final 
cost  of  any  class  of  goods  be  readily  determined, 
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but  the  cost  of  each  individual  bonnet  can  at 
once  be  ascertained  to  the  fraction  of  a  cent  in 
any  department  wliere  it  may  be  found.  But 
little  else  is  required  then  in  the  Packing  Room 
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FIEST   AMERICAN   STRAW   BOXXET. 


than  to  show  customers  the  goods,  slip  the  bon- 
nets into  boxes  from  the  large  pile  always  in 
readiness,  and  send  them  off. 

While  in  the  Packing  Room  the  sight-seeing 
reader    could    not   but   have 
been    tempted  to  ask  where 
X-  so   many  boxes   came  from. 

Should  he' walk  a  short  dis- 
tance across  the  Common  he 
would  find,  nearly  buried  in 
S  logs  and  boards,  an  old  church, 

one  in  which  the  writer,  many 
years  ago,  listened  with  child- 
ish impatience  to  long  ser- 
mons, ate  carraway,  and  slept. 
Having  been  more  than  doub- 
led in  size  this  old  church  is 
now  a  box  manufactory,  or, 
in  the  town  parlance,  the 
"steam-mill."  The  congre- 
gation daily  attending  here 
consists  of  about  thirty  per- 
sons. Through  the  agency 
of  these  about  a  million  feet 
of  lumber  are  annually  con- 
verted into  forty  thousand 
cases,  and  from  seventy-five 
to  a  hundred  tons  of  straw 
board  meet  with  a  change 
into  bandboxes,  all  for  the 
use  of  this  single  straw  bon- 
net factory.  Such  is  a  part 
of  the  results  that  have  grown 
out  of  little  Betsey  Metcalf  s 
First  American  Straw  Bonnet. 


HEREAFTER. 


OLAND  beyond  the  setting  sun ! 
O  realm  more  fair  than  poets  dream ! 
How  clear  thy  silvery  streamlets  run, 
How  bright  thy  golden  glories  gleam ! 

Earth  holds  no  counterpart  of  thine. 

The  dark-browed  Orient,  jewel-crowned, 
Pales  as  she  bows  before  thy  shrine. 

Shrouded  in  mystery  so  profound. 

The  dazzling  North,  the  stately  West, 
Wliose  rivers  flow  from  mount  to  sea; 

The  South,  flower-wreathed  in  languid  rest, 
What  are  they  all  compared  with  thee? 

All  lands,  all  realms  beneath  yon  dome, 

Where  God's  own  hand  hath  hung  the  stars, 
To  thee  with  humblest  homage  come, 

0  world  beyond  the  crystal  bars ! 

Thou  blest  Hereafter!     IMortal  tongue 

1  lath  striven  in  vain  thy  speech  to  learn, 
And  Fancy  wanders,  lost  among 

The  tlowery  paths  for  which  we  yearn. 

Dut  well  we  know  that  fair  and  bright. 
Far  beyond  human  ken  or  dream. 

Too  glorious  for  our  feeble  sight, 
Tliy  skies  of  cloudless  azure  l>eam. 


We  know  thy  happy  valleys  lie 
In  green  repose,  supremely  blest ; 

We  know  against  thy  sapphire  sky 
Thy  mountain  peaks  sublimely  rest. 

And  sometimes  even  now  we  catch 
Faint  gleamings  from  thy  far-off"  shore, 

And  still  with  eager  eyes  Ave  watch 
For  one  sweet  sign  or  token  moro. 

For  oh,  the  deeply  loved  are  there  !    . 

The  brave,  the  fair,  the  good,  the  wise, 
Who  pined  for  thy  serener  air, 
Nor  shunned  thy  solemn  mysteries. 

There  are  the  hopes  that,  one  by  one, 
Died  even  as  we  gave  them  birth ; 

The  dreams  that  passed  ere  well  begun, 
Too  dear,  too  beautiful  for  earth. 

The  aspirations,  strong  of  wing. 

Aiming  at  heights  we  could  not  reach; 
The  songs  we  tried  in  vain  to  sing ; 
The  tlionghts  too  vast  for  human  speech; 

Thou  hast  them  all.  TTorcaftor!     Thou 
Shalt  keep  them  safely  till  that  hour 

Wlien,  with  God's  seal  on  heart  and  brow, 
Wo  claim  them  in  immortal  power! 
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THE  wintry  sunbeams  fell  one  morning  in  a 
slant  sheet  through  the  blue  smoke  that 
(illed  the  kitchen,  a  whole  flight  of  them  dipping 
directly  into  the  frying-pan,  where,  in  sizzling 
enjoyment,  swam  the  roundest  and  richest  of 
delectable  dough-nuts. 

Mrs.  Gisborne  stepped  and  dropped  the  paint- 
ed curtain.     "I  sha'n't  have  the  sun  putting  out 
my  fire  I"  she  said.     And  this,  in  fact,  was  the 
motto  according  to  which  she  had  governed  her- 
self through  life,  and  every  body  else  as  well. 
Any  higher  luminary  had  always  sung  second 
to  her  own  interior  lights  of  hard  sense  and  prac- 
tical policy.     A  trait,  however,  that,  so  far  as 
this  world  is  concerned,  did  not  impair  her  use- 
fulness.    It  had  been  the  severest  trial  of  Mrs. 
Gisborne's  experience  that  her  daughter  Kate 
inherited  just  enough  of  her  own   stamina  to 
be  quite  as  willful,  after  her  peculiar  fashion  ; 
and  that,  instead  of  being  the  careful  housewife 
that   some   of  her   neighbors  boasted  in  their 
daughters,  she  spun  more  street-yarn  than  her 
ancestors  had  ever  footed  in  the  course  of  their 
united  lives,  attended  ismatic  lectures  on  the 
nights  of  evening  meeting,  forsook  that  safe  old- 
fashioned  receptacle  of  wisdom  the  almanac  for 
nauseous  novels,  and  on  no  condition  whatever 
would  consent  to  frying  dough-nuts.     On  this 
last  point  Kate  was  fortified,  all  modern  ideas 
as  well  as  many  ancient  prejudic.  s  coming  to 
her  support  against  the  porcine  root  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  and,  armed  with  axioms,  she  reasoned  that 
the  devils  once  driven  into  the  herd  of  swine  had 
found  such  abode  so  congenial  that  they  had 
ever  since  made  it  their  resting-place.      In  point 
of  truth,  tliough,  neither  of  the  two  elder  ladies 
of  the  family  of  three  were  particularly  fond  of 
the  edible  in  question  :  it  was  the  veneration  for 
good  old  generations  that  still  laid  them  a  sacri- 
fice on  the  altar  of  discord  ;  periiaps  also  a  leni- 
ency toward  the  new,  for  it  was  to  be  remarked 
that,  abstemious  as  were  the  two  first-mentioned 
persons,  these  dough-nuts  always  disappeared  in 
a  rather  precipitate  manner.     Aunt  Nancy  used 
to  say  it  was  done  by  mesmerism,  that  being  a 
ghost  she  had  never  laid ;  but  Kate  said  it  was 
the  old  miracle  over  again,  at  which  her  mother, 
shocked  by  her  profanity,  ventured  a  little  of 
lier  own,  and  declared  that  though  not  of  the 
sort  Kate  affirmed,  nevertheless  there  doubtless 
was  deviltry  in  it.     Just  now,  being  the  sore 
aubject,  these  dough-nuts,  simmering  so  uncon- 
sciously in  their  round-faced,  pufly  good-nature, 
brought  up  all  the  ills  of  life  to  Mrs.  Gisborne's 
Kcn  again,  arid  while  her  fire  should  brighten 
she  sank  upon  a  seat  near  the  window  opened 
for  the  smoke's  escape,  and,  vigorously  as  she 
complained  to  herself,  wiped  her  warm,  rosy  face 
with  a  corner  of  her  apron.     Here  was  she  balk- 
ed of  her  way.      Mrs.  Gisborne  meant  to  have 
her  way  if  it  took  her  life.     There  was  Kate  at 
this  moment  probably  in  the  Castle  of  the  Pyr- 
enees,  a  hundred  feet   underground  with   the 
Lady  Victoria,   she   thought,   while   her  Aunt 
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Nancy  was  putting  the  patches  on  the  table- 
cloth, and  while  her  mother  was  grilling  over 
the  stove;  and,  warming  on  this  anthropophag- 
ical  hint,  her  iieart  burned  over  Mrs.  Mudge's 
girls,  and  she  had  half  a  score,  each  one  of  them 
rubbing,  scrubbing,  scouring,  choring,  in  a  per- 
petual gala  of  business,  and  any  one  of  them  a 
capital  look-out  for  whatever  man  should  fancy 
her.  And  thereat  the  crowning  grievance  ex- 
alted itself.  There  was  Kate,  instead  of  con- 
tenting herself  in  her  station,  and  taking  up 
with  a  wholesome  mechanic,  as  her  mother  had 
done  before  her,  a  man  who  loved  her  like  his 
life — there  she  was  with  all  her  silly  head  turned 
by  the  attentions  of  Simon  Symonds,  and  with 
the  idea  of  being  a  lawyer's  lady.  Kate  indeed 
might  become  a  fine  ])ersonage  in  time  if  she 
attained  her  ends ;  but  so  far  above  her  begin- 
nings that  her  mother  would  have  to  scrape  her 
feet  too  carefully  at  her  door  ever  to  take  any 
comfort  in  her  house.  No,  that  was  not  to  be. 
Mrs.  Gisborne  shook  her  head  afresh,  and  meant 
more  than  ever  to  have  her  own  way  in  a  matter 
so  important  to  her  own  happiness  as  that.  That 
her  way,  to  all  appearance,  was  not  Kate's  way, 
made  small  matter ;  for  her  way  was  Reed  Dun- 
roy — somebody  she  could  crack  her  jests  with 
when  she  chose,  and,  as  she  assured  Aunt  Nan- 
cy, not  a  bit  of  a  gentleman  !  Meanwhile,  what- 
ever steps  Mrs.  Gisborne  meant  to  take  in  order 
to  have  her  way,  or  Kate  hers,  or  Reed  Dunroy 
his.  Providence,  which  appears  to  forget  our  spi- 
ders'-webs  in  the  great  orbit-work  of  the  uni- 
verse, made  them  all  unnecessary,  and  laid  the 
corner-stone  of  their  structure  with  the  key  of 
another's  arch. 

Yet  with  all  Mrs.  Gisborne's  grumble,  Kate 
was  hardly  the  wretch  that  the  mother's  mo- 
mentary exasperation  made  her  appear.  She 
was  opposed  on  principle  to  dough-nuts — but 
put  before  her  in  the  flesh,  how  could  ravenous 
young  blood  resist  the  savory  morsels  ?  If  Aunt 
Nancy  patched  the  table-cloth,  Kate  had  ironed 
it ;  and  if  her  mother  mended  the  fire,  Kate  had 
brought  in  the  coal.  It  was  Kate  herself  who 
made  the  tins  so  that  the  sun  could  see  his  own 
face  therein,  made  the  floors  white  as  the  even 
drift,  and  every  Monday  before  sunrise  had  her 
strong  arms  in  the  washing-tub — 
"Round  glittering  arm.s,  plunged  elbow-deep  in  auda, 
Like  wild  swans  hid  in  lilies  all  a-shake." 

The  trouble  was — and  there  was  Kate's  error 
— she  made  no  stir  about  it  all :  she  ought  to 
have  brushed  about  like  a  turbine-wheel  or  a 
Mudge  girl.  Then,  too,  the  lectures  were  at- 
tended not  so  much  from  a  strong-minded  mo- 
tive as  for  a  place  of  rendezvous  and  a  good 
time;  and  if  drojjs  of  wisdom  would  creep  in 
the  girl  was  not  to  be  blamed.  And  as  for  the 
two  lovers.  Nature  had  made  her  a  coquette,  her 
mother  had  made  her  ambitious,  and  if  the  one's 
ambition  ran  in  a  different  channel  from  the 
other's,  that  was  owing  to  the  age.  Which  of 
the  two  suits  she  preferred  perhaps  she  had  not 
asked  herself  seriously ;  or,  if  she  knew,  had  si- 
lenced the  inner  voice  that  told  her.     If  she  had 
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sat  down  to  consider  it,  it  is  possible  that  the 
open,  manly  fiice  and  sparkling  eyes  of  Reed 
Dunroy  would  have  made  her  heart  tremble  just 
enough  for  her  to  shut  her  hand  over  it ;  yet,  on 
the  other  side,  there  would  have  been  Mr.  Sy- 
monds's  position  and  learning.  She  could  see 
Mr.  Symonds's  wife,  in  her  mind's  eye,  going 
into  the  Lyceum,  and  Colonel  This  and  Doctor 
That  rising  to  give  her  a  chair,  to  bring  her  a 
seat,  to  murmur  a  greeting ;  but  Reed  Dunroy's 
wife  would  slip  into  one  of  the  lower  rows,  and 
nobody  would  turn  his  head ;  to  be  sure  she 
would  snuggle  up  close  to  Reed,  and  he  would 
put  his  arm  over  the  back  of  the  settee,  and 
they  would  laugh  or  listen  as  they  chose.  In 
which  of  the  two  plays  she  preferred  to  play  her 
part  she  would  not  have  liked  to  decide ;  both 
had  their  enticements,  Mr,  Symonds,  to  be 
sure,  was  not  a  very  fine  figure  of  a  man ;  but 
then  who  wanted  beauty  in  a  lord  of  creation  ? 
Were  not  Reed  Dunroy's  good  looks  nearly  as 
factitious  a  circumstance  as  Simon  Symonds's 
learning  was  ?  Had  they  any  more  to  do  with 
the  soul  beneath  them  than  the  other  had  ? 
Something  would  have  answered  yes,  if  Kate 
had  not  half  wished  to  be  deaf  upon  that  side. 
If  her  mother  had  not  pressed  Reed's  suit  with 
too  much  avidity,  after  all  was  said,  perhaps  it 
would  have  needed  no  pressing,  if  Mr.  Sy- 
monds had  not  pressed  his  own  with  too  much 
avidity,  it  might  not  have  occurred  to  Kate  to 
throw  out  her  line  in  play  to  find  herself  likely 
to  be  caught  at  last  by  her  own  bait.  As  it  was, 
she  hesitated,  and  the  woman  who  hesitates  be- 
ing lost,  according  to  the  adage,  it  is  safe  to  pre- 
sume then  that  Kate  was — lost,  that  is,  to  one 
of  the  lovers :  but  to  which  one  of  them  it  was 
not  easy  to  say,  es])ecially  while  she  herself  was 
so  unconscious  of  her  fate.  If  she  summed 
up  decidedly  her  conclusions  concerning  it  at 
all,  she  thought  she  was  going  finally  to  Reed 
Dunroy,  and  had  hankerings  after  wealth  and 
station  with  Mr.  Symonds.  A  careful  observer, 
who  prided  himself  upon  knowing  all  about  such 
matters,  might  think  differently,  and  be  sure  she 
was  going  to  Mr.  Symonds,  to  have  hankerings 
after  homely  comfort  with  Reed  Dunroy. 

Meanwhile  Mrs.  Gisborne  sat  on  her  yellow 
chair  and  Aviped  her  face  with  the  corner  of  her 
apron.  And  while  she  thus  condoled  with  her- 
self a  hand  entered  the  open  window,  rolled  up 
the  painted  curtain,  tied  its  two  tassels  together, 
and  then  reposed  with  its  mate  on  the  frosty  sill 
outside,  while  out  of  the  keen,  crisp  weather  its 
owner  smiled  in  upon  the  heated  kitchen  and 
the  florid  matron. 

"  Why,  Reed,  you  rascal,  how  you  frightened 
me  !"  cried  she. 

"Rather  had  the  start  of  you,  eh?"  said  a 
round,  cheery  voice.  "Jumped  up  as  if  you 
were  on  a  fipring." 

'•Now  you  quit  your  jokes!" 

"  Swap  'em  for  nuts?" 

"  You'll  never  be  a  man  of  dignity.  Reed." 

"Little  out  there.  Just  been  sworn  in  spe- 
cial policeman." 


"What's  that  for?" 

"  Dollar  and  a  half  a  night." 

"  Pshaw !  I  mean  what  occasion  is  there  just 
now  ?" 

"  None  in  particular.  Since  the  army  got 
demoralized  it's  kind  of  spread." 

"What  has?" 

"And  as  I  always  was  in  mischief,  you 
know — " 

* '  You  don't  like  to  get  your  hand  out ! " 

The  last  speaker  was  a  new  arrival,  standing 
on  the  lowest  step  of  the  flight  of  stairs  that 
opened  down  into  the  kitchen,  leaning  with  both 
hands  upon  a  broom,  and  wearing  on  her  hair 
a  gay  bandana  kerchief  with  the  knot  tied  in 
two  wings,  like  the  petasus  of  Mercury,  over 
her  forehead,  the  better  to  protect  the  bright 
locks  beneath  from  dust.  Beneath  this  unique 
array  a  pair  of  golden-hazel  eyes,  large  and  lu- 
minous, lit  up  two  pink  cheeks,  flushed  at  this 
moment  (either  from  the  cold  of  upper  regions 
or  because  so  many  people  are  looking  at  her) 
from  apple-blossom  tint  to  damask  rose,  broken 
into  dimples  by  the  mischievous  red  lips,  whose 
curves  in  turn  were  broken  into  smiles  over  the 
prettiest  pearls  of  tiny  teeth  that  ever  guarded  a 
saucy  tongue.  It  was  no  wonder  that  at  sight 
of  the  vivid  picture  in  the  dark  frame-work  of 
the  stairway,  for  a  second  Reed  Dunroy's  eyes 
fell  with  just  the  least  visible  tremor.  Then  he 
looked  up  again  bold  as  lover  need  be,  and  twice 
too  much  at  ease.  It  was  ridiculous  that  such 
an  atom  as  this  should  make  a  stout  man 
shake. 

"  Oh,  hov/  cold  it  is  !"  shivered  she.  "Just 
think  of  my  sweeping  the  chambers  such  a  day 
as  this !  Did  you  ever  hear  an  icicle  chatter  ? 
I'm  blue  all  through  !" 

"Which  is  a  new  name  for  rose-color,"  re- 
marked Reed. 

"  Oh,  is  that  you  ?  Why  don't  you  come  in, 
Reed,  and  shut  the  window?  This  breeze  is 
straight  from  the  North  Pole  by  way  of  Spitz- 
bergen." 

"Was  just  asking  after  you,  Kate." 

"  Oh  !  I  thought  you  came  for  the  nuts." 

"So  I  did.     Nuts  to  me." 

"What's  that  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Gisborne,  as  Kate 
did  not  choose  to  do  so. 

"  There's  going  to  be  a  sleighing  party  over 
the  river  to-night,  and  a  supper  and  dance  at 
the  Brooks'." 

"Yes,  I  know,"  replied  Kate.  "I  hope 
there'll  be  a  thaw  first  before  night." 

"  So  do  I,  by  George  !"  interluded  Reed,  with 
meaning. 

"For  I  promised  Mr.  Symonds  to  go  with 
him,"  said  the  damsel,  in  conclusion. 

"Well,"  said  Reed,  coolly,  "I  thought  I'd 
see  whether  you  were  going  or  not,  because  if 
nobody 'd  asked  you  I'd  take  you  myself!" 

"  I'm  obliged  to  you.  Mother,  I  should  think 
you'd  offer  Reed  your  nuts.  Any  body  that's  so 
very  polite!" 

"  Mercy  on  us !  they're  not  fit  to  eat — they'd 
burn  his  mouth." 
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"  No  danger  of  any  thing's  burning  my  mouth 
in  this  house!"  said  Reed. 

"  I  should  think  that  speech  would  make  your 
ears  burn  !"  cried  Kate. 

"Well,  well !  Instead  of  burning  my  mouth 
it's  watering  it  at  present." 

"My  nuts!"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Gisborne.  "I 
do  believe  they've  soaked  fat !  Yes,  they — now 
that's  too  bad — no,  they  haven't,"  breaking  one 
open.  "There,  Reed,  if  you  can  eat  them,  you 
know  you're  welcome,  I'm  sure!"  setting  a  dish 
before  him  on  the  sill. 

"No,  thank  you;  I  was  only  fooling.  Just 
been  lunching.  So  you're  going  with  Symonds, 
Kate  ?  It  seems  he  won't  be  nonsuited.  Well ! 
But  you're  coming  home  with  me." 

"How  absurd  you  are!  How  can  I  come 
home  with  you  if  I  go  out  with  him  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  !  Change  partners  and  all  hands 
round.  Fate  finds  a  way.  Well,  if  we  were 
all  lawyers  there'd  be  no  special  police.  Where 
you  off  to  now,  Dinah?" 

"About  my  business;"  and  the  bright  face 
and  the  brilliant  head-dress  were  whisked  away, 

Mrs.  Gisborne  was  laying  out  a  fresh  supply 
of  the  raw  material,  but  paused  a  moment  to 
lean  on  her  rolling-pin  and  exclaim, 

"She  don't  deserve  you.  Reed,  and  that's  a 
fact !  You're  a  simpleton  to  dangle  round  her 
so.  Why  don't  you  make  up  to  Abby  Mudge — 
a  girl  that'll  make  a  decent  wife,  and  thank  you 
for  asking?" 

"Don't  want  a  wife  that's  so  mighty  willing. 
Besides,  if  you  like  the  truth,  old  lady  Mudge  is 
not  the  widow  Gisborne." 

"  Dear  me !  Likely  story,  that !  As  if 'twould 
make  any  difference  to  you  whether  I  was  black 
or  white  so  long  as  Kate  was  my  daughter !"  said 
the  pleased  good-wife. 

"Well,  you  are  amazing  bright,-  Mother  Gis- 
borne. Blood's  thicker'n  water,  and  that's  a 
fact.  Harkee !  don't  you  fret  till  I  do.  And 
as  for  this  snarl,  I've  got  the  right  end  of  the 
thread  in  my  hand.  And  as  for  her,  if  I  only 
make  up  my  mind  to  go,  I'll  drive  her  home  to- 
night if  I  have  to  knock  every  tooth  in  his  head 
down  old  Symonds's  throat." 

"That's  you.  Reed  !  I  declare  you  do  heart- 
en one.  Have  Mr.  Symonds  for  my  son-in-law, 
an,d  not  dare  to  say  my  soul's  my  own  the  rest 
of  my  days  ?  Not  I !  Your  Avay's  my  way. 
And  I'll  have  my  way  before  another  year  ends, 
so  sure's  I'm  alive  !" 

Reed  laughed  and  nodded,  and  wondered  what 
the  little  woman  was  up  to.  "There,  now," 
said  he,  ' '  your  kitchen's  clear  of  the  smoke,  and 
you'll  be  taking  a  chill  with  this  sash  lifted,  if 
it  is  to  leeward.  The  wind's  coming  up  right 
smart  for  a  cold  snap  equal  to  any  Grinnell  Ex- 
pedition !"  And  contriving  to  close  the  window 
from  the  outside,  and  stamping  his  boots  sturdi- 
ly to  rouse  the  feet  that  had  cooled  to  a  some- 
what low  temperature  in  the  snow,  the  young 
mat!  took  himself  off  with  a  cheery,  laughing 
good-by,  entirely  unconscious  that  Miss  Kate 
was  peeping  at   him    from  behind  the   shade 


up  stairs,  quivering  the  while  like  a  poplar 
iJkf. 

"He  does  walk  as  if  the  earth  did  his  feet 
good,"  acknowledged  she  to  herself,  between 
her  chattering  teeth — "real  round,  ringing 
tread,  as  if  God  made  the  earth  for  him  to  use. 
I  don't  know!" 

What  it  was  that  Kate  didn't  know  she 
didn't  utter.  But  putting  a  shawl  round  her, 
she  sat  down  to  look  over  Mr.  Symonds's  note, 
and  the  present  that  it  had  accompanied  of  a  gor- 
geous album,  conspicuous  on  whose  fly-leaf  stood 
the  worthy  himself,  and  which  she  had  not  yet 
dared  to  show  her  mother,  and  encounter  her 
ridicule  of  its  first  adornment.  "  Just  flapping 
his  arms  to  crow,  Kate,  isn't  he?"  she  could 
hear  her  saying.  The  occupation,  however,  was 
of  short  duration,  for  the  stinging  cold  obliged 
her  to  restore  the  marvel  to  its  wrappings,  and 
hurry  down  to  one  of  the  firesides  with  her  knit- 
ting; and,  like  a  chicken  nestling  under  the 
wing,  she  preferred  her  mother's  stove  to  Aunt 
Nancy's,  though  she  knew  a  good  quarrel  would 
ensue. 

"Well,  Kate,"  said  her  mother,  "I  hope 
you're  content  after  having  insulted  Mr.  Dun- 
roy  the  way  you  have." 

"Me,  mother?" 

"Yes,  you!" 

"Does  he  complain?" 

"Complain!  I  rather  think  he's  found  out 
that  he  has  something  better  to  do.  I  don't  be- 
lieve you'll  be  troubled  with  him  again  in  a 
hurry." 

"There's  as  good  fish  in  the  sea  as  ever 
were  caught,"  said  Kate,  growing  a  trifle  pale 
in  spite  of  herself. 

"  So  you  can  take  up  with  your  little,  dried 
codfish  of  a  lawyer!  I've  never  seen  any  one 
find  such  delight  in  hurting  people's  feelings  be- 
fore." 

"Then  I've  increased  your  stock  of  useful  in- 
formation, Mrs.  Mother." 

"You  wicked  girl!  I  do  believe  the  Evil 
One's  in  you  as  much  as  ever  he  was  in  Mary 
Magdalene!  There,  take  the  fork  and  turn 
those." 

"Much  obliged.  It  takes  one's  mother  to 
call  one  names." 

"What  do  you  mean.  Miss?" 

"And  one  can't  retort,  because  if  they  do 
the  ravens  of  the  valley  shall  pick  out  their  eyes, 
and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  them." 

"Quoting  Scripture  in  that  spirit !" 

"Now,  mother,  why  can't  you  let  me  be? 
You're  making  me  tired  to  death  of  the  sound 
of  Reed  Dunroy's  name." 

"And  I'm  tired  to  death  already  of  the  sound 
of  Simon  Symonds's !" 

"You  seldom  hear  it  but  from  your  own 
lips." 

"  Be  quiet,  you  barefaced  girl !" 

"Just  as  you  say."  And  Kate  proceeded  to 
turn  the  nuts,  with  a  red  cheek  and  an  eye  that 
said,  plainly  as  words,  "I  vow,  if  it  wasn't 
such  a  really  disagreeable  thing  to  do,  I'd  go  and 
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marry  Mr.  Svmonds  to-day,  just  to  spite  every 
body !"  '  • 

In  reality  the  girl  already  had  an  odd  little 
liking  for  the  lawyer,  as  people  can  not  avoid 
having  for  one  who  is  particularly  civil  to  them, 
keeps  his  flattery  just  on  tlie  edge  of  courtesy, 
as  if  even  further  adulation  would  be  sincere, 
and  who  seems  to  have  stooped  from  a  height  in 
order  to  meet  them  at  their  level — and  Kate 
was  yet  too  young  to  perceive  the  intrinsic  de- 
merit of  the  man's  character — for  every  woman 
at  twenty-five  must  remember  what  a  fool  she 
was  at  eighteen.  As  it  was,  Mr.  Symonds  and 
his  advantages  dazzled  her  :  he  had  money  laid 
by,  he  had  served  as  County  Commissioner,  and 
he  was  already  spoken  of  as  Judge  of  the  Po- 
lice Court.  It  is  true  he  was  forty  years  old, 
and  Kate  not  the  half  of  it ;  but  then  he  did  not 
look  it.  It  is  true  he  was  a  born  ferret ;  but 
then  Kate  took  that  for  his  talent  and  acuteness. 
To  her  he  was  a  member  of  aristocracy,  and  a 
thing  that  went  far  to  neutralize  all  her  mother's 
backbiting  was  the  evident  consciousness  which 
the  good  woman  had  that  she  was  all  the  time 
making  a  sacrifice  of  worldly  superiority  to  more 
imponderable  merit. 

The  enforced  silence  had  reigned  over  the 
kitchen  several  minutes,  when  a  timid  tap  was 
heard  upon  the  outer  door. 

"Come  in!"  cried  Mrs.  Gisborne,  testily,  and 
something  pulled  at  the  latch  and  gave  it  up, 
and  the  place  of  the  rattle  was  taken  by  a  kind 
of  weak  sob. 

Kate  sprang  to  the  door,  and  out  of  the  blis- 
tering cold  drew  in  a  small  girl,  thinly  clad,  and 
.shufiling  along  in  a  man's  boots.  She  was  pur- 
ple, and  nearly  perishing  with  the  weather.  As 
soon  as  the  child  felt  the  penetrating  warmth 
within,  and  saw  the  kind,  young  face  bending 
over  her,  she  sank  in  a  little  bundle  upon  the 
floor,  and,  something  within  her  unsealing,  her 
head  fell  on  her  knees,  and  she  cried  as  if  her 
heart  w^ould  break.  To  her  small  vision  mat- 
ters were  at  their  very  worst ;  the  cold  had 
chilled  the  very  vitality  of  her  soul ;  her  heart 
swelled  and  bounded  and  died  in  sobs — she  was 
full  of  despair. 

"Oh,  mother!"  cried  Kate,  forgetting  fends, 
"I  do  believe  she's  frozen.  Just  see  how  white 
her  fingers  are !" 

"  Get  a  basinful  of  snow  and  rub  them.  Froz- 
en !     Nonsense ;  she's  starved." 

"Starved,  mother?" 

"Yes.  Frozen  and  starved  too.  What's 
your  name,  little  One  ?  Can't  you  speak  ? 
Here,  Nancy,  bring  me  a  glass  of  cider,  quick, 
please ! " 

Miss  Nancy  bustled  in  like  a  breeze  directly, 
cider  in  hand,  and  would  have  poured  it  all 
down  the  little  throat ;  but  the  prudent  sister- 
in-law  allowed  only  one  pungent  draught,  while 
Kate  rubbed  the  white  fingers  red  in  the  snow, 
drew  off  the  cavernous  boots,  found  the  feet 
frost-bitten,  and  proceeded  to  serve  them  like- 
wise. 

"Ah!   ah!   how  they  do  burrn!"  cried  the 


child,  proclaiming  her  nationality,  and  catching 
up  the  injured  member,  while  Kate  began  to 
work  upon  the  other. 

"Where  do  you  live?"  now  inquired  Aunt 
Nancy,  as  if  the  cider  gave  her  a  prerogative  to 
know. 

"  Oh,  m'am,  I  lives  in  the  little  house  on  the 
wharf,  behint  the  great  grain  storr." 

"I  don't  remember  such  a  house,"  said  Mrs. 
Gisborne,  administering  a  second  draught. 

"  Sure  'twas  his  shed,  and  he  hauled  it  down 
to  the  wharf,  and  me  mother  rented  it — barring 
she's  paid  no  rent  this  three  months.  And  she's 
warned  out  to-day,"  said  the  child,  blowing  on 
her  burning  fingers,  "  and  it's  meself  s  not  know- 
ing where  in  the  wide  world  we'll  be  going!" 
And  with  the  thought,  the  atom  seemed  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  of  the  whole  of  her 
house. 

"What  did  you  tell  me  your  name  was?" 
asked  Kate. 

"Nora  Considine,  Miss — if  it  do  be  me  at 
all ! "  fresh  tears  flowing. 

"  Then  your  mother  is  Mrs.  Considine." 

"That  same." 

"I  thought  she'd  gone  off  to  the  Mills." 

"J3ut  the  Mills  is  shet,  and  she  came  back. 
And  we  do_  a  bit  of  washing  and  arrants  and 
such,  since." 

"But  Where's  your  father?"  asked  Aunt 
Nancy,  in  spite  of  Kate's  warning  twitch. 

"He's  in  his  grave,  m'am,"  said  the  child, 

"Oh,  to  be  sure!  Oh,  I  never  thought! 
Oh,  I  really—" 

"Here,  Nora,  you  just  sit  up  on  that  chair," 
interrupted  Mrs.  Gisborne,  "and  see  how  you 
like  that  broth."  For  she  had  hastened  to  warm 
up  a  saucepanful  of  yesterday's  soup.  The  child 
voraciously  obeyed,  much  hindered  by  Kate's 
manipulations  in  pulling  over  -her  feet  some 
thick  woolen  stockings  whose  superfluous  length 
was  turned  down  in  a  pair  of  her  own  shoes  dis- 
carded years  ago  by  reason  of  growth.  The  lit- 
tle girl  staid  her  hand,  spoon  in  air ;  this  done, 
put  out  her  feet  and  surveyed  them.  "  Oh,  Miss," 
said  she,  looking  up  with  her  flushed  face  and 
tear-washed  eyes,  a  laugh  breaking  all  over 
them,  "  you  do  be  real  good  to  me !"  At  which 
Kate  set  out  to  cry  herself,  and  Mrs.  Gisborne 
stirred  round  in  much  commotion  to  get  her 
spider  ofl"  the  stove,  the  contents  of  which  were 
scorched  to  a  crisp. 

"Well,  dear,"  said  Aunt  Nancy,  when  she 
had  kindly  watched  the  last  spoonful  into  the 
guest's  mouth,  "  what  did  you  come  for?" 

The  child  got  down  on  the  floor,  so  that  one 
could  see  what  a  mite  she  was,  and  made  a 
queer  little  bob  of  a  courtesy.  "  Thanking  you, 
m'am,  I  have  what  I  came  for,  and  more,"  said 
she. 

"And  don't  you  want  to  take  something 
home?" 

"I  wouldn't  be  asking  for  more  at  one  house !" 

"  But  here's  the  rest  of  the  soup — if  you'll 
bring  back  the  kettle,"  added  cautious  Mrs.  Gis- 
borne. 
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"Thank  you,  m'am.     An'  I  Avill  that." 

♦''Twill  warm  your  little  brother— you  have 
a  brother?" 

"Five  of  them,  m'am  !"  And  she  burst  out 
cryinff  again. 

"  Hush,  hush !  The  more  the  merrier,"  cried 
Mrs.  Gisborne.      "Are  you  so  badly  off?" 

"Och,  m'am!  Oh,  howly  saints!  There's 
not  that  much  in  the  house  till  ate!"  and  she 
expressed  the  larder's  emptiness  by  her  tiny, 
bare  palm.  "We've  had  the  praties  till  the 
day  J  an'  I  fried  them  intil  some  wather  for  the 
b'ys,  for  a  change  like ;  but,  pah !  they  were 
that  nasty  we  could  hardly  bide  them.  An' 
'twas  the  last ! " 

* '  Never  mind !  Something  '11  turn  up.  Provi- 
dence takes  care  of — "  Mrs.  Gisborne  came  near 
availing  herself  of  a  proverb,  and  aniiouncing 
the  guardianship  of  Heaven  over  the  lame  and 
the  lazy,  and  them  that  won't  work  ;  but  glanc- 
ing at  the  child's  face  for  a  moment  made  a  less 
general  application,  and  hurried  into  the  pantry, 
where  various  viands  reposed  awaiting  the  day 
of  picked-up  dinners,  "There!"  said  she,  de- 
positing the  broken  meats  in  the  child's  basket. 
^'  I  meant  this  cold  joint  for  our  own  dinner  to- 
day ;  but — " 

"  Sure,  m'am,  I'd  not  be  afther  robbing  ye 
that  gate." 

"  Oh,  we'll  get  something  else.  There's  bread. 
And  here's  some  tea  for  your  mother." 

"An'  'twill  put  her  on  her  legs  again  !" 

"  There's  a  little  sugar.  Not  much.  It's  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar  a  pound  now.  I'd  give  you 
the  dough-nuts  if  it  wasn't  for  my — " 

Kate  instantly  swept  the  contents  of  the  col- 
ander into  Nora's  basket. 

"Thank  ye  kindly,  m'am.  God  bless  ye. 
Miss.  Me  mother  '11  be  afther  wondering  about 
me.  ril  bid  ye  good-day,"  said  the  staid  little 
creature.  And  picking  up  the  old  boots  she 
had  worn  in,  gathered  her  treasures,  saying, 
"I'll  be  sure  to  bring  the  kettle  back  to-morrow, 
m'am,"  and  trudged  away. 

She  could  by  no  means  understand  what  a 
gulf  of  chance  lay  between  her  and  to-morrow. 

The  house  behind  the  store  on  the  wharf  was 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  off;  the  cold  was  stinging, 
the  wind  blew  a  searching  blast.  But,  warmed 
and  of  good  heart,  Nora  took  her  way.  She 
was  thinking  so  happily  of  the  glee  with  which 
little  Michael  would  pee]>  into  the  kettle,  when 
she  just  lifted  the  lid  a  bit,  and  then  look  up  at 
her  with  twinkling  eyes ;  she  had  no  doubt  he 
would  whip  his  naughty  fingers  in  before  she 
could  reach  the  spoon.  And  then  the  tea — if 
only  Johnny  had  brought  back  some  chi|)S,  her 
mother  should  have  it  straightway — and  'twould 
hearten  her  who  had  been  so  long  without  her 
little  drop !  Then  she  saw  the  other  boys,  each 
with. a  dough-nut — unheard  of  luxury— ringing 
his  finger;  and,  thinking  of  it,  she  softly  put 
her  hand  under  the  cloth  in  her  basket  and 
drew  out  one  of  the  articles  in  question  for  her- 
self.     But  just  as  the  first  big  bite  told  her  how 


superlatively  nice  the  rest  was  going  to  be,  a 
double  sleigh  came  dashing  down  the  street, 
filled  with  the  driver  and  a  merry  mass  of  chil- 
dren  hastening  home  from  school  to  comfortable 
homes,  and  beside  it  raced  and  gamboled  an 
enormous  Newfoundland  dog  full  of  frolic  and 
fun.  Now  a  dog  of  any  description  was  Nora's 
horror,  but  such  a  mountain  of  a  dog  was  as 
bad  as  a  whole  menagerie  let  loose,  and  though 
upon  the  sidewalk,  she  hastily  drew  up  and  made 
herself  as  much  a  part  of  the  fence  as  possible 
till  he  should  have  gone  by.  Unlucky  move- 
ment; Shag  saw  only  sport  in  it,  bounded  upon 
her  as  he  passed,  tumbling  her  in  the  snow, 
snapping  up  her  bit  of  dough-nut,  nosing  a  mo- 
ment in  her  basket,  galloping  off  at  full  speed 
after  his  gay  companions. 

Somebody  picked  Nora  up — a  young  man  with 
an  open  face  and  hearty  voice,  but  who  looked 
as  if  nevertheless  some  brightness  was  on  the 
point  of  deserting  him — set  her  on  her  feet; 
asked  if  she  were  hurt,  for  she  shrieked  with 
fright ;  helped  her  gather  up  her  fragments. 
Here  was  the  tin  kettle,  there  was  the  cover — 
what  was  that  dark  spot  sinking  into  the  snow? 
Oh,  the  soup!  the  soup!  She  would  not  believe 
it  till  she  had  searched  the  vessel,  and  shaken  it 
upside  down.  She  began  to  scrape  together  the 
scattered  tea -leaves — her  sugar  was  safe — the 
young  man  scrambled  with  her  for  the  dough- 
nuts as  if  he  knew  where  they  came  from — but 
where  was  the  cold  joint  of  meat?  A  mile  off, 
held  high  in  air  between  the  stout  jaws  of  the 
Newfoundland!  Nora  put  her  hand  over  her 
eyes,  and  hurried  off  blindly  without  a  word  of 
thanks.  Still  it  might  have  been  worse,  and 
overcoming  her  burst  of  ingratitude  she  reach- 
ed home. 

Certainly  her  mother  got  off  the  bed  and 
whipped  her  for  spilling  the  soup,  after  which 
she  thought  wisest  not  to  mention  the  joint;  and 
when  Johnny  returned  with  some  chips  and 
shavings,  the  smart  being  over,  she  made  the 
tea  for  her  mother,  and  they  all  cowered  togeth- 
er for  a  breath  of  warmth  over  the  feeble  blaze, 
and  ate  the  dough-nuts  with  teeth  that  chattered 
in  their  sockets.  Among  seven  it  was  not  a 
very  bountiful  repast,  though  the  sole  one  of  the 
day  and  almost  of  the  day  before,  and  Nora  had 
none,  because  she  had  already  partly  dined. 

They  were  in  this  condition,  except  that  hun- 
ger had  begun  again,  when  the  landlord  enter- 
ed at  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  having 
already  twice  warned  them  out. 

"  You  are  not  going,  I  see?"  said  he. 

Mrs.  Considine,  loud-voiced  and  angry,  as- 
sured iiim  she  had  no  intention  of  the  kind  on 
such  a  day  as  this. 

"  Very  well,"  said  he.  "  If  you  will  not  go 
the  house  must." 

Mrs,  Considine  laughed  a  scornfid  laugh,  and 
wraj)])ed  her  cloak  about  her,  and  covered  little 
Michael's  feet  with  the  warm  ashes — one  man 
could  not  very  well  take  off  the  house  on  his 
back  like  a  snail.  The  allusion  was  apt,  for 
the  landlord  was  a  cold-blooded  creature  of  slow 
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movement,  and  Mrs.  Considine,  for  all  her  mis- 
ery, chuckled  over  it  a  moment,  pleased  with 
her  wit.  The  chuckling  was  hrief,  and  died  in 
perplexed  anger.  The  man  had  proceeded  to 
the  window  ojjcning  on  the  river,  loosened  the 
sides,  and  removed  the  sash,  upper  and  lower. 
The  wind  i)oured  in  a  gushing  torrent  of  icy  air. 
So  deftly  and  so  quickly  did  he  do  it,  that,  if  he 
had  not  claimed  to  be  a  gentleman,  you  would 
have  thouglit  him  to  the  manner  born.  Then 
it  Hashed  over  the  mother  what  the  enemy  was 
about.  For  an  instant's  while  INIrs.  Considine 
dreamed  of  measuring  weapons  with  him,  but  a 
cou])le  of  glances  told  her  she  was  no  match  for 
that  wiry  strength,  and  she  lighted  her  dudeen 
with  the  sole  remaining  match,  and  smoked 
away  in  contemptuous  silence,  while  the  blue 
children  huddled  in  a  trembling  group.  One 
window  finished,  the  visitor  proceeded  to  the 
other,  and  then  leisurely  removed  the  stair-door 
from  its  hinges,  there  being  but  two  divisions 
of  the  building,  one  above  and  one  below.  This 
door  being  unhung,  he  placed  it  aside  till  he 
he  should  return,  and  prepared  to  descend  with 
the  four  window-sashes.  It  was  rather  a  haz- 
ardous thing  to  do  in  the  presence  of  a  wild 
Irishwoman  maddened  by  spirit  or  the  want  of 
it;  by  cold,  famine,  fear,  and  outrage.  He 
paused  a  moment  on  the  brink  to  adjust  his  bur- 
den more  conveniently ;  the  next  instant  Mrs. 
Considine  had  rushed  forward,  her  foot  was  high 
in  the  air,  and  he  was  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stairs  in  the  midst  of  a  tumult  of  shattered  sash- 
es and  panes  broken  to  a  thousand  flinders. 

The  mighty  fallen  rose  at  last,  and  wiped 
away  the  ooze  from  his  stained  temples,  his  pur- 
pose only  deepened  by  the  loud  laugh  of  deris- 
ion that  resounded  from  above.  He  freed  the 
single  sash  below,  unhinged  the  door,  carried 
both  off,  and  hid  them  beneath  a  pile  of  boards. 
The  other  door  he  dared  not  return  for ;  JNIrs. 
Considine  waited  in  vain  with  her  squared  fists 
for  him  to  do  so;  then  she  sent  Johnny  and 
Nora  upon  a  reconnoissance.  The  foe  had  van- 
ished ;  with  him  all  trace  of  window  and  door  ; 
neither  Johnny,  nor  Nora,  nor  Matt  could  un- 
earth the  hidden  quarry. 

That  certified,  they  set  the  remaining  door 
up  against  one  window-place,  and  put  the  old 
chest  of  drawers  to  secure  it.  Then  the  mo- 
ther trundled  out  one  slee])ing-place,  and  shook 
up  its  straw ;  she  had  bought  the  potatoes  of 
the  day  before  with  feathers  from  the  other  one. 
"  Come  to  bed,  children,"  said  she,  at  last.  So 
three  at  the  head,  and  two  at  the  foot,  and  two 
in  the  one  jjeneath,  still  wrapped  in  the  clothes 
they  had  worn  all  day,  this  miserable  house- 
hold Avent  to  bed,  finding  no  mercy  in  the  heart 
of  man,  but  regally  lighted  off  through  the  great 
bare  door  and  window  by  heaven's  red  torches  in 
the  early  sunset  light  of  Christmas-eve. 

IMcanwhile  Kate  Gisborne  looked  through  the 
casement  of  the  cozy  sitting-room,  and  wonder- 
ed if  it  would  not  moderate  by  nightfall ;  she 
had  heard   say  the  wind  went  down  with   the 


sun ;  but  here  it  was  still  careering  straight 
from  frigid  ice-belts,  or  had  the  vane  frozen  on 
its  rod  ?  How  was  she  ever  going  to  drive  to 
the  Brooks'  througli  such  an  atmosj)here,  and 
with  that  wire  of  a  man  beside  her?  The  thought 
that  came  up,  in  contrast,  cf  Reed  Dunroy's 
strong,  warm,  protecting  arm,  though  she  re- 
fused to  think  it,  vaguely  made  things  seem  all 
the  colder  and  more  impossible. 

The  red  sunset  was  gone;  a  heavy  blue  bank 
of  cloud,  brooding  full  of  mystical  auroras  to 
flash  over  the  midnight  drive  home,  covered  the 
northern  heavens ;  the  spire  of  the  neighboring 
church,  like  a  scul])tured  flame,  rose  white  as  if 
transfigured  against  that  supernatural  violet  sky, 
with  its  golden  chanticleer  crowing  down  the 
wind.  The  air  held  an  icy  principle,  as  if  its 
very  elements  were  congealed,  and  it  seemed  as 
hard  to  draw  fluid  breath  from  it  as  from  some 
transparent  jewel.  The  steam  of  the  horses 
that  went  by  seemed  to  hang  in.  a  little  frozen 
cloud  about  their  distended  nostrils;  the  drivers 
slung  their  arms  together  steadily.  AVithin,  the 
anthracite  in  the  grates  covered  itself  with  a 
white  ash,  as  if  verily  blistered  by  the  cold  it- 
self. There  was  a  raw  edge  to  existence  on  that 
keen  twilight ;  nobody  expected  to  sleep  either 
sound  or  warm  that  night,  with  the  wind  wedg- 
ing through  every  seam,  and  sifting  through  the 
very  furze  of  the  soft-piled  blankets ;  no  thaw, 
and  no  sign  of  one. 

So  Kate  sat  discontentedly  down  to  the  hur- 
ried evening  meal ;  and,  such  is  the  capricious 
feminine  spirit,  but  that  she  knew  Reed  Dunroy 
was  doing  it  for  her,  could  have  found  it  in  her 
heart — it  being  so  cold  a  night — to  kindly  wish 
Mr.  Symonds  in  a  warmer  region.  But  she 
was  a  wicked  little  girl,  as  her  mother  said. 

While  cloaks,  and  shawls,  and  furs  were  be- 
ing rummaged  together  in  the  Widow  Gisborne's 
domicile ;  soap-stones  heating,  and  overshoes 
toasting,  and  tart  tongues  declaiming  against 
the  folly  of  sleighing  upon  such  a  night  at  all — 
for,  when  all  was  said  and  done,  INIiss  Kate  was 
the  pivot  about  which  the  house  turned  ;  while 
all  this  went  forward,  Mr.  Symonds  sat  in  his 
comfortable  bachelor-apartment  till  the  sleigh 
should  be  brought  round,  and  slowly  sipped  a 
glass  of  something  that  had  a  ruby  color  and  a 
tingling  tang.  It  was  not  his  fault  that  the 
room  was  comfortable  ;  another  had  made  it  so. 
If  it  had  cost  less  when  uncomfortable,  he  would 
doubtless  have  had  it  that  way,  although  in  a 
cheap  line  he  was  given  to  small  self-indulgences. 
As  it  was,  the  shutters  tightly  closed,  the  shades 
dropped,  the  long  crimson  curtains  falling  over 
crack  and  crevice  till  they  lay  upon  the  carpet, 
the  thick  rug  tiiat  curled  about  his  feet,  the  soft 
air  of  the  furnace-heated  house;  and,  lest  that 
should  be  too  little  with  the  mercury  like  to 
freeze  in  the  bulb  outside,  as  one  might  say,  the 
crackle  of  the  sea-coal  fire  u])on  the  hearth,  and 
its  sparkle  in  every  thing  whose  depth  or  sur- 
fiice  could  reflect  an  angle  of  light,  altogether 
made  as  rich  and  snug  a  picture  as  heart  could 
wish.     It  was  a  little  s])oiled,  it  must  be  ac- 
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knowlcdged.  by  this  spine  of  a  creature  that  sat 
there  enjoying  it,  yet  never  seeming  to  warm 
into  humanity  with  all  the  cordial  combination 
of  color,  heat,  and  light.  One  might  wonder 
how  he  would  like  to  leave  it,  and  explore  the 
Arctic  terrors  of  the  night  without  in  company 
with  Miss  Kate  Gisborne ;  but  pretty  Kate  Gis- 
borne  was  color  and  heat  and  light  herself,  and 
with  her  Mr.  Symonds  was  just  as  much  in  love 
as  it  was  possible  for  an  atomy  without  a  drop 
of  red  blood  in  his  frame  to  be  in  love  with  any 
body.  There  came  a  voice  outside ;  the  horse 
shook  off  a  spray  of  frosty  bell-notes ;  Mr.  Sy- 
monds rose,  brushed  the  lank  hair  over  the 
plastered  wounds  upon  his  tem})les,  bound  the 
heavy  scarf  over  his  face,  indued  his  over-coat, 
and  threw  round  him  the  great  cloak  lined  with 
otter ;  and  in  a  few  minutes,  with  Kate  hooded 
and  furred  beside  him,  beneath  Afghan,  leop- 
ard-robe, and  fox-skin — all  the  first  mile  of  the 
four  her  laugh  ringing  defiance  to  the  weather — 
they  went  swiftly  sliding  u])  the  long  winding 
street ;  past  the  grain  store  on  the  wharf  and 
the  little  house  behind  it,  with  desolation  look- 
ing from  empty  threshold  and  lintel ;  over  the 
bridge  and  along  the  meadow-road,  till  the  jan- 
gle of  the  silver  l)ells  was  lost  to  any  listener  in 
the  crack  and  split  of  the  broad  sheets  of  river 
ice  and  all  the  weird  noises  of  the  vast  winter 
niglit. 

It  mattered  little  to  Kate  that  the  girls  as- 
sembled in  the  dressing-room  at  the  Brooks'  that 
niglit  laughed  and  told  her  that  she  came  with 
a  fox  under  a  fox-skin — she  remembered  that 
Reed  had  declared  he  would  go  home  with  her ; 
and  keeping  her  own  counsel,  she  only  hoped  in 
her  naughty  soul  that  he  would  keep  his  prom- 
ise— without  confessing  to  herself  that  thus  she 
hoped.  So  she  calmly  laid  aside  the  multitu- 
dinous wraps,  perhaps  half  wondering  if  they'd 
dare  to  make  so  free  witli  the  lawyer's  lady  by- 
and-by  as  now  they  did  with  Kate  Gisborne. 
For  all  that,  the  lawyer's  lady  would  never  look 
any  prettier,  the  glass  told  her,  than  the  little 
maiden  did  this  night  in  her  gown  of  soft  ma- 
''oon-dycd  wool  with  the  white  swan's-down  at 
throat  and  wrists,  the  gold  net  on  her  gold  hair, 
the  rose  on  her  cheek,  the  light  in  her  eye.  Siie 
just  drew  herself  up  one  grain  more  proudly  at 
conjecture  of  what  Reed  Dunroy  would  think 
when  he  saw  her ;  and  then  wondering  who  had 
come  with  Reed,  she  took  at  the  door  Mr.  Sy- 
monds's  arm  into  the  long  dancing-hall  of  the 
inn.  Mr.  Symonds  was  a  gallant  man  ;  he  eyed 
the  fiiir  thing  by  his  side  from  the  gleam  of  her 
bright  hair  to  the  pointed  tip  of  her  airy  foot. 
Then  bending  toward  her  ear  he  repeated,  in  a 
low  tone : 

''She  wears  the  colors  I  admire, 

She  moves  the  way  that  I  prefer; 

She  smiles,  and  day  has  lost  its  fire; 
She  sighs,  and  balmy  breezes  stir. 

For  me  she  makes  the  sunbeams  tire, 
And  night  is  sweet  because  of  her — 

Oh  sweet  the  storm  and  sweet  the  shine! 

But  am  I  hers,  or  is  she  mine?" 

And  while  he  rhapsodized  over  the  verse  that 


some  curious  chance  had  left  in  his  memory, 
Kate  silently  looked  about  her.  Reed  Dunroy 
was  not  there.  Moreover,  Reed  Dunroy  did  not 
come.  The  violins  began  to  scrape  themselves 
into  tune  against  the  base  of  the  violoncellos, 
the  horns  began  to  blow  their  golden  breath 
upon  the  air,  the  flutes  warbled  and  twittered, 
the  little  drum  rumbled  and  rolled,  and  then 
the  band  broke  out  into  merriest  music,  and  the 
floor  bent  and  sprung  and  danced  itself  with  the 
swing  of  the  dancing  clusters.  No  foot  in  all 
the  whirl  was  so  light  as  Kate's,  yet,  somehow 
or  other,  she  had  no  explanation  of  it  unless 
the  chill  had  somehow  penetrated  her — no  heart 
so  heavy.  Where  could  Reed  Dunroy  be  ?  All 
the  girls  that  she  knew  were  here,  each  with 
their  attendant;  Mr.  Symonds  found  himself 
that  night  where  pursuit  of  Kate  had  led  him, 
not  among  the  most  aristocratic  of  the  city  cer- 
tainly, but  with  as  honest,  happy  peoi)le  as  a 
place  could  show.  But  Kate  was  not  of  them 
in  that  respect  to-night.  Of  course  she  was  not 
honest  in  walking  one  way  and  looking  another. 
Of  course  she  was  not  happy  in  seeking  a  shadow 
at  the  door  that  refused  to  fall.  As  she  danced 
her  glittering  eyes  ranged  the  room,  through  all 
the  music  she  listened  for  a  footfall,  then  caught 
herself  back  indignantly  and  danced  with  wilder 
gayety.  Had  Reed  driven  into  the  river  ?  Pshaw ! 
there  was  no  crack  wide  enough  to  take  him. 
Had  he  met  with  any  accident  ?  had  he  thought 
better  of  his  threatened  purpose?  was  he  just 
dallying  so  that  she  might  miss  him  more  ?  She 
would  let  him  see  how  much  that  had  troubled 
her!  And  like  the  Vicar's  daughter,  her  foot 
grew  "as  pat  to  the  music  as  its  echo."  Then 
came  the  grand  march  down  to  supper — and 
still  no  Reed  Dunroy.  Mr.  Symonds,  as  he  led 
her  down,  could  have  told  her  in  a  breath  all 
she  wished  to  know  :  first,  that  Reed  could  not 
come  alone,  it  being  against  the  rules,  and  would 
not  bring  another;  second,  that  he  had  foimd 
something  better  to  do ;  and,  third,  that  because 
it  was  faster  and  surer  than  others,  he  had  lent 
Mr.  Symonds  his  horse,  and  did  not  care  on  such 
a  niglit  to  travel  the  distance  afoot.  Before  the 
night  was  over,  and  while  in  a  sliiver  of  disgust, 
she  heard  her  health  drunk  with  Mr.  Symonds's 
name  :  Kate  found  herself  silently  fearing  that 
the  waywardness  which  had  accepted  this  man's 
escort  to-night  was  something  she  would  have 
leisure  to  regret  during  the  whole  of  her  remain- 
ing years.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Symonds  was  a 
man  of  note.  With  what  respect  they  all  turned 
toward  him,  how  they  received  him  into  their 
sjiort,  flattered  by  the  condescension,  though 
democracy  and  republicanism  made  them  hold 
themselves  erect  as  he,  and  only  the  least  trifle 
in  the  world  restrained  by  knowledge  of  his  learn- 
ing and  ability.  Every  situation  has  its  draw- 
backs— the  only  drawback  to  one  with  Mr.  Sy- 
monds was  Mr.  Symonds  himself.  Kate  plucked 
up  her  heart  and  grew  gay  again  as  any,  and  in 
buoyant  mood  they  all  muflled  themselves  at 
length  and  set  out  upon  their  homeward  way, 
the  soap-stones  warmed,  the  robes  tucked  in. 
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and  behind  them  the  bund  blowing  out  its  melo- 
dies upon  the  crystal  night  till  cold  chilled  the 
fingers  and  stiftencd  the  lips  and  silenced  the 
tune,  and  left  no  music  l)ut  the  wrangling,  leap- 
ing bells.  Over  them  the  Northern  Lights  shot 
their  swift  sj)ears,  lancing  lustre  across  the  shak- 
ing stars  from  east  to  west,  a  shining,  shifting 
shimmer  of  si)ectral  fire  dipping  toward  them 
every  now  and  then  till  they  shrank  as  if  a 
ghastly  air  from  the  otlier  land  had  stooped  to 
brush  tlie  foreheads  already  cold  as  brows  of 
polished  marble.  So  curtainc  i  in  splendor 
they  swiftly  dashed  through  the  night  like  the 
very  wind  itself. 

In  the  doorless,  windowless  house  on  the 
wharf  behind  the  great  grain-store,  in  the  city 
to  which  this  gay  troop  hastened,  that  self-same 
wind  all  this  time  was  pouring  a  tide  of  ambient 
iciness. 

Blast  after  blast  the  trembling  children, 
clutching  together  there  beneath  the  scanty 
clothes,  heard  each  one  rise.  Far,  far  off,  like 
a  wave  one  sees  against  the  sky,  they  could  fancy 
the  white  edge  of  that  gust  dividing  the  dark 
night.  On  it  roared,  gathering  its  hordes  by 
the  way,  rearing  till  the  heavens  retired,  plow- 
ing up  the  cold  salt  sea  beyond,  sweeping  over 
the  mile-wide  ice-field  of  the  frozen  river,  falling 
on  the  tiny  shanty  like  live  thunder,  and  tear- 
ing across  them,  as  they  clung  to  each  other,  in 
one  terrible  tempest  of  deadly  piercing  cold. 

And  with  every  blast  they  cowered  and  grov- 
eled closer ;  and  the  long  shivers  coursed  over 
their  frames  and  stifi'ened  into  shudders  and 
seemed  to  coat  them  like  a  casing  of  sleet. 
Huddled  together  they  felt,  to  one  another's 
touch,  already  like  the  cold,  white  limbs  of 
corpses.  The  very  marrow  of  their  bones  was 
ice.  They  breathed  a  gelid  air,  and  every 
breath  brought  pain. 

Then  all  that  hollow  roar  out  of  the  black 
and  immense  regions  of  the  atmosphere,  sound- 
ing close  about  them,  the  supernatural  sense  of 
mighty  powers,  of  awful  agencies,  imwliispered 
terrors,  all  that  slow  shaking  awaiting  of  the 
shock,  all  that  bareness  to  the  gale  and  to  the 
darkness,  all  that  frigid  horror  overwhelmed 
them  and  palsied  them ;  all  that  wide,  intense 
passion  of  dread  that  only  cold  can  inspire  fell 
upon  them  and  benumbed  their  souls;  and  as 
the  icy  chill  searched  deeper  and  deeper,  and 
mingled  with  the  innermost  life  itself  and  with- 
ered it,  they  grew  torpid  and  foolish  and  bewil- 
dered, and  with  their  expanded  brains  ceased  at 
last  to  feel  any  longer  the  stings  of  either  cold 
or  fear. 

Nora  lay  in  the  trundle-bed  with  little  Michael 
in  her  arms.  When  the  evening  Christmas  bells 
at  the  church  had  begun  to  peal  out  a  merry  rout 
and  rabble  of  ringing  tlirough  the  crisp  crystal- 
line air,  each  note  cut  short  with  a  metallic  echo 
on  the  frost-filled  sky,  little  Michael  had  begun 
to  cry.  The  Christmas  bells  brimmed  him  with 
sorrow  and  sadness,  lie  ])ut  his  head  in  No- 
ra's neck,  and  when  she  hushed  him,  still  softly 


sobbed  away  to  himself.  Then  noiselessly  she 
rose,  took  off  her  frock  and  folded  it  about  him, 
and  lying  down  again  close  beside  him,  lifted 
his  hands — bits  of  ice  they  were — and  put  them 
in  her  little  bosom,  and  gathering  him  in  slen- 
der arms  again,  lent  him  all  the  warmth  that 
was  left  in  her  tiny  body.  Thus  held  so  close 
in  Nora's  grasp,  and  all  the  thin  clothes  wrapped 
so  about  him  that  only  the  short  curls  of  his 
hair  were  stirred  by  the  wind  of  the  black  river, 
little  Michael  fell  gently  away  into  the  embrace 
of  a  ruddy,  rosy  company  of  dreams. 

"Are  ye  warrm,  Nora  darlint?"  whispered 
Johnny,  in  a  subdued  tone,  as  if  the  awful  night 
should  hear. 

"A  little,"  shivered  Nora,  between  her  set 
teeth. 

*'  It's  not  that  am  I.  Cowld  as  the  ice  in  the 
heart  of  him — that  man !  I  wish  you'd  talk. 
Nora,"  said  Johnny.  "  It  do  be  so  dark  !  Jist 
spake  till  us  about  the  Banshees,  or  tell  the  tale 
of  the  great  angels  wid  their  silver  wings." 

Then  Nora,  looking  up  through  the  vacant 
casement,  Avhere,  out  of  the  bleak^space  of  uni- 
versal gloom,  the  invisible  wind  cag^  rusliing, 
saw  one  great  star  hanging  ther;s^B^rembling 
like  herself,  and  in  the  strange  rarefaction  of 
her  thoughts,  where  all  things  swam  with  unreal 
portents,  there  shaped  itself  the  drama  of  the 
star. 

And  with  her  delicate  thin  voice  she  told  the 
little  listening  wretches  how  once  that  star  they 
could  all  see  was  one  of  the  Little  People,  and 
wandering  on  the  edge  of  a  meadow  too  soon 
after  sunset,  it  suddenly  slipped  into  the  great 
sky.  It  cried  at  first,  and  then  with  its  tears  it 
began  to  shine  and  shine ;  and  when  its  folk 
missed  it  from  the  heart  of  the  yellow  cowslip 
they  saw  it  looking  softly  out  of  the  bright  deep 
of  the  Avest,  and  they  all  began  to  lift  up  their 
little  hands  to  pull  it  down  again  ;  but  the  great 
sky  went  draAving  off  and  off,  and  drew  it  over 
the  edge  of  the  earth  Avith  it :  and  the  next 
night  it  A\as  a  star.  And  it  A\'as  the  time,"  said 
Nora,  "that  the  little  broAvn  bird  begins  to  sing 
in  the  hedge,  at  home  in  the  old  country.  Then 
every  night,  after  a  Avhile,  the  star  lingered  lon- 
ger in  the  heaA^ens,  and  gathered  all  the  evening 
light  into  itself,  and  the  Little  People  used  to 
flock  beneath  it  and  toss  up  Avhole  armfuls  of 
the  fragrance  of  the  flowers ;  and  in  return  it 
lent  them  the  evening  dew.  Then  at  last  the 
Avinter  Avcather  came,  and  the  Little  Peo])le  were 
all  asleep  at  the  roots  of  the  lilies  and  violets ; 
and  the  sweet  brown  bird  sang  no  more,  but  had 
bunched  up  its  feathers  in  cliill  and  blown  aAA-ay 
with  the  rose-leaA-es.  And  the  young  star  set 
out  to  Avalk  through  frozen  fields  and  among  a 
strange  people  Avhose  language  it  did  not  knoAV. 
And  there  came  a  great  Avind  roaring  on  its 
Avav,  and  it  shook  the  young  star,  Avho  shivered 
and  trembled  and  fluttered  Avith  fear,  but  could 
not  shake  it  out  of  the  sky.  For  it  held  on. 
Because  it  kncAv  its  folk  all  Avcre  hidden  under 
the  snoAv  upon  the  fields ;  and  it  could  hear,  be- 
sides, high  uj)  in  the  air,  the  clear,  loud  ringing 
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of  the  Christmas  bells  that  night.  But  the  path 
it  traveled  was  so  dismal  that  the  young  star 
could  not  see  to  take  a  step,  and  it  was  all  alone ; 
and  at  length  it  paused  a  moment  and  looked 
down.  And  it  looked  in  at  a  great  open  win- 
dow-place far  away  upon  the  outside  of  the  Avorld, 
and  saw  some  poor  children  quaking  with  the 
cold — oh,  such  sad  and  dreadful  cold  !  And  the 
star  thought  how  it  had  rays  that  it  could  send 
out,  wide  yellow  rays,  such  as  the  sun  has  when 
he  soaks  the  purple  leaves  of  the  wild  flag  in  the 
swamp  till  they  burn  and  glisten ;  and  it  said, 
'  I  will  try  and  warm  these  poor  children.'  And 
its  heart  beat  with  pity  so  that  one  could  sec  it. 
So  it  hung  there,  and  filled  itself  with  the  soft 
fire  it  had,  and  made  itself  warm,  and  kept  strip- 
ping off  the  beautiful  rays  it  had,  and  throwing 
them  down  through  the  black,  empty  window- 
place,  that  they  might  cherish  the  poor  children. 
For  they  had  no  fire  upon  their  hearth,  and  no- 
thing but  the  roof  above  them.  But  the  star 
had  no  right  to  stay,  even  for  that ;  it  was  not 
set  down  in  its  p:ut ;  it  should  have  gone  on 
stc})  by  step,  as  it  could,  till  the  kind  sun  had 
come  to  light  its  way.  And  while  it  shone  there 
it  began  to  feel  a  strange  cold  brightness  come 
to  and  fro  before  it,  like  ghostly  gleams  of  un- 
seasonable dawning  in  the  dead  of  dark.  And 
the  star  looked,  and  lol  the  great  spirits  with  the 
broad  swords  were  upon  it,  swooi)ing  in  speed, 
wheeling  nearer  the  shining  blades,  and  clapping 
the  awful  wings  before  their  eyes  as  they  came. 
And  in  haste  the  star  started  up  to  go,  still  strip- 
ping off  the  rays  as  it  went,  to  throw  abroad. 
And  all  at  once  it  shivered  and  shook  and 
fluttered  with  fear  again,  and  the  glow  of  the 
vast  wings  flew  upon  it  and  covered  it,  and 
the  star  trembled  and  turned  and  fell  out  of 
heaven." 

"And  what  became  of  her,  Nora,  darlint?" 
questioned  Johnny,  feebly,  when  the  voice  was 
still.     But  Nora  did  not  reply. 

"  What  happened  till  her,  honey  ?  Can't  ye 
be  saying?" 

But  Nora  said  no  more. 

*'Sure  it's  there  she  do  be  twinkling  in  the 
windy  all  the  time,  like  a  great  jewel  to  hang  on 
the  forehead  of  the  blessed  Mother  of  God.  Oh, 
it's  sick  1  am  !"  cried  Johnny.  "  I'll  be  trying 
to  kape  down  my  stomach  till  the  cramps  takes 
me,  an'  the  heart  is  jumping  in  the  troat  of  me ! 
Spake  again,  Nora!  Bejazes,  are  ye  going  to 
spake  to  me  no  more  at  all,  at  all  ?" 

And,  as  the  silence  reigned,  with  the  whole 
strength  that  he  had  the  boy  set  up  a  hoarse,  in- 
termittent cry. 

How  long  and  at  what  inten^als  Johnny  had 
called  and  cried  he  never  knew. 

But  suddenly  —  it  might  have  been  at  two 
o'clock  of  the  morning — a  lantern's  light  flared 
over  him,  and  a  voice,  resounding  in  as  spirited 
an  oath  of  utter  amazement,  compassion,  and  j 
consternation  as  could  be  uttered  and  compress 
ed  in  one,  made  the  iced  air  ring  again. 

"  What's  your  name,  boy?"  cried  Reed  Dun 
rov. 


"Freezing  to  death!"  said  Johnny,  reiterat- 
ing his  cry  of  the  last  hour  or  more. 

"  Here,  taste  this,  then,"  said  Reed,  peremp- 
torily.     "  How  many  are  there  of  you  ?" 

"The  place  do  be  full  of  sperrits,"  quavered 
he,  as  the  lantern-slide  fell  and  let  the  cold  au- 
rora fill  the  air  Avith  a  shining  glory  again 

"  Take  another  pull ;  that'll  put  the  spirits 
into  you.  Here,  mates!"  And  at  the  word 
three  or  four  men  came  np  the  stairs.  "  Jan- 
vrin,  you're  the  stoutest,  take  the  woman.  She's 
torpid.  I  reckon  they  all  are  but  this  chap  in 
such  a  dashed  ice-house.  There's  an  armful 
apiece  for  the  rest  of  you.  Now,  my  little  man, 
you've  found  your  feet.  There's  a  fire  in  the 
watch-house  at  least." 

"  I'll  not  be  going  to  the  watch !"  whimpered 
Johnny. 

"  But  there's  a  fire  there,  and  there'll  be  blank- 
ets and  things  to  eat  presently,"  said  Reed,  coax- 
ingly.  "What's  this  bed?  Here's  somebody 
comfortable  enough;"  and  he  lifted  the  youn- 
gest boy  from  under  Nora,  where,  the  sweet  dew 
of  sleep  making  his  curling  locks  heavy,  he  lay 
all  flushed  and  rosy  and  warm  with  life.  As 
the  young  man  lifted  him  something  rolled  awny 
from  its  hiding-place  in  the  little  clothes,  and  he 
picked  it  up,  looking  at  it  in  a  perplexed  way 
till  he  remembered  the  child  whom  he  had  set  to 
rights  in  the  morning  after  her  tumble  in  the 
snow. 

"I'll  be  blest,"  said  he,  "if  that's  not  one 
of  Kate's  nuts.  She  knows  'em  th^.  She'll 
help  about  'em.  Somebody  must.  It's  an  in- 
fernal shame  in  a  town  like  this !  There,  urchin, 
you  take  little  Pat  along." 

"He  was  kirsteneJ  Michael,  Sir." 

"Well,  Michael,  you  take  the  urchin,  and 
hurry  up  after  the  men,"  said  Reed,  pushing 
him  on.  "I'll  take  the  little  girl  myself.  God  I 
she's  ice.  Here,  cliild!  Here,  child!"  And 
he  began  to  pour  his  restorative  over  the  stony 
lips,  and  to  rub  her  hands  and  forehead  with  its 
precious  drops.  "Wake  up!  wake  up!"  he 
cried.  "  She's  clod-heavy.  She's  a  log.  She's 
frozen  to  death !"  And  tearing  oft'  his  great  buf- 
falo-robe over-coat,  he  wound  it  again  and  again 
about  her,  and  half  running,  half  leaping  down 
the  stairs,  was  in  the  street. 

The  watch-house  was  no  place  in  which  to  re- 
vive this  delicate  child.  Where  should  he  take 
her?  Mrs.  Gisborne  would  be  sitting  up  for 
Kate.  Just  as  the  thought  struck  him  a  sleigh 
came  rapidly  dashing  down  the  street,  a  mile 
ahead,  it  seemed,  of  all  the  others.  Reed  dart- 
ed forward  with  a  cry.  Mr.  Symonds  raised  the 
lash.  But  at  the  voice  and  the  u})lifted  arm 
the  horse  knew  his  master,  and  staid  himself, 
with  quivering  flanks  and  obstinate  head,  till 
Reed  had  thrown  himself  in  with  his  load  and 
seized  the  reins,  when  he  flew  forward  at  a  speed 
Mr.  Symonds  had  not  dared  ask  of  him.  They 
stopped  at  Mrs.  Gisborne's  door.  Reed  tossed 
down  the  reins  over  the  dasher  and  sprung  out, 
heedless  of  who  followed,  and  entered  the  open 
door.     Mr.  Symonds  played  the  courteous  gal- 
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lant  again,  and  then,  filled,  it  must  be  confessed, 
with  curiosity,  covered  the  horse  with  the  bhmk- 
ets  and  stepped  in  after  Kate. 

The  great  buffalo  over-coat  was  thrown  upon 
the  floor;  Mrs.  Gisborne  was  kneeling  on  one 
side.  Reed  upon  the  other,  between  tliem,  half 
undressed  and  white  as  a  piece  of  alabastrine 
scul])ture,  lay  a  little  dead  girl. 

Kate  looked  from  one  to  another,  as  if  some 
terrible  dream  suddenly  ojipressed  her,  and  in- 
stead of  the  genial  warmth  and  welcome  she  had 
expected,  an  arrow  of  chill  pierced  her  heart. 
She  drew  back  as  if  her  foot  had  faltered  on  the 
brink  of  her  own  grave. 

"It's  no  use.  Reed,"  said  Mrs.  Gisborne. 
"There's  no  life  here.  There  hasn't  been  any 
this  two  hours.  The  very  blood  is  frozen  in  her 
veins.  She's  a  clod  of  ice.  A  poor  little  clod 
of  the  valley.  The  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 
Oh,  poor  thing !  poor  thing !  what  if  it  had  been 
my  Kate  ?"  And  the  mother  took  little  Nora  in 
her  arms,  rocking  to  and  fro  upon  the  floor. 

"Where  did  you  find  her?"  asked  Mr.  Sy- 
monds,  then,  very  much,  constrained  by  such  a 
scene  and  fidgeting  to  be  gone,  yet  scarcely  know- 
ing how  to  retire. 

Reed  wheeled  upon  him  and  faced  the  man. 

"I  found  her,"  said  he,  with  a  pealing  voice, 
"in  the  shanty  behind  the  grain  store  on  the 
wharf,  whose  owner  had  removed  the  doors  and 
windows.  I  heard  a  child  crying  as  I  went  home 
from  duty  to  which  I  had  been  summoned,  saw 
something  odd  about  the  place,  went  in,  and 
found  the  villain's  work.  When  he  confronts 
this  little  soul,"  said  the  indignant  Reed,  "  if 
there's  any  justice  in  things,  he'll  find  a  place 
not  where  he  can  freeze,  but  where  he'll  burn ! 
To-day  though,  Mrs.  Gisborne,"  continued  he, 
turning  to  her  with  an  air  of  the  most  supreme 
and  superb  contempt  for  his  subject,  "he  was 
probably  kicked  down  stairs  for  his  pains,  if 
blood  and  glass  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  can  tell 
any  story.  And  that  is  why  he  wears  his  face 
harlequined  with  court-plaster  at  this  moment !" 

Kate  looked  up  in  sudden  astonishment.  Mr. 
Symonds,  in  the  war-paint  of  his  gashes  and  their 
plasters,  slunk  away. 

"Oh  hush!  hush!"  she  dryly  sobbed,  putting 
out  her  trembling  hands.  "  I  have  been  sitting 
beside  a  murderer  all  this  night!" 

As  Kate's  lip  closed  Mr.  Symonds  was  sure 
of  his  fate.  He  darted  upon  Reed  a  look  as  full 
of  venom  as  an  aspic's  ;  but  Reed  in  a  transport 
of  rage  shook  his  fist  in  his  face,  and  then  seiz- 
ing him  by  the  shoulder  shoved  him  through 
the  door.  The  horse,  left  untied,  had' trotted 
off  to  his  stable.  ' '  Taste  what  you  gave ! "  cried 
Reed,  and  shot  the  bolt. 

Mrs.  Gisborne  took  the  piteous  pallid  image 
away  then  to  dress  it  for  its  supreme  repose,  while 
Kate  hastened  to  bring  down  the  garments  of 
her  own  childhood  that  had  been  long  since  put 
away  unsoiled.  It  was  soon  done,  though  rev- 
erently, for  the  little  temple,  though  deserted  by 
its  deity,  was  still  sacred.  Then  Mrs.  Gisborne 
went  and  brought  Reed  back  with  her,  what 


time  Kate  lighted  a  little  taper  at  her  head   as 
the  child  would  have  liked  to  have  it. 

All  the  room  was  dark  save  that  one  spot  of 
light,  and  it  fell  upon  the  child's  patient  face, 
on  the  little  hands  crossed  over  the  breast,  and 
made  the  forehead  shine  out  of  the  surrounding 
gloom  like  the  star  she  had  seen  that  night  in 
heaven.  Reed  went  gently  to  Kate's  side,  and 
gently  after  a  moment  his  hand  stole  over  hers. 
The  gate  of  the  great  eternities  was  open  before 
them  as  they  stood,  so  that  they  seemed  to  sec 
the  spirit  of  little  Nora  fleeing  through  it ;  and 
there  in  the  presence  of  such  immutable  witness 
as  the  open  gate  allowed,  as  if  their  hearts  at  last 
were  bare  to  each  other  as  to  God,  Reed's  seek- 
ing eyes  asked  a  silent  question,  and  Kate's  re- 
turned a  silent  answer. 

It  was  an  April  afternoon  some  four  months 
after  this.  The  ice  had  left  the  river,  the  snow 
had  melted  from  the  hills,  the  sod  on  little  No- 
ra's grave  was  green  with  warm  velvet  verdure 
and  sprinkled  with  sunbeams,  the  soft  wind  ev- 
ery where  crept  heavy  with  fragrance. 

A  coach  which  Mrs.  Gisborne  had  tearfully  de- 
clined to  enter,  renewing  her  protestations  long 
after  its  departure,  had  come  and  borne  Aunt 
Nancy  away  in  festive  attire.  Kate  had  loitered 
down  the  back  stairs  and  walked  off,  at  last,  blush- 
ing under  her  silver-gray  veil,  and  arm  in  arm 
with  Reed  Dunroy — Reed  Dunroy,  who  was  look- 
ing far  finer  than  working  days  allow,  and  was 
wearing  a  white  rose  in  his  button-hole.  Mrs. 
Gisborne  meanwhile  knit  and  rocked  herself 
with  fury.  It  seemed  a  long  afternoon  to  her, 
choking  down  her  happy  bubble  of  excitement 
under  the  phlegmatic  demeanor  that  she  n spired 
to  wear  unbroken,  but  was  in  reality  only  the 
lapse  of  half  an  hour  before  Aunt  Nancy's  char- 
iot whirled  up  to  the  door  again,  and  that  lady 
blustered  in,  full  of  how  it  went  off. 

Mrs.  Gisborne  was  cutting  cake  into  square 
pieces  of  nightmare  then.  She  left  off  a  min- 
ute while  Aunt  Nancy  went  to  lay  aside  her 
bonnet,  and  Kate  stole  in,  just  as  she  went  out, 
shy  and  scared  and  blushing,  and  laid  a  little 
hand  beside  her  mother's  on  the  table,  and  si- 
lently suffered  her  to  see  how  its  ring  glittered 
fresh  from  the  priest's  blessing.  Somebody  com- 
ing behind  her  then,  raised  the  hand  and  kissed 
the  ring.  Mrs.  Gisborne  surveyed  them  both 
herself  with  mild  satisfaction,  but  discreetly  at 
that  point  deposited  a  generous  piece  of  her  bar- 
barous dainty  in  the  little  greedy  palm  of  John- 
ny Considine,  long  since  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Reed  Dunroy's  equerry,  and  now  standing  be- 
side her,  very  busy  with  a  pair  of  eager  eyes. 

"Wedding-cake  is  so  much  nicer  than  dough- 
nuts!" said  she,  with  merry  meaning  in  her 
mother's  malice.  "Ah,  Kate!  I'm  older  than 
you.  I  never  set  out  but  I  carried  a  thing 
through.  Yes,  yes,"  said  she,  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  repress  one  little  crow  of  triumph,  "Mrs. 
Gisborne's  had  her  way,  and  now  Mrs.  Dunroy 
shall  have  hers  the  rest  of  her  life.  Reed  said 
you  would  come  home  with  him  that  night!" 
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OCTOBER. 

I  HE  swollen  grapes  upon  the  vine 
Seem  bursting  with  their  purple  wine, 
And  underneath  the  scattered  leaves  remind  me  of  the  year's  decline. 


T 


A  languor  fills  these  Autumn  days,  . 
And  mellower  shine  the  sun's  soft  rays; 
Beside  the  stream  the  golden  reed  with  listless  motion  idly  sways. 

Her  silver  threads  the  spider  weaves ;  ' 

Ungarnered  stand  the  yellow  sheaves; 
And  burn  like  tongues  of  lurid  flame  the  glowing  maple's  crimson  leaves. 

Like  ships  becalmed  the  white  clouds  lie 
Along  the  dim  horizon  sky, 
And  flocks  of  birds  that  southward  roam  on  restless  wing  go  sailing  by. 

Down  looking  from  this  wooded  steep 
I  see  the  sinuous  river  creep 
Past  sheltered  farms ;   and  far  away,  cloaked  with  pale  mist,  the  mountains  sleep. 

How  diflferent  seems  this  painted  scene. 
Decked  like  a  gorgeous  Indian  queen, 
Than  when  I  viewed  it  last  clothed  in  the  Summer's  shining  robe  of  green. 

Then  had  the  flags  of  war  not  flown, 
The  charging  trumpets  had  not  blown. 
Nor  out  of  smiling  Peace  had  then  the  jarring  crash  of  battle  grown. 

The  winds  that  kissed  the  bearded  grain 
Passed  not  o'er  mangled  heaps  of  slain ; 
How  strangely  like  the  hue  of  blood  is  yon  bright  blossom's  crimson  stain  I 

The  clouds  which  then  from  heaven  looked  down 
Saw  not  the  close  beleaguered  town — 
Saw  not  upon  the  circling  heights  the  grimy-throated  cannon  frown. 

Nor  heard  from  battle-plains  arise. 
Uplifted  to  the  shuddering  skies. 
The  ringing  shout,  the  feeble  moans,  the  piercing,  anguish-laden  cries. 

Three  times  have  burned  the  maple  leaves. 
Thrice  have  we  bound  the  ripened  sheaves, 
And  still  the  blood-red  tide  of  war  with  restless  surging  motion  heaves. 

With  even  steps  come  round  the  years 
Despite  our  smiles  or  bitter  tears ; 
With  Spring  the  purple  violet  blows ;   the  yellow  leaf  with  Fall  appears. 

Our  yearning  hearts  await  the  day 
That  yet  shall  shine  with  purest  ray, 
When  from  our  stricken  land  this  troublous  cloud  of  war  shall  pass  away. 

Then  shall  this  night  of  sorrow  cease, 
And  into  broadest  noon  increase. 
And  guilt  and  cruel  wrong  shall  fade,  and  Freedom  dawn  with  lasting  Peace 
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SCENES  IN  THE  WAE  OF  1812. 


XI.— PRIVATEERING. 

ALLUSION  has  been  made  occasionally  to 
privateering,  or  legalized  piracy,  as  prac- 
ticed by  the  belligerents  during  the  war  we  are 
considering.  A  full  history  of  that  important 
branch  of  the  United  States  naval  service  during 
that  war  would  occupy  two  ponderous  volumes. 
I  propose  to  give  a  general  outline  of  the  most 
prominent  events  of  that  service  in  a  single  chap- 
ter. Privateering  was  sanctioned  at  that  time 
by  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  general  senti- 
ment of  mankind ;  and  considerations  of  expe- 
diency recommended  that  system  of  war  for  a 
nation  like  the  United  States,  having  but  a  feeble 
navy,  when  contending  with  a  nation  like  that 
of  Great  Britain,  having  not  only  a  powerful 
navy  but  a  widely-extended  commercial  marine. 
Yet  there  were  many  persons  eminent  in  public 
affairs  whose  consciences  could  not  sanction  a 
system  which  would  seem  to  place  the  patriotic 
American  seaman  on  a  level  with  the  maraud- 
ing buccaneer.  The  pen  (and  the  prestige  of 
the  name)  of  Thomas  Jefferson  was  employed  in 
the  task  of  reconciling  the  people  to  a  measure 
which,  it  was  perceived,  would  add  immense  pow- 
er to  the  force  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

Jefferson  argued  with  his  usual  vigor  and  ef- 
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feet.  "What  is  war?"  he  asked.  " It  is  sim- 
ply a  contest  between  nations  of  trying  which 
can  do  the  most  harm,"  he  answered.  Again  he 
asked  and  answered — "Who  carries  on  the  war? 
Armies  are  formed  and  navies  manned  by  indi- 
viduals. What  produces  peace  ?  The  distress 
of  individuals.  What  difference  to  the  sufferer 
is  it  that  his  property  is  taken  by  a  national  or 
a  private  armed  vessel  ?  Did  our  merchants, 
who  have  lost  nine  hundred  and  scA'enteen  ves- 
sels by  British  captures,  feel  any  gratification 
that  most  of  them  were  taken  by  their  Majesty's 
men-of-war  ?  Were  the  spoils  less  rigidly  ex- 
acted by  a  seventy-four  gun  ship  than  by  a  pri- 
vateer of  four  guns,  and  were  not  all  equally 
doomed?  In  the  United  States  every  possible 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  privateering 
in  time  of  war  with  a  commercial  nation.  We 
have  tens  of  thousands  of  seamen  that  without 
it  would  be  destitute  of  the  means  of  support, 
and  useless  to  their  country.  Our  national  ships 
are  too  few  in  number  to  give  employment  to 
one-twentieth  part  of  them,  or  retaliate  the  acts 
of  the  enemy.  By  receiving  private  armed  ves- 
sels the  whole  naval  force  of  the  nation  is  truly 
brought  to  bear  on  the  foe ;  and  while  the  con- 
test lasts,  that  it  may  have  a  speedy  termina- 
tion, let  every  individual  contribute  his  mite  in 
the  best  way  he  can  to  distress  and  harass  the 
enemy,  and  compel  him  to  peace." 
— So  argued  and  Avrote  Thomas 
Jefferson,  the  founder  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  then  administering 
the  national  government,  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  declaration  of 
war  against  Great  Britain.  Con- 
gress had  already,  in  the  act  de- 
claring war,  sanctioned  the  busi- 
ness of  privateering  by  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  issue  to  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  commissions,  or  letters  of 
marque  and  general  rej)risals,  in 
such  a  form  as  he  should  think 
proper.  The  President  was  not 
tardy  in  issuing  such  commissions 
and  letters  ;  and  Congress  from 
time  to  time  legislated  in  favor 
of  privateers.     Very  soon  swift- 
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sailing  brigs  and  schooners  were  fitted  out  in 
New  EIngland  ports,  and  with  those  of  New 
York,  Phihidelphia,  and  Baltimore,  went  out 
on  tlic  high  seas  in  search  of  ])lunder,  first  along 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States  and  among  the 
West  India  Islands,  and  afterward  in  European 
waters.  Before  the  middle  of  autumn  New  York 
and  Baltimore  alone  had  sent  out  forty-two  priva- 
teers, many  letters  of  marque,  and  quite  a  large 
number  of  armed  pilot-boats.  The  former  usu- 
ally carried  from  six  to  ten  guns  and  forty  or 
fifty  men  each  besides  officers,  all  armed  with 
muskets,  cutlasses,  and  boarding-jjikes.  The 
pilot-boats  usually  carried  a  single  long  gun, 
mounted  on  a  swivel  in  the  centre,  and  this  was 
called  "Long  Tom."  They  also  carried  about 
fifty  men  each.  These  vessels  were  all  commis- 
sioned to  "burn,  sink,  and  destroy"  the  ))roj)er- 
ty  of  the  enemy  wherever  it  might  be  found,  ei- 
ther on  the  high  seas  or  in  British  ports.  The 
apprehensions  of  the  better  informed  classes  of 
England,  that  Great  Britain  had  more  to  lose 
than  gain  by  a  war  with  the  United  States,  were 
soon  realized,  and  the  disappointment  and  cha- 
grin of  the  Ministry  could  not  be  concealed, 

Salem  in  Massachusetts,  which  became  fa- 
mous for  the  privateers  during  the  war,  seems 
to  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  received 
the  first  prize  captured  by  a  private  armed  ves- 
sel of  the  United  States  after  the  declaration  of 
war.  This  occurred  on  the  10th  of  July,  or 
''about  three  weeks  after  that  declaration,  when 
thearmedschoonerFa7«e,  Captain  Webb,  brought 
into  that  port  a  captured  British  timber-ship  of 
tliree  hundred  tons  burden,  and  another  of  two 
hundred  tons  loaded  with  tar.  On  the  same 
day  the  privateer  Dash  of  Baltimore,  Captain 
Conway,  bound  on  a  cruise,  entered  Hampton 


COMMODORE   BARNKY. 

Vol.  XXIX.— No.  173.— Rr 


Roads  and  there  captured  the  British  Govern- 
ment schooner  Whitnej/,  Lieutenant  IMaycy,  Avho 
was  bearing  dispatches  from  London  to  Wash- 
ington. 

On  the  14th  of  July  a  stanch  privateer  of 
Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  named  the  Madison, 
fell  in  with  a  British  transport  ship  from  Hali- 
fax bound  to  St.  John's.  She  had  been  under 
convoy  of  the  Indian,  a  British  sloop  of  war, 
which  had  just  given  chase  to  the  Pallij  and  Dol- 
])hin,  two  American  privateers.  The  Madison 
pounced  on  and  captured  the  transport,  which, 
with  the  cargo,  was  valued  at  |50,000.  She 
was  sent  into  Gloucester.  On  the  following 
day  the  Indian,  after  ciiasing  the  I^o////  for  some 
time,  manned  her  launch  and  several  boats,  and 
sent  them  to  capture  the  fugitive.  The  I^olly 
resisted  so  gallantly  that  she  caused  the  launch 
to  strike  her  colors.  By  this  time  the  Indian 
was  almost  within  gunshot,  when  the  J'o//jj  took 
to  her  sweeps  and  esca))ed.  The  Madison  soon 
afterward  captured  a  British  ship  with  twelve 
guns,  name  not  given,  and  the  brig  Eliza  of  six 
guns. 

On  the  1 8th  of  July  thcletter-of-marque  schoon- 
er Falcon,  of  Baltimore,  armed  with  four  guns 
and  sixteen  men,  fought  the  British  cutter i/ero, 
five  guns  and  fifty-five  men,  on  the  coast  of 
France,  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  drove  her 
off".  On  the  follov^ing  day  the  Falcon  was  at- 
tacked by  a  British  privateer  of  six  guns  and 
forty  men.  She  resisted  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
when,  her  captain  being  killed  and  several  of 
her  crew  wounded,  she  struck  her  colors  and 
was  taken  into  a  Guernsey  port.  The  first  prize 
that  arrived  at  Baltimore  was  a  British  schoon- 
er laden  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  valued  at  $8000. 
She  was  captured  by  the  Dolphin.  This  was  on 
the  2Gth  of  July.  A  little  more  than  a 
month  had  elapsed  since  the  declaration 
of  Avar,  yet  within  that  time  such  displays 
of  American  valor  had  been  made  on  the 
sea  that  the  British  began  to  feel  some  re- 
spect for  their  new  foe  on  that  element. 
During  the  month  of  July  more  than  fifty 
vessels  were  taken  from  the  British  In- 
American  privateers,  and  brought  into  the 
harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Toward  the  middle  of  July  seven  priva- 
teers sailed  from  Baltimore  on  a  cruise. 
One  of  them  was  the  swift  clipper-built 
schooner  Rossie,  fourteen  guns  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  commanded  by 
the  veteran  Commodore  Barney.  His 
manuscript  Journal  of  that  and  a  second 
cruise  lies  before  me,  and  bears  evidence 
that  it  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  voy- 
ages on  record.  He  sailed  from  Balti- 
more on  the  12th  of  July  (1812),  left  Cape 
Henry  on  the  15th,  and  cruised  along  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  United  States  for  for- 
ty-five days  without  entering  port.  He  was 
^  almost  daily  capturing  English  vessels, 
chasing  and  being  chased,  and  informing 
all  American  vessels  that  fell  in  his  way 
of  the  beginning  of  war. 


598 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Nine  davs  after  he  left  Baltimore,  July  22, 
Barney  fell  in  with  tlie  brig  Nyvt])h,  of  Newbury- 
port,  and  seized  her  for  viohiting  the  non-im- 
portation act.  On  the  following  day  the  Rossie 
was  chased  by  a  British  frigate,  which  hurled 
twenty-five  shots  after  her,  but  without  effect. 
The  Rossie  outsailed  the  frigate  and  escaped.  Six 
days  afterward,  July  30,  she  was  chased  by  an- 
other frigate,  and  again  outsailed  the  pursuer. 
On  the  following  day  Barney  took  and  burned 
the  ship  Princess  Royal,  and  the  day  following 
took  and  manned  the  ship  Kitty. 

On  the  2d  of  August  Barney  took  and  burned 
the  brigs  Fame  and  Devonshire  and  schooner 
Squid;  and  on  the  same  day  he  captured  the 
brig  Two  Brothers,  put  on  board  of  her  sixty  of 
his  prisoners,  and  ordered  her  as  a  cartel  to  St. 
Johns,  New  Brunswick,  to  effect  an  exchange 
for  as  many  American  prisoners.  Barney  sent 
his  compliments  to  Admiral  Sawyer,  the  British 
commander  on  the  Halifax  station,  desired  him 
to  treat  tlie  prisoners  well,  and  assured  him  very 
coolly  that  he  would  soon  send  him  another 
ship-load  of  captives  for  exchange.  On  the 
next  day  he  took  and  sunk  the  brig  Henry  and 
schooners  Race-Horse  and  Halifax,  captured  and 
manned  the  brig  William,  and  added  forty  pris- 
oners to  the  number  on  board  the  Two  Brothers. 
On  the  9th  of  August  he  captured  the  ship  Jenny 
of  twelve  guns  after  a  brief  action,  and  on  the 
following  day  he  seized  the  Rebecca  of  Saco  from 
London  for  a  breach  of  the  non-importation 
law.  On  the  28th  he  seized  the  Euphrates,  of 
New  Bedford,  for  the  same  reason,  and  on  the 
30th  of  August  he  ran  into  Narraganset  Bay 
and  anchored  off  Newport.  During  his  cruise 
of  forty-five  days  he  seized  and  captured  four- 
teen vessels,  nine  of  which  he  destroyed.  Their 
aggregate  capacity  amounted  to  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fourteen  tons,  and  they  were 
manned  by  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  men. 
The  estimated  value  of  his  prizes  was  $1,289,000. 

Barney  remained  in  Newport  until  the  7th  of 
September,  when  the  Rossie  started  on  another 
cruise.  On  the  9th  she  was  chased  by  British 
ships  of  war,  but  by  superior  speed  she  soon  left 
them  out  of  sight.  On  the  12th  she  was  chased 
by  an  English  frigate  for  six  hours,  when  she 
too  was  left  so  far  behind  that  she  gave  up  the 
pursuit.  Four  days  afterward  she  fell  in  with 
and  captured  the  British  armed  packet  Princess 
Amelia.  They  had  a  severe  engagement  for 
almost  an  hour  at  pistol-shot  distance  most  of  the 
time.  Mr.  Long,  Barney's  first-lieutenant,  was 
severely  wounded,  and  six  of  the  crew  injured 
but  not  so  badly.  The  Piincess  Amelia  lost  her 
captain,  sailing-master,  and  one  seaman  killed, 
and  the  master's  mate  and  six  seamen  were 
wounded.  The  Rossie  suffered  in  her  rigging 
and  sails  but  not  in  her  hull,  while  the  Princess 
Amelia  was  terribly  cut  up  in  all. 

Barney  had  just  secured  his  prize  when  he  fell 
in,  on  the  same  day,  with  three  ships  and  an 
armed  brig.  From  the  latter  the  Rossie  received 
an  eighteen-pound  shot  through  her  quarter, 
which  wounded  a  man  and  lodged  in  the  pump. 


She  dogged  the  three  vessels  for  four  days  in 
hopes  of  seeing  them  separate,  thus  affording  her 
an  opportunity  to  pounce  on  one  of  them.  They 
kept  together,  and  Barney  gave  up  the  game. 
On  the  23d  he  spoke  the  privateer  Globe,  Captain 
Murphy,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  two  went  in 
search  of  the  three  ships,  but  could  not  find 
them.  On  the  8th  day  of  October,  while  they 
were  sailing  together,  they  captured  the  British 
schooner  Jubilee  and  sent  her  into  port.  On  the 
22d  Barney  seized  the  ship  Merrimac  for  a  vio- 
lation of  law.  She  was  laden  with  a  valuable 
cargo.  On  the  lOtli  of  November  he  returned 
to  Baltimore.  The  result  of  his  two  cruises  in 
the  Rossie  was  3G98  tons  of  shipping,  valued  at 
$1,500,000,  and  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
prisoners. 

The  Dolphin,  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Stafford, 
was  a  successful  privateer.  She  carried  twelve 
guns  and  one  hundred  men.  The  first  prize 
sent  into  Baltimore  after  the  declaration  of  war 
was  hers  ;  and  other  ports  received  her  captures. 
She  entered  Salem,  Massachusetts,  on  the  23d 
of  July,  after  a  cruise  of  twenty  days,  during 
Avhich  time  she  had  taken  six  vessels  without  re- 
ceiving  the  least  injury.  She  was  repeatedly 
chased  by  British  cruisers,  but  always  outsailed 
them. 

Captain  Stafford  was  remarkable  for  kindness 
of  manner  toward  his  prisoners.  Such  was  its 
power  that,  on  several  occasions  when  he  was 
compelled  to  use  sweeps  to  escape  from  the 
English  men-of-war,  they  volunteered  to  man 
them. 

The  privateer  Globe,  of  Baltimore,  Captain 
Murphy,  carrying  eight  guns  and  about  eighty 
men,  went  to  sea  on  the  24th  of  July  in  com- 
pany with  the  letter-of-marque  Cora.  On  the 
31st  of  that  month  she  chased  a  vessel  about 
three  hours,  when  she  was  within  gunshot,  and 
commenced  firing.  The  fugitives  hoisted  Brit- 
ish colors,  and  returned  the  fire  from  her  stern 
chasers,  consisting  of  two  9-pounders.  The  Globe 
could  only  bring  a  long  9  midships  to  bear  dur- 
ing an  action  of  about  forty  minutes,  for  it  was 
blowing  very  fresh  and  the  enemy  crowded  all 
sail.  The  Globe  finally  gained  on  her,  and 
j  commenced  firing  broadsides.  Her  antagonist 
returned  broadside  for  broadside,  until  the  Globe, 
getting  within  musket-shot  distance,  fired  dead- 
ly volleys  of  bullets.  After  a  brisk  engagement 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  at  close  quarters  the  Brit- 
ish vessel  struck  her  colors.  She  proved  to  be 
the  English  letter  of  marque,  Boyd,  from  New 
Providence  for  Liverpool,  mounting  two  guns. 
No  person  was  injured  in  either  ship.  The 
Boyds  boats  were  destroyed,  and  she  suffered 
much  in  hull  and  rigging.  The  Globe  suffered 
in  sails  and  rigging,  but  was  able,  after  sending 
her  prize  to  Philadelphia,  to  proceed  on  her 
cruise.  On  the  14:th  of  August  she  captured  a 
British  schooner  of  four  guns  laden  with  ma- 
hogany ;  and  a  few  days  afterward  she  arrived 
at  Hampton  Roads,  accompanied  by  a  large 
British  ship  carrying  twenty-two  guns,  riclily 
laden  and  bound  for  Glasgow,  which  she  cap- 
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turcd  not  far  from  the  Bermudas.  Having  se- 
cured her  prize  in  port  the  Globe  started  imme- 
diately on  another  cruise. 

The  Hujlijlyer,  Captain  Gavit,  of  Baltimore, 
was  another  successful  cruiser  on  private  account. 
She  was  armed  with  eight  guns  and  manned  by 
one  hundred  men.  She  left  Baltimore  early  in 
July,  and  on  the  2Gth  ca])tured  the  British 
schooner  Harriet,  in  ballast,  but  with  $-8000  in 
specie  on  board.  On  the  19th  of  August,  while 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Captain  Gavit  discovered 
the  Jamaica  fleet  of  merchantmen  and  gave 
chase.  He  soon  perceived  that  they  were  con- 
voyed by  a  British  frigate.  That  vessel  gave 
chase  to  the  li'icjhjhjer.  The  latter  outsailed 
her,  and  on  the  21st  pounced  upon  the  Diana, 
one  of  the  fleet,  and  captured  her.  She  was  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  and  loaded 
with  a  valuable  cargo  of  rum,  sugar,  coflee,  etc. 
Gavit  took  out  her  crew  and  sent  her  as  a  prize 
to  the  United  States. 

On  the  following  day  the  Highflyer  fell  in 
with  and  engaged  two  other  British  vessels  at 
half  gunshot  distance,  giving  them  about  sixty 
shot.  The  breeze  was  too  stiffs  to  allow  safety 
in  boarding  them,  and  so  he  hauled  off  and  left 
them.  These  were  the  Jamaica  of  Liverj)ool, 
and  Mary  Ann  of  London,  the  former  carrying  — 
guns  and  twenty-one  men,  and  the  latter  twelve 
guns  and  eighteen  men.  On  the  23d  the  Iliyh- 
y(yer  fell  upon  these  vessels  again,  the  wind  hav- 
ing moderated.  Her  ])eoj)le,  after  a  severe  can- 
nonading and  musket-firing  from  both  sides, 
boarded  the  Jamaica  and  captured  her.  The 
Mary  Ann  struck  her  colors  at  the  same  time. 

During  the  action  Captain  Gavit  was  shot 
through  the  right  arm  by  a  musket-ball,  and 
one  of  his  seamen  was  wounded  in  the  cheek. 
These  were  the  only  casualties,  excepting  the 
damage  (which  was  considerable)  done  to  sails 
and  rigging  of  the  Highflyer.  Her  antagonists 
were  severely  bruised,  and  several  of  the  seamen 
were  wounded.  Both  ships  were  richly  laden 
with  the  products  of  the  West  Indies. 

On  the  1st  of  August  the  privateer  Yankee, 
carrying  ten  guns,  while  cruising  along  the  coast 
of  Nova  Scotia,  fell  in  with  the  letter-of-marque 
Royal  Bounty,  also  carrying  ten  guns.  She  was 
a  fine  vessel  of  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  tons, 
and  manned  by  twenty-five  men.  The  Yankee 
had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  and  bearing  down 
upon  the  weather-quarter  of  the  Royal  Bounty, 
gave  her  a  division  broadside,  which  made  her 
quake  in  every  fibre.  Making  a  quick  move- 
ment she  gave  her  an  entire  broadside,  which 
was  returned  with  spirit. 

The  marines  of  the  Yankee  were  mostly  sharp- 
shooters, and  the  execution  was  terribly  galling. 
At  the  same  time  the  ship  was  well  managed, 
and  her  great  guns  were  making  havoc  with  her 
enemy's  sails  and  rigging.  The  Bounty's  helms- 
man was  killed,  and  she  became  so  unmanage- 
able that,  after  fighting  an  hour,  she  was  com- 
pelled to  surrender.  She  was  terribly  wounded ; 
all  her  boats  were  stove ;  and  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  round  shot,  of  various  kinds. 


went  through  her  rigging  and  sails,  or  lodged  in 
her  hull  and  spars. 

The  schooner  Shadow,  Captain  Taylor,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, had  a  severe  encounter  with  the  Brit- 
ish letter-of-marque  May,  Captain  Afiieck,  from 
Liverpool  bound  to  St.  Lucia,  carrying  fourteen 
guns  and  fifty  men.  At  noon,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  the  Shadoiv  discovered  the  May  and 
gave  chase.  It  continued  until  almost  sunset, 
when  an  action  was  fought.  At  six  o'clock, 
when  the  vessels  were  within  gunshot  of  each 
other,  the  May  commenced  firing  from  her  stern 
guns.  The  action  was  commenced  at  seven, 
and  at  half  past  seven  the  May  hoisted  a  light 
in  her  mizzen  rigging.  The  Shadoic  then  hailed 
her,  and  Captain  Taylor  ordered  her  to  send  her 
papers  on  board  of  his  vessel  that  he  might  ex- 
amine them.  This  was  only  partially  complied 
with.  Taylor  instantly  sent  a  boat's  crew  to 
the  ]\fay  with  a  demand  for  the  instant  surren- 
der of  all  the  papers.  The  British  captain  re- 
fused. He  sent  a  note  to  this  eflect  to  Captain 
Taylor,  stated  the  character  and  force  of  his 
vessel,  and  informed  him  that  a  change  of  min- 
istry had  taken  place  in  England,  and  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  had  been  rescinded.  Again 
Captain  Taylor  demanded  Afileck's  papers,  and 
again  they  were  refused.  At  half  past  eight 
o'clock  the  action  was  renewed.  The  night  was 
squally  and  dark.  The  vessels  kept  near  each 
other,  occasionally  exchanging  shots,  and  in  the 
morning  early  they  commenced  a  severe  fight. 
Captain  Taylor  was  shot  through  the  head  and 
instantly  killed ;  and  the  Shadoiv  was  so  much 
damaged  that  she  withdrew,  and  by  superior 
sailing  escaped  and  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  3d  of  August  the  schooner  A  tlas,  Cap- 
tain David  Maffit,  attacked  two  British  armed 
ships  at  the  same  time.  After  an  engagement 
of  about  an  hour  the  smaller  vessel  of  the  foe 
surrendered,  and  the  fire  of  the  Atlas  was  whol- 
ly directed  upon  the  larger  one.  Suddenly  the 
smaller  one,  notwithstanding  her  colors  were 
down,  again  opened  fire;  but  the  Atlas  soon 
silenced  her,  and  in  less  than  one  hour  and  a 
half  from  the  time  of  attack  both  vessels  were 
captured.  They  proved  to  be  the  ship  Pursuit, 
16  guns,  and  a  complement  of  35  men,  and  the 
ship  Planter,  20  guns  and  15  men.  They  were 
both  stored  with  valuable  cargoes  from  Surinam., 
and  bound  to  London.  They  were  sent  to  the 
United  States.  The  Atlas  was  badly  damaged 
in  the  contest. 

At  about  this  time  the  privateer  John,  Cap- 
tain Benjamin  Crowninshield,  of  Salem,  return- 
ed to  that  port  after  a  cruise  of  three  weeks, 
during  which  time  she  made  eleven  captures, 
some  of  which  were  sent  into  Marblehead.  All 
along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  and  the 
AVest  Indies  the  American  privateers  were  now 
exceedingly  active.  None  were  more  so  than 
the  Paid  Jones,  Captain  Hazard,  of  New  York. 
Within  a  very  short  space  of  time  she  captured 
fourteen  vessels  near  the  island  of  Porto  Rico, 
some  of  them  of  considerable  value ;  and  she 
obtained  a  crowning  glory  by  the  capture,  early 
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in  Au};ust,  of  the  British  ship  Hansa,  14  guns 
and  20  men,  sailing  from  Gibraltar  for  Havana, 
witli  wines  and  dry-goods  valued  at  $200,000. 
This  was  accomplislied  after  a  contest  of  half 
an  hour. 

One  of  the  boldest  of  the  privateersmen  was 
Cai)tain  Thomas  Boyle,  of  Baltimore,  who  sail- 
ed the  Comet,  of  14  guns  and  120  men.  One 
of  his  earliest  exploits  in  the  Comet  was  the  cap- 
ture, in  August,  1812,  of  the  British  ship  Ilo})e- 
n-c//,  carrying  14  guns  and  25  men.  She  was 
bound  from  Surinam  for  London  with  a  cargo 
valued,  with  the  ship,  at  $150,000.  The  two 
vessels  had  an  obstinate  combat,  but  the  Comet 
was  the  victor.  The  ])rize  was  sent  to  Balti- 
more. Of  the  Comet  and  her  Captain  we  shall 
have  more  to  say  hereafter. 

Another  active  and  successful  Baltimore  pri- 
vateer was  the  ?\vnsiich,  Captain  Lesely,  armed 
with  12  guns  and  carrying  about  100  men.  She 
was  one  of  the  fiimous  "Baltimore  clippers." 
On  the  27th  of  September,  when  cruising  near 
the  island  of  Martinique,  she  fell  in  with  a  Brit- 
ish ship  mounting  IG  guns,  with  about  200  troops 
on  board,  and  a  schooner  mounting  six  4-pound- 
ers,  and  manned  with  a  crew  of  about  50  or  GO 
men.  The  Nonsuch  ran  in  between  the  two  ves- 
sels, within  pistol-shot  of  each,  and  commenced 
a  hot  contest,  which  lasted  three  hours  and  twen- 
ty minutes.  It  was  a  fierce  fight.  The  guns 
of  the  No7isuch  (carronades)  became  much  heat- 
ed by  continual  firing.  Their  bolts  and  breach- 
ings  were  carried  away,  and  they  were  all  dis- 
mounted. Captain  Lesely  now  determined  to 
board  his  antagonists,  but  the  damage  done  to 
the  rigging  of  the  Nonsuch  so  disabled  her  that 
he  was  not  able  to  bring  her  alongside  for  the 
purpose.  In  consequence  of  this  disability  the 
two  vessels  escaped,  but  not  without  severe  pun- 
ishment. The  larger  sliip  was  much  damaged 
in  hull  and  rigging,  and  lost  23  of  her  men  kill- 
ed and  wounded.  The  schooner  was  also  much 
damaged.  The  performance  of  the  Nonsuch  was 
called  by  the  journals  of  the  day,  "gallant  but 
unprofitable  conduct."  The  British  spoke  of 
the  attack  upon  them  as  "exceedingly  brave." 
Several  persons  of  distinction  on  these  ships  were 
injured. 

The  privateer  Saratoga,  of  New  York,  Cap- 
tain Riker,  armed  with  18  guns  and  140  men, 
was  a  successful  cruiser.  In  the  autumn  of 
1812  she  captured  the  ship  Quebec,  IG  guns, 
from  Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  valued  at  6-300,000. 
In  December  following  she  had  a  desperate  fight 
off  La  Giiayra,  Venezuela.  It  was  on  the  10th 
of  that  month,  and  she  was  then  in  command 
of  Captain  Charles  W.  Wooster.  She  entered 
the  port  of  La  Guayra  on  the  9th,  but  was 
warned  off,  the  autliorities  being  neutral.  Go- 
ing out  of  the  bay,  she  captured  a  a'csscI  with 
goods  worth  $20,000;  and  at  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing on  the  following  day,  after  the  clearing  up 
of  the  fog,  slic  fell  in  with  tlio  brig  Rachel,  from 
Greenock,  Scotland,  which  mounted  12  guns 
and  carried  CO  men.  They  were  in  sight  of  the 
town,  and  almost  the  entire  ])0])ulation,  from 


the  beggar  to  the  commander,  turned  out  to  see 
the  conflict  from  the  house-tops.  The  combat 
was  quick  and  furious.  It  resulted  in  victory 
for  the  Saratof/a,  whose  loss  was  only  one  man 
slightly  wounded.  Tiie  Rachel  suffered  much. 
The  second  mate  was  the  only  officer  alive  after 
the  action. 

Such  is  a  brief  record  of  some  of  the  most 
prominent  events  in  the  history  of  American 
privateering  from  the  declaration  of  war  in  June, 
1812,  until  the  close  of  the  year.  The  record 
is  of  a  small  portion  of  the  swarm  of  ])rivate 
armed  vessels  which  were  out  at  the  beginning 
of  1813.  These  were  harassing  British  com- 
merce in  all  directions,  and  affording  powerful 
and  timely  aid  to  the  little  navy  of  the  Republic, 
The  business  was  recognized  as  legitimate,  use- 
fid,  and  practically  patriotic.  Merchants  and 
other  citiz3ns  of  the  higliest  respectability  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  Congress  passed  laws  to  encour- 
age it  by  the  allowance  of  liberal  privileges, 
making  ])rovision  for  jiensions  for  those  engaged 
in  the  service,  and  for  tlie  families  of  those  who 
might  be  lost  on  private  armed  vessels,  etc. 

The  history  of  American  privateering  in  1813 
opens  witli  a  letter  from  Captain  Shaler,  of  the 
private  schooner  Governor  Tomj)L-ins,  which  was 
armed  with  fourteen  carronades  and  one  Long 
Tom,  and  manned  by  about  a  hundred  and  for- 
ty men.  She  was  built  in  New  York,  and  was 
first  commanded  by  Captain  Skinner.  Shaler 
wrote  on  the  1st  of  January  that  on  the  25th  of 
December  he  chased  three  British  vessels,  which 
appeared  to  be  two  ships  and  a  brig.  The  larger 
he  took  to  be  a  transport  and  ran  down  to  attack 
her,  when  he  found  himself  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  a  large  frigate  which  had  been  complete- 
ly masked.  He  boldly  opened  fire  upon  her  and 
received  a  terrible  response.  Of  course  he  could 
not  sustain  a  contest  with  such  overwhelming 
odds,  so  he  spread  his  sails  to  fly.  He  was  suc- 
cessful. "  Thanks  to  her  heels,"  he  said,  "and 
the  exertions  of  my  brave  officers  and  crew,  I 
still  have  the  command  of  her."  He  got  out  all 
of  his  sweeps,  threw  overboard  all  the  lumber 
on  his  deck  and  about  two  thousand  pounds  of 
shot  from  the  after-hold,  and  at  half  past  five  in 
the  evening  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  pur- 
suers far  behind  heaving  about.  The  Tompkins 
lost  two  men  killed  and  six  wounded.  One  of 
the  former,  a  black  man  named  Johnson,  "ought 
to  be  registered  on  the  book  of  fiime,"  Ca])tain 
Shaler  wrote,  "  and  remembered  with  reverence 
as  long  as  bravery  is  considered  a  virtue."  A 
24-pound  shot  struck  him  in  the  hip  and  took 
away  all  the  lower  part  of  his  body.  In  this 
state  the  poor  brave  fellow  lay  on  the  deck,  and 
several  times  exclaimed  to  his  shipmates,  "  Fire 
away,  boys,  ncber  haul  de  color  down!"  Tlic 
other  man  killed  was  also  colored,  and  wounded 
in  a  sinnlar  manner.  "Several  times,"  says 
Shaler,  "he  requested  to  be  thrown  overboard, 
saying  lie  was  only  in  the  way  of  others.  "While 
America  has  such  sailors  she  has  little  to  fear 
from  the  tyrants  of  the  occasion." 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  Comet,  of  B;il- 
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timore,  and  her  brave  commander  Captain  Boyle. 
She  sailed  from  that  port  late  in  December, 
1812,  ]jassed  through  the  British  blockading 
squadron  on  a  dark  night,  and  went  on  a  cruise 
toward  the  coast  of  Brazil.  On  the  9th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1813,  she  was  off  the  harbor  of  Pernara- 
buco,  and  Boyle  was  informed  by  a  coaster  that 
some  British  vessels  were  about  to  sail  from 
that  port.  The  Comet  watched  until  the  l-lth, 
when,  a  little  past  noon,  four  sails  appeared. 
Boyle  waited  until  they  were  w^ell  clear  of  the 
land  and  then  gaA^e  chase.  The  Comet  was  a 
swift  clipper  and  soon  overhauled  them ;  and  at 
seven  in  the  evening,  having  prepared  for  action, 
she  hoisted  her  colors,  and  made  for  the  larger 
of  the  four  ships,  which  proved  to  be  a  Portu- 
guese brig,  mounting  twenty  heavy  guns  (32- 
poundcrs),  and  manned  by  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-five men.  She  was  convoying  three  English 
merchant-ships  laden  with  wheat,  and  warned 
Captain  Boyle  not  to  molest  them.  To  this  in- 
junction Boyle  replied  that  his  commission  au- 
thorized him  to  capture  them  if  he  could,  and 
that  the  Portuguese  marine  had  no  right  to  in- 
terfere. 

All  the  vessels  were  now  crowding  sail  with 
a  stiffening  breeze.  The  Comet  shot  past  the 
others,  summoned  the  Englishmen  to  heave  to, 
and  assured  them  if  they  did  not  he  would  open 
a  broadside  upon  them.  The  Portuguese  gave 
chase  to  the  Comet.  The  latter  tacked,  came 
alongside  of  the  merchantmen  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  and  so  distributed  a  heavy 
fire  that  she  wounded  all  three. 

The  Portuguese  suffered  severely  in  the  con- 
test which  followed,  for  the  quick  movements  of 
the  clipper  gave  her  great  advantage  of  position. 
The  combat  continued  until  an  hour  past  mid- 
night, when  the  moon  went  down  and  the  night 
became  dark  and  squally.  In  the  mean  time 
the  merchantmen  had  surrendered,  and  one  of 
them  was  taken  possession  of  by  Boyle.  At 
dawn  the  Portuguese  brig,  with  the  other  two 
English  vessels,  fled  for  Pernambuco,  while  the 
Comet  and  her  prize,  i\\Q.Boives^  proceeded  home- 
ward. She  soon  afterward  captured  the  Scotch 
ship  AdelpJiia,  and  outsailed  the  famous  British 
frigate  Surprise  that  gave  chase. 

On  the  6th  of  February  the  Comet  captured 
first  the  brig  Alexis^  of  Greenock,  and  soon  after- 
ward an  armed  brig  which  formed  part  of  a  con- 
voy for  nine  merchantmen  from  Demerara.  At 
the  same  time  another  man-of-war  called  the 
Swaggerer  appeared.  Boyle  was  anxious  to  get 
his  prizes  off,  and  he  amused  the  brig  until  that 
desired  end  was  accomplished.  In  the  mean 
time  he  added  the  Dommico,  a  Liverpool  packet, 
to  his  list  of  prizes.  When  tliey  were  fairly  on 
their  way  he  turned  his  heels  upon  the  Swag- 
gerer and  soon  outsailed  his  pursuer.  At  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  he  captured  the  schooner 
Jane,  and  before  sunset  he  lost  sight  of  the  Sivag- 
gerer  entirely. 

Soon  after  this  encounter  Boyle  turned  his 
face  homeward,  and  on  the  way  met  and  fought 
a  terrible  battle  for  eight  hours  with  the  British 


ship  Ilibernia,  eight  hundred  tons,  twenty-two 
guns,  and  a  full  complement  of  men.  The  Comet 
lost  three  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The 
Hihernia  lost  eight  killed  and  thirteen  wounded. 
The  Comet  put  into  Porto  Rico  for  repairs,  and 
the  Hihernia  into  St.  Thomas.  Both  were  much 
injured.  The  Comet  arrived  at  Baltimore  on  the 
17th  of  March. 

Boyle  was  not  long  on  land.  His  next  cruise 
was  in  the  beautiful  Chasseur,  a  privateer  brig, 
elegant  in  model  and  formidable  in  men  and 
arms.  She  was  the  fleetest  of  all  vessels,  and 
the  story  of  her  cruises  is  a  tale  of  romance  of 
the  most  exciting  kind.  She  seemed  as  ubiqui- 
tous as  the  "Phantom  Ship."  Sometimes  she 
was  in  the  We^t/Indies,  then  on  the  coasts  of 
Spain,  Portugal],  and  France,  and  then  in  the 
Irish  and  British  Channels,  spreading  the  wild- 
est alarm  among  England's  commercial  marine. 
So  much  was  she  feared  in  the  West  Indies  and 
the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  sea,  that  the  mer- 
chants there  implored  Admiral  Durham  to  send 
them  "  at  least  a  heavy  sloop  of  war"  to  protect 
their  property.  The  Admiral  immediately  sent 
them  the  frigate  Barossa,  which  the  fleet  Chas- 
senr  delighted  to  tease. 

The  C%asse2<?- captured  eighty  vessels,  of  which 
thirty-two  were  of  equal  force  with  herself,  and 
eighteen  superior.  Many  of  the  prizes  were  of 
great  value.  Three  of  them  alone  were  valued 
at  $400,000.  She  seemed  to  sweep  over  the 
seas  with  impunity,  and  was  as  imprudent  as  she 
was  bold.  On  one  occasion,  while  in  the  British 
Channel,  Boyle  issued  a  proclamation  as  a  bur- 
lesque on  those  of  Admirals  Warren  and  Coch- 
rane, concerning  the  blockades  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  in  which  he  declared  "  all 
the  ports,  harbors,  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  inlets, 
outlets,  islands,  and  sea-coasts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  a  state 
of  vigorous  blockade."  He  assured  the  world 
that  he  possessed  a  sufficient  force  (the  Cltasseiu-') 
to  compel  obedience.  This  proclamation  he 
caused  to  be  sent  in  a  cartel  to  London,  with  a 
request  to  have  it  posted  up  at  Lloyd's  Coffee 
House. 

We  have  already  noticed  some  of  the  earlier 
operations  of  the  JJolphin,  Captain  Stafford. 
On  the  25th  of  January,  1813,  she  fell  in  with 
a  large  ship  and  brig  oft'  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and, 
as  was  common  with  the  more  daring  Ameri- 
can privateers,  engaged  them  both.  After  a 
severe  fight  they  were  captured  and  sent  to  the 
United  States.  They  Avere  richl}^  laden,  and 
were  valuable  prizes.  The  wounded  Captain 
Brigham,  of  the  British  ship  (Ilebe,  IG),  thought 
his  capture  "extronary."  He  did  not  expect 
to  find  a  damned  Yankee  privateer  in  that  part 
of  the  world ;  and  when  assured  by  Stafford 
that  they  would  appear  in  the  Thames  by-and- 
by  his  eyes  dilated  with  mute  wonder.  Staf- 
ford's kind  and  good  nature  won  Brigham's 
heart,  and,  in  a  card  published  on  his  arrival  in 
Boston  in  February,  he  thanked  the  command- 
er of  the  Dolphin  and  his  associates  for  their  at- 
tention, and  saying,  "Should  the  fortunes  of 
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war  ever  throw  the  Captain  or  any  of  his  crew 
into  the  hands  of  tlie  British,  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
he  will  meet  a  siniihir  treatment." 

We  again  find  the  Saratoga,  Captain  Wool- 
sev,  on  her  destructive  errand  in  Fehruary,  1813. 
On  the  Dth  of  that  month  she  captured  the  Lord 
NeUon  of  GOO  tons,  and  one  of  the  finest  vessels  in 
the  British  merchant  service.  She  was  sent  into 
New  Orleans.  At  about  the  same  time  the 
Sarato'/a  captured  the  British  packet  3Iorgiana, 
eighteen  guns.  The  Saratoga  had  just  been 
chased  by  a  British  frigate,  and  had  been  com- 
pelled, in  order  to  lighten  her  to  increase  her 
speed,  to  throw  overboard  twelve  of  her  guns . 
she  had  only  four  to  attack  the'  Morgiana  with. 
Her  armory  was  replenished  \vHh  several  of  the 
fine  brass  pieces  of  the  capturc<i  vessel,  and  the 
prize  was  sent  to  Newport  with  her  Captain.  The 
kindness  of  the  prize-master  was  so  conspicu- 
ous that  the  Captain  of  the  Aforgiana  thanked 
him  in  the  Newport  papers. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1813,  the  letter  of 
marque  Lottery,  of  Baltimore,  armed  with  six 
guns  and  manned  by  thirty-five  men,  had  a  des- 
perate fight  in  Chesapeake  Bay  with  nine  British 
barges  containing  two  hundred  and  forty  men. 
She  fought  them  an  hour  and  a  half,  during 
which  time  it  was  believed  that  more  of  the  foe 
were  killed  than  the  number  of  the  whole  crew  of 
the  letter  of  marque.  At  length  Captain  South- 
cote,  commander  of  the  schooner,  was  severely 
wounded,  and  the  enemy,  in  overwhelming  num- 
bers, boarded  the  vessel,  hauled  down  the  colors, 
and  made  her  a  prize. 

At  about  this  time  we  find  the  privateer 
Yankee,  whose  exploits  we  have  already  ob- 
served, entering  the  harbor  of  Newport  after  a 
cruise  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days,  during 
which  time  she  had  scoured  the  whole  western 
coast  of  Africa,  taken  eight  prizes,  made  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six  prisoners,  and  secured 
AS  trophies  sixty-two  cannon,  five  hundred  mus- 
kets, and  property  worth  about  $300,000. 

The  merchants  of  New  York  fitted  out  no  less 
than  twenty-six  fast-sailing  privateers  and  let- 
ters of  marque  within  one  hundred  and  twenty 
days  after  the  declaration  of  war,  carrying  al- 
most two  hundred  pieces  of  artillerv,  and  manned 
by  over  two  thousand  seamen.  Among  the  most 
noted  of  these  privateers  was  the  General  Arm- 
strong, a  moderate-sized  schooner,  mounting  a 
Long  Tom  42-pounder  and  eighteen  carronades. 
Her  complement  Avas  one  hundred  and  forty  men, 
and  lier  first  commander  was  Captain  Barnard. 

Early  in  March,  1813,  the  General  Armstrong 
was  in  command  of  Guy  R  Champlin,  and 
cruising  off^  the  Surinam  River,  on  the  coast  of 
South  America.  Early  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
11th  she  gave  chase  to  the  Coquette,  a  British 
sloop  of  war,  mounting  in  all  twenty -seven 
guns,  and  manned  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  men  and  boys.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  the  vessels  were  within  gunshot  and 
commenced  a  brisk  engagement.  Convinced, 
by  observation,  that  his  antagonist  was  a  British 
letter  of  marque,  Cliam])lin  and  his  men  agreed  ! 


!  to  board  her,  and  for  this  purpose  they  ran  the 
'  Armstrong  down  upon  her.      When  too  late  to 
{  retreat  they  discovered  her  to  be  a  much  heavier 
{  vessel  than  they  imagined.     The  two  vessels 
poured  heavy  shot  into  each  other,  and  for  al- 
I  most  an  hour  the  fight  was  fierce  and  obsti- 
j  nate,  within   pistol-shot  distance.     Tiie  Arw.~ 
j  strong    was    severely    injured,    and    her    Caj)- 
I  tain  received  a  ball  in  his  shoulder,  but  con- 
tinued some  time  on  duty  after  the  wound  was 
dressed,  and  from  the  cabin  ga,ve  orders  until 
his  vessel  was  fairly  out  of  the  clutches  of  the 
enemy.     By  the  vigorous  use  of  sweeps   the 
Armstrong  escaped  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
Coquette.     For  his  gallant  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  his  skill  in  saving  his  vessel,  the 
stockholders,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Tammany 
Hall  on  the   14th  of  April,  presented  Captain 
Champlin  an  elegant  sword,  and  voted  thanks 
to  his  companions  in  the  combat.     We  shall 
meet  the  Ar))i strong  hereafter. 

The  Ned,  Captain  Dawson,  a  New  York  letter 
of  marque,  arrived  at  that  port  ten  days  after  the 
sword  presentation  to  Champlin,  and  brought 
with  her  the  British  letter  of  marque  Malvina,  of 
Aberdeen,  moimting  ten  gung>  The  Ned  cap- 
tured her  after  an  action  of  almost  an  hour. 
Her  captain  was  killed,  and  in  the  combat  the 
Ned  had  seven  men  badly  wounded.  The  Mal- 
vina was  laden  with  wine  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  was  a  valuable  prize. 

Another  successful  privateer,  owned  in  New 
York,  was  the  Scourge,  Captain  Nicoll.  She 
mounted  fifteen  guns,  and  sailed  from  that  port 
in  April,  1813,  for  a  long  cruise  in  European 
waters,  and  was  frequently  in  concert  with  the 
liattlesnake  of  Philadelphia,  Captain  David 
Maffit.  The  latter  commander  went  into  the 
business  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  with  the 
Atlas,  and  continued  its  pursuit  until  the  close 
of  the  contest  in  1815.  The  Rattlesnake  was 
a  fast-sailing  brig  of  fourteen  guns. 

Captain  Nicoll  was  often  absent  from  the 
Scourge  while  on  the  coast  of  Norway,  because 
he  found  it  more  profitable  to  remain  on  shore 
and  attend  to  the  sale  of  prizes  brought  or  sent 
in,  Avhile  his  first  officer  skillfully  commanded 
her  in  cruises.  The  Scourge  made  a  large  num- 
ber of  captures  on  tlie  coast  of  Norway,  and  they 
were  nearly  all  sent  into  Drontheim  and  disposed 
of  there.  The  aggregate  tonnage  of  prizes  there 
and  then  disposed  of,  captured  by  the  Scourge 
■  and  Rattlesnake,  was  about  4500.  The  trophies 
were  sixty  guns.  On  her  homeward  passage 
from  Norway  the  Scourge  made  several  captures. 
She  arrivctl  at  Cape  Cod  in  May,  1812,  having 
been  absent  little  more  than  a  year.  During 
her  cruise  she  had  made  four  hundred  and 
twenty  prisoners.  Her  deeds  made  her  name 
an  appropriate  one,  for  she  scourged  British 
commerce  most  severely. 

The  Yankee,  already  mentioned,  left  Newport 
on  a  cruise  on  the  23d  of  May,  1813.  A  month 
afterward,  when  off^  the  coast  of  Ireland,  she 
captured  the  British  cutter  sloop,  Earl  Camden, 
valued  at  $10,000.     Eight  days  afterward  she 
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captured  the  brig  Elizabeth,  valued  at  $40,000, 
and  the  brig  Watson,  laden  with  cotton,  valued 
at  $70,000.  On  the  2d  of  July  she  took  the  brig 
Marine.,  with  a  cargo  valued  at  .$70,000.  All 
of  these  prizes,  worth  in  the  aggregate  about 
$200,000,  were  sent  to  French  ports  for  adjudi- 
cation and  sale.  The  work  was  accomplished 
in  the  space  of  about  six  weeks.  The  Yankee 
returned  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  on  the 
19th  of  August,  without  having  lost  a  man  dur- 
ing the  cruise  either  killed  or  wounded. 

The  records  of  privateering  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1813  present  one  dark  chapter,  in  the 
deed  of  a  desperate  wretch  named  Johnson,  who 
commanded  the  Teazer,  a  little  two-gun  vessel 
that  went  out  from  New  York  with  fifty  men. 
When  that  vessel  was  captured  by  one  of  Ad- 
miral Warren's  fleet,  Johnson  was  released  on 
his  parole.  Soon  afterward,  without  waiting  to 
be  exchanged,  he  entered  as  first  lieutenant  on 
board  another  privateer  named  the  Young  Teazer. 
In  June,  1813,  she  was  closely  pursued  by  an 
English  man-of-war.  She  Avas  likely  to  be  over- 
taken, and  Johnson  knew  that  death  would  be 
his  fate  should  he  be  caught.  Dawson  called 
his  officers  aft  in  consultation,  and  while  they 
were  debating  on  the  subject  one  of  the  sailors 
called  out  to  the  captain  that  Lieutenant  John- 
son had  just  gone  into  the  cabin  with  a  blazing 
fire-brand.  The  next  instant  the  Teazer  was 
blown  into  fragments.  Only  six  of  all  her  peo- 
ple escaped  destruction.  The  captain,  Johnson, 
and  all  the  others  had  perished  in  a  moment. 

Toward  mid-summer,  1813,  an  afifiiir  occurred 
ofiF  Sandy  Hook,  New  York,  which  created  a  great 
sensation.  It  properly  belongs  to  the  history  of 
privateering.  Commodore  Lewis  was  then  in 
command  of  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats  on  that  sta- 
tion, and  the  British  man-of-war  Poictiers, 
74,  was  cruising  in  those  waters.  She  had  for 
tender  the  sloop  Eagle;  and  early  in  July 
Lewis  sent  out  a  little  fishing -smack  named 
Yankee,  which  he  borrowed  at  Ply  Market,  in 
New  York,  to  capture  this  tender  by  stratagem. 
With  a  calf,  a  sheep,  and  a  goose  secured  on 
deck,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  well-armed 
men  below,  the  smack  stood  out  for  sea,  with 
only  three  men  on  deck  in  fishermen's  garb,  as 
if  going  to  the  fishing-banks.  The  Eagle  gave 
chase,  overhauled  her,  and  seeing  live-stock  on 
board,  ordered  her  to  go  to  the  commodore. 
The  watch-word  "Lawrence!"  was  given,  when 
the  armed  men  rushed  to  the  deck  and  poured 
a  volley  of  musketry  which  sent  the  crew  of  the 
Eagle  below  in  dismay.  Sailing-master  Per- 
cival,  who  commanded  the  expedition,  ordered 
the  firing  to  cease,  when  one  of  the  Eagle's  com- 
pany came  up  and  struck  her  colors.  The  sur- 
prise was  so  complete  that  her  heavy  brass 
howitzer,  loaded  with  canister-shot,  remained 
undischarged.  Her  crew  consisted  of  her  com- 
mander, a  midshipman,  and  eleven  seamen. 
The  two  former  and  a  marine  were  slain.  The 
Eagle  and  prisoners  were  taken  to  the  city  in 
view  of  thousands  of  the  citizens,  who  were  on 
the  Battery  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  the 


National  Independence.  They  were  received 
with  shouts,  salvos  of  artillery,  the  waving  of 
hats  and  handkerchiefs,  and  the  ringing  of  bells, 

A  month  after  the  capture  of  the  Eagle  the 
privateer  schooner  Commodore  Decattir,  Captain 
Diron,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  carrying 
seven  guns  and  a  little  over  a  hundred  men, 
had  a  desperate  encounter  with  the  British  war^ 
schooner  Dominica,  Lieutenant  Barrette,  carry- 
ing sixteen  guns  and  eighty-eight  men.  The 
Decatur  was  cruising  in  the  track  of  the  West 
India  traders  on  their  return  to  England,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  August  gave  chase 
to  a  ship  and  schooner.-  At  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  they  were  so  near  each  other 
that  the  schooner  fired  a  shot  at  the  Decatur. 
The  latter  was  immediately  prepared  for  action, 
not  with  heavy  guns  alone,  but  with  implements 
for  boarding.  Diron  intended  to  run  down  near 
his  adversary,  discharge  all  his  guns,  great  and 
small,  and  then  board  her  under  cover  of  the 
smoke.  This  was  not  immediately  accom])lish- 
ed ;  for  the  Dominica  was  on  the  alert,  and  ma^- 
nocuvred  so  as  to  give  the  Decatur  some  dam- 
aging broadsides.  Twice  her  crew  attempted 
to  board  her  antagonist,  but  failed,  and  the  con- 
test was  kept  up  with  cannon  and  musketry. 
Finally,  at  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  thtj 
Decatur  forced  her  bowsprit  over  the  stern  of 
the  Dominica,  and  her  jib-boom  penetrated  the 
Englishman's  mainsail.  In  face  of  a  murder- 
ous fire  of  musketry  the  Decatur'' s  men,  led  by 
First  Prize-master  Safith  and  Quarter-master 
Washburn,  rushed  from  her  bow  along  the  bow- 
sprit, boarded  the  enemy,  and  engaged  in  a  most 
sanguinary  fight  hand  to  hand,  with  swords,  pia- 
tols,  and  small-arms.  Both  parties  fought  with 
the  greatest  courage  and  determination.  The 
decks  were  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded. 
The  colors  of  the  Dominica  were  hauled  down 
by  the  boarders,  and  she  became  the  Decatur's 
prize.  The  Dominica  lost  sixty-four  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  the  former  were  the  captain, 
sailing-master,  and  purser.  The  Decatur  lost 
twenty  killed  and  wounded.  Diron  started  with 
his  prize  for  Charleston,  and  on  the  following 
day  captured  the  London  Trader,  bound  from 
Surinam  to  London,  with  a  valuable  cargo.  She 
reached  Charleston  in  safety  with  both  prizes. 

In  the  autumn  of  181 3  Captain  George  Cogges- 
hall,  whose  History  of  the  American  Privateers 
has  been  frequently  consulted,  commanded  the 
letter-of-marque  schooner  David  Porter,  of  New 
York.  Late  in  October  she  was  lying  at  Prov- 
idence, Rhode  Island,  where  the  President,  Com.- 
modore  Rodgers,  was  blockaded.  In  a  thick 
snow-storm,  on  the  14th  of  November,  and  un- 
der the  cover  of  night,  the  Porter  passed  the 
blockading  squadron  and  put  to  sea.  She  reach- 
ed Charleston,  her  destined  port,  in  safety,  where 
she  was  freighted  for  France  with  sea-island  cot- 
ton, and  sailed  for  ' '  Bordeaux  or  a  port  in 
France"  on  the  20th  of  December.  In  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  she  encountered  a  terrible  and  dam»- 
aging  gale,  but  weathered  it ;  and  on  the  20th  of 
January  entered  the  port  of  La  Teste.     Cogges- 
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hall  sent  his  vessel  home  in  charge  of  his  first 
officer,  and  remained  in  France  some  time. 
The  Porter  captured  several  prizes  on  her  way 
to  the  United  States. 

We  have  noticed  tlie  arrival  at  Hampton 
Roads,  with  a  large  British  ship  as  a  ].Tize,  of 
the  privateer  Globe^  of  Baltimore,  and  her  de- 
parture on  another  cruise.  She  was  successful 
in  the  capture  of  prizes,  but  did  not  meet  with 
any  fair  test  of  her  sailing  qualities  or  the  valor 
and  skill  of  her  men  until  November,  1813.  On 
the  first  of  that  month,  while  cruising  off  the 
coast  of  Madeira,  she  fell  in  and  exchanged 
shots  with  a  large  armed  brig,  but  considered  it 
prudent  to  keep  a  resjjectful  distance  from  her. 
She  then  proceeded  to  the  offing  of  Funchal, 
where,  on  the  2d,  she  chased  two  vessels  in  vain ; 
for  night  came  on,  dark  and  squally,  and  slie 
lost  sight  of  them. 

On  the  3d  the  Glohe  again  chased  two  vessels, 
and  at  eleven  o'clock  was  so  near  them  that  the 
larger  of  the  fugitives  ojjened  her  stern  guns  on 
her  pursuer.  A  severe  action  ensued,  when,  at 
noon,  the  crew  of  the  (Uobe.  attempted  to  board 
her  adversary.  They  failed.  Their  vessel  was 
much  damaged,  and  while  in  this  condition  the 
other  vessel  came  up  and  gave  the  Glohe  a  ter- 
rible raking  fire,  which  almost  disabled  her. 
Yet  her  crew  fought  on  at  close-quarters,  and  at 
half  past  three  o'clock  the  larger  vessel  was  com- 
pelled to  strike  her  colors.  The  other  was  pour- 
ing in  broadside  after  broadside  within  half  pis- 
tol-shot distance.  The  Glohe  was  reduced  to 
an  almost  sinking  condition,  yet  she  managed 
to  give  her  second  antagonist  such  blows  that 
she  too  struck  her  colors.  She  then  hauled  to 
windward  to  take  possession  of  the  first  prize, 
when  that  vessel  hoisted  her  colors  and  gave 
tlie  Globe  a  tremendous  broadside.  She  was 
compelled  to  haul  off  for  repairs,  and  the  two 
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vessels,  believed  to  be  severely  injured,  sailed 
slowly  away.  They  were  packet  brigs,  one 
mounting  eighteen  and  the  other  sixteen  can- 
non, mostly  brass.  The  Globe  lost  eighteen 
men  killed  and  fifteen  wounded  in  this  desper- 
ate encounter. 

During  the  first  eight  or  nine  months  of  the 
year  1814,  although  the  American  private  arm- 
ed ships  were  active  and  successful,  there  seems 
not  to  have  been  any  performance  by  them  that 
deserves  the  name  of  a  naval  action.  This  mo- 
notony of  quiet  business  was  broken  in  Septem- 
ber, when  the  privateer  Harpy  fell  in  with  the 
British  packet  Princess  Elizabeth,  and  captured 
her  after  a  short  but  sharp  conflict.  The  Eliz- 
abeth was  armed  with  ten  guns  and  manned  by 
thirty-eight  men.  She  had  on  board  the  Turk- 
ish embassador  for  England,  an  aid-de-camp  to 
a  British  general,  a  lieutenant  of  74  line-of-bat- 
tle  ship,  and  a  large  number  of  other  passengers. 
Ten  casks  of  wine  and  some  of  the  cannon  were 
transferred  to  the  Harpy.  The  remainder  of 
her  armament  was  thrown  overboard,  and  the 
ship  was  ransomed  for  $2000,  when  she  was  al- 
lowed to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

The  most  desperate  and  famous  combat  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  privateering  during  the 
war  was  that  maintained  by  the  General  Arm- 
strong, of  New  York  (whose  earlier  exploits  we 
have  already  noticed),  Captain  Samuel  C.  Reid, 
in  the  harbor  of  Fayal,  one  of  the  Azores  Isl- 
ands of  that  name,  belonging  to  Portugal.  It 
occurred  on  the  2Gth  of  September,  1814,  while 
she  lay  there  at  anchor  in  a  neutral  port.  She 
was  attacked  by  a  large  British  squadron  under 
command  of  Commodore  Lloyd.  The  attack- 
ing vessels  consisted  of  the  flag-ship  Plantage- 
net  74,  the  frigate  Rota  44,  Captain  Somerville, 
and  the  brig  Carnation  18,  Captain  Bentham, 
each  with  a  full  complement  of  men.  The 
Armstrong  carried  only  seven  guns  and  90 
men,  including  her  officers. 

In  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws  and 
usages  of  neutrality,  Lloyd  sent  in,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  four  large  and  well 
armed  launches,  manned  by  about  40  men 
each.  At  that  time  Reid,  suspecting  dan- 
ger, M'as  working  his  vessel  under  the  guns 
of  the  Castle.  These  and  the  cannon  of 
the  privateer  opened  fire  almost  simulta- 
neously, and  the  launches  were  driven  off 
with  heavy  loss.  The  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Armstrong  was  wounded  and  one  man 
was  killed. 

Another  attack  was  made  at  midnight 
with  14  launches  and  about  500  men.  A 
terrible  conflict  ensued,  which  lasted  40 
minutes.  The  enemy  was  re])ulsed,  with 
a  loss  of  1 20  killed  and  130  wounded.  At 
daybreak  a  tliird  attack  was  made,  by  the 
brig-of-war  Carnation,  She  0])ened  lieav- 
ily,  but  was  very  soon  so  cut  up  by  the 
rapid  and  well-directed  shot  of  the  Arm- 
strong that  she  hastily  withdrew.  The  pri- 
vateer was  also  much  damaged.  It  was 
evident  that  she  could  not  maintain  an- 


PRIVATEERING. 


605 


other  assault  of  equal  severity ;  so  Captain  Reid, 
who  had  coolly  given  orders  from  his  quarter- 
deck during  the  attack,  directed  her  to  be  scut- 
tled, to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  She  was  then  abandoned,  when  the 
British  boarded  her  and  set  her  on  fire.  It  is 
a  curious  fact,  that  while  the  British  lost  over 
300  in  killed  and  wounded  during  ten  hours, 
the  Americans  lost  but  two  killed  and  seven 
wounded. 

In  addition  to  the  glory  won  by  the  bravery 
of  this  resistance  to  the  British  squadron,  Cap- 
tain Reid  and  his  gallant  men  deserve  the  just 
credit  of  having  thereby  saved  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  from  capture.  This  squadron  was  part 
of  the  expedition  then  gathering  at  Jamaica  for 
the  purpose  of  seizing  New  Orleans,  and  the 
object  of  their  attack  on  the  Armsti-ong  was  to 
capture  her  and  make  her  a  useful  auxiliary  in 
tiic  work.  vShc  so  crippled  her  assailants  that 
they  did  not  reach  Jamaica  until  full  ten  days 
later  than  the  expedition  expected  to  sail  from 
there.  That  expedition  waited  for  Commander 
Lloyd,  and,  when  it  finally  approached  New 
Orleans,  General  Jackson  was  approaching  to 
make  competent  arrangements  for  its  defense. 
Had  the  fleet  arrived  ten  days  sooner  that  city 
would  have  been  an  easy  prey  to  the  British, 
for  it  was  utterly  defenseless  until  that  General 
arrived  with  his  troops. 

The  Portuguese  Government  demanded  and 
received  from  that  of  England  an  apology  for 
this  violation  of  neutrality  ;  also  restitution  for 
the  destruction  of  Portuguese  property  at  Fayal 
during  the  action.  That  Government  also  de- 
manded satisfaction  ancl  indemnification  for  the 
destruction  of  the  American  vessels  in  their  neu- 
tral port.  This  England  refused,  and  from  that 
day  to  this  the  owners  of  the  privateers  and  their 
heirs  have  never  been  able  to  procure  indemni- 
fication for  their  loss,  either  from  England,  or 
Portugal,  or  from  their  own  Government. 

The  defense  made  by  the  Annstrotuj  and  tlie 
circumstances  of  the  attack  produced  a  great 
sensation  throughout  the  United  States.  Cap- 
tain Reid  was  justly  praised  as  one  of  the  most 
daring  of  American  naval  commanders,  and  he 
received  varied  honors  in  abundance.  The  State 
of  New  York  gave  him  thanks  and  a  sword,  and 
he  was  every  where  received  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm  on  his  return  to  the  United  States. 

The  New  Yorkers  sent  out  a  splendid  vessel 
of  17  guns  and  150  men,  called  the  Prince  de 
Nevfchutel,  in  command  of  Captain  Odronaux. 
She  was  a  very  fortunate  privateer.  During  a 
single  cruise  she  was  chased  by  no  less  than 
seventeen  armed  British  vessels,  and  escaped 
them  all ;  and  she  brought  to  the  United  States 
goods  valued  at  $300,000,  with  much  specie. 
On  the  11th  of  October,  1814,  she  encountered 
five  armed  boats  from  the  British  frigate  Endijm- 
ion^  off  Nantucket.  The  Nevfchutel  was  then 
very  light-handed,  having,  when  the  fierce  bat- 
tle that  ensued  commenced,  only  36  men  at 
quarters.  Early  in  the  forenoon  the  engage- 
ment began.     The  boats  were  arranged  for  the 


assault,  one  on  each  side,  one  on  each  bow,  and 
one  under  the  stern.  Within  the  space  of  twen- 
ty minutes  the  assailants  cried  for  quarter.  It 
was  granted.  One  of  the  boats  had  gone  to  the 
bottom  with  41  of  43  of  her  crew.  The  whole 
number  of  men  in  the  five  boats  was  111,  a 
large  portion  of  whom  were  killed,  wounded, 
or  made  prisoners.  The  privateer  lost  7  killed 
and  24  wounded.  She  returned  to  Boston  on 
the  15th  of  October.  The  Nenfr/mtel  was  after- 
ward captured  and  sent  to  England. 

At  this  time  the  terror  inspired  by  the  doings 
of  the  American  privateers  was  intense.  The 
British  began  to  seriously  contemplate  the  prob- 
abilities of  the  complete  destruction  of  their  com- 
merce. Fear  magnified  their  numbers,  powers, 
and  exploits.  Meetings  of  merchants  were  held 
to  remonstrate  against  their  depredations.  It 
was  asserted  that  one  of  these  "sea  devils"  was 
rarely  captured,  and  that  they  impudently  bid  de- 
fiance alike  to  English  privateers  and  stately  74"s. 
Insurance  was  refused  on  most  vessels,  and  on 
some  the  premium  was  as  high  as  33  per  cent. 
"Thirteen  guineas  for  £100,"  said  a  London 
journal,  "  was  paid  to  insure  vessels  across  the 
Irish  Channel !  Such  a  thing  never  happened, 
we  believe,  before."  The  Board  of  Admiralty 
and  the  Prince  Regent  Averc  petitioned  for  aid 
in  checking  these  depredations ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  compelled,  because  of  the  state  of 
public  feeling,  to  give  assurance  (which  they 
had  not  power  to  support)  that  ample  measures 
should  be  taken  for  the  protection  or  British 
commerce. . 

We  have  referred  to  the  impudence  as  well  as 
boldness  of  the  American  privateers.  A  small 
one,  belonging  to  Charleston,  mounting  six  car- 
riage-guns and  a  Long  Tom,  appropriately  named 
Saucy  Jack,  affords  an  illustration.  She  was 
every  where,  and  being  clipper-built  and  skill- 
fully managed,  was  too  fleet  for  the  English 
cruisers.  On  one  occasion,  when  cruising  off 
the  west  end  of  St.  Domingo,  she  chased  two 
vessels  —  it  was  on  the  31st  of  October,  1814, 
at  midnight — and  when  near  enough,  at  one  in 
the  morning,  she  fired  upon  them.  On  coming 
up  it  was  ascertained  that  one  of  them  carried 
10  and  the  other  18  guns.  Nothing  daunted  by 
this  discovery,  she  boarded  one  of  them  at  seven 
in  the  morning,  when  it  was  found  that  she  was 
full  of  men  and  a  war  vessel.  The  boarders  fled 
back  to  the  Sanci/  Jack,  and  the  little  privateer 
made  haste  to  get  away.  The  two  ships  chased 
her,  pouring  grape  and  musket-balls  upon  her, 
but  within  an  hour  she  was  out  of  reach  of  even 
their  great  guns.  She  lost  8  men  killed  and 
15  wounded.  Her  chief  antagonist  was  the 
British  bomb-ship  Volcano,  with  the  transport 
Golden  Fleece.  One  of  the  lieutenants  and  two 
of  the  seamen  of  the  Volcano  were  killed,  and 
two  were  wounded. 

On  Sunday,  the  1st  of  May,  the  Saucy  Jack 
captured  the  fine  English  ship  Pclhavi,  carrying 
ten  guns  and  thirty-eight  men.  She  was  bound 
for  London  from  a  West  India  port,  and  had  a 
cargo  valued  at  $80,000. 
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The  schooner  Kempy  of  Baltimore,  was  a  very 
successful  privateer.  She  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Jacobs,  a  small,  active  man,  who  was 
both  brave  and  humane.  At  the  close  of  No- 
vember, 1814,  she  sailed  on  a  cruise  in  the  West 
Indies,  from  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  On 
the  1st  of  December  she  chased  a  squadron  of 
eight  merchant-ships  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  under 
convoy  of  a  frigate.  The  frigate  in  turn  gave 
chase,  but  the  Kemp  dodged  her  in  the  darkness 
of  the  ensuing  night,  and  early  the  next  morn- 
ing she  again  gave  chase  to  the  merchantmen. 
At  noon  the  following  day  she  found  them  drawn 
up  in  battle-line ;  and  at  two  o'clock  they  bore 
down  upon  the  privateer,  each  giving  her  some 
shots  as  they  passed.  She  reserved  her  fire  until 
by  a  skillful  movement  she  broke  through  the 
line,  and  discharged  her  whole  armament  into 
the  enemy.  This  produced  the  greatest  confu- 
sion, and  within  an  hour  and  a  half  four  of  the 
eight  vessels  were  the  prizes  of  the  Kemp.  She 
could  have  taken  the  whole,  but  she  had  not 
men  enough  to  man  them.  The  other  four  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage.  The  convoy  frigate  all 
this  time  was  absent,  vainly  looking  for  the 
saucy  privateer!  The  prizes,  which  gave  an 
aggregate  of  forty-six  cannon  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  men,  were  all  sent  into  Charles- 
ton. It  was  a  profitable  cruise  of  only  six 
days. 

The  Monmouth  privateer,  of  Baltimore,  about 
the  same  time  was  dealing  destruction  to  British 
commerce  off  Newfoundland.  She  had  a  des- 
perate encounter  with  an  English  transport-ship 
with  over  three  hundred  troops  on  board.  Her 
superior  speed  saved  her  from  capture. 

Another  successful  Baltimore  frigate  was  the 
Laiorence^  of  eighteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and 
eleven  men.  During  a  single  cruise,  which 
terminated  at  New  York  on  the  25th  of  Janu- 
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ary,  1815,  a  month  before  the  proclamation  of 
peace,  she  captured  thirteen  vessels.  She  took 
one  hundred  and  six  prisoners,  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  tonnage  seized  by  her  was  over 
three  thousand  tons.  One  of  the  original  crew 
of  the  Lawrence  was  a  colored  man  named  Henry 
Van  Meter,  whom  I  met  at  Bangor,  in  Maine, 
near  the  close  of  18G0,  and  made  the  annexed 
sketch  of  him.  He  was  then  ninety-five  years 
old.  He  had  been  a  slave  to  Governor  Nel- 
son, of  Virginia,  during  the  Revolution.  He  Avas 
afterward  owned  by  another  master,  and  was 
in  the  army  of  General  Wayne.  He  was  cap- 
tured in  a  privateer  off  Lisbon,  and  was  in  the 
prison  at  Dartmoor,  in  England,  when  the  cap- 
tives were  massacred  there  by  the  guard.  The 
Macdonoiigh,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  a  severe  fight 
with  a  British  ship,  whose  name  is  not  recorded, 
on  the  31st  of  January,  1815;  the  action  com- 
menced at  musket -shot  distance  at  half  past 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  tremendous 
musket  fire  of  the  enemy  caused  the  people  of 
the  Macdonongh  to  suspect  her  of  being  a  troop- 
ship. Such  proved  to  be  the  case.  She  had  at 
least  three  hundred  soldiers  on  board  besides  her 
crew.  The  Macdonovgh  suffered  terribly  in  sails 
and  rigging  and  loss  of  men  ;  for  her  antagonist, 
in  addition  to  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  men, 
carried  eighteen  9-pounders.  She  succeeded  in 
escaping  from  the  British  vessel,  and  reached 
Savannah  on  the  7th  of  March. 

The  war  ended  early  in  1815,  but  it  was  some 
time  after  the  proclamation  of  peace  had  been 
promulgated  before  all  of  the  fifty  privateers  then 
at  sea  were  apprised  of  it,  and  many  captures 
were  made  after  the  joyful  event  occurred.  One 
of  the  latest  arrivals  of  successful  privateers 
was  that  of  the  Amelia ^  of  Baltimore,  in  April, 
1815.  She  had  a  full  cargo  of  valuable  goods. 
During  her  cruise  she  had  captured  ten  Brit- 
ish vessels.  Some  she  destroyed,  oth- 
ers she  sent  into  port,  and  one  she 
gave  up  as  a  cartel  for  her  prisoners. 
She  carried  only  six  guns  and  seventy- 
five  men.  The  vessels  she  captured 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  almost 
two  thousand  three  hundred  tons,  and 
her  prisoners  numbered  one  hundred 
and  twelve.  Her  trophies  in  arms  were 
thirty-two  cannon  and  many  muskets. 
She  Avas  frequently  chased  by  English 
cruisers,  but  her  fleetness  allowed  her  to 
escape. 

In  this  outline  sketch  of  American 
privateering  during  the  second  war  for 
Independence  notice  has  been  taken  of 
only  the  most  prominent  of  the  vessels 
which  actually  sustained  a  conflict  of 
arms  on  the  ocean  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  entitle  the  act  to  the  name  of  a 
naval  engagement.  The  record  shows 
the  wonderful  boldness  and  skill  of 
American  seamen,  mostly  untaught  in 
the  art  of  naval  wnrfi^re,  and  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  privateering  serv- 
ice.   Nothing  more  has  been  attempted. 
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The  full  history  of  the  service,  as  it  lies,  much 
of  it,  niujuarricd,  in  the  newsi^apers  of  the  day 
and  the  manuscript  log-books  of  the  command- 
ers, exliibits  marvelous  action  and  results. 

After  the  first  six  months  of  the  war  the  bulk 
of  naval  conflicts  was  carried  on  upon  the  ocean, 
on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  by  private  armed 
vessels,  which  "  took,  burned,  and  destroyed" 
about  sixteen  hundred  British  merchantmen,  of 
all  classes,  in  the  space  of  three  years  and  nine 
months,  while  the  number  of  American  mer- 
chant vessels  destroyed  during  the  same  period 
did  not  vary  much  from  Jive  hnndred.  The 
American  merchant  marine  was  much  smaller 
than  that  of  the  British  ;  and  owing  to  embargo 
acts,  and  apprehensions  of  war  for  several  months 
before  it  was  actually  declared,  a  large  portion 
of  the  former  was  in  ])ort  when  war  was  declared. 
Many  vessels  were  taken  far  up  navigable  rivers 
for  security  against  British  cruisers  or  maraud- 
ing soldiers,  while  others  were  dismantled  in  safe 
places. 

The  American  private  armed  vessels  which 
carried  such  disasters  to  British  commerce  num- 
bored  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Of  these  forty-six 
were  letters  of  martjue,  and  the  remainder  were 
privateers.  Of  the  whole  number  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  were  sent  out  from  the  fnnr  ports 
of  Baltimore,  New  York,  Salem,  and  Boston 
alone.  The  aggregate  number  sent  out  from 
Philadeli)hia,  Portsmouth  (New  Hampshire), 
and  Charleston  was  thirty-five.  Large  fortunes 
were  secured  by  many  of  the  owners,  and  some 
of  them  are  enjoyed  by  their  descendants  at  the 
present  day.  The  practice  of  privateering  is 
growing  in  disfavor  more  and  more  every  year; 
and  the  Crovornment  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  Christian  spirit  and  enlightened  public  i)olicy, 
has  been  for  a  long  time  endeavoring  to  form  a 
league  with  the  other  great  Powers  of  tlie  earth 
to  repeal  the  law  of  nations  which  sanctions  it. 
Divested  of  all  its  specious  habiliments  of  neces- 
sity, expediency,  and  law,  it  stands  revealed  in 
all  the  naked  deformity  of  black  Piracy. 

DOBBS'S  HORSE. 

ABOUT  five  years  ago  Theophilus  and  I  pre- 
,  pared  to  realize  the  dream  of  our  married 
life.     We  purchased  a  cottage  in  the  country. 

This  was  nearly  the  last  round  of  the  ladder 
of  circumstances  which  had  sprung,  in  all  its 
vast  proportions,  from  a  pearly  little  speck  of 
ivory  that  made  more  stir  in  coming  into  this 
world  than  the  most  enormous  tusk  ever  thrust 
by  elephant  into  an  Indian  jungle.  I  need  not 
add  that  it  was  om'  Philly's  first  tooth. 

Philly,  christened  Theophilus  after  his  fa- 
ther, stood  third  on  our  family  record.  Being 
the  first  male  item,  he  was  of  course  invested 
with  peculiar  interest.  Indeed,  to  our  discern- 
ing eyes  he  at  once  evinced  traits  which  lifted 
him  far  above  all  other  babies  in  the  created 
world.  And  now  the  dear  little  fellow  was 
teething. 

What  wonder  that,  as  Philly,  growing  paler 


and  weaker  every  day,  kicked  and  screamed  his 
protest  against  the  existing  order  of  things, 
Theophilus  became  less  pompous  concerning 
him,  and  finally  bowed  his  head  meekly  at 
my  announcing  one  morning  at  breakfiist  that 
"  something  must  be  done  at  once."  Every 
wedded  man,  unless  his  dura  mater  presents  that 
abhorred  condition  a  vacuum,  knows  very  well 
what  "something  must  be  done"  means  when 
his  wife  says  it.  It  means  penetration.  It 
means  comjjliance.  It  means  that  all  the  hints 
lately  sown  on  his  unsuspecting  mind  are  ex- 
pected to  suddenly  burst  into  full  flower.  There- 
fore, when  Theophilus  heard  me  say  that  some' 
thing  must  be  done,  he  at  once  resj)onded, 

"  Well,  my  dear,  I  suppose  we  sliall  have  to 
try  country  air — the  child  is  certainly  failing." 

The  point  was  gained.  jNIy  hints  had  bloom- 
ed. But  this  was  only  a  bud,  and  I  wanted  the 
full-blown  flower.  So  I  remarked — with  the  air 
of  a  woman  who  had  other  things  to  think  of — 
that  he  was  right ;  the  baby  iras  failing,  and, 
as  far  as  my  experience  went,  I  thouglit  that  a 
country  hotel  or  boarding-house  would  soon  fin- 
ish him. 

"Then  what  is  to  be  done?"  cried  Theoph- 
ilus, thoroughly  alarmed,  and  in  a  highly  re- 
ceptive condition. 

Lifting  the  lid  of  the  coffee-pot,  and  peering 
into  it  with  intense  interest,  I  remarked,  ab- 
stractedly, that  when  people  wished  to  go  to 
the  country,  and  had  objections  to  boarding, 
they  generally  hired  a  cottage  or  something  of 
that  kind. 

Now,  one  need  not  have  gone  through  Euclid 
or  studied  Whately  to  know  how  this  little 
breakfast  scene  finally  resolved  itself  into  a 
tiny  country-box,  packed  with  the  entire  Smith 
family,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  with  our 
])articular  branch  of  it. 

Our  country-box  was  not  exactly  "the  thing," 
because,  to  be  candid,  Theophilus  was  not,  pe- 
cuniarily speaking,  in  a  position  to  purchase 
just  such  a  place  as  we  desired  in  addition  to 
our  city  expenses.  Still  it  was  a  cottage  ;  and 
our  imaginations  soon  festooned  its  porch  with 
coming  vines,  and  rejoiced  in  the  proposed  lawn, 
where  our  little  ones  should  roll  "like  tumbled 
fruit."  The  advertisement  Avhich  had  originally 
attracted  us  toward  the  place  had  described  it 
as  being  well  stocked  with  trees  of  every  descrip- 
tion. In  fact,  we  purchased  it  mainly  on  the 
representations  of  this  same  advertisement.  The- 
ophilus had  time  to  pay  it  only  a  flying  visit  aft- 
er business  hours,  and  as,  according  to  the  own- 
er, there  were  no  less  than  "six  other  gentle- 
men" eager  to  pounce  upon  the  prize,  we  really 
did  not  dare  to  deliberate. 

Accordingly,  Theoph  hired  a  man-of-all-work, 
and  before  dispatching  him  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, gave  him  a  list  of  written  orders,  foremost 
among  which  were  special  instructions  concern- 
ing the  aforesaid  vines  and  lawn.  There  was 
to  be  a  fine  vegetable  patch  in  the  rear,  and, 
as  far  as  I  could  make  out  from  the  chart  laid 
out  by  Theoph,  the  space  between  lawn  and 
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kitchen  garden  was  to  be  filled  with  roses, 
honey-suckles,  shrubs  of  all  kinds,  and  showy 
annuals  of  every  hue  imaginable. 

"Won't  it  be  delightful,  Theoph,  for  ns  to 
sit  out  under  the  vines  when  you  come  up  from 
town  in  the  afternoon — so  different  from  that 
bloak  piflzza  at  Stamford;  and  while  the  chil- 
dren are  rolling  and  chasing  each  other  about 
the  lawn,  we  can  read  and  talk  to  our  heart's 
content.      Oh,  it  will  be  grand!" 

Theoph  kissed  me,  and  said  in  Iiis  cheerful 
way  that  the  very  prospect  made  me  look  bright 
and  rosy  again.  But  he  shook  his  head  grave- 
Iv  when  he  heard  Philly's  feeble  cry,  and  asked 
why  in  the  world  Ave  couldn't  go  there  at  once. 
The  gardener's  wife  must  have  the  cottage  all 
cleaned  by  this  time,  he  said,  and  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  pack  up  and  go. 

With  the  moths  already  flying  about,  it  was 
trying  to  a  woman  with  five  Brussels  carpets 
and  all  the  parlor  curtains  and  furniture  on  her 
mind — to  say  nothing  of  the  summer's  shopping 
— to  hear  the  grand  business  of  moving  into  the 
country  for  a  summer  spoken  of  so  cavalierly  ; 
but  I  conquered  the  outraged  spirit  within,  and 
even  entered  into  an  amicable  consultation  with 
Theophilus  concerning  the  amount  of  furniture 
to  be  transferred  to  our  five-room  cottage. 

His  counsel  was  invaluable.  Better  to  take 
np  almost  nothing  in  the  furniture  line,  he 
said.  We  needed  only  to  fit  out  a  comfortable 
sitting-room — something  a  little  tasteful,  you 
know  j  four  or  five  bedrooms  for  the  family;  a 
dining-room  of  some  sort;  and — oh  yes! — a 
spare  room  by  all  means,  for  he  meant  to  have 
Dobbs  up  there  half  the  time;  and,  above  all, 
plenty  of  kitchen  equipments,  for  if  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  world  he  did  hate  it  was  a  half- 
way dinner. 

Striving  to  look  as  much  like  St.  Cecilia  as 
possible,  and  yet  retain  an  impressive  cast  of 
countenance,  I  ventured  to  suggest,  at  this  point, 
that  there  Avere  but  four  rooms  in  the  house  be- 
sides the  kitchen. 

"No!"  exclaimed  Theophilus,  staring  inno- 
cently. 

"I  have  counted  them,  my  dear,"  I  replied, 
with  concentrated  quietness  of  tone. 

"You've  counted  them  wrongly  then,  my 
love." 

"Now,  Theoph,  do  be  reasonable.  There's 
the  large  sitting-room  on  the  first  floor — you  cer- 
tainly don't  call  the  crockery  closet  between  it 
and  the  kitchen  a  room?" 

"No,"  said  Theophilus  meekly,  at  the  same 
time  holding  up  the  first  finger  of  his  left  hand 
to  represent  the  sitting-room. 

"  Then  on  the  second  floor  there's  the  small 
bedroom  for  Ellen  over  the  hall." 

Up  went  another  finger. 

"Well,  the  little  room  makes  two;  then 
there's  the  large  front  one,  where  the  ceiling 
was  bro — " 

"By  George!"  cried  Theoph,  dropping  his 
patent  tally  in  a  twinkling,  "  there's  Dobbs  !" 

Alas !  Dobbs  was  indeed  crossing  the  street. 


My  husband  was  soon  in  the  hall  holding  the 
front  door  wide  open. 

"Hallo!  old  fellow,  how  are  you?"  cried  a 
hearty  voice. 

"  All  right,  thank  you.     Walk  in,  walk  in !" 

Then  there  was  a  slight  shuffling  of  boots  on 
the  oil-cloth,  and  in  the  next  instant  I  heard  the 
parlor  blinds  thrust  violently  open. 

"Ha!  ha!"  laughed  Mr.  Dobbs,  "that  is 
something  like.  JSJ^ow  one  can  see  out.  Why 
in  the  world.  Smith,  do  all  you  married  men 
keep  your  parlors  so  dark?" 

Whatever  Theoph's  reply  may  have  been  it  is 
to  this  day  locked  in  the  bosom  of  ]\Ir.  Dobbs, 
for  Philly  required  strict  attention  just  then. 
The  question  made  a  deep  impression  upon  me, 
however ;  and  after  that  I  took  care  to  haA'e  the 
parlors  rather  lighter  than  formerly. 

Why  Mr.  Dobbs  should  have  been  so  fond  of 
Mr.  Smith,  and  why  Mr.  Smith  so  doted  on 
Mr.  Dobbs,  are  questions  that  I  never  expect  to 
solve  while  in  the  flesh.  To  spiritual  ken  the 
mystery  may  be  revealed  clear  as  day.  So  I 
must  be  patient,  and  content  myself  by  remark- 
ing that,  in  all  the  annals  of  masculine  friend- 
ship, I  have  never  met  with  so  remarkable  a  case. 

Mr.  Dobbs  was  good  enough  in  his  way,  but 
no  more  like  Theoph  than  I  to  Hercules.  In 
the  first  place,  he  was  one  of  the  restless  sort,  or, 
as  he  forcibly  expressed  it,  "  always  on  the  go." 
He  was  a  superb  gymnast  too ;  Theoph  never 
moved  a  muscle  unnecessarily,  and  looked  for- 
ward to  a  heaven  of  perfect  rest.  Mr.  Dobbs 
was  soothing  and  conciliatory,  Theophilus  was 
an  inveterate  tease.  Mr.  Dobbs  had  a  pecul- 
iar distaste  for  children ;  Theoph  had  doted  on 
them  since  his  own  toddlehood.  Mr.  Dobbs  was 
never  unconquerable ;  Theoph's  stubbornness 
when  fairly  aroused  amounted  to  inspiration. 
Theophilus  was  extremely  fond  of  music ;  Mr. 
Dobbs  Avished  that  the  heavenly  maid  had  died 
young.  Dobbs  delighted  to  shock  one  Avith  his 
moral  and  social  heterodoxy ;  Theoph  Avas  a 
model  of  propriety.  Theoph  Avas  fastidious,  too, 
in  his  personal  habits ;  Dobbs  Avas  careless  to  a 
fault.  Theoph  rcA'cled  in  the  choicest  litera- 
ture ;  Mr.  Dobbs  never  read  a  line  if  he  could 
avoid  it. 

Yet,  I  repeat,  these  tAvo  men  clung  to  each 
other  Avith  a  love  marvelous  to  behold.  The 
friendship  of  Damon  and  Pythias  Avas  as  nothing 
compared  to  it ;  for  the  two  Syracusans  Avere 
Avilling  only  to  die  for  each  other;  and  these 
Avere  Avilling  to  live  in  friendship  in  spite  of  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  and  taste. 

Therefore  Avhen  Theo])hilus  first  discovered 
there  Avould  be  no  spare  room  for  his  dear  Dobbs, 
he  stood  transfixed  Avith  dismay  and  a  sense  of 
desolation.  But  Dobbs,  nothing  discouraged, 
assured  him  it  Avas  a  matter  of  no  consequence 
at  all ;  he  could  be  stoAved  away  any  Avhere — in 
the  barn,  under  a  hen-coop,  on  the  kitchen 
dresser  for  that  matter. 

"But,"  exclaimed  my  spouse,  forgetting  pro- 
prieties in  his  despair,  "th^re  isn't  any  dresser, 
hang  it !" 
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"Well,"  rejoined  Dobbs,  soothingly,  "  there'll 
be  a  sofii,  or  a  table,  or  we'll  swing  a  hammock 
somewhere — never  fear,  man." 

We  were  in  our  country-box  at  last,  and  be- 
fore we  were  fairly  "  settled"  Philly  began  to 
show  decided  signs  of  improvement.  That  Avas 
the  main  thing,  of  course.  But  how  shall  I  de- 
scribe the  sense  of  disappointment  with  which 
we  gradually  awoke  to  the  conviction  that  our 
imaginations  had  been  far  more  fertile  than  our 
land.  That  the  vines  and  flowers  which  had 
sprung  up  so  profusely  there  were  of  exceeding 
slow  growth  in  actual  soil  ?  The  "trees  of  every 
description"  were  so  young  and  tender  that  they 
were  visible  only  from  particular  ])oints  of  view. 
Bare  was  our  porch  in  June,  and  but  for  a  neigh- 
bor's hint  bare  it  woulc'  have  remained.  Our 
gardener's  vine  was  one  of  the  "  slow  and  sure" 
kind,  warranted  to  cover  the  lattice  in  five  years  ; 
whereas  Thcoph  and  I  were  hardly  willing  to 
wait  as  many  days. 

The  hint  proved  cheering,  however;  for  with 
our  new  neighbor's  assistance  we  planted  niorn- 
ing-glory  seed  on  one  side  of  the  porch  and  Ma- 
deira roots  on  the  other;  and,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  Theoph  and  I  did  sit  under  the  shadow  of 
its  vines  before  the  summer  was  over — that  is, 
when  the  mosquitoes  allowed  us  the  privilege. 

As  for  the  velvety  lawn — if  a  wide  expanse 
bearing  six  stones  to  each  blade  of  grass  consti- 
tutes a  lawn,  we  had  one  with  a  vengeance. 
The  flower-garden  also  fell  short  of  our  antici- 
pations, certainly  as  far  as  luxuriance  was  con- 
cerned. Most  of  the  "showy  annuals"  Averc 
like  their  modest  sisters  alluded  to  by  Gray : 
they  "blushed  unseen,"  if  ^hey  ever  blushed  at 
all,  for  we  never  saw  any  thing  but  their  tomb- 
stones, or  rather  the  labels  Avhich,  at  the  time  of 
planting,  Mike  had  carefully  erected  over  the 
grave  of  each  particular  variety. 

The  kitchen-garden  was  more  promising,  and 
that  was  of  the  most  importance,  after  all.  For 
what,  as  our  neighbor,  Miss  Kimso,  observed, 
are  so  delightful  as  pure,  sweet,  country  vegeta- 
bles, fresh  from  "your  own  vines  and  fig-trees?" 
This  remark  must  be  taken  with  mental  reserva- 
tion, for  it  was  a  peculiarity  of  Miss  Kimso  never 
on  any  account  to  use  a  quotation  correctly, 
though  she  was  overflowing  with  them  at  all 
hours  and  upon  all  occasions. 

Blithe  and  agile,  apparently  nearing  her  for- 
tieth summer,  with  light  curls  falling,  "in  a 
spring-like  way,"  on  either  side  of  a  face  over 
which  Time  had  tenderly  drawn  his  finger,  press- 
ing hardest  round  the  mouth  and  eyes,  she  dif- 
fused an  electric  influence  that  liad  light  rather 
than  life  in  it.  Her  short,  quick  footfall  im- 
pressed one  with  a  sense  of  the  instability  of 
tilings  generally.  If  tliere  Avas  strength  any 
Avhere  it  A\'as  in  her  eye,  but  it  Avas  the  strength 
of  banded  sentiments  rather  than  of  thought — 
of  kindliness  rather  than  of  sacrifice.  That  a 
Avarm  heart  Avas  fluttering  somcAvhere  in  her 
Avisp-like  little  body  Ave  soon  had  ample  proof. 
From  the  evening  of  our  arriA^al,  when  she  ran 


over  Avith  a  kettle  of  hot  tea  and  a  dish  of  but- 
tered biscuit,  saying,  by  Avay  of  apology,  that 
she  Avas  a  stranger,  but  "Avcre  aa^c  not  all  men 
and  brothers  ?"  Ave  felt  that  avc  should  like  her, 
Avhatever  might  be  her  peculiarities. 

After  a  Avhile  Ave  began  to  feel  quite  comfort- 
able in  our  ncAV  abode.  The  servants  ceased  to 
comjjlain  that  the  place  Avas  "so  dreary-like." 
As  for  the  children  they  Avere  in  Elysium,  and 
reveled  and  romped  from  morning  till  night. 
Here  and  there  a  flower  bloomed  on  some  solita- 
ry spike,  and  a  faint  greenish  hue  broke  out  in 
spots  OA'er  our  laAvn.  The  tree,  too,  Avas  an  un- 
failing source  of  joy  and  admiration  ;  and  Miss 
Kimso's  coAv,  Avith  a  tinkling  bell  SAvinging  from 
its  neck,  served  to  give  a  rustic  charm  to  the 
scene.  Besides,  the  birds  exerted  themselves 
Avhen  they  found  Ave  Avere  not  dull-eared  coun- 
try-folk, and  crickets  and  katydids  gaA'e  a  ])ulse 
to  the  very  air  avc  breathed.  Theoph  had  smug- 
gled a  great  trunkful  of  books  among  the  bag- 
gage, and  Avas  ncA'er  at  a  loss — though  the  chil- 
dren's muddy  shoes  and  their  freckled  little  noses 
distressed  him  exceedingly. 

The  croAvning  joy  of  all,  hoAvever,  Avas  our 
horse  and  rockaAvay.  Theojjhilus  and  I  had 
held  many  a  consultation  before  Ave  decided 
upon  this  piece,  or  rather  these  pieces,  of  ex- 
travagance. But  there  Avas  such  a  snug  little 
barn  on  the  premises,  and  Philly  needed  the 
rides  so  much,  and — in  short,  Ave  Avishcd  it ;  and 
Avhen  did  any  one  ever  cultivate  a  Avish  Avithout 
producing  a  plentiful  crop  of  good  reasons  in 
its  favor? 

I  may  inform  the  trusty  reader  that  our  rock- 
aAvay  Avas  second-hand ;  as  good  as  new,  hoAv- 
CA'er,  or  even  better,  if  the  representations  of 
Messrs.  Jacobs  and  Co.,  carriage-dealers,  arc 
to  be  relied  upon.  The  horse  Avas  represented 
to  be  a  rare  mixture  of  physical  perfection  and 
all  the  cardinal  virtues.  Certainly  a  prettier, 
more  graceful  animal  never  trod  in  harness. 
He  had  such  grand  Avays  too ;  Avould  paAV  the 
earth  Avith  Impatient  hoof,  and  curve  his  neck 
as  though  he  felt  the  blood  of  old  Bucephalus 
coursing  in  his  veins.  The  daintiness  of  his  ap- 
petite Avas  charming ;  and  for  a  Avhile  our  great 
])astime,  AvhencA'cr  he  Avas  brought  to  the  door, 
AA'as  to  pull  up  spears  of  grass  for  him,  and  put 
lumps  of  sugar,  one  by  one,  into  his  lordly 
mouth.  I  used  often  to  lay  my  cheek  against 
his  Avarm  neck,  and  fancy  myself  Di  Vernon, 
until  one  day  Mike  startled  me  Avith, 

"  Have  a  care,  or  he'll  be  steppin'  on  yer  foot, 
mum  !  He  was  near  takin'  the  toes  off  meself 
this  mornin' !" 

I  sprang  back,  knocking  Julie  and  Nelly  over 
in  the  act. 

"Why,  Mike,  you  don't  mean  to  say  that 
there's  any  thing  vicious  about  him,  do  you  ?" 

"Well,  indade,  mum,  perraps  he's  not  afther 
knowin'  that  your  fate's  any  tinderer  thin  his 
OAvn  is,"  he  answered,  adjusting  the  harness  as 
he  spoke  ;  "and  the  flies  has  him  oneasy  like. 
Would  ye  be  Avantin'  me  to  drive,  mum,  or  is 
the  gentleman  intendin'  to  go?" 
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"I  shall  drive,"  answered  Theophilus,  step- 
ping from  the  porch. 

AVhen  we  were  all  in — two  on  the  front  seat, 
and  two  on  the  back— JNIike  retreated  a  few 
steps,  and,  without  raising  his  eyes,  said, 

"Would  ye  be  stoppin'  at  the  village.  Sir?" 

*'  Yes,"  replied  Theoph,  tightening  the  reins. 
"Why?" 

"There's  hay  a-wantin'.  Sir,  if  ye'd  plaze 
spake  till  them  about  it  down  to  the  bridge." 

Theo])h  nodded,  and  off  Ave  started.  The 
horse  went  beautifully,  and  his  driver  was  in 
high  spirits. 

"There's  a  stride  for  you!"  he  exclaimed,  aft- 
er a  moment's  silence.      "  Free  as  air,  isn't  it  ?" 

After  we  had  stopped  at  the  village  jDost-office, 
attended  to  a  little  marketing,  and  left  an  o^der 
for  the  hay,  Theoph  turned  the  horse's  head 
homeward. 

"I  say,  Em,  this  is  a  glorious  animal!  I 
can  sell  him  in  the  fall  for  double  his  cost.  Why 
in  the  world  Jacobs  let  me  have  him  for  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  I  can  not  conceive  !" 

"He  belonged  to  Jacobs's  brother,  you  re- 
member, who  was  going  unexpectedly  to  Cali- 
fornia," I  said. 

"Yes,"  returned  Theoph;  "but  Jacobs  was 
probably  ignorant  of  his  worth.  He  said  he 
knew  nothing  at  all  about  horse-flesh.  He's 
descended  from  the  famous  Black  Prince,  you 
know. " 

"  Who  ? — Jacobs  ?"  I  asked,  in  astonishment. 

"No;  the  horse.  It  strikes  me,  Emma," 
continued  Theophilus,  between  his  teeth,  "you're 
inclined  to  be  rather  facetious  this  morning." 

"Oh,  not  at  all,  darling!  go  on.  I  love  to 
hear  you  talk  about  the  beautiful  creature — " 

"Who?— Jacobs?" 

Of  course  I  pouted  now.  Theoph  would  have 
been  quite  restored  to  good-humor  by  his  own 
joke  had  not  the  horse's  tail  become  hopelessly 
entangled  in  the  lines  at  this  moment. 

"  That  rascally  Mike  has  forgotten  the  fly-net 
again  I    The  fellow  is  too  careless  for  any  thing ! " 

"It  is  provoking,"  I  assented,  amiably,  "es- 
pecially as  I  called  to  him,  while  he  was  harness- 
ing the  horse,  not  to  forget  it." 

One  bright  morning  in  June  it  occurred  to 
me  that  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  possi- 
ble harm  in  my  taking  the  nurse  and  children 
to  the  village  myself.  The  rockaway  was  in 
perfect  order,  and  Prince  was  so  gentle  that,  as 
Jacobs  had  said,  a  baby  could  manage  him. 
Besides,  Miss  Kimso  would  be  delighted  to  ac- 
company me  ;  she  knew  all  about  driving,  and 
would  attend  to  the  horse  while  I  was  in  the 
store. 

Accordingly  our  party  was  soon  ready  to 
start.  Miss  Kimso  and  I  Avere  on  the  front  seat, 
and  Ellen  the  nurse,  Philly,  and  the  tAVO  little 
girls  AA'ere  com])actly  stoAved  aAvay  in  the  rear. 

It  was  a  lovely  day,  and  Ave  enjoyed  our  ride 
to  the  utmost.  Philly  actually  croAved  Avith  de- 
light ;  and  his  sisters,  Avhen  they  ceased  com- 
plaining that  they  Averc  "so  cowded,"  laughed 
and  sang  with  glee. 


A  pleasant  letter  from  my  dear  friend  Mary 

C Avas  handed  me  at  the  village  post-office  ; 

our  purchases  Averc  made  ;  and  Ave  Avere  turning 
out  of  the  village  Avhen,  suddenly,  an  unusual 
sound  in  that  region  broke  upon  us — the  sound 
of  a  brass  band  in  the  distance  playing  that  in- 
spiriting air,  "The  Campbells  are  coming."  It 
came  from  a  shoAvy-looking  Avagon  moving  sIoav- 
ly  toward  us.  The  effect  was  really  charming. 
Nelly  cried,  "  Soljers,  soljers  !"  and  but  for  the 
nurse  AA^ould  have  fallen  from  the  rockaAvay  in 
her  excitement.  I  chirruped  to  Prince,  and  gave 
myself  up  to  the  pleasure  of  the  moment. 

The  notes  grcAv  more  distinct.  Flags  were 
Avaved  merrily  from  the  approaching  Avagon,  and- 
Master  Prince  stood  stock-still,  and  pricked  up 
his  ears. 

"  Ah !"  said  Miss  Kimso,  rolling  up  her  eyes, 
"'Music  Lath  charms  to  soothe  the  saA'age 
beast :'  let  him  listen." 

Prince  did  listen,  and  listening,  he  concluded 
to  accompany  the  music  Avith  a  merry  dance. 
He  pranced,  he  ambled,  he  chassed,  and,  finally, 
he  stood  on  his  hind-legs  and  boAved  to  an  im- 
aginary partner  before  commencing  the' grand 
galopade. 

Ellen  and  the  children  screamed,  Miss  Kimso 
clutched  at  the  reins,  and  I,  in  the  flash  of  a 
second,  remembered  every  cross  word  I  had  ever 
said  to  Theophilus. 

In  an  instant  tAvo  men  had  the  descendant  of 
the  Black  Prince  by  the  head,  and  were  speak- 
ing soothingly  to  him. 

"Whoa  boy !  whoa  boy  !" 

His  Royal  Highness,  after  a  few  more  flour- 
ishes and  fantastic  turns,  subsided  into  a  pa- 
thetic tremble. 

"Jim,"  said  one  of  the  men  in  a  Ioav  tone, 
"there's  one  of  them  blasted  circuses  a-comin' ; 
you'd  best  drive  the  ladies  home.  It's  Miss 
Smith,  you  know,  the  Yorkers  that  bought 
Weeks's  cottage.  Couldn't  that  young  Voman 
there  on  the  back  seat  Avalk  home?"  he  contin- 
ued, looking  tOAvard  me  and  raising  his  voice. 
"  It  ain't  more'n  a  mile  an'  a  'alf." 

"It's  tico,'^  muttered  the  other  man,  raising 
his  hat,  and  scratching  his  head  as  he  spoke ; 
"  it's  a  good  tAvo." 

Ellen  Avas  only  too  glad  to  get  out. 

' '  An'  Avill  I  carry  the  child,  mum  ?"  she  ask«d, 
composing  her  skirts  Avith  one  hand  Avhile  sup- 
porting Philly,  professionally,  Avith  the  other. 

"  Oh  no,  he's  too  heavy !"  cried  Miss  Kimso, 
jumping  nimbly  OA-er  the  back  seat.  "  Here, 
hand  him  to  me,  the  sAveet,  budding  innocent. 
I'll  take  good  care  of  him." 

Jim  sprang  in  beside  me  and  droA-e  off  cau- 
tiously amidst  a  shoAver  of  "  Thank  you's"  from 
Miss  K.  and  myself. 

Just  before  Ave  came  to  a  bend  in  the  road 
Master  Prince  began  to  prick  up  his  ears  again. 
Jim  gave  me  the  reins  in  a  tAvinkling.  "  Good 
land!"  he  exclaimed,  jumping  out  and  seizing 
the  animal  by  the  head — "he  smells  somethin' 
a-comin',  depend  on  it!" 

Indeed  he  did ;   tAvo  great  elephants,  and  a 


DOBBS'S  HORSE. 


611 


party  of  horsemen.    We  could  see  them  distinct- 
ly now. 

"  Keep  ycr  seats,  ladies !  There  ain't  no  dan- 
ger!" panted  Jim,  as  the  liorse's  head  gave  his 
arm  some  pretty  vigorous  jerks.  "  There,  whoa 
boy!  whoa!  whoa!'' 

Strange  to  say.  Prince  faced  the  elephant 
more  bravely  than  he  did  the  music.  lie  twitched 
and  trembled  all  over  at  first  and  seemed  ready 
to  drop  with  fear ;  but  the  man's  voice  and  touch 
gradually  reassured  him. 

It  was  an  old  elephant  and  her  young  one. 
What  wonder  that  a  poor  little  horse  should 
quiver  and  start  beside  that  mighty  bulk  with 
the  stealthy,  ponderous  tread ! 

The  young  elephant  stalked  closely  by  its 
mother,  and,  by  the  senseless  flourishes  of  its 
smooth  trunk  and  the  twitches  of  its  stumpy  lit- 
tle tail,  betrayed  the  youthful  s]nrit  that  time 
and  worldly  cares  had  quite  subdued  in  its  pa- 
rent. 

"Oh,  mamma!"  cried  Julie,  as  soon  as  her 
astonishment  would  allow  her  to  speak,  "  Oli, 
mamma,  do  look !  sec  the  dear,  little,  baby  ele- 
phant:  isn't  he,  too,  cunniu'?" 

"Yes,  dear,  very,"  I  responded,  abstractedly, 
looking  anxiously  at  Prince,  who  was  about  one- 
third  of  tlie  "  dear  little"  creature's  size. 

We  reached  home  without  any  further  mis- 
hap. Theophilus  and  Mr.  Uobbs  had  come  up 
by  an  early  train  and  stood  by  the  gate  to  wel- 
come us. 

Theoph  gave  one  of  his  queer  looks  as  he  spied 
the  coatless  youth  beside  me,  but  Dobbs  took  in 
the  thing  at  a  glance. 

"  Good-day,  INIadame !  Horse  has  been  a  lit- 
tle fractious,  hey  ?" 

The  next  day,  after  dinner,  Theophilus  pro- 
posed a  ride.      "Will  you  go,  Em?"  said  he. 

"  Not  to-day,  dear,  thank  you !  I  have  lost 
my  confidence  in  Prince  somewhat." 

"  Nonsense,  Em.  I'd  like  to  see  the  horse  I 
can't  manage.  Besides,  one  doesn't  meet  ele- 
phants in  this  latitude  every  day.  Put  on  your 
things,  love,  we'll  drive  to  Eagle  Rock." 

Llewellyn  Park  and  Eagle  Rock  were  always 
conquering  temptations  with  me.  W^hile  I  stood 
in  front  of  the  glass,  between  the  windows,  put- 
ting on  my  bonnet,  I  saw  our  hired  man  drive 
Prince  to  the  door.  The  beautiful  creature 
looked  so  gentle,  and  pawed  the  ground  so  re- 
flectively, that  my  foolish  fears  were  gone  in  an 
instant.  I  called  out  of  the  window  to  my 
spouse, 

"  Shall  we  take  Philly,  dear?" 

"Certainly,  by  all  means,"  he  replied,  "if 
the  little  dumpling  is  not  too  hcavv  for  you.*' 

"I'll  hold  her,"  called  up  Mr.  Dobbs,  look- 
ing utterly  wretched  in  an  instant. 

"Oh  no!"  laughed  Theoph,  "  let  the  nurse 
come  also,  Em.  There  is  plenty  of  room." 
Then  I  heard  him  say  in  an  under-tone  to  his 
friend, 

"  How  often  must  I  tell  you,  Dobbs,  that  the 
baby  is  a  boy  ?  Theophilus  Smith,  Junior  ; 
now,  don't  forget  it  again." 


"  Beg  his  pardon,  really  :  but  you  see  the 
name,  'Philly,'  misled  me.  I  thought  it  was 
Phillis.  The  rest  of  the  children  are  all  girls — 
ain't  they.  Smith?"  he  asked,  in  a  tone  of  deep 
interest. 

We  were  off  at  last.  Prince,  thoroughly  peni- 
tent, never  went  better.  If  any  thing,  he  showed 
scarcely  enough  spirit,  for  Theoph  and  I  were 
very  proud  of  him,  especially  as  people  in  the 
neighborhood  began  by  this  time  to  know  who 
we  were. 

"  He's  a  free  goer.  Smith,"  said  Mr.  Dobbs, 
regarding  him  critically.  "  Hallo !  he  don't  in- 
terfere a  little  in  the  hind-legs — does  he?" 

"Of  course  not,"  rejoined  Theoph,  scorn- 
fully. "Why,  look  at  him,  man!  There's 
no#  a  sounder  set  of  legs  any  where.  Did  you 
notice  his  breadth  of  chest?" 

"No;  but  I  see  he's  uncommon  high  in  the 
flanks.  He'd  make  a  racer.  Smith,  that  horse 
would !" 

Theoph  grew  radiant. 

"Give  him  the  reins,  Smith.  George!  what 
a  neck  he  has !  He's  kind,  too,  depend  upon 
it.  Not  one  animal  in  a  hundred  but  would 
have  run  like  all  creation,  coming  suddenly  upon 
an  elei)hant  in  that  way." 

"Certainly,"  assented  Theoph,  becoming  ec- 
static, "  I  don't  want  any  better  test  tlian  that. 
You  could  walk  him  up  to  a  whole  menagerie, 
Sir!" 

Just  then  we  heard  a  shout,  and  a  great  mud- 
dy white  pig  came  dashing  through  a  farm-gate. 

I  have  a  vague  remembrance  of  clutching 
wildly  for  the  baby ;  of  seeing  Dobbs  high  up 
in  the  air ;  of  my  cheek  being  dragged  heavily 
against  the  gravel,  and  of  scrambling  to  my  feet 
just  in  time  to  see  Prince  dashing  off  madly  in 
the  distance  with  our  rockaway,  minus  top  and 
passengers. 

What  bundle  was  that  lying  heavily  on  the 
bushes  beside  the  road  ?  Tlieoph  was  picking 
it  up.  It  was  Philly !  Paralyzed  at  the  sight, 
I  managed  to  gasp  out,  "Oh,  Theoph,  is  he  dead  ?" 

"No,  all  right!"  he  shouted,  clasping  the 
terrified  little  creature  to  his  heart.  "There's 
not  a  scratch  on  him,  thanks  to  those  good 
bushes!" 

"Hollo,  Smith!"  exclaimed  a  dusty  figure 
sitting  in  the  middle  of  the  road;  "allow  an 
old  sinner  to  correct  you.  I'd  give  a  little  cred- 
it to  Providence,  if  I  were  you." 

"Dobbs,  my  dear  fellow,  you  all  safe,  too? 
Yes,  indeed,  we  have  reason  to  thank  l^rovi- 
dence!"  he  exclaimed,  fervently. 

"For  which,  the  escape  or  the  accident?" 
asked  the  incorrigible  Dobbs,  getting  up  slowly 
and  knocking  the  dust  from  his  clothes. 

"For  both,"  returned  Theoph,  solemnly. 
"  Good  gracious,  Emma,  look  at  your  cheek !" 

I  couldn't  very  well  look  at  my  cheek,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  as  I  certainly  felt  no 
sensation  there,  I  scarcely  noticed  his  exclama- 
tion in  my  excitement,  iDut  ran  over  to  Ellen, 
the  nurse,  who  sat  upon  the  grass  looking  wild- 
Iv  about  her. 
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Theophiliis  and  Mr.  Dobbs  stood  her  upon 
her  feet  and  worked  licr  arms  like  inimp  liandles. 
There  were  certainly  no  bones  broken.  Yet  she 
seemed  bewildered  and  unable  to  walk. 

'•Oh,  Theoph,  dear,  she  is  injured  internal- 
ly!" I  cried,  in  distress.  "One  of  you  must  run 
to  Orange  for  a  doctor." 

''  Howly  Fathers  !  where  am  I  ?"  broke  forth 
the  poor  girl  at  last. 

•'  You're  all  safe  now,  Ellen,"  I  replied,  kneel- 
ing beside  her  and  putting  my  arm  tenderly 
round  her  shoulder.  "We  have  been  thrown 
from  the  carriage.  See,  here's  dear  little  Philly 
— don't  you  know  him  ?" 

Thcoi)h  held  the  baby  on  her  lap.  In  an  in- 
stant she  caught  him  in  her  arms,  and  kissed 
him  over  and  over  again,  sobbing  as  if  her  hfart 
would  break. 

"  Och,  me  darlin' !  me  darlin'  I  Is  it  kilt  ye 
are  ?  Ah,  my  poorty  baby  !  Bad  look  to  the 
murtherin'  baste  thin!" 

AVe  knew  she  was  all  right  now.  This  point 
settled,  I  suddenly  felt  a  great  tingling  in  my 
left  cheek.  Mr.  Dobbs  and  Theoph  were  talk- 
ing together.     I  heard  the  latter  say,  hurriedly, 

"Yes,  you  may  try — somebody  has  ])robabIy 
caught  him  before  this.  I  must  stay  and  attend 
to  Em." 

By  this  time  there  were  a  few  persons  around 
us.  One  fleshy  lady,  bearing  a  pitcher  of  wa- 
ter and  a  bundle  of  rags,  who  declared  it  was 
"the  most  mirac'lous  accident  she  ever  heard 
of" — two  teamsters,  and  a  sprinkling  of  deeply 
entertained  children. 

The  men  were  soon  busily  examining  the 
remnants  of  our  rockaway-top ;  lifting  broken 
bits  of  iron,  wood,  and  any  amount  of  leather 
and  torn  cushion  arrangements. 

"  If  it  hadn't  a  bin  sich  a  rotten  old  thing  it 
would  a  gone  harder  with  you,"  observed  one  of 
the  men,  sententiously,  to  my  crest-fallen  Tlieo- 
philus. 

"  Yes,  it  must  have  went  all  to  pieces  at  the 
first  go,"  remarked  the  other  teamster,  reflect- 
ively. 

The  fat  lady  conducted  our  dilapidated  party 
to  her  cottage  near  by,  and  in  true  Oriental 
style  gave  us  water,  and  bade  us  wash  and  be 
welcome.  My  cheek  proved  to  be  badly  scraped  ; 
but  Theophilus,  bless  his  heart !  is  the  tenderest 
nurse  in  the  world,  and  soon  made  me  com- 
paratively comfortable. 

Our  habiliments,  though,  were  past  repair. 
Such  looking  objects  as  we  were!  My  "love 
of  a  bonnet"  was  a  hopeless  wreck.  As  for 
Theoph's  clean  linen  "  duster"  it  was  past  re- 
demption by  either  soap  or  needle.  Ellen  was 
all  excitement,  and  remembered  the  accident  in 
its  minutest  particulars. 

"Och!  indade,  ma'am,"  she  repeated  again 
and  again,  "  but  it  was  arcful.  I  saw  the  horris 
give  one  lep,  and  thin  over  we  wint  all  forninst 
the  other!  but  I  never  oust  let  go  the  dear 
child,  ma'am,  but  jist  held  on  till  him  through 
it  all.  If  ye'll  belave  me,  ma'am,  I  gathered 
his  very  cloak  around  liim — so  I  did  I" 


After  putting  our  hearts  all  aglow  with  the 
thought  that  God's  children  were  good  and  kind 
^0  each  other  after  all,  our  adipose  friend  sent 
us  home  in  her  only  vehicle — a  farm  wagon 
filled  with  clean  straw. 

To  our  astonishment,  as  we  neared  the  house, 
we  saw  Mr.  Dobbs  and  the  man  rubbing  down 
Prince,  who,  steaming  and  panting,  stood  near 
a  cart-like  looking  affair  that  proved  on  inspec- 
tion to  be  the  remains  of  our  lovely,  "better- 
ash-new"  rockaway.  He  had  dashed  in  with 
it  at  a  furious  rate,  much  to  the  consternation 
of  our  home  force. 

A  lame,  aching  party  were  we  the  next  day. 
Mr.  Dobbs  was  sorely  bruised,  and  couldn't 
think  of  going  to  town.  Theoph  and  Kelly, 
our  hired  man,  took  Prince  back  to  Mr.  Jacobs 
and  entered  their  complaint. 

All  the  satisfaction  they  could  get  was  that 
"he  vash  not  a  horsh-dealer — it  vash  his  brud- 
der's  horsh — he  know  notting  'bout  him — his 
brudder  vash  gone  to  Canadah — " 

"You  told  me  California,'"  interrupted  poor 
Theoph. 

"  Yell,  vat  if  I  did?"  retorted  Mr.  Jacobs,  in 
no  way  disconcerted.  "My  brudder  vili  go  to 
both  country  'fore  he  come  home.  You  ax  me 
take  de  horsh  off  you  hand  ?  Vat  for  ?  I  no 
vant  him.  A  horsh  run  vay  vonce  he  ish  no 
vorth  zat"  (snapping  his  fingers). 

Just  as  Theoph,  after  a  despairing  protest, 
was  about  to  leave  the  spot  in  disgust,  accom- 
panied by  Kelly  and  the  Prince,  Jacobs  called 
him  back. 

"I  tell  you  vat  I  vill  do,  and  I  can  do  no 
more.  I  can  not  give  you  pig  price  for  runa- 
vay  horsh ;  he  ish  not  vort  tventy  dollar.  But 
I  vill  do  zis.  You  say  you  carriage  all  broke : 
veil,  I  vill  give  you  good  coupe',  most  so  good 
ash  new,  for  him  ;  vat  you  say  to  zat,  hey  ?" 

At  first  the  offer  was  rejected  with  disdain ; 
but,  finally,  my  Antonio,  not  having  his  Portia 
there  to  attend  to  the  case,  let  it  go  by  default. 
The  (horse)  flesh  fell  to  Shylock,  and  the  coupe 
was  sent  to  "Flowery  Grove"  by  the  evening 
train. 

The  only  excuse  Theophilus  gave  on  his  re- 
turn to  that  prematurely-named  spot  was  that 
he  could  not  conscientiously  sell  the  animal  to 
any  one  else ;  and  he  knew  carriage  number 
one  was  past  repairing.  As  to  another  horse 
he  really  did  not  know  how  in  the  world  he 
could  spare  the  cash  to  get  one  just  then,  but  he 
would  try  to  manage  it  somehow. 

At  this  point  Damon  came  to  the  rescue  of 
his  Pythias. 

"Smith!"  he  exclaimed,  springing  from,  a 
recumbent  position,  and  slapping  Theophilus 
on  the  shoulder,  "  iiave  I  been  asleep !  Why 
in  the  world  didn't  I  think  of  it  before  ?  There's 
just  the  very  animal  you  want,  over  in  West- 
chester County,  waiting  for  you  to  come  and 
take  him ! " 

Theo])h  stared  hopefully,  and  Mr.  Dobbs  con- 
tinued :  "Just  the  very  thing,  I  tell  you.  A 
good,  sound  family  horse — not  young,  but  all 
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the  safer  for  that.  Has  been  a  splendid-looking 
creature  in  his  day ;  but  the  people  up  there 
have  let  him  go  down  a  little.  All  they  care 
for  is  to  get  the  price  of  his  board.  I  have  had 
my  misgivings  of  late  that  it's  not  exactly  the 
right  place  for  him.  All  you  need  do  is  to  have 
him  brought  here  at  once.  You  will  soon  get 
him  in  high  condition,  and  may  have  the  full 
use  of  him  for  his  keep.  There  you  are,  my 
man !  Hold  !  I'll  (/ire  him  to  you,  though 
there's  not  another  man  in  the  world  that  should 
have  him. 

Pythias  thanked  him  heartily,  and  declared 
that  he  thought,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
would  be  al)out  the  best  thing  for  both  sides. 

"Certainly  it  would,  my  boy,  certainly  it 
would,"  said  Damon,  tumbling  back  again  on 
the  sofa,  "we'll  have  him  here  at  once." 

As  un  interested  spectator  to\he  scene  I  could 
not  help  wondering  why  Mr.  Dobbs,  who  evi- 
dently was  not  burdened  with  a  sur])lus  worldly 
treasure,  should  have  assumed  the  expense  of 
keeping  a  horse  in  this  manner.  Tlicophilus 
relieved  mo  by  asking  the  question  i)oint-blank. 

Mr.  Dobbs  rei)lied  ratlier  gruffly, 

*'He  belonged  to  my  mother — "  and  closed 
his  eyes  with  pretended  drowsiness.  I  saw  his 
lip  tremble,  though,  and  from  that  hour  have 
loved  him  in  spite  of  his  queer  notions. 

The  horse  was  on  a  farm  in  Westchester 
County,  near  the  old  cottage  where  our  friend 
had  lived  through  his  happy  childhood,  and 
where  his  parents  had,  within  a  year  of  each 
otlier,  fallen  into  their  last  sleep.  A  simple 
marble  slab  in  the  village  church-yard,  bearing 
the  inscription  "Father  and  Mother,"  marks 
their  resting-place.  My  tears  fell  one  bright 
day  last  autumn  when  an  old  woman  living  near 
the  spot  pointed  out  the  grave,  and  told  me  that 
she  saw  a  tall  gentleman  with  waving  brown 
hair  plant  the  ivy  and  roses  there  with  his  own 
hands. 

Great  was  my  surprise,  on  the  second  day 
after  our  upsetting,  to  receive  a  note  from  The- 
ophilus  saying  that  he  would  not  be  up  that 
night,  and  that  he  wished  Mr.  Dobbs,  "lame  or 
not,  to  come  down,  without  fail,  by  the  first 
train  !"  "  No  cause  for  alarm, "  the  letter  added  ; 
it  was  '/  only  a  business  affair  requiring  imme- 
diate attention,"  etc. 

On  the  next  evening  Theoph  came  back 
alone. 

"  Well,  Em,"  he  exclaimed,  while  kissing  all 
three  of  the  children  at  once,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, "Dobbs  is  off!" 

"Off!  where?" 

"  Why,  he's  gone.  Gone  to  California.  A 
splendid  opening  for  him  turned  up  yesterday. 
He  saw  the  parties  last  night,  and  was  off  this 
afternoon  at  a  few  hours'  notice.  The  energy 
of  that  man  is  prodigious !" 

"  How  long  will  he  be  away?" 

"  Oh,  perhaps  three  months,  perhaps  a  year; 
can't  tell.  Where's  Kelly  ?  Down  in  the  vil- 
lage ?" 

"Yes.     Whv?" 
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"I  shall  have  to  send  him  to  Westchester  by 
the  first  train  to-morrow  morning.  Dobbs's 
horse  is  to  be  brought  down." 

"  That  is  good  news !"  I  exclaimed,  quite  de- 
lighted. "But  how  did  you  have  an  opportun- 
ity to  make  the  arrangements  ?" 

"Oil,  Dobbs  thinks  of  every  thing.  You 
never  saw  any  thing  like  it.  Just  before  he 
started  he  handed  me  this  letter,  which  he  says 
will  make  it  all  riglit  with  Fowler,  the  man  who 
has  the  horse.  The  last  thing  he  said  as  the 
boat  let  go  was,  '  Take  care  of  old  Charley,  my 
boy.  "Love  me,  love  my  dog,"  you  remem- 
ber.' And  then  he  waA-cd  his  handkerchief  and 
was  off." 

All  the  next  day  our  household,  Philly  ex- 
cepted, were  in  a  fever  of  expectation  ;  and 
when  six  o'clock  came  (the  time  when  Kelly 
and  the  horse  were  expected  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance) the  excitement  was  intense.  Even 
jNIiss  Kiinso  ran  over  to  witness,  as  she  said, 
the  arrival  of 

''Tho  gallnnt  young  man  on  a  spirited  steed." 
The  two  little  girls  clapped  their  hands  and  ran 
about  the  lawn  like  bewildered  chickens ;  and 
the  cook,  housemaid,  and  Pollen  were  constantly 
running  in  turn  to  the  front  gate,  screaming, 
"There  he  comes!  No,  it's  a  wagon,  sure." 
"Faith,  he's  bringin'  two  horses,  mum.  Oh 
no,  it's  the  stage  that's  comin' !"  At  last  Ellen 
cried  out,  in  a  tone  of  unmistakable  certainty, 

"An'  by  the  powers,  mum,  here  he  is !  Well, 
if  iver  I  saw  the  like !" 

Heralded  by  this  announcement,  Kelly  (yclept 
"Pat"  by  his  intimates)  rode  in  state  through 
the  grand  entrance,  now  officiously  thrown  open 
by  Julie  and  the  cook.  Tlicophilus,  who  had 
been  under  the  pear-tree  reading  JMotley  with 
dignified  composure  all  the  afternoon,  threw 
down  his  book  and  came  forward. 

There  we  all  stood,  an  eager  group,  every 
eye  intent  upon  Charles  and  his  rider.  Kelly 
appreciated  his  opportunity,  and  tried  for  once 
"  To  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship." 
Alas !  it  w\as  useless.  Feeling  that  an  apology 
was  required  he  exclaimed,  after  jerking  angrily 
at  the  bridle  without  producing  any  visible  effect, 

"  Ah,  Sir,  divil  a  bit  off  uv  a  walk  would  he 
move  for  me  the  day!  The  craythure's  bones 
is  a'most  through  the  skin.  Sir." 

At  the  peroration  of  this  startling  address  he 
presented  a  side-view  to  the  assembled  specta- 
tors. The  effect  was  electric.  Theophilus  look- 
ed tragic ;  Miss  Kim  so  uttered  an  ejaculation  of 
horror ;  Ellen  and  Kitty  giggled  ;  and  the  cook 
clapped  her  hands  on  her  knees  and  laughed 
immoderately. 

"Faith,  he's  a  jewel,  Sir,"  said  Kelly,  with 
a  grin,  sliding  down  from  the  animal's  back  and 
gaining  courage  from  the  sounds  around  him. 
"Upon  me  sowl,  Sir,  I'm  thinkin'  it's  feedin' 
him  on  barrels  they've  bin,  if  seein'  the  staves 
betokens  any  thing." 

"  Silence !"  exclaimed  Theophilus. 

"Will  I  take  him  yonder  to  the  stable,  Sir?'" 
asked  Kelly,  sobered  in  an  instant. 
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"Yes.  Stay!"  said  Thcophilus,  with  some 
hesitation.  "Are  you  sure  you've  made  no 
mistake — that  you've  brought  the  right  horse?" 

"Faith,  Sir,"  answered  Kelly,  brightening, 
"  it's  mcself  axed  that  same  question,  Sir.  But 
there  wasn't,  barrin'  this  one,  another  horris  i,n 
it.  Perrai)S  the  letther,  Sir,  will  tell  yez  about 
it,"  he  continued,  as,  after  tugging  at  his  pock- 
et for  a  minute  or  so,  he  succeeded  in  produc- 
ing a  crumpled  note. 

"  Yes,  it's  all  right,"  said  Theoph,  after  read- 
ing the  missive  and  handing  it  to  me  with  a  hope- 
less air. 

"Theoph,  dear,"  I  ventured,  soothingly,  as 
soon  as  we  were  alone,  "we  may  as  well  take 
it  as  a  joke.  It's  the  funniest  thing  that  has 
ever  happened  to  us,  so  why  not  laugh  at  it?" 

"Humph!"  replied  my  spouse,  stiffly.  "If 
you  can  see  any  fun  in  our  keeping  that  snuff- 
colored  skeleton  for  the  rest  of  his  days  you're 
very  welcome.  What  in  the  world  Dobbs  was 
thinking  of  in  saddling  me  with  that  lank,  long- 
backed,  high-hipped  aifair  I  can  not  conceive." 

"But  he  had  not  seen  him  for  some  time," 
I  urged,  knowing  that  the  best  way  to  get  The- 
oph in  a  good  humor  was  to  take  his  Damon's 
part.  "He  told  us  the  horse  would  probably 
be  in  bad  condition,  you  know." 

"  Yes,  so  he  did.  Let  Dobbs  alone  for  being 
fair  and  honest.  Well,  care  and  good  feeding 
may  possibly  bring  up  the  old  nag  after  all.  He 
said  he  had  been  a  splendid  animal,  didn't  he  ?" 

"  Certainly  he  did.  Every  body  knows  what 
a  difference  a  little  flesh  makes  with  a  horse. 
When  once  we  get  him  good,  and  fat,  and  well- 
brushed,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  he  will  be  a 
different  creature  ;  and,  after  all,  the  great  com- 
fort is,  he  will  be  perfectly  safe  and  reliable. " 

"There's  a  skeleton  in  every  house,"  says 
some  old  croaker,  I  forget  who,  and  sometimes 
one  can't  help  believing  that  it  is  so.  Ou?-  skel- 
eton was  most  empiiatically  old  Charley.  Rub- 
bing, brushing,  combing,  blanketing,  feeding  the 
creature  were  of  no  avail ;  a  skeleton  he  remain- 
ed. To  be  sure,  when  compelled  to  use  him, 
we  managed  to  conceal  his  anatomy  by  means 
of  an  elaborate  fly-net,  adding  a  sort  of  double 
night-cap  arrangement  which  went  over  his  ears, 
and,  with  its  dangling  tassels,  gave  a  slightly 
animated  effect.  This  arranged,  Kelly,  by  tight- 
ening the  check-rein  so  as  to  raise  the  long  neck 
to  a  slight  angle  with  the  back,  and  plying  the 
whip  industriously,  strove  to  keep  up  ap]»ear- 
ances  while  conveying  us  to  church  or  to  the 
village.  Theophiliis,  Avho  walked  to  and  from 
the  station  every  day,  couldn't  and  wouldn't 
drive  the  creature ;  but  Miss  Kimso  and  my- 
self sometimes,  on  rare  occasions,  assumed  that 
responsibility.  That  it  was  a  mortification  both 
to  the  flesh  and  the  spirit  to  do  so  I  will  not 
deny.  But  the  baby  needed  mountain  air  ;  and 
Kelly,  who  was  coachman,  footman,  stable-boy, 
gardener,  and  wood-cutter,  all  in  one,  could  not 
always  make  it  convenient  to  accompany  us. 

In  simple  justice,  however,  to  the  venerable 


Charles,  it  must  be  stated  that  balking  was  not 
a  frequent  practice  with  him.  As  a  general  rule 
he  jogged  along  at  a  regular  gait,  engrossed  in 
brown  study ;  and  it  was  only  Avhen,  apparent- 
ly, the  subject  under  consideration  became  too 
much  for  him  that  he  stopped  short,  in  order  to 
take  it  up  deliberately  in  all  its  possible  bear- 
ings. I  really  did  not  dare  to  tell  Theophilus 
of  this  little  peculiarity,  for  fear  my  career  as  a 
whip  should  suddenly  be  ended  by  imperial  com- 
mand. With  his  high  sense  of  honor  and  the 
claims  of  friendship  I  knew  he  would  keep  old 
Charley  at  any  cost,  and  the  luxury  of  another 
horse  was  not  to  be  thought  of  for  an  instant. 
Poor  Theoph  felt  the  deprivation  keenly,  but  he 
never  hesitated  when  following,  as  he  believed, 
the  simple  line  of  duty.  He  would  be  true  to 
Dobbs,  and  Dobbs's  horse,  whatever  might  hap- 
pen. Sometimes,  from  his  high  altitude,  he 
would  try  to  regard  Charley  as  a  real  treasure, 
or,  as  his  friend  Sparrowgrass  would  say,  "a 
most  excellent  thing  to  have  in  the  country;" 
but  this  was  carrying  high-toned  principle  a  lit- 
tle too  far. 

One  afternoon  my  husband  came  from  town 
by  an  earlier  train  than  usual.  I  should  have 
been  alarmed,  fearing  he  was  ill,  had  I  not  heard 
him  whistling  "7/  Segreto^^  as  he  walked  up  the 
path. 

"Em!"  he  shouted,  as  he  bustled  into  the 
cottage,  "want  to  go  to  town  to-night?  I've 
taken  seats  at  the  Academy.  They're  going  to 
have  'Lucrezia  Borgia'  for  the  last  time  this 
season  !" 

"Oh,  Theoph!"  I  cried,  in  dismay,  "how 
could  you  ?  You  know  I  can  not  possibly  leave 
the  children." 

"Yes,  you  can,  my  dear;  I  have  made  ar- 
rangements for  Aunt  Ann  to  come  up  b^'  the 
half  past  five  train  on  purpose," 

"Oh,  thank  you,  Theoph!  What  a  dear, 
thoughtful  creature  you  are !  but — "  And  my 
heart  sank  at  a  thought  which  flashed  upon  me. 

"  But  Avhat?"  asked  Theoph,  impatiently. 

"  My  bonnet !"  I  faltered.  "  I  have  no  bon- 
net!" 

"No  bonnet!  Why  what  in  the  world  did 
you  wear  to  the  village  yesterday?" 

"  Oh  that  was  a  distressed  old  thing.  My 
best  one  was  ruined  on  that  day — " 

"  What  day?" 

"Why  the  day  that  Prince  ran  away  with 
us.     Don't  you  remember?" 

Theoph  did  remember  perfectly,  of  course ; 
but  he  wished  to  go  to  the  opera,  and  so  would 
not  admit  any  thing  in  reference  to  the  damaged 
head-gear.  He  flung  the  tickets  upon  the  sit- 
ting-room table,  and  asked,  with  an  injured  air, 
what  was  to  be  done  ? 

Suddenly  his  mood  brightened.  "I  have  it! 
Wear  one  of  those  worsted  things  such  as  you 
hang  over  the  chairs  in  winter.  What  do  you 
call  them?     Riggle — riggle — something?" 

"Rigolette!"  I  laughed.  "Yes,  so  I  can. 
]My  rigolette  will  answer  admirably  ;  but — oh 
dear! — how  can  I  wear   it  coming  home   to- 
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morrow  ?  No  lady  would  wear  such  a  thing, 
traveling,  in  the  day  time." 

Thcoj)h  threw  up  his  arms  in  desperation. 
"Well,  if  it's  not  easier  to  start  a  ship  of  war 
tlian  a  woman  any  time !  There  are  hats  in 
New  York,  I  presume.  You  can  buy  one  in  the 
morning." 

Prudence  forbade  the  suggestion  that  ladies 
were  also  not  in  the  habit  of  shopping  by  day- 
light in  rigolettcs.  Trusting  that  somebody  at 
Aunt  Ann's  would  lend  me  a  bonnet  for  the  pur- 
pose, I  hastened  from  the  room,  in  fine  spirits, 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  our 
departure. 

In  an  instant  Theoph  called  out,  in  a  tone  of 
despair, 

"Em,  it's  no  use!  The  next  train  doesn't 
stop  at  this  station,  and  there  is  no  other  until 
nine  o'clock!" 

"Never  mind!"  I  called  back,  leaning  over 
the  baluster.      "The  5.30  train  stops  at  Orange." 

"But  Orange  is  six  miles  oif,"  groaned  The- 
oph. 

"  What  if  it  is  ?"  I  responded,  cheerily.  "  Old 
Charley  can  take  us  if  we  start  in  time." 

"  Hurrah !  so  he  can  ;  and  stop  for  Aunt  Ann 
too  at  our  de])ut  on  his  return.      Hurry,  dear!" 

Our  turn-out  didn't  look  so  very  badly  after 
all  when  Kelly,  arrayed- in  his  best  clothes, 
drove  around  to  the  door.  That  fly-net  was 
certainly  a  great  institution.  After  kissing  the 
children  a  dozen  times,  and  thanking  Miss  Kim- 
so  for  her  kind  offer  to  remain  with  them  until 
Aunt  Ann's  arrival,  we  sprang  into  the  coupe, 
and  directed  Kelly  to  drive  with  all  practicable 
speed  to  the  Orange  Dc'pot. 

Charley  seemed  determined  to  do  his  best ; 
and  Theoph,  leaning  back  complacently,  re- 
marked, "If  we  keep  on  at  this  rate  we  shall 
have  time  enough  and  to  spare." 

Before  we  had  proceeded  a  mile,  however, 
my  unfortunate  spouse  suddenly  clapped  his 
hands  on  his  pockets,  looked  blank,  and  gasped, 

*'  There  !  I  have  left  the  tickets  in  the  pock- 
et of  my  other  coat.  Stop,  Kelly;  we  must  go 
back  for  them  :  there's  ample  time." 

Kelly  turned  toward  home,  and  Charley,  well 
pleased  at  the  change,  started  oif  at  quite  a  live- 
ly pace.  More  for  the  sake  of  saying  something 
than  for  any  other  reason  I  remarked  that  I 
thought  I  saw  him  throw  them  on  the  sitting- 
room  table.  Quick  as  a  wink  Theoph  clapped 
his  hands  on  his  pockets  again. 

"  No — all  right — I  have  them.  I  remember 
now  picking  them  up  the  last  thing.  Turn 
around  again,  Kelly." 

Order  easily  given,  and,  one  would  suppose, 
easily  obeyed.  But  alas!  what  can  willing 
mind  avail  against  obstinate  matter?  Kelly 
pulled  one  rein,  clicked,  shouted,  and  plied  his 
whip — all  to  no  purpose.  He  even  stood  up  to 
give  additional  vigor  to  his  strokes,  then  jump- 
ed out  and  took  "the  baste"  insinuatingly  by 
the  head.  Charles's  determination  was  evi- 
dent. Go  forward  he  would;  turn  around  again 
he  would  not. 


"Then,  by  the  powers!"  exclaimed  Kelly, 
seating  himself  with  new  energy,  and  lasliing 
his  horse  forward,  "but  I'll  get  ahead  of  ye 
yet,  yer  varmint ! " 

"What  are  you  going  to  do  now?"  cried 
Theoph. 

"I'm  going  up  a  bit,  Sir,  to  the  next  turn 
there  by  the  churrich.  If  I  can  just  ka])Q  his 
attintion  till  we  get  onto  the  other  road  it's  all 
right  wid  yez  yet." 

Theoph  looked  admiringly  at  Kelly,  and  whis- 
pered something  to  me  about  "native  wit ;"  but 
I  was  too  much  discouraged  to  listen. 

The  ruse  succeeded.  Charley  turned  down 
the  next  road  during  one  of  his  fits  of  brown 
study,  and  Avas  soon  going  once  more,  slowly 
but  surely,  toward  the  station. 

After  proceeding  a  few  miles  further  we  saw 
our  train,  far  in  the  distance,  hissing  its  way 
along  like  some  great  reptile. 

"All  right!"  exclaimed  Theoph.  "We'll 
catch  it  yet,  if  this  old  bag  of  bones  doesn't 
tumble  down." 

Now  what  decent,  high-minded  horse  could 
be  expected  to  stand  such  a  remark  as  this  ? 

Charles  stopped  short. 

"  Get  up  !"  shouted  Kelly,  in  a  tone  of  alarm. 

The  distant  train  became  more  distinct. 

"  Get  up,  you  baste!" 

We  could  almost  count  the  cars. 

"Ge-et  up!" 

The  smoke-pipe  would  soon  be  visible. 

"  Arrah!  be  gar!  irhlll ya  get  up?" 

Charles  stood  after  the  manner  of  a  kitchen- 
bench — legs  all  out  at  an  angle  of  forty-five. 

"I'll  tell  ye  what.  Sir,"  said  Kelly,  laying 
down  the  lines,  "There's  nothin'  for  yez  but  ter 
get  out  an'  walk.  It's  not  near  a  half  mile,  Sir, 
and  yc'd  be  there  in  time.  They  wait  a  good 
bit  ter  take  on  the  wood." 

Springing  out  Avith  alacrity — for  I  was  not 
going  to  miss  the  opera  after  all  this  trouble — I 
led  the  way  resolutely,  and  Theoph  followed. 

"  This  is  what  I  call  seeking  ])leasure  under 
difficulties,"  he  panted,  gaining  my  side  as  I 
hurried  on. 

"Yes,  but  it's  worth  it,"  said  I;  "we  can 
rest  in  the  cars." 

And  so  we  might  have  rested  in  the  cars 
had  not  the  locomotive,  Avith  a  fiendish  shriek, 
dashed  out  of  the  depot  Avith  the  whole  train 
just  as  Ave  Avere  Avithin  tAventy  feet  of  the  plat- 
form. 

Shall  I  enter  into  the  details  of  that  exciting 
six-mile  Avalk  homcAvard,  or  tell  how  Ave  hast- 
ened in  the  hope  that  we  might  still  find  Char- 
ley in  statu  quo ;  how  Ave  had  the  agony  of  see- 
ing him,  in  the  distance,  finally  yield  to  Kelly's 
labors ;  hoAV  Theophilus  called  and  shouted  in 
vain,  as  the  equipage  rattled  homcAvard  hope- 
lessly in  advance  of  us ;  how  Ave  still  flcAv  on 
and  trusted  that  Charley,  who  never  ran  so  be- 
fore nor  since,  Avould  take  a  rest  and  enable 
Kelly  to  hear  our  beseeching  cry ;  how,  finally, 
we  did  OA'crtake  them  just  before  Ave  reached 
our  OAvn  gate ;  and  hoAV  Aunt  Ann  soon  came 
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puffing  up  the  road  quite  indignant  that  no  car- 
riage had  been  sent  to  the  station  to  meet  her  ? 
No.  Rather  let  the  reader  foncy  us  sleeping 
sweetly  and  calmly  that  night  after  our  unwont- 
ed exercise. 

Let  him  also  imagine  my  emotions  when, 
in  the  dead  of  night,  I  was  wakened  by  a  mys- 
terious thumping,  apparently  within  three  inches 
of  my  head. 

I  sprang  to  the  floor.  The  window  was  open, 
but  it  was  too  dark  to  see  any  thing.  Presently 
the  thumping  Avas  repeated,  and  I  heard  Kelly's 
voice  calling  outside, 

"Mr.  Smith,  are  ye  there,  Sir?" 

"What  is  the  matter?"  I  called,  terror- 
stricken. 

"It's  Mr.  Smith  I'm  wantin',  mum.  The 
horris  is  very  bad.  Would  ye  ask  him  to  come 
till  the  stable,  mum  ?" 

"Theoph!  Theoph!"  I  cried,  "wake  up! 
Old  Charley's  sick!" 

He  gave  a  dismal  moan  at  the  name,  but 
never  stirred. 

"Theoph"  (shaking  him  vigorously),  Theoph- 
ilns !  old  Charley's  sick — dying  perhaps — oh  do 
wake  up.     What  would  IVIr.  Dobbs  say  if — " 

"Dobbs  be  hanged  !"  muttered  Theoph,  glar- 
ing wildly  at  me.  "There  goes  the  train!" 
and  he  tumbled  back  on  his  pillow  like  a  40- 
pounder. 

After  rummaging  frantically  for  the  matches  I 
lit  a  candle.  By  this  time  Philly  was  awake 
and  screaming  lustily.  Theoph  yielded  to  our 
combined  efforts. 

"What  is  the  matter?"  he  asked,  sitting  up 
and  rubbing  his  eyes.     "  Is  the  baby  sick  ?" 

"No.  Kelly  wants  you  to  go  to  the  stable. 
I'm  afraid  old  Charley's  dying." 

"You  don't  say  so!"  exclaimed  Theoph, 
leaping  up  with  great  alacrity.  "If  he  is  veiy 
bad  we'll  probably  want  whisky,  or  something 
of  that  kind,  Em,  and  hot  water.  Perhaps 
four  pails,  too,  so  that  we  can  soak  all  of  his 
feet  at  once,"  he  added,  chuckling.  In  fact  I 
never  saw  Theoph  in  better  spirits,  though  he 
seemed  resolved  to  do  all  he  could  to  save  the 
poor  beast. 

Soon  after  Theoph  went  out  Kelly  came  to 
ask  for  the  "  dimmyjohn,  ma'am." 

"  Och !  but  there's  a  hape  in  it! "  he  exclaimed, 
shaking  it  as  he  walked  out. 

Next,  Theoph  ran  into  the  house  for  a  long- 
necked  bottle,  with  which  to  administer  the 
whisky.  We  had  quite  a  long  search  before  we 
found  one,  especially  as  the  draft  blew  out  our 
candle  three  times.  At  last  we  were  successful. 
I  put  on  a  big  shawl  over  my  double  gown  and 
went  with  Theoph  to  hold  the  lantern. 

We  found  Kelly  in  excellent  spirits,  and  more 
talkative  than  was  his  v/ont  amidst 

''The  din  and  tell-tale  glare  of  noon." 

Poor  Charley  took  the  whisky  quietly  enough, 
though  he  had  a  kind  of  spasm  afterward.  His 
struggles  were  really  frightful. 

•'  Rub  his  legs,  Kelly,"  said  Theoph. 

"Ah,  be  gorra,  Sir,"  answered  Kelly,  obey- 


ing after  a  fashion,  "  I  wouldn't  be  after  throub- 
bling  meself  about  the  craythur,  Sir.  It's  dyin' 
he  is,  anyhow.  Arrah  !  an'  it  '11  be  an  aise  till 
his  bones  to  be  under  the  sod !  Divil  a  wooden 
over-coat  he'll  be  wantin',  at  all,  at  all!" 

Being  soon  weary  of  this  style  of  eloquence, 
I  put  the  lantern  upon  the  ground  and  returned 
alone  to  the  house.  Theoj^h  followed  in  a  few 
moments. 

"Era,"  he  called,  "where  can  I  find  some 
wood?  I  shall  have  to  make  a  fire  and  heat 
some  water.  Hadn't  you  better  wake  Bridget 
or  Kitty?" 

Rather  than  call  up  the  poor  girls,  who  had 
gone  to  bed  "worn-out  with  their  week's  iron- 
ing," I  assisted  my  comfort-loving  spouse  through 
this  mighty  performance,  and  smiled  to  hear  him 
whistling  "  //  Segreto'^  as  he  thrust  in  stick  after 
stick. 

"How  is  Charley  now?"  I  asked,  as  soon  as 
the  blaze  was  fairly  started. 

"  Pretty  bad ;  may  get  over  it,  though.  We've 
given  him  a  stiflF  dose  of  whisky;  and  I  told  Kel- 
ly to  rub  his  legs  (the  horse's  legs,  Mrs.  Smith) 
until  I  returned." 

It  seemed  as  if  the  water  would  never  get 
hot.  At  last  Theoph,  by  deliberately  scalding 
his  hand  in  it,  satisfied  himself  that  it  would 
"do,"  and  was  about  to  start  oflf  with  a  pailful, 
when  a  shrill  scream  caused  him  to  splash  about 
a  quart  of  the  fluid  upon  the  floor. 

"Help!  Murder!  Thieves!"  screeched  a 
voice  from  the  sitting-room. 

"Oh!"  laughed  Theoph,  "it's  Aunt  Ann. 
Go  quiet  the  poor  soul,  Em,  while  I  call  Kelly 
to  take  this  pail." 

In  vain  "Kelly!"  "Kelly!"  rang  out  on  the 
midnight  air.  No  individual  of  that  name  made 
his  appearance.  Theoph  told  me  afterward  that, 
when  in  desperation  he  carried  the  hot  water  to 
the  barn  himself,  he  found  Kelly  on  his  knees 
hugging  old  Charley  most  affectionately. 

"  Ah,  my  honey,"  whispered  Kelly,  confiden- 
tially, to  Charles,  "but  we've  had  the  fine  time 
thegither.  It's  long  since  I've  had  a  drop  like 
that  to  warrum  me.  By  Saint  Pater!  but  whis- 
ky's the  stuff  for  a  boy,  anyhow!" 

"You've  been  at  the  whisky,  have  you?  you 
scoundrel !"  exclaimed  Theoph,  lifting  the  demi- 
john and  sliaking  it  with  unexpected  facility. 
"  Come,  get  up !     Do  you  hear?" 

"Have  I  bin  at  the  whisky,  yer  Honor?"  re- 
plied Kelly,  indignantly,  as  he  raised  his  head 
from  Charley's  neck.  "  Och!  is  it  dhrinkin'  I 
would  be,  an'  the  poor  baste  a  dyin'?"  and  Char- 
ley received  another  hug. 

Theophilus  may  have  had  great  trials  during 
the  remainder  of  that  night.  I  do  not  doubt  it. 
But  that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  have 
been  so  fearfully  cross  all  the  next  day.  Kelly 
was  a  model  of  penitence,  and  promised  by  all 
the  saints  on  the  calendar  never  to  transgress 
f.gain,  "exceptin',"  he  added,  "I'm  left  all 
alone  twicet  forninst  a  dimmyjohn  wid  the 
corrik  out — and  St.  Patrick  himself  couldn't 
howld  out  agin  the  like  o'  that." 
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Charley  did  not  die — not  a  bit  of  it.  He  was 
only,  as  his  keeper  said,  "a  little  overdid."  In 
a  few  days  he  was  quite  himself  again  ;  and  be- 
fore the  week  was  over  I  was  tempted  to  travel 
Q?i  voiture  to  the  village  once  more. 

I  am  happy  to  say  our  Rosinante  quite  re- 
deemed himself  on  the  occasion.  The  only 
fright  he  gave  me  was  in  showing  decided 
symptoms  of  lying  down  while  Kelly  was  in  the 
feed-store.  To  my  great  relief  a  good-natured 
negro  boy  came  to  the  rescue. 

After  tugging  a  while  at  Charley's  head,  and 
giving  him  a  mouthful  of  water,  he  volunteered 
a  remark  or  two. 

"  Dat  yere  horse  is  weak.  Miss  Smith,  he  is — 
can't  har'ly  stan'  up — dat's  a  fac,  he  can't — 
'pears  to  me  dey  ort  ter  gib  him  more  ter  cat." 

This  was  a  little  too  much.  As  I  had  no 
other  audience  I  ventured  to  inform  the  sable 
youth  that  the  animal  had  always  more  food  of- 
fered him  than  he  would  take. 

"Den  he  wants  powders — juss  let  dem  gib 
him  'dition  powders  fur  de  ap'tite — dey'd  fotch 
him  up  mighty  quick." 

The  result  of  this  little  dialogue  was,  that  be- 
fore long  we  purchased  a  package  of  Hadley's 
famous  Condition  Powders.  Young  Africa  Avas 
right.  They  did  give  Charley  an  appetite.  He 
became  ravenous  as  a  wolf;  but  not  an  ounce 
of  fat  appeared  in  consequence.  As  Kelly  fa- 
cetiously remarked,  it  was  "a  race  with  him, 
whether  to  get  higher  in  the  bone  or  lower  in  the 
flesh."  Even  Bridget  had  her  joke  at  his  ex- 
pense, and  talked  of  borrowing  him  for  a  wash- 
board. Theophilus  grumbled,  and  declared  that 
it  cost  more  to  feed  him  than  it  would  a  span 
of  ordinary  horses ;  and  finally  I  announced, 
that  ride  behind  his  miserable  carcass  I  never, 
never  would  again. 

Abandoning,  therefore,  all  hope  of  using  him 
for  the  present,  his  afflicted  owner,  paying  well 
for  the  privilege,  had  him  turned  loose  every 
day  in  an  adjoining  field.  Theoph  even  exam- 
ined the  fences  himself,  to  be  certain  that  they 
were  all  secure  ;  for  he  had  just  received  a  let- 
ter from  his  dear  Dobbs,  alluding  to  "  old  Char- 
ley" in  affectionate  terms. 

Here  the  creature's  first  exploit  was  to  delib- 
erately rush  upon  a  broken  rail  and  injure  him- 
self so  badly  that  we  were  obliged  to  send  for  a 
horse  doctor.  Accordingly,  Kelly  was  dispatched 
on  foot  to  a  small  brick  house  in  the  village, 
proclaiming  itself,  by  sundry  signs,  to  be  the 
abode  of  one  Sanders,  veterinary  surgeon,  and 
also  of  one  Amos  Dodd,  who  made  and  repaired 
gentlemen's  clothing  in  the  neatest  possible 
style. 

It  was  mournful,  after  all,  to  see  Kelly  riding 
back  with  the  "  docther"  in  a  muddy  gig,  and 
to  watch  them  standing  near  old  Charley  in  sol- 
emn consultation.  I  felt  as  if  there  was  a  death 
in  the  family  already.  Dr.  Sanders,  however, 
bound  up  the  injured  leg,  administered  a  pill  of 
about  the  shape  and  size  of  the  end  of  a  potato- 
masher,  and  proclaimed  his  patient  out  of  dan- 
ger. 


But  no :  Charles  keeled  over  during  the  aft- 
ernoon, and  lay  upon  the  grass  wjiizzing  like  a 
capsized  locomotive.  Tlieophilus  used  some  in- 
elegant expressions  while  gazing  upon  him,  and 
sent  for  Dr.  Sanders  again.  After  that  the  hot 
mashes  that  Kelly  was  forced  to  prepare  in  the 
kitchen  (especially  on  baking  days),  the  calls 
for  flannel,  Castile  soap,  rags,  and  hot  water,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  "dimmyjohn,"  were  enough 
to  drive  a  woman  wild.  At  last  Charles  grew 
better.  His  wounds  began  to  heal.  Kelly  teth- 
ered him  in  the  very  centre  of  the  field,  and 
went  about  his  work  whistling,  until  one  day 
when  that  sorely  tried  individual  ran  up  to  the 
house  in  high  wrath. 

"Ah,  Mr.  Smith,  Sir,  would  ye  come  look  at 
the  horris  ? — whatever  it  is  is  the  matter  wid  his 
leg — bad  look  to  it !  It's  bladin'  worse  ner  ever, 
Sir." 

Sure  enough,  Charles,  feeling  something  itch- 
ing unmercifully,  and  having  no  finger-nails, 
had  used  his  teeth  with  effect.  Dr.  Sanders 
swore  when  he  looked  at  him. 

"That  'ere  horse  needs  knockin'  on  the  head 
more'n  any  thing  else,"  he  observed. 

"  I  can't  do  that,"  answered  Theoph,  bitterly; 
"he's  the  gift  of  a  friend." 

"Friend  be  d !"  was  the  irreverent  com- 
ment, "/wouldn't  give  such  a  crcetur  as  that 
standing  room." 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  Charles  repeated 
the  biting  process  so  often  that  Dr.  Sanders  du- 
clarcd  "it  wasn't  any  use  for  him  to  be  running 
on  this  fool's-errand  business  any  longer;"  he 
"  couldn't  do  any  good  to  the  beast  unless  he 
had  him  down  to  his  own  place." 

Theophilus  was  only  too  glad  to  have  the  pa- 
tient removed,  and  Flowery  Grove  was  accord- 
ingly relieved  of  his  presence  })ro  tern. 

It  was  now  late  in  August.  Philly  was  get- 
ting on  so  well,  all  things  considered,  that  our 
physician  recommended  us  to  remain  in  tlie 
country  as  long  as  practicable.  Theoph  hired 
a  pretty  good  horse  by  the  month,  and  every 
thing  went  on  swimmingly,  except  that  the 
coupe,  after  costing  more  than  its  value  for  re- 
pairs, was  pronounced  by  competent  judges  to 
be  "rather  unsafe." 

Meantime  letters  came  from  Mr.  Dobbs  that 
filled  the  heart  of  Theophilus  with  delight. 

"Dobbs  would  be  comfortable — ^I'ich — in  less 
than  two  years,"  he  said  ;  and  ho  **  shouldn't  be 
surprised,  either,  from  certain  hints,  etc.,  if  the 
scamp  had  formed  an  attachment  down  there, 
or  rather  if  he  were  hopelessly  'smitten,'  for 
there  had  not  been  time  for  any  thing  deliber- 
ate." "  It  is  strange,  too,"  he  added,  "  that  he 
does  not  reply  to  a  solitary  point  in  any  of  my 
letters.     Oh !  the  rascal  is  surely  in  love  I" 

Tlie  conclusion  of  Mr.  Dobbs's  last  letter,  re- 
ceived in  October,  left  no  room  fur  doubt  in  the 
matter : 

"I  shall  start  for  New  York  by  the  next  steamer,"  he 
wrote,  "  for  a  short  stay  only.  California  must  be  my 
home  for  some  years  to  come.  And,  Smith,  old  boy,  I 
Bhall  riot  start  alone!    The  loveliest,  sweetest,  dearest 
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creature  that  God  ever  made  will  accompany  me  as  my 
wife.  We  sailed  out  here  in  the  same  vessel,  have  known 
C'lcli  other  ever  tince,  and,  well— wait  until  you  see  her, 
that's  all.     Then,  if  you  have  any  fault  to  find,  fire  away 

""••If  you  are  still  at  'Flowery  Grove'  (ha!  ha  I),  and 
you  can  get  r  room  for  us  at  Miss  Kim?o's,  we  shall  be 
mo:^t  happy  to  give  you  a  week  of  our  delightful  company 
immediately  after  landing.  15y-the-way,  old  chap,  why 
don't  you  write?  Not  a  line  from  you  have  I  received. 
Rusrgles  &  Co.  have  turned  out  jmme. 

'^i'at  old  Charley  for  me,  and  (beg  her  pardon  for  the 
juxtapo.^ition,  but  love  for  that  horse  is  my  weak  spot) 
pre-ent  my  warrae^^t  remembrances  to  your  dear  wife. 
She  will  love  my  Annie,  I  know.  Adieu!  Tray  for  your 
Benedict.  Yours,  Doiius." 

"He  will  be  here  in  ten  days!"  cried  The- 
oph,  ecstatically,  as  he  folded  the  letter ;  "and 
here  comes  I\Iiss  Kimso.  Now  we  can  ascertain 
about  the  room." 

Miss  K.  assented  to  the  arrangement  very 
cheerfully,  though  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  we  could  prevail  upon  her  to  accept  any  re- 
muneration. Theophilus  was  expatiating  upon 
the  virtues  of  his  adorable  Dobbs  for  our  benefit, 
wlien  Dr.  Sanders,  driving  by  in  his  dingy -look- 
ing gig,  held  up  his  horse  to  shout : 

"  ;Mr.  Smith,  you'd  better  send  for  that  horse 
of  vourn.  He's  just  eating  his  head  off  where 
he  is." 

"I'll  send  the  man  around  this  evening. 
And,  Sanders — just  let  him  liave  your  bill  at 
the  same  time,  will  you  ?"  answered  Theoph. 

"All  right!"  shouted  the  horse-doctor  as  he 
drove  otf,  leaving  a  cloud  of  dust  behind  him. 

When  Kelly  brought  old  Charley  home  that 
evening  (looking  more  bony  and  rickety  than 
ever),  and  delivered  the  bill,  I  really  was  afraid 
Theophilus  would  say  something  wrong,  he  look- 
ed so  desperate  for  an  instant ;  but  he  evidently 
restrained  himself. 

"Eating his  head  off!"  he  exclaimed,  at  last, 
after  gazing  upon  the  startling  bit  of  paper ; 
"  better  say  eaten  the  whole  of  his  wretched  car- 
cass again  and  again." 

In  due  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobbs  made  their 
appearance.  As  for  Mr.  Dobbs's  wife,  she  was 
certainly  a  charming  young  person.  We  were 
friends  from  the  very  first.  It  was  such  a  relief 
to  see  somebody  else  besides  Theophilus  wor- 
shiping Mr.  Dobbs! 

Before  they  had  been  with  us  an  hour  we  were 
all,  including  Miss  Kimso,  clustered  together 
near  the  porch,  laughing  and  chatting  like  old 
friends. 

Suddenly  the  countenance  of  Theophilus  as- 
sumed a  sardonic  grin. 

"Dobbs,"  said  he,  "I'm  going  to  do  some- 
thing handsome.  From  this  hour  old  Charley 
is  yours  again.  Accept  him  as  a  wedding-gift 
to  yourself  and  lovely  young  bride!" 

Mr.  Dobbs  stammered  forth  his  thanks,  and 
declared  he  would  be  "right  glad  to  see  the 
noble  old  fellow  again." 

"  Let  tlie  noble  old  fellow  be  brought  forth  !" 
commanded  Theoph,  in  a  tragic  voice. 

Kelly  soon  appeared,  dragging  the  wedding- 
gift  :\ft(!r  him  by  main  force. 

Mr.  Dobbs  sprang  to  his  feet. 


"That's  not  old  Charley!"  he  cried,  as  soon 
as  his  emotions  would  allow  him  to  articulate; 
"that's—"  And  the  gentleman  doubled  him- 
self with  laughter. 

"It  is  old  Charley,  though,"  returned  The- 
oph,  positively. 

"  I  tell  you  it  is  not,"  gasped  Mr.  Dobbs ; 
"it's— oh  dear!  I  shall  die!— it's  a  horse  that 
I  sold  long  ago  to  Jim  Fowler  over  in  West- 
chester County  for  fifteen  dollars!" 

Theo])h  turned  red,  rushed  into  the  house, 
and  soon  came  out  again  with  a  crumpled  sheet 
of  paper. 

Mr.  Dobbs  seized  it,  and  read  aloud  : 

'"J.  Folder: 

" '  Deae  Sir,  -^Wi^liing  to  have  my  old  horse  again,  I 
inclose  $40,  which,  I  believe,  covers  every  thing.  Please 
deliver  him  to  bearer,  and  (to  prevent  mistake)  rtturu  this 
letter  with  your  receipt  by  same  hand.     In  haste, 

"  'Yours,  respectfully,        Cuaeles  G.  Donns.'" 

"That's  straight  enough.  Sir,  isn't  it?"'  ex- 
claimed Theoph,  triumjjhantly.  "  Kelly  brought 
it  back  with  him  on  that  same  day,  an-d  here's 
the  receipt.     Kelly!" 

"  Yez,  Sur." 

"Didn't  you  get  this  horse  from  Mr.  Fowler?'' 

"  Sure,  Sur — "  began  Kelly. 

"  Of  course  he  did  !"  interrupted  My.  Dobbs. 
"  They're  all  named  '  Fowler'  in  this  place.  But 
it  was  John  Fowler  that  had  old  (>harley,  not 
James.  By-the-way,"  he  continued,  drawing  a 
package  from  his  breast-pocket,  "  I  havebrouglit 
some  unopened  letters  with  me.  There  were 
such  stacks  of  them  waiting  for  me  Avhen  I  land- 
ed that  I've  not  had  time  to  read  lialf.  Let's 
see.  Ah,  here  we  are!  This  looks  like  it." 
And  he  tore  a  yellow  envelope  asunder. 
'''Mr.  Dobbs: 

'■'• '  Respected  Sie,' — (this  is  it,  sure  enough) — 'as  your 
remittances  have  cot  come  to  hand  since  last  April,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  send  my  little  account  for  your  horse's  board 
— which  please  to  pay  as  soon  as  you  can,  as  I  have  none 
to9  much  on  hand  at  present  to  settle  my  spring  bills. 
Old  Charley  looks  better  now  than  any  young  horse  in  the 
place.  He  would  fetch  a  price,  if  j'ou  could  make  up  your 
mind  to  sell  him.  There's  people  a.^king  me  about  him 
most  every  day.  I've  rented  my  house  and  stables,  out 
and  out,  after  this  summer,  but  can  get  Charley  in  prime 
selling  order  in  two  weeks.  Excur^e  me  for  asking,  but  I 
do  wish  I  knew  why  you  gave  Jim  Towler,  down  the  road, 
$40  for  that  old  nag  of  his.  It  was  $25  more  than  he  gave 
j-ou  for  him. 

"  '  Please  settle  the  inclosed  bill  as  soon  as  you  can,  and 
oblige,        Your  obedient  servant,        JoitN  Fowi.eu.'" 

By  the  time  Mr.  Dobbs  ceasj^i  reading  The- 
ophilus was  quite  prepared  to  appreciate  the 
joke.  In  fact  we  all  laughed — Kelly  roared — 
and  even  old  Charley  (?),  who  stood  near,  threw 
up  his  head,  and  made  a  sound  wonderfully  like 
ha!  ha! 

Theophilus  spoke  first : 

"Dobbs,"  said  he,  "I  have  a  preposition  to 
make.  There  is  an  unpaid  bill  in  this  pocket 
from  the  horse-doctor  who  has  attended  yonder 
steed  through  various  slight  ailments.  You 
have  one  for  your  Charley's  board.  We  are 
both  ignorant  of  their  amounts.  What  say  you 
to  a  blind  cxclinngc?  Will  you  do  it?"  and  he 
held  out  the  folded  bill  at  arm's-length. 
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Mr.  Dobbs  glanced  once  more  at  John  Fow- 
ler's "little  account."  Tlien  lie  put  his  hands 
in  his  ])ockets,  and  gave  one  long,  penetrating 
look  at  "old  Charley." 

Finally  he  looked  up.  "No,  Smith,"  said 
he,  solemnly,  "I  couldn't  do  it;  upon  my  soul 
I  couldn't." 

After  this  Charley  drooped,  and  no  wonder. 
He  did  not  die  after  the  usual  manner  of  liorses, 
but  slowly  shriveled  away ;  and  before  we  re- 
turned to  town  we  laid  him  tenderly  under  our 
])car-tree. 

A  ROYAL  BENGAL  TIGER. 

YEAR  by  year  the  far-away  ends  of  the  earth 
are  made  commonplace  by  the  invasion  of 
some  Yankee  trader  or  English  filibuster,  who 
straightway  sets  up  a  colony,  introduces  trow- 
sers,  brandy  cock-tail,  and  tiie  latest  Paris  fash- 
ions, and  brushes  away  romance,  and  strange- 
ness which  makes  romance.  India  is  already 
English — as  the  Sandwich  Islands  are  American 
— in  manners  and  customs;  and  our  children 
may  travel  around  the  globe  without  losing  sight 
of  the  ugly  black  silk  hat  which  ought  to  be  the 
signal  of  civilization.  Cuba  is  girt  with  rail- 
roads, whose  engines  go  snorting  up  and  down 
the  ever-faithful  isle ;  adventurous  travelers  go 
to  Jerusalem  in  the  early  train,  and  telegraph 
from  Jericho  to  London  for  a  supply  of  clean 
linen  ;  the  Nile  has  been  seen  by  so  many  that 
tlic  hunter  after  novelties  must  turn  up  his  nose 
at  it^  and  between  Du  Chaillu  and  Speke  and 
Livingstone  there  remains  only  a  narrow  tract 
of  ten-a  incognita  in  Africa,  wiiich  some  out- 
rageous and  im])etuous  Briton  or  Yankee  will 
presently  explore,  and  leave  the  world  a  waste 
of  too  well  known  platitudes  to  the  next  gener- 
ation. 

"  There's  nothing  new,  and  nothing  true,  and 
it  don't  matter,"  said  a  misanthropic  Briton  ;  let 
us  go  back  to  the  old,  therefore.  We  know  all 
about  the  world  now ;  but  no  modern  traveler, 
choke-full  of  information,  is  half  so  interesting 
as  one  of  Purchas's  old  voyagers,  who  knew  no- 
thing— but  believed  much.  And  while  we  turn 
up  our  noses  at  a  book  about  the  India  of  to-day 
— and  with  reason,  too,  for  it  is  sure  to  discuss 
the  cotton  question,  and  the  indigo  question,  and 
the  opium  questi(m,  and  the  progress  of  common 
schools,  and  the  advancement  of  learning,  and 
the  growth  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  annual 
increase  of  wearers  of  trowsers  and  black  hats — 
a  book  about  India  actually  written  thirty  years 
ago,  but  only  just  published,  gives  us  some 
hojies  of  a  delightful  hour. 

We  remember  a  poor  sailor-boy  who  passed 
his  earlier  years  in  a  vain  search  after  monkeys. 
He  went  voyage  after  voyage  ;  he  saw  a  few  un- 
happy quadrumanes,  chained  and  spiteful,  for 
sale  here  and  there ;  but  when  he  inquired  after 
the  forests  full  of  monkeys,  which  his  grandfather 
had  told  him  of — no  matter  in  what  part  of  the 
world  he  asked — people  shrugged  their  shoul- 
ders, and  replied,  "Ah,  yes;  there  were  such 


things  hereabouts  once,  but  tlicy're  all  gone 
long  ago ;  monkeys  are  scarce  now."  Now, 
what  an  empty  and  foolish  world  it  is,  whci-e 
monkeys  are  scarce !  Consider  the  relation  of 
this  interesting  animal  to  Christian  civilization. 
He  is  the  very  antipodes,  the  opposite  extreme, 
of  the  black  hat ;  he  abhors  the  sight  of  trow- 
sers ;  brandy  cock-tail  does  not  agree  with  liini ; 
a  Yankee  is  a  monstrous  creature,  before  whose 
appearance  the  poor  beast  flies,  as  though  he 
knew  by  instinct  that  every  Yankee  carries  a 
locomotive  in  liis  pocket. 

Colonel  Campbell  went  to  India  in  1830,  be- 
fore railways  were  yet  firmly  believed  in  ;  when 
Professor  Morse  had  not  yet  happened  upon  the 
idea  of  the  abominable  electric  telegraph  ;  when 
yet  the  monkey  was  in  his  glory  over  a  large 
part  of  the  world.  lie  went  thither  a  young 
officer,  a  hunter — not  a  murderer,  like  Gordon 
Gumming — a  naturalist,  and  therefi)re  a  close 
observer  of  natural  objects.  In  Colonel  Camp- 
bell's time  there  was  no  overland  line  ;  no  sliort 
cut  by  steamer ;  men  went  to  India  in  good, 
stanch,  safe,  kettle-bottomed  sailing  ships — tea- 
wagons  they  were  sometimes  called ;  and,  if  it 
was  their  first  voyage,  they  were  favored  on 
crossing  the  equator  with  a  sight  of  NcjJtunc, 
and  duly  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  sea. 

"  The  ceremony  commenced  by  Neptune  ask- 
ing me,  through  a  speaking-trumpet  a])])licd 
close  to  my  ear,  '  How  old  I  was' — '  Why  I  had 
come  to  sea' — '  Whether  I  had  previously  crossed 
the  line,'  etc.  ;  and  each  time  I  attemjjted  to  an- 
swer having  the  enormous  shaving-brush,  cov- 
ered with  lather,  stuffed  half-way  down  my 
throat.  Declining  to  answer  only  made  matters 
worse ;  for  the  doctor  was  immediately  called 
upon  to  restore  my  power  of  speech.  This  he 
dextrously  accomplished  by  digging  his  lancet 
into  my  foot,  and  com])lcted  the  cure  by  cram- 
ming one  of  his  abominable  boluses  into  my 
mouth.  My  face  was  now  copiously  lathered 
and  scraped,  and  my  legs  being  tilted  up,  I  fell 
backward  into  a  sail  filled  with  water  to  the 
de])th  of  three  or  four  feet.  Blindfolded  as  I 
was,  I  fancied  myself  overboard,  and  struck  out 
for  my  life.  But  my  miseries  were  not  yet  end- 
ed. I  was  startled  by  a  hoarse  roar,  and  the 
two  bears,  who  had  been  lying  in  wait  for  their 
victim,  seizing  me  in  their  tarry  paws,  ducked 
my  head  imder  water,  and  bundled  me  about 
till  I  verily  thought  I  should  be  drowned.  At 
last  I  managed  to  tear  the  bandage  from  my 
eyes,  upset  one  of  the  bears,  and,  jumping  on 
his  prostrate  body,  succeeded  in  making  my  es- 
cape. Being  now  one  of  the  initiated,  I  was 
provided  with  a  fire-bucket,  and  allowed  to  amuse 
myself  by  ducking  the  unfortunates  who  succeed- 
ed me." 

Landing  at  Madras,  they  found  the  beach  be- 
set with  clamorous  natives,  all  eager  to  serve 
the  new-comers,  and  all  talking  at  once.  "Sa- 
laam Sahib! — Master  please  to  want  Dobash?" 
— asked  a  sleek,  well-fed  butler,  in  scarlet  tur- 
ban and  flowing  white  muslin  robes — making  a 
profound  obeisance,  and  thrusting  into  my  hand 
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a  huge  packet  of  written  certificates  of  character, 
the  greater  number  of  whicli  he  had  probably 
stolen  or  hired  for  the  occasion.  "  I  very  good 
'  bootleer.'   Plenty  good  character  I  got :  General 

H ,  Sahib ;   Colonel  S ,  Sahib  ;  Doctor 

H — — ,  Sahib — plenty  great  gentlemen  I  serve. 
Look,  Sahib  ;  Master  ])lease  to  read  ;  that  time 
lie  see  I  tell  true  word.  I  very  good  man — 
Hindoo  caste — not  can  tell  lie.  Ya,  ya!  sup- 
pose Hindoo  man  tell  lie,  that  time  Debil  come 
catch!" 

You  see  that  so  long  ago  as  1830  they  had 
already  imported  the  devil  into  India.  The 
English  hiive  been  playing  him  there  ever  since. 
In  those,  days,  when  the  pagoda-tree  still  grew 
•'on  India's  coral  strand"  as  well  as  in  the  up- 
country,  and  young  Englishmen  went  out  on 
purpose 'to  pluck  the  ripe  fruit  and  stuff  their 
pockets  with  it,  every  British  officer  traveled,  on 
the  march,  like  the  governor  of  a  province  ;  and 
a  clerk  in  the  civil  service  could  not  stir  abroad 
v.ithout  an  elephant  and  a  small  army  of  retain- 
ers. Colonel  Camj^bell  gives  an  instructive  list 
of  the  "principal  things  required  on  taking  the 
Held,"  which  will  make  the  captains  and  lieu- 
tenants of  our  Union  army  grin  : 

A  tent — single-poled  for  a  subaltern,  and  double-poled 
for  a  captain,  or  field-officer — with  two  or  four  bullocks  to 
carry  it,  according  to  its  size. 

A  portable  camp-table,  chair,  and  basin-stand. 

A  camp-cot,  consisting  of  a  light  frame-work  of  wood, 
with  a  rattan  bottom,  and  a  thin  cotton  mattress,  on  which 
is  packed  the  table,  chair,  and  other  light  articles — the 
whol3  L'cing  carried  by  two  coolies  on  their  heads. 

A  good  horse — or  two  of  them,  if  you  can  afford  it — 
with  his  attendants,  a  gorah-wallah,  or  horse-keeper,  and 
a  grass-cutter — one  of  each  being  required  for  each  horse. 

A  sufficient  number  of  bullocks  to  carry  your  baggage. 

Two  servants  :  a  dobash,  or  head  man,  and  a  maty-boy. 

Two  cowrie-baskets,  containing  a  sufficient  stock  of  tea, 
sugar,  coffee,  brandy,  and  wax-candles,  carried  by  a  coolie, 
su.-pended  from  the  ends  of  an  elastic  slip  of  bamboo. 

A  couple  of  hog-spears — the  spear-heads  made  by  Amat- 
chelem,  at  Salim,  and  the  shafts  of  male  bamboo  brought 
from  the  Conkan. 

A  hunting-knife,  also  made  by  Aniatchelem,  if  possible. 

A  hunting-cap,  strong  in  proportion  to  the  respect  you 
have  for  your  skull — a  thin  plate  of  iron  let  into  the  crown 
is  not  a  bad  thing  in  a  stony  country. 

A  good  stock  of  cheroots,  and  plenty  of  ammunition — it 
being  taken  for  granted  that  you  are  already  provided  with 
a  gun,  a  rifle,  and  a  telescope. 

If  you  survey  this  list  attentively,  you  will 
find  that  a  captain  in  the  English  East  India 
army  took  the  field  accompanied  by  a  personal 
train  of  not  less  than  nine  servants  of  various 
grades,  and  probably  as  many  bullocks.  The 
Colonel  adds,  modestly :  "  Some  men,  who 
study  their  comfort  rather  than  their  purse,  in- 
dulge in  a  palanquin,  a  Chinese  mat,  a  tent 
carpet,  and  many  other  little  luxuries ;  but  the 
fewer  things  of  this  kind  a  man  hampers  himself 
with  the  better."  Stonewall  Jackson's  hungry 
fellows  would  have  been  delighted  to  fight  with 
an  army  carrying  a  train  in  this  proportion. 

"When  the  captain  traveled  "post"  to  his  sta- 
tion it  was  by  palanquin,  each  conveyance  of 
this  kind  being  borne  by  twelve  men,  with  a 
thirteenth  to  cany  a  light  by  night;  and  if  he 
traveled  "dawk,"  which  is  as  much  as  to  say 


by  express  train,  he  was  carried  incessantly  for- 
ward, day  and  night,  relays  of  bearers  being  in 
readiness  at  the  end  of  each  stage  of  ten  or  fif- 
teen miles. 

A  man  so  well  fed,  well  attended,  and  thor- 
oughly cared  for  might  well  have  stomach  for  a 
fight  with  the  royal  Bengal  tiger,  whose  appear- 
ance, even  in  the  menagerie,  is  sufficiently  form- 
idable and  majestic  to  make  his  chase  warm  the 
coldest  blood.  The  tiger  of  India  is  a  much 
more  respectable  animal  than  the  African  lion, 
who  stands  charged  with  rank  cowardice  by  so 
eminent  and  trust-worthy  an  authority  as  Dr. 
Livingstone.  We  shall  see  further  on  that  even 
the  tiger  has  nerves,  and  is  capable  of  running 
away  when  surprised  by  the  wild  whoop  of  an 
accomplished  tiger  hunter.  But  he  has  abund- 
ance of  courage,  and  besides  this,  pertinacity, 
resource,  ingenuity,  and  some  little  notion  of 
strategy ;  while  his  brother-in-law,  the  lion,  is, 
after  all,  only  a  great  handsome  lubber,  whom  a 
Frenchman  shoots  by  moonlight  alone.  "  Nev- 
er attack  a  tiger  on  foot — if  you  can  help  it," 
says  Colonel  Campbell.  But  it  is  on  foot  that 
the  lion  is  commonly  met  and  killed. 

To  have  a  Bengal  tiger  for  your  neighbor  is 
no  joke.  "  Were  not  tigers  very  numerous  in 
Kandeish?"  General  Briggs  was  asked  by  the 
Parliamentary  committee  on  cotton-growing  in 
India.  He  replied  on  oath,  "Yes;  I  was  call- 
ed upon  by  the  Government  to  make  a  return  of 
the  damage  they  had  done  during  the  four  years 
I  was  there  ;"  and  he  mentions  that  during  that 
time  350  men  had  been  carried  off  and  24,000 
head  of  cattle  had  been  devoured  by  these  ani- 
mals. This  is  an  average  of  nearly  90  men  and 
GOOO  head  of  cattle  per  annum.  The  royal  tiger 
might  sit  for  the  original  of  the  famous  dragon 
of  Wantley,  who  devoured  whole  villages. 

The  "man-eater"  is  generally  a  tigress,  an 
old  beast,  no  longer  active  enough  to  capture 
antelopes  or  other  alert  and  active  game,  and 
with  teeth  too  poor  to  tackle  a  buffalo.  She 
takes  to  preying  upon  men,  therefore,  at  first 
from  necessity,  and  afterward  from  choice,  and. 
Colonel  Campbell  assures  us,  does  not  care  to 
look  after  other  game.  She  is  a  sneak,  cow- 
ardly, cautious  to  the  last  degree,  savage  and 
treacherous  as  all  of  her  kind.  Nothing,  not 
even  fire,  can  drive  her  from  her  concealment. 
Sometimes  half  the  hair  is  burnt  from  her  back 
before  she  breaks  cover.  A  confirmed  man-eater 
generally  lurks  around  a  village,  or  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  a  frequented  road.  Then  this  horri- 
ble beast  becomes  a  plague  to  the  unfortunate 
people.  They  can  not  stir  abroad  without  dan- 
ger :  they  are  attacked  at  the  plow ;  the  women 
dare  not  fetch  water  from  the  well ;  wherever 
the  villagers  go  the  eye  of  this  silent  monster  is 
upon  them.  "The  persecuted  laborers,  return- 
ing at  sunset  from  their  toil,  may  be  seen  hur- 
rying along  with  trembling  speed,  and  uttering 
loud  yells  in  hopes  of  scaring  their  hidden  foe." 

The  tiger  is  most  commonly  hunted  on  ele- 
phants. The  first  proceeding  of  the  hunters  is 
to  track  the  animal  to  its  haunt ;  and  in  this, 
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which  is  the  work  of  a  peculiar  and  trained  set 
of  men,  these  display  the  utmost  skill,  patience, 
and  courage.  Not  infrequently  a  tiger  is  tracked 
three  days  before  he  is  at  last  "  marked  down." 
But  when  this  is  accomplished  he  is  said  to  be 
already  half  killed.  Where  no  tracker  can  be 
got,  a  rather  expensive,  but  also  effective,  way 
to  get  at  the  brute  is  to  fasten  a  bullock  some- 
where near  his  walk.  The  unfortunate  animal 
is  generally  carried  off  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
but  the  tiger  leaves  in  that  case  plain  marks  by 
which  to  trace  his  course  homeward. 

To  say  that  an  animal  carries  off  a  bullock 
seems  a  tough  story ;  but  Colonel  Campbell 
proves,  on  abundant  evidence,  that  this  is  regu- 
larly done.  He  tells  a  surprising  story,  even,  of 
a  tiger  who  killed  a  bullock  and  actually  leaped 
over  a  hedge  with  the  dead  animal  in  its  mouth; 
and  this  occurred  under  his  own  notice!  Here 
is  another  example  of  the  tremendous  strength 
of  the  tiger : 

"Four  fine  oxen,  harnessed  in  the  same  team, 
were  destroyed  by  a  tiger  while  their  owner  was 
driving  them  in  tlie  plow.  He  described  their 
deatli  as  having  been  the  work  of  a  few  seconds. 
When  in  the  act  of  turning  his  cattle  at  the  end 
of  a  furrow  a  tiger  sprang  from  some  neighbor- 
ing brushwood  on  the  leading  bullock,  broke  his 
neck  by  a  single  wrench,  and  before  the  other 
terrified  animals  could  disengage  themselves  all 
were  destroyed  in  the  same  manner.  Tiie  man 
fled  to  a  neighboring  tree,  from  whence  he  saw 
the  monster  finish  his  work  of  deatli,  and  then 
trot  back  into  the  jungle  without  touching  the 
carcasses ;  as  if  he  had  done  it  from  mere  love 
of  slaughter,  and  not  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of 
hunger.  My  friend  Elliot,  from  whom  I  had 
this  anecdote,  saw  the  bullocks  immediately  aft- 
er they  were  killed,  and  found  that  one  of  them 
had  been  thrown  back  with  such  violence  that 
his  horns  were  driven  into  the  ground  to  a  con- 
siderable depth." 

A  good  sporting  elephant  must  have  courage 
and  patience.  He  must  search  the  cover  inch 
by  inch,  tearing  down  small  trees  and  trampling 
under  foot  brushwood,  to  make  a  clear  track. 
At  the  command  of  his  driver  the  sagacious 
brute  picks  up  stones  and  hands  them  to  the 
driver,  to  throw  ahead  into  the  jungle.  When 
he  sees  the  tiger  he  lifts  up  his  trunk — his  vul- 
nerable part,  at  which  the  foe  always  leaps — and 
trumpets.  Above  all,  he  must  never  charge  the 
tiger.  It  is  his  business  to  stand  perfectly  still, 
and  leave  the  enemy  to  the  three  or  four  marks- 
men who  are  placed  upon  his  back.  A  charg- 
ing elephant  is  not  a  pleasant  companion.  He 
generally  pitches  himself  down  upon  his  knees 
to  meet  the  attack  of  the  tiger,  and  by  the  mo- 
tion pitches  his  passengers  out  of  the  howdah, 
perhaps  into  the  very  jaws  of  their  prey. 

The  mahout,  or  driver,  who  sits  upon  the  neck 
of  his  beast,  occupies  the  place  of  danger,  and 
requires  also  great  courage.  It  is  his  duty  dur- 
ing the  fray  to  keep  the  elephant  steady,  and, 
after  the  tiger  is  killed,  to  reward  his  charge 
with  lumps  of  sugar  dipped  in  tiger's  blood. 


Tiger  shooting  is  a  sport  which  requires  a 
number  of  men,  and  several  appliances  not  used 
in  the  ordinary  chase.  For  instance,  rockets 
are  used  to  drive  a  reluctant  animal  from  its 
lair ;  other  fire-works  to  turn  it  back  if  it  at- 
tempts to  run  off;  and  horns  arc  blown  for  the 
same  purpose.  Meantime  a  hundred  men  sur- 
round the  thicket,  and  give  warning  from 
tree-tops  or  elevated  rocks  of  the  animal's  move- 
ments. 

What  cunning  an  old  man-eater  possesses  is 
shown  by  the  story  of  one  who,  being  marked 
down  after  great  labor  and  repeated  efforts,  and 
driven  out  of  her  lair  by  an  elephant,  actually 
followed  upon  the  elephant's  tracks,  immediate- 
ly behind  him,  in  silence,  and  was  not  discov- 
ered till  the  hunters  had  completed  a  large  cir- 
cle in  their  reconnoissance,  and  to  their  amaze- 
ment came  upon  their  old  tracks,  and  found  the 
marks  of  a  tiger  covering  them !  Sir  John  Ou- 
tram,  to  whom  this  occurred,  happened  to  look 
behind,  and  saw  the  tiger  crouching  close  under 
the  elephant's  crupper  and  intently  watching  the 
mahout,  as  though  making  ready  to  spring  upon 
him. 

Tigers  are  sometimes  shot  from  trees;  thcj 
never  climb,  and  a  man  ten  feet  from  the  ground 
in  a  tree-top  is  perfectly  safe.  Indeed  the  mon- 
ster never  looks  up,  but  only  straight  before 
him,  as  he  rushes  off.  Men  have  been  known 
to  hunt  the  tiger  on  foot,  but  also  they  have 
been  known  in  such  cases  to  be  torn  to  pieces 
miserably.  Several  Englishmen  have  speared 
tif,-ers  successfully,  but  few  have  the  nerve  to 
attempt  what  would  be  sure  death  to  them  if 
they  missed  their  quarry ;  and  we  should  imag- 
ine few  horses  could  be  trusted  to  take  one  up 
to  a  tiger. 

The  tiger  dislikes,  or  perhaps  fears,  the  In- 
dian Avild-dogs,  who  are  said  to  attack  him  in 
herds.  It  is  certain  that  he  will  not  remain 
in  any  neighborhood  where  they  take  up  their 
abode.  It  comes  out  after  its  prey  most  gener- 
ally in  the  evening,  exce])t  in  the  case  of  a  con- 
firmed man-eater,  who  docs  not  avoid  the  day- 
light. The  tigress  has  little  or  no  affection  for 
her  young,  and  when  pursued  readily  abandons 
them. 

Such  is  the  King  of  the  Indian  jungles  at 
home.  One  can  hardly  recognize  his  likeness 
in  the  Royal  Bengal  Tiger  of  the  menageries, 
cowering  down  in  a  corner  of  his  cage  or  lazi- 
ly pacing  its  narrow  bounds,  with  hardly  spirit 
enough  to  set  up  a  feeble  growl,  or  rather  snarl, 
when  the  keeper  stirs  him  up  for  the  amusement 
of  tlie  crowd  who  have  gathered  to  look  at  him. 
In  exile  and  captivity  he  reminds  us  of  certain 
other  dethroned  monarchs — of  James  II.  at 
Versailles  and  Napoleon  at  St.  Helena.  At 
home  and  in  power  he  is,  as  we  have  seen,  like 
most  other  monarchs,  treacherous,  savage,  and 
selfish — a  sort  of  four-footed  George  the  Fourth 
— with  few  qualities  to  admire  beyond  strength 
and  a  kind  of  gentlemanly  elegance ;  for  the  rest, 
a  scourge  and  terror  to  the  country  which  he  in- 
fests. 


C22 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


A 


FROM  A  SOLDIER'S  WIFE. 

T  radiicah,  Kentucky,  I  first  realized  what 
it  rcouired  to  be  a  soldier's  wife.     I  had 


seen  much  before,  and  borne  a  great  deal,  yet 
it  seemed  but  little  comparatively  when  I  came 
to  take  leave  of  my  liusband,  and  turned  back  to 
my  lonely  room  to  await  his  return. 

True,  I  had  expected  this — was  prepared  for 
it  in  a  measure;  yet  a  strange  and  overpowering 
sense  of  my  position  came  over  me  that  I  had 
not  felt  before,  when  I  stood  by  the  window  to 
C4itch  a  last  glimpse  of  a  beloved  form.  He  was 
standing  u])on  the  deck  of  a  large  boat,  with 
hundreds  of  others  around  him  ;  yet  I  seemed 
to  see  him  only,  his  sad  face  turned  to  me  in  a 
mute  farewell  as  the  bell  clanged  and  the  pon- 
derous vessel  swept  slowly  out  into  the  stream, 
and  turned  her  prow  toward  the  mouth  of  the 
Tennessee.  It  was  but  a  moment,  during  which 
I  leaned  against  the  casement,  breathless,  ago- 
nized. There  the  waters  lay  cold  and  glittering 
under  the  spring  sunbeams,  and  the  sadness  of 
litter  desolation  seemed  to  have  fallen  upon  my 
spirits. 

I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  I  shut  every  ray  of 
the  bright,  beautiful  sun  from  my  room,  feeling 
as  if  it  was  a  mockery  too  bitter  to  endure  in  tliat 
hour  ;  that  I  tlirew  myself  upon  my  couch  and 
wept  as  if  my  heart  would  break,  for  the  time 
forgetful  that  there  were  any  in  the  world  more 
sorrowful,  and  with  deeper  cause  for  sorrow  than 
I.  But  it  is  true,  and  here  I  confess  my  selfish 
weakness  repentantly,  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that 
I  have  since  that  time  learned  to  think  less  of 
myself  and  more  of  others  on  Avhom  the  hand 
of  affliction  has  fallen  heavily,  while  I  am  still 
unscathed. 

After  the  first  burst  of  grief  I  roused  myself 
with  the  question,  "  What  shall  I  do  ?"  and  the 
answer  came  so  quickly  that  my  cheek  was  dyed 
with  shame.  What  should  I  do,  with  three 
hos])itals  in  sight  of  my  window  ?  No  need  to 
ponder  the  question  long.  The  call  of  duty 
was  loud  and  strong,  and  I  obeyed  it  without 
delay. 

It  was  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when 
I  first  entered  tlie  Presbyterian  church,  which 
had  been  converted  into  a  hospital,  and  walked 
up  its  aisle  under  the  gaze  of  a  hundred  eyes. 
The  very  remembrance  of  that  time  thrills  me 
again  with  the  same  sensation  of  pity  and  pain 
that  rose  in  my  heart  as  I  looked  upon  the  pale, 
emaciated  faces  around  me.  Near  the  pulpit 
two  men  were  standing,  whom  I  rightly  sup- 
posed to  be  tlie  doctor  and  steward.  Toward 
them  I  went  directly,  and  addressed  the  tallest 
of  the  two. 

*'Is  this  the  attending  physician  of  the  hos- 
pital?" 

"It  is,  madam.  Dr.  L ,  at  your  serv- 
ice.    What  can  I  do  for  you  ?" 

"  Tell  me.  Sir,  how  I  can  make  myself  use- 
ful to  otliers.  i\Ty  husband  has  gone  to  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  to  be  away  for  several  weeks, 
perhaps,  during  which  time  I  shall  have  no- 


thing to  do,  unless  you  make  me  useful  here. 
Can  I  be  of  service  ?" 

"Look  about  you  and  see.  There  has  not 
been  a  lady  within  these  walls  since  I  came, 
nearly  five  weeks  ago.  Your  voice  is  soft,  your 
hand  light  and  skillful — all  women's  are — and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  your  eyes  will  be  quick  to 
see  what  should  be  done.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
have  you  come." 

"Thank  you.  I  may  come  to  you  for  ad- 
vice when  I  want  it?"  I  asked. 

' '  Certainly.  I  shall  be  happy  to  assist  you 
at  all  times." 

I  bowed  and  turned  away,  feeling  as' if  about 
to  realize,  indeed,  some  of  the  terrible  conse- 
quences of  war. 

In  a  few  moments  I  had  laid  aside  my  hat 
and  cloak,  rolled  my  sleeves  away  from  my 
wrists,  and  constructed  an  impromptu  apron  of 
an  old  sheet  which  I  found  among  the  bandages 
in  the  linen  room.  Thus  prepared  for  the  work 
which  I  saw  before  me,  I  went  out  to  the  kitch- 
en and  obtained  warm  water,  a  tin  wash-basin, 
and  some  towels.  Por  combs  and  brushes  I 
was  compelled  to  send  out  before  I  could  do 
any  thing. 

Then  the  work  began  in  earnest.  Commenc- 
ing with  the  lower  berth,  I  went  up  the  entire 
length  of  the  aisle,  taking  each  patient  in  his 
turn  until  I  got  through.  Grimed  faces  and 
hands  were  to  be  bathed,  hair  and  beard  trimmed 
and  brushed — a  long  and  distressing  task.  But 
I  had  undertaken  it  with  a  will,  and,  though  my 
arms  and  neck  ached,  I  would  not  yield  until 
the  last  sufferer  had  been  relieved. 

It  was  half  past  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 
before  I  had  done,  and  when  I  reached  the  ho- 
tel I  could  scarcely  stand  for  very  weariness. 
Such  duties  were  new  to  me  then,  and  the  ex- 
citement helped  to  wear  away  my  strength.  But 
the  memory  of  grateful  thanks,  tearful  eyes,  and 
broken,  trembling  exclamations  of  relief  more 
than  repaid  me.  Even  as  I  sat  beside  them, 
passing  the  cool  sponge  over  their  faces  or  brush- 
ing the  tangled  hair,  many  of  the  sufferers  had 
fallen  asleeji. 

I  slept  little  that  night.  It  was  vain  to  at- 
tempt sleep  after  such  an  experience.  JVIore- 
over,  an  idea  came  to  me  that  filled  me  with 
unrest.  I  had  observed  when  tea  was  brought 
in  how  coarse  and  unj^alatable  the  food  was, 
and  that  many  turned  from  it  with  loathing. 
There  was  hard,  brown  bread  crisped  to  a  black- 
ened toast ;  some  fat  bacon,  and  black  tea  with- 
out milk  served  to  the  men  on  that  evening. 
The  tea  was  sweetened  with  very  coarse  brown 
sugar,  stirred  into  it  with  large  iron  spoons. 
They  drank  from  tin  cups  and  ate  from  tin 
plates.  This  would  have  made  little  ditferencc 
had  the  food  been  nice  and  palatable,  which  it 
certainly  was  not.  Some  of  the  men  told  me, 
in  answer  to  my  questions,  that  tiiey  could  not 
have  swallowed  a  mouthful  to  save  their  lives. 

I  rose  very  early  the  following  morning,  filled 
with  the  idea  that  many  of  those  brave  siiilerers 
were  actually  starving,  and  determined  to  look 
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into  the  matter  more  closely.  But  few  of  the 
nurses  were  astir  in  the  hospital,  and  I  went  to 
the  kitchen,  where  the  cook  had  just  commenced 
the  preparation  of  the  morning  meal,  and  was 
greeted  with  a  surly  "  Good-morgen"  in  mixed 
German-English.  In  a  moment  I  saw  that  I 
should  not  have  a  very  pleasant  time  in  my  ex- 
aminations. After  a  few  careless  remarks,  to 
set  thd  man  in  a  good-humor,  I  asked  him  to 
show  me  the  hospital  stores  for  the  day's  con- 
sumption, which  he  did  ungraciously  enough. 
A  moment's  observation  filled  me  with  horror 
and  indignation. 

"Do  you  tell  me  that  you  are  going  to  cook 
all  this  stuff  for  those  men  in  the  otiicr  room?" 
I  said,  indignantly.  "Look  at  this  tea,  black 
and  mouldy  as  it  can  be,  and  this  bacon  is  one 
living  mass !  Here  are  salt  fish  laid  upon 
boards  over  the  sugar-barrel,  brine  dripping 
through  into  the  sugar !  I  hope  you  have  not 
been  using  this  for  their  tea." 

"It  is  not  my  fault.  I  am  not  ze  prowider 
fur  zc  hospital,"  growled  the  cook  in  response. 
"I  does  my  duty  so  fur  as  I  can.  I  cooks  ze 
rations  zat  is  bring  to  me,  and  zat  is  all  so  fur 
as  I  go," 

"Well,  tliat  is  farther  than  you  will  go  in 
less  than  a  week  from  now !"  I  answered,  quick- 
ly. ' '  If  you  had  the  soul  of  a  man  in  you  you 
would  refuse  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  such 
horrible  things  as  .those !  Poor  boys !  No 
wonder  they  turned  away  from  such  food  in  dis- 
gust. Some  of  those  men  are  starving  to  death. 
Do  you  know  it?" 

He  stared  at  me  aghast  and  made  no  reply, 

"It  is  really  true,  and  I  know  it.  How  can 
they  eat  such  bread  and  meat — drink  such  tea 
as  this  ?  They  are  weakened  by  illness,  and 
require  delicacies.  It  would  be  utterly  impos- 
sible for  many  of  those  men  to  swallow  coarse 
food,  even  if  clear  and  palatable.  Hoav  then 
can  they  eat  this?"  I  repeated,  looking  at  him 
steadily  till  his  head  drooped,  and  I  began  to 
suspect  that  he  was  even  more  guilty  than  at 
first  appeared.  Afterward  I  found  that  he  had 
carefully  put  aside  all  the  delicacies  that  found 
their  way  to  the  hospital  and  feasted  upon  them, 
while  those  for  whom  they  were  intended  faded 
and  pined  day  by  day  under  his  eyes. 

When  Dr.  L came  I  went  to  him  at  once 

and  told  him  how  I  had  been  engaged,  and 
what  I  had  found  in  my  researches.  He 
looked  so  much  surprised  that  indignation  was 
redoubled,  and  I  could  not  forbear  expressing 
it  in  plain  words. 

"  Can  it  be  possible  that  you,  the  physician 
in  charge  of  a  hospital,  do  not  know,  after  five 
weeks'  service,  what  your  patients  have  to  eat?" 

"I  am  not  here  when  the  meals  are  served. 
I  give  orders  for  such  diet  as  my  patients  must 
have,  and  my  steward's  business  is  to  carry  out 
my  instructions." 

"Do  you  never  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
the  stores?  Have  you  never  examined  to  see 
if  they  were  as  they  should  be  ?  It  seems  to  me 
you  ought  to  know  all  about  what  is  going  on 


here.  If  three  hundred  lives  were  in  my  hands 
as  they  are  in  yours  I  should  not  dare  to  trifle 
with  them  thus !" 

"You  are  severe,  madam!" 

"Ask  yourself  if  I  am  unjustly  so.  Sir.  I 
do  not  desire  to  appear  rude  or  assuming ;  but 
indeed  I  won't  look  upon  this  unmoved.  What 
I  saw  last  night  and  this  morning  has  opened 
my  eyes  to  a  condition  that  is  a  shame  to  any 
hospital.  See  the  confusion  all  around  us ! 
Remember  how  long  helpless  men  have  lain 
without  even  a  face  bath  or  a  wound  dressed 
for  three  days,  to  say  nothing  of  the  more 
dreadful  slow  starvation  to  which  they  are  sub- 
jected !  If  all  hospitals  are  kept  like  this  God 
pity  the  poor  soldiers  !" 

"  Since  you  see  the  evils  so  plainly,  perhaps 

you  can  suggest  a  remedy,"  remarked  I)r.  L , 

sarcastically. 

"  I  will  try,  if  you  will  act  upon  the  sugges- 
tion, "  I  answered,  quickly. 

"  Well  ?" 

"  In  the  first  place,  then,  what  do  you  do 
when  a  man  fails  to  draw  his  regular  rations  ? 

"He  is  entitled  to  its  value  in  money  if  he 
wishes  it." 

"Then  why  not  refuse  to  draw  such  rations 
as  those,  and  with  the  money  buy  food  that  can 
be  eaterj?" 

"It  might  be  done  if  there  was  any  thing  to 
buy.  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  hard  work  if  you 
attempt  it." 

"No  matter;  it  must  be  done.  If  you  will 
furnish  me  with  a  boy  to  do  errands,  I  will  see 
if  I  can  not  get  fresh  butter,  eggs,  and  chickens, 
at  least — perhaps  milk  also.  These  would  prove 
invaluable  just  now.  To-day  I  intend  to  send 
to  a  Society  for  some  sheets  and  mattresses; 
and,  if  you  have  no  decided  objection,  will  try 
to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  if  })ossible." 

"  I  see  you  are  one  of  the  working  kind,"  said 
the  Doctor.  "Do  all  you  wish,  and  call  upon 
me  when  I  can  render  any  assistance." 

"  That  will  be  very  frequently,  I  assure  you." 
And  with  that  I  turned  away,  still  too  much  in- 
censed to  treat  him  civilly.  He  was  willing 
enough  to  let  other  people  take  his  work  off  his 
hands,  since  he  would  come  in  for  a  full  share 
of  the  credit  in  the  end.  At  least  that  was  my 
uncharitable  thought  at  the  moment;  and  I  am 
not  sure  now  that  I  was  far  wrong,  as  I  know 
his  character  better. 

The  same  day  I  went  to  him  again  about  the 
boy,  but  he  had  forgotten  all  about  the  matter, 
so  I  went  to  the  Quarter-master  instead.  He 
furnished  a  horse,  and  I  sent  my  own  waiting- 
man  out  to  the  country  for  supplies,  making 
hira  take  a  receipt  for  every  penny  he  paid  in 
his  purchases.  This  was  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining precisely  how  much  was  spent,  as  I 
desired  to  render  a  faithful  account  of  my  stew- 
ardship. I  was  fully  aware  that  the  ground  I 
was  taking  might  easily  prove  a  dangerous  one 
should  I  fail  to  keep  precise  accounts  of  my  ex- 
penditures, and  resolved  to  give  no  chances  for 
misrepresentation.     Every  receipt  and  bill  of 
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sale,  after  being  duly  copied  in  my  own  account- 
book,  was  carefully  tiled  in  the  Quarter-master's 
olKce,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  who  chose 
to  examine  them. 

^Ir.  r ,  tiie  Quarter-master,  was  a  kind, 

gentlemanly  man,  in  whom  I  found  an  ever-ready 
assistant.  lie  had  received  a  donation  in  money, 
for  tlie  benefit  of  the  wounded,  from  some  one  in 
Illinois,  which  he  begged  me  to  use  as  designed, 
and  I  did  so  gladly.  Even  Avith  that  I  had  not 
enough,  and  was  often  compelled  to  draw  from 
my  own  purse  the  means  wherewith  to  supply 
the  many  wants  of  the  patients. 

It  took  me  a  week  to  get  foirly  started  in  my 
vocation  as  hospital  nurse.  There  was  such  an 
entire  absence  of  system  in  the  establishment, 
that  it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  bring  it  into 
any  thing  like  order.  The  nurses  were  detailed 
each  day  from  the  convalescent  corps — weak, 
spiritless  men,  who  thought  more  of  themselves 
than  of  the  charges  placed  in  their  hands.  I 
had  seen  them  lounging  about  and  sleeping 
while  the  sicker  men,  failing  to  make  them 
hear,  would  try  to  struggle  into  a  sitting  pos- 
ture to  get  at  the  medicines  to  be  taken  from 
time  to  time. 

All  this  had  to  be  changed,  and  strong,  able 
men  detailed  for  duty.  The  ward-master  drank 
fearfully,  and  I  was  compelled  to  report  him 
and  get  another  man  put  into  his  place.  With 
the  assistance  of  these,  however,  after  the  changes 
were  made  I  got  along  very  well.  Every  morn- 
ing we  had  the  floor  nicely  washed,  and  when 
the  sun  shone  the  windows  were  opened  to  let  in 
the  fresh,  balmy  air,  the  effect  of  which  was  al- 
most magical ;  eyes  would  brighten,  and  lips 
wreathe  in  pleasant,  hopeful  smiles,  beautiful  to 
behold. 

It  was  with  more  joy  than  words  can  express 
that  I  observed  the  rapid  improvement  of  the 
men  under  careful  attention.  When  the  new 
sheets  and  comforters,  with  pillows  and  mat- 
tresses came,  we  were  able  to  keep  the  place 
perfectly  fresh  and  comfortable.  But  it  required 
the  most  constant  attention.  I  went  to  my  hotel 
only  for  my  meals,  devoting  the  day,  from  half 
past  five  in  the  morning  to  nine  in  the  evening, 
to  the  care  of  the  sick.  I  must  be  there  at  ev- 
ery meal,  or  many  would  go  without  any  thing 
at  all.  Some  of  the  feeblest  had  to  be  fed  like 
children,  and  what  they  ate  could  be  prepared 
by  myself  only.  I  must  toast  the  bread  and 
make  the  tea  ;  then  I  must  sit  down  and  support 
their  heads  with  my  left  hand,  while  with  the 
right  I  conveyed  the  food  to  their  lips.  Such 
constant  care  was  very  wearing,  and  I  was  often 
tempted  to  steal  away  for  an  hour's  rest,  trust- 
ing to  some  one  to  take  my  place  for  a  time ; 
but  when  I  gave  it  a  second  thought  the  tempta- 
tion faded.  Suppose  the  man  should  die,  could 
I  feel  that  I  had  done  all  in  my  power  to  save 
him?  Not  if  I  should  yield  to  the  inclination 
I  felt  to  abandon  my  post ;  so  I  remained,  and 
tried  to  be,  patient. 

Two  hours  each  day  were  devoted  to  letter- 
writing  for  those  who  were  unable  to  correspond 


with  their  friends.  And  sometimes,  after  tea, 
I  would  send  for  my  guitar  and  sing  for  them, 
at  the  request  of  the  music-loving  ones  under 
my  charge.  So  the  days  sped,  and  all  things 
began  to  run  smoothly — for  a  time,  at  least. 
Death  was  not  banished  from  our  midst,  how- 
ever. Sometimes  it  was  my  fate  to  walk  up  the 
aisle  in  the  morning  and  find  some  berth  empty 
in  which  a  favorite  patient  had  lain.  I  might 
here  go  into  particulars,  and  detail  some  of  the 
most  touching  scenes  in  life;  but  I  will  here 
speak  of  only  one  case : 

One  evening  I  was  sitting  by  a  dying  man, 
reading  a  favorite  chapter  in  the  Bible,  to  which 
he  listened  eagerly,  even  while  his  eyes  drooped 
under  the  shades  of  death.  One  clammy  hand 
groped  for  mine,  and  clasped  it  with  a  feeble, 
tremulous  touch,  and  as  I  finished  his  lips  moved 
painfully:  "Write  to  my  wife  and  children. 
Tell  them  I  can  not  come  to  them,  but  they  may 
soon  follow  me  to  that  place  of  which  the  Sa- 
viour said,  '  In  my  Father's  house  are  many 
mansions :  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.' 
Oh,  how  sweet  and  comforting !  '  Let  not  your 
hearts  be  troubled :  ye  believe  in  God ;  believe 
also  in  me.'  Jesus,  Saviour,  I  do  believe  in 
thee.  Receive  thou  my  spirit!"  And  the  voice 
sank  softly.  A  few  moments  later  the  last  flut- 
tering breath  went  out,  and  the  mysteries  of  the 
unknown  world  were  mysteries  to  him  no  lon- 
ger. 

Tears  fell  fast  as  I  pressed  the  white  lids  over 
the  blue  eyes,  thinking  of  those  who  were  far 
away,  and  denied  the  sad  privilege  of  paying 
the  last  tender  rites  to  the  dead.  Poor  chil- 
dren !  Poor  mother !  How  my  heart  ached  to 
think  that  mine  must  be  the  task  to  tell  them 
the  story  of  death,  of  which,  perhaps,  they  were 
not  dreaming  now ! 

Before  I  had  finished  a  boy  came  in  hurried- 
ly and  said  something  to  the  steward,  of  v.hich 
I  caught  only  the  words,  "  been  fighting  all  day 
...rebels  attacked  them  this  morning. ..had  a 
very  hard  time  of  it." 

I  grew  for  a  moment  sick  with  a  terrible  fear. 
A  battle  had  taken  place,  and  who  should  say 
how  many  lives  in  a  few  short  hours  had  been 
crowned  with  the  thorny  wreath  of  aflfliction? 
It  might  be  that  I,  too,  was  destined  to  feel  the 
force  of  an  awful  blow.     If  so,  God  help  me  ! 

I  could  gain  no  particulars  at  the  hospital, 
and  was  forced  to  wait  until  I  reached  home. 
There  I  learned  that  an  attack  had  been  made 
upon  our  forces  Sunday  morning,  and  the  Con- 
federates had  occupied  our  camps  for  some  time. 
Afterward  they  were  driven  out  again,  but  we 
had  lost  many  lives.  They  were  still  fighting 
an  hour  before  nightfall.  Further  than  this  no- 
thing was  known. 

All  night  I  walked  the  floor  in  an  agony  of 
suspense  and  dread.  Would  the  morning's 
dawn  come  to  me  with  a  message  of  gladness; 
or  should  I  rank  among  the  doomed,  who  hence- 
forth must  walk  the  earth  in  the  darkness  and 
gloom  of  utter  desolation  ? 

Ah,  how  I  prayed  that  night!     How  I  wres- 
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tied  with  my  own  fearful  heart,  and  chided  my- 
self for  the  lack  of  faith  which  should  have  borne 
me  up  in  that  hour ! 

JNIonday  came,  freighted  with  death  to  thou- 
sands !  All  day  the  battle  raged,  and  at  night 
it  was  said  that  the  Federals  had  achieved  a 
great  victory.  A  victory  it  was ;  but  oh  !  at 
what  a  fearful  cost !  How  many  hundreds  of 
young  heads  were  that  day  laid  low  in  the  dust, 
never  to  rise  again  !  How  many  hopeful  hearts 
throbbed  their  last  impulses  of  human  aspira- 
tions and  ambition  ! 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  brought  hundreds 
from  the  field  of  action.  Some  of  the  wounded 
were  transported  to  Paducah,  and  I  was  called 
upon  to  dress  their  wounds  and  to  assist  in  am- 
putations, which  required  all  the  strength  I  pos- 
sessed. The  duty  was  a  terrible  one ;  but  I 
nerved  myself  resolutely  to  perform  it,  hoping 
that,  if  need  bo,  some  one  would  as  willingly  at- 
tend to  one  of  whose  fate  I  had  as  yet  learned 
nothing. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  St.  Francis  Hotel 
was  alive  with  officers  from  Shiloh,  but  still  I 
was  left  in  ignorance  of  my  husband's  fate,  and 
the  suspense  was  becoming  insup])ortable.  Ev- 
ery excuse  that  could  be  made  for  a  delay  of 
tidings  had  been  utterly  exhausted,  and  I  felt 
now  that  he  was  either  killed  or  wounded. 

In  the  hope  of  hearing  something  definite  I 
went  out  to  the  table  for  the  first  time  since  the 
battle,  and  took  my  usual  seat,  near  which  sat 
two  wounded  officers.  One  had  his  head  band- 
aged ;  the  other's  arm  was  in  a  sling ;  and 
both  were  pale  and  weary-looking.  But  they 
were  talking  of  the  late  contest,  and  after  list- 
ening for  a  few  moments  I  yielded  to  an  uncon- 
trollable impulse  and  asked  the  one  nearest  me 

if  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  fate  of  the  

Regiment. 

He  turned  politely,  with  a  look  of  interest  I 
could  but  remark,  and  answered : 

"I  am  sorry  to  say,  madam,  that  it  fared 
very  badly.  Some  other  regiments  of  the  same 
division  showed  the  white  feather,  and,  perfect- 
ly panic-stricken,  broke  ranks  and  fled.  That 
gallant  regiment  alone  stood  its  ground,  and 
was  literally  cut  to  pieces.  Those  who  were 
not  killed  were  taken  prisoners,  only  a  few  es- 
caping." 

"And  the  officers  —  were  they  all — ?"  I 
could  not  finish  the  sentence  for  the  deathly 
sickness  that  was  choking  my  utterance,  and  he 
answered  it  gently : 

"I  believe  every  one  was  killed.  Did  you 
have  any  friends  among  them,  may  I  ask?" 

"My  husband,"  I  gasped.     "  Captain  S ." 

I  saw  them  exchange  glances;  and  then,  as 
if  in  a  dream,  a  voice  seemed  to  murmur  afar 
otT  amidst  the  rushing  of  waters. 

"Poor  thing!  He  fell  in  the  first  onset. 
But  see  !      She  is  falling !" 

A  strong  hand  grasped  my  arm,  and  a  glass 
of  water  was  pressed  to  my  lips  ;  but  the  shock 
of  that  deadly  blow  was  too  heavy,  and  I  sank 
slowly  into  utter  oblivion,  conscious  of  a  wish, 


as  sight  and  sound  faded,  that  I  might  never 
waken  again  ! 

It  was  an  hour  before  they  brought  me  back 
to  a  sense  of  my  bereavement,  and  then  I  turned 
from  the  kind  faces  clustered  about  the  couch 
to  which  I  had  been  borne,  and  gave  vent  to  a 
bitter  cry. 

"Ah!  why  did  you  not  let  rac  die?  The 
world  is  so  cold  and  desolate!" 

Two  firm,  soft  hands  clasped  mine,  and  drew 
them  away  from  my  face,  and  I  saw  the  mild, 
reproachful  eyes  of  a  stranger  gazing  into  mine. 
He  was  an  old  man,  with  hair  as  white  as  the 
snows  of  winter,  and  a  voice  soft  and  gentle  as 
a  tender  mother's. 

"  My  child,  you  are  rebellious  !  Rouse  your- 
self, and  learn  to  say.  Not  my  will,  but  tiiine,  O 
Lord,  be  done !" 

"  I  can  not ! — I  can  not  bring  myself  to  feel 
that  there  is  any  mercy  or  love  in  the  power  that 
could  deal  such  a  blow.  God  knew  that  he  was 
all  I  had  on  earth,  and  he  has  taken  him  from 
me.     It  was  cruel !" 

"  Hush  !  Resignation  will  come  when  you 
have  time  to  think.  Perhaps,  after  all,  it  is 
a  mistake.  There  has  been  no  official  report 
of  your  husband's  death,  and  he  may  only  be 
wounded  or  a  prisoner." 

I  started  up,  wild  with  the  hope  his  words 
awakened. 

"Nay,  be  not  too  hasty !  I  only  say  it  may 
be  possible." 

I  was  silenced,  but  the  hope  was  not  crushed. 
It  stung  me  to  life  again,  and  made  every  idle 
moment  seem  like  an  eternity  of  agony. 

In  a  few  moments  they  began  to  leave  the 
room,  and  only  one  or  two  ladies  remained  in 
conversation  with  the  old  gentleman,  who  was 
a  physician,  and  had  been  summoned  hastily 
when  1  fainted.  Seeing  them  thus  engaged,  I 
formed  a  sudden  resolution,  and  raised  myself 
from  the  pillows. 

"  What  are  you  going  to  do  ?"'  asked  the  doc- 
tor, turning  his  face  toward  me. 

"Find  my  husband — dead  or  alive,"  I  an- 
swered, getting  off  the  bed. 

' '  ]\Iy  dear  child,  you  are  mad  ! "  he  expostu- 
lated. "  You  can  not  do  any  thing.  Look  at 
your  face — it  is  as  pallid  as  marble,  and  your 
eyes  would  frighten  any  one." 

"  That  is  because  I  have  not  slept  or  eaten 
scarcely  since  last  Saturday  night,"  I  said,  in 
reply.  "  Besides,  I  have  been  half  mad  with 
suspense.  Only  for  the  sick  at  the  hospital, 
who  claimed  my  care,  I  don't  think  I  could  have 
borne  it  at  all." 

"  Go  back  and  lie  down  on  the  bed,"  pleaded 
one  of  the  ladies.  "It  makes  my  heart  ache  to 
look  at  you." 

"How  dreadfully  you  must  have  suffered!"- 

"  God  and  my  own  heart  only  know  how 
much,"  I  answered,  gulping  down  a  sob.  Her 
tone  of  womanly  sympathy  shook  my  strong 
self-control  till  I  trembled.  Then  I  broke  down 
entirely,  and  with  a  bitter  cry  fell  upon  my 
knees  by  a  chair. 
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"O  Chnrlev,  Charley!  iiiv  heart  is  brcak- 
inp!" 

Instantly  her  kind  arms  were  twined  round 
me — her  soft  lips  pressed  to  my  forehead.  She 
held  me  to  her  heart,  and  suffered  me  to  weep 
until  the  fountain  of  my  tears  was  exhausted. 

"Tlierel  you  feel  better  now,  don't  you?" 
said  the  doctor,  kindly.  "You  mu>;t  lie  down 
and  keep  quiet  a  while,  or  you  will  be  ill.  Your 
hands  are  like  two  burning  coals  now,  while 
onlv  a  moment  since  they  were  like  ice.  You 
must  not  fall  ill." 

"Oh  no!  I  can  not  afford  to  be  ill.  I  must 
search  for  my  husband,"  I  answered,  rising. 
"  There — it  is  over  now  !  I  am  done  with  tears 
for  the  present,  and  am  ready  to  work.  If  I  do 
not,  I  shall  soon  lose  my  reason.  Don't  talk  to 
me,  any  of  you  I"  I  cried,  as  I  saw  them  about 
to  remonstrate.  "  I  am  determined  to  go  up 
the  river,  and  if  I  should  never  return,  try  to 
remember  me  kindly." 

"The  authorities  will  not  permit  you  to  go," 
said  the  doctor.  "  An  order  has  been  issued 
to  allow  no  lady  to  pass  up  the  river,  and  Col- 
onel N has  locked  himself  up  to  escape  the 

importunities  of  the  people." 

"I  shall  go,  nevertheless,"  was  my  reply. 

"How  will  you  manage  it?"  asked  the  old 
man,  curiously. 

"  I  don't  know  yet.  But  I  shall  go.  Before 
night  I  will  be  on  my  way  to  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing." 

They  looked  at  me  pityingly;  but  I  paid  no 
attention  farther,  and  when  they  left  the  room  I 
began  to  pack  some  articles  in  a  small  trunk 
which  I  could  easily  take  with  me. 

About  noon  a  boat,  chartered  at  Cincinnati 
and  sent  after  the  wounded,  touched  atPadueah, 
and  I  obtained  passage.  Fortune  seemed  to 
favor  me  here,  for  I  not  only  found  myself  able 
to  carry  out  my  design,  but  came  into  the  midst 
of  sympathizing  friends,  who  received  me  cord- 
ially, and  did  all  in  their  power  to  make  me 
comfortable. 

There  were  a  number  of  surgeons  and  their 
assistants  on  board.  Three  Sisters  of  Charity 
and  two  ladies  from  Cincinnati  completed  the 
list,  and  in  about  an  hour  we  entered  the  mouth 
of  the  river  and  proceeded  on  our  sorrowful 
errand. 

I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  tediousness  of  the 
trip.  To  me  it  seemed  like  an  eternity  of  mis- 
cry.  On  Thursday,  about  one  o'clock,  we  left 
I'aducah,  and  did  not  arrive  at  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing until  Saturday  night,  near  eight  o'clock. 

I  shall  never  forget  that  niglit  or  a  single  in- 
cident connected  with  it.  As  we  made  fast  to 
the  shore  I  was  standing  upon  the  hurricane 
deck,  looking  abroad,  with  my  heart  full  of  a 
wild  and  bitter  fear.  Here  was  Shiloh  !  There 
were  the  ])lack,  forbidding  l)lnffs  directly  over 
my  head,  the  banks  of  the  river  lined  with  boats 
from  which  profane  and  noisy  men  were  unload- 
ing Government  stores.  Across  the  river  two 
or  three  gun-boats  stretched  their  black,  snake- 
like  lengths  along  the  waters,  and  from  them 


only  a  fiery  gleam  was  now  and  then  discernible. 
Above,  the  sky  was  clear  and  blue,  and  studded 
with  myriads  of  stars  tliat  looked,  oh  so  calmlv! 
down  upon  tliat  terrible  spot.  There,  where 
rivers  of  blood  had  flowed,  lay  the  silvery  white 
moonbeams,  and  on  the  death-laden  air  floated 
the  rich  ])crfume  of  spring  flowers. 

Even  while  I  stood  looking  around  me  the 
Continental  swung  loose  from  her  fastenings,  and 
rounded  out  into  the  stream  followed  by  half  a 
dozen  others.  Now  the  lights  blazed  from  every 
vessel,  and  a  band  struck  up  *' Dixie"  in  the 
most  spirited  manner. 

General  Ilalleck  was  going  up  the  river  to  de- 
stroy a  bridge,  and,  convoyed  by  two  of  the  gun- 
boats, they  started  two  and  two  abreast,  keeping 
in  this  order  until  a  sudden  turn  hid  them  from 
sight. 

Turning  my  face  once  more  toward  the  shore, 
some  dark  objects  became  visible  lying  some  dis- 
tance up  the  side  of  the  hill;  but  I  could  not 
discern  precisely  what  they  were,  and  the  next 
moment  my  attention  was  absorbed  in  a  painful 
scene  taking  place  on  the  deck  of  a  boat  just 
along  side  of  the  Lancaster. 

There  were  a  number  of  men  lying  upon 
berths  in  the  open  air,  and  around  one  of  them 
was  a  surgeon  and  his  group  of  assistants.  The 
wounded  man  had  his  arm  bared  to  the  shoul- 
der, and  had  I  not  seen  the  glittering  of  instru- 
ments in  the  light  of  the  numerous  lamps  held 
around  him  I  should  still  have  divined  his  fate. 
Poor  fellow !  I  heard  him  sob  and  plead  pite- 
ously,  '/  Oh,  doctor,  don't  take  my  arm  off! 
If  I  lose  it  my  little  sister  will  have  no  one  to 
work  for  her.     I'd  rather  die!" 

"Die  you  will  if  it  does  not  come  off,  and 
that  very  soon,"  was  the  response.  "No  help 
for  it,  boy,  so  be  a  man  and  bear  it  bravely." 

The  next  moment  a  handkerchief  was  held  to 
his  face,  and  after  a  brief  struggle  he  yielded  to 
the  powerful  influence  of  chloroform.  I  hear 
the  deep,  quick  gasping  so  })ainful  to  the  listener 
and  the  tears  ran  down  my  cheeks  unrestrained- 

Captain  V came  up  to  me. 

"Mrs.  S ,  I  have  been  making  inquiries 

for  you,  and  can  gain  no  intelligence  whatever 
concerning  your  husband.  I  see  no  way  but  to 
wait  until  daylight,  and  then  I  will  find  a  con- 
veyance and  send  some  one  with  you." 

"  Can  not  I  go  to-night  ?  It  seems  as  if  it  is 
impossible  to  wait." 

"No,  it  is  out  of  the  question.  The  mud  is 
two  feet  deep  on  shore,  and  it  is  quite  dark  in 
the  woods.  I  am  sorry  fur  you,  but  it  will  be 
only  a  little  while  longer.  Try  to  be  as  patient 
as  you  can." 

"Thank  vou,  I  will.  But  it  is  very,  very 
hard." 

"I  am  sure  of  it.     But  let  me  say  a  word  to 

you  here,  ^Irs.  S .      I  fear  you  are  hoi)ing 

too  much.  Kemember  he  fell  early  on  Sunday, 
and  the  chances  are  that  he  was  hastily  buried 
with  many  others  in  the  trenches." 

"For  Heaven's  sake  i;o  no  further!"  I  im- 
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plored.      "My   husband   buried   in   a   trench  I 
Oh,  God  forbid!" 

He  took  my  hand,  and  drawing  it  within  his 
arm  led  me  to  the  ladies'  cabin,  which  now  pre- 
sented a  singular  appearance,  converted  as  it 
was  into  a  hospital,  and  peopled  by  the  wounded 
whicli  the  men  were  carrying  on  board. 

Tliere  were  three  rows  of  mattresses  spread 
upon  the  floor,  the  one  in  the  middle  capable 
of  accommodating  two  patients,  and  one  on  each 
side  a  single  man. 

All  these  were  filled  already,  and  the  clamor 
was  terrible.  Some  called  for  food,  otiiers  for 
water,  and  a  few  lay  moaning  piteously,  their 
hunger  and  thirst  forgotten  in  the  sharp  pain  of 
undressed  wounds. 

One  boy  near  the  stern  of  the  boat  seemed  to 
be  in  such  distress  that  I  hastened  to  his  side 
and  bent  over  him. 

"  Where  are  you  wounded  ?"  I  asked. 
"In  the  shoulder.  I  got  it  Monday,  and  it's 
never  been  dressed.  I  can  not  get  at  it  myself." 
Hastily  getting  a  basin  of  water,  sponge,  and 
bandages,  I  exposed  the  inflamed  and  swollen 
shoulder  and  began  to  bathe  it  carefully.  He 
regarded  me  for  a  moment  with  wide,  fearful 
eyes,  tiien  as  he  felt  the  gentle  touch  and  cool- 
ing sponge,  his  eyes  closed  and  he  heaved  a 
great  sigh  of  relief. 

*'Ah,  that  is  so  nice  I"  he  murmured,  pres- 
ently. "I  tell  you  it's  hard  enough  to  be  shot 
down  like  a  dog;  but  when  it  comes  to  lying 
out  for  a  whole  week  in  the  open  air,  with  only 
a  blanket,  a  cracker,  and  a  slice  of  dried  beef, 
with  an  occasional  drink  of  water,  it's  harder 
still.  I  thought  I  should  starve  to  death  before 
they  could  get  a  boat  to  take  us  off,  and  if  I 
could  only  have  had  my  shoulder  dressed !  Oh, 
how  good  that  feels  !" 

I  had  just  laid  a  folded  napkin  wet  with  ice- 
water  over  the  wound,  and  it  was  this  which 
called  forth  such  an  exclamation  of  delight. 

*'I  am  glad  you  feel  better.      Now   I   am 
going   to   bring  you  a  cup  of  tea,  with  some 
bread  and  butter.    If  you  are  so  nearly  starved, 
it  is  time  you  should  have  something  to  cat." 
"Oh,  tiiankyou!" 

I  hastened  away,  and  in  a  few  moments  came 
back  with  the  tea  and  bread,  which  he  ate  like 
a  man  who  was  indeed  starving.  The  glare  of 
his  large  dark  eyes  was  perfectly  terrible. 

"More,  more!"  he  gasped  pantingly,  swal- 
lowing the  last  drop  of  tea  at  a  draught. 

"Not  now.  In  half  an  hour  you  shall  have 
more.  To  give  it  you  now  will  do  you  more 
harm  than  good.  We  must  try  to  keep  down 
fever.  Now,  shall  I  bathe  your  foce  and  hands 
for  you?" 

"If  you  please,"  with  an  eager,  wistful  look 
at  tlie  empty  cup  and  plate  that  made  my  eyes 
grow  liuniid. 

While  I  was  engaged  in  the  operation  Doc- 
tor P ,  from  Cincinnati,  passed  me. 

"  Who  taught  you  to  nurse  ?"  he  asked.  "  I 
wish  all  women  would  take  right  hold  of  the 
boys  as  you  do.    There  would  be  less  suffering." 


"They  have  surely  earned  this  much  at  our 
hands,  at  least,"  I  said,  in  reply. 

"  Ay,  to  be  sure.  But  I  know  plenty  who 
Avould  never  get  down  on  their  knees  on  the  floor 
as  you  are  doing,  and  take  hold  of  an  object 
like  that." 

"I  hope  not.  I  believe  there  are  few  who 
would  not  do  it  if  in  such  circumstances.  Tliere 
is  not  one  who  has  a  father,  brother,  or  husband 
in  the  service  who  would  refuse  to  do  it,  I  am 
sure." 

He  passed  on  with  some  careless  reply,  and  I 
continued  attending  the  soldiers  until  it  grew 
late.  After  three  o'clock  I  threw  myself  u])on 
a  sofa  in  the  chamber-maid's  room,  and  slept 
until  half  past  five.  Then  I  rose  and  went  again 
among  the  wounded  until  such  an  hour  as  I 
could  set  out  upon  my  journey  over  the  field. 

I  will  here  mention  a  case  that  may  seem  in- 
credible to  many  ;  but  if  so,  it  will  not  surprise 
me,  for  I  could  scarcely  believe  the  evidence  of 
my  own  senses,  when  one  of  the  surgeons  came 
to  me  directly  after  I  entered  the  ca-bin  the  night 
before,  and  asked  me  to  come  and  "  see  a  sight." 
I  told  him  I  would  as  soon  as  I  finished  "feed- 
ing my  patient;"  and  did  so,  he  meeting  me 
half-way  when  he  saw  me  coming. 

About  midway  of  the  cabin  lay  a  rebel  pris- 
oner, badly  wounded  in  the  head.  A  ball  had 
passed  behind  his  eyes,  forcing  both  upon  the 
cheeks,  where  they  lay  in  a  most  horrible  and 
swollen  condition.  From  the  wounds  in  each 
temple  a  portion  of  the  brains  was  slowly  ooz- 
ing, and  the  doctor  pointed  to  it,  saying, 

"In  all  my  life  I  have  seen  nothing  like  that. 
He  has  been  lying  here  for  the  last  ten  minutes 
in  that  condition,  quarreling  with  this  Federal 
soldier  just  opposite." 

"  Surely  he  can  not  know  what  he  is  saying !'' 
I  ejaculated. 

"  Yes,  he  does,  perfectly.  You  should  hear 
him." 

I  had  an  opportunity  soon,  for  in  a  moment 
he  called  out : 

"  Say  !  look  here,  Yank  !  I  want  a  drink  of 
water!" 

"All  right!  You  shall  have  it  in  a  mo- 
ment," answered  one  of  the  men  in  Avaiting. 
"  I'm  tending  to  a  feller,  and  shall  be  done  in  a 
minute." 

"Oh  yes,  I'll  be  bound  you'll  tend  to  your 
Yanks  before  you  do  to  me !  But  when  a 
man's  on  his  last  legs  you  might  stop  a  moment 
to  give  him  a  drop  of  water.  I  sha'n't  ask  it  of 
you  more  than  an  hour  or  so  longer.  Then  I'm 
going  straiglit  to — !" 

I  shuddered  and  retreated  from  the  spot. 
Such  profanity  and  recklessness  upon  the  very 
brink  of  eternity  !     It  was  awful ! 

"Poor  wretch!  God  pity  and  hnve  mercy 
upon  you !"  said  the  doctor.  "  You  have  none 
for  yourself." 

"I  don't  want  any  of  your  cant,  Sir,"  said 
the  man,  in  reply.  "  My  soul  is  not  yours,  and 
you  need  not  trouble  yourself  about  it  in  the 
least." 


628 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Wlien  I  ciimc  again  into  the  cabin  the  fol- 
lowing niorninj::^  he  was  just  breathing  his  last 
— going  home  to  his  Creator  hardened,  reckless 
— utterly  careless  of  the  fate  that  awaited  him. 

An  hour  later  Captain  V sent  for  a  con- 
veyance, but  could  get  none,  to  carry  me  over 
the  field  in  search  of  the  cam])  from  which  I  hoped 
to  gain  some  intelligence  that  should  end  sus- 
pense.    While  striving  to  devise  some  means 

the  medical  director  of  the Division  came 

on  board,  and  oiVered  me  one  of  his  horses,  pro- 
posing himself  to  guide  me  to  the  place  wdierc 

the Regiment  was  camped.     There  were 

but  few  left,  he  said,  but  what  there  were  had 
pitched  their  tents  about  five  miles  distant,  and 
he  thought  he  could  take  me  to  the  place  with- 
out difficulty. 

Thanking  him  warmly  I  accepted  the  offer, 
and  erelong  found  myself  mounted  and  labor- 
ing through  the  mud  up  the  side  of  the  bluff. 

The  path  led  round  it,  ascending  gradually 
to  the  top,  and  once  upon  the  shore,  I  discov- 
ered the  dark  objects  that  had  puzzled  me  the 
night  previous  were  human  bodies  lying  under 
the  broiling  sun  waiting  for  burial. 

Through  the  mud,  over  fallen  trees,  broken 
artillery,  and  pieces  of  shells,  the  carcasses  of 
horses  and  mules,  and  by  strips  of  woodland 
cut  down  like  grass  by  the  rains  of  iron  and 
lead !  IIow  strange  and  solemn  and  fearful  it 
seemed !  Giant  trees  pierced  by  balls  and  shorn 
of  their  bark  till  the  trunks  showed  a  hundred 
grinning  scars ;  boughs  severed  and  hanging  by 
a  single  fibre,  or  lying  prone  upon  the  ground, 
trampled  and  blood-stained ! 

Our  progress  was  slow.  It  was  -long  past 
noon  ere  we  reached  the  little  hollow  in  which 
the  tents  I  sought  had  been  pitched  ;  and  then, 
as  we  came  in  sight  of  the  little  blue  wreaths  of 
smoke,  and  saw  a  few  solitary  men  moving 
about,  I  began  to  tremble.  I  knew  that  I  was 
about  to  meet  my  fiite,  and  the  thought  of  what 
it  might  be  almost  deprived  me  of  the  necessary 
strength  to  go  on  to  the  end. 

Presently,  after  passing  through  several  en- 
campments, we  descended  into  the  hollow  and 
alighted  before  the  officers'  quarters,  which 
seemed  almost  deserted.  There  the  doctor  bade 
me  go  in  and  wait  while  he  made  inquiries  of 
those  around  outside. 

On  first  entering  I  saw  nothing  but  a  berth, 
on  which  lay  a  man  with  his  face  turned  from 
me ;  but  the  next  moment  I  discovered  that 
another  was  seated  beyond,  his  head  resting 
against  the  side  of  the  berth,  fast  asleep.  A 
pillow  supported  the  right  arm  of  the  invalid, 
and  by  the  l)andages  I  knew  he  had  been  wound- 
ed. My  heart  swelled  with  pity,  and  stealing 
softly  toward  the  bed,  I  leaned  over  to  catch  a 
glimj)se  of  his  face. 

Pale — oh,  so  pale  and  wan !  with  the  rich 
brown  hair  i)ushed  back  from  the  broad  brow, 
pure  and  white  as  marble.  The  blue  eyes  were 
half  closed,  and  the  li])3  ])artcd  with  such  an 
ex])rcssion  of  suffering  that  a  loving  woman's 
heart  might  almost  break  in  looking  ujjon  it. 


Yet  I  did  not  moan,  nor  faint,  nor  cry  out.  I 
only  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  taking  the  white, 
clammy  fingers  of  the  left  hand  in  my  own,  cov- 
ered it  with  warm  tears  and  gentle  kisses — for 
it  was  my  own  dear  husband,  whom  God  had 
spared  to  me,  and  1  had  found  him  at  last  I 

"I  thank  Thee,  O  my  Father!"  was  the  cry 
of  my  soul  in  that  hour,  and  my  lips  breathed 
it  audibly.  With  the  sound  Charley  oi)ened  his 
eyes  and  looked  into  my  face  with  a  bewildered 
stare.  Then  a  li^ht  broke  all  over  his  pale  face, 
and  his  glad  smile  sent  happy  tears  raining  over 
my  cheeks. 

"Is  it  you,  darling?  I  thought  you  would 
never  come!"  he  breathed  faintly.  "But  you 
are  here  now,  and  you  will  not  leave  me  again, 
will  you?" 

"No,  indeed.  I  will  take  care  of  you,  and 
get  you  well  again.  Ah,  how  you  must  have 
missed  me !" 

"Missed  you!  It  has  been  an  eternity  of 
misery  since  I  fell,  and  I  have  called  your  name 
vainly  a  thousand  times." 

"They  told  me  you  were  killed!"  I  said, 
chokingly.  "  I  waited  for  tidings  from  you  till 
I  thought  I  should  go  mad,  and  then  they  said 
you  were  dead,  and  when  I  declared  my  inten- 
tion of  finding  you,  tried  to  keep  me  from  com- 
ing. But  I  would  not  be  stayed,  and,  thank 
God !  I  have  found  you  alive." 

"Ay!  Thank  God  from  your  soul,  for  it  is 
one  of  His  greatest  blessings  that  he  is  here 
now!"  said  the  doctor,  who  had  entered  and 
laid  his  hand  upon  my  head. 

"Tell  her  all  about  it,"  whispered  my  hus- 
band's faint  voice,  and  as  his  fingers  clasped 
mine  closer  the  old  man  sat  down  upon  a  cam}>- 
stool  and  began : 

"I  have  just  heard  the  story  from  one  of  the 
boys,  and  it  is  a  wonder  to  me  how  he  lived 
through  that  long  time  without  the  least  care. 
He  must  have  crept  into  the  thicket  where  they 
found  him  very  soon  after  falling,  and  there 
remained  for  four  days.  There  was  a  dead  sol- 
dier near  him,  and  from  his  canteen  and  haver- 
sack he  managed  to  obtain  Avater  and  food ;  but 
his  wound  bled  terribly.  They  say,  to  judge  by 
the  stains  around  and  where  they  came  across 
him,  he  had  just  a  spark  of  life  left.  He  will 
need  you  now  to  nurse  him  back  to  life  again, 
and  it  will  take  nice  nursing  too." 

"Will  he  lose  his  arm,  doctor?"  I  asked,  in 
a  suppressed  voice,  lest  Charley  should  hear. 

"I  will  tell  you  after  a  while,"  was  the  an- 
swer; and  accordingly  "after  a  while"  he  ex- 
amined it  closely.  As  he  left  the  tent  I  followed 
him  out. 

"Well,  doctor?" 

"All  right,  my  little  anxious  woman!  The 
Captain  can  carry  that  arm  through  several 
cami)aigns  yet,  I  hope,"  he  said,  heartily;  and 
I  went  back  to  my  boy,  my  eyes  wet  with  glad 
tears. 

Three  weeks  later  Ave  were  within  our  own 
quiet  home,  where  I  was  nursing  him  back  to 
strength  to  be  ready  for  the  Fall  campaign. 
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IN  the  past  time,  perchance,  some  thoughtful  man 
IL'is  mused  on  Lookout  Mountain's  airy  height 
Of  all  tlie  changes  and  the  changeless  plan 

Through  which  lias  passed  the  circle  in  his  sight. 

River  and  field  and  forest,  mountain  peak, 
In  solemn  silence  mock  his  asking  eye ; 

The  outward  forms  of  nature  never  speak. 

Lest  like  our  language  even  theirs  should  die. 

But  in  close  scam  and  scar  and  under-field 

The  truth  is  hid  wdiich  time  shall  ne'er  outwear; 

The  word  of  prophecy,  if  left  unsealed. 

Were  breathed  as  thoughtless  as  the  common  air. 

Where  some  fresh  scar  by  falling  rocks  is  made. 
The  man  has  found  a  perfect,  sea-born  form, 

A  word  of  knowledge  in  earth's  volume  laid, 
When  swept  above  this  height  the  ocean  storm. 

A  delicate  shell,  yet  breathing  of  the  deep ; 

And  lo!   before  his  sight  the  white  foam  glides, 
And  far  below,  through  centuries  of  sleep, 

Earth's  bosom  sinks  and  rises  with  the  tides. 

The  upper  war  enfolds  the  under  peace. 

Slow  spreading  sea-flowered  vales  on  barren  stone, 

The  hills  grow  rich  for  harvests,  waters  cease, 
And  fertile  lands  await  the  ripening  sun. 

And  in  the  time  to  be  some  man  shall  stand 
On  Lookout  Mountain  wonderino;  what  chan""e 

Has  pearled  with  villages  the  lower  land. 

And  set  with  jeweled  homes  each  mountain  range. 

And  he  shall  find,  deep  set  in  some  scarred  tree 
Late  lightning-riven,  yet  another  form 

Than  that  frail  spiral  of  a  vanished  sea. 
To  tell  of  other  and  life-changing  storm. 

A  battle  shell — a  broken,  rusted  thing, 
Born  of  a  fire-sea,  wuth  a  heart  of  fire ; 

No  delicate  life  e'er  grew  from  ring  to  ring 

Within  its  globe,  or  tipped  with  pearl  its  spire. 

Its  single  life-throb  w^as  a  spasm  of  death. 
Bursting  its  fervid  heart  with  flame  and  roar. 

And  lips  of  men  clutched  eagerly  for  breath 
A  moment,  then  forever  moved  no  more. 

All  he  shall  see ;  the  upper  fire  and  storm. 

The  wreck,  the  ravage,  and  the  cloud-veil  white, 

And  death  beneath,  the  ever-changing  form, 
Smoothing  old  barren,  rocky  wrongs  to  right. 

And  hear  the  voice  before  v/hich  kingdoms  bow 
Bid  the  sea  pass  away  with  all  its  strife. 

Nor  wonder  whence,  on  vale  and  mountain's  brow 
Have  come  the  better,  nobler  forms  of  life. 
Vol,  XXIX.— No.  173.— Tt 


G30 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


THE    CANDIDATE   FOR  ST. 
.lUDE'S. 

I. 

ALONG  and  singuhir  pause  in  tlic  midst  of 
the  ])rayer  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  made  the  brilliant  and  fashionable  con- 
gregation of  St.  Jude's  raise  their  heads  and 
look  at  the  minister.  They  saw  nothing  un- 
usual, and,  as  the  prayer  proceeded,  the  cir- 
cumstance passed  from  their  thoughts.  It  was 
set  down  as  perhai)s  a  curious  eccentricity  of 
the  strange  clergyman,  who  was  thought  none 
the  worse  of  in  consequence,  for  eccentricity  in 
the  i)ul])it  is  not  a  little  fashionable  nowadays. 

But  Mr.  Samuel  Stem  did  see  something  un- 
usual ;  remarkable,  nay,  amazing. 

Mr.  Samuel  Stem  was  senior  warden  of  St. 
Jude's,  and  it  behooved  him  to  watch  very  wari- 
ly every  motion  of  the  Reverend  Henry  Blom- 
field,  undergoing  that  day  tlie  terrible  ordeal  of 
a  "  trial,"  to  see  whether  he  would  suit  the  peo- 
ple of  that  wealthy  and  fastidious  parish,  now  in 
want  of  a  rector. 

It  behooved,  therefore,  we  say,  Mr.  Samuel 
Stem,  as  church-warden — as  senior  church-war- 
den— and  as  a  man  whose  words  had  weight  at 
vestry  meetings  commensurate  with  a  heavy  bal- 
ance at  bank,  to  "look  sharp"  in  this  moment- 
ous business  of  choosing  a  pastor.  He  felt  called 
upon  in  this  case  to  exercise  extraordinary  vig- 
ilance, as  the  Reverend  Henry  Blomfield  was 
not  only  a  young  man,  but  unknown  to  metro- 
politan fame — a  circumstance  which  Mr.  Stem 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  was  much  against  him. 

On  an  occasion  like  this,  Mr,  Samuel  Stem 
did  not  think  reverence  required  that  he  should 
close  his  eyes  and  bend  his  head  in  the  prayers. 
When  the  minister  had  been  "called"  and  duly 
settled,  Mr.  Stem  proposed  to  be  as  devoutly 
decorous  as  any  member  of  the  parish  ;  his  office 
as  warden,  and  especially  as  senioi-  warden,  made 
this  to  him  an  imperative  duty.  But  while  the 
choice  was  pending,  he  felt  upon  himself  a  great 
responsibility,  and  he  therefore  sat  bolt  upright, 
alert,  and  wide  awake,  while  the  congregation 
knelt  in  prayer. 

Justice  must  be  done  at  the  outset  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Stem.  He  was  not  only  a  stanch 
churchman,  but  a  thoroughly  conscientious  man. 
He  would  have  severed  his  right  hand  from  his 
body  before  he  would  willfully  have  wronged  a 
human  being.  If  he  was  hard  or  exacting  it 
was  only  in  the  interest  of  his  church,  and  es- 
pecially of  that  integral  portion  known  as  "St. 
Jude's."  Intense  and  irrc])ressible  church-war- 
denship  was  his  foible,  if  foible  it  was.  His  of- 
ficial dignity  seemed  as  much  his  natural  cloth- 
ing as  the  shining  broadcloth  that  encased  his 
iujposing  figure. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Stem's  efibrts  St.  Jude's  owed 
its  existence,  and  very  much  of  its  envied  ])re- 
cminciicc.  He  had  been  senior  cliurch-warden 
from  the  hour  the  ])arish  first  had  corporate 
being,  now  more  than  twenty  years,  during 
which  period  his  voice  had  been  very  naturally 


a  i)otential — some  insisted  controlling — one  in 
its  secular  affairs ;  for,  be  it  said  to  his  honor, 
that  to  the  si)iritual  guardian,  after  the  choice 
had  been  formally  and  deliberately  made,  he  left 
the  guidance  of  the  flock  in  all  things  spiritual, 
lending  a  cordial  and  zealous  co-operation  in  his 
sjthere,  but  never  laying  straw  of  let  or  hindrance 
in  the  way.  During  his  incumbency  three  rec- 
tors had  been  settled,  all  of  whom  he,  to  all 
])ractical  intents,  had  chosen ;  and  it  was  a  source 
of  honest  pride  to  him  to  hear,  as  he  did  not 
seldom,  his  taste  and  jn-udence  in  such  matters 
extolled  in  the  congregation  ;  and  he  gloried  im- 
measurably in  the  undeniable  fact  that  not  one 
of  the  shepherds  he  had  placed  over  St.  Jude's 
had  failed  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Stem  had,  in  natural  course,  come  to  be- 
lieve that  his  knowledge  of  what  St.  Jude's 
needed  in  a  rector  was  so  precise,  and  his  acu- 
men in  judgmg  of  the  fitness  of  a  candidate  for 
that  position  so  singular,  that  he  could  not  fail 
to  make  a  right  selection.  He  knew,  more- 
over, that  his  opinion  in  the  matter  now  under 
consideration  would  be  practically  as  decisive  as 
an  autocratic  ukase.  He  would  not  for  a  king- 
dom make  a  blunder  now  ;  and,  considering  all 
these  things,  every  candid  reader  will  allow 
that  he  was  j)erfectly  right  in  resolving  to 
watch  very  narrowly  in  rirual  and  sermon  the 
Reverend  Henry  Blomfield,  candidate  for  the 
succession  to  the  Reverend  Theodore  Warm- 
place,  his  last  triumphant  choice,  who  these 
four  weeks  had  slept  at  peace  with  his  fathers, 
and  whose  memorial  slab  for  the  transept  of  St. 
Jude's  was  now  in  active  preparation  at  the  fash- 
ionable stone-cutter's  hard  by. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  obscurity  of  the  new 
candidate  was  much  against  him.      It  is  true 
that  he  came  warmly  commended  to  the  vestry 
of  St.  Jude's  as  a  young  man  of  a  ver}'  high  or- 
der of  talents,  and  a  model  of  Christian  graces 
and  priestly  accomplishments.     This  warm  test- 
imonial came  from  a  professor  in  the  Tl^e^^logic- 
al  Seminary,  for  whom  Mr.  Stem  had  great  re- 
spect.    A  confidential  letter,  also,  addressed  to 
parties  in  the  back-country  parish,  over  which 
the    candidate    had    been   settled   after   taking 
priest's  orders,  elicited  a  reply  in  the  main  sat- 
I  isfactory,  although  there  was  a  vague  hint  about 
I  his  being  "indei)endent"  and  "high-strung." 
;  But  these  words  from  outside  parties  weighed 
j  very  little  with  Samuel  Stem.      He  knew  all 
about  those  things.     It  was  easy  enough  for  a 
man    to   get    recommendations.       It   was    Mr. 
I  Stem's  determination  to  give  the  new  candidate 
I  a  fair  trial,  just  as  all  his  predecessors  had  re- 
ceived ;  yet  circumstances,  as  has  been  already 
!  hinted,  were  against  him.     Although  probably 
'  not  conscious  of  the  feeling,  the  senior  warden 
I  of  St.  Jude's  possessed,  in  common  with  nearly 
!  all  men,  a  respect  for  the  general  verdict,  and  in 
!  his  eyes  Popularity  was  a  distinguished  merit  in 
I  a  minister.      If  INIr.  Blomfield  had  come  knock- 
ing at  the  golden  gate  of  St.  Jude's  Incumbency, 
shining  in  the  eclat  of  a  successful  metropolitan 
!  pulpit  career,  it  would  have  helped  him  mightily 
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even  with  independent  and  impartial  Samuel 
Stem.  Coming  upon  his  pure  merits,  to  stand 
or  fall  without  the  aid  of  a  single  adventitious 
l)rop,  the  autocrat  was  "free  to  say,"  before  he 
had  seen  or  heard  Mr.  Blomfield,  that  he  "did 
not  expect  mucli  of  iiim  :"  which  was  very  in- 
consistent in  Mr.  Samuel  Stem.  Mr.  Blom- 
field's  chances  were  not  brilliant. 

But  as  matters  had  turned  his  case  was  par- 
tially prejudyed  against  him  in  the  mind  of  Mr, 
Samuel  Stem.     It  happened  in  this  wise: 

Mr.  Stem  was  very  well  aware  that  to  be 
sim])ly  a  fine  preacher  was  not  by  any  means 
all  that  was  requisite  to  make  a  good  parish 
])ricst.  He  attached  a  proper  value  to  industry, 
ti\ct,  good-breeding,  and  ambition.  He  was 
accustomed  to  say  that  a  minister  wiio  could  do 
nothing  but  preach  was  like  a  ship  with  full  top- 
hamper  and  no  ballast.  Tiie  reader  will  ))er- 
ceive  that  Mr.  Stem  knew  what  he  wanted, 
and  that  the  man  who  would  fit  his  standard 
was  not  likely  to  offer  every  day.  No  minister 
had  been  settled  over  St.  Jude's  who  had  failed 
either  to  captivate  the  peojde  from  the  pulpit, 
or,  in  a  private  interview  with  its  astute  senior 
warden,  to  give  tolerably  satisfactory  evidence 
of  iiis  fitness  for  the  everyday,  hack-horse  work 
of  a  thorough-going,  well-ordered  parish. 

"  A  cozy  dinner  and  a  glass  or  two  of  wine 
is  the  thing  to  draw  a  man  out,"  he  would  say. 
Mr.  Stem  prided  himself  upon  his  ability  to  read 
a  man's  character,  and  he  considered,  with  much 
truth,  that  there  was  no  better  talisman  to  call 
to  his  aid  than  'a  dinner.  Mr.  Blomfield  had, 
according  to  his  custom  with  candidates,  been 
invited  to  dine  with  Mr.  Stem  on  the  day  before 
he  was  to  preach.  It  was  the  first  time  the 
warden  had  met  him ;  and  when  the  servant 
ushered  into  his  drawing-room  a  young  man, 
slightly  built,  though  tall,  and  with  a  face  al- 
most boyish  in  its  youthfulness,  and  clad  in  a 
suit  of  black,  which  not  even  its  admirable  fit 
to  the  graceful  form  nor  the  absence  of  a  speck 
of  soil  or  dust  could  redeem  from  hopeless  seedi- 
ness,  Mr.  Stem  could  not  help  contrasting  his 
appearance  with  the  entree  on  a  similar  occasion 
of  the  Reverend  Theodore  Warmplace,  with  his 
shining  broadcloth  and  his  gold  spectacles  and 
grand  "air,"  bearing  upon  him  the  unmistaka- 
ble stamp  of  the  popular  and  powerful  city  di- 
vine, and  the  contrast  was  not  favorable  to  the 
young  country  clergyman.    But  this  was  not  all. 

Mr.  Blomfield  went  through  what  Mr.  Stem 
was  wont  jocularly  to  call  his  "  table  test"  tri- 
umphantly. In  fine,  the  dinner  proved  that  he 
was  a  perfectly  bred  gentleman.  This  was  a 
strong  point  gained,  for  the  families  of  St.  Jude's 
liked  to  have  their  rector  often  to  dinner,  and 
they  were  fastidious  in  matters  of  table  etiquette. 
But  when  Mr.  Stem  came  to  his  grand  coup  of 
drawing  his  guest  out,  to  his  amazement  he  ab- 
jectly failed !  There  was  something  about  the 
young  clergyman  that  puzzled  the  worthy  ward- 
en. He  could  see  plainly  that  he  was  no  or- 
dinary man ;  the  first  ten  words  he  uttered 
assured  him  of  that.     The  grace  he  said  over 


meat  was  very  simple,  and  evidently  very  sin- 
cere. "No  affectation  about  him,  anyhow," 
thought  Mr.  Stem.  But  he  was  not  to  be 
"drawn  out."  Perhaps  the  warden  was  angling 
for  minnows  in  a  pool  which  contained  no  such 
small  fish.  His  line,  i^ossibly,  did  not  sound 
deei»  enough. 

Mr.  Stem  was  impressed  with  this  young 
priest  in  a  way  he  could  not  explain ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  he  could  not  decide  that  he  would 
do  for  St.  Jude's.  And  when  he  noted  that  Mr. 
Blomfield  gave  abstracted  and  irrelevant  answers 
to  some  of  his  most  searching  questions,  his 
amour  propre  was  severely  wounded ;  and  he  was 
jtositively  angry  when  his  guest  hastened  to  take 
his  leave  after  dinner,  before  the  warden  had 
nearly  finished  his  category  of  "tests."  Still 
he  was  determined  that  the  candidate  should 
have  a  fair  chance  on  the  morrow  before  the 
congregation  :  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  his 
mind  was  half  made  up  against  him. 

St.  Jude's  was  crowded  on  Sunday  morning. 
The  weather  was  brilliant,  and  it  was  known 
that  a  "candidate"  was  to  exhibit  his  paces. 
When  the  Reverend  Henry  Blomfield  walked  up 
the  centre  aisle  from  the  robing-room  there  was  a 
general  preliminary  verdict  of  favor.  The  sur- 
plice gave  becoming  fullness  to  his  tall,  graceful 
figure,  and  there  was  a  grave  self-possession 
about  him  which  was  exceedingly  winning.  He 
had  a  noble  head,  a  clear,  piercing,  frank  eye, 
and  a  mouth  whose  lines  were  sweet,  yet  firm 
and  powerful.  On  the  whole,  the  impression 
that  he  made  upon  that  critical  assemblage  was 
singularly  favorable.  His  entire  freedom  from 
the  awkwardness  and  embarrassment  which  a 
man  in  liis  trying  position  might  be  supposed 
naturally  to  feel,  was  afterward  wonderingly 
commented  upon  in  the  circles  of  St.  Jude's. 
They  did  not  then  know  the  secret  of  Henry 
Blomfield's  perfect  self-possession.  He  was  in 
his  Master's  house — the  Church  of  God — and 
there  was  no  awe  or  restraint  for  him  in  any 
human  congregation.  Upon  entering  the  porta,! 
of  that  House  he  was  met  by  an  invisible  but 
awful  Presence,  and  it  was  clothed  with  a  rev- 
erence that  banished  all  other  emotion  that  he 
walked  up  the  aisle  of  St.  Jude's.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  he  did  not  think  even  of  Samuel  Stem 
himself  as  he  passed  to  the  chancel  and  knelt  in 
prayer.  Yet,  as  he  thus  knelt,  a  strong,  almost 
passionate  appeal  for  aid  in  that  trying  ordeal 
went  silently  out  from  the  heart  of  that  devoted 
minister  of  Christ.  No  one  but  himself  in  that 
crowded  church  knew  how  great  was  his  need  of 
help,  or  how  much  depended  upon  his  acquitting 
himself  with  credit.  But  when  he  stood  up  to 
begin  the  service  there  was  no  shade  of  care  upon 
his  face-^nothing  but  a  heavenly  light. 

"The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple  :  let  all  the 
earth  keep  silence  before  him."  The  full,  round 
tones  rolled  from  his  lips  without  an  effort,  but 
they  reached  in  melodious  waves  the  remotest 
corner  of  the  church.  By  the  time  the  "Abso- 
lution" was  pronounced  every  member  of  the 
congregation  Avas  rapt  in  the  service  witli  a  new 
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and  indescribable  deli;;ht  I  Such  reading — so 
musical,  sonorous,  and  ini])re.ssive,  yet  so  utterly 
devoid  of  any  effort  for  mere  cJlcC— hud  never 
been  lieard  in  St.  Jude's.  Every  one  felt  that 
here,  certainly,  stood  a  true  evangelist  of  God. 
They  were  coni?cious  of  a  keen  intellectual  pleas- 
ure in  those  exquisitely  modulated  tones;  but 
overcoming  all  was  a  sense  of  sj)/n'fii(il  enjoy- 
ment, a  hushed  and  reverential  impulse  of  wor- 
ship, which  seemed  to  pervade  even  the  atmos- 
])here,  and  to  draw  the  most  careless  within  its 
holy  spell. 

All  this  Samuel  Stem  saAV  and  marked  well. 
Tiie  candidate  was  gaining  ground  rapidly. 

And  now  in  the  prayer  for  the  President  came 
tjjut  singular  pause  alluded  to  at  tlie  commence- 
ment of  this  story.  No  one,  perhaps,  of  all 
tiie  congregation,  save  Samuel  Stem,  saw  what 
caused  that  interruption,  and  /le  could  scarcely 
credit  liis  senses.  It  was  a  liroad  and  unmis- 
takable yawn. 

The  senior  warden  sat  through  the  sermon  in 
a  state  of  bewilderment,  not  unmixed  with  in- 
dignation. The  audacity  which  could  permit 
a  minister,  and  he  a  candidate,  deliberately  to 
yawn  in  the  ft\ce  of  St.  Jude's  was  to  him  amaz- 
ing. The  impropriety  of  tlie  thing  was  un- 
e(iualed  in  all  his  experience.  Not  even  by 
the  eloquent  and  ])Owerful  sermon  that  followed 
could  the  young  minister  recover  his  lost  ground 
with  ^Ir.  Stem. 

It  was  the  imnnimous  affirmation  of  old  and 
young  of  St.  Jude's  that  never  had  they  enjoyed 
such  a  treat  as  that  sermon.  It  was  long  enough 
— twenty-five  minutes  by  the  watch — but  it  did 
not  seem  to  be  more  than  ten  minutes,  so  breath- 
lessly did  the  peo])le  drink  in  every  word.  The 
text  was  the  yearning  cry  of  our  blessed  Saviour 
for  souls:  "Behold  I  stand  at  the  door  and 
knock."  The  style  of  the  sermon  was  lim))idity 
itself,  while  every  one  of  its  sentences — brief  and 
pithy  as  epigrams — drove  home  some  vital  truth 
and  clenched  it  fast.  That  -wonderful  voice, 
when  reinforced  by  an  action  at  once  striking 
and  graceful,  had  a  rare  charm  for  that  peo])le, 
upon  whose  ears  had  so  long  broken  with  mo- 
notonous jar  the  sonorous  platitudes  of  the  Rev- 
erend Theodore  Warmi)lace.  But,  as  with  the 
service,  every  body  confessed  that  the  princi])al 
merit  of  the  sermon  was  the  deep  sinceinty  which 
imbued  it.  It  neither  refrained  from  uns])aring 
denunciation  of  guilty  souls  nor  withheld  an 
atom  of  the  fullness  of  the  divine  love  and  mercy. 
Many  a  heart  received  an  arrow  that  seemed 
shot  straight  at  that  single  mark. 

The  truth  was  that  Henry  Blomfield  always 
preached  as  if  that  sernion  was  to  be  liis  last 
chance  of  saving  some  ])erishing  soul.  He 
preached  this  trial  seinion  not  more  ho])ing  to 
win  a  parish  than  earnestly  ])raying  that  \\\\\A\ 
some  might  therel)y  be  brought  to  believe  and 
be  saved. 

St.  Jude's  went  home  more  thoughtful  than 
was  common,  and  not  only  hoijing  l)ut  confident 
tliat  the  Reverend  Henry  Blomlicld  woiUd  bo 
called  to  be  their  rector. 


!       Samuel  Stem  went  home  with  a  curious  and 
.  perplexing  admixture  of  feelings.      He  knew 
I  that  if  he  omitted  to  secure  that  reading  for  St. 
Jude's  he  could  not  hope  to  match  it  elsewhere. 
(The  "  reading"  of  the  departed  Warm])lace  had 
been  his  weak  i)oint.)     And  then  after  service 
I  he  had  been  nearly  overwhelmed  with  the  en- 
'  thusiastic  eulogies  of  those  members  of  the  con- 
gregation who  found  o])portunity  to  exchange  a 
:  word  with  him.      Mr.  Stem  could  not  but  ac- 
;  knowledge    that    ^Mr.  Blomfield   had  won    the 
hearts  of  the  whole  congregation  ;  and  yet,  that 
dreatlful  yawn  !      It  was  unpardonable.      Mr. 
Stem  went  to  dinner,  and  from  thence  to  vestry 
,  meeting,  which  had  been  summoned  for  three 
o'clock  of  that  Sunday,  the  necessity  for  decid- 
ing u])on  the  question  of  a  rector  being  deemed 
urgent  enough  to  justify  the  meeting  on  that 
day. 

II. 

Henry  Blomfield,  hastening  from  church  as 
soon  as  he  could  take  ot^"  his  surplice,  met  Dr. 
Hart  at  the  door  of  the  cheap  boarding-house 
Avhere  the  minister's  family  had  their  temporary 
home. 

"Is  there  any  change,  Doctor?" 

"No,  I'm  sorry  to  say  there  is  not  yet.  She 
is  still  alive,  and  that  is  all." 

"Doctor,"  and  there  Avas  a  wild  despair  in 
the  voice,  and  an  imploring  appeal  in  the  eyes, 
"  is  there  then  no  hope  ?  Must  we  give  her  up  ? 
Doctor,  I  know  you  will  not  give  her  up  while 
there  is  any  hope." 

"My  friend, "  replied  the  worthy  Doctor,  clear- 
ing his  throat  vigorously,  and  blowing  his  nose 
sonorously  and  suspiciously — "I  need  not  re- 
mind you,  a  minister  of  God,  that  the  issue  is  in 
His  hands  alone.  I  do  not  say,  understand  me, 
that  the  case  is  altogether  Jio])eless.  There  is 
hope;  but  not  much.  I  do  not  think  it  right 
to  feed  you  with  lalse  hopes.  There  must  be  a 
change  for  the  better  or  worse  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  hours.  If  for  the  worse,  my  work 
is  done.  You  may  depend  upon  my  standing 
by  you  to  the  last." 

Mrs.  Blomfield  was  sitting  by  the  sick  child, 
but  rose  as  her  husband  entered  the  room.  Their 
hands  met  in  a  silent  ])ressure,  and  together  they 
bent  over  the  little  form  lying  there  so  fearfully 
beautiful  in  the  burning  bloom  of  the  fever. 

"  May !  May !  don't  you  know  papa  ?  Papa's 
come  home." 

The  blue  eyes  were  wide  open  and  rolling 
wildly  about,  seeming  to  see  now  this  and  now 
that  object  upon  which  their  restless  glances  fell. 
But  in  vain  the  anxious  father  looked  for  any 
sign  in  those  unnaturally  bright  orbs  to  indicate 
that  she  knew  him. 

Suddenly  she  began  to  sing,  in  a  clear,  sweet, 
child-warble,  a  fragment  of  one  of  the  beautiful 
hymns  of  the  Church  which  her  mother  had 
taught  her : 

^'•Tlie  gontlo  S.-wiour  calls 

Our  chilli ivu  to  I)i.s  breast; 
Ho  folilrt  them  in  His  gracioii3  ami?i; 
lliuiJ^clf  declare:?  them  IL'st." 
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Then  the  sweet  voice  prattled  on  :  "  Papa — 
mamma — don't  hold  me  so  tight.  Don't  take 
my  hand  out  of  Baby  Harry's.  He  wants  me 
to  go  with  him."  And  then  her  voice  dropped, 
and  the  dear  head  turned  heavily,  leaving  the 
long,  frayed,  golden  curls  lying  spread  out  upon 
the  wliite  pillow. 

The  stricken  father  dropped  upon  his  knees 
with  a  heavy  groan.  "O  Father,"  he  cried, 
using  in  his  bitter  grief  those  words  of  matchless 
woe  that  erst  went  up  from  the  midnight  damps 
of  Gethsemane,  "if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup 
pass  from  me !" 

Long  and  fervently  he  prayed,  and  he  found 
that  consolation  and  strength  that  never  fail  to 
come  when  we  throw  ourselves  upon  the  support 
of  the  Everlasting  Arms. 

The  blue  eyes  of  the  sick  child  were  closed 
when  the  minister  rose  from  his  knees,  and  she 
seemed  to  have  fallen  into  one  of  those  heavy 
but  brief  slumbers  that  had  been  attendant  upon 
her  illness.  Mr,  Blomfield  now  sat  down  with 
his  wife  by  the  window  of  the  small  apartment, 
and  told  her  of  the  experiences  of  the  morning. 

*'I  have  not  the  least  idea  of  what  my  pros- 
pects of  success  are,"  he  said.  "For  your  sake, 
and  hers"  (looking  toward  the  bed),  "Mary,  I 
did  my  best;  but  a  frightful  weariness  seemed 
to  overcome  my  brain  and  body.  And  once,  in 
prayers — you  would  hardly  credit  it — I  was  for 
a  moment  fairly  overcome  by  drov/siness,  and 
only  roused  myself  by  a  prodigious  effort  from 
dropping  fast  asleep  at  the  desk." 

"  I  do  not  wonder  at  all — my  poor  husband !" 
said  Mrs.  Blomlield.  "  Perhaps,  however,  no 
one  noticed  it.  If  they  had,  and  had  known 
that  for  three  days  and  nights  you  had  hung 
sleeplessly  over  the  sick  bed  of  a  dear  child, 
they  would  have  excused  you,  I  am  sure." 

Mr.  Blomfield  stooped  and  picked  up  a  worn 
and  broken  little  shoe,  which  had  been  lying  on 
the  floor.  For  a  few  moments  he  gazed  at  it, 
and  then  pressed  it  to  his  cheek  with  unuttera- 
ble tenderness,  while  his  eyes  slowly  filled  with 
tears.  His  glance  then  wandered  to  the  face 
of  his  wife,  who  sat  grief-worn  and  care-wasted 
beside  him,  bearing  her  equal  fatigue  with  a 
womanly  strength  which  overmatched  his  own. 
An  expression  of  pain,  which  had  a  dash  of  an- 
gel', came  over  his  countenance  as  he  read,  plain- 
ly graven  in  the  lines  of  her  face,  weariness, 
anxiety,  and  privation.  A  dark  frown  disfig- 
ured his  forehead  as  his  gaze  fell  and  lingered 
upon  her  poor,  plain,  faded  dress.  From  this 
his  eye  swept  rapidly  around  the  room,  and  took 
an  inventory  of  its  humble  furniture  at  one  flash- 
ing glance.  When  he  spoke  again  it  was  with 
an  emphasis  and  vehemence  which  showed  that 
powerful  feeling  was  working  within  him. 

"  Mary,  I  don't  care  for  this  place  for  myself. 
If /only  were  concerned  I  would  even  now  leave 
the  city  without  Avaiting  for  an  answer,  for  my 
very  soul  revolts  at  the  idea  of  being  put  up  on 
trial — forced  to  go  through  my  paces  like  a  horse 
they  want  to  buy.  That  man  who  insisted  yes- 
terday on  my  going  to  dinner  I  could  see  only 


did  it  that  he  might  measure  me,  as  a  carpenter 
would  a  board  he  wants  to  build  into  a  house. 
Of  course  it's  all  proper  enough,  but  I  can't  force 
myself  to  endure  it  decorously ;  and  the  more 
he  labored  to  turn  me  inside  out,  the  more  irre- 
sistibly I  felt  impelled  to  shut  myself  up.  But 
then  I  do  want  to  succeed  in  this  trial  for  your 
sake  and  May's,  if  it  shall  please  the  JNIerciful 
Lord  to  spare  her  to  us.  God  knows  your  lot 
has  been  hard  enough  since  you  became  a  poor 
minister's  wife !  And  yet  no  man  has  worked 
more  faithfully  than  I  have.  To  think  that  an- 
gel lying,  there  should  have  had  to  wear  such 
shoes  as  these  because  her  father  could  not  af- 
ford to  buy  her  a  decent  pair!  It  is  wrong; 
and  the  parish  that  has  for  five  years  worked  me 
to  death  and  half-starved  my  wife  and  child  have 
extortion  and  robbery  to  answer  for  in  the  sight 
of  God.  And  yet  even  that  poor  pittance  Avas 
better  than  to  be  penniless  in  a  strange  j^lace, 
and  scrambling  for  a  parish  I  have  no  hope  of 
getting  among  the  score  of  better-known  men 
that  are  after  it." 

Not  for  the  first  time  now  did  Henry  Blom- 
field know  what  courage  and  wisdom  dwelt  in 
the  woman's  heart  that  now  beat  tenderly 
against  his  own,  and  what  strength  and  control 
in  the  little  hand  that  was  now  pressed  cool  and 
firm  upon  his  throbbing  temples.  When  that 
pure,  brave  Christian  woman  who  sat  by  his 
side  told  him  sweetly  and  calmly  that  with  him 
the  meanest  hovel  was  richer  than  a  palace 
would  be  without  him,  he  knew  she  uttered  no 
romantic  conventionalism,  but  the  truth  of  a 
heart  that  knew  no  guile  or  dissimulation. 
Wlien  she  reminded  him  that  the  duty  he  had 
so  often  taught  to  the  children  at  the  chancel  rail, 
which  was  to  be  faithfully  done  in  that  station 
of  life  to  which  it  had  pleased  God  to  call  them, 
was  as  much  Ids  duty  as  theirs,  he  felt  that  the 
quiet  rebuke  was  just,  and  that  he  who  aspired 
to  lead  others  was  himself  being  led  by  this 
gentle,  womanly  hand.  In  a  few  words  of  calm, 
earnest,  homely  talk  she  swept  every  cloud  from 
his  mind  and  eye,  and  he  felt  his  feet  brought 
back  again  to  firm  ground. 

A  sound  from  within  made  him  start  as  with 
an  electric  shock,  and  hastily  turn  toward  the 
bed.  His  little  daughter  was  sitting  upright  in 
the  full  splendor  of  that  delicious  light  which 
poured  in  at  the  window.  From  her  eyes  had 
gone  out  the  hot  glitter  of  delirium,  and  the 
flush  of  the  fever  was  no  longer  in  her  cheeks. 
She  knew  her  fiither,  and  called  him  softly. 

"Papa!"- 

In  a  second  he  was  at  the  bedside. 

"Papa,  will  you  please  give  me  a  drink  of 
water?" 

She  was  perfectly  rational,  and  her  father  in 
this  fact  felt  the  most  profound  joy.  He  had 
feared  she  was  to  pass  away  without  one  word 
of  recognition,  or  without  leaving  them  a  single 
message  of  remembrance.  But  would  she  die  ? 
Would  she  not  now  live  ? 

The  doctor  said  there  would  be  a  change. 
Was  this  change  unto  life  or  death  ?     Had  she 
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come  back  to  them  now,  or  only  to  herself,  for  a 
little  while,  hefore  i,^oin<jj  away  finally?     Was 
this  clear  vision  only  that  which  comes  so  often  \ 
to  the  sufterer  whose  eyes  are   about  to  close  ; 
uj)Ou  mortal  scenes  forever  ?     Tiiey  could  not  ! 
tell.      A  great  hoi)e  and  a  great  fear  struggled 
togetiicr  in  their  hearts,  and  they  ])rHyed  for  the 
doctor  to  come,  while  they  almost  dreaded  to 
hear  his  step.     When  by-and-by  he  did  come  j 
he  found  his  patient  lying  pallid  and  qitiet,  with 
drops  of  perspiration  dotting  her  face,  where  he 
had  left   her  two   hours  before   crimson   with 
fever,  and  tossing  in  delirium.      He  took  her 
pulse  in  his  fingers  with  a  grave  air,  while  the 
father  and  mother  watched  his  face  with  breath-  . 
less  suspense.      The   brief    moments    seemed 
hours,  but  when  he  spoke  it  was  to  thrill  their 
hearts  with  joy.  j 

"Thank  God,  she  will  live!"  j 

There  was  a  knock  at  the  door,  which  Mrs.  j 
Blomfield  opened  to  the  landlady  who  brought 
a  note  addressed  to  "Rev.  Henry  Blomfield." 
No  answer  was  wanted,  she  said. 

"  And  how  is  she  ?"  whispered  the  kind-heart- 
ed woman.  Upon  hearing  from  the  rejoicing 
motlier  the  good  news  she  stole  into  the  room 
on  tip-toe  to  look  at  little  INIay,  and  just  re- 
maining long  enough  to  shake  hands  with  them 
all,  she  went  sobl)ing  out  of  the  door,  and  clat- 
tered off  down  stairs  to  sjiread  the  news  through 
the  house,  where  May  was  reigning  pet  from  at- 
tic to  cellar. 

As  Mr.  Blomfield  tore  open  the  envelope  with 
a  trembling  hand  a  vague  prescience  of  bad  news 
crept  chillingly  over  him  and  brought  a  choking 
lump  into  his  throat.     The  note  ran  thus  : 

"Vestry  Eoom  of  St.  Jude's  Parish, 

"  Sunday  Afternoon,  June  26,  1864. 

"Rev.  and  Dear  Pir,— At  a  full  meeting  of  the  wavd- 
eH3  and  vestrymen  of  J?t.  Jude's  Parish,  held  this  p.m., 
the  matter  of  your  application  for  the  vacant  rectorship 
was  duly  considered.  After  a  full  interchange  of  views  it 
■was  resolved  that,  while  lecognizing  many  qualities  in 
yourself  which  would  eminently  adorn  the  position,  the 
vestry  feel  constrained  to  decline  to  enter  into  the  engage- 
ment which  you  seek. 

"  Witli  the  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  welfare, 
I  remain,  yours  very  respectfully, 

"  Samuel  Ste.m,  Senior  Warden. 

"Rev.  Hesev  Blomfield." 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Blomfield's  misgivings 
he  was  not  fully  prepared  for  this  disappoint- 
ment, and  a  sharp  pang  shot  through  his  brain 
as  he  read  in  those  formal  sentences  the  crush- 
ing of  all  his  hopes.  A  few  moments  before  he 
would  have  welcomed  a  lifetime  of  beggary  to 
be  assured  of  the  restoration  to  him  of  his  dar- 
ling child  ;  now  she  iras  saved  to  him  the  sense 
of  his  forlorn  condition  came  back  to  him  with 
redoubled  poignancy.  He  had  not  even  money 
to  pay  the  doctor  who  had  labored  so  faitlifuUy 
to  save  his  precious  child.  He  was  already  three 
weeks  in  arrears  for  board,  and  lie  knew  that 
his  landlady  was  p(!rfcctly  aware  of  his  circum- 
stances. He  felt  that  she  had  alieady  gone  be- 
yond her  means  in  keeping  him,  and  that  if  she 
had  only  hinted  once  or  twice  at  the  settlement 
of  his  bill,  it  was  because  of  his  affliction  in  the 


sickness  of  his  little  girl.  Pie  felt  sure  that  she 
would  not  be  able,  however  willing,  to  keep  him 
much  longer.  The  world  looked  very  dark  be- 
fore him  just  now. 

As  soon  as  the  doctor  had  left,  Avhich  he  did 
after  he  had  written  a  prescription  and  given 
Mrs.  Blomfield  directions  for  the  night,  the  poor 
minister  sank  into  a  chair,  and  covering  his  face 
with  his  hands,  groaned  aloud.  Mrs.  Blomfield 
was  by  his  side  in  a  moment ;  but  it  required  all 
her  tenderness  and  taxed  her  Christian  strength 
to  the  utmost  to  lift  from  his  heart  the  heavy 
load  that  had  fallen  upon  it.  But  she  did  re- 
move it  partially,  and  the  minister  came  that 
night  to  the  family  altar,  if  not  very  hopeful,  at 
least  not  despairing  of  the  future;  and  when, 
as  they  were  singing  (softly,  for  they  thought 
JMay  was  asleep),  a  sweet,  tremulous  voice  from 
the  bed  joined  them  in  good  old  Bishop  Ken's 
immortal  hymn — 

"•Glory  to  Thee,  my  God,  this  night 
For  all  the  blessings  of  the  Hght ; 
Keep  me,  O  keep  mo,  King  of  Kinnrs, 
Under  thine  own  Almighty  v.ings:" 

he  felt  tlie  cloud  lifted  as  if  by  angel  hands,  and 
his  heart  became  light  as  it  had  not  been  for 
months.  He  thought  what  bitterness  of  soul 
would  now  have  been  his  if  that  sweet  voice 
were  hushed  in  death,  and  tlie  light  of  those 
dear  eyes  gone  out  forever.  On  the  wings  of 
prayer  he  mounted  near  to  the  Throne.  From 
the  darkness  he  stretched  out  his  hands  and  felt 
the  hand  of  God,  and  clasping  it  became  again 
courageous  and  strong. 

That  night  Henry  Blomfield  and  his  wife  sat 
long  by  the  window  talking  cheerfully  over  plans 
for  the  future.  It  Avas  determined  that  he  should 
go  in  the  morning  and  answer  an  advertisement 
for  a  teacher  of  elocution  in  a  flourishing  school 
for  young  gentlemen,  which  advertisement  he 
had  noticed  the  day  before.  Mary  insisted  that 
he  should  now  go  to  bed  and  get  a  little  sleep, 
lest,  as  she  jocosely  said,  he  "  might  nod  in  the 
face  of  the  principal  on  the  morrow  when  he 
went  to  seek  his  fortune."  She  would  lie  down 
by  May,  and  would  be  sure  to  hear  her  if  she 
stirred  ever  so  little.      So  they  both  slept. 

In  the  morning,  as  soon  aj^  breakfast  was  dis- 
patched, Mr.  Blomfield  went  to  the  seminary. 
There  had  been  twelve  applicants,  and  the  place 
had  been  filled  on  Saturday  evening.  This  wa^ 
unfortunate.  But  now  that  his  manhood  had 
come  back  to  him  he  was  not  to  be  discouraged 
by  a  single  disappointment. 

But  a  greater  trouble  awaited  him.  Return- 
ing home,  hot  and  weary  from  his  long  walk, 
he  was  met  in  the  hall  by  Mrs.  Emmons,  the 
landlady  of  the  house,  who,  with  much  circum- 
locution and  stammering,  made  her  business 
known. 

"  You  know.  Sir,  that  I  have  only  my  board- 
ers to  depend  ujion,  and  what  with  the  high 
prices  of  every  thing  I  have  trouble  enough  to 
make  ends  meet.  Now,  while  your  dear  little 
girl  was  so  sick  I  wouldn't  have  done  it  for  the 
world.     But  now  she's  doing  so  nicely  (I  was 
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up  to  see  her  a  bit  ago,  and  she  was  as  chirp  as 
a  cricket),  I  feel  that  I  would  have  been  doing 
my  own  children  wrong  if  I  hadn't.  It  will 
only  be  giving  you  the  trouble  of  finding  an- 
other boarding-house,  and  I'm  sorry  enough  to 
have  you  go,  I  am  sure."  She  said  this  last 
with  sincere  energy. 

She  had  not  yet  explained  herself  fidly,  but 
Mr.  Blomfield  felt,  with  rapidly  sinking  heart, 
that  what  she  was  hesitating  to  say  pluniply  wjs 
that  he  was  to  vacate  his  room  for  another  fam- 
ily. And  this  she  finally  managed  to  say.  "They 
have  been  wanting  that  room  for  several  weeks, 
but  I  have  refused  'em  ;  and  they  came  again 
this  morning  and  said  I  vmst  take  them,  and 
offered  me  a  good  price  ;  and  you  see.  Sir,  I  am 
in  a  way  compelled  to  let  them  have  it.  I  have, 
however,  put  'em  off  as  long  as  I  could,  so  that 
May  need  not  be  moved  too  soon.  I  have 
promised  they  may  take  it  this  day  week.  I 
don't  say  any  thing  about  the  bill  you  owe  me, 
Sir.  I  know  that  you  will  pay  me  when  you 
can,  and  I  am  willing  to  wait."  And  with  many 
apologies  for  wliat  Mr.  Blomfield  could  not  but 
acknowledge  was  truly  generous  conduct,  the 
worthy  woman  went  off  about  her  work,  leav- 
ing the  poor  minister  standing  in  the  hall  over- 
whelmed with  misery.  Here  xcas  a  trouble  in- 
deed!  To  be  turned  out  of  this  home  —  left 
Avith  this  heli)lcss  family  adrift  in  the  great  city, 
Avirhout  money  or  friends !  He  had,  it  is  true, 
dreamed  of  such  a  contingency,  but  was  never- 
theless utterly  unprepared  for  it.  And  this  was 
the  tidings  he  Avas  to  carry  to  his  Avife,  instead 
of  the  good  ncAvs  she  probably  expected.  With 
a  heavy  heart  he  mounted  the  stairs  to  his  room. 

III. 

Mr.  Samuel  Stem  sat  in  his  snug  library,  en- 
joying a  fragrant  after-dinner  cigar  and  medita- 
ting on  St.  Jude's.  He  was  not  quite  satisfied 
that  he  had  acted  Aviscl}-  in  counseling  the  rejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Blomficld's  application  for  the  rec- 
torship. He  Avas  not  Avilling  to  confess  that  the 
objections  he  urged  against  him  Avere  pushed 
more  strongly  and  pertinaciously  from  the  fact 
that,  for  the  first  time,  the  A'estry  shoAved  a  dis- 
position to  haA'c  an  opinion  other  than  Mr. 
Samuel  Stem's,  and  that  more  than  one  mem- 
ber very  Avarmly  advocated  the  claims  of  the 
gentleman  under  discussion.  Contending  that 
it  was  the  plain  sentiment  of  the  people  that  he 
should  be  called,  Mr.  BroAvn,  the  junior  Avarden, 
Avho  Avas  nearly  as  ricli  as  Mr.  Stem,  Avas  con- 
spicuous in  his  advocacy  of  Mr.  Blomfield,  and 
even  Avent  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  thought  the 
Avishes  of  the  parish  ought  to  outAveigh  the  pre- 
judices of  any  individual.  Mr.  Stem  thought  he 
snuflted  a  faction  in  the  vestry.  He  had  more 
than  once  suspected  Mr.  BroAvn  of  aspiring  to 
the  senior  Avardenship  and  the  autocracy  of  the 
parish  ;  though,  to  do  Mr.  B.  prompt  justice, 
he  had  never  had  such  a  thought,  and  Avas  act- 
ing in  this  matter  from  a  sincere  sense  of  duty. 
But  JNIr.  Stem  Avas  stirred  and  stiffened  by  this 
unexpected  opposition,  and  had  finally  the  sat- 


isfaction of  learning  that  his  throne  was  still 
secure  by  carrying  all  the  members,  save  Mr. 
BroAvn,  in  favor  of  rejection.  And  yet  Mr. 
Stem  Avas  not  Avell  at  ease  about  the  matter  as 
he  smoked  his  after-dinner  cigar. 

Mr.  Stem's  meditations  Avere  interrupted  by 
the  entrance  of  his  old  friend  and  neight)or  Dr. 
Hart,  who  often  dropped  in  after  dinner  for  a 
smoke  and  a  chat.  Dr.  H.  Avas  a  genuinely 
Christian  man,  but  of  a  different  denomination- 
al family  from  the  one  embracing  St.  Jude's, 
and  consequently  not  particularly  aa'cII  informed 
concerning  matters  in  that  parish.  Between 
these  friends  it  Avas  not  often  that  church  afiairs 
Averc  brought  into  the  conversation,  for  both 
gentlemen  Avere  stout  j)olemicists,  and  in  main- 
taining their  several  dogmas  of  ecclesiastical 
faith  Avere  apt  to  get  heated  beyond  the  point 
of  comfortable  fellowship.  After  a  few  disputes 
of  this  kind,  Avhich  had  resulted  in  their  parting 
in  mutual  high  dudgeon,  to  the  premature  end- 
ing of  a  social  evening,  such  controversy  came 
to  be  tacitly  tabooed.  But  it  so  fell  out,  on  this 
particular  evening,  that  Mr.  Stem,  having  his 
mind  full  of  St.  Jude's  and  its  rectorate,  did 
mention  the  matter  of  the  young  minister  to  Dr. 
Hart. 

The  fact  Avas,  that  notwithstanding  their  dif- 
ferences of  doctrine,  there  Avas  no  man  living  in 
Avhose  judgment,  outside  of  Samuel  Stem,  that 
gentleman  had  so  much  confidence  as  in  his 
outspoken  Calvinistic  neighbor.  His  own  opin- 
ion he  Avas  apt  to  maintain  pretty  stoutly,  as  Ave 
have  seen,  against  all  ordinary  cavilers;  that  opin- 
ion, reinforced  by  the  coincidence  of  Dr.  Hart, 
he  Avould  have  upheld  against  a  dissenting  Avorld. 
Hence,  being  sorely  perplexed  in  his  OAvn  mind, 
and  extremely  anxious  to  be  fortified  in  the  de- 
cision he  had  made,  and  feeling  assured,  more- 
OA'cr,  that  Avhcn  he  sought  his  friend's  advice 
sincerely,  even  in  a  matter  like  the  present,  ho 
could  count  upon  its  being  sincerely  rendered, 
he  laid  the  Avhole  case  of  Mr.  Blomfield  before 
Dr.  Hart,  yaAvn  and  all,  stating  it  as  frankly 
and  fairly  as  he  could. 

When  Mr.  Stem  came  to  the  name  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Blomfield  in  his  narration.  Dr.  Hart 
repeated  it  after  him  as  if  in  some  surprise,  but 
made  no  comment  at  the  moment.  Mr.  Stem 
finished  by  asking, 

"And  now.  Doctor,  Avhat  is  your  candid  opin- 
ion about  the  matter?  Have  I  done  right  or 
Avrong?" 

Before  Dr.  Hart  could  reply  little  Johnny 
Stem,  a  sweet  child  of  seven  years,  and  his  fa- 
ther's pet  and  idol,  came  bounding  into  tlie  room 
in  bare  feet  and  snoAvy  night-goAvn,  to  claim  his 
father's  good-night  kiss.  Mr.  Stem  stroked  his 
flossy  broAvn  curls  and  looked  into  his  dancing 
hazel  eyes  with  a  fondness  he  did  not  attempt 
to  conceal.  Johnny  Avas  also  a  great  favorite 
Avith  Dr.  Hart,  and  after  bidding  his  father 
good-night  he  bounded  to  the  Doctor  and  put  up 
his  SAveet  rose-bud  mouth  to  kiss  him  too,  and 
then  gamboled  out  of  the  room  and  up  the  stairs 
Avith  merry  shouts  that  made  the  house  musical. 
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"  Samuel,"  suiJ  the  Doctor,  gravely,  after  the 
door  had  closed  ujjou  the  child,  "do  you  love 
that  hoy?" 

Samuel  Stem  looked  at  his  friend  Avith  sur- 
prise. 

''Do  I  love  Johnny?  Indeed  I  do.  I  fear 
sometimes  I  am  making  an  idol  of  that  dear 
child." 

"It  would  he  a  sore  trial  for  you  to  lose  him?" 

"  God  in  mercy  forbid !"  exclaimed  JMr.  Stem, 
with  a  strong,  sharp  shudder.  "But,  Doctor, 
what  do  you  mean?  Surely  you  don't  think 
that  Johnny  is — that  there  is  any  danger  that 
he  will — "  and  the  voice  of  the  alarmed  fixther 
died  away  to  a  tremulous  whisper  as  a  frightful 
])ossibilit3-,  suggested  by  the  grave  looks  of  the 
Doctor  and  his  strange  questions,  crept  chilling- 
ly into  his  thoughts. 

"Reassure  yourself,  my  friend.  The  boy  is 
perfectly  well,  and,  if  it  pleases  God,  in  the  or- 
dinary course  of  nature  will  grow  to  hale  man- 
hood. But  I  want  you  to  answer  me  another 
question,  after  which  I  will  explain,  if  indeed 
you  do  not  guess  ray  drift  before  I  finish  it. 
Suppose  that  boy  were  to  be  stricken  down  by  a 
malignant  disease,  so  that  for  days  and  nights 
together  life  and  death  were  so  evenly  poised 
that  a  feather  would  turn  the  scale,  do  you  think 
you  would  go  about  your  business,  cat,  drink, 
and  sleep  as  usual?" 

"No,  I'm  sure  I  wouldn't.  I  wotild  not  be 
willing  to  leave  him  for  an  hour." 

' '  Very  well.  Now  suppose,  after  watching  by 
liis  bedside  for  three  sleepless  and  anxious  days 
and  nights,  you  should  be  compelled  by  business 
you  could  not  forego  to  leave  him  for  a  time, 
would  you  be  apt  to  give  much  thought  to  the 
ordinary  proprieties  of  life  ?  Would  you,  I  ask" 
(the  Doctor  here  fixed  his  eyes  keenly  upon  Mr. 
Stem,  and  threw  a  startling  emphasis  into  his 
tone),  "  think  the  worse  of  yourself  if  you,  with 
your  nature  unbent  from  the  sharp  tension  of 
watching  your  possibly  dying  child,  and  pros- 
trated with  sleeplessness  and  fatigue,  should  go 
about  yawning  in  the  face  of  the  wliole  city?" 

"No,  I'm  sure  I  wouldn't,"  replied  Mr.  Stem, 
with  great  energy.  "But  what  does  all  this 
mean?"  he  continued.  "You  don't  mean  to 
say  that—" 

"  I  mean  to  say  that  for  three  days  and  nights, 
save  for  the  hour  he  spent  at  your  dinner-table, 
and  the  hour  and  a  half  at  the  desk  of  St.  Jude's, 
the  man  you  have  just  rejected  as  your  pastor 
has  sat  by  the  bedside  of  as  sweet  a  child  as  ever 
blessed  a  parent's  heart,  and  when  he  stood  in 
your  church  on  trial  he  did  not  know  but  when 
he  returned  to  that  bedside  he  would  find  his 
child  gone  to  the  angels." 

Samuel  Stem's  eyes  were  full  of  tears  and  his 
head  was  bent  low.      He  asked, 

"Does  the  child  live?" 

"  Siie  does,  and  will  recover." 

"Thank  God!"  exclaimed  Mr.  Stem,  fer- 
vently. 

"  I  have  seen  that  man,"  continued  Dr.  Hart, 
"under  trying  circumstances.     I  have  studied 


him  with  an  interest  few  men  liave  ever  awak- 
ened in  me.  He  is,  in  my  judgment,  one  of  the 
noblest,  purest,  and  most  Christ-like  men  I  ever 
saw.  Presbyterian  as  I  am,  I  know  of  no  man 
to  whom  as  a  si)iritual  guide  I  would  more  will- 
ingly commit  myself  than  to  that  young  Episco- 
pal priest.  And  now  I  will  answer  your  ques- 
tion. You  did  not  do  wrong  in  acting  as  you 
did  with  the  light  you  had.  My  opinion  is  you 
Ijave  made  a  great  miss,  and  that  you  had  better 
reconsider  the  matter  if  possible." 

It  was  later  than  usual  the  next  day  when 
Dr.  Hart  came  to  Mr.  Blomfield's  room,  but  his 
patient  was  so  much  better  that  they  had  not 
missed  him.  After  some  brief  directions  to  the 
mother  the  Doctor  turned  to  INIr.  Blomfield  and 
said,  "I  hardly  think  it  will  be  necessary  for 
me  to  come  again,  she  will  do  very  well  with 
mother's  good  nursing,  and  if  you  think  it  neces- 
sary you  can  call  me  in  at  any  time.  Doctors 
are  pretty  expensive  friends  nowadays,  and  I 
have  conscience  enough  to  cut  off  my  visits  as 
soon  as  I  see  they  are  not  needed  any  longer." 

Mr.  Blomfield  answered  tlie  smile  of  the  Doc- 
tor as  he  said  this  with  another,  but  so  melan- 
choly as  to  be  almost  ghastly.  A  new  trouble 
now  beset  the  poor  man.  It  seemed  absolutely 
necessary  that  he  should  say  something  about 
pay  for  the  Doctor's  services ;  indeed  he  proba- 
bly expected  it,  and  had  thrown  out  this  hint 
about  the  expense  to  open  the  way.  Thus 
thought  Mr.  Blomfield,  but  what  to  say  he  knew 
not.  He  was  a  stranger  to  the  Doctor,  having 
called  him  in  hastily  in  the  first  hours  of  JMay's 
sickness,  and  he  certainly  had  no  right  to  ask 
him  to  wait  for  his  money.  But  he  must  say 
somethinfj,  and  trusting  to  the  kindness  of  heart 
which  the  Doctor  had  seemed  to  possess  in  an 
eminent  degree,  he  began  : 

"  Dr.  Hart,  I  trust  you  will  not  think  that  I 
would  willingly  delay  for  an  hour  the  payment 
of  a  debt.  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  you  something 
more  than  money ;  I  owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude 
which  I  can  never  repay.  I  feel  that  to  your 
skill  and  attention  I  owe,  under  God,  the  life 
of  my  dear  child.  But  I  am  forced  to  tell  you 
that  I  am  at  this  time  without  funds.  I  will  be 
frank  with  you,  and  tell  you  that  I  know  not 
when  I  shall  be  better  off.  This  misfortune  of 
the  illness  of  my  daughter  befell  us  at  a  time 
when  I  was  out  of  employment,  and  found  me 
nearly  destitute  of  money.  I  am  now  in  search 
of  employment,  and  trust  that  I  may  soon  meet 
with  success.  I  shall  certainly  not  delay  a  mo- 
ment in  discharging  my  debt  to  you  when  it  is 
in  my  power." 

"Mr.  Blomfield,"  replied  Doctor  Hart  (with 
a  cough  that  sounded  very  dry  and  harsh,  and 
turning  his  head  away  so  that  the  minister  did 
not  see  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eyes,  which,  how- 
ever, dear  reader,  you  and  I  ought  to  know  was 
shining  through  a  watery  film),  "I  earn  my 
living  by  my  profession,  and,  although  I  am  not 
a  hard  man,  I  don't  feel  as  if  I  could  aflbrd  to 
give  my  services  to  people  who  arc  perfect  stran- 
gers to  me." 
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Mr.  Blomfield  thought  :  Heaven  help  me. 
How  I  have  been  mistaken  in  this  man!  But 
he  was  stung  to  the  quick  by  what  he  fiincied 
tlic  doubt  of  his  honesty  in  the  Doctor's  remark 
about  giving  his  services,  and  witli  a  touching 
dignity  he  said : 

*'Sir,  I  most  deeply  regret  that  my  great  ne- 
cessity has  compelled  me  to  incur  this  obligation 
to  you,  but  I  beg  you  will  spare  me  any  doubt 
of  my  honor.  I  have  here.  Sir,  in  these  trunks, 
a  few  books,  some  of  them  valuable.  Will  you 
permit  me  to  send  them  to  your  house  to  retain 
as  security  for  the  payment  of  this  debt,  and  I 
will  be  glad  if  you  will  at  once  furnish  me  with 
the  amount,  that  I  may  settle  it  as  speedily  as 
possible?" 

"There,  there,  let's  have  an  end  of  this  non- 
sense!" almost  sl)outed  the  good  old  Doctor,  who 
could  not  carry  his  mask  any  longer.  "Take 
your  books,  indeed  !  Not  if  you  never  paid  me. 
What  do  you  suppose  I  want  of  a  lot  of  trump- 
ery Episcopal  theology,  a  double-dyed  Calvinist 
like  me?  Here,  I'll  tell  you  what  I'll  do;  I'll 
compromise  tlie  matter,  if  you  like.  Let  May, 
here,  come  and  see  me  every  day  and  give  me  a 
kiss,  and  I'll  take  off  a  dollar  for  every  time. 
Here,  baby,  give  us  the  first  installment  now." 
And  the  old  fellow  made  a  great  show  of  fond- 
ling May,  who  for  her  part  wondered  what  made 
her  cheeks  so  wet  of  a  sudden. 

"  But,  hold  on,  maybe  I  will  get  the  cash 
after  all.  Here  is  something  that  I  think  con- 
tains good  news  for  you."  And  the  Doctor  pro- 
duced from  his  ample  pocket-book  a  note,  the 
counterpart  of  the  one  Mr.  Blomfield  had  read 
with  such  sorrow  the  day  before.  But  how  dif- 
ferent Vv'ere  the  contents  of  this !     It  ran  : 

"  Vestry  Room  of  St  Jude's,  June  2T,  18C4. 

''Rev.  ant>  Dear  Sik, — It  becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to 
inform  yon  that  tlie  declination  by  the  wardens  and  vest- 
ry-men of  this  parish  of  your  application  for  the  rector- 
ship which  Avas  communicated  to  you  yesterday  was  re- 
considered at  a  meeting  held  this  day,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  to  tender  you  a  call  to  the  vacancy,  at  a 
salary  of  $3000  per  annum,  to  date  from  the  1st  of  the 
present  month.  I  may  add,  that  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of 
tlie  ofllcers,  as  well  as  the  congregation  of  the  parish,  that 
you  may  find  it  convenient  to  accept  this  call. 

"  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  you  will  receive  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties  the  cordial  co-operation  of  this  body, 
and  of  none  more  cheerfully  than 

''  Your  obedient  servant, 

*•'  Samuel  Stem,  Senior  Warden. 

•'  Ret.  Hknry  Blomfield."' 

After  reading,  first  to  himself  and  then  aloud, 
this  good  news,  which  at  once  made  every  thing 
bright  before  him,  Mr.  Blomfield  caught  the 
hand  of  Dr.  Hart  with  a  fervent  grasp,  and  said  : 
"I  am  sure,  Sir,  you  have  in  some  way  brought 
to  my  door  this  marvelous  good  fortune.  But 
will  you  pardon  me  if  I  ask  you  to  join  us  in 
ascribing  devout  gratitude  to  God  for  this  His 
merciful  interposition  in  our  behalf?  Let  us 
pray." 

Samuel  Stem  does  not  hesitate  to  divide  with 
Calvinistic  Dr.  H.  the  credit  of  his  last  and  most 
successful  choice  of  a  rector  for  St.  Jude's. 
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I  GOT  a  letter  not  long  ago. 
Three  close  pages  the  letter  filled, 
Telling  me  how  in  a  recent  fight 

A  gallant  friend  of  mine  was  killed ; 
And  it  bade  me  tell  the  woman  he  loved — 

There  the  words  seemed  somehow  to  blend — 
For  as  I  read  it  my  heart  was  moved 

With  grief  for  her  and  the  loss  of  my  friend. 

That  night  was  the  night  of  a  brilliant  ball, 

And  I  knew  that  I  should  meet  her  there: 
Oh,  how  stately  and  grand  she  looked, 

With  milk-white  pearls  in  her  shining  hair! 
How  like  a  queen  she  moved  through  the  rooms 

Mid  the  hum  and  heat  and  the  gaslight's  glare, 
Where  the  mingled  odors  of  rich  perfumes 

Heavily  hung  on  the  indolent  air ! 

"Ah,  where  are  her  thoughts?"  I  asked  of  nn'self, 

As  past  she  whirled  in  the  mazy  dance, 
Her  bright  eyes  sparkling,  her  cheek  aglow, 

And  a  smile  on  her  lip  as  she  met  my  glance. 
''  Docs  she  never  think  of  the  battle-plain, 

Of  the  terrible  cannon's  fiery  breath, 
Has  never  a  Avhite  face,  fraught  with  pain, 

Chilled  her  heart  in  a  vision  of  death  ?" 

I  took  her  hand  for  the  last  quadrille. 

And  in  the  pauses  we  talked  of  the  past, 
Talked  of  her  lover,  our  old  sehool-da}^s ; 

Yet  ever  the  bugle's  ringing  blast 
Sounded  to  me  in  the  cornet's  strain, 

And  in  place  of  that  scene  with  its  flood  of  light, 
Wrecks  of  battle  and  heaps  of  slain 

Loomed  like  shadows  before  my  sight. 

The  dull  dance  ended ;  the  music  ceased ; 

The  night  waned  close  on  the  morning  hours ; 
A  languor  lurked  in  the  women's  c^'es; 

And  an  odor  of  crushed  and  withered  flowers 
Had  chased  from  the  air  its  rich  perfumes. 

As  I  drew  her  jeweled  arm  through  my  own. 
And  led  her  out  of  the  lighted  rooms. 

That  we  might  speak  together  alone. 

We  stood  where  the  fiiiling  moon  looked  in 

Through  the  dim  conservatory's  shade — 
There  I  told  her  the  sad,  sad  news. 

And  saw  the  rose  on  her  young  cheek  fade, 
Saw  her  droop  like  a  blighted  flower, 

"With  her  white  hands  clasped  on  her  heaving 
breast : 
"0  God!"  I  said,  "in  thine  own  good  hour, 

End  this  strife  as  to  thee  seems  best!" 

In  a  soldiers'  hospital,  nursing  the  sick. 

But  a  week  ago  I  saw  her  last, 
Wearing  the  "sister's"  plain  black  garb 

(Oh  how  different  she  looked  in  the  past !), 
And  the  poor  lads  followed  her  with  their  eyes — 

Moving  among  them  from  bed  to  bed — 
As  though  she  were  a  saint  from  Paradise, 

And  there  shone  a  halo  around  her  head. 
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THE  LITTLE  310NK. 

THERE  are  many  famous  cities  in  Italy: 
^Nlilan  has  its  wonderful  Cathedral,  Venice 
the  great  square  of  St.  Mark's,  Verona  the  tomb 
of  Juliet,  and  Rome  the  nursery  of  the  world ; 
but  Florence  alone  is  called  beautiful — the  beau- 
tiful Florence.  It  lies  in  the  heart  of  Tuscany, 
aloni^  the  silver  Arno,  surrounded  by  sloping 
])lains  and  rounded  hills  clad  in  the  greenest 
verdure.  Villages  crowd  the  hills  and  nestle  in 
the  valleys,  and  in  the  distance  you  see  the 
woody  Apennines  shrouded  in  purple  haze. 
Florence  is  an  old  city,  time-worn  and  gray,  ; 
and  uiriike  any  on  this  side  of  the  water.  Its 
streets  are  narrow,  and  the  style  of  its  archi- 
tecture is  massive  rather  than  graceful ;  but  it 
is  filled  with  works  of  art,  abounds  in  noble 
l)a]aces  and  churches,  and  in  its  neighborhood 
are  several  pious  monasteries,  among  others 
that  of  La  Certosa. 

La  Certosa  stands  on  a  gentle  hill  covered 
with  vines  and  olives,  and  consists  of  several 
chapels  and  cloisters  with  gardens  attached. 
Imagine  a  range  of  buildings,  half  church  and 
half  fortress,  w'ith  heavy  porches  and  stained 
windows ;  here  a  court  enlivened  by  a  spark- 
ling fountain  ;  there  an  embowered  walk  with  a 
crucifix  at  the  end ;  and  there  a  solitary  cell  for 
penance. 

In  the  spring  of  1 3G0,  Avhen  our  story  begins, 
it  was  at  the  height  of  its  renown  :  at  present  it 
is  but  the  shadow  of  its  former  self,  so  much 
has  it  suffered  from  the  violence  of  the  early 
Italian  wars,  the  gradual  decay  of  the  monastic 
system,  and  the  silent  but  certain  assaults  of 
Time.  It  is  something,  however,  1?hat  it  still  re- 
mains, even  in  decay.  It  would  have  perished 
long  ago,  I  am  fond  enough  to  believe,  but  for 
its  being  haunted  by  the  memory  of  Hilario, 
and  the  fact  of  his  story  remaining  yet  untold. 
And  who  was  Hilario,  you  ask?  One  of  its  ab- 
bots whose  life  was  a  round  of  holiness,  whose 
days  were  passed  in  meditation,  and  whose 
nights  were  sleepless  vigils  ?  One  of  its  monks 
renowned  for  fasts  and  penances,  or  the  noble 
prince  whose  liberality  endowed  and  npheld  it  ? 
Neither  prince,  abbot,  nor  monk,  I  rej)ly,  but  a 
simple  peasant-boy — a  dreamer,  some  twelve 
years  old.     Let  me  relate  his  story. 

Hilario  was  the  second  child  of  peasant  pa- 
rents who  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Flor- 
ence. Of  his  father  but  little  is  known,  save 
that  he  was  a  handsome,  graceless  scamp,  with 
a  passion  for  rattling  the  dice-box  and  breaking 
female  hearts.  His  mother  was  young  and 
beautiful.  Conceive  a  Florentine  girl  of  six- 
teen ;  give  her  strange,  bright  eyes,  and  long 
black  hair,  rounded  cheeks  not  too  bloomy,  a 
light  and  graceful  form,  and  a  pretty  hand  and 
foot.  Such  was  Fiammetta  when  she  became 
the  wife  of  Martillini,  and  such  was  she  to  the 
last  in  spite  of  his  ill-usage  and  neglect.  Her 
first  child,  a  little  girl,  died  in  its  infancy;  the 
second  was  Hilario,  who  lived,  for  any  thing 
that  I  know  to  the  contrary,  till  he  was  three- 


score and  ten.  His  mother,  however,  died 
when  he  was  a  wee  babe  of  six  months.  She 
perished  by  the  Great  Plague,  which,  in  1348, 
devastated  Florence  and  the  greater  part  of 
Italy.  She  was  among  the  first  who  caught  the 
infection,  or  the  monks  would  hardly  have  been 
so  willing  to  receive  her  little  Hilario.  A  few 
months  later  and  he  must  have  jjcrished  with 
her,  so  powerless  were  they  to  succor  those  who 
sought  shelter  within  their  walls.  But  as  it 
was,  they  adopted  the  child,  and  promised  to 
bring  him  np  in  piety  and  good  works.  The 
next  day  Fiammetta  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  shade  of  an  olive-tree  hard  by,  and  Hilario 
became  a  little  monk. 

Luckily  for  the  child,  as  well  as  the  good 
fathers,  the  gardener  of  La  Certosa  had  a  wife, 
who  consented  to  nurse  Hilario,  having  just  lost 
a  little  boy  of  her  own.  She  suckled  the  babe 
until  he  was  able  to  be  Avcaned,  and  when  he 
was  able  to  go  alone  she  was  swept  away  by  the 
Plague,  as  was  the  gardener  also. 

The  next  year  or  two  Hilario  took  care  of 
himself,  child  though  he  was,  so  dreadful  were 
the  ravages  of  the  Pestilence,  and  so  busy  the 
monks  of  La  Certosa  administering  the  sacra- 
ment to  the  sick  and  dying  in  Florence  and 
the  villages  round  about.  Wandering  at  will 
through  the  various  buildings  of  the  monastery, 
he  found  his  way  to  the  refectory  at  meal-times, 
to  the  chapel  at  vespers,  and  to  the  garden  and 
its  winding  walks  at  all  hours.  At  the  start  he 
was  afraid  of  the  stone  cherubims  between  the 
windows,  and  the  figures  of  the  couchant  hound 
on  the  tomb  of  the  knight  Niccolo ;  but  by  de- 
grees he  took  courage  and  stared  unflinchingly 
into  the  eyes  of  the  first,  and  offered  the  last  an 
ortolan,  in  hopes  that  he  would  eat  it  and  be- 
come good  friends  with  him. 

This  was  in  the  smallest  cloister,  which  was 
ever  after  a  favorite  with  him ;  for  when  his 
timidity  wore  off  he  discovered  that  the  panes 
therein  were  beautifully  stained  with  monks, 
and  nuns,  and  angels,  and  the  good  St.  Bruno. 
As  his  boldness  increased  he  explored  the  other 
chapels,  and  finally  ventured  into  the  largest 
as  far  as  the  altar.  Behind  the  altar  was  a 
great  window  of  stained  glass,  dusk  and  dim  by 
day,  and  hardly  lighted  on  the  most  radiant  of 
summer  eves.  It  was  several  days  before  Hila- 
rio saw  it  in  its  glory ;  but  when  at  last  the  set- 
ting sun  shone  upon  it  he  was  delighted  beyond 
measure.  Not  that  the  sim])le  child  guessed 
what  it  was  that  he  beheld,  or  knew  how  much 
it  entranced  him ;  he  merely  sat  down  on  the 
steps  of  the  altar,  and  gave  himself  up  to  the 
picture  before  him  as  we  give  ourselves  up  to  a 
dream. 

And  a  beautiful  dream  it  was,  the  picture  in 
the  window — the  most  benign  dream  that  has 
yet  visited  this  gray  old  world — the  Virpin  and 
Holy  Child  I  The  Virgin  sat  on  a  sort  of  throne- 
chair,  with  a  high  back  and  sculptured  arms, 
and  in  her  lap  rested  the  Child  Jesus,  holding  a 
gilded  plobc  and  cross.  Before  him  knelt  the 
Wise  Men  offering  gums,   spices,   and  jewels, 
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their  swarthy  faces  brightened  by  the  halo 
round  his  brow;  above  him  glittered  tlie  mirac- 
ulous Star,  and  above  the  Star  hovered  the  Holy 
Dove,  bearing  an  olive  bough  in  its  bill.  Tiie 
dove  was  no  novelty  to  Hilario,  for  he  remem- 
bered noticing  a  flock  of  similar  ones  flying  over 
the  garden ;  but  tlie  child  was  the  first  he  had 
ever  seen,  and  he  wondered  thereat.  lie  was 
not  alone  then  in  the  shadowy  chapel,  but  had 
a  little  brother  on  the  gorgeous  window  (such 
was  the  meaning  of  his  childish  reveries),  and  a 
mother  to  watch  over  and  love  him.  For  the 
pictured  Virgin  seemed  to  smile  on  the  mother- 
less Hilario,  while  the  Child  Jesus  offered  him 
the  gilded  globe  and  cross !  When  the  monks 
came  into  the  chapel  to  celebrate  vespers  they 
found  Hilario  with  his  hands  clasped,  and  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  face  of  the  Blessed  Child. 
During  the  service  they  gazed  at  their  young 
brother  full  as  often  as  at  the  Infant  Saviour, 
and  felt  no  compunctions  at  heart  therefor;  for 
they  remembered  what  the  Lord  himself  says, 
'"Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Hilario  grew  rai)idly,  and  was  wise  beyond 
his  years ;  an  earnest  and  thoughtful  child. 
Not  ])ale  and  thin  like  most  young  dreamers, 
but  stalwart  and  strong,  with  brave  blue  eyes 
and  chubby  red  cheeks.  How  could  it  well  be 
otherwise  when  he  spent  hours  each  day  playing 
in  the  gardens  of  LaCertosa,  fanned  by  the  warm 
wind  and  sunned  by  the  light  sky  of  Tuscany  ? 
There  were  flowers  to  be  weeded  and  watered 
(for  the  monks  had  procured  another  gardener, 
a  widower  with  a  little  daughter  named  Annun- 
ciata),  shVubbery  to  be  clipped  and  trimmed, 
doves  to  be  fed ;  and,  when  all  this  was  done,  pur- 
ple butterflies  to  chase,  and  golden  bees  to  list- 
en to — honey-making  bees,  whose  hives  were 
somewhere  near.  He  must  have  been  a  house- 
child  indeed  who  could  have  kept  indoors  while 
gardens  like  those  of  La  Ccrtosa  were  always 
open  to  him. 

But  we  can  not  always  live  in  gardens,  how- 
ever much  we  may  love  the  flowers,  nor  yet  in 
chapels  and  cloisters,  albeit  under  the  very  eyes 
of  the  saints  ;  there  is  other  business  in  life,  and 
other  lore  to  be  learned,  duties  to  be  performed, 
and  many  a  good  and  wise  book  to  be  read  and 
pondered  on. 

"It  is  about  time,"  said  the  abbot,  when  Hila- 
rio had  attained  his  fourth  birthday — "it  is 
about  time  that  our  little  brother  should  know 
how  to  read  his  Psalter." 

"I  have  long  thought  so,  my  lord,"  answer- 
ed Father  Michael,  one  of  the  gravest  of  the 
monks;  "and  was  about  to  propose  teaching 
the  boy  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue." 

*'Do  so,  my  brother,"  continued  the  abbot; 
and  calling  Hilario  to  him,  Father  Michael  be- 
gan his  first  lesson.  He  opened  an  illuminated 
copy  of  the  Gospels,  and  laying  it  on  his  knees 
pointed  out  the  different  letters.  It  was  no  easy 
task  to  engage  Ililario's  attention,  for  when  sum- 
moned by  the  abbot  he  was  in  the  act  of  catch- 
ing a  butterfly  ;  besides,  he  was  never  at  any 
time  overfond  of  Father  Michael. 


Failing  to  interest  the  child  with  the  alpha- 
bet, the  good  Father  turned  over  the  leaves  and 
showed  him  the  emblazoned  initials  and  the 
strips  of  illumination.  They  were  pretty  enough, 
with  their  manifold  colors,  crimson,  and  purple^ 
and  blue,  laced  and  barred  with  gold  and  silver 
inks ;  lattices  of  scroll-work,  sprigs  of  leaves,  gar- 
lands of  vines,  bunches  of  white  lilies,  and  flocks 
of  doves.  Hilario  was  pleased  with  the  pictures, 
and  he  tried  to  be  interested  in  the  letters,  but 
a  stray  sunbeam  distracted  him. 

"It  is  brighter  than  the  gold  ink  in  your 
book,"  said  he  to  Father  Michael,  "  and,  hark  I 
your  doves  don't  coo  like  those  in  the  garden." 

Father  Michael  knew  that  well  enough,  for 
he  had  a  fine  taste  fur  nature,  in  spite  of  his  as- 
ceticism ;  but  it  would  not  do  to  confess  it  to 
Hilario  just  at  that  time,  when  the  lad  was 
hunting  about  for  an  excuse  to  esca])e  his  pur- 
posed studies;  so  he  shaded  the  grating  of  the 
cell  till  it  kept  out  the  sunshine,  and  read  aloud 
the  best  of  the  Gospel  parables,  tracing  with 
his  finger  the  ])rinted  words  as  the  sjjoken  ones 
dropped  from  his  tongue;  he  then  translated  the 
Latin  into  Italian,  the  soft  dialect  of  Tuscany. 
He  read  the  Parable  of  the  Sower,  the  story  of 
the  Marriage  at  Cana,  and  how  the  Child  Jesus 
sat  in  the  temple  and  taught  the  Jewish  Eabbins. 
Hilario  listened  attentively,  standing  by  the  side 
of  the  grave  monk;  and  when  the  latter  ended 
his  reading  in  the  middle  of  the  Parable  of  the 
Unjust  Steward,  the  curiosity  of  the  child  was 
thoroughly  aroused.  He  waited  a  moment  for 
Father  Michael  to  finish  the  parable,  and  find- 
ing that  he  did  not,  but  on  the  contrary  shut  the 
book  and  fastened  its  clasps,  he  asked,  "What 
became  of  the  steward?" 

"That  our  little  brother  will  know  when  he 
learns  to  read." 

From  that  hour  there  was  no  further  trouble  in 
teaching  Hilario  his  alj)habet  and  the  rudiments 
of  Latin.  Sunbeams  in  the  grating,  doves  in  the 
garden,  tlie  flowers  which  Annunciata  threw  in 
the  cell — nothing  drew  the  young  student  from  his 
lessons  at  Father  jNIichael's  knee.  He  Avas  soon 
able  to  read  and  understand  the  Breviary,  which 
Father  Michael  used  at  matins  and  vespers,  and 
he  succeeded  in  making  the  good  monk  read  to 
him  the  remainder  of  the  Unjust  Steward.  It 
was  not  long  before  Father  Michael  had  two 
pupils  instead  of  one  ;  for  the  little  Annunciata, 
growing  tired  of  throwing  flowers  at  the  rapt  Hila- 
rio, ventured  into  the  cell  herself,  to  see  what 
kept  him  from  her  so  many  sunny  hours.  With 
Father  Michael's  permission  he  showed  her  the 
illumiiuUed  Gospel  ;  and  the  two  young  heads 
bent  over  it,  almost  touching  the  leaves  Avith 
their  eyes. 

To  reward  Hilario  for  his  diligence  Father 
jNIichael  gave  him  a  little  robe  of  white  serge 
with  a  hood  of  the  same  ;  a  cord  to  wear  around 
his  Avaist ;  sandals  for  his  feet ;  and  a  cross  and 
rosary  to  hang  by  his  side.  He  was  an  exact 
copy  of  the  brothers  of  La  Certosa ;  and  when 
they  first  saw  him  in  his  new  robe — it  was  at 
vespers — not  one  but  smiled  to  himself  and  re- 
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mcnibered  his  own  childhood.  To  tell  the  truth, 
the  hoy  was  a  gleam  of  sunshine  on  the  sombre 
walls  of  the  monastery.  He  touched  the  wither- 
ed hearts  of  the  old  monks,  and  made  them  liv- 
ing and  loving  men. 

About  this  time  the  family  of  the  Knight 
Niceolo,  the  hound  upon  whose  tomb  frightened 
Hilario  so  in  his  baby  years,  wishing  to  honor 
their  pious  relative,  dug  for  his  dust  a  subter- 
ranean chapel,  and  dedicated  it  to  his  memory. 
When  it  was  finished  there  came  an  architect 
from  Florence,  Messire  Andrea  Orcagna,  who 
erected  a  grand  monument  over  the  saintly  war- 
rior. Four  twisted  columns  supported  a  canopy 
under  which  lay  an  image  of  Niceolo  in  full  arm- 
or, his  sword  by  his  side,  and  his  hands  folded 
on  his  breast.  It  was  a  line  piece  of  workman- 
ship, and  the  monks  were  loud  in  its  praise.  To 
Hilario  it  was  a  miracle,  and  he  was  never  tired 
of  looking  at  it.  His  admiration  pleased  the 
good  architect,  who  begged  permission  one  day 
to  take  the  child  with  him  to  Florence. 

"The  boy  has  a  soul  for  art,"  said  he  to  the 
abbot;  "let  me  show  him  some  of  its  master- 
pieces." The  abbot  consented,  and  the  pair  set 
out  for  the  city — Messire  Andrea  in  his  silken 
cloak,  and  Brother  Hilario  in  his  robe  of  serge. 

Walking  side  by  side  in  pleasant  talk,  now  in 
the  shade  of  chestnuts  and  pines,  and  now  in 
the  sunny  spaces  between  them ;  up  hills  and 
down  dales  ;  past  convents,  churches,  and  villas  ; 
the  distance  between  La  Certosa  and  Florence 
rapidly  lessened,  and  our  travelers  soon  found 
themselves  at  the  city  gate.  Messire  Andrea 
would  fiiin  have  carried  Hilario,  for  it  was  a  gala 
day,  and  the  streets  were  somewhat  crowded  ; 
and  Hilario  the  child  was  quite  willing  to  be 
carried,  for  the  journey  had  wearied  him,  but 
Hilario  the  monk.  Brother  Hilario,  wouldn't  for 
a  moment  hear  of  it,  but  trudged  behind  the 
smiling  architect,  struggling  through  the  oppos- 
ing crowd  with  a  stout  heart  and  a  very  weak 
pair  of  legs. 

They  passed  the  Vecchio  Palace,  with  its  pro- 
jecting battlements  and  its  lofty  bell-tower  ;  the 
inifinished  Cathedral  of  Santa  jMaria  del  Fiore, 
and  Grotto's  Campanile,  and  finally  came  to  the 
Church  of  Santa  jNIaria  Novello.  The  morning 
service  was  over,  and  the  church  was  nearly  de- 
serted. The  priest  Avas  disrobing ;  the  censer- 
boys  had  already  departed ;  only  the  sacristan 
remained. 

"This  little  monk,"  said  the  architect,  point- 
ing to  Hilario,  "  comes  to  see  the  Golden  Virgin 
of  Cimabue.  He  won't  detain  you  long;  in  the 
mean  time  take  this  sequin,"  and  he  slipi)ed  one 
into  the  hand  of  the  sacristan. 

"  Bless  his  little  hood,"  rc])licd  the  sacristan  ; 
"  he  shall  stay  as  long  as  he  pleases.  Let  me 
show  his  reverence  the  way." 

On  the  walls  of  the  west  nave  they  found  the 
Golden  Virgin.  It  was  not,  as  you  may  suppose, 
a  golden  image,  but  a  jricture  on  a  gold  ground, 
the  work  of  the  illustrious  Cimabue.  It  was  the 
boast  of  Florence  in  those  days,  the  glory  ©f  all 
her  citizens,  and  old  chronicles  describe  the  en- 


thusiasm with  which  it  was  first  received  when 
fresh  from  the  easel  of  the  ins]jii-ed  master  ;  how 
it  was  borne  hone  from  his  studio  on  a  triumph- 
al car  drawn  by  milk-white  steeds,  preceded  bv 
chanting  monks  and  young  girls  strewing  flow- 
ers, and  followed  by  the  shouting  populace  ;  and 
how  Charles  of  Anjon,  then  on  his  way  to  Na- 
ples, crossed  himself  devoutly  as  it  passed  him, 
and  hung  a  diamond  chain  on  the  neck  of  the 
modest  painter. 

"  How  does  little  Hilario  like  the  picture  ?"  in- 
quired the  architect. 

"It  is  beautiful,  maestro  mio;  but  I  don't 
like  it  like  the  one  at  home.  In  that  the  Virgin 
loves  me,  and  the  Jesus  Child  smiles;  here  they 
say,  '■WorsJiip  ^is.''  I  like  that  angel  better;" 
and  he  pointed  to  a  tomb  on  which  was  sculp- 
tured an  angel  with  inverted  torch,  the  Greek 
Genius  of  Death. 

"Many  thanks.  Brother  Hilario,"  said  the 
flattered  sculptor;  "that  figure  is  mine.  You 
like  Greek  art,  I  see.  Let  me  carry  you  a  while, 
and  I  will  show  you  more  of  it.  Come,  jump  in 
my  arms."  The  offbr  was  too  tempting  to  be  re- 
sisted ;  monk  Hilario  pleaded,  but  child  Hilario 
triumphed  ;  for  he  took  the  hand  of  Messire  An- 
drea, and,  springing  into  his  arms,  nestled  on  his 
broad  breast,  and  was  borne  down  the  aisles  and 
into  the  street,  drowsed  with  fatigue.  He  must 
have  slept  while  in  the  arms  of  his  friend,  for 
when  he  came  to  himself  it  was  near  noon,  and 
in  a  different  part  of  the  city.  Instead  of  the 
dim  old  church  and  its  gorgeous  pictures,  he  saw 
a  beautiful  room  filled  with  marble  statues — fig- 
ures of  men  and  gods,  graceful  and  strong,  and 
pure  as  snow.  He  trod  on  a  marble  pavement 
of  divers  colors,  and  over  him  rose  a  vaulted 
dome  inlaid  with  mother-of-pearl. 

"Does  our  good  father  like  the  statues?"  in- 
quired the  architect  after  the  bov  had  gazed  his 
fill. 

"I  like  that  man  who  kneels  to  sharpen  his 
knife  ;*  he  is  a  grand  fellow,  his  eye  fairly  flashes. 
And  the  two  yonder  with  limbs  locked,  tugging 
and  straining  to  throw  each  other  down  ;t  won't 
they  fiiU  and  break?  But  that  queer  man  with 
shaggy  thighs  and  goat's  feet,t  I  would  love  him 
the  most  if  he  would  only  finish  his  dance. 
Look  !  he  snaps  his  fingers,  and  shakes  his  beard. 
Let  us  hide  behind  the  door,  and  he  will  begin 
again.     Dance,  faun,  dance!" 

They  went  from  room  to  room,  the  sculptor 
pointing  out  the  master-pieces  of  his  art,  and 
Hilario  prattling  about  them  in  his  odd,  childish 
way.  "We  have  been  indoors  long  enough," 
said  Messire  Andrea,  when  he  had  finished  sliow- 
ing  Hilario  the  treasures  of  the  chamber,  "  I 
will  take  you  to  the  garden  of  Florence,  and 
then  we  must  back  to  the  monastery,  for  I  jn-om- 
ised  Father  Michael  to  return  you  before  ves- 
pers." 

Opposite  the  court-yard,  at  the  back  of  what 
is  now  the  Fitti  Palace,  was  a  large  amphithea- 
tre, from  which  diverged  a  number  of  paths  that 
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ascended  the  hill  whereon  the  garden  stood. 
Hither  Messire  Andrea  led  Hilario,  and  climb- 
ing from  terrace  to  terrace  they  soon  arrived  at 
tlio  summit.  Down  long  and  winding  avenues, 
ai-chcd  over  with  leafy  laurels ;  through  groves 
of  acacia,  and  pine,  and  oak;  past  thickets  of 
bay,  and  among  beds  of  flowers  till  they  came 
to  Orange  Island,  Messire  Andrea  threw  him- 
self at  full  length  on  the  turf  and  gave  himself 
up  to  his  tlioughts,  and  Hilario  wandered  about 
at  his  ])leasnre,  chasing  the  almond  blossoms  as 
they  drifted  by  on  the  wind,  and  skimming  peb- 
bles over  the  surface  of  the  lake.  The  city  lay 
below  steeped  in  the  afternoon  sun,  a  cluster  of 
palaces  and  towers,  with  here  and  there  a  dome 
lifted  in  the  air.  Beyond  its  walls  on  the  north 
and  east  you  saw  the  wooded  Apennines ;  on  the 
south  the  valley  of  the  Arno,  studded  with  olive 
groves  and  green  with  summer ;  and  on  the  west 
the  Arno  itself,  glittering  like  fire.  Eeasting 
his  eye  with  these  delights,  and  lulled  by  the 
hum  of  the  city,  Messire  Andrea  slipi)ed  from 
dream  to  dream  till  the  declining  sun  warned 
liim  to  awake.  He  looked  for  Hilario,  and  not 
finding  him  any  where  about  ascended  an  ave- 
nue of  cypress,  which  led  from  the  margin  of  the 
lake  to  the  liighest  summit  of  the  garden.  The 
avenue  was  lined  with  statues  of  fauns  and  wood 
gods,  except  at  its  upper  end  where  the  circle  of 
the  terrace  commenced,  and  there  some  one  had 
placed  the  figure  of  a  little  monk.  He  stood  on 
a  pedestal  two  or  three  feet  in  height,  with  his 
back  to  Messire  Andrea.  There  was  a  similar 
pedestal  on  the  other  side  of  the  avenue,  but  it 
was  vacant.  "What  can  this  mean?"  thought 
the  sculptor ;  for  he  remembered  no  monk  there 
when  he  last  visited  the  place:  "I  must  see 
into  the  mystery."  It  was  no  mystery  at  all, 
but  only  brother  Hilario,  who  had  climbed  the 
pedestal  to  have  a  better  view  of  the  city.  He 
it  was  whom  the  sculptor  had  mistaken  for  a 
statue,  as  you  or  I  might  have  done  ourselves, 
so  motionless  was  the  dreaming  child,  and  so 
calm  and  white  the  folds  of  his  robe  and  hood. 
There  was  nothing  of  the  statue  though  in  his 
red  cheeks  and  blue  eyes  when  you  saw  them ; 
and  neither  you  nor  I  ever  saw  a  statue  jump 
from  its  pedestal  and  walk  down  a  cypress  ave- 
nue as  did  the  little  monk.  For  Hilario  was 
as  anxious  to  return  to  the  monastery  as  was 
Messire  Andrea  to  have  him  return  ;  so  off  they 
started  at  full  speed,  walking  in  the  yellow  sun- 
set, and  finally  entered  the  great  chapel  just  as 
vespers  began. 

The  next  day,  and  for  days  and  months  after- 
ward. Father  Michael  resumed  his  teaching  of 
Hilario,  exercising  the  boy  in  the  Latin  and 
Tuscan  tongues.  His  other  pupil,  the  little 
Annunciata,  studied  with  them,  but  more  be- 
cause she  was  lonesome  without  Hilario  than 
because  she  loved  Father  Michael's  Gospels.  The 
Gospel  of  woman  (and  what  save  a  budding  wo- 
"man  is  a  little  damsel  of  eight,  the  age  of  An- 
nunciata!) is  her  heart,  and  from  the  beginning 
she  reads  it  intuitively.  While  Ave,  poor  dull- 
ards, arc  fretting  over  our  horn-books,  master- 


ing their  contents  line  by  line,  she  unclasps  the 
Gospel  of  Love  and  is  soon  deep  in  its  glowing 
pages ! 

Hilario  and  Annunciata !  Were  I  a  painter 
I  would  select  these  children  for  a  theme,  and 
paint  them  in  a  picture  as  I  see  them  in  my 
fiincy,  reading  together  in  the  old  monk's  cell. 
They  sit  on  a  little  bench  at  Father  INlichael's 
feet,  the  light  of  the  grated  casement  slanting 
on  their  faces,  the  illuminated  Gospel  open  on 
their  knees.  The  Avind  ])lays  Avitli  the  book, 
mistaking  its  vignettes  for  flowers,  and  the  hair 
of  the  children  for  sunshine!  A  hand  of  each 
secures  the  rebellious  leaves,  and  noAV  and  then 
brushes  back  the  clusteringcurls.  Father  Michael 
turns  his  head,  the  hands  meet  and  press  each 
other,  and  from  behind  the  curls  Avhat  glances! 
They  are  studying  the  Gospel,  old  man  !  They 
have  found  the  text  which  says,  "Little  children, 
love  one  another." 

Yes,  Hilario  and  Annunciata  loved — loved  in 
that  old  monastery,  in  the  midst  of  those  gray 
priests.  It  Avas  as  strange  as  the  groAvth  of 
flowers  down  in  deep  dark  mines,  or  up  in  the 
intense  cold  of  mountain  peaks.  But  so  it  Avas. 
And  if  any  body  Avas  to  blame  in  the  matter,  it 
Avas  Father  ^Michael  and  the  old  romancers.  For 
you  must  know  that  Avhen  Hilario  had  gone 
through  the  EA-angclists,  and  Avas  beginning  to 
read  the  Fathers,  the  old  priest  showed  him  his 
library  of  MSS.,  and  let  him  read  them  at  his 
leisure  in  the  cell  or  the  garden,  or  AvhercA'cr  else 
he  pleased. 

I  am  afraid  the  Fathers  fixred  badly  for  a  time, 
the  children  Avere  so  Avrapt  in  the  chroniclers. 
Their  favorite  haunt  Avas  the  garden.  At  the 
end  of  its  chief  Avalk  there  Avas  a  little  boAA'cr 
Avhich  Annunciata  had  begged  from  her  father. 
Four  almond-trees  Avere  its  pillars,  and  a  lattice- 
Avork  of  vines  inclosed  them.  The  day  stole  in 
from  above  tinged  with  bloom,  and  from  the 
sides  greenly,  as  if  through  curtains  of  cm.erald. 
The  floor  Avas  a  plat  of  grass,  in  the  centre  of 
Avhich  stood  a  rustic  seat  of  Avoven  tAvigs.  It 
was  just  the  place  to  read  romances  in  ;  so  green, 
and  fresh,  and  still.  You  heard,  no  noise,  saA-e 
the  Avind  in  the  leaves,  or  the  murmur  of  some 
adA'cnturous  bee  ;  and  saAv  nothing  alien  to  your 
thought — almond  boughs  OA'crhead,  bunches  of 
grapes  on  each  side,  and  in  front,  doAvn  the  gar- 
den-Avalk,  flowers  and  butterflies. 

As  soon  as  their  lesson  Avas  over  Hilario  and 
Annunciata  tripped  from  Father  Michael's  cell, 
the  former  Avith  a  roll  of  MSS.  nnder  his  arm, 
the  latter  with  a  frame  of  broidery,  and  hid  aAvay 
in  the  bower.  Had  you  been  near  at  such  times 
you  Avould  have  heard  them  reading  Avith  Avhis- 
pery  voices,  not  much  louder  than  the  bees  (Avho 
are  reading  too,  for  aught  I  knoAv,  Avhen  Ave 
think  they  are  only  humming)  or  the  Avind  in 
the  leaves.  Peeping  in  the  bower,  you  Avould 
have  seen  them  side  by  side  on  the  rustic  seat, 
Hilario  Avith  his  hood  throAvn  back,  and  his 
sandaled  feet  on  the  grass,  and  Annunciata 
bending  over  her  broidery,  drinking  every  Avord 
as  it  fell  from  his  lips.     Or  you  might  haA^e 
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seen  Annunciata  reading  while  Hilario  held  her 
broidery.  They  read  the  best  of  the  old  ro- 
mances— King  Robert  of  Sicily,  Gawain  and 
Gologlass,  The  Squire  of  Low  Degree,  and 
Launcelot  of  the  Lake.  These  were  in  Latin  ; 
in  Tuscan  tiiey  had  the  history  of  the  Trojan 
War,  by  Guido  of  Colonna,  and  that  medley  of 
things  sacred  and  profane,  The  Gesta  Romano- 
^rum. 

They  were  ripe  for  the  seed  of  romantic  love, 
and  it  blossomed  at  once  in  their  hearts  and 
brains,  imparting  an  air  of  courtliness  to  their 
manners,  and  a  sweet  extravagance  to  their 
dreams.  Hilario  imagined  himself  a  king  or 
knight,  according  to  the  romance  he  was  read- 
ing, and  Annunciata  was  a  queen  or  damsel  in 
distress.  He  spurred  his  steed  against  Paynim 
foes,  and  she  waved  her  scarf  from  gloomy  bat- 
tlements. Or  they  walked  side  by  side  in  en- 
chanted vales  under  a  rainbow  moon.  Their 
hands  met,  and  were  locked  together,  like  the 
tendrils  of  the  vines  around  them,  and  the  al- 
mond blossoms  dropped  on  their  hair.  And 
when  they  read  the  mournful  story  of  Francesca 
of  Rimini  (for  Father  ^Michael  had  a  copy  of  the 
Divina  Commedia  in  Dante's  own  handwriting), 
their  tears  dropped  faster  than  the  blossoms, 
blotting  the  precious  parchment.  That  day  they 
read  no  more. 

But  during  all  this  while,  the  days  of  romance- 
reading  and  the  months  and  years  of  Father 
Michael's  teaching,  Hilario  never  forgot  that  lie 
was  a  monk  or  neglected  his  duty  in  the  chapel. 
It  was  his  duty  to  wait  on  the  abbot  at  mass ; 
he  helped  him  change  his  vestments,  swing  the 
smoking  censer,  and  rang  the  bell  at  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  Host.  Picture  to  yourself  the  dim 
old  chapel  and  its  massive  pillars ;  the  proces- 
sion of  hooded  monks  in  the  aisles ;  the  lighted 
tapers  and  the  glittering  altar ;  and  in  the  stain- 
ed window  behind  them  the  Holy  Mother  and 
Child !  The  gray-headed  abbot  chants  tlie  pray- 
ers, the  brethren  beat  their  breasts,  the  voices  of 
the  choir  tremble,  and  the  organ  oppresses  the 
air  with  its  thunder.  The  gloom  deepens  and 
weighs  upon  the  soul.  But  see  in  front  of  the 
altar  a  little  dreamer  in  white!  His  hands  are 
clasped  prayerfully  over  his  breast,  and  the  dy- 
ing sunset,  smiling  through  the  Jesus  Child,  im- 
parts a  halo  to  his  hair!  Nor  only  Hilario  but 
Annunciata  likewise,  standing  behind  her  father, 
the  tanned  old  gardener.  She  counts  her  beads 
demurely,  but  her  eyes  are  fixed  on  Hilario. 
He  seems  not  to  see  her,  but  gazes  steadfastly 
on  the  Jesus  Child,  and  sees  her  all  the  more ! 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  fiiUing  in  love  with 
Annunciata  it  never  came  home  to  Hilario  that 
he  was  a  monk.  To  be  sure  every  body  called 
him  the  little  monk,  and  he  wore  his  monk's 
robe  and  hood  daily ;  but  he  ceased  to  remem- 
ber, or  never  perhaps  knew,  the  obligation  im- 
posed upon  him.  Living  in  a  monastery  may 
be  a  very  good  preparation  for  heaven,  but  it 
keeps  one  from  knowing  a  great  many  things  on 
earth.  In  his  journey  to  Florence  with  Messire 
Andrea,  and  the  walks  to  which   it  gave  rise 


among  tlie  neighboring  villages,  Hilario  saw 
noble  lords  and  ladies  walking  in  splendid  gar- 
dens, and  in  drooping  vineyards  laughing  lads 
and  lasses.  Hands  met  hands,  eyes  answered 
eyes,  and  Youth  and  Beauty  went  up  and  down 
the  Avorld  together.  It  was  not  so  in  the  mon- 
astery ;  except  himself  and  Annunciata  no  one 
there  loved,  unless  in  secret,  and  parted  from  his 
dear  one.  The  gray-headed  abbot,  austere  and 
cold,  Father  Michael  the  studious  book-worm. 
Father  Geronymo  and  the  rest  of  the  brethren, 
it  could  not  be  that  they  had  known  tlie  weak- 
ness of  human  passion.  "No,"  said  Hilario, 
"  I  am  the  only  lover  here."  But  could  he  have 
read  the  hearts  and  memories  of  the  monks  he 
might  have  thought  otherwise. 

A  paragraph  or  so  back  I  mentioned  Annun- 
ciata's  father,  the  tanned  old  gardener.  It  was 
to  liim  that  Hilario  went,  like  Sir  Degorc  to  the 
Soldan,  and  confided  the  secret  of  his  love.  It 
amused  the  old  man  vastly ;  but  he  preserved  a 
grave  face,  and  afiected  to  feel  honored  by  the 
proposed  alliance. 

"There  is  but  one  objection,  Hilario;  you 
are  a  monk,  and  monks  can  not  marry." 

"If  monks  are  not  allowed  to  marry,  tlien  I 
will  be  one  no  longer.  But  can  not  I  be  ab- 
solved?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  gardener,  "if  the  Pope  will 
grant  you  a  disi)ensation ;  and  I  dare  say  he 
will.     You  have  only  to  go  to  Rome." 

"To  Rome  be  it,  then,"  said  Hilario,  as  he 
walked  away. 

"When  the  sky  falls  we  shall  have  larks," 
laughed  the  gardener,  and  went  on  plucking  his 
weeds. 

This  was  in  the  afternoon  of  a  bright  day  in 
May,  13G0,  and  shortly  after  Hilario  had  at- 
tained his  twelfth  birthday.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  rose  at  dawn  and  set  out  for  Rome,  tell- 
ing no  one  of  his  intention,  not  even  Annunci- 
ata. The  abbot  missed  the  boy  at  matins,  and 
supposing  him  in  the  garden  sent  thither  for 
him.  He  was  not  found,  so  the  service  pro- 
ceeded without  him.  His  chair  was  vacant  at 
breakfast  in  the  refectory ;  nor  did  he  make  his 
appearance  in  Father's  cell  at  the  hour  of  reci- 
tation. Annunciata  came  and  attempted  to  say 
her  lesson ;  but  missin.g  the  company,  and,  it 
may  be,  the  prompting  of  Hilario,  she  made  but 
sorry  work  of  it.  Father  Michael  dismissed  lier 
before  she  was  half  through,  and  they  separated 
for  the  day,  the  monk  to  wonder  afresh  what  had 
hai)pened  to  the  boy,  and  the  damsel  to  wander 
forlornly  in  the  garden. 

Here  for  a  time  we  must  leave  her  and  fol- 
low the  fortunes  of  Hilario.  Starting  from  the 
monastery  at  daybreak,  he  struck  at  once  into  an 
unfrequented  path,  which  ran  in  the  sanie  direc- 
tion as  the  public  highway,  and  was  soon  a  league 
on  his  journey  to  Rome.  The  dew  was  so  bright 
under  his  feet  and  the  sky  so  blue  over  his  head 
that  he  fairly  sang  for  joy,  forgetting  the  dis- 
tance he  had  to  travel,  and  almost  forgetting 
Annunciata,  for  whose  sake  he  was  traveling. 
But  that  and  nujre  was  to  be  forgiven  in  a  child 
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like  him,  so  delightful  were  the  landscapes  by 
which  lie  was  surrounded. 

The  Valley  of  the  Arno  is  the  most  beautiful 
spot  in  all  Italy,  a  region  of  divine  slopes  and 
hollow  vales,  studded  with  graves  and  vineyards, 
a  very  dreamland  of  form  and  color.  It  has  no 
equal  in  the  New  World.  Through  its  groves 
and  vineyards,  across  its  vales,  and  up  its  slopes 
went  Hilario,  shouting  aloud,  now  chasing  a 
hare  or  bird,  and  now  stopping  to  pluck  a  hand- 
ful of  grapes.  He  walked  on  till  near  noon, 
when  he  came  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  across 
which  his  pathway  wend;  beyond  that  point 
the  monastery  would  be  lost  to  him.  He  as- 
cended the  mountain  a  short  distance  to  obtain 
a  better  view  of  what  he  had  left,  and  spying  a 
stone  cross  which  some  pious  soul  had  erected, 
he  knelt  before  it  and  counted  his  beads,  pray- 
ing for  himself  and  Annunciata,  wondering  the 
while  whether  she  missed  him  much,  and  what 
she  was  at  that  moment  doing.  While  he  was 
musing  the  bells  of  La  Certosa  rang  for  noon; 
and  so  sweet  were  their  chimes,  floating  from 
vale  to  vale,  and  mellowed  by  distance,  that  he 
half  wished  himself  back.  But  when  he  re- 
membered Ills  love  fur  Annunciata  he  took  heart 
again,  and  set  his  face  for  Rome,  trudging  man- 
fully around  the  mountain,  framing  in  his  mind 
what  he  intended  to  say  to  the  Pope.  "Holy 
Father,"  thought  he,  and  here  his  fancy  stopped. 

In  the  afternoon  he  crossed  the  Arno,  and 
before  evening  reached  the  village  of  Cucina, 
where  he  sle])t  for  the  night.  His  food  through 
the  day,  and  for  many  days  afterward,  was 
grapes,  vineyards  of  which  grew  all  along  his 
route,  and  his  drink  water,  or  the  light  wines 
of  Tuscany.  He  had  nothing  to  fear  from  want 
in  a  country  like  Italy ;  and  as  for  shelter,  was 
he  not  a  monk?  And  what  peasant  but  felt 
himself  honored  when  a  monk  stopped  at  his 
cottage  ?  It  was  beautiful  to  see  the  tenderness 
with  which  he  was  regarded  by  the  simple  folk 
of  Tuscany.  Those  whom  he  passed  in  the 
fields  crossed  themselves  and  said  an  Ave ;  on 
the  road  he  was  stopped  and  his  blessing  asked ; 
and  when  he  drew  near  a  cottage  its  inmates 
came  to  the  door  and  invited  him  in. 

There  was  a  strange  mingling  Cf  the  monk 
and  tlie  child  in  his  words  and  actions,  and  it 
captivated  the  hearts  of  all  who  saw  him,  es- 
pecially mothers  with  children  of  his  own  age. 
They  saw  at  once  his  orphaned  condition,  and 
loved  and  pitied  him  as  only  women  can  love 
and  pity  the  children  of  the  dead.  Some  gave 
him  fruit  and  bowls  of  cream,  while  others  threw 
back  his  liood  and  kissed  his  brow  and  cheeks. 
But  those  who  had  children  dead,  pale  mothers 
of  unseen  angels,  it  was  they  who  loved  him 
most,  parted  his  curls  oftenest,  and  looked  the 
deepest  into  his  soft  blue  eyes.  To  their  hearts 
his  '-Peace  be  with  you  !"  was  as  a  message  from 
God. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  the  valley 
of  the  Arno  broadened  into  a  plain,  across  which 
Hilario  trudged,  breaking  for  himself  a  path  in 
the  untrampled  grass.     The  morning  wind  roll- 


ed the  waves  of  verdure  around  his  feet,  and 
went  swee])ing  away  beyond  him,  ruffling  the 
long  billows  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  where 
they  poured  down  some  vale  on  the  east,  or 
broke  against  the  base  of  the  Apennines.  From 
the  hour  of  his  leaving  Florence  till  he  reached 
the  Eternal  City — a  ten  days' journey — the  Aj;- 
ennines  were  always  in  sight,  stretching  along 
his  path  like  the  wall  of  the  world.  In  some 
])laces  they  seemed  to  huddle  together,  peak  be- 
hind peak ;  at  others  leagues  intervened  be- 
tween, vistas  of  valley  and  plain  opening  on 
soft  skies  and  snowy  clouds.  It  was  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  clouds  above  the  mountains 
from  the  snow  on  their  summits,  so  dazzlingly 
white  were  both  in  the  clear  Italian  light.  The 
mountains  were  clothed  with  forests  of  pine, 
oak,  and  chestnut,  old  and  trackless,  and  frown- 
ed grandly  through  the  haze  of  distance.  ' '  Holy 
Father,"  said  Hilario,  pursuing  his  yesterday's 
speech,  "you  see  a  little  monk;"  and  here  he 
ceased,  for  his  fancy  wandered  off  and  was  lost 
in  the  mountains. 

From  fertile  plains  to  sandy  hills,  brown  and 
barren,  worn  by  old  floods  in  a  thousand  shapes ; 
down  desolate  gullies  and  ravines  ;  along  the 
source  of  the  Tiber,  a  mere  thread;  through 
Arezzo,  Camuscia,  and  Cortona;  past  the  haunt- 
ed lake  Thrasymene,  the  olive-hedged  road  of 
Passignano,  the  fields  and  orchards  of  Clitum- 
nus,  the  Roman  gate  of  Spoleto,  the  leafy  de- 
files of  Mount  Somma,  the  ruins  of  Otricoli,  the 
dreary  waste  of  the  Campagna ;  in  the  morning 
light,  the  blaze  of  noon,  the  sober  golden  eve ; 
under  the  white  moon  and  stars ;  day  by  day 
and  league  by  league,  plodded  Hilario  on  his 
pilgrimage  to  Rome,  as  lone  and  lovely  in  the 
changing  landscapes  through  which  he  passed 
as  a  southward-flying  bird.  Occasionally  some 
peasant  gave  him  a  lift  in  his  cart,  and  once  a 
mounted  horseman  seated  the  boy  on  his  saddle, 
and  they  rode  together  seven  or  eight  leagues, 
chatting  pleasantly. 

The  ninth  morning  of  his  journey  saw  Hilario 
beyond  Civita  Castellana,  on  the  road  to  Nepi. 
He  passed  the  Roman  Aqueduct,  old  in  the  days 
of  the  Caesars,  which  supi^lied  the  latter  city 
with  water,  and  lingered,  as  many  a  traveler 
has  ^ne  since,  to  watch  the  river  that  flows 
through  its  arches,  and  falls  through  clouds  of 
spray  in  the  rocky  ravine. 

Then  came  the  Campagna,  a  boundless  grassy 
waste,  moving  to  and  fro  like  the  surface  of  the 
sea;  not  in  waves  or  billows,  but  with  a  slow 
and  level  motion,  monotonous  and  wearisome. 
It  was  watered  by  rivulets  and  streams  ;  lighted 
by  miniature  lakes,  paven  with  the  marble  sky 
or  matted  weeds ;  and  sown  with  wild-flowers, 
the  chiefest  of  which  were  poppies  : 

"And  far  and  wide,  in  a  scarlet  tide. 
The  poppy's  bonfire  spread." 

Brushing  flowers  at  every  step,  and  frightening 
the  shy  lizards  from  their  hiding-places  in  the 
hedges,  on  and  on  plodded  Hilario,  till  he  reach- 
ed Baccano,  and  came  in  sight  of  Rome.  He 
passed  groups  of  shepherds  clad  in  sheep-skin 
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cloaks,  and  followed  by  dinjjcy  white  dogs,  or 
inoiintod  horsemen  armed  with  lon^  lances  in 
])ursuit  of  bulValoes;  and  now  and  then  he  was 
overtaken  by  ])easants  driving;  carts  laden  Mitli 
wine-casks,  or  heavy  .wains  drawn  by  majestic 
oxen.  Others  were  on  foot,  jaunty-looking  fel- 
lows with  stccj)le-crowned  hats  bound  with  rib- 
bons, scarlet  vests  embroidered  with  Rold,  silver 
buckles  at  their  knees,  and  around  their  waists 
fringed  scarfs  of  some  gay  color ;  and  peasant- 
girls  in  bodices  and  short  skirts,  witii  Iicad- 
dresses  of  white  linen,  and  silver  arrows  in  their 
hair. 

Beyond  Baccano  he  saw  Rome  in  the  distance, 
looming  over  the  waste  of  the  Campagna,  a  mass 
of  domes  and  towers,  drawn  darkly  against  the 
liorizon.  "Now,"  thought  he,  "I  shall  see  the 
roi>c,  and  he  will  absolve  me  from  my  vow. 
'  Holy  Father,  you  see  a  little  monk,  who  loves 
a  little  damsel' " — but  his  fancy  outran  him,  and 
reveled  in  Rome. 

A  league  farther  and  the  city  grew  more  dis- 
tinct; he  saw  its  seven  hills  crowned  with  pal- 
aces and  clmrches,  the  belfries  topping  its  con- 
vents, and  finally  the  obelisk  inside  the  Gate  of 
the  reo])le. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  he  entered 
the  city,  too  late'  for  him  to  see  the  Pope  that 
day,  so  he  shook  tlie  dust  from  his  sandals,  and 
sat  down  and  rested  a  while  in  the  shadow  of 
the  obelisk.  Worn  out  by  his  ten  days'  jour- 
ney, and  lulled  by  the  sleepy  dash  of  the  fount- 
ains, his  head  drooped  on  his  bosom,  his  hand 
unclasped  from  his  staif,  and  he  was  soon  fast 
asleep,  and  dreaming  of  Annunciata.  It  seem- 
ed to  him  that  they  were  sitting  together  in  the 
garden  of  La  Certosa,  not  as  of  old,  a  little  monk 
and  damsel  reading  stately  romances,  but  she  a 
blushing  lady  with  orange-flowers  in  her  hair, 
and  he  a  dainty  cavalier,  with  sword  and  cloak 
and  i)lume.  Then  they  knelt  in  the  chai)^,  as 
was  their  custom  at  vespers,  not  apart,  as  of  old, 
but  side  by  side,  m  front  of  the  altar,  at  the  feet 
of  the  abbot.  The  abbot  chanted  the  service, 
the  choir  sang  an  anthem,  and  the  organ  thun- 
dered and  tliundered.  Annunciata  passed  from 
liis  sight,  he  knew  not  how,  the  abbot  disap- 
l)cared  in  the  sacristy,  and  the  whole  chapel 
seemed  to  undergo  a  change ;  only  the  music 
remained,  a  storm  of  sound — the  music  and  Fa- 
ther Michael.  But  no,  it  was  not  Father  Mi- 
chael either ;  for,  opening  his  eyes  drowsily, 
Ililario  found  himself  in  the  arms  of  a  strange 
monk  ;  not  where  he  sat  down  to  rest,  in  the 
shadow  of  tlie  obelisk,  Init  in  a  lighted  chapel 
where  ves])ers  were  being  celebrated ;  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  Costanza,  whither  the  monk  had 
borne  him,  dead  aslec]).  He  woke  up  as  far  as 
lie  was  able  till  ves])ers  were  done,  and  finished 
his  night's  rest  in  the  cell  allotted  him. 

The  next  morning  he  was  awakened  by  tlie 
ringing  of  tlic  bells  that  ushered  in  Ascension 
Day.  Donning  again  his  monk's  robe,  he  fol- 
low(!d  tlu;  brcthrc-n  of  St.  Costanza  to  the  Church 
of  St.  .Jolin  Lateran  ;  saw  the  Poj)e  olliciating 
in  tlie  high  mass,  and  then  stole  softly  out,  and 


awaited  his  coming.  It  was  impossible  to  get 
near,  much  less  to  speak  to.  His  Holiness  on  his 
way  to  the  pa])al  jialace.  What  with  the  bands 
of  horsemen  and  pikcmen,  the  long  procession 
of  monks  and  friars,  the  citizens  that  kept  pour- 
ing in  from  every  street,  and  the  crowds  of  pil- 
grims like  himself,  Ililario  was  nearh'  trampled 
to  death.  One  moment  he  caught  a  glimpse  of 
the  canopied  chair  of  the  Pope,  the  next  he  was 
swept  back  by  the  surging  sea ;  the  red  caps  of 
the  cardinals  mingled  with  the  gray  robes  of  the 
friars,  and  then  his  hood  was  pushed  over  his 
eyes.  Luckily  for  him  there  was  a  pui)pet-show 
near,  and  when  the  multitude  were  done  with 
the  Po])e,  as  most  of  them  were  by  the  time  he 
reached  the  palace,  they  ran  off  to  see  the  pup- 
])ets,  leaving  the  road  tolerably  safe  for  little 
folks  like  liilario.  He  pushed  his  way  tlirough 
the  stragglers  that  remained,  and  climbed  the 
steps  of  the  papal  palace,  eager  and  yet  afraid ; 
his  heart  beat  wildly,  the  blood  flushed  up  in  his 
cheeks,  and  he  trembled  in  every  limb.  At  the 
second  staircase  he  was  stopped  by  one  of  the 
Po])e's  guard,  a  handsome  knave  in  slashed 
doublet  and  hose. 

"Halt,  my  little  master!" 

"  Stand  aside,  fellow!"  said  Hilario,  stoutly; 
"I  have  business  with  His  Holiness." 

"Indeed,  your  reverence,"  said  the  soldier; 
"  then  I  will  let  you  })ass  ;  but  I  must  see  my 
captain  first.  Will  you  take  my  battle-axe,  and 
keep  guard  in  my  absence,  or  will  you  go  and 
find  monseigneur  yourself?" 

"  I  will  keep  guard,"  replied  Hilario,  and  took 
the  battle-axe,  which  the  soldier  placed  in  his 
hands.  It  was  as  much  as  he  could  do  to  hold 
it,  the  head  was  so  heavy;  but  he  managed  to 
keep  it  upright  till  the  soldier  returned  with  his 
captain. 

"I  have  come  all  the  wa}^  on  foot  from  Flor- 
ence," said  Hilario  to  the  captain,  "  to  obtain  a 
dispensation  from  the  Pope,  and  I  hope  you  will 
admit  me  to  him.  Pray,  Sir,  do,  and  Annun- 
ciata will  thank  you." 

"Oh  ho!"  smiled  the  captain,  "there  is  a 
lady  then  in  the  case.  Come  with  me.  Father 
Francis — I  think  you  said  Francis  ? — and  I  will 
see  what  can  be  done.  I  am  the  slave  of  the 
ladies." 

Up  the  passage  they  strode,  the  sandals  of 
Hilario  pattering  on  the  pavement  to  the  jin- 
gling of  the  captain's  rapier.  Reaching  the  door 
of  the  Poi)c's  chamber,  the  ca])taiii  tajipcd  tlirice 
thereon.  "  Come  in,"  answered  a  voice  beyond. 
The  door  opened,  the  soldier  bowed  and  retreat- 
ed, and  Hilario  found  himself  in  the  presence  of 
Innocent  the  Sixth.  He  sat  at  a  large  table, 
covered  with  books  and  ])apers,  in  full  canon- 
icals, just  as  he  came  from  mass,  his  mitre  by 
his  side,  and  a  lialf-o])ened  letter  in  his  hand. 
His  hair  was  thin  and  white,  and  ho  looked  anx.. 
ious  and  care-worn.  The  troublous  times  in 
which  he  lived  weighed  upon  his  heart  and  oc- 
cupied all  his  thoughts.  He  started  wlion  Hi- 
lario entered,  like  one  who  fears  treachery  every 
where;  but  when  he  saw  that  his  visitor  was  a 
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mere  child  he  reassured  bimself,  and  smiled, 
partly  at  his  timid  fancies,  and  partly  to  cheer 
Hilario. 

*'  Come  hither,  my  son,  and  tell  me  who  you 
are,  and  what  you  want." 

**  Holy  Father,"  said  Hilario,  "  you  see  a  lit- 
tle monk  who  loves  a  damsel  named  Annun- 
ciata.  We  live  in  the  monastery  of  La  Certosa. 
I  love  Annunciata,  and  Annunciata  loves  me. 
The  gardener  says  a  monk  can  not  marry.  Now 
I  am  a  monk,  and  I  want  to  marry  Annunciata. 
And  I  beseech  you.  Holy  Father,  to  absolve  me. 
I  have  walked  all  the  way  to  Rome  to  see  your 
Highness." 

''Poor  child  !"  thought  tliePopc,  sadly,  "and 
you,  too,  protest  against  tlie  creed  that  crushes 
the  heart  of  its  priests."  Then  aloud:  "So  you 
love  the  little  Annunciata  ?" 

"Dearly,  your  Grace." 

"I  will  absolve  you,  then,  on  one  condition — 
that  you  tell  me  all  about  it.  Come,  begin,  and 
I  will  write  the  dispensation.  You  have  a  fa- 
ther?" 

"I  know  none,  except  Father  Michael." 

"A  mother?" 

"With  the  angels." 

And  thus  they  went  on,  the  Pope  asking  ques- 
tions and  the  child  answering  them,  till  he  had 
unfolded  the  few  incidents  of  his  uneventful  life. 
It  was  a  plain  tale,  simply  told  ;  but  it  charmed 
tliat  worn  and  wearied  man,  so  seldom  did  he 
come  in  contact  with  a  fresh,  unworldly  nature. 
For  all  his  having  lived  years  in  La  Certosa, 
and  worn  the  garb  of  its  brethren,  Hilario  was 
no  monk,  and  stood  in  no  need  of  being  absolved 
on  account  of  his  love  for  Annunciata.  But 
who  could  have  told  him  so,  after  such  a  brave 
pilgrimage  to  Eome  ?  Not  Innocent  the  Sixth ; 
for  he  humored  the  boy's  mistake  by  writing 
him  a  free  dispensation.     And  thus  it  ran : 

"  We,  Innocent  the  Sixth,  suc- 
cessor of  St.  Peter,  and  Pope  of 
the  Church  of  Rome:  By  virtue  of 
_t  the  power  vested  in  us  as  Head  of 
the  Faith  and  Vicar  of  God  on 
Earth :  We  hereby  permit  our 
beloved  Brother  Hilario  to  love 
the  damsel  Anminciata,  daughter 
of  the  gardener  of  La  Certosa, 
and  to  ived  her  when  he  grows  up 
to  manhood. 

^^  And  may  God  bless  them  both,  now  and 
evermore. 

"  Given  at  our  Palace  in  Rome,  and  sealed 
with  the  Fisher's  Ring,  Ascension  Day,  13G0." 

"And  now,"  said  the  Pope  to  Hilario,  after 
sealing  the  precious  missive,  "receive  an  old 
man's  blessing."  Tlie  absolved  monk  knelt  at 
the  feet  of  his  spiritual  Father,  who  laid  his  con- 
secrated hand  upon  him,  and  breathed  a  solemn 
prayer — In  nomine  Bens,  et  Filius.  He  then 
summoned  one  of  his  Cardinals,  to  whom  he 
whispered  a  few  words,  apparently  concerning 
Hilario,  and  made  his  exit  by  a  private  staircase, 
leaving  the  bov  delighted  and  amazed 
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Ten  days  afterward  the  brethren  of  La  Certosa 
were  taking  their  evening  meal  in  the  refectory. 
It  was  Pentecost,  and  vespers  were  over.  The 
air  was  dusk,  although  the  tapers  were  not  yet 
lighted.  The  abbot  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table, 
with  Messire  Andrea  Orcagna  on  his  right  hand, 
and  Father  Michael  on  his  left :  the  monks  sat 
below — a  line  of  glimmering  forms,  ending  with 
the  old  gardener  on  one  side  and  Annunciata  on 
the  other. 

"  Any  news  of  Hilario  yet  ?"  inquired  Messire 
Andrea. 

"  None,"  said  the  Abbot. 

"Alas!  none,"  sighed  Father  Michael. 

"I  fear  he  will  never  return,"  the  sculptor 
added. 

"  He  lias  returned!"  answered  a  strange  but 
well-known  voice.  The  lights  at  that  moment 
appeared,  and,  sure  enough,  there  was  Hilario, 
standing  at  Father  Michael's  elbow,  his  dis- 
pensation in  his  hand  ;  not  as  when  he  left  the 
monastery,  a  little  monk  in  robe  and  hood,  but 
a  dainty  cavalier  in  sword  and  cloak  and  plume ! 
Yes,  it  was  Seignor  Hilario,  whom  the  Pope 
had  sent  back  by  a  courier.  And  right  glad 
was  the  seignor  to  get  back  to  his  old  friends 
the  monks  and  his  dear  mistress  Annunciata. 
And  right  glad  were  they  to  have  him  back,  es- 
pecially the  little  lady,  although  I  doubt  whether 
she  told  him  so  at  first. 

What  finally  became  of  Hilario — whether  he 
grew  up  to  manhood  and  wedded  Annunciata, 
or  whether  they  quarreled  and  parted,  as  the 
truest  of  lovers  sometimes  will,  is  a  matter  of 
dispute  among  the  chroniclers.  My  own  opin- 
ion is  that  they  were  wedded,  and  that  Hilario 
became  a  sculptor  with  Messire  Andrea.  For 
when  I  was  last  in  Florence — it  is  now  five  years 
ago — sauntering  in  the  Pitti  Garden,  at  the  end 
of  the  cypress  avenue  I  saw  on  a  pedestal  the 
figure  of  a  monk,  a  little  monk  like  Hilario ; 
and  opposite  it  was  another,  a  damsel  with  orange 
flowers  in  her  hair.  To  be  sure  they  may  have 
been  carved  by  Messire  Andrea,  or  some  other 
sculptor  of  that  period ;  but  I  choose  to  think 
them  the  first  work  of  the  Little  IMonk. 
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DEATH  AND  LOVE. 

CRIED  to  Life,  "All  earthly  things  above. 
Let  me  behold  the  radiant  brow  of  Love!" 


The  fierce  desire  stirred  all  my  passionate  heart : 
"Love!  let  me  look  on  Love  ere  I  depart!" 

The  waters  rounding  to  the  rounded  shore, 
One  melancholy  voice  of  warning  bore : 

The  one  cloud  golden  in  the  sunset  swept 

Into  the  gloom — a  wraith  that  warned  and  wept : 

Through  the  dumb  woods  of  June  a  shudder  went, 
As  the  crisp  leaves  to  lips  prophetic  bent. 

And  Life  in  sorrow  raised  the  perilous  fold, 
"Importunate  as  Psyche's  self — Behold!" 

Longing  to  horror  yielded  in  a  breath, 

I  who  had  looked  on  Love  had  looked  on  Death ! 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE    BIRD    OF   PREY  BROUGHT   DOWN. 

COLD  on  the  shore,  in  the  raw  cold  of  that 
leaden  crisis  in  the  foiir-and-twenty  hours 
when  the  vital  force  of  all  the  noblest  and  pret- 
tiest things  that  live  is  at  its  lowest,  the  three 
watchers  looked  each  at  the  blank  faces  of  the 
other  two,  and  all  at  the  blank  face  of  Rider- 
hood  in  his  boat. 

"Gaffer's  boat,  Gaffer  in  luck  again,  and  yet 
no  Gaffer!"  So  spake  Riderhood,  staring  dis- 
consolate. 

As  if  with  one  accord,  they  all  turned  their 
eyes  toward  the  light  of  the  fire  shining  through 
the  Avindow.  It  was  fainter  and  duller.  Per- 
haps fire,  like  the  higher  animal  and  vegetable 
life  it  helps  to  sustain,  has  its  greatest  tendency 
toward  death,  when  the  night  is  dying  and  the 
day  is  not  yet  born. 

"  If  it  was  me  that  had  the  law  of  this  here 
job  in  hand,"  growled  Riderhood  with  a  threat- 
ening shake  of  his  head,  "blest  if  I  wouldn't  lay 
hold  of  he7',  at  any  rate  !" 

"Ay,  but  it  is  not  you,"  said  Eugene.  With 
something  so  suddenly  fierce  in  him  that  the  in- 
former returned,  submissively :  "  "Well,  well,  well, 
t'other  governor,  I  didn't  say  it  was.  A  man 
may  speak." 

"And  vermin  may  be  silent,"  said  Eugene. 
"Hold  your  tongue,  you  water-rat!" 

Astonished  by  his  friend's  unusual  heat.  Light- 
wood  stared  too,  and  then  said:  "What  can  have 
become  of  this  man  ?" 

"  Can't  imagine.  Unless  he  dived  overboard." 
The  informer  wiped  his  brow  ruefully  as  he  said 
it,  sitting  in  his  boat  and  always  staring  discon- 
solate. 

"  Did  you  make  his  boat  fast  ?" 

"  She's  fast  enough  till  the  tide  runs  back.  I 
couldn't  make  her  faster  than  she  is.  Come 
aboard  of  mine,  and  see  for  your  ownselves." 

There  was  a  little  backwardness  in  comply- 
ing, for  the  freight  looked  too  much  for  the  boat ; 
but  on  Riderhood's  protesting  "that  he  had  had 
half  a  dozen,  dead  and  alive,  in  her  afore  nov/, 
and  she  was  nothing  deep  in  the  water  nor  down 
in  the  stern  even  then,  to  speak  of,"  they  care- 
fully took  their  places,  and  trimmed  the  crazy 
thing.  While. they  were  doing  so,  Riderhood 
still  sat  staring  disconsolate. 

"  All  right.     Give  way  !"  said  Lightwood. 

"Give  way,  by  George !"  repeated  Riderhood, 
before  shoving  off.  "  If  he's  gone  and  made  off 
any  how  Lawyer  Lightwood,  it's  enough  to  make 
nie  give  way  in  a  different  manner.  But  he  al- 
ways was  a  cheat,  con-found  him !  lie  always 
was  a  infernal  cheat,  was  Gaffer.  Nothing 
straightfor'ard,    nothing    on    the    square.      So 


mean,  so  underhanded.     Never  going  through 
with  a  thing,  nor  carrying  it  out  like  a  man  !" 

"Hallo!  Steady!"  cried  Eugene  (he  had  re- 
covered immediately  on  embarking),  as  thev 
bumped  heavily  against  a  pile ;  and  then  in  a 
lower  voice  reversed  his  late  apostrophe  by  re- 
marking ("I  wish  the  boat  of  my  honorable  and 
gallant  friend  may  be  endowed  with  philanthro- 
py enough  not  to  turn  bottom-upward  and  ex- 
tinguish, us !)  Steady,  steady !  Sit  close,  Mor- 
timer. Here's  the  hail  again.  See  how  it  flies, 
like  a  troop  of  wild-cats,  at  Mr.  Riderhood's 
eyes!" 

Indeed  he  had  the  full  benefit  of  it,  and  it  so 
mauled  him,  though  he  bent  his  head  low  and 
tried  to  present  nothing  but  the  mangy  cap  to 
it,  that  he  dropped  under  the  lee  of  a  tier  of 
shipping,  and  they  lay  there  until  it  was  over. 
The  squall  had  come  up,  like  a  spiteful  messen- 
ger before  the  morning ;  there  followed  in  its 
wake  a  ragged  tear  of  light  which  ripped  the 
dark  clouds  until  they  showed  a  great  gray  hole 
of  day. 

They  were  all  shivering,  and  every  thing  about 
them  seemed  to  be  shivering ;  the  river  itself, 
craft,  rigging,  sails,  such  early  smoke  as  there 
yet  was  on  the  shore.  Black  with  wet,  and  al- 
tered to  the  eye  by  white  patches  of  hail  and 
sleet,  the  huddled  buildings  looked  lower  than 
usual,  as  if  they  were  cowering,  and  had  shrunk 
with  the  cold.  Very  little  life  was  to  be  seen 
on  either  bank,  windows  and  doors  were  shut, 
and  the  staring  black  and  white  letters  upon 
wharves  and  warehouses  "looked, "said  Eugene 
to  Mortimer,  "like  inscriptions  over  the  graves 
of  dead  businesses." 

As  they  glided  srowly  on,  keeping  under  tho 
shore  and  sneaking  in  and  out  among  the  shii>- 
ping  by  back-alleys  of  water,  in  a  pilfering  way 
that  seemed  to  be  their  boatman's  normal  man- 
ner of  i)rogression,  all  the  objects  among  which 
they  crept  were  so  huge  in  contrast  with  their 
wretched  boat  as  to  threaten  to  crush  it.  Not 
a  ship's  hull,  with  its  rusty  iron  links  of  cable 
run  out  of  hawse-holes  long  discolored  with  the 
iron's  rusty  tears,  but  seemed  to  be  there  with  a 
fell  intention.  Not  a  figure-head  but  had  a 
menacing  look  of  bursting  forward  to  run  them 
down.  Not  a  sluice  gate,  or  a  painted  scale 
upon  a  post  or  wall,  showing  the  depth  of  wa- 
ter, but  seemed  to  hint,  like  the  dreadfully  face- 
tious Wolf  in  bed  in  Grandmamma's  cottage, 
"That's  to  drown  you  in,  my  dears!"  Not  a 
lumbering  black  barge,  with  its  cracked  and 
blistered  side  impending  over  them,  but  seemed 
to  suck  at  the  river  with  a  thirst  for  sucking 
them  under.  And  every  thing  so  vaunted  the 
spoiling  influences  of  water — discolored  copper, 
rotten  wood,  honey-combed  stone,  green  dank 
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deposit  —  that  the  after-consequences  of  being 
crushed,  sucked  under,  and  drawn  down,  looked 
as  ugly  to  the  imagination  as  the  main  event. 

Some  half  hour  of  this  work,  and  Kiderhood 
unshipped  his  sculls,  stood  holding  on  to  a  barge, 
and  hand  over  hand  long-wise  along  the  barge's 
side  gradually  worked  his  boat  under  her  head 
into  a  secret  little  nook  of  scummy  water.  And 
driven  into  that  nook,  and  wedged  as  he  had 
described,  was  Gaffer's  boat ;  that  boat  with  the 
stain  still  in  it,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  a 
muffled  human  form. 

"Now  tell  me  I'm  a  liar!"  said  the  honest 
man. 

("With  a  morbid  expectation,''  murmured 
Eugene  to  Lightwood,  "that  somebody  is  al- 
ways going  to  tell  him  the  truth.") 

"This  is  Hexam's  boat,"  said  Mr.  Inspector. 
"I  know  her  well." 

"  Look  at  the  broken  scull.  Look  at  the 
t'other  scull  gone.  Noiv  tell  me  I  am  a  liar  I" 
said  the  honest  man. 

Mr.  Inspector  stepped  into  the  boat.  Eugene 
and  Mortimer  looked  on. 

"And  see  now!"  added  Riderhood,  creeping 
aft,  and  showing  a  stretched  ro])e  made  fast 
there  and  towing  overboard.  "Didn't  I  tell 
you  he  was  in  luck  again  ?" 

"Haul  in,"  said  Mr.  Inspector. 

"Easy  to  say  haul  in,"  answered  Eiderhood. 
'-'  Not  so  easy  done.  His  luck's  got  fouled  under 
the  keels  of  the  barges.  I  tried  to  haul  in  last 
time,  but  I  couldn't.    See  how  taut  the  line  is !" 

"  I  must  have  it  up,"  said  Mr.  Inspector.  "  I 
am  going  to  take  this  boat  ashore,  and  his  luck 
along  with  it.     Try  easy  now." 

He  tried  easy  now ;  but  the  luck  resisted ; 
wouldn't  come. 

"I  mean  to  have  it,  and  the  boat  too,"  said 
Mr.  Inspector,  playing  the  line. 

But  still  the  luck  resisted  ;  wouldn't  come. 

"Take  care,"  said  Riderhood.  "YouJll  dis- 
figure.    Or  pull  asunder  perhaps." 

"I  am  not  going  to  do  either,  not  even  to 
your  Grandmother,"  said  Mr.  Inspector;  "but 
I  mean  to  have  it.  Come !"  he  added,  at  once 
persuasively  and  with  authority  to  the  hidden 
object  in  the  water,  as  he  played  the  line  again ; 
"it's  no  good  this  sort  of  game,  you  know.  You 
7nust  come  up.     I  mean  to  have  you." 

There  was  so  much  virtue  in  this  distinctly 
and  decidedly  meaning  to  have  it,  that  it  yielded 
a  little,  even  while  the  line  was  played. 

"  I  told  you  so,"  quoth  Mr.  Inspector,  pulling 
oif  his  outer  coat,  and  leaning  well  over  the 
stern  with  a  will.     "Come!" 

It  was  an  awful  sort  of  fishing,  but  it  no  more 
disconcerted  Mr.  Inspector  than  if  he  had  been 
fishing  in  a  punt  on  a  summer  evening  by  some 
soothing  weir  high  up  the  peaceful  river.  After 
certain  minutes,  and  a  few  directions  to  the  rest 
to  "ease  her  a  little  for'ard,"  and  "now  ease 
her  a  trifle  aft,"  and  the  like,  he  said,  composed- 
ly, "All  clear !"  and  the  line  and  the  boat  came 
free  together. 


Accepting  Lightwood's  proffered  hand  to  help 
him  up,  he  then  put  on  his  coat,  and  said  to 
Riderhood,  "Hand  me  over  those  spare  sculls 
of  yours,  and  I'll  pull  this  into  the  nearest  stairs. 
Go  ahead  you,  and  keep  out  in  pretty  open  wa- 
ter, that  I  mayn't  get  fouled  again." 

His  directions  were  obeyed,  and  they  pulled 
ashore  directly;  two  in  one  boat,  two  in  the 
other. 

"Now,"  said  Mr.  Inspector,  again  to  Rider- 
hood, when  they  were  all  on  the  slushy  stones ; 
"you have  had  more  practice  in  this  than  I  have 
had,  and  ought  to  be  a  better  workman  at  it. 
Undo  the  tow-rope,  and  we'll  help  you  haul  in." 

Riderhood  got  into  the  boat  accordingly.  It 
appeared  as  if  he  had  scarcely  had  a  moment's 
time  to  touch  the  rope  or  look  over  the  stern, 
when  he  came  scrambling  back,  as  pale  as  the 
morning,  and  gasped  out : 

"By  the  Lord,  he's  done  me!" 

"What  do  you  mean?"  they  all  demanded. 

He  pointed  behind  him  at  the  boat,  and  gasped 
to  that  degree  that  he  dropi:)ed  upon  the  stones 
to  get  his  breath. 

"  Gaffer's  done  me.     It's  Gaff"er !" 

They  ran  to  the  roi^e,  leaving  him  gasping 
there.  Soon  the  form  of  the  bird  of  prey,  dead 
some  hours,  lay  stretched  upon  the  shore,  with 
a  new  blast  storming  at  it  and  clotting  the  wet 
hair  with  hailstones. 

Father,  was  that  you  calling  me  ?  Father !  I 
thought  I  heard  you  call  me  twice  before  !  Words 
never  to  be  answered,  those,  upon  the  earth-side 
of  the  grave.  The  wind  sweeps  jeeringly  over 
Father,  whips  him  with  the  frayed  ends  of  his 
dress  and  his  jagged  hair,  tries  to  turn  him  where 
he  lies  stark  on  his  back,  and  force  his  face  to- 
ward the  rising  sun,  that  he  may  be  shamed  the 
more.  A  lull,  and  the  wind  is  secret  and  prying 
with  him ;  lifts  and  lets  fall  a  rag ;  hides  pal- 
pitating under  another  rag  ;  runs  nimbly  through 
his  hair  and  beard.  Then,  in  a  rush,  it  cruelly 
taunts  him.  Father,  Avas  that  you  calling  me? 
W^as  it  you,  the  voiceless  and  the  dead  ?  Was  it 
you,  thus  buffeted  as  you  lie  here  in  a  heap? 
W^as  it  you,  thus  baptized  unto  Death,  with 
these  flying  impurities  now  flung  upon  your  face  ? 
Why  not  speak.  Father?  Soaking  into  this 
filthy  ground  as  you  lie  here,  is  your  own  shape. 
Did  you  never  see  such  a  shape  soaked  into  your 
boat  ?  Speak,  Father.  Speak  to  us,  the  winds, 
the  only  listeners  left  you  ! 

"Now  see,"  said  Mr.  Inspector,  after  mature 
deliberation :  kneeling  on  one  knee  beside  the 
body,  when  they  had  stood  looking  down  on  the 
drowned  man,  as  he  had  many  a  time  looked 
down  on  many  another  man  :  "  the  Avay  of  it  was 
this.  Of  course  you  gentlemen  hardly  failed  to 
observe  that  he  was  towing  by  the  neck  and 
arms." 

They  had  helped  to  release  the  rope,  and  of 
course  not. 

"  And  you  will  have  observed  before,  and  yon 
will  observe  now,  that  this  knot,  which  was  drawn 
chock-tight  round  his  neck  by  the  strain  of  his 


GiS 


IIAKPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


own  arms,  is  a  slip-knot :"  holding  it  up  for  dem- 
onstmtion. 

I'lain  enough. 

'•Likewise  you  will  have  observed  how  he  had 
run  the  other  end  of  this  rope  to  his  boat." 

It  had  the  curves  and  indentations  in  it  still, 
where  it  had  been  twined  and  bound. 

*' Now  see,"  said  Mr.  Inspector,  "sec  how  it 
works  round  upon  him.    It's  a  wild  tempestuous 
evening  when  tliis  man  that  was,"  stoo})ing  to 
wipe  some  hailstones  out  of  his  hair  with  an  end 
of  his  own  drowned  jacket,  '  '—there  I    Now  he's 
more  like  himself,  though  he's  badly  bruised — 
when  this  man  that  was  rows  out  upon  the  river 
on  his  usual  lay.     Pie  carries  with  him  this  coil 
of  rope.     He  always  carries  with  him  this  coil 
of  rope.     It's  as  well  known  to  me  as  he  was 
himself.     Sometimes  it  lay  in  the  bottom  of  his 
boat.      Sometimes  he  hung  it  loose  round  his 
neck.     He  was  a  light-dresser  was  this  man — 
you  see?"  lifting  the  loose  neckerchief  over  liis 
breast,  and  taking  the  opportunity  of  wiping  tlie 
dead  lips  with  it — "and  when  it  was  wet,  or 
freezing,  or  blew  cold,  he  would  hang  this  coil 
of  line  round  his  neck.     Last  evening  he  does 
this.     Worse  for  him  !     He  dodges  about  in  his 
boat,  does  this  man,  till  he  gets  chilled.     His 
hands,"  taking  up  one  of  them,  w^hich  dropped 
like  a  leaden  Aveight,  "get  numbed.     He  sees 
some  object  that's  in  his  way  of  business,  float- 
ing.   He  makes  ready  to  secure  that  object.    He 
unwinds  the  end  of  his  coil  that  he  wants  to  take 
some  turns  on  in  his  boat,  and  he  takes  turns 
enough  on  it  to  secure  that  it  sha'n't  run  out. 
He  makes  it 'too  secure,  as  it  happens.     He  is  a 
little  longer  about  this  than  usual,  his  hands 
being  numbed.     His  object  drifts  up,  before  he 
is  quite  ready  for  it.     He  catches  at  it,  thinks 
he'll  make  sure  of  the  contents  of  the  pockets 
any  how,  in  case  he  should  be  parted  from  it, 
bends  right  over  the  stern,  and  in  one  of  these 
heavy  squalls,  or  in  the  cross-swell  of  two  steam- 
ers, or  in  not  being  quite  prepared,  or  through 
all  or  most  or  some,  gets  a  lurch,  overbalances 
and  goes  head-foremost  overboard.     Now  see ! 
He  can  swim,  can  this  man,  and  instantly  he 
strikes  out.    But  in  such  striking-out  he  tangles 
his  arms,  pulls  strong  on  the  slip-knot,  and  it 
runs  home.    The  object  he  had  expected  to  take 
in  tow  floats  by,  and  his   own  boat   tows  him 
dead,  to  where  we  found  him,  all  entangled  in 
his  own  line.     You'll  ask  me  how  I  make  out 
about  the  pockets?     First,  I'll  tell  you  more; 
there  was  silver  in  'em.     How  do  I  make  that 
out?      Simple  and  satisfactory.      Because  he's 
got  it  here."     The  lecturer  held  up  the  tightly 
clenched  right  hand, 

"What  is  to  be  done  with  the  remains?" 
asked  Lightwood. 

"If  you  wouldn't  object  to  standing  by  him 
half  a  minute,  Sir,"  was  the  rcjjly,  "  I'll  find 
tlu!  nearest  of  our  men  to  come  and  take  charge 
of  him — I  still  call  it  /i/V/i,  you  see,"  said  Mr, 
Inspector,  looking  back  as  he  went,  with  a  ])hil- 
OBOjjhical  smile  ujion  the  force  of  hal)it. 


"Eugene,"  said  Lightwood — and  was  about 
to  add  '•  we  may  wait  at  a  little  distance,"  when 
turning  his  head  he  found  that  no  Eugene  was 
there. 

He  raised  his  voice  and  called  "Eugene! 
Holloa!"     But  no  Eugene  replied. 

It  was  broad  daylight  now,  and  he  looked 
about.     But  no  Eugene  was  in  all  the  view. 

Mr.  Inspector  speedily  returning  down  the 
wooden  stairs,  with  a  police  constable,  Light- 
wood  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  his  friend  leave 
them?  Mr.  Inspector  could  not  exactly  say 
that  he  had  seen  him  go,  but  had  noticed  that 
he  was  restless. 

"Singular  and  entertaining  combination,  Sir, 
your  friend." 

"I  wish  it  had  not  been  a  part  of  his  singular 
and  entertaining  combination  to  give  me  the 
slip  under  these  dreary  circumstances  at  this 
time  of  the  morning,"  said  Lightwood.  "Can 
Ave  get  any  thing  hot  to  drink?" 

We  could,  and  aa'c  did.  In  a  public-house 
kitchen  Avith  a  large  fire.  We  got  hot  brandy 
and  Avater,  and  it  revived  us  Avonderfully.  Mr. 
Inspector  having  to  Mr,  Riderhood  announced 
his  official  intention  of  "keeping  his  eye  upon 
him,"  stood  him  in  a  corner  of  the  fire-place, 
like  a  Avet  umbrella,  and  took  no  further  out- 
AA'ard  and  visible  notice  of  that  honest  man,  ex- 
cept ordering  a  separate  service  of  brandy  and 
water  for  him:  apparently  out  of  the  public 
funds. 

As  Mortimer  LightAvood  sat  before  the  blaz- 
ing fire,  conscious  of  drinking  brandy  and  water 
then  and  there  in  his  sleep,  and  yet  at  one  and 
the  same  time  drinking  burned  sherry  at  the  Six 
Jolly  FelloAvships,  and  lying  under  the  boat  on 
the  riA'er  shore,  and  sitting  in  the  boat  that 
Ridcrhood  roAved,  and  listening  to  the  lecture 
recently  concluded,  and  having  to  dine  in  the 
Temple  Avith  an  unknown  man,  Avho  described 
himself  as  M.  R.  F.  Eugene  Gaff'er  Harmon, 
and  said  he  liA'cd  at  Hailstorm — as  he  passed 
through  these  curious  vicissitudes  of  fatigue  and 
slumber,  arranged  upon  the  scale  of  a  dozen 
hours  to  the  second,  he  became  aAvare  of  an- 
sAvering  aloud  a  communication  of  pressing  im- 
portance that  had  never  been  made  to  him,  and 
then  turned  it  into  a  cough  on  beholding  Mr. 
Inspector.  For  he  felt,  Avith  some  natural  in- 
dignation, that  that  functionary  might  other- 
Avise  suspect  him  of  having  closed  his  eyes,  or 
Avandercd  in  his  attention. 

"Here  just  before  us,  you  see,"  said  IMr.  In- 
spector. 

"/see,"  said  Lightwood,  Avith  dignity. 

"And  had  hot  brandy  and  Avater  too,  you 
see,"  said  ]Mr.  Ins})cctor,  "and  then  cut  ofl"  at  a 
great  rate." 

"Who?"  said  LightAVOod, 

"Your  friend,  you  knoAv." 

"/know,"  he  roplicd,  again  Avith  dignity. 
After  hearing,  in  a  mist  through  Avhich  ^Ir, 
Inspector  loomed  vague  and  large,  that  the  ofli- 
ccr  took  ui)()n  himself  to  prepare  the  dead  man's 
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daughter  for  what  had  befallen  in  the  night,  and 
generally  that  he  took  every  thing  upon  himself, 
Mortimer  Lightwood  stumbled  in  his  sleep  to  a 
cab-stand,  called  a  cab,  and  had  entered  the  army 
and  committed  a  capital  military  offense  and 
been  tried  by  court-martial  and  found  guilty 
and  had  arranged  his  affairs  and  been  marched 
out  to  be  shot,  before  the  door  banged. 

Hard  work  rowing  the  cab  through  the  City 
to  the  Temple,  for  a  cup  of  from  five  to  ten 
thousand  pounds  value,  given  by  Mr.  Boffin; 
and  hard  work  holding  forth  at  that  immeasura- 
ble length  to  Eugene  (when  he  had  been  rescued 
with  a  rope  from  the  running  pavement)  for 
making  off  in  that  extraordinary  manner !  But 
he  offered  such  ample  apologies,  and  was  so  very 
penitent,  that  when  Lightwood  got  out  of  the 
cab,  he  gave  the  driver  a  particular  charge  to  be 
careful  of  him.  Which  the  driver  (knowing 
there  was  no  other  fare  left  inside)  stared  at 
prodigiously. 

In  short,  the  night's  work  had  so  exhausted 
and  worn  out  this  actor  in  it,  that  he  had  be- 
come a  mere  somnambulist.  He  was  too  tired 
to  rest  in  his  sleep,  until  he  was  even  tired  out 
of  being  too  tired,  and  dropped  into  oblivion. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  he  awoke,  and  in  some 
anxiety  sent  round  to  Eugene's  lodging  hard  by 
to  inquire  if  he  were  up  yet  ? 

Oh  yes,  he  was  up.  In  fact,  he  had  not  been 
to  bed^.  He  had  just  come  home.  And  here 
he  was,  close  following  on  the  heels  of  the  mes- 
sage. 

"Why  what  bloodshot,  draggled,  disheveled 
spectacle  is  this  !"  cried  Mortimer. 

"Are  my  feathers  so  very  much  rumpled?" 
said  Eugene,  coolly  going  up  to  the  looking- 
glass.  "They  are  rather  out  of  sorts.  But 
consider.     Such  a  night  for  plumage!" 

"Such  a  night  ?"  repeated  Mortimer.  "  What 
became  of  you  in  the  morning?" 

"My  dear  fellow,"  said  Eugene,  sitting  on 
his  bed,  "I  felt  that  we  had  bored  one  another 
so  long,  that  an  unbroken  continuance  of  those 
relations  must  inevitably  terminate  in  our  flying 
to  opposite  points  of  the  earth.  I  also  felt  that 
I  had  committed  every  crime  in  the  Newgate 
Calendar.  So,  for  mingled  considerations  of 
friendship  and  felony,  I  took  a  walk." 


CHAPTER  XV. 


TWO  NEW    SERVANTS. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  sat  after  breakfast,  in 
the  Bower,  a  prey  to  prosperity.  Mr.  Boffin's 
face  denoted  Care  and  Complication.  Many 
disordered  papers  were  before  him,  and  he  looked 
at  them  about  as  hopefully  as  an  innocent  civil- 
ian might  look  at  a  crowd  of  troops  whom  he 
was  required  at  five  minutes'  notice  to  manoeu- 
vre and  review.  He  had  been  engaged  in  some 
attempts  to  make  notes  of  these  papers ;  but  be- 
ing troubled  (as  men  of  his  stamp  often  are)  with 


an  exceedingly  distrustful  and  corrective  thumb, 
that  busy  member  had  so  often  interposed  to 
smear  his  notes,  that  they  were  little  more  legi- 
ble than  the  various  impressions  of  itself,  which 
blurred  his  nose  and  forehead.  It  is  curious  to 
consider,  in  such  a  case  was  Mr.  Boffin's,  what  a 
cheap  article  ink  is,  and  how  far  it  may  be  made 
to  go.  As  a  grain  of  musk  will  scent  a  drawer 
for  many  years,  and  still  lose  nothing  appreci- 
able of  its  original  weight,  so  a  halfpenny- worth 
of  ink  would  blot  Mr.  Boffin  to  the  roots  of  his 
hair  and  the  calves  of  his  legs,  without  inscrib- 
ing a  line  on  the  paper  before  him,  or  appearing 
to  diminish  in  the  inkstand. 

Mr.  Boffin  was  in  such  severe  literary  difficul- 
ties that  his  eyes  were  prominent  and  fixed,  and 
his  breathing  was  stertorous,  when,  to  the  great 
relief  of  Mrs.  Boffin,  who  observed  these  symp- 
toms with  alarm,  the  yard  bell  rang. 

"Who's  that,  I  wonder!"  said  Mrs.  Boffin. 

Mr.  Boffin  drew  a  long  breath,  laid  down  his 
pen,  looked  at  his  notes  as  doubting  whether  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance,  and  ap- 
peared, on  a  second  perusal  of  their  counte- 
nances, to  be  confirmed  in  his  impression  that 
he  had  not,  when  there  was  announced  by  the 
hammer-headed  young  man : 

"  Mr.  Rokesmith." 

"  Oh ! "  said  Mr.  Boffin.  "  Oh  indeed !  Our 
and  the  Wilfers'  Mutual  Friend,  my.  dear.  Yes. 
Ask  him  to  come  in." 

Mr.  Rokesmith  appeared. 

"Sit  down.  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  shaking 
hands  with  him.  "Mrs.  Boffin  you're  already 
acquainted  with.  "Well,  Sir,  I  am  rather  un- 
prepared to  see  you,  for,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
I've  been  so  busy  with  one  thing  and  another 
that  I've  not  had  time  to  turn  your  offer  over." 

"  That's  apology  for  both  of  us  :  for  Mr.  Bof- 
fin, and  for  me  as  well,"  said  the  smiling  Mrs. 
Boffin.  "But  Lor!  we  can  talk  it  over  now; 
can't  us?" 

Mr.  Rokesmith  bowed,  thanked  her,  and  said 
he  hoped  so. 

"  Let  me  see  then,"  resumed  Mr.  Boffin,  Avith 
his  hand  to  his  chin.  "It  was  Secretary  that 
you  named  ;  wasn't  it?" 

"I  said  Secretary,"  assented  Mr.  Rokesmith. 

"It  rather  puzzled  me  at  the  time," said  Mr. 
Boffin,  "and  it  rather  puzzled  me  and  Mrs. 
Boffin  when  we  spoke  of  it  afterward,  because 
(not  to  make  a  mystery  of  our  belief)  we 
have  always  believed  a  Secretary  to  be  a  piece 
of  furniture,  mostly  of  mahogany,  lined  with 
green  baize  or  leather,  with  a  lot  of  little  draw- 
ers in  it.  Now,  you  won'f  think  I  take  a  liberty 
when  I  mention  that  you  certainly  ain't  that.''* 

"  Certainly  not,"  said  Mr.  Rokesmith.  But 
he  had  used  the  word  in  the  sense  of  Steward. 

"Why,  as  to  Steward,  you  see,"  returned  Mr. 
Boffin,  with  his  hand  still  to  his  chin,  "the  odds 
are  that  Mrs.  Boffin  and  me  may  never  go  upon 
the  water.  Being  both  bad  sailors,  we  should 
Avant  a  Steward  if  we  did ;  but  there's  generally 
one  provided." 
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Mr.  Rokesmith  again  explained ;  defining  the 
duties  he  sought  to  undertake,  as  those  of  gen- 
eral superintendent,  or  manager,  or  overlooker, 
or  man  of  business. 

"Now,  for  instance — come!"  said  Mr.  Boffin, 
in  his  pouncing  way.  "  If  you  entered  my  em- 
ployment, wliat  would  you  do  ?" 

"I  would  keep  exact  accounts  of  all  the  ex- 
penditure you  sanctioned,  Mr.  Boffin.  I  would 
write  your  letters,  under  your  direction.  I  would 
transact  your  business  with  people  in  your  pay 
or  employment.  I  would,"  with  a  glance  and  a 
half-smile  at  the  table,  "  arrange  your  papers — " 

Mr.  Boffin  rubbed  his  inky  ear,  and  looked 
at  his  wife. 

" — And  so  arrange  them  as  to  have  them  al- 
ways in  order  for  immediate  reference,  with  a 
note  of  the  contents  of  each  outside  it," 

"I  tell  you  what,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  slowly 
crumpling  his  own  blotted  note  in  his  hand ; 
"  if  you'll  turn  to  at  these  present  papers,  and 
see  what  you  can  make  of  'em,  I  shall  know  bet- 
ter what  I  can  make  of  you." 

No  sooner  said  than  done.  Relinquishing  his 
hat  and  gloves,  Mr.  Rokesmith  sat  down  quietly 
at  the  table,  arranged  the  open  papers  into  an 
orderly  heap,  cast  his  eyes  over  each  in  succes- 
sion, folded  it,  docketed  it  on  the  outside,  laid  it 
in  a  second  heap,  and  when  that  second  heap 
was  complete  and  the  first  gone,  took  from  his 
pocket  a  piece  of  string  and  tied  it  together  with 
a  remarkably  dextrous  hand  at  a  running  curve 
and  a  loop. 

"Good!"  said  Mr.  Boffin.  "Very  good! 
Now  let  us  hear  what  they're  all  about;  will 
you  be  so  good?" 

John  Rokesmith  read  his  abstracts  aloud. 
They  were  all  about  the  new  house.  Decora- 
tor's estimate,  so  much.  Furniture  estimate, 
so  much.  Estimate  for  furniture  of  offices, 
so  much.  Coach-maker's  estimate,  so  much. 
Horse-dealer's  estimate,  so  much.  Harness- 
maker's  estimate,  so  much.  Goldsmith's  esti- 
mate, so  much.  Total,  so  very  much.  Then 
came  correspondence.  Acceptance  of  Mr.  Bof- 
fin's offer  of  such  a  date,  and  to  such  an  effect. 
Rejection  of  Mr,  Boffin's  proposal  of  such  a  date, 
and  to  such' an  effect.  Concerning  Mr,  Boffin's 
scheme  of  such  another  date  to  such  another  ef- 
fect.    All  compact  and  methodical. 

"Apple-pie  order!"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  after 
checking  off"  each  inscription  with  his  hand,  like 
a  man  beating  time.  "  And  whatever  you  do 
with  your  ink,  7  can't  think,  for  you're  as  clean 
as  a  whijitle  after  it.  Now,  as  to  a  letter.  Let's," 
said  Mr.  Boffin,  rubbiug  his  hands  in  his  pleas- 
antly childish  admiration,  "let's  try  a  letter 
next." 

"To  whom  shall  it  be  addressed,  Mr.  Boffin?" 

"Anyone.     Yourself." 

Mr.  Rokesmith  quickly  wrote,  and  then  read 
aloud  : 

"'Mr,  Boffin  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  John  Rokesmith,  and  begs  to  say  that  he 
has  decided  on  giving  Mr.  John  Rokesmith  a 


trial  in  the  capacity  he  desires  to  fill.  Mr.  Bof- 
fin takes  Mr.  John  Rokesmith  at  his  word,  in 
postponing  to  some  indefinite  period  the  consid- 
eration of  salary.  It  is  quite  understood  that 
Mr.  Boffin  is  in  no  way  committed  on  that  point. 
Mr.  Boffin  has  merely  to  add,  that  he  relies  on 
Mr.  John  Rokesmith's  assurance  that  he  will  be 
faithful  and  serviceable,  Mr.  John  Rokesmith 
will  please  enter  on  his  duties  immediately.'" 

"Well!  Now,  Noddy!"  cried  Mrs.  Boffin, 
clapping  her  hands,  "  That  is  a  good  one  !" 

Mr.  Boffin  was  no  less  delighted ;  indeed,  in 
his  own  bosom,  he  regarded  both  the  composition 
itself  and  the  device  that  had  given  birth  to  it, 
as  a  very  remarkable  monument  of  human  in- 
genuity. 

"  And  I  tell  you,  my  deary,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin, 
"  that  if  you  don't  close  with  Mr,  Rokesmith  now 
at  once,  and  if  you  ever  go  a  muddling  yourself 
again  with  things  never  meant  nor  made  for  you, 
you'll  have  an  apoplexy — besides  iron-moulding 
your  linen — and  you'll  break  my  heart," 

Mr.  Boffin  embraced  his  spouse  for  these  words 
of  wisdom,  and  then,  congratulating  John  Roke- 
smith on  the  brilliancy  of  his  achievements,  gave 
him  his  hand  in  pledge  of  their  new  relations. 
So  did  Mrs.  Boffin. 

"Now,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  who,  in  his  frank- 
ness, felt  that  it  did  not  become  him  to  have  a 
gentleman  in  his  employment  five  minutes  with- 
out reposing  some  confidence  in  him,  "you  must 
be  let  a  Jittle  more  into  our  affairs,  Rokesmith. 
I  mentioned  to  you,  when  I  made  your  acquaint- 
ance, or  I  might  better  say  when  you  made  mine, 
that  Mrs.  Boffin's  inclinations  was  setting  in  the 
way  of  Fashion,  but  that  I  didn't  know  how 
fashionable  we  might  or  might  not  grow.  Well ! 
Mrs.  Boffin  has  carried  the  day,  and  we're  go- 
ing in  neck  and  crop  for  Fashion." 

"I  rather  inferred  that.  Sir,"  replied  John 
Rokesmith,  "from  the  scale  on  which  your  new 
establishment  is  to  be  maintained." 

"Yes,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  " it's  to  be  a  Spanker. 
The  fact  is,  my  literary  man  named  to  me  that 
a  house  with  which  he  is,  as  I  may  say,  connect- 
ed— in  which  he  has  an  interest — " 

"As  property?"  inquired  John  Rokesmith. 

"Why  no,"  said  Mr,  Boffin,  "not  exactly 
that ;  a  sort  of  a  family  tie." 

"Association?"  the  Secretary  suggested. 

"Ah!"  said  Mr,  Boffin.  "Perhaps.  Any- 
how, he  named  to  me  that  the  house  had  a 
board  up,  '  This  Eminently  Aristocratic  Mansion 
to  be  let  or  sold,'  Me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  went  to 
look  at  it,  and  finding  it  beyond  a  doubt  Emi- 
nently Aristocratic  (though  a  trifle  high  and 
dull,  which  after  all  may  be  part  of  the  same 
thing)  took  it.  My  literary  man  was  so  friendly 
as  to  drop  into  a  charming  piece  of  poetry  on  that 
occasion,  in  which  he  complimented  Mrs.  Boffin 
on  coming  into  possession  of — how  did  it  go,  my 
dear?" 

Mrs.  Boffin  replied : 

"'The  gay,  the  gay  and  festire  scene, 
The  iialls,  the  halls  of  dazzling  light.'" 
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"That's  it !  And  it  was  made  neater  by  there 
really  being  two  halls  in  the  house,  a  front  'un 
and  a  back  'un,  besides  the  servants'.  He  like- 
wise dro})ped  into  a  very  pretty  piece  of  poetry  to 
be  sure,  respecting  the  extent  to  which  he  would 
be  willing  to  put  himself  out  of  the  way  to  bring 
Mrs.  Boffin  round,  in  case  she  should  ever  get 
low  in  her  sjjirits  in  the  house.  Mrs.  Boffin  has  a 
wonderful  memory.  Will  you  repeat  it,  my  dear  ?" 
Mrs.  Boffin  complied,  by  reciting  the  verses  in 
whicli  this  obliging  offer  had  been  made,  exactly 
as  she  had  received  them. 


I  have  heard  so 


And  he  and  Mrs. 


"Til  tell  thee  ho\¥-  the  maMcn  wept,  Mrs.  Boffin, 

"Wlien  her  true  love  was  slain  ma'am, 

"  And  how  her  broken  spirit  slept,  Mr:^.  Boffin, 

"And  never  woke  again  ma'am. 

"I'll  tell  thee  (if  agreeable  to  Mr,  Boffin)  how  the  steed 

drew  nigli, 
"And  left  his  lord  afar; 
"  And  if  my  talo  (whicli  I  hope  Mr.  Boffin  might  excuse) 

should  make  you  sigh, 
"I'll  strike  the  liglit  guitar.'  " 

"Correct  to  the  letter!"  said  Mr.  Boffin, 
"  And  I  consider  that  the  poetry  brings  us  both 
in,  in  a  beautiful  manner." 

The  effect  of  the  poem  on  the  Secretary  being 
evidently  to  astonish  him,  Mr.  Boffin  was  con- 
firmed in  his  high  opinion  of  it,  and  was  greatly 
pleased. 

"Now,  you  see,  Rokesmith,"  he  went  on,  "a 
literary  man — icith  a  wooden  leg — is  liable  to 
jealousy.  I  shall  therefore  cast  about  for  com- 
fortable ways  and  means  of  not  calling  up  Wegg's 
jealousy,  but  of  keeping  you  in  your  department, 
and  keeping  him  in  his." 

"  Lor !"  cried  Mrs.  Boffin.  "  What  I  say  is, 
the  world's  wide  enough  for  all  of  us!" 

"So  it  is,  my  dear,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  "when 
not  literary.  But  when  so,  not  so.  And  I  am 
bound  to  bear  in  mind  that  I  took  Wegg  on  at  a 
time  when  I  had  no  thought  of  being  fashiona- 
ble or  of  leaving  the  Bower.  To  let  him  feel 
himself  any  ways  slighted  now  would  be  to  be 
guilty  of  a  meanness,  and  to  act  like  having 
one's  head  turned  by  the  halls  of  dazzling  light. 
Which  Lord  forbid  !  Rokesmith,  what  shall  we 
say  about  your  living  in  the  house?" 
"In  this  house?" 

*'No,  no.  I  have  got  other  plans  for  this 
house.     Li  the  new  house?" 

"That  will  be  as  you  please,  Mr.  Boffin.  I 
hold  myself  quite  at  your  disposal.  You  know 
where  I  live  at  present." 

"Well!"  said  Mr,  Boffin,  after  considering 
the  point ;  "  suppose  you  keep  as  you  are  for  the 
present,  and  we'll  decide  by-and-by.  You'll  be- 
gin to  take  charge  at  once,  of  all  that's  going  on 
in  the  new  house,  Avill  you  ?" 

"Most  willingly.  I  will  begin  this  very  day. 
Will  you  give  me  the  address  ?"    . 

Mr.  Boffin  repeated  it,  and  the  Secretary  wrote 
it  down  in  his  pocket-book.  Mrs.  Boffin  took 
the  opportunity  of  his  being  so  engaged  to  get  a 
better  observation  of  his  face  than  she  had  yet 
taken.  It  impressed  her  in  his  favor,  for  she 
nodded  aside  to  Mr.  Boffin,  "  I  like  him." 


"I  will  see  directly  that  every  thing  is  in 
train,  Mr.  Boffin." 

"  Thank'ec.  Being  here,  would  you  care  at 
all  to  look  round  the  Bovver?" 

"I  should  greatly  like  it. 
much  of  its  story," 

"Come!"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 
Boffin  led  the  way. 

A  gloomy  house  the  Bower,  with  sordid  signs 
on  it  of  having  been,  through  its  long  existence 
as  Harmony  Jail,  in  miserly  holding.  Bare  of 
paint,  bare  of  paper  on  the  walls,  bare  of  furni- 
ture, bare  of  experience  of  human  life.  What- 
ever is  built  by  man  for  man's  occupation,  must, 
like  natural  creations,  fulfill  the  intention  of  its 
existence  or  soon  perish.  This  old  house  had 
wasted  more  from  desuetude  than  it  would  have 
wasted  from  use,  twenty  years  for  one. 

A  certain  leanness  falls  upon  houses  not  suffi- 
ciently imbued  with  life  (as  if  they  were  nour- 
ished upon  it),  which  was  very  noticeable  here. 
The  staircase,  balustrades,  and  rails  had  a  spare 
look — an  air  of  being  denuded  to  the  bone — 
which  tlie  panels  of  the  walls  and  the  jambs  of 
the  doors  and  windows  also  bore.  The  scanty 
movables  partook  of  it ;  save  for  the  cleanliness 
of  the  place,  the  dust  into  which  they  were  all 
resolving  would  have  lain  thick  on  the  floors ; 
and  those,  both  in  color  and  in  grain,  were  worn 
like  old  faces  that  had  kept  much  alone. 

The  bedroom  where  the  clutching  old  man 
had  lost  his  grip  on  life  was  left  as  he  had  left 
it.  There  was  the  old  grisly  four-post  bedstead, 
without  hangings,  and  with  a  jail-like  upper  rim 
of  iron  and  spikes  ;  and  there  was  the  old  patch- 
work counterpane.  There  was  the  tight-clenched 
old  bureau,  receding  atop  like  a  bad  and  secret 
forehead ;  there  was  the  cumbersome  old  table 
with  twisted  legs  at  the  bedside ;  and  there  was 
the  box  upon  it,  in  which  the  will  had  lain.  A 
few  old  chairs  with  patch-work  covers,  under 
which  the  more  precious  stuff  to  be  preserved 
had  slowly  lost  its  quality  of  color  without  im- 
parting pleasure  to  any  eye,  stood  against  the 
wall.  A  hard  family  likeness  was  on  all  these 
things. 

"The  room  was  kept  like  this,  Rokesmith," 
said  Mr.  Boffin,  "against  the  son's  return.  In 
short,  every  thing  in  the  house  was  kept  exactly 
as  it  came  to  us  for  him  to  see  and  approve. 
Even  now,  nothing  is  changed  but  our  own  room 
below  stairs  that  you  have  just  left.  When  the 
son  came  home  for  the  last  time  in  his  life,  and 
for  the  last  time  in  his  life  saw  his  father,  it  was 
most  likely  in  this  room  that  they  met," 

As  the  Secretary  looked  all  round  it  his  eyes 
rested  on  a  side-door  in  a  corner. 

"  Another  staircase,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  unlock- 
ing the  door,  "leading  down  into  the  yard. 
We'll  go  down  this  way,  as  you  may  like  to  see 
the  yard,  and  it's  all  in  the  road.  When  the 
son  was  a  little  child  it  was  up  and  down  these 
stairs  that  he  mostly  came  and  went  to  his  fa- 
ther. He  was  very  timid  of  his  father.  I've 
seen  him  sit  on  these  stairs,  in  his  shy  way,  poor 
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child,  many  a  time.  Me  and  Mrs.  Boflin  have 
comforted  him,  sitting  with  his  little  book  on 
these  stairs,  often." 

"All!  And  his  poor  sister  too,"  said  Mrs. 
Boffin.  "And  here's  the  sunny  place  on  the 
white  wall  where  they  one  day  measured  one 
another.  Tiicir  own  little  hands  wrote  up  their 
names  here  only  with  a  pencil ;  but  the  names 
are  here  still,  and  the  poor  dears  gone  forever." 

"  We  must  take  care  of  the  names,  old  lady," 
'said  Mr.  Boffin.  "We  must  take  care  of  the 
names.  They  sha'n't  be  rubbed  out  in  our  time, 
nor  yet,  if  we  can  help  it,  in  the  time  after  us. 
Poor  little  children!" 

"Ah,  poor  little  children!"  said  Mrs.  Boffin. 

They  had  opened  the  door  at  the  bottom  of 
the  staircase  giving  on  the  yard,  and  they  stood 
in  the  sunlight,  looking  at  the  scrawl  of  the  two 
unsteady  childish  hands  two  or  three  steps  uj) 
the  staircase.  There  was  something  in  this 
simple  memento  of  a  blighted  childhood,  and  in 
the  tenderness  of  Mrs.  Boffin,  that  touched  the 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Boffin  then  showed  his  new  man  of  busi- 
ness the  IMounds,  and  his  own  particular  ]\Iound 
which  had  been  left  him  as  his  legacy  under  the 
^will  before  he  acquired  the  whole  estate. 

"It  would  have  been  enough  for  us,"  said 
Mr.  Boffin,  "in  case  it  had  pleased  God  to 
spare  the  last  of  those  two  young  lives  and  sor- 
rowful deaths.     We  didn't  want  the  rest." 

At  the  treasures  of  the  yard,  and  at  the  out- 
side of  the  house,  and  at  the  detached  building 
which  Mr.  Boffin  pointed  out  as  the  residence 
of  himself  and  his  wdfe  during  the  many  years 
of  their  service,  the  Secretary  looked  with  in- 
terest. It  was  not  until  Mr.  Boffin  had  shown 
him  every  wonder  of  the  Bower  twice  over  that 
he  remembered  his  having  duties  to  discharge 
elsewhere. 

"You  have  no  instructions  to  give  me,  Mr. 
Boffin,  in  reference  to  this  place?" 

" Not  any,  Rokesmith.     No." 

"Might  I  ask,  without  seeming  impertinent, 
whether  you  have  any  intention  of  selling  it?" 

"  Certainly  not.  In  remembrance  of  our  old 
master,  our  old  master's  children,  and  our  old 
service,  me  and  Mrs.  Boffin  mean  to  keep  it  up 
as  it  stands." 

The  Secretary's  eyes  glanced  with  so  much 
meaning  in  them  at  the  Mounds  that  Mr.  Boffin 
said,  as  if  in  answer  to  a  remark  : 

"Ay,  ay,  that's  another  thing.  I  may  sell 
theyn,  though  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  neigh- 
borhood deprived  of  'cm  too.  It'll  look  but  a 
poor  dead  flat  without  the  Mounds.  Still  I  don't 
say  that  I'm  going  to  keep  'cm  always  there  for 
the  sake  of  the  beauty  of  the  landscape.  There's 
no  hurry  about  it;  that's  all  I  say  at  present. 
I  ain't  a  scholar  in  much,  Kokesmith,  but  I'm 
a  pretty  fair  scholar  in  dust.  I  can  price  the 
Mounds  to  a  fraction,  and  I  know  how  they  can 
be  best  disposed  of.  and  likewise  that  they  take 
no  harm  by  standing  where  they  do.  You'll 
look  in  to-morrow,  will  you  be  so  kind?" 


"Every  day.  And  the  sooner  I  can  get  you 
into  your  new  house,  complete,  the  better  you 
will  be  pleased.  Sir?" 

"Well,  it  ain't  that  I'm  in  a  mortal  hurrv-  " 
said  Mr.  Boffin  ;  "only  when  you  do  pay  people 
for  looking  alive,  it's  as  well  to  know  that  they 
are  looking  alive.     Ain't  that  your  ojjinion?"  " 

"  Quite  1"  replied  the  Secretary ;  and  so  with- 
drew. 

"Now,"  said  Mr.  Boffin  to  himself,  subsiding 
into  his  regular  series  of  turns  in  the  yard,  "if 
I  can  make  it  comfortable  with  Wegg,  my  af- 
fairs will  be  going  smooth." 

The  man  of  low  cunning  had,  of  course,  ac- 
quired a  mastery  over  the  man  of  high  sim- 
plicity. The  mean  man  had,  of  course,  got  the 
better  of  the  generous  man.  How  long  such 
conquests  last  is  another  matter ;  that  they  are 
achieved,  is  everyday  experience,  not  even  to 
be  flourished  away  by  Podsnappery  itself.  The 
undesigning  Boffin  had  become  so  far  immeshed 
by  the  wily  Wegg  that  his  mind  misgave  him  he 
was  a  very  designing  man  indeed  in  purposing 
to  do  more  for  Wegg.  It  seemed  to  him  (so 
skillful  was  Wegg)  that  he  was  plotting  darkly, 
when  he  was  contriving  to  do  the  very  thing  that 
Wegg  was  plotting  to  get  him  to  do.  And  thus, 
while  he  was  mentally  turning  the  kindest  of 
kind  faces  on  Wegg  this  morning,  he  was  not 
absolutely  sure  but  that  he  might  somehow  de- 
serve the  charge  of  turning  his  back  on  him. 

For  these  reasons  Mr.  Boffin  passed  but  anx- 
ious hours  until  evening  came,  and  with  it  Mr. 
Wegg,  stumping  leisurely  to  the  Roman  Empire. 
At  about  this  j^eriod  Mr.  Boffin  had  become  pro- 
foundly interested  in  the  fortunes  of  a  great 
military  leader  known  to  him  as  Bully  Sawyers, 
but  perhaps  better  known  to  fame  and  easier  of 
identification  by  the  classical  student,  under  the 
less  Britannic  name  of  Belisarius.  Even  this 
general's  career  paled  in  interest  for  Mr.  Boffin 
before  the  clearing  of  his  conscience  Avith  Wegg; 
and  hence,  when  that  literary  gentleman  had 
according  to  custom  eaten  and  drunk  until  he 
was  all  a-glow,  and  when  he  took  up  his  book 
with  the  usual  chirjjing  introduction,  "And  now, 
Mr.  Boffin,  Sir,  we'll  decline  and  we'll  fall!" 
Mr.  Boffin  stopped  him. 

"You  remember,  Wegg,  when  I  first  told 
you  that  I  wanted  to  make  a  sort  of  offer  to 
you?" 

"Let  me  get  on  my  considering  cap,  Sir," 
replied  that  gentleman,  turning  the  open  book 
face  downward.  "When  you  first  told  me  that 
you  wanted  to  make  a  sort  of  offer  to  me  ?  Now 
let  me  think"  (as  if  there  were  the  least  neces- 
sity). "Yes,  to  be  sure  I  do,  Mr.  Boffin.  It 
was  at  my  corner.  To  be  sure  it  was!  You 
had  first  asked  me  whether  I  liked  your  name, 
and  Candor  had  comjiellcd  a  reply  in  the  nega- 
tive case.  I  little  thought  then,  Sir,  how  famil- 
iar that  name  would  come  to  be  !" 

"  I  hope  it  will  be  more  familiar  still,  Wegg." 

"  Do  you,  Mr.  Boffin  ?  Much  obliged  to  you, 
I'm  sure.     Is  it  your  pleasure,  Sir,  that  we  de- 
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clinfe  and  we  fall!"'  with  a  feint  of  taking  up  the 
book. 

"  Not  just  yet  a  while,  Wegg.  In  fact,  I  have 
got  another  offer  to  make  you." 

Mr.  Wegg  (who  had  had  nothing  else  in  his 
mind  for  several  nights)  took  off  his  spectacles 
with  an  air  of  bland  surprise. 

**And  I  hope  you'll  like  it,  Wegg." 

"Thank  you,  Sir,"  returned  that  reticent  in- 
dividual. "I  hope  it  may  prove  so.  On  all  ac- 
counts, I  am  sure."  (This,  as  a  philanthropic 
aspiration.) 

"What  do  you  think,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  "of 
not  keeping  a  stall,  Wegg?" 

"I  think.  Sir,"  replied  Wegg,  "that  I  should 
like  to  be  shown  the  gentleman  prepared  to  make 
it  worth  my  while  !" 

"  Here  he  is,"  said  Mr.  Eoffin. 

JMr.  Wegg  was  going  to  say.  My  Benefactor, 
and  had  said  My  Bene,  when  a  grandiloquent 
change  came  over  him. 

"No,  Mr.  Boffin,  not  you,  Sir.  Any  body 
but  you.  Do  not  fear,  Mr.  Boffin,  that  I  shall 
contaminate  the  premises  which  your  gold  has 
bought  with  my  lowly  pursuits.  I  am  aware. 
Sir,  that  it  would  not  become  me  to  carry  on  my 
little  traffic  under  the  windows  of  your  mansion. 
I  have  already  thought  of  that,  and  taken  my 
measures.  No  need  to  be  bought  out.  Sir. 
Would  Stepney  Fields  be  considered  intrusive  ? 
If  not  remote  enough,  I  can  go  remoter.  In  the 
words  of  the  poet's  song,  which  I  do  not  quite 
remember : 

Tliro^yn  on  the  wide  -world,  doom'd  to  wander  and  roam, 
Bereft  of  my  parents,  bereft  of  a  home, 
A  stranger  to  something  and  wliat's  his  name  joy, 
Behold  little  Edmund  the  poor  Peasant  boy. 

— And  equally,"  said  Mr.  Wegg,  repairing  the 
want  of  direct  application  in  the  last  line,  "be- 
hold myself  on  a  similar  footing!" 

"Now,  Wegg,  Wegg,  Wegg,"  remonstrated 
the  excellent  Boffin.     "You  are  too  sensitive." 

"I  know  I  am.  Sir,"  returned  Wegg,  with 
obstinate  magnanimity.  "  I  am  acquainted  with 
my  faults.  I  always  was,  from  a  child,  too  sens- 
itive." 

"But  listen,"  pursued  the  Golden  Dustman; 
**hear  me  out,  Wegg.  You  have  taken  it  into 
your  head  that  I  mean  to  pension  you  off." 

"True,  Sir,"  returned  Wegg,  still  with  an 
obstinate  magnanimity.  "I  am  acquainted 
with  my  faults.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny 
them.     I  have  taken  it  into  my  head." 

"But  I  don't  mean  it." 

The  assurance  seemed  hardly  as  comforting 
to  Mr.  Wegg  as  Mr.  Boffin  intended  it  to  be. 
Indeed,  an  appreciable  elongation  of  his  visage 
might  have  been  observed  as  he  replied : 

"Don't  you,  indeed.  Sir?" 

"No,"  pursued  Mr.  Boffin;  "because  that 
would  express,  as  I  understand  it,  that  you  were 
not  going  to  do  any  thing  to  deserve  your  money. 
But  you  are  ;  you  are. " 

"That,  Sir,"  replied  Mr.  Wegg,  cheering  up 
bravely,  "  is  quite  another  pair  of  shoes.     Now, 


my  independence  as  a  man  is  again  elevated. 
Now,  I  no  longer 

Weep  for  the  hour, 

When  to  Boffinses  bower, 

The  Lord  of  the  valley  with  offers  came; 

Neither  does  the  moon  hide  her  light 

From  the  heavens  to-night, 

And  weep  behind  her  clouds  o'er  any  individual  in  the 

present 
Company's  ehame. 

— Please  to  proceed,  Mr.  Boffin." 

"Thank'ee,  Wegg,  both  for  your  confidence 
in  me  and  for  your  frequent  dropping  into  poetry ; 
both  of  which  is  friendly.  Well,  then  ;  my  idea 
is,  that  you  should  give  up  your  stall,  and  that  I 
should  put  you  into  the  Bower  here,  to  keep  it 
for  us.  It's  a  pleasant  spot;  and  a  man  with 
coals  and  candles  and  a  pound  a  week  might  be 
in  clover  here." 

"  Hem  !  Would  that  man,  Sir — we  will  saj 
that  man,  for  the  purposes  of  argueyment ;"  Mr. 
Wegg  made  a  smiling  demonstration  of  great 
perspicuity  here;  "would  that  man,  Sir,  be  ex- 
pected to  throw  any  other  capacity  in,  or  would 
any  other  capacity  be  considered  extra?  Now 
let  us  (for  the  purposes  of  argueyment)  suppose 
that  man  to  be  engaged  as  a  reader :  say  (for 
the  purposes  of  argueyment)  in  the  evening. 
Would  that  man's  pay  as  a  reader  in  the  even- 
ing be  added  to  the  other  amount,  which,  adopt- 
ing your  language,  we  will  call  clover  ;  or  would 
it  merge  into  that  amount,  or  clover  ?" 

"Well,"  said  Mr.  Boffin,  "  I  suppose  it  would 
be  added." 

"  I  suppose  it  would,  Sir.  You  are  right.  Sir. 
Exactly  my  own  views,  Mr.  Boffin. "  Here  Wegg 
rose,  and  balancing  himself  on  his  wooden  leg, 
fluttered  over  his  prey  with  extended  hand. 
"Mr,  Boffin,  consider  it  done.  Say  no  more, 
Sir,  not  a  word  more.  My  stall  and  I  are  for- 
ever parted.  The  collection  of  ballads  will  in 
future  be  reserved  for  private  study,  with  the 
object  of  making  poetry  tributary" — Wegg  was 
so  proud  of  having  found  this  word  that  he  said 
it  again,  with  a  capital  letter — "Tributary,  to 
friendship.  Mr.  Boffin,  don't  allow  yourself  to 
be  made  uncomfortable  by  the  pang  it  gives  me 
to  part  from  my  stock  and  stall.  Similar  emo- 
tion was  undergone  by  my  own  father  when 
promoted  for  his  merits  from  his  occupation  as 
a  waterman  to  a  situation  under  Government. 
His  Christian  name  was  Thomas.  His  words 
at  the  time  (I  was  then  an  infant,  but  so  deep 
was  their  impression  -on  me  that  I  committed 
them  to  memory)  were  : 

Tlicn  farewell  my  trim-built  wherry, 
Oars  and  coat  and  l)adge  farewell! 
Never  more  at  Chelsea  Ferry 
Shall  your  Thomas  take  a  spell! 

— My  father  got  over  it,  Mr.  Boffin,  and  so  shall 
I." 

While  delivering  these  valedictory  observa- 
tions, Wegg  continually  disappointed  Mr.  Boffin 
of  his  hand  by  flourishing  it  in  the  air.  He 
now  darted  it  at  his  patron,  who  took  it,  and 
felt  his  mind  relieved  of  a  great  weight :    ob- 
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serving  that  as  they  had  arranged  their  joint 
affiiirs  so  satisfactorily,  he  would  now  be  glad  to 
look  into  those  of  Bully  Sawyers.  Which,  in- 
deed, had  been  left  overnight  in  a  very  un- 
promising posture,  and  for  whose  imiiending  ex- 
pedition against  the  Persians  the  weather  had 
been  by  no  means  favorable  all  day. 

Mr.  Wegg  resumed  his  spectacles  therefore. 
But  Sawyers  was  not  to  be  of  the  party  that 
night ;  for,  before  Wegg  had  found  his  place, 
Mrs.  Boffin's  tread  was  heard  upon  the  stairs, 
so  unusually  heavy  and  hurried,  that  Mr.  Bof- 
fin would  have  started  up  at  the  sound,  antici- 
pating some  occurrence  much  out  of  the  com- 
mon course,  even  though  she  had  not  also  called 
to  him  in  an  agitated  tone. 

Mr.  Boffin  hurried  out,  and  found  her  on  the 
dark  staircase,  panting,  with  a  lighted  candle  in 
her  hand. 

"What's  the  matter,  my  dear?" 

"I  don't  know;  I  don't  know;  but  I  wish 
you'd  come  up  stairs." 

JNIuch  surprised,  Mr.  Boffin  went  np  stairs 
and  accompanied  Mrs.  Boffin  into  their  own 
room  :  a  second  large  room  on  the  same  floor  as 
the  room  in  which  the  late  proprietor  had  died. 
Mr.  Boffin  looked  all  round  him,  and  saw  no- 
thing more  unusual  than  A^arious  articles  of  fold- 
ed linen  on  a  large  chest,  which  Mrs.  Boffin  had 
been  sorting. 

"What  is  it,  my  dear?  Why,  you're  fright- 
ened !      You  frightened  ?" 

"I  am  not  one  of  that  sort  certainly,"  said 
Mrs.  Boffin,  as  she  sat  down  in  a  chair  to  recov- 
er herself,  and  took  her  husband's  arm ;  but  it's 
very  strange!" 

"What  is,  my  dear?" 

"Noddy,  the  faces  of  the  old  man  and  the  two 
children  are  all  over  the  house  to-night." 

"  My  dear  ?"  exclaimed  Mr.  Boffin.  But  not 
without  a  certain  uncomfortable  sensation  glid- 
ing down  his  back. 

"I  know  it  must  sovmd  foolish,  and  yet  it  is 
so." 

"Where  did  you  think  you  saw  them?" 

"I  don't  know  that  I  think  I  saw  them  any 
where.     I  felt  them." 

"  Touched  them  ?" 

"No.  Eelt  them  in  the  air.  I  was  sorting 
those  things  on  the  chest,  and  not  thinking  of 
the  old  man  or  the  children,  but  singing  to  my- 
self, when  all  in  a  moment  I  felt  there  was  a 
face  growing  out  of  tlie  dark." 

"What  face?"  asked  her  husband,  looking 
about  him. 

"For  a  moment  it  was  the  old  man's,  and 
then  it  got  younger.  For  a  moment  it  was  both 
the  children's,  and  then  it  got  older.  For  a 
moment  it  was  a  strange  face,  and  then  it  was 
all  the  faces." 

"And  then  it  was  gone?" 

"Yes;  and  then  it  was  gone." 

"Where  were  you  then,  old  Indy?" 

"  Hero,  at  the  chest.  AVcll ;  I  got  the  better 
of  itj  and  went  on  sorting,  and  went  on  singing 


to  myself.  'Lor!'  I  says,  'I'll  think  of  s(Jtne- 
thing  else — something  comfortable — and  put  it 
out  of  my  head.'  So  I  thought  of  the  new  house 
and  Miss  Bella  Wilfer,  and  was  thinking  at  a 
great  rate  with  that  sheet  there  in  my  hand, 
when,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  faces  seemed  to  be 
hidden  in  among  the  folds  of  it  and  I  let  it  drop." 

As  it  still  lay  on  the  floor  where  it  had  fallen, 
Mr.  Boffin  picked  it  up  and  laid  it  on  the  chest. 

"And  then  you  ran  down  stairs?" 

"No.  I  thought  I'd  try  another  room,  and 
shake  it  off.  I  says  to  myself,  'I'll  go  and  walk 
slowly  up  and  down  the  old  man's  room  three 
times,  from  end  to  end,  and  then  I  shall  have 
conquered  it.'  I  went  in  with  the  candle  in  my 
hand  ;  but  the  moment  I  came  near  the  bed  tlie 
air  got  thick  with  tliem." 

"With  the  faces?" 

"Yes,  and  I  even  felt  that  they  were  in  the 
dark  behind  the  side-door,  and  on  the  little  stair- 
case, floating  away  into  the  yard.  Then  I  call- 
ed you." 

Mr.  Boffin,  lost  in  amazement,  looked  at  Mrs. 
Boffin.  Mrs.  Boffin,  lost  in  her  own  fluttered 
inability  to  make  this  out,  looked  at  Mr.  Boffin. 

"I  think,  my  dear,"  said  the  Golden  Dust- 
man, "I'll  at  once  get  rid  of  Wegg  for  the 
night,  because  he's  coming  to  inhabit  the  Bow- 
er, and  it  might  be  put  into  his  head  or  some- 
body else's,  if  he  heard  this  and  it  got  about, 
that  the  house  is  haunted.  Whereas  we  know 
better.     Don't  we  ?" 

"I  never  had  the  feeling  in  the  house  be- 
fore," said  Mrs.  Boffin.;  "and  I  have  been 
about  it  alone  at  all  hours  of  the  night.  I  have 
been  in  the  house  when  Death  was  in  it,  and  I 
have  been  in  the  house  when  Murder  was  a  new 
part  of  its  adventures,  and  I  never  had  a  fright 
in  it  yet." 

"And  won't  again,  my  dear,"  said  Mr.  Bof- 
fin. "  Depend  upon  it,  it  comes  of  thinking  and 
dwelling  on  that  dark  spot." 

"Yes ;  but  why  didn't  it  come  before?"  asked 
Mrs.  Boffin. 

This  draft  on  Mr.  Boffin's  philosophy  could 
only  be  met  by  that  gentleman  with  the  remark 
that  every  thing  that  is  at  all  must  begin  at 
some  time.  Then,  tucking  his  wife's  arm  under 
his  own,  that  she  might  not  be  left  by  herself  to 
be  troubled  again,  he  descended  to  release  Wegg. 
Who,  being  something  drowsy  after  his  plentiful- 
repast,  and  constitutionally  of  a  shirking  tem- 
perament, was  well  enough  i)leased  to  stump 
away,  without  doing  what  he  had  come  to  do, 
and  was  paid  for  doing. 

Mr.  Boffin  then  put  on  his  hat,  and  Mrs.  Bof- 
fin her  shawl ;  and  the  pair,  further  provided 
with  a  bunch  of  keys  and  a  lighted  lantern,  went 
all  over  the  dismal  house  —  dismal  every  where 
but  in  their  own  two  rooms — from  cellar  to 
cock-loft.  Not  resting  satisfied  with  giving  that 
much  chase  to  Mrs.  Boffin's  fancies,  they  pur- 
sued them  into  the  yard  and  outbuildings,  and 
under  the  Mounds.  And  setting  the  lantern, 
when  all  was  done,  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the 
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Mounds,  they  comfortably  trotted  to  and  fro  for 
an  evening  walk,  to  the  end  that  the  murky 
cobwebs  in  Mrs.  Boffin's  brain  might  be  blown 
away. 

"  There,  my  dear !"  said  Mr.  Boffin  when  they 
came  in  to  supper.  "  That  was  the  treatment, 
you  see.  Completely  worked  round,  haven't 
you?" 

"Yes,  deary,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  laying  aside 
her  shawl.  "I'm  not  nervous  any  more.  I'm 
not  a  bit  troubled  now.  I'd  go  any  where  about 
the  house  the  same  as  ever.     But — " 

"Eh!"  said  Mr.  Boffin. 

"Bat  I've  only  to  shut  my  eyes." 

"And  what  then?" 

"  Why  then,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  speaking  with 
her  eyes  closed,  and  her  left  hand  thoughtfully 
touching  her  brow,  "  then,  there  they  are  !  The 
old  man's  face,  and  it  gets  younger.  The  two 
children's  faces,  and  they  get  older.  A  face 
that  I  don't  know.     And  then  all  the  faces !" 

Opening  her  eyes  again,  and  seeing  her  hus- 
band's face  across  the  table,  she  leaned  for- 
ward to  give  it  a  pat  on  the  cheek,  and  sat 
down  to  supper,  declaring  it  to  be  the  best  face 
in  the  world. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

MINDERS   AND   RE-MINDERS. 

The  Secretary  lost  no  time  in  getting  to  work, 
and  his  vigilance  and  method  soon  set  their 
mark  on  the  Golden  Dustman's  affairs.  His 
earnestness  in  determining  to  understand  the 
length  and  breadth  and  depth  of  every  piece  of 
work  submitted  to  him  by  his  employer  was  as 
special  as  his  dispatch  in  transacting  it.  He  ac- 
cepted no  information  or  explanation  at  second- 
hand, but  made  himself  the  master  of  every 
thing  confided  to  him. 

One  part  of  the  Secretary's  conduct,  underly- 
ing all  the  rest,  might  have  been  mistrusted  by 
a  man  with  a  better  knowledge  of  men  than  the 
Golden  Dustman  had.  The  Secretary  was  as 
far  from  being  inquisitive  or  intrusive  as  Secre- 
tary, could  be,  but  nothing  less  than  a  complete 
understanding  of  the  whole  of  the  affairs  would 
content  him.  It  soon  became  apparent  (from 
the  knowledge  with  which  he  set  out)  that  he 
must  have  been  to  the  office  where  the  Harmon 
will  was  registered,  and  must  have  read  the  will. 
He  anticipated  Mr.  Boffin's  consideration  wheth- 
er he  should  be  advised  with  on  this  or  that 
topic,  by  showing  that  he  already  knew  of  it  and 
understood  it.  He  did  this  with  no  attempt  at 
concealment,  seeming  to  be  satisfied  that  it  was 
part  of  his  duty  to  have  prepared  himself  at  all 
attainable  points  for  its  utmost  discharge. 

This  might— let  it  be  repeated— liave  awak- 
ened some  little  vague  mistrust  in  a  man  more 
worldly-wise  than  the  Golden  Dustman.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Secretary  was  discerning, 
discreet,  and  silent,  though  as  zealous  as  if  the 
affairs  had  been  his  own.     He  showed  no  love 


of  patronage  or  the  command  of  money,  but  dis- 
tinctly preferred  resigning  both  to  Mr.  Boffin. 
If,  in  his  limited  sphere,  he  sought  power,  it  was 
the  power  of  knowledge ;  the  power  derivable 
from  a  perfect  comprehension  of  his  business. 

As  on  the  Secretary's  face  there  was  a  name- 
less cloud,  so  on  his  manner  there  was  a  shadow 
equally  indefinable.  It  was  not  that  he  was  em- 
barrassed, as  on  that  first  night  with  the  Wil- 
fer  family ;  he  was  habitually  unembarrassed 
now,  and  yet  the  something  remained.  It  was 
not  that  his  manner  was  bad,  as  on  that  occa- 
sion ;  it  was  now  very  good,  as  being  modest, 
gracious,  and  ready.  Yet  the  something  never 
left  it.  It  has  been  written  of  men  who  have 
undergone  a  cruel  captivity,  or  who  have  passed 
through  a  terrible  strait,  or  who  in  self-pres- 
ervation have  killed  a  defenseless  fellow-creat>- 
ure,  that  the  record  thereof  has  never  faded  from 
their  countenances  until  they  died.  Was  there 
any  such  record  here  ? 

He  established  a  temporary  office  for  himself 
iif  the  new  house,  and  all  went  well  under  his 
hand,  with  one  singular  exception.  He  mani- 
festly objected  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Bof- 
fin's solicitor.  Two  or  three  times,  when  there 
was  some  slight  occasion  for  his  doing  so,  he 
transferred  the  task  to  Mr.  Boffin  ;  and  his  eva- 
sion of  it  soon  became  so  curiously  apparent, 
that  Mr.  Boffin  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  of 
his  reluctance. 

"  It  is  so, "  the  Secretary  admitted .  "I  would 
rather  not." 

Had  he  any  personal  objection  to  Mr.  Light- 
wood  ? 

"I  don't  know  him." 

Had  he  suffered  from  lawsuits  ? 

"Not  more  than  other  men,"  was  his  short 
answer. 

Was  he  prejudiced  against  the  race  of  law- 
yers? 

"No.  But  while  I  am  in  your  employment, 
Sir,  I  would  rather  be  excused  from  going  be- 
tween the  lawyer  and  the  client.  Of  course  if 
you  press  it,  Mr.  Boffin,  I  am  ready  to  comply. 
But  I  should  take  it  as  a  great  favor  if  you  would 
not  press  it  without  urgent  occasion." 

Now,  it  could  not  be  said  that  there  ivas  urg- 
ent occasion,  for  Lightwood  retained  no  other 
affairs  in  his  hands  than  such  as  still  lingered 
and  languished  about  the  undiscovered  criminal, 
and  such  as  arose  out  of  the  purchase  of  the 
house.  Many  other  matters  that  might  have 
traveled  to  him  now  stop})ed  short  at  the  Secre- 
tary, under  whose  administration  thoy  were  far 
more  expeditiously  and  satisfactorily  disjioscd  of 
than  they  would  have  been  if  they  had  got  into 
Young  Blight's  domain,  Tiiis  the  Golden  Dust- 
man quite  understood.  Even  the  matter  immedi- 
ately in  hand  was  of  very  little  moment  as  requir- 
ing personal  appearance  on  the  Secretary's  part, 
for  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  this  : — The 
death  of  Hexam  rendering  the  sweat  of  tlic  hon- 
est man's  brow  unprofitable,  the  honest  man  had 
shufflingly  declined  to  moisten  hid  brow  for  no- 
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thing,  with  that  severe  exertion  which  is  known 
in  legal  circles  as  swearing  your  way  through  a 
stone-wall.  Consequently,  that  new  light  had 
gone  sputtering  out.  But  the  airing  of  the  old 
facts  had  led  some  one  concerned  to  suggest  that 
it  would  be  well  before  they  were  reconsigned 
to  their  gloomy  shelf — now  probably  forever — 
to  induce  or  compel  that  Mr.  Julius  Handford 
to  reappear  and  be  questioned.  And  all  traces 
of  Mr.  Julius  Handford  being  lost,  Lightwood 
now  referred  to  his  client  for  authority  to  seek 
him  through  public  advertisement. 

"Does  your  objection  go  to  writing  to  Light- 
wood,  Rokesmith?" 

''Not  in  the  least,  Sir." 

"Then  perhaps  you'll  write  him  a  line,  and 
say  he  is  free  to  do  what  he  likes.  I  don't  think 
it  promises." 

"/  don't  think  it  promises,"  said  the  Secre- 
tary. 

*'  Still,  he  may  do  what  he  likes." 

"  I  will  write  immediately.  Let  me  thank 
you  for  so  considerately  yielding  to  my  disin- 
clination. It  may  seem  less  unreasonable  if  I 
avow  to  you  that  although  I  don't  know  Mr. 
Lightwood,  I  have  a  disagreeable  association 
connected  "with  him.  It  is  not  his  fault ;  he  is 
not  at  all  to  blame  for  it,  and  does  not  even 
know  my  name." 

Mr.  Boffin  dismissed  the  matter  with  a  nod 
or  two.  The  letter  was  written,  and  next  day 
Mr.  Julius  Handford  was  advertised  for.  He 
was  requested  to  place  himself  in  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  Mortimer  Lightwood,  as  a  possi- 
ble means  of  furthering  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
a  reward  was  offered  to  any  one  acquainted 
with  his  whereabout  who  would  communicate 
the  same  to  the  said  Mr.  Mortimer  Lightwood 
at  his  office  in  the  Temple.  Every  day  for  six 
weeks  this  advertisement  appeared  at  the  head 
of  all  the  newspapers,  and  every  day  for  six 
Aveeks  the  Secretary,  when  he  saw  it,  said  to 
himself,  in  the  tone  in  which  he  had  said  to  his 
employer,  "/don't  think  it  promises  !" 

Among  his  first  occupations  the  pursuit  of 
that  orphan  Avanted  by  Mrs.  Boffin  held  a  con- 
spicuous place.  From  the  earliest  moment  of 
his  engagement  he  showed  a  particular  desire 
to  please  her,  and,  knowing  her  to  have  this 
object  at  heart,  he  followed  it  up  with  unweary- 
ing alacrity  and  interest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milvcy  had  found  their  search 
a  difficult  one.  Either  an  eligible  orphan  was 
of  the  wrong  sex  (Avhich  almost  always  happen- 
ed), or  was  too  old,  or  too  young,  or  too  sickly, 
or  too  dirty,  or  too  much  accustomed  to  the 
streets,  or  too  likely  to  run  away ;  or  it  was 
found  impossible  to  complete  the  philanthropic 
transaction  without  buying  the  orphan.  For, 
the  instant  it  became  known  that  any  body 
wanted  the  orphan,  up  started  some  affection- 
ate relative  of  the  orphan  who  put  a  price  upon 
the  orphan's  head.  The  suddenness  of  an  or- 
phan's rise  in  the  market  was  not  to  be  paral- 
leled by  the  maddest  records  of  the  Stock  Ex- 


change. He  would  be  at  five  thousand  per 
cent,  discount  out  at  nurse  making  a  mud  pie 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  (being  inquired 
for)  Avould  go  up  to  five  thousand  per  cent,  pre- 
mium before  noon.  The  market  was  "rigged" 
in  various  artful  ways.  Counterfeit  stock  got 
into  circulation.  Parents  boldly  represented 
themselves  as  dead,  and  brought  their  orphans 
with  them.  Genuine  orphan  stock  Avas  surrep- 
titiously withdrawn  from  the  market.  It  being 
announced,  by  emissaries  posted  for  the  pur- 
pose, that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mih'ey  Avere  coming 
doAvn  the  court,  orphan  scrip  Avould  be  instant- 
ly concealed,  and  production  refused,  save  on  a 
condition  usually  stated  by  the  brokers  as  "a 
gallon  of  beer."  LikcAvise,  fluctuations  of  a 
Avild  and  South-Sea  nature  were  occasioned,  by 
orphan-holders  keeping  back,  and  then  rushing 
into  the  market  a  dozen  together.  But  the 
uniform  principle  at  the  root  of  all  these  vari- 
ous operations  Avas  bargain  and  sale;  and  that 
principle  could  not  be  recognized  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Milvey. 

At  length  tidings  Avere  recciA-ed  by  the  Rev- 
erend Frank  of  a  charming  orphan  to  be  found 
at  Brentford.  One  of  the  deceased  parents  (late 
his  parishioners)  had  a  poor  AvidoAA'cd  grandmo- 
ther in  that  agreeable  toAvn,  and  she,  Mrs.  Betty 
Higden,  had  carried  off  the  orphan  Avith  mater- 
nal care,  but  could  not  afford  to  keep  him. 

The  Secretary  proposed  to  Mrs.  Boffin,  either 
to  go  down  himself  and  take  a  preliminary  sur- 
A'ey  of  this  orphan,  or  to  drive  her  doAvn,  that 
she  might  at  once  form  her  OAA-n  opinion.  Mrs. 
Boffin  preferring  the  latter  course,  they  set  off 
one  morning  in  a  hired  phaeton,  conveying  the 
hammer-headed  young  man  behind  them. 

Tho.  abode  of  Mrs.  Betty  Higden  AA^as  not  easy 
to  find,  lying  in  such  complicated  back  settle- 
ments of  muddy  Brentford  that  they  left  their 
equipage  at  the  sign  of  the  Three  Magpies,  and 
Avent  in  search  of  it  on  foot.  After  many  in- 
quiries and  defeats,  there  was  pointed  out  to 
them  in  a  lane,  a  A'ery  small  cottage  residence, 
Avith  a  board  across  the  open  doorway,  hooked 
on  to  AAiiich  board  by  the  arm-pits  AA'as  a  young 
gentleman  of  tender  years,  angling  for  mud  with 
a  headless  Avooden  horse  and  line.  In  this  young 
sportsman,  distinguished  by  a  crisply  curling  au- 
burn head  and  a  bluff  countenance,  the  Secre- 
tary descried  the  orphan. 

It  unfortunately  happened  as  they  quickened 
their  pace,  that  the  orphan,  lost  to  considera- 
tions of  personal  safety  in  the  ardor  of  the  mo- 
ment, overbalanced  himself  and  toppled  into  the 
street.  Being  an  orphan  of  a  chubby  conforma- 
tion, he  then  took  to  rolling,  and  had  rolled  into 
the  gutter  before  they  could  come  up.  From 
the  gutter  he  was  rescued  by  John  Rokesmith, 
and  thus  the  first  meeting  Avith  Mrs.  Higden  was 
inaugurated  by  the  awkAvard  circumstance  of 
their  being  in  possession — one  Avould  say  at  first 
sight  unlawful  possession — of  the  orphan,  upside 
down  and  purple  in  the  countenance.  The  board 
across  the  doorway  too,  acting  as  a  trap  equally 
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for  the  feet  of  Mrs.  Iligden  coming  out,  and  the 
feet  of  Mrs.  Boffin  and  John  Rokesmith  going 
in,  greatly  increased  the  difficulty  of  the  situa- 
tion :  to  which  the  cries  of  the  orphan  imparted 
a  lugubrious  and  inhuman  character. 

At  first,  it  was  impossible  to  explain,  on  ac- 
count of  the  orphan's  "holding  his  breath:"  a 
most  terrific  proceeding,  superinducing  in  the 
orphan  lead-color  rigidity  and  a  deadly  silence, 
com])arcd  with  which  his  cries  were  music  yield- 
ing the  height  of  enjoyment.  But  as  he  grad- 
ually recovered,  Mrs.  Boffin  gradually  introduced 
herself,  and  smiling  peace  was  gradually  wooed 
back  to  Mrs.  Betty  Higden's  home. 

It  was  then  perceived  to  be  a  small  home  with 
a  large  mangle  in  it,  at  the  handle  of  which  ma- 
chine stood  a  very  long  boy,  Avith  a  very  little 
head,  and  an  open  mouth  of  disproportionate 
capacity  that  seemed  to  assist  his  eyes  in  staring 
at  the  visitors.  In  a  corner  below  the  mangle, 
on  a  couple  of  stools,  sat  two  very  little  children : 
a  boy  and  a  girl ;  and  when  the  very  long  boy, 
in  nn  interval  of  staring,  took  a  turn  at  the  man- 
gle, it  was  alarming  to  see  how  it  lunged  itself 
at  those  two  innocents,  like  a  catapult  designed 
for  their  destruction,  harmlessly  retiring  when 
within  an  inch  of  their  heads.  The  room  was 
clean  and  neat.  It  had  a  brick  floor,  and  a 
window  of  diamond  panes,  and  a  flounce  hang- 
ing below  the  chimney-piece,  and  strings  nailed 
from  bottom  to  top  outside  the  window  on  which 
scarlet  beans  were  to  grow  in  the  coming  season 
if  the  Fates  were  propitious.  However  propi- 
tious they  might  have  been  in  the  seasons  that 
were  gone  to  Betty  Higden  in  the  matter  of 
beans,  they  had  not  been  very  favorable  in  the 
matter  of  coins  ;  for  it  was  easy  to  see  that  she 
was  poor. 

She  was  one  of  those  old  women,  was  Mrs. 
Betty  Iligden,  who  by  dint  of  an  indomitable 
purpose  and  a  strong  constitution  fight  out  many 
years,  though  each  year  has  come  with  its  new 
knock-down  blows  fresh  to  the  fight  against  herj 
wearied  by  it;  an  active  old  woman,  with  a 
bright  dark  eye  and  a  resolute  face,  yet  quite  a 
tender  creature  too;  not  a  logically-reasoning 
woman,  but  God  is  good,  and  hearts  may  count 
in  Heaven  as  high  as  heads. 

"Yes  sure  !"  said  she,  when  the  business  was 
opened,  "  Mrs.  Milvey  had  the  kindness  to  write 
to  me,  ma'am,  and  I  got  Sloppy  to  read  it.  It 
was  a  pretty  letter.     But  she's  an  affable  lady." 

The  visitors  glanced  at  the  long  boy,  who 
seemed  to  indicate  by  a  broader  stare  of  his 
mouth  and  eyes  that  in  him  Sloppy  stood  con- 
fessed. 

"For  I  ain't,  you  must  know,"  said  Betty, 
"much  of  a  hand  at  reading  writing-hand, 
though  I  can  read  my  Bible  and  most  print. 
And  I  do  love  a  newspaper.  You  mightn't  think 
it,  but  Sloppy  is  a  beautiful  reader  of  a  newspa- 
per.    He  do  the  Police  in  different  voices." 

The  visitors  again  considered  it  a  point  of 
politeness  to  look  at  Sloppy,  who,  looking  at 
them,  suddenly  threw  back  his  head,  extended 


his  mouth  to  its  utmost  width,  and  laughed  loud 
and  long.  At  this  the  two  innocents,  with  their 
brains  in  that  apparent  danger,  laughed,  and 
Mrs.  Higden  laughed,  and  the  orphan  laughed, 
and  then  the  visitors  laughed.  Which  was  more 
cheerful  than  intelligible. 

Then  Sloppy  seeming  to  be  seized  with  an  in- 
dustrious mania  or  fury,  turned  to  at  the  man- 
gle, and  impelled  it  at  the  heads  of  the  innocents 
with  such  a  creaking  and  rumbling  that  Mrs. 
Higden  stopped  him. 

"The  gentlefolks  can't  hear  themselves  speak. 
Sloppy.     Bide  a  bit,  bide  a  bit !" 

"Is  that  the  dear  child  in  your  lap?"  said 
Mrs.  Boffin. 

"Yes,  ma'am,  this  is  Johnny." 

"Johnny,  too!"  cried  Mrs.  Boffin,  turning  to 
the  Secretary  ;  "  already  Johnny !  Only  one  of 
the  two  names  left  to  give  him !  He's  a  pretty 
boy." 

With  his  chin  tucked  down  in  his  shy  child- 
ish manner,  he  was  looking  furtively  at  Mrs. 
Boffin  out  of  his  blue  eyes,  and  reaching  his  fat 
dimpled  hand  up  to  the  lips  of  the  old  woman, 
who  was  kissing  it  by  times. 

"Yes,  ma'am,  he's  a  pretty  boy,  he's  a  dear 
darling  boy,  he's  the  child  of  my  own  last  left 
daughter's  daughter.  But  she's  gone  the  way 
of  all  the  rest." 

"Those  are  not  his  brother  and  sister?"  said 
Mrs.  Boffin. 

"  Oh,  dear  no,  ma'am.    Those  are  ^Minders." 

"Minders?"  the  Secretary  repeated. 

"Left  to  be  Minded,  Sir.  I  keep  a  Minding- 
School.  I  can  take  only  three,  on  account  of 
the  Mangle.  But  I  love  children,  and  Four- 
pence  a  week  is  Four-pence.  Come  here,  Tod- 
dles and  Poddies." 

Toddles  was  the  pet-name  of  the  boy ;  Poddies 
of  the  girl.  At  their  little  unsteady  pace  they 
came  across  the  floor,  hand  in  hand,  as  if  they 
were  traversing  an  extremely  difficult  road  inter- 
sected by  brooks,  and,  when  they  had  had  their 
heads  patted  by  Mrs.  Betty  Higden,  made  lunges 
at  the  orphan,  dramatically  representing  an  at- 
tempt to  bear  him,  crowing,  into  captivity  and 
slavery.  All  the  three  children  enjoyed  this  to 
a  delightful  extent,  and  the  sympathetic  Sloppy 
again  laughed  long  and  loud.  When  it  was  dis- 
creet to  stop  the  play,  Betty  Higden  said  "Go 
to  your  seats  Toddles  and  Poddies,"  and  they 
returned  hand  in  hand  across  country,  seeming 
to  find  the  brooks  rather  swollen  by  late  rains. 

"And  Master — or  Mister — Sloppy?"  said  the 
Secretary,  in  doubt  whether  he  was  man,  boy, 
or  what. 

"A  love-child,"  returned  Betty  Iligden,  drop- 
ping her  voice ;  ' '  parents  never  known ;  found 
in  the  street.  He  was  brought  up  in  the — " 
with  a  shiver  of  repugnance,  " — the  House." 

"The  Poor-house?"  said  the  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Higden  set  that  resolute  old  face  of  hers, 
and  darkly  nodded  yes. 

"You  dislike  the  mention  of  it." 

"Dislike  the  mention  of  it?"  answered  the 
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old  woman.  "Kill  inc  sooner  than  take  me 
there.  Throw  this  pretty  child  under  cart-horses' 
tect  and  a  loaded  wagon  sooner  than  take  him 
there.  Come  to  us  and  find  us  all  a-dying,  and 
set  ft  light  to  us  all  where  we  lie,  and  let  us  all 
blaze  away  with  the  house  into  a  heap  of  cinders, 
sooner  than  move  a  corj)se  of  us  there  !" 

A  surprising  spirit  in  this  lonely  woman  after 
so  many  years  of  hard  working,  and  hard  living, 
my  Lords  and  Gentlemen  and  Honorable  Boards  I 
What  is  it  that  we  call  it  in  our  grandiose 
speeches  ?  British  independence,  rather  per- 
verted ?  Is  that,  or  something  like  it,  the  ring 
of  the  cant  ? 

"Do  I  never  read  in  the  newspapers,"  said 
the  dame,  fondling  the  child — "  God  help  me  and 
the  like  of  me ! — how  the  worn-out  people  that 
do  come  down  to  that,  get  driven  from  post  to 
pillar  and  pillar  to  post,  a-purpose  to  tire  them 
out !  Do  I  never  read  how  they  are  put  off,  put 
off,  put  off — how  they  are  grudged,  grudged, 
grudged,  the  shelter,  or  the  doctor,  or  the  drop 
of  physic,  or  the  bit  of  bread  ?  Do  I  never  read 
how  they  grow  h.eart-sick  of  it  and  give  it  up, 
after  having  let  themselves  drop  so  low,  and  how 
they  after  all  die  out  for  want  of  help  ?  Then  I 
sav,  I  hope  I  can  die  as  well  as  another,  and  I'll 
die  without  that  disgrace." 

Absolutely  impossible  my  Lords  and  Gentle- 
men and  Honorable  Boards,  by  any  stretch  of 
legislative  wisdom  to  set  these  perverse  people 
right  in  their  logic  ? 

"Johnny,  my  pretty,"  continued  old  Betty, 
caressing  the  child,  and  rather  mourning  over  it 
than  speaking  to  it,  "your  old  Granny  Betty  is 
nigher  fourscore  year  than  threescore  and  ten. 
She  never  begged  nor  had  a  penny  of  the  Union 
money  in  all  her  life.  She  paid  scot  and  she 
l)aid  lot  when  she  had  money  to  pay  ;  she  work- 
ed when  she  could,  and  she  starved  when  she 
must.  Yon  ])ray  that  your  Granny  may  have 
strength  enough  left  her  at  the  last  (she's  strong 
for  an  old  one,  Johnny),  to  get  up  from  her  bed 
and  run  and  hide  herself,  and  swown  to  death  in 
a  hole,  sooner  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  those 
Cruel  Jacks  we  read  of,  that  dodge  and  drive, 
and  worry  and  weary,  and  scorn  and  shame,  the 
decent  poor." 

A  brilliant  success,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen 
and  Honorable  Boards,  to  have  brought  it  to  this 
in  the  minds  of  the  best  of  the  poor  !  Under  sub- 
mission, might  it  be  worth  thinking  of,  at  any 
odd  time  ? 

TIjc  fri;iht  and  abhorrence  that  jNfrs.  Betty 
Higdcn  smoothed  out  of  her  strong  fj\ce  as  she 
ended  this  diversion  showed  how  seriously  she 
had  meant  it. 

"And  docs  he  work  for  you  ?"  asked  the  Sec- 
retary, gently  bringing  the  discourse  back  to 
Master  or  Mister  Sloj)py. 

"  Yes,"  said  Jk'tty,  with  a  good-humored  smile 
and  nod  of  the  head.     "And  well  too." 

"D(,cs  he  live  here?" 

"He  lives  more  here  than  any  whore.  He 
was  thought  to  be  no  better  than  a  Natural,  and 


first  come  to  me  as  a  INIinder.  I  made  interest 
with  Mr.  Blogg  the  Beadle  to  have  him  as  a 
]Minder,  seeing  him  by  chance  up  at  church,  and 
thinking  I  might  do  something  with  him.  For 
he  was  a  weak  rickety  creetur  then." 

"Is  he -called  by  his  right  name?" 

"Why,  you  see,  speaking  quite  correctly,  he 
has  no  right  name.  I  always  understood  he  took 
his  name  from  being  found  on  a  Sloppy  night." 

"He  seems  an  amiable  fellow." 

"Bless  you.  Sir,  there's  not  a  bit  of  him,"  re- 
turned Betty,  "  that's  not  amiable.  So  you  may 
judge  how  amiable  he  is,  by  running  your  eye 
along  his  heighth." 

Of  an  ungainly  make  was  Sloppy.  Too  much 
of  him  longwise,  too  little  of  him  broadwise,  and 
too  many  sharp  angles  of  him  angle-wise.  One 
of  those  shambling  male  human  creatures,  born 
to  be  indiscreetly  candid  in  the  revelation  of 
buttons  ;  every  button  he  had  about  him  glaring 
at  the  public  to  a  quite  preternatural  extent.  A 
considerable  capital  of  knee  and  elbow  and  wrist 
and  ankle  had  Sloppy,  and  he  didn't  know  .how 
to  dispose  of  it  to  the  best  advantage,  but  was 
always  investing  it  in  wrong  securities,  and  so 
getting  himself  into  embarrassed  circumstances. 
Full-Private  Number  One  in  the  Awkward  Squad 
of  the  rank  and  file  of  life  was  Slopjjy,  and  yet 
had  his  glimmering  notions  of  standing  true  to 
the  Colors. 

"And  now,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  "concerning 
Johnny." 

As  Johnny,  with  his  chin  tucked  in  and  his 
lips  pouting,  reclined  in  Betty's  lap,  concentrating 
his  blue  eyes  on  the  visitors  and  shading  them 
from  observation  with  a  dimpled  arm,  old  Betty 
took  one  of  his  fresh  fat  hands  in  her  withered 
right,  and  fell  to  gently  beating  it  on  her  with- 
ered left. 

"Yes,  ma'am.     Concerning  Johnny." 

"  If  3'ou  trust  the  dear  child  to  me,"  said  ]\Irs. 
Boffin,  with  a  face  inviting  trust,  "he  shall  have 
the  best  of  homes,  the  best  of  care,  the  best  of 
education,  the  best  of  friends.  Please  God  I 
will  be  a  true  good  mother  to  him  I" 

"  I  am  thankful  to  you,  ma'am,  and  the  dear 
child  would  be  thankful  if  he  was  old  enough  to 
understand."  Still  lightly  beating  the  little  hand 
upon  her  own.  "I  wouldn't  stand  in  the  dear 
child's  light,  not  if  I  had  all  my  life  before  me 
instead  of  a  very  little  of  it.  But  I  hope  you 
won't  take  it  ill  that  I  cleave  to  the  child  closer 
than  words  can  tell,  for  he's  the  last  living  thing 
left  me." 

"Take  it  ill,  my  dear  soul?  Is  it  likely? 
And  you  so  tender  of  him  as  to  bring  him  hump 
here  f" 

"  I  have  seen,"  said  Betty,  still  with  that  light 
beat  upon  her  hard  rough  hand,  "so  many  of 
them  on  my  lap.  And  they  are  all  gone  but  this 
one !  I  am  ashamed  to  seem  so  selfish,  but  I 
don't  really  mean  it.  It'll  be  the  making  of  his 
fortune,  and  he'll  be  a  gentlenum  when  I  am 
dead.  I — I — don't  know  what  comes  over  me. 
I_try  against  it.    Don't  notice  me !"   The  light 
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beat  stopped,  the  resolute  mouth  gave  way,  and 
the  fine  strong  old  face  broke  up  into  weakness 
and  tears. 

Now,  greatly  to  the  relief  of  the  visitors,  the 
emotional  Sloppy  no  sooner  beheld  his  patroness 
in  this  condition,  than,  throwing  back  his  head 
and  throwing  open  his  mouth,  he  lifted  up  his 
voice  and  bellowed.  This  alarming  note  of  some- 
thing wrong  instantly  terrified  Toddles  and  Pod- 
dies, who  were  no  sooner  heard  to  roar  surpris- 
ingly, than  Johnny,  curving  himself  the  wrong 
way  and  striking  out  at  Mrs.  Boffin  with  a  pair 
of  indifferent  shoes,  became  a  prey  to  despair. 
Tiie  absurdity  of  the  situation  put  its  pathos  to 
the  rout.  Mrs.  Betty  Higden  was  herself  in  a 
moment,  and  brought  them  all  to  order  with 
that  speed,  that  Sloppy,  stopping  short  in  a  poly- 
syllabic bellow,  transferred  his  energy  to  the 
mangle,  and  had  taken  several  penitential  turns 
before  he  could  be  stopped. 

"There,  there,  there!"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  al- 
most regarding  her  kind  self  as  the  most  ruthless 
of  women.  "Nothing  is  going  to  be  done.  No- 
body need  be  frightened.  We're  all  comforta- 
ble;  ain't  we,  Mrs,  Higden?" 

"  Sure  and  certain  we  are,"  returned  Betty. 

''And  there  really  is  no  hurry,  you  know," 
said  Mrs.  Boffin,  in  a  lower  voice.  "  Take  time 
to  think  of  it,  my  good  creature  !" 

"Don't  you  fear  7ne  no  more,  ma'am,"  said 
Betty.  "I  thought  of  it  for  good  yesterday.  I 
don't  know  what  come  over  me  just  now,  but 
it'll  never  come  again." 

"Well,  then;  Johnny  shall  have  more  time 
to  think  of  it,"  returned  Mrs.  Boffin  ;  "  the  pret- 
ty child  shall  have  time  to  get  used  to  it.  And 
you'll  get  him  more  used  to  it,  if  you  think  well 
of  it;  won't  you?" 

Betty  undertook  that,  cheerfully  and  readily. 

"Lor,"  cried  Mrs.  Boffin,  looking  radiantly 
about  her,  "we  want  to  make  every  body  hap- 
py, not  dismal ! — And  perhaps  you  wouldn't 
mind  letting  me  know  how  used  to  it  you  begin 
to  get,  and  how  it  all  goes  on  ?" 

"I'll  send  Sloppy,"  said  Mrs.  Higden. 

"And  this  gentleman  who  has  come  with  me 
will  pay  him  for  his  trouble,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin. 
"And  Mr.  Sloppy,  whenever  you  come  to  my 
house,  be  sure  you  never  go  away  without  hav- 
ing had  a  good  dinner  of  meat,  beer,  vegetables, 
and  pudding." 

This  still  further  brightened  the  face  of  affiurs ; 
for,  the  highly  sympathetic  Sloppy,  first  broad- 
ly staring  and  grinning,  and  then  roaring  with 
laughter.  Toddles  and  Poddies  followed  suit,  and 
Johnny  trumped  the  trick.  T  and  P  considering 
these  favorable  circumstances  for  the  resumption 
of  that  dramatic  descent  upon  Johnny,  again 
came  across-country  hand  in  hand  upon  a  buc- 
caneering expedition ;  and  this  having  been 
fought  out  in  the  chimney-corner  behind  Mrs. 
Higden's  chair,  with  great  valor  on  both  sides, 
those  desperate  pirates  returned  hand  in  hand 
to  their  stools,  across  the  dry  bed  of  a  mountain 
torrent. 


"  You  must  tell  me  what  I  can  do  for  you, 
Betty  my  friend,"  said  Mrs.  Boffin,  confidential- 
ly, "if  not  to-day,  next  time." 

"  Thank  you  all  the  same,  ma'am,  but  I  want 
nothing  for  myself.  I  can  work.  I'm  strong. 
I  can  walk  twenty  mile  if  I'm  put  to  it."  Old 
Betty  was  proud,  and  said  it  with  a  sparkle  in 
her  bright  eyes. 

"Yes,  but  there  are  some  little  comforts  that 
you  wouldn't  be  the  worse  for,"  returned  Mrs. 
Boffin.  "Bless  ye,  I  wasn't  born  a  lady  any 
more  than  you." 

"It  seems  to  me,"  said  Betty,  smiling,  "that 
you  were  a  born  lady,  and  a  true  one,  or  there 
never  was  a  lady  born.  But  I  couldn't  take 
any  thing  from  you,  my  dear.  I  never  did  take 
any  thing  from  any  one.  It  ain't  that  I'm  not 
grateful,  but  1  love  to  earn  it  better." 

"Well,  well !"  returned  Mrs.  Boffin.  "  I  only 
spoke  of  little  things,  or  I  wouldn't  have  taken 
the  liberty." 

Betty  put  her  visitor's  hand  to  her  lips,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  delicate  answer.  Won- 
derfully upright  her  figure  was,  and  wonderful- 
ly self-reliant  her  look,  as,  standing  facing  her 
visitor,  she  explained  herself  further. 

"If  I  could  have  kept  the  dear  child,  without 
the  dread  that's  always  upon  me  of  his  coming 
to  that  fate  I  have  spoken  of,  I  could  never  have 
parted  with  him,  even  to  you.  For  I  love  him, 
I  love  him,  I  love  him !  I  love  my  husband 
long  dead  and  gone,  in  him  ;  I  love  my  children 
dead  and  gone,  in  him ;  I  love  my  young  and 
hopeful  days  dead  and  gone,  in  him.  I  couldn't 
sell  that  love,  and  look  you  in  your  bright  kind 
face.  It's  a  free  gift.  I  am  in  want  of  nothing. 
When  my  strength  fails  me,  if  I  can  but  die  out 
quick  and  quiet,  I  shall  be  quite  content.  I 
have  stoo(l  between  my  dead  and  that  shame  I 
have  spoken  of,  and  it  has  been  kept  ofi'  from 
every  one  of  them.  Sewed  into  my  gown,"  with 
her  hand  upon  her  breast,  "is  just  enough  to 
lay  me  in  the  grave.  Only  see  that  it's  rightly 
spent,  so  as  I  may  rest  free  to  the  last  from  that 
cruelty  and  disgrace,  and  you'll  have  done  much 
more  than  a  little  thing  for  me,  and  all  that  in 
this  present  world  my  heart  is  set  upon." 

Mrs.  Betty  Higden's  visitor  pressed  her  hand. 
There  was  no  more  breaking  up  of  the  strong 
old  face  into  weakness.  My  Lords  and  Gentle- 
men and  Honorable  Boards,  it  really  was  as 
composed  as  our  own  faces,  and  almost  as  dig- 
nified. 

And  now,  Johnny  was  to  be  inveigled  into 
occupying  a  temporary  position  on  Mrs.  Boffin's 
lap.  It  was  not  until  he  had  been  piqued  into 
competition  with  the  two  diminutive  Minders, 
by  seeing  them  successively  raised  to  that  post 
and  retire  from  it  without  injury,  that  he  could 
be  by  any  means  induced  to  leave  Mrs.  Betty 
Higden's  skirts;  toward  which  he  exhibited, 
even  when  in  Mrs.  Boffin's  embrace,  strong 
yearnings,  spiritual  and  bodily ;  the  former  ex- 
pressed in  a  very  gloomy  visage,  the  latter  in 
extended  arms.      However,  a  general  dcscrip- 
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tion  of  the  toy-wonders  lurking  in  Mrs.  Boffin's 
house,  so  far  conciliated  this  worldly-minded 
orphan  as  to  induce  liim  to  stare  at  her  frown- 
ingly,  with  a  fist  in  his  niouth,  and  even  at  length 
to  chuckle  when  a  richly-caparisoned  horse  on 
wheels,  with  a  miraculous  gift  of  cantering  to 
cake-shops,  was  mentioned.  This  sound  being 
taken  up  by  the  Minders,  swelled  into  a  raptur- 
ous trio  which  gave  general  satisfaction. 

So  the  interview  was  considered  very  success- 
ful, and  Mrs.  Boffin  was  pleased,  and  all  were 
satisfied.  Not  least  of  all,  Sloppy,  who  under- 
took to  conduct  the  visitors  back  by  the  best  way 
to  the  Three  Magpies,  and  whom  the  hammer- 
headed  young  man  much  despised. 

This  \)\ece  of  business  thus  put  in  train,  the 
Secretary  drove  Mrs.  Boffin  back  to  the  Bower, 
and  found  employment  for  himself  at  the  new 
house  until  evening.  Whether,  when  evening 
came,  he  took  a  way  to  his  lodgings  that  led 
through  fields,  with  any  design  of  finding  Miss 
Bella  Wilfer  in  those  fields,  is  not  so  certain  as 
that  she  regularly  walked  there  at  that  hour. 

And,  moreover,  it  is  certain  that  there  she 
was. 

No  longer  in  mourning,  Miss  Bella  was  dress- 
ed in  as  pretty  colors  as  she  could  muster.  There 
is  no  denying  that  she  was  as  pretty  as  they,  and 
that  she  and  the  colors  went  very  prettily  to- 
gether. She  was  reading  as  she  walked,  and  of 
course  it  is  to  be  inferred,  from  her  showing  no 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Rokesmith's  approach,  that 
she  did  not  know  he  was  approaching. 

"  Eh  ?"  said  Miss  Bella,  raising  her  eyes  from 
her  book,  when  he  stopped  before  her.  "Oh! 
It's  you." 

"  Only  I.     A  fine  evening  !" 

"Is  it?"  said  Bella,  looking  coldly  round. 
* '  I  suppose  it  is,  now  you  mention  it.  I  have 
not  been  thinking  of  the  evening." 

"So  intent  upon  your  book?" 

"Ye-e-es,"  replied  Bella,  with  a  drawl  of  in- 
difference. 

"A  love-story,  Miss  Wilfer?" 

"Oh  dear  no,  or  I  shouldn't  be  reading  it. 
It's  more  about  money  than  any  thing  else." 

"And  does  it  say  that  money  is  better  than 
any  thing  ?" 

"Upon  my  word,"  returned  Bella,  "I  forget 
what  it  says,  but  you  can  find  out  for  yourself, 
if  you  like,  Mr.  Rokesmith.  I  don't  want  it  any 
more." 

The  Secretary  took  the  book — she  had  flutter- 
ed the  leaves  as  if  it  were  a  fan — and  walked 
beside  her. 

"  I  am  charged  with  a  message  for  you,  Miss 
Wilfer." 

"Impossible,  I  think!"  said  Bella,  with  an- 
other drawl. 

"From  Mrs.  Boffin.  She  desired  me  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  pleasure  she  has  in  finding  that 
she  will  be  ready  to  receive  you  in  another  week 
or  two  at  furthest." 

Bella  turned  her  head  toward  him,  with  her 
pretty-insolent  eyebrows  raised,  and  her  eyelids 


drooping.  As  much  as  to  say,  "How  did  you 
come  by  the  message,  pray  ?" 

"I  have  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  of 
telling  you  that  I  am  Mr.  Boffin's  Secretary  ?" 

"I  am  as  wise  as  ever,"  said  Miss  Bella, lofti- 
ly, "  for  I  don't  know  what  a  Secretary  is.  Not 
that  it  signifies." 

"Not  at  all." 

A  covert  glance  at  her  face,  as  he  walked  be- 
side her,  showed  him  that  she  had  not  expected 
his  ready  assent  to  that  proposition. 

' '  Then  are  you  going  to  be  always  there,  Mr. 
Rokesmith?"  she  inquired,  as  if  that  would  be  a 
drawback. 

"Always?  No.     Very  much  there ?  Yes." 

"Dear  me !"  drawled  Bella,  in  a  tone  of  mor- 
tification. 

"But  my  position  there  as  Secretary  will  be 
very  different  from  yours  as  guest.  You  will 
know  little  or  nothing  about  me.  I  shall  trans- 
act the  business  :  you  will  transact  the  pleasure. 
I  shall  have  my  salary  to  earn ;  you  will  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  enjoy  and  attract." 

"Attract,  Sir?"  said  Bella,  again  with  her 
eyebrows  raised,  and  her  eyelids  drooping.  "I 
don't  understand  you." 

Without  replying  on  this  point,  Mr.  Rokesmith 
went  on. 

"  Excuse  me ;  when  I  first  saw  you  in  your 
black  dress — " 

("There!"  was  Miss  Bella's  mental  excla- 
mation. "What  did  I  say  to  them  at  home? 
Every  body  noticed  that  ridiculous  mourn- 
ing.") 

"When  I  first  saw  you  in  your  black  dress,  I 
was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  that  distinction  be- 
tween yourself  and  your  family.  I  hope  it  was 
not  impertinent  to  speculate  upon  it  ?" 

"I  hope  not,  I  am  sure,"  said  Miss  Bella, 
haughtily.  "But  you  ought  to  know  best  how 
you  speculated  upon  it." 

Mr.  Rokesmith  inclined  his  head  in  a  depre- 
catory manner,  and  went  on. 

"Since  I  have  been  intrusted  with  Mr.  Bof- 
fin's affairs,  I  have  necessarily  come  to  under- 
stand the  little  mystery.  I  venture  to  remark 
that  I  feel  persuaded  that  much  of  your  loss 
may  be  repaired.  I  speak,  of  course,  merely  of 
wealth.  Miss  Wilfer.  The  loss  of  a  perfect 
stranger,  whose  worth,  or  worthlessness,  I  can 
not  estimate  —  nor  you  either  —  is  beside  the 
question.  But  this  excellent  gentleman  and 
lady  are  go  full  of  simplicity,  so  full  of  gener- 
osity, so  inclined  toward  you,  and  so  desirous 
to — how  shall  I  express  it  ? — to  make  amends 
for  their  good  fortune,  that  you  have  only  to  re- 
spond." 

As  he  watched  her  with  another  covert  look, 
he  saw  a  certain  ambitious  triumph  in  her  face 
which  no  assumed  coldness  could  conceal. 

"As  we  have  been  brought  under  one  roof 
by  an  accidental  combination  of  circumstances, 
which  oddly  extends. itself  to  the  new  relations 
before  us,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  saying 
these  few  words.     You  don't  consider  them  in- 
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trusive  I  hope  ?"  said  the  Secretaiy,  with  defer- 
ence. 

*' Really,  Mr.  Rokesmith,  I  can't  say  what 
I  consider  them,"  returned  the  young  lady. 
"They  are  perfectly  new  to  me,  and  may  be 
founded  altogether  on  your  own  imagination." 

"You  will  see." 

These  same  fields  were  opposite  the  Wilfer 
premises.  The  discreet  Mrs.  Wilfer  now  look- 
ing out  of  window  and  beholding  her  daughter 
in  conference  with  her  lodger,  instantly  tied  uj) 
her  head  and  came  out  for  a  casual  walk. 

"I  have  been  telling  Miss  Wilfer,"  said  John 
Rokesmith,  as  the  majestic  lady  came  stalking 
up,  "  that  I  have  become,  by  a  curious  chance, 
Mr.  Boffin's  Secretary  or  man  of  business." 

"I  have  not,"  returned  Mrs.  Wilfer,  waving 
her  gloves  in  her  chronic  state  of  dignity,  and 
vague  ill-usage,  "the  honor  of  any  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Boffin,  and  it  is  not  for 
me  to  congratulate  that  gentleman  on  the  ac- 
quisition he  has  made." 

"A  poor  one  enough,"  said  Rokesmith. 

"Pardon  me,"  returned  Mrs.  Wilfer,  "the 
merits  of  Mr.  Boffin  may  be  highly  distinguished 
— may  be  more  distinguished  than  the  counte- 
nance of  Mrs.  Boffin  would  imply — but  it  were 
tlie  insanity  of  humility  to  deem  him  worthy  of 
a  better  assistant." 

"You  are  very  good.  I  have  also  been  telling 
Miss  Wilfer  that  she  is  expected  very  shortly  at 
the  new  residence  in  town." 

"  Having  tacitly  consented,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer, 
with  a  grand  shrug  of  her  shoulders,  and  an- 
other wave  of  her  gloves,  "  to  my  child's  accept- 
ance of  the  proffered  attentions  of  Mrs.  Boffin, 
I  interpose  no  objection," 

Here  Miss  Bella  offered  the  remonstrance: 
"Don't  talk  nonsense,  ma,  please." 

"  Peace  !"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer. 

"  No,  ma,  I  am  not  going  to  be  made  so  ab- 
surd.    Interposing  objections!" 

"I  say,"  repeated  Mrs.  Wilfer,  with  a  vast 
access  of  grandeur,  "  that  I  am  not  going  to  in- 
terpose objections.  If  Mrs.  Boffin  (to  whose 
countenance  no  disciple  of  Lavater  could  pos- 
sibly for  a  single  moment  subscribe),"  wi*:h  a 
shiver,  "seeks  to  illuminate  her  new  residence 
in  town  with  the  attractions  of  a  child  of  mine, 
I  am  content  that  she  should  be  favored  by  the 
company  of  a  child  of  mine." 

"You  use  the  word,  ma'am,  I  have  myself 
used,"  said  Rokesmitli,  with  a  glance  at  Bella, 
"when  you  speak  of  Miss  Wilfer 's  attractions 
there." 

"Pardon  me,"  returned  Mrs.  Wilfer,  with 
dreadful  solemnity,  "but  I  had  not  finished." 

"  Pray  excuse  me." 

"I  was  about  to  say,"  pursued  Mrs.  Wilfer, 
who  clearly  had  not  had  the  faintest  idea  of  say- 
ing any  thing  more  :  "  that  when  I  use  the  term 
attractions,  I  do  so  with  the  qualification  that  I 
do  not  mean  it  in  any  way  whatever." 

The  excellent  lady  delivered  this  luminous 
elucidation  of  her  views  with  an  air  of  greatly 
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obliging  her  hearers  and  greatly  distinguishing 
herself.  Whereat  Miss  Bella  laughed  a  scorn- 
ful little  laugh  and  said  : 

"Quite  enough  about  this,  I  am  sure,  on  all 
sides.  Have  the  goodness,  Mr.  Rokesmith,  lo 
give  my  love  to  Mrs.  Boffin — " 

"Pardon  me!"  cried  Mrs.  Wilfer.  "Com- 
pliments." 

"Love!"  repeated  Bella,  with  a  little  stamp 
of  her  foot. 

"No!"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer,  monotonously. 
"Compliments." 

("Say  MissWilfer's  love,  and  Mrs.  Wilfer's 
compliments,"  the  Secretary  proposed,  as  a  com- 
promise. ) 

"And  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  come  when  she 
is  ready  for  me.     The  sooner  the  better." 

"One  last  word,  Bella,"  said  Mrs.  Wilfer, 
"before  descending  to  the  family  apartment. 
I  trust  that  as  a  child  of  mine  you  will  ever  be 
sensible  that  it  will  be  graceful  in  you,  when  as- 
sociating with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  upon  equal 
terms,  to  remember  that  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
Rokesmith,  as  your  father's  lodger,  has  a  claim 
on  your  good  word." 

The  condescension  with  which  Mrs.  Wilfer  de- 
livered this  proclamation  of  patronage  was  as 
wonderful  as  the  swiftness  with  which  the  lodger 
had  lost  caste  in  the  Secretary.  He  smiled  as 
the  mother  retired  down  stairs ;  but  his  face  fell 
as  the  daughter  followed. 

"So  insolent,  so  trivial,  so  capricious,  so  mer- 
cenary, so  careless,  so  hard  to  touch,  so  hard  to 
turn  !"  he  said,  bitterly. 

And  added  as  he  went  up  stairs.  "And  yet 
so  pretty,  so  pretty!" 

And  added  presently,  as  he  walked  to  and  fro 
in  his  room.     "  And  if  she  knew !" 

She  knew  that  he  was  shaking  the  house  by 
his  walking  to  and  fro ;  and  she  declared  it  an- 
other of  the  miseries  of  being  poor,  that  you 
couldn't  get  rid  of  a  haunting  Secretary,  stump 
— stump — stumping  overhead  in  the  dark,  like 
a  Ghost. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

A    DISMAL     SWAMP. 

And  now,  in  the  blooming  summer  days,  be- 
hold Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin  established  in  the  em- 
inently aristocratic  family  mansion,  and  behold 
all  manner  of  crawling,  creeping,  fluttering,  and 
buzzing  creatures,  attracted  by  the  gold  dust  of 
the  Golden  Dustman ! 

Foremost  among  those  leaving  cards  at  the 
eminently  aristocratic  door  before  it  is  quite 
painted  are  the  Veneerings :  out  of  breath,  one 
might  imagine,  from  the  impetuosity  of  their 
rush  to  the  eminently  aristocratic  steps.  One 
copper-plate  Mrs.  Veneering,  two  copper-plate 
Mr.  Veneerings,  and  a  connubial  copper-plate 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veneering,  requesting  the  honor 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boffin's  company  at  dinner 
with  the   utmost  Analytical  solemnities.     The 
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enchanting  Lady  Tippins  leaves  a  card.  Twem- 
low  leaves  cards.  A  tall  custard-colored  phaeton 
tooling  up  in  a  solemn  manner  leaves  four  cards, 
to  wit,  a  couple  of  Mr.  Podsnaps,  a  Mrs.  Pod- 
snap,  and  a  Miss  Podsnap.  All  the  world  and 
his  wife  and  daughter  leave  cards.  Sometimes 
the  world's  wife  has  so  many  daughters  that  her 
card  reads  rather  like  a  ^Miscellaneous  Lot  at  an 
Auction ;  comprising  Mrs.  Tapkins,  Miss  Tap- 
kins,  Miss  Frederica  Tapkins,  JNIiss  Antonina 
Tapkins,  JNIiss  Malvina  Tapkins,  and  Miss  Eu- 
phemia  Tapkins;  at  the  same  time,  the  same 
lady  leaves  the  card  of  Mrs.  Henry  George  Al- 
fred Swoshle,  nee  Tapkins:  also,  a  card,  Mrs. 
Tapkins  at  Home,  Wednesdays,  Music,  Portland 
Place. 

Miss  Bella  Wilfer  becomes  an  inmate,  for  an 
indefinite  period,  of  the  eminently  aristocratic 
dwelling.  INIrs.  Boffin  bears  Miss  Bella  away 
to  her  Milliner's  and  Dress-maker's,  and  she  gets 
beautifully  dressed.  The  Veneerings  find  with 
swift  remorse  that  they  have  omitted  to  invite 
Miss  Bella  Wilfer.  One  Mrs.  Veneering  and 
one  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Veneering  requesting  that  ad- 
ditional honor,  instantly  do  penance  in  white 
cardboard  on  the  hall  table.  Mrs.  Tapkins  like- 
wise discovers  her  omission,  and  with  prompti- 
tude repairs  it ;  for  herself,  for  Miss  Tapkins, 
for  Miss  Frederica  Tapkins,  for  Miss  Antonina 
Tapkins,  for  Miss  Malvina  Tapkins,  and  for  Miss 
Euphemia  Tapkins.  Likewise,  for  Mrs.  Henry 
George  Alfred  Swoshle,  72(fe  Tapkins.  Likewise, 
for  Mrs.  Tapkins  at  Home,  Wednesdays,  Music, 
Portland  Place. 

Tradesmen's  books  hunger,  and  tradesmen's 
mouths  water,  for  the  gold  dust  of  the  Golden 
Dustman.  As  IMrs.  Boffin  and  Miss  Wilfer  drive 
out,  or  as  Mr.  Boffin  walks  out  at  his  jog-trot 
pace,  the  fishmonger  pulls  off  his  hat  with  an 
air  of  reverence  founded  on  conviction.  His 
men  cleanse  their  fingers  on  their  woolen  aprons 
before  presuming  to  touch  their  foreheads  to  Mr. 
Boffin  or  Lady.  The  gaping  salmon  and  the 
golden  mullet  lying  on  the  slab  seem  to  turn  up 
their  eyes  sidewise,  as  they  would  turn  up  their 
hands,  if  they  had  any,  in  worshiping  admira- 
tion. The  butcher,  though  a  portly  and  a  pros- 
perous man,  doesn't  know  what  to  do  with  him- 
self, so  anxious  is  he  to  express  humility  when 
discovered  by  the  passing  Boffins  taking  the  air 
in  a  mutton  grove.  Presents  are  made  to  the 
Boffin  servants,  and  bland  strangers  with  busi- 
ness-cards meeting  said  servants  in  the  street, 
offer  hypothetical  corruption.  As,  "  Supposing 
I  was  to  be  favored  with  an  order  from  Mr.  Bof- 
fin, my  dear  friend,  it  would  be  worth  my  while" 
— to  do  a  certain  thing  that  I  hope  might  not 
prove  wholly  disagreeable  to  your  feelings. 

But  no  one  knows  so  well  as  the  Secretary, 
who  opens  and  reads  the  letters,  what  a  set  is 
made  at  the  man  marked  by  a  stroke  of  notori- 
ety. Oh  the  varieties  of  dust  for  ocular  use  of- 
fered in  exchange  for  the  gold  dust  of  the  Golden 
Dustman  !  Fifty-seven  churches  to  be  erected 
with  half-crowns,  forty-two  parsonage  houses  to 


be  repaired  with  shillings,  seven-and-twenty  or- 
gans to  be  built  with  half-pence,  twelve  hundred 
children  to  be  brought  up  on  jiostage  stamps. 
Not  that  a  half-crown,  shilling,  half-penny,  or 
postage  stamp  would  be  particularly  acceptable 
from  Mr.  Boffin,  but  that  it  is  so  obvious  he  is 
the  man  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  And  then 
the  charities,  my  Christian  brother !  And  most- 
ly in  difficulties,  yet  mostly  lavish,  too,  in  the 
expensive  articles  of  print  and  paper.  Large  fat 
private  double  letter,  sealed  with  ducal  coronet. 
"  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Esquire.  My  Dear  Sir, — 
Having  consented  to  preside  at  the  forthcoming 
Annual  Dinner  of  the  Family  Party  Fund,  and 
feeling  deeply  impressed  with  the  immense  use- 
fulness of  that  noble  Institution  and  the  great 
importance  of  its  being  supported  by  a  List  of 
Stewards  that  shall  prove  to  the  public  the  in- 
terest taken  in  it  by  popular  and  distinguished 
men,  I  have  undertaken  to  ask  you  to  become 
a  Steward  on  that  occasion.  Soliciting  your 
favorable  reply  before  the  14tli  instant,  I  am, 
INIy  Dear  Sir,  Your  faithful  Servant,  Linseed. 
P.S.  The  Steward's  fee  is  limited  to  three  Guin- 
eas." Friendly  this,  on  the  part  of  the  Dake  of 
Linseed  (and  thoughtful  in  the  postscript),  only 
lithographed  by  the  hundred  and  presenting  but 
a  pale  individuality  of  address  to  Nicodemus 
Boffin,  Esquire,  in  quite  another  hand.  It  takes 
two  noble  Earls  and  a  Viscount,  combined,  to 
inform  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Esquire,  in  an  equally 
flattering  manner,  that  an  estimable  lady  in  the 
West  of  England  has  offered  to  present  a  purse 
containing  twenty  pounds,  to  the  Society  for 
Granting  Annuities  to  Unassuming  Members  of 
the  Middle  Classes,  if  twenty  individuals  will 
previously  present  purses  of  one  hundred  pounds 
each.  And  those  benevolent  noblemen  very  kind- 
ly point  out  that  if  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Esquire, 
should  wish  to  present  two  or  more  purses,  it 
will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  design  of  the 
estimable  lady  in  the  West  of  England,  provided 
each  purse  be  coupled  with  the  name  of  some 
member  of  his  honored  and  respected  family. 

These  are  the  corporate  beggars.  But  there 
are,  besides,  the  individual  beggars;  and  how 
does  the  heart  of  the  Secretary  fail  him  when  he 
has  to  cope  with  the77i !  And  they  must  be  coped 
with  to  some  extent,  because  they  all  inclose 
documents  (they  call  their  scraps  documents; 
but  they  are,  as  to  papers  deserving  the  name, 
what  minced  veal  is  to  a  calf),  the  non-return 
of  which  would  be  their  ruin.  That  is  to  say, 
they  are  utterly  ruined  now,  but  they  would  be 
more  utterly  ruined  then.  Among  these  corre- 
spondents are  several  daughters  of  general  of- 
ficers, long  accustomed  to  every  luxury  of  life 
(except  spelling),  who  little  thought,  when  their 
gallant  fathers  waged  war  in  the  Peninsula,  that 
they  would  ever  have  to  appeal  to  those  whom 
Providence,  in  its  inscrutable  wisdom,  has  bless- 
ed with  untold  gold,  and  from  among  whom  they 
select  the  name  of  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Esquire, 
for  a  maiden  effort  in  this  wise,  understanding 
that  he  has  such  a  heart  as  never  was.     The 
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Secretary  learns,  too,  that  confidence  between 
man  and  wife  would  seem  to  obtain  but  rarely 
when  virtue  is  in  distress,  so  numerous  are  the 
wives  who  take  up  their  pens  to  ask  Mr.  Boffin 
for  money  without  the  knowledge  of  their  de- 
voted husbands,  who  would  never   perriiit-  it; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  so  numerous  arc  the 
husbands  who  take  up  their  pens  to  ask  Mr. 
Boffin  for  money  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
devoted  wives,  who  would  instantly  go  out  of 
their  senses  if  they  had  the  least  suspicion  of  the 
circumstance.     There  are  the  inspired  beggars, 
too.    These  were  sitting,  only  yesterday  evening, 
musing  over  a  fragment  of  candle  Avhich  must 
soon  go  out  and  leave  them  in  the  dark  for  the 
rest  of  their  nights,  when  surely  some  Angel 
whispered  the  name  of  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Es- 
quire, to  their  souls,  imparting  rays  of  hope,  nay 
confidence,  to  which  they  had  long  been  stran- 
gers!    Akin  to  these  ere  the  suggestively-be- 
friended beggars.     They  were  partaking  of  a 
cold   potato   and  water  by  the   flickering   and 
gloomy  light  of  a  lucifer-match,  in  their  lodg- 
ings (rent  considerably  in  arrear,  and  heartless 
landlady  threatening  expulsion  "like  a  dog"  into 
the  streets),  when  a  gifted  friend  happening  to 
look  in,  said,  "Write  immediately  to  Nicodemus 
Boffin,    Esquire,"  and  would  take   no   denial. 
There  are  the  nobly  independent  beggars  too. 
These,  in  the  days  of  their  abundance,  ever  re- 
garded gold  as  dross,  and  have  not  yet  got  over 
that  only  impediment  in  the  way  of  their  amass- 
ing wealth,  but  they  want  no  dross  from  Nico- 
demus Boffin,   Esquire ;  No,   Mr.   Boffin ;   the 
world  may  term  it  pride,  paltry  pride  if  you 
will,  but  they  wouldn't  take  it  if  you  offered  it  ; 
a  loan.  Sir — for  fourteen  weeks  to  the  day,  in- 
terest calculated  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  to  be  bestowed  upon  any  charitable  in- 
stitution you  may  name — is  all  they  want  of 
you,  and  if  you  have  the  meanness  to  refuse  it, 
count  on  being  despised  by  these  great  spirits. 
There  are  the  beggars  of  punctual  business-hab- 
its too.     These  will  make  an  end  of  themselves 
at  a  quarter  to  one  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  if  no  Post- 
office  order  is  in  the  interim  received  from  Nic- 
odemus Boffin,  Esquire ;  arriving  after  a  quarter 
to  one, P.M.  on  Tuesday,  it  need  not  be  sent,  as 
they  will  then  (having  made  an  exact  memoran- 
dum of  the  heartless  circumstances)  be  "cold  in 
death."     There  are  the  beggars  on  horseback 
too,  in  another  sense  from  the  sense  of  the  pro- 
verb.    These  are  mounted  and  ready  to  start  on 
the  highway  to  affluence.     The  goal  is  before 
them,  the  road  is  in  the  best  condition,  their 
spurs  are  on,  the  steed  is  willing,  but,  at  the 
last  moment,  for  want  of  some  special  thing — a 
clock,  a  violin,  an  astronomical  telescope,  an 
electrifying  machine — they  must  dismount  for- 
ever, unless  they  receive  its  equivalent  in  money 
from  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Esquire.     Less  given  to 
detail  are  the  beggars  who  make  sporting  ven- 
tures.    These,  usually  to  be  addressed  in  reply 
under  initials  at  a  country  post-office,  inquire  in 
feminine  hands,  Dare  one  who  can  not  disclose 


herself  to  Nicodemus  Boffin,  Esquire,  but  whose 
name  might  startle  him  were  it  revealed,  solicit 
the  immediate  advance  of  two  hundred  pounds 
from  unexpected  riches  exercising  their  no- 
blest privilege  in  the  trust  of  a  common  human- 
ity? 

In  such  a  Dismal  Swamp  does  the  new  house 
stand,  and  through  it  does  the  Secretary  daily 
struggle  breast-high.  Not  to  mention  all  tlie 
people  alive  who  have  made  inventions  that  won't 
act,  and  all  the  jobbers  who  job  in  all  the  job- 
beries jobbed  ;  though  these  may  be  regarded  as 
the  Alligators  of  the  Dismal  Swamp,  and  are  al- 
ways lying  by  to  drag  the  Golden  Dustman  un- 
der. 

But  the  old  house.  There  are  no  designs 
against  the  Golden  Dustman  there?  There  are 
no  fish  of  the  shark  tribe  in  the  Bower  waters? 
Perhaps  not.  Still,  Wegg  is  established  there, 
and  would  seem,  judged  by  his  secret  proceed- 
ings, to  cherish  a  notion  of  making  a  discovery. 
For,  when  a  man  with  a  wooden  leg  lies  prone 
on  his  stomach  to  peep  under  bedsteads;  and 
hops  up  ladders,  like  some  extinct  bird,  to  sur- 
vey the  tops  of  presses  and  cupboards ;  and  pro- 
vides himself  an  iron  rod  which  he  is  always 
poking  and  prodding  into  dust-mounds ;  the 
probability  is  that  he  expects  to  find  something. 

THE   END  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK. 

HOW  WE  FIGHT  AT  ATLANTA. 

HERE  in  the  trenches  before  Atlanta,  on 
this  15th  day  of  August,  I  propose  to  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  actual  manner  in  which  we 
fight.     AVith  us  the  pomp  and  show  of  war  has 
become  a  matter  of  poetry  rather  than  of  fact. 
We  need  no  gay  dress  or  nodding  plumes  to  in- 
spire a  soldier's  pride.    Practical  utility  is  what 
we  look  at  in  matters  of  dress  and  equipment. 
Look  at  most  of  the  pictures.    Two-thirds  of  the 
pictures  in  books  and  papers  represent  the  sol- 
diers with  enormous  knapsacks  neatly  packed ; 
officers  leading  the  charge  in  full  dress  uniform, 
with  their  sabres  waving  in  the  most  approved 
style.     Now  this  makes  a  pretty  picture ;  but 
let  me  tell  you  that  soldiers  don't  put  on  their 
well-packed  knapsacks  to  double-quick  over  a 
half  mile  of  open  ground  in  the  hot  sun  at  the 
pas  du  charge.    Limited  transportation  soon  ex- 
hausts an  officer's  stock  of  white  collars.     The 
most  elegant  dress  uniform  will  become  torn 
and  spotted,  and  the  brightly  polished  boots  will 
become  soiled  with  mud,  when  one  is  reduced 
to  marching  in  line-of-battle  through  swamps, 
thickets,  and  brier  patches,  and  then  sleeping- 
night  after  night  on  the  bare  ground  with  only 
heaven's  clouds  for  an  over-coat.   Know  ye,  then, 
ladies  all,  yonder  pretty-looking  officer,  with  his 
spotless  dress,  resplendent  with  gold  lace,  will 
present  a  very  different  spectacle  after  a  few 
months  of  campaigning.      Dusty,  ragged,  and 
unshaven,  his  appearance  is  far  more  in  accord- 
ance with  his  surroundings,  far  more  becoming      '^ 
the  earnest  fighting  man  that  you  really  sup- 
pose he  is,  than  if  he  were  arrayed  as  you  for- 
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merly  saw  him,  or  as  the  pictures  represent  him 
to  be. 

Of  course,  in  a  war  like  this,  upon  which  we 
all  entered  with  the  art  yet  to  learn,  the  science 
has  been  pro{:;resb;ive.  Each  succeeding  year 
has  devclo])cd  new  phases,  and  under  such  school- 
ing our  soldiers  are  indeed  veterans  ;  men  whom 
practice  has  perfected  in  all  tlie  mysteries  of  mil- 
itiiry  life.  Each  soldier  knows  that  where  he 
used  to  lie  u])on  his  arms  all  the  time,  in  the 
face  of  tlie  enemy,  only  seeking  cover  from  the 
shape  of  the  ground,  he  must  now  make  a  strong 
fortification,  to  enable  him  to  hold  his  position, 
and  must  arrange  it  to  stop  ])ieces  of  shell  from 
the  flank  as  well  as  bullets  from  the  front.  Had 
the  army  been  as  experienced  at  Shiloh  as  it 
is  now,  Beauregard  would  have  come  up  and 
broken  his  army  to  pieces  on  our  fortifications, 
instead  of  finding  our  whole  army  lying  exposed 
to  his  attacks  on  the  open  field.  At  Fort  Donel- 
son,  too,  where  we  had  to  attack  fortifications, 
we  ourselves  had  no  sign  of  a  work  u])0n  which 
we  could  fall  back  after  each  day's  repulse  ;  nor 
did  the  enemy  seem  to  realize  the  value  of  his 
own  works,  for  instead  of  quietly  waiting  the  at- 
tack, he  threw  away  his  army  by  fighting  out- 
side his  works. 

It  is  now  a  principle  with  us  to  fight  with 
n)Ovable  breast-works,  to  save  every  man  by  giv- 
ing him  cover,  from  which  he  may  resist  the 
tremendous  attacks  in  mass  of  the  enemy.  Thus 
at  least  we  fight  in  Georgia,  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. 

Wherever  the  army  moves,  either  in  gaining 
the  enemy's  work,  or  in  taking  up  a  new  line  of 
attack,  the  first  duty  after  the  halt  is  to  create 
defensive  fortifications — rude,  indeed,  but  effect- 
ive in  enabling  us  to  hold  our  ground  against 
any  force.  In  forming  these  field-works  every 
man  is  to  some  extent  his  own  engineer.  The 
location  of  the  line  is  selected  by  the  officers, 
and  each  regiment  fortifies  its  own  front,  each 
company  its  own  ground. 

Generally  the  situation  will  not  allow  of  fin- 
ishing the  works  at  once,  for  the  enemy  will 
probably  attack  soon  after  you  take  position, 
which  is  on  a  commanding  hill  or  some  similar 
point.  So  you  cause  a  hasty  barricade  to  be 
constructed.  The  front  rank  take  all  the  guns 
and  remain  on  the  line,  while  the  rear  rank 
goes  oft"  in  double-quick  to  collect  rails,  logs, 
rocks,  any  thing  that  can  assist  in  turning  a  hos- 
tile bullet.  These  they  place  on  the  front  of  the 
frontrank,  and  in  five  minutes  there  is  a  hasty  bar- 
ricade, bullet-proof  and  breast-high,  along  your 
whole  line;  not  a  mere  straight  work,  but  one 
varied  with  its  salients  and  re-entering  angles, 
taking  every  advantage  of  the  ground,  and  cross- 
firing  on  every  hollow.  You  can  do  this  after 
the  enemy  forms  to  charge  you,  while  he  is  feel- 
ing you  with  artillery.  Tlius  it  takes  just  five 
minutes  to  prci)are  for  an  assault;  and  you  can 
hold  your  line  against  an  attack  by  three  times 
your  number — and  that,  too,  with  but  slight 
loss  to  yourself — if  your  men  be  veteran  sol- 
diers. 


It  may  be  that  when  your  barricade  is  done 
you  have  yet  time.  Shovels  and  j)icks  are  al- 
ways carried  by  your  men,  and  to  work  they  go 
to  complete  the  frail  works.  A  ditch  is  speed- 
ily made  on  the  inside  to  stand  in.  The  earth 
is  thrown  on  the  outside  of  the  barricade,  and 
the  ditch  deeifcned,  so  that,  standing  inside,  your 
head  will  be  protected  by  the  parapet.  Thus 
you  speedily  have  a  pretty  substantial  earth-work, 
with  a  step  inside  to  stand  on  when  firing,  and 
a  ditch  to  stand  in  while  loading.  If  you  are 
in  the  woods,  you  want  to  give  range  to  your 
rifles,  and  have  all  the  ibick  undergrowth  and 
small  trees  cut  away  for  fifty  paces  in  front. 
By  felling  these  all  the  same  way,  the  bushy 
tops  all  turning  outward,  and  trimming  off"  the 
smaller  twigs  and  leaves,  and  tangling  the  tops 
together,  you  have  a  formidable  abattis,  through 
which  it  shall  be  next  to  impossible  for  a  line  to 
advance  alone,  let  alone  against  the  showers  of 
bullets  from  j-our  men  at  short  range.  This 
done,  you  can  be  making  any  amount  of  addi- 
tions to  your  work  as  you  have  time,  all  tending 
to  make  it  impregnable.  Even  after  you  have 
pronounced  the  job  finished,  your  men  will  fuss 
and  dig  and  tinker  about  the  works  to  make 
them  sure  protection.  They  have  no  notion  of 
taking  a  position,  and  then  having  it  taken  from 
them  by  a  sudden  assault.  They  will  cut  huge 
logs  eighteen  inches  through,  and  place  them  on 
the  parapet  to  protect  the  head  while  they  shoot 
through  a  space  left  between  the  log  and  the 
parapet.  They  .have  also  an  ingenious  plan  for 
preventing  these  "head-logs''  from  being  an  in- 
jury to  the  service.  Experience  has  taught 
them  that  a  cannon-ball  will  sometimes  strike 
one  of  these  hug€  logs,  and  throw  it  off"  the  para- 
pet on  to  the  troops  inside.  As  a  preventive 
skids,  or  stout  poles,  are  placed  at  equal  dis- 
tances along  the  rifle-pits,  extending  from  the 
parapet  across  the  ditch.  The  logs  being  knock- 
ed off"  the  top  of  the  breast-work  are  supposed 
to  roll  along  these  skids,  over  the  heads  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  ditch,  until  they  lodge  safely  on 
the  bank  beyond. 

The  men  will  also  amuse  themselves  with  de- 
vising some  new  entanglement  or  snare  to  annoy 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  They  drive  pali- 
sades— stakes  set  in  the  ground  with  their 
sharpened  points  directed  outward  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees,  and  so  close  together  that 
a  man  can  not  pass  between  them.  In  front 
of  the  palisade  they  jdace  a  strong  wire  so  ar- 
ranged that  it  can  not  be  seen  but  will  trip  all 
comers.  They  will  then  imagine  how  astound- 
ed will  be  the  rebels  in  charging  the  works  to  be 
suddenly  tri])ped  up  and  to  fall  forward  on  the 
sharp  palisades. 

Your  main  works  being  completed  you  can 
rest  secure,  only  putting  in  an  embrasure  for  a 
howitzer  or  tAvo  here  or  there.  These  howitzers 
are  a  fine  thing  to  repel  an  attack,  for  they  throw 
nearly  a  bucketful  of  small  balls  at  a  charge. 
Your  skirmisli  line  has,  in  the  mean  time,  forti- 
fied itself  sulficiently  for  protection,  and  can  hold 
an  attacking  column  long  enough  for  you  to  form 
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line  in  the  main  works  before  the  enemy  can  get 
there. 

One  reads  in  the  papers  of  the  assaults  on 
earth-works,  of  the  repulses,  and  yet  one  docs 
not  know  what  is  contained  in  those  words — 
"Assault  repulsed."  You  make  up  your  mind 
to  assault  the  enemy's  works.  You  have  formed 
line  of  battle,  with  a  second  and  third  line  be- 
hind you  for  support.  You  march  forth  filled 
with  the  determination  to  accomplish  the  object, 
yet  feeling  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking. 
Two  hundred  yards  brings  you  to  the  picket-line, 
and  here  the  opposition  commences.  You  dash 
across  the  space  between  the  two  lines,  you  lose 
a  few  men  ;  and  the  enemy's  pickets,  after  mak- 
ing as  much  noise  as  possible,  run  back  to  their 
main  works.  By  this  time  the  enemy  are  sure 
you  are  really  coming,  and  oi)en  on  you  with 
artillery,  besides  a  pretty  heavy  fire  of  musketry. 
This  artillery  throws  the  shell  screaming  through 
your  ranks,  producing  more  moral  than  physical 
effect,  or  throws  shrapncll  which,  bursting  in 
front,  scatter  myriads  of  small  bullets  around. 
You  commence  to  lose  men  rapidly.  The  ball 
is  opened.  "Forward,  double-quick!"  again; 
and  while  the  whole  line  of  the  enemy  open  fire 
from  behind  their  works,  your  men,  mindless  of 
this — mindless  of  the  death  intensified,  the  bul- 
lets and  the  shells,  they  dash  on  with  wild 
cheers.  The  abattis  with  its  tangled  intricacy 
of  sharpened  branches  snares  your  line.  Trip- 
ping, falling,  rising  to  fall  again,  the  men  strug- 
gle through  this  abattis.  You  get  througli  this 
abattis,  though  the  minutes  are  drawn  out  in- 
terminably, and  though  in  each  step  are  left 
brave  men  to  pay  for  the  ground.  You  get 
througli  a  part  of  you  and  still  rush  on :  the 
firing  grows  mui-e  fierce,  the  men  grow  more 
desperate.  Your  three  lines  have  been  almost 
reduced  to  one,  and  you  strike  another  line  of 
abattis.  In  this  abattis  are  the  palisades,  which 
must  be  uprooted  by  force  before  a  man  can 
pass.  You  stumble,  fall,  tear  your  flesh  on 
these  stakes,  and  must  stop  to  pull  them  up — 
stop,  when  every  instant  is  an  hour — stop,  when 
you  are  already  gasping  for  breath ;  and  here 
open  up  the  masked  batteries,  pouring  the  can- 
ister into  that  writhing,  struggling,  bleeding 
mass^ — so  close  that  the  flame  scorches,  that 
the  smoke  blinds  from  those  guns.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  your  three  lines  are  torn  to  pieces, 
and  have  to  give  back  before  the  redoubled  fire 
of  an  enemy  as  yet  uninjured  comparatively? 
And  then  the  slaughter  of  a  retreat  tJiere  !  Oft- 
entimes it  is  preferable  to  lie  down  and  take  the 
fire  there  until  night  rather  than  lose  all  by  fall- 
ing back  under  such  circumstances. 

This  war  has  demonstrated  that  earth-works 
can  be  rendered  nearly  impregnable  on  either 
side  against  direct  assault.  An  attack  on  forti- 
fied lines  must  cost  a  fearful  price,  and  should 
be  well  weighed  whether  the  cost  exceed  not  the 
gain.  This,  then,  is  what  an  assault  means — 
a  slaughter-pen,  a  charnel-house,  and  an  army 
of  weeping  mothers  and  sisters  at  home.  It  is 
inevitable.     When  an  assault  is  successful,  it  is 


to  be  hoped  that  the  public  gain  may  warrant 
the  loss  of  life  requisite.  When  it  is  repulsed 
tenfold  is  the  mourning. 

It  was  a  long  time  before  the  men  could  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  these  field-works.  They 
would  grumble  and  growl,  recalling  instances 
without  number  where  the  most  charming  little 
traps,  the  most  elegant  cross-fires,  had  been  pre- 
pared with  great  labor,  and  had  never  been  at- 
tacked. I  saw  some  men  most  beautifully  sat- 
isfied as  to  the  necessity  for  defensive  works  the 
other  day.  On  the  22d  of  July,  before  Atlanta, 
while  these  men  were  engaged  in  grumbling 
over  some  newly-finished  works  which  the  en- 
emy would  not  charge,  Hardee  struck  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps  in  flank  and  rear.  His  furious 
onset  crushed  the  flank,  and  the  Second  Brigade 
of  the  Third  Division,  to  which  these  grumblers 
belonged,  found  themselves  suddenly  forming 
the  unprotected  left  of  the  corps  and  attack  from 
the  rear  in  those  very  works  they  grumbled  so 
about  building.  When  this  attack  was  made 
they  jumped  the  works  to  the  front,  or  outside, 
and  fought  that  Avay.  This  attack  repulsed, 
they  jumped  back  and  repulsed  an  attack  from 
the  outside,  or  real  front.  Thus  they  fought, 
looking  for  all  the  world  like  a  long  line  of 
these  toy-monkeys  you  see  which  jump  over  the 
end  of  a  stick.  Thus  they  fought  for  four  long 
hours,  cut  off  from  all  commanders,  corps,  di- 
vision, and  brigade,  cut  off  from  ammunition- 
trains,  and  only  cheered  by  the  noble  example 
of  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  whose  command, 
broken  by  the  first  onset — all  except  one  brigade 
— had  rallied  behind  the  works  of  the  Third 
Division.  Firing  to  front  and  rear,  and  to  either 
flank,  they  held  their  works,  only  changing  front 
by  jumping  over  the  parapet  as  five  assaults  were 
made  upon  them,  successively  from  front,  rear, 
or  flank,  imtil  the  rebel  onset  was  checked  long 
enough  to  make  sure  the  safety  of  the  immense 
wagon-trains  already  saved  by  the  Sixteenth 
Corps, 

The  next  works  of  these  men  I  saw,  and  see- 
ing them,  laughed.  Experience  had  taught  the 
utility  of  fortifications,  and  they  fortified  not 
only  the  front,  but  facing  the  rear  and  every 
way,  so  that  they  could  hold  out  if  surrounded. 
They  were  not  going  to  be  caught  without  am- 
munition either ;  for  each  company  had  its  lit- 
tle powder-magazine  in  a  safe  place,  well  stored 
with  ammunition  gathered  from  the  battle-field. 
No  grumbling  was  heard  about  building  the 
works.  All  the  spare  time  of  the  men  was  de- 
voted to  finishing  up  their  pet  works,  standing 
off  and  regarding  the  effect  of  each  addition 
with  something  of  the  same  paternal  feeling 
that  an  artist  exhibits  in  regarding  the  power 
of  each  master-stroke  in  finishing  his  picture. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  about  hand-to-hand 
fighting.  Gallant  though  it  would  be,  and  ex- 
tremely pleasant  to  the  sensation  newspapers  to 
have  it  to  record,  yet,  unfortunately  for  gather- 
ers of  items,  it  is  of  very  rare  occurrence.  Tiiis 
year's  campaigns  have  probably  seen  more  of  it 
than  any  other  of  the  war.     When  men  can  kill 
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one  another  at  six  hundred  yards  they  generally 
would  prefer  to  do  it  at  that  distance  than  to 
come  down  to  two  paces.  StiJl  as  each  army 
grows  wiser  in  military  matters  the  fighting 
must  naturally  become  closer  and  more  despe- 
rate, and  those  who  have  the  firmest  endurance, 
the  greatest  self-control,  must  win.  This  war  is 
not  one  between  mere  military  machines  as  sol- 
diers are  in  Europe,  but  of  rational,  thinking 
beings,  fighting  with  the  highest  of  motives  on 
our  side,  and  with  the  belief  that  theirs  is  the 
highest  of  motives  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
When  such  men  are  thrown  in  deadly  personal 
contact  with  each  other  the  strife  is  deadly  in- 
deed. On  the  22d  of  July,  in  that  part  of  tlie 
battle  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  it  chanced 
that  I  saw  hand-to-hand  fighting  in  that  same 
Second  Brigade  afore  mentioned.  A  man  was 
actually  well-nigh  dismembered,  the  rebels  pull- 
ing his  feet,  to  take  him  prisoner,  and  our  boys 
pulling  his  head  to  save  him.  Men  were  bayo- 
neted, knocked  down  Avith  the  butts  of  muskets, 
and  even  fists  were  used  in  defiiult  of  better 
weapons  in  that  deadly  strife.  Officers  used 
their  dress  swords,  which  they  had  hitherto  con- 
sidered as  mere  playthings  for  the  parade,  to 
hack  down  a  troublesome  enemy.  A  rebel  col- 
onel, who  had  laid  hold  of  the  colors  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Ohio  Regiment,  was  bayoneted  by  the 
color-guard,  who  at  the  same  instant  saved  the 
colors  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Ohio,  their  bearer, 
shot  through  the  heart,  having  dropped  the  pre- 
cious flag  among  the  enemy.  Men  begged  for 
more  cartridges  as  they  would  for  bread,  and 
made  every  one  count,  as  the  horrible  sight  in 
the  ditch  testified  the  next  morning. 

So  much  for  hand-to-hand  fighting.  While 
there  are  thousands  of  sixih  brave  men  in  the 
field  our  country  can  never  go  to  ruin,  and  the 
honor  of  our  flag  will  be  upheld  against  traitors, 
enemies,  at  home  or  abroad. 

In  a  protracted  attack  like  that  on  Petersburg 
or  Atlanta,  although  not  actually  a  siege,  still 
the  operations  have  to  be  carried  on  more  or 
less  after  the  i)rinci])les  of  one.  The  works  are 
more  solid,  more  substantial,  than  mere  field- 
works.  The  men  make  their  bunks  right  be- 
hind the  works  so  as  to  be  protected  from  the 
pieces  of  shell  and  bullets.  The  parapets  are 
made  thicker  and  higher  to  resist  the  heavy  ar- 
tillery fire  of  the  enemy,  and  batteries  are  erected 
at  commanding  points  to  keep  up  a  constant  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  These  batteries  are  made  very, 
strongly,  and  are  often  casemated,  or  roofed  with 
a  heavy  bomb-proof  of  logs  and  earth.  It  is 
amusing  to  watcii  the  operations  of  these  batter- 
ies. They  are  arranged  with  the  most  consum- 
mate skill,  so  far  as  regards  position,  etc.  No 
sooner  does  a  rebel  battery  dare  to  speak  than 
you  will  hear  a  volley  from  all  the  guns  that 
can  see  it,  and  a  dozen  or  more  shells  of  every 
shajjc  and  size  will  strike  exactly  in  the  embra- 
sure of  the  liostilc  fort.  This  practice  of  con- 
centration of  fire  renders  the  enemy  exceedingly 
chary  of  using  his  guns  unless  he  thinks  he  has 
us  at  an  advantage. 


Sharp-shooters  play  an  important  part  in  the 
operations  of  our  army.  Hiding  themselves  in 
a  good  ]josition  they  soon  build  a  little  pit,  dig- 
ging with  the  bayonet  and  tin  cup,  if  they  can 
not  stand  up  to  use  a  spade,  from  which  they 
annoy  the  enemy  most  immensely.  Their  keen 
eyes  readily  detect  the  slightest  portion  of  an 
enemy  exposed,  and  they  generally  mark  it  with 
a  quick  bullet.  Many  a  trick  is  resorted  to  by 
them  to  induce  the  enemy  so  to  expose  him- 
self. Sometimes  they  will  all  raise  a  tremen- 
dous shout,  and  when  the  enemy  bob  up  to  see 
what  is  going  on  they  give  them  a  telling  volley, 
and  then  roll  over  and  kick  up  their  heels  with 
joy.  Nothing  short  of  an  actual  attack  in  force 
will  dislodge  these  sharp-shooters ;  and  it  is 
rarely  that  one  of  them  is  killed.  They  take 
the  same  pride  in  their  duty  that  a  hunter  does 
in  the  chase,  and  tally  their  victims  in  three 
separate  columns — the  "certainly,"  the  "prob- 
ably," and  the  "possibly"  killed — thinking  no 
more  of  it  than  if  it  were  not  men  they  hunt 
so  diligently.  The  enemy  also  have  efficient 
sharp-shooters  who  climb  high  trees  and  with 
their  long-range  rifles  soon  make  themselves 
felt  in  our  camps. 

Besides  the  fighting  population  of  our  camps 
there  is  a  population  constitutionally  opposed  to 
warfare  —  cooks,  ambulance  nurses,  stretcher- 
bearers,  shirks,  and  sometimes  surgeons,  who 
all  come  under  the  class  technically  called  hum- 
mers. These  are  treated  by  the  fighting  men 
with  a  sort  of  cool  contempt,  no  matter  whether 
necessity  or  inclination  keeps  them  to  the  rear, 
and  they  have  a'  hard  time.  Frequently  the 
rear  of  the  army  is  a  much  more  dangerous  lo- 
cality than  the  front  line,  for  the  missiles  pass- 
ing over  the  front  line  must  fall  somewhere,  and 
often  demoralize  whole  hosts  of  "bummers," 
who  build  miniature  fortifications  to  live  in, 
and  collect  together  in  crowds  ;  for  misery  loves 
company.  Any  favorable  ravine  thus  peopled 
immediately  becomes  denominated  "Bummer's 
Roost."  Here  they  spend  their  days  in  cooking 
for  their  nurses,  if  they  are  cooks,  or  attending 
to  their  own  business,  if  their  object  be  to  escape 
duty  and  danger.  Among  them  originate  all 
sorts  of  marvelous  reports  of  immense  success 
or  terrible  disaster.  They  always  know  just 
what  General  Sherman  said  about  the  situation 
at  any  given  time ;  and  from  them  start  many 
of  the  wild  stories  which  penetrate  the  columns 
of  our  best  papers. 

To  watch  these  cooks,  freighted  with  the 
precious  coffee  for  the  men  in  the  trenches,  as 
they  go  out  to  the  front  three  times  a  day,  is 
amusing.  From  continually  dodging  the  pass- 
ing shells  or  stray  bullets  their  forms  become 
bent  and  stooping.  As  they  api)roach  the  line, 
the  men  in  the  trenches  commence  shouting, 
"  Hey,  bummer  !  Run  quick,  bummer  !"  "A 
man  was  killed  just  there,  bummer  !"  AVitli 
such  encouragements  the  coffee  at  last  reaches 
its  destination,  and  being  distributed  among  the 
eager  men  the  bunmier  is  soon  at  liberty  to 
hurry  back  to  the  "  Roost." 
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IN   THE    LANCASHIRE    DIALECT.       BY   ALFRED   TENNYSON. 

I. 

WHEER  'asta  bean  saw  long  and  mea  liggin'  'ere  aloan  ? 
Noorsc  ?  thoort  nowt  o'  a  noorse :  whoy,  Doctor's  abeiin  an'  agoan : 
Says  that  I  moiint  'a  naw  moor  yalile :  but  I  beiint  a  fool : 
Git  ma  my  yaiil^,  for  I  bciint  a-gooin'  to  breiik  my  rule. 

n. 

Doctors,  they  knaws  nowt,  for  a  says  what's  nawways  true : 
Naw  soort  o'  koind  o'  use  to  saily  the  things  that  a  do. 
I've  'ed  my  point  o'  yaille  ivry  noight  sin'  I  bean  'ere, 
An'  I've  'ed  my  quart  ivry  market-noight  for  foorty  year. 

III. 

Parson's  a  bean  loikewoise,  an'  a  sittin  'ere  o'  my  bed. 

"Tlie  amoighty's  a  talikin  o'  you  to  'issen,  my  friend,"  a  said, 

An'  a  towd  ma  my  sins,  an's  tcithe  were  due,  an'  I  gied  it  in  bond ; 

I  done  my  duty  by  un,  as  I  'a  done  by  the  lend. 

IV. 
Larn'd  a  ma'  beii.     I  reckons  I  'annot  sa  mooch  to  larn. 
]'ut  a  cost  oop,  thot  a  did,  'boot  Bessy  Harris's  barn. 
Thof  a  knaws  I  hallus  voiited  wi'  Squoire  an'  choorch  an'  staatc, 
An'  i'  the  woost  o'  toimes  I  Avur  niver  agin  the  ratite. 

V. 

An'  I  hallus  corned  to  's  choorch  afoor  moy  Sally  wur  deiid. 
An'  'eord  un  a  bummin'  awaay  loike  a  buzzard-clock  ower  my  yead, 
An'  I  niver  knaw'd  whot  a  mean'd  but  I  thowt  a  'ad  summut  to  saliy. 
An'  I  thowt  a  said  whot  a  owt  to  'a  said  an'  I  corned  awaiiy. 

VI. 

Bessy  Harris's  barn !   tha  knaAVS  she  laiiid  it  to  me'a. 
Mowt  'a  bean,  mayhap,  for  she  wur  a  bad  un,  shea. 
'Siver,  I  kep  un,  I  kep  un,  my  lass,  tha  mun  undcrstond ; 
I  done  my  duty  by  un  as  I  'a  done  by  the  lond. 

VII. 
But  Parson  a  comes  an'  a  goos,  an'  a  says  it  elisy  an'  freeii 
"The  amoighty's  a  taakin'  o'  you  to  'issen,  my  friend,"  says  'eii. 
I  weiint  saiiy  men  be  loiars,  thof  summun  said  it  in  'aiiste : 
But  a  reads  wonn  sarmin  a  weeiik,  an'  I  'a  stubb'd  Thornabv  wa'aste. 

vm. 
D'ya  moind  the  waiiste,  my  lass  ?  naw,  naw,  tha  was  not  born  then ; 
Theer  wur  a  boggle  in  it,  I  often  'eerd  un  mysen ; 
•  Moiist  loike  a  butter-bump,  for  I  'eerd  un  aboot  an'  aboot, 
But  I  stubb'd  un  oop  wi'  the  lot,  an'  raaved  an'  rembled  un  oot. 

IX. 

Keaper's  it  wur;  fo'  they  fun  un  theer  a-la'aid  on  'is  faiice 
Doon  i'  the  woild  'enemies  afoor  I  comed  to  the  pla'ace. 
Noaks  or  Thimbleby — toner  'ed  shot  un  as  dead  as  a  naail. 
Noaks  wur  'ang'd  for  it  oop  at  'soize — but  git  ma  my  yaale. 

X. 

Dubbut  loo'ak  at  the  wa'aste :   theer  warn't  not  fe'ad  for  a  cow : 

Nowt  at  all  but  bracken  an'  fuzz,  an'  loo'ak  at  it  now — 

"Warn't  worth  nowt  a  haiicre,  an'  now  theer's  lots  o'  fead. 

Fourscore  yows  upon  it  an'  some  on  it  doon  in  se'ad.  , 
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XI. 


Nobbiit  a  bit  on  it's  left,  an'  I  mcan'd  to  'a  stnbb'd  it  at  fall, 
Done  it  ta-year  I  mciln'tl,  an'  rinnrd  plow  tlirufF  it  an'  all, 
If  godamoighty  and  parson  'ud  nobbut  let  ma  aloiin, 
JNIeii,  vvi'  liaiite  oonderd  luiiicrc  o'  Squoirc's,  an'  lond  o'  my  olin. 


XII. 


Do  godamoighty  knaw  what  a's  doing  a-taiikin'  o'  meii? 

I  beiint  wonn  as  saws  'ere  a  beiin  an'  yonder  a  pea; 

An'  Squoire  'nil  be  sa  mad  an'  all — a'  dear  a'  dear ! 

And  I  'a  monaged  for  Squoire  come  Michaelmas  thirty  year. 


XIII. 


A  mowt  'a  taiiken  Joanes,  as  'ant  a  'aapotli  o'  sense. 
Or  a  mowt  'a  taaken  Robins — a  niver  mended  a  fence : 
But  godamoighty  a  moost  taake  mea  an'  taiike  ma  now 
Wi'  'auf  the  cows  to  cauve  an'  Thovnaby  holms  to  plow! 


XIV. 


Looiik  'ow  quoloty  smoiles  when  they  sees  ma  a  passin'  by. 

Says  to  thessen  naw  doot  "  what  a  mon  a  bea  sewer-ly ! 

For  they  knaws  what  I  beiin  to  Squoire  sin'  fust  a  corned  to  the  'All 

I  done  my  duty  by  Squoire  an'  I  done  my  duty  by  all. 


XV. 


Squoire's  in  Lunnon,  an'  summun  I  reckons  'ull  'a  to  wroite, 
For  who's  to  howd  the  lond  atcr  mea  thot  muddles  ma  quoit ; 
Sartin-sewer  I  bea,  thot  a  wetint  niver  give  it  to  Joanes, 
Noither  a  moant  to  Robins — a  niver  rembles  the  stotins. 


XVI. 


But  summun  'ull  come  ater  mea  mayhap  wi'  'is  kittle  o'  stelim 
Huzzin'  an'  ma'azin'  the  blessed  fields  wi'  the  Divil's  oiin  team. 
Gin  I  mun  doy  I  mun  doy,  an'  loife  they  says  is  sweet, 
But  gin  I  mun  doy  I  mun  doy,  for  I  couldn  abcar  to  see  it. 


XVII. 


What  atta  stannin'  theer  for,  an'  doesn  bring  ma  the  yaiile? 
Doctor's  a  'tottler,  lass,  an'  a's  hallus  i'  the  owd  taale ; 
I  weiint  break  rules  for  Doctor,  a  knaws  naw  moor  nor  a  floy; 
Git  ma  my  yaiile  I  tell  tha,  an'  gin  I  mun  doy  I  mun  doy. 


Jfintitfjh}  f\tmti  nf  Ciirrnit  CuEiite. 


UNITED  STATES. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  5tli  of  September.  The 
interest  in  the  military  operations  of  the  month 
centres  about  four  topics :  the  siege  of  Petersburg, 
the  operations  in  tlie  Shenandoah  Valley,  the  siege 
of  Atlanta,  and  the  attack  on  Mol)ile. 

General  Grant  resumed  operations  against  Peters- 
burg July  21,  by  a  feint  movement  north  of  the 
James,  the  o)jject  of  Avhich  was  to  divert  Lee's  at- 
tention from  a  formidable  assault  intended  to  be 
made  on  the  fortifications  east  of  Petersburg.  For 
several  weeks  [)reparations  had  been  making  for 
this  assault,  and  by  means  of  a  ravine  within  our 
lines  Grant  liad  succeeded  in  running  a  mine  to  a 
jx/mt  just  ill  front  of  Cemeter\'  Hill,  the  salient  of 
the  Confederate  fortifications  on  this  side.  The  feint 
movement  ])roved  a  greater  success  tlian  tlic  as- 
j^ault.  General  Foster  had  held  an  important  posi- 
tion at  Deep  Bottom,  across  the  James  from  Jones 
Nock,  and  protected  on  his  flank  by  gun-boats. 
Tliifl  position  was  three  miles  above  Malvern  Hill. 


At  this  point  a  pontoon-bridge  stretched  across  the 
river.  On  Thursday,  Jul}--  21,  another  bridge  Avas 
thrown  across  below,  at  Strawberry  Plains,  and  the 
next  morning  a  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
crossed  and  held  guard  on  the  north  side.  The 
movement  succeeded  in  alarming  tlie  enemy,  and 
there  was  for  two  or  three  days  a  sharp  skirmish- 
ing. On  tlie  2r)th  the  Second  Corps  was  marched 
across,  and  a  considerable  force  of  cavalry  under 
Siieridan  and  Kautz ;  and  to  licighten  the  effect  of 
his  demonstrations  in  this  direction  Grant,  in  full 
view  of  the  enenw,  sent  the  long  wagon-train  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  across.  The  Second  Corps  was  all  on 
the  north  side  of  the  James  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
27th,  and  immediately  advanced  across  Strawberry 
Plains  against  t\w  enemy,  wlio  lay  behind  eartli- 
Avorks  half  a  mile  in  front.  Having  traversed  this 
space  under  a  severe  lire,  a  flanking  movement  was 
successfully  executed,  turning  the  enemy's  left. 
The  intrenchments  were  abandoned,  and  Miles's 
brigade,  Parlow's  division,  ciiptured  four  20-pound 
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Parrott  guns,  which  were  left  behind  in  the  em- 
brasures. 

That  night  the  Second  Corps  recrossed  the  river 
to  co-operate  in  tlie  assault,  which  was  set  for  the 
30th.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  mine  was 
exploded  at  forty  minutes  past  four  o'clock.  The 
mine  was  400  feet  in  length,  with  two  galleries ;  it 
connected  with  our  lines  by  means  of  a  covered 
way.  It  was  charged  with  eight  tons  of  powder, 
and  the  explosion  was  like  an  earthquake.  This 
Avas  the  sigtial  for  the  assault.  The  exploding  mine 
had  blown  up  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  together 
with  a  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  had  made  a 
gap  in  the  works.  Noav  a  thundering  cannonade 
opened  from  a  hundred  and  fifty  Federal  guns,  and 
the  troops  rushed  to  the  assault.  During  the  pre- 
vious night  the  line  had  been  formed  with  the  Ninth 
Corps  in  the  centre,  supported  on  the  left  by  the 
Fifth,  and  with  the  Eighteenth  massed  in  its  rear. 
Ledlie's  division,  together  with  the  Fourth,  both  of 
the  Ninth  Corps,  were  selected  for  the  storming 
party.  Ledlie's  leading  in  three  lines,  each  con- 
sisting of  a  brigade,  marched  up  into  the  crater 
formed  by  the  exi)losion.  There  was  here  a  fatal 
delay,  and  when  the  division  at  length  pushed  up 
the  crest  of  Cemetery  Hill  they  Avere  repulsed. 
Then  the  Fourth  Division,  consisting  of  colored 
troops,  folloAv^ed,  and  were  also  repulsed.  Some  of 
the  soMiers  tried  to  hold  the  crater  against  the  en- 
emy ;  others  quickly  made  their  Avay  to  the  rear. 
In  killed,  Avounded,  and  prisoners,  the  Federal  loss 
was  cstiinated  at  betAveen  fiA'e  and  six  thousand 
men.  General  Bartlett  and  his  staff,  together  Avith 
Colonel  Wild,  were  captured  in  the  engagement. 
August  3  a  truce  was  granted  by  Lee  for  the  burial 
of  the  dead  and  the  care  of  the  Avoundod.  August 
6  the  enemy  exploded  a  mine  in  front  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Corps,  but  no  injury  was  done. 

On  the  9th  an  explosion  occurred  at  Cit}' Point, 
Avhich,  although  accidental,  resulted  in  a  loss  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  Avounded.  The  acci- 
dent occurred  at  the  Avharf  a  little  before  noon,  just 
as  the  11. no  train  Avas  starting  for  the  front,  and  in 
the  foUoAving  manner :  The ./.  E.  Kendrick,  loaded 
Avith  ammunition,  Avas  lying  at  the  Avharf,  Avith  sca'- 
eral  other  barges,  and  it  Avas  in  this  boat  that  the 
explosion  took  place.  The  barges  near  by  Avere  de- 
stroyed, the  wharf  was  torn  up,  the  large  GoA^ern- 
ment  Avai'ehouse  Avas  crushed,  the  railroad  cars 
shattered,  and  the  buildings  on  the  other  side  of  the 
railroad  Avere  leveled  Avith  the  ground.  The  loss 
of  property  was  nearly  tAvo  millions. 

A  fortnight  after  the  unsuccessful  assault  on 
Petersl)urg  General  Grant  moved  again.  The  Sec- 
ond Corps  had  a  fcAV  days  prcA^ously  embarked  on 
transports,  and  on  the  12th  Avent  doAvn  the  riA'er  a 
short  distance,  but  returned  during  the  night,  and 
landed  again  on  the  nortli  side  of  the  James,  at 
Deep  Bottom.  At  Dutch  Gap,  near  this  point,  Gen- 
ei'al  Butler  was  engaged  in  digging  a  canal,  to  cut 
off  six  or  eight  miles  of  travel  around  an  aAvkward 
bend  of  the  river,  and  also  to  avoid  obstructions 
in  the  river.  This  Avork  Avas  impeded  by  an  an- 
noying fire  from  the  enemy  on  the  north  side. 
On  the  loth  also  the  Second  Corps  was  reinforced 
by  the  Tenth,  and  the  entire  command  awis  formed 
on  Foster's  right.  An  attack  was  made  on  the  en- 
emy's position,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  five  hun- 
dred prisoners,  six  cannon,  and  tAvo  mortars.  The 
Confederates  retired  to  a  stronger  position.  This 
time  Grant  appeared  to  be  in  earnest  on  the  north 
side,  and  on  the  18th  his  lines  extended  from  Dutch 


Gap  to  White  Oak  SAvamp.  While  the  Confederate 
line  was  drawn  out  to  confront  this  extension  of 
Grant's,  the  Fifth  Corps  on  the  18th  marched  to 
Keams  Station,  surprised  a  force  of  the  enemy  guard- 
ing the  Weldon  Railroad  at  that  point,  and  took 
possession  of  the  road.  About  noon  u  iwrtion  of 
Hill's  Corps  advanced  from  Petersburg  and  attacked 
Warren,  but  Avere  repulsed.  The  next  day  a  larger 
force  attacked,  and  succeeded  in  flanking  the  right 
of  Warren's  Corps ;  a  large  number  of  men  Avere 
captured,  but  the  fight  Avas  maintained  Avith  great 
tenacity  until  the  Ninth  Corps,  Avhich  had  been  held 
in  reserve,  came  up  to  the  support  of  the  Fifth.  The 
enemy  Avas  then  driven  back  over  the  ground  Avhich 
he  had  gained,  and  the  road  Avas  again  held  by  the 
Federals.  Warren's  loss  in  the  battle  is  estimated 
at  five  thousand  men.  The  Second  Corps  recrossed 
the  road  Saturday  night,  and  came  up  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth,  Avho  Avere  again  at- 
tacked on  Sunday,  the  21st,  but  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing the  enemy  and  capturing  a  large  number  of 
prisoners.  The  Confederates,  having  on  the  24th 
left  the  front  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps,  reappear- 
ed the  next  day  at  Ream's  Station  on  the  P'edoral 
fiank  and  rear,  Avhich  Avas  protected  by  only  two  di- 
A'isions — the  First  and  Second — of  Hancock's  Corps. 
These  divisions  Avere  engaged  in  destroying  the 
railroad,  and  Avere  unexpectedly  attacked.  Some 
breast-Avorks  had  been  throAvn  up  at  the  station, 
and  hero  the  Federals  aAvaitcd  attack,  their  line 
taking  the  form  of  a  crescent,  the  centre  beyond, 
and  the  right  and  left  flanks  across  the  railroad. 
Three  assaults  were  made  by  the  enemy  aiul  suc- 
cessfully repulsed.  Then  foUoAved  a  desperate 
charge.  The  Confederates  Avere  moAvn  doAvn  by 
the  musketry  from  the  breast-Avorks ;  but  they 
pushed  on,  and  the  right  centre  giA'ing  Avay  the 
Avorks  had  to  be  abandoned  by  Hancock,  Avho  Avith- 
drcAV  Avith  his  men  to  a  neighboring  Avood.  From 
this  Avood  he  made  a  successful  fially  against  the 
enemy's  flank,  but  night  coming  on  terminated  the 
scA'ere  conflict.  The  enemy  lost  heavily,  and  Han- 
cock lost  betAveen  one  and  two  thousand  taken  pris- 
oners. The  position  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps 
on  the  road  remained  undisturbed. 

In  our  last  Record  avc  brought  the  operations  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  doAvn  to  July  12,  A\hen  the 
Confederates  retreated  from  before  Washington 
across  the  Potomac.  They  were  pursued  by  Gen- 
eral AA'erill,  Avho  OA^ertook  and  fought  them  on  the 
19th,  gaining  the  A'ictoiy.  The  pursuit  was  con- 
tinued to  "Winchester,  Avhcre  Early  Avas  reinforced, 
when  Averill,  after  fighting  him  on  the  23d  and 
24th,  fell  back  to  Harper's  Ferry.  On  the  2(;th 
the  enemy  again  occupied  ^Martinsburg.  In  the 
battle  near  Winchester  the  Federal  loss  Avas  1000 
men.  Colonel  INIulligan  Avas  among  the  killed. 
On  Saturday  the  SOtli  the  Confederate  General 
M'Causland,  Avith  a  fcAV  hundred  cavalr}^,  entered 
Chambersburg,  and  on  the  refusal  of  the  citizens  to 
give  him  Aa'c  hundred  thousand  dollars  set  fire  to 
the  toAvn  in  about  fift}'-  places  at  once.  The  flight 
of  the  citizens  from  this  sudden  calamity  was  at- 
tended Avith  great  suflTering,  which  Avas  aggravated 
by  the  insolence  and  cruelty  of  the  enemy.  The 
loss  of  property  Avas  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars, 
and  more  than  twenty-fiA'e  hundred  people  lost  their 
homes.  On  the  8th  of  August  General  Sheridan 
Avas  placed  in  command  of  the  IMiddle  Military  Di- 
Ansion,  superseding  Genei*al  Hunter,  his  force  con- 
sisting at  that  time  of  the  Sixth,  Eighth,  and  Nine- 
teenth Corps,  together  with  Crook's,  Averill's,  and 
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Kelly's  commands.  -  Averill  and  Kelly  had  just 
gained  an  inijjortant  success,  and  Sheridan  pushed 
on  after  the  retreating  enemy.  On  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust a  slight  engagement  occurred  \vitli  Early's  rear 
guard.  The  pursuit  -was  continued  to  Strasburg. 
On  the  lltli  ]Mosl)y  attacked  Sheridan's  rear  at  Ber- 
ryville,  and  disturbed  his  communications.  This, 
together  -with  the  fact  that  Early  was  now  strongly 
reinforced,  led  Sheridan  to  fall  back;  on  the  21st 
his  line  extended  from  Bcrryville  to  a  position  on 
the  ]Martinsburg  pike,  General  "Wilson's  cavalry 
holding  the  advance  at  Summit  Point.  This  posi- 
tion was  on  the  raih'oad  from  Winchester  to  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  lat- 
ter, near  Charlestown.  Sheridan  was  here  attacked 
on  the  morning  of  the  2Gth,  and  was  compelled  to 
fall  back  to  the  heights  around  llalltovvn. 

General  Shemian,  after  the  battle  of  July  22, 
determined  to  transfer  his  army  to  the  west  of  At- 
lanta. On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  was  swung  around  to  the  right  of  the 
entire  army.  Major-General  0.  0.  Howard  suc- 
ceeded M'Pherson  in  the  command;  and  on  this 
account,  it  is  said,  General  Hooker  resigned  his 
command  of  the  TAventieth  Corps.  Howard's  three 
corps  now  threatened  the  Macon  Eoad.  Logan's 
corps,  the  Fifteenth,  had  the  advance,  and  had  just 
got  in  position  Avhen  a  corps  of  Hood's  army  attack- 
ed him  furiously  with  infantry  and  artillery.  The 
battle,  lasting  until  5  o'clock  p.m.,  was  fought  most- 
ly with  musketry ;  the  enemy  lost  heavily,  and  Avas 
repulsed.  At  iirst  the  event  seemed  likely  to  prove 
favorable  to  the  Confederates ;  indeed,  at  one  time 
Logan's  flank  was  almost  turned;  but  afterward 
the  tide  turned,  and  the  result  was  decidedly  a  F'ed- 
eral  success.  When  Hood  assumed  the  command 
of  the  Confederate  army  he  had  46,000  men.  It  is 
estimated  that  in  the  battles  of  the  20th,  22d,  and 
28th  his  losses  have  amounted  to  at  least  half  that 
number.  On  August  8  General  Sherman's  line  ex- 
tended from  the  Chattanooga  Railroad  to  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  INIacon  Road,  Schofield  hold- 
ing the  extreme  right.  A  dispatch  from  General 
Sherman,  dated  twenty-six  miles  south  of  Atlanta, 
on  the  morning  of  September  3,  states  that  the 
army  withdrew  from  about  Atlanta  on  the  oOth, 
and  had  made  a  break  in  the  West  Point  Road,  and 
gained  a  good  position  from  which  to  strike  the 
Macon  Road,  Howard  on  the  right  near  Jonesboro, 
Scholleld  on  the  left  a  few  miles  above  at  Rough-and- 
Ready,  and  Thomas  in  the  centre.  The  enemy 
were  strongly  posted  at  Jonesboro,  but  Sherman 
planted  his  whole  army  between  Atlanta  and  this 
outpost,  and  an  attack  made  on  the  latter,  Septem- 
ber 1,  resulted  in  its  capture  b}^  General  JelT  C. 
Davis,  with  10  guns  and  1000  prisoners.  The  en- 
emy retreated  south  to  another  station  (Lovejoy's) 
on  the  INIacon  Road,  and  were  followed.  In  the 
mean  time  Hood  at  Atlanta,  finding  himself  cut  off 
from  sui)i)lies  by  Sherman's  army,  avacuated  that 
important  strong-hold,  blowing  up  his  magazines. 
The  Twentieth  Corps,  under  General  Slocum,  im- 
mediately took  possession.  Sherman  says  that  his 
losses  will  not  exceed  1200  men,  and  that  he  has 
300  Confederate  dead,  250  wounded,  and  1500  pris- 
oners. 

On  the  27th  of  July  Stoncman  and  M'Cook  start- 
ed on  two  separate  expeditions  against  the  Macon 
Road,  after  reaching  which  it  was  designed  that 
the  two  commands  should  effect  a  junction.  Stone- 
man  passed  around  Sherman's  left  near  Stone 
Mountain,  and  ]\l'Cook  around  his  right,     Stone- 


man  met  with  determined  opposition,  was  surrounds 
ed  and  captured,  with  a  good  portion  of  his  com- 
mand. M'Cook  succeeded  in  striking  the  road  on 
the  30th,  three  miles  south  of  Fayetteville,  where 
a  depot  was  burned  and  six  mik's  of  the  road  de- 
stroyed. jNI'Cook  had  that  morning  captured  a 
large  wagon-train  near  Fayetteville.  He  Avas  noAv 
40  miles  south  of  Atlanta.  He  commenced  to  re- 
turn, passing  through  NcAvman  toAvard  the  fords  of 
the  Chattahoochee.  He  Avas  attacked  at  night  after 
crossing  WhitcAvater  Creek,  but  succeeded  in  dri\''- 
ing  back  the  enemy.  At  XcAvman  the  next  morn- 
ing he  Avas  again  attacked,  and  nearly  surrounded. 
He  succeeded,  hoAvever,  in  cutting  his  Ava}-  out  Avith 
about  1200  men.  His  loss  in  killed,  Avounded,  and 
missing  Avas  roughly  estimated  at  about  1000  men. 
These  unfortunate  expeditions  Avere  soon  after  fol- 
loAved  by  a  third  under  Kilpatrick,  Avhich  succeed- 
ed in  destroying  several  miles  of  the  railroad  and 
getting  safely  back  to  camp. 

By  Avay  of  reprisal  the  Confederate  General 
Wheeler,  on  the  14rh  of  August,  Avith  a  force  esti- 
mated A'ariously  at  betAveen  tAvo  and  five  thousand 
men,  attempted  the  interruption  of  Sherman's  com- 
munications by  an  attack  on  Dalton,  Avhich  Avas  de- 
fended by  Colonel  Siebold  Avith  four  hundred  men. 
General  Wheeler  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
place,  AA'hich  Siebold  refused.  The  latter  Avas  able 
to  maintain  the  defense  until  the  arrival  of  General 
Steadman  with  reinforcements  on  the  15th,  Avhen 
the  Confederates  Avere  forced  to  retreat. 

On  the  21st  of  August  General  Forrest,  Avithfrom 
1500  to  2000  cavalry,  succeeded  in  entering  Mem- 
phis, most  probably  with  the  design  of  capturing 
Generals  W^ashburne  and  Hurlburt,  and  of  freeing 
the  inmates  of  Irving  Prison.  In  these  objects 
they  did  not  succeed.  They  suffered  quite  hea\'ily 
in  killed  and  Avounded. 

On  tne  oth  of  August  Admiral  Farragut,  with 
fourteen  gun-boats  and  three  Monitors,  passed  be- 
tAveen  forts  Blorgan  and  Gaines  into  Mobile  Bay. 
The  fleet  had  passed  the  forts  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock.  In  passing,  the  Tecumseh,  one  of  the  Mon- 
itors, struck  a  torpedo,  and  went  doAvn  Avith  nearl}-- 
all  on  board.  Captain  Cra\'en,  commanding  the 
Monitor,  Avent  doAvn  Avith  her.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Confederate  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ram  Tennes- 
see and  three  gun-boats — the  JSelma,  Morgan,  and 
Gaines — had  joined  the  forts  in  the  attack  on  Farra- 
gut's  vessels.  The  most  formidable  A'-essel  of  the 
enem3^'s  fleet  Avas  the  ram  Tennessee.  The  Sdma  had 
been  taken,  Avith  90  prisoners,  and  the  Morgan  and 
Gaines  driven  under  the  shelter  of  the  fort,  but  the 
ram  still  remained  uninjured.  At  Farragut's  order 
the  whole  fleet  attacked  the  Tennessee,  the  iron- 
clads closing  upon  her  and  firing  their  broadsides 
into  her  port-holes.  In  this  way  Admiral  Buchan- 
an, her  commander,  Avas  wounded,  and  she  surren- 
dered, Avith  20  officers  and  120  men.  The  casualties 
on  board  the  fleet  amounted  to  129  killed  and  AAOund- 
ed.  There  are  tAvo  entrances  to  the  Bay,  viz., 
SAvash  Channel  and  Grant's  Pass.  The  former  and 
more  eastern  of  these,  between  Mobile  Point  and 
Dauphin  Island,  Avas  the  one  selected  by  Farragut. 
It  is  commanded  by  Fort  Morgan  on  the  right  and 
Gaines  on  the  left.  Fort  Gaines  surrendered  on  the 
8th,  Avith  56  ofhcers  and  818  men.  F'ort  Powell, 
Avhich  commanded  Grant's  Pass,  was  evacuated. 
On  the  23d  Fort  IMorgan,  being  iuA^ested  by  Gen- 
eral Grangei*'s  forces  on  the  land,  and  at  the  same 
time  by  Farragut's  fleet,  surrendered  Avith  a  garri- 
son of  GOO  prisoners. 
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August  4,  the  fifty-five  Federal  oflEicers  held  under 
fire  ill  Charleston  were  exchanged  for  those  which, 
as  a  retaliatory  measure,  General  Foster  had  ordered 
to  be  held  under  the  Confederate  fire  in  the  harbor. 

A  new  Confederate  privateer,  styling  herself  the 
Talldhassee^  on  tlie  11th  August,  appeared  oft"  New 
York  liarbor.  The  TalluJiassee  is  an  iron  steamer, 
with  two  smoke-stacks,  two  screws,  about  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  feet  in  length,  twenty  feet  beam, 
and  draws  about  nine  feet  of  water.  She  is  fore 
and  aft  schooner  rigged ;  mounts  three  guns,  one 
small  one  on  the  top-gullant  forecastle,  a  long  32- 
IDOunder  amidships,  and  a  24-pounder  aft.  She  car- 
ries four  waist  boats.  Iler  crew  consists  of  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  including  the  of- 
ficers. A  great  number  of  vessels,  most  of  them 
coasting  schooners,  have  been  captured  by  this  pri- 
vateer. Thirteen  vessels  were  dispatched  in  pur- 
suit by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  Democratic  National  Convention  met  at 
Chicago  on  the  29th  of  August.  Though  nominally 
a  Convention  of  the  Democratic  party,  it  was  in- 
tended to  represent  all  who  are  opposed  to  the  pres- 
ent National  Administration.  Delegates  were  pres- 
ent from  each  of  the  23  States  of  the  Union.  The 
Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  August  Bel- 
mont, who  said  that  "four  years  of  misrule  b}'  a 
sectional,  fanatical,  and  corrupt  party  had  brought 
our  country  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  The  past  and 
present  are  sufiicient  warnings  of  the  disastrous 
consequences  which  would  befall  us  if  Mr.  Lincoln's 
re-election  should  be  made  possible  by  our  want  of 
patriotism  and  unity."  The  dissensions  in  the  last 
Convention  were  one  of  the  principal  causes  which 
gave  the  reins  of  government  into  the  hands  of  the 
present  Administration,  and  tliis  Convention  was 
urged  not  to  fall  into  the  same  error,  but  to  sacrifice 
any  opinions  and  convictions  the  moment  they 
threatened  that  harmony  and  unity  of  action  which 
was  indispensable  to  success.  "  We  are  here,"  said 
]Mr.  Belmont,  "  not  as  war  Democrats  nor  as  peace 
Democrats,  but  as  citizens  of  the  great  republic." 
Mr.  Bigler,  formerly  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Senator  in  Congress,  was  chosen  as  temporary 
Chairman,  lie  said,  "The  termination  of  Dem- 
ocratic rule  in  tliis  country  was  the  end  of  the 
peaceful  relations  between  the  States  and  the  peo- 
ple. The  men  now  in  authority,  through  a  feud 
which  they  have  long  maintained  with  violent  and 
unwise  men  at  the  South,  because  of  a  blind  fanati- 
cism about  an  institution  rn  some  of  the  States,  in 
relation  to  which  they  have  no  duties  to  perforin 
and  no  responsibilities  to  bear,  are  utterly  incapable 
of  adopting  the  proper  means  to  rescue  our  country 
from  its  present  lamentable  condition." 

The  Convention  was  permanently  organized  by 
appointing  as  Chairman  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour, 
the  Governor  of  New  York.  In  his  speech  upon  as- 
suming the  chair  he  inveighed  bitterly  against  the 
present  Administration  and  the  party  now  in  power. 
"They  were,"  he  said,  "animated  by  intolerance 
and  fanaticism,  and  blinded  by  an  ignorance  of  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  the  character  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  the  condition  of  our  land.  Step  by  step 
they  have  marched  on  to  results  from  which  at  the 
onset  they  would  have  shrunk  with  horror;  and 
even  now,  when  war  has  desolated  our  land,  has 
laid  its  heavy  burdens  upon  labor,  and  when  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  overhang  us,  they  will  not  have  the 
Union  restored  except  upon  conditions  unknown  to 
the  Constitution.  They  wall  not  let  the  shedding 
of  blood  cease  even  for  a  little  time,  to  see  if  Chris- 


tian charity  or  the  wisdom  of  statesmanship  may 
not  work  out  a  method  to  save  our  country.  Thev 
will  not  even  listen  to  a  proposal  for  peace  which 
does  not  offer  what  this  Government  has  no  right  to 
ask.  This  Administration  can  not  now  save  the 
country  if  it  Avould.  It  has  placed  obstacles  in  its 
pathway  which  it  can  not  overcome.  It  has  ham- 
pered its  own  freedom  of  action  by  unconstitution- 
alities." The  failure  of  the  policy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, he  said,  was  not  due  to  any  Avant  of  courage 
or  devotion  on  the  part  of  our  soldiers ;  they  had 
done  all  that  arms  could  do ;  and  had  wise  states- 
manship secured  the  fruits  of  their  victories,  there 
would  to-day  have  been  peace  in  the  land.  "  This 
Administration,"  he  continued,  "can  not  save  the 
Union.  We  can.  AVe  demand  no  conditions  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Union.  We  are  shackled  with 
no  hates,  no  prejudices,  no  passions.  We  wish  for 
fraternal  relations  Avith  the  people  of  the  South. 
We  demand  for  them  what  we  demand  for  our- 
selves, the  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the 
States."  This  speech,  of  which  we  have  given  only 
a  few  points,  was  received  with  great  applause. 

The  I'latform  of  the  Convention  was  presented 
on  the  30th.  It  consisted  of  a  series  of  six  resolu- 
tions drawn  up  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  respective  delegations.  Mr.  Guth- 
rie, of  Kentuck}',  was  Chairman  of  this  committee, 
and  Mr.  Vallandigham,  of  Oliio,  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. We  give  an  abstract  of  this  Platform,  (quot- 
ing textually  the  two  most  important  resolutions: 

(1.)  The  party  will  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  adhere 
to  the  Union  under  the  (Jonstitution. 

(2.)  ^'■Resolved,  That  tliis  (Joiiventioii  does  explicitly 
declare,  as  the  sense  of  the  American  people,  that  after 
four  years  of  failure  to  re-^tore  the  Union  by  the  experi- 
ment of  war,  during  which,  under  the  pretent^e  of  a  mili- 
tary necessity  or  war  power  higher  than  the  Constitution, 
the  Constitution  itself  has  been  disregarded  in  every  part, 
and  public  liberty  and  private  right  alike  tioddcn  down, 
and  the  material  prosperity  of  thu  country  essentially  im- 
paired, justice,  humanity,  liberty,  and  the  public  welfare 
demand  that  immediate  efforts  be  made  for  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  with  a  view  to  an  ultimate  convention  of  all 
the  States,  or  other  peaceable  means,  to  the  end  that,  at 
the  earliest  pi'acticalDle  moment,  peace  may  be  restored 
on  the  basis  of  the  federal  Union  of  the  State-." 

(3.)  Denounces  the  interference  of  the  military  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  in  elections,  declaring  that  "a 
repetition  of  such  acts  in  the  approaching  election  Avill  be 
held  as  revolutionary,  and  resisted  with  aU  the  means  and 
power  under  our  control." 

(4.)  '■'■  Re.'^olved.,  That  the  aim  and  object  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  is  to  preserve  the  Federal  Union  and  the  rights 
of  the  States  unimpaired,  and  they  hereby  declare  that  they 
consider  the  administrative  usurpation  of  extraordinary 
and  dangerous  powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution,  the 
subversion  of  the  civil  by  military  law  in  States  not  in  in- 
surrection, the  arbitrary  military  arrest,  imprisonment,  tri- 
al, and  sentence  of  American  citizens  in  States  where  civil 
law  exists  in  full  force,  the  suppression  of  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  the  denial  of  the  right  of  asylum,  the 
open  and  avowed  disregard  of  State  rights,  the  employ- 
ment of  unusual  test-oaths,  and  the  interference  with  and 
denial  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  bear  arms,  as  calculated 
to  pi'event  a  restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  perpetuation 
of  a  government  deriving  its  just  powers  from  the  consent 
of  the  governed." 

(5.)  Denounces  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  in  re- 
spect to  our  prisoners  of  war. 

(6.)  Expresses  the  sympathy  of  the  Democratic  party 
with  our  soldiers,  and  promises  them,  in  the  event  of  its 
attaining  power,  the  care,  protection,  and  kindness  which 
they  have  so  nobly  earned. 

This  Platform  was  adopted  with  but  four  dissent- 
ing votes.  The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the 
nomination  of  candidates  for  President  and  Vice- 
President,  the  following  names  being  proposed : 
George  B.  M'Clellan,  of  Pennsylvania;  Lazarus 
W.  Powell,  of  Kentucky ;  Thomas  W.  Seymour,  of 


G72 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Connecticut;  Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire  ; 
and  Horatio  Seymour,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Powell 
declined,  savins;,  that  in  the  present  crisis  the  can- 
didate of  the  party  sliould  come  from  a  non-slave- 
holdini,'  State.  INIr.  Harris,  of  INIaryland,  in  sec- 
ondini;  the  nomination  of  Tliomas  H.  Seymour,  de- 
nounced General  M'Clellan  as  a  tyrant  who  had 
first  stricken  down  the  liberty  of  Maryland  by  or- 
dering the  arrest  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Long,  of 
Oliio,  folloM-ed  in  the  same  strain.  He  paid  that 
^I'Clellan  had  been  the  willing  instrument  of  a  cor- 
rupt and  tyrannical  Administration,  and  had  gone 
even  further  than  Lincoln  in  the  perpetration  of  ty- 
rannical measures.  Mr.  Morgan,  of  Oliio,  replied, 
defending  General  M'Clellan  for  his  arrest  of  the 
Maryland  Legislature.  A  conspiracy,  he  said,  had 
been  formed  to  procure  the  secession  of  Maryland ; 
several  members  of  the  Legislature  were  among  the 
conspirators;  and  M'Clcllan  took  the  best  meas- 
ures in  his  power  to  thwart  the  treasonable  scheme. 
Had  he  not  done  so  he  would  have  been  guilty  of 
the  vilest  treason.  A  scene  of  confusion  ensued, 
during  which  the  Convention  adjourned. 

On  the  olst  the  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  Candidates.  Governor  Seymour,  of  New  York, 
peremptorily  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used. 
The  vote  at' first  stood  162  for  INI'Clellan  and  G4  for 
all  others.  Several  delegations  then  changed  their 
votes,  and  the  result  was  202^  for  George  B.  M'Clel- 
lan,  and  23h  for  Thomas  II.  Seymour.  Delaware 
and  Maryland  voted  for  Seymour,  who  also  received 
nearly  half  the  votes  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Missouri. 
The  remaining  eighteen  States  voted  unanimously 
for  M'Clellan,  whose  nomination,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  was  made  unanimous. 

For  Vice-President  the  following  persons  were 
proposed,  who  received  on  the  first  ballot  the  number 
of  votes  appended  to  their  names :  George  H.  Pen- 
dleton, of  Ohio,  54  J  ;  Daniel  W.  Voorhees,  of  In- 
diana, 13 ;  George  W.  Cass,  of  Pennsylvania,  20 ; 
JamesGuthrie,  of  Kentuck}^  65^;  Augustus  Dodge, 
of  Iowa,  9;  James  D.  Caton,  of  Illinois,  16;  Laz- 
arus W.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  32^- ;  John  S.  Phelps, 
of  Missouri,  8.  On  the  second  ballot  the  Chairman 
of  the  New  York  delegation  said  that  this  State  hav- 
ing cast  its  33  votes  for  Mr.  Guthrie  against  liis 
wish,  would  now  vote  for  Mr.  Pendleton ;  all  the 
other  candidates  were  then  withdrawn,  and  ]Mr. 
Pendleton  was  unanimously  nominated. 
SOUTHERN  AMERICA. 

From  Mexico  wc  have  accounts  of  isolated  en- 
counters in  difierent  quarters  ;  but  the  general  cur- 
rent of  intelligence  is  favorable  to  the  new  empire. 
The  Emperor  Maximilian  has  granted  an  amnesty 
to  all  prisoners  whose  offenses  are  strictly  political ; 
other  prisoners  sentenced  by  courts-martial  to  pun- 
ishment of  more  than  ten  years'  hard  labor  or  im- 
prisonment arc  freed  from  the  excess  beyond  this. 
He  has  also  ordered  that  the  French  military  code 
shall  be  adopted  in  Mexico  as  far  as  circumstances 
permit.  The  lunperor  appears  to  be  endeavoring  to 
maintain  a  conciliatory  polic}''  and  establish  a  con- 
stitutional government,  and  has  asked  the  advice 
and  co-operation  of  notables  of  the  several  States. 
EUIiOPE. 

In  the  British  Parliament,  on  the  25th  of  Juh^  in 
reply  to  an  inquiry  from  jNlr.  Lindsay  whether  the 
Government  intended,  in  concert  with  the  other 
Euroi)can  ]»owers,  to  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  in  America,  Lord  Palmerston 
said  that  at  present  he  thought  there  was  nothing 
to  be  gained  by  intermeddling.     Assurances  have 


been  given  to  the  Frencli  Government  that  as  soon 
as  the  Emperor  Maximilian  formally  notified  the 
European  Powers  of  his  having  possession  of  the 
government  Great  Britain  will  recognize  him  as 
Emperor  of  INIexico.  The  discussion  upon  the  al- 
leged fraudulent  enlistment  of  emigrants  to  Amer- 
ica was  continued,  and  Government  was  doing  all 
in  its  power  to  obviate  the  evil.  The  emigration 
from  Ireland  had  diminished  since  Government  had 
warned  the  peasantry  of  the  sufferings  which  await- 
ed them  in  America. — Parliament  adjourned  on  the 
29th.  The  Queen's  Speech  stated  that  the  formal- 
ities having  all  been  arranged,  the  British  protect- 
orate over  the  Ionian  Islands  had  ceased,  and  these 
islands  had  been  united  with  the  Kingdom  of  Greece, 
The  revolt  among  some  of  the  New  Zealand  tribes 
had  not  been  suppressed.  The  distress  arising  from 
the  want  of  cotton  had  abated.  The  condition  of 
the  revenue  had  been  so  favorable  that  considerable 
reductions  had  been  made  in  taxes.  The  strictest 
neutrality  would  be  observed  between  the  belliger- 
ents in  America. — Experiments  on  guns,  shot,  and 
armor  are  being  zealously  prosecuted.  By  the  lat- 
est results  a  target  of  6  inches  of  iron  and  29/  inch- 
es of  oak  was  penetrated  by  220-pound  steel  bolts, 
and  4^  inches  of  iron  was  shown  to  be  no  protection 
against  100-pound  steel  shot.  Shot  of  chilled  cast 
iron  of  100  pounds  were  sent  clear  through  4=,  inch- 
es of  solid  iron,  deep  into  tlie  wooden  backing.  It 
was  supposed  that  with  heavier  iron  shot  the  back- 
ing would  also  have  been  penetrated.  These  chill- 
ed iron  shot,  after  passing  thiough  the  iron  armor, 
break  up  into  fragments  of  a  few  ounces,  so  that 
they  combine  the  properties  of  steel  shot  and  of  the 
most  explosive  shells.  These  iron  shot  cost  only 
one-twentieth  as  much  as  steel  ones. — Three  men 
have  been  tried,  convicted,  and  fined  £150  for  pro- 
curing men  to  enlist  on  board  the  Confederate  steam- 
er llcqipahannoclc. — Orders  have  been  issued  that  no 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent 
powers  in  North  America  shall  be  allowed  to  enter- 
any  of  the  British  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dis- 
mantled and  sold. — From  a  telegram  dated  London, 
August  25,  we  learn  that  the  United  States  frigate 
Niagara  had  captured  the  privateer  Georgia  twenty 
miles  off  Lisbon,  had  landed  her  captain  and  creAV 
at  Dover,  and  dispatched  the  vessel  to  New  York. 
The  Georgia  at  the  time  of  her  capture  was  sailing 
under  the  British  flag. 

The  last  scene  in  the  Polish  insurrection  was  en- 
acted on  the  5th  of  August  by  the  execution  of  five 
of  the  most  prominent  leaders.  These  were  Ivomu- 
ald  Trangut,  the  recognized  chief  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  Paphael  Krajewski,  Joseph  Toczyski,  Ro- 
man Zulinski,  and  Johann  Jeziranski,  heads  of 
different  departments.  Twenty-two  men  and  four 
women  had  been  sentenced  to  death  by  the  military 
tribunals,  but  the  Vicero}^  commuted  the  punish- 
ment of  seventeen  of  the  men  and  all  of  the  women 
to  banishment  in  Siberia  for  longer  or  shorter  pe- 
riods. 

The  Danish  war  has  ended.  The  Danish  King, 
by  an  agreement  signed  on  the  1st  of  August,  cedes 
to  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
all  his  rights  to  the  Duchies  of  Schleswig-IIolstein 
and  Lauenburg.  Li  order  to  simplify  the  boundary 
certain  exchanges  of  territory  arc  made,  the  lines  to 
be  settled  by  a  definitive  treat}-^  of  peace.  Provision 
is  made  in  this  agreement  for  the  debt  of  the  kingr 
dom ;  the  Duchies  to  pay  the  war  expenses  of  the 
Allied  Powers.  Denmark  thus  loses  about  one- 
third  of  her  population. 


(iMnfn  ^m\]  Cliair. 


THE  Easy  Chair  presents  its  most  humble  com- 
pliments to  its  friends,  and  begs  to  repeat  what 
it  has  said  very  often,  that  it  is  not  its  province  to 
decide  upon  the  acceptability  of  communications  for 
the  Magazine.  They  shoidd  be  addressed  simply 
to  the  Editor  or  to  the  Publishers,  and  they  will  re- 
ceive the  most  courteous  consideration.  If  sent  to 
the  Easy  Chair  it  merely  hands  them  over  to  Rhad- 
amanthus  Niemand,  LL.D.,  the  pcrfecth'  accom- 
plished editor;  and  Dr.  Niemand  does  not  regard 
them  with  the  least  increase  of  favor  because  they 
come  through  the  hands  of  the  Easy  Chair.  Nor  is 
any  thing  gained  in  the  Avay  of  especial  recommend- 
ation by  intrusting  them  to  the  Easy  Chair,  for  Dr. 
Niemand  always  puts  it  upon  its  honor — "  Have 
you  read  this,  and  is  it  good?"  is  the  terrible  ques- 
tion of  Dr.  Niemand.  And  if  the  abashed  Chair, 
hoping  to  save  some  doubtful,  trembling  candidate, 
hesitates  in  its  reply,  there  comes  the  final  inquiry, 
"If  you  were  Editor  would  you  accept  it?" 

Now  the  Easy  Chair,  being  by  nature,  and  it 
hopes  in  practice,  an  honest  piece  of  furniture,  and 
being  thus  specially  put  upon  its  honor,  must  an- 
swer truthfully,  if  it  is  in  a  position  to  answer  at  all : 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  would  be  obliged 
to  sa}',  "  Since  you  put  the  matter  in  that  shape, 
Dr.  Niemand,  if  1  were  in  yonr  ];laco — which  thank 
Heaven  I  am  not — I  should  not  accept  the  article." 
"\Vher»upon  the  Doctor  makes  answer,  ''  Since  you 
have  read  the  article,  Mr.  E.  C,  and  do  not  think 
it  available,  I  will  decline  it.  Your  unfavorable 
judgment  decides  the  matter." 

But  suppose,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Easy  Chair 
can  conscientiously  say,  ''I  think  I  should  accept 
this  article,"  it  only  means  that  it  thinks  it  among 
the  best  that  have  come  into  its  arms.  It  can  know 
nothing  of  the  other  hundreds  that  fill  the  pigeon- 
holes in  the  Editor's  sanctum.  He  receives  a  score 
where  the  Chair  receives  one,  and  by  the  simple 
doctrine  of  chances  it  is  probable  that  he  has  just 
twenty  times  as  many  good  ones.  Whether  the  two 
or  three  best  will  l)e  found  among  the  Chair's  live  or 
the  PMitor's  hundred,  the  latter  functionary  must 
decide.  Thus  while  the  Chair's  unfavorable  opin- 
ion, supposing  it  given,  is  decisive  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  a  jNIS.,  its  favorable  opinion  is  not  at 
all  practically  decisive  in  favor  of  acceptance.  The 
Easy  Chair  confides  in  the  good  nature  of  its  friends, 
especially  as  they  must  see  that  their  interest  is  not 
served  by  the  application  tlirough  it :  for  R.  N.  may 
very  possibly  accept  a  paper  which  E.  C.  would  de- 
cline ;  but  he  can  not  accept  any  article  because 
E.  C.  thinks  it  good.  The  Easy  Chair  can  there- 
fore best  serve  its  friends  by  not  reading  the  MSS. 
sent  to  it;  so  that  when  R.  N.  asks,  "Have  you 
read  this  MS.,  and  would  you  accept  it?"  E.  C.  can 
answer,  "I  have  not  read  it,  and  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  you." 

Taking  advantage,  therefore,  of  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Niemand,  who  is  at  present  rusticating  at  the 
Elysian  Fields,  Hoboken,  the  Easy  Chair  ventures 
upon  this  loud  whisper  to  its  friends :  Take  or  send 
your  manuscripts  quietly  to  the  Editor  or  the  Pub- 
lishers, at  their  office,  not  at  their  houses. 


Now  that  the  sage  of  Brooklyn  Heights  has  be- 
come the  late  and  lamented,  the  v^^eather,  and  es- 
pecially his  favorite  "hrated  term,"  has  been  play- 
ing all  manner  of  pranks.     In  truth,  it  has  been 


gamboling  without  reason.  Seven  continuous  weeks 
of  heated  term  without  a  friendly  shower  is  an  ardor 
more  passionate  than  pleasant.  A  lurid  sun  burn- 
ing in  a  brassy  sky  at  morning,  a  mist  as  of  per- 
spiring brass  during  the  day,  and  a  brassy  moon 
setting  spectrally  at  evening  are  phenomena  from 
Avliich  we  should  probably  have  been  spared  could 
we  only  have  retained  PI  M,,  the  genial  monitor  of 
the  weather.  But  he  is  gone,  and  apparentU'  all 
our  clouds  and  calculations  are  gone  with  him. 
There  Avere  many  curious-looking  people  to  be  seen 
strolling  upon  the  Battery  during  the  intolerable 
dryness  of  the  mid-summer.  Their  eyes  were  fixed 
upon  the  Heights  beyond  the  East  River,  and  could 
their  parched  tongues  and  lips  have  articulated  we 
should  probably  have  heard  them  adjuring  the 
weather-clerk  to  come  again  as  the  poet  said  Queen 
Guinevere  came — 

'•  In  a  punlit  fall  of  rain." 
But  E.  M.  has  gone,  and  with  him  all  the  stabilit}'- 
of  the  seasons. 

Yet  the  great  city  seemed  never  so  full  as  when 
it  was  hottest.  Indeed,  if  Grant  had  onW  closed 
Nassau  and  Wall  streets  at  both  ends  a  dozen  times 
in  one  day  he  might  have  filled  his  wasted  ranks 
Aviih  ease,  and  the  Avork  have  been  accomplished. 
An  indolent  Easy  Chair  rolling  along  looked  in 
A'ain  for  the  grass  that  Avas  to  spring  betAveen  the 
paA'ements.  Indeed,  no  steed  but  Pegasus  could 
be  safeh^  fed  upon  the  hay  cut  this  summer  in 
BroadAvay  betAveen  the  BoAvling  Green  and  Union 
Square.  Such  streams  of  life  coursing  through  the 
hot  channels  of  the  city  and  almost  choking  them  ! 
Such  fierce  eagerness ;  such  doubt,  hope,  despair ; 
such  a  motley  crcAv — boys  and  girls,  men  and  avo- 
men,  Don  Quixote,  Hamlet,  Squire  Western,  Fagin, 
and  Isaac  of  York,  jostling,  hurrying,  muttering, 
scoAA'ling,  smiling,  grimacing,  cursing — all  elbow- 
ing on  to  make  money,  to  lose  it,  stretching  out  to 
seize  the  prize,  grinning,  and  dropping  dead.  "  Dust 
we  are :  to  dust  Ave  must  return ;"  and  in  sad  and 
ludicrous  truth,  all  hurrying  from  the  grave  back 
again  to  our  precious  dust. 

So  the  Easy  Chair  got  upon  wheels  and  rolled 
off  into  the  Connecticut  Valley.  The  serene  pas- 
toral scenery  of  this  region  has  the  kind  of  com- 
pleteness and  elegance  that  is  ahvays  associated 
with  the  English  landscape.  The  gentle  Avinding 
riA'er,  the  graceful  hills,  which  are  mountains  by 
courtesy,  the  broad  luxuriant  meadows,  the  fertile 
fields,  the  drooping,  generous,  single  trees  and 
pretty  clustering  groA'^es,  the  neat,  thrifty  villages, 
the  uniA'^ersal  luxuriant  tranquillity,  leave  a  soft 
picture  in  the  memory  and  imagination  of  which 
they  are  ncA'er  Aveary. 

But  the  traveler  of  to-day  presently  obserA'es  an 
increasing  crop  in  the  peaceful  A^alley,  AA'hich  the 
luckless  Puritan  farmers  of  Deerfield  Avere  not  cul- 
tivating when  the  Indians  came  Avhooping  doAvn 
upon  them  from  the  hills.  Nor  did  the  traveler  of 
tAventy  years  ago  observe  it.  It  is  a  very  neat  crop, 
regularly  planted  and  carefully  tilled — the  most 
useless  and  the  most  profitable  crop,  for  its  extent, 
in  the  valley.  For  it  is  that  "  good  creature"  to- 
bacco. As  we  rumbled  and  Avhizzed  through  the 
teeming  fields  the  meditative  Easy  Chair  could  not 
but  reflect  hoAv  man,  the  king,  subordinates  every 
thing  to  the  indulgence  of  a  Avhim,  or  a  triA'ial  or 
even  pernicious   habit.     Smoking,  at  least,  is  a 
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vice  which  has  the  full  benefit  of  clergy ;  nor  does  the 
Eas}'  Chair  mean  to  deny  tlie  solace  of  jNIiltoa's  pipe, 
or  of  the  weed  that  Sir  Walter  Kaleigh  "drank." 
Whoever  chooses  to  fight  under  that  dreary  old  pe- 
dant James  may  do  so,  and  Mow  out  as  many  pipes 
as  possible.  But  the  interesting  fact  is,  that,  after 
all  the  moral  and  sanitary  tornadoes  that  have  burst 
upon  the  lazy  fire  that  burns  at  the  human  mouth, 
it  still  burns  on,  and  the  most  Puritan  fields  are 
gradually  coming  to  pay  tribute  to  it.  There  is 
unquestionably  something  pleasantly  Catholic  in 
the  spectacle  of  a  man  seating  himself  comfortably 
and  reading  placidly  through  the  fumes  of  his  to- 
bacco the  last  tremendous  onslaught  upon  it  in  the 
Magazine  or  the  medical  journal.  With  what  ur- 
banity the  smoker  regards  Poor  Richard's  statement 
that  tAvo  cigars  a  day  is  seventy  cents  a  week — or 
two  dollars  and  eighty  cents  a  month,  which  is 
thirty -six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  year;  and 
that  for  thirty- six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  year 
innumerable  and  incalculable  benefits  might  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  human  family — and  you,  dear  Sir, 
you,  with  an  immortal  soul,  saved  from  this  beast- 
ly, filthy,  nasty,  disgusting  habit,  conducive  to 
blindness,  paralysis,  epilepsy,  catalepsy,  bad  breath, 
and  an  early  gi'ave.  Certainly  there  never  were 
such  admirable  and  prolonged  arguments  that  end- 
ed so  absolutely  in  smoke. 

Poor  Richard  and  the  moral  censor  might  cer- 
tainly hope  and  expect  that  the  remorseless,  hy- 
drostatic pressure  of  the  new  tax-bills  upon  to- 
bacco would  reduce  its  use  ;  but  alas  !  it  will  be 
found  probably  merely  to  have  stimulated  the  domes- 
tic growth,  and  to  have  changed  the  foreign  supply. 
There  are  men  still  among  us  who  remember  when, 
in  their  golden  youth,  the  best  Ilavanas  could  be 
readily  bought  for  twenty-five  dollars  a  thousand, 
which,  as  Poor  Richard  will  at  once  see,  would  have 
allowed  two  cigars  daily  and  an  extra  one  on  Sun- 
days. Such  men  must  be  pai'doned  for  thinking 
that  the  world  has  changed  for  the  worse.  As  the 
price  has  risen,  however,  the  result  has  been  not 
W'hat  P.  R.  would  have  wished,  but  the  source  of 
supply  has  been  changed.  Twenty  years  ago  a 
cheroot  was  occasionally  smoked  by  a  China  trad- 
er. It  w^as  not  a  very  pleasant  smoke ;  but  within 
a  few  years  the  import  and  supply  of  Manilla  cigars, 
to  replace  the  Havanas,  which  the  increasing  price 
had  rendered  more  inaccessible,  lias  been  enormous. 
And  that  the  deleterious  tobacco  supply  may  not 
fail,  the  domestic  production  has  been  enormously 
increased. 

It  appears  that  from  1-^39  to  1849  the  domestic 
tobacco  crop  decreased  more  than  19,000,000  pounds ; 
but  it  increased  from  199,752,055  pounds  in  18-19  to 
429,390,771  in  1859;  and  during  the  last  five  years 
it  has  been  greatly  developed  in  the  Northern 
States.  In  1859  Ohio  raised  more  than  251^  mil- 
lions of  pounds  ;  while  in  the  ten  years  ending  with 
that  year  New  York  raised  her  production  from 
83,189  to  5,764,582  pounds.  Exemplary  Massachu- 
setts raised  hers  from  138,246  to  3,233,198  pounds ; 
and  steady  old  Connecticut,  which,  despite  her  vir- 
tue, still  connives  at  cakes  and  ale,  swelled  her 
growth  from  1,207,024  to  6,000,133  pounds.  "It 
would  seem  surprising,"  says  Mr.  Kennedy  in  his 
Preliminar}^  Report  on  the  Eighth  Census,  "that  a 
crop  which  is  said  to  impoverish  the  soil  more  than 
any  other,  and  to  injure  to  some  extent  every  one 
Avho  uses  it,  should  be  found  so  desirable  as  to  in- 
crease 100  per  cent,  in  ten  j^ears."  With  excellent 
gravity  the  worthy  Superintendent  then  unmediate- 


h"-  repeats  the  fact  as  a  solution  of  the  surprise. 
"But  such  is  the  effect  of  a  ready  market  with  re- 
munerative prices."  To  borrow  his  own  words,  it 
would  still  seem  surprising  that  there  should  be  a 
ready  market  for  something  that  injures  every  buy- 
er, unless  perhaps  we  reflected  that  it  benefits  ev- 
ery seller.  Which  is  probably  as  lucid  a  solution 
of  the  niA'stery  as  we  are  likely  to  reach. 

Waiting  at  one  of  the  stations  in  the  valley,  the 
Easy  Chair  contrived  to  get  over  a  fence  and  ac- 
cost an  old  man  who  was  snapping  off  the  stalks 
of  the  tobacco  plant.  Complacent  patriarch  of  the 
poisonous  crop,  he  spoke  with  the  confidence  of 
knowledge. 

"Forty  or  fifty  good  loads  to  the  acre,"  said 
he;  "a  little  well-rotted  manure  or  phosphate  in 
the  hill ;  and  be  sure  to  rotate. " 

The  Easy  Chair  suggested  that  it  had  heard  the 
crop  might  be  pushed  continuously  upon  a  well-fed 
soil,  like  onions. 

"I  have  tried  it  both  ways,"  quoth  the  Patri- 
arch, calmly  snipping  oflf  heads.  -  "Sow  it  well; 
choose  the  best  plants  ;  set  'em  out  carefully :  these 
here  were  planted  out  about  the  10th  of  June,  and 
will  be  ready  for  cutting  at  the  end  of  August.  I 
am  breaking  the  heads  to  let  the  leaves  spread." 
In  the  West  Indies  all  but  four  leaves  are  some- 
times stripped  off,  when  the  cultivator  is  more  bent 
upon  quality  than  quantity. 

"  And  how  much  will  you  get  to  the  acre  ?" 

"AVa'al,  a  ton  is  a  great  crop.  Fourteen  or  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  hundred  pounds." 

"The  price  is  good  now,"  insinuated  the  Easy 
Chair. 

A  benignant  smile  slowly  overspread  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Patriarch,  who  continued  to  snip  and 
beam,  ejaculating  that  "  tubbakker  is  about  as  poo- 
ty  a  crop  as  a  man  can  raise." 

"Do  you  smoke ?''  blandly  inquired  the  Chair. 

"No,"  replied  the  Patriarch,  sobering,  and  with 
the  air  of  a  deacon  who  had  been  accused  of  pro- 
fanity. 

As  the  EdS}'  Chair  stumbled  back  again  over  the 
fence,  it  turned  and  watched  the  Patriarch,  who 
somehow  seemed  to  it  to  be  Poor  Richard  him- 
self. For  although  it  is  solemnly  conscious  of  the 
Superintendent's  truth  that  the  pooty  crop  injures 
to  some  extent  all  who  use  it,  yet  Richard  loves  a 
penny,  and  proportionably  two. 

If  you  see  buildings  in  the  Connecticut  Valley 
which  are  strange  to  you,  you  may  be  quite  sure 
that  they  are  sweat  houses  for  the  tobacco.  It  is 
a  tradition  that  the  crop  impoverishes  the  soil.  But 
such  a  tradition  would  hardly  have  arisen  in  a  re- 
gion Avhere  the  soil  was  liberally  fed»and  renewed. 
In  the  West  Indies  and  our  Southern  States  tobacco 
is  thought  to  be  the  cause  of  so  many  desolate  and 
abandoned  fields.  But  the  slave  system  of  agricul- 
ture is  always  and  every  where  the  most  expensive 
and  exhaustive,  "whatever  the  crop  may  be. 


Here   are   some  pleasant,    thoughtful   verses, 
which  the  poet  calls  "  Autumn,  from  a  New  En-  ^ 
gland  point  of  view  :" 

Bearing  the  shining  sickle  in  his  hand, 
And  crowned  with  cluiplcts  of  the  nodding  wheat, 

Autumn,  the  Keapcr,  stalks  along  the  land, 

With  drifts  of  dead  leaves  blown  about  his  feet. 

The  scarlet  glories  tliat  enrobe  the  woods; 

Witch  voices  haunting  groves  of  ash  apd  elm ; 
Inverted  skies  that  float  in  silent  floods ; 

Make  the  wide  landscape  an  enchanted  realm. 
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No  more  is  heard  the  mower's  ringing  blade, 
No  more  the  blackbird  wliistles  in  the  sedge; 

No  more  the  criui>son-fingered  village  maid 
Seeks  tlie  wild  fruitage  of  the  berry  licdge. 

But  from  the  hills  the  smiles  of  Summer  die, 
And  trailing  vapors  float  in  dismal  shrouds ; 

And  swiftly  through  the  blue  fields  of  the  eky 
The  winds,  like  shepherds,  drive  the  fleecy  clouds. 

Now  comes  the  mellow  Indian  Summer  time. 

When  wold  and  woodland,  stretching  far  and  fair, 

In  panoramic  splendor  lie  sublime, 
And  waver  in  the  illuminated  air! 

November  seems  with  golden  June  to  join, 
And  from  the  morning  windows  white-embost 

The  Fairies  of  the  warm  west  wind  purloia 
The  silver  pictures  of  the  artist,  Frost! 

As  some  sad  lover,  touched  with  soft  regret, 
Pauses,  remembering  all  his  lady's  charm«, 

Then  chides  the  weakness  that  can  not  forget. 
Then  turns  again  to  seek  her  happy  arms. 

So  the  weak  Year,  too  foolish  and  too  fond, 
Reverses  his  slow  steps,  and  backward  goes; 

Irresolute  to  break  so  sweet  a  bond, 

And  leave  unkiss'd  the  Summer's  latest  rose! 

Caught  by  unequal  gusts  the  vane  on  high 
From  point  to  point  perpetually  swings; 

And  like  some  giant  fowl  that  strives  to  fly. 
The  wind-mill  flutters  its  enormous  wings! 

In  orchards  heaped  with  fruit  the  beggared  trees 
Sigh  hoarsely  each  to  each  with  windy  words, 

And  toss  their  bare  arms  to  the  fitful  breeze, 
Like  frantic  misers  loth  to  lose  their  hoards! 

The  russet  fields,  resigning  to  the  flail 

Their  golden  sheaves,  arc  yet  not  all  bereft, 

For  here  and  there,  drab-dress'd,  the  Quaker  quail, 
Like  gleaning  Ruth,  secures  what  man  has  left. 

But  more  suspicious  the  marauding  crow 

Still  eyes  the  sentry-efiigy  askance, 
That  guards  its  post  through  all  the  storms  that  blow, 

And  spins  and  swings  as  in  an  elfin  dance. 

By  lonely  lakes  and  marshy-bottomed  vales 
The  water-fowl  assemble  night  by  night. 

Till  all  the  covey,  warned  by  colder  gales. 
Trails  to  the  south  its  long  loquacious  flight. 

In  countless  tribes  that  blur  the  harvest  moon, 
And  make  tlie  heavens  clamorous  as  they  go; 

Haply  if  ere  they  reach  some  far  lagoon 
No  sportsman's  tube  shall  lay  their  leader  low. 

For  now  the  Pilgrim  festival  is  near, 
When  all  the  varied  crop  is  safely  stored. 

Honored  Thanksgiving!    to  New  England  dear! 
When  fowl,  or  wild  or  tame,  controls  the  board. 

Once  more  around  the  old  familiar  hearth 
The'  household  draws,  and  tuneful  voices  ring ; 

And  aimual  games,  well-worn  and  rustic  mirth. 
Swell  high  the  honors  of  the  Harvest  King. 

Yet  even  while  Ave  pledge  his  jovial  reign 
Our  gayest  songs  are  saddened  in  their  tone ; 

For  a  new  ruler,  with  his  boisterous  train, 
Usurps  the  realm  and  climbs  into  the  throne. 

And  all  too  soon  the  bounty-dropping  star 

Dips  toward  the  darkened  verge  and  sinks  below; 

While  o'er  the  waste  white  Winter's  clattering  car 
Approaches  swift,  whirled  in  a  cloud  of  snow! 


Tennyson  did  not  act  wisely  in  changing  the 
title  of  his  nevsr  volume  from  "  Idyls  of  the  Hearth" 
to  "Enoch  Arden  ;"  for  Enoch  Arden  is  an  idyl  of 
the  hearth,  and  Tennyson  has  virtually  created  that 
kind  of  simple,  domestic  poem  of  which,  in  his  for- 
mer volumes,  "Dora,"  "Walking  to  the  Mail," 


"The  Gardener's  Daughter,"  "Audley  Conrt," 
"Edwin  Morris,"  and  "  The  Brook"  are  memorable 
and  exquisite  illustrations. 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  find  this  impression  record- 
ed in  the  Quarterhj  Review  in  1842,  twenty-two  years 
ago,  by  that  friend  of  Carlylc's  wliom  he  calls  "the 
noble  Sterling,  a  radiant  child  of  the  empyrean,  clad 
in  bright  auroral  hues  in  the  memory  of  all  that 
knew  him  ;"  and  again,  "the  brilliant,  beautiful,  and 
cheerful  John  Sterling."  His  name  can  not  be  men- 
tioned to  one  at  all  familiar  with  his  life  and  his  ex- 
quisite biography  by  Carlyle  but  the  passionate  pa- 
thos of  his  own  lines  musically  sighs  through  the 
mind : 

"■Wail  for  Dedalus!  all  that  is  fairest!" 

He  wrote  of  Tennyson:  "We  have  now  reached 
that  class  of  poems  which  stand  first  on  our  list, 
and  which  we  have  entitled  idyls.  We  have  re- 
served till  now  all  special  mention  of  them,  as 
holding  them  the  most  valuable  part  of  Mr.  Ten- 
nyson's writings,  a  real  addition  to  our  literature. 
They  have  all  more  or  less  of  the  properly  idyllic 
character,  though  in  three  or  four  of  them  marked 
with  the  rapid  and  suggestive  style  of  the  ballad. 
In  all  we  find  some  warm  leeling,  most  often  love, 
a  clear  and  faithful  eye  for  visible  nature,  skillful 
art  and  completeness  of  construction,  and  a  mould 
of  verse  which  lor  smoothness  and  play  of  melod}'- 
has  seldom  been  equaled  in  the  language.  The 
heart-felt  tenderness,  the  glow,  the  gracefulness,  the 
strong  sense,  the  lively  painting  in  many  of  these 
compositions,  drawn  from  the  heart  of  our  actual 
English  life,  set  them  far  above  the  glittering  mar- 
vels and  musical  phantasms  of  Mr.  Tennyson's 
mythological  romances,  at  first  sight  the  most  strik- 
ing portions  of  his  works.  Among  the  happier 
specimens  of  tliis  class  two  are  pre-eminent — "  The 
Gardener's  Daughter" and  "  Dora."  These  are  both 
of  them  idyls  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term,  and 
might  rank  with  the  eclogues  of  Theocritus  and 
Virgil,  and  with  some  poems  of  Goethe,  as  anec- 
dotes drawn  from  rustic  life  and  rounded  into  song. 
As  compared  with  the  antique  models  we  see  in 
them  all  the  gain  that  Christianity  and  civilization 
have  brought  to  the  relation  of  the  sexes  and  to 
the  characters  of  women." 

This  is  just  appreciation,  and  it  is  simply  and 
truly  expressed.  Yet  had  Sterling  lived  to  read 
the  "  Idyls  of  the  King"  he  would  have  found  the 
same  human  heart  beating  in  those  "mythological 
romances"  as  in  "The  Gardener's  Daughter."  At 
the  time  Sterling  wrote  he  Avas  confused  by  a  the- 
ory that  a  poet  of  to-day  should  choose  his  subjects 
from  the  life  of  to-day.  It  is  certainly  well  if  he 
does;  but  it  is  not  essential  that  he  should,  any 
more  than  it  is  a  cardinal  condition  of  a  true  Amer- 
ican literature  that  it  shall  describe  Niagara,  the 
Prairies,  or  the  Indians.  It  is  the  letter  that  kill- 
eth.  The  noblest,  truest,  and  most  Christian  poem 
of  this  time  is  the  Queen  Guinevere  of  the  "  Idyls." 
But  the  scene  and  the  persons  are  all  shadowy  and 
fabulous. 

In  the  new  "Idyls  of  the  Hearth,"  as  we  hope 
the  poet  will  yet  call  them,  he  touches  a  more  sol- 
emu  stop  than  in  his  previous  domestic  idyls.  But 
the  scope  is  still  the  same  ;  it  is  to  show  the  master 
springs  of  tragedy  and  romance  in  the  homeliest 
or  most  familiar  conditions  of  life.  It  is  not  with- 
out a  start  of  surprise  that  the  reader  finds  in  these 
most  dainty  and  elegant  of  verses  the  same  kind  of 
inspiration  as  in  Wordsworth's  "Idiot  Boy,"  and 
"Goody  Blake  and  Harry  Gill."    Yet  in  the  one 
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case  the  homeliness  of  the  condition  seems  to  affect 
the  sentiment ;  while  in  the  other  the  purity  of  the 
feeling  refines  every  form  under  which  it  appears. 

The  ftiscinating  fancy  Avhich  Hawthorne  elabora- 
ted under  the  title  "  Wakefield,"  of  a  man  quietly 
withdrawing  from  his  lionie  and  severing  himself 
for  many  years  from  his  family,  yet  stealing  to  the 
windows  (n  the  darkness  to  see  wife  and  children, 
and  the  changes  time  works  in  his  familiar  circle, 
is  reproduced  in  "Enoch  Arden,"  except  that  the 
separation  is  involuntary,  and  the  unbetrayed  look- 
ing in  upon  the  changes  of  years  is  not  a  mere 
psj'chological  diversion  but  an  act  of  the  highest 
moral  heroism.  Indeed  the  tale  is  profoundly  trag- 
ical, and  like  the  last  idyl  of  the  King  is  a  rare 
tribute  to  the  master  passion  of  the  human  heart. 
It  is  not  the  most  subtle  selfishness,  whispers  the 
poet ;  it  is  the  perfection  of  self-denial.  Xavier  de 
Maistre  says  that  the  Fornarina  loved  her  love 
more  than  her  lover.  Not  so  would  Raphael's  Ma- 
donna have  loved.  Not  so  loved  Enoch  Arden. 
There  is  no  nobler  tale  of  true  love  than  his. 

It  is  told  with  that  consummate  elegance  in 
which  Tennyson  has  no  peer.  The  English  lan- 
guage has  a  burnished  beaut}'  in  his  use  of  it  which 
is  marvelous.  In  his  earlier  verses  it  was  too 
dainty,  too  conspicuously  fastidious,  and  the  Avords 
were  chosen  too  much  for  themselves  and  their 
special  suggestions  and  individual  ]uelody.  But 
his  mastery  of  them  now  is  manly.  It  is  as  strik- 
ing as  Milton's,  although  entireh'  different.  There 
are  a  Miltonic  and  a  Tennysonian  blank  verse  in 
English  literature — is  there  any  other?  Could 
there  be,  viewed  in  eveiy  aspect,  a  more  perfect 
piece  of  literary  art,  for  instance,  than  the  idyl 
called  "  The  Brook,"  in  the  Maud  volume  ?  Hear 
how  the  bubbling,  hastening  melody  of  the  stream^ 
melts  into  the  pensive  stateliness  of  the  poet's  med- 
itation : 

"I  steal  by  la^vns  and  grassy  plots, 
I  slide  by  hazel  covers; 
I  move  the  sweet  forget-me-nots 
That  grow  for  happy  lovers. 

'•'•I  slip,  I  slide,  I  gloom,  I  glance, 
Among  my  skimming  swallows: 
I  make  the  netted  sunbeam  danco 
Against  my  sandy  shallows. 

"I  jmurmur  under  moon  and  stars 
In  brambly  wildernesses ; 
I  linger  by  my  shingly  bars: 
I  loiter  round  my  cresses; 

''And  out  again  I  cui-ve  and  flow, 
To  join  the  brimming  river, 
For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 
But  I  go  on  forever. 

*'Yes,  men  may  come  and  go,  and  these  are  gone, 
All  gone.     My  dearest  brother  Edmund  sleeps, 
Not  by  the  well-known  stream  and  rustic  spire. 
But  unfamiliar  Arno,  and  the  dome 
Qf  Brunelleschi :  sleeps  in  peace ;  and  he, 
Poor  Philip,  of  all  his  lavish  waste  of  words 
Remains  the  lean  P.  W.  on  his  tomb; 
I  scraped  the  lichen  from  it,     Katie  walks 
By  the  long  wash  of  Australasian  seas 
Far  off,  and  holds  her  head  to  other  stars, 
And  breathes  in  converse  seasons.     All  are  gone." 

There  is  nothing  so  fine  as  this  in  the  new  vol- 
ume, and  undoubtedly  ' '  The  Brook"  is  the  perfec- 
tion of  Tennysonian  art.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  a  manly  tragic  hold  of  the  heart  and  imag- 
ination in  Enoch  Arden  which  certainly  indicates 
no  decline  of  power,  if  also  no  new  force  and  direc- 


tion. The  minor  poems  in  the  new  volume  are 
either  poor  for  Tennyson,  or  merely  curious.  The 
"  Experiments"  in  various  metres  are  all  failures 
as  poems,  and  as  experiments  they  are  impertinent. 
We  ask  pictures  of  a  painter,  not  the  emptyings  of 
his  port-folio;  nor  do  we  go  to  a  concert  to  hear 
Liszt  or  Thalberg  practice  the  scales. 

Yet  this  volume,  with  all  the  others  of  Tenny- 
son, arp  an  invaluable  study  to  ever}'  literary  as- 
pirant and  neophyte ;  for  as  his  poems  are  the  most 
striking  illustrations  of  the  fondness  of  the  literary 
spirit  of  the  age  for  the  most  gorgeous  verbiage,  so 
they  are  the  most  noble  examples  of  a  luxuriant 
tendency  constantly  restrained  and  tempered  by 
the  truest  taste.  He  has  gained  severity  and  sim- 
plicity without  losing  richness,  and  force  without 
losing  fire.  Literature  is  not  the  record  of  thought 
only — it  is  thought  (md  the  vehicle  of  thought. 
Gold  is  very  pi-ecious ;  but  gold  carved  by  Benve- 
nuto  is  priceless. 

"A  Disappointed  Man"  pleads  his  case  so  pa- 
thetically that  the  Easy  Chair  is  sure  of  gratifying 
its  readers  if  it  listens  with  them  to  the  argument 
once  more : 

"Dear  Easy  Chair, — Behold  me  once  more  at  your  el- 
bow enti'eating  audience.  Many  weeks  ago  I  wrote  you  a 
letter  or  two  about  the  sorrows  of  unappreciated  men  of 
letters,  who  go  about,  not  seeking  to  devour  any  body,  but 
somebody  to  devour — men  whose  souls  and  bodies  depend 
in  a  great  measure  upon  their  success  with  editors.  I 
say  nothing  of  others  dependent  upon  them.  I  have  no 
pallet  to  paint,  if  I  had  the  heart  to  conceive,  the  wretch- 
edness, the  absolute  want  of  little  children,  and  the  tor- 
tures of  the  mothers,  when  the  father's  purse  is  empty  and 
his  heart  is  sad  because  he  hath  been  turned  away — no, 
not  turned — denied  admittance  to  the  pages  of  some  maga- 
zine or  periodical. 

"In  the  August  number  of  your  Magazine  I  have  seen 
a  letter  from  "A  Hopeful  Man,"  who  has  a  word  to  say 
upon  the  same  subject;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  there  are 
many  others,  who  never  Avill  say  any  thing  with  pen  and 
ink,  who  feel  grateful  for  these  pleadings  in  their  behalf. 

"•  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  can  not  but  feel,  and  I  have  not 
come  to  the  conclusion  rashly,  that  there  is  need  of  re- 
form in  this  little  matter  of  deciding  upon  literary  contri- 
butions. Let  me  state  one  case  which  often  occurs;  it 
may  illustrate  briefly  one  phase  of  this  vexatious  ques- 
tion. We  set  out,  be  it  remembered,  with  the  supposition 
that  an  editor  was,  or  should  be,  tlie  judge  of  what  was 
best  for  his  readers,  just  as  a  physician  knows  what  pills 
to  give  sick  people.  Now  for  my  illusti'ation :  Bombastes 
edits  a  magazine,  a-nd  it  obtains  a  good  circulation.  It 
makes  money  for  its  proprietors  and  fame  for  its  editor, 
when  suddenly  Bombastes  disappears  from  the  scene  (dies, 
if  you  will,  like  the  heavy  father  in  the  play),  and  anoth- 
er editor  comes  to  wield  the  sceptre.  The  subscriptions 
increase  amazingly;  the  Avhole  land  rings  with  the  sagac- 
ity, the  tact,  the  judgment,  the  discrimination  of  the  new 
editor.  How  is  this?  Did  not  Bombastes  suit  the  popu- 
lar taste?  Did  he  not  select  the  first-fruits  of  genius? 
Ah  no;  he  did  the  best  he  could,  honest  man,  but  his 
best  was  not  the  best  for  the  proprietors,  as  the  success 
of  the  new  editor  proves.  Has  the  literary  excellence  of 
the  age  suddenly  improved  ?  Not  at  all.  The  times  are 
contemporaneous,  but  what  Bombastes  threw  away  as 
quartz  the  new  editor  saw  contained  gold,  and  he  worked 
his  vein  to  profit. 

"  Take  the  list  of  contributors  to  any  magazine.  They 
are  well  known  to  the  readers,  and  the  contents  of  the 
magazine  are  simply  a  reflection  of  these  several  individ- 
uals; so  that  some  periodicals  might  not  improperly  be 
called,  'Wit,  Essays,  Flatness,  Poems,  Turgidity,  Ro- 
mance, and  Stupidity,  by  Brown,  Jones,  and  Company.' 

"  Sometimes  I  almost  think  that  rotation  in  oflice  would 
be  a  good  plan  to  put  in  force  with  editors.  Bear  in  mind 
that  /  am  one ;  but  fortunately  for  my  own  peace  of  mind 
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and  conscience  I  am  not  obliged  to  sit  in  judgment  upon 
any  tales,  poems,  or  what  not,  for  .these  are  not  in  the 
province  of  my  journal.  If  rotation  was  proposed,  I  know 
very  many  who  would  second  the  motion  with  the  hope 
of  reform  in  the  matter  of  decisions. 

"Badinage  aside,  however,  I  admit  freely  that  editors 
are  conscientious,  well-meaning  men,  but  there  are  some 
abuses  that  need  correction ;  and  it  is  in  the  hope  of  excit- 
ing rellection  that  I  have  written  these  letters. 

"■I  have  seen  one  editor  (who  should  have  been  more 
consistent  because  he  rose  from  nothing  himself)  take  up 
an  article,  just  glance  over  it,  turn  page  after  page,  take  a 
birds-eyfi  view  of  the  contents,  and  in  two  minutes'  time 
scratcli  off  a  line  of  rejection  to  tho  unlucky  author,  and 
then  lay  the  MS.  away. 

♦'  Now  if  I  had  not  known  the  contents  of  the  article  he 
was  reading  I  should  have  thought  it  was  either  so  horri- 
bly written  that  he  couldn't  decipher  it,  or  else  that  it 
was  of  the  blood-and-thunder  style,  and  plainly  unsuita- 
ble for  his  purpose.  It  was  neither.  It  was  a  beautiful 
fairy-tale ;  and  the  author  feeliug  hurt  at  the  summary 
manner  in  which  he  Avas  treated  took  the  article  to  an- 
other editor  on  the  same  paper  and  had  it  accepted  at 
once.     This  is  a  fact. 

"  I  might  cite  many  similar  instances,  which  go  to  prove 
that  carelessness  in  an  editorial  room  is  almost  a  sin,  cer- 
tainly a  moral  delinquency,  which  the  offender  ought  to 
suffer  for — not  the  contributor. 

"All  this  discussion  about  editors  and  their  responsi- 
bilities has  been  confined  solely  to  those  who  sit  in  judg- 
ment uix)n  fiction,  or  works  of  sentiment  and  feeling.  Of 
course  in  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  in  business  life, 
finance,  the  laws  of  commerce,  etc.,  etc.,  this  extreme 
sensitiveness  does  not  prevail,  and  if  an  article  of  this 
kind  is  declined  the  man  of  common  sense  does  not  feel 
grieved.  He  knows  nothing  of  that  other  wound  which  is 
sharper  than  a  serpent's  fang.  Suppose  your  little  darling 
child  went  tottering  forth  upon  the  street,  and  a  ruffian 
should  smite  him  on  tlic  cheek — your  grief,  agony  even, 
would  be  too  deep  for  utterance,  and  that  is  just  the  feel- 
ing a  disappointed  contributor  has. 

'^  I  am  not  so  unreasonable  or  unpractical  as  to  imagine 
or  suppose  for  an  in.^tant  that  a  literary  man  should  never 
lose  his  labor.  The  merchant  loses  his  goods,  the  mechanic 
his  time.  Shall  we  of  the  pen  eat  locusts  and  wild  honey 
for  all  time?  But  a  year  of  losses!  an  unprofitable  season, 
a  bad  run  of  luck,  tale  after  tale  sent  back,  poems  reject- 
ed, essays  declined,  when  this  occurs  is  a  man  to  blame 
for  being  disappointed?    I  fancy  not. 

"  I  must  not  dilate  any  more  upon  this  theme,  although 
it  is  as  attractive  as  a  field  in  June.  It  is  endless.  I  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is  hard  to  draw  the  line.  We  can  not 
all  be  successful,  we  can  not  all  have  crowns,  at  least  not 
visible  ones;  but  there  may  be  crowns  that  the  eye  sees 
not  which  shall  sit  upou  tlie  brows  of  them  who  bear  pain, 
mental  anguish,  and  bodily  suffering,  caused  by  actual 
want  without  a  murmur.  Tliere  is  'no  cross  without  a 
crown,'  and  the  disappointed  contributor  has  at  least  the 
consciousness  of  having  tried  to  act  well  his  part,  and  we 
know  that  there  is  where  the  honor  lies. 

"FinQ  grapes  grow  upon  the  outside  of  vines,  and  no- 
ble clusters  sun  themselves  in  places  where  the  ravishcr's 
hand  soon  comes  and  gathers  them,  bloom,  leaf,  tendril, 
and  all.  But  pait  the  snarled  stems  and  look  within  the 
grapery,  and  you  shall  see  great  drooping  globes  that 
burst  with  fatness,  in  whose  hearts  the  red  wine  glows 
and  scintillates,  and  whose  emerald  pulps  have  more  lus- 
ciousness  than  those  which  avoo  the  passer  so  imperiously, 
Tiie  indolent  or  indifferent  searcher  never  finds  these 
'Miide-aways;"  and  they  hang  their  appointed  time,  then 
drop  to  the  earth,  and  Nature  takes  them  to  her  heart 
once  again.  Is  there  not  some  analogy  between  the  fruit 
and  the  unappreciated?  We  are  out  of  the  Avay;  we  are 
unseen  of  men;  few  hands  come  into  our  solitary  hearts 
and  pluck  us  out  to  gladden  homes ;  we  linger  our  ap- 
pointed time,  and  are  heard  of  no  more.  But  even  as  the 
clusters  do  not  grow  and  ripen  in  vain,  so  it  may  be  that 
we,  too,  are  tried  in  this  Avay  for  a  just  and  wise  purpose. 
To  some,  riches  and  honor;  to  others,  thistles  and  the 
back  of  the  hand.  We  are  not  cumberers  of  the  earth. 
According  to  our  abilities  we  perform  our  parts ;  and  the 
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measure  of  our  success,  though  it  may  not  be  what  we  de- 
sire, is  perhaps  all  we  have  a  right  to  expect.  I  know  in 
making  this  admission  I  am  overthrowing  all  my  previous 
argument;  but  I  prefer  to  be  just  and  generous  rather 
than  to  insist  that  my  views  are  right,  and  those  of  every 
one  else  wrong. 

"Dear  I'asy  Chair,  you  have  always  had  a  tender  word 
for  the  disappointed  contributor.  You  have  doubtless 
known  full  Avell  yourself,  in  your  old  legs,  the  pangs  of 
rejection,  when  some  smarter  upholsteiy  or  more  sticky 
varnish  has  attracted  a  passer.  Speak  us  kindly  oftencr; 
be  genial  with  us  as  only  you  can  be ;  and  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  no  matter  how  many  times  editors  may  *■  decline 
us  with  thanks,  and  be  happy  to  hear  from  us  again,'  we 
shall  feel  that  in  you  we  have  an  earnest  advocate,  a  sym- 
pathizer, and  a  friend  whose  esteem  is  priceless. 
'•'■  I  am  yours  with  respect, 

"  A  Disappointed  Man." 

Our  friend  states  his  ca.se  -well  and  strongly ;  but 
he  comi)lains  at  bottom  that  man  is  fiiUible,  and  he 
urges  a  plea  that  is  no  more  admissible  in  literary 
labor  than  in  any  other.  So  far  as  suffering  is  con- 
cerned, the  case  of  the  family  of  a  day-laborer  who 
can  not  get  work  is  as  pitiful  as  that  of  an  author 
who  can  not  sell  his  manuscript.  It  is  not  a  hard- 
ship peculiar  to  authors,  but  to  all  men  who  live  by 
labor.  The  Easy  Chair  forgets,  and  of  course  its 
readers  have  forgotten,  whether  it  has  told  its  cor- 
respondent of  one  of  its  friends  who,  having  literary 
ability  and  aspiration,  unfortunately  found  himself 
without  a  cent  in  his  pocket.  lie  could  not  even 
bu)''  paper  and  ink  to  write,  so  he  walked  stoutly 
about  the  streets  offering  himself  as  a  porter,  an  er- 
rand-boy, a  Jack-of-all-work,  until  he  happened  into 
a  publishing  office,  where  a  boy  was  wanted  to  write 
wra])pers.  "  I  am  the  boy,"  he  said,  and  took  hold 
at  a  dollar  a  week,  writing  wrappers.  Character, 
cheerfulness,  cleverness,  and  the  best  principle  soon 
made  their  way,  and  the  writer  of  wrappers  is  now 
in  one  of  the  most  responsible  editorial  chairs. 

Does  not  "A  Disappointed  Man"  see  that  he 
urges  a  consideration  which  would  be  humiliating 
to  manly  pride  when  he  speaks  of  the  starvation  of 
an  author  as  an  argument  for  more  favorably  con- 
sidering his  article?  It  is  a  reason  for  giving  him 
money  and  food,  but  not  for  accepting  his  manu- 
script. Last  month  we  were  talking  of  the  same 
general  subject  as  connected  with  the  criticism  of 
pictures.  But  it  does  not  seem  to  us  a  valid  plea. 
If  a  painter  brings  a  picture  to  our  correspondent 
and  says,  "jNIy  children  are  starving,"  the  Easy 
Chair  is  sure  that  its  con'espondent  would  instantly 
buy  the  picture.  But  certainl}'^  he  would  as  readily 
give  the  money  without  the  picture.  His  purchase 
of  the  picture  is  an  act  of  charity;  it  is,  in  fact, 
alms-giving.  Now  surely  there  is  no  more  celes- 
tial virtue  than  feeding  the  hungry  and  clothing  the 
naked ;  but  it  is,  with  equal  certainty;  great  folly  to 
confuse  this  kind  of  charity  Avith  ajsthetic  criticism, 
as  some  of  our  friends  are  inclined  to  do.  Essays, 
tales,  poems,  and  pictures  are  not  necessarily  good 
because  the  author  or  artist  may  be  starving  or  un- 
happy ;  and  to  obtrude  personal  misfortune  is  mere- 
h'  to  confuse  and  destroy  a  just  judgment.  Yet  if 
the  editor  succumbs  to  his  private  sympathy  he 
very  soon  spoils  the  Magazine  and  involves  its 
publishers. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  an  editor  to  re- 
ceive a  letter  in  Avliich  his  correspondent  informs 
him  that  the  inclosed  tale  is  the  work  of  a  young 
woman  who  has  no  resource  but  her  pen,  who  is  in 
very  infirm  health,  and  knows  not  Avhat  to  do  or 
where  to  look  if  her  manuscript  is  refused.     Now 
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what  has  the  editor  engaged  to  do  ?  For  the  money 
Avhich  the  buyers  of  the  paper  or  magazine  pay  he 
has  engaged  t-o  furnish  literature  that  seems  to  him 
the  best  and  most  appropriate  he  can  find,  lias  lie 
any  moral  right  to  say  to  the  subscribers— "  This 
month  I  print,  not  -what  seems  to  me  the  best  I  can 
procure,  but  article  No.  1,  because  the  author  has 
Aveak  eyes ;  article  No.  2,  because  the  author  has 
suddenly  lost  her  father  and  has  no  means  of  liveli- 
hood ;  No,  o,  because  the.  author's  older  brother, 
who  was  the  sole  support  of  the  family,  has  had  a 
paralysis;  No.  4,  because  the  author  has  broken 
both  legs ;  No.  5,  because  the  author  had  no  other 
means  of  sending  his  son  to  school  for  the  winter; 
jj^o.  G — ?  But  at  this  point  the  reasonable  sub- 
scriber may  justly  interfere  with  the  declaration 
that  he  did  not  subscribe  for  a  charity  but  for  a 
magazine ;  and  that,  while  hoping  to  be  faithful  to 
his  humane  duties,  he  prefers  to  select  the  objects 
of  his  relief  for  himself,  and  the  magazine,  therefore, 
will  please  to  stop. 

Does  any  honest  man  or  woman  wish  to  place  a 
fellow  man  or  woman  in  such  a  predicament  as  this  ? 
And  yet  this  is  exactly  what  is  done  by  the  extra- 
neous information  about  personal  circumstances. 
What  would  such  a  correspondent  as  we  imagine 
think  if,  when  she  went  to  buy  a  loaf  of  bread,  the 
baker  should  say,  "Please  buy  this;  it  is  made  by 
a  starving  man;"  and  she  should  find  it  sour  and 
unwholesome,  and  utterly  unfit  for  her  children  ? 
Would  she  not  say,  "  1  will  give  the  starving  baker 
of  sour  bread  a  penny,  but  I  can  not  aftbrd  to  buy 
his  loaf?"  When  she  returns  and  writes  the  letter 
to  the  editor,  does  she  forget  that  her  manuscript 
is  merchandise,  as  the  bread  is,  and  that  the  editor 
may  be  willing,  or  ma}'  wish  he  were  able,  to  send 
her  some  rnone}'',  but  can  not  honorably  accept  and 
print  her  story  ? 

The  instances  and  suppositions  our  friend  "A 
Disappointed  Man"  mentions  are  interesting  as 
showing  how  fallible  men  are.  But  did  it  need 
proof?  There  may  be  a  hundred-fold  better  editor 
of  this  identical  Magazine  than  Rhadamanthus  Nie- 
mand,  LL.D.  But  where  is  he  ?  Who  is  to  be  the 
judge  of  his  superiorit}"  ?  So,  also,  the  poem  which 
the  Dr.  declines  with  thanks,  his  coadjutor,  Mr. 
Minos,  may  accept  and  applaud.  Is  any  thing 
more  proved  than  a  diff'erence  of  taste,  of  judg- 
ment ?  And  if  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Minos  be  found 
always  coincident  with  the  public  taste,  leading  to 
a  larger  circulation  of  the  magazine,  while  that  of 
Dr.  Niemand  is  always  opposed  to  it,  is  it  not  pretty 
clear  that  the  Dr.  will  be  presently  gently  removed 
hy  the  publishers  who  consult  their  interests  ? 


Here  is  a  strain  of  the  old,  old  song,  delicately 
and  sweetly  breathed,  il/,  who  sends  it,  asks  if  it 
he  poetry.     It  is  at  least  poetic. 

ROSEMARY. 

Sometime,  perchance,  when  this  -warm  lieart  is  cold, 
These  trembling  fingers  drop  their  treasures  all, 

And  growing  fairest  from  the  crumbling  mould, 
The  violets  o'er  me  weave  their  azure  pall; 

When  life  has  lost  for  thee  its  summer  glo\r, 
And  iu  some  idle  hour  old  fancies  stir 

The  embers  of  a  flame  M-hich  long  ago 
Love  kindled  for  his  willing  worshiper; 

You  will  recall  tlie  features,  faded  then. 

Of  one  who  loved  you  witli  such  boundless  faith 

Aa  made  the  after-dreams  of  careless  men 
A  mockery  of  truth,  its  palest  wraith. 


Then,  if  too  late  repenting,  you  shall  weave 
Flowers  of  remembrance  on  my  grave  to  cast, 

My  soul  the  offering  shall  with  joy  receive, 
And  cancel  thence  the  shadows  of  the  Past. 

This  little  sonnet  is  in  the  same  key : 

FINIS. 
That  part  of  life  is  over,  and  I  write 

"'Tis  finished"  on  its  sealed  up  pages  fair; 
Then  looking  upward  through  the  solemn  night, 

Aflame  with  silver,  drinking  the  calm  air 
More  hopefully,  I  say,  with  quiet  tears, 

"The  end  is  yet  to  be,  when  some  green  shore, 
Hiding  its  wealth  of  summer  bliss  for  me, 

Shall  bid  my  pilgrim  footsteps  rove  no  more, 
And  love,  whose  circle  was  unfinished  here, 
Glistens  completed  in  a  perfect  sphere." 

Has  M.  ever  read  the  poems  of  Matthew  Ar- 
nold? They  have  the  same  pensive,  meditative 
strain.  There  is  one  of  them,  very  little  known, 
but  in  itself  very  beautiful,  and  a  manly  reply  to 
the  feeling  of  such  verses  as  the  preceding.  The 
poem  is  called  "Excuse,"  and  here  is  part  of  it; 

I,  too,  have  suffered:    yet  I  know 
She  is  not  cold,  though  she  seems  so: 
She  is  not  cold ;    she  is  not  light ; 
But  our  ignoble  souls  lack  might. 


Yet,  oh!   that  Fate  would  let  her  see 
One  of  some  worthier  race  than  Ave — 
One  for  whose  sake  she  once  might  prove 
How  deeply  she  who  scorns  can  love! 

His  eyes  be  like  the  starry  lights; 
His  voice  like  sounds  of  summer  nights; 
In  all  his  lovely  mien  let  pierce 
The  magic  of  the  universe. 

And  she  to  him  will  reach  her  hand. 
And  gazing  in  his  eyes  Avill  stand. 
And  know  her  friend,  and  Avecp  for  glee, 
And  cry,  '•'•  Long^  long  I've  looked  for  theel^* 

Then  will  she  weep: — with  smiles,  till  then, 
Coldly  she  mocks  the  sons  of  men ; 
Till  then  her  lovely  eyes  maintain 
Their  gay,  unwavering,  deep  disdain. 

There  is  a  heroic  tone  in  these  verses  which  is 
very  unusual  in  modern  poetry.  The  music,  too, 
is  subtle  and  exquisite :  and  if  Matthew  Arnold 
can  not  stand  with  the  greatest  of  the  subjective 
English  poets,  he  is  certainly  among  the  first  of 
the  second  class. 


itnr's  ilrnmrL 


N  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  two  j^ears  ago, 
there  was  a  member  named  Charlie  Wilson,  from 
one  of  the  northern-tier  counties,  avIio  considered 
himself  among  the  great  orators  of  the  day,  and, 
when  pretty  well  filled  with  "  Harrisburg  water," 
would  get  off  for  the  edification  of  his  colleagues 
some  very  rich  illustrations.  Being  somewhat  in- 
terested in  a  bill  before  the  House,  he  made  what 
he  considered  one  of  his  master-speeches,  during  the 
delivery  of  which  he  used  the  illustration  of  "  Nero 
fiddling  while  Rome  was  burning."  He  had  scarce- 
h^^  taken  his  seat  when  a  member  tapped  him  on  the 
shoulder  and  said, 

"Say,  Charlie,  it  Avasn't  Nero  that  'fiddled;'  it 
was  Cajsar.  You  should  correct  that  before  it  goes 
on  the  record." 

In  an  instant  he  was  upon  his  feet,  and  exclaimed, 

"Mr.  Speaker — Mr.  Speaker — I  made  a  mistake. 
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It  wasn't  Nero  that  '  fiddled'  while  Rome  was  burn- 
ing; it  was  Julius  Ccesar!" 

Happily  for  him,  the  Speaker  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged that  he  did  not  hear  him  ;  but  some  members 
near  heard  and  enjoyed  the  joke.  Afterward  some 
one  told  him  that  he  was  right  in  the  first  place, 
which  resulted  in  his  reading  all  the  ancient  history 
in  the  State  Library  during  the  remainder  of  the 
winter,  to  assure  himself  as  to  who  it  was  that 
"fiddled." 


Now  and  then  they  have  a  little  fun  in  Boston  : 
We  have  here  a  few  of  the  first-class  set  of  brag- 
gadocios with  which  nearly  all  extensive  communi- 
ties are  blessed.  At  one  of  the  private  tableau 
parties  given  a  short  time  since,  there  was  present 
a  sea-captain  Avho  always  has  something  of  more 
importance  to  relate  than  any  thing  that  transpires 
during  these  slow  times.  There  was  to  be  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  "  Greek  Slave,"  which  he  was  very 
desirous  to  sec,  as  he  had  seen  the  "  original"  at  the 
World's  Fair  in  London,  and  he  would  not  on  any 
account  miss  seeing  the  same  here.  "When  the  cur- 
tain was  raised,  imagine  his  dismay  at  seeing  a  first- 
rate  specimen  of  the  Hibernian  tribe,  with  pick-axe 
on  shoulder,  hat  without  rim,  trowsers  not  reaching 
brogans,  coat  with  one  sleeve,  waistcoat  of  fieriest 
red,  plenty  of  buttons  of  the  brightest,  and  all  the 
imj)lemcnts  of  honest  industry,  ready  for  his  task. 

Im:iginc  (as  I  said  before)  the  cflTect  of  the  truth 
vs.  fiction  brought  before  tlie  seer  of  all  sights,  and 
the  wholesome  lesson  brought  home  in  so  pleasing  a 
manner,  and  you  have  a  specimen  of  the  style  in 
which  we  members  of  the  Serious  Family  enjoy  oiir 
leisure  moments. 


TiiK  aufJior  (?)  of  the  two  following  says  he  sends 
them  for  us  to  use  when  our  private  ''  goak"  machine 
is  out  of  order  : 

In  an  inland  town  of  New  Hampshire  lived,  or 

rather  staid,  Amos  P ,  who  to  general  shiftless- 

ness  added  a  strong  attachment  for  hard  cider  and 
kindred  stimulants  and  stupefiers.  Amos,  who  Avas 
naturally  pompous,  displayed  no  little  share  of  it  in 
his  cups,  and  the  Academy  boys  had  in  consequence 
nicknamed  him  the  "  Superfalia,"  which  title  pleased 
him  not  a  little. 

On  one  occasion,  when  about  two-thirds  "over 
the  bay,"  he  reeled  into  the  tavern  stable,  where  a 
few  days  before  a  huge  goat  had  been  installed,  an 
animal  which  Amos  had  never  seen.  As  he  stag- 
gered into  the  door-way  the  goat,  taking  his  lurch- 
ing movements  as  an  invitation  to  hostilities,  reared 
on  his  Jiind-legs  defiant,  menacing.  At  this  mo- 
ment Amos's  eyes  fell  on  the  irate  Capricorn.  Lie 
stood  for  an  instant  with  eyes  distended ;  then  sink- 
ing on  his  knees,  and  extending  his  hands  in  an  at- 
titude of  supplication,  in  a  voice  hoarse  with  terror, 
he  cried,  "For Heaven's  sake,  Mr.  Demon,  give  the 
Superfalia  time  to  say  his  prayers  !" 


The  gun-boat  to  which  I  was  attached  on  the 
Wilmington  blockade  had  for  second  boatswain's- 
mate  a  comical  little  carroty-haired  Irishman,  call- 
ed Jerry,  who  would  eat  more  scouse,  chew  more 
tobacco,  and  do  more  growling  than  any  two  men 
in  the  ship.  Jerry  had  had  no  previous  experience 
in  his  duties,  having  been  rated  to  the  position  a  day 
or  two  after  he  came  aboard;  and  great  was  the 
merriment,  fore  and  aft,  at  the  dismal  squeaks  he 
elicited  from  his  boatswain's-whistle,  when  ordered 
to  call  away  a  boat  or  pipe  "  all  hands  up  anchor ;" 


or,  in  the  richest  brogue,  bawl  out,  "D'ye  hear,    ^ 
there,  forre  an'  aft,  the  meal-bag  will  lave  to-mor- 
row mornin',  an'  thur'll  be  an  opporthunity  to  sind 
away  letthcrs!" 

Jerry,  however,  was  good-natured,  and  general- 
ly bore  all  the  fun  at  his  expense  without  remon- 
strance ;  but  on  one  occasion  the  laugh  was  so  up- 
roarious against  him  that,  if  possible,  he  would 
never  permit  any  allusion  to  the  cause  of  it. 

Some  men  of  his  watch  were  at  work  down  in  the 
fore-hold  breaking  out  provisions,  when  duty  on 
deck  required  a  few  more  hands.  Jerry  went  to  the 
fore-hatch  and  sung  out, 

"  Forre-hould,  there ! " 

"Hallo!"  came  up  from  the  depths. 

"  How  many  of  vez  is  there  down  there  ?" 

"Three  of  us."  " 

"  Come  up  the  half  o'  yez  !'' 


Dk.  H is  one  of  those  genial  souls  who  can 

tell  a  good  story,  and  who  loves  a  good  joke,  even 
though  it  is  at  his  own  expense.  At  one  time  he 
had  employed  an  Irishman  to  cut  sonife  Avood  at  his 
door;  and  it  being  a  very  cold  day,  he  invited  him 
into  the  house  to  warm  him  and  to  drink  a  glass  of 
cider  with  him  (the  Doctor  never  takes  any  thing 
stronger  than  cider).  After  Pat  had  become  sutfi- 
ciently  warned,  the  Doctor  turned  him  out  a  glass, 
which  he  drank  off  with  great  relish.  "Pat,"  asked 
the  Doctor,  still  holding  the  pitclier  in  his  hand, 
"what  is  better  on  a  cold  day  like  this  than  a  glass 
of  good  cider?"  "  7'»o  of  them,  sureP^  was  the 
ready  reply.  Perhaps  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  Pat  got  his  two  glasses. 


This  reaches  us  from  Rochester,  New  York : 

In  the  town  of  W ,  Oneida  County,  in  this 

State,  resides  a  wealthy  but  ignorant  and  eccentric 
farmer,  named  Wilcox.  Mr.  Billings,  from  the 
neighboring  cit}'  of  Utica,  called  to  see  him  one  day 
on  business,  and  was  invited  to  stay  to  dinner.  The 
substantial  portion  of  the  meal  having  been  discuss- 
ed, a  piece  of  pie  was  placed  before  each  person  at 
the  table.  Taking  his  fork  in  hand,  Mr.  B.  e&sayed 
to  cat  according  to  etiquette,  but  his  proceedings 
soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  host,  who  was 
industriously  shoveling  up  the  contents  of  his  own 
plate  with  a  knife. 

''Mary!"  shouted  the  hospitable  farmer,  "why 
don't  you  bring  Mr.  Billings  a  knife?  Here  he  is 
a  pokin'  away,  a  tryin'  to  eat  his  pic  with  a  fork  I" 


On  another  occasion  he  was  invited  out  to  dine 
at  the  house  of  one  of  the  "LTpper  Ten."  When 
the  dessert  was  served  a  dish  of  ice-cream  was  placed 
before  the  Representative  from  "Duress."  It  was 
a  new  dish  to  him.  Lie  tasted  it,  then  beckoned  to 
the  waiter,  and  said  to  him,  audibly, 

"  That  is  very  good  pudding,  but  did  you  know 
it  is  froze?" 


This  comes  from  Nova  Scotia : 

There  lived  in  one  of  the  settlements  of  this  Prov- 
ince an  enterprising  individual  who  kept  store  and 
supplied  the  natives  with  groceries  and  very  poor 
rum.  It  was  his  standing  principle,  which  he  took 
good  care  to  put  into  practice,  that  the  more  water 
he  put  in  his  rum  it  was  the  better  for  himself  and 
the  health  of  his  customers.  After  acquiring  a  snug 
fortune,  besides  a  good  farm  which  came  into  his 
possession  by  the  dissipation  of  its  owner,  he  sud- 
denly became  convinced  that  rum  selling  was  a  bad 
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business,  and  rum  dr^nkin^  a  bad  vice.  He  there- 
fore sold  out  and  retired  to  his  fine  farm,  to  live  on 
the  income  of  his  lawfully.ac(iiiired  fortune.  The 
former  owner  of  the  farm  became  in  a  short  time  a 
miserable  sot.  He  finally  fell  seriously  ill,  and  in 
•want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  ex-liquor-seller, 
on  hearing'  of  his  doleful  condition,  went  to  see  him, 
and  supplied  his  wants  and  comforted  him  the  best 
he  could.  Among  the  things  he  said  to  him,  was 
that  he  was  very  sorry  he  had  ever  had  any  thing 
to  do  with  bringing  him  to  his  present  condition  by 
selling  him  rum.  The  sick  man,  in  reply,  said, 
''You  have  not  the  least  occasion  in  the  world  to 
be  sorry  for  all  the  rum  }'0u  sold  me,  but  you  have 
reason  to  be  sorry  that  more  than  half  you  gave  me 
for  the  farm  was  paid  in  neater.  That  was  cheating. 
Good  liquor  is  as  good  as  gold ;  but  you  gave  rain- 
Avater  for  rum,  and  I  don't  wonder  you  feel  bad 
about  it." 

This  comes  from  Ohio  : 

We  had,  Jast  winter,  as  a  man-of-all-work,  a 
youthful  "American  citizen  of  African  descent," 
named  Tom.  Tom  is  something  of  a  genius,  in  his 
peculiar  way,  and  though  "  not  very  heft}'  on  work," 
as  he  expresses  it,  yet  is  "some"  on  witty  sayings. 
Tom  prides  himself  on  the  purity  of  his  blood.  "No 
mean,  mangy  wite  blood  'bout  dis  yer  chile,"  Tom 
is  wont  to  say. 

On  one  occasion  Mi'S.  P ,  "the  lady  of  the 

house,"  found  Tom  in  the  kitchen  giving  Avay  to  a 
series  of  b'hoos,  accompanied  by  a  copious  flood  of 
tears. 

"Why,  Tom,  what  is  the  matter  with  you?" 
asked  the  kind-hearted  lad}'. 

To  whom  Tom  replied :  "  Dey  sez  my  brodder — 
b'hoo! — hab  ben  and  gone  and  mar'd  a  Avite  woman 
-b'hoo!" 

"  I  should  think  you  would  be  glad  of  it,  Tom," 
rejoined  she. 

"Wy,  missis,  I  feel  jes  bad  'bout  my  brodder 
marr'in'  a  wite  gal  as  you'd  feel  'f  you  brodder  'd 
mar'd  a  culled  lady." 

Dear  Dkawkr, — Most  of  your  readers  in  Phila- 
delphia are  acquainted  Avith  ]\Ir.  Moon,  the  under- 
taker.    The  Rev.  Dr.  D relates  the  folloAving 

concerning  him : 

Some  time  ago,  Avhile  attending  a  funeral  togeth- 
er, they  Avere  passing  afoot,  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 
cession, through  one  of  the  avenues  of  Woodland 
Cemetery,  into  Avhich  a  pig,  of  tender  age  and  in- 
fantile proportions,  had  accidentalh'  strayed.  Ob- 
serving this,  Mr.  INIoon  Avas  evidently  ill  at  ease,  as 
he  Avas  anxious  that  nothing  should  mar  the  solem- 
nity of  the  occasion.  With  a  majestic  Avave  of  his 
hand,  and  in  a  tone  of  the  most  earnest  seriousness,* 
he  exclaimed,  "Little  pig!  little  pig!  get  out  of 
the  Avay  !  Out  of  the  Avay,  little  pig  !  there's  a  fu- 
neral a-comin'  I"  Such  an  appeal  to  the  better  feel- 
ings of  the  animal  had  its  due  effect,  and  the  young 
porker,  with  a  single  melancholy  grunt,  beat  a  re- 
treat. 


During  the  last  winter  a  "contraband"  came  into 
the  Federal  lines  in  North  Carolina,  and  Avas  march- 
ed up  to  the  ofiicer  of  the  day  to  give  an  account  of 
himself,  Avhereu})on  the  following  colloquy  ensued : 

"What's  your  name  ?" 

"My  name's  Sam." 

"Sa'm  Avhat?"  . 

"No,  Sah  ;  not  Sam  Watt.     Psc  jist  Sam.'' 


"  What's  your  other  name  ?" 

"  I  hasn't  got  no  oder  name,  Sah.  I'se  Sam— 
dat's  all." 

"What's  your  master's  name?" 

"I'se  got  no  massa  noAv  ;  massa  runned  away 

yah  !  yah  !     Pse  free  nigger  noAv." 

"  Well,  Avhat's  your  father's  and  mother's  name?" 

"Pse  got  none,  Sah — neber  had  none.  I'se  jist 
Sam — ain't  nobody  else." 

"  HaA-en't  you  any  brothers  and  sisters?" 

"  No,  Sah !  neber  had  none.  No  br udder,  no  sis- 
ter, no  fader,  no  mudder,  no  massa — notliin'  but 
Sam.     When  you  see  Sam  you  see  all  dere  is  of  us." 

The  folloAving  (from  one  of  our  theological  sem- 
inaries), though  it  has  its  risible  side,  is  really  a  fine 
illustration  of  tlje  tough  old  Yankee  faith  in  the 
spiritualit}'  of  the  final  resurrection : 

A  certain  deacon  in  Connecticut  Avas  on  his  death- 
bed. He  had  been  a  man  of  great  influence  in  the 
toAvn  Avhere  he  had  lived  for  half  a  century.  But 
he  was  a  man  of  unusual  modesty  in  his  estimate  of 
himself  and  his  social  position.  One  form  of  this 
loAvliness  deA'clopcd  itself  in  an  unyielding  antipa- 
thy to  ostentation  at  his  funeral,  and  in  the  monu- 
ment Avhicli  should  be  erected  over  his  graA'e.  He 
gave  minute  directions  on  the  subject,  and,  among 
other  things,  charged  his  family  to  see  to  it  that  his 
graA'e-stone  should  be  of  the  simplest  sort,  Avith  no 
descriptiA'e  record  of  him.  and  not  larger  in  size 
than  the  small  stones  Avhich  had  been  erected  at 
the  graves  of  three  of  his  nephews  Avho  had  died  in 
childhood.  His  friends  demurred  at  this,  and  re- 
minded him  of  the  incongruity  of  such  a  stone  for 
an  adult  and  a  man  of  his  position  in  society.  The 
old  man  Avas  immovable  by  any  such  arguments. 
His  daughter  then  tried  him  Avith  a  more  utilitarian 
reason,  and  said,  "Father,  such  a  small  stone  Avill 
be  likely  to  be  broken  doAvn  in  a  few  years.  The 
name  must  be  in  A-ery  small  letters,  and  Avill  be  cov- 
ered over  soon  Avith  moss,  so  that  nol)ody  Avill  knoAV 
Avhose  it  is."  The  old  saint  shook  his  head  Avith  a 
grim  smile  of  triumph,  and  replied,  "Well,  at  the 
Da}'  of  Judgment,  if  Gabriel  can't  find  me  Avithout 
a  big  stone  to  tell  him  Avhere  I  am  he  may  just  jicss 


Here  is  sometliing  for  the  DraAver  from  Burling- 
ton, loAva: 

The  Clerk  in  our  post-office  heard  a  tap  at  the 
Avindow  of  the  Ladies'  Department,  Avhen  Avho  should 
he  find  thej-e  but  a  man  by  the  name  of  Drake. 

"Mr.  Drake"  said  our  Clerk,  "  Avill  you  jdease 
go  to  the  other  side ;  this  department  is  for  the 
ducks!" 

Children  Avill  ask  queer  questions,  CA'en  in  Sun- 
day-school.    A  teacher  says : 

I  have  a  class  in  Sabbath-school.  One  of  the 
children,  a  bright  little  girl  about  six  years  of  age, 
I  noticed  one  day  looking  very  intently  at  another  of 
the  teachers,  a  gentleman  Avith  a  heaA-y  mustache. 
After  a  long  and  earnest  look,  she  turned  to  me  Avith, 

"  Teacher,  teacher  !  has  that  man  got  a  hair-llj)?" 


Our  little  Charlie,  six  years  of  age,  affects  cour- 
age that  is  really  quite  admirable  Avhile  the  emviy 
is  remote.  His  bravery  Avas  severely  tested  during 
a  A'iolent  thunder-storm  last  summer,  Avhen,  shak- 
ing Avith  fear,  he  buried  his  head  in  my  lap.  A 
terrible  peal  burst  almost  over  us,  and  then  ])auscd 
an  instant,  as  if  to  gather  volume  and  violence. 
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In  that  pause  the  little  head  from  my  lap  was  up- 
lifted ;  triumph   shone   in  the  flashing  black  eyes 
as,  with  the  voice  of  a  conqueror,  he  shouted, 
"  That's  good !  the  old  Thunder's  got  hitched  /" 


A  Canadian  Bishop,  well  known  for  his  broad 
Scotch  accent  as  well  as  his  belief  that  it  was  not 
perceptible,  was  called  upon  by  a  brother  Scot  one 
day,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  several  years.  Among 
other  questions  asked  of  him  by  the  Bishop  was, 
"How  long  have  you  been  in  Canada.^"  "About 
sax  years,"  was  the  reply.  "Hoot,  mon,"  says  the 
Bishop,  "  why  hac  ye  na  lost  your  accent,  like  my- 
sel!" 


A  CORRESPONDENT  in  Idaho  Territory  sends  these 
characteristic  stories  of  the  West : 

Any  one  who  has  visited  this  section  knows  the 
old  guide  and  trapper,  James  Bridger.  He  has  spent 
nearly  fifty  years  of  his  life  among  the  mountains 
and  prairies,  and  is  more  at  home  there  than  in 
crowded  cities.  Some  time  since  he  had  occasion  to 
visit  St.  Louis,  awd  becoming  by  accident  separated 
from  his  companions  he  was  soon  completely  bewil- 
dered ;  as  he  was  wholly  unac(piaintc'd  with  the 
names  of  streets  and  other  localities  he  was  unable 
to  make  intelligible  inquiries  as  to  the  directions, 
and  thought  best  to  wait  patiently  for  something  to 
turn  up.  "  So,"  he  said,  "after  trying  for  a  long 
time  to  find  my  way  out  of  the  cafion,  I  sat  down 
on  a  stone,  hungry  as  a  wolf.  There  was  plenty  to 
eat  in  all  the  ranches,  but  not  a  soul  asked  me  to 
take  a  bite,  and  I  came  near  starving  before  I  got 
out.  To  the  deuce  with  such  people!  An  'Injun' 
is  a  beast,  but  he'll  share  his  buffalo  meat  and  stewed 
dog  with  you;  and  I'd  a  heap  rather  be  among  the 
red  skins  than  with  white  folks  the  like  o'  them  I 
saw  in  that  canon  at  St.  Louis !" 


At  one  time  the  Major  (for  that  is  Bridger's  title, 
recognized  by  all  who  know  him),  while  in  charge 
of  his  trading-post  at  Fort  Bridger,  found  the  time 
rather  heavy  on  his  hands,  and  cast  about  for  some 
source  of  amusement.  He  found  a  German  of  his 
party  who  possessed  the  rare  accomplishment  of 
being  able  to  read  intelligibly.  He  immediately 
hired  the  man  for  thirty  dollars  per  month  to  read 
for  him.  By  accident  he  soon  after  found  a  copy  of 
Shakspeare,  for  which  he  exchanged  a  yoke  of  oxen. 
The  reading  commenced,  and  the  old  trapper  was 
greatl}^  entertained  by  the  wit  and  wisdom  of  the 
bard.  In  its  order,  Richard  HI.  was  taken  up.  As 
usual,  Bridger  was  listening  intently  to  the  collo- 
quies, and  considering  the  incidents  of  the  drama, 
when  they  came  to  the  scene  of  the  interview  be- 
tween Richard  and  Buckingham,  at  which  the  for- 
mer divulges  his  cruel  purpose  to  murder  the  infant 
princes.  When  Richard  openly  avows  his  plot, 
"Who  says  that  ?"  inquired  the  Major.  ' '  Richard," 
answered  the  reader.  "  Then  hold  up !  stop  read- 
ing! stop  the  whole  outfit!  Hang  a  man  that 
would  kill  babies!"  and  the  old  man,  pacing  the 
floor  overcome  with  indignation,  thrust  the  book 
aside,  and  vowed  he'd  have  no  more  to  do  with 
''''such  beasts r^ 


This  comes  from  Natchez : 

Mr.  S ,   of  Concordia  Parish,    sent  over  to 

Natchez,  to  Mr.  R ,  for  a  good  Spanish  Jack,   Mr. 

P sent  the  Jack,  and  also  a  note,  in  which  he  in- 
tended to  say  that  he  was  a  No.  1  judge  of  a  jackass, 
and  hence  Mr.  S might  be  assured  that  the  an- 


imal was  a  good  one.     But  here's  what  he  did  say : 

"Mr.  S ,  I  send  you  by  the  colored  boy  Pompey 

a  good  Spanish  Jack.  I  did  not  leave  the  selection 
to  an  agent,  but  attended  to  the  matter  personally ; 
and  as  I  am  a  No.  1  jackass,  you  need  have  no  fears 
about  the  animal!" 


A  FKiENDLY  druggcr  in  St.  Louis  writes : 

The  Rev.  George  B was  an  itinerant  minister 

of  the  Methodist  persuasion,  and  although  in  the 
pulpit  he  was  sufficiently  grave,  and  most  seriously 
in  earnest  in  urging  the  great  truths  of  his  high  call- 
ing, out  of  it  he  was  full  of  wit,  mirth,  and  good- 
fellowship.  He  w^as  also  addicted  to  hospitality 
and  good  cheer ;  and  having  abundant  means  of  his 
own,  was  not  particular  in  confining  his  expenses 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  his  salary.  For  two 
years  he  was  stationed  at  Alton,  Illinois,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  his  expensive  habits  began  to  give 
offense  to  many  of  his  flock,  who  thought  him  rather 
extravagant  for  a  IMethodist  preacher.  Private  re- 
monstrances availing  nothing,  a  church  meeting  was 
called  with  as  little  effect.  He  told  them  he  would 
take  no  more  of  their  money,  and  that  they  certainly 
could  not  deny  him  the  right  to  spend  his  OAvn  as  he 
chose.  At  this  time  there  was  no  carding-machine 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  happening  to  find  one  for 
sale  in  a  distant  town  he  bought  it,  and  set  it  in 
operation  in  Alton.  Shortly  afterward  a  jocular 
friend  meeting  him  on  the  street,  bantered  him  upon 
having  fleeced  his  flock  to  such  an  extent  as  to  com- 
pel him  to  start  a  carding-machine.  "Oh," replied 
he,  "  if  I  depended  on  my  flock  for  fleece,  a  small  pair 
of  hand-cards  would  be  all  that  I  should  need !" 


I  HAVE  heard  him  relate  many  curious  incidents 
that  came  under  his  notice  during  his  itinerancy  in 
the  Western  wilds.  The  following  I  have  never  seen 
in  print :  Once  at  a  camp  meeting  the  preacher  was 
much  annoyed  by  many  of  his  brethren  going  to 
sleep — a  thing  very  liable  to  happen  after  services 
having  been  kept  up  to  a  late  hour  for  several 
nights.  While  he  was  reproving  some  of  the  sleej)- 
ers  for  the  second  or  third  time,  a  half-tipsy  man 
came  forward  with  a  handkerchief  of  apples  hanging 
on  his  arm,  and  taking  one  out  made  a  centre  shot 
on  the  bald  head  of  a  venerable  old  brother  who  M-as 
dozing  in  an  adjacent  seat,  at  the  same  time  saying 
to  the  preacher,  "  You  just  go  on  Avith  your  preach- 
ing ;  I'll  keep  'em  awake  !"  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  that  there  was  no  farther  trouble  with  the 
sleepers  during  that  sermon. 


As  druggists  seldom  appear  in  the  Drawer,  per- 
haps the  following  may  be  welcome  : 

At  a  drug-store  in  St.  Louis,  where  whilom  I  offi- 
ciated as  prescriptionist,  an  order  was  brought  in  by 

Frank,  Dr.  L 's  negro  servant,  for  two  bottles  of 

citrate  of  magnesia.  This  article,  to  be  good,  re- 
quires to  be  freshly  made,  and  put  up  in  strong  bot- 
tles like  soda-water,  with  the  corks  secured  in  like 
manner.  It  pops  and  effervesces  beautifully  when 
the  cork  is  cut  loose,  and  has  a  most  refreshing  taste, 
but  it  won't  do  for  a  steady  drink.  It  has  conse- 
quences, Frank  waited  Avhile  I  prepared  the  med- 
icine, which  was  for  the  Doctor's  own  daughter, 
and  when  he  received  it  started  off  with  one  bottle 
in  each  of  his  coat-tail  pockets.  Either  the  agita- 
tion caused  by  the  swing  of  Frank's  coat-tail  created 
an  unusual  pressure,  or  I  had  miscalculated  the 
strength  of  the  twine  with  which  I  tied  in  the  corks, 
for  before  he  got  outside  the  door  each  bottle  went 
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ofT  with  a  report  like  a  musket.  Frank  jumped  as 
though  lie  had  been  shot,  and  turning  around  toward 
me,  Avith  his  eyes  dilated  like  saucers,  exclaimed, 
"My  Lard!  massa — suppose  I\Iiss  Eliza  had  done 
took  dat  I"  He  evidently  had  but  little  doubt  that 
she  would  have  been  blown  into  fragments. 


Dk.  John  Brown  has  just  published  a  little  sketch 
entitled  "Jeems  the  Door-keeper."  Jeems,  it  ap- 
pears, was  door-keeper  at  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Broughton  Place,  Edinburgh,  in  the  days 
when  Dr.  Brown's  father  was  minister  there,  and 
numerous  good  sayings  of  Jeems's  are  still  remem- 
bered in  the  Doctor's  family.  On  one  occasion,  aft- 
er a  charity  sermon,  one  of  the  congregation,  by  ac- 
cident, put  a  crown  piece  into  the  plate  instead  of  a 
penny,  and,  starting  back  at  its  white  and  precious 
face,  asked  to  have  it  back,  and  was  ansAvered,  "In 
once,  in  forever."  "A  weel,  a  weel,"  grunted  the 
unwilling  giver,  "I'll  get  credit  for  it  in  heaven." 
"  Na,  na,"  said  Jeems,  "  ye'll  get  credit  only  for  the 
penny 
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A  LADY  at  Mount  Carroll,  Illinois,  writes  to  the 
DraAver : 

In  spring  time  it  is  customary  on  our  prairies  to 
set  fire  to  the  straw  piles  that  have  been  left  over 
from  winter.  The  grass  having  come  they  are  no 
longer  needed,  and  the  ground  must  be  cleared  for 
ploAving.  Of  a  pleasant  evening  they  have  a  fine 
effect,  dotting  the  distant  horizon  like  immense 
camp-fires.  The  children  Avere  looking  out  of  an 
open  Avindow  up  stairs  the  other  eA'ening  Avhen  one 
of  these  Avas  pointed  out.  Our  three-years-old  Annie 
looked  musingly  at  it  for  a  minute  Avith  her  great 
blue  eyes,  and  then  exclaimed:  "Oh,  that's  Avhere 
theAM'c  making  the  sun  !" 


In  NeAV  Orleans  Ave  have  a  friend  Avho  says  : 
A  Lieutenant  in  our  regiment,  a  tall,  handsome, 
quiet  fellow,  speaking  of  one  of  the  men  Avlio  had 
been  dishonorably  discharged  for  theft,  nnblushingly 
stated  that  "  Private  Jones  had  been  examined  by  a 
medical  board  and  discharged,  having  been  found  so 
light-fingered  that  he  couldn't  pull  the  trigger." 

Again,  Avhen  on  detached  service  at  New  Orleans, 
he  said :  "At  the  St.  Charles  they  led  me  up  from 
story  to  story,  and  finally  gave  me  a  room  so  high 
that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  me  a  Avaiter  accus- 
tomed to  the  distance  to  look  out  of  the  windoAV 
for  me." 


In  copying  and  comparing  the  laAVS  passed  by  the 
last  Legislature  of  Colorado  Teri"itory  Ave  find  the 
following  section  in  the  act  regulating  marriages. 
It  is  too  good  to  be  lost : 

"/SVc.  11.  All  fines  and  penalties  occurring  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  into  the  county 
treasury,  for  the  use  of  common  schools  in  >vhich  the 
offense  Avas  committed." 


Tins  is  capital  from  Chattanooga : 

In  the  Fourteenth  United  States  Colored  Troops 
there  are  quite  a  number  of  young  officers,  members 
of  difi'erent  churches,  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
hold  Sabbath  CA'cning  religious  exercises.  On  last 
Sunday  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment  Avas  absent,  but 
his  quarters  were  occupied  I)}''  an  acting  adjutant 

and  the  correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati  C .  Avho 

arc  members  of  the  Colonel's  mess.  The  correspond- 
ent, I  must  state,  was  just  recovering  from  an  attack 
of  fever.     During  the  day  a  friend  of  tlie  Adjutant 


arriA-ed  from  Nashville,  and  the  conversation  turned 
upon  a  trip  to  Lookout,  but  the  diificulty  Avas  in  ob- 
taining horses.  The  visitor  expressed  his  Avilling- 
ness  to  ride  on  a  mule ;  but  the  Adjutant  Avould  not 
listen  to  the  proposition,  and  endeavored  to  preAail 

upon  ]Mr.  D ,  the  correspondent,  to  give  ihe  A'is- 

itor  his  horse  and  ride  the  mule.  He  declined,  and 
the  trip  Avas  abandoned.  At  night  the  Colonel's 
large  quarters,  in  Avhich  the  correspondent  lay  sleep- 
ing, was  selected  for  religious  exercises.  The  com- 
pany of  Avorshipers  assembled,  and  the  exercises 
commenced  and  progressed  Avithout  interruption  to 
the  sleeping  gentleman  of  the  press,  Avhose  slumber 
Avas  broken  only  by  incoherent  mutterirtgs.  At  last, 
as  one  of  the  party  Avas  reading  the  hA'mn  found  in 
the  army  edition  published  by  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, entitled  "Is  it  I?"  the  closing  line  in  each 
verse  of  Avhicli  is  "  Come,  let  us  go,"  these  last  Avords 
caught  the  ear  of  the  slumberer,  and  tlyowing  up 
his  hands  he  exclaimed:  "Going  at  last,  gents? 
ril  ride  the  mule!"  He  Avas  on  his  feet  before  he 
comprehended  ihe  situation,  made  the  best  of  it,  and 
AA'as  a  listener  until  the  close  of  the  exercises. 


Here  is  a  neat  one  from  the  mother  of  Annie 
Curtis : 

All  the  bright  little  ones  are  not  outside  of  bright 
"Little  RhodA'."  We  haA'e  an  Annie,  tAvo  years 
and  nine  months  old.  While  holding  a  colloquy 
Avith  her  a  fcAv  days  since,  her  mother  said,  "You're 
mistaken,  Annie."  "No,  I'm  not  Mith  Taken; 
I'm  Mith  Turtith!"  AA^as  her  quick  rejoinder. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  in  Minnesota  writes  to  the 
DraAver : 

I  have  a  couple  of  "fax"  Avhich  occurred  in  my 
own  practice  that,  in  my  opinion,  are  AA-^orth  print- 
ing, and  here  they  are. 

In  1857  the  Statutes  of  California  authorized  the 
infliction  upon  the  "Greaser"  (native)  population, 
for  petty  offenses  "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of 
the  State, "  any  number  of  lashes  upon  the  bare  back 
not  exceeding  fortA'. 

We  had  just  elected  a  "Pike"  (as  aa-c  called  all 
Missourians)  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  our  toAvn,  and 
he  had  "qualified  according  to  laAV,"  Avhen  a  com- 
plaint Avas  made  before  him  that  a  certain  Greaser 
had  violated  the  laws  of  the  State  by  committing 
the  crime  of  larceny  to  the  amount  of  seA-en  dollars. 
The  complaint  Avas  made  on  Sunday;  the  Avarrant 
was  issued,  and  defendant  arrested,  and  asked  to 
plead  guilty  or  not  guilty  the  same  day.  At  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings  I  Avas  called  upon,  by  friends 
of  the  defendant,  to  conduct  the  defense;  and  upon 
repairing  to  the  court-room  found  the  "  Court''  about 
to  adjourn  until  the  next  day.  Being  someAvhat 
prejudiced  against  the  Avhipping  hiAv,  and  liaA'ing 
often  heard  the  person  then  acting  as  Court  express 
the  opinion  that  no  other  punishment  ought  to  be 
inflicted  upon  "  Greasers  or  Niggers,"  it  occurred  to 
me  that  I  might  elude  the  A^engeance  of  the  Court 
and  the  barbarism  of  the  laAv  by  a  little  "  strategy." 
KnoAving  that  an}'  sentence  the  Justice  might  give 
on  Sunday  Avould  be  void,  my  tactics  were  to  whee- 
dle the  Court  into  a  trial  upon  that  daij — instanter. 
Accordingly  I  read  to  the  Court  the  statute  provid- 
ing that  in  "o//  criminal  cases  the  accused  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  speedy  trial,"  etc.,  and  construed  the 
Avord  "a//"  to  mean  especially  cases  occurring  ou 
Sunday,  as  in  no  other  imaginable  case  Avould  thai 
Avord  be  necessary. 

This  Avas  not  very  brilliant,   I  admit,  but  the 
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Court  so  understood  it ;  and  so  the  trial  was  had, 
the  defendant  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive 
thirty-nine  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  as  I  had  antici- 
pated. Then  I  arose  and  moved  for  an  arrest  of 
judgment  and  new  trial  (which  was  then  allowed  in 
Justice's  courts  in  that  State),  upon  the  ground  that 
the  judgment  was  null,  being  rendered  on  Sunday; 
and  in  support  of  the  motion  read  another  statute 
which  provided  that  no  public  officer  should  transact 
any  business  on  the  Sabbath,  and  I  threatened  to 
procure  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  next  day  froiu  the 
District  J-'  Ige  iniless  my  motion  was  sustained. 

The  ire  of  the  Court  was  huge.  Turning  Avith 
wrathful  visage  upon  my  client  and  myself,  he  thun- 

.dered  forth,  "So,  Mr.  K ,  you  have  turned  pet- 

tifof/f/er;  I  thouglit  you  was  a  lawyer,  and  am  sorry 
tliat  I  was  deceived.  But,  Sir" — and  here  he  was 
specially  em[)hatic — "but.  Sir,  I  will  have  you  to 
know,  now  and  forever,  that  these  infernal  tliieving 
Greasers  can't  escape  justice  in  this  court  by  any 
sucli  trick!  Mr.  Constable^  you  will  see  the  sentence 
of  the  Court  executed  upon  the  prisoner  forthwith .'" 
The  Constable  demurred,  on  account  of  the  law. 
"Very  well,"  said  the  Court,  "  I  will  do  it  myself." 
And  h.e  did;  and  probably  the  lashes  were  none  the 
lighter  on  account  of  my  strategy. 

After  the  "thing  was  did"  the  Justice  called  at 
my  residence  to  "inform  me  that  I  niiglit  better 
postpone  my  habeas  corpus  until  the  Greaser's  back 
was  well."     It  is  needless  to  sav  that  I  concurred. 


Tin:  other  "  circumstance"  occurred  in  this  State, 
in  the  District  Court  for  the  — th  District: 

The  action  was  a  replevin  of  a  cow,  and  was 
tried  by  a  jury,  wlio,  after  consultation,  returned 
into  court,  and  the  Foreman  handed  up  to  the  Judge 
this  verdict:  "We,  the  jury,  find  the  cow  in  the 
plaintiff!" 

Witliout  reading  tlio  verdict  aloud,  the  Court  re- 
mark'd  that  "the  finding  was  intelligible,  perhaps, 
but  somc^what  informal ;  and  asked  the  Foreman  if 
the  verdict  was  intended  to  be  in  favor  of  the  plaint- 
iff.'" 

The  jur}',  one  and  all,  responded  that  such  teas 
the  intention. 

"Very  well,"  said  the  Court;  "Mr.  Clerk,  you 
may  enter  a  verdict  upon  the  record  in  proper  form, 
and  read  it  to  the  jury, "  at  the  same  time  passing 
the  verdict  as  returned  to  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  looked  at  the  verdict,  and  then  whis- 
pered to  the  Judge.  After  consulting  a  moment  the 
Clerk  resumed  his  pen  and  recorded  the  verdict,  and 
read  it  to  the  jury  as  follows : 

"  GeHtlemen  of  the  jur}',  hearken  and  answer. 
Is  this  your  verdict  as  the  Court  has  recorded  it ; 
In  the  case  of  A  vs.  B,  you  say  that  you  find  the 
plaintiff  in  the  com?'''' 

"  No,  no,  Mr.  Clerk,  that  will  not  do  !"  interrupt- 
ed the  Court.  And  again  there  was  a  whispered 
consultation  between  the  two  officials  ;  after  which 
the  Clerk  again  resumed  his  pen,  and  presently 
read  to  the  jury  as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,"  etc.  "  In  the  case  of 
A  vs.  B,  3'ou  say  that  you  find  the  property  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  cow — and  so  you  all  say.'''' 

"  No,  no,  Mr.  Clerk  ;  you  misunderstand  the  di- 
rection of  the  Court,"  said  the  Judge.  And  amidst 
the  "audible  smiles"  of  the  spectators  and  the  loud 
laughter  of  the  crowd  outside,  the  Court  and  Clerk 
again  consulted.  And  being  sure  he  was  right  this 
time,  the  Clerk  again  wrote  and  read : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  jury,"  etc.      " In  the  case  of 


A  vs.  B,  you  say  you  find  the  property  of  the  cow  in 
the  plaintiff,  and  so — "  But  human  nature  could 
stand  no  more!  A  storm  of  "applause,"  in  the 
shape  of  laughter,  shook  the  court-room,  utterly 
defying  the  sheriff  and  deputies,  wiio  in  vain  shout- 
ed "Order!  order!"  in  stentorian  tones.  Pending 
the  hubbub  the  Court  wrote  out  the  verdict  proper- 
ly, and  it  was  duly  recorded,  and  the  plaintiff  finally 
got  his  verdict  and  his  cow. 


The  celebrated  Thomas  F.  Marshall  being  in  the 
bar-room  of  the  Capitol  Hotel,  at  Frankfort,  one 
night,  got  into  an  altercation  with  a  young  man 
named  William  Sneed.  Young  Sneed,  in  great  ex- 
citement, jerked  out  a  pistol,  and  throAving  it  upon 
the  counter  seized  a  glass  tumbler,  saying,  "Now, 
Mr.  Marshall,  take  that  pistol.  Sir,  and  I  will  take 
this  tumbler  and  fight  you,  Sir!"  Captiiin  Mar- 
shall, with  one  of  his  peculiar  leers,  replied  to  this 
challenge:  "Ah!  Billy,  I  am  too  smart  for  you; 
you  can't  fool  me!  We  know  that  you  are  more 
expert  with  ihQ  glass  than  you  are  with  the  pistol !" 


"Away  down  East"  is  a  town  called  St.  George. 
In  this  town  lived  a  man  by  name  of  Andrew  Job- 
son.  Andrew's  reputation  was  not  so  good  but  that 
it  might  have  been  better.  Once  upon  a  time  he 
went  to  Thomaston  in  his  fishing-boat  to  sell  some 
fish,  and  was  espied  b}'  the  sheriff.  Andrew,  see- 
ing tlie  sheriff  come  on  board  his  boat,  supposed  him 
to  be  a  customer  for  fish,  and  answered  his  question 
with  all  the  confidence  imaginable. 

'*  I  believe  your  name  is  Andrew  Jobson,"  said 
the  sherifi". 

"  Yes,"  said  Andrew,  "  my  name  is  Andrew  Job- 
son,  the  world  over,  and  I  don't  caro  who  knows 
it.'- 

"  Then,"  said  the  sheriff,  "  3'ou  are  my  prisoner." 

"Ah,  but  stop  a  moment,"  said  AndreAV ;  "not 
quite  so  fast ;  you  have  made  a  slight  mistake  in 
your  man.  It's  my  brother  Ben  whose  name  is  An- 
drew." 


Joe  Fogler  and  IMichael  Waterbutt  were  two 
worthy  citizens  of  St.  George.  They  were  not  over- 
burdened with  that  goaheadativeness  that  charac- 
terized the  majority  of  their  neighbors;  and  they 
were  often  made  butts  of,  for  the  wags  of  St.  George 
to  shoot  their  wit  at.  On  one  "town-meeting day," 
when  business  dragged  slowly  along,  the  young 
folks,  to  amuse  themselves,  nominated  Joe  and  Mike 
— one  for  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  the  other 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures.  It  was  put  to 
vote  and  they  were  elected.  Contrary  to  every 
one's  expectations,  they  did  not  "resign  the  hon- 
ors," etc.  Joe  Avas  very  ignorant,  and  all  the  school- 
teachers had  to  be  examined  b}--  him  before  they 
could  be  qualified  to  teach  in  St.  George.  One  day 
a  confident  young  damsel  came  to  him  to  be  exam- 
ined as  a  teacher.  Joe  gave  her  a  chapter  in  the 
Bible  to  read.  She  did  very  well  till  she  came  to 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

"That's  not  right,"  said  Joe. 

"What's  not  right.?"  said  the  would-be  school- 
marm. 

"  That's  called  Nebox-your-nozer,"  said  Joe ;  and 
because  she  could  not  see  it  he  would  not  give  her  a 
certificate. 

Joe  went  by  the  name  of ' '  Neboxyoumozer"  ever 
after. 


Mike,  on  his  election  to  the  ofiice  of  Inspector  of 
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Weights  and  Measures,  called  the  next  day  on  the 
town-officers  for  the  standard  Avci.^hts  and  meas- 
ures. They  said  they  had  none.  lie  told  thcni  he 
sliould  give  thoni  short  notice  to  have  them,  or  he 
should  enter  complaints  against  the  to\Tn.  He  -vvcut 
all  through  the  town,  and  no  battered  pot  or  ancient 
scales  would  do.  They  must  have  new  ones.  On 
one  of  his  official  visits  he  was  asked  to  dinner. 
Mi]<e  looked  at  the  table,  plentifully  decorated  with 
corned  beef  and  cabbage,  and  coolly  told  them  that 
"  Avhen  he  was  on  town  business  he  expected  some- 
thing better  for  dinner  than  corned  beef  and  cab- 
bage." At  home  he  never  had  any  thing  better 
than  salted  porgies.  The  joke  of  making  Mike  In- 
spector of  Weights  and  Measures  cost  the  town 
something  over  $100. 


the  biggest  and  savagest  of  hornets,  and  stung  the 
disturbers  of  their  peace  most  unmercifully.  The 
bee-hunters  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  and  reached  home 
in  a  badly-swelled  and  soiTowful  condition.  Thcv 
tried  to  keep  secret  the  result  of  their  raid  into  the 
"enemy's  country;"  bnt  it  leaked  out,  and  one  of 
Jack's  neighbors  called  to  quiz  him  a  bit. 

"Well,  Jack,"  said  he,  "did  you  get  much  hon- 
ey?" 

"Wa'al,  no,"  Jack  answered,  rubbing  open  one 
of  his  swelled  peepers  to  get  a  squint  at  his  inquir- 
ing friend,  "  we  didn't  git  much  honcy^  but  we  broke 
vp  their  gol-jired  haunt !" 


JoiixxY,  a  youngster  of  some  eleven  years,  was 
one  dayadiscussing  probabilities  with  his  little  broth- 
er, a  six-year-old.  "When  I  am  grown  up,"  said 
Johnn)',  "I  shall  be  married,  and  my  children  will 
call  you  'Uncle  Seneca.'  And  you'll  say,  'Come 
here,  my  dear,  and  see  what  Uncle  Seneca's  got  for  i 
you.'"  I 

"Humph!"  ejaculates  the  little  one,  "I  guess  I 
shall  have  all  /  can  do  to  take  care  of  my  own  young 
ones !" 

I  SEE  in  the  Magazine  for  July,  says  a  Wisconsin 
gentleman,  a  pretty  good  anecdote  about  Colonel 

B ,  late  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  Wisconsin 

Volunteers,  but  I  can  tell  j'ou  a  better  one. 

The  Colonel,  withal,  is  a  lawyer  .and  a  politician, 
and,  like  many  lawyers,  writes  a  very  poor  hand, 
so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  person  not  ac- 
quainted with  it  to  read  it.  Once  upon  a  time  he 
wrote  to  a  political  chum  at  Appleton,  in  which 
some  important  plans  for  an  approaching  campaign 
were  divulged ;  but  our  Appleton  friend  was  unable 
to  read  the  letter.  Finally,  after  showing  it  around 
to  all  the  leading  personages  of  the  place,  and  get- 
ting all  the  aid  he  could,  he  was  enabled  to  make 
out  all  the  letter  but  one  line  at  the  bottom.  A  few 
days  after  receiving  the  Colonel's  letter  he  was  vis- 
ited by  the  Colonel  at  Appleton,  and  after  exchang- 
ing the  usual  salutations,  and  while  surrounded  by 
a  bevy  of  acquaintances,  the  Appleton  friend  re- 
marked to  the  Colonel  that  he  had  received  the  let- 
ter, and  with  the  aid  of  the  good  folks  of  Appleton 
he  could  read  it  all  but  the  last  line  ;  and  producing 
the  letter,  remarked  to  the  Colonel  that  none  of 
them  could  make  out  that.  "Why,"  says  the  Col- 
onel, "  that  is  '  Strictly  confidential.' "  The  Apple- 
ton  chum  stood  treat. 

A  FRIEND  in  Grovesend,  Canada  West,  writes  to 
the  Drawer : 

I  was  engaged  in  sheep-shearing,  an  operation 
which  my  little  nephew,  four  years  old,  observed 
with  a  great  deal  of  attentive  anxiety.  At  length 
he  eagerly  asked :  ! 

"Uncle,  when  I  get  to  be  a  big  man  can't  I  peel 
sheep  too?" 

A  Vermonter  sends  the  two  following : 

Jack  N found  a  "  bee  tree"  in  the  woods  on 

the  York  State  shore  of  the  Champlain,  and  mak- 
ing his  discovery  known  to  a  couple  of  his  friends 
they  loaded  their  scow  with  pails  to  hold  the  honey, 
and  put  across  the  lake  to  secure  the  prize  as  quick- 
ly as  possible.  But  when,  after  an  hour's  chopping, 
they  got  tho  tree  down,  the  bees  turned  out  to  be 


Old  North  was  helping  us  in  haying,  and  one 
day  when  I  was  turning  the  stone  for  him  to  grind 
his  scythe  we  were  talking  of  a  neighbor  who  had 
been  bedridden  for  years. 

"  What's  the  matter  ails  him  ?"  North  asked. 

I  told  him  that  he  had  lost  the  use  of  his  legs, 
suffered  but  little  pain,  and  went  on  to  describe  his 
case  as  well  as  I  could,  adding  that  I  believed  the 
doctors  were  unable  to  name  his  disease. 

"Well,"  said  North,  with  a  prodigiously  wise, 
self-satisfied  air,  "  I  can  tell  ye  what  'tis :  he's  got 
dyspepsy  in  the  leijs!     That's  what's  the  matter." 


The  humors  of  the  war  come  in.  An  officer  in 
Georgia  writes : 

One  night  General was  out  on  the  line,  and 

observed  a  light  on  the  mountain  opposite.  Think- 
ing it  was  a  signal-light  of  the  enemy,  he  remarked 
to  his  artillery  officer  that  a  hole  could  easily  be  put 
through  it.  Whereupon  the  officer,  turning  to  the 
corporal  in  charge  of  the  gun,  said  : 

"  Corporal,  do  you  see  that  light?" 

"Yes,  Sir." 

"Put  a  hole  through  it,"  ordered  the  captain. 

The  corporal  sighted  the  gun,  and  when  all  was 
ready  he  looked  up  and  said : 

"Captain,  that's  the  moon." 

"  Don't  care  for  that,"  was  the  captain's  ready  re- 
sponse ;   "  put  a  hole  through  it  any  how." 


Heke  is  an  incident  in  the  career  of  a  Kentucky 
Colonel  of  Cavalry  which  is  worthy  of  mention : 

During  General  Buell's  campaign  after  Bragg, 
through   Kentucky,  in   the  fall  of  18G2,  Colonel 

T 's  regiment  of  cavalry  was  in  advance,  and 

being  ordered  by  Major-General  Thomas  to  mount 
and  move  forward,  he  gave  the  following  original 
command :  "  Prepare  to  get  on  your  critters — Git  !" 
It  is  needless  to  say  the  regiment  "got"  inconti- 
nently. 

And  this,  from  the  sea,  is  fresh : 

Captain  H 1,  for  some  time  in  command  of 

the  ,  w^as  a  little  green  when  he  iirst  entered 

the  service.  When  he  took  command  he,  of  course, 
gave  the  vessel  a  thorough  inspection,  examining 
every  thing  with  the  air  of  one  that  knew  his  busi- 
ness. Arriving  at  last  at  the  magazine,  the  gun- 
ner's mate  was  showing  him  the  different  kinds  of 
ammunition,  and,  among  other  things,  pointed  out 
the  "canister"  to  him.      "How  is  this?"  says  he. 

"I  gave  the  Paymaster  three  or  four  lockers  for 
his  provisions,  and  T  shall  not  allow  him  to  put  his 
canned  meat  in  my  magazine !"     At  another  time, 

'  during  an  engagement,  he  ordered  the  "  canister" 
to  be  cut  to  two  seconds.    Having  recently  resigned, 

1  I  suppose  he  will  now  make  "canister"  an  especial 

I  studv. 
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From  Nashville  we 
have  the  following : 

At  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal's office  of  the  good 
city  of  Nashville  you 
enter  by  one  door  and 
make  your  exit  by  an- 
other. The  crowd  at 
the  first  is  often  intense, 
and  the  press  to  get 
next  to  it,  so  as  to  enter 
wdth  the  five  or  six  that 
are  admitted  at  a  time, 
frequently  so  energetic 
that  the  guard  has  to 
charge  bayonets  to  keep 
from  being  overwhelm- 
ed by  the  eager  appli- 
cants. Some  time  since 
your  correspondent  was 
in  just  such  a  crowd, 
and  the  enthusiasm  to 
enter  becoming  rather 
wild,  the  guard  mado  a 
vigorous  charge  and 
cleared  a  considerable 
space  in  front  of  the 
door.  One  of  the  fore- 
most, made  thus  sud- 
denly to  change  his 
oase,  had  a  bottle  of  the 
*'crecter"  broken  in  the 
pocket  of  his  coat-tail, 
and  it  flowed  in  all  its 
•potent  fragrance  on  the 
iloor.  "Well,"  said  an 
old  veteran  near,  "I've 
>een  a  good  many  dif- 
ferent sort  of  presses, 
but  I  never  seed  whisky 
pressed  out  of  a  fellow 
in  that  fashion  afore !" 


One  of  our  neighbor- 
ing stations  was  occu- 
pied a  short  time  since 
by  a  colored  garrison 
with  a  colored  Provost  Marshal.  Not  a  man  in  it, 
from  Marshal  down,  could  read  or  write.  Passes 
were  procured  by  the  applicant's  writing  it  out  to 
suit  his  wishes,  and  taking  it  to  the  "  officer  com- 
manding," who  would  then  affix  his  mark  at  the 
foot  of  the  right-hand  corner.  An  acquaintance  re- 
lated to  me  his  experience.  Having  written  his 
pass,  and  had  it  properly  "countersigned,"  becomes 
to  dignified  Africanus  on  picket  duty.  Picket  takes 
the  pass  upside  down,  looks  at  it  carefully,  and  turn- 
ing to  our  friend  says,  "  Sar,  dis  pass  won't  do.  Dat 
mark  ought  to  should  have  been  on  dnt  corner!"  It 
took  some  time  to  convince  him  that  it  was  properly 
made,  but  after  conning  it  over  a  second  time  after 
it  was  handed  him  right  side  up,  he  agreed  to  "let 
dat  man  pass." 

The  humors  of  the  Navj-  come  out  in  such  jokes 
as  these : 

Our  excellent  gun-boat,  the  We-no-shepokes-slow, 
had  been  out  of  port  quite  an  extended  period.  Our 
mess  was  the  owner  of  some  butter,  which,  follow- 
ing rules  and  regulations  naval,  outranked  by  sen- 
iority all  other  butter  that  came  upon  the  ship. 
While  admitting  its  abstract  right  to  do  so.  we  nev- 
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A  RURAL  TABLEAU. 
IdTTLE  Jennie  finds  it  hard  work  to  sustain  the  cliaracter  of ''  Moses  in  the  Bul- 
rushes," sitting  on  an  Ants'  nest. 


ertheless  voted  that  it  had  clearly  no  right  to  out- 
rank us  to  the  extent  that  it  did ;  and  consequently 
various  curious  chemical  processes  were  detailed, 
each  of  which  Avas  equal  to  the  task  of  deceiving  us 
into  the  belief  that  the  new  product  would  "taste 
like  butter  just  from  the  churn."  Our  caterer,  be- 
ing a  man  of  extensive  famiW  experience,  had  the 
ear  of  the  mess,  and  boldly  asserted  that  first  wash- 
ing in  diluted  chlorid  of  lime,  followed  by  a  cleans- 
ing bath  of  pure  water,  was  an  infallible  cure.  But 
where  should  we  get  the  chlorid  aforesaid?  The 
doctor  Avas  appealed  to,  who  had  no  chlorid  of  lime, 
but  had  what  was  just  as  good — chlorid  potassium. 

Caterer  was  not  posted  on  chlorid  i)otassium,  but 
considering  the  authority  good,  gave  our  steward 
instructions  how  to  manipulate  the  strong.  At  din- 
ner-time he  brought  upon  the  table  two  plates  in 
appearance  of  yellow  butter,  in  reality  of  beautiful 
soap. 

The  imperturbable  Ensign  H got  the  first 

mouthful,  but  with  a  slight  grimace  swallowed  his 
disgust  and  the  soap.  With  an  anathema  on  that 
hollow  tooth  he  passed  the  dish  to  our  fastidious 
paymaster  with  eloquent  laudations.  Paymaster 
took  the  bait  unsuspiciously,  but  without  making  a 
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sign  was  taken  sea-sick,  and  "rushed  frantically" 
to  the  side. 

AVhen  all  that  could  bo  were  sold  and  marked,  the 
joke  was  saddled  upon  the  Doctor  and  caterer,  each 
of  whom  accuses  the  other  of  immense  chemical  ig- 
norance to  this  day. 

Ouu  Trisli  voung  lady  boarder,  or  maid-of-all-work, 
is  verv  knoAving.  I  said  to  her  that  I  should  get 
some  German  silver  spoons  for  the  kitchen.  "  Och, 
and  ye  hadn't  belter  be  gittin'  ony  o'  them  kind,  for 
the  German  washes  all  out  of  them,  and  laves  no- 
thin'  but  the  silver." 

Ax  officer  in  the  Eighteenth  Missouri  mounted 
infantrv  sends  the  two  following: 

We  have  a  jolly  old  Captain,  Avho  is  every  thing 
good  and  efficient  as  an  officer,  a  friend,  and  a  gen- 
tleman ;  but  he  never  deemed  a  close  studv  of  the 
dictionary  as  essential  to  getting  a  living  or  subdu- 
ini:;  this  wicked  rebellion.  One  hot  day  the  Cap- 
tain, floating  around,  sat  down  under  the  arbor  in 
front  of  my  tent,  and.  picking  up  a  late  paper,  com- 
menced to  read  aloud  the  heading  of  the  telegraphic 
column  as  follows: — 
"  Repulse— of— a— sor- 
tie —  at  —  Charleston." 
Savs  he : 

''Sortie?  Sortie?  A. 
Sortie  ?  Cap,  have  the 
rebels  any  general  by 
the  name  of  A.  Sortie  ?" 

'•Certainly,"  said  I; 
"  I've  heard  of  old  Sor- 
tie frequently." 

"Well,  I  guess  I 
have,"  said  the  Cap- 
tain, "  come  to  think 
now;  Foe  h^arn  of  Jus 
being  repulsed  very  oft- 
en:' 


indicate.  Jim  owns  a  cart,  and  having  harness 
made  to  fit  himself,  acts  the  part  of  a  horse,  and 
does  considerable  carting  for  people.  Upon  one  oc- 
casion John  B.  Noble,  a  butcher,  better  known  as 
Beefy  Noble,  employed  him  to  cart  a  load  of  beef  to 
market.  As  he  was  proceeding  with  the  load  along 
Main  Street  the  cars  passed.  Imagining  himself  a 
horse,  he  took  fright,  ran  away,  upsetting  the  cart, 
and  turning  its  contents  on  the  street.  After  mak- 
ing the  circuit  of  several  squares  he  was  stopped, 
with  eyes  and  nostrils  dilated,  and  snorting  in  imi- 
tation of  a  horse.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  Beefy 
never  again  employed  him. 


The  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  George 
are  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  the  fishing  busi- 
ness. A  worthy  minister,  going  about  seeking  for 
"a  call,"  came  to  St.  George.  In  his  sermon,  speak- 
ing of  the  Saviour,  he  said,  "He  had  no  pride;  he 
treated  alike  the  rich  and  poor,  the  high  and  low ; 
he  even  condescended  to  take  for  companions  poor, 
mean  fishermen,  the  most  degraded  class  of  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth."  The  minister  went  away 
from  St.  George  wondering  why  he  got  no  "call." 


i  KM  1 1 -Lin 
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The  Captain  is  a 
very  obliging  gentle- 
man, and  not  long  ago, 
lying  under  a  tree,  after 
a  halt,  I  was  feverish 
and  sick.  Seeing  the 
Captain  passing  in  the 
direction  of  the  Sur- 
geon's tree  I  asked  him 
to  be  kind  enough  to 
tell  the  Doctor  to  send 
me  a  strong  Seidlitz 
powdor  or  its  equiva- 
lent. "  Certainly,"  said 
tlie  Captain  ;  and  going 
straight  to  the  Doctor's 
he  addressed  him  thus : 

"Doctor ,  Captain 

is  verv  sick,  and 


wants  you  to  send  him 
a  Seidlitz  powder.  Yes, 
and  ef  you  hain't  any, 
send  him  some  ciuiva- 

1  lit. 


A  HINT  FOR  POLITICIANS. 


Ix    Carlisle,    Penn- 
M'lvania,  livens,  a  negro 

)y    tne    name    ot    .)im        Prf.bidknt  of  the  Club. — "  Now,  Kernel,  there's  a  Dolepation  ns  is  u  delegation  ;  real 
nlack,    and  who    is   as    hanl-fi-ted  fellern,  as  Ml  work  as  well  as  vote  for  a  friend,  and  won't  stand  no  nonsense." 
black  as  his  name  would       Candidate.—"  Proud  to  know  you,  Gen'lm'n.     Come,  let's  liquor!" 


^\s\j\im  fe  (Drtnlier, 

Furnished  by  Mr.  G.  Brodie,  300  Canal  Street^  JSFeio  Yorh^  and  drawn  by 
VoiGT  from  actual  articles  of  Costume. 


FiGUKE  1. — Promenade  Kobe. 


688 


IIArvPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Figure  2. — Circular  Pardessus. 


THE  Promenade  Robe  is  of  light  stone-colored 
merino,  -with  mazarine  blue  taffeta  forming  the 
ornament.  Tliis  is  outlined  by  a  narrow  black  vel- 
vet, which  ha.'i  an  edging  of  black  lace.  The  robe 
is  made  en  soutane,  that  is,  the  body  and  skirt  are 
cut  in  one  piece,  without  seam  at  the  waist. 


The  "  Circular"  represented  above  is  of  black 
velvet,  trimmed  with  crochet  ornaments  and  fringe, 
crimped  and  plain  tassels  alternating  with  each 
other. — Another  style  of  pardessus  consists  of  a 
"circular,"  with  a  f/ih't  front,  the  circular  falling 
free  from  the  apex  of  the  breast. 
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I'LMO   INDIAN   GIRLS. 


[WAS  now  on  the  borders  of  a  region  in  which 
the  wildest  romance  was  strangely  mingled 
Ivith  the  most  startling  realities.  Each  day  of 
our  sojourn  at  Fort  Yuma  brought  with  it  some 
fabulous  story  of  discoA^ery  or  some  tragic  nar- 
rative of  suffering  and  death.  There  were  vague 
rumors  of  silver  veins  found  on  the  banks  of  the 
Colorado  of  such  incredible  richness  that  Washoe 
was  left  in  the  shade  ;  there  were  hints  of  a  gold- 


en region  east  of  the  Rio  Verde  and  north  of  the 
Gila  which  Spaniards,  Mexicans,  and  Ameri- 
cans had  been  trying  to  reach  for  over  three 
centuries,  now  opening  up  with  all  its  glittering 
treasures :  credulity  was  taxed  with  the  mar- 
velous stories  of  mineral  wealth  in  and  beyond 
the  San  Francist^o  mountains.  No  longer  was 
the  narrative  of  the  brave  old  adventurer,  Fran- 
cis Vasquez  de  Coronado,  to  be  deemed  a  mere 


Ent&red  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  tlie  year  1S64,  by  Harper  and  Brothers,  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
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romance,  for  truly  the  Indians  "  had  great  store 
of  gold."  Their  precious  bullets  were  already 
finding  their  way  down  to  the  Pimo  villages 
and  Fort  Yuma — a  fact  that  I  could  not  doubt, 
since  I  saw  many  of  them  myself.  Nor  was  it 
beyond  credit  that  Friar  Marco  do  Nic^a  found 
in  this  region,  as  early  as  1540,  "a  greater  use 
and  more  abundance  of  gold  and  silver  than  in 
Peru" — if  but  half  we  now  heard  was  true  ;  and 
who  could  doubt  it  with  the  evidence  of  his  own 
eyes?  The  least  imaginative  and  most  incred- 
ulous reader  of  the  old  Spanish  chronicles  could 
not  dispute  the  statement  of  Antonio  de  Espejo, 
that  he  found  in  his  journey  to  the  Zuni,  in 
1583,  "rich  mines  of  silver,  which,  according 
to  the  judgment  of  skillful  men,  were  very  plen- 
tiful and  rich  in  metal."  But  far  beyond  these 
musty  records  of  early  Spanish  enterprise  were 
the  verbal  narratives  to  be  heard  every  day 
from  men  who  had  explored  various  portions  of 
the  country  lying  to  the  north  of  the  Gila,  and 
along  the  range  of  the  35th  parallel  of  latitude. 
At  the  store  of  Messrs.  Hooper  and  Hinton,  in 
Arizona  City,  I  saw  masses  of  pure  gold  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  my  hand  brought  in  by  some  of 
these  adventurers,  who  stated  that  certain  In- 
dians liad  assured  them  they  knew  of  places  in 
the  mountains  where  the  surface  of  the  ground 
was  covered  with  the  same  kind  of  "  heavy  yel- 
low stones."  Neither  threats,  nor  presents,  nor 
offers  of  unlimited  reward  could  induce  the  wily 
savages  to  guide  the  white  men  to  these  fabu- 
lous regions  of  wealth.  ''Why  should  we?"' 
said  they — and  with  good  reason — "you  are  al- 
ready taking  our  country  from  us  fast  enough ; 
we  will  soon  have  no  place  of  safety  left.  If 
we  show  you  where  these  yellow  stones  are  you 
will  come  there  in  thousands  and  drive  ns  away 
and  kill  us."  It  was  equally  in  vain  the  wliite 
men  offered  to  buy  the  gold  from  them.  Whis- 
ky, knives,  tobacco,  blankets — all  the  Indians 
craved  had  no  effect.  On  that  point  they  were 
immovable.  The  excitement  produced  by  the 
information  they  had  given,  and  the  effect  of 
their  obduracy  in  refusing  to  disclose  the  locali- 
ty of  tlie  "yellow  stones,"  alarmed  them,  and 
they  evaded  all  further  importunities  by  saying 
they  knew  nothing  about  it  themselves :  only 
the  old  men  of  their  tribes  had  told  them  these 
tilings,  and  they  thought  it  was  all  a  lie.  If 
the  statements  gathered  up  in  this  way  were  not 
corroborated  from  so  many  different  sources  it 
would  be  easy  to  attribute  them  to  a  natural 
proclivity  on  the  part  of  mankind  toward  the 
marvelous  in  every  thing  connected  with  the 
discovery  of  the  precious  metals.  But  we  have 
this  story  in  various  shapes  throughout  Arizona, 
not  only  from  different  tribes  of  Indians,  but 
from  wholly  different  races  of  men,  and  all 
tending  toward  the  region  north  of  the  Gila  and 
east  of  the  Rio  Verde.  Felix  Aubrey,  the  fti- 
mous  explorer  (killed  a  few  years  ago  in  an 
affray  at  vSanta  Fi-),  tells  us,  in  his  journal  of 
185.''),  that  he  found  gold  in  such  abundance 
along  the  banks  of  the  Colorado  that  in  some 
places  "it  glistened  upon  the  ground."     After 


crossing  a  branch  of  the  Gila  he  met  some  In- 
dians from  whom  he  obtained  over  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars'  worth  of  g(dd  for  a  few  old  articles 
of  clothing  ;  and  he  further  mentions  that  these 
Indians  use  gold  bullets  of  different  sizes  for 
their  guns,  and  that  he  saw  one  of  them  put 
four  such  bullets  in  his  gun  to  shoot  a  rabbit. 
Next  day  his  mule  broke  down,  and  an  Indian 
gave  him  for  it  a  lump  of  gold  weighing  a 
pound  and  a  half  less  one  ounce. 

As  an  offset  to  these  exciting  reports,  corrob- 
orated to  a  great  extent  by  the  masses  of  virgin 
ore  brought  in  from  time  to  time,  the  stories  of 
escape  from  the  barbarous  Apaches  that  inhabit 
the  country,  their  sagacity,  cruelty,  and  relent- 
less hostility  to  Avhite  men  ;  the  thrilling  accounts 
of  suffering  from  scarcity  of  food  and  water,  and 
the  various  perils  of  life  and  limb  encountered 
in  the  rugged  mountains  and  rock-bound  canons 
were  well  calculated  to  moderate  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  we  looked  forward  to  our  tour  and 
its  probable  results.  Still,  hope  was  ever  upper- 
most, and  I  doubt  if  there  was  one  in  the  party 
who  would  have  taken  less  than  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  cash  in  hand,  for  his  chances  of  a  for- 
tune, unless  it  was  George,  our  unhappy  driver, 
who  on  the  occasion  of  every  new  proof  tending 
to  show  the  unbounded  richness  of  Arizona, 
groaned  aloud  in  agony  of  spirit,  as  if  he  thought 
gold  and  silver  of  no  consequence  whatever  com- 
pared with  the  treasures  of  Mary  Jane's  affec- 
tion. 

Conspicuous  among  the  mines  of  which  we 
had  glowing  accounts  was  the  Moss  Lead,  near 
Fort  Mojave.  This  mine  was  long  known  to 
Iretaba,  the  distinguished  Mojave  Chief,  who,  in 
consideration  of  friendly  services  rendered  him 
by  Mr.  Moss,  the  first  American  proprietor 
(whose  name  it  bears),  conducted  him  to  it. 
Iretaba  has  reaped  his  reward  in  his  recent  visit 
to  San  Francisco  and  the  Atlantic  States.  There 
was  also  the  "Apache  Chief" — a  silver  mine, 
said  to  be  quite  equal  to  any  thing  in  Washoe, 
though  it  may  be  long  before  the  diA'idends  satis- 
fy the  stockholders  on  that  point.  The  town 
.  of  La  Paz  was  growing  into  importance.  Miners 
and  traders  were  opening  out  the  jjlacer  region 
to  the  eastward,  and  the  accounts  brought  down 
by  stray  "  pilgrims"  were  of  the  most  flattering 
character.  Walker's  and  Weaver's  diggings, 
and  the  placers  on  the  Hasiampa,  were  repre- 
sented to  be  so  rich  that  fortunes  could  be  made 
in  an  incredibly  short  time,  if  there  was  only 
water  enough  to  "wash  the  dirt."  But  lack  of 
water  and  abundance  of  marauding  Indians 
were  a  constant  source  of  trouble  to  the  miners, 
Avho  someliow  were  always  getting  poorer  the 
longer  they  staid  there.  The  few  that  I  saw- 
come  down  to  Fort  Yuma  were  bronzed,  bat- 
tered, ragged,  and  hungry;  they  went  into  Ari- 
zona with  an  outfit,  and  were  leaving  it  without 
any  fit  at  all,  unless  it  might  be  that  mentioned 
by  Shakspeare.  If  after  their  ex])ericnce  of 
the  dry  diggings  they  were  not  fit  for  treasons, 
stratagems,  and  spoils,  I  certainly  don't  know 
what  j)ossible  use  they  could  make  of  their  time 
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in  future.  Yet  the 
;^eneral  concurrcTicG 
of  testitnony  was  en- 
couraging. It  was 
beyond  question  a  re- 
gion rich  in  the  pre- 
cious metals.  Water 
was  the  i)rincipal  de- 
sideratum. The  sea- 
son had  been  unusual- 
ly dry.  It  was  not 
so  always :  the  time 
would  come  when 
Heaven  would  shed 
some  tears  of  com- 
miseration upon  the 
suffering  miners. 

New  and  rich  silver 
veins  had  been  discov- 
ered a  short  distance 
above  Fort  Yuma  on 
the  Colorado,    which 
were    attracting   con- 
siderable     attention. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Cas- 
tle Dome,  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  river 
and    thirty-five    from 
the    Fort,    the    veins 
prospected  were    nu- 
merous and  extensive, 
and  the  ores  of  a  very 
promising    character. 
I  saw  some  of  them 
myself,  and  am  satis- 
fied   they    contain    a 
great     abundance  of 
lend.     No  assays  had 
been     made     that    I 
heard    of,    but    gen- 
tlemen who  owned  in  them  assured  me  there 
was  silver  in  tliem  as  well  as  lead,  whether  much 
or  little  remained  to  be  seen.    The  main  trouble 
about  the  Castle  Dome  district  is,  that  if  ever 
it  becomes  a  valuable  mining  region,  some  dif- 
ferent arrangement  must  be  made  for  the  supply 
of  water.     At  present  it  has  to  be  hauled,  or 
carried  on  pack  animals,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
five  miles.     The  country  is  one  of  the  roughest 
ever  trodden  by  the  foot  of  man.      I  tliink  it 
must  originally  have  been  designed  for  mount- 
ain sheep,  which  are  said  to  abound  in  that 
vicinity.    These  animals  have  prodigious  horns, 
upon  which  they  alight  when  they  tumble  down 
the  cliffs.     How  they  get  up  again  is  difficult  to 
conjecture.    My  own  impression  is  that  they  are 
born  there,  and  are  pushed  over  by  otlier  sheep. 
Very  little  work  has  yet  been   done  in   the 
Castle  Dome  district,  although  some  hundreds 
of  claims  have  been  prospected,  and  extensions 
run  upon  the  most  promising.     None  of  them 
that  I  heard  of  have  as  yet  been  run  in  the 
ground,    except   on    Montgomery    Street,    San 
Francisco. 

The  Eureka,  another  district  of  recent  dis- 
covery, lies  on  tlie  banks  of  the  Colorado,  about 


CASTLE   DOME. 

thirty  miles  above  Fort  Yuma.     Considerable 
attention  has  been  attracted  to  the  silver  veins 
alleged  to  exist  in  this  district.     I  saw  quanti- 
ties of  the  ore,  which  certainly  present  some 
very  fine  indications  of  galena.     A  gentleman 
presented  me  with  a  specimen  from  one  of  his 
mines,  containing  a  piece  of  pure  silver  about 
the  size  of  a  marrowfat  pea.     Whether  it  was 
melted  out  of  the  rock  or  into  it  I  have  no  means 
of  knowing,  though  my  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  donor  remains  unshaken.     I  be- 
lieve there  is  silver  in  Eureka,  and  I  believe  a 
very  good  yield  will  come  out  of  it  as  soon  as 
the  parties  who  Iiold  the  claims  sell  out  to  some 
other  parties.     At  present  the  great  drawback 
to   mining  here  is,   that    the   owners    of  feet 
have  no  money  to  expend  in  extracting  their 
wealth  from  the  ground  ;  and  when  people  who 
have  money  desire  to  invest,  the  men  of  feet 
demand  extraordinary  sums,  because  they  think 
claims  that  attract  capital  must  be  of  extraordi- 
nary value.     Offer  one  of  them  fifty  dollars  a 
foot,  and  he  will  refuse  a  hundred ;  but  let  him 
alone  till  his  beans  give  out,  and  he  will  sell  for 
fifty  cents.     For  this  reason,  although  chiims 
are  numbered  by  the  score,  and  cities  contain- 
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ing  from  one  to  three  houses  are  springing  np  all 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  very  little  work  has 
yet  been  done  in  the  develoj)ment  of  the  mines. 
The  Gnadalon])e  and  the  Rosario,  from  which 
some  ])romising  ores  have  been  taken,  will  prob- 
ably be  ill  successful  operation  within  a  few 
rears.  It  is  not  improbable  that  by  a  proper 
system  of  smelting  the  average  of  the  ores 
found  in  the  Eureka  and  Silver  district  would 
yiekl  a  hundred  dollars  to  the  ton.  Abundance 
of  mesquit  and  cotton-wood  grows  in  the  valleys 
and  bottoms,  and  there  is  water  enough  in  tlie 
Colorado  River,  even  at  its  present  low  stage, 
to  run  several  steam-engines. 

Is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  that,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  these  glowing  reports,  I  begin  to  look 
upon  Arizona  with  distended  eyes ;  that  an  in- 
ternal conviction  possessed  ma  that  I  was  born 
un  ler  a  lucky  star,  however  roughly  the  world 
had  used  me  up  to  the  present  date  ?  All  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  past  years ;  my  early 
experience  as  a  whale-fisher;  my  public  serv- 
ices as  an  Inspector  of  Customs,  so  ungratefully 
rewarded  by  a  note  of  three  lines;  my  claim 
agency  at  Washoe,  and  the  bankruptcy  that  re- 
sulted from  my  investments  in  the  D3ad-Broke 
and  Sorrowful  Countenance,  were  but  the  prices 
paid  fn*  that  valuable  experience  which  was 
now  about  to  culminate  in  discoveries  that 
would  electrify  the  world,  and  result  in  an  ef- 
fort on  my  part  to  liquidate  the  public  debt  ? 
When  I  walked  out,  on  the  plea  of  exercise,  I 
secretly  picked  up  every  conspicuous  stone  by 
the  way-side,  examined  it  carefully,  and  thought 
it  contained  indications  ;  I  burrowed  into  gravel 
and  sand  banks,  and  carried  a  hammer  in  my 
pocket  for  the  purpose  of  knocking  off  crop- 
pings  ;  I  closely  investigated  the  general  con- 
figuration of  the  earth  ;  I  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  my  friend  Poston,  the  original  pro- 
jector and  principal  owner  of  Arizona  City,  for 
the  purchase  of  a  thousand  water-lots.  In  fine, 
I  laid  all  my  plans  with  such  foresight  and  sa- 
gacity that  the  result  astonishes  me.  But  of 
that  anon. 

We  remained  a  week  at  Fort  Yuma,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  all  being  ready — damages 
to  our  ambulance  repaired,  stores  laid  in,  an 
escort  provided,  letters  written  home,  and  orders 
given  to  forward  the  Indian  goods  designed  for 
the  Pimos,  Maricojias,  and  Pai)agoes.  as  soon 
as  possible — we  bade  good-by  to  our  hospitable 
friends  at  the  Fort,  and  set  forth  on  our  jour- 
ney. Before  us,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
stretched  vast  deserts  dotted  with  mesquit,  sage, 
and  grease-wood,  and  distant  ranges  of  mount- 
ains rugged  and  barren,  but  singularly  varied 
in  outline.  A  glowing,  hazy,  mystic  atmos- 
phere hung  over  the  whole  country — according 
well  with  the  visionary  enterprises  and  daring 
explorations  of  the  old  Spanish  adventurers, 
who,  three  centuries  ago,  had  journeyed  along 
the  banks  of  the  Gila — the  river  of  the  Swift 
Waters. 

Little  was  there  now  to  indicate  the  grandeur 
of  this  wild  stream  of  the  desert  during  seasons 


of  flood.  A  glaring  sand-bottom  fringed  with 
cotton-wood  and  arrow-weed,  through  which  in 
shallow  veins  the  water  coursed,  leaving  here 
and  there  patches  of  sand  as  a  resting-place  for 
:  numerous  aquatic  fowl,  whose  wild  cries  dis- 
turbed the  solitude,  formed  the  chief  character- 
istics of  the  Gila  in  January,  ISG-t.  A  few 
j  miles  beyond  Arizona  City  we  struck  off  to  the 
:  right,  and  for  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  miles  trav- 
I  eled  on  tiie  upjier  stratum  of  the  Gila  bottom, 
which  we  found  well  wooded  with  mesquit. 
The  roads  range  any  where  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  the  direct  route.  Every  traveler  seems 
to  take  a  road  to  suit  himself,  the  chief  object 
being  to  find  one  that  is  not  cut  up  by  heavy 
Government  wagons.  I  had  a  new  experience 
here — apparently  smooth  roads  so  full  of"  chuck- 
holes"  that  it  was  im])Ossible  to  go  a  hundred 
yards  withont  danger  of  breaking  the  wheels  of 
our  ambulance. 

Quail  were  very  abundant  as  we  drew  near 
our  first  camping-]>lace  on  the  Gila.  I  killed 
about  two  dozen  on  the  wing ;  that  is  to  say,  I 
was  on  the  wing  myself  when  I  shot,  but  the 
quail  were  on  the  ground.  If  that  does  not 
amount  to  tlie  same  thing  I  crave  jmrdon  of  the 
sporting  fraternity.  Travelers  in  Arizona  can 
not  afford  to  waste  powder  at  $2  per  pound,  and 
shot  at  81,  on  mere  fancy  shots.  No  man  be- 
longing to  the  party  was  permitted,  on  pain  of 
the  severe  disjileasure  of  our  commander-in- 
chief,  to  kill  less  than  four  quail  at  a  shot.  I 
killed  three  once,  and  only  succeeded  in  evading 
the  penalty  that  attached  to  the  offense  by  bold- 
ly asserting  my  belief  that  there  were  only  three 
grains  of  shot  in  the  gun. 

We  camped  at  Gila  City,  a  very  pretty  place, 
encircled  in  the  rear  by  volcanic  hills  and  mount- 
ains, and  pleasantly  overlooking  the  bend  of  the 
river,  with  its  sand-flats,  arrow-weeds,  and  cot- 
ton-woods in  front.  Gold  was  found  in  the  ad- 
jacent hills  a  few  years  ago,  and  a  grand  furor 
for  the  "placers  of  the  Gila"  raged  throughout 
the  Territory.  At  one  time  over  a  thousand 
hardy  adventurers  were  prospecting  the  gulches 
and  canons  in  this  vicinity.  The  earth  was 
turned  inside  out.  Rumors  of  extraordinary 
discoveries  flew  on  the  wings  of  the  wind  in  ev- 
ery direction.  Enterprising  men  hurried  to  the 
spot  with  barrels  of  whisky  and  billiard-tables ; 
Jews  came  with  ready-made  clothing  and  fancy 
wares ;  traders  crowded  in  with  wagon-loads  of 
pork  and  beans ;  and  gamblers  came  with  cards 
and  monte-tables.  There  was  every  thing  in 
Gila  City  within  a  few  months  but  a  church  and 
a  jail,  which  were  accounted  barbarisms  by  the 
mass  of  the  population.  When  the  city  was 
built,  bar-rooms  and  billiard-saloons  ojiened, 
monte-tables  established,  and  all  the  accommo- 
dations necessary  for  civilized  society  placed 
upon  a  firm  basis,  the  gold  placers  gave  out. 
In  other  words,  they  had  never  given  in  any 
thing  of  account.  There  was  "pay-dirt"  back 
in  the  hills,  but  it  didn't  pay  to  carry  it  down 
to  the  river  and  wash  it  out  by  any  ordinary 
process.      Gila  City  collapsed.      In  about  the 
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space  of  a  week  it 
existed  only  in  the 
memory  of  disap- 
pointed specuLitors. 
At  the  time  of  our 
visit  the  promising 
Metropolis  of  Arizo- 
na consisted  of  three 
chimneys  and  a  co- 
yote. 

The  next  day  we 
traveled  over  a  series 
of  gravelly  deserts,  in 
which  we  saw  for  the 
first  time  that  pecul- 
iar and  picturesque 
cactus  so  character- 
istic of  the  country, 
called  by  the  Indians 
the /)et a i/a/i,  but  more 
generally    known    as 

the  suaro,  and  recognized  by  botanists  as  the 
Cereus  graiulens.  A  difference  of  opinion  exists 
as  to  wiiether  the  petayah  is  not  a  distinct  spe- 
cies from  the  suaro ;  but  I  never  could  find  any 
two  persons  who  could  agree,  after  exhausting 
all  their  erudition  on  the  subject,  upon  any  point 
except  this  —  that  neither  of  them  knew  any 
thing  about  it.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the 
petayah  is  the  fruit  of  tiie  suaro,  of  which  the 
Indians  make  a  kind  of  molasses  by  expressing 
the  juice.  They  also  eat  it  with  great  avidity 
during  the  season  of  its  maturity ;  and  it  is  a 
conmion  thing,  in  traveling  along  the  road,  to 
see  these  gigantic  sentinels  of  the  desert  pierced 
with  arrows.  The  Indians  amuse  themselves 
shooting  at  the  fruit,  and  when  one  misses  his 
aim  and  leaves  his  arrow  sticking  in  the  top  of 
the  cactus,  it  is  a  source  of  much  laughter  to 
his  comrades.  The  ribs  or  inward  fibre  of  this 
singular  plant  become  quite  hard  wlien  dry, 
and  make  excellent  lances,  being  light,  straight, 
and  tough.  It  jjresents  a  green,  ribbed,  and 
thorny  exterior,  with  branches  growing  out  of  it 
toward  the  top,  resembling  in  general  effect  a 
candelabra.  Some  of  tliem  grow  as  high  as  40 
or  50  feet ;  the  average  is  probably  from  20  to 
30. 

At  Mission  Camp,  14  miles  from  Gila  City, 
we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  Corunnasim  Mount- 
ain, distant  about  10  miles  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Gila.  Mr.  Bartlett  compares  it  to  a  pago- 
da, and  so  styles  it  in  the  sketch  accompanying 
the  description  in  his  book.  I  think  the  Span- 
ish name  is  more  appropriate.  The  peaks  bear 
a  strong  resemblance  to  those  of  a  mitred  crown, 
and,  seen  in  the  glow  of  the  setting  sun,  would 
readily  suggest  the  idea  of  that  gilded  emblem 
of  royalty.  I  made  a  sketch  of  it  from  our  camj), 
embracing  a  large  scope  of  country  bordering  on 
the  Gila. 

"We  had  a  very  pleasant  time  here.  Small 
game  was  abundant,  and  we  lived  in  princely 
style,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  in  such  style  as 
no  prince  or  potentate  in  Europe  could  afford 
to  live  without  an  extraordinary  change  of  cli- 
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mate.  For  dinner  we  iiad  quails,  ducks,  rab- 
bits, frijoles,  and  that  most  gorgeous  of  camp- 
luxuries,  so  highly  appreciated  by  our  friend 
Ammi  White — good  fat  pork.  We  had  Chili 
Colorado  and  onions  and  eggs,  and  wound  up 
with  ])reserves  and  a  peach-cobbler.  Doctor 
Jim  Berry,  our  contraband,  was  in  high  feath- 
er. His  face  and  his  top-boots  were  resplen- 
dent with  grease  and  glory.  He  danced  around 
the  fire,  stirred  the  pots,  tipped  the  frying-pans, 
titillated  the  gravies,  scattered  his  ccndimcnts 
ovcr  the  fizzing  game,  sang  snatches  of  tiuit 
inspiring  ditty,  "  Oh,  Baltimore  gals,  won't  you 
go  home  with  me?"  and,  in  fine,  was  the  very 
perfection  of  a  colored  Berry.  Jim  was  a  ^it, 
a  songster,  a  gallant  gay  Lothario,  a  traveler, 
and  a  gentleman — or,  at  all  events,  a  gentle- 
man's son.  He  belonged  to  the  aristocracy  of 
JNIaryland,  and  claimed  the  head  of  OJie  of  the 
first  families  as  his  distinguislied  progenitor. 
He  said  he  had  brothers  who  used  to  go  to  Con- 
gress, but  now  they  were  sece^h  and  belonged 
to  the  Suvern  army.  Of  course  we  praised  his 
skill  as  a  cook,  which  elevated  him  to  the  sev- 
enth heaven.  Flattery  was  food  and  raiment  to 
him  ;  without  it  he  would  wither  and  die.  "I 
know  I'se  a  good  cook  ;  I  know  I'se  de  bess  cook 
in  de  worl',"  he  would  say,  with  genuine  satis- 
faction beaming  from  his  eyes;  "I  kin  make 
omlit,  en  fricasce,  en  jjumkin  pie,  en  all  kinds 
o'  sass — I  kin  ;  en  ef  I  had  de  conbenienccs  I'd 
make  corn  pone." 

The  mental  afflictions  of  our  driver,  George, 
reached  their  culminating  point  at  this  scene  of 
moral  and  physical  enjoyment.  Unable  to  stand 
the  general  flow  of  soul,  he  retired  behind  the 
baggage-wagon  and  held  a  private  conversation 
with  himself,  which  ended  in  such  a  series  of 
pathetic  groans  that  Dr.  Berry,  in  the  fullness 
of  his  heart,  rushed  to  the  spot  and  offered  him 
a  tin  plate  filled  uj)  with  peach-cobbler.  "  Look- 
a-here,  George,"  he  said,  sympathetically,  "sigh- 
in'  and  groanin'  won't  do  it  any  good.  I  was 
wuss  in  love  den  dat  once,  en-nuffin  but  peach- 
cobbler  would  set  on  mv  stomach.      Eat  dis. 
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George,  it's  wory 
sooviujj  to  (le  ])aiij;s  I 

ob  unrequited  artiif-  ' 

tioni"     Geor|;e  took  , 

the  prot^erecl  reuie-  ': 

(ly,  but  1  was  unable  I " 

to  perceive  any  dini- 
inution  of  his  lani- 
cntations  during  the  .< 

night.  On  tlie  con- 
trary, it  was  not  un- 
til I  had  thrown  sev- 
eral clods  and  both 
my  boots  at  his  head 
that  he  ceased  to  dis- 
turb my  repose. 

The  next  point  of 
interest  on  our  jour- 
ney Avas  a  volcanic 
peak,  distant  fifteen  v_ 

miles  from  Corun- 
nasim  Camp.  Some 
of  the  escort  who 
had  preceded  us  had 
already  mounted  this  | 
singular])ileofrocks, 
and  could  be  dis-  ' 
tinctly  seen  pros-  'i 
pecting  for  gold.  "We 
found  here  a  station 
at  which  hay  was 
supplied  for  the 
Government  teams. 
Two  soldiers  had 
charge  of  it.  Had 
I  not  been  told  that 
the  loose  stack  of 
forage  near  wdiich 
we  camped  was  hay 
I  should  have  called 
it  brush-wood.  It 
grows  in  bunches, 
and  is  cut  with  a 
hoe.      When  dry  it  , 

makes     good     fire-  ' 

wood.  The  animals 
seemed  to  relish  it, 
though  I  should  as 
soon  have  thought 
of  feeding  them  on  !,■ 

cord -wood.  Our 
camp    at    Antelope 

Peak  was  as  ))leas-  :!;!'/? 

ant  as  the  most  fas- 
tidious traveler  could  desire.  Tiie  weather,  as 
usual,  was  quite  delightful — soft,  balmy  sun- 
shine in  the  afternoon  ;  clear  and  frosty  at  night; 
and  atmos])herie  tints  morning  and  evening 
that  would  enchant  an  artist,  and  set  a  poet  to 
rhyming.  Under  the  inspiration  of  the  occa- 
sion I  made  a  sketch,  Avhich  is  at  the  service  of 
the  reader. 

Desert  mesas  and  sand-bottoms  formed  the 
characteristic  features  of  our  journoy  from  this 
))oint  to  T(;xas  Tlill  and  Grinnell's  Station. 
While  the  Cotnpany  were  encamped  at  Grin- 


nell's, Poston,  White,  and  myself  crossed  the  Gila, 
and  rode  about  six  miles  to  the  ranch  of  Martin 
and  Woolsey,  situated  near  the  Aqu:i  Callicnte. 
Mr.  Woolsey  had  left,  a  few  days  before,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  stock  for  the  gold  i)lacers.  We 
were  hospitably  entertained  by  his  partner,  Mr. 
Martin,  who  is  trying  the  experiment  of  estab- 
lishing a  farm  here  by  means  of  irrigation.  The 
soil  is  excellent,  and  the  prospect  is  highly  en- 
couraging. An  abundant  sn]i])ly  of  water  flows 
from  the  Aqua  Calliente.  We  had  a  glorious 
bath  in  the  springs  next  morning,  which  com- 
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pletely  set  us  up  after  the  dust  and  grit  of  the 
journey.  They  lie  near  the  point  of  the  hill, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Martin's.  I  con- 
sider them  equal  to  the  baths  of  Damascus,  or 
any  other  in  the  world.  The  water  is  of  an  ex- 
quisite temperature,  and  possesses  some  very 
remarkable  qualities  in  softening  the  skin  and 
soothing  the  nervous  system.  A  Mr.  Belcher 
lived  at  this  place  for  four  years,  surrounded  by 
Apaches.  Indeed  it  was  not  quite  safe  now ; 
and  I  could  not  but  think,  as  Poston,  White,  and 
myself  sat  bobbing  about  in  the  water,  what  an 


excellent  mark  we 
made  for  any  jjrowl- 
ing  Tontos  that 
might  be  in  the  vi- 
cinity. It  was  here 
that  the  Indians  who 
had  in  cai)tivity  the 
Oatman  girls  made 
their  first  halt  after 
the  massacre  of  the 
family.  The  barren 
mountains  in  the 
rear,  and  the  wild 
and  desert  appear- 
ance of  the  surround- 
ing country,  accord- 
ed well  with  the  im- 
pressive narrative  of 
that  disaster. 

It  had  been  ar- 
ranged that  our  par- 
ty should  meet  us 
at  Oatman  Flat, 
where  we  were  to 
camp  for  the  night. 
We  rode  for  about 
ten  or  twelve  miles 
over  the  mesa,  fol- 
lowing the  tracks 
made  by  King  Wool- 
sey's  wagon,  and 
then  struck  for  the 
river,  thinking  we 
were  opposite  the 
Flat.  Experience 
has  since  taught  me 
that  there  is  no  safe- 
ty in  diverging  from 
the  main  road  or 
trail  in  Arizona, 
however  circuitous 
it  may  appear.  We 
soon  found  ourselves 
involved  in  a  laby- 
rinth of  thickets  and 
arroyas  bordering  on 
the  river,  through 
which  we  struggled 
for  three  hours  before 
we  could  get  to  the 
water.  When  we 
finally  made  our  way 
down  to  the  sand- 
bottom,  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river  presented  a  perpendicu- 
lar wall  of  rocks  which  forbade  any  attempt  at 
an  exit ;  so  we  had  to  turn  back  and  struggle 
through  the  thickets  and  arroyas  for  two  hours 
more,  by  which  time  we  found  ourselves  on  a 
mesa  covered  with  round  smooth  stones,  appar- 
ently burned  and  glazed  by  fire.  All  around 
us,  as  far  as  sight  could  reach,  the  face  of  the 
country  was  a  continued  sea  of  dark  glazed 
stones,  bounded  only  in  the  distance  by  rugged 
mountains.  Following  the  road  over  this  drear\ 
waste  we  at  length  descended  from  the  mesa. 
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and  reached  the  stretch  of  sand-bottom  opposite 
Oatmun's  Fh\t.  Iii  crossing  the  river,  which 
sipi)eared  to  he  only  a  few  inches  deep,  our  an- 
imals sank  in  a  l»ed  of  (piicksand,  and  had  a 
fearful  struggle  before  they  could  gain  the  op- 
])osite  bank.  As  usual,  I  rode  a  mule  defect- 
ive in  the  legs.  They  were  too  short  by  at  least 
twelve  inclies,  and  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  be  the 
only  member  of  the  party  who  was  thoroughly 
and  effectually  ducked.  I  must  say,  however, 
mv  labors  in  the  quicksand  were  not  wholly 
lost ;  for  they  afforded  infinite  diversion  to  my 
friends  Poston  and  White,  who  stood  on  the 
opposite  bank  enjoying  the  picturesque  atti- 
tudes which  I  chose  to  assume  while  the  mule 
was  plunging  and  struggling  to  rid  himself  of 
his  burden.  I  would  t;ike  a  ducking  any  time 
to  oblige  a  cou])le  of  disinterested  friends,  hav- 
ing full  faith  that  they  would  pull  me  out  at 
the  last  extremity.  j 

We  found  our  party  encamped  in  the  bottom. 
Antonio  Azul  and  his  interj)reter  Francisco  were 
in  great  joy.  The  Pimo  Indians  had  heard  that 
the  M'hite  men  of  San  Francisco  had  put  them  | 
to  death  with  great  ceremony  and  much  rejoic- 
ing. Faint  rumors  had  reached* the  Pimo  vil- 
lages that  Antonio  and  Francisco  had  been  pa- 
raded about  the  city  for  many  weeks,  to  be  tor-  ; 
tured  by  the  white  squaws ;  after  which,  public  ' 
vengeance  being  satisfied,  their  cars  were  cut 
off,  and  their  bodies  hung  up  by  the  heels  to  a 
tree,  and  fires  placed  under  their  heads,  as  a 
matter  of  general  amusement.  Such  was  the 
indignation  of  Antonio's  people  when  they  saw 
his  wife  and  children  weeping  and  wailing  for 
these  cruel  atrocities — doubtless  the  invention 
of  some  mischievous  teamster  —  that  they  re- 
solved to  take  summary  vengeance  upon  some 
half  a  dozen  Americans  who  resided  at  the  vil- 
lages. I\Ir.  White's  half-brother,  Cyrus  Len- 
nan,  fortunately  received  a  letter  about  that 
time  dated  at  Fort  Yuma,  stating  that  Antonio 
and  Francisco  were  safe,  and  would  be  at  Oat- 
man's  Flat  on  a  certain  day.  Immediately  a 
delegation  of  Pimos,  headed  by  Antonio's  son, 
started  off  to  meet  them.  This  was  the  occa- 
sion of  the  rejoicing.  The  meeting  had  just 
taken  place.  Antonio  and  his  son  had  ti])ped 
fingers  and  grunted  in  token  of  joy ;  J'rancisco 
had  ai)peared  before  his  astonished  friends  in 
the  full  glory  of  brass  buttons,  sashes,  feathers, 
beads,  and  brilliant  yellow  cheeks ;  and  now 
they  were  all  seated  around  the  camp-fire,  and 
the  unsojihistieated  delegation  were  listening  to 
the  wonderful  history  of  the  adventures  and 
observations  of  Antonio  Blue-Bottom  and  his 
doughty  interj)reter,  Francisco,  Knight  of  the 
Yellow  Cheeks. 

A  good  supper,  prejjared  by  the  skillful  hand 
of  Dr.  Jim  Berry,  amjily  compensated  us  for  the 
tribulations  of  the  ])ast  two  days  ;  and  a  glori- 
ous night's  rest  on  the  bosom  of  our  mother 
earth  set  us  up  for  any  thing  that  might  trans- 
pire to  tax  our  energies  for  some  time  to  come. 

Having  started  our  escort  jind  baggage-wagon 
on  the  road  a  small  ]»arty  of  us  made  a  visit  to 


the  grave  of  the  Oatman  Family,  whose  sad  his- 
tory had  been  the  theme  of  much  conversation 
in  camp  since  our  arrival  in  this  desolate  re- 
gion. A  small  inclosure  near  the  road,  with  a 
board  and  inscrijjtion,  marks  the  spot.  The 
bones  of  the  unfortunate  emigrants  were  gath- 
ered up  in  1851  by  Mr.  Poston,  and  buried 
here.  He  carved  the  inscrij)ti()n  with  his  pen- 
knife on  a  ])iece  of  board  from  his  wagon. 

Although  a  detailed  narrative  of  the  massa- 
cre of  the  family  and  taptivity  of  the  Oatman 
girls,  written  by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Stratton,  was 
pubiisiied  a  few  years  ago,  a  brief  sketch  of 
their  eventfid  career,  for  which  I  am  indebted 
in  part  to  Mr.  Stratton's  narrative  and  in  part 
to  verbal  details  furnished  me  by  ^Mr.  Henry 
Grinnell  at  Fort  Yuma,  may  derive  a  new  in- 
terest from  the  drawings  made  by  myself  on 
the  s])ot.  It  will  show,  at  least,  as  well  as  any 
thing  I  can  offer,  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
so  long  retarded  the  progress  of  Arizona. 

Early  in  January,  18r>l,  Mr.  Royse  Oatman 
and  his  family  entered  that  portion  of  the  New 
^Mexican  territory  now  called  Arizona,  in  com- 
])any  with  an  emigrant  party  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  Originally  the  party  numbered  some 
eighty  or  ninety  persons,  but  disagreements  had 
divided  them  during  the  journey ;  Mr.  Oatman 
and  his  friends  took  the  Cook  and  Kearney  route 
from  the  Rio  Grande,  with  a  train  consisting  of 
eight  wagons  and  some  twenty  persons.  After 
a  series  of  continued  hardships  and  disasters 
they  reached  Tucson  entirely  destitute  of  [iro- 
visions,  their  stock  broken  down  and  most  of 
them  unable  to  proceed.  At  this  point  the 
lands  were  good,  and  inducements  were  offered 
them  to  remain  a  while  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting. The  families  of  Oatman,  Wilder,  and 
Kelley  resolved  to  push  on,  in  the  hope  of  being 
able  soon  to  reach  California,  of  which  they  had 
heard  glowing  accounts.  They  were  very  poor- 
ly provided  for  the  journey  ;  but  to  remain  with 
their  large  families,  under  the  discouraging  pros- 
pect of  sup])lies  from  crops  not  yet  in  the  ground, 
seemed  to  them  almost  certain  to  result  in  stan-a- 
tion.  With  their  jaded  teams  and  a  slender 
stock  of  provisions  they  pushed  forward  across 
tlie  ninety-mile  desert,  and  arrived  about  the 
middle  of  February  at  the  Pimo  villages,  where 
they  hoped  to  jn-ocure  fresh  supplies.  It  was  a 
bad  season  for  the  Pimos.  Their  grain  had 
nearly  given  out,  and  they  had  little  or  none  to 
sj)are.  Wilder  and  Kelley,  however,  concluded 
to  remain  in  conse(iuence  of  some  bad  accounts 
of  Indian  depredations  on  the  road  to  Fort 
Yuma.  Mr.  Oatman  saw  nothing  but  utter 
destitution  before  him  if  he  tarried  among  the 
Pimos,  and  he  was  sorely  embarrassed  what  to 
do.  His  stock  had  been  reduced  to  two  voke 
of  cows  and  one  of  oxen,  and  was  so  jaded  after 
the  long  journey  from  the  Rio  Grande  that  it 
was  not  ])robable  they  would  hold  out  much 
longer.  Nearly  two  hundred  miles  of  a  desert 
country  lay  between  the  Pimo  villages  and  Fort 
Yuma  ;  and  beyond  the  Colorado  there  was  still 
a  terrible  desert  to  jiass  before  they  could  reach 
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the  southern  counties  of  Califoruia.  While  suf- 
fering the  tortures  of  anxiety  and  suspense,  with 
the  gloomiest  prospect  if  they  remained,  a  Dr. 
Lecount,  who  had  extensively  explored  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  arrived  from  Fort  Yuma,  and  re- 
ported the  route  safe.  He  had  seen  no  hostile 
Indians,  and  had  heard  of  no  recent  depreda- 
tions on  the  way.  Encouraged  by  tliis  informa- 
tion Mr.  Oatman  determined  to  push  forward  at 
once  for  California ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  1 1th 
of  March,  he  set  out  with  such  slender  outfit  of 
provisions  as  he  could  procure.  Traveling  for 
seven  days  under  great  difficulties,  his  family  on 
the  verge  of  starvation,  his  cattle  scarcely  able 
to  drag  the  wagon,  he  was  overtaken  by  Dr. 
Lecount  and  a  Mexican  guide  at  a  point  below 
the  Big  Bend  of  the  Gila.  It  was  evident  from 
the  exhaustion  of  his  team  that  he  would  be 
unable  to  reach  Fort  Yuma  without  assistance  ; 
Dr.  Lecount  agreed  to  hurry  on  as  fast  as  ])ossi- 
ble  and  send  back  assistance  from  the  Fort, 
which  was  still  distant  about  ninety  miles.  The 
first  night  beyond  the  Oatman  camp  an  attack 
was  made  by  a  band  of  Indians  upon  Lecount 
and  his  guide,  and  their  animals  stolen.  Left 
on  foot,  without  any  means  of  subsistence,  they 
were  compelled  to  hurry  on  or  starve.  The 
Mexican  was  sent  ahead  to  procure  assistance. 
It  was  thirty  miles  back  to  the  camp  of  the  Oat- 
mans.  Lecount  saw  no  alternative  but  to  push 
on  after  his  guide.  He  left  a  card,  however, 
conspicuously  fastened  to  a  tree,  stating  what 
had  occurred,  and  warning  the  emigrant  party 
behind  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  the  Apaches. 
Although  the  Oatmans  camped  at  the  same  spot 
they  ftiiled  to  see  the  notice ,  or,  as  some  sup- 
pose, Mr.  Oatman  saw  it  and  concealed  it  from 
his  family  in  order  that  they  might  not  be  use- 
lessly alarmed.  On  the  18th  of  March  they 
spent  a  dreadful  night  on  a  little  sand  island  in 
the  Gila  River.  A  terrific  storm  blew  the  wa- 
ter up  over  them :  their  scanty  supply  of  pro- 
visions was  damaged,  their  blankets  and  cloth- 
ing wet  through,  and  the  starving  animals  driven 
nearly  frantic  with  fear.  It  was  a  wild  and  deso- 
late place,  many  days'  journey  from  any  civilized 
abode.  Hitherto  Mr.  Oatman,  naturally  a  man 
of  sanguine  temperament,  had  borne  every  dis- 
aster and  braved  every  danger  cheerfully  and 
without  flinching,  but  the  ])rescntiment  of  some 
terrible  doom  seemed  to  have  fallen  upon  him  at 
this  place,  and  he  was  seen  by  some  of  the  fam- 
ily to  shed  tears  while  sitting  in  the  wagon. 
The  next  day  they  proceeded  but  a  short  way, 
over  a  very  rough  mesa,  wlien  the  jaded  animals 
utterly  refused  to  move.  It  was  impossible  to 
urge  them  on  with  the  loaded  wagon — their 
strength  was  spent,  and  the  faithful  creatures 
seemed  ready  to  lie  down  and  die.  By  Unload- 
ing the  wagon,  and  pushing  the  wheels  from 
time  to  time,  the  distressed  emigrants  succeeded 
at  length  in  getting  upon  a  narrow  flat,  border- 
ing on  the  river,  where  they  halted  a  while  to  re- 
cruit. 

The  sketch  on  the  following  page  represents  the 
upper  entrance  into  this  little  valley.     A  curious 


mesa  formation,  not  uncommon  in  Arizona,  is 
seen  on  the  right.  The  dark  bluff  resembling  a 
colossal  tower  is  the  termination  of  the  strata 
forming  the  mesa.  From  the  summit,  upon 
which  stands,  like  some  giant  sentinel,  a  solitary 
sucij'o,  the  vertical  depth  to  the  valley  is  about 
two  hundred  feet.  A  mile  beyond  the  tower, 
the  lower  extremity  of  the  valley  or  flat,  through 
which  the  road  runs,  is  abruptly  walled  in  by 
nearly  a  similar  embankment  of  natural  fortifi- 
cations, presenting  apparently  no  place  of  exit. 
Upon  a  close  insj)ection,  however,  a  thin  yellow- 
ish vein  is  seen  winding  up  the  brow  of  the  prec- 
ipice. This  is  the  road  to  Fort  Yuma;  and  the 
summit  of  the  mesa  is  the  scene  of  a  tragedy 
which  will  be  ever  memorable  in  the  history  of 
Arizona. 

Crossing  an  arroya,  or  dry  bed  of  a  creek, 
near  the  bottom  of  the  mesa,  and  passing  through 
some  dense  thickets  of  mesquit  and  ocochilla, 
the  struggling  family  found  themselves  at  the 
foot  of  a  rocky  bluff  more  difficult  of  ascent  than 
any  they  had  yet  attempted.  Again  they  un- 
loaded the  Avagon,  and  for  hours  they  toiled  to 
get  their  packs  and  wagon  up  the  hill.  To  one 
who  has  passed  over  the  road  even  in  its  pres- 
ent improved  state  it  seems  marvelous  that  they 
ever  succeeded  in  making  the  ascent,  weak  and 
dispirited  as  they  were ;  but  success  at  length 
crowned  their  efforts,  and  they  sat  down  upon 
the  edge  of  the  precipice  to  rest  after  their  la- 
bors. Mr.  Oatman  was  greatly  dejected.  It 
was  observed  by  his  family  that  he  looked  anx- 
iously down  the  road  over  which  they  had  pass- 
ed, and  that  he  never  before  seemed  so  utterly 
despondent.  The  sun,  which  had  blazed  upon 
them  fiercely  all  day,  was  now  just  setting. 
They  were  beset  by  difficulties.  Before  them 
lay  a  vast  desert ;  behind  and  to  the  right  a 
wilderness  of  mountains.  It  was  starvation  to 
stay,  and  almost  inevitable  disaster  to  go  for- 
ward. Mrs.  Oatman,  the  noble  wife  and  mo- 
ther, always  patient,  hopeful,  and  enduring,  bus- 
ied herself  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  her  chil- 
dren and  in  uttering  words  of  encouragement  to 
her  husband.  He,  however,  seemed  utterly  over- 
whelmed with  gloomy  forebodings,  and  contin- 
ued to  look  back  upon  the  road  till,  suddenly, 
an  expression  of  indescribable  horror  was  ob- 
served in  his  face,  and  the  next  moment  a  band 
of  Indians  was  seen  leisurely  apjiroaching  along 
the  road.  The  children  perceiving  instinctively 
that  their  father — to  whom  they  had  always  been 
accustomed  to  look  for  protection — was  agitated 
by  no  ordinary  emotions,  became  alarmed  ;  but 
he  succeeded  by  a  strong  effort  in  maintaining 
an  appearance  of  composure,  and  told  them  noj 
to  be  afraid,  that  the  Indians  would  not  hurt 
them.  It  was  a  favorite  theory  of  his  that  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  the  whites  was  the  cause 
of  all  trouble  with  Indians,  and  that  by  treating 
them  generously  and  kindly  they  would  not 
prove  ungrateful.  Strange  that  one  who  had 
lived  in  frontier  countries  should  so  fatally  mis- 
construe the  character  of  that  race  ! 

When  the  Indians  came  up  Mr.  Oatman  spoke 
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to  them  kindly  in 
Spanish,  and  motion- 
ed to  them  to  sit 
down.  They  sat 
down,  and  asked  for 
tohacco  and  pipes ; 
which  he  gave  them, 
and  they  smoked  a 
■while  in  token  of 
friendship.  Then 

they  asked  for  some- 
thing to  eat.  Mr. 
Oatman  told  them  his 
family  were  nearly 
starving — that  they 
had  a  long  jom-ney 
hefore  them,  and 
could  ill  spare  any 
portion  of  their  scan- 
ty stock.  However, 
he  gave  them  a  little 
bread,  and  said  he 
was  sorry  he  could 
not  give  them  more. 
After  this  they  stood 
off  a  little  and  talked 
in  a  low  tone,  while 
Oatman  set  to  work 
to  reload  the  wagon. 
It  was  observed  that 
the  Indians  looked 
anxiously  down  the 
road  as  if  expecting 
some  approaching 
party.  Suddenly, 

with  a  terrific  yell, 
they  jumped  in  the 
air,  and  dashed  with 
uplifted  clubs  upon 
the  doomed  family. 
Lorenzo,  a  boy  four- 
teen years  of  age,  was 
struck  on  the  head 
and  felled  to  the  earth 
the  first  blow.  Sev- 
eral of  the  savages 
rushed  upon  Oatman, 
and  he  was  seen  for  a 
moment  struggling  in 
their  midst,  but  soon 
fell  a  mutilated  corpse 
at  their  feet.  Mrs. 
Oatman  pressed  her 

youngest  child  to  her  bosom,  and  struggled  with 
a  mother's  heroic  devotion  to  save  it,  shrieking 
in  piercing  accents,  "Help !  help  !  Oh,  for  the 
love  of  God,  w'ill  nobody  save  us  !"  A  few  blows 
of  the  murderous  clubs  quickly  silenced  the  poor 
mother  and  her  babe  ;  and  in  less  than  a  minute 
the  whole  family,  save  Lorenzo,  Olive,  and  Mary 
Anne,  were  lying  dead  or  moaning  in  their  death- 
struggles  upon  the  ground.  Olive,  a  girl  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  Mary  Anne,  a  frail  child  of 
eleven,  were  dragged  aside  and  held  in  the  iron 
grasp  of  two  Indians.  Lorenzo,  the  boy,  was 
stunned  by  the  crushing  blows  which  had  fallen 


upon  his  head,  and  lay  bleeding  by  the  edge  of 
the  precipice.  In  his  narrative  he  states  that  he 
soon  recovered  his  consciousness,  and  distinctly 
heard  the  yells  of  the  Apaches,  mingled  with 
the  shrieks  and  dying  groans  of  his  parents. 
The  savages,  seeing  him  move,  rifled  his  pockets 
and  cast  him  over  the  precipice.  Upon  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  spot — as  shown  to  the 
right  of  the  road  in  the  accompanying  sketch — 
I  estimated  that  he  must  have  fallen  twenty  feet 
before  he  struck  the  rocky  slope  of  the  mesa. 
That  he  was  not  instantly  killed  or  maimed  be- 
yond recovery  seems  miraculous.     Strange  dis- 
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Mary  Anne  had  been 
taken  captive,  and  the 
fate  to  whicli  the}'  were 
doomed  was  even  more 
dreadful  to  him  than 
the  sight  of  the  mur- 
dered family.  Sick  at 
heart,  and  faint  from 
loss  of  blood,  he  turned 
away  and  crept  toward 
the  river.  A  burning 
thirst  consumed  him. 
He  thought  he  was  dy- 
ing. With  incredible 
diflicnlty  he  reached 
the  river,  where  he  sat- 
isfied his  thirst  and 
sle])t  a  few  hours.  — 
Thus  refreshed  he  re- 
solved upon  an  attempt 
to  reach  the  Timo  Vil- 
lages, which  though 
distant  a  hundred 
miles,  was  the  nearest 
place  known  to  him, 
when  he  could  hope  to 
procure  relief.  Dur- 
ing the  next  two  days 
lie  made  his  way  along 
the  road  —  sometimes 
walking,  sometimes 
creeping  on  his  hands 
and  knees,  resting  ev- 
ery few  minutes  when 
he  could  procure  the 
friendly  shelter  of  a 
bush ;  at  times  deliri- 
ous, and  constantly 
haunted  by  the  horri- 
ble dread  that  he  might 
again  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians. 
He  grew  weaker  every 
mile  from  hunger, 
thirst,  and  fever  ;  and, 
worn  down  at  last,  lay 
down  to  die.  A  strange 
noise  aroused  him  from 
his  stupor.  Upon  open- 
ing his  eyes  he  found 
himself  surrounded  by 
wolves,  panting  and 
lapping  their  tongues 
for  his  blood.  He 
shouted  as  lond  as  he  could,  and  threw  stones 
at  them.  The  nearest  he  struck  with  his  hand. 
Rising  again  he  pushed  on,  the  wolves  following 
closely  at  his  heels.  About  noon  of  the  second 
day,  as  he  was  passing  through  a  dark  canon, 
two  Pimo  Indians,  riding  on  fine  American 
horses,  appeared  before  him,  and  seeing  so 
strange  an  object  fixed  their  arrows  and  raised 
their  bows  to  shoot.  He  addressed  them  in 
Spanish,  telling  them  he  was  an  American,  and 


cordant  sounds,  he  tells  us,  grated  upon  liis 
ears,  gradually  dying  away,  and  then  he  heard 
"  strains  of  such  sweet  music  as  completely  rav- 
ished his  senses."    ■ 

Thus  he  lay  till  reason  became  gradually  re- 
stored, when,  with  great  difficulty,  he  crept  back 
up*  the  hill.  The  sight  of  the  dead  bodies  of  his 
])arents,  brothers,  and  sisters,  lying  scattered 
about  by  the  broken  Avagon,  mutilated  and 
bloody,  was  too  much  for  him,  and  for  a  while 
he  felt  like  one  laboring  under  some  horrible  j  begging  them  not  to  kill  him  ;  upon  which  they 
phantasm.     He  knew  that  his  sisters  Olive  and  I  lowered  their  bows  and  manifested  signs  of  in- 
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terest  and  sympathy.  When  they  learned  what 
had  hai)i)ened  they  gave  him  some  ash -baked 
bread  and  a  gourd  of  water.  Tlien  they  told 
him  to  await  their  return,  and  rode  away.  He 
staid  a  little  while,  but  fearful  of  treachery 
started  on  again.  Wandering  along  the  road 
till  he  came  out  of  the  canon  and  overlooked  the 
plain,  he  discerned  some  moving  objects  in  the 
distance,  which  he  speedily  recognized  as  two 
white-covered  wagons.  He  knew  they  must  be 
Americans.  Overcome  by  emotion  he  sank  to 
the  ground  unconscious  of  all  his  sufferings. 
Within  an  hour  or  less  he  was  aroused  by  the 
voice  of  Wilder,  saying,  "My  God,  Lorenzo! 
what  lias  happened?"  The  wagons  contained 
the  families  of  Wilder  and  Kelley,  who  had 
started  for  Fort  Yuraa.  Next  day  the  unhappy 
sufferer  was  safe  among  the  Pimos.  The  emi- 
grants halted  a  few  days  until  he  gained  suffi- 
cient strength  to  join  them.  He  traveled  with 
Wilder  and  Kelley  to  Fort  Yuma,  which  they 
reached  after  a  journey  of  eight  or  ten  days. 

As  soon  as  the  Apaches  had  concluded  the 
massacre  of  the  Oatman  family  and  plundered 
the  wagon  of  its  contents,  they  fled  across  the 
river,  taking  with  them  the  two  captives,  Olive 
and  Mary  Anne.  These  unfortunate  girls  had 
seen  their  parents,  brothers,  and  sisters  cruelly 
murdered,  and  were  now  dragged  away,  bare- 
headed and  shoeless,  through  a  rude  and  deso- 
late wilderness.  Ferocious  threats  and  even  clubs 
were  used  to  hurry  them  along.  Their  feet  were 
lacerated,  and  their  scanty  clothes  were  torn  from 
their  bodies  in  passing  over  the  rocky  mesas  and 
through  the  dense  and  thorny  thickets.  Some- 
times the  younger  sister  faltered  from  sheer  lack 
of  strength,  but  the  savage  wretches,  unmindful 
of  her  sufferings,  beat  her  and  threatened  to  dis- 
patch her  at  once  if  she  lagged  behind.  She 
said  it  was  useless  to  try  any  more — she  might 
as  well  die  at  once.  A  brutal  wretch  of  the 
tribe  seized  her  as  she  sank  to  the  ground,  and 
casting  her  across  his  back  started  off  on  a  trot. 
Thus  they  traveled  till  late  in  the  night,  when 
they  halted  for  a  few  hours.  On  the  following 
day  they  met  a  rival  party  of  Indians,  among 
whom  was  one  who  had  lost  a  brother  at  the 
hands  of  the  whites.  The  strange  Indians 
charged  furiously  upon  the  captives,  and  would 
have  killed  them  but  for  the  resolute  interfer- 
ence of  their  captors,  who  were  not  willing  to 
lose  their  services.  On  the  third  day  of  their 
journey,  after  the  most  incredible  hardshijjs, 
having  traveled  over  two  hundred  miles,  they 
came  in  sight  of  a  cluster  of  low  thatched  huts 
down  in  a  valley.  This  was  the  Apache  ranch- 
eria.  The  captives  were  ushered  in  amidst 
shouts  and  songs  and  wild  dancing.  For  many 
days  the  savages  indulged  in  their  disgusting 
revels.  The  two  young  girls  were  jdaced  in  the 
centre  of  a  large  circle,  and  compelled  to  wit- 
ness sights  so  brutal  and  obscene  that  they  were 
filled  with  dismay.  They  jirayed  tliat  tlicy 
might  die  before  they  should  be  subjected  to  the 
cruel  fate  that  threatened  them.  Tlie  tribe  con- 
sisted of  about  three  hundred,  and  lived  in  the 


most  abject  condition  of  filth  and  poverty.  From 
this  time,  for  many  months,  they  lived  a  life  of 
servitude,  working  from  morning  till  night  for 
their  captors,  and  subject  to  the  most  cruel  and 
brutal  treatment.  The  scantiest  pittance  of 
food  was  allowed  them,  and  that  they  had  to 
gather  themselves.  Often  they  were  without 
food  for  two  days  at  a  time,  saA'e  such  roots  and 
insects  as  they  could  secretly  devour  while  gath- 
ering sup])lies  for  the  lazy  wretches  who  held 
them  in  bondage.  The  younger  sister,  Mary 
Anne,  was  of  a  weakly  constitution,  and  graduak 
ly  declined  under  the  terrible  hardships  lo  which 
she  was  subjected.  There  is  a  touching  pathos 
in  the  gentleness  and  fortitude  with  which  she 
bore  her  sufferings.  She  seldom  complained ; 
and  it  was  her  custom  when  alone  with  her  sis- 
ter to  sing  hymns,  and  say  she  thought  God 
would  take  pity  on  them  some  day  and  deliver 
them. 

In  March,  1852,  the  tribe  with  whom  they 
lived  was  visited  by  a  band  of  Mojaves,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  trading  with  them,  and  a 
bargain  was  made  for  their  purchase.  The 
Mojaves  remained  a  few  days  carousing  with 
their  friends,  and  then  set  out  with  their  prison- 
ers for  the  Colorado.  A  dreary  journey  of  two 
hundred  miles  over  a  desert  and  mountainous 
country,  during  which  they  suflered  hardships 
surpassing  any  thing  they  had  hitherto  endured, 
brought  them  to  the  village  of  the  Mojaves, 
where  they  were  received  with  dancing,  shout- 
ing, and  jeering.  The  crops  on  the  Colorado 
were  short,  and  here  again  they  suffered  all  the 
horrors  of  gradual  starvation.  Even  some  of 
the  Indians  died  from  insufficiency  of  food  to 
sustain  life.  The  gentle  child,  JMary  Anne,  worn 
down  by  the  fatigues  of  the  trip  and  want  of 
nourishment,  wasted  away  gradually  till  it  was 
apparent  to  Olive  she  was  dying.  The  sisters 
one  evening  sat  hand  in  hand.  Mary  Anne  sang 
one  of  the  favorite  hymns  she  had  been  taught 
by  her  mother.  Then  gazing  with  steadfast  and 
loving  eyes  in  her  sister's  face  she  said,  "T 
have  been  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  you,  Olive. 
You  will  miss  me  for  a  while,  but  you  will  net 
have  to  work  so  hard  when  1  am  gone."  The 
Indians  gathered  around  in  mysterious  wonder. 
But  the  dying  girl  saw  them  not.  A  smile  of 
ineffable  happiness  beamed  upon  her  features. 
Peacefully  she  sank  to  rest  in  her  sister's  arms. 
Olive  was  left  to  bear  the  burden  of  life  alone. 

It  is  the  custom  of  these  Indians  to  burn 
their  dead.  Preparations  were  made  for  this 
ceremony  in  the  present  case ;  but  the  wife  of  the 
chief,  pitying  the  distress  of  the  surviving  girl, 
prevailed  upon  him  by  much  entreaty  to  let  Olive 
bury  the  body  according  to  the  custom  of  her 
people.  A  grave  was  dug  in  a  little  patch  of 
ground  which  had  been  cultivated  by  the  sisters. 
They  had  often  worked  together  in  this  little 
garden,  and  talked  of  their  hapi)y  home  before 
misfortune  had  come  upon  the  family.  All  that 
was  mortal  of  the  gentle  captive-girl  was  here 
consigned  to  the  earth.  Olive  was  thenceforth 
without  friend  or  companion. 
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During  these  dreary  years  the  brother,  Lo- 
renzo, had  vainly  striven  to  procure  the  rescue 
of  his  sisters.  Of  course  no  aid  was  furnished 
by  the  military  authorities  at  Fort  Yuma.  The 
only  person  there  who  took  any  interest  in  the 
matter  was  Mr.  Henry  Grinnell,  a  private  citi- 
zen, who  from  1853  up  to  the  date  of  their  res- 
cue never  ceased  to  exert  his  energies  to  that 
end.  And  here  a  singular  coincidence  oc- 
curs. While  the  Grinnell  expeditions,  organ- 
ized through  the  generosity  of  a  merchant-jjrince 
— Mr.  Grinnell,  of  New  York — were  prosecuting 
their  search  at  the-  Arctic  Circle  for  Sir  John 
Franklin,  an  erratic  nephew  of  the  same  Grin- 
nell, who  from  love  of  adventure  had  wandered 
into  the  wilds  of  Arizona,  was  nobly  devoting 
his  energies  to  the  rescue  of  two  emigrant  girls 
who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Apaches. 
If  there  is  nothing  in  blood,  surely  great  hearts 
run  in  families  ;  for  here  was  one,  without  means, 
doing  as  much  for  the  cause  of  humanity  as  the 
other  with  all  the  resources  of  fortune. 

Through  the  services  of  Francisco,  a  Yuma 
Indian,  the  purchase  of  Olive  from  the  Mojaves 
was  eifected  by  Mr.  Grinnell,  in  February,  185G. 
She  was  brougiit  down  to  a  i)lace  on  the  Colo- 
rado at  an  apjjointcd  time.  Here  Mr.  Grinnell 
met  her.  She  was  sitting  on  the  ground,  as  he 
described  the  scene  to  me,  with  her  face  covered 
by  her  hands.  So  completely  was  she  disguised 
by  long  exposure  to  the  sun,  by  paint,  tatooing, 
and  costume,  that  he  could  not  believe  she  was 
a  white  woman.  When  he  spoke  to  her  she 
made  no  answer,  but  cried  and  ke])t  her  face 
covered.  It  was  not  for  several  days  after  her 
arrival  at  Fort  Yuma  that  she  could  utter  more 
than  a  few  broken  words  of  English.  Subse- 
quently she  met  her  brother,  and  was  taken  by 
him  to  his  residence  near  Los  Angeles.  After 
that  they  lived  a  while  in  Oregon.  I  believe 
they  now  reside  in  Rochester,  New  York. 

Between  Giinncll's  and  Oatman  Flat  is  the 
former  overland  mail-station  called  Burke's,  of 
which  nothing  remains  but  a  small  hacqual  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  occupied  at  present  by  two 
soldiers  who  have  charge  of  the  Government 
hay.  The  route  taken  by  myself  and  friends 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Gila  compelled  us  to 
leave^Burke's  considerably  to  the  right,  which 
I  greatly  regretted,  as  I  was  desirous  of  seeing 
an  Apache  chief  whose  body,  I  was  informed, 
dangled  from  a  tree  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
station.  Subsequently  in  passing  down  the  Gila, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  my  curiosity. 
I  was  traveling  without  an  escort,  in  company 
of  Mr.  Allen,  a  trader  from  Tucson,  and  having 
seen  what  we  supposed  to  be  fresh  Apache  tracks 
on  the  main  road,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
make  a  short  cut  through  the  bottom  in  order  to 
reach  the  station  as  soon  as  possible.  On  the 
way,  near  the  point  of  a  sand-hill  to  the  left, 
Mr.  Allen  directed  my  attention  to  an  open 
space  fringed  with  brush-wood  and  mesquit,  in 
which  a  sharp  fight  had  taken  place  two  years 
before  between  a  party  of  three  Americans,  one 
of  whom  was  King  Woolsey,  and  about  fifteen 


or  twenty  Apaches.  Mr.  Woolsey,  who  has  since 
become  quite  famous  in  Arizona  as  an  Indian 
fighter,  had  contracted  to  supj)ly  the  Govern- 
ment with  hay,  and  was  returning  from  the 
grass  range  Avith  his  loaded  wagon  and  i  wo  hired 
hands,  entirely  unsuspicious  of  danger.  They 
had  but  one  gun  with  them,  w  hich  bv  good  luck 
rather  than  precaution  was  charged  with  buck- 
shot. In  emerging  from  the  bushes,  where  the 
road  approaches  the  point  of  the  sand-hill,  a 
terrific  yell  burst  u])on  them,  and  in  a  moment 
the  Apaches  sprang  up  from  their  ambush  and 
charged  upon  them  like  so  many  devils  incarnate. 
Woolsey  said:  "Hold  the  mules,  boys,  and  give 
me  the  gun  I"  which  they  did  Avith  great  cool- 
ness. The  Indians  wheeled  about  and  dodged, 
but  kept  shooting  their  arrows  with  such  fearful 

I  dexterity  that  Woolsey  thought  it  advisable  to 
give  them  a  load  of  buckshot.     The  distance 

I  was  too  great,  and  no  damage  Avas  done.     At 

,  this  the  savages  renewed  their  diabolical  yells ; 
closer  and  closer  they  crowded,  the  brave  little 

I  handful  of  whites  standing  coolly  by  the  wagon 

'  and  mules,  ready  to  sell  their  lives  as  dearly  as 
possible.  The  leader  of  the  Apaches,  a  warrior 
of  gigantic  stature  and  hideous  features,  rushed 
forward  brandishing  his  Avar- club,  and  called 
upon  his  men  to  follow.     Woolsey  Avaited  until 

\  the  chief  had  apjiroached  Avithin  tAA-enty  paces, 
Avhen  he  discharged  the  other  barrel  of  his  gun. 
DoAvn  tumbled  the  yelling  saA'age,  Avith  a  hole 
through  his  head.     In  the  panic  and  confusion 

i  that  folloAved,  it  Avas  deemed  advisable,  as  there 
Avas  no  more  ammunition,  to  cut  loose  the  mules 
and  retire  to  the  station.  Here  they  procured 
additional  force  and  armed  themselves.  Return- 
ing as  soon  as  possible  to  the  scene  of  the  con- 
flict, they  found  that  the  coAvardly  Avretches  Avho 
had  attempted  to  murder  them  had  fled,  not 
even  taking  time  to  destroy  the  Avagon.  The 
chief  lay  just  Avhere  he  had  fallen,  stitl'and  stark, 
as  ])eaceable  an  Indian  as  one  could  Avish  to  meet 
of  a  summer's  afternoon.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that 
the  A])aches  never  remoA'e  their  dead.  A  super- 
stition seems  to  prevail  among  them  on  this  point ; 
and  I  have  been  told  that  they  Avill  not  a))proac.h 
a  spot  upon  Avhich  one  of  their  comrades  has 
been  slain. 

Woolsey  and  his  party  determined  to  make  a 
consi)icuous  mark  of  the  dead  chief,  from  Avhich 
marauding  Indians  might  take  Avarning.  They 
dragged  it  to  the  nearest  mesquit  tree  and  hung 
it  up  by  the  neck,  leaving  the  feet  to  dangle 
about  a  yard  from  the  ground.  This  affair  took 
place  something  more  than  tvA'o  years  ago. 

On  a  pleasant  sunshiny  afternoon  in  March  I 
stood  by  the  tree  and  gazed  with  strange  feel- 
ings upon  the  dead  Ajjache.  The  body  AA^as 
dried  and  shrunken,  and  of  a  parchment  color. 
One  of  the  feet  and  both  hands  had  been  cut  off 
or  torn  away  by  the  coyotes.  The  head  was 
throAvn  back,  and  the  eye  sockets  glared  in  the 
sun.  A  horrible  grin  seemed  fixed  upon  the 
mouth,  and  Avhen  a  slight  breeze  gaA-e  motion  to 
the  body  I  Avas  startled  at  the  ghastly  but  life- 
like expression  of  the  face  as  it  sloAvly  turned 
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and  stared  at  tlie 
bright  blue  sky.  Ar- 
rows were  sticking  ail 
over  the  breast  and 
abdomen  ;  doubtless 
tokens  of  barbarous 
hatred  left  by  soiue 
passin^:^  Pinio  or  Ma- 
ricopa. The  sketch 
which  I  succeeded  in 
making  is  so  charac- 
teristic of  life  and  ad- 
venture in  Arizona 
that  I  must  be  par- 
doned for  introduc- 
ing it. 

Six  miles  beyond 
Oatman's  Flat  we 
reached  a  pile  of 
rocks,  jutting  out  of 
the  desert  plain  like 
an  island,  which, 
upon  a  near  ap- 
proach, we  found  to 
be  the  celebrated  Pe- 
dras  Pintados.  We 
camped  a  while  to 
examine  the  inscrip- 
tions, and  make  some 
sketches.  There  seems 
to  be  a  mystery  about 
these  painted  rocks 
which  yet  remains  to 
be  solved.  Antonio, 
our  Pimo  Chief,  said 
the  inscriptions  were 
made  a  great  many 
centuries  ago,  in  the 
time  of  tlie  Monte- 
zumas,  and  this  seems 
to  be  the  general  tra- 
dition of  the  Indians. 
I  could  not  believe, 
however,  upon  a  close 
examination,  that 
they  Avere  of  so  an- 
cient a  date.  The 
figures  are  rudely  im- 
pressed u])on  the 
rocks  with  stone  and 
painted  over ;  some 
of  them  being  appar- 
ently of  recent  date. 


Mr.  Poston's  oi)inion  is — and  I  nm  disjiosed  to 
coincide  with  him — that  these  paintings  are  tbe 
records  of  treaties  made  at  different  times  be- 
tween the  Indians  of  the  Gila  and  those  of  the 
Colorado. 

From  this  point  of  our  journey  till  we  passed 
through  the  canon  above  the  Big  Bend  of  the 
Gila  nothing  of  special  interest  occurred. 

At  the  Maricopa  Wells,  the  scene  of  a  great 
battle,  fought  in  1857  in  front  of  the  station- 
house,  between  the  Pimos  and  Maricopas  on  one 
side,  and  the  Yumas  on  the  other,  was  pointed 
out  to  me.     Of  sovcntv-fivc  Yumas  wlu)  h:id  at- 


tempted, in  connection  with  the  Ilualpais  and 
Mojaves,  to  overthrow  tlic  Pimos  and  Maricopas, 
but  three  lived  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  disaster. 
Their  allies  deserted  them  in  the  hour  of  ex- 
tremity, and  the  bones  of  seventy-two  Yuma 
warriors  still  moulder  on  the  plain.  Mr.  R.  W. 
Laine,  now  an  express  messenger  for  Wells, 
Fargo,  and  Co.,  saw  tlie  fight  and  gave  me  a 
most  thrilling  account  of  it. 

A  few  miles  beyond  the  Maricopa  village,  on 
a  rocky  hill  to  the  right  of  the  road,  our  atten- 
tion was  attracted  by  a  spectacle  at  once  start- 
ling and  cliaractoristic  of  the  country  through 
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which  \ve  were  travelinp^.  Looming::  up  on  the 
side  of  the  hill,  in  bold  outline  ca^ainst  the  sky, 
stood  a  rude  cross  upon  which  hung  the  dried 
body  of  an  Apache,  crucified  about  two  years 
agoV  the  Maricopas.  Tlie  legs  and  arms  were 
fastened  with  cords,  and  the  head  hung  forward, 
showing  a  few  tufts  of  long  hair  still  swinging 
about  the  face.  It  was  a  strange  and  ghastly 
sight.  The  Maricopas  do  not  profess  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  but  this  much  they  had  learned  from 
the  missionaries  who  had  attempted  their  con- 
version, that  crucifixion  was  a  species  of  torture 
practiced  by  the  whites.     As  it  was  a  novel 


mode  of  punish- 
ment to  them,  the 
probability  is  they 
adopted  it  as  a 
warning  to  their 
enemicsnotto  come 
in  that  neighbor- 
hood again. 

An  hour  more 
and  Ave  were  snugly 
lodged  at  tiie  mill 
and  trading  estab- 
lishment of  our 
friend  Ammi  White 
near  the  Casa 
Blanca.  Crowds 
of  Indians  from  the 
neighboring  vil- 
lages came  in  to 
welcome  us ;  and 
for  several  days 
there  was  no  end 
to  the  shaking  of 
hands  and  compli- 
mentary sjieeches 
that  siiinalized  the 
arrival  of  the  Super- 
intendent and  his 
party.  I  vow  the  la- 
bors through  which 
I  went  on  that  oc- 
casion surpassed  all 
the  fatigues  of  the 
journey;  and  if 
Mr.  Dole  docs  not 
give  me  full  credit 
for  my  sufierings  in 
his  report  to  Con- 
gress, I  shall  al- 
Avays  consider  him 
deficient  in  grati-. 
tude.  As  for  Pos- 
ton,  he  lost  ten 
pounds  of  flesh ; 
and  the  only  reason 
I  was  more  fortu- 
nate was  that  I  had 
none  to  lose,  being 
by  this  time  as  dry 
as  a  mummy. 

In  the  old  Span- 
ish records  of  the 
expeditions  made 
to  the  Gila  River,  during  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries,  special  reference  is  made 
to  the  Pimo,  or,  as  the  Spaniards  called  them, 
Pimas  Indians.  As  far  back  as  1 539  Friar  Marco 
de  Ni^a  encountered,  during  his  fomous  expedi- 
tion to  the  north  of  the  Gila,  a  tribe  whom  he 
designated  the  Pintados,  from  the  fact  that  they 
painted  their  faces.  These  were  probably  the 
Papagoes,  who  are  of  the  same  nation  as  the 
Pimos  and  speak  the  same  language.  In  the 
seventeenth  century  Father  Kino  explored  the 
country  of  the  Coco-Maricopas  south  of  the  Gila, 
and  also  gives  an  account  of  the  Pimos,  with 
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whom  they  now  live  in  juxtaposition.  Savedra, 
an  excellent  authority  respecting  the  Indian  races 
of  Sonora,  having  spent  much  time  among  them, 
says  the  Pimos,  Maricopas,  Cuchans,  and  Mo- 
jaVes  are  all  "Indians  of  Montezuma:"  in  proof 
of  which  he  refers  to  one  custom  common  to  all 
— that  of  cropping  their  hair  across  their  fore- 
heads, leaving  the  back  part  to  fall  its  full 
Icnf^th  behind.     This  statement  is  corroborated 


I  by  the  Pimos  of  the  present  day,  who  proudly 
l)oast  of  their  descent  from  the  Montezumas. 
The  most  interesting  fact  in  the  history  of  these 
people  is,  that  as  far  back  as  the  records  ex- 
tend they  lived,  as  they  do  to  this  day,  by  cul- 
tivating the  earth  ;  showing  a  direct  affinity  with 
the  Pueblo  Indians  of  New  Mexico.  Alarcon, 
who  visited  the  great  valley  of  the  Colorado  in 
lo-tO,  mentions  that  it  was  cultivated  to  a  consid- 
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erable  extent  by  tribes  having  a  fixed  residence 
and  permanent  abodes.  Unlike  the  Apaches 
and  the  mountain  tribes  to  the  nortli,  who 
live  a  wandering  and  predatory  life,  the  Pimos 
have  always  manifested  a  friendly  disposition 
toward  the  whites,  and  seem  much  devoted  to 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising. 


PIMO   VARSO.vrA. 

In  consideration  of  their  industry  and  their 
amicable  conduct  toward  Americans,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  in  1859,  caused  a 
reservation  to  be  set  apart  for  them,  embracing 
all  the  lands  wliich  they  had  in  cultivation  at 
the  period  of  the  acquisition  of  Arizona.  The 
survey  was  made  by  Colonel  A.  B.  Gray,  and 
embraced  100  square  leaijues  of  arable  land, 
most  of  it  susceptible  of  irrigation.  The  length 
of  the  reservation  is  about  twenty-five  miles — 
breadth,  four;  and  the  River  Gila  runs  through 
it  from  one  end  to  the  other.  Three  large  ace- 
quias  take  their  head  near  the  upper  boundary; 
one  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  two  miles  be- 
low Sacatone,  and  the  other  on  the  north  side. 
These,  with  their  various  branches,  comprise  near- 
ly five  hundred  miles  of  well-defined  acequias, 
and  extend  over  a  tract  of  land  eighteen  miles 
in  length.     We  have  authentic  history  in  proof 


of  the  fact  that  for  three  hundred  years  the  same 
land  has  been  under  cultivation,  producing  two 
crops  a  year  without  manure  or  renewal  of  any 
kind ;  yet  it  continues  as  productive  as  ever.  It 
is  probable  the  deposits  left  by  the  water  are  of 
a  fertilizing  nature.  The  return  in  wheat  is 
twenty-five  fold.     The  season  of  wheat-plant- 
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ing  is  December  and  January.  Tobacco  and 
cotton,  which  flourish  with  remarkable  luxuri- 
ance, are  planted  when  the  mesquit  leaves  put 
forth— generally  about  the  1st  of  March.  The 
summer  rains  commence  about  the  25th  of  June, 
by  which  time  the  wheat  harvest  is  over,  and 
corn  is  then  planted  in  the  same  ground;  also 
pumpkins,  melons,  and  other  vegetable  product? 
requiring  great  heat  and  moisture.  Consider- 
ing the  rude  system  of  agriculture  pursued  by 
these  people,  and  the  indolence  of  their  young 
men,  who  seldom  do  any  thing  but  ride  about 
and  gamble,  it  is  remarkable  what  crops  they 
have  produced  on  this  reservation. 

The  number  of  Pimo  villages  is  10;  Marico- 
pas,  2;  separate  inclosures,  1000;  total  popu- 
lation, 6000.  In  1858,  the  first  year  of  the 
Overland  Mail  Line,  the  surplus  crop  of  wheat 
was  100,000  pounds,  which  was  purchased  by 

the  Company;  also  a 
large  quantity  of  beans 
called  taperis,  and  a 
vast  quantity  of  pump- 
kins, squashes,  and 
melons.  In  1859  Mr. 
St.  John  was  sent 
among  them  as  a 
Special  Agent  Avith  a 
supply  of  seeds  and 
some  agricultural  im- 
plements. That  year 
they  sold  250,000 
pounds  of  wheat  and 
a  large  supply  of  mel- 
ons, pumpkins,  and 
beans.  In  1860  they 
sold  400,000  pounds 
of  wheat— all  the  Mail 
;^x.  Company  would  pur- 
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chase.  They  had  more,  and  furnished  the  Gov- 
ernment and  private  teamsters  all  that  was  nec- 
essary for  transportation  from  Fort  Yuma  to 
Tucson.  Beyond  this  they  had  no  market,  ex- 
cept for  about  40,000  pounds  of  wheat  which  Mr. 
White  purchased  for  the  sui)ply  of  Fort  Breck- 
inridge. In  1 8G1  they  sold  to  Mr.  White  300,000 
pounds  of  wheat,  50,000  pounds  of  corn,  20,000 
pounds  of  beans,  and  a  large  amount  of  dried 
and  fresh  pumpkins,  which  was  all  intended  for 
the  supply  of  the  California  column.  The  great- 
er part  of  this  crop  was  destroyed  or  given  back 
to  the  Indians  by  the  Texans  under  the  guer- 
rilla Hunter,  who  arrived  at  the  Pimo  villages 
that  year,  robbed  Mr.  White  of  his  property, 
and  took  him  prisoner  in  their  flight  to  the 
Rio  Grande.  The  Pimos  sold,  during  the  same 
year,  GOO  chickens  and  a  large  amount  of  other 
stuff,  showing  a  gradual  increase  of  production 
under  the  encouragement  of  an  increased  de- 
mand. In  1802  they  sold  to  the  Government 
over  a  million  pounds  of  wheat,  included  in 
which  was  a  portion  of  the  previous  year's  crop, 
returned  to  them  by  the  Texans.  They  furnish- 
ed pinole,  chickens,  green  pease,  green  corn, 
pumpkins,  and  melons  for  the  entire  California 
column,  subsisting  nearly  a  thousand  men  for 
many  months.  In  1863  they  furnished  the  Gov- 
ernment witii  000,000  pounds  of  wheat,  and  dis- 
posed of  about  100,000  pounds  made  into  flour 
and  sold  to  miners  and  traders.  Their  crop  was 
smaller  than  usual,  owing  to  the  breakage  of 
their  main  acequia  at  a  critical  period  of  the 
season,  and  in  January,  1804,  they  were  nearly 
out  of  wheat,  but  still  had  a  good  supply  of  oth- 
er products. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Pimos  are  not  a 
race  to  be  despised.  They  have  always  proved 
themselves  good  warriors,  and  have  been  uni- 
formly successful  in  resisting  the  incursions  of 
the  Apaches,  Their  villages  have  afforded  the 
only  ])rotection  ever  given  to  American  citizens 
in  Arizona.  If  it  were  not  for  the  Pimos  and 
Marico])as  it  would  now  be  impossible  to  travel 
from  Fort  Yuma  to  Tucson. 


Many  of  the  cus- 
toms which  prevail 
among  this  interest- 
ing people  might  prof- 
itably be  introduced 
~  into  our  judiciary  sys- 

tem. As  administra- 
tors upon  the  estates 
of  deceased  members 
of  their  tribe  they  are 
especially  worthy  of 
imitation.  No  wran- 
gling about  wills,  no 
jealousy  among  rela- 
tions, no  grabbing  of 
effects  by  avaricious 
lawyers  disturb  the 
exit  of  the  dying 
man.  Peacefully 

and  without  worldly 
concern  he  shuffles 
off  the  mortal  coil,  satisfied  that  all  Avill  be 
well  when  he  is  buried.  His  property  is  fair- 
ly and  equitably  distributed  among  his  peo- 
ple. If  he  be  a  chief,  and  possessed  of  fields 
and  corn  and  cattle,  his  death  is  a  windfall  to 
the  community.  The  villagers  are  summoned 
to  his  burial.  Over  his  grave  they  hold  a  grand 
festival.  The  women  weep  and  the  men  how], 
and  they  go  into  a  profound  mourning  of  tar. 
Soon  the  cattle  are  driven  up  and  slaughtered, 
and  every  body,  heavily-laden  with  sorrow,  loads 
his  squaw  with  beef,  and  feasts  for  many  days. 
All  the  effects  of  the  deceased  become  common 
property :  his  grain  is  distributed ;  his  fields 
shared  out  to  those  who  need  land;  his  chick- 
ens and  dogs  divided  up  among  the  tribe ;  and 
his  widow  is  offered  by  public  proclamation  to 
any  man  who  desires  a  wife.  If  she  be  an  able- 
bodied  woman,  capable  of  doing  much  work, 
she  is  generally  consoled  within  a  few  days  by 
another  husband,  though  custom  allows  her  to 
howl  for  the  last  until  the  conventional  demands 
of  grief  are  satisfied.  Marrying  a  wife  with  a 
tar-covered  face  having  its  inconveniences,  the 
new  husband  is  also  permitted  to  wear  tar,  which 
doubtless  has  a  tendency  to  cement  the  union. 
The  bow  and  arrows,  blankets,  beads,  paints, 
jews-harps,  and  other  personal  effects  of  the  de- 
ceased arc  buried  with  him.  The  body  is  placed 
in  a  sitting  posture,  with  the  face  toward  the 
sun  ;  over  the  grave  sticks  and  stones  are  placed; 
and  thus  he  sleeps  the  sleep  that  knows  no  wak- 
ing till  the  day  of  resurrection. 

At  the  Pimo  villages  Mr.  Poston  and  myself 
organized  a  party  consisting  of  Captain  Gorham, 
Lieutenant  Arnold,  and  thirty  of  the  California 
Volunteers,  with  ourselves,  under  the  guidance 
of  Mr.  Cyrus  Leunan,  a  resident  trader,  to  visit 
the  Casas  Grandas,  situated  about  twenty  miles 
above,  near  the  Gila.  The  first  night  we  spent 
at  the  Sacatone  Station,  from  which  the  Tucson 
road  diverges  across  the  ninety-mile  desert. 
Following  the  banks  of  the  river  next  morning 
through  dense  groves  of  mesquit,  keeping  in 
view,  a  little  to  the  left,  a  peculiar  conical  peak, 
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which  forms  a  prominent  land-mark,  we  travel- 
ed some  eight  or  ten  miles,  till  we  struck  the 
remains  of  an  ancient  acequia,  very  large  and 
clearly  defined.  This  was  evidently  the  main 
artery  of  a  series  of  acequias,  by  which  a  large 
tract  of  river-bottom  was  irrigated  in  ancient 
times.  That  villages  and  farms  extended  over 
a  vast  area  of  valley  land  in  this  vicinity  was 
evident  from  the  quantity  of  broken  pottery  and 
indications  of  cultivation  we  found  on  all  sides. 
Mesquit-trees,  apparently  falling  into  decay  from 
age,  now  stand  in  the  bed  of  the  main  acequia. 
Diverging  to  the  right  when  within  a  few  miles 
of  White's  ranch,  we  struck  out  through  the 


mesquit  groves,  and  in 
about  half  an  hour's  ride 
from  the  river  reached  the 
famous  Casas  Grandas  of 
the  Gila.  Mr.  Bartlett 
has  given  so  correct  and 
elaborate  a  descri})tion  of 
these  wonderful  ruins  that 
I  shall  merely,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  general 
reader,  refer  to  a  few  points 
of  prominent  interest. 

The  remains  of  three 
large  edifices  are  distinct- 
ly visible,  one  of  which  is 
in  a  remarkable  state  of 
preservation,  considering 
its  great  antiquity  and  the 
material  of  which  its  walls 
are  composed.  This  grand 
old  relic  of  an  age  and 
people  of  which  we  have 
no  other  than  traditionary 
accounts  looms  up  over 
the  desert  in  bold  relief  as 
the  traveler  approaches, 
filling  the  mind  with  a 
strange  perplexity  as  to 
the  past.  What  race  dwelt 
here  ?  by  what,  jjcople  were 
these  crumbling  Avails  put 
together  ?  how  did  they 
live?  and  where  are  they 
gone  ?  were  questions  that 
we  were  reluctant  to  be- 
lieve must  forever  remain 
unanswered ;  and  yet  mod- 
ern research  has  not  to  this 
day  approached  a  solution 
of  the  mystery.  The  ear- 
liest account  we  have  of 
the  Ca^as  Grandas  of  the 
Gila  is  that  of  Mangi,  who 
visited  them  in  company 
with  Father  Kino  in  1G94. 
He  speaks  of  the  main 
ruin  as  a  great  edifice, 
with  the  principal  room 
in  the  middle  four  stories 
high,  and  the  walls  two 
yards  thick,  and  composed 
of  strong  mortar  and  clay ; 
and  also  mentions  the  existence  of  twelve  other 
ruins  in  the  vicinity.  Only  three  of  these  are 
now  seen  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  al- 
though there  are  evidence  of  many  more  in  de- 
tached mounds  which  abound  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  probability  is  that  the  main  build- 
ing, which  at  present  forms  the  most  prominent 
object  in  view,  was  the  nucleus  of  an  extensive 
city.  From  the  account  given  by  Father  Pedro 
Font  of  his  visit  to  this  region  during  his  journey 
from  Orcasitas,  in  Sonora,  to  Monterey,  Califor- 
nia, in  1775,  'G,  and  '7,  it  appears  that  he  found 
the  Casas  Grandas  very  much  in  their  present 
condition.     The  Indians,  he  states,  had  a  tra- 
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dition  among  them  that 
these  Givat  Houses  were 
built  tive  luiudred  years 
ago. 

Each  group  of  ruins 
stands  upon  a  slight  em- 
inence distant  from  the 
other  a  few  huii  Ired  feet. 
The  tower  or  central  part 
of  the  i)riucip;xl  building 
is  abi)ut  forty  feet  high, 
and  there  were  original- 
ly four  stories  in  the 
main  body  of  the  build- 
ing, as  well  as  we  could 
judge  by  the  holes  in  the 
walls,  in  which  are  still 
seen  the  ends  of  the 
round  poles,  or  rafters, 
which  supported  the 
floors.  Several  of  these 
that  we  took  out  are 
some  five  or  six  inches 
in  diameter,  and  seem 
to  be  composed  of  a  spe- 
cies of  cedar.  The  ends 
show  very  plainly  marks 
of  the  blunt  instrument 
with  which  they  were 
cut  —  probably  a  stone 
hatchet.      It  is  evident  j 

the  use  of  iron  was  un- 
known to  the  people  who         ; ; 
originally    dwelt    here.  ;'|; 

Mr.  Lennan  informed  us  ' 

that  during  a  previous 

visit  he  had  made  some      ''m 

,11 

slight  excavations  in  the 
ground,  and  found  a 
number  of  bone  awls ; 
and  other  instruments 
of  flint,  stone,  and  bone 
have  also  been  discover- 
ed, of  which  we  had  ac- 
counts from  Mr.  White. 
The  walls  of  the  Casa 
Granda  are  composed  of 
a  concrete  of  mud  and 
gravel,  very  hard,  and 
capable  of  long  enduring 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
seasons  in  this  equable 
climate.  The  upper  por- 
tion has  been  somewhat 

washed  and  furrowed  by  the  rains,  and  the  base 
is  worn  away  to  such  a  depth  as  to  threaten  the 
permanency  of  the  whole  fabric,  from  which  one 
may  judge  of  its  antiquity.  This  concrete,  or 
adobe,  was  cast  in  large  blocks,  several  feet  square, 
presenting  originally,  no  doubt,  a  smooth  flat  sur- 
face ;  but  the  outside  has  been  aflfectcd  by  the 
changes  of  the  seasons.  The  inner  surface  is  as 
smooth  and  hard  as  the  finest  plastered  room.  At 
the  time  of  .Mr.  Bartlett's  visit  tlierc  were  traces 
of  rude  paintings  and  hicrogly))liics  to  be  seen  on 
the  interior  walls  ;  but  these  have  been  either  so 


,j{i. 


i'ili§*#;rw^' 


defaced  as  not  now  to  be  ))erce])til)le,  or  washed 
away  by  heavy  rains.  I  saw  no  hieroglyphics 
in  the  building  except  the  names  of  some  Texan 
adventurers  and  California  Volunteers,  scribbled 
with  a  piece  of  charcoal.  Rude  sketches  of  Joflf 
Davis  hung  by  the  neck  and  President  Lincoln 
fleeing  from  the  vengeance  of  the  Chivalry  in- 
dicated rather  forcibly  that  we  were  not  beyond 
the  reach  of  sectional  })rejudices.  One  name  was 
especially  worthy  of  note — that  of  Paul  Weav- 
er, 1883,  a  famous  trapper  and  pioneer,  wliosc 
history  is  closely  identified  with  that  of  Arizona. 
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The  outer  diinensioiis  are  fifty  feet  north  and 
south,  and  forty  feet  east  and  west ;  the  thick- 
ness of  the  walls  at  the  base  four  feet.  I  made 
a  sketch  and  ground  plan  of  the  building,  both 
of  which  differ  from  any  that  I  have  seen  pub- 
lished. 

We  spent  half  a  day  very  pleasantly  in  ex- 
ploring these  interesting  ruins,  and  took  our 
departure  for  the  camp  on  the  Gila  late  in  the 
evening,  well  laden  with  curiosities.  Every 
member  of  the  party  had  his  fragment  of  pot- 
tery and  specimen  of  adobe  and  plaster. 

The  next  dav  we  returned  to  the  Sacatone 


and  prepared  for 
our  journey  across 
the  desert.  Little 
did  I  think,  in  ])art- 
ing  from  our  kind 
friend  Mr.  Lcnnan, 
wlio  had  interested 
himself  to  make  our 
visit  to  the  Casa 
Granda  both  agree- 
able and  jn-ofitable, 
that  we  were  des- 
tined never  more  to 
meet  in  this  world. 
A  brief  narrative  of 
his  subsequent  ad- 
ventures and  death 
will  afford  the  read- 
er a  better  idea  of 
the  present  condi- 
tion of  Arizona 
tiian  any  thing  I 
can  say  in  the  way 
of  descri]jtion. 

About  the  mid- 
dle of  January 
twenty -eight  head 
of  stock  were  stolen 
from  the  corral  of 
Messrs.  reojjlcs  and 
Dye,  on  the  Ante- 
lope ranch,  twelve 
miles  north  of 
Weaversville ;  at 
Granite  Creek  six- 
teen head  were 
taken ;  and  King 
Woolsey  lost  thir- 
ty-three head  of  cat- 
tle from  the  Aqua 
Frio  ranch,  thirty 
miles  southeast  of 
Fort  Whipple.  The 
miners  in  the  vicin- 
ity had  also  lost 
many  animals,  and 
were  almost  desti- 
tute of  trans])orta- 
tion.  A  company 
was  organized  un- 
der the  command 
of  King  Woolsey 
to  follow  the  trail 
of  the  missing  stock,  and,  if  possible,  punish 
the  depredators,  who  were  supposed  to  be  Pinal 
Apaches.  Twenty-eight  men,  well-armed  and 
equipped,  set  out  on  tliis  expedition.  FolloAving 
the  trail  from  the  Hasiampa  to  the  Aqua  Frio 
they  crossed  twelve  miles  above  the  Frog  Tanks, 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  Black  Canon,  which  they 
followed  down  to  the  San  Francisco  River,  strik- 
ing it  at  the  head  of  the  lower  valley.  All  this 
time  they  were  on  the  trail  of  the  stolen  stock, 
but  had  not  as  yet  seen  any  Indians.  AVhen 
out  sixteen  days  from  the  Hasiampa  they  fell 
short  of  provisions,  so  that  it  became  necessary 
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to  divide  the  coinjwiiy 

and  send  a  small  j»ar- 

ty  down  to  the  Piino 

villages  for  tVesii  su])- 

plies.     On  the  return 

of  this  party  they  all 

started  up  the  Salinas 

from  its  junction  with 

the  Rio  Verde  or  San 

Francisco.      At  that 

point  they  were  joined 

by  a  ])arty  of  fourteen 

Maricopas,  under  the 

chief  Juan  Chivaria, 

hoailcd  by  our  friend 

Cyrus    Lennan,   who 

had    volunteered    to 

join   the   expedition. 

Stock  had  been  stolen 

at  the  Maricopa  Wells 

from  jNIr.  Rogers  who 

was    hauling   up  the       i 

Indian    goods ;     also 

from  the   Maricopas. 
Lennan    had    gener-        ' 
ously  offered  his  aid 
to    recover    the    ani- 
mals.     As  it   subse- 
quently appeared  this      ;  , 
stock  was   stolen   by        i 
Mr.  Rogers's    vaque- 
ro.     I  saw  two  of  the 
mules  myself  in  Tuc- 
son.     The    Indians, 
however,  were  killed 
on  general  principles,       I 
and  the  recovery  of        ' 
the  stolen  animals  did 
them  no  good  in  this 
world    or    the    next. 
Another      American 
named  Fisher  accom- 
panied   the    expedi- 
tion.    All  joined  and 
traveled    a    day   and  nj 

night  through   End-  ;| 

less  Canon  ;  scaled  it,  ' 

and  traveled  for  thir-  '( 

ty-five  miles  on  the 
ridge,  when  they  de-  f^'|;ii 

scended  into  a  small  

valley  surrounded  by  "'"' 

mountains.         There 

was  no  outlet  to  the  valley,  and  no  way  of  getting 
into  it  other  than  the  way  the  company  entered. 
They  were  still  on  the  trail  of  the  missing  ani- 
mals;  stopped  at  what  is  now  called  Bloody 
Tanks,  and  having  traveled  all  night  without 
eatiiig,  they  built  up  a  fire  for  the  first  time  in 
daylight  and  set  ahout  cooking  their  morning 
repast.  As  soon  as  the  fire  blazed  up  some 
Indians  answered  it  by  building  another  on 
the  top  of  a  high  mountain  to  the  east.  Not 
long  after  the  Indians  discovered  themselves, 
and  adviincing  toward  the  camp  began  wav- 
ing their  guns,  yelling,  and  making  other  hos- 


tile demonstrations  as  if  bantering  the  white 
men  to  come  up  and  fight  them.  King  Wool- 
sey  sent  up  Tonto  Jack,  an  interpreter,  to 
learn  what  they  had  to  say,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  tell  them  it  was  not  the  wish  of  his 
party  to  fight  them ;  that  he  wanted  them  to 
come  down  and  he  would  give  them  some  pi- 
nole. As  a  reason  for  this  invitation  it  is  al- 
leged that  nobody  could  tell  whether  the  In- 
dians were  friends  or  enemies.  Mr.  Dye  states 
that  Avhen  they  came  close  enough  to  talk  they 
were  very  bold  in  their  manner,  and  said,  taunt- 
ingly :    "  AVe  are  your  enemies^  we  have  stolen 
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your  horses  and  cattle ;  we  have  killed  you 
whenever  we  could ;  and  will  continue  to  kill 
you  whenever  we  meet  you.  If  you  are  not 
squaws,  come  on  and  fight  us."  After  a  long 
talk,  and  the  jjrofession  of  peaceful  intentions 
on  the  part  of  Woolsey  and  his  command,  the 
Indians  were  finally  ])ersuaded  to  come  into 
camp.  Most  of  them  laid  down  their  arms  out- 
side as  directed ;  a  few  secreted  their  hows  and 
arrows  under  their  serapas ;  and  while  they 
were  talking  otiicrs,  coming  in  one  hy  one, 
brouglit  the  remaining  arms  along  with  them, 
till  some  thirty  or  thirty-five  were  gathered  in 
camp.  Woolsey  told  them,  after  some  talk, 
that  he  would  give  them  a  passport,  informing 
all  Americans  that  they  were  good  peoi)le,  and 
requesting  that  they  should  be  treated  as  friends, 
with  which,  he  said,  they  would  be  all  right 
hereafter  ;  nobody  would  molest  them.  l*ar-a- 
muck-a,  the  chief,  came  up,  and  waving  his 
hand  with  a  haughty  air,  ordered  Woolsey  to 
smooth  a  ))lace  on  the  sand  for  him  to  sit  upon  ; 
that  he  was  a  great  chief,  and  didn't  choose  to 
sit  on  the  rocks  while  talking.  Woolsey,  sup- 
pressing his  indignation,  calmly  folded  uj)  a  red 
blanket  and  offered  it  to  the  chief.  Par-a-muck-a 
sullenly  acc.ei)ted  the  gift,  and  spreading  it  upon 
the  ground  sat  down.  These  were  the  prelimin- 
aries of  an  Arizouian  "  treaty."  Then  Woolsey 
called  up  eiglit  of  the  Maricopas  and  stationed 
them  on  his  left,  informing  tiiem  that  they  should 
assist  in  signing  the  document.  The  white  men 
were  drawn  up  on  the  right,  and  were  instructed 
to  be  "on  hand."  These  movements  created  a 
good  deal  of  suspicion.  The  strange  Indians 
were  evidently  uneasy.  For  a  moment  tiiere 
was  a  deathlike  silence.  Suddenly  Woolsey 
drew  his  ])istol,  leveled  it,  and  shot  Pcr-a- 
muck-a  dead  on  the  spot.  This  was  the  signal 
for  the  signing  of  the  treaty.  Simultaneously 
the  whole  i)arty  commenced  firing  upon  the  In- 
dians, slaughtering  them  right  and  left.  Len- 
nan  stood  in  advance  of  the  Maricopas,  and  was 
warned  by  Woolsey  to  make  sure  of  a  lame  In- 
dian with  a  lance,  who  was  eying  him  suspi- 
ciously. ' '  I'll  look  out  for  him, "  was  Lennan's 
reply;  and  the  slaughter  became  general.  Those 
of  the  Indians  who  were  not  shot  down  instant- 
ly fought  with  desperation,  retreating  a  little 
way  and  then  turning  back.  Some  of  them 
kept  running,  and  shot  tlieir  arrows  as  they  ran. 
The  fight,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  lasted  seven 
or  eight  minutes.  Lennan  had  incautiously 
closed  upon  and  shot  an  Indian  near  him,  for- 
getting the  lame  one  against  whom  he  had  been 
cautioned,  who  the  next  moment  ran  him  tlirough 
the  body  with  his  lance.  Dye  coming  up  killed 
this  Indian.  Lennan  fell  back  on  the  ground, 
exclaiming,  "I  am  killed!"  He  lived  only  a 
few  minutes.  The  lance  passed  directly  through 
his  breast,  cutting  a  portion  of  his  heart.  The 
only  other  person  wounded  was  Tonto  Jack, 
who  was  shot  in  the  neck  with  an  arrow.  Juan 
Chivaria,  the  Maricopa  chief,  fought  with  great 
courage,  and  did  good  service.  These  were 
found  to  be  Tonto  and  Pinal  Apaches.     Four 


of  them  were  recognized  as  Pinals,  belonging 
to  the  tribe  of  Mangus  Colorado.  Twenty 
Tontos  and  four  Pinals  lay  dead  upon  the 
groimd.  Others  were  seen  running  off  with  the 
blood  streaming  from  their  wounds,  and  it  is 
supposed  some  of  them  died.  Of  the  whole 
number  that  came  into  the  council  it  is  esti- 
mated that  not  over  five  or  six  escajjcd.  Dur- 
ing the  fight  there  were  more  Indians  seen  on 
the  hills;  but  they  were  afraid  to  come  down. 
The  scene  of  this  massacre  has  been  aj)propri- 
ately  named  the  "Bloody  Tanks." 

Mr.  Lennan's  body  was  wrapped  up  in  a 
blanket  and  packed  on  his  own  saddle-mule  as 
far  down  as  the  junction  of  the  Salinas  and  liio 
Verde.  It  was  found  im])ossible  to  carry  it  any 
farther,  and  his  companions  dug  a  grave  and 
buried  it  near  a  cotton-wood  tree,  u])on  which 
they  cut  his  name  and  the  day  of  the  month. 
A  brush-fire  was  made  over  the  grave  to  destroy 
the  traces  and  keep  the  Indians  from  finding 
the  body.  The  Maricopas  then  left,  and  those 
of  the  party  who  belonged  north  returned  to  the 
llasiampa. 

Mr.  Lennan  was  a  young  man  of  kindly  and 
genial  manners,  n)uch  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  death  derived  a  sad  interest  to  me 
from  the  fact  that  he  had  shown  great  hospitali- 
ty to  us  during  our  sojourn  at  the  Pimo  villages, 
and  subsequently  had  been  our  guide  and  com- 
panion to  the  Casas  Grandas.  I  was  most  fa- 
vorably  impressed  by  his  good-nature  and  friend- 
ly interest  in  the  objects  of  our  tour,  and  felt 
that  we,  as  avcU  as  our  fellow-traveler  Ammi 
White,  had  suffered  a  personal  loss. 


AT  HOME. 

Smoke-shrouded  was  the  shell-plowed  field, 

Charge  f()llo\vod  charge  through  fire  and  flame, 
Once  more  our  stubborn  line  of  steel 

Stood  as  the  dark  squares  onAvard  came. 
Our  Colonel,  faint  and  smitten  sore. 

Spurned  down  the  gusts  of  leaden  rain, 
'•  Close  up,  dear  boys,  our  Flag  before 

Has  never  called  in  vain!" 

His  voice  filled  up  the  thin  ranks  torn. 

Twin  diecrs  and  volleys  rent  the  vale. 
Our  standard-bearer,  pressing  on, 

Fell  in  the  answering  bail. 
A  stripling  caught  his  dear  bequest, 

Straight  to  their  midst  he  hewed  his  way. 
Flung  out  our  banner  o'er  their  crest. 

And  held  a  score  at  bay. 

Loud  rang  behind  our  tribute  roar. 

Fast  in  his  steps  our  rifles  pressed, 
And  reached  him  staining  with  his  gore 

The  standard  on  his  breast. 
As  soft  we  raised  him — for  the  day 

Was  won — his  white  lips  flecked  with  foam. 
Faint  murmured  as  he  strove  to  pray, 

"(?.'  ivill  they  hear  of  1  his  at  Home!'" 
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THE  most  inexplicable  interruption  of  plan 
and  changes  of  destination  attended  the 
outset  of  the  career  of  the  United  States  steamer 

>S .     An  instance  of  this,  and  the  only  one 

of  sufficient  interest  to  merit  record,  resulted  in 
her  participation  in  a  week  of  events  most  inter- 
esting and  exciting. 

These  have  been  jotted  down,  for  though 
three  years  of  blockade  may  have  rendered  them 
not  unusual,  yet  their  minutiaj  seem  rarely  to 
find  access  to  the  public  eye. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  December,  'C3, 

tlie    *S' left  Washington,    bound   for  New 

Orleans,  having  an  iron-clad  in  tow.  Fare- 
wells had  been  spoken,  and  the  departure  was 
looked  upon  as  the  beginning  of  a  long  cruise. 
There  were  the  usual  regrets  and  longing  glances 
cast  backward  toward  the  receding  city ;  and 
neither  the  beauty  of  the  weather  nor  a  bracing, 
invigorating  breeze,  could  wholly  dispel  anxiety 
as  to  the  uncertain  future.  Toward  evening  the 
clouds  began  to  gatlier,  and  an  increasing  misti- 
ness of  the  atmosphere  gave  indications  of  a 
storm.  When  darkness  settled  down,  however, 
it  had  become  clearer,  and  the  full  moon  gave  a 
dim  outlirfe  to  shore  and  water,  distinct  enough 
to  ])reclude  the  necessity  for  anchoring.  We 
were  sitting  after  supper  canvassing  our  pros- 
l)ccts,  and  arguing  upon  various  subjects — among 
other  things,  what  a  fine  time  we  should  have 
if,  by  accident,  we  should  run  ashore  and  the 
iron-clad  run  into  ns. 


^Various  experiences  were  given  to  show  the 
ease  witli  which  such  a  monster  could  go  com- 
pletely through  a  wooden  ship,  the  greaf  mo- 
mentum, etc.,  and  an  argument  was  even  start- 
ed as  to  how  far  she  would  probably  get  into  the 
ward-room  before  we  could  get  out ;  as  to  the 
depth  of  water,  too,  the  width  of  the  river, 
and  various  interesting  concomitants  of  escape 
from  a  sinking  ship ;  when  suddenly,  as  if  a 
thunder-bolt  had  struck,  there  came  a  crash, 
a  heavy  lurch,  a  shiver  of  the  whole  ship — and, 
quicker  than  words  can  describe  it,  away  went 
cluiirs,  plates,  and  table,  and  every  one  vanished 
through  the  door  and  up  the  ladder.  Yet  not 
every  one  either,  for  a  ward-room  boy,  simul- 
taneously with  the  noise  and  concussion,  had 
tumbled  against  a  stancheon,  and,  in  spite  of 
the  emergency  and  apparently  imminent  peril, 
it  was  most  laugiuible  to  see  his  horror-stricken, 
despairing  countenance,  as,  with  eyes  turned 
upward,  round  and  white  as  saucers,  and  knees 
knocking  together,  he  ejaculated,  "  Oh  I  we're 
gone  I"  On  deck  all  was  at  first  black  as  Erebus. 
Tiiere  was  running  hither  and  tiiither ;  cries  for 
help  from  the  water ;  iiashing  of  lanterns  and 
loud  shouts  of  command.  The  fact  that  we 
were  still  afloat  was  at  once  apparent,  but  the 
probabilities  of  remaining  so  were  a  question. 
The  lights  of  tiie  iron-clad  showed  her  to  be  on 
our  quarter,  and  not  in  contact  with  us ;  but  a 
black  object,  like  a  phantom-ship,  under  full  sail, 
was  slowly  drifting  astern,  and  by  the  glimmer 
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of  lights  on  her  deck  all  doubts  as  to  the  nature 
at  least  of  our  disaster  be^an  to  resolve.  Some- 
thing or  other  had  plainly  run  into  us,  and  it 
was  not  our  friend  the  iron-clad.  As  soon  as 
the  crash  of  collision  was  heard  her  engines  had 
been  stopped,  her  helm  put  hard  ai)ort,  and  she 
had  sheered  off,  almost  grazing  our  quarter.  A 
boat  was  instantly  lowered  in  answer  to  the  cry 
for  help  which  had  appeared  to  come  from  the 
water,  as  well  as  to  render  assistance,  if  need 
be,  to  the  otlier  colliding  ship.  In  this  boat, 
with  the  sailing-master,  went  the  surgeon,  to 
look  out  for  those  who  might  perchance  be 
wounded.  Meantime,  by  the  aid  of  half  a  doz- 
en lights  and  considerable  trouble,  an  approxi- 
mate idea  of  our  own  injury  was  arrived  at. 

The  ship  had  struck  the  aS forward  of  the 

wheel-house  on  the  port  s-ide,  and  carried  away 
nearly  the  whole  of  it,  as  well  as  apparently  a 
part  of  the  wheel  itself.  But  more,  and  worse 
than  all,  five  or  six  men  were  missing.  The 
pumps  were  Sounded  as  soon  as  possible,  with 
the  result  of  assuring  us  that  the  ship's  hull  was 
uninjured;  not  an  inch  of  water  was  making. 
As  quiet  was  now  restored,  the  first  thought  per- 
ha])s  to  many  was  the  natural  one,  after  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  early  part  of  the  evening — "This 
is  the  end  of  this  cruise,  at  any  rate ! "  The  next, 
and  more  humane  one,  was  of  anxiety  for  our 
poor  fellows  who  must  have  been  lost  overboard. 

As  one  boat's  crew  was  away,  the  names  and 
even  the  number  of  the  missing  ones  coidd  not 
at  once  be  ascertained ;  and  the  return  of  the 
absent  boat  was  awaited  with  deep  interest. 


Upon  boarding  the  other  vessel,  which  had 
soon   drifted  out  of  sight  in  the  darkness,  she 

was  found  to  be  the  W ,  a  brig  out  of  Boston, 

with  lumber,  bound  for  Washington.  Her  cap- 
tain was  found  in  a  state  of  great  nervous  trep- 
idation, either  from  imminent  danger  of  going 
down — as  he  at  once  said  his  ship  was  leaking 
■ — or  from  anticijjation  of  being  severely  han- 
dled for  running  into  a  man-of-war.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  cause,  he  shook  as  with  an 
ague.  We  soon  had  reason,  however,  to  form 
a  good  opinion  of  him  ;  for  though  having  but 
few  men,  and  knowing  his  own  ship  to  be  badly 
injured,  perhaps  sinking,  he  had  instantly  low- 
ered his  boat  as  the  same  cry  we  had  heard 
reached  his  ears,  and  had  succeeded  in  picking 
up  two  of  our  missing  men. 

These  two  had  been  found  together,  both 
wounded  by  the  wheel,  which  had  struck  them 
as  they  fell — one,  who  could  swim,  heroically 
holding  up  his  com])anion,  who  could  not,  till 
assistance  should  arrive.  The  injury  received 
by  the  brig  was  rather  severe,  and  amounted  to 
having  a  hole  stove  through  her  ])ort  bow,  about 
ten  feet  in  length  by  three  or  four  in  breadth, 
smashing  several  bunks,  and  rather  unceremoni- 
ously dislodging  their  occu]):!nts.  In  this  nice 
little  aperture  were  stowed  about  a  dozen  square 
feet  of  our  iron  sheathing  and  a  good  part  of 
our  wheel  and  wheel-house.  Farther  aft  than 
this  were  a  few  other  evidences  of  collision  of  a 
similar  nature  as  well  as  torn  rigging,  dislodged 
lumber,  etc.  The  captain  and  mate,  upon  going 
below  with  our  officers,  surveyed  the  major  oj)en- 
ing  through  Mhich  the  outside  darkness  was  vis- 
ible with  rueful  countenances,  but  of  course  de- 
nied any  fault  in  the  matter  on  their  part,  and 
even  talked  of  damages  of  another  nature  to  be 
recovered  by  a  court.  The  result  of  the  inves- 
tigation and  inquiry  was  a  conviction  that  the 

brig  had  been  recklessly  steered. across  the  S '.v 

hawse  under  a  mistaken  idea  as  to  distance,  and 
suddenly,  when  too  late,  the  helm  had  been  put 
hard  down.  She  was  found  to  be  not  leaking 
badly,  and  was  therefore  left  with  no  misgivings 
as  to  her  sinking.  The  two  Avoundcd  and  half- 
drowned  men  were  properly  cared  for  and  taken 

back  to  the  .S" .    The  other  missing  men  were 

never  found  or  heard  of,  and  must  have  been 
killed  outright  by  our  powerful  wheels. 

It  was  impossible  of  course  for  us  now  to  pro- 
ceed, and  a  report  was  made  of  the  extent  of 
our  injury  to  the  commander  of  the  iron-clad. 
As  it  happened  a  commodore  was  on  board,  who 
gave  orders  for  us  to  return  to  Washington,  and 
took  the  responsibility  of  proceeding  in  the  iron- 
clad Avithout  escort  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

Upon  that  accident  depended  the  events  to 
be  narrated,  for  the  circumstances  of  war  wait 
for  no  repairs,  and  another  ship  supplied  our 
place  at  New  Orleans.  Weeks  passed,  and  with 
completion  of  repairs  came  most  agreeable  or- 
ders for  a  cruise,  on  what  is  called  the  outer 
blockade,  a  sort  of  independent  search  for  block- 
ade-runners, any  where  between  two  or  more  de- 
fined points.     In  the  latter  part  of  January  we 
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joined  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  and  at  Nor- 
folk completed  such  preparations  as  were  neces- 
sary for  the  cruise,  such  as  sending  down  top- 
masts and  crows'  nests,  and  lightening  ship  to 
some  extent  of  superfluous  ammunition. 

With  the  most  pleasing  confidence  in  the  un- 
surpassed speed  of  the  S it  will  surely  not 

be  wondered  at  that  every  day's  delay  seemed 
most  irksome.  We  were  anxious  to  try  her  to 
advantage  behind  the  swiftest  of  the  blockade- 
breakers,  and  when  upon  leaving  Norfolk  she 
tried  a  run  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  for  the 
benefit  of  the  admiral,  and  accomplished  the 
distance  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  and  a  half  knots 
an  hour,  the  eagerness  for  active  service  in- 
creased. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  wc  steamed  sea- 
ward. Docs  any  one  whose  days  are  filled  Avith 
the  anxieties  of  business  or  the  allurements  of 
pleasure  ever  wonder  how  tlie  hours  pass  on  a 
cruiser,  wlicre  the  monotony  of  the  most  routine 
of  all  routines  reigns  for  days  together?  The 
most  unimportant  and  trivial  subjects  excite  de- 
bate, the  most  worn  and  threadbare  remarks  on 
more  than  threadbare  past  events  spice  the  meals 
and  fill  up  the  chinks.  The  past  experience  of 
most  of  our  officers  afforded  vivid  examples  of 
such  a  life,  and  though  instead  of  an  inside 
blockade  we  were  to  try  now  for  the  first  time 
an  outside  and  freer  one,  yet  we  could  not  but 
anticipate  a  good  deal  more  of  the  same  sort  of 
monotony. 

Yet  wc  were  destined  to  most  agreeable  dis- 
appointment.     Scarcely  were  twenty-four  hours 


passed  ere  a  sail  was  made  and  we  gave  chase. 
There  was  no  black  smoke  to  mark  her  as  a 
blockade-runner,  but  all  sails  were  to  be  over- 
hauled without  distinction.  It  proved  to  be 
merely  a  schooner  heavily  laden  but  having  cor- 
rect papers. 

Another  and  another  were  chased  with  the 
same  result,  then  "a  steam  transport  filled  with 
our  own  soldiers,  and  the  next  day  several  craft 
of  various  description.  But  on  the  morning  of 
the  third  day  out,  having  arrived  upon  tlie  ap- 
pointed cruising  ground,  a  thin  curl  of  dark 
smoke  was  descried  upon  the  horizon. 

Down  went  the  helm,  around  came  the  ship's 
])row.  Four  bells  !*  and  we  were  off  for  the  an- 
ticipated prize.  Tlie  wind  blew  freshly,  dead 
ahead,  and  the  white-capped  waves  tossed  their 
spray  over  our  bows,  but  so  low  were  we  in  the 
water  tliat  it  hindered  us  but  little.  An  hour 
passed  and  yet  another,  and  the  wheel-houses 
and  upper  deck  of  the  chase  were  above  the 
horizon.  The  distance  between  u^  at  first  about 
twelve  miles,  had  now  decreased  by  three,  but 
a  thin  mist  filled  the  atmosphere  and  was  slow- 
ly settling  upon  the  whole  sea.  Speculations 
as  to  whether  tlie  chnse  were  a  prize  or  one  of 
our  own  steamers  had  been  all  along  rife,  but 
her  actions  began  to  convince  us.  Evidently  a 
swift  steamer,  the  foam  under  her  paddle-wheels, 
which  could  jilainly  be  seen  by  a  glass,  as  well 
as  the  increased  volume  of  smoke  from  her  fires, 
evidenced  a  desire  to  escape.  Interest  increased, 
and  repeatedly  were  glasses  leveled  to  measure 
*  Ahead  fast — to  the  engiueers. 
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TUE  CUAbE   TUROUGU   TUE   FOG. 


the  adv'antage  we  were  gaining.  Impatience  at 
the  settling  fog  began  to  add  fears  that  she  might 
be  hidden  before  we  could  overtake  her.  While 
the  interest  was  the  warmest  and  impatience 
most  irritating,  and  the  fog  becoming  more  and 
more  dense,  some  part  of  our  machinery  began 
to  heat  and  the  wheels  to  move  more  slowly.  It 
was  most  provoking.  Oil  was  useless,  and  con- 
stant streams  of  cold  water  would  barely  allow 
a  moderate  rate  of  speed.  Fortunately  a  change 
of  course  on  the  part  of  the  chase,  by  altering 
the  effect  of  the  waves  upon  us,  relieved  the  strain 
upon  tlie  heating  parts,  and  again  we  were  un- 
der full  headway.  Still  gaining  slowly  but  stead- 
ily upon  it,  the  dim  mass  ahead  loomed  up  to 
us  through  the  fog. 

A  heavier  bank  than  usual  had  accumulated 
upon  her  port  side,  and  suddenly  changing  her 
course  full  three  points,  she  plunged  into  it  out 
of  sight.  This  manoeuvre  seemed  to  settle  all 
doubts  as  to  her  loyalty,  but  to  increase  those 
of  her  capture. 

Still  we  kept  the  same  course,  reasoning,  as 
it  proved  correctly,  that  once  in  the  fog  she 
would  resume  her  original  course,  and  trust  to 
our  having  changed  when  she  did.  In  less  than 
five  minutes  the  fog  thinned,  and  there  she  was, 
still  ahead,  though  a  little  on  our  port  bow,  but 
nearer. 

It  was  estimated  that  now  hardly  three  miles 
were  between  us,  and  at  half  past  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  a  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle 
was  trained  on  her,  and  a  shot  fell  just  outside 
the  foam  of  her  wheels.  Not  a  signal  was  shown, 
nor  a  sign  of  slackening  speed  returned,  and  in 
ten  minutes  the  order  was  given,  "Fire  to  hit." 
Another  shot  was  fired,  and  anxiously  we  watch- 


ed it,  a  little  black  speck  in  the  air,  as,  splen- 
didly in  line,  it  struck  apparently  into  her  quar- 
ter. Colors  were  now  flown  from  her  peak,  but 
the  mist  was  too  thick  to  enable  us  to  read  them, 
and  still  she  kept  her  speed.  Another  shot  and 
another  whistled  after  her,  and  a  flash  from  one 
of  her  stern  guns  sent  back  rei)ly.  Interest  had 
now  become  excitement;  every  pound  of  steam 
was  crowded  on  to  urge  us  forward.  The  gong 
sounded  to  quarters.  Our  whole  battery  was 
cleared  for  action,  and  every  preparation  made 
for  the  fight. 

Was  it  the  A  lahama  or  Florida  ?  What  a 
chance  for  distinction  to  overtake  and  capture 
one  of  those  noted  pirates!  The  distance  now 
rapidly  diminished,  and  firing  ceased ;  not  a 
sound  save  the  plashing  wheels  and  rushing  wa- 
ters broke  the  stillness.  Eagerness  for  the  fight 
yet  anxiety  as  to  its  result  filled  every  heart. 
We  were  prepared  for  no  disappointment  aside 
from  those  of  battle;  and  when  we  neared  and 
could  distinguish  every  part  of  the  chase,  and 
read  the  rimbers  still  flying  at  her  peak,  and 
comparing  their  interpretation  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  ship,  be  convinced  that  it  was  in- 
deed one  of  our  own  steamers,  imagination  can 
alone  conceive  the  change  in  the  mind  of  all 
from  excitement  to  indignation. 

It  would  be  as  impolitic  as  useless  to  add 
more:  we  turned  about  and  steamed  again  for 
our  station.  Weeks  afterward  we  heard  from 
those  Avho  were  on  board  that  steamer  that  the 
reasons  for  her  not  haying  come  to  after  the  first 
fire  were  considerably  at  variance.  One  story 
was  that  we  Avere  taken  for  a  new  Anglo-Rebel 
ram  that  was  expected ;  another,  that  the  cap- 
tain was  in  great  haste. 
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BLOCKADE-KUNNER    "  WILD  DAYRKLL"    ASUORE. 


Whatever  may  have  been  the  reason  it  re- 
sulted in  drawing  the  S from  her  station, 

so  that  on  her  return,  at  about  dawn  of  day,  an- 
other but  thicker  and  blacker  smoke  Avas  in 
sight,  in  toward  the  shor^,  about  oiF  Stump  In- 
let. Not  only  this,  but  a  long,  low  hull,  with 
raking  masts  and  smoke-stack,  lay  below  the 
smoke  full  in  sight.      Swiftly,  like  a  hawk  on 

its  prey,  the  S sped  toward  her.     Scarcely 

six  miles  away,  clearly  visible  as  she  was  to  us, 
almost,  indeed,  within  range  of  our  guns,  yet 
slie  tried  to  escape.  Too  close,  however,  in- 
shore, under  which  her  pilot  had  attempted  to 
crawl  along  in  the  dusk  past  the  innermost 
blockaders,  she  struck,  and  even  then  the  ut- 
most efforts  were  quickly  made  to  save  her.  A 
kedge  was  led  out  from  her  quarter,  bales  on 
bales  of  goods  were  thrown  overboard  with  al- 
most incredible  rapidity,  but  they  had  miscalcu- 
lated our  speed  and  draught.  Ere  more  than 
the  first  effort  could  be  made  we  were  within 
range,  and  a  shot  whistled  over  their  heads. 
Helter-skelter  ran  every  one  for  the  boats,  and 
leaving  every  thing  as  it  stood,  with  the  engines 
still  moving,  they  fled  precipitately.  A  nar- 
row creek  led  inland,  and  with  all  dispatch  they 
pulled  up  into  it  ajid  disappeared.  One  or  two 
shots  from  a  rifled  howitzer  were  fired  ahead  of 
the  Hying  boats;  but  no  heed  was  given,  and  so 
short  was  the  time  ere  a  bend  in  the  creek  had 
hidden  them  from  view  tliat  a  more  effective 
and  telling  reminder  could  not  be  sent.  The 
surf  dcisiicd  against  her  sides  and  at  times  com- 
pletely washed  her  decks.      Clouds  of  smoke 


and  steam  poured  from  her,  mingling  with  the 
spray.  It  seemed  certain  that  the  rebels  must 
have  set  her  on  fire,  great  as  was  their  haste. 
Quick  were  the  willing  hands  that  lowered  our 
boats  almost  before  the  anchor  touched  the 
bottom,  but  it  was  a  perilous  task  to  attempt 
through  such  a  line  of  surf  to  pull  boats  never 
built  or  intended  for  the  work.  The  wind  was 
blowing  freshly,  and  every  moment  seemed  to 
increase  the  swell  and  break  of  the  waves  around 
and  over  the  stranded  ship.  Nor  was  this  all. 
Even  were  the  ship  itself  not  on  fire,  we  knew 
full  well  that  every  inflammable  substance  had 
been  thrown  under  her  boilers  to  increase  her 
steam,  and  the  clouds  arising  from  her  looked 
ominous. 

Every  moment  increased  the  probability  of 
her  blowing  up,  especially  as  the  blockade-run- 
ners have  an  unpleasant  habit  of  fastening  down 
the  safety-valves  and  putting  on  the  blowers  at 
the  moment  of  abandoning  the  ship.  Every  in- 
stant was  precious,  and  without  a  moment's  hesi- 
tation at  tiie  danger  of  surf  or  steam,  the  boats 
were  away  and  rolling  among  the  breakers  ere 
the  last  shot  fired  over  the  retreating  rebels  fell 
in  the  water  beyond  them. 

Bravely  the  boats  passed  the  first  breakers, 
and  soon  tossing  against  the  prize,  one  and  an- 
other scrambled  from  them  up  the  sliip's  side. 
The  first  thought  and  attention  was  given  to  the 
engines  and  boilers.  The  safety-valve  was  found 
so  securely  fastened  that  the  most  vigorous  ef- 
forts failed  to  relieve  it.  One  may  only  imagine 
the  sensations  of  those  who  were  thus  so  in  very 
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contact  with  destruction,  uncertain  whether  one, 
two,  or  three  minutes  mi[;ht  not  end  all  in  one 
complete  and  terrible  explosion.  While  ready 
hands  were  thus  busy  above  the  boilers,  others 
below  were  hauling  the  furious  fires  or  drench- 
ing them  with  water.  The  peril  was  imminent 
beyond  expression.  Again  and  again  did  the 
brave  men  apply  themselves  to  the  resisting 
valve  till  de!ft,y,  though  only  measured  by  sec- 
onds, was  more  than  reckless.  Yet  soon  suc- 
cess rewarded  exertion,  and  a  scream  of  escap- 
ing steam  relieved  the  tremendous  pressure  that 
had  been  accumulating. 

The  ship  was  not  on  fire,  though  it  was  evi- 
dently no  fault  of  her  former  crew;  for  matches, 
signal-lights,  and  all  sorts  of  inflammable  ma- 
terials hastily  piled  together,  but  more  hastily 
abandoned,  declared  their  intention.  Yet,  after 
all,  fire  would  have  given  little  trouble,  for  al- 
most every  ])art  of  the  ship  from  keel  to  jjilot- 
hoiise  was  of  iron.  She  was  in  most  filthy  con- 
dition. Paint  had  long  sdnce  given  place  to 
whitewasli,  and  whitewaslr  to  the  effects  of 
wind  and  rain.  Heavy  cases  of  goods  from 
firms  in  New  York,  and  of  shoes  marked  as 
from  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  were  lying  about  the 
deck,  or  lifted  half  upon  the  rail  in  the  attem])t 
so  hurriedly  made  to  lighten  sliip.  In  the  hold 
bales  of  dry  goods  were  still  swinging  from  the 
whips  ;  while  in  the  cabin  all  sorts  of  articles  of 
toilet  or  apparel,  hastily  emptied^  trunks  and 
valises,  bottles  and  glasses,  wxre  strewn  about 
the  floor.  Her  log-book  showed  her  to  be  the 
Wild  DayreJl,  of  whose  sj^eed  and  successful 
trips  to  the  Confederacy  the  public  had  often 
heard. 

She  was  three  days  out  of  Nassau,  and  sev- 


eral times  before  had  been  chased  by  our  cruis- 
ers, but  had  proved  too  fast  for  them. 

Her  lading  was  merchandise  of  every  descrip- 
tion, bushels  of  oranges  and  barrels  of  liquor. 

The  kedge,  before  spoken  of  as  led  out  from 
her  quarter,  was  found  to  have  had  a  strong  but 
light  cable  attached,  and  led  to  the  shnft  around 
Avhich  the  motion  of  the  engine  had  tightly 
wound  it.  All  danger  from  fire  or  steam  dis"- 
posed  of,  attention  was  turned  to  continuing  the 
laudable  exertions  of  her  former  occupants.  The 
tide  seemed  unfortunately  to  be  falling;  for 
though  the  surf  was  still  as  heavy,  yet  bare  hill- 
ocks of  sand  began  to  appear  in  dangerous  prox- 
imity to   the  S herself.      To   get   ashore 

would  have  been  almost  to  insure  destruction  ; 
for  every  one  knew  that  in  twenty-four  hours 
the  rebels  would  have  soldiers  or  a  battery  down 
upon  the  beach  ;  and  while  they  might  at  first 
prove  little  more  than  an  annoyance,  ])ropcr  ex- 
ertions for  getting  ngiiin  afloat  would  be  serious- 
ly interfered  with.     Prudently,   therefore,   the 

S retired  a  little  further  from  the  shoals, 

and  again  anchored  to  await  the  return  tide. 
Meantime  a  strong  hawser  was  made  ready  and 
men  set  to  the  task  of  lightening  the  prize,  be- 
ginning with  the  coal  which  almost  filled  her 
bunkers.  Most  unfortunately,  as  is  well  known, 
a  strong  penchant  exists  in  a  Jack  Tar  for 
whisky,  and,  as  is  also  pretty  generally  knoAvn, 
he  usually  manages  to  get  it  by  hook  or  crook 
if  ever  placed  in  its  vicinity  ;  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance, moreover,  is  hardly  ever  able  to  avert 
such  an  issue.  There  Avas  no  exception  in  this 
case.  The  most  trusty  men  were  sent  below  to 
stave  in  every  barrel,  jug,  and  jar  of  intoxicating 
liquor,  and  guards  were  stationed  over  them  ; 
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but  the  men  seemed  to  get  dnnik  from  the 
fumes,  and  as  the  guards  were  also  soon  drunk, 
it  is  fair  to  sui)])ose  they  were  drunk  from  sym- 
pathy. 

The  coal  came  uj)  slowly.  Tliose  who  hauled 
on  the  end  of  the  rojie  somehow  always  worked 
under  the  lee  of  a  bidk-head  or  wheel-house, 
and  there  scorned  a  tendency  of  the  whole  line 
toward  the  same  point ;  so  that  the  aftermost 
man  gave  i)lace  at  almost  every  second  pull, 
and  came  up  to  the  head  of  the  line.  In  foct, 
the  strong  smell  of  whisky  soon  began  to  direct 
unmistakable  suspicion  toward  the  vicinity,  and, 
in  a  word,  so  many  men  were  getting  under  the 
influence  of  liquor  that  the  officers  were  obliged 
to  get  them  into  the  boats  and  abandon  work. 

With  the  rise  of  the  tide  another  boat  put  off 

from  the  S ,  with  a  hawser.     It  was  safely 

carried  through  tlie  breakers  and  made  fast  to 
the  bow  of  the  prize. 

Meantime,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
one  of  the  return  boats,  with  her  hilarious  crew, 
in  attempting  to  pass  the  surf  was  nearly  cap- 
sized and  grounded,  tumbling  about  half  a 
dozen  men  overboard.  This  cold  bath  was  most 
beneficial ;  they  were  so  far  sobered  as  very  sens- 
ibly to  stay  overboard  and  lay  hold  of  the  boat 
and  haul  it  into  deeper  water. 

When  all  was  ready  on  the  ships,  and  the 
tide  nearly  at  its  height,  both  engines  were 
started,  the  hawser  tautened,  the  prize  yielded 
slowly,  very  slowly — stopped  again,  then  stuck 
fast,  one  long,  strong  pull  and  snap !  the  cable 
parted  in  the  hawse-hole. 

The  transfer  of  a  cable  under  such  circum- 
stances is  no  easy  matter,  nor  is  it  one  of  a  few 
moments,  and  ere  another  could  he  made  ready 
the  tide  was  falling.  Nothing  could  therefore 
be  done  save  to  wait  another  tide,  and  mean- 
time renewed  efforts  were  made  to  get  the  coal 
out.  After  the  precaution  taken  to  destroy  all 
liquors  the  work  -was  expected  to  proceed  more 
successfully. 

The  wind  increased  in  freshness  as  dusk  be- 
gan to  close  around,  and  it  required  considera- 
ble nerve  to  look  calmly  upon  the  shoals  so  near 
us  and  hear  their  sullen  roar,  beating  as  they 
were  upon  an  enemy's  coast.  Yet  every  thing 
was  kept  in  readiness  for  getting  underway  if 
the  wind  should  increase  too  dangerously.  All 
boats  were  recalled,  and  no  one  remained  upon 
the  prize.  Tiie  work  on  board  of  her  had  pro- 
ceeded more  successfully  than  before,  and  near- 
ly all  the  coal  iuid  been  thrown  overboard. 
About  midnight  the  hawser  was  again  taut- 
ened, and  though  only  the  stars  furnished  their 

feeble  light,  the  *S' was  tasked  her  utmost 

to  haul  that  ship  from  the  strand.  Again  the 
hawser  broke  and  the  effort  was  given  up. 
Lights  now  appeared  on  the  shore,  and  back 
among  the  trees  several  could  be  seen  moving 
hitiier  and  thither.  Morning  would  probably 
bring  the  rebels  upon  us,  and  it  was  almost  re- 
gretted that  tlic  steamer  had  not  been  at  once 
destroyed.  M(U'ning  brouglit  no  change,  how- 
ever, save  that  the  W^i/d  lJ(ii/?'c/l  was  two  hun- 


dred feet  farther  on  the  beach.  As  the  weather 
was  clear  and  beautiful,  and  no  special  neces- 
sity apparent  for  leaving,  a  third  trial  was  re- 
solved upon. 

In  accordance  with  this  determination  boats 
and  crews  were  made  ready  as  before,  when  an- 
other actor  api)eared  in  the  drama.  A  sail  was 
made  out  approaching  from  the  direction  of  the 
Wilmington  fleet.  • 

It  proved  to  be  the  F man-of-war.     She 

came  up,  and  anchored. 

Assistance  was  volunteered,  and  almost  at  the 
same  moment  four  boats  loaded  with  men  and 
officers  put  off  from  her  for  the  prize.     The 

men  from  the  S were  already  hard  at  work 

hoisting  coal,  tumbling  heavy  barrels,  etc., 
over  the  side,  guards  being  as  before  stationed 
over  all  goods  of  value,  the  cabin,  and  its  stores. 
Without  any  ceremony,  or  so  much  as  "  by 
your  leave,"  all  orders  were  broken  down,  and 
like  freebooters  the  new-comers  began  lighten- 
ing ship  in  a  very  xli liferent  manner  from  the 
first  design.  Had  me  commander  of  the  stran- 
ger not  made  his  appearance  on  the  scene  at 
this  moment  blood  would  have  followed. 

Eighting  is  too  nearly  allied  to  displeasure  in 
a  sailor's  mind  to  allow  much  of  an  interval  be- 
tween a  word  and  a  blow,  and  even  the  pres- 
ence of  the  commanding  officer  hardly  restored 
order. 

He,  being^ senior  to  the  captain  of  the  S , 

gave  orders  to  desist  from  work,  as  it  was  now 
apparent  upon  sounding  about  her  that  she  never 
would  float  again.  Orders  were  also  added  to 
save  whatever  provisions  were  needed  by  the 
crcAvs  of  either  vessel,  but  to  take  provisions 
on!//. 

In  about  two  hours  goods  apparently  most 
bulky  had  entirely  melted  away.  However 
comprehensive  the  word  "  provisions"  may  be 
the  large  proportion  of  articles  which  thus  dis- 
appeared could  hardly  be  included. 

It  Avas  most  fortunate  that  not  a  demijohn  of 
liquor  remained  after  the  destruction  of  the 
morning,  or  authority,  and  even  force,  would 
have  been  of  no  avail  to  control  so  many. 

As  it  was,  however,  all  went  along  pretty 
smoothly  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  till  suddenly 
the  sharp  crack  of  rifles,  and  the  whiz  of  a  score 
of  bullets  overhead,  hurried  every  body  in  prep- 
aration for  the  destruction.  The  blue  lights 
and  matches  were  this  time  more  effectually 
piled  together,  and  every  part  of  the  ship  in- 
sured for  complete  and  simultaneous  combus- 
tion. 

Then  came  the  gauntlet  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
along  the  beach,  from  which  the  firing  was  now 
pretty  constant.  The  wind  was  blowing  direct- 
ly on  shore,  and  as  nothing  but  muskets  had 
yet  been  fired  at  ns  the  sound  seemed  not  to 

have  reached  the  S .     The  bullets  whistled 

overhead,  into  the  boat's  sides,  among  the  oars, 
and  through  hats  and  coats,  but  not  a  man  had 
yet  fallen.  Sturdily  the  men  lay  to  the  oars 
till  tlio  boat  fairly  flew.  It  seemed  utterly  im- 
possible to  reach  the  shij)  without  the   loss  of 
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reached,  and  with 
its  earliest  glimmer 
"Sail,  ho!"  was 
shouted  from  the 
mast-head. 

A  thin,  black 
smoke  just  dimmed 
the  verge  of  the  hori- 
zon, and  again  four 
bells  started  the  S — 
in  pursuit. 

Rapidly  at  first,  be- 
cause not  yet  our- 
selves discovered,  we 
gained  upon  the 
stranger,  till  just  as 
the  hull  was  becom- 
ing dimly  visible,  she 
seemed  to  spy  us,  and 
for  an  hour  not  a  rod 
appeared  to  have  as 
many  men,  and  in  spite  of  the  peril  of  the  situ-  yet  been  gained  by  the  pursuer, 
ation  we  coidd  not  but  feel  a  sort  of  contempt  Tlie  smoke  became  thicker  and  blacker,  and 
for  such  poor  marksmen.  But  now  they  have  had  her  name  been  written  in  gigantic  letters 
seen  from  the  ship  tiie  little  curls  of  smoke  out  upon  the  cloud  it  could  not  have  rendered  more 
of  tlie  bushes,  and  an  admonition  to  the  rebels  certain  the  character  of  the  chase.  The  sea 
to  retire  is  hurled  from  the  hurricane  deck —  j  was  smooth  as  a  mill-pond,  and  only  a  gentle 
one,  two,  three  howitzer  shells  burst  over  or  in  i  wind  blew  over  its  unruffled  surface, 
the  infested  shelter  ;  and  now  not  a  marksman  It  was  splendid  weather  for  speed,  and  pur- 
can  be  seen  along  the  shore.  The  curling  <  suer  and  pursued  made  the  very  most  of  it. 
tongues  of  flame  that  now  shot  out  from  the  !  Mile  after  mile,  hour  after  hour,  the  chase  kept 
decks  of  the  Wi/d  Dwjrell  showed  that  tiie  torch  '  on.     The  same  difficulty  with  heating  machin- 


ATTACKKl)   IJV   PUAKP- SHOOTERS. 


had  been  faithfully  applied ;  clouds  of  lurid 
smoke  poured  from  the  holds,  and  enveloped 
the  whole  of  her  light  masts,  sails,  and  rig- 
gin?^- 


ery  occurred  as  before,  and  the  same  means  were 
tried  to  obviate  it. 

More  and  more  distinct  grew  the  stranger, 
though  scarcely  a  mile  an  hour  diminished  the 


To  insure  complete  ruin  of  her  engines,  and  \  distance  between   ns.     The  white  foam  could 
to  preclude  the  remote  possibility  of  iier  ever    be  faintly  distinguished  under  her  paddle-wheels 


serving  again  either  her  owners  or  the  rebels, 
'both  the  aS" and  F took  position,  and 


shot  after  shot  was  fired  through  the  iron  hull 

Bursting  shells  soon  tore  immense  holes  in  bows  \  be  attained  might  yet  escape  or  be  stranded  and 


at  the  end  of  the  sixth  hour,  but  gradually,  as 
if  to  run  for  some  port,  she  had  changed  her 
course  shoreward,  and  unless  greater  speed  could 


and  stern,  or  threw  masses  of  shattered  deck 
and  cargo  high  into  the  air. 

In  three  hours  the  anticipated  prize  lay  upon 
the  beach  a  complete  wreck. 

Ere  the  night  came  again  we  were  off  for  our 
outer  station  ;  but  hours  after  dark  the  red  light 
from  the  still  smouldering  fire  marked  to  us  the 
spot  we  had  left. 

Subsequently  we  learned  that  the  F ,  hav- 
ing lain  at  anchor  until  the  following  morning, 
was  attacked  from  the  shore  by  the  rebels,  who 
had  brought  down  a  light  battery. 

Several  holes  through  various  parts  of  the 
ship,  and  several  killed  and  wounded,  attested 
their  superior  skill  over  the  misnamed  sharp- 
shooters who  had  fired  upon  the  boats.  It  was 
now  the  sixth  day  out,  and  though  at  starting 
the  prospect  of  finding  any  blockade-runners 
seemed  limited,  yet  the  whole  time,  thus  far, 
had  been  filled  with  the  excitement  of  chase. 
Every  one  was  willing,  therefore,  to  prophesy 
that  not  another  one  would  be  seen  for  a  month, 
and  it  seemed  very  probable. 

By  dawn  of  day  our   cruising  ground   was 


destroyed.  Every  fire  was  cleaned,  and  every 
pound  of  steam  that  the  boilers  would  bear  was 
crowded  on.  "We  were  now  moving  at  the  rate 
of  sixteen  miles  an  hour.      The  smoke-stack 
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TUEY   RUN   HER  ASUORE,  SET   IIER  ON   FIRE,  AND  ESCAPED. 


was  gradually  turning  brown  from  the  heat,  and 
flakes  of  paint  peeled  oif  and  fell  upon  the  deck. 
So  intensely  hot  did  it  become  that  one  could 
not  stand  within  six  feet  of  it,  and  men  were 
stationed  with  hose  and  buckets  of  water  in  or- 
der to  quench  the  first  appearance  of  flame  in 
the  deck  through  which  it  passed.  Bales  of 
goods  began  to  float  past  us.  They  were  light- 
ening ship.  "  Land,  ho  !"  came  from  the  mast- 
head look-out,  and  far  away  a  low  dark  border 
to  the  horizon  could  be  seen  with  a  glass.  Oh 
for  ten  miles  more  sea-room  or  another  revolu- 
tion of  our  wheels !  Yet,  after  all,  she  will  be 
overtaken  ere  she  can  reach  the  shore ;  for  the 
distance  is  now  barely  three  miles  between  us, 
and  there  are  yet  twelve  miles  to  run.  There 
was  no  time  for  a  mathematical  calculation  as 
to  how  likely  a  steamer  gaining  on  another 
scarcely  two  miles  an  hour,  and  both  moving 
at  such  speed,  would  be  to  overtake  her  in  a 
run  of  twelve  miles ;  there  seemed  no  time  for 
any  thing  in  the  excitement  of  the  chase,  though 
the  very  minutes  appeared  hours.  The  shore 
grew  bolder  and  plainly  visible  even  without  a 
glass. 

The  100-pounder  rifle  could  carry  a  message, 
and  it  was  called  in  rc(iuisition  for  the  purpose, 
A  shell  was  fired.  It  rose  high  in  the  air,  and, 
like  a  speck,  could  be  seen  on  its  course  till  a 
little  puff  of  smoke  took  its  place  directly  over 
the  flying  vessel.  No  notice  was  taken  save 
ai)y)arently  to  hasten  her  flight.  Another  fol- 
lowed, and  another  swe])t  her  decks ;  but  the 
running  hither  and  yon  of  the  excited  crew 
and  the  cool  indifference  of  the  ii:an  at  her 
wheel  were  the  onlv  results. 


It  was  now  evident  that  she  would  succeed 
in  stranding,  and  most  probably  be  set  on  fire. 
The  water  was  shoaling  rapidly,  and  the  leads- 
man's song  changed  at  CA'ery  cast  of  the  lead, 
till  "by  the  mark  fiA-e"had  become  "deep  four," 
and  it  was  time  to  slacken  speed.  Another  cast 
of  the  lead,  and  "  by  the  mark  three"  gave  new 
cause  for  anxiety.  "  Stop  her  !"  "Back  her!' 
were  the  orders  of  almost  the  same  breath  ;  but 
the  cast  still  gave  three  fathoms. 

The  chase  struck  hard  and  strong  ahead  of 
us,  going  at  full  speed.  Simultaneous  with  the 
shock  her  boats,  full  of  men,  touched  the  break- 
ers, and  one  capsized.  Without  regard  for  the 
men  struggling  in  the  water,  the  other  boats 
pulled  swiftly  through  the  surf  and  up  one  of 
the  numerous  inlets  which  cut  the  coast,  and 
across  which,  fortunately  for  them,  the  ship  had 

stranded.      The  S '5  boats,  fully  manned 

and  armed,  were  also  in  the  water  ere  the  last 
man  had  left  the  prize's  decks.  Yet  before  the 
intervening  space  could  be  crossed  the  catastro- 
phe we  had  feared  was  come  about.  A  dozen 
streams  of  smoke  were  beginning  to  creep  lazily 
upward  from  different  parts  of  the  ship,  and  ev- 
ery moment  increased  in  volume.  She  was  on 
fire.  The  former  experience  with  the  safety- 
valve  of  the  ]Vi7(l  JJayrcll  rendered  a  similar 
hazardous  exposure  more  to  be  dreaded ;  espe- 
cially since  a  tremendous  pressure  of  steam  was 
evidenced  by  the  almost  incredible  velocity  of 
her  revolving  wheels,  as  well  as  the  complete 
absence  of  any  ap])earance  of  steam  above  decks. 
Yet  not  a  moment  was  given  to  hesitation.  As 
the  first  boat  touched  the  ship's  side  officers  and 
men  jumped  aboard.     Meantime  another  boat 
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had  put  off  from  the  S to  rescue,  if  possi- 
ble, those  who  were  still  struggling  among  the 
breakers. 

The  utmost  exertions,  and  a  venturing  close 
upon  the  reef  although  the  boat  was  most  nn- 
suited  to  any  such  work,  were  unsuccessful  in 
rescuing  more  than  one  man. 

He,  who  proved  to  have  been  the  purser  of 
the  ship,  was  found  clinging  to  the  capsized 
boat,  and  had  the  additional  advantage  of  a 
life-preserver  round  his  body.  Sick  and  al- 
most dead  from  exhaustion  and  swallowing  so 
much  salt-water,  he  was  hauled  on  board  the 

S and  reserved  for  future  use.     Arrived  on 

the  deck  of  the  burning 
steamer  the  first  thought 
and  effort  was  directed 
toward  the  engine-room, 
and  in  a  moment  more 
the  escaping  steam  re- 
lieved all  anxiety  from 
that  quarter.  The  next 
and  perhaps  simultaneous 
one  was  for  the  fire. 
Tarpaulins  were  covered 
over  every  hatch,  and 
the  ship's  buckets,  quick- 
ly found,  were  soon  em- 
ployed to  pour  a  con- 
stant stream  of  water  upon 
them.  This  was  not 
enough,  the  blackness  of 
the  smoke,  and  the 
strong  odor  of  turpentine, 
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showed  that  it  was  no  ordinary  fire  raging  be- 
low.     A  small  fire-engine  was  sent  from   the 

-S ,  and  for  several  minutes  the  progress  of 

the  workers  was  viewed  with  deep  interest. 
The  smoke  seemed  to  grow  still  blacker,  and 
red  tongues  of  flame  came  at  intervals  from  the 
crevices  to  mingle  with  it.  Every  moment  in- 
creased the  peril,  for  traces  of  ammunition  on 
deck  showed  what  might  be  the  character  of  the 
cargo  below,  and  the  thought  that  a  single  spark 
in  the  magazine  might  at  any  instant  blow  ship 
and  men  to  atoms  made  the  blood  run  cold. 
This  increase  of  flame,  however,  was  but  the  last 
I  flaring  of  the  candle,  and  very  soon  scarcely  a 
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trace  of  smoke  or  fire  rose  from  the  deck.     The  | 
water  was  rising  every  moment,  and  the  most  ^ 
sanguine  hopes  were  entertained  of  getting  the 
sliip  again  afloat.     A  hawser  was  led  from  the 
S to  her,  and  the  short  interval  before  high- 
tide  was  filled  up  with  soundings  and  prepara- 
tion for  a  long  strong  pull.     The  steamer  proved 
to  be  the  Niitjicld,  perfectly  new,  and,  as  her  pa- 
pers showed,  laden  with  arms  and  stores  for  the 
Confederate  Government.     She  had  been  chased 
the  day  before,  and  escaped  only  to  find  herself 
at  night  in  the  very  midst  of  the  inside  block- 
aders  off  Wilmington.     Eluding  tliese  and  again 
putting  straight  to  sea,  daylight  had  brought  her 
within  range  of  our  watchful  look-outs,  and  the 
result  was  before  us.     In  a  short  time  various 
points  in  the  deck  were  found  to  be  getting  hot, 
and  an  ominous  hollow  sound  under  the  foot- 
.stej)s  indicated  the  activity  of  the  flames  below. 
Holes  were  cut  where  the  deck  was  hottest,  and 
streams  of  water  poured  down  with  the  little  fire- 
engine  before  mentioned.     In  the  cabin  of  the 
prize,  which  was  most   luxuriantly  furnished, 
stood  the  breakfast-table  hastily  abandoned.     A 
lavish   expenditure  of  turpentine   had   soaked  ! 
every  thing  both  of  food  and  furniture,  but  tlie  j 
fire  had  fortunately  failed  to  take,  and  nothing ; 
api)eared  injured.     The  same  profusion  of  wear-  j 
ing  apparel  was  strewn  about  the  cabin  as  on  the  ' 
\Vi/.(l  /Jfit/rc//,  and  the  same  evidence  of  hasty 
abandonment  were  visible   in  the  state-rooms. 
It  was,  liowevcr,  now  high-tide,  and  inspection 
of  cabin  and  cargo  was  changed  for  active  exer- 
tion to  save  the  ship. 


The  engines  of  both  steamers  were  started, 
the  cable  tautened,  the  prize  moved,  and  a  cheer 
was  given  as  she  seemed  to  be  afloat,  but  the 
wind,  which  had  increased,  was  rapidly  forcing 

the  ^ over  upon  a  neighboring  shoal,  and 

with  a  terrible  shock  she  struck. 

Quick  as  lightning  the  cable  was  cut,  and  just 
in  time  the  powerful  wheels  launched  the  ship 
ahead  upon  the  swell,  and  once  more  in  deeper 
water.  It  was  over,  and  every  one  breatlied 
freer.  There  was  no  alternative  now  but  to 
wait  once  more  for  the  tide,  and  fill  the  interval 
by  lightening  the  beached  ship  of  part  of  her 
cargo.  Cases  of  muskets,  rifles,  and  swords 
were  passed  up  from  the  after  hold,  where  alone 
the  fire  had  been  entirely  quelled,  and  being  too 
valuable  to  be  thrown  overboard  were  transferred 

to  the  hold  of  the  S .     About  forty  cases 

had  been  started  before  night  came,  so  tliat  ujion 
the  midnight  tide  hopes  were  entertaii.ed  that 
she  might  be  made  to  float.  Another  hawser 
was  stretched  before  dusk,  and  every  thing  made 
ready,  but  fortune  seemed  against  us.  Tiie  tide 
rose,  the  engines  were  started,  the  cable  tautened, 
strained,  and  broke.  It  was  provoking ;  but  it 
was  determined  on  the  following  day  to  endeavor 
at  least  to  save  part  of  tiie  most  valuable  cargo. 
In  accordance  with  this  plan  men  were  set  to 
work  at  daylight.  Cases  of  needles,  hardware 
of  every  sort,  saddles,  bridles,  gun-tackles,  ma- 
chinery in  order  and  out  of  order,  writing  ]iaper 
in  bales  upon  bales,  dry  goods,  and  fancy  articles, 
\\crc  piled  in  one  solid  mass  from  upper  deck  to 
kelson. 
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It  was  found  advisable  to  save  the  arms  in 
preference  to  all  else ;  and  while  the  work  was 
going  on  various  were  the  exclamations  of  con- 
gratulation at  having  within  three  days  stranded 
two  swift  blockade-runners,  and  not  a  few  that 

the  F ,  which  had  interfered  before,  must  now 

be  far  away,  when  lo!  a  steamer  rapidly  ap- 
proached. It  was  she !  Consternation  and  anx- 
iety lest  the  former  scenes  should  be  repeated 

rendered  the  instant  order  from  the  S to 

burn  the  prize  a  most  agreeable  one.  It  seemed 
a  hard  fate  for  a  ship  so  beautiful  in  model  and 
finish,  built  and  equipped,  as  she  evidently  had 


THK  DKOWNJED. 


been,  at  an  utter  disregard  of  all  expense ;  yet  the 
necessity  for  her  destruction  was  apparent,  and 
every  preparation  was  hastily  made. 

The  bodies  of  the  drowned  men  lay  upon  the 
shore  close  by  the  ship,  in  which  they  had  per- 
haps most  hopefully  set  out  from  home ;  and 
one,  just  on  the  edge  of  the  surf,  lay  with  white 
face  exposed  to  the  burning  sun,  and  his  hands 
were  folded  across  his  breast  as  if  in  sleep.  The 
sight  was  a  sad  one,  but  other  scenes  soon  called 
away  all  unpleasant  reflections.  Every  body  was 
now  in  the  boats,  and  the  fires  from  every  part 
of  the  ill-fated  ship  were  again  springing  forth. 

The  new-comer  once 
p^^^^s==._  more    took    position 

with  the  aS' ,  and 

opened    fire   of  shot 

and  shell ;  and  soon, 

j^Tv    Avarped  by  heat  and 

^    riddled  with  shot,  the 

^ ._:,:    iron  hull  of  the  block- 

"^       ade-runner  lay  before 

us  a  shapeless  wreck. 

One  of  the  poor  fel- 

ii   lows  lying  upon  the 

"ip  beach  was  discovered 

Ss  to  be  still  alive,  and 

^'  occasionally       raised 

;%  himself  weakly  upon 

'^  his   arm   and   waved 

'%;  his  handkerchief  for 

help.      He  lay  upon 

the  outline   of  surf, 

and  at  times  the  icv 
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water  would  break 
completely  over  him. 
What  eould  be  done? 
Not  IX  boat  in  our 
possession  would  pass 
and  repass  the  rollin»f 
breakers  to  the  spot 
in  safety,  and  to  cap- 
size was  merely  to 
leave  our  own  men 
in  the  same  pitiable 
condition.  He  was 
too  weak  to  cling  to  a 
line,  and  no  plan  for 
his  relief  was  deemed 
prudent,  even  thou.t>h 
the  only  alternative 
was  to  leave  him  to 
die.  The  experience 
with  the  Wild  Day- 
rell    warned    against 

delay ;  and  even  without  it,  the  sudden  appear- 
ance at  this  juncture  of  a  troop  of  rebels  upon 
a  distant  road,  casting  up  clouds  of  dust  as  they 
dashed  along,  decided  the  apparently  dreadful 
alternative  to  be  as  justifiable  as  necessary. 

Leaving  the  F still  at  anchor,  once  more 

was  the  S '.s  prow  turned  seaward. 

The  prisoner  we  had  taken  stated  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Nutjie/J,  owners  and  crew  had  been 
most  sanguine  of  making  many  a  successful  trip, 
and  that  her  cargo  was  valued  at  half  a  million 
of  dollars.     During  her  flight  from  the  S 


AUANDONED. 


several  rifled  guns  and  tons  of  lead  had  been 
thrown  overboard,  as  well  as  the  cases  that  had 
floated  past  us.  Our  prisoner,  too,  showed  pret- 
ty conclusively  by  his  conversation  that  his  sym- 
pathies were  with  our  enemies,  and  gratitude 
for  saving  his  life  seemed  to  be  the  last  and  least 
of  all  his  thoughts.  Opportunity  soon  occurred 
of  transferring  him  to  a  prison  on  shore,  for  a  fen- 
days  virtually  ended  the  cruise  on  the  outer  block- 
ade. Upon  returning  to  Beaufort  for  coal  orders 
were  found  awaiting  us  to  the  Sounds  of  North 
Carolina,  and,  as  the  event  proved,  to  battle. 


ON  THE  WAY  TO  THE  DIAMOND  MINES. 


CAPTAIN  JEAN  was  rightfully  the  hero  of 
adventures,  for  he  ran  away  to  sea  at  the 
age  of  seven  years.  Having  sufibred  some  chas- 
tisement at  the  hands  of  his  mother,  a  warm- 
hearted, violent-tempered  woman,  for  the  com- 
mission of  a  misdemeanor — he  had  fallen  down 
a  well,  or  something  of  the  kind — he  fled  with 
sobs  to  the  first  retreat  that  offered,  and  there, 
having  cried  himself  to  sleep  with  anger  and 
grief,  awoke  hours  afterward,  heavily  rocking 
on  deep  water,  to  find,  in  the  midst  of  singular 
sensations,  that  he  had  unconsciously  secured  a 
passage  on  board  the  good  ship  Last  of]ier  Line, 
bound  from  Lubec  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence 
to  Liverpool  and  Canton. 

When  the  captain  of  the  ship  came  to  throw 
himself  on  his  bed  for  a  few  hours'  rest  some- 
thing peculiar  cauglit  his  eye,  and  directly  aft- 
erward the  light  of  his  swinging  lamp  revealed 
to  him  a  little  curly-headed  cherub  or  imp  cud- 
dled among  his  royal  blankets,  and  now  sound 
asleep  again.  The  captain's  first  salutation  was 
a  round  oath ;  and  he  put  out  his  big  brown 
paw  to  sweep  the  vermin  away,  when  he  be- 
thought him  how  things  might  be,  and  that  here 
some  mother's  lost  darling  was  hidden  farther 
and  farther  away  l)y  the  hotu'ly  flight  of  wind 
and  wave,  while  she  vainly  searched  the  night 


for  him  ;  and  in  his  warm  inmost  heart  he 
remxCmbered  just  such  another  at  home,  crying 
in  his  sleep  at  that  moment,  perhaps,  for  the 
fiither  who  had  that  day  sailed  away  from  him 
while  he  watched  his  mast  sink  slowly  down 
over  the  edge  of  the  sea.  So  he  summoned  his 
servant,  had  a  little  bed  rigged  for  the  uninvited 
guest,  made  out  from  him  what  he  could  of  place 
and  parentage,  gave  him  a  posset,  and,  when 
they  two  were  alone  again,  abandoning  dignity, 
even  so  far  forgot  himself  into  fatherhood  as  to 
sing  the  little  waif  asleep. 

Next  day  the  sailors  greeted  the  unexpected 
passenger  with  acclamation.  Tliey  were  super- 
stitious ;  he  was  a  good  omen.  An  angel  found 
asleep  on  the  captain's  j)illow  could  bode  only 
fair  winds  and  sunny  skies  and  all  genial  pros- 
perities of  voyage.  They  adopted  him  forth- 
with for  their  own,  each  one  emulatory  of  the 
other  in  the  matter  of  his  education,  till  between 
them  all  he  mastered  the  arts  of  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  tobacco,  and  became  as  native  to  the 
ropes  as  any  spider.  Thus,  as  after  one  or  two 
voyages  the  captain's  family  joined  him  in  for- 
eign ports,  and  the  LmsI  of  her  TJne  did  not  re- 
turn to  Lubec,  he  gradually  received  promotion, 
mounting  from  ship's  monkey  to  cabin-boy,  from 
cabin-boy  to  seaman,  and  so  on  till  at  last,  after 
many  fluctuations  of  years  and  fortunes,  at  the 
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age  of  twenty-one  he  ranked  as  second  officer 
of  a  fine  brig  that  ran  regular  South  American 
trips  for  the  owners,  and  the  liands  of  which  did 
a  little  irregular  business  for  themselves.  For 
Captain  Jean  (so  he  had  been  called  ever  since 
he,  with  one  companion,  had  navigated  into 
harbor  the  old  Last  of  Iter  Line,  when  master 
and  mates  had  alike  forsaken  her  as  a  worthless 
wreck) — for  Captain  Jean,  brought  up  at  sea, 
seldom  long  enough  on  shore  to  comprehend  or 
like  the  sensation  of  solid  earth  beneath  his  heel, 
knew  little  of  landsmen's  laws  and  cared  less — 
thev  never  gave  him  salvage  for  the  old  I^ast  of 
her  Line — and,  in  the  simplicity  of  a  truly  hon- 
est heart  at  core,  never  understood  the  sin  of 
smuggling.  So,  many  articles  admitted  other- 
wise into  Brazilian  ports  only  under  onerous  du- 
ties, were  surreptitiously  supplied  by  the  hands 
of  the  brig  Bvffer,  who  realized  a  pretty  profit 
from  their  various  contraband  transactions. 

But  when  Captain  Jean  had  arrived  at  this 
point  of  worldly  success,  and  found  himself  first 
mate  of  the  brig  Buffer,  it  occurred  to  him  one 
day  to  visit  tlie  little  town  of  Lubec,  whence  he 
had  heard  he  derived  liis  origin,  and  of  which 
he  preserved  very  vague  recollection.  He  had 
a  curiosity,  moreover,  to  discover  from  what  sort 
of  stock  he  had  sprung.  His  last  reminiscence 
was  of  a  tall,  red-haired  woman,  who,  snatching 
him  out  of  a  spring,  had  first  half-smothered 
him  with  kisses,  and  then  smartly  applied  a  tin- 
gling rod,  in  order  that  he  might  learn  to  be- 
ware of  fresh  water  till  the  latest  day  he  lived. 
His  first  discovery  was  when  he  skirted  the  edge 
of  the  ancient  grave-yard  upon  his  way,  his  eye 
caught  sight  of  a  mossy  and  tiny  stone,  erected, 
as  it  said,  in  memory  of  Jean,  and  where  he 
paused  to  read  his  own  name,  by  which  he  judged 
that  he  had  been  given  up  for  dead  and  gone 
years  ago.  The  next  thing  that  he  found  was 
a  gray-haired  dame,  a  tinge  of  gold  yet  gleam- 
ing in  the  silver  of  the  locks,  who  sat  knitting  in 
the  sun,  and  only  gave  a  sudden  startled  glance 
at  his  tread  and  the  towering  of  his  broad,  tall 
frame  beside  her,  as  if  the  sound  of  the  first  had 
reminded  her  of  something  far  back  in  her  lost 
youth.  She  looked  up  at  him  again  a  moment ; 
then  she  looked  down  perplexed ;  then  she  took 
out  her  great  silver-bowed  spectacles,  adjusted 
them,  and  surveyed  once  more,  from  top  to  toe, 
this  accommodating  stranger,  who  so  quietly  re- 
ceived her  inspection.  Something  troubled  her ; 
she  shook  her  head. 

"No,  no,"  said  she;   "I  buried  Jean." 

"You  had  a  son  called  Jean,  then?"  asked 
the  stalwart  intruder. 

"  Ay,  lad,  I  had  him,"  said  she.  And  then, 
at  the  sound  of  his  voice,  at  the  light  of  his  eye, 
at  the  touch  of  his  sleeve,  this  way  and  that,  the 
fibres  of  her  heart  pulled,  all  the  mother-instinct 
beset  her,  she  looked  at  him  wistfully,  and  rose 
and  fell  upon  his  neck  and  wept. 

This  pleased  Captain  Jean  mightily.  He  re- 
garded women  as  a  mysterious  and  reverend  or- 
der of  beings — not  human,  like  men,  but  a  kind 
of  awful  fay,  dwelling  in  an  inner  circle,  and 


governed  by  a  different  law.  Such  of  them  as 
haunted  the  ports  were  but  diabolical  simula- 
cres,  had  nothing  to  do  with  women  in  the  ab- 
stract— women  in  the  abstract,  who  were  multi- 
plex and  manifold  marvels  of  emotion,  and  to 
whom,  by  this  sign,  he  was  glad  to  see  his  mo- 
ther belong. 

He  spent  that  day  and  many  succeeding  ones 
in  recounting  to  her  his  experiences,  and  in  list- 
ening, in  return,  to  the  recital  of  her  quiet  years 
of  home-life.  She  put  before  him  her  best  old 
china,  of  whose  impossible  butterflies  and  birds 
and  blossoms  he  seemed  to  have  dimmest  re- 
membrances ;  opened  for  his  delectation  her  pre- 
cious jars  of  long-since  candied  sweetmeats; 
laid  him  in  her  lavender-scented  sheets  ;  inform- 
ed the  neighbors  with  jubilation  that  this  her 
son  was  dead  and  is  alive  again,  was  lost  and  is 
found ;  with  a  smack  of  her  old  vixenish  vitali- 
ty uprooted  the  little  grave-stone,  as  if  she  had 
got  the  better  of  Fate  in  the  matter,  and  meant 
that  Fate  should  know  it ;  and  finally  and  every 
day  had  Cicely  prepare  the  nicest  viands  in  the 
nicest  way  of  which  her  old  French  cookery  had 
imparted  the  love  to  the  little  maid  ;  for  the  mo- 
ther was  of  foreign  extraction,  though  born  on 
the  shores  of  the  Province  of  Maine,  upon  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

And  Jean  lingered  and  enjoyed  it  all,  and 
l)lanted  and  weeded  in  his  mother's  garden,  and 
sat  on  the  wharves  every  sunset  looking  out  to 
sea  and  fishing  for  flounders,  and,  by-and-by, 
taking  his  personal  bearings,  found  himself  more 
attached  to  this  fine  old  lady  than  he  had  ever 
been  to  any  thing  in  the  course  of  his  life,  ex- 
cepting the  old  Last  of  her  Line. 

But  I  doubt  if,  after  all,  this  simple  filial  at- 
tachment was  the  entire  cause  of  his  letting  the 
brig  Bvff'er  make  a  trip  without  him.  He  might, 
it  is  true,  have  staid  at  home  just  and  merely 
for  his  mother;  but  Cicely  made  it  doubly  sure. 
For  Jean  was  a  young  man  unacquainted  with 
maidens.  He  studied  the  adopted  daughter  of 
the  house  as  a  novelty ;  watched  her  come  and 
go  with  the  happy  smile  on  her  face ;  saw  her 
rise  glad-hearted,  fresh  as  a  rose,  with  dew-bright 
eyes,  in  the  morning ;  bade  her  good-night  while 
a  little  pensive  grace  hung  in  languid  fashion 
about  her  in  the  evening.  Here  was  somebody 
his  mother  had  reared ;  consequently  she  must 
be  like  his  mother,  worthy  and  sterling.  Not 
pretty  ? — to  him  she  was  beautiful.  Only  com- 
monly good? — to  him  she  was  an  angel.  All  at 
once  Jean  surprised  himself  walking  airily  like 
some  nightly  wayfarer  under  an  unexpected  sun- 
rise ;  but  the  sun  was  in  his  heart,  a  strange, 
rare,  beautiful  feeling  there  wrapping  him  in  an 
atmosphere  of  joy  and  buoyancy,  and  leaving 
him  in  love.  Now,  for  a  week  or  two,  it  was 
fresh,  fragrant  dawn  with  him,  till  by-and-by  a 
deepening,  widening  emotion  came,  as  if  day 
verged  on  noon,  and  Jean  experienced  a  dim 
sensation  which  another  person  than  he  would 
have  interpreted  as  meaning  the  necessity  that 
existed  for  something  reciprocal  in  this  affair, 
unless  love  were  a  most  one-sided  thing  indeed. 
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But  Jean  did  not  even  know  that  it  was  love. 
His  mother  found  it  out  for  him. 

"Jean,  I  am  jealous,"  said  she. 

"Jealous,  mother?"  answered  Jean,  opening 
wide  his  shining  blue  eyes. 

"Yes.  Wlien  you  first  came  home  it  was  me 
you  watched,  me  you  followed,  me  you  waited 
on,  me  you  talked  to.     Now — " 

"Well,  mother — now?" 

"Now  it  is  Cicely." 

"Cicely!" 

"  And  I  am  only  the  old  woman." 

"  Fie  !  fie !  for  shame !  But  is  it  so  ?  Well, 
she  is  a  pretty  thing  to  watch,  to  follow — is  she 
not  now,  mother?" 

' '  Pretty  is  that  pretty  does.  And  Cicely  '11 
find  any  man  in  a  good  wife.  I'll  not  deny 
that." 

"Wife!" 

"Yes,  wife!  What  else  are  you  making 
great  eyes  at  her  for?" 

"  George !  I  must  be  an  idiot.  I  never 
thought  of  that,"  said  Jean,  a  long  breath  lifting 
his  shoulders  and  a  shiver  racing  all  over  him. 

"  So  much  the  better  for  you,"  said  the  sen- 
tentious old  lady. 

But  the  thought  was  dealing  havoc  with  Jean. 
He  was  trembling  like  a  leaf.  Cicely  his  wife. 
Heaven  while  he  was  yet  alive.  Freehold  in  an 
angel.  In  her  smile  by  day  and  in  her  heart  by 
night.  "  Oh  no,  no,  mother !"  cried  he.  "  That 
can  never  be.  Cicely  will  never  look  upon  the 
likes  of  me." 

And  at  that  the  mother  fired. 

"I  should  like  to  know  why  not?"  she  ex- 
claimed. "  Who  is  there  better  for  her  to  look 
at  ?  Who  is  she  to  play  the  upstart  ?  What 
right  has  the  girl  to  hold  herself  above  my  boy  ? 
Be  still  with  your  nonsense  or  I'll  put  her  on 
her  knees  before  you.  Cicely  indeed !  Why,  I 
all  but  took  her  out  of  the  street ! " 

"Mother!" 

"Well,  well;  I  don't  go  to  say  'twas  her 
fault.  Squire  Andersgelt  cheated  her  father 
and  mother  out  of  what  they  had ;  and  of 
course  the  child  couldn't  hinder  their  dying, 
she  was  only  a  baby.  But  it  was  a  great  shame 
of  them." 

"  You  have  got  reason  on  your  side." 

"  Now  but  wasn't  it  of  them  ?" 

"A  rascal  can  get  to  the  windward  of  any 
one." 

"I  wish  he  hadn't  taken  so  much  wind  out 
of  my  sails  then  as  he  went,  or  I'd  speak  plainer 
of  him." 

"  I  don't  know  how  you  could,  old  lady.  But 
what's  he  done  to  you?" 

"Don't  you  know?     Why,  he  has  a  mort- 
gage on  the  place!" 
"This  place?" 

"What  other?" 

"For  how  much?" 

"Well,  there  I  rather  got  the  windward  of 
him.     For  more  than  it's  worth  !" 

"Takes  a  rogue  to  deal  with  rogues — eh  ?" 
"  Wiiy  shouldn't  I?     He   has  a  good   two 


thousand  of  Cicely's,  you  see  now,  her  father's 
and  mother's,  that  she'll  never  touch  the  first 
cent  of." 

"  Well,  mother,  we  must  raise  that  mortgage. 
That  will  make  it  all  fair." 

"I  wish  you  could.  To  tell  you  the  truth — 
the  real  truth,"  said  the  old  lady,  bending  over 
to  Jean's  chair  with  animated  gesture,  for  she 
hardly  knew  which  side  of  the  question  she  was 
on,  "  he  pesters  Cicely's  life  out.  He's — he's — 
in  love  with  her." 

"The  presuming  scoundrel!  The  daring 
wretch!" 

"Hush!  hush!  how  loud  you  talk.  And  I 
can't  see  what  for  now — she's  a  plain  littl_' 
thing  though  she's  trig.  She's  a  sight  too  good 
for  him,  and  that's  the  naked  truth !" 

"By—" 

"  Hush,  I  say !  And  now  I'll  tell  you,  Jean. 
In  about  a  year,  in  seven  or  eight  months,  the 
time  of  the  mortgage  expires.  And  he  can  fore- 
close. And  he's  said  something  about  it — yes, 
he  has  !  And  he's  given  me  to  understand  that, 
if  Cicely  '11  marry  him,  he'll  make  it  all  over  to 
her  to  do  with  just  as  she's  the  mind.  And  of 
course  then  I  can  live  on  in  my  little  house  and 
garden  till  the  end  of  my  days.  'Twon't  be 
long.  But  I  don't  want  to  die  in  the  work- 
house," said  the  old  lady,  beginning  to  cry. 

"Belay  there!  Who's  going  to  die  in  a 
work-liouse?  Who  docs  that  while  their  son 
has  hands  ?  Don't  you  let  me  hear  any  "more 
of  that.  I'll  pay  this  mortgage,  I  say,  if  I 
have  to  take  it  out  of  the  fellow's  hide  after- 
ward !" 

"But  I  don't  think  Cicely  'd  mind  now." 

"  Mind  which?     Marrying  or  hiding?" 

"Pshaw!  She  was  quite  agreeable — that  is 
to  say,  she  used  to  cry  some — but  girls  are  al- 
ways crying — and  she  didn't  positively  say  no 
till  you  came  home" — Jean's  face  brightened — 
"  and  now  the  Squire's  been  here  a  half-dozen 
times,  and  the  minute  she  hears  his  dog  bark 
she  just  ups  and  goes  to  bed." 

"  And  what  does  Andersgelt  say  to  that?" 

"  He  shakes  his  cane  at  mer  sobbed  the  old 
lady. 

"Andersgelt  is  a  good-looking  man,  isn't  he  ?" 
asked  Jean,  dubiously. 

"Yes — for  them  that  likes  your  black  beau- 
ties." 

"Rich?" 

"Yes,  oh  yes." 

Jean's  voice  fell  as  his  heart  did. 

"  Respected  ?"  he  asked. 

"  Well,  he  isn't  a  professor.  But  he's  regu- 
lar at  morning  service ;  he  goes  to  prayer-meet- 
ing, and  he  spends  with  a  free  hand  for  the 
missions,  and  the  ministers,  and  the  Jews." 

"Young  still?" 

"  Just  in  his  prime,  you  might  say.  A  little 
past  forty." 

"  Handsome  house  ?" 

"And  every  thing  like  a  palace  in  it." 

"Little  stingy  about  such  sort  of  things?" 

"Not  he.     Sets  a  good   table.     And  he'll 
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dress  his  wife,  if  he  ever  gets  her,  like  a  count- 
ess— no  mistake," 

"  Why  don't  Cicely  have  him  ?"  asked  Jean, 
savagely. 

"Because — because" — quavered  and  sobbed 
the  old  lady,  "I  think  it's — because  she  loves 
you!" 

Jean's  chair  spun  over  on  the  turf  behind 
him,  he  had  caught  his  mother  in  his  arms  and 
was  kissing  her  face  in  every  seam  and  wrinkle. 

"Yes,  yes,"  said  she,  with  half  a  laugh  in 
the  midst  of  her  tears,  when  he  released  her. 
"  It's  all  very  well.  But  I'd  have  you  to  know 
that  you're  not  kissing  me." 

"Who  then,  ])ray?" 

"You're  kissing  Cicely." 

"I!"  And  while  Jean  was  amazed  at  his 
mother's  audacity,  he  had  a  silent,  sidelong 
gleam  of  an  idea  that  if  he  were  kissing  Cicely 
the  kisses  would  taste  very  different. 

"Now,  mother,  don't  you  fret,"  said  he. 
"I'll  pay  this  man  his  money  if  there's  any 
friend  in  New  York  or  any  gold  in  Brazil.  Be 
at  ease  on  that.  And  if  I  shouldn't,  you  and 
Cicely  could  be  happy  in  some  other  home  of 
your  own  son's  making;  couldn't  you,  mother?" 

"Yes,"  said  she,  doubtfully.  "Yes,  I  sup- 
pose I  could.  But  I  don't  want  to  be.  I  was 
born  in  this  house.  I  was  married  in  it.  You 
were  born  in  it.  He  died  in  it.  /  want  to  die 
in  it  too." 

"  So  you  shall ;  so  you  shall.  There,  now, 
let  your  heart  rest.  He  sha'n't  have  the  house, 
and  he  sha'n't  have  Cicely." 

"I  don't  know — " 

"  Not  if  what  you  tell  me  is  true." 

"Do  you  suppose  I'd  tell  you  any  thing  else?" 
she  cried,  with  anger  as  ready  as  ever.  "Did  I 
ever  speak  falsely  ?     The  mortgage — " 

"I  mean  about  her — about  me — that — it  seems 
like  taking  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain  to  say 
it,  though  I  never  minded  doing  that  much,  to 
be  sure.  I  mean  if  it's  true,  as  you  told  me, 
that  Cicely  loves  me,  mother,"  said  Jean,  hum- 
bly. 

"  Oh !  oh !  oh  !"  suddenly  burst  forth  behind 
them  both ;  and  there  stood  Cicely  on  the  step, 
with  what  could  be  seen  of  her  face  around  her 
hands  that  were  covering  it,  now  as  red  as  roses 
and  now  as  pale  as  snow. 

"She's  going  to  faint!"  cried  Jean. 

"If  she  dares!"  cried  the  old  lady,  comfort- 
ed by  Jean's  assurance  respecting  the  payment 
of  her  debt,  and  yielding  like  any  woman  to  the 
natural  course  of  a  true  love  affair. 

But  Cicely's  hands  had  dropped  from  her  face, 
and  though  she  was  now  the  color  of  death  her 
eyes  were  flashing  with  a  maidenly  indignation 
even  while  she  reeled  and  caught  at  the  door- 
post. For  all  that  she  would  have  fallen — for 
surprise,  and  anger,  and  shame,  and  battling 
hope  made  every  drop  of  blood  surge  back  upon 
her  heart — had  not  Jean  sprang  and  caught  her 
to  himself,  and  held  her  there  with  a  strange, 
sacred  feeling  of  awe,  close,  close  against  his 
breast.     And  here  it  occurred  to  the  mother. 


well  pleased  in  spite  of  herself,  that  the  adage 
declaring  discretion  to  be  the  better  part  of 
valor  was  applicable  to  the  present  situation, 
and  she  hobbled  into  the  house  as  fast  as  her 
feet  and  her  cane  could  carry  her.  Yet  this  was 
not  so  fast  but  that,  glancing  over  her  shoulder 
— how  could  she  help  it  ? — she  saw  Jean  give 
one  long  look  up  into  the  deepening  twilight 
sky,  then  bend  his  face  upon  the  face  beneath 
it,  while  for  a  moment  Cicely  held  away  Avith 
averted  head  and  repulsing  hand,  and  then  in 
sudden  vehemence,  blushing  damask,  smiling 
sunshine,  she  flung  her  arm  about  his  neck  and 
met  his  lips  herself. 

It  was  a  lonely  place  Avhere  the  cottage  stood ; 
nothing  but  fields  between  it  and  the  harbor 
stretched,  and  seldom  any  rash  observer  loitered 
there.  Night  had  fallen  now  ;  there  was  neither 
moon  nor  star,  but  a  soft  haze  over  all  the  sky. 
The  two  stood  together,  leaning  half  on  the  gate 
at  the  end  of  the  garden,  half  upon  each  other. 
They  said  little ;  for  it  was  with  them  the  full- 
ness of  that  ecstasy  that  needs  no  words ;  now 
and  then  lips  met  in  long,  silent  kisses.  His 
arms  were  wrapped  about  her ;  she  could  hear 
his  great  heart  beat.  Cicely  was  appeased, 
blessed,  resting;  she  had  never  dared  believe 
such  joy  in  store  for  her,  a  little  maid  with  the 
comeliness  of  youth — no  other.  Jean,  in  his 
own  consciousness,  seemed  to  stand  far  nearer 
to  something  high  and  holy  than  ever  before ; 
such  a  sacred  significance  had  his  rapture  that 
he  would  have  thought  only  an  archangel  up  in 
the  clear  blue  heaven  could  sufler  such  trans- 
port of  deep  and  holy  bliss.  Every  time  he  bent 
and  kissed  his  promised  bride  a  thrill  coursed 
through  him.  He  thanked  God  all  the  time 
from  the  inmost  hollows  of  his  heart,  first  for 
making  her  at  all,  and  then  for  giving  her  to 
him.  As  they  stood  thus,  peaceful  and  brimmed 
with  gladness,  a  rustling  sound  broke  on  their 
ears ;  it  was  a  dog  brushing  through  the  herbs 
and  grasses ;  then,  reaching  the  gate,  he  began 
to  bay.  Suddenly  warned,  Cicely  would  have 
turned  for  flight ;  but  on  the  instant  all  of  Jean's 
enravishment  flowed  into  a  bristling  defiance. 
He  caught  her  closer,  held  her  firmer,  and  await- 
ed his  rival.  A  few  heavy,  plunging  heart- 
beats ;  still  his  arms  surrounded  her,  and  her 
head  lay  against  his  breast.  Then  a  form  took 
shape  out  of  the  semi-darkness,  and  Andersgelt 
stood  before  them.  About  them  the  trees  were 
shaking  down  fragrance,  the  wind  was  lightly 
wandering,  the  fire-flies  were  dancing  in  errant 
gleams.  He  surveyed  them,  and  took  the  scene 
in  surely.  His  black,  angry  eyes  burned  upon 
Jean,  who  returned  their  glance  with  blue  light- 
nings. Then  he  raised  his  hand  in  a  vindictive 
gesture  of  menace,  and  whistling  to  his  dog  re- 
turned into  the  obscurity  out  of  which  he  came. 

The  lovers  went  back  to  the  door-side  bench 
beside  the  rose-trellised  porch.  The  old  mother 
had  been  long  asleep.  They  sat  there  in  the 
soft  hazy  summer  night,  making  no  plans,  mur- 
muring only  now  and  then,  thoughtless  of  the 
future,  contented  to  the  utmost  with  each  other 
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and  the  present.  And  when  the  clock  from 
within  told  them  it  was  no  longer  ni^ht  but 
morning,  they  jjarted  only  to  meet  again  after 
sunrise,  and  wonder,  as  conscious  gaze  met 
gaze,  if  the  night  Iiad  been  a  dream. 

These  weeks  i)assed  to  them  like  a  dream  in- 
deed. In  their  course  a  pleasant  change  came 
over  Cicely,  one  not  unusual  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances ;  there  was  a  new  brightness  on  her 
hair,  a  new  bloom  on  her  face,  a  soft  lustre  all 
about  her  skin,  a  color  and  illumination  to  her 
glance ;  smiles  perpetually  came  and  went  upon 
her  lij)S  like  bees  making  honey  there,  as  Jean 
told  her.  Love,  it  seemed,  was  turning  her  into 
something  positively  pretty.  When  Squire  An- 
dersgelt  saw  her  passing  in  those  days  he  used 
to  set  his  teeth  and  go  home  and  look  tri- 
umphantly at  the  date  of  the  mortgage,  as  if  to 
make  assurance  trebly  sure.  He  knew  that  a 
prodigal  improvident  sailor  could  by  no  possi- 
bility have  saved  money  enough  to  meet  that ; 
and  once  gone  to  sea  again,  and  the  thing  fore- 
closed, why,  Cicely  should  soon  choose  between 
himself  for  husband  or  the  work-house  for  home 
to  her  adopted  mother.  He  justified  his  scheme 
to  himself  by  no  other  logic  than  that  he  chose 
it ;  that  he  had  sought  her  before  Jean  ever  saw 
her ;  that  he  would  make  her  care  for  him  ;  and 
that  the  evil  would  be  in  it  if  he  could  not  pro- 
vide more  happiness  for  a  girl  of  Cicely's  intelli- 
gence than  could  that  scape-grace  Avith  all  his 
arts.  As  for  poor  Jean,  his  arts,  so  called,  were 
comprised  in  his  warm  heart,  his  honest  tongue, 
his  ready  hand,  his  robust  beauty,  like  that  of 
some  young  Viking,  with  the  tan  upon  his  cheek, 
the  snow  upon  his  brow,  and  the  blue  eyes  shin- 
ing from  under  the  mass  of  yellow  locks.  It  is 
true  Cicely  was  a  girl  of  intelligence,  and  had 
received  the  customary  school  education  of  the 
place ;  and  also  true  tliat  she  contained  more 
theoretical  knowledge  in  her  little  tinger,  as  they 
say,  than  Jean  did  in  his  whole  hand :  but  the 
fact  had  its  curious  counterbalances,  for  if  Cicely 
knew  that  brandy  came  from  Bordeaux,  Jean 
knew  that  washing-day  came  there  but  once  in 
six  months ;  if  by  any  effort  of  imagination  she 
could  associate  dates  and  palm-leaf  fans,  Jean 
could  remember  how  he  had  climbed  the  tree 
and  ])lucked  the  date;  if  she  knew  that  Colum- 
bus discovered  America,  Jean  had  trodden  on 
the  spot  where  first  he  set  his  foot;  if  she  knew 
that  earthquakes  sometimes  swallowed  cities, 
Jean  had  himself,  he  could  tell  her,  been  swal- 
lowed by  one  and  ejected  as  a  bad  morsel ;  if  she 
knew  the  world  was  a  globe,  Jean  had  proved  it 
by  sailing  round  it.  His  practical  experience 
stood  him  in  better  stead  than  all  the  little  she 
had  ever  learned  from  books  might  be  expected 
to  do  for  her.  They  were  more  meetly  matched 
in  that  regard  than  Squire  Andersgelt  believed. 
And  as  all  the  knowledge  in  the  world  is  not  to 
be  weighed  evenly  with  one  pure  feeling,  Jean 
stood  for  Cicely  the  king  of  men,  and  to  him 
she  wore  a  halo.  He  saw  her  moving  about  her 
daily  tasks,  and  however  trivial  and  common- 
jjlacc  tliey  were  she  seemed  to  give  a  glory  to 


'  the  work.  He  did  not  dream  of  downright  mar- 
riage yet;  he  must  deserve  her  first;  it  might 
have  been  too  daring ;  he  must  make  a  nest  fit 
for  his  bird  ;  the  mortgage  must  be  paid ;  and 

[  then  !  He  shut  his  eyes  at  that  point  as  at 
something  too  dazzling  to  contemplate.  So  their 
future  remained  unexplored  ;  they  were  pledged 

I  to  each  other,  that  was  enough.  And  in  this 
state  word  reached  them  that  the  brig  Bvjfcr 

I  awaited  her  mate.  In  the  mean  time  when  the 
day  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage's  interest 
arrived,  and  Jean  had  seen  Cicely  and  his  mo- 
ther counting  out  the  proceeds  of  the  garden 
and  of  their  needles,  he  had  swept  it  all  back 
into  the  drawer  again,  telling  them  to  keep  it 
for  next  time  and  idle  a  little  now,  after  which 
he  paid  the  sum  himself,  assuring  his  motlier 
that  when  he  reached  New  York  he  should  find 
friends  there  that  would  arrange  it  all.  Thus 
when  the  hour  of  parting  arrived  he  had  no 
funds  in  reserve  for  his  proposed  journey  by 
coach — it  was  long  ere  the  diabolical  days  of 
railroads — and  consequently  was  forced  to  ship 
before  the  mast  for  the  trip  in  a  little  schooner. 
Foul  weather  followed,  they  were  obliged  to  beat 
off  the  coast,  and  the  passage  that  should  have 
taken  ten  days  absorbed  a  month.  This  Avould 
have  mattered  little  to  Jean,  for  in  parting  with 
Cicely  such  assurance  of  her  devotion  had  been 
impressed  upon  him  that  it  was  like  sacramental 
meat  strengthening  his  spirit,  and  giving  him  a 
perpetual  treasure  of  happy  reflection  ;  but  what 
made  it  matter  to  him  was  that  when  they 
reached  New  York  at  last  he  found  the  old  Cap- 
tain of  the  forsaken  Last  of  her  Line,  on  whom 
he  had  relied  to  purchase  the  mortgage  of  his 
mother's  house,  had  taken  advantage  of  the  de- 
lay to  slip  his  cable,  as  they  phrased  it,  and  be 
off'  for  the  unknown  shore.  This  of  itself  was  a 
grief  to  Jean,  but,  added  to  the  condition  of 
affairs,  became  too  much.  Still  there  was  one 
other  person  who,  he  knew,  would  help  him. 
It  was  too  late  that  night,  he  would  see  him  in 
the  morning  before  the  brig  Buffer  sailed.  He 
went  on  board  of  the  Buffer  to  sleep,  Avith  this 
understanding ;  and  as  had  happened  to  him 
once  before,  in  the  morning  he  found  himself 
out  of  sight  of  land,  for  a  wind  had  sprung  up 
in  the  night,  and,  mate  or  no  mate,  the  Captain 
of  the  Buffer  meant  to  take  advantage  of  it, 
ignorant  that  Captain  Jean  had  come  on  board. 
In  vain  Jean  swore  and  gnashed  his  teeth, 
there  he  was,  and  there  he  was  to  stay.  AVliat 
would,  what  should  Cicely  and  his  mother  think  ? 
Captain  Jean  was  at  sea  under  new  considera- 
tions ;  with  such  anchor  on  shore  he  would 
scarcely  be  any  more  the  reckless  thing  he  had 
been.  What  could  they  think  of  him  ?  Forty 
days  must  elapse  before  a  syllable  could  reach 
them.  All  his  ciieerful  lightness  went  by  the 
board ;  he  threw  safety  to  the  winds ;  became 
ready  for  desi)erate  deeds ;  and  was  in  just  the 
mood,  as  they  made  Brazilian  headlands,  that 
the  Captain,  wlio  had  a  heavy  contraband  ven- 
ture of  his  own  on  board,  desired  to  sec 
him. 
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They  had  finished  their  business  in  the  port 
of  entry,  discharged  their  cargo,  received  their 
freight,  taken  their  papers,  and  now  stood  out 
to  sea  only  to  make  the  shore  a  little  further  to 
the  north,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  at 
their  old  rendezvous. 

The  proper  signals  had  been  given,  the  cus- 
tomary ones  returned,  Captain  Jean  and  another 
put  off  in  a  yawl  to  make  all  right  on  land. 
That  was  speedily  done  :  and  swiftly  and  silent- 
ly the  boats  came  out  to  the  brig's  side  to  be 
hiden,  and  swiftly  and  silently  Avith  muffled  oars 
made  off  again  into  the  darkness ;  while  to  ex- 
pedite matters,  in  his  burning  impatience  for 
home.  Captain  Jean  himself  became  the  master 
of  one  boat-load,  and  went  on  shore  to  settle  and 
to  receive  the  various  moneys  due  on  what  would 
have  proved,  upon  his  return,  a  very  profitable 
affair  to  all  hands  but  himself,  who  ha])pened  to 
have  no  risk  in  it.  This  would  occasion  neces- 
sarily a  fine  economy  of  time  in  mutual  courte- 
sies in  the  banquet  and  the  drinking-bout  which 
ordinarily  took  place  on  board  the  brig  Buffer^ 
and  would  now  be  dispensed  with  altogether. 

Jean  and  his  two  companions  steered  the  boat 
into  the  shallow  cove,  and  far  within  the  tidal 
cave  in  whose  upper  recesses  the  smugglers  be- 
stowed their  hoards.  Then  they  unloaded  the 
boat,  and,  hitching  it  below,  went  up  to  finish 
the  business  with  the  principals,  who  were  no 
languid  natives,  but  shrewd  and  subtle  Portu- 
guese. 

The  account  had  been  rendered,  the  money 
passed,  cigars  exchanged  with  congratulations, 
a  few  remarks  on  the  necessities  and  the  time 
of  the  next  voyage,  and  regrets  that  they  had 
missed  seeing  el  Senhor  Capitan  Jean  on  the 
last  one,  and  with  two  stout  bags  of  doubloons 
inside  his  jacket,  Captain  Jean  and  his  compan- 
ions turned  to  go. 

They  had  traversed  half  the  slippery  way  down- 
ward when  suddenly  a  strange  sound  smote  their 
ears — the  click  of  arms;  the  damp  walls  gave  it 
dull  broken  echoes ;  the  water,  the  cave,  the 
shore,  the  whole  region  seemed  to  be  alive  with 
it. 

"Ha!"  cried  Captain  Jean,  "are  they  play- 
ing us  false  up  there?  But  they  are  black- 
hearted rascals  enough  for  it.  I've  been  think- 
ing, boys,  that  this  is  the  last  time  I'll  help 
cheat  Don  Pedro  of  a  real.  There's  plenty  of 
sweeter  work  to  do." 

"There  it  is  again !"  said  one  of  his  compan- 
ions. 

"  The  sound  is  from  below  !"  a  horrible  whis- 
per came  sliding  down  to  tell  them. 

The  next  instant  a  bengola  light  like  a  bale- 
fire shed  its  terrific  illumination  through  each 
remotest  crevice  of  the  place,  and  they  saw  the 
panic-stricken  malefactors  crouching  above  them, 
a  line  of  soldiery  standing  firm  below — and  a 
sonorous  voice  bade  them  surrender  in  the  name 
of  the  law. 

Jean's  blood  was  up.  He  snatched  at  his  pis- 
tols, meaning  to  die  hard  j   they  were  useless  ; 


in  both  the  charge  had  been  dampened.  He 
awaited  them  then  in  his  gigantic  strength  ;  he 
threw  the  first  two  that  approached  him  over 
his  shoulder  and  into  the  shallow  sea;  a  mo- 
ment more,  and  he  was  surrounded,  overpow- 
ered, pinioned.  The  two  soldiers  had  floun- 
dered to  shore  again  ;  half  tlie  smugglers  had 
thrown  themselves  into  the  water,  and  noise- 
lessly glided  away  into  the  darkness  and  depth; 
only  the  three  above  were  taken,  and  only  Jean 
and  his  mates,  the  three  below.  Then  stepping 
in  file,  the  six  were  marshaled  down  to  the  wa- 
ter's brink  again,  then  up  the  path  of  thickets 
and  through  a  kind  of  prickly  chaparral,  and  out 
upon  a  highway.  Here  the  officer  in  charge,  a 
ruflianly  sort  of  fellow,  ordered  a  halt,  and  in- 
formed them,  perhaps  to  cheer  the  weary  road 
ahead,  that,  taken  in  the  act  of  such  an  offense 
against  the  em]ure,  there  was  but  one  punish- 
ment :  and  they  began  their  march  that  night  to 
perpetual  imprisonment  in  the  Diamond  Alines. 

"Henceforth,"  said  the  officer,  "you  have 
forfeited  all  civil  rights,  and  are  the  slaves  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty." 

"Never!"  said  Captain  Jean,  in  his  lingua 
franca,  that  passed  current  every  where.  "Nev- 
er while  alive !" 

The  officer  laughed.  "We  now,"  said  he, 
"  take  our  way  to  the  mountain  region  and  the 
Diamond  Mines." 

The  Diamond  Mines !  Young  slaves  already 
decrepit,  stooping  over  the  shrunken  river-beds, 
sifting  interminable  sands ;  victims  of  "  veta" 
and  malaria  ;  distorted,  maimed,  branded,  lash- 
ed, writhing ;  withered  with  pestilential  fevers  ; 
suffering  every  indignity,  pain,  and  misery,  and 
sorrow — all  that,  with  Death  for  the  jailer,  and 
no  freedom  till  he  turned  the  key.  Jean  nodded 
to  the  chief  smuggler,  with  whom  he  was  chain- 
ed, and  said  in  low,  impressive  tones,  "Into 
those  Diamond  Mines  I  do  not  go  alive." 

The  answer  came  from  an  unexpected  quarter. 
It  was  a  smart  stroke  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer's riding  lash  along  his  face.  Jean  turned, 
gave  the  man  one  great  glare  out  of  his  blue 
eyes  that  should  have  made  him  tremble.  In 
his  code  in  that  regard  there  was  but  a  single 
article :  Blood  for  a  hloio.  The  officer,  how- 
ever, only  laughed  again,  struck  all  their  irons 
to  make  sure  that  they  were  sound,  mounted  his 
mule,  the  other  soldiers  did  the  same,  the  chain- 
ed prisoners  marched  between,  and  they  took  up 
their  way  indeed  to  the  mountain  region  and  the 
Diamond  Mines. 

All  that  night  they  marched,  and  still  after 
sunrise,  until  the  hot  hours  of  approaching  noon ; 
then  they  had  reached  a  government  station, 
were  brought  under  shelter,  and  allowed  food 
and  rest.  In  the  cool  of  the  day  they  were  com- 
manded again  to  take  the  road. 

At  first  Captain  Jean  refused  to  lift  a  foot ; 
he  remained  there  recumbent,  and  of  course  in 
sullen  despair.  Threats  and  oaths  proving  fu- 
tile, the  officer  renewed  the  blow  of  the  night 
before  with  the  stinging  knot  of  his  whip.  It 
brought  no  more  effect  to  Jean's  fixed  face  than 
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the  alighting  of  a  fly  would  have  done.  Then 
the  enemy  bethought  himself  of  a  master-stroke ; 
neither  chivalrous  nor  humane  himself,  he  had 
yet  heard  of  such  tilings  in  others.  He  straight- 
way had  the  lash  applied  to  the  bare  back  of 
Jean's  companions,  till,  finding  it  possible  to 
endure  their  cries  no  longer,  Jean  sprang  to  his 
feet  and  preci])itately  led  the  way.  The  officer 
signaled  his  satisfaction  by  affording  Jean  him- 
self the  final  flirt  of  his  thong  across  the  eyes ; 
but  upon  him  this  time  Captain  Jean  did  not 
waste  the  fire  of  a  glance;  he  had  his  plans  ma- 
tured and  under  way,  and  he  meant  that  either 
himself  or  the  officer  should  reach  the  Diamond 
Mines  a  dead  man  or  not  at  all.  He  had  eaten 
nothing  since  they  started ;  but  the  Indians  at 
the  station  had  privately  sold  him  a  quantity  of 
those  coca  leaves  that  they  chew  to  support  their 
strength,  and  which,  unlike  other  stimulants, 
give  great  supplies  of  nervous  energy  without 
impairing  any  vital  function.  On  this,  as  barely 
as  it  should  be  possible,  he  intended  to  live  till 
he  shoidd  have  lost  sufficient  flesh  to  slip  his 
palm  through  the  handcuffs. 

At  that  moment  officer  and  escort  alike  should 
give  their  last  look  at  the  midnight  sky  in  terror. 

The  road  that  they  now  pursued  branched  aside 
from  the  highway  and  followed  a  seldom-trod- 
den trail,  intersected  by  brawling  torrents  and 
mangrove  thickets  hard  to  traverse,  leading  now 
along  the  verge  of  sheer  precipices,  and  now  de- 
scending into  the  reeking  depths  of  the  luxiulant 
wilderness.  If  Jean  had  been  a  member  of 
some  daring  adventure,  the  superb  scenes  would 
have  made  his  brain  expand  with  delight ;  as  it 
was,  he  constantly  felt  lying  against  his  heart, 
like  a  rasping  shirt  of  thorns,  that  letter  of  his 
mother's  which  had  been  sent  after  him,  reach- 
ing Rio  Janeiro  the  night  he  left,  telling  that  the 
little  sum  saved  to  meet  the  coming  quarter-dny 
and  other  expenses  had  that  very  night  been 
stolen  from  them,  they  could  not  say  by  whom ; 
and  upon  informing  Squire  Andersgelt  of  the 
same  he  had  smiled  and  renewed  his  proposals 
to  Cicely,  and  averring  that  when  quarter-day 
came  it  was  plain  no  fate  could  save  them,  and 
unless  he  hastened  how  could  she  tell  what 
would  happen !  And  Jean  remembered  with 
desperation  how  penniless  he  was  even  if  he  were 
free — and  here  he  was  a  slave !  Thus  this  little 
fact  of  New  England  life  blotted  out  for  Jean  all 
the  color  and  res])lendence  of  the  tropic  glade, 
all  the  bold  beauty  of  the  porphyritic  mountain- 
side. Close  beside  them,  as  they  tramj^ed,  a 
river  of  whirling  foam  poured  its  wliite  column 
from  the  lofty  ledge  above,  and  fell  into  a  ravine 
whose  depth  was  dark  with  a  blackness  that 
sunbeam  never  pierced ;  they  crossed  the  abyss 
on  a  bridge  of  slender  chains  woven  together 
with  strips  of  hide,  and  only  broad  enough  for 
their  feet :  over  them  waved  and  lightly  balanced 
a  canopy  of  blossoms  where  the  wandering  wild 
vines  had  laced  together  the  tops  of  the  gigantic 
trees  on  either  side  in  an  arabesque  of  dazzling 
hue,  raining  doAvn  a  ravishing  fragrance  ;  under 
them  the  mist  of  the  torrent  rose  in  smoke,  and 


dropped  down  again  into  the  unfathomable  shad- 
ow. As  they  swayed  to  and  fro  on  this  filament 
between  heaven  and  hell,  even  the  doomed  slaves 
held  their  breath  till  the  solid  earth  should  seize 
their  steps  again.  As  for  Jean,  he  felt  of  his  hand- 
cuffs with  a  victor's  smile ;  he  was  scarcely  any 
longer  a  man,  but  fast  becoming  kindred  to  the 
savage  things  that  by  night  they  heard  horribly 
howling  in  the  shades.  Then,  the  bridge  cross- 
ed, they  wound  up  and  down  once  more,  till  at 
last,  dismissing  the  mules,  they  took  to  canoes 
and  embarked  on  one  of  the  shallow  frothing 
river-courses — a  maze  of  silver  rapids  and  em- 
erald glooms  threading  the  heart  of  an  enormous 
forest.  Opaque  here  with  the  shadows  of  state- 
ly araucarias  an  arrow's  flight  in  height ;  be- 
wilderingly  splendid  there,  where  the  dark  drag- 
on and  cashew  trees  were  tangled  in  vivid  meshes 
of  the  sumptuous  orchids,  in  magnificent  trum- 
pet and  passion-flowers,  each  one  festal,  a  freak 
of  color  and  sunlight,  a  bursting  star  of  penetrat- 
ing powdery  perfume,  that  made  drunken  all  the 
heavy  air  about  them  ;  and  in  another  place  all 
again  becoming  soft  and  soothing  to  the  eye, 
where  the  palm  groves  swung  their  lofty  boughs 
in  clear  spaces,  or  where  close  down  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge  crowded  the  monstrous  ferns,  feather- 
ing at  giddy  heights  their  delicate  sprays  of 
fairest  green  against  a  sky  of  such  clear  brill- 
iancy that  to  breathe  its  air  seemed  like  living 
in  the  heart  of  some  pure  and  vast  jewel.  JFar 
in  retreating  hollows  they  could  see  the  giant 
fig  wreathed  with  the  blooms  of  the  white  vanilla, 
that  sent  its  softly-bitter  sweetness  floating  lan- 
guidly to  find  the  river-course ;  or  a  sudden 
cluster  of  cacti,  like  living  flames,  wasted  their 
wealth  of  startling  color  on  the  deadly  coral 
snake  that  hissed  at  their  feet,  or  fed  with  their 
beauty  the  melancholy  song  of  the  Alma  per- 
dida  that  by  night  sighed  through  the  spaces  of 
the  wood,  what  time  the  alligator,  in  his  bronze 
plate-armor,  lifted  his  terrible  leer  from  the  Ava- 
ters.  By  day  the  chattering  monkeys  tossed 
down  the  savage  fruits  to  them  as  they  passed : 
the  birds  fluttered  among  the  sprays  like  flakes 
of  colored  fire  ;  the  great  anaconda  twined  him- 
self from  stem  to  stem,  his  scaly  sides  glistening 
in  azure  and  vermil  and  gold ;  they  surprised 
flocks  of  rosy  flamingoes  fishing  at  the  mouths 
of  the  affluent  brooks ;  insects  that  were  atoms 
of  gossamer  and  light  skimmed  about  them, 
they  parted  A-ast  fleets  of  the  paplIlo7i  bleu  hov- 
ering down  the  stream  in  the  tide  of  air  just 
over  the  current,  and  shedding  back  the  morning 
radiance  from  their  wide  wings  of  filmy  sa])phire 
and  silver  and  beryl ;  or  others  came  in  clouds 
about  their  heads,  winged,  as  it  were,  with  broad- 
est petals  of  the  pale  wild  rose.  By  night  the 
garnet-star  lighted  their  jiath — above  them  the 
great  Magellanic  cloud  wheeled  upon  the  ghostly 
shimmer  of  its  Avay,  the  Southern  Cross  hung 
out  of  heaven  its  pendent  mass  of  gorgeous  jew- 
elry ;  while  below,  the  green  beetle  flickered 
in  the  swamps,  tliey  divined  the  little  serpent 
thrusting  up  its  head  like  a  hood  crusted  with 
gems,  and  the  very  leaves  in  the  breeze  scin-^ 
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tillated  with  a  phosphorescent  fire.    Surrounded 
by  such  glory,  Joan  almost  forgot  to  curse. 

By  landing,  and  bearing  the  boat  from  below 
the  score  of  cataracts  to  the  smooth  water  above, 
by  poling  their  way  through  rushing  rapids,  by 
rowing  almost  constantly  against  the  current,  by 
catching  in  their  sail  whatever  breezes  chanced 
to  blow,  they  had  at  last  gone  as  far  as  it  was 
possible  to  go  by  water ,  and  the  escort,  more 
weary  than  the  slave,  hailed  the  rugged  foot- 
path once  more  that  found  them  within  but  two 
days'  hill-side  march  of  the  Diamond  Mines. 

They  encamped  that  night  on  the  edge  of 
the  forest,  sheltered  from  a  sudden  storm  by  a 
natural  abatis  of  colossal  fallen  trunks,  out  of 
whose  interstices  and  round  wliose  roughness  the 
rarest,  gayest,  and  most  pungent  flowers  and 
fungi  grew  and  rioted.  Behind  them  the  forest 
abrui)tly  terminated  with  sudden  tropical  transi- 
tion, having  carried  its  luxuriance  to  the  splen- 
did end ;  below  them  a  valley  stretched,  and  on 
one  side  the  hill  rose  a  jagged  mass  of  rock  up 
and  around  which  to-morrow  they  were  to  wind. 
As  they  laid  the  fire  together  in  the  lowering 
shadow,  a  little  light  moving  far  up  the  heights 
gleamed  upon  them  ;  it  descended  gradually,  and 
ere  long  they  could  distinguish  the  form  that 
bore  it — a  miner  stei)i>ing  slowly  down  with  a 
cup,  like  those  earthen  things  found  embedded 
in  the  Roman  Campagna,  out  of  which  the  flame 
issued  at  one  end,  while  it  was  suspended  by  a 
bending  iron  rod  from  the  front  of  his  cap.  He 
carried  a  packet  of  ore  upon  his  back,  yet  in 
spite  of  it  held  himself  erect  in  a  certain  lofty 
nobility,  and  with  his  strange  color  and  stranger 
outline  made  a  picturesque  vision  against  the 
darkening  sky.  He  was  probably  a  half-breed, 
once  condemned  to  death  for  some  early  blood- 
shed, and  pardoned  under  the  condition  of  per- 
petually carrying  the  ore  and  jewels  from  station 
to  station :  his  stately  gait  and  noble  mien  re- 
quired no  other  witness  to  prove  how  trust-wor- 
thy a  bearer.  The  dark  thickened  overhead, 
the  air  grew  full  of  intensely  suffocating  heat, 
and  suddenly  a  straight  shaft  of  fire  shot  from 
the  sky  to  meet  the  tiny  flame  of  the  cup,  and 
the  figure  stepping  statelily  from  jag  to  jag  fell 
with  the  bolt  and  lay  lifeless  within  a  stone's- 
throw  of  the  forest  party,  while  all  the  welkin 
rang  with  the  thunder-peal.  Jean  and  even 
the  Portuguese  were  struck  to  stone.  Not  so 
their  masters.  The  officer  uttered  a  contempt- 
uous sentence ;  it  mattered  to  him  no  more  than 
the  falling  of  a  mountain  mule  ;  before  another 
bolt  could  have  found  the  time  to  gather  he  had 
his  men  unstrap  the  packet  of  ore  and  put  it 
with  their  own  affairs ;  he  himself  took  from 
the  dead  miner's  neck  the  little  pouch  full  of  its 
oitavas  of  diamonds  and  slung  it  about  his  own. 
Then  a  few  blossom-strewn  boughs  covered  the 
carrier's  form  from  sight  till  to-morrow  the  vul- 
tures came.  The  whole  incident  had  not  re- 
quired the  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  had  no  more 
effect  upon  the  soldiers  and  their  leaders  than 
the  plunge  of  a  stricken  hawk. 

It  was  twilight  when  the  storm  broke,  but 


made  blackest  night  in  an  instant  by  the  down- 
right rivers  of  rain  ;  yet  fiercely  as  the  rain  fell 
no  drop  reached  them,  for  the  woven  mat  of  the 
forest  roof  was  impenetrable.  Now  and  then 
a  blending  flash  showed  the  great  plain  lying 
below  them,  in  stretch  on  stretch  of  broken  shad- 
ow netted  with  glancing  streams ;  showed  the 
silver  fall  of  the  torrent  of  rain  ;  showed  the  aw- 
ful outlines  of  the  wild  beasts  leaping  past  them, 
terrified  shades,  into  the  shelter  of  the  woods  and 
thickets.  All  the  time  the  rattle  of  the  thun- 
der was  followed  by  the  low,  long,  muffled  roar 
of  the  jaguar,  the  yell  of  the  forest  cat,  and  the 
shrill  scream  of  the  golden  macaws  in  concert. 

It  was  past  midnight  when  the  retiring  tem- 
pest suffered  them  to  sleep ;  and  then  the  fire 
of  fragrant  cascarilla  bark  and  ponderous  iron- 
wood  heaped  high,  the  sentry  sat  on  guard,  and 
the  others,  well  worn  and  weary,  stretched  them- 
selves straight  as  the  dead  ore-carrier  beside 
them,  and  forgot  fatigues  and  woes  alike  in 
dreams. 

All  but  Jean. 

He  could  slip  his  hands  through  the  hand- 
cuffs. 

At  last  he  was  free.  But  not  free  unless  his 
companions  were ;  and  not  free  while  one  of 
these  men  lived  to  follow  on  the  track.  He 
chewed  his  coca  leaf  and  lay  awake,  and  fur- 
tively eyed  the  sentry  by  the  fire.  He  wondered 
then  how  strong  he  was — if  this  arm  had  any 
vigor,  if  this  wrist  had  any  nerve,  if  there  could 
be  any  quailing  in  his  spirit.  And  while  the 
clouds  parted  and  fled  away  over  the  valley,  and 
on  «  jetty  sky  a  slender  waning  moon  lay  with 
such  clear-cut  edges  that  she  seemed  like  a  bev- 
eled topaz  in  relief,  Jean  never  let  his  fatal 
gaze  evade  the  nodding  sentry. 

Nodding,  starting,  sinking,  fiillen — lost  at 
last  into  profoundest  slumber. 

Then  Jean's  hands  were  loose.  In  a  twink- 
ling his  links  of  chain  undone.  He  would  not 
unbind  his  companions  yet,  their  hands  Avere 
not  as  sure,  their  stroke  as  steady,  they  had 
neither  the  fire  nor  the  hate  that  burned  and 
corroded  his  soul.  Stealthy  as  a  panther  he 
crept  to  the  fallen  embers  and  drew  thence  a 
great  brand  of  the  iron-wood.  Now  swift  exe- 
cution and  not  a  tremor.  A  blow  that  let  no 
groan  follow  it ;  another ;  the  round  was  swift 
and  deadly,  but  one  remained.  Over  that  man 
only  he  paused ;  he  wanted  all  the  evil  in  him, 
all  the  venom,  all  the  rancor,  to  count  when  his 
arm  fell.  Over  that  man  only  he  paused — 
paused  till  conscious  sleep  withdrew  its  veil  from 
torpid  sense  and  the  sleeper  had  lifted  his  star- 
tled head — paused  till  in  the  light  of  the  dying 
fire  and  the  wasting  moon  he  should  see  and 
know  the  gaunt  demon  glaring  above  him  ;  and 
then  blood  had  wiped  out  the  blow, 

Jean  waked  and  freed  the  others.  He  was  a 
man  again.  "Come,"  said  he,  "perhaps  they 
are  stunned.  Perhaps  they  are  dead.  In  ei- 
ther case  let  us  fly."  And  hastily  making  such 
preparation  as  was  indispensable  they  retraced 
their  way  to  the  stream,  and  with  bounding  ex- 
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ultation  Jean  felt  the  oitavas  of  diamonds  hard 
against  his  heart,  and  making  his  mother's  let- 
ter softness  itself.  Not  one  moment  did  Jean 
tremble  over  his  deed.  It  had  been  his  life  or 
theirs.  He  had  been  reared  unchristianly,  al- 
most as  a  barbarian.  In  his  apprehension,  not 
law,  bnt  he  himself,  held  the  scales,  and  in  such 
balance  his  freedom  outweighed  all  their  paltry 
beings.  Gentle-hearted,  sparing  wasp  and  fly, 
lie  would  never  know  a  shiver  of  remorse  for  this 
dark  night's  work;  it  had  been  tlie  act  of  self- 
defense;  he  had  smitten  nothing  but  reptiles. 
And  then,  if  he  had  so  much  as  paused  to  think 
of  it,  it  might  have  seemed  to  him  that  even 
Nature  herself  set  her  seal  of  work  well  done 
ui)on  the  deed,  when  morning  broke  over  them, 
and  they  staid  to  snatch  some  food  in  the  gar- 
den of  a  long-deserted  hacienda,  wliich  the  wil- 
derness had  liastened  to  restore  to  itself  with  all 
the  arts  and  strategies  of  most  tumultuous  vines 
and  maddest  efflorescence.  It  was  the  moment 
on  the  verge  of  sunrise  ;  delicate  pearl  tints 
sheathed  the  atmosphere,  and  over  them  a  gold- 
en breath  diffused,  while  the  whole  heaven  seem- 
ed nothing  but  one  fresh,  deep,  and  enormous 
f)erfume.  The  soft  dark  greenery  glittered  yet 
from  the  wet  wings  of  the  storm,  the  orange- 
trees  hung  their  boughs  of  heavy  snow,  and  scat- 
tered odorous  dew  upon  the  aloes  underneath 
them,  that,  all  starred  and  diamonded,  blossom- 
ed as  if  in  some  old  mage's  realm  every  minute 
concluded  for  them  the  century.  Out  of  the 
dripping  thickets  great  creamy  flowers  looked  in 
bland  amaze,  and  shook  themselves  into  a  mist 
now  and  then  as  their  stems  grew  too  heavy  to 
hold  their  shining  weight ;  the  pomegranate- 
trees,  lifting  themselves  out  of  the  clinging  lush- 
ness  of  bush  and  brier,  fanned  their  tawny  flames 
with  new  lustre ;  the  old  heliotrope  shrubs  im- 
pregnated the  rain-globes  on  their  clusters  of 
deepest,  tenderest  purple  with  most  passionate, 
most  intoxicating  sweetness;  and  off  from  every 
leaf,  every  thorn,  and  every  spike  ran  rillets  of 
crystal  and  fragrance,  till  the  scale  of  odors,  as 
of  colors,  was  complete.  While  they  gazed  it 
was  morning;  and  the  risen  sun  put  forth  one 
long  spear  and  touched  into  life  a  miracle  that 
had  almost  the  power  of  effacing  for  them  for- 
ever all  memory  of  the  dark  and  horror-filled 
night.  It  was  an  aged  and  lofty  mimosa  stand- 
ing in  an  open  space,  and  from  each  of  its  branch- 
es the  wild  aerides  had  slung  their  brilliant  blos- 
soms ;  and  all  along  its  rugged  trunk  daring  li- 
anas had  climbed  and  bloomed,  and  climbed 
again  and  knotted  themselves  in  a  glory  of  pe- 
tal and  nectary,  and  every  one  was  dashed  with 
dew  and  laden  with  spice.  Parroquets  sat  in 
the  boughs,  insects  flirted  about  the  flowers,  in 
tlie  nooks  of  the  lianas  humming-birds  had  built 
tlieir  nests ;  and  over  all  some  gigantic  spider 
liad  ambitiously  woven  his  immense  web,  and 
fiom  the  airiest  tip  to  the  lowest  root  the  sheet 
of  gossamer,  threaded  and  beaded  with  moisture, 
hung  quivering  there,  imprisoning  in  one  vast 
net  the  tree,  the  blooms,  and  the  humming- 
l)irds  that,  floating,  glancing,  flashing,  like  liv- 


ing jewels  and  winged  flowers  themselves,  Avere 
each  a  fantastic  blaze,  by  turns,  of  chatoyant 
sapphire,  emerald,  and  almondine.  Every  time 
a  bird  stirred,  a  flower  fell,  or  a  sigh  of  wind 
stirred  through  the  heavy  branches,  the  old  mi- 
mosa shivered  and  trembled  all  along  each  sens- 
itive leaf  and  fibre,  and  shook  its  beautiful  bur- 
den into  a  sparkle  of  flying  prisms  and  splen- 
dors. Then  a  flaw  rustled  all  the  garden,  a 
light  puff' of  wind  came,  turned  up  the  edges  of 
the  shining  veil,  slowly  strij)ped  the  tree,  set 
free  the  darting  humming-birds,  and  with  half 
the  gauzy  insects  tangled  in  it,  and  its  shimmer 
strewn  with  brillian-t  petals,  bore  the  gossamer 
lightly  up  and  away  like  a  vision  into  the  sky. 
And  having  watched  the  dazzle  disappear, 
Jean  drew  a  long  breath  and  clutched  the  pouch 
u])on  his  heart;  and  his  associates,  alternately 
shouldering  the  packet  of  ore,  which  they  con- 
sidered to  be  indemnifyingly  theirs,  they  all 
plunged  once  again  into  the  tortuous  ways  of 
the  forest — ready  to  meet  fever,  famine,  fa- 
tigue, and  death,  to  lose  or  find  the  coast,  the 
cave,  and  the  brig  Buffer,  but  never  to  become 
slaves  for  life  toiling  in  equinoctial  river-beds. 

III. 

While  Jean  had  thus  been  wading  through 
tropical  sins  and  sights  and  sufferings,  blistered 
with  heats  and  tortured  with  stings,  affairs  had 
gone  on  in  the  little  town  of  Lubec  much  as  his 
mother  had  warned  him. 

Cicely  grew  sad  and  pale  thinking  of  him, 
pining  for  him.  The  mother  fretted  and  fever- 
ed herself — still  no  word,  no  whisper.  Was  he, 
after  all,  like  any  thistledown-hearted  sailor  lad, 
with  a  wife  in  every  port?  Perhaps  he  never 
meant  to  come  back  again.  Whether  he  were 
in  New  York,  or  in  Brazil,  or  in  the  deep  sea  it- 
self, they  did  not  know ;  but  in  an  inspiration 
his  mother  had  sent  her  letter  after  him,  yet 
vainly  waited  for  reply.  Ah  well,  she  had  bur- 
ied him  once,  she  used  to  say ;  now  let  them 
bury  him  again.  And  as  mail  after  mail  came 
in,  and  came  in  empty  for  them,  time  brought 
round  Squire  Andersgelt's  quarter-day. 

Leave  is  light,  says  the  old  proverb ;  but 
Squire  Andersgelt  found  Cicely's  leave,  at  any 
rate,  a  heavy  task  to  obtain.  She  had  repulsed 
him  as  coolly  and  civilly  as  it  was  possible  to  re- 
pulse one  who  would  take  no  repulse.  There 
was  something  about  this  fresh,  good  little  maid- 
en that  had  bewitched  the  man — so  innocent, 
and  simple,  and  sweet,  his  own  negation  of  such 
qualities  demanded  her;  the  oftener  he  saw  her 
the  more  determined  he  became  to  win  her,  fiiir 
means  or  foul ;  the  more  surely  he  detected  her 
anxiety  and  sorrow,  the  more  surely  he  felt  him»- 
self  capable  of  giving  her  happiness  enough  to 
satisfy  any  woman  ;  and  such  was  the  luiture 
of  his  passion  that  her  very  grief  made  his  glad- 
ness. Cicely  used  to  wonder  at  the  creature's 
pertinacity,  for  she  said  to  herself  in  the  glass 
every  day  that  she  was  actually  ugly  now.  Her 
eye  was  almost  bereft  of  its  brightness  through 
so  much  watching  and  weeping,  her  step  had  no 
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longer  any  elasticity,  and  all  her  pretty  girlish 
color  had  fled  with  peace.  She  was  forever  on 
the  stretch  of  expectation,  and  did  nothing  but 
start  and  tremble.  It  is  a  sad  thing  for  one  to 
sit  at  home  in  ignorance  and  suspense  ;  it  sucks 
the  life  out  of  the  heart,  and  slackens  the  very 
fibres  with  which  one  holds  to  being.  Cicely 
felt  fainter  and  sadder,  and  more  desolate  every 
day.  Moreover,  all  this  was  to  be  concealed 
from  Jean's  mother,  who  must  be  made  cheer- 
ful with  reflected  cheerfulness  ;  and  the  old  lady, 
well  deceived,  grew  buoyant  with  hope  as  Cice- 
ly grew  heavy  with  doubt.  Poor  Cicely!  the 
very  sunshine  turned  into  shadow  for  her ;  she 
believed  now  that  she  was  going  to  die,  and  was 
thankful  for  it ;  for  if  Jean  were  already  dead 
she  should  find  him  so ;  but  if  he  had  forsaken 
her,  what  better  could  she  do  than  die !  In  ei- 
ther case  life  was  misery,  and  in  the  eternal  sleep 
was  rest. 

She  was  in  this  mood  when  one  day  Squire 
Andersgelt  came  to  present  his  case  for  the  last 
time.  She  sat  in  the  doorway  of  the  little  porch 
— the  door  at  the  back  of  the  entry  which  ran 
through  the  house  set  open  for  the  draft,  for  it 
was  a  sultry  Indian  summer  day — and  listened 
to  what  he  must  needs  utter,  while  he  leaned 
against  the  trellis  of  the  porch  and  pleaded. 
Within  she  could  hear  the  voice  of  the  old  lady, 
who  had  been  a  second  mother  to  Cicely,  sing- 
ing as  she  could  one  part  of  an  antique  fuguing 
tune — a  weak,  thin,  tremulous  voice  that  had  a 
ghost  of  sweetness  haunting  it  like  a  smell  of 
pressed  roses  in  some  long-unopened  book — 
singing  the  beautiful,  bounding,  old-fashioned 
tune,  and  giving  to  the  quaint  flexures  and  trills, 
where  breath  is  lost  in  breath,  an  indescribable 
effect  as  she  quavered : 

"  Come,  my  beloved,  haste  away, 
Cut  short  the  hours  of  thy  delay; 
Fly  like  a  youthful  hart  or  roe 
Over  the  hills  where  spices  grow!" 

And  to  Cicely's  memory  came  the  echoes  of  an- 
other tune  as  wild  with  the  soul's  sorrow  as  this 
one  was  with  the  soul's  desire ;  and  her  own 
voice  almost  broke  into  its  burden : 

'^As  on  some  lonely  building-top 
The  sparrow  tells  its  moan, 
Far  from  the  tents  of  joy  and  hope 
I  sit  and  grieve  alone." 

But  she  was  not  alone ;  for,  whatever  gentle 
sound  came  from  within,  without  the  strong, 
sturdy  tones  of  Squire  Andersgelt  made  a  strange 
contrast.  To-morrow  it  was  in  his  power  to 
foreclose  the  mortgage,  to  turn  both  her  adopted 
mother  and  herself  into  the  street.  For  herself, 
what  would  she  care  ?  But  for  the  other  one — 
the  sweet  old  soul  whose  fires  had  long  since 
burned  out,  and  who  sat  softly  singing  there  in 
her  trust  that  Providence  would  not  forsake  her 
— for  her  it  was  too  much. 

"If  I  am,  as  you  say.  Sir,"  said  Cicely,  faint- 
ly, and  Avith  no  little  hesitation,  "so  dear  to 
you,  why  are  you  willing  to  occasion  my  dis- 
tress ?  Be  generous  to  me,  and*  let  us  live  here 
still,  and  pay  you  rent  as  we  have  alwavs  paid 
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you  interest;  it  will  be  for  such  a  very  little 
while.  Por  she  is  old  ;  and  as  for  me,  you  see 
that  I  am  dying." 

"Dying?  dying?"  cried  Andersgelt.  "Nev- 
er !  That  is  the  very  reason  why.  If  you  stay 
here  you  will  die ;  it  is  a  moping  place ;  you  can 
pine  yourself  into  the  grave,  so  infernally  alone. 
But  look  a  moment :  in  my  house  the  scene  is 
new,  it  is  light,  it  is  cheery  ;  you  shall  not  know 
sorrow  ;  I  will  prevent  unhappiness  ;  I  will  wor- 
ship you,  Cicely,  far  more  as  your  husband  than 
as  your  lover  even,  and  I  will  spend  my  life  in 
making  yours  content.  Only  come !  And  as 
for  her,  your  mother,  she  can  stay  here  if  she 
prefers ;  or  let  her  come  with  you ;  she  shall 
still  be  mistress  there  as  here  ;  she  shall  be  my 
mother  as  well  as  yours  ;  the  house  shall  be  hers  ; 
she  shall  have  sunshine,  and  plenty,  and  rest ; 
her  last  hours  shall  be  her  best ;  we  will  both  of 
us  smooth  her  way,  and  when  she  leaves  us  feel 
her  blessing  staying  after.  Think  of  it.  Cicely ! 
Consent  and  come." 

Tlie  picture  was  pleasant.  Self-martyrdom, 
self-abnegation  is  the  delight  of  some  existences. 
There  would  be  charms  in  the  consent.  Cicely 
yielded  to  the  magnetism  of  the  man  for  a  sin- 
gle instant,  and  did  think  of  it.  And  why  not  ? 
If  she  could  secure  such  peace,  such  ease,  and 
such  affection  for  her  mother,  why  should  she 
reject  it  ?  and  that  by  a  sacrifice  of  so  brief  du- 
ration ?  For  she  Avas  convinced  that  with  this 
weiglit  dragging  down  her  heart  it  could  not 
even  beat  much  longer.  Yet  the  sacrifice  was 
sacrilege.  She  bowed  her  head  in  her  hands, 
and  such  scalding  tears  gushed  through  the  fin- 
gers as  might  have  melted  a  less  selfish  man. 

Suddenly  there  stole  over  her  as  she  sat  a  de- 
licious change.  Perhaps,  in  the  effort  of  aban- 
donment, the  idea  flitted  through  her  brain  she 
had  died,  and  this  was  the  first  touch  of  heaven. 
A  sense  of  peace  penetrated  her  heart ;  her  tears 
ceased  flowing ;  a  long  sigh  slowly  bore  away 
the  power  of  sobbing  further ;  a  pang  of  long- 
foreign  delight  thrilled  her.  "It  is  coming," 
thought  she  then.  "I  shall  not  have  to  suffer 
any  more."  The  man's  selfishness  was  infec- 
tious. She  forgot  about  Jean's  mother.  Then 
something  caused  her  slowly  to  turn  her  head. 
Jean  himself  stood  there  behind  her,  his  two 
hands  resting  on  the  two  ends  of  the  back  of 
her  chair.  Perhaps  it  was  they  that  made  her 
feel  that  moment  as  if  two  wings  were  grooving 
on  her  shoulders.  She  sprang  past  him  into  the 
house  with  a  strength  and  vigor  she  had  not 
dreamed  of  again  possessing.  She  could  not 
let  Squire  Andersgelt  see  how  glad  she  was  to 
meet  this  her  true  lover. 

Then  Jean  stepped  out  upon  the  flat  door- 
stone,  opened  the  stout  purse  he  wore  at  his 
belt,  and  showed  its  rolls  of  Spanish  dollars  and 
doubloons.  "To-morrow,  Sir,"  said  he,  stand- 
ing on  no  ceremony,  "your  mortgage  will  be 
raised,  for  we  retain  the  right  of  redemption. 
And  now  begone !" 

Inside  the  doors  that  evening,  with  Cicely 
resting  in  his  arms,  Jean  told  her  enough  of  his 
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adventure  for  her  to  giicss  tlie  rest.  She  was 
wiser  than  many  would  liave  heen,  and  did  not 
suffer  a  breath  of  horror  to  repel  her.  She  knew 
the  sidelong  savage  law  of  one  half  his  nature, 
and  saw  that  by  his  code  his  deed  was  right. 
It  was  not  that  half,  however,  that  she  loved. 
Singularly  now  she  thought  no  more  of  dying, 
and  only  dedicated  all  her  future  strength  and 
life  to  the  winning  of  his  will  to  gentler  and 
loftier  law — to  the  teaching  of  that  love  whose 
beginning  perhaps  he  had  scarcely  heard,  and 
whose  first  and  last  is  included  in  the  one  man- 
date of  the  Golden  Rule.  And  how  can  you  do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  to  you — 
how  can  you  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself,  un- 
til you  have  loved  God  better  than  yourself? 

So  the  mortgage  was  paid ;  and  the  mother 
was  to  sing  her  old  fuguing  tunes  in  peace  till 
with  his  feet  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  the 
Beloved  should  indeed  come  across  the  hills  and 
take  her  home. 

As  for  Captain  Jean,  when  he  had  sent  to  the 
brig  Buffer  the  two  bags  of  doubloons  that  be- 
longed there,  he  applied  the  rest  of  his  wealth 
to  the  purchase  of  a  vessel  that  entirely  pleased 
his  fancy,  for  he  could  no  more  live  upon  dry 
land  than  a  nautilus.  When  the  wind  blew 
hard  and  rumbled  down  the  chimney,  and  not  a 
plank  or  rafter  trembled.  Captain  Jean  felt  sure 
the  house  itself  was  about  to  founder,  and  be- 
came possessed  of  an  entirely  new  emotion,  which 
he  could  call  nothing  but  fear,  and  in  very  des- 
peration he  declared  he  must  needs  take  to  blue 
water  or  remain  a  coward  for  life.  Cicely  mean- 
while had  succeeded  in  her  work  to  the  point 
that,  though  with  his  rude  logic  he  still  reasoned 
that  his  liberty  being  his  own  he  had  the  right 
to  set  his  own  price  upon  it,  and  for  the  time 
that  it  had  been  taken  from  him  he  considered 
so  many  oitavas  of  diamonds  as  fair  equivalence, 
yet,  since  she  was  so  earnest,  so  soon  as  he  had 
doubled  them,  and  that  would  be  in  a  half  dozen 
voyages,  there  should  be  returned  to  the  impe- 
rial Don  Pedro  all  that  to  which  Captain  Jean 
had  helped  himself.  And  there  she  contentedly 
acquiesced,  still  carrying  on  lur  works  subter- 
raneously  till  victory  should  crown  them  openly. 
And  this  was  all  the  easier  for  her  to  do,  since, 
sailing  his  own  ship.  Captain  Jean  had  the  con- 
sent of  no  owners  to  ask,  and  took  his  wife,  with 
him  out  of  every  port  he  sailed  :  simmering  over 
the  sea  to  Spain,  loitering  in  Ionian  waters,  or 
flying  before  the  tropical  winds  in  rich  passages 
from  island  to  island  of  the  treasured  South  Sea 
Archipelagoes.  Yet  always,  whether  they  win- 
tered among  the  vines  of  Madeira  or  the  palms 
of  Trinidad,  there  was  one  little  summer  haven 
to  which  they  constantly  returned  ;  and  by-and- 
l)y,  when  death  had  taken  the  old  mother,  out 
of  the  storms  of  his  great  hearty  grief  it  was 
Cicely's  hand  that  steered  Captain  Jean  into  a 
holier  haven. 


MY  SOLDIER. 

UPON  a  hard-won  battle-field, 
Whose  recent  blood-stains  shock  the  skies, 
B}'  hasty  burial  half-concealed. 
With  death  in  his  dear  ej^es, 
My  soldier  lies. 

Oh,  thought  more  sharp  than  bayonet-thrust — 

Of  blood-drops  on  his  silken  hair, 
Of  his  white  forehead  in  the  dust. 

Of  his  last  gasping  prayer, 

And  1  not  there ! 

I  know,  while  his  warm  life  escaped, 
And  his  blue  eyes  closed  shudderingly, 

His  heart's  last  fluttering  pulses  shaped 
One  yearning  wish  for  me — 
Oh  agony! 

For  I,  in  cruel  ignorance, 

While  yet  his  last  sigh  pained  the  air, 
I  trifled — sung  or  laughed,  perchance, 

With  roses  in  my  hair, 

All  unaware. 

In  dreams  I  see  him  fall  again, 

Where  cannons  roar  and  guidons  wave — 

Then  Avake  to  hear  the  lonesome  rain, 
We'eping  the  fiillen  brave. 

Drip  on  his  grave. 

Since  treason  sought  our  countrj^'s  heart, 

Ah,  fairer  body  never  yet 
From  nobler  soul  was  torn  apart ; 

No  braver  blood  has  wet 
Her  coronet. 

No  spirit  more  intense  and  fine 

Strives  where  her  starry  banners  wave: 

No  gentler  face,  beloved,  than  thine 
Sleeps  in  a  soldier's  grave —  « 

No  heart  more  brave. 

And  though  his  mound  I  may  not  trace. 

Or  weep  above  his  buried  head, 
The  gratefixl  spring  shall  find  the  place, 

And  with  her  blossoms  spread 
His  quiet  bed. 

The  soul  I  loved  is  still  alive. 

The  name  I  loved  is  Freedom's  boast; 

I  clasp  these  helpful  truths,  and  strive 
To  feel,  though  great  the  cost, 
Nothing  is  lost; 

Since  all  of  him"  that  erst  was  dear 

Is  safe;    his  life  was  nobly  spent, 
And  it  is  well.     Oh,  draw  Thou  near. 

Light  my  bewilderment, 

Make  me  content! 
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EXPLORING  THE  MAGALLO- 
WAY. 

^NE  morning  Brown  and  I,  after  a  mght 
spent  in  a  hayloft,  sat  down  to  a  breakfast 
which  set  at  unWushing  defiance  every  rule 
sanctioned  by  apjiroved  usage.  The  scene  of 
tlic  repast  was  a  log-house,  at  the  source  of  the 
Connecticut,  Hard  by,  breaking  from  its  pa- 
rent lake,  tossing,  foaming,  and  fuming,  the 
Yankee  river  made  its  start  in  life  in  a  spirit 
of  lawless  riot  which  held  forth  indifferent 
promise  of  the  prosperous  respectability  of  its 
later  course. 

The  house  consisted  of  one  large  room  be- 
low, and  a  loft  above.  It  was  built  of  logs 
squared  with  the  axe,  calked  with  clay  and 
moss,  and  well  begrimed  with  smoke.  There 
was  a  cavernous  fire  -  place  of  unhewn  stone, 
and  a  hearth  of  the  same  material,  as  pictur- 
esque in  its  ridges  and  depressions  as  one  of  the 
papier-mache  models  of  Switzerland  for  the  use 
of  schools.  In  one  corner  the  water  of  a  nat- 
ural spring  was  led,  by  a  wooden  pipe,  into  a 
large  wooden  trougli,  whence  it  escaped  by  a 
waste-pi])e  at  tlic  farther  end ;  in  another  cor- 
ner was  a  spinning-wheel,  in  another  a  bed  ; 
and  in  the  fourth  an  accumulation  of  shabby 
children,  the  eldest  boy  making  a  trap  for  chip- 
munks, and  the  eldest  girl  rocking  the  baby's  cra- 
dle. Of  the  table  and  the  table-cloth  perhaps  the 
less  said  the  better.  They  sustained  a  repast  of 
which  a  pudding-dish  filled  with  salt  pork,  and 
a  milk-pan  piled  with  dough-nuts,  formed  the 
more  conspicuous  features ;  while  a  green  cheese, 
a  dish  of  cucumbers,  and  two  raspberry  pies  sup- 
plied a  finish  to  the  entertainment.  The  host 
and  proprietor,  Mr.  Lewis  Gookin,  sat  at  the 
board  in  one  of  those  garments  which  Garibaldi 
has  made  classic — a  muscular,  thick-set  man, 
wdth  a  swarthy  face  and  a  knowing  eye,  while 
the  hostess,  lank,  wiry,  and  energetic,  vibrated 
between  the  fire-plaice,  the  table,  and  the  family 
group  in  the  corner,  now  cufiing  the  ears  of  a 
contumacious  infant  with  the  same  unimpas- 
sioned  vigor  with  which  she  tossed  the  dough- 
nuts in  the  frying-pan,  and  now  turning  to- 
Avard  the  guests  with  the  hospitable  inquiry, 
"Wouldn't  yer  like  nothin'  more?"  As  for 
the  latter,  the  guests,  they  were  a  pair  of  Sopho- 
mores on  their  vacation  travels. 

What  peculiar  attraction  they  could  discover 
in  three  log-houses  and  a  saw-mill,  which  then 
formed,  and  perhaps  form  to  this  day,  the  set- 
tlement of  Lake  Connecticut,  it  might  not  be 
easy  to  explain.  But  the  settlement  of  Lake 
Connecticut  was  to  them  but  the  jumping-off 
place  whence  they  proposed  to  dive  ,into  a  re- 
moter world  of  mystery. 

Northward,  beyond  the  lake,  ridge  above 
ridge  in  hazy  distance,  rose  the  high  mount- 
ains which  form  the  Canadian  boundary,  sav- 
age, pathless,  unfrequented  —  because  there  is 
nothing  to  be  got  by  going  there :  in  short,  a 
howling  wilderness.  As  respects  game,  its 
promise   was   far  from  brilliant.     A  possible 


deer,  a  not  impossible  moose,  a  faint  chance  of 
a  bear,  a  racoon,  a  Canada  porcupine,  or  a 
sneaking  "bob-cat,"  were  but  a  lean  and  mea- 
gre offset  for  hard  work,  hard  sleep,  and  hard 
fare.  These  advantages,  too,  might  be  enjoyed 
elsewhere  in  large  measure,  at  the  price  of  no 
hardship  whatever,  and  no  other  labor  than  ])ad- 
dling  a  birch  canoe  or  lifting  it  over  a  portage. 
Superior  barbarism,  superior  solitude,  and  the 
potent  charm  of  the  unknown,  may  possibly 
seem  to  a  censorious  criticism  not  wholly  ade- 
quate to  lure  well-regulated  minds  along  a  path 
of  such  manifold  and  varied  discomfort.  But 
De  (justibus  72on,  etc. 

Mr.  Gookin,  though  he  had  never  seen  the 
regions  in  question,  had  willingly  sold  his  serv- 
ices to  the  expedition.  Being  long -armed, 
brawny,  and  skillful  with  the  axe,  he  promised 
to  be  a  useful  though  not  an  interesting  auxil- 
iary. In  refinement  he  rivaled  a  New  York 
alderman.  Every  Saturday  he  got  his  newspa- 
per at  the  cost  of  a  five-miles'  walk  to  the  post- 
ofRce ;  and  thus  illumined,  felt  himself  pre- 
pared to  debate  the  knottiest  points  of  polity, 
theology,  or  war.  The  most  preposterous  and 
instructive  feature  of  his  character  was  his  an- 
cestral pride.  He  claimed  descent,  not  from 
his  namesake  of  colonial  fame,  but  from  the 
liberal  Dudley,  him  in  whose  pocket  was  found 
after  death  that  generous  appeal, 

*'  Let  men  of  God  in  court  and  churches  watch 
'Gainst  all  that  do  a  toleration  hatch." 

A  galaxy  of  Indian  fighters  and  revolutionary 
heroes  enhanced  his  hereditary  glories,  so  tiiat 
he  might  well  regard  his  employers  as  tinseled 
upstarts,  conscious  that  in  himself,  the  unwashed 
Gookin,  reposed  the  type  of  a  true  noblesse. 

Breakfast  over,  the  .expedition  set  forth. 
Gookin  threw  over  his  back  a  bag  well  packed 
with  the  needful,  shouldered  his  axe,  and,  with 
no  sign  of  farewell  to  wife  or  children,  led  the 
way  at  a  sharp  pace  through  the  burned  stumps 
of  his  potato  field.  We  followed  in  his  wake 
with  gun,  blanket,  and  knapsack.  A  two-hours' 
tramp  along  a  bridle-path,  through  woods  and 
swamps,  brought  us  to  the  western  edge  of  the 
second  of  the  three  lakes  from  which  the  Con- 
necticut takes  its  rise.  Here,  to  the  profound 
contentment  of  one  of  the  party,  no  trace  of  a 
clearing  or  cabin  was  visible,  and  woods,  water, 
and  rocks  had  it  all  their  own  way. 

The  point  was  now  to  get  across  the  lake. 
To  this  end  Mr.  Gookin  collected  the  trunks  of 
dead  pines,  cut  them  into  lengths,  and  shoved 
them  into  the  water,  where  Brown  and  I  lashed 
them  together  with  grape-vines.  This  aquatic 
toil  exercised  a  depressing  influence  on  the  mind 
of  my  comrade.  His  visage  lengthened  as  it 
proceeded,  and  when — the  raft  finished  at  last 
— the  fire  was  kindled,  the  kettle  slung,  and  we 
sat  down  cross-legged  around  it  to  dine,  it  was 
evident  that  doubts  and  misgivings  were  prey- 
ing upon  his  spirit.  At  length  he  spoke.  The 
tenor  of  his  words  filled  me  with  anxiety,  and  I 
hastened  to  draw  him  aside  behind  the  neighbor- 
ing bushes,  lestj  by  a  show  of  dissension  between 
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the  commanders,  authority  should  suffer.  Here, 
with  some  emphasis,  he  expressed  himself  to  this 
effect — that  he  didn't  see  the  use  of  going  any 
further ;  that  he'd  be  hanged  if  he  saw  the  sense 
of  tramping  up  and  down  through  a  beastly  wil- 
derness just  because  it  teas  a  wilderness ;  that 
it  wasn't  every  body  that  had  the  tastes  of  a  Pot- 
tawatomie redskin;  and  that,  for  his  part,  he 
generally  went  in  for  a  faint  touch  of  civilization. 
^Against  these  somewhat  reasonable  positions 
it  was  urged  that  a  wider  diffusion  of  Pottawat- 
omie tastes  was  the  grand  desideratum  of  a 
bookish  age ;  that  if  all  Harvard  College  were 
emptied  once  a  year  into  the  backwoods,  it  would 
be  well  for  their  bodies  and  their  immortal  souls ; 
that  to  retreat  from  any  enterprise  once  begun 
was  a  disgrace  which  no  lapse  of  time  could  wipe 
off;  that  if  he  wished  to  secede,  he  was  free  to 
do  so,  since  coercion  would  by  no  means  be  at- 
tempted, but  that,  besides  the  ineffaceable  ig- 
nominy of  such  procedure,  he  would  have  to 
take  the  back  track  alone. 

Brown  yielded  to  this  reasoning,  and  unity 
of  counsels  was  restored;  yet  the  interests  of 
the  expedition,  it  was  but  too  apparent,  required 
that  he  should  find  himself  as  soon  as  possible 
in  a  position  where  advance  was  easier  than  re- 
treat. 

All  being  ready,  we  embarked,  poled  over  the 
shallows,  and,  when  off  soundings,  took  to  our 
paddles.  The  shore  receded,  the  world  of  wa- 
ters was  around  us ;  often,  indeed,  up  to  our 
ankles,  for  our  raft  was  none  too  buoyant.  In 
an  hour  or  more  we  neared  the  eastern  side, 
where  the  shore  was  fringed  with  matted  alders 
after  a  fashion  which  made  it  impossible  to  say 
where  water  ended  and  solid  earth  begun.  Thus 
it  happened  that,  laboring  with  an  inconsiderate 
zeal  to  effect  a  landing,  Gookin  plunged  to  his 
waist,  to  his  own  unutterable  ire  and  the  de- 
light of  Brown,  who  had  begun  to  regard  him 
with  an  intense  aversion. 

The  party  being  reunited  on  the  firm  land, 
and  Gookin  having  sufficiently  stamped,  sworn, 
and  shaken  himself,  we  set  our  course  northeast 
by  a  compass,  and  began  our  march.  It  led  us 
up  a  mountain,  densely  wooded,  like  all  the 
rest.  Around  us  was  ajn.  innumerable  host  of 
trunks,  straight  and  crooked,  smooth  with  youth, 
or  bepatched  with  the  mosses  and  lichens  of 
rugged  old  age  ;  erect  in  pristine  vigor,  or  stag- 
gering for  support  against  their  neighbors ;  knot- 
ted and  gnarled,  infected  with  goitres  and  tu- 
mors, warts  and  hideous  fungi;  or  dribbling 
pitch  and  turpentine  from  frost-rent  crevices 
and  the  stumps  of  wind-amputated  limbs.  Their 
dead  comrades,  in  every  stage  of  dissolution  and 
every  variety  of  posture,  cumbered  the  earth  be- 
low, overgrown  with  a  vile  mesh-work  of  vines 
and  creepers,  scrub  oaks  and  scrub  savins,  mat- 
ted juniper  and  trailing  winter-green.  Looking 
upward,  we  could  enjoy  at  intervals  a  hand's 
breadth  of  sky  between  the  leaves,  and  the  sur- 
rounding circle  of  vision  varied  from  three  yards 
to  fifteen.  Now  and  then  there  was  a  "wind- 
fall"— a  disgusting  feature  of  forest  scenery,  ow- 


ing its  origin  to  the  passage  of  a  whirlwind,  sweep- 
ing down  the  trees  and  piling  them  in  masses. 
One  of  them,  in  a  hollow  place,  w^here  a  gorge 
opened  from  the  mountain,  presented  an  aspect 
singularly  unpleasing.  It  was  of  old  date,  for 
the  forest  had  grown  up  around  and  over  it. 
Some  of  the  trees  had  their  heels  in  the  air, 
some  their  heads,  some  were  prostrate  and  sprawl- 
ing, and  the  rest  pitched  together  at  every  angle 
which  the  tyrannical  caprice  of  the  tornado  had 
ordained.  All  were  more  or  less  rotten,  accord- 
ing to  their  nature  and  position.  Some  were  a 
mass  of  pulp,  delicately  coated  over  with  a  sleek 
green  moss,  which,  pressed  with  the  finger, 
oozed  water  like  a  sponge.  Others,  less  per- 
ishable, or  lifted  higher  from  the  earth,  still 
showed  fight  against  the  elements,  and  scores 
of  red  cedars  in  particular  bristled  out  of  every 
part  of  the  pile  in  an  execrable  chevaux~de- 
frise. 

From  its  extent  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
it  was  hard  to  get  round  it,  so  we  essayed  to 
scramble  through.  Brown  reached  the  top, 
where  a  faithless  log  squelched  beneath  his  foot, 
and  let  him  in.  A  spasm  convulsed  his  visage 
as  the  thought  flashed  upon  him  that  he  was 
about  to  bring  up  on  the  hairy  back  of  some 
bear,  catamount,  or  wolf  domiciled  below.  Find- 
ing a  more  eligible  resting-place,  his  agitation 
subsided,  and  without  trying  to  extricate  himself, 
he  sat,  half  buried  among  sticks  and  branches, 
singing  with  a  sardonic  humor  which  did  him 
honor : 

"  Oh,  happy  am  I ! 

From  care  I  am  free! 
Oh,  why  are  not  all 
Contented  like  me?" 

Having  cleared  the  windfall  and  passed  the 
crest  of  the  mountain  we  began  our  descent  on 
the  other  side.  Now  and  then  a  partridge  would 
rustle  off  among  the  underbrush,  and  as  he  stopped 
to  look  back  we  knocked  off  his  head  with  a  rifle- 
ball.  At  length,  as  the  forest  grew  dusky,  we 
found  ourselves  in  a  deep  valley  between  the 
mountain  we  had  crossed  and  a  much  higher 
ridge,  which  we  reserved  for  the  next  day. 

Here  we  found  a  brook,  if  brook  it  could  be 
called,  half  buried  as  it  was  under  fallen  trees 
and  the  moss-grown  decay  of  the  forest,  tink- 
ling faintly  from  its  lurking-places,  or  sleeping, 
black  and  lustrous,  in  deep  pools  among  the 
rocks.  A  few  yards  of  level  ground  not  far  off 
offered  a  tolerable  camping-place.  Gookin  took 
to  his  axe,  and  soon  came  staggering  in  with 
load  after  load  of  logs  till  he  had  gathered  a 
heap  large  enough  to  suppl}'  a  ^vell-ordered  fam- 
ily for  a  month.  We,  on  our  part,  attacked 
with  our  knives  the  spruce-trees  which  in  every 
stage  of  growth,  from  infancy  to  age,  sprang  in 
profusion  from  the  crevices  of  the  neighboring 
rocks,  clasping  them  with  their  rugged  roots, 
like  the  inexorable  gripe  of  a  drowning  man. 
We  cut  the  soft  green  boughs  and  laid  them  on 
the  ground,  each  overlapping  its  neighbor,  the 
larger  below,  the  smaller  and  softer  above.  This 
was  the  bed,  and  a  knapsack  served  for  pillow. 
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Darkness  closed  fust  in  this  deep  and  shadowed 
spot,  but  the  flarinfj  camp-fire  took  the  place  of 
dayliglit.  A  row  of  partridges,  spitted  on  up- 
right sticks,  roasted  before  it ;  a  mess  of  minute 
trout,  jerked  by  Brown  from  the  pools  of  the 
little  brook,  hissed  in  the  frying-pan  ;  and  solid 
bread,  with  tea  of  singular  flavor — both  from 
Mrs.  Gookin's  larder  —  comi)leted  the  repast. 
Long  before  it  was  over  a  thick  blackness  had 
settled  on  the  forest.  As  we  sat  cross-legged 
before  the  embers  Brown  pointed  to  a  gliastly 
white  object  towering  in  the  outer  gloom  like 
a  tatterdemalion  ghost,  whose  ragged  drapery 
flapped  about  him  in  the  breeze.  It  was  an 
old  "canoe  birch"  tree,  dead  and  dry,  its  top 
shivered  by  wind  or  liglitning,  and  its  bark 
hanging  in  tattered  sheets.  "Let's  touch  her 
off,"  suggested  Gookin,  and  held  a  fire-brand 
to  the  tree.  Quick  as  liglitning  there  leaped 
np  a  si)ire  of  crackling  flame,  vivid  as  the  blaze 
of  a  bonfire.  Within  the  circle  of  the  fierce 
illumination  the  jagged  points  of  the  rocks,  the 
shaggy  masses  of  the  hemlocks  and  the  firs, 
skeletons  of  dead  trees,  misshapen  boughs,  con- 
torted roots,  like  knotted  reptiles,  stood  forth  in 
a  fiery  distinctness  that  made  the  onter  caverns 
of  darkness  more  portentous  and  suggestive. 

It  was  but  a  momentary  blaze,  and  the  shad- 
ows again  gathered  about  us.  Gookin  threw  a 
fresh  log  or  two  on  our  fire,  stirred  it  with  a 
long  pole,  scooped  a  live  coal  into  the  well- 
crammed  bowl  of  his  pipe,  wrapped  himself  in 
an  old  horse-blanket,  and  lay  down  on  his  bed 
of  si)ruce.  Clasping  his  horny  fingers  behind 
his  head  to  relieve  the  asperities  of  the  log 
which  formed  his  pillow,  and  thrusting  toward 
the  embers  a  pair  of  cowhide  boots  whose  tawny 
hues  betrayed  a  life-long  estrangement  from  the 
blacking  bottle,  he  began,  between  puffs  of  pun- 
gent smoke,  to  enliven  the  night  with  anecdote 
and  jest.  He  spoke  of  the  Gookins  of  old  re- 
nown ;  of  one  who,  having  enlisted  as  a  ranger 
under  the  redoubted  Major  Rogers,  was  cap- 
tured in  the  discharge  of  his  military  duties, 
and  grilled  by  the  Indians  at  Crown  Point,  and 
of  another  who  slew  a  gigantic  Englishman  at 
Concord  fight.  There  was  one  of  his  race  to 
whom. his  thoughts  recurred  with  an  especial 
pride  and  tenderness,  a  certain  Mrs.  Jemima 
Home,  who  was,  he  averred,  the  most  beauti- 
ful woman  New  England  ever  knew,  and  who, 
dwelling  in  a  log-cabin  in  the  township  of  Num- 
ber Four,  was,  during  the  old  French  war,  sur- 
prised by  Indians  and  ruthlessly  carried  off. 
Arrived  in  Canada,  her  charms  wrought  with 
such  vehemence  on  the  ardent  mind  of  a  young 
French  ofiicer  that  he  went  stark  mad,  and 
would  fain  have  drowned  himself.  Once  more 
restored  to  home  and  friends,  it  became  her  lot, 
through  the  casualties  of  frontier  life  and  her 
own  redundant  graces,  several  times  to  undergo 
a  change  of  name,  and  a  troubled  life  reposed 
at  last  in  calm  union  with  Mr.  Amos  Tute.  Of 
her  uncounted  progeny  the  last  sleeps  in  Brat- 
tleborough  church-yard  beneath  these  mourn- 
flil  lines : 


"Here  lyen,  cut  do^vn  like  unripe  fruit, 
The  sou  of  Mr.  Amos  Tute." 

And  in  good  truth  the  tablet  is  there. 

From  such  reminiscences  ]Mr.  Gookin  passed 
to  humbler  themes.  He  spoke  of  the  moose, 
the  bear,  the  wild-cat,  and  the  wolverine.  He 
told  how,  on  a  frosty  night,  a  yell  from  his  wifc 
waked  him  in  time  to  see  the  green  eyes  of  a 
tassel-eared  lynx  looking  in  at  the  window.  He 
recounted  the  misfortunes  of  his  neighbor  Bill 
Henderson,  who,  setting  a  trap  for  a  bear,  caught 
his  own  cow.  He  himself  had  had  a  thrilling 
adventure  with  a  bear,  briefly  touched  upon  as 
[  follows : 

I  "  One  night  I  was  out  in' the  back  lot  looking 
arter  some  marten  traps,  and  I  see  a  big  bear 
down  in  the  holler.  Well,  it  started  me  and 
made  me  kind  o'  sally  back.  '  Well,'  says  I,  '  it 
ain't  nothin'  but  a  black  stump,'  says  I.  So  I 
goes  up  close  to  it,  and,  no  mistake,  it  was  a 
stump!" 

With  such  discourse  Mr.  Gookin  beguiled  the 
hours  till  the  music  of  his  voice  gave  place  to 
deeper  sounds.  Brown,  too,  bundled  in  his 
blue  IMackinaw  blanket,  lay  unconscious  as  a 
mummy.  I  listened  for  a  while  to  the  hooting 
of  a  distant  owl,  and  watched  the  sparks,  which, 
streaming  from  the  glowing  embers,  wandered 
like  troops  of  fire-flies  against  the  dusky  sky 
till  sight  grew  dim,  and  I  joined  my  oblivious 
comrades. 

At  sunrise  we  Avere  journeying  again  through 
the  damp  and  misty  w'oods,  and  in  an  hour  or 
two,  by  dint  of  Avalking  and  climbing,  reached 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  Here,  however,  we 
were  still  bu^ed  in  the  forest,  and  saw  nothing 
but  our  usual  very  limited  prospect  of  trees 
alive  and  dead,  erect  and  prostrate.  High 
above  the  rest  one  old  pine  reared  its  rustling 
top  aloft,  and  against  it  a  tall  spruce,  dead  and 
blanched  by  the  elements,  had  been  blown  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  form  with  its  numerous 
side  branches  a  tolerable  ladder.  Up  this  I 
proceeded  to  climb,  and  as  I  mounted  above  the 
level  of  surrounding  boughs,  glimpses  began  to 
open  of  the  stern  world  around — dim  swells  of 
distant  forest,  shaggy  mountain  tops,  the  gleam 
and  flash  of  falling  waters  ;  till  at  length,  shad- 
owy and  vast,  the  savage  panorama  lay  revealed. 
North  and  south,  east  and  west,  stretched  a  vir- 
gin Avilderness,  no  trace  of  human  dwelling  or 
sign  of  human  toil.  Far  westward,  bosomed  in 
woods.  Lake,  Connecticut  glimmered  like  pallid 
silver.  Circling  toward  the  south  a  range  of 
rugged  mountains  sank  with  sheer  descent  upon 
a  gorge  so  deep  and  densely  wooded  that,  though 
the  nature  of  the  ground  showed  it  to  be  the 
channel  of  a  water-course,  no  glimpse  of  the 
buried  stream*  was  visible.  I  observed  the  fay 
of  the  land,  took  the  points  of  the  compass,  and 
descended. 

At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we  found  our- 
selves in  a  forest  of  pitch-pine.  The  ground 
was  soft  and  slippery  with  the  carpet  of  dry 
threadlike  leaves  which  covered  it,  and  as  the 
day  was  hot,   the  breathless  air  was   clogged 
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with  the  odors  of  the  oozing  turpentine.  Next 
came  a  tract  overgrown  with  dwarf  savins.  As 
we  j)ushed  and  fought  our  way  through,  the 
prickly  hranches  switched  our  faces  in  a  fash- 
ion singularly  provocative  of  ire,  goading  Brown 
to  madness,  and  drawing  strange  oaths  from  the 
more  philosoi)hic  Gookin.  We  lost  each  other 
in  these  execrable  thickets ;  and  when  at  last  I 
had  struggled  through  I  saw  before  me  a  screen 
of  young  maple  saplings,  the  green  transparency 
of  whose  leaves  betokened  an  o])cning  beyond. 
Issuing  from  the  cover  I  stood  on  a  sheet  of  sun- 
scorched  rock,  where  the  crisp  mosses  crackled 
nnder  the  foot.  Before  me  rose  wooded  heights 
basking  in  the  sun,  but  a  deep  gulf  intervened, 
and,  advancing  a  few  steps,  I  stood  on  tlie  edge 
of  a  precipice,  whence,  looking  down,  I  saw  a 
riotous  stream  curveting  in  wrath,  and  lashing 
its  headstrong  Avay  among  rocks  and  boulders. 
I  fired  my  rifle  as  a  signal  to  Brown  and  Gook- 
in. The  whip-like  report  lea])ed  in  tingling  re- 
verberation from  rock  to  rock  and  died  in  a  dis- 
contented growl.  To  while  the  time  I  loosened  a 
piece  of  rock  and  pushed  it  from  the  brink.  It 
dashed  rattling  down  the  face  of  the  cliff,  gave 
rude  thumps  to  the  stunted  firs  rooted  in  the 
clefts,  startled  two  crows  from  a  dead  tree  be- 
low, sent  them  flapping  and  cawing  down  the 
gorge,  and  broke  at  last  with  a  crash  on  a  rock 
at  the  bottom.  Brown  and  Gookin  presently 
appeared,  the  former  by  no  means  in  the  sun- 
niest of  his  moods.  The  announcement  that 
one  grand  object  of  our  toils  was  reached — that 
the  expedition  had  at  length  arrived  at  the  head 
waters  of  the  Magalloway,  kindled  no  responsive 
enthusiasm.  And  when  he  learned  that  our 
future  path  lay  along  the  channel  of  this  up- 
roarious torrent  his  disgust  found  vent  in  mut- 
tered expletives.  In  fact,  as  we  looked  down 
on  it,  it  promised  no  especial  facilities  as  a 
thoroughfare. 

The  point  was  now  to  reach  it.  A  parachute 
might  have  effected  the  object,  but  we  were  un- 
provided with  such  convenience.  After  some 
search  and  scrambling,  however,  we  found  a 
place  at  a  little  distance,  where,  clinging  to 
trees  and  bushes,  we  got  down  without  diflicul- 
ty.  Here  an  auspicious  change  came  over  the 
spirit  of  Brown.  The  stream,  tumbling  over 
ledges,  whirling  in  pebbly  basins,  or  lurking, 
sullen  and  dark,  under  the  brows  of  projecting 
rocks,  was  eminently  suggestive  of  trout.  Brown 
hastened  to  cut  a  slender  birch  sa))ling;  and 
having  extemporized  a  fishing-rod  we  beheld 
him  leaping,  with  earnest  visage,  from  rock  to 
rock,  twitching  a  prize  from  each  cascade  and 
pool,  and  stringing  them  on  a  hooked  switch. 
Meanwhile  we  made  our  bivouac  on  a  fiat 
boulder,  encircled  by  the  seething  water.  The 
dry  drift-wood  which  had  lodged  against  it  sup- 
plied our  fire,  and  here,  cross-legged  around  it, 
shaded  by  the  birches  that  edged  the  rocks 
above  us,  we  smoked  our  pipes  in  placid  con- 
tentment. Next,  strapi)ing  on  our  knapsacks, 
we  began  a  new  stage  of  our  journeyings. 
Sometimes  it  was  juinj^ing,  sometimes  it  was 


wading,  sometimes  climbing,  sometimes  swing- 
ing by  the  hands,  sometimes  balancing  with 
outstretched  arms  over  a  fallen  trunk  which 
bridged  a  chasm.  Sometimes  the  stream  loi- 
tered gloomily  among  rocks  darkened  by  sombre 
hemlocks ;  sometimes  it  sj)arkled  over  sunny 
ledges.  Every  where  the  forest,  its  verdant 
legions  thronging  hill  and  hollow,  shaking  their 
leaf}-^  plumes  from  the  verge  of  crags,  swarming 
like  desperate  climbers  up  the  face  of  precipices, 
making  lodgment  in  the  chinks  of  protruding 
rocks,  wedging  tlicm  asunder,  and  again  clamp- 
ing them  together  with  the  gripe  of  embracing 
roots.  As  we  descended  brooks  large  and  small 
joined  the  main  channel,  some  tumbling  in 
sheeted  falls,  some  gliding,  silent  and  black, 
from  beneath  masses  of  moss-grown  logs  and 
caverns  of  matted  verdure.  The  country,  too, 
became  less  rugged ;  and  thus  our  torrent  was 
presently  resolved  into  a  stream  of  fair  proper-' 
tion  and  decorous  mien.  As  evening  ap- 
proached, however,  listening  in  the  stillness  of 
the  woods,  we  heard  the  plunge  of  a  distant 
waterfall,  indicating  a  relapse  into  old  habits 
of  riot,  and  following  the  sound,  we  saw  the 
stream  dashing  at  one  bold  leap  into  a  basin 
of  rock.  On  its  brink  we  made  our  camp ; 
and  here,  in  a  short  time,  we  caught  trout 
enough — the  smallest  a  foot  long — to  feast  a 
dozen  men. 

In  the  morning,  the  coimcil-fire  being  kin- 
dled, we  deliberated  as  to  our  future  course. 
Brown  was  for  getting  to  the  settlements — he 
didn't  care  how — the  quickest  way  was  the  best. 
Gookin  opined  that  we  had  better  pursue  our 
journey  on  a  raft.  I  was  for  making  a  bark 
canoe.  The  fact  that  none  of  us  knew  how 
was  declared  an  insufficient  objection.  Gookin 
sought  out  a  suitable  spruce-tree,  for  there  were 
no  birches  large  enough,  and,  baring  his  brawny 
arms,  contemplated  his  victim  for  a  while,  walk- 
ing round  it  and  whistling  gently.  Then,  brac- 
ing himself  to  his  work,  the  woods  rang  to  his 
rapid  and  deadly  strokes,  while  with  each  effort 
Mr.  Gookin  jerked  upward  from  his  chest  a  gut- 
tural sound  singularly  unpleasant. 

The  spruee-tree  fell  with  a  crash,  and  Gookin 
proceeded  to  hew  off  some  fourteen  feet  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  trunk.  Next  with  his  axe  he 
carefully  split  the  bark  lengthwise.  Then  with 
wedges  we  pryed  off  the  pliant  covering,  which 
peeled  readily,  the  sap  being  in  full  motion ;  till 
at  length  the  log  lay  exposed  in  white  and  glist- 
ening nudity,  and  the  great  roll  of  bark  lay  whole 
and  sound  beside  it.  Now  we  cut  tall  straight 
sai)lings  of  the  white  ash,  split  them  with  the 
axe,  trimmed  them  with  our  knives,  lashed  them 
together  at  the  ends,  braced  them  apart  with 
cross-bars,  and  fortified  them  with  numerous  ribs 
of  the  same  tough  and  pliant  wood.  For  our 
lashings  we  used  the  fibrous  slivers  of  the  ash — 
the  same  of  which  the  Indians  make  baskets — 
and  the  slender  roots  of  the  spruce,  ripped  in 
abundance  from  the  surrounding  soil.  The 
frame  made,  we  proceeded  to  lap  the  bark  over 
it,  the  smooth  side  outward,  sewing   it  firmly 
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with  spruce  roots  thrust  through  holes  made  with 
a  sharpened  stick.  At  either  end  we  closed  the 
crevices  with  melted  spruce-gum,  and  fortified 
the  bottom  with  double  sheets  of  bark  resting  on 
the  ribs  within.  Our  work  was  done  !  Had  an 
Indian  seen  it  he  would  have  killed  himself  with 
laughing.  We  gazed  upon  it  with  pride ;  yet 
our  pride  was  dashed  with  secret  misgivings. 

Another  encampment  by  the  waterfall,  and 
at  daybreak  we  prepared  to  embark.  Tenderly, 
and  with  parental  care,  the  canoe  Avas  placed 
upon  the  water.  Cautiously  we  took  our  places, 
and,  kneeling  on  the  green  and  yielding  bark, 
gently  plied  our  paddles.  Slie  swam  like  a  duck. 
Not  an  egg-shell  of  water  came  in  at  her  seams. 
Our  eyes  met  in  mutual  congratulation.  As  we 
glided  down  the  placid  windings  of  the  stream — 
now  in  sunlight,  now  in  tlie  shadow  of  the  woods 
— flocks  of  wild  ducks  winged  their  s])lashing 
flight  across  the  surface,  and  dived  under  the 
alders  which  fringed  the  shore.  It  was  a  short- 
lived prosperity.  A  leaping  and  curveting  of 
water  in  front  gave  warning  of  a  neighboring 
rapid.  Down  we  slid,  each  holding  his  breath 
in  fear,  not  for  ourselves — for  the  water  was 
hardly  deep  enough  to  drown  a  rabbit — but  for 
the  frail  bark  which  bore  us  and  our  fortunes. 
Five  minutes  passed,  and  another  rapid  appear- 
ed. "Steady! — keep  her  head  down  stream! 
Look  out  there  ! — What  the  deuce !"  Quick  as 
lightning  the  canoe  was  ripped  open,  a  flood  of 
water  poured  in,  and  she  swamped  instantly. 
The  sharp  point  of  a  rock,  lurking  invisibly  at 
an  inch  below  the  surface,  had  caught  her  bows 
and  cut  an  open  gash,  about  four  feet  long, 
through  the  bark.  We  seized  our  luggage  and 
waded  laughing  to  the  shore,  while  the  wreck  of 
the  canoe,  rolling  over  and  over,  went  down  the 
rapid. 

An  hour's  plodding  through  the  woods  and 
we  came  to  a  basin  of  dull  waters,  set  deep 
among  the  forests.  Here  the  stream  we  had 
been  tracing  is  joined  by  a  larger  stream,  and 
the  result  is  a  river  usually  navigable  for  boats. 
On  a  knoll  overlooking  the  basin  was  the  desert- 
ed hunting-camp  of  some  strolling  Indian,  as 
appeared  by  the  fish-spears,  broken  paddles,  and 
vessels  of  birch  .bark  scattered  about  the  place. 
Thus  far  Fortune  had  smiled  on  us.  Now  her 
aspect  changed,  for  clouds  rose  from  the  east, 
and  rain  began  to  patter  steadily  among  the  dry 
leaves.  Had  we  lent  ear  to  the  dictates  of  a 
considerate  philosophy  and  an  enli;;litened  wood- 
craft— had  we  built  a  shanty  of  poles  well  roofed 
with  bark  and  carpeted  with  evergreen — we 
miglit,  with  the  help  of  patience,  cheerfulness, 
and  tobacco,  have  weathered  a  Aveek's  storm  in 
comfort  and  content.  We,  however,  were  nei- 
ther philosoj)hers  nor  Leatherstockings,  but  a 
brace  of  restless  collegians ;  and  go  ahead  though 
the  heavens  fall  must  still  be  the  word.  So  we 
addressed  ourselves  to  making  a  raft.  Gookin, 
strong  as  an  ox,  dragged  the  timber  from  the 
woods  and  launched  it  in  a  cove  beside  the  de- 
serted camp.  We  tore  down  the  wild  grape- 
vines from  the  neighboring  thickets,  and  wading 


to  our  waists  lashed  the  logs  together,  while  the 
river  circulated  about  us  Avith  a  refreshing  cool- 
ness, and  the  rain  hid  the  surrounding  woods 
like  a  gray  curtain. 

All  being  ready  we  pushed  off,  each  armed 
with  a  long  setting-pole.  Slowly  we  drifted 
down  the  current,  till  a  quicker  movement  and 
an  ugly  tossing  told  us  of  an  approaching  rapid. 
There  was  a  grating  sound,  an  awkward  thump, 
a  spouting  of  water  between  the  logs,  and  all 
was  smooth  again.  Once  more  the  tossing  be- 
gan, and  again  Ave  entered  the  troubled  Avaters. 
There  Avas  a  rushing  and  a  surging;  then  a 
heaA'y  shock,  Avhich  laid  Gookin  spraAvling  on 
the  raft  and  nearly  flung  Brown  into  the  river. 
"  Shove  her  off!"  roared  Gookin,  recoA-ering 
his  legs  and  pushing  Avith  his  pole  till  he  was 
black  in  the  face.  She  Avould  not  budge;  she 
AA'as  Avedged  -fixst  on  a  sunken  rock.  The  Avater 
broke  over  her ;  a  grape-vine  snapped  ;  the  logs 
groaned  and  struggled  under  us.  All  AA^as  up 
Avith  her.  She  Avas  going  to  pieces,  and  Ave 
must  abandon  the  Avreck.  The  fir-trees  on  shore 
Avere  dimly  visible  through  the  rain,  Avith  the 
river  tumbling  between,  not  more  than  three 
feet  deep,  but  full  of  rocks  and  SAvift  as  a  mill- 
race.  Hooking  our  arms  together  and  bracing 
ourselves  Avith  our  setting-poles,  Ave  began  our 
progress.  Once  or  twice  the  current  nearly 
took  us  off  our  legs ;  but,  climbing  oA'cr  boul- 
ders and  plunging  through  gullies,  Ave  reached 
land  at  last. 

Here,  to  a  melancholic  temperament,  the 
prospect  Avas  not  cheering.  The  black  trunks 
of  the  trees  trickled  Avith  Avater,  and  every  bough 
hung  dank  and  dripping.  The  rain  still  pelted 
down,  Avhile  under  foot  AA'as  a  compound  of 
black  oozing  mud,  spongy  leaA'es,  and  the  pulp 
of  rotten  Avood.  From  such  material  it  be- 
hooved us,  bedrenched  as  Ave  Avere,  to  provide  our 
night's  lodging.  To  this  end  we  rolled  togeth- 
er fiA'e  or  six  large  logs,  and  coA-ered  them  Avith 
sheets  of  bark,  peeled,  Avith  the  help  of  our  hatch- 
ets, from  the  neighboring  trees.  This  Avas  our 
bed.  Over  it,  at  the  height  of  three  or  four 
feet,  Ave  made  a  sloping  canopy  of  bark,  support- 
ed by  a  frame-AA'ork  of  poles  ;  and  in  front,  after 
many  failures,  Ave  contrived  to  build  an  enor- 
mous fire. 

While  BroAvn  and  I  thus  busied  ourselves 
the  unAvearied  Gookin  was  looking  for  a  Avhite 
pine,  and  by  good  luck  found  one  to  his  liking 
close  at  hand.  ForthAvith  he  assailed  it  with 
his  axe.  The  chips  flcAv  from  his  strokes  like 
fragments  of  an  exploding  shell ;  a  Avound  yaAvn- 
ed  in  the  huge  trunk  ;  a  groan,  a  crash,  a  hide- 
ous tearing  of  branches,  a  shock  that  shook  the 
forest,  and  the  regal  tree  lay  prostrate.  Tlic 
next  step  Avas  to  hcAV  a  "dug-out,"  or  Avooden 
canoe,  from  the  massive  trunk ;  and  that  day 
Gookin  deserved,  if  he  did  not  Avin,  the  honors 
of  champion  axeman  of  New  England.  All  the 
afternoon  the  woods  echoed  Avith  his  blows  ;  and 
long  after  night  set  in,  lighted  by  a  bonfire  of 
pitch-pine,  he  still  labored  at  his  task.  But 
toil  must  find  rest  at  last,  and  Ave  all  presently 
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betook  ourselves  to  our  luxurious  repose.  The 
deluge  had  ceased,  and  the  rain  came  down 
with  a  quiet  pertinacity  that  promised  long  en- 
durance, trickling  and  dropping  among  the  in- 
numerable leaves  after  a  singularly  weird  and 
rueful  fashion. 

"You  call  this  pleasure,  I  suppose!"  said 
Brown,  lying  down  with  a  countenance  of  inef- 
fable disgust. 

He  was  reminded  that  it  was  but  an  ordinary 
contingency  of  forest  journeying. 

"  The  forest  be  hanged !"  retorted  Mr.  Brown ; 
"and  if  ever  I  catch  myself  in  such  a  scrape 
again  I  wish  I  may  be  shot !" 

In  reply  it  was  freely  admitted  that,  owing 
to  a  deficiency  in  extent  and  remoteness,  the 
forests  of  New  England  were  no  longer  capable 
of  afibrding  any  high  degree  of  enjoyment ;  and 
a  hope  was  expressed  that  he  would  be  prevailed 
upon  to  make  one  of  a  party  in  the  next  sum- 
mer to  explore  the  country  about  the  sources  of 
the  Missouri  and  the  Saskatchewan. 

Brown's  ire  at  this  suggestion  surpassed  his 
powers  of  language.  He  responded  with  a  growl, 
muffled  himself  in  his  wet  blanket,  and  fell  asleep. 
Gookin  now  rose  and  went  to  the  fire  to  throw 
on  a  score  of  logs,  and  prepare,  in  a  tin  coffee- 
pot, a  fresh  supply  of  the  delicate  tea  which  his 
wife  had  contributed,  and  which,  for  our  better 
encouragement,  we  laced  with  a  little  cognac. 
This  done  he  returned  to  his  couch,  bringing 
his  coifee-pot  with  him.  Gookin  did  not  lack 
brains ;  and,  but  for  obstinacy,  coarseness,  self- 
sufficiency,  arrogance,  an  unwavering  eye  for 
the  main  chance,  and  a  few  other  trivial  draw- 
backs, he  might  have  been  a  good  fellow.  His 
potations  developed  the  full  extent  of  his  collo- 
quial powers,  and  he  discoursed  with  an  unflag- 
ging volubility  on  heavy  questions  of  state  craft 
and  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  settlement 
of  Lake  Connecticut,  the  mistaken  policy  of  the 
Administration  and  the  insufficient  profits  of 
the  lumber  business,  the  prospects  of  the  Presi- 
dential election  and  the  coquetry  of  Polly  Fos- 
ter, the  patriotism  of  Washington,  the  beauties 
of  his  Farewell  Address,  and  the  unjustifiable 
course  pursued  by  Bill  Henderson  in  a  transac- 
tion concerning  a  pig.  Thus  the  hours  stole 
on,  till  midnight  would  have  struck  had  there 
been  a  clock  in  the  neighborhood,  when,  at 
length,  content  with  each  other,  and  at  peace 
with  all  the  world,  Mr.  Gookin  and  I  resigned 
ourselves  to  sleep. 

Before  daybreak  Gookin  was  at  work  again. 
In  an  hour  the  canoe,  which  looked  like  a  mag- 
nified liorse-troagh,  was  finished.  We  dragged 
it  down  to  the  water,  shoved  it  in,  and  embark- 
ed in  a  drizzle  which  would  have  drenched  us 
if  we  had  not  been  drenched  already.  Gookin 
sat  astern,  Brown  amidsliips,  and  I  took  the 
forward  paddle.  Now  and  then,  as  we  went 
down  a  rapid,  we  got  an  ugly  tliump  against  a 
rock  ;  but  our  ill-favored  craft  would  have  stood 
the  butt  of  a  battering-ram.  Brown  was  dis- 
consolate, nay,  sulky.  He  i)addled  languidly, 
and  when  exhorted  to  work  with  a  will  flung 


his  paddle  down,  muffled  himself  in  his  spongy 
blanket,  and  declared  that  he  who  had  got  him 
into  the  scrape  might  get  him  out  again.  Mr. 
Gookin,  who  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  in  whose  cranium  the  organs  of  reverence 
were  invisible,  did  not  disguise  the  feelings 
which  these  demonstrations  inspired,  and  while 
working  away  at  his  paddle  gave  utterance, 
from  time  to  time,  to  various  general  observa- 
tions touching  laziness,  cifominacy,  want  of 
pluck,  and  the  like,  bearing  forcibly  on  the  case 
before  him.  This  was  far  from  ameliorating 
the  mood  of  Brown,  to  whose  many  grievances 
was  added  the  circumstance  that  we  had  no- 
thing to  eat  except  half  a  pint  of  rice,  which 
we  kept  for  final  emergencies.  As  for  game, 
nothing  more  respectable  than  a  musk-rat  ven- 
tured out  that  day.  Thus,  from  early  morning 
till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  pushed  our 
way  down  the  lifeless  Magalloway,  now  gliding 
between  dribbling  forests,  now  twisting  like  a 
snake  through  an  expanse  of  saturated  mead- 
ows. The  weather  remained  an  alternation  of 
rain  and  drizzle,  drizzle  and  rain.  At  length, 
as  we  judged,  we  neared  the  end  of  our  voyage, 
the  point  where  the  riA'er  breaks  suddenly  into 
a  series  of  obstreperous  rapids  two  miles  in 
length.  Here,  should  we  chance  to  be  draw-n 
in,  canoe  and  voyagers  would  be  smashed  in  an 
instant,  and  our  exploration  closed  in  a  manner 
the  most  unsatisfactory.  So  Ave  kept  a  wary 
look-out  ahead  for  the  first  symptoms  of  the 
commotion,  but  nothing  met  our  eyes  but  the 
same  lazy  sheets  of  leaden  water.  We  knew 
that  from  the  head  of  the  rapids  a  portage  road 
used  by  lumbermen  descended  to  a  cluster  of 
rude  houses  and  farms  on  the  river  three  miles 
below — the  last  outpost  of  Yankee  civilization — 
and  this  haven  we  hoped  to  reach  before  night. 

"Here  we  be  at  last,"  exclaimed  Gookin, 
pointing  with  his  paddle  toward  the  left  bank. 
"There's  the  road;  don't  you  see  it?  Wake 
up,  Mr.  BroAvn ;  you're  coming  to  housen." 

On  the  shore  appeared  a  narrow  clearing 
notched  out  of  the  forest.  On  one  side  was  a 
small  log-hut,  or  shed,  tumbling  in  ruins,  and 
opposite  appeared  the  opening  of  the  road,  or 
path,  descried  by  Mr.  Gookin*  No  sign  of  the 
rapids  was  to  be  seen,  but  we  heard,  or  thought 
we  heard,  them  plunging  in  the  distance.  We 
landed,  braced  on  our  knapsacks,  and,  as  there 
was  no  time  to  lose,  set  off  at  a  "dog-trot" 
down  the  road.  The  soaked  and  dropping 
boughs  met  overhead,  and  the  way  was  beset 
with  stumps,  rocks,  and  knotted  roots.  Mis- 
givings soon  assailed  us,  for  the  road  diverged 
from  the  river  and  descended  into  a  dark  swamp. 
Presently,  to  our  disgust,  it  forked  into  two 
branches.  We  chose  the  larger  one.  Soon  aft- 
er this  divided  into  three.  Again  we  chose  the 
largest,  and  pushed  on,  with  muttered  execra- 
tions. It  was  clear  that  our  road  was  no  path 
to  the  settlements,  but  a  sledge-track  cut  by 
lumbermen  to  haul  timber  from  the  swamp ; 
and  accordingly  it  s])lit  at  last  into  five  or  six 
scarcely  perceptible  foot-paths,  wandering  off 
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into  the  depths  of  the  matted  labyrinth.  Re- 
solved to  see  the  adventure  out,  we  followed 
one  of  them,  pressing  aside  the  heavy  pine 
boughs  which  showered  us  with  their  watery 
contents.  Gookin  was  ahead ;  I  was  close  be- 
hind. Suddenly  he  vanished.  At  the  next 
instant  I  was  plunged  after  him  into  a  mixture 
of  cold  water,  leaves,  branches,  and  floating  logs. 
It  was  a  deep  run,  the  ^rain  of  the  swamp,  hid- 
den under  brushwood  and  fallen  trees.  Scram- 
bling out  in  all  haste,  I  turned  to  aid  the  sub- 
merged Gookin,  when  I  beheld  his  visage,  con- 
torted wiii  rage,  issuing  like  a  Triton  from  the 
dee])s,  and  glaring  about  for  an  object  on  which 
to  wreak  his  ire.  Instead  of  choosing  the  party 
who  had  pitched  upon  his  back  and  nearly 
drowned  him,  he  turned  upon  the  wretched 
Brown,  who  was  about  fifteen  yards  behind, 
and  charged 'him,  with  violent  anathema,  with 
having  caused  his  misfortune.  Thus  assailed. 
Brown  plucked  up  a  spirit,  retorted  abuse  with 
menace,  and  threatened  the  offender  Avith  the 
butt  of  his  gun.  The  undaunted  Gookin  flung 
down  his  axe,  advanced  three  paces,  doubled 
his  horny  fists,  and  squared  himself  for  battle. 
And  now  the  arches  of  that  gloomy  wood  might 
or  might  not  have  echoed  the  din  of  conflict  had 
it  not  been  suggested  to  the  combatants  that  the 
bottom  of  a  swamp  was  a  spot  ill  chosen  for  the 
settlement  of  their  difference,  and  that  if  we 
wished  to  reach  a  shelter  that  night  we  had 
better  be  quick  about  it.  Gookin  listened  to 
reason,  shouldered  his  axe  again,  and  led  the 
way  with  seven-league  strides  back  to  the  log- 
ger's hut. 

The  distance  was  about  three  miles.  When 
Ave  reached  the  place  it  was  nearly  dark  and 
raining  hard.  Half  of  the  hut  was  tumbling  in 
ruins,  tlic  other  half  was  in  tolerable  condition. 
We  had  friction-matches  in  Avater-proof  cases. 
Gookin  split  open  a  pine  log,  and  with  the  dry 
slivers  from  within  we  kindled  a  fire  against  the 
most  dilapidated  wall  of  our  hostelry.  The  logs 
were  Avell  soaked  with  rain  ;  but  as  soon  as  they 
were  dry  it  was  clear  that  the  whole  would  be 
in  a  blaze.  Against  such  a  contingency  Ave 
provided  the  trunk  of  a  young  tree  for  battering 
doAvn  the  Avail,  and  a  pile  of  saturated  branches 
to  Avhip  out  the  fire.  This  done,  Ave  all  fell 
asleep,  invoh'ed  in  a  steam-bath  of  an  influence 
singularly  soothing  and  soporific.  Soon  the 
suffocating  heat  Avaked  us,  and  avc  beheld  the 
side  of  the  hut  in  a  light  flame.  Escaping 
through  an  opening  aac  had  cut  for  the  purpose, 
w.e  knocked  doAvn  the  burning  wall,  put  out  the 
fire,  and  having  rekindled  it  under  safer  aus- 
pices fell  asleep  again. 

In  the  morning  Ave  saAV  the  sun  blazing  over 
the  forest  and  sparkling  in  the  drops  hanging 
from  every  leaf.  Mists  Avere  rolling  from  the 
river  and  clouds  melting  from  the  sky.  With 
appetites  Avhetted  by  twenty-four  hours  of  ab- 
stinence, Ave  breakfasted  on  our  half  pint  of 
rice,  and  once  more  embarked  in  our  floating 
horse-trough.  Half  an  hour  more  and  Ave  saAv 
the  Avhite  rapids  leaping  and  tumbling  in  the 


sun,  found  the  true  road  to  the  settlement,  land- 
ed, sent  the  canoe  doAvn  stream  Avith  an  igno- 
minious kick,  and  saAv  her  sucked  in  among  the 
riotous  surges.  At  nine  o'clock,  from  the  edge 
of  the  forest,  Ave  looked  down  on  the  settlement 
of  the  MagalloAvay,  and  beheld  that  classic 
stream,  embellished  Avith  the  homes  of  a  hard- 
headed  yeomanry,  Avinding  amidst  meadoAvs  rich 
with  the  corn  and  vine — that  is,  maize  and 
pumpkins — and  shadoAved  by  the  mountain  to 
Avhich  aboriginal  A-agabonds  have  left  the  grace- 
ful name  of  Asesquoss. 

Thus  did  we  close  in  triumph  our  grand  ex- 
ploration of  the  MagalloAvay. 


THE  REAL  COST. 

T  is  very  hard,"  cried  Miss  Farthingale's 
ghost,  Avith  some  asperity,  "and  quite  an 
unusual  proceeding!  People,  as  a  rule,  have 
some  sort  of  consideration  shoAvn  them  in  such 
cases ;  a  AA'arrant  of  death,  as  you  may  say, 
scrA'cd  on  tliem,  a  death-bed  scene,  AA'ceping 
friends,  somethincj  like  decency  and  propriety." 

"But  if  you  Avould  haA-e  disease  of  the  heart," 
suggested  Mercury,  blandly.  (For  be  it  known 
that  the  old  story  of  Mercury  conducting  the 
ghosts  of  the  dead  to  the  loAver  regions  is  true 
after  all ;  and  the  messenger  of  the  gods  Avas 
taking  the  ghost  of  Miss  Farthingale  to  the 
Styx.) 

"I  don't  believe  it,"  snapped  the  lady,  in  a 
sudden  passion.  "You  will  ncA'cr  convince  me 
that  I  am  dead." 

"Oh,  Madam!  upon  my  honor!  you  are  as 
dead — as — as  that  American  President  Avho  let 
his  rascally  Secretary  of  War  send  the  guns 
off  South;  I  forget  the  name — I  had  a  feu- 
drops  of  Lethe  this  morning — an  excellent  tonic, 
but  makes  one  obliA'ious  for  an  hour  or  so  ;  but 
pray  be  convinced :  don't  you  hear  the  dis- 
turbance they  are  making  about  Avhat  Avas  once 
you  on  the  chair  yonder  ?  They  are  sending  noAv 
for  a  physician.    Much  good  may  he  do  you !" 

"It  is  very  uncomfortable,"  sighed  Miss  Far- 
thingale, as  she  floated  out  at  AvindoAv. 

Every  one  (that  is,  every  one  of  any  conse- 
quence) knows  the  Farthingale  mansion  on  — th 
Street,  near  — th  Avenue ;  and  Avill  recollect 
that  — th  Street,  after  the  peculiar  fashion  of 
such  cross  streets,  fiills  into  a  rapid  decadence 
as  it  recedes  from  that  magic  precinct :  hence 
Mercury  and  Miss  Farthingale  found  on  their 
route  broAvn  stone  dwindling  into  brick,  brick 
growing  shabby,  rusty,  reckless,  dingy,  giving 
Avay  then  altogether  to  tumble- doAvn,  staring, 
Avooden  buildings,  about  Avhose  doors  played  or 
screamed,  as  the  case  might  be,  Avoeful  little 
toddlers,  in  Avhose  dirt  and  squalor  and  sickli- 
ness it  Avas  hard  to  find  any  of  the  tender  grace 
of  childhood  —  a  wretched  neighborhood,  at 
which  Miss  Farthingale  gaA^e  a  little  shudder  of 
disgust. 

' '  Shocking !  Good  Mercury,  Avhy  do  we  come 
this  way  ?  It  Avould  have  been  so  much  more 
agreeable  doAvn  the — " 
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"But  we  have  yet  to  verify  your  accounts." 

'•  Accounts !  I  have  none.  Papa  settles  all 
my  hills !" 

"You  mistake,"  rejoined  the  god,  severely. 
"Every  man  or  woman  has  in  life  an  account 
current  with  the  justice  of  which  you  hear  so 
much  and  see  so  little;  and,  according  to  its 
tenor,  dies  solvent  or  insolvent.  This  is  yours; 
tolerably  correct,  I  think,  you  will  find  it.  We 
are  very  exact  about  our  book-keeping,  only 
with  us  matters  often  take  a  different  look  from 
that  they  wear  on  earth.  The  little  transac- 
tions scaled  and  forgotten  by  you,  sometimes  in 
our  sight,  stretch  through  your  lives  into  eterni- 
ty, in  an  infinite  series  of  consequences ;  so  that 
even  your  morning's  shopping,  Miss  Farthin- 
gale, set  down  on  that  last  page  at  which  you 
are  looking,  may  prove  of  consequence.  Stop 
here,  if  you  please." 

"  Here"  signified  the  third  landing  of  a  black 
and  broken  staircase  in  one  of  the  staring  wood- 
en houses.  A  woman  in  rusty  black  was  going 
in  at  a  little  door,  and  Mercury  and  Miss  Far- 
thingale flitted  in  behind  her.  In  the  room 
were  two  children,  not  indeed  squalid  and  clam- 
orous like  those  without,  but  silent  and  hungry- 
eyed  ;  and  on  the  wretched  bed  a  wan.  wrinkled 
face  looked  eagerly  up  from  the  pillow. 

The  woman  in  black  sat  down  with  a  hopeless, 
weary  air. 

"  I've  heard,"  she  said,  sullenly,  in  answer  to 
the  anxious  looks  that  met  her,  "  that  God  cares 
for  all :  but  seems  to  me  He  has  forgotten  us — 
guess  we  are  left  out,  since  there's  neither  bite 
nor  sup  for  us.  This  Avhole  blessed  day  I've 
f ramped  looking  for  work,  and  there's  just  none 
to  be  got — to  give  out,  that  is.  I  reckon  wo- 
men oughtn't  to  have  families.  I  might  have 
got  a  job  on  a  Singer's  machine,  if  you  and  the 
children,  mother,  could  shift  for  yourselves  and 
live  on  air  while  I  was  learning  to  work  ;  or,  if 
I  was  alone,  I  could  learn  fluting,  or  take  a 
turn  at  hoop-skirts,  or  cigar-making ;  but  there 
ain't  no  calculation  made  for  women  with  bed- 
ridden mothers  and  a  couple  or  so  of  babies : 
guess  they  ain't  no  business  to  live ;  and  as  for 
all  the  talk  about  soldiers  and  soldiers'  families, 
that's  trash,  and  so  I  told  them.  Says  I,  I 
am  a  soldier's  wife ;  my  husband  died  for  his 
country,  as  you  call  it ;  he  did  his  duty  like  a 
man,  and  fell  fighting  Avith  the  foremost.  We 
were  well  enough  till  he  turned  soldier.  He 
always  kept  us  comfortable ;  and  now  I'm  left 
with  a  poor  old  mother  that  can't  stir  or  help 
herself,  and  two  children,  the  oldest  going  on 
four  year  ;  and,  for  the  pension — it's  a  help,  is 
eight  dollars  a  month,  if  I  can  get  any  one  to 
leave  at  home  while  I  go  (and  many's  the  time 
and  many's  the  one  that  spends  a  whole  day 
there  waiting  in  the  crowd) ;  but  it  won't  keep 
a  family  of  four ;  try  it,  if  you  don't  l)elicve  it. 
I  want  work ;  so  does  hundreds  more — soldiers' 
wives  like  me,  widows  like  me — that  you  might 
stay  snug  at  home  ;  and  they  only  ask  for  some- 
thing to  do  at  hon)e,  because  of  the  children 
that  they  can't  take  with  them  or  leave  behind 


them ;  and  I  tell  you,  mother,  there  ain't  work 
for  such.  I  see  ladies  to-day — real  ladies,  good 
ladies,  that  is  working  day  and  night,  too,  for 
poor  souls  like  us — I  mean  them  down  there  in 
Chambers  Street  that  are  trying  to  do  something 
for  the  working  women  ;  and  when  they  heard 
what  I  wanted  they  looked  sorrowful  like,  and 
said  they  were  doing  their  best,  but  such  a  few 
bodies  seemed  to  take  thought  for  the  poor  mo- 
thers like  me,  that  must  work  and  must  keep 
at  home,  and  they  couldn't  help  me  nuther; 
and  here  I  am,  beat  out  and  clean  discouraged." 

"Dear  me!"  fluttered  Miss  Farthingale. 
"What  a  peculiar  person  !" 

"But  what  makes  me  worst  of  all,"  went  on 
the  woman,  quite  unconscious  of  her  airy  au- 
dience, "and  to  feel  ugly  and  like  hating  my 
kind,  is  when  I  see  some  of  them  grand  ladies 
figured  out  in  their  silks,  sweeping  along  the 
streets,  or  stepping  out  of  their  carriages,  hold- 
ing up  their  skirts  as  if  mine  might  hurt  them, 
as  some  did  yesterday ;  acting  as  if  there  wasn't 
any  sorroAv  in  the  world.  They've  a  right  to 
their  money,  and  to  live  soft  and  lie  easy — I  don't 
begrudge  them ;  but  when  coal's  double  about, 
and  bread  as  hard  to  come  by  as  the  truth,  and 
poor  folks  like  us  can't  so  much  as  see  meat  and 
sugar  and  tea  and  butter,  and  our  husbands  and 
sons  and  brothers  low  in  their  graves,  fighting 
for  them  too — and  can't  help  us — to  see  them 
far  whom  it  would  be  so  easy  never  once  taking 
thought  how  we  fare,  it  stirs  my  blood,  I  own. 
Some  on  'em's  good  to  us,  God  bless  'em  for 
that !  but  there's  blood  on  them  laces,  and  dying 
groans  in  the  rattling  of  them  silks." 

"  Molly !"  cried  the  voice  from  the  bed,  "  nay, 
Molly,  them's  hard  words.  Don't  go  on  like 
that." 

"I  tell  you  there  is,"  persisted  the  woman, 
"and  if  them's  hard  words  so  much  the  worse, 
for  it's  the  truth  ;  and  what's  more  there's  trea- 
son in  it  too.  I  heard  the  men  talking  it  over 
only  t'other  night  at  the  place  there — Simpson's, 
I  mean — and  they  said  how  it  was  even  in  the 
papers,  that  the  gold  went  out  of  the  country  for 
their  silks  and  their  jewels,  and  that  sent  the 
rags  they  call  money  now  lower  yet,  and  meat 
and  drink  and  fire  higher  yet,  till  poor  folks  soon 
would  have  to  quit  living;  and  all  this  went 
agen  the  Government,  though  my  head's  such 
a  muddle  I  don't  just  see  how,  but  they  made  it 
out  clear  enough ;  and  while  our  poor  fellows 
freeze,  and  scorch,  and  groan,  and  die,  for  every 
blow  our  brave  boys  strike  for  the  country  tlie 
fine  ladies  strike  two  against  it ;  and  for  all  that 
they  say  the  like  was  never  seen  of  their  dressing 
and  flying  about,  and  that  they  all  seem  mad  to- 
gether." 

"  Some  of  that's  talk,  mayhap,"  persisted  the 
voice  from  the  bed.  "Poor  folk  will  have  their 
grumble,  IMolly." 

"Tell  you,  then,  what  I  seen  myself  only  yes- 
terday," persisted  the  woman — "a  lady  buying 
a  shawl,  a  flimsy  cobAveb  thing,  fit  to  keep  out 
neither  wind  nor  rain,  to  be  laid  away  in  a 
drawer  tlie  best  of  the  time,  and  she  paid  three 
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hundred  dollars  for  it.  I  saw  her.  I  saw  the 
bill,  for  I  stood  and  watched  her;  tlirce  hun- 
dred dollars  !  Why,  that  would  make  us,  and  the 
woman  up  stairs  with  her  baby,  and  the  two 
lame  women — one  of  'em's  down  now  with  rheu- 
matiz,  and  the  Lord  help  her,  for  it's  hard 
cnougli  when  they  are  both  lively — and  the  old 
woman  with  the  little  grandchild,  and  a  dozen 
others,  snug  and  happy :  think  of  it  all  going 
for  that  cobweb  !  She  was  a  pretty  young  lady, 
delicate  like ;  but  she  looked  ugly  to  me.  I 
said  to  myself,  that  thing  ain't  yours  ;  you've  no 
business  witli  it.  You  go  to  your  church  and 
hear  tliat  all  men  and  women  are  your  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  you  let  your  brothers  and  sisters 
starve  that  you  may  go  fine.  You  make  flags 
for  our  soldiers,  and  throw  them  flowers,  and  do 
worse  than  the  rebels  with  your  extravagance ; 
and  thinks  I,  grand  as  you  are,  it's  a  heavy  debt 
1/ou^ll  owQ  to  justice,  if  there  be  such  a  thing." 

Involuntarily  Miss  Farthingale  glanced  down 
at  the  slip  in  her  hand,  on  which  figured  item: 
Lace  shawl,  three  hundred  dollars. 

There  came  just  then  a  tap  at  the  door,  and 
entered  a  lean  figure  in  a  scimped,  ill-fitting, 
faded  gown,  and  a  wonderful  cap,  clearly  made 
of  shreds  of  muslin,  for  which  odds  and  ends  of 
embroidery  tacked  thereto  apologized  in  vain. 
She  carried  a  little  black  steaming  tea-pot  and 
some  slices  of  bread  and  butter. 

"I  knew  you'd  been  out  all  day.  Miss  Clem- 
ens," was  her  half  deprecating  salutation,  "and 
that  grandmother  can't  stir  about  much,  so  I 
run  down  with  a  little  of  my  dinner.  Take  a 
cup  of  tea  now ;  it  will  set  you  up  nicely." 

But  the  woman  by  the  table  folded  her  arms 
and  shook  her  head. 

"Much  obliged,  and  it's  kind  of  you.  Miss 
Lucy;  but  I'm  stronger  and  younger  nor  you 
be,  and  if  I  can't  work  I  won't  cat  the  little 
you've  got." 

"  If  a  body  ever  heard  the  like  of  that ! "  cried 
Miss  Lucy,  pouring  a  cup  of  tea  and  taking  it 
to  the  bed;  "here,  grandmother,  t/ou  take  a 
taste  now  or  I'll  get  down-hearted,  and  I  s'pose 
the  babies  can  have  some  if  they  like,"  holding 
out  the  bread  to  the  hungry-eyed  children,  who 
seized  it  ravenously.  "  Why,  what  would  be- 
come of  poor  folks  if  they  didn't  lend  a  hand  to 
each  other ! " 

"  Certain,  the  rich  folk  wouldn't  trouble  about 
us,"  muttered  the  other,  bitterly. 

Miss  Lucy,  who  had  been  beating  up  the  pil- 
lows for  the  sick  woman,  stopped  and  turned 
about. 

"  Well,  I  don't  just  think  that,  Miss  Clemens ; 
rich  folk  do  look  after  j^oor  ones  a  heap ;  but 
you  see  there's  such  a  lot  of  us,  and  it's  differ- 
ent to  pinch  along  from  day  to  day,  and  only  to 
see  and  hear  about  it ;  and  when  they  do  un- 
dertake to  help,  why  ten  times  out  of  the  dozen 
they  gives  to  the  wrong  ones,  and  then  get  sick 
of  the  whole  on  it ;  and  the  benevolent  societies 
is  fairly  run  down,  and  the//  go  asking  for  money 
too,  and  folks  that  don't  look  into  it  can't  help 
thinking  charity's  like  a  sieve ;  and  then  they 


don^t  think.  Wiien  a  lady  buys  a  fan  and  pays 
five  dollars  for  it,  why  she  knows,  to  be  sure, 
that  she  could  get  just  as  good  for  coolness  for 
a  dollar  and  a  half,  or  for  that  matter  for  the 
half,  and  that  off  in  some  dirty  back  streets 
where  she  has  never  been  are  hungry,  ragged 
people ;  but  she  don't  know  as  we  do.  Miss 
Clemens,  that  up  stairs  that  poor  woman  is 
dyin'  with  consumption,  and  not  a  jDillow  to  her 
head,  only  the  bare  wooden  settle;  and  her  little 
baby  worse  off  nor  some  little  half-starved  kitten, 
and  that  three  dollars  and  a  half  or  less  would 
give  'em  what  they  haven't  had  for  weeks — a  de- 
cent meal  and  a  fire ;  and  another  lady  gets  a 
dress  just  to  look  pretty  and  fresh,  and  the  trim- 
ming costs  more  than  we  can  earn  in  a  month; 
but — don't  you  see  ? — what  the  eyes  don't  see  the 
heart  don't  feel ;  though  if  tlie  good  Lord  only 
would  open  their  eyes  !  if  they  could  know  just 
once  what  it  was  to  feel  hungry,  let  alone  "the 
rest — that  cravin',  cravin',  all  the  time  !  And 
do  you  know  when  I  has  it,  I  am  such  a  fool  I 
make  it  ten  times  worse,  for  I  kaep  on  thinkin' 
and  hankerin'  after  all  the  nice  things  that  ever 
I  ate,  though  I  try  not,  and  mayhap  I  get  to 
fancyin'  how  good  a  bit  of  meat  would  taste, 
and  how  I  could  broil  it  so  easy  on  the  coals, 
and  what  a  little  it  would  cost,  till  my  mouth 
waters  fairly.  Come  now,  Miss  Clemens,  you 
eat  a  bit,  and  the  next  time  I  do  a  piece  of  work 
that  don't  suit  and  don't  get  paid,  why  it  will  be 
your  turn." 

Miss  Farthingale  looked  at  the  hungry  f^im- 
ily  ravenously  devouring  the  bread,  and  meas- 
uring its  scantiness  with  dismayed  and  famished 
looks,  and  then  at  the  items  on  her  account: 

Tliree  handkerchief3 $18 

Comb f 15 

Ten  yards  chenille  fringe 20 

Cloak 92 

Lace  baiba 10 

"  If  one  could  but  draw  a  check !"  she  said  to 
herself. 

"Ah!"  answered  Mercury,  as  he  flitted  out 
at  the  window,  "if  post-mortem  checks  were  but 
possible,  there  would  be  founded  the  greatest 
charity  ever  known;  but  it  is  with  you.  Madam, 
as  with  millions  before  you — too  late.  Your  ac- 
count is  closed." 

Miss  Farthingale  followed  in  silence  (she  was 
engaged  in  an  unusual  and  delicate  operation — • 
thinking)  till  he  stopped  just  over  a  desolate 
barren  of  sand,  half  hidden  by  raw  fog,  through 
which  she  could  dimly  see  rude  sheds,  in  which 
were  huddled  gaunt,  ragged,  woeful-looking 
men.  In  virtue  of  her  ghostship  she  was  insens- 
ible to  atmospherical  changes,  but  the  demeanor 
of  the  men  proved  that  it  was  cold — bitterly  so. 
Some  were  plainly  frozen  ;  some  walked  and 
ran  about  to  restore  circulation  to  stiffening  toes 
and  fingers ;  some  huddled  together,  trying  to 
gain  warmth  from  the  contact  of  their  miserable 
bodies — all  of  them,  worn  almost  to  skeletons, 
tottering,  haggard  with  want  and  despair.  In 
one  corner  a  group  of  tlie  miserable  wretches 
were  struggling  for  something  with  a  famished 
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ferocity  horrible  to  witness  in  human  beings. 
Miss  Farthingale  looked  and  recoiled  in  disgust. 
The  prize  for  which  they  were  contending  was  a 
large  rat.  From  anotlier  quarter  she  heard  a 
sound  of  talking,  and  saw  a  number  of  the  un- 
fortunate men,  not  yet  so  utterly  transformed  by 
extreme  misery — newer  arrivals  perhaps — sadly 
tiilking  over  their  miseries. 

"The  worst  of  all,"  one  was  saying,  "or  it 
seems  worst  to  me,  is  that  so  many  of  our  folks 
forget  us.  I  always  thought  women  faithful, 
tender-hearted  creatures,  and  that  tJieifd  stick 
by  us  at  all  events.  And  jest  look  at  the  rebel 
women  here !  Do  you  remember  that  planta- 
tion, Davis,  where  all  the  pictures  were  on  the 
walls,  and  the  vases  and  filagree  gimcracks  that 
ain't  no  good  standin'  round,  but  not  a  carpet  or 
a  curtain  in  the  house?  All  gone  for  soldiers' 
blankets.  And  the  girls,  real  ladies,  brought 
up'to  do  nothing,  working  away  on  them  coarse 
army  things,  and  wearing  their  calicoes — grit 
to  the  back-bone — ready,  I  do  believe,  to  cut 
off  their  hair  to  make  ropes  of.  like  some  wo- 
men that  I  once  read  of,  if  there  had  been  any 
call  for  them.  And  look  at  ours !  Why,  the 
papers  say  there  never  was  seen  any  thing  like 
their  extravagance  and  their  giddiness.  We 
starve,  and  they  dance  ;  we  freeze,  and  they 
flash  out  in  diamonds  and  silks,  till  even  the 
press  takes  it  up,  and  tells  them  they  are  crip- 
pling the  Government,  and,  for  very  shame's 
sake,  not  to  dance  over  graves.  For  our  poor 
families,  God  knows  what  comes  of  them.  I 
get  it  down  first  for  rebel  bosh  till  I  saw  it  with 
my  own  eyes  in  a  Northern  paper  that  the  Col- 
onel sent  down.  I  wonder  how  they  think  we 
like  to  hear  about  their  doings,  and  have  the 
rebels  throw  it  in  oiit  teeth  that  even  our  wo- 
men don't  care  for  us !" 

Miss  Farthingale  tossed  her  head. 

"At  this  rate  one  had  best  join  the  Sisters 
of  Charity  at  once.  Probably  these  gentlemen^'' 
(with  contemptuous  emphasis)  "would  be  sat- 
isfied if  all  the  women  went  about  doing  disa- 
greeable things  in  those  hideous  bonnets." 

Mercury  shrugged  his  shoulders  and  spread 
his  wings  for  further  flight.  The  lady  follow- 
ed sulkily,  but  started  in  genuine  astonishment 
with  her  first  glance  at  the  inmates  of  the  long, 
cheerless  room  in  which  she  found  herself.  She 
had  discovered  there  familiar  faces ;  her  cousin 
Harry  (a  Federal  captain),  and  some  half  a  doz- 
en young  men  whom  she  had  known  in  her  life- 
time, and  who  for  some  months  back  had  been 
held  prisoners  in  the  Libby.  Captain  Harry, 
newspaper  in  hand,  was  declaiming  angrily : 

"  '  The  lovely  Miss  M.  F e,  of  — th  Street.' 

That  is  my  cousin  Mollie  Farthingale.  '  Her 
diamonds  were  valued  at  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  she — '  The  devil  take  it!  para- 
graphs like  that  are  worse  than  being  mewed 
up  here  on  half-rations  and  treated  like  dogs. 
Sounds  like  '  the  loved  ones  at  home,  watching 
and  praying  for  our  return,'  don't  it?  Pleasant 
stuff  that  for  a  fellow's  meditations,  lying  in  a 


wooden  bunk  without  a  blanket,  or  on  a  damp 
floor,  trying  to  fancy  that  the  home  people 
haven't  forgotten  him  after  all.  No  wonder 
the  '  rebs'  are  willing  to  lend  us  a  paper  like 
that.  It  takes  the  pluck  out  of  a  man  sooner 
than  their  slow  torture.  One  might  stick  it 
through,  thinking  that  some  one  cared,  but  to 
be  forgotten  before  you  are  dead — " 

"Well,  we  aren't  sure  of  that  last,"  put  in 
a  cheery  voice. 

"No,  but  it  looks  curiously  like  it ;  no  doubt 
many  good  souls  do  think  and  toil  for  us,  and 
our  Government  is  true  to  us ;  but  it  cuts  deep 
to  think  of  the  Avomen,  for  I  believe  prison  makes 
one  soft.  You  get  to  know  the  value  of  kind 
looks  and  soft  words,  and  to  long  so  for  home 
and  womea's  fjices,  and  then  to  hear  of  them, 
gay  and  careless,  not  as  ever,  but  a  Voutrance — 
madly,  deliriously — strikes  coldly  on  a  prisoner's 
heart.  If  Molly  Farthingale,  or  any  of  these  gay 
girls  had  one  thought  for  us,  for  the  country, 
for  any  thing  but  the  whirl  they  call  pleasure, 
could  we  find  them  quoted  in  such — " 

Here  Mercury  was  attracted  by  a  sniff  from 
Miss  Farthingale,  Avhom  indignation  had  hither- 
to kept  speechless. 

Abuse  like  that  was  very  ungentlemnnly  and 
undeserved.  Men  made  a  mighty  hue  and  cry 
about  their  poor  little  ribbons  and  laces,  but 
what  of  their  horses,  and  their  horrid  wines  and 
cigars  ?  and  she  was  only  a  poor  little  girl,  and 
knew  nothing  about  their  dreadful  politics  ;  and 
what  had  her  lace  shawd  to  do  with  the  curren- 
cy, she  should  like  to  know  ?  and  how  could  she 
know  about  vulgar  people  that  talked  loud,  and 
used  bad  grammar  ?  and  was  it  her  fault  if  they 
were  starving?  and  wasn't  this  a  free  country? 
she  would  like  Mr.  Mercury  to  tell  her  that :  and 
if  so,  hadn't  she  a  right  to  buy  diamonds  if  she 
liked,  and  how  could  any  body  ever  have  any 
thing  nice  if  they  only  bought  just  what  they 
needed  ?  and  what  were  pretty  things  for,  if  it 
was  wrong  to  buy  them? 

There  always  would  be  poor  people.  It  was 
an  institution  of  God,  and  she  didn't  think  it 
right  to  meddle  with  it ;  and  as  for  the  soldiers, 
she  was  as  sorry  for  them  as  any  body,  and 
she  had  made,  oh !  quantities  of  havelocks,  and 
scraped  lint  to  an  unlimited  extent ;  but  what 
would  they  have?  If  all  the  girls  went  into 
mourning  and  cried  all  day  long,  that  wouldn't 
melt  the  Richmond  officials  ;  and  how  did  their 
Redowas  interfere  with  their  comfort?  For  her 
part  she  thought  it  selfish  of  Cousin  Harry,  and 
for  the  men  on  Belle  Isle,  they  were  positively 
impertinent ;  and  why  should  she  have  an  ac- 
count with  justice?  She  thought  it  was  only 
wicked  old  male  people  that  needed  that  sort  of 
book-keeping,  and  that  girls  and  women  had 
nothing  to  do  with  such  dreadful  things. 

In  short.  Miss  Farthingale  had  hysterics,  and 
Mercury  finding  reasoning  in  vain,  god  as  he 
was,  had  no  other  resource  than  to  hustle  her 
into  Charon's  boat,  and  send  her  across  the  Styx 
as  fast  as  possible. 
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THE  DECLINE  OF  TRAGEDY. 

A  DISTINGUISHED  German  writer  said 
of  the  ancient  Greek  Comedy,  that  it  was 
"  the  child  of  the  greatest  energy  and  enjoyment 
of  life"  —  the  primitive  pleasure  of  a  natural 
people,  unvexed  by  the^'exactions  of  courts,  and 
safe  in  the  possession  of  life,  person,  and  estate. 
The  essence  of  Comedy  is  a  ludicrous  collision  of 
differing  minds,  manners,  and  events.  As  soci- 
ety advances  to  a  higher  stage  of  civilization 
satire  parts  with  its  simple  good-nature,  and  be- 
comes the  instrument  of  personal  ambitions  and 
enmities,  which  naturally  seek  the  stage  as  the 
most  convenient  and  public  field  for  tlieir  exhi- 
bition, as  well  as  the  safest,  since  it  is  not  easy 
to  make  a  personal  quarrel  out  of  that  which 
has  given  pleasure  to  the  whole  town.  Nothing 
could  be  more  cruel  than  the  exhibition  of  Dry- 
den's  foibles  and  affectations  in  "The  Rehears- 
al ;"  yet  every  body  laughed  except  the  old  and 
decayed  j)0ct,  who  could  only  say  pathetically 
how  much  he  felt  the  indignity  to  his  white  hairs 
and  his  long  service  in  the  field  of  letters.  One 
relishes  extremely  Dr.  Johnson's  purchase  of  a 
stout  oaken  stick  when  he  heard  that  Sam  Foote 
intended  to  bring  him  on  the  stage  ;  nor  do  we 
think  that  we  could  have  blamed  Cumb'^rland  if 
he  had  resented  Sheridan's  attack  ui)oii  him  in 
"The  Critic"  in  the  same  jjractical  manner. 
Dr.  Swift  used  to  say  that  he  liked  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry  in  particular,' although  he  detested 
mankind  in  general ;  and  in  Comedy  the  reverse 
of  the  i)roposition  is  or  should  be  true,  and  while 
we  laugh  at  mankind  in  general,  we  have  no 
right  to  exhibit  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry  for  our 
own  entertainment  and  emolument.  There  is 
no  harm  in  displaying  the  virtues  of  any  individ- 
ual, and  not  much  in  delineating  his  suflicrings, 
if  it  be  done  with  a  delicate  and  honorable  hand; 
but  tliere  is  something  discreditable  in  making 
merriment  out  of  any  body's  personal  deformities, 
or  mental  eccentricities,  or  private  weaknesses. 
Great  genius  may  sustain  great  skill  in  such  a 
work ;  but  when  in  inferior  hands,  as  it  usually  is, 
it  becomes  merely  impish  depravity.  We  laugh 
with  the  mimic — but  we  seldom  respect  him. 

Tragedy  is  always  more  earnest  than  Comedy, 
and  is  therefore  less  inclined  to  mean  and  dis- 
reputable resources.  There  is  a  dignity  in  all 
human  sorrow  which  abashes  the  insolent  and 
sneering  observer ;  and  puts  a  little  flesh,  if  only 
for  a  moment,  into  tha  most  obdurate  heart. 
For  the  mysterious  vicissitudes  of  life  and  death, 
of  prosperity  and  adversity,  of  i)ride  and  of  pen- 
itence, of  human  weakness  and  of  an  avenging 
Nemesis,  which  darken  the  tragic  stage — what 
are  they  but  the  counterfeit  presentment  of 
every  man's  experience  in  this  world  of  sorrow 
and  of  failure  ? — of  real  agony  and  intolerable 
bereavement? — of  bitter  self-reproach  and  the 
gnawings  of  a  violated  conscience?  Why  does 
the  whole  pit  cry  at  the  maudlin  and  mouthing 
rhetoric  of  Kotzebuc's  "Stranger?"  Why  do 
we  dilate  with  sympathetic  emotions  at  the  hor- 
rors of  some  cheap  French  melodrama,  while 


the  heroine  coughs  herself  out  of  this  vale  of 
tears  ?  Why  do  we  go  weeping  to  our  beds,  the 
dupes  of  a  simulated  suicide,  and  wonder  why 
there  is  not  more  poetical  justice  in  this  world, 
or,  at  least,  in  the  theatre  ?  Why  but  because 
there  is  so  little  poetic  justice  and  rounded  suc- 
cess in  the  life  of  any  one  of  us.  Why  but 
because  we  feel  that  there  is  something  infinite- 
ly mournful  in  this  selfish  strife  between  man 
and  his  brother ;  in  this  failure  of  the  virtuous 
and  trium])h  of  the  vile ;  in  the  struggle  which 
Right  must  maintain  down  to  the  last  hour  of 
the  world's  existence  against  pitiless  and  treach- 
erous and  domineering  Wrong. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  natural  elevation  of 
Tragedy,  there  will  always  be  a  tendency  upon 
the  stage  to  pretentious  and  superfluous  declama- 
tion. Perhaps  those  who  have  ridicidcd  this 
have  been  too  apt  to  forget  how  difficult  it  must 
be  for  a  performer,  however  anxious  not  to 
overstep  the  modesty  of  nature,  to  remain  perfect- 
ly self-possessed,  and  to  keep  his  tone  and  man- 
ner down  to  those  of  ordinary  social  intercourse. 
Habit  is  omnipotent ;  and  the  many  amusing 
anecdotes  of  Mrs.  Siddons — how  she  "stabbed 
the  jiotatoes"  at  a  dinner-table,  and  frightened  a 
mercer  out  of  his  senses  by  asking  him,  in  her 
deepest  tragedy  tones,  if  his  goods  would  wash — 
seem  not  unnatural  when  told  of  the  finest  Lady 
JVIacbeth  in  our  theatrical  history.  But  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  utterance  of  the  tragic 
stage  docs  not  pretend  to  be  that  of  everyday 
life ;  and  it  is  certainly  better  for  an  actress  to 
be  a  little  over-energetic  upon  the  stage  than  to 
mince  through  her  murders,  and  herself  die  with 
a  genteel  simper.  But  there  is  a  ranting  upon 
the  boards  which  is  compensated  for  by  no  in- 
telligible purpose  nor  well-considered  ])lan  — 
which  has  not  even  the  merit  of  lofty  declama- 
tion— which  is  mere  hissing  and  roaring  set  off 
by  unmeaning  strides  and  gesticulation — which 
is  furious  without  force,  and  energetic  without 
taste  or  judgment;  from  which  may  the  Tragic 
Muse  deliver  ])it,  box,  and  gallery  !  We  have 
seen  the  comic  actresses  ridicule  this  exceedingly 
droll  exaggeration  of  an  exaggeration,  and  we 
have  wondered  that  the  lesson  was  lost  upon 
their  tragic  sisters.  But  it  was.  Nay,  even 
the  merry  ladies  themselves,  whenever  the  man- 
ager blundered  into  giving  them  a  tragic  part, 
would  go  through  the  same  performance  with  a 
seriousness  equally  amusing. 

All  these  spasmodic  shoutings  and  antics  bear 
about  the  same  relation  to  true  tragic  vehemence 
which  the  best  tavern-sign  bears  to  a  portrait  by 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  Tragedy  should  excite 
either  terror  or  pity ;  but  these  unhappy  per- 
formers inspire  only  the  last — for  themselves, 
and  not  for  the  characters  which  they  personate ! 
This  kind  of  acting  is  purely  traditional.  It 
comes  down  to  us  from  a  time  when,  to  make  a 
tragedy,  William  Hayley  directed  the  writer  to 

Take  a  virgin  from  Asia,  from  Afric,  or  Greece, 
At  least  a  king's  daughter,  or  Emperor's  niece. 
Take  a  hero,  though  buried  some  ten  yeai*d  before, 
But  Avith  life  enough  in  him  to  rattle  and  roar. 
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Take  a  horrid  old  brute  who  deserves  to  be  racked 
And  call  liim  a  tyrant  ten  times  in  each  act! 

What  makes  the  matter  more  ridiculous  is  that, 
although  we  have  discarded  plays  of  this  de- 
scription, we  still  retain  the  style  of  acting 
which  was  well  adapted  to  them.  We  do  not 
bully  and  bluster  in  the  right  characters,  nor 
yet  in  the  right  places.  Poor  old  Bajazet  and 
Tamerlane  have  long  since  gone  to  their  ac- 
count— Eudocia,  Eumencs,  and  Artamon  are 
no  more ;  yet  we  still  cling  to  the  top-lofty  style 
of  declamation,  although  we  have  but  the  tamest 
text  to  declaim. 

There  is  no  form  of  literature  which  has 
shown  such  a  persistent  and  dogged  determina- 
tion to  die  out  as  English  Tragedy.  It  arose 
almost  at  once  and  in  great  vigor ;  its  culmina- 
tion was  illustrious  and  immortal ;  and  then 
began  that  slow  decay  which  no  intellectual  ac- 
tivity has  been  powerful  enough  to  arrest.  The 
superb  tragedians  of  the  age  of  Elizabeth  were 
succeeded  by  a  far  inferior  but  still  vigorous 
class  of  writers.  These  were  followed  by  the 
frigid  and  French  declaimers  of  the  age  of 
Anne ;  and  after  these,  so  far  as  the  theatre  is 
concerned,  there  is  literally  nobody  worth  men- 
tioning for  the  purposes  of  this  discussion. 
Many  tragedies  have  been  written,  and  some  of 
them  have  been  produced,  during  the  latter 
period,  but  they  have  had  small  effect,  and  have 
made  no  mark  upon  the  literary  history  of  the 
time.  This  meagre  and  mortifying  penury 
crept  upon  us  during  a  period  when  the  Ger- 
mans were  actually  creating  a  dramatic  litera- 
ture— when  we  were  making  a  contemptible 
figure  in  no  other  department  of  letters — when 
several  of  the  greatest  English  actors  were  in  the 
full  flush  of  their  fame  ;  and  when  the  mechan- 
ical resources  of  the  theatre  were  probably  un- 
rivaled in  sumptuousness  and  ingenuity.  Pacts 
like  these  present  a  curious  and  perplexing  prob- 
lem. We  can  only  venture  upon  a  few  sugges- 
tions. 

English  Tragedy  arose  at  a  period  eminently 
fitted  for  its  development.  The  traditions  of 
chivalry  were  yet  held  in  lively  remembrance, 
nor  had  its  institutions  entirely  disappeared. 
The  discovery  of  far-off  lands,  full  of  a  wealth 
and  magnificence  which  until  then  had  been 
deemed  the  mere  fables  of  the  poets,  had  quick- 
ened the  imagination  of  the  country  ;  the  throne 
was  beloved  by  the  people,  and  tlie  people  were 
beloved  by  the  throne ;  the  brilliancy  of  the 
court  was  the  pride  of  the  peasant,  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  peasant  was  the  pride  of  the 
court ;  tlie  learning  and  the  poetry  of  Italy  had 
been  engrafted  upon  English  letters  to  quicken 
and  inform  them — to  rescue  them  from  rugged- 
ness  and  pedantry,  and  to  add  incalculably  to 
their  raw  material  for  poetic  production ;  the 
Reformation  had  done  its  work  of  emancipating 
the  intellect  from  monkish  restraints  and  super- 
stitious timidity  ;  while  the  stage  itself,  hereto- 
fore rude  and  barbarous,  was  becoming  a  place 
of  scenic  splendors  and  of  mechanical  api)liances 
at  once  ingenious,  impressive,  and  convenient. 


Yet  this  was  but  the  gilded  and  welcome  morn- 
ing of  following  a  long  night  of  barbarism  and 
violence,  in  which  courts  were  full  of  wicked  in- 
trigue, of  crimes  which  follow  guilty  love  or 
eager  ambition,  of  tortuous  diplomacy  and  hard- 
handed  violence.  To  an  English  audience  of 
that  period  there  was  a  simple  truthfulness  and 
probability  in  tragedy  of  which  we  can  know 
nothing.  It  had  all  really  happened  but  yes- 
terday, and  it  might  all  really  happen  again  to- 
morrow. It  is  easy  to  see  how  this  gave  veri- 
similitude to  production,  and  quickness  to  rep- 
resentation. The  romantic  had  not  ceased  to 
be  impossible. 

It  is  with  far  other  feelings  that  we  witness 
the  representation  even  of  the  plays  of  Shaks- 
peare.  We  may  be  touched,  but  we  do  not 
tremble  ;  we  may  be  affected  but  vie  do  not  be- 
lieve ;  and  whoever,  like  Partridge,  in  "Tom 
Jones,"  should  allow  himself  to  be  cheated  into 
a  momentary  confidence  in  the  reality  of  the 
scene  would  unquestionably  be  thought  a  very 
ridiculous  and  simjjle-minded  person,  below  the 
meanest  of  the  minor  "gods"  in  intelligence. 
Dramatic  history  is  full  of  instances  of  the  way 
in  which  audiences  have  been  affected  by  the 
naturalness  of  acting.  In  ancient  times,  we 
are  told,  there  was  one  actor  who  was  put  to 
death  by  the  populace  because  he  played  the 
part  of  a  murderer  so  admirably.  Lord  Byron 
fainted  at  Kean's  last  scene  in  Sir  Giles  Over- 
reach. Our  actors  are  safe  from  such  fatal  ac- 
cidents, and  nobody  faints  now  at  the  theatre 
except  by  reason  of  improper  ventilation.  But 
cold-bloodedness  is  not  all.  We  lack  some- 
thing besides  that  simple  credulity  which  makes 
the  theatre  so  delightful  to  children ;  we  have 
lost  something  of  the  old  appreciation  of  the 
heroical  and  the  magnanimous  when  presented 
under  ideal  forms.  New  epics  have  apparently, 
and  perhaps  fortunately,  become  impossible. 
Are  new  tragedies — we  mean  tragedies  which 
can  be  played,  and  which  people  will  go  to  see 
— equally  impossible  ?  We  will  not  read  twen- 
ty-four books  in  decasyllabics,  and  our  poets 
therefore  wisely  refrain  from  their  manufacture ; 
but  are  we  still,  in  this  locomotive  age,  in  too 
much  haste  to  listen  to  five  acts  of  terror  and 
pity  without  yawning  ?  Perhaps  not  if  the  five 
acts  possess  any  possible  human,  divine,  or  even 
infernal  interest.  But  five  acts  for  the  mere 
sake  of  five  acts  is  more  than  we  can  endure. 
We  do  not  hiss,  for  hi^^ing  is  a  forgotten  art ; 
but  we  stay  severely  away  from  the  theatre.  As 
Voltaire  said  of  theatrical  composition  in  gen- 
eral :  "  Tons  les  genres  sont  bons  hors  le  genre 
ennuyeux."  So  we  take  refuge  in  farces;  we 
fly  to  short  and  smart  melodramas;  we  give 
ourselves  up  to  the  fiddles  and  sefioritas  of  the 
Academy ;  we  frequent  the  horse-riding,  and  go 
where  the  rapid  banjo  calls. 

It  is  curious  to  consider  the  English  tragedies 
written  during  the  last  half  century,  and  to  ob- 
serve from  the  very  lists  of  the  dramatis  personoi 
how  these  inspired  writers,  whatever  the  ardors 
of  composition,  have  always  had  their  old,  tat- 
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tered,  weak-kneed,  mouldy  lay-figures  before 
them,  dressed  up  for  the  nonce  in  armor,  in 
toga,  or  in  Oriental  robe  and  turban.  Antonio, 
Alliaora,  Alvar,  Brutus,  Duke  Alphonso,  Vir- 
ginius,  Cajsar — all  manner  of  Roman,  Grecian, 
Italian,  Moorish  gentlemen,  long  since  dead, 
and  entitled  to  sleep  quietly  in  their  graves ! 
You  go  to  the  theatre  to  see  a  new  tragedy,  and 
behold  upon  the  bills — 

redro Mr.  Wilkins. 

Aiigolo yfr.  Synith. 

De  Montfort Mr.  Jones. 

Lorenzo Mr.  Drown. 

Ferdinand Mr.  White. 

Valdcz Mr.  Thompson. 

Bianca Miss  White. 

Isidore ' Mrs.  Greene. 

Florinda Miss  Brown. 

ScKNE — Padua. 

The  reader  need  not  be  told  what  the  costume 
of  Miss  White  will  be,  nor  wliat  oaths  Mr.  Wil- 
kins will  swear,  nor  how  both  will  use  the  old 
Englisli  of  James  Sheridan  Knowlcs,  nor  liow 
unlike  any  body  wlio  ever  lived  in  Padua  Mrs. 
Greene  will  be.  If  you  are  an  ordinary  human 
being  you  go  out  early  in  the  action  ;  -but  if  you 
are  a  newspaper  reporter  you  remain  for  your 
sins,  and  count  tlic  gapes  in  the  boxes,  or  mark 
the  dying  struggles  of  Wilkins  with  a  sense  of 
relief. 

And  are  we  to  go  on  tlius  forever  ?  with  the 
eternal  Tedro  and  tlie  everlastiug  Padua  ?  Why, 
Beaumont  aud  Fletcher  had  a  Bianca;  Webster 
luid  a  Ferdinand ;  Massingcr  had  an  Angelo  ; 
Mr.  Knowles  had  all  the  Italian  names  ever 
heard  of.  It  has  been  "Scene — Milan,"  or 
"Scene — Padua,"  or  "Scene — Verona,"  for 
three  hundred  years.  Do  you  wonder  that  the 
poor  people  weary  of  the  old  scenes,  old  plots,  old 
language,  old  Elizabethan  slip-slop,  old  trunk 
hose,  old  slashed  doublets,  and  fall  back  upon 
Women's  Conventions,  or  Panoramas,  or  Tom 
Thumb,  or  Chemical  Lectures,  for  entertain- 
ment ? — that  they  desert  the  dear  old  rusty  legiti- 
mate drama,  and  rush  in  regiments,  glass  in 
hand,  to  see  Miss  Cruikshank  dance  at  the  Ope- 
m  ?  We,  who  in  struggling  for  bread,  butter,  and 
beer,  have  had  more  of  Pedro  and  Bianca  than 
should  have  been  equitably  allotted  to  one  poor 
devil,  certainly  prefer  Miss  Cruikshank  (who  is 
nature,  with  a  little  cotton  padding)  to  the  le- 
gitimate drama  of  modern  construction  ;  for  we 
regard  her,  as  she  smirks  at  ns,  standing  upon 
one  toe  in  a  glory  of  white  gauze  and  lead, 
and  the  very  best  rouge,  as  by  far  the  most  le- 
gitimate of  the  two.  People  can  hardly  be  said, 
nowadays,  to  go  to  the  theatre  to  see  what  they 
like,  but  they  Avill  not  go  to  see  that  which  thc}^ 
like  least.  They  prefer  Miss  Cruikshank,  al- 
ways fresh  and  smiling  from  the  hands  of  her 
dresser,  to  the  everlasting  Pedros  in  their  old 
red  breeches  ana  resetted  shoes. 

Campbell  somewhere  remarks  that  the  best 
English  plays  have  been  Avritten  by  actors,  and 
suggests,  as  a  remedy  for  the  admitted  decay  of 
the  drama,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  theatre  go 
to  work  again.     We  would  strongly  urge  this 


view  upon  Messrs.  Wilkins,  Smith,  Jones,  and 
Brown,  and  politely  beg  of  them  to  pay  their 
devotions  to  the  Muse,  did  we  have  any  hope  of 
a  successful  experiment.  We  suppose  that  they 
would  be  ready  enough,  for  they  have  no  mis- 
givings of  their  ability  to  do  any  thing ;  but  we 
will  not  be  an  accomplice  in  the  dramatic  crimes 
which  these  gentlemen  would  be  sure  to  com- 
mit. For  do  you  suppose  that  these  men,  who 
have  been  gasconading  about  in  togas  and  tunics 
for  so  many  years,  could  give  us  any  thing  but 
an  uncommonly  musty  repetition  of  Pedro  and 
Bianca? — that  they  could  do  any  more  than 
echo  the  long  and  strident  lines  with  which  their 
mouths  and  our  ears  have  so  long  been  filled  ? — 
that  they  could  present  to  us  more  than  the 
threadbare  heroes  and  traditional  heroines,  and 
the  dear,  old  fiimiliar  scenes  ? — the  plays  Avrit 
after  a  model,  to  be  mouthed  in  the  regulation 
manner? — plays  full  of  lines  which  would  come 
into  the  world  with  their  backs  broken,  and  the 
blotches  of  bad  grammar  all  over  them  ?  We 
should,  for  all  our  pains,  only  add  to  that  mount- 
ainous mass  of  intolerable  dramas  which  already 
crowds  the  repertoires  of  the  theatres.  We  beg 
Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Co.  to  stick  to  their  togas, 
wig-boxes,  and  rouge-pots,  and  to  leave  the  pens 
and  ink  alone. 

What,  then,  is  to  be  suggested  ?  Have  we  no 
tragic  resources?  lias  the  world  become  so 
absolutely  happy  and  serene  that  poor  Tragedy 
must  die  in  dead  earnest  amidst  the  laughter  of 
Comedy  and  the  senseless  roar  of  Farce — leav- 
ing  her  bowl  to  be  turned  into  a  kitchen" utensil, 
and  her  dagger  into  a  toasting  fork  ? — her  last 
tear  shed,  her  last  murder  done,  her  last  stride 
taken,  and  her  last  death-rattle  executed? 
There  is  no  crime,  then,  left  to  be  painted? — 
no  palpitating  heart  to  be  portrayed? — no  sweet 
nature  out  of  tune  to  be  delineated? — no  cling- 
ing affection  repulsed  to  be  presented  ? — no  dark 
and  dilating  passion  to  thrill  and  tremble  in  her 
lofty  speech  ?  All  the  world,  then,  lies  in  meas- 
ureless content  upon  couches  of  pleasure,  or  jigs 
it  in  a  jolly  round  through  Elysian  meadows  I 
Why,  the  perfectionist  must  have  been  busier 
than  we  supposed  !  The  Millennium  must  have 
come  upon  us  without  the  proper  preliminary 
l)henomena !  Happy  world,  that  has  no  ma- 
terial left  in  it  for  a  tragedy !  •  It  is  to  be  all 
giggle  and  make  giggle  hereafter ! 

Alas !  this  poor  age,  if  it  did  but  know  it,  if 
it  could  but  see  it  and  use  it,  has  material 
enough  for  hundreds  of  tragedies,  and  to  spare. 
With  all  our  advances,  and  maugre  our  com- 
placency, and  in  spite  of  our  prettiest  reforms, 
we  have  not  yet  escaped  the  doom  imposed  upon 
the  sons  of  men !  Still  disappointment  dogs  en- 
deavor, and  death  is  beforehand  with  success  in 
setting  his  seal  upon  the  sturdiest  enterprise; 
still  we  soAV  for  others'  reaping,  and  win  laurels 
for  others'  wearing;  still  hunger  gnaws  at  the 
hearts  of  the  needy,  and  whispers  to  them  of 
well-rewarded  crime ;  still  the  great  problems 
of  human  existence  vex  the  minds  of  melancholy 
and  wayward  men  to  madness !     The  midnight 
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streets  are  full  of  the  forlorn  and  wretched ;  the 
bells  still  toll,  and  the  clods  sound  their  fare- 
well upon  the  lid  of  the  coffin— and  yet  we  go 
shamhHng  and  blindly  blundering  back  to  the 
past  for  the  sources  of  tragedy !  Are  we  such 
wretched  and  dry-brained  pedants  that  we  are 
afraid  to  write  of  the  things  which  are  about  us 
—jibing  us,  squeaking  and  gibbering  at  us, 
mocking  our  lofty  complacency — while  we  fill 
up  our  five  acts  with  mummies  from  the  pyra- 
mids and  skeleton  maskers  from  the  Middle 
Ages?  Was  there  ever  such  a  pitiable  delu- 
sion? The  world  is  shaking  with  the  struggle 
of  man  for  freedom,  and  kings  are  tumbling 
from  their  thrones  in  an  epilepsy  of  apprehen- 
sion, and  we  mnst  go  back  to  early  centuries 
for  terror !  It  is  full  of  desolation  and  despair, 
and  we  must  fly  to  Greece  for  tragic  pity ! 

We  are  not  great  sticklers  for  dramatic  forms, 
nor  indeed  for  forms  of  any  kind  after  they  have 
outlived  their  meaning  and  necessity.  We  should 
certainly  prefer  three  good  acts  to  five  bad  ones, 
honest  prose  to  Elizabethan  verse,  and  a  total 
confusion  of  time,  place,  and  action  to  a  rigid 
adherence,  at  the  expense  of  earnestness,  to  the 
rules  of  the  rhetorician.  We  care  little  for  the 
unities  if  they  bring  only  stately  dullness.  The 
tendency  of  scholarly  men  to  stand  fast  by  the 
maxims  of  their  predecessors  would  have  left 
the  old  English  drama  pretty  nearly  below  con- 
tempt, if  there  had  not  been  other  writers  who 
followed  the  dictates  of  their  own  untramraeled 
judgment,  and  wrote  according  to  laws  of  their 
own  enactment.  Sincerity  of  purpose  of  itself 
often  insures  skill  in  construction,  and  the  gen- 
ius of  Shakspeare  gave  law  to  the  greatest  of 
his  contemporaries.  Coleridge,  in  an  admira- 
ble passage,  points  out  that  the  supposed  ir- 
regularity of  the  Great  Dramatist  was  ' '  a  mere 
dream  of  pedantry  that  arraigned  the  eagle,  be- 
cause he  had  not  the  dimensions  of  the  swan." 
If  we  have  dramatic  writing  with  a  purpose,  its 
forms  will  sufficiently  and  artistically  and  natu- 
rally take  care  of  themselves. 

We  have,  indeed,  much  to  unlearn.  Thea- 
tres are  the  conservatories  of  habit,  and  one  gen- 
eration of  actors  goes  mimicking  another  until 
tone  and  gesture  become  traditional,  and  no- 
thing but  a  revolution  can  rescue  us  from  mean- 
ingless conventi5nalities.  Writers  follow  the 
example  of  the  actors,  and  strive  to  accommo- 
date themselves  to  laws  which  are  supposed  to 
be  irrepealable.  No  art  can  be  subjected  to  fet- 
ters like  these  and  live ;  for  if  art  continue  to 
exist  it  must  be  by  its  inherent  force  and  origin- 
ality, and  its  adaptation  to  contemporary  thought 
and  feeling. 

Soame  Jenyns,  in  a  clever  but  forgotten  poem, 
has  the  following : 

"So  rude  at  first  the  Tragic  Muse  appeared, 
Her  voice  alone  by  rustic  rabble  heard, 
Where  twisting  trees  a  cooling  ai'bor  made. 
The  pleased  spectators  sat  beneath  the  shade ; 
The  homely  stage  ■vvilli  rushes  green  Avas  strew'd, 
And  in  a  cart  the  strolling  actors  rode; 


Till  time  at  length  iniprov'd  the  great  design, 
And  bade  the  scenes  with  painted  landscapes  shine. 
Then  art  did  all  the  bright  machines  dispose, 
And  theatres  of  Parian  marble  rose! 
Then  mimic  thunder  shook  the  canvas  sk^", 
And  Gods  descended  from  their  towers  on  high." 

These  smooth  verses  sufficiently  designate  the 
limits  of  dramatic  simplicity  and  dramatic  civili- 
zation. Between  them  lie  the  epochs  of  a  vari- 
ously advanced  refinement,  but  at  every  period 
the  stage  is  found  the  representative  of  present 
human  culture  and  belief.  Thus,  during  a  time 
of  monkish  superstition  we  have  the  Miracle 
Plays,  the  Mysteries,  the  Lent  Plays  in  Spain. 
The  Father  turns  Adam  out  of  doors  with  the 
anathema:  '* Get  out  of  my  house,  you  scoun- 
drel!" Adam  goes  begging,  and  can  find  no 
home.  The  Four  Seasons  give  him  a  spade  and 
plow,  but  nothing  to  eat.  Reason  tells  him  to 
go  to  law  with  his  father,  which  he  does.  JNIcrcy 
pleads  his  cause ;  and  the  Father  settles  upon 
him  bread,  wine,  lamb,  and  oil — each  of  which 
gifts  is  symbolic  and  significant,  the  oil  repre- 
senting extreme  unction.  Many  of  these  dramas 
were  much  more  literal ;  but  the  populace  saw 
in  them  only  the  expression  of  their  own  un- 
questioning faith,  and  they  gazed  upon  these 
rude  and  simj^le  shows  with  a  feeling  of  confi- 
dence and  awe  which  we  in  these  skeptical  days 
find  it  hard  to  comprehend.  But  for  such  a 
time  and  such  an  audience  no  drama  could  be 
more  strictly  legitimate.  Between  such  an  ex- 
hibition and  the  exquisite  comedy  of  Moliere 
there  is  a  wide  difterence,  but  in  the  veracity 
with  M'hich  each  appealed  to  the  knowledge  and 
tastes  of  the  company  they  are  the  same.  If 
the  Parisian  managers  had  persisted  in  giving 
"Adam  and  Eve"  to  the  Parisian  audiences, 
their  course  would  have  been  not  a  whit  less 
absurd  than  that  of  modern  managers,  who  im- 
agine that  wliat  was  fit  for  London  two  hun- 
dred years  ago  is  just  the  thing  for  New  York 
in  this  present  Anno  Domini.  Until  Ave  get  a 
drama  legitimate  because  it  is  contemporary, 
the  theatre  will  be  of  far  less  service  to  morals, 
and  certainly  of  far  less  interest  than  the  menag- 
erie or  the  wax-work. 

But  in  these,  as  in  all  other  matters  of  litera- 
ture and  art,  we  feel  that  we  must  wait  the  op- 
eration of  natural  causes,  and  that  undue  haste 
will  be  of  little  value.  It  is  unquestionably  a 
matter  for  regret,  not  that  we  can  not  extem- 
porize a  modern  school  of  Tragedy  which  shall 
meet  the  actual  wants  and  tastes  of  the  time, 
but  that  we  so  resolutely  endeavor  to  avail  our- 
selves of  so  much  which  has  become  to  this  age 
hollow  sham  and  unmeaning  phantasmagoria. 
It  is  still  more  a  matter  of  regret  that  no  one 
should  have  the  courage  to  grapple  with  the  vast 
fund  of  material  which  society  presents,  and  to 
make  an  honest  endeavor  at  least  to  give  to  it  a 
practical  form.  But  for  this,  t#D,  we  must  wait, 
especially  grateful  that  we  are  not  taxed  to  sup- 
port it.  The  last  in  these  times  would  be  in- 
deed a  crowning  misery. 


LOST! 


LOST !      . 

I  HEAR  it  in  the  dark  and  silent  night, 
Borne  on  the  houseless  wind,  that  one  word,  Lost  I 
Like  the  despairing  cry  of  some  poor  soul 

Whose  helrnless  baik,  shipwrecked  and  tempest-tost, 
Floats  on  to  where  the  angry  breakers  roar, 

And  dash  against  the  beetling  crags  which  stand 
Like  hoary  giants,  and  along  the  shore 

The  cruel  rocks  reach  out  beyond  the  land. 

It  comes  to  me  from  regions  where  the  wind 

Blows  keen  o'er  trackless  fields  of  ice  and  snow, 
"Where  the  Aurora  beams  upon  the  night. 

The  long,  long  winter  night,  which  passes  slow 
Into  the  long,  long  day ;   and  towering  hi^Hi, 

The  toppling  icebergs  lift  their  jagged  forms. 
Swaying  against  each  other ;  and  the  sky 

Is  pregnant  with  the  weight  of  Polar  storms. 

It  comes  to  me  from  oflf  the  desert's  waste. 

Where  the  dry  sands,  hot  with  the  sun's  fierce  ray?, 
Stretch  on  and  on  through  weary  miles  away ; 

The  vulture  on  the  prostrate  camel  preys  ; 
The  stolid  sphinx  looms  hideous  and  tall ; 

In  vain  the  eye  searches  for  sign  of  bloom  ; 
Down  to  the  ground  the  cunning  Arabs  fall, 

And  o'er  them  sweeps  the  deadly,  dread  simoom. 

It  comes  to  me  upon  the  raging  storm. 

The  thunder  utters  it  from  out  the  cloud  ; 
I  see  through  half-shut  eyes  the  fated  shij), 

And  hear  the  angry  breakers  roaring  loud  ; 
I  see  mute  hands  uplifted  to  the  skies. 

As  on  the  rocks  the  struggling  ship  is  tost ; 
I  hear  amid  the  crash  heart-piercing  cries, 

And  wind  and  waves  together  answer  Lost ! 

I  hear  it  as  I  walk  the  city's  streets 

From  haunts  of  vice  where  Satan  holds  his  reign; 
On  strains  of  wild,  delirious  music  borne. 

In  whose  mad  tones  there  sounds  a  wail  of  pain. 
I  see  it  stamped  on  faces  in  the  crowd 

In  characters  which  all  may  read  aright ; 
Sure  as  the  sunset  lining  on  the  cloud 

Foretells  the  certain  coming  of  the  night. 

Oh,   swelling  heart  which  throbs  within  my  breast. 

What  hast  thou  lost  from  out  thine  early  years? 
Why  dost  thou  grieve  when  others  are  so  gay — 

What  means  these  pent-up  floods  of  bitter  tears  ? 
And  in  low  tones  the  sad  heart  makes  reply : 

"  I  once  held  hopes  I  prized  above  all  cost ; 
They  were  my  treasures  in  the  years  gone  by, 

I  grieve  because  I  know  that  these  are  lost!" 
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AN  UNFORTUNATE  PRINCESS. 

ON  a  certain  March  evening  in  the  year  of 
Our  Lord  1 751 ,  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales, 
son  of  George  the  Second  and  father  of  George 
the  Third,  died  at  liis  house  in  Leicester-fields, 
in  the  arms  of  Desnoyers,  a  French  dancing- 
master  who  had  been  called  in  to  soothe  the  last 
tremendous  moments  of  the  royal  spendthrift 
with  the  twang  of  his  fiivoritc  violin.  On  the 
13th  of  the  June  following  his  widow  gave  birth 
to  a  baby  princess,  known  to  history  as  Caroline 
Matilda,  the  beautiful,  imprudent,  and  unfortu- 
nate Queen  of  Denmark,  about  whose  guilt  or 
innocence  there  has  been  almost  as  much  con- 
troversy as  about  that  of  Mary  Stuart,  and  with 
as  little  likelihood  of  ever  coming  to  a  distinct 
and  certain  conclusion.  The  Princess  of  Wales 
was  a  stern-mannered,  though  in  reality  a  loving 
and  careful  mother;  still,  so  stern  that  once, 
when  the  little  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  sitting 
deep  in  melancholy  thought,  and  she  asked  him 
sharply  what  he  was  thinking  of,  he  was  able  to 
answer,  "I  was  thinking  that  if  ever  I  have  a 
son  I  will  not  make  him  as  unhajopy  as  you 
make  me." 

Caroline  Matilda,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  bore 
her  share  with  the  rest;  but  we  hear  nothing  of 
her  life  until  the  fatal  year  arrived  when,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  she  found  herself  first  the  be- 
trothed, and  then  the  Avife,  of  a  fair-haired,  un- 
der-sized, gay-tempered,  handsome,  dissolute 
young  scamp  of  seventeen.  Christian  the  Sev- 
enth, King  of  Denmark.  "  Diminutive  as  if  he 
came  out  of  a  kernel  in  the  fairy  tales,"  with, 
adds  Walpole,  in  another  place,  "the  sublime 
strut  of  his  grandfather  (or  a  cock  sparrow)." 

The  young  queen  was  in  her  fresh  girlhood ; 
fair  almost  to  a  marvel,  with  light  flaxen  hair, 
shining  like  silver  and  of  luxuriant  growth,  large, 
clear,  bright,  blue  eyes,  full  red  lips — the  under 
one  rich  and  pouting — small  teeth  white  and 
even,  and  of  a  temper  as  bright  and  sweet  as  her 
face :  lovely  and  fascinating  enough  surely  to 
have  made  her  lover  for  life  the  young  profligate 
who  kissed  her  publicly  at  Roeskilde  when  they 
met — perhaps  moved  for  the  moment  by  the  sight 
of  her  girlish  beauty — but  who  soon  taught  her 
what  was  the  real  worthlessness  of  his  kisses, 
and  of  what  infinite  power  of  subdivision  the  in- 
stinct which  it  pleased  his  royal  majesty  to  call 
love  was  capable.  For  the  marriage  feast  was 
scarcely  cold  when  Christian  found  "Milady," 
or  "  Katherine  of  the  Pretty  Feet"— about  wiiose 
life  the  less  said  the  better — a  companion  more 
congenial  to  his  taste  than  the  young  English 
princess,  whose  soul  was  as  pure  as  her  face  was 
fair.  And  not  only  "Milady,"  but  all  the  roue's 
and  demireps  to  be  met  with  in  Copenhagen,  to 
the  scandal  of  decent  people  and  the  destruction 
of  pul)lic  morals. 

Caroline  Matilda  found  her  Danish  crown 
more  thickly  set  with  tHorns  than  roses.  Young 
as  she  was,  and  so  sadly  needing  careful  guid- 
ance, she  luid  not  a  friend  in  her  new  home  to 
direct  or  upliold  her.     Juliana  Maria,  the  King's 


step-mother,  had  always  been  his  declared  enemy 
(even,  so  Christian  believed,  to  his  attempted 
destruction),  because  of  her  own  son  Frederick, 
who  would  come  to  the  throne  could  the  crown 
prince,  as  he  was  then,  be  destroyed;  so  that 
she  was  the  poor  young  Queen's  enemy  too,  ex- 
officio  if  not  by  personal  dislike,  and  laid  snares 
and  digged  pitfalls  whenever  and  wherever  she 
could  ;  the  old  grandmother,  Sophia  Magdalena, 
was  kind  enough,  but  even  she  cared  more  for 
power  than  for  the  right,  and  had  spent  her  life 
in  trying  to  keep  her  personal  influence  para- 
mount in  Danish  politics;  and  the  Princess 
Charlotte  Amelia,  the  King's  aunt — Avho  seems 
to  have  been  about  the  best  of  the  set — lived 
only  for  religious  practices  and  charities,  keep- 
ing as  far  out  of  the  reach  of  her  royal  nephew 
as  she  could,  having  been  his  favorite  butt  and 
the  object  of  his  rudest  practical  jokes  time  out 
of  mind. 

The  final  cause  of  her  withdrawal  from  the 
palace  was  "a  fright  she  received  through  the 
King's  first  page  crawling  into  the  dining-room 
on  all  fours,  disguised  as  a  savage," 

So  Caroline  Matilda  was  absolutely  unfriend- 
ed, save  by  the  Grand  Mistress  of  her  house- 
hold, Frau  von  Plessen  ;  and  she,  though  a  vir- 
tuous woman  and  so  far  desirable  in  a  court 
where  even  common  propriety  was  at  a  discount, 
was  a  harsh-tempered,  domineering  old-maidish 
kind  of  person,  who  made  bad  worse  by  injudi- 
cious advice,  and  by  never  being  able  to  under- 
stand that  sometimes  it  is  better  to  drive  with  a 
slack  rein  and  a  silken  lash  than  with  tight  ropes 
and  a  leathern  thong.  Influenced  by  this  clever 
lady,  Caroline  Matilda  put  on  an  air  of  forbid- 
ding coldness  to  her  husband  (perhaps  it  was 
not  much  trouble  to  do  that),  with  the  idea,  so 
common  among  women,  and  so  mistaken,  that 
the  best  way  to  secure  a  husband's  vagrant  affec- 
tions is  to  deny  or  conceal  their  own.  In  this 
case,  however,  it  was  not  so. much  concealment 
as  confession,  for  the  young  Queen  had  no  great 
fondness  for  her  royal  spouse ;  as,  indeed,  how 
could  she  have?  Unless  neglect,  debauchery, 
and  open  infidelity  were  qualities  calculated  to 
win  the  love  and  esteem  of  a  girl-wife  virtuously 
educated.  Nevertheless,  she  nursed  him  assidu- 
ously when  he  had  the  scarlet-fever ;  and  when 
he  recovered,  he  went  back  to  his  street-rows, 
his  mistresses,  his  low  pot-house  riots,  his  as- 
saults on  the  watch,  and  all  the  other  disgrace- 
ful doings  which  made  him  the  disgust  and  the 
talk  of  Europe. 

The  royal  fiivorite  in  chief  at  this  time  was 
Count  Conrad  von  Hoick,  lately  appointed  Court 
Marshal,  but  acting  as  a  kind  of  private  Master 
of  Ceremonies  to  the  monarch,  arranging  all  the 
court  balls  and  fetes :  also  hel])ing  him  in  pleas- 
ures less  innocent.  He  it  was  who  accompanied 
Christian  to  and  from  Milady's  house,  "during 
which  street  riots  were  but  too  frequent ;"  who 
shared  in  all  his  vices,  and  who  organized  many 
a  nocturnal  orgy  during  the  brilliant  luncheons 
which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  giving  at  Blaagaard, 
a  kind  of  castellated  pleasure-house,  just  outside 
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the  north  gate.  And  even  when  the  Queen  gave 
birtli  to  a  son — the  future  Frederick  the  Sixth — 
and  all  Denmark  went  mad  witli  joy ;  always 
excepting  the  queen-dowager,  Juliana  Maria, 
whose  son  was  thus  doubly  barred;  even  then. 
Christian  and  his  favorite  continued  their  ex- 
cesses, and  made  the  whole  town  ring  with  the 
echo  of  tlieir  misdeeds.  Christian  was  seen  one 
day  in  broad  daylight  returning  from  ' '  Milady's" 
in  a  state  of  intoxication,  the  people  pursuing 
him  with  hootings  and  insults  to  his  own  palace- 
gates  ;  in  a  word,  the  private  and  public  annals 
of  King,  court,  and  favorite  were  of  the  Avorst 
kind.  At  last,  however,  the  ministers  arrested 
Katherine  of  the  Pretty  Feet,  and  put  her  in 
prison,  after  her  royal  lover  had  bought  her  a 
hotel  and  created  her  a  baroness. 

And  now  Christian  and  his  court  set  out  on 
their  travels  :  taking  with  them,  as  surgeon  and 
physician  in  ordinary,  John  Frederick  Struensee, 
hitherto  pliysician  of  Altona,  and  of  the  lordship 
of  Pinneb«rg,  And  first  the  King  of  Denmark 
came  here  to  visit  the  King  of  England.  But 
"Farmer  George"  was  not  especially  eager  to 
favor  his  brother-in-law ;  so  little  eager,  indeed, 
that  when  Christian  came  to  Dover,  he  found 
no  royal  carriages  Avaiting  for  him,  and  had  to 
come  to  town  in  hackney-carriages.  Even  when 
he  got  to  town,  "by  another  mistake,"  says 
Walpole,  "King  George  happened  to  go  to  Rich- 
mond about  an  hour  before  King  Christian  ar- 
rived in  London.  An  hour  is  exceedingly  long, 
and  the  distance  to  Richmond  still  longer ;  so 
with  all  the  dispatch  which  could  possibly  be 
made.  King  George  did  not  get  to  his  capital  till 
next  day  at  noon.  Then,  as  the  road  from  his 
closet  in  St.  James's  to  the  King  of  Denmark's 
apartments  on  the  other  side  of  the  palace  is 
about  thirty  miles  (which  posterity,  having  no 
conception  of  the  prodigious  extent  and  magnifi- 
cence of  St.  James's,  will  never  believe),  it  was 
half  an  hour  after  three  before  his  Danish  INIaj- 
esty's  cousin  could  go  and  return  to  let  him  know 
that  his  good  brother  and  ally  was  leaving  the 
palace  (in  which  they  both  were)  to  receive  him 
at  the  Queen's  palace,  which  you  know  is  about 
a  million  of  snails'  paces  from  St.  James's. 
Notwithstanding  these  difficulties  and  unavoid- 
able delays,  Woden,  Thor,  Frigga,  and  all  the 
gods  that  watch  over  the  kings  of  the  north,  did 
bring  these  two  invincible  .monarchs  to  each 
other's  embraces,  about  half  an  hour  after  four 
on  the  same  evening." 

Christian's  life  in  London  was  bad  enough ; 
but  it  was  even  worse  in  Paris,  and  the  queen 
was  carefully  informed  of  all  that  would  most 
pain  and  disquiet  her,  it  being  the  policy  of 
that  nest  of  intriguers,  of  which  Juliana  Maria 
was  the  chief,  to  keep  the  young  couple  as  far 
sundered  in  both  life  and  love  as  was  possible. 
It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  she  was  cold 
and  disdainful  and  full  of  wrath  and  bitterness, 
when  her  scampish  husband  came  home  after 
his  seven  months'  tour,  and  if  she  resented 
Count  Hoick's  familiarities  and  impertinences, 
and  even  added  the  new  physician,  Struensee, 


to  her  black  list,  as  one  of  the  tribe  of  her  ene- 
mies. She  soon  learned  a  different  lesson,  poor 
girl !     Well  for  her  if  she  had  never  done  so. 

But  indeed  Struensee's  policy  was  at  the  first 
quite  puzzling  enough  to  mislead  her.  He 
wished  to  reconcile  king  and  queen,  he  said, 
and  yet  he  enticed  Frau  von  Gabel  into  a  web 
of  circumstances,  compromising  in  appearance 
and  fatal  in  the  end.  This  Frau  von  Gabel 
was  a  high-minded,  noble-hearted  woman,  al- 
most a  republican  in  her  political  creed,  and 
therefore  unable  to  live  at  court;  but,  whether 
royalist  or  republican,  patriot  before  all.  The 
king  had  made  certain  advances  to  her  in  times 
gone  by,  which  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say 
were  repulsed ;  but  now  Struensee  took  up  the 
dropped  loops,  and,  assuring  Frau  von  Gabel 
that  the  king  was  in  every  way  reformed,  and 
that  he  did  really  need  her  ennobling  influencG 
to  keep  him  in  the  right  way,  urged  her  to  ad- 
mit his  visits  again  —  she,  the  Egeria  to  his 
Numa.  Frau  von  Gabel  consented ;  but  soon 
found  that  all  this  talk  of  Christian's  great  im- 
provement was  mere  moonshine ;  he  was  as  bad 
as  ever,  and  a  little  rnore  mad ;  and  the  charac- 
ter of  Egeria  was  soon  sought  to  be  brought 
down  to  a  lower  level  and  to  baser  purposes. 
When  she  found  this  out,  and  deception  was  no 
longer  possible,  the  poor  lady  died  of  grief;  and 
the  strange  intrigue  about  which  no  satisfactory 
theory  as  to  why  it  was,  and  to  what  use,  came 
to  an  end.  She  died,  hating  Struensee :  whom 
the  queen  hated  too,  for  his  share  in  the  plot. 

At  that  time,  then,  there  Avas  no  love  between 
the  doctor  and  the  queen ;  but  soon  after  this 
the  crown  prince — her  little  baby — had  the 
small-pox,  and  old  enmities  were  forgotten  in 
the  new  conditions  of  help  and  trust  this"  set  up 
between  them.  Ever  after  this  illness  Caroline 
Matilda  admitted  Struensee  into  her  intimate 
friendship ;  and  so  began  the  drama  which  end- 
ed in  a  cruel  and  a  bloody  tragedy.  She  Avas 
imprudent  to  an  almost  insane  extent;  she 
droA'e  out  alone  Avith  the  handsome  young  doc- 
tor, Avalked  Avith  him  alone,  rode  Avith  him 
alone ;  at  the  court  balls  she  danced  chiefly 
Avith  him,  and  suffered  him  to  address  her  in  a 
tone  of  temper  and  command,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  astounding.  These  follies,  and  more  to 
the  back  of  them,  got  the  young  queen  much  ill- 
Avill,  and  caused  many  a  biting  comparison  to 
be  instituted  between  her  and  Mary  Stuart, 
Avith  Struensee  for  Rizzio.  Together  with  her 
character,  Avhether  rightfully  or  Avrongfully,  the 
queen  began  to  lose  something  of  her  sweet  En- 
glish modesty,  and  to  play  unwomanly  pranks 
in  public  quite  as  damaging  as  vices.  She 
hunted  daily,  bestriding  her  horse  in  man  fash- 
ion, and  dressed  as  a  man  in  "a  dove-colored 
beaver  hat  with  a  deep  gold  band  and  tassels,  a 
long  scarlet  coat  faced  with  gold  all  round,  a 
buff  gold-laced  Avaistcoat,  frilled  shirt,  man's 
neckerchief,  and  buckskin  small-clothes  and 
spurs.  She  looked  splendidly  Avhen  mounted 
and  dashing  through  the  Avoods,  but  Avhen  she 
dismounted  the  charm  Avas  to  a  great  degree 
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dispelled,  for  she  appeared  shorter  than  she 
really  was;  the  shape  of  her  knees  betrayed 
her  sex,  and  her  belt  seemed  to  cut  her  in  two." 
At  other  times,  when  dressed  like  a  woman,  she 
was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  of  her  time. 

Struen see's  political  power  was  as  great  as 
his  personal  influence.  The  whole  power  of 
the  s.tate  seemed  to  be  vested  in  him :  the 
queen  being  his  tool,  the  king  his  victim,  and 
the  country  his  mere  foot-stool  whereby  he 
might  mount  to  supreme  honor.  All  Europe 
began  to  talk.  Then  the  talk  got  so  loud  that 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  Caroline  Matilda's  mo- 
ther, made  a  long  and  toilsome  journey  north- 
ward, which,  Avhatever  the  political  motives  as- 
signed, seemed  to  have  for  its  motive  simply  to 
see  her  daughter,  and  to  remonstrate  with  her 
on  her  folly.  Not  that  she  herself  came  into 
court  with  clean  hands ;  for  the  position  of 
Lord  Bute  in  her  royal  household  had  long  been 
a  favorite  subject  for  scandal  and  satire.  The 
meeting  took  place  after  some  delay,  and  the 
mother's  resolute  removal  of  certain  obstacles 
thrown  in  the  way  by  Caroline  Matilda ;  but 
no  good  was  done.  The  king  and  queen  came 
attended  only  by  .Struensee  and  Warnstedt,  the 
favorite  page,  who  were  seated  in  the  carriage 
with  them ;  and  when  the  Princess  of  Wales 
spoke  to  her  daughter  in  English,  she  pretended 
not  to  understand  her — she  had  forgotten  the 
language  !  In  fact,  she  showed  herself  as  way- 
ward and  unmanageable  as  a  naughty  child  who 
can  not  be  reasoned  with  and  who  will  not  be 
controlled.  Letters  and  envoys  from  both  mo- 
ther and  brother  (George  III.)  were  received 
in  the  same  manner;  and  thus  the  last  drags 
sought  to  be  put  upon  the  downward  course 
were  knocked  aside,  and  the  royal  lady's  repute 
went  on  toward  destruction. 

What  was  it  which,  at  about  this  time,  made 
her  write  with  a  diamond  on  the  window-pane 
at  Frederiksborg,  "  Oh  keep  me  innocent,  make 
others  great?"  Conscience?  Sorrow  for  past, 
or  fear  of  future,  sins  ?  Or  was  it  simply  dis- 
simulation, and  the  endeavor  to  deceive  eyes 
whose  sharpness  of  vision  was,  she  well  knew, 
spying  out  her  weak  places  and  gauging  her 
misdoings?  For  we  can  not  for  a  moment  ac- 
cept Sir  Lascelles  Wraxall's  theory,  and  account 
her  innocent  in  her  relations  with  Struensee; 
every  incident  related  and  every  induction  to  be 
drawn,  point  but  to  one  thing;  and  whatever 
the  political  basis,  whatever  the  greater  worth 
of  the  Dano-Germanic  alliance  against  that  of 
the  Russian,  and  the  zeal  of  the  physician-min- 
ister for  his  own  ideas  and  his  own  views  of 
statecraft,  the  question  between  the  man  and 
woman  remains  the  same  for  both  and  all  con- 
cerned. Unhappily  for  the  half-mad,  half-bad 
king,  who,  when  Struensee  dismissed  honest  old 
Bernstorff,  had  not  a  friend  left.  Given  tip  to 
Struensee  and  the  queen,  he  was  now  simply  a 
puppet  and  a  prisoner,  with  two  black  children 
— a  boy  and  a  girl — for  his  only  companions, 
and  Enevold  Brandt,  whom  he  hated,  for  his 
valet,   chamberlain,   pedagogue,  and   master — 


Enevold  Brandt,  whom  Hoick  had  exiled  and 
Struensee  restored.  In  truth,  Christian's  con- 
dition was  pitiable  enough.  Grant  that  he  was 
mad,  still  the  manner  of  life  to  which  his  wife 
and  the  minister  doomed  him  was  infamous. 
No  one  paid  him  the  smallest  respect,  and  once 
an  impudent  page  even  drove  him  into  a  corner, 
saying,  "  Mad  Rex,  make  me  a  groom  of  the 
chamber."  He  was  compelled  to  make  per- 
sonal appointments  of  men  specially  distasteful 
to  him ;  and  on  one  occasion,  in  revenge  for 
having  been  made  to  sign  an  appointment  as 
chamberlain  for  a  man  he  hated,  he  made  one 
of  his  stove-heaters  a  chamberlain ;  again,  an- 
other time,  he  gave  out  that  his  dog  Gourmand 
was  a  "Conference  Councilor,"  and  proposed 
his  health,  which  the  rest  were  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge as  de  rigueur.  This  was  to  express 
his  disgust  at  certain  fault-finding  and  scolding 
which  he  had  to  submit  to  in  council,  showing 
that,  as  barking  was  the  rule  of  the  day  there, 
Gourmand  could  bark  as  well  as  an^  of  them, 
and  so  was  quite  as  efficient  a  conference  coun- 
cilor. His  chief  amusement  was  smashing 
china  and  beheading  the  garden  statues :  in 
which  odd  play  Moranti,  his  black  boy,  assisted 
him.  For  a  change  he  would  roll  on  the  ground 
with  the  boy,  biting  and  scratching  him,  or  would 
fling  papers,  furniture,  books,  glass  ornaments, 
any  thing  he  could  find,  over  the  balcony  down 
into  the  court-yard :  once  wishing  to  fling  the 
boy  and  dog  Gourmand  after  the  rest.  In  pub- 
lic he  was  treated  with  contempt  by  his  keeper, 
Brandt,  who  in  private  bit  and  beat  him — he 
said  by  the  king's  own  desire;  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  treatment  of  this  unhappy  wretch,  during 
the  reign  of  Struensee,  was  as  damaging  to  the 
queen's  repute  as  it  was  disgraceful  and  de- 
grading. 

The  queen,  influenced  by  Struensee,  who,  how- 
ever, was  loyally  well  intentioned  in  this,  brought 
up  her  son  on  the  wildest  principles  of  "  harden- 
ing"— a  kill  or  cure  system  indeed  for  a  delicate 
child.  His  food  was  of  the  simplest  and  poor- 
est kind,  and  what  we  should  call  innutritions, 
and  always  cold ;  he  had  a  cold  bath  twice  or 
thrice  a  day ;  he  was  kept  in  a  cold  room  with- 
out a  fire,  dressed  lightly  in  thin  silk,  and  went 
about  barefoot,  although  he  was  a  delicate  baby 
of  not  quite  three  years  old.  His  playmate  and 
companion  was  a  little  fellow  of  his  own  age, 
called  "  little  Karl,"  the  natural  son  of  a  sur- 
geon, who  was  allowed  to  fight  with  him  and 
master  him  if  he  could,  no  one  being  suffered  to 
assist  or  prevent.  The  queen  was  so  severe 
with  him,  that  when  the  attendants  wanted  to 
frighten  him  into  good  behavior,  they  used  to 
threaten  to  take  him  to  his  mother,  which  gen- 
erally succeeded.  Struensce's  coadjutor,  the 
physician  Berger,  got  a  few  of  the  more  extreme 
rules  relaxed  ;  and,  owing  to  his  representations, 
this  royal  baby  was  allowed  to  wear  shoes  and 
stockings,  to  be  rather  more  warmly  clad,  to  have 
his  rice  boiled  in  broth  instead  of  water,  to  have 
meat  soup  for  dinner  twice  a  week,  and  to  have 
his  room  slightly  warmed  in  the  morning. 
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And  now  popular  feeling  began  to  take  a  very 
decided  tone,  and  the  ministry  knew  that  the 
evil  hour  which  has  to  come   to  all  misdoers 
was  drawing  near.    The  queen  and  the  favorite 
dared  not  show  themselves  in  public  ;  the  guards 
were  doubled  at  the  palace,  and  various  unusual 
precautions  were  taken ;  the  most  abominable 
satires  and  caricatures  were  printed  and  circu- 
lated, or  stuck  or  scrawled  on  the  walls,  half  in 
jest  and  half  in  earnest;   the   queen  and  the 
ministers  would  speculate  on  their  future  lives, 
and  what  they  should  do  when  the  crash  came, 
and  they  were  forced  to  fly — they  foresaw  no- 
thing worse ;  and  all  this  while  the  indignation 
of  the  people  and  the  anger  of  the  European 
courts  became  louder  and  deeper,  and  of  more 
ominous  intensity  and  fierceness.     Anonymous 
letters  were  sent  to  Brandt,  advising  him  to  put 
himself  out  of  danger  by  ranging  himself  on  the 
king's  side,  and  against  the  minister;   and  he 
and  Struensee  had  misunderstandings,  even  to 
the  extent  of  the  former  proposing  a  kind  of 
coup  d'etat  to  Falckenskjold,  one  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment,  beginning  and  ending  in  the  arrest  of 
Struensee,  and  the  transfer  of  the  queen  to  him- 
self;   and  then   the   great  })lot  was  arranged, 
headed  by  Juliana  Maria  and  Prince  Frederick 
her  son,  the  king's  half-brother.  * 

The  favorite's  treatment  of  this  young  man 
had  been  most  impolite.  Insulted,  neglected, 
irritated,  his  rank  and  near  relationship  with  the 
king  ignored  or  remembered  only  to  fix  a  deeper 
sting,  no  wonder  that  he  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  party  determined  to  rid  the  country  of  a 
group  of  adventurers  who  had  lost  their  heads 
when  they  had  gained  the  top  round  of  the  lad- 
der, and  whose  so-called  reforms  were  neither 
popular  nor  understood,  besides  being  nullified 
by  the  poison  of  the  scandals  attached  to  them. 
When  a  forged  document  was  shown  to  Juliana 
Maria  (at  least.  Sir  Lascelles  Wraxall  says  it 
was  forged),  wherein  it  was  set  forth  how  that 
the  king  was  to  bo  forced  to  abdicate,  and  how 
that  the  queen  was  to  be  declared  regent  with 
Struensee  as  protector — meaning,  as  it  was  ar- 
gued to  her,  that  the  king  and  crown  prince  were 
to  be  murdered,  Struensee  married  to  the  queen, 
and  his.  children  by  her  set  on  the  throne — she 
felt  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  that  either 
she  and  hers  must  fiill,  or  they.  Means  were 
not  wanting,  nor  agents,  nor  adherents ;  they 
never  are  wanting  when  a  tumult  is  contem- 
plated, and  good  pickings  are  to  be  had  out  of 
a  ruined  palace ;  and  the  right  time  came  with 
the  rest.  After  a  certain  masked  ball,  where 
the  queen  had  been  most  remarkably  gay  and 
most  strikingly  beautiful,  and  Avhere,  by  the 
strange  falling  to  pieces  of  a  certain  supper,  all 
things  were  marvelously  facilitated,  the  plot  came 
to  its  culmination.  The  ex-queen,  her  son,  and 
some  others  (Guldberg,  Rantzau,  Eickstedt, 
Koller,  and  the  ex-valet  Jessen),  entered  the 
king's  bedroom  at  dead  of  night,  where  they  first 
nearly  frightened  him  to  death,  and  then  got 
him  to  sign  orders  for  the  arrest  of  Struensee, 
Brandt,  Falckenskjold,  the  queen,  and  others  of 


minor  moment.  One  by  one  those  named  were 
arrested  and  secured ;  and  so  was  broken  up  in 
a  few  moments  the  coalition  which  liad  changed 
the  whole  face  of  Danish  politics  and  the  whole 
current  of  Danish  society  for  two  years. 

Struensee,  never  a  brave  man,  thougli  so  dar- 
ing in  political  action,  first  fainted,  then  took  to 
swearing  horribly,  and  then  gave  way  to  abject 
despair.  Brandt  was  philosophical,  and  even 
gay.  Falckenskjold  was  calm  and  critical.  But 
the  poor  young  queen  was  impassioned  and  ter- 
rified, full  of  wrath  and  fear  and  desperation  and 
anguish  :  now  struggling  with  the  soldiers  whom 
Rantzau  had  with  him  to  secure  her;  now  try- 
ing to  hurl  herself  from  the  open  window,  shriek- 
ing wildly  for  Struensee  and  the  king ;  finally 
borne  away  to  the  fortress  of  Kronborg,  ruined 
and  disgraced  forever.  Young,  lovely,  with  a 
good  and  noble  nature  tliat  had  been  at  first 
outraged  and  afterward  misguided,  we  can  not 
but  pity  her.  Truly  she  had  sinned  in  her  de- 
gree ;  but  she  had  been  sinned  against  more 
grievously,  and  her  wrong-doing  had  been  re- 
taliation rather  than  aggression.  For,  as  was 
said  before,  we  can  not  accept  Sir  Lascelles 
Wraxall's  theory  of  her  innocence,  though  her 
failings  may  be  tenderly  excused  for  the  sake  of 
the  evils  she  had  undergone. 

The  end  soon  came.  Struensee,  pressed  and 
threatened,  confessed  to  his  liaison  with  the 
queen,  circumstantially  detailed;  and  when  the 
queen  was  shown  his  confession,  and  told  that 
if  she  denied  it  he  would  be  tortured,  she  signed 
it  in  attestation  of  its  truth,  and  so  signed  away 
her  good  fome  forever.  He  was  executed,  with 
certain  barbarous  circumstances  disgraceful  to 
the  time  and  people :  having  first  seen  his  col- 
league Brandt  decapitated  and  disemboweled 
before  his  face  ;  Falckenskjold  was  sentenced  to 
be  confined  on  the  rock  of  Munkholm  for  life. 
Caroline  Matilda  was  removed  from  Kronborg 
to  the  castle  of  Aalborg,  where  she  was  kept  a 
prisoner  until  released  at  the  instance  of  En- 
gland. Thence,  she  went  to  Celle,  or  Zell,  the 
old  residence  of  the  former  Dukes  of  Liineburg, 
where  she  lived  happily  enough,  much  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  her,  and  cheered  by  the  fre- 
quent presence  of  her  sister,  the  Princess  of 
Brunswick.  Her  only  grief  was  the  loss  of  her 
children,  especially  of  the  little  girl — whose  le- 
gitimacy, by-the-by,  came  under  grave  suspi- 
cion ;  but  the  king  had  formally  acknowledged 
her  at  her  birth.  Here  she  saw  Mr.  Wraxall, 
the  grandfather  of  her  present  apologist,  then  a 
young  man,  "just  her  own  age,"  and  who  seems 
to  have  been  gfeatly  struck  by  her  beauty,  and 
interested  in  her  fortunes.  He  describes  her  as 
very  beautiful,  though  too  fat ;  like  her  brother 
George  the  Third  in  feature,  but  harmonized 
and  softened;  charitable,  gay,  sweet-tempered, 
and  discreet  — all  that  the  wronged  princess 
should  be. 

Mr.  Wraxall  entered  into  the  plot  for  her  re- 
lease, which  had  as  its  object  the  arrest  of  Juli- 
ana Maria  and  Prince  Frederick,  and  the  king's 
published  order  for  her  return  to  Copenhagen. 


754 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


It  is  impossible  to  guess  what  new  historic  com- 
plications might  have  arisen  had  she  not,  in  the 
midst  of  this  under-current,  died  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1775,  wanting  less  than  three  months  of 
hertwenty-fourth  year.  Of  course  people  said 
she  died  of  poison,  that  wide  and  convenient 
vagueness ;  hut  in  truth  it  was  of  scarlet-fever, 
taking  a  typhoid  character,  and  easy  to  be  ac- 
counted foV.  One  of  her  young  pages  had  just 
died  of  this  disease,  and  she,  very  foolishly,  went 
into  the  room  where  the  coffin  Avas,  and  looked 
at  the  dead  body.  The  sight  haunted  her,  and 
the  disease  found  her  out,  carrying  her  off  in 
a  very  few  days.  When  dying,  she  Avrote  to 
George  the  Third,  solemnly  protesting  her  in- 
nocence of  all  with  Avhich  she  had  been  charged  ; 
and  also  to  M.  Roques,  the  pastor  of  the  French 
Protestant  church  at  Zell,  she  said  the  sam.e : 
"I  was  never  faithless  to  my  husband."  So,  at 
least,  it  is  reported.  Whether  Sir  Lascelles 
Wraxall's  chivalrous  theory  respecting  the  un- 
happy princess  be  correct  or  not,  the  memoir 
has  high  merits,  not  only  as  a  historical  but 
as  a  literary  production.  Some  of  the  details 
of  court  life  are  extremely  curious. 

MY  REFUGEES. 

DR.  JOYCE  came  in  while  I  was  giving  the 
Captain  his  dinner.  It  was  not  his  hour 
for  visiting  my  ward,  so  I  put  down  my  gruel- 
spoon  and  looked  up  to  see  what  was  the  mat- 
ter. 

"  Can't  you  come  out  and  see  to  this  arrival  ?" 
he  asked,  stopping  a  few  feet  in  front  of  me, 
with  his  finger  on  Tom's  pulse,  his  hand  filled 
with  lemonade  for  Dick,  and  his  eyes  on  Harry, 
so  economical  of  his  time  was  our  little  Doctor, 
In  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  since  I  came  to  the 
hospital  I  had  succeeded  in  gaining  his  undi- 
vided attention  for  a  single  full  minute  in  work- 
ing hours.  I  regarded  this  as  an  insult  at  first ; 
but  discovering  at  length  how  much  he  depended 
on  these  fragmentary  notes  which  he  took  of  his 
patients,  I  had  learned  to  hide  my  diminished 
head,  and  consider  myself  once  for  all  a  lesser 
light  in  his  presence.  But  there  is  a  natural 
perversity  about  me,  which  in  spite  of  such  dis- 
cipline "still  lived."  It  was  with  an  instinct 
for  which  I  do  not  hold  myself  at  all  account- 
able that  I  turned  away  from  him  with  as  pro- 
fessional an  air  as  I  could  assume,  and  began 
choking  the  gruel  down  the  poor  Captain's  throat, 
as  if  tlie  safety  of  the  army  depended  on  its  de- 
scent therein,  while  I  asked,  Iil  my  most  busi- 
ness-like tones, 

"What  is  it?" 

"Three — a  man  already  gone  with  typhoid, 
wife,  and  a  child — refugees." 

"Hum!  well?" 

"  I  want  you  to  get  hold  of  the  woman  and 
feed  her  up :  she's  a  mere  shadow." 

"And  the  man?" 

Dr.  Joyce  looked  round  the  ward ;  so  did  I. 
I  had  one  em])ty  bed.  A  little  pale-faced  boy 
liad  left  it  only  yesterday,  and  gone — well  to  a 


better  rest,  I  trust ;  for  I  found  a  tiny  Testament 
in  his  hand  when  I  folded  it  with  the  other.  It 
was  open,  and  his  finger  was  on  a  prayer — one 
of  the  old,  old  prayers  which  are  always  new, 
that  his  mother  had  marked  for  him.  I  had  a 
fiincy  for  the  poor,  home-sick  fellow,  and  had 
looked  at  his  empty  bed  with  something  of  that 
feeling  with  which  one  goes  into  the  twilight  of 
a  room  a  friend  has  left  dark  forever.  I  shrank 
from  the  thought  of  seeing  a  stranger  there  so 
soon ;  a  very  foolish  fancy  for  a  hospital  nurse, 
of  course,  but  some  of  these  boys  had  become 
friends  indeed  in  the  long  months  I  had  cared 
for  them.  Besides  this,  I  had  as  much  work  on 
hand  as  it  seemed  to  me  I  could  well  attend  to 
without  a  little  larger  allowance  of  strength  than 
usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  womankind,  nurses  not 
excepted.  There  was  Mrs.  Cruppins  had  four 
or  five  empty  beds,  though  she  icas  the  last 
person  I  should  want  to  go  to,  to  be  nursed 
through  a  fever;  and  there  was  ]\Iiss  Graves, 
she  could  take  three  more  as  well  as  not,  even 
if  she  did  go  about  her  work  like  a  martyr,  and 
turn  her  ward  into  a  church-vault,  with  her  fune- 
real face  and  her  melancholy  and  interesting 
way  of  sighing  over  the  men.  What  if  the 
Doctor  did  prefer,  and  very  naturally,  to  call  on 
me  ?  there  was  a  limit  to  all  things.  So  when 
I  looked  at  him  I  was  going  to  own  up  to  my 
hidden  depravity,  and  say  that  No.  2  didn't  want 
the  new-comer. 

The  Doctor  is  a  discreet  man,  and  can  read 
the  signs  of  the  weather.  He  gave  me  a  gener- 
ous half  of  one  of  his  professional  glances,  and 
remarked  quietly  to  a  curious  young  sergeant  in 
the  corner  who  had  employed  the  time  of  my 
meditation  in  asking  a  volley  of  questions, 

"Yes,  half-starved,  but  thinks  only  of  her 
husband  and  child ;  the  infant  is  more  dead 
than  alive." 

Something  rose  in  my  throat  and  choked  me. 

"What  a  heathen!" 

"Who?     I  or  the  typhoid ?" 

' '  Neither  of  you,"  I  responded,  curtly ;  ' '  bring 
him  in  here." 

The  Doctor  went  away  with  the  least  bit  of 
a  smile  twitching  the  corners  of  his  mouth.  I 
felt  too  humble  just  then  to  take  any  notice  of 
it,  so  I  meekly  returned  to  the  Captain  and  his 
gruel,  gave  him  his  powders,  tucked  him  up  for 
a  nap,  and  when  Dr.  Joyce  came  back  I  was 
ready  for  him. 

A  number  of  these  refugees  had  dropped  into 
our  hospital  since  I  had  been  there,  for  two- 
thirds  of  the  poor  creatures  are  fit  for  nothing 
but  a  sick-bed  by  the  time  they  reach  Nashville, 
and  I  supposed  I  knew  what  to  expect.  But 
the  sight  I  saw  struck  me  dumb.  Two  shrunk- 
en, ghost-like  figures,  their  clothes  in  tatters, 
covered  with  mire  and  blood,  their  faces  so  gaunt 
that,  looking  at  them,  a  chill  crept  over  me,  as 
if  I  looked  on  Death. 

But  this  was  not  a  time  to  grow  nervous.  I 
roused  myself  with  a  start,  and  touched  the 
man's  hand  to  see  if  it  were  flesh  and  blood. 
In  reply  to  my  words  of  welcome  he  thanked  me 
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in  a  feeble  sort  of  way,  putting  his  hand  uncer- 
tainly to  his  forehead,  like  one  of  failing  memory, 
and  leaning  heavily  against  the  door.  lie  evi- 
dently needed  prompt  attention,  for  the  fever 
was  far  advanced.  AVhile  the  Doctor  led  him 
to  the  bed  I  had  time  to  notice  his  short,  thick- 
set figure,  the  shaggy  hair  falling  about  his  low 
forehead,  and  the  eyes  that  still  showed  honest 
and  kindly,  though  they  were  deep-sunken  and 
burned  with  fever;  the  scar  of  an  old  gun- 
wound  in  his  neck,  and  his  hands  coarse  and 
brown  with  labor.  Before'  this  war  had  made 
him  what  he  was,  he  had  evidently  been  of  the 
poor  of  the  earth.  God's  poor,  were  they  ?  May 
we  have  mercy  on  all  such ! 

He  was  far  too  weak  to  answer  questions.  I 
left  him  sitting  wearily  on  the  side  of  the  bed 
for  the  Doctor  to  undress,  and  turned  back  to 
the  woman.  She  was  standing  where  I  had 
left  her,  with  her  baby  in  her  arms,  her  eyes  fol- 
lowing every  motion  of  her  husband's. 

"Come," I  said,  "into  my  room,  and  I'll  sec 
what  I  can  do  for  you." 

"And  him?"  pointing  toward  the  bed. 

"You  shall  come  back  and  see  him." 

She  followed  me  slowly,  hushing  the  wail  of 
her  half-starved  child,  but  saying  nothing  to 
me.  Indeed,  she  seemed  to  have  hardly  life 
enough  left  to  speak.  In  an  incredibly  short 
time  she  and  the  child  were  washed  and  dressed 
in  sundry  garments  of  my  own,  which,  though 
they  could  not  be  said  to  fit  in  the  most  perfect 
manner  conceivable',  especially  on  the  baby,  had 
at  least  the  advantage  of  being  clean.  After 
they  were  fed  and  rested,  I  had  for  the  first  time 
a  critical  look  at  the  woman.  Slight,  and  worn, 
as  the  Doctor  said,  to  a  shadow  ;  stooping  shoul- 
ders, consumptive  chest,  and  large,  work-worn 
hands  ;  a  very  pale  face,  one  of  the  palest  I  ever 
saw  except  in  death,  with  thin,  dark  hair  lying 
against  her  temples,  where  I  could  see  the  great 
purple  veins,  and  eyes  which  had  once  been 
brigiit  black,  but  now  were  dulled  and  sunken. 
Out  of  them,  when  they  were  raised  to  mine, 
came  a  look  so  dumb  with  suffering,  so  dark 
with  utter  hopelessness,  that  I  could  not  bear  to 
meet  it.  It  never  changed.  She  smiled  at  me 
when  I  brought  her  baby  fresh  milk  from  the 
kitchen,  or  tended  the  little  thing  while  she  ate 
herself;  she  thanked  me;  her  thin,  quavering 
voice  grown  quite  sweet  with  gratitude,  but  the 
dreariness  of  that  steady  look  never  varied  by 
so  much  as  a  momentary  gleam  of  light  or  soft- 
ness. It  reminded  me  of  a  picture  I  have  some- 
where seen,  to  which  the  artist  had  given  the 
rather  indefinite  title  of  "Desolate ;" but  which, 
nevertheless,  was  a  spirited  thing,  and  had  staid 
by  me — the  figure  of  a  woman  in  relief  against 
a  stormy  sky  ;  around  her  a  desert  beach  strewn 
with  wrecks ;  her  hair  blown  darkly  about  her 
face,  and  her  eyes  turned  to  the  waste  of  wa- 
ters :  a  lonely  sea-bird  startled  from  the  cliffs, 
dipping  into  the  foam  of  a  chilly,  green  wave 
at  her  feet,  and  behind  the  purple  line  of  water 
that  bounded  her  vision  the  setting  of  a  blood- 
red  sun. 


Perhaps  you  smile  at  my  fancy.  I  think 
the  woman  herself  might  have  done  so  had  she 
known  it.  Certainly  she  would  not  have  com- 
prehended it.  She  sat,  quietly  rocking  her  baby, 
her  hands  folded  over  its  little  fingers,  her  eyes 
on  its  face. 

"You  have  had  a  hard  journey?"  I  ques- 
tioned, gently. 

"Yes." 

"Was  it  very  long?" 

"Yes." 

She  looked  at  me  then  a  moment  without 
speaking.     I  understood  her. 

"You  Ho  not  wish  to  talk  about  it  now,"  I 
said.  "I  will  not  trouble  you  with  any  ques- 
tions." 

"Thank  you." 

She  recommenced  her  low  lullaby,  and  while 
I  stood  watching  her  somebody  knocked  at  the 
door.  It  was  Tim,  the  errand-boy.  He  de- 
livered his  message  after  his  usual  fashion,  bal- 
ancing himself  first  on  one  foot,  then  on  the 
other,  regarding  me  meanwhile  with  half-closed 
eyes,  and  giving  Ills  bushy  head  a  series  of  little 
nods  with  an  air  of  authority  peculiarly  pleasing. 

"Davy  Brown's  heart's  broke  for  his  dinner, 
an'  the.  sargint  says  his  bandages  's  come  off, 
an'  he  wants  you  double-quick  ;  an'  Pat  Mul- 
lins  he's  ben  howlin'  over  his  arm  this  hour." 

Being  serenely  conscious  tiiat  I  had  been  ab- 
sent but  twenty  minutes  I  answered  his  innu- 
endo only  by  a  withering  look,  closed  the  door 
softly,  for  my  ideas  of  babies  being  rather  vague 
I  was  not  prepared  to  state  whether  the  creaking 
of  a  latch  would  start  one  of  those  infantile 
choruses  I  live  in  such  constant  terror  of  or  not, 
so  I  thought  it  best  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  The 
hopeful  Tim  whistled  on  before  me  down  the 
stairs,  and  I  went  back  to  my  work,  with  my 
heart  for  the  first  time  deserting  my  boys,  and 
wandering  to  my  room  and  its  pale-faced  occu- 
pant. 

It  was  a  busy  afternoon.  Brown  must  have 
his  dinner,  the  howling  of  Pat  the  indefatigable 
must  be  stopped,  and  I  must  go  back  to  the  ser- 
geant's arm.  A  solitary  rebel  in  the  corner 
took  an  hour  of  my  time  for  his  bandages  and 
ablutions,  spinning  it  out  with  remonstrances  and 
complaints  so  many,  and  various,  and  profane, 
that  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  pull  the  sheet  up 
over  his  head,  tie  it  down  at  the  four  corners  of 
the  bed,  and  leave  him  there  to  struggle  and 
stifle  and  swear  at  his  own  sweet  will.  There 
was  a  favorite  drummer-boy,  too,  whose  eyes 
asked  mutely  for  help — a  little  patient  fellow 
whom  I  had  taken  into  my  heart  from  the  first 
day  he  came  to  me.  I  always  had  to  time  my- 
self when  I  was  caring  for  him,  for  fear  I  should 
be  accused  of  partiality.  Then  some  one  had 
been  awake  all  the  night  before,  and  must  be 
read  into  a  nap  ;  and  then  there  were  letters  to 
be  written,  and  medicines  to  mix  and  choke 
down  innumerable  throats,  and  windows  to  open 
and  windows  to  shut,  and  business  with  the  mat- 
ron, and  messages  to  the  doctor,  and  then  at 
last  suppers  to  get,  and  supper  to  eat. 
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My  refugee  had  found  her  way  down  again  to 
her  husband.  He  was  tossing  now  on  his  bed, 
delirious  with  the  fever.  'J'here  was  little  to  do 
for  him,  however,  and  I  saw  she  was  neither  a 
fussy  nor  an  ignorant  nurse,  but  sat  quite  still 
with  one  arm  around  her  baby  who  slept,  and 
the  other  attending  to  the  sick  man's  every  want ; 
so  I  let  her  be.  There  was  a  bit  of  a  room  next 
mine,  which  had  belonged  to  a  nurse  who  was 
off  duty,  and  home  hist  week  Avith  slow  fever. 
I  obtained  the  promise  of  this  for  her,  and  when, 
at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  I  dragged  myself  up 
stairs,  jaded  and  cross  enough,  I  found  her  there. 
I  saw  lier  through  the  open  door  witii  the  light 
of  my  dim  lamp  falling  full  on  her  bent  figure 
and  white  fiice.  She  looked  up  at  me,  silently, 
her  great  dark  eyes  followed  all  my  motions 
about  the  room.  It  gave  me  a  nameless,  un- 
comfortable feeling  that  made  me  turn  and  look 
over  my  shoulder,  when  I  went  into  the  closet, 
or  a  dark  corner.  I  began  to  have  serious  fears 
as  to  the  practicability  of  sleep  tliat  night,  with 
nothing  but  an  unbarred  door  between  me  and 
this  ghost  of  a  woman.  In  fact,  I  may  as  well 
acknowledge  that  I  am  naturally  of  a  romantic 
turn  of  mind,  and  had  anticipated  the  recital  of 
her  adventures  in  various  forms ;  as,  for  exam- 
ple, whether  she  might  be  a  spy,  or  a  Southern 
aristocrat  in  disguise,  and  I  believe  I  even  specu- 
lated upon  the  possibility  of  a  clialked  negro. 

But  when  I  turned  again,  and  saw  how  weari- 
ly she  leaned  her  head  upon  her  hand,  how 
crushed  and  hopeless  was  the  pressure  of  her  lips, 
I  forgot  every  thing  but  my  pity.  I  went  up 
and  touched  the  hand  which  lay  upon  the  baby's 
hair,  and  said  :  "  I  am  so  sorry  for  you  !" 

She  quivered  under  my  touch,  and  looked  up 
at  me,  her  lips  working  beseechingly.  Then,  I 
don't  know  how  it  was,  but  she  began  to  talk, 
and  I  listened ;  I  forgot  that  I  was  tired  and 
sleepy  ;  my  romantic  fancies  dissolved  like  the 
dew.  I  forgot  that  she  was  ignorant  and  poor. 
I  only  knew  that  she  suffered,  and  sat  quite  still 
to  hear  her  story. 

The  woman's  name  was  Mary — Mary  Rand. 
I  liked  the  name  for  her.  Do  you  remember 
some  one's  saying — Tennyson,  I  tliink — of  Mary 
the  mourner  at  Bethany,  that  her  "eyes  Avere 
homes  of  silent  prayer?"  I  thought  of  this  oft- 
en. Such  a  cry  went  up  to  God  out  of  her  mute 
look.  I  thought  it  must  ring  through  heaven. 
I  never  heard  from  the  lips  of  any  preacher  such 
a  prayer. 

She  had  lived  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
State.  Her  husband  had  done  a  small  fishing 
business  on  one  of  the  inferior  rivers,  getting 
but  a  scanty  living  for  a  wife  and  five  little  ones, 
though  a  more  honest  one  than  many  of  his  kind 
to  whom  the  South  closes  the  avenues  of  useful 
labor.  I  could  see  the  home  in  a  picture  while 
she  talked.  A  house  with  broken  roof  and 
low  doorway,  half  hidden  under  the  great  for- 
est trees,  which  stretched  out  such  giant  branch- 
es over  it,  and  cradled  it  so  quietly  all  summer 
'ong;  the  little  river  that  wound  among  the 
trees,  over  which  the  sunlight  slanted  and  the 


wind  swept  like  a  merry  song;  the  tidy  rooms 
within  tlie  house,  this  stricken  mother  then  so 
cheery  about  her  work,  turning  such  smiling 
eyes  toward  the  river  which  bore  her  husband's 
boat,  or  such  reverent  eyes  up  to  the  sky  which 
showed  so  blue  and  still  through  the  vines  about 
the  doorway,  taking  into  her  heart  such  happy 
thoughts  of  God  in  the  silence  of  this  home  He 
had  given  her;  the  children  romping  in  the  for- 
est, or  grouped  about  the  door  with  the  light  on 
their  chubby  brown  faces  and  tangled  curls,  or 
watching  the  river  turn  into  molten  gold  when 
the  sun  set,  and  they  waited  for  the  father  to 
come  home  from  work,  wading  into  the  water  to 
crowd  in  his  boat  for  a  sail  of  a  few  strokes 
length ;  then  clinging  to  him  up  the  path,  and 
into  the  house,  Avhere  supper  stood  waiting,  and 
the  mother  too.  An  humble  meal,  and  very 
poor  the  lowly  home,  but  none  the  less  dear  for 
that.  There  was  sunlight  and  love  enough  in 
it,  as  there  must  have  always  been  under  the 
sound  of  this  woman's  voice. 

The  man  had  been  loyal  from  the  first  of  the 
Avar.  This,  I  suspected,  was  OAving  to  the  Avife. 
She  had  picked  up  a  little  learning  somcAvhere — 
enough  to  spell  out  her  Bible ;  it  Avas  partly  this, 
but  more  a  certain  crude  refinement  that  assert- 
ed her  superiority.  Something  there  was  in 
this  Avoman's  soul  Avhich  spoke  like  a  voice  out 
of  the  darkness  of  all  the  circumstance  Avhich 
hemmed  her  in,  and  let  you  see  hoAv  pure  a  soul 
it  Avas,  and  Avhat  it  might  haA'e  been  if  God  had 
giA'en  it  light  to  groAv  in.       • 

So,  of  course,  she  kncAv  her  country  at  once. 

"  I  AA'asn't  goin'  to  hev  Stephen  settin  up 
agin  the  kentry,"  she  said ;  "and  by'n-by  he  see 
it  as  I  did,  fur  he's  an  honest  man  in  his  'pin- 
ions is  Stephen,  an'  he  used  ter  set  the  childern 
a  hoorayin'  fur  the  flag  ter  see  Avhich  on  'em 
could  holler  the  loudest." 

Of  course  a  harmless,  ignorant  fisherman,  Ioa'- 
ing  his  country  in  the  solitude  of  a  forest,  could 
not  be  left  long  undiscovered  and  unpunished  in 
this  chivalric  Southern  land. 

"They found  him  out  at  last,"  she  said.  "A 
Avhole  pack  on  'em  Avent  at  him  every  time  he 
Avent  to  tOAvn  Avith  fish,  and  they  didn't  giA'e  him 
no  peace ;  but  he  ncA-er  caA-ed  in  to  'em — not  a 
mite,  an'  the  more  they  Avorrited  him  the  more 
he  sot  up  fur  the  Guv'nmunt;  an'  at  last  it  come 
— Avhat  Ave'd  ben  livin'  in  fear  on  a  long  spell. 
It  Avas  one  dark  night — I  remember  hoAV  the 
Avind  Avas  hoAvlin'  like  among  the  trees — an'  Ave 
heerd  on  a  sudden  a  yellin'  like  a  pack  o'  hounds 
outside  the  door,  an'  it  bust  open,  an'  some  of- 
ficers was  there,  an'  a  gang  o'  drunken  men  be- 
hind 'em.     I  knew  to  once  Avhat  it  meant. 

* '  '  Stephen,'  says  I,  '  they've  drafted  yer.'  He 
looked  so  like  a  tiger  they  dursn't  touch  him. 
His  gun  Avas  in  the  corner,  and  I  see  him  lookin' 
at  it,  so  I  knew  as  well  as  cf  he'd  telled  me  Avhat 
ter  do ;  but  the  officers,  they'd  spied  it  out,  an' 
one  on  'em  he  held  me  so  I  couldn't  moA'e,  an' 
t'othcrs  pinted  their  pistils  on  Stephen  an'  tuk 
him  off;  he  couldn't  help  it  no  Avay.  It  made 
me  Avild-like.     I  got  aAvay  from  the  man  as  liold 
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me  with  a  great  leap,  an'  got  the  gun.  They  was 
jest  out  o'  the  door  then,  but  I  could  ha'  hit  'em. 
Stephen  turned  round  an'  see  me,  and  says  he : 

"  'Don't,  fur  God's  sake,  Mary — they'll  mur- 
der both  on  us!'  An'  then  I  couldn't  see  his 
face  fur  the  dark,  an'  I  knew  he  was  gone.  I 
fell  down  by  the  gun  all  in  a  heap  on  the  floor; 
the  childcrn  was  cryin'  an'  kissin'  of  me,  an' 
tuggin'  at  my  dress,  but  I  never  took  no  notice 
on  'em.  I  heerd  the  men  howlin'  outside,  but 
I  never  moved.  All  to  once  there  was  a  great 
red  light  out  the  winder,  an'  I  heerd  wood  crack- 
lin'  an'  smelt  smoke  in  the  bedroom,  an'  I  knew 
they'd  fired  the  house.  I  ketched  up  the  chil- 
dern — two  in  my  arms,  an'  one  on  my  should 
ders,  an'  two  pullin'  at  my  skirt — an'  run  out  o' 
the  door.  It  seemed  as  ef  a  pack  o'  wild  beasts 
was  out  thar  in  the  burnin'  light.  They  chased 
me  a  ways,  till  I  got  to  whar  the  woods  was 
thick  an'  dark  as  pitch ;  an'  at  last  I  found  they 
was  gone,  an'  I  dropped  down  in  a  tliicket  like 
as  ef  I  was  dead,  liidin'  the  childcrn  under  my 
dress.  Tliey  might  ha'  murdered  us  all.  Tlicrc 
was  wus  things  than  that  done  up  the  river  last 
week.  By'n-by,  as  nobody  come,  I  durst  look 
round.  I  heerd  the  shoutin'  a  good  ways  off, 
an'  I  see  a  great  light  on  the  sky,  an'  knew  the 
house  was  blnzin'  up.  After  a  time  it  went  out, 
an'  the  hollerin'  was  fainter,  goin'  back  ter  town. 
Then  'twas  still,  only  the  branches  creaked,  an' 
I  heerd  the  wind  blowin'  over  the  river.  The 
woods  was  dead  black,  an'  I  looked  up  to  the 
sky,  an'  there  wasn't  a  star  to  be  seen,  an'  the 
great  dew  dropped  down  like  rain.  I  huddled 
the  childcrn  up  to  me  to  keep  'em  warm  ef  I 
could,  an'  the  little  things  cried  'emscls  ter  sleep. 
They  was  very  heavy,  an'  cramped  my  arms  till 
they  was  stiff,  but  I  didn't  mind ;  an'  it  grew 
very  cold,  but  I  never  thought  on't.  I  only 
looked  up  wdiar  the  sky  was  dark,  an'  all  night 
long  I  was  prayin'  fur  my  husband. 

"When  mornin'  come  we  hid  in  the  darkest 
place  we  could  find,  an'  staid  thar  tell  the  sun 
was  jest  over  our  heads.  But  nobody  come  aft- 
er us ;  so  I  crawled  round  an'  found  some  ber- 
ries an'  a  brook  fur  the  cl^ldern  ter  drink  out 
of,  an'  I  had  two  little  ginger-cakes  in  my  pock- 
et, an'  we  lived  on  them  all  day. 

"  The  next  day  it  were  jest  the  same.  I 
never  darin'  ter  go  back,  an'  the  childcrn  cryin' 
fur  someat  ter  eat.  When  night  come  I  were 
too  faint  to  move,  fur  all  I  found  I  guv  to  them. 
I  had  dropped  down  on  the  moss,  an'  was  giv- 
in'  up  ter  die  thar,  when  all  to  once  I  heerd  a 
noise  in  the  bushes,  and  I  says,  '  O  God !  tuk 
care  on  the  childern.'  'Yes,'  says  somebody 
close  by;  'He's  sent  me  ter  tuk  care  on  'em;' 
and  I  jumped  up  with  a  great  scream,  fur  there 
was  Stephen  alive,  an'  huggin'  and  kissin'  of 
me  an'  the  childern,  an'  givin'  us  a  loaf  o'  bread 
he'd  found  nigh  the  old  place  as  he  crep'  along 
in  the  thicket  ter  get  a  look  at  the  heap  o'  ashes 
that  was  left.  An'  he  telled  us  how  he'd  runned 
from  the  fellar  as  ketched  him,  an'  we'd  hide  in 
the  woods,  an'  all  go  North  together,  whar  none 
on  'em  couldn't  touch  us. 


' '  An'  I  jes'  put  both  my  arms  round  his  neck, 
an'  I  says,  '  Stephen,  God's  guv  me  you  back, 
an'  I  doan't  ask  no  more.  I  guess  He'll  tuk 
care  on  us,  an'  we'll  go.'  I  used  ter  read  how 
He  loved  folks  as  was  in  trouble  ;  I  used  ter  be- 
lieve it — maybe  I  was  wrong,  maybe  not.  I 
doan't  know." 

She  stopped  a  moment,  some  strange,  dark 
glitter  creeping  into  her  eyes.  After  that  they 
changed  only  to  grow  more  stony ;  and  her 
voice,  as  she  went  on  with  her  story,  was  cold 
and  hard. 

"  So  we  tuk  up  with  the  woods  for  a  home, 
an'  'twere  all  the  home  we  hed  fur  three  months. 
We  dursn't  go  anigh  the  railroads,  an'  we  trav- 
eled mostly  whar  the  forest  was  loneliest,  an' 
the  swamps  a-plenty.  Thar  was  cold  nights 
too,  when  the  wind  cut  into  us,  an'  the  damp 
seemed  ter  choke  us  like  ;  an'  thar  was  rainy 
nights,  when  we  crep'  under  the  bushes,  and 
Stephen  he  allcrs  tuk  off  his  coat  ter  cover  the 
rest  on  us,  an'  thar  were  no  stoppin'  of  him  no 
way.  An'  I'd  wake  up  a-cryin'  in  my  dream, 
an'  see  his  face  while  he  slep'  lookin'  so  white 
with  the  cold,  an'  the  childern  shiverin'  all 
night  ;  an'  I'd  lay  an'  cry  an'  cry,  and  the  rain 
cried  along  with  me  on  the  leaves,  but  it  never 
stopped  fur  all  that.  Sometimes  we  found  a 
shed  or  a  barn  whar  folks  let  us  sleep,  an' 
sometimes  when  thar  warn't  no  rebel  sojers 
anigh  the  place  they'd  let  us  in  the  house. 

"But  the  starvin'  come  the  wust.  Folks 
give  us  meals  sometime,  ef  we  durst  go  out  into 
the  road  ter  hunt  up  a  house.  Then,  agin,  they 
cussed  us,  an'  shet  the  door  'cause  we  was 
'  derned  Yankees,'  yer  know.  Thar  was  a  few 
as  give  us  a  basketful  o'  victuals,  and  it  lasted 
fur  a  long  spell.  When  we  couldn't  get  nothin', 
Stephen,  he  shot  rabbits  an'  birds,  an'  we  picked 
berries,  an'  ketched  fish  ;  fur  he  wouldn't  never 
steal,  that  man  wouldn't,  ef  he  was  ter  die  fur 
it.  But  there  was  days  when  we  hadn't  nothin', 
an'  the  childern  cried  an'  teased  fur  food,  an'  I 
only  jes'  sot  an'  looked  at  'em,  an'  hadn't  nothin' 
ter  give  'em,  only  ter  hold  'em  in  my  arms,  an' 
tell  'em  ter  fold  their  little  hands  an'  say,  '  Our 
Father.'  The  poor  innocents  stopped  cryin' 
allers,  'cause  they  thought  He'd  throw  'em  down 
bread  from  heaven.  In  course  He  did  give  us 
some'at  mostly,  or  we'd  all  a  ben  under  the 
grass  ;  but  He  didn't  send  enough  ter  keep  the 
childern.  Four  on  'em  is  dead.  He  didn't 
leave  one  big  enough  ter  call  me  mother,  or  kiss 
me  with  its  little  comfortin'  ways ;  there's  no- 
body left  but  the  baby.  I  doan't  know  why  she 
stood  it,  when  the  rest  couldn't.  P'r'aps  be- 
cause I  kep'  it  under  my  shawl  mostly,  an'  it 
were  the  warmest  of  all  on  us. 

"Jack  went  fust — that  was  his  father's  boy. 
He  tuk  fever  in  them  marshes,  an'  kinder  wasted 
afore  we  knew  it.  I  went  out  ter  hunt  up  some 
supper  one  night,  an'  left  the  boy  with  Stephen. 
After  I'd  ben  a  little  ways  I  come  back  ter  say 
good-by — I  didn't  know  what  fur,  only  I  couldn't 
help  it.  He  was  lyin'  in  his  father's  arms,  an' 
he  says  :   '  When  you  come  back  with  some  sup- 
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per  sing  me  ter  sleep,  mother.'  So  I  says,  'Yes, 
Jackey,'  an'  I  leaned  over  ter  kiss  him.  *  Good- 
by,  mother,'  says  he,  an'  lie  put  up  his  little 
white  lips.  An' all  the  way  I  heerd  it — 'Good- 
by,  mother.'  It  were  like  as  ef  the  trees  kep' 
tellin'  it,  an'  the  birds  singin'  it  in  their  nests, 
an'  the  great  blow  o'  wind  that  had  come  up, 
cryin'  it  over  an'  over.  I  put  my  hands  up  to 
my  cars  not  ter  hear  it,  an'  I  runned  out  o'  the 
woods  ter  get  away  from  it ;  for  we  must  hev 
some  sui)per,  an'  it  were  safer  fur  me  ter  go  than 
Stephen — folks  didn't  notice  a  woman  so  much. 
I  found  a  bit  of  a  house  anigh  the  woods  as  give 
me  some  bread  an'  a  pail  o'  milk — they  was 
Union  folks;  an'  I  was  happy-like,  fur  Jackey 
would  like  the  milk,  yer  know.  All  the  way 
back  I  was  thinkin'  as  how  his  eyes  would 
laugh  at  the  sight  on't — pretty  eyes  they  was, 
MUs,  like  his  father's,  blue  an'  bright  like. 
Thar  was  a  great  white  moon  come  up  afore  I 
got  thar ;  an'  I  see  how  the  light  was  down  in 
the  holler  Avhar  I'd  left  him  like  a  sheet  dropped 
on  the  bushes.  Pretty  soon  I  see  'em  all — the 
childern  standin'  round  all  in  a  heap,  an'  Stephen 
settin'  on  the  ground  with  his  face  in  his  hat. 
My  heart  kinder  stood  still  all  to  once,  but  I 
walked  along.  Stephen  he  sec  me,  an'  got  up, 
an'  cortie  up  ter  me.  He  didn't  say  nothin' ; 
but  only  jes'  tuk  my  hands  an'  led  me  to  whar 
somcthin'  lay  black  an'  still  under  a  tree.  An' 
I  looked  down  an'  I  called  out  '  Jackey !  Jack- 
ey ! '  but  he  didn't  make  no  answer,  an'  I  touched 
his  little  face,  an'  all  to  once  I  knew  he  was 
dead.  I  threw  down  the  milk  an'  bread  I'd 
brought  so  fur  for  him,  an'  I  tuk  his  poor  head 
in  my  lap,  an'  held  tight  hold  uv  his  little  cold 
hands.  I  hadn't  ben  thar,  yer  see,  an'  it  come 
hard  ter  hev  him  die  without  his  mother.  I 
promised  ter  sing  him  ter  sleep,  an'  now  I  were 
too  late — he  couldn't  hear  me.  The  moon  was 
very  white,  and  I  heerd  the  childern  sobbin'  an' 
Stephen  were  callin'  uv  me  an'  kissin'  uv  me, 
but  I  couldn't  answer  him  nohow,  an'  I  couldn't 
cry.  I  doan't  know  much  how  the  night  w^ent. 
I  sat  an'  watched  the  little  shaders  from  tlie 
leaves  comin'  an'  goin'  on  the  boy's  forehead, 
an'  thought  how  they  kissed  it  like,  an'  how  he 
wouldn't  never  feel  me  kissin'  him  agin.  He 
were  sech  a  pretty  boy,  yer  know,  an'  I  never 
were  thar  to  see  him  die,  an'  I  never  sung  that 
little  song. 

"  'Twarn't  only  a  week  along  from  this  when 
Stephen  he  got  took.  He  w^ent  fur  victuals  an' 
didn't  come  home.  We  waited  fur  him  all  day 
an'  he  didn't  come,  an'  we  slep'  all  night  alone 
under  the  trees  waitin'  fur  him.  But  when 
mornin'  come  an'  no  Steplien,  I  knew  ter  once 
what  it  meant,  and  I  war  right.  Somebody  as 
knew  him  tracked  him  an'  ketchcd  him  in  a  yard 
whar  he  was  beggin'  our  breakfast.  Tiie  folks 
was  rebels  an'  guv  him  up  easy.  They  tuk  him 
along — two  officers  thar  was — nn'  got  a  good 
piece  with  him  ;  but  they  hadn't  no  han'cuffs 
an'  was  weakly  ])lantation  gentlemen.  So  he 
broke  away.  He  knocked  one  on  'em  down  an' 
tuk  his  gun  an'  runned.     T'other  feilar  he  fired 


an'  hit  Stephen  in  the  neck ;  but  Stephen  is  a 
firs'-rate  shot  an'  the  feilar  dropped  down.  I 
doan't  know  whether  he  war  hurt  bad,  but  he 
never  chased  him  any.  Stephen  crawled  back 
pretty  nigh  us,  an'  'twas  the  second  day  I  heerd 
him  groanin'  in  the  bushes.  He  was  lyin'  thar 
all  covered  with  blood  when  I  come  up.  AVe 
got  him  down  in  a  big  swamp,  an'  tliar  we  hid 
fur  a  long  spell.  We  hed  mostly  warm  nights 
while  he  were  sick,  an'  no  rain  ter  speak  on ; 
but  the  damp  was  like  pison  fur  us  all  to  be  a 
breathin'  on.  I  nussed  him  all  I  could,  'twarn't 
much  in  sech  a  i)lace,  an'  I  used  ter  crawl  out 
every  night  ter  find  food  fur  to-morrer. 

"'Twarn't  fur  as  we'd  gone  after  he'd  got 
so's  to  be  movin'  afore  the  twins  took  sick. 
They  didn't  stan'  it- long,  an'  it  were  better  fur 
'em,  poor  things !  When  I  see  'em  both  pinin' 
ter  once,  their  little  hands  so  poor  an'  white, 
an'  heerd  'em  moanin'  in  my  arms,  I  w'cre  slow 
believin'  of  it.  I  thought  it  were  enough  to  be 
lonely  fur  Jackey  all  the  nights  an'  days — to  be 
missin'  of  him  every  year,  an'  be  cryin'  fur  the 
pretty  boy  he'd  ha'  growed  ter  be.  I  never 
thought  I'd  lose  no  more — I  never  thought  on't. 
It  come  ter  me  one  night  when  the  childern  hed 
ben  sinkin'  nigh  most  the  afternoon.  We  hed 
stopped  with  'em  by  a  little  brook  whar  the 
bushes  was  thick  an'  w^arm.  On  a  sudden 
Stephen  he  called  out,  '  Mary,'  says  he,  '  they're 
goin'  ter  see  Jackey.'  I  looked  up  into  his  eyes 
an'  I  says,  '  Stephen,  it'll  kill  me.'  He  put  his 
hands  up  ter  his  face  an'  I  heerd  him  choke  like. 
'  Mary,'  says  he,  '  I  can't  comfort  yer.'  I  never 
see  him  so  afore.  Thar  hadn't  never  ben  a 
time  when  he  didn't  cheer  me  up  an'  kiss  me  ef 
any  thin'  vexed  me — I  hadn't  never  borne  the 
least  uv  a  trouble  alon'  sence  we  was  married. 
So  I  knew  how  it  cut  inter  his  heart  to  hev  the 
childern  took,  an'  how  selfish  it  war  in  me  ter 
forget  he  loved  'em  jes'  the  same  as  I  did.  I 
shet  my  lips  then  an'  never  said  another  word. 

'•So  we  sat  down  ter  see  'em  die.  The  sun 
was  settin'  like  a  great  red  ball  over  the  thicket. 
I  remember  how^  I  looked  round  an'  see  a  spar- 
row as  crep'  into  heiinest  under  the  grass.  The 
little  ones  was  chirpin'  at  her,  an'  she  was  an- 
swerin'  of  'em.  I  couldn't  bear  ter  hear  'em  no 
way.  I  thought  how  God  was  makin'  a  little 
wuthless  bird  happy,  an'  hed  forgot  me,  an  'was 
takin'  all  my  little  ones  away.  I  wouldn't 
never  hev  'em  in  my  nest  ter  sing  tu  like  she, 
I  see  every  thing  about  me  that  night.  I  re- 
member a  great  white  rock  an'  sand-bank  over 
in  the  field  standin'  out  agin'  the  sun,  an'  how 
I  thought  the  brook  looked  like  blood,  fur  the 
light  were  so  red  on't.  I  see  'em  all — I  see  'em 
over  an'  over,  an'  yet  I  doan't  think  I  tuk  my 
eyes  off  the  childern. 

"  "  Stephen  tuk  Katie,  an'  I  held  the  boy,  an* 
we  sot  tergethcr  by  the  brook  an'  see  the  night 
comin'.  We  never  said  nothin'  to  each  other, 
it  wouldn't  do  no  good,  Ef  I'd  spoke  once  I 
should  ha'  cried  out,  so  I  should  lia'  worrited 
the  little  dying  things,  I  heerd  Stephen  pray- 
in'  to  himself  over  Katie — a  sort  uv  whisperin' 
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prayer,  as  ef  he  didn't  hardly  know  he  was  say- 
in'  uv  it ;  but  I  didn't  say  none.  I  never  spoke 
tcr  God  all  night — I  dcrs'ent ;  I  might  ha'  cursed 
Ilim. 

"Dick  went  fust.  Katie  she  held  out  till 
nigh  mornin',  but  I  jes'  sot  with  the  boy  stone- 
cold  on  my  knee,  an'  never  telled  Ste])hen.  I 
see  him  bendin'  over  the  little  thing  in  his  arms, 
his  face  lookin'  so  white,  even  in  the  dark,  an' 
I  heerd  him  prayin',  '  O  God !  leave  one  on 
'cm — leave  one  'em — doan't  take  'cm  both!'  I 
couldn't  ha'  telled  him  no  way.  Katie  wore 
past  spcakin'  then  ;  but  I  could  jes'  see  her  little 
face  from  whar  I  sat.  Dick's  hands  was  close 
in  mine  ■^- 1  hadn't  never  let  go  sence  they 
growed  cold.  I  see  after  a  while  a  bit  of  light 
shinin'  in  tlie  brook,  an'  I  knew  the  stars  was 
out.  But  I  never  looked  up  at  the  sky.  He 
was  thar  as  had  taken  away  my  childern.  He 
was  so  fur  up.  I  thought  He  never  cared.  Ef 
He'd  forgot  me  'twarn't  no  use  fur  me  ter  be 
lookin'  at  His  sky  an'  sayin'  over  His  prayers. 
So  I  sat  an'  see  the  shinin'  in  the  brook  an'  the 
two  little  white  faces.  I  heerd  Mattie  hushin' 
tlie  baby  ter  sleep  whar  I'd  left  her  under  the 
bushes.  The  little  thing  crep'  up  once  an'  put 
her  warm  fingers  on  my  face  an'  kissed  me. 

"I  heerd  Katie  moanin',  an'  I  see  Stephen 
holdin'  uv  her  all  night.  When  the  fust  morn- 
in' light  come  in  through  the  trees  we  turned 
an'  looked  at  one  another,  an'  they  was  both 
dead.  We  made  'cm  two  little  graves  by  the 
brook  an'  buried  'em  thar.  Then  we  tuk  hold 
uv  hands  an'  kneeled  down  on  the  moss,  an' 
Stephen  he  prayed  scch  a  prayer  as  I  never 
heerd  afore.  It  made  me  look  up  ter  the  sky 
fur  the  fust  time  an'  see  how  blue  it  was,  an' 
how  bright  the  trees  was  in  the  sun,  an'  think 
how  they'd  be  blue  an'  bright  over  the  little  cold 
things,  jes'  the  same  when  we  was  gone,  an' 
how  we'd  leave  'em  all  alone  so  fur  behind  us. 
Then  I  cried — oh,  how  I  did  cry!  I  hadn't 
cried  afore  fur  weeks — I  got  so  frozen  like — an' 
I  hain't  dropped  a  tear  sence. 

' '  So  we  got  up  an'  stepped  over  the  brook, 
lookin'  back  ter  say  '  good-by'  to  the  little  graves, 
an'  went  on  with  Mattie  an'  the  baby.  We  come 
ter  safer  travelin'  soon,  an'  found  a  house  by  the 
road  as  tuk  us  in  an'  hid  us  up  garret  fur  a 
spell.  They  was  good  to  us,  God  bless  'em ! 
an'  guv  us  enough  to  eat ;  but  all  the  nussin' 
an'  warm  fires  was  too  late  fur  Mattie.  They 
made  a  l?ed  fur  her  up  in  the  loft,  an'  when  the 
poor  little  white  thing  put  her  arms  around  me 
and  cried  ter  go  to  sleep,  'cause  she  was  so  cold 
an'  tired,  I  knew  to  once  what  it  meant.  'Twarn't 
only  one  sort  o'  sleep  as  would  do  her  good,  so 
I  telled  she  might,  tryin'  ter  smile  an'  say  as 
how  God  would  guv  her  a  nice  nap,  I  see  her 
shot  her  eyes,  an'  I  crossed  her  little  hands,  an' 
I  telled  God  thar  warn't  nothin'  left  but  Stephen 
an'  the  baby,  an'  ef  He  was  goin'  ter  tuk  'em 
He'd  better  do  it  now  while  they  had  a  roof  to 
die  under.  But  Stephen  p'inted  tcr  the  little 
dead  thing  on  the  bed,  an'  asked  me  ef  I'd  get 
to  whar  she  was,  sayin'  scch  things  ter  Him  as 


had  tuk  her  away  from  sorrer  an'  sufferin',  an' 
made  her  a  little  angel  to  hum  with  Him  for- 
ever. So  he  put  the  baby  in  my  arms  an'  made 
me  say  a  prayer  over  after  him — he  were  allers 
the  best  on  us  both,  Stephen  were.  It  was  I 
as  learned  him  ter  read  the  Bible,  but  I  didn't 
never  remember  it  like  he.  He  tuk  it  all  to 
once  inter  his  heart,  an'  did  Avhat  it  telled  him 
fur  himself  an'  me  too.  I  keep  a  doubtin'  an' 
a  doubtin',  but  Stephen  he  takes  it  all,  Miss, 
jes'  like  a  little  child.  Well,  then  we  cut  otf 
some  uv  Mattie's  yeller  curls,  an'  he  laid  'em  in 
my  Bible,  so  when  I  wanted  ter  kiss  'em  I  had 
ter  kiss  it  too,  yer  see,  and  read  the  promise 
which  telled  me  as  how  I'd  never  be  forsook. 

"After  that  we  found  we  was  suspected  of 
bein'  thar,  an'  the  folks  couldn't  keep  us  no 
longer ;  so  we  was  off  agin — us  three  alone. 
Then  we  come  across  some  Union  sojcrs  as  tuk 
us  up  here  in  the  cars,  an'  a  chaplain  as  paid 
our  fare,  an'  so  we  come  here  this  mornin',  jNIiss. 
Stephen  he's  clean  beat  out ;  but  ef  God  hain't 
forgot  all  about  us,  an'  he  gets  well  an'  strong, 
we'll  go  ter  work  an'  get  an  honest  home.  I 
doan't  know  as  I  can  ever  call  it  home,  an'  all 
them  little  things  as  was  playin'  round  the  old 
place  by  the  river  lyin'  cold  an'  stiff  in  the 
swamps." 

Just  then  her  baby  wakened  and  began  to 
laugh  and  coo  at  her' in  its  pretty  way,  putting 
up  its  tiny  hands  to  play  about  her  face.  There 
was  something  so  warm  and  tender  and  full  of 
life  in  the  touch ;  I  saw  the  chill  melt  out  of 
her  eyes ;  I  saw  her  lips  quiver.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  tell  you  what  I  did.  I  just  went 
up  to  her,  put  both  my  arms  around  her  neck, 
and  her  head  on  my  shoulder,  and  began  to  cry. 
After  a  while  I  found  that  she  was  crying  too. 
I  knew  that  was  a  mercy  to  her ;  so  I  laid  her 
down  on  the  bed,  and  knelt  down  and  said  over 
some  little  short  prayer,  to  which  she  seemed  to 
listen.  Then  I  put  her  baby  in  her  arms,  think- 
ing it  could  comfort  her  b?st,  shut  the  door  soft- 
ly, and  went  out. 

Stephen  Rand  grew  very  sick.  Dr.  Joyce 
began  to  come  away  from  his  bedside  looking 
quite  grave.  Whatever  the  wife  saw  in  his  face 
she  did  not  comprehend,  or  else  for  some  reason 
her  own  did  not  reflect  it.  Every  day,  early 
and  late,  morning  and  night,  she  was  beside 
him,  silent  as  a  shadow,  her  patient  face  never 
turned  from  his. 

The  men  began  to  watch  for  her  as  she  came 
in  each  morning.  Soro.etimes  they  would  pass 
her  baby  round  from  cot  to  cot  for  a  plaything, 
or  they  would  send  some  cheery  message  to  her 
in  their  hearty,  soldier  fashion,  seeming  pleased 
at  her  grateful  smile.  But  as  the  days  went 
on,  and  they  saw  how  the  fever  was  burning  in 
her  husband's  eye  and  cheek,  and  caught  snatch- 
es of  the  consultations  the  Doctor  and  I  had 
over  him  out  in  the  entry,  I  noticed  how  often 
they  hushed  their  noisy  jokes  and  laughter  when 
they  looked  over  to  the  man's  corner,  and  how 
many  anxious  inquiries  for  our  refugees  met 
me  every  morning. 


760 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


It  puzzled  me  at  first  to  see  how  entirely  Na- 
ture seemed  to  have  confused  her  rules  in  the 
liearts  of  those  two.  The  man  clinging  to  her, 
resting  so  in  iicr  strengtli  and  love,  yet  fancying 
still  in  his  delirium  that  he  was  again  her  pro- 
tector in  the  dangers  of  their  forest  life  ;  taking 
with  such  a  childlike  trust  the  truths  from  the 
Bihle  she  had  taught  him  to  understand,  giving 
them  back  to  her  with  a  faith  as  ]Hire  as  a  wo- 
man's ,  yet  withal  a  brave  man,  no  coward  in 
l)rinci])le,  no  craven  in  danger. 

And  for  the  wife,  her  face,  as  I  had  first  seen 
it,  told  what  she  was.  What  we  mean  by  the 
innate  religion  of  a  woman  was  with  her  dimmed 
or  missing.  There  are  natures  which  iinist  feel 
every  wave,  and  tide,  and  current  that  pulses 
about  them — which  must  try  the  lowest  deep  be- 
fore they  can  anchor.  Once  bedded,  the  wa- 
ters from  very  depth  arc  still :  the  sea,  however 
stormy,  can  not  shake  that  which  is  sure  and 
steadfast.  Far  beyond  them,  in  shallow  waves, 
some  little  craft  will  have  anchored  in  the  sun- 
light, and  we  who  watch  that  other  tossing  in 
the  surge,  and  hear  the  cry  which  calls  from 
deep  unto  deep,  perhaps  turn  away  unpitying. 
For,  we  say,  there  seems  a  fairer  haven,  and 
they  would  not  enter  it. 

With  just  enough  intellect  to  stagger  her 
faith,  not  enough  to  root  it,  the  intensity  of  the 
life  this  woman  had  led  had  not  yet  worked  out 
its  own  fulfillment.  Looking  a  few  steps  on- 
ward to  what  was  before  her  I  trembled  for  her. 
What  chance  was  God  giving  her?  Would  lie 
not  bring  the  soothing  of  a  little  rest  into  her 
weary  days  ? 

I  used  to  Avonder  as  I  looked  up  often  at  her 
from  my  Avork,  and  saw  how  quietly  she  sat, 
"the  same  loved,  tireless  watcher,"  how  her 
husband's  eyes  followed  hers,  and  his  voice 
called  her,  how  they  clung  to  one  another — 
these  two  from  whom  God  had  taken  all  else 
but  the  knowledge  of  what  they  were  each  to 
each — I  used  to  wonder  how  she  could  bear  it 
to  have  him  go. 

Out  of  those  busy  days  I  have  saved  many 
pleasant  pictures  of  her  as  she  sat  fanning  the 
hot  air  about  the  bed,  watching  for  all  little 
cares  for  her  husband,  hushing  her  baby,  or  per- 
haps bowing  her  head,  her  lips  moving  as  if  in 
prayer.  And  I  thought  what  it  would  be  when 
for  such  tender  ofiices  no  voice  would  call  to 
her. 

Once,  I  remember,  I  was  busy  over  the  Cap- 
tain not  far  from  her,  and  I  saw  her  turn  sud- 
denly in  answer  to  her  husband's  call. 

"Mary,  whar's  the  baby?" 

"Here,  Stephen." 

She  held  up  the  little  thing  so  that  he  could 
see  it,  her  eyes  on  him,  and  not  on  tlie  child. 
He  put  up  his  thin  hand  and  touched  its  face. 

"  It's  all  we've  got  left,  Mary,  ain't  it?" 

"  Hush,  Steidicn  man !  Yer  too  sick  ter  think 
on't  now." 

"No.  I  allers  think  when  I'm  awake  the 
rest  is  better  off.  I  like  ter  think  who's  tuk 
'cm." 


"  I  doan't;"  in  a  quick,  sharp  tone. 

"]\Iary!  Mary!  yer  must.  Yer  might  tempt 
Him  ter  do  wus  things." 

Slie  made  no  answer,  but  I  could  see  her  thin 
lips  compress  suddenly,  and  I  marked  how  the 
purple  veins  were  swelling  on  her  forehead. 

Her  husband  passed  his  hand  over  the  baby's 
puny  face,  and  then  looked  up  at  her. 

"Mary,  ef  I  should  be  took — " 

She  stopped  him  with  a  low,  sharp  cry,  and 
caught  both  his  hands  in  hers. 

"  Stephen,  yer  won't,"  she  said. 

A  bit  of  sunlight  had  fallen  across  the  bed 
and  touched  the  three,  dropping  off  from  her 
dark  hair  and  her  deep-set,  glowing  eyes,  down 
on  the  sunken  face  upon  the  pillow,  and  then 
on  the  little  child,  who  saw  it  with  a  bubbling 
laugh,  and  put  up  its  hands  to  catch  the  golden 
motes  that  floated  past. 

She  caught  at  it  quickly,  as  if  it  were  a 
promise. 

"Yer've  ben  dreamin',  Stephen,"  she  said, 
with  a  nervous  laugh.  "The  sun's  come  ter 
wake  yer.  Why,  man,  yer  most  well.  I  haven't 
seen  yer  luk  so  natural-like  sence  you  Avas  sick." 

She  bent  OA'cr  Avith  a  long  look  into  her  hus- 
band's eyes,  and  pressed  her  lips  to  his.  She 
did  not  notice  that  a  cloud  had  dimmed  the 
Avarm  light  Avhich  Avas  there  but  a  moment  be- 
fore, and  that  the  face  Avhich  it  had  for  the  in- 
stant touched  Avith  a  gloAv  of  health  Avas  pallid 
again  in  the  gray  of  the  dull  afternoon. 

That  was  some  strange  contradiction  in  her 
nature — this  Avoman  Avith  the  desolate  eyes  and 
frozen  voice — Avhich,  Avhile  it  accepted  all  life  as 
Avithout  hope,  for  the  graves  Avhich  had  closed 
aboA'e  it,  yet  Avas  so  blind  to  the  fact  that  she 
stood  on  the  brink  of  another.  Clinging  so  te- 
naciously to  the  one  love  yet  left  to  her — feeling 
so  sure  that  God  could  not  take  aAvay  her  hus- 
band— Avho  could  Avake  her  from  her  dream? 
Not  I,  surely.  I  Avatchcd  her  as  the  sIoav  days 
passed — the  morning  sun,  the  tAvilight,  the  night 
that  fell  Avith  such  heavy  shadoAvs  on  the  hos- 
pital floor — finding  her  alike  Avith  that  steady 
look  in  her  eyes  and  that  firm  hand  Avhich  be- 
tokened as  yet  no  shade  of  fear  or  doubt. 

Sometimes  I  thought  a  glimpse  of  Avliat  AA-as 
coming  darkened  before  her  for  a  moment. 
There  Avas  one  day  Avhen  her  husband  had  been 
in  Avild  delirium  all  night,  and  the  morning  had 
found  him  in  a  state  of  half  stupor.  She  had 
stood  long  beside  him,  Avatching  his  aWnost  life- 
less fiice  in  silence.  I  came  up,  at  last,  and 
begged  her  to  go  doAvn  into  the  yard  Avith  me 
for  a  fcAV  moments  for  a  breath  of  fresh  air. 

She  turned  Avith  the  quick  movement  of  one 
in  Avonder  at  my  question. 

"I  can't." 

"  But  you  Avill  be  sick  yourself  if  you  breathe 
nothing  but  this  hospital  air.  The  Doctor  Avill 
look  after  your  husband  ;  and  Tim,  you  knoAV, 
calls  me  if  I  am  needed." 

"I  can't." 

"But  if  he  is  Avorsc,  and  you  can  not  then  do 
any  thing  for  him — " 
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She  caught  up  her  baby,  stooped  and  kissed 
her  husband's  forehead,  then  followed  me  with- 
out a  word.  I  led  her  out  into  the  sunlight, 
and  having  some  little  nicety  to  cook  for  one  of 
my  boys  1  left  her,  and  went  into  the  kitchen. 
I  could  see  her  through  the  windows,  pacing 
back  and  forth  under  the  two  or  three  stunted 
trees  that  grew  by  the  fence,  her  eyes  on  the 
ground,  the  bit  of  blue  sky  above  her  head,  and 
the  fresh  morning  all  about  her.  All  about  her 
— not  shrinking  from  her  dark,  uncheerful  fig- 
ure and  bloodless  face,  but  touching  them  softly 
like  a  blessing.  Back  and  forth — to  and  fro — 
I  thought  how  soon  she  would  walk  back  and 
forth,  and  to  and  fro  alone  in  a  desert  world. 

In  a  few  moments  I  went  out  to  get  the  other 
half  of  my  breath  of  air.  It  was  a  little  yard, 
but  filled  just  then  with  drying  clothes,  drying 
pans,  Irish  maids,  and  maids  of  color. 

A  pretty  mulatto  girl  stood  coquetting  with 
her  lover  over  the  fence.  A  swarm  of  little 
children  were  playing  in  the  street — black  and 
white  alike  ;  indeed,  one  was  hardly  distinguish- 
able from  the  other,  for  tliey  were  all  massed  in 
the  ditch,  deep  in  the  mysteries  of  "mud-pies." 
I  noticed,  in  fact,  that  Young  Africa  had  decid- 
edly the  advantage  as  regarded  skill  in  their 
culinary  operations  ;  and  as  for  strength  of  lung 
and  fist,  my  little  white  brethren  came  off  sec- 
ond best.  For  whicli  I  pitied  the  young  gentle- 
men, and  began  mentally  to  reconsider  the  ques- 
tion whether  I  was  an  abolitionist.  They  did 
not  form  an  unpleasant  picture,  however,  with 
the  light  on  their  merry  faces  and  gay  dress ; 
and  the  sound  of  their  happy  laughter  rang  like 
a  bell  on  the  morning  air.  Close  beside  me, 
too,  on  the  steps,  a  little  coal-black  baby,  be- 
longing to  one  of  our  wash-women,  lay  cooing 
in  the  sun,  making  sundry  demonstrations  with 
its  hands  and  feet,  as  if  it  fought  with  a  whole 
race  of  imaginary  slaveholders.  I  saw  Mary 
Rand  stoop  to  kiss  it  as  she  walked,  looking  at 
its  chubby  face  and  then  at  the  puny  little  one 
she  held  nestled  under  her  shawl.  She  stopped, 
too,  with  a  long  look  at  the  group  of  children 
in  the  street,  her  eyes  shaded  with  her  hard  so 
I  could  not  see  them.  Then  turning,  as  she 
resumed  her  walk,  to  watch  the  happy  lovers  at 
the  fence.  Yet  she  looked  upon  them  all  with 
the  apathy  with  which  we  recall  some  bright 
dream.  It  ivas  but  a  dream ;  we  wake  and  it 
is  gone.  Seeking  for  it,  we  find  only  the  silence 
of  the  night.  So  Ave  sleep  no  longer,  but  wait 
for  the  daybreak.  Well  for  us  if  it  comes.  But 
if  He  who  said  "Let  there  be  light!"  revokes 
His  decree  and  the  darkness  lingers — then,  also, 
it  is  well. 

Presently  the  noon  hour  struck,  and  the  father 
of  the  pugilistic  baby  on  the  steps  came  home 
from  work,  stopping  a  moment  to  come  in  and 
take  up  the  little  thing.  The  mother  came  out 
to  meet  him. 

"Hi,  Dan!  it  am  an  awfu'  heat  for  ye  to 
work,  dis  yere !" 

"Hot  enufF,"  replied  Dan:  "ye  look  beat 
out,  little  woman." 


He  stooped,  with  one  arm  still  around  the 
baby,  and  put  the  otlier  about  her  neck  to  kiss 
her.  The  woman  returned  the  kiss  boisterous- 
ly, but  none  the  less  lovingly  for  that,  and 
looked  up  into  his  face  with  a  hearty,  happy 
laugh.  Then  they  walked  away,  and  down  the 
street  together.  It  was  a  little  thing;  but  do 
you  not  know  that  the  smallest  knives  are  keen- 
est ?  I  turned  toward  the  quiet  figure  which 
had  been  pacing  back  and  forth.  It  was  quiet 
no  longer.  She  looked  up  at  me  quickly,  her 
whole  face  quivering.  Then  she  wrung  her 
hands  tightly  across  her  forehead,  hurried  past 
me,  and  into  the  house. 

We  had  some  busy  days  after  this.  There 
were  two  deaths  and  a  fresh  relay  of  wounded, 
among  whom  were  a  number  of  rebel  prisoners — 
whom  I  sent,  by-the-way,  to  INIrs.  Cruppins.  I 
acquit  myself  of  all  unholy  self-indulgence  in 
this  arrangement.  I  felt  that  I  was  serving  my 
country  in  sending  her  enemies  to  the  most  un- 
comfortable place  I  had  at  command. 

After  the  first  gloom  caused  by  the  two  empty 
beds  and  the  sight  of  fresh  suftering  had  passed 
away,  the  boys  rallied  from  it  into  such  a  pro- 
gramme of  jokes  and  laughter  as  quite  filled 
the  day.  I  began  to  think  they  had  forgot- 
ten their  sympathy  with  our  refugees,  and  was 
musing  upon  the  fickleness  of  human  nature 
while  I  sat  one  morning  in  a  meditative  at- 
titude before  the  kitchen  fire,  my  sleeves  roll- 
ed up,  my  eyes  fixed  reflectively  upon  a  basin 
of  arrow-root,  and  blessed  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  my  face  was  slowly  but  surely  turning 
to  ' '  celestial  rosy  red"  over  the  coals.  While 
thus  occupied  I  neglected  the  warning  of  a  fa- 
miliar whistle,  and  was  paid  for  it  by  hearing  a 
suppressed  snicker  behind  the  door,  and  feeling 
the  gaze  of  two  very  small  gray  eyes  fiistened 
upon  me  through  the  crack. 

"Cool  weather,  ain't  it?" 

The  remark  was  supposed  to  be  addressed  to 
some  invisible  infant  whom  I  could  hear  crawl- 
ing opportunely  about  in  the  same  mysterious 
corner.  The  infant  assented  by  a  scream  which 
set  every  one  of  my  nerves  on  edge. 

"Maybe  we'd  like  our  picter  took,"  rejoined 
the  Invisible. 

Again  the  infant  assented  as  before.  The 
assent  was  followed  by  the  same  results.  I 
buckled  on  my  armor  at  this.  I  took  off  my 
arrow-root  with  a  jerk,  called  indiscriminately 
on  the  various  maids  of  the  tub  and  ironing- 
board  about  me  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  music- 
al child,  repressed  a  strong  desire  to  throw  my 
steaming  gruel  at  the  eyes  behind  the  crack,  and 
marched  up  to  the  offender. 

"Tim,"  I  said,  sternly,  "is  this  you?" 

"That's  allers  ben  my  'pinion.  Miss." 

"What  do  you  wish?" 

"  Dr.  Jyce  sent  fur  you,  post  haste." 

My  desire  concerning  the  arrow-root  this  time 
got  so  far  under  way  of  fulfillment  that  I  saved 
it  and  my  dignity  only  by  a  sudden  pull,  and 
the  lucky  Tim  escaped  with  a  few  drops  on  his 
hand.     Enough,  however,  was  perhaps  as  good 
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as  a  toast,  for  he  grew  suddenly  dumb,  and  fol- 
lowed nic  meekly  uj)  the  stairs,  eying  the  while 
his  reddened  finger  with  a  thoughtful  aspect 
which  gave  me  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

The  Doctor  met  me  with  a  grave  fiicc. 

"Well?"  I  said,  stopping  short. 

"Stephen  Rand— he  can't  last  through  the 
night,  unless  there  is  some  change  I  sec  no  rea- 
son to  expect." 

"Who'll  tell  her?" 

"You  must." 

"Dr.  Joyce,"  said  I,  "  I'm  no  coward,  and  I 
never  disobey  orders  ;  but  I  wish  you'd  find  me 
a  few  moments  to  go  away  and  cry  first." 

"  Why — why,  really,"  said  this  good  man, 
wliom  I  puzzled  every  day  by  my  feminine 
developments,  "I  don't  see  how  you  can  be 
spared  just  now.  There's  the  man  who  came 
last  night  waiting  for  a  fresh  bandage  ;  and 
Jones,  and — I  don't  see  how  there's  time  just 
at  present." 

Of  course  there  wasn't.  I  knew  that  very 
well.  I  must  face  duty  if  it  put  me  in  the  front 
and  held  me  under  the  guns. 

I  found  the  boys  quite  sober  as  I  passed  along 
finishing  all  most  pressing  work,  and  jorolonging 
it,  I  am  afraid,  rather  more  than  was  necessary; 
for  which  I  expect  you  will  combat  my  asser- 
tion that  I  was  not  a  coward. 

"So  he's  going  at  last!"  the  Captain  said, 
with  a  sorrowful  glance  into  the  corner.  ' '  I — 
I  call  that  hard,  poor  thing!" 

The  sergeant  called  softly  as  I  went  by, 

"  Have  you  told  her  ?  If  it  was  my  wife — if 
I  was  you,  I'd  rather  be  under  fire  than  have  it 
to  do!" 

' '  I  say,  mum" — and  Pat,  the  warm-hearted, 
was  tugging  at  my  sleeve  with  his  one  arm — 
"I  say,  how  long'll  he  hold  out  ?" 

"Till  night." 

"  May  the  Houly  Vargin  an'  all  the  Saints 
have  marcy  on  her!"  he  ejaculated,  fervently. 
"  She's  sech  a  poor  young  critter,  shure!" 

But  the  thing  that  most  unmanned  me,  more 
than  all  the  anxious  questions  that  met  me  from 
each  bed  as  I  passed  along — the  messages  from 
Jones  and  Brown,  or  the  condescending  sympa- 
thy of  the  rebel — was  the  entreaty  of  my  little 
drummer-boy,  who  had  lain  in  agony  with  his 
wound  for  many  weeks,  and  was  himself  marked 
with  the  touch  of  that  unerring  finger  that  no 
human  care  or  love  can  parry:  an  orphan  child, 
to  whom  now  I  alone  was  a  mother,  and  so  it 
was  that  even  to  look  at  him  as  he  turned  his 
patient  face  so  mutely  on  the  pillow  brought 
the  quick  tears.  Putting  up  his  hand  into  mine 
he  said,  softly, 

"  Is  the  Chaplain  here?" 

The  Chajjlain  was  sick  that  morning,  and  so 
I  told  him. 

"  Wlio'll  pray  for  that  man?" 

"My  Ijoy,  he  isn't  afraid  to  die;  he  needs 
no  chaplain." 

"But  his  wife;  she  has  such  a  white,  white 
face!" 

I  was  silent.     I  could  not  tell  him  how  she 


needed  prayer — purer,  better  prayers  than  mine 
could  be. 

"I  remember  how  mother  felt  when  father 
died,"  he  said,  and  spoke  no  more  then,  but 
turned  his  face  quietly  away.  I  saw  that  he 
folded  his  hands,  and  I  heard  the  echo  of  a 
whisper  on  his  lips. 

I  went  up  at  last  to  Mary  Rand  and  touched 
her  shoulder. 

"I  want  to  see  you  a  moment,"  I  said. 

She  turned  with  a  look  of  surprise,  stooped  a 
moment  to  touch  her  husband's  forehead  with 
her  hand,  then  rose  and  followed  me. 

We  sat  down  under  a  large  entry  window, 
quietly.  I  remember  how  the  garish  sunlight 
played  about  her  worn  face,  and  how  the  wind 
blew  in  gusts  up  the  stairs  and  through  the  de- 
serted passage. 

"I  have  something  to  tell  you,"  I  began. 
But  there  I  stopped,  held  fast  by  the  look  in  her 
eyes.  Dark,  yet  filled  with  the  depths  of  some 
glowing  light ;  transfixed  like  one  who  asks  the 
question  on  which  hangs  an  eternity.  I  caught 
her  hand  quickly  and  held  it  in  both  of  mine. 
I  could  not  speak.     She  understood  the  answer. 

"I  know" — speaking  slowly  in  a  voice  that 
froze  me — "I  know  what  yer've  come  ter  say. 
How  long'll  they  give  him  ?" 

"The  Doctor  says  the  crisis  must  come  to- 
night." 

"  To-night."  She  repeated  the  word  slowly, 
like  one  Avhose  memory  is  becoming  treacherous. 
"To-night.  Ef  there's  a  God  in  heaven  I  hope 
He'll  remember  He's  takin'  all  I've  got  left — all 
Pve  got  left." 

Her  hand  lay  like  ice  in  mine.  She  did  not 
hear  my  words ;  she  did  not  feel  my  touch  which 
tried  to  detain  her.  She  rose  and  walked  slow- 
ly back,  with  uncertain  step,  as  if  she  walked 
in  the  dark. 

I  found  her  when  I  came  back  in  her  old  seat, 
in  the  same  attitude  of  quiet  watching,  with  the 
same  unfaltering  look,  a  shade  paler,  the  lines 
about  her  mouth  sharper,  but  her  voice,  when 
she  spoke  to  her  husband,  clear  and  low  in  its 
love  ;  and  there  was  no  cry  or  sobbing  that 
might  disturb  his  last  few  hours.  That  was  in 
the  morning.  Once  she  left  him,  to  go  to  the 
kitchen  and  feed  her  baby,  but  that  was  all. 
The  broad  noon-light  struck  at  last  in  flakes  of 
gold  upon  the  floor.  I  brought  up  a  little  din- 
ner, and  tried  gently  to  make  her  eat.  She  only 
shook  her  head,  pushing  it  away.  Through  all 
the  hot  afternoon  she  did  not  seem  to  move  her 
eyes  from  her  husband's  face.  He  was  tossing 
on  the  bed  in  frenzy,  calling  for  her,  catching 
at  her  hand,  but  still  he  did  not  recognize  her. 

Her  baby  slept  quietly  on  her  arm.  She  did 
not  seem  to  know  it,  holding  it  mechanically. 
Toward  evening  it  wakened  and  cried.  She 
paid  no  heed  to  it.  I  went  up  and  took  the 
child  gently  from  her.  Her  arm  remained  in 
the  same  position  ns  before.  I  could  hear  her 
quick,  sharp  breathing;  but  she  did  not  look  at 
me  nor  speak.  I  took  the  little  thing  away  and 
found  a  negro  girl  to  care  for  it,  v.-ondcring  as  I 
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went,  and  felt  the  clinging  hands  about  my  neck, 
whcth(!r  its  warm  touch  could  ever  comfort  her, 
and  if  God  would  not  in  mercy  take  them  both. 

The  evening  camo  at  last.  The  boys  were 
very  quiet,  and  wo  sat  watching  through  the 
windows  the  gorgeous  hues  of  purple  and  gold 
that  were  in  the  sky.  The  great  warm  sun 
(Iroj)pcd  at  length  behind  the  hills.  The  twi- 
light began  to  creep  in  at  the  windows  and  fall 
heavily  on  the  hospital  floor.  It  wrapped  her 
figure  where  she  sat,  one  white,  thin  hand  fan- 
ning her  husband,  the  other  lying  clenched  in 
her  lap,  her  head  bent  toward  the  bed  to  listen 
to  his  ravings.  Once,  when  he  had  called  her 
name  many  times,  I  saw  her  droj)  the  fan  (piick- 
ly  and,  rrccj)ing  uj),  lay  her  head  upon  his  arm 
wi^h  a  long  wail. 

"Oh,  Stcj)hon,  it's  me!  it's  ycr  wife,  Ste- 
phen!  I  hain't  never  kft  yer.  l^f  ycr'il  only 
kiss  mo  once!" 

I'erliaps  he  un<k'rstoo(l  her,  f<^r  lie  put  up  the 
hand  he  held  to  his  hot  lij)s.  She  put  her  arm 
about  his  neck  and  kissed  him  once — twice — al- 
most fiercely.  Then  she  !)uried  her  face  in  the 
clothes.  I  could  just  hoar  her  stifled  cry,  '*  Oh, 
my  God!  my  God!  my  God!"  three  limes — a 
cry  that  mailc  me  tremble.  The  evening  wore 
away.  Stej)hen  lland  lay  panting  and  weaker 
now  as  the  night  came  on. 

I  sat  watching  the  forms  about  his  bed  and 
the  flickering  of  the  newly-lighted  lamps  above 
the  faces  of  my  boys.  Now  and  then  some  one 
called  mo,  and  1  went  silently  to  meet  their 
wants.  Often  I  could  hear  a  groan  from  some 
sufferer,  or  the  Captain's  cough,  but  nearer  and 
more  distinctly  Stephen  Kami's  lal)ored  breath- 
ing, and  his  wife's  low  voice  soothing  his  deliri- 
um. Once  the  little  drummer  called  faintly  for 
some  water.  I  went  up  to  give  it  to  him.  He 
smiled  as  I  left  him,  looking  over  to  the  cornc-r. 

"I  haven't  forgotten  her,"  he  said.  So  he 
turned  away,  and  once  more  folded  his  hands. 

I  camo  back  and  sat  down  again.  I  could 
do  nothing  for  him.  His  wife  jealously  watched 
for  every  care  whicli  now  remained.  I  watched 
her  fiice,  wondering  who  would  dare  tc  comfort 
her  when  the  morning  came. 

Presently  her  husband  grew  more  quiet,  and 
fell  at  last  into  an  uneasy  slumber,  litful  and 
restless  at  first,  but  gradually  he  became  quite 
still.  The  Doctor,  with  his  finger  on  the  pulse, 
looked,  I  thought,  sarj)rised. 

"Was  it  stupor,  or  rest?  was  it  death,  or  life ? 
The  womiin's  eyes  asked  him  mutely,  but  he 
could  not  tell  her. 

The  light  fell  full  upon  her  where  she  was 
crouclied  on  the  floor  by  the  bed,  her  hands  in 
her  husband's.  Her  thin  hair  had  fallen  down 
about  her  neck  ;  her  face,  with  its  drawn  lips  and 
hueless  cheeks,  looked  more  like  death  than  the 
one  on  which  sho  gazed.  A  soft,  natural  heat 
seemed  to  color  that  at  last,  and  he  stirred  in 
his  sleep.  The  Doctor  passed  his  hand  over  the 
man's  forehead,  and  I  was  sure  his  face  bright- 
ened. 

"  Speak  to  hira,"  he  said  to  the  wife. 


She  bent  over,  with  her  hair  falling  al>out 
her  face  so  I  could  not  see  it. 

"Stephen!" 

Ho  opened  his  eyes,  and  smiled  faintly. 

' '  Whar  are  ye,  Mary  ?" 

"  Here,  Stephen !     I've  tuk  ycr  hand." 

"  Yes.  I  thought  I'd  got  tcr  go  away,  Mary. 
God's  guv  me  back  tcr  ye  !^' 

He  was  quite  himself  now — weak  as  an  in- 
fant, his  voice  scarcely  above  a  whisper,  but  nat- 
ural in  its  tone ;  and  the  hand  which  his  wife 
held  had  grown  soft  and  moist. 

She  clasped  it  tightly,  holding  it  up  against 
her  breast,  and  droi)pcd  her  face  uj)on  the  pillow 
by  his,  her  hair  falling  over  them  both.  Her 
whole  slight  frame  was  f[uivering.  No  one 
could  see  her  face.  Through  the  moments  that 
passed  before  she  spoke  her  husband  touched 
her  hair  caressingly,  and  smiled.  At  last  it 
came — a  little,  low  cry,  like  a  penitent  child. 

"  Oh,  Stephen !  He's  guv  ycr  back,  an'  I 
.won't  never  say  hard  things  on  Him  agin!  I 
thought — I  thought,  oh,  my  husband  !  I  thought 
He'd  tuk  yer,  an'  left  me  all  alone !" 

I  heard  the  sergeant's  sobs  from  the  other 
end  of  the  room ;  the  boys  who  had  sat  up  in 
bed,  holding  their  breath  to  listen,  lay  down 
again  and  turned  their  faces  to  the  wall ;  the 
Doctor  choked ;  and  as  for  me  I  ran  out  of  the 
room,  locked  myself  in  up  stairs,  and  cried  like 
a  baby  for  fifteen  minutes. 

When  I  went  to  the  drummer-boy  a  while 
after  and  touched  his  forehead  I  started  at  the 
chill.  His  hands  were  still  folded  as  when  he 
sought  from  the  orphan's  God  a  blessing  for  this 
humbled,  grateful  woman ;  and  even  while  he 
asked  he  stood  face  to  face.  She  was  a  stranger, 
but  he  took  her  in — in  to  his  pure  child's  heart ! 

Who  can  tell  what  agencies  that  prayer  set 
at  work?  Who  knows  what  she  owed  to  the 
boy  Iving  so  still  nn  1  with  such  a  smile  before 
her?' 

THE  CROW-CIIILD. 

^  riDWAY  between  a  certain  blue  lake  and 
ItX  a  deep  forest  there  once  stood  a  cottage 
called  by  its  owner  "The  Hookery." 

The  forest  shut  out  the  sunlight  and  scowled 
upon  the  ground,  breaking  with  shadows  every 
ray  that  fell,  until  only  a  few  little  pieces  lay 
scattered  about.  But  the  broad  lake  invited  all 
the  rays  to  come  and  rest  upon  her,  so  that 
sometimes  she  shone  from  shore  to  shore,  and 
the  sun  winked  and  blinked  above  her  as  though 
dazzled  by  his  own  reflection. 

The  cottage,  which  was  very  small,  had  sunny 
windows  and  dark  Mindows.  Only  from  the 
roof  coidd  you  see  the  mountains  beyond,  where 
the  light  crept  up  in  the  morning  and  down  in 
the  evening,  turning  all  the  brooks  into  silver 
as  it  passed. 

But  something  brighter  than  sunshine  used 
often  to  look  from  the  cottage  into  the  forest; 
and  something  even  more  gloomy  than  shadows 
often  glowered  from  its  windows  upon  the  sunny 
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lake.  One  was  tlic  fixce  of  little  Ruky  Lynn  ; 
and  the  other  was  his  sister's,  when  she  felt 
angry  or  ill-teini)ered. 

They  were  orphans,  Cora  and  Ruky,  living 
alone  in  the  cottage  with  an  old  uncle.  Cora — 
or  "Cor,"  as  Ruky  pronounced  it — was  nearly 
sixteen  years  old,  but  her  brother  had  seen  the 
forest  turn  yellow  only  four  times.  She  was, 
therefore,  almost  mother  and  sister  in  one.  The 
little  fellow  was  her  companion -night  and  day. 
Together  they  ate  and  slept,  and — when  Cora 
was  not  at  work  in  the  cottage — together  they 
rambled  in  the  wood,  or  floated  in  their  little 
skitf  upon  tlie  lake. 

Ruky  had  such  deep  eyes  that  Cora  said  they 
reminded  her  of  two  dark  nights  with  a  single 
star  in  each ;  and  his  hair  was  so  glossy  black 
it  made  his  cheeks  look  even  rosier  than  they 
were.  He  had  funny  motions,  too — delighted 
in  hopping  about  like  a  bird ;  and,  young  as  he 
was,  often  managed  to  mount  high  up  in  a  low- 
branching  tree  near  the  cottage,  though  he  could 
not  always  get  down  again.  Sometimes,  when 
perched  almijst  out  of  sight,  he  screamed,  "Corl 
Cor!  come,  take  me  down!"  his  sister  would 
answer,  as  she  ran  out  laughing,  "  Yes,  little 
Crow!  I'm  coming,  I'm  coming!" 

Perhaps  it  was  because  he  reminded  her  of  a 
crow  that  Cora  often  called  him  her  birdie.  She 
was  generally  kind,  except  when  a  cross  fit  came 
upon  her.  Then  she  would  scold  and  grumble 
at  him  until  he  would  steal  from  the  cottage 
door,  and,  jumping  lightly  from  the  door-step, 
seek  the  shelter  of  his  tree. 

Once  perched  safely  among  its  branches  he 
knew  she  would  finish  her  work,  forget  her  ill- 
humor,  and  be  quite  ready,  when  he  cried  "  Cor! 
Cor !"  to  come  out  laughing,  "Yes,  little  Crow ! 
I'm  coming,  I'm  coming!" 

No  one  could  help  loving  Ruky,  with  his 
quick,  affectionate  ways  ;  and  it  seemed  that 
Ruky,  in  turn,  could  not  help  loving  every  per- 
son and  thing  around  him.  He  loved  his  silent 
old  uncle,  the  bright  lake,  the  cool  forest,  and 
even  his  little  china  cup  with  red  berries  painted 
upon  it.  But  more  than  all  Ruky  loved  his 
golden-haired  sister,  and  the  great  dog,  who 
would  plunge  into  the  lake  at  the  mere  pointing 
of  his  chubby  little  finger. 

Nep  and  Ruky  talked  often  together,  and 
though  onQ  used  barks  and  the  other  words, 
there  was  a  perfect  understanding  between  them. 
Woe  to  the  straggler  that  dared  to  cross  Nep's 
path,  and  woe  to  the  bird  or  rabbit  that  ventured 
too  near! — those  great  teeth  snapped  at  their 
prey  without  even  the  warning  of  a  growl.  But 
Ruky  could  safely  pull  Nejj's  cars  or  his  tail, 
or  climb  his  great  shaggy  back,  or  even  snatch 
away  the  untasted  bone.  Still,  as  I  said  before, 
every  one  loved  the  child ;  so,  of  course,  Nep 
was  no  exception. 

One  day  Ruky's  "Cor!  Cor!"  had  sounded 
oftener  than  usual.  His  rosy  face  had  bent 
saucily  to  kiss  Cora's  upturned  forcliead,  as  she 
raised  her  arms  to  lift  him  from  the  tree  ;  but 
the  sparkle  in  his  dark  eye  had  seemed  to  kindle 


so  much  mischief  in  him  that  his  sister's  pa- 
tience became  fairly  exhausted. 

"lias  Cor  nothing  to  do  but  to  wait  upon 
?/o?/,"  she  cried,  "and  nothing  to  listen  to  but 
your  noise  and  }Our  racket?  You  shall  go  to 
bed  early  to-day,  and  then  I  shall  have  some 
peace." 

"  No,  no.  Cor.  Please  let  Ruky  wait  till  the 
stars  come.     Ruky  be  good." 

"  Hush  !  Ruky  is  bad.  He  shall  have  a  big 
whipping  when  uncle  comes  back  from  town." 

Nep  growled. 

"Ha,  ha!"  laughed  Ruky,  jerking  his  head 
saucily  from  side  to  side,  "Nep  says  'No!'" 

Nep  was  shut  out  of  the  cottage  for  his  pains, 
and  poor  Ruky  was  undressed  and  sent  supperless 
to  bed. 

He  could  not  sleep,  for  his  eyelids  were  scald- 
ed with  teais,  and  his  plaintive  "Cor,  Cor!" 
had  reached  his  sister's  ears  in  vain.  She  nev- 
er once  looked  up  from  those  gleaming  knitting- 
needles,  nor  even  gave  him  his  good-niglit  kiss. 

It  grew  late.  The  uncle  did  not  return.  At 
last  Cora,  sulky  and  weary,  locked  the  cottage 
door,  blew  out  her  candle,  and  lay  down  beside 
her  brother. 

The  poor  little  fellow  tried  to  win  a  forgiving 
word,  but  she  was  too  ill-natured  to  grant  it. 
In  vain  he  whispered,  "Cor,  Cor;"  he  even 
touched  her  hand  over  and  over  again  with  his 
lips,  hoping  she  would  turn  tOAvard  him,  and, 
with  a  loving  kiss,  murmur  as  usual, 

"Good-night,  little  birdie." 

Instead  of  this  she  jerked  her  arm  angrily 
away,  saying, 

"Oh,  stop  your  pecking  and  go  to  sleep !  I 
wish  you  were  a  crow  in  earnest,  and  then  I 
should  have  some  peace." 

After  this  Ruky  was  silent.  His  heart  drooped 
within  him  as  he  wondered  what  this  "peace" 
was  that  his  sister  wished  for  so  often,  and  Avhy 
he  must  go  away  before  it  could  come  to  her. 

Soon  Cora,  Avho  had  rejoiced  in  the  sudden 
calm,  heard  a  strange  fluttering.  In  an  instant 
she  saw  by  the  starlight  a  dark  object  wheel 
once  or  twice  in  the  air  above  her,  then  dart 
suddenly  through  the  open  window. 

Astonished  that  Ruky  had  not  either  shouted 
with  delight  at  the  strange  visitor,  or  else  clung 
to  her  neck  in  fear,  she  turned  to  sec  if  he  had 
fallen  asleep. 

No  wonder  that  she  started  up  horror-strick- 
en— Ruky  was  not  there ! 

His  empty  place  was  still  warm — perhaps  he 
had  slid  softly  from  the  bed.  With  trembling 
haste  she  lit  the  candle,  and  peered  in  every  cor- 
ner.    The  boy  was  not  to  be-  found ! 

Then  those  fearful  words  rang  in  her  ears — 
'■^  I  icish  you  were  a  crow  in  earnest !" 

Cora  rushed  to  the  door,  and  looked  out  into 
the  still  niglit. 

"  Ruky  !  Ruky !"  she  screamed. 

There  was  a  slight  stir  in  the  low-growing 
tree. 

"Ruky,  darling,  come  back!" 

"Caw,  caw!"  answered  a  harsh  voice  from 
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the  tree.  Something  black  seemed  to  spin  out 
of  it,  then  in  great  sweeping  circles  sailed  up- 
ward, until  finally  it  settled  upon  a  lofty  tree  in 
the  forest. 

"  Caw,  caw  !"  it  screamed,  fiercely. 

The  girl  shuddered,  but,  with  outstretched 
arms,  cried  out, 

"Oh,  Kuky,  if  it  is  you^  come  back  to  poor 
Cor!" 

"Caw,  cawV'  mocked  hundreds  of  voices  as 
a  shadow  like  a  thunder-cloud  rose  in  the  air. 
It  was  an  immense  flock  of  crows.  She  could 
distinguish  them  plainly  in  the  starlight,  circling 
higher  and  higher,  then  lower  and  lower,  until, 
screaming  "caw,  caw !"  they  sailed  far  off  into 
the  night. 
'  "Answer  me,  Ruky !"  she  cried. 

Nep 'growled,  the  forest  trees  whispered  busily 
together,  and  the  lake,  twinkling  with  stars,  sang 
u  lullaby  as  it  lifted  its  weary  little  waves  upon 
the  shore  :  there  was  no  other  sound. 

It  seemed  that  daylight  would  never  come ; 
but  at  last  the  trees  turned  slowly  from  black 
to  green,  and  the  lake  put  out  its  stars  one  by 
one  and  waited  for  the  sunshine. 

Cora,  ivho  had  been  wandering  restlessly  in 
every  direction,  now  went  weeping  into  the  cot- 
tage. "Poor  boy!"  she  sobbed;  "he  had  no 
supper."  Then  she  scattered  bread  crumbs  near 
the  doorway,  hoping  that  Kuky  would  come  for 
them  ;  but  only  a  few  timid  little  songsters  hov- 
ered about,  and,  while  Cora  wept,  jncked  up  the 
food  daintily,  as  though  it  burned  their  bills. 

When  she  reached  forth  her  hand,  though 
there  were  no  crows  among  them,  and  called 
"  lluky ! "  they  were  frightened  away  in  an  instant. 

Next  she  went  to  the  steep-roofed  barn,  and 
bringing  out  an  apronful  of  grain,  scattered  it 
all  around  his  favorite  tree.  Before  long,  to 
her  great  joy,  a  flock  of  crows  came  by.  They 
spied  the  grain,  and  were  soon  busily  picking  it 
up  with  their  short  feathery  bills.  One  even 
came  near  the  mo.und  where  she  sat.  Unable 
to  restrain  herself  longer,  she  knelt  down,  with 
an  imploring  cry : 

"  Oh,  Ruky,  is  this  youV 

Instantly  the  entire  flock  set  up  an  angry 
"  caw,"  and  surrounding  the  crow  who  was  hop- 
ping closer  and  closer  to  Cora,  hurried  him  ofl^", 
until  they  all  looked  like  mere  specks  against 
tlie  summer  sky.     • 

Every  day,  rainy  or  shiny,  she  scattered  the 
grain,  trembling  with  dread  lest  Nep  should 
leap  among  the  hungry  crows  and  perhaps  kill 
her  own  birdie  first.  But  Nep  knew  better; 
he  never  stirred  when  the  noisy  crowd  settled 
around  the  cottage,  except  once,  when  one  of 
them  lit  upon  his  back.  Then  he  started  up, 
wagging  his  tail,  and  barked  with  uproarious 
delight.  The  crow  flew  oft"  with  a  frightened 
"  caw,"  and  did  not  venture  near  him  again. 

Boor  Cora  felt  sure  that  this  could  be  no 
other  than  Ruky.  Oh,  if  she  only  could  have 
caught  him  then !  Berhaps  with  kisses  and 
prayers  she  might  have  won  him  back  to  Ruky's 
shape ;  but  now  the  chance  was  lost. 
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There  were  none  to  help  her;  for  the  near- 
est neighbor  dwelt  miles  away,  and  her  uncle 
had  not  yet  returned. 

After  a  while  she  remembered  the  little  cup, 
and  filling  it  with  grain  stood  it  upon  a  grassy 
mound.  When  the  crows  came  they  fought 
and  struggled  for  its  contents,  with  many  an 
angry  cry.  One  of  them  made  no  ettbrt  to 
seize  the  grain.  He  seemed  contented  to  peck 
at  the  berries  painted  upon  its  sides  as  he  hopped 
joyfully  around  it  again  and  again. 

Nep  lay  very  quiet.  Only  the  tip  of  his  tail 
twitched  wi^h  an  eager,  wistful  motion.  But 
Cora  sprang  joyfully  toward  the  bird. 

"  It  in  Ruky  !"  she  cried,  striving  to  catch  it. 

Alas !  the  cup  lay  shattered  beneath  her  hand, 
as,  with  a  taunting  "  caw,  caw,"  the  crow  joined 
its  fellows  and  flew  away. 

Soon  nearly  the  entire  flock  alighted  upon  a 
distant  border  of  the  lake. 

Some  foul  carrion  lay  there,  washed  on  shore 
by  a  recent  storm. 

The  crows  greedily  hovered  about  it,  and  by 
many  a  sweep  and  pounce  showed  their  de- 
light. 

"  Oh,  if  Ruky  should  be  among  them  !''  cried 
Cora ;  and  the  thought  j)ierced  her  heart. 

Next  gunners  came.  They  did  not  care  for 
the  crows ;  but  Cora  trembled  night  and  day. 
She  could  hear  the  sharj)  ring  of  fowling-pieces 
in  the  forest,  and  shuddered  whenever  Nej', 
pricking  up  his  ears,  darted  with  an  angry 
howl  in  the  direction  of  the  sound. 

Time  flew  by.  The  leaves  seemed  to  flash 
into  bright  colors  and  fall  off  almost  in  a  day. 
Frost  and  snow  came.  Still  the  uncle  had  not 
returned,  or,  if  he  had,  she  did  not  know  it. 
Her  brain  was  bewildered.  She  knew  not  wheth- 
er she  ate  or  slept.  Only  the  terrible  firing 
reached  her  ears,  or  that  living  black  cloud  came 
and  went  with  its  ceaseless  "caw." 

At  last,  during  a  night  of  wind  and  storm,  it 
seemed  to  Cora  that  she  must  go  forth  and  seek 
her  ])oor  bird.  "  Berhaps  he  is  freezing — dy- 
ing!"  she  cried,  springing  from  the  bed  and  cast- 
ing a  long  mantle  over  her  night-dress.  In  a 
moment  she  was  trudging  barefooted  through  the 
snow.  It  was  so  deep  she  could  scarcely  walk, 
and  the  sleet  was  driving  into  her  face ;  still 
she  kept  on,  though  hel'  numbed  feet  seemed 
scarcely  to  belong  to  her.  All  the  way  she  was 
praying  in  her  heart  and  promising  never,  never 
to  be  passionate  again  if  she  could  only  find  her 
birdie — not  Ruky  the  boy,  but  whatever  he 
might  be — she  was  willing  to  accept  her  punish- 
ment. Soon  a  faint  cry  reached  her  ear.  With 
eager  haste  she  peered  into  every  fold  of  the 
drifted  snow.  A  black  object  caught  her  eye. 
It  was  a  poor,  storm-beaten  crow  lying  there  be- 
numbed and  stiff. 

Sure  that  it  was  Ruky  she  folded  it  closely  to 
her  bosom  and  plodded  back  to  the  cottage. 
The  fire  cast  a  rosy  light  on  its  glossy  wing  as 
she  entered,  but  the  poor  thing  did  not  stir. 
Softly  stroking  and  warming  it  she  wrapped  the 
frozen  bird  in  soft  flannel  and  breathed  into  its 
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open  month.  Soon  to  her  great  relief  it  revived 
and  even  swallowed  a  few  grains  of  wheat. 

Cold  and  weary  she  cast  herself  upon  the  bed, 
still  folding  the  bird  to  her  heart.  "  It  is  all  I 
ask,"  she  sobbed,  "I  dare  not  pray  for  more." 

Suddenly  she  felt  a  peculiar  stirring.  The 
crow  seemed  to  grow  larger.  Then,  in  the  dim 
light,  she  felt  its  feathers  pressing  tenderly 
against  her  cheek.  Next,  something  soft  and 
warm  wound  itself  tenderly  about  her  neck; 
jind  she  heard  a  sweet  voice  saying, 

"Don't  cry,  Cor,  I'll  be  good." 

She  started  up.  It  was  indeed  Jier  own  dar- 
ling! The  starlight  had  faded  away.  Light- 
ing her  candle  she  looked  at  the  clock.  It  was 
just  two  hours  since  those  cruel  words  had 
fallen  from  her  lips  ! 

Sobbing,  she  asked, 

"  Have  I  been  asleep,  Ruky,  dear?" 

"I  don't  know,  Cor.  Do  people  cry  when 
they're  asleep  ?" 

"  Sometimes,  Ruky,"  clasping  him  very  close. 

*'Then  you  have  been  asleep.  But,  Cor, 
please  don't  let  uncle  whip  Ruky." 

"No,  ho,  my  birdie — I  mean  my  brother. 
Good-night,  darling!" 

"Good-night!" 

WOMAN'S  PROFESSION  DIS- 
HONORED. 

THE  delicate  constitution  and  failing  health 
of  young  girls,  the  sickness  and  sufferings 
of  mothers  and  housekeepers,  the  miserable 
quality  of  domestic  service,  the  stinted  wages 
of  seamstresses,  the  despair  of  thousands  who 
vainly  strive  for  an  honest  liviHg,  and  the  awful 
increase  of  those  who  live  by  vice,  are  more  and 
more  pressing  on  public  attention. 

What  is  the  cause  of  all  this  ?  '  The  chief 
cause  is,  that  wojnan  is  not  trained  for  her  pro- 
fession^ ivhile  that  profession  is  socially  disgraced. 

Women  are  not  trained  to  be  housekeepers, 
nor  to  be  wives,  nor  to  be  mothers,  nor  to  be 
nurses  of  young  children,  nor  to  be  nurses  of  the 
sick,  nor  to  be  seamstresses,  nor  to  be  domestics. 

And  yet  what  trade  or  profession  of  men  in- 
volves more  difficult  and  complicated  duties  than 
that  of  a  housekeeper  ?  Where  is  skill  and  sci- 
ence more  needed  than  in  the  selection,  cook- 
ing, and  economy  of  food  ?  What  wisdom  and 
self-control  are  needed  to  perform  all  the  duties 
of  a  wife !  What  can  demand  more  practical 
science  and  skill  than  the  care  of  infants  and 
young  children  ?  What  profession  of  man  re- 
quires more  knowledge  and  wisdom  than  the 
training  of  the  human  mind  at  its  most  impress- 
ible period  ?  Where  are  science  and  skill  more 
needed  than  in  woman's  post  as  nurse  of  the 
sick?  And  where  is  trained  handicraft  more 
important  than  in  making,  mending,  and  pre- 
serving the  clothing  of  a  family  ? 

And  yet  where  is  the  endowment  and  where 
is  tlie  institution  that  has  for  its  aim  the  jyrarti- 
cal  training  of  woman  for  any  one  of  these  de- 
partments of  her  sacred  profession  ? 


When  parents  are  poor,  the  daughters  are 
forced  into  considerable  practical  training  for 
future  duties,  though  many  a  mother  toils  to 
the  loss  of  health  that  her  daughters  may  have 
all  their  time  for  study  and  school. 

In  the*  more  wealthy  classes  the  young  girl  is 
subjected  to  a  constant  stimulus  of  the  brain, 
involving  certain  debility  of  nerves  and  muscles. 
Books  in  the  nursery — books  in  the  parlor — 
books  in  the  school-room  surround  her.  Her 
body  is  deformed  by  pernicious  dress,  her  stom- 
ach weakened  by  confectionery,  and  bad  food. 
She  sleeps  late  in  the  morning,  lives  more  by 
lamps  and  gas  than  sunlight,  breathing  bad  air 
in  close  rooms  or  a  crowded  school.  A  round 
of  scientific  study  and  fashionable  accomplish- 
ments alternate,  while  her  ambition  is  stimu- 
lated to  excel  in  any  thing  rather  than  her  prop- 
er business. 

School  is  succeeded  by  a  round  of  pleasurable 
excitement  till  marriage  is  secured,  and  then — 
perhaps  in  one  short  year — the  untrained  novice 
is  plunged  into  all  the  complicated  duties  of 
wife,  mother,  and  housekeeper,  aided  only  by 
domestics  as  ignorant  and  untrained  as  herself. 

What  would  a  watch-maker  be  called  who 
should  set  up  his  son  in  the  trade  when  he  had 
never  put  together  a  watch,  furnishing  only 
journeymen  and  apprentices  as  ignorant  as  his 
son  ?  If  in  addition  to  this  the  boy's  right  hand 
were  paralyzed,  he  would  be  no  more  unfit  for 
his  business  than  are  most  young  girls  of  the 
wealthy  classes,  when  starting  in  their  profession 
at  marriage. 

Then,  on  the  other  hand,  women  who  do  not 
marry,  especially  in  the  more  wealthy  class, 
have  no  profession  or  business,  and  are  as  ill- 
provided  as  men  would  be,  were  all  their  trades 
and  professions  ended,  and  nothing  left  but  the 
desultory  pursuits  of  most  single  women  who  do 
not  earn  their  living.  A  few  such  can  create 
some  new  sphere  as  authors,  artists,  or  philan- 
thropists. But  the  great  majority  live  such 
aimless  lives  as  men  would  do  were  all  their 
professions  ended. 

Almost  every  method  that  can  be  devised  to 
make  woman's  work  vulgar,  and  disagreeable, 
and  disgraceful  has  been  employed,  till  now  the 
word  "  lady"  signifies  a  woman  that  never  has 
done  any  of  the  proper  work  of  a  woman. 

Dark  and  dirty  kitchens,  mean  and  filthy 
dress,  ignorant  and  vulgar  associates,  inconven- 
ient arrangements,  poor  utensils, •^lard  and  dirty 
work,  and  ignorant  and  unreasonable  house- 
keepers—  these  are  the  attractions  offered  to 
young  girls  to  tempt  them  to  one  of  the  most 
important  departments  of  their  future  profession. 

The  care  of  infants  and  young  children  is 
made  scarcely  less  repulsive  and  oppressive,  and 
usually  is  given  to  the  young  or  the  ii:nornnt. 
Thus  the  training  of  young  children  at  the  most 
impressive  age,  tlie  providing  of  healthful  food, 
and  suitable  clothing,  and  of  most  of  home  com- 
forts are  turned  off  to  the  vulgar  and  the  igno- 
rant. A  woman  of  position  and  education  who 
should  attempt  to  earn  her  living  in  any  of 
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these  dopjirtments  of  woman's  proper  business 
would  be  regarded  with  pity  or  disgust,  and  be 
rewarded  only  with  penurious  wages  and  social 
disgrace. 

M(Kintime,  while  woman's  proper  business  is 
thus  disgraced  and  avoided,  all  the  excitements 
of  praise,  honor,  competition,  and  emolument 
are  given  to  book-learning  and  accomplishments. 
The  little  girl  who  used  to  be  rewarded  at  school 
for  sewing  neatly,  and  praised  when  she  had 
made  a  wiiole  shirt  for  her  father,  now  is  re- 
warded and  praised  only  for  geography,  gram- 
mar, and  arithmetic.  The  young  woman  in  the 
next  higher  school  goes  on  to  geometry,  algebra, 
and  Latin,  and  winds  up,  if  able  to  afford  it, 
with  French,  music,  and  drawing.  Twenty 
other  branches  are  added  to  these,  not  one  of 
them  including  any  practical  iraln'uKj  for  any 
one  of  woman's  distinctive  duties. 

The  result  is,  that  in  the  wealthy  classes  a 
woman  no  more  thinks  of  earning  her  living  in 
her  true  and  proper  jjrofession  than  her  brothers 
do  of  sccuriijg  theirs  by  burglary  or  piracy. 

This  feeling  in  the  more  wealthy  classes  de- 
scends to  those  less  favored  by  fortune.  Though 
forced  by  lack  of  means  to  some  degree  of  train- 
ing for  woman's  business,  the  daughters  of  re- 
spectable farmers  and  mechanics  never  look  for- 
ward to  earning  a  living  in  their  proper  busi- 
ness, except  as  the  last  and  most  disgraceful 
resort  of  poverty.  They  will  go  into  hot  and 
unhealthy  shops  and  mills,  and  even  into  fields 
with  men  and  boys,  rather  than  to  doing  wo- 
man's work  in  a  private  family.  Not  that,  take 
the  year  around,  they  can  make  so  much  more 
money,  but  to  avoid  the  tyranny  and  social  dis- 
grace of  living  as  a  servant  in  kitchen,  witli  all 
the  discomforts  connected  with  that  position. 
Few  except  the  negro  and  the  poorer  German 
and  Irish  will  occupy  the  place  whicli  brings  to 
respectable  and  educated  women  social  disgrace  | 
and  the  petty  tyranny  of  inexperienced  and  un- 1 
trained  housekeepers,  who  know  neither  how  to 
])erform  their  own  duties  nor  how  to  teach  in- 
comjietent  helpers  to  perform  theirs. 

Of  that  great  body  of  women  who  must  earn 
their  living,  and  yet  can  not  find  employment, 
nine-tenths  of  them  would  gain  at  least  tolera- 
ble wages  were  they  properly  trained  to  any  kind 
of  woman's  work.  But  those  who  have  attempt- 
ed to  aid  seamstresses  say  that  all  efFi^ts  fail 
because  women  are  not  taught  either  to  cut  and 
fit  or  even  to  do  plain  sewing  properly.  Neither 
are  they  trained  for  any  other  woman's  work. 
Afraid  of  the  disgrace  of  servitude,  they  throng 
to  our  great  cities  to  perish  in  vice  or  on  wages 
that  will  not  keep  soul  and  body  together. 

The  following  extract  from  Madame  Demo- 
rest's  Mln^or  of  Fas/iion  gives  the  views  of  a 
practical  woman  in  a  position  that  makes  her  a 
competent  judge : 

"  It  has  been  the  great  curse  of  American  women  that 
work — work  for  a  living — was  considered  dishonorable, 
and  only  to  be  re.-<orted  to  in  cases  of  the  direst  necessity. 
Even  then  it  must  be  cloaked  and  hooded,  and  disguised 
in  all  sorts  of  ways ;  and,  if  discovered,  apologized  for,  as 


if  a  crime  had  been  committed,  iustead  of  an  honorable 
effort  made  to  obtain  a  livelihood. 

'^It  is  this  absurd  prejudice  against  labor  which  makes 
girls  eager  to  rush  into  matruuony  witli  the  first  man  who 
makes  them  an  otfer,  be  he  who  or  what  he  may,  which 
precipitates  them,  witliout  reflection  or  thought  of  conse- 
quences, into  unions  so  unhappy  tliat  tiieir  whole  after- 
lives are  spent  in  unavailing  repentance  and  remorse.  It 
is  this  which  fills  our  streets  with  the  wretched  daughters 
of  shapie,  whicli  desolates  happy  homes,  and  if  it  does  not 
urge  to  crime,  does  to  pitiful  meanuess,  humiliating  sub- 
terfuge, and  constant  effort  to  seem  to  be  what  they  are  not. 

••^Thus  it  happens  that  in  no  department  of  busiueas 
can  competent  women  be  found  to  fulfill  the  duties  as  re- 
quired. Only  the  extremes!  necessity  will  induce  them, 
as  we  have  said,  to  obtain  employment,  and  then,  igno- 
rant though  they  may  be,  they  imagine  themselves  con- 
ferring a  favor,  and  expect  wages  that  can  only  be  paid 
to  the  most  experienced  persons. 

"Any  business  by  which  a  livelihood  can  be  obtained 
requires  industry  and  appliaition,  as  well  as  some  natural 
ability,  before  ib-Jin  be  mastered,  but  this  is  rarely  thought 
of  by  girls  or  women  who  seek  employment.  They  will 
apply  for  positions  of  the  duties  ot  which  they  are  totally 
ignoraut,  vaguely  supposing  that  they  shall  learn  some- 
how, and  quite  satisfied  if  they  succeed  in  getting  their 
pay.  Many  young  women,  indeed,  make  a  merit  of  never 
having  been  ^obliged  to  work;'  evidently  supposing  that 
the  mistre-'s  of  a  large  establishment  will  consider  herself 
honored  by  the  possibility  of  adding  to  her  corps  so  distin- 
guished a  per.Mju,  and  offer  increased  pay  in  consequence. 

'^  Feeling  no  respect  for  their  calling,  and  determined 
to  escape  from  it  at  the  first  opportunity,  girls  rarely  ac- 
quire that  proficiency  which  is  only  the  result  and  reward 
of  devotion  to  and  honest  pride  in  any  profession. 

'•  Where  such  cases  occur,  and  of  course  they  are  to  be 
found  occasionally,  they  are  sure  of  appreciation  and  sub- 
stantial encouragement,  especially  if  united  to  integrity 
of  purpose. 

''Take  a  large  dress-making  establishment,  and  imagine 
how  nuich  more  profitable  a  dozen  swift,  competent,  well- 
paid  hands  will  be  than  twice  the  number  of  slow,  igno- 
rant, ill-paid  ones,  whoso  work  has  to  be  carefully  pre- 
pared, and  half  taken  out,  and  who  can  not  be  relied  upon 
for  any  thing  but  their  blunders." 

The  system  of  our  public  schools,  especially  in 
large  towns  and  cities,  is  tending  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  female  health,  as  also  to  this  degradation 
of  woman's  profession.  A  recent  writer  in  a 
leading  Boston  ])aper  thus  describes  what  is  true 
all  over  the  nation  : 

''  Our  school  system  supposes  that  the  human  being  from 
the  age  of  five  to  fifteen  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  acquire 
by  memory  the  results  of  the  study  of  the  world  for  some 
hundred  centuries.  The  system  gives  no  fit  place  for  phys- 
ical exercise,  for  personal  observation  of  nature,  or  for 
practical  experience  in  the  himiblest  details  of  human 
life.  The  girl,  properly  educated  in  the  system  of  our 
public  schools,  when  at  the  crown  of  its  operation  at  the 
Normal  Schools,  has  only  one  hour  a  week  for  herself. 
All  the  rest  of  her  time  is  devoted  to  the  studies  of  the 
school,  and  to  the  minimum  of  exercise  by  which  life  can 
be  preserved  through  the  school's  ordeals. 

'■'■  But  we  shall  be  told  that  some  girls  of  the  lower  class- 
es in  our  grammar-schools  are  taught  a  little  sewing  in 
spite  of  a  system  which  deifies  memory.  We  are  aware 
that  a  pretended  concession  to  good  sense  is  made  in  this 
direction  by  the  employment  of  a  few  teachers  for  a  few 
hours  a  week.  We  are  aware  also,  however,  that  the 
'  experiment,'  as  it  is  always  called,  is  frowned  on  as  gross- 
ly exceptional  by  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  authorities ;  that 
only  the  smallest"  girls  avail  themselves  of  it ;  that  no 
material  for  work  is  provided,  and  that  the  results  are  in- 
definitely small.  It  answers  as  so  much  additional  re- 
cess, for  which  we  are  duly  thankful,  and  for  little  or  no- 
thing more. 

"•We  shall  be  told  again  that,  when  the  hours  of  school 
are  over,  study  is  over;  that,  in  the  girls'  schools,  the 
rules  forbid  study  at  home.     To  which  we  reply,  that  we 
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never  meet  a  company  of  school  girls  in  the  litreets  but 
they  are  lugging  more  sciiool  books  than  ought  to  answer 
the  whole  purpose  of  their  sclioul-traiuiug  ;  and  that  every 
head  of  a  family  knows  that  the  school  regulation  must  be 
systematically  disobeyed. 

"It  is  evident  that  careful  parents,  who  care  more  for 
the  health  of  their  children  than  for  their  laurels,  more 
and  more  regularly  attempt  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
public  schools. 

"  When  do  we  find  any  skillful  physician  intrusting  his 
daughters  even  to  the  best  public  schools?  Yet  there  is 
virtually  no  choice.  The  private  schools  are  worked  at  as 
high  a  pressure.  Their  teachers  are  intelligent  enough 
to  regret  it,  as  are  their  fellow-laborers  who  work  for  the 
public,  but  that  vitiated  public  sentiment  or  public  in- 
difference which  mistakes  book-learning  for  wisdom,  drives 
them  up  to  the  overwork  which,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
is  tlie  vice  of  our  whole  system. 

"On  the  other  hand,  we  constantly  hear  of  children 
withdrawn  where  the  direction  of  the  physician  is  the  rea- 
son assigned.  The  strain  on  the  whole  system  is  so  se- 
vere, just  at  the  period  of  life  when  the  physical  functions 
should  be  gaining  strength,  that  a  medal  or  a  diploma  is 
rightly  considered  poor  pay  for  epilepsy,  for  dyspepsia,  for 
typhoid  fever,  or  for  pulmonary  disease. 

"The  boys,  as  has  been  intimated,  take  this  thing  a 
good  deal  into  their  own  hands.  But  girls  can  not  "•go 
into  water,'  can  not  play  cricket  on  the  Common,  can  not 
form  drill  clubs ;  and  yet,  though  the  earlier  development 
of  women  makes  it  specially  necessary  that  we  should  re- 
lieve them  earlier  than  boys  from  school,  by  a  sort  of  fa- 
tality we  pile  upon  them  a  mass  of  additional  sciences 
which  the  boys  by  some  good  fortune  escape  from.  At 
fourteen  most  of  the  boys  throw  the  whole  thing  up.  Their 
wages  are  worth  something  to  their  parents,  or  they  them- 
selves decline  to  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  the 
schools.  Some  years  are  left  them,  therefore,  to  renew  or 
to  create  physical  vigor  before  the  age  of  growth  is  over. 

"•  The  girls  at  the  same  age  are  at  the  most  critical  pe- 
riod of  life.  The  body  is  growing  most  rapidly  ;  its  func- 
tions are  undergoing  the  most  critical  changes ;  its  organs 
are  adapting  themselves  to  the  necessities  of  womanhood; 
and  yet  at  that  precise  period  it  is  that  Ave  say  that  the 
rest  of  the  body  may  look  out  for  itself,  but  that  what  we 
care  for  is  brain,  and  nothing  but  brain.  The  blood  shall 
feed  the  brain  with  such  nutrition  as  it  can  give,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  system  may  go.  Still  we  will  not  give  ap- 
petite enough  to  endow  the  blood  tolerably ;  for  we  will 
not  give  air  or  exercise  enough  to  create  a  healthy  appe- 
tite. We  will  have  girls  who  can  explain  to  us  the  bino- 
mial theorem :  who  can  tell  us  how  many  metaphors  there 
are  in  the  '  Bugle  Song,'  and  how  many  metacarpal  bones 
they  have.  If  tliey  can  do  this  it  is  no  matter,  we  say, 
whether  their  metacarpal  bones  can  sustain  the  weight 
of  a  pail  of  water,  or  whether  they  themselves  are  ever 
fresh  enough  or  free  enough  to  have  written  for  themselves 
a  '  Bugle  Song.' 

"  Now  this  becomes  a  serious  matter  when,  as  a  genera- 
tion passes,  we  find  that  half  our  young  men  are  exempt 
from  bearing  arms  by  physical  weakness,  and  that  half  our 
young  women,  in  what  was  once  the  prime  of  life,  are  con- 
firmed invalids.  It  is  a  serious  matter  when,  for  the  class 
which  graduates  this  year  at  the  Nonnal  School,  we  find 
that  there  is  another  class,  as  large,  of  those  who  have 
dropped  out  by  the  way,  unable  to  bear  the  high  pressure 
of  the  Grammar  scliools  and  of  the  Nonnal.  Such  facts 
of  themselves  show  that  the  practice  is  as  disastrous  as  the 
system  is  absurd." 

The  results  of  boarding-schools,  as  they  have 
heen  made  known  to  the  writer,  would  make  a 
still  more  mournful  impression.  Especially  so 
in  those  great  brick  establishments  where  one, 
two,  and  three  hundred  young  girls,  at  the  most 
'■ritical  period  of  life,  are  congregated  to  be  put 
under  the  extremest  intellectual  excitement, 
without  parental  care  to  watch  and  regulate. 

God  made  woman  so  that  her  health  and  com- 
fort are  best  promoted  by  doing  the  work  she 
is  appointed  to  perform.     The  tending  of  chil- 


dren, the  house-work  of  a  family,  duly  com- 
bined with  its  sedentary  pursuits,  all  tend  to 
strengthen  and  develop  those  central  muscles 
of  the  body  that  hold  its  most  important  organs 
in  their  place. 

But  most  young  girls  grow  up  without  those 
tonic  exercises  of  the  arms,  chest,  and  trunk, 
either  at  home  or  at  school.  Instead  of  this,  a, 
weight  of  clothing  that  ought  to  be  held  by  the: 
shoulders  encircles  the  lower  part  of  the  body, 
impeding  action  in  the  most  important  sustain- 
ing muscles,  and  debilitating  ,also  by  the  heat, 
drawing  the  blood  from  other  portions.  Then 
the  central  part  of  the  body  is  compressed  by 
tight  dress  pressing  the  central  organs  on  to 
those  below,  bringing  them  into  a  condition 
similar  to  a  finger  when  bound  with  a  tight 
string,  thus  inflaming  or  debilitating  all  the 
lower  organs.  Then  the  brain  is  excited  by 
constant  intellectual  stimulus,  absorbing  to  it- 
self and  the  nerves  an  over-exciting  excess  of 
nourishment,  and  robbing  the  muscles  of  their 
normal  portion. 

Deformed  and  weakened,  the  young  girl  is 
then  sent  to  those  great  boarding  establishments, 
where  the  muscles  of  the  lower  limbs  and  spine 
are  overworked  by  the  stairs  of  three  and  four 
stories  ;  thus  again  drawing  nutriment  from  the 
central  organs.  And  when,  under  all  this,  the 
system  begins  to  fail,  then  some  scheme  of  Cal- 
isthenics comes,  in  many  instances,  to  add  to 
the  mischief  by  unscientific  and  indiscriminate 
application.  If  most  of  those  institutions  were 
labeled  aright,  they  would  read,  ^''  Hospitals  for 
the  Destruction  of  Female  Health.'''' 

If  the  public  only  knew  all  that  medical  men 
and  women  could  narrate,  especially  those  who 
conduct  health  establishments  frequented  by 
women  and  young  girls,  a  cry  of  horror  would 
go  up  more  agonized  than  the  wail  over  sons 
slaughtered  on  the  battle-field.  For  while  the 
sons  are  sacrificed  for  liberty  and  country  in- 
honorable  martyrdom,  the  daughters  are  led  as 
lambs  to  a  more  dreadful  and  disgraceful  slaugh- 
ter, or  to  a  lingering  fate  far  worse  than  death. 
The  truth  on  this  subject  can  not  be  spoken — 
can  not  be  written — for  it  is  too  dreadful  and 
disgraceful  to  be  tolerated  in  expression. 

The  census  tells  us  that  before  the  war  there 
were  in  Massachusetts  37,000  more  women  than 
men,  in  Connecticut  8000,  in  New  Hampshire 
7000,  in  New  York  11,000.  To  these  must  be 
added  the  mournful  multitudes  of  wives  and  be- 
trothed maidens  widowed  by  the  war,  and  a  large 
increase  from  this  cause  of  the  relative  female 
population  all  over  the  nation. 

What  is  to  become  of  this  multitude  of  wo- 
men who  can  not  have  homes  of  their  own,  while 
it  is  disgraceful  to  do  the  healthful  work  that 
should  ITring  them  as  honored  and  well-paid 
hel])ers  into  the  homes  of  others  ? 

These  questions  are  now  assuming  a  shape  in 
which  the  women  of  this  nation  will  be  called 
upon  to  take  some  practical  action.  There  are 
plans  being  devised  and  discussed  that  aim  to 
remedy  the  evils  here  set  forth. 
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ousiN  /\LicEs  y^mi 

[Ai.icK  B.  Haven  (known  to  the 
reading  world  as  '•'•  Cousin  Alice")  sleeps 
her  last  sleep  in  the  pretty  rural  cem- 
etery at  Kye.  A  beautiful  marble  cross  is  her 
monument,  and  upon  tlie  base  of  it  is  in- 
scribed, after  her  name  and  ace,  the  follow- 
ing text  as  suggestive  of  the  spirit  of  her  life : 
*'  Dear  ye  one  another's  burdens^  ami  so  fiilfiU  the  law 
of  Christ.''^  The  following  lines  were  written  after  a  first 
visit  to  her  grave.] 

I  SAW  her  asleep  for  the  last. 

Close-clasped  in  her  pale  hands  a  cross; 
Her  praying  and  weeping  were  past, 

But  we  stood  in  tears  for  our  loss. 

The  chaplets  lay  Avhite  on  her  brow, 
And  lilies  lay  white  on  her  breast;* 

Her  shroud  was  as  pure  as  the  snow. 
But  the  cross  her  true  beauty  expressed. 

Life's  burdens  to  bear  for  the  faint, 
Life's  sorrows  to  share  with  the  sad, 

This  sweet  service  made  her  a  saint, 

And  each  rough  cross  still  made  her  glad. 

What  else  for  a  sign  might  be  set — 
Her  wood-cloistered  grave  to  reveal. 

Than  the  cross  she  is  honoring  yet — 

Though  no  more  its  weight  she  can  feel  ? 

The  cross  at  her  grave  is  as  white 

As  that  in  her  hands'  icy  fold ; 
That  faded,  and  this  will  be  bright 

When  the  grave-j'ard  trees  are  grown  old. 

But  longer  than  gleam  of  the  stone, 
The  light  of  her  life  shall  endure ; 

By  the  cross  to  us  here  best  known. 
She  lives  by  the  cross  with  the  pure. 
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"Those  bom  in  June 
Are  worth  a  silver  spoon." 

BOTH  of  these  conditions  met  in  me.  I  was 
born  in  June ;  I  was  worth  a  silver  spoon. 

My  paternal  grandfather  was  a  millionaire  in 
his  day  and  generation  ;  but  alas  !  his  heirs  Avere 
million — figuratively  speaking,  you  know. 

As  for  me,  I  was  the  seventh  child  of  a  sev- 
enth son,  who  had  never  ceased  to  repine  that 
we  five  were  daughters,  and  thus  annihilated 
the  i)ossibility  of  tlie  philosopher's  stone  ever  be- 
coming the  splendid  ])ossession  of  our  family. 

My  mother,  a  Creole  and  a  second  wife,  died 
at  my  birth. 

"There's  another  slice  of  our  property  gone !" 
pouted  Emily,  the  eldest  at  home  since  Sophia, 
Lucy,  and  Fan  were  married,  and  when  I  was 
first  reported  to  have  sneezed,  and  so,  as  old- 
wives  say,  broken  loose  from  elfin  spell  to  run 
riot  in  a  spell  of  crying  not  so  enchanting. 

"You  needn't  fret,  miss,"  quoth  grandmam- 
ma, in  a  pet,  "I'll  provide  for  /?c?-." 

"What  will  vou  do? — leave  her  your  ])rop- 
erty?" 

"Leave  my  property !  Really,  have  I  got  so 
old  as  to  be  taunted  with  leaving  any  thing? 
Fine  time  o'  day !  However,  she  shall  have 
something,  and  sometliing  worth  waiting  for, 
provided  she  doesn't  throw  her  poor  old  grand- 
mamma's age  in  her  teeth." 

"Hem!"  retorted  this  dutiful  grand-daugh- 
ter. "And  ]irovided  she  has  any  teeth  to  re- 
ceive it!" 

"I  wonder  will  the  child  live?"  suggested 
Diana.  Diana,  not  to  be  outdone  by  the  hunt- 
ress, was  quite  full  enough  of  sentimental  moon- 
shine, and  it  was  never  the  last  quarter  with 
her. 

Shortly  after  this  Grandmamma  Engelhardt 
made  her  will,  and  I,  Dolores,  was  provided  for ; 
at  least  so  my  father  must  have  thought,  for  at 
his  death,  which  occurred  years  later,  and  some 
months  before  hers,  his  will  left  me  but  a  pit- 
tance, and  perhaps  he  thought  thereby  to  i)ropi- 
tiate  his  other  children  ofl'ended  by  his  second 
marriage,  and  who  never  seemed  inclined  to 
overlook  my  audacity  in  coming  so  inopportune- 
ly upon  this  mundane  scene.  Grandmamma, 
being  on  her  own  death-bed  at  the  same  time, 
never  knew  what  disposition  my  father  had 
made ;  and  as  I  was  too  thoughtless  or  shrink- 
ing to  tell  her,  you  may  be  sure  no  one  else 
would  take  the  trouble. 

"Never  mind,"  said  the  appeased  Emily; 
"  there's  grandmamma,  who's  going  to  give  you 
the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  in  a  nut-shell." 

"Only  you'll  have  to  borrow  Thor's  hammer 
to  crack  the  nut !"  jeered  Jerome. 

"  Jerome !  Jerome !"  from  the  warning  voice 
of  Diana,  "  never  make  game  of  the  longevity 
of  your  race,  lest  you  be  cut  off  in  the  flower  of 
youth." 

"I  leave  all  the  game  to  you,  my  dear,  it's 
your  birth-right." 
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*'  What  a  boon  it  vras  to  you  when  Di's  name 
turned  up  I"  sn;ii>)>0(l  Kniily. 

'' Yos,  the  liooii  of  a  new  moon." 

''I'm  glad  mi/  name  is  beyond  your  small  wit 
at  least." 

"True,  Emily  is  entirely  witless." 

"Many  men  have  many  minds,"  olyected  ¥j^- 
•mont.  "  You  can  confidently  say  Em-/-lie  I 
But  about  grandmamma's  nut-shell — it  may  turn 
out  a  ]>crfeet  Pandora's  box." 

"Witli  only  ho])e  at  the  bottom,  and  anger 
and  disappointment  flying  into  Dolores's  face." 

"Pll  take  care  of  my  face  and  fortune  with- 
out interference  if  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst," 
I  returned,  having  listened  long  enough  to  their 
badinage. 

"Nobody  '11  take  exception  at  that." 

"Nor  make  any !" 

At  this  juncture  the  door-bell  rang. 

"Oh  dear!"  said  Emily,  "I  hope  it's  not 
Lawrence  Holland ;"  which  was  equivalent  to 
saying.  "I  hope  it  may  be;"  while  Di  vigor- 
ously twisted  her  long  curls  that  Jerome  always 
called  her  moonbeams,  or  something  relative  to 
that  luminary. 

"Oh,  it's  one  of  Di's  victims;  she  is  getting 
her  quivers  ready." 

"It's  our  German  teacher,"  said  I. 

Jerome  nonplused  me  by  asking,  "How  do 
you  know  ?     Are  you  clairvoyant  ?" 

"  It  is  his  hour." 

"  But  there's  no  clock  in  the  room." 

"But  there  is  the  sun." 

"And  the  moon." 

"  Have  you  your  lesson,  Emily?" 

"  Heavens,  no !     Is  it  that  nuisance  ? 

make  an  excuse." 

"  '  She's  sick,  and  early  went  to  bed, 
And  scarcely  can  hold  up  her  head.' " 

"  Hush,  Egmont !  No,  tell  him  I  haven't  got 
it.  Tiiat  will  do.  Who  cares  for  their  Ger- 
man teacher?" 

Now  /did. 

"How  absurd!"  continued  Egmont.  "No- 
body docs,  of  course.  He's  nothing  but  a  ma- 
chine, wound  up  like  a  music-box,  and  warrant- 
ed to  run  two  hours  for  the  pleasure  of  the  royal 
family." 

"Precious  little  music  one  gets  from  him 
though.  His  name  chokes  me  every  time  I  at- 
tempt it." 

"What's  in  a  name ?"  sighed  Di. 

"There's  a  great  deal  in  mine — 
"•'Great  and  liigh, 
The  world  knows  only  two,  that's  Rome  and  I' — (Je-rome)." 

I  met  Mr.  Himmelsliedern  in  the  library, 

"And  Miss  Engelhardt  ?"  he  asked,  impass- 
ible as  a  statue. 

"  She  has  no  lesson  to-day." 

And  so  we  went  to  business.  Now  this  Ger- 
man teacher  of  mine  was  more  beautiful  than 
Apollo,  more  learned  than  Politian,  with  more 
fascinations  than  words  can  show,  though  he 
did  notliin:^  but  entangle  me  in  a  web  of  verbs 
and  idi(jnis,  , 

Of  wliiit  were  my  brothers  thinking  to  deliv- 
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er  me  to  the  glamour  of  his  presence?  What 
blindness  possessed  my  sisters  that  they  delayed 
to  follow  my  cxamjde?  Where  he  glanced  into 
my  book  I  marked  the  place  with  a  star,  learned 
my  lessons  like  a  seraph,  and  jecited  as  if  they 
had  been  stolen  from  me  by  a  daimon.  Well, 
we  all  see  with  our  own  eyes,  I  suj)pose,  when 
we  take  the  trouble  to  look,  and  what's  gold  to 
one  is  copper  to  another. 

One  day  a  note  came  for  Emily. 

"Holland  ?"  asked  Di,  leaning  over  her  shoul- 
der and  brushing  it  with  her  long  curls. 

"Nonsense  !"  answered  the  disappointed  one. 
"Only  the  German  teacher,  to  say  he's  too  ill 
to  come  to-day.  Bah!  what  do  I  care?  I'm 
glad  of  it ;  it  would  have  interfered  with  our 
excursion." 

Without  lingering  a  moment  she  tossed  it 
away,  and  I,  who  would  have  treasured  it  as  the 
apple  of  my  eye  had  it  been  to  me,  saw  it  flut- 
ter to  the  floor  disregarded  and  swept  out  by  the 
maid  next  morning  !  So  he  was  ill  ?  and  so 
was  I — with  disappointment.  I  declined  to  go 
on  the  excursion,  which  put  out  no  one ;  and 
when  their  backs  were  fairly  turned  I  medi- 
tated— what  ?  a  bouquet ! 

It  was  but  a  step  into  the  conservatory,  and 
there  the  flowers  awaited  me ;  I  clipped  an  im- 
perial white  camellia,  and  hid  it  behind  a  hedge 
of  delicate  heath,  where  tiny  blossoms  poised 
like  white  doves  pluming  themselves,  adding 
blush  and  tea  and  red-hearted  roses,  with  helio- 
trope and  the  touch-me-not  balls  of  the  yellow 
acacia,  and  veiled  all  behind  and  under  a  little 
atmosphere  of  light-green  feathery  ferns  ;  then 
I  w^aylaid  an  urchin  in  the  street,  and  sent  it 
nameless  to  my  German  teacher. 

Next  day  he  came  muffled  in  a  cloak,  but 
when  he  put  it  off  there  was  one  of  my  roses  in 
his  button-hole. 

"He  has  found  me  out,"  I  thought,  and 
blushed,  and  would  have  clapped  my  hands  if  I 
had  been  alone.  "  But  then  the  Germans  are 
so  fond  of  roses  that  they  salt  them ;  so,  after 
all,  perhaps  it's  only  a  nationality  in  him," 
And  I  stammered  so  with  my  lesson,  and  must 
have  looked  so  hard  at  the  bud,  that,  after  all 
was  said  and  done,  he  looked  at  me  a  second, 
unfastened  it,  and  gave  it  to  me. 

"Ah,  then,  he  doesn't  know!"  I  admired, 
deprecated,  and  at  last  acce])ted! 

"  I  have  good  store  of  them,"  he  said  ;  "  the 
world  blossomed  for  me  yesterday  !" 

I  won't  say  but  that  I  was  a  trifle  sorry  he 
hadn't  fathomed  me;  but  in  the  mean  while  here 
was  the  rose  ;  he  had  chosen  it  from  them  all  : 
he  bad  worn  it  and  given  it  to  me ;  so  I  pressed 
it  tenderly  in  a  volume  of  Goethe. 

"Well!"  said  Emily,  after  he  had  left,  she 
having  remained  stn]>elied  during  this  scene, 
"  one  would  think  you  never  had  a  rose  ])efore. 
you  handle  it  so  gingerly,  and  make  such  an  ado 
about  it;  what  do  you  want  with  that? — there 
are  far  finer  ones  in  the  conservatory." 

"Not  to  my  eye," 

Soon  after  this  grandmamma  died,  and  her 
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will  was  read.  She  left  something  to  all ;  but 
so  little  in  comparison  with  wliat  each  had  ex- 
pected, that  they  waited  m  breathless  anger  to 
hear  what  should  be  my  sliare.  "And  to  my 
beloved  grand  -  daughter,  Dolores,  one  silver 
spoon,  now  in  charge  of  the  silversmith,  Louis, 
and  to  be  delivered  upon  her  ypjdying  there- 
for." 

There  was  an  ill-suppressed  titter  from  all  but 
me  ;  it  was  now  my  turn  for  anger. 

"At  Louis's?"  said  Egmont ;  "why,  for  Heav- 
en's sake,  is  it  there?" 

*'For  Dolores's  sake,"  returned  Jerome. 

"  For  shame,  Jerome,"  said  1 ;  "it  may  stay 
there  ;  I  sliall  never  trouble  it  till  starvation 
troubles  me  !" 

The  others  said  nothing,  but  probably  thought 
the  more,  like  the  parrot. 

We  were  transhiting  Goethe  one  day.  I  went 
to  turn  a  leaf,  and  out  flew  my  pressed  rose  as 
if  it  had  borrowed  wings  of  its  lover  the  night- 
ingale. Smothering  an  exclamation  I  sprang  to 
])ick  it  up,  but  Mr.  Ilimmelsliedern  was  before 
me ;  he  held  it  in  his  palm  for  me  to  take,  and 
smiled;  not  so  did  I — the  blood  poured  like  an 
avalanche  into  my  face. 

"The  rose  ol"  the  world !"  lie  said. 

"  Which  of  them?"  inquired  Emily,  who  had 
btsen  regarding  all  with  wondering  owl's  eyes. 
He  blushed  and  laughed  softly  as  if  he  had  been 
detected. 

"Both.  The  tea-rose  is  the  rose  for  me  of 
all  the  world ! " 

"  Too  commonplace  :  one  doesn't  want  to  re- 
member gastronomy  among  flowers,"  persisted 
Emily. 

"  The  name  has  very  little  to  do  with  the  im- 
pression ;  in  this  case  I  hold  with  Shakspeare." 
And  we  returned  to  lessons. 

Leicester  Woods  was  a  famous  spot  for  pic- 
nics. There  was  a  cave  where  the  pleasurers 
sometimes  dined,  having  brought  torches  and 
disposed  them  in  the  crevices  of  its  walls  ;  there 
was  a  waterfall  that  played  like  a  timbrel  close 
by,  and  natural  bowers  and  sequestered  nooks 
"  for  whispering  lovers  made."  Wild  bewies  and 
flowers  abounded,  and  their  maze  stretched  away, 
and  seemed  to  beckon  the  wayfarer  into  the  dim, 
brooding  heart  of  the  wood.  Now,  a  picnic 
of  innumcrables  is  of  all  things  the  most  dis- 
agreeable—  you  are  bored  to  death,  tired  to 
death,  starved  to  death,  and  catch  your  death 
a-cold ;  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  nothing 
to  do  but  we  must  accept  Mrs.  Alcott's  invita- 
tion to  one,  and  die  the  death  of  the  ermuyees  ! 
Every  body  went,  and  made  believe  they  en- 
joyed it.  They  danced  and  sang,  and  ate  and 
drani^,  and  talked  nonsense,  and  punned  and 
projtosed,  and  flirted  and  jilted,  and  told  stories, 
and  did  pretty  much  as  all  such  have  done  ever 
since  the  world  began  ;  and  at  last  Avere  photo- 
graphed !  Now,  you  may  search  that  photo- 
graph forever,  and  you'll  not  find  me  there,  yet 
I  was  on  the  picnic.  Why  then?  Because  I 
dislike  tiie  universal  custom  ?  To  the  contrary, 
since  some  one  declared  "you  could  have  a  real 


beauty  taken  at  Black's,''  I  have  been  eager  to 
attempt  it.  But  for  this  reason  ;  after  luncheon, 
when  every  one  separated,  some  in  twos  and 
threes,  whither  they  would,  I  went  in  search  of 
flowers  for  my  herbarium,  followed  several  devi- 
ous ways,  and  went  further  than  I  intended  be- 
fore it  struck  me  I  had  better  retrace  my  steps; 
when,  to  my  dismay,  I  knew  not  Avhich  way  to 
take,  discovered  that  I  was  lost  and  the  day 
drawing  to  a  close.  I  tried  to  collect  myself 
and  rememl)cr  if  there  were  no  signs  by  which 
I  could  identify  my  path,  but  all  in  vain;  my 
mind  was  utterly  blank  of  all  data,  and  of  every 
thing  but  the  fact  that  I  was  lost  in  that  dread- 
ful wood  and  no  one  would  miss  me !  Then  I 
hallooed  with  all  my  might,  and  only  the  echo 
of  my  own  voice  mocked  back  at  me ;  and  the 
very  squirrels  seemed  to  stop  and  gibe  at  me — 
"Lost  your  way,  aha!"  and  a  bird  above  my 
head  whistled  "Lost!  lost!"  And  then  there 
came  to  mind  all  the  stories  I  had  ever  heard 
of  all  the  forests  imder  the  sun,  and  of  this 
one  in  particular ;  of  the  ghosts  and  goblins  and 
brigands  that  haunt  such  spots ;  and  I  shivered 
with  terror,  and  all  the  while  kept  walking  on. 
though  feeling  that  every  step  led  me  further 
from  what  I  sought ;  and  all  the  while  the  day 
kept  pace  with  me,  and  the  sun  went  down,  and 
the  woods  grew,  oh  !  so  dusky  and  full  of  shad- 
ows unfamiliar,  and  the  motlier-birds  chirped 
their  lullabies,  and  every  thing  grew  so  still  I 
could  hear  my  heart  beat. 

Overcome  with  fatigue  and  despair,  I  sat  down 
against  a  tree,  and  awaited  death  or  deliver- 
ance. Presently  there  was  a  flash  in  the  sky 
that  illuminated  the  woods  far  and  wide,  made 
every  leaf  visible  and  aglow ;  then  a  growl  fol- 
lowed, and  a  few  drops  of  rain  fell.  There  was 
going  to  be  a  shower ;  my  shawl  was  scarcely 
more  than  muslin,  but  I  drew  it  over  my  head, 
and  still  awaited.  Heart  of  man,  will  you  be- 
lieve it  ?  As  plain  as  day  I  heard  far-off  foot- 
steps !  Coming  nearer  and  nearer  they  were 
yet  far  away,  but  distinct  as  my  own  heart-beats, 
and  keeping  time  with  them.  At  first  I  bound- 
ed up,  thinking,  "It  is  some  one  seeking  me!" 
Then  the  alternative  occurred,  and  I  shrank  back 
beneath  my  shawl,  and  would  have  transformed 
myself  into  a  toad-stool  if  possible — at  least 
hoped  to  pass  for  one.  And  still  the  steps  ap- 
proached, firm  and  quick  and  even — on,  on,  and. 
Heaven  save  me,  stopped  just  under  the  lea  of 
my  tree,  some  feet  in  front  of  me !  I  held  my 
breath,  and  would  have  silenced  the  tumult  of 
my  heart ;  and  then  the  rain  fell  in  torrents, 
and  I  could  see  from  my  peep-hole  that  another 
flash  was  lighting  up  the  secret  old  forest,  di- 
vulging all  her  mysteries  in  splendid  dissolving 
views. 

Presently  my  neighbor  stepped  backward,  near- 
er the  bole  of  the  tree,  and  not  seeming  to  dis- 
cover me,  J  took  courage  and  looked  out  cau- 
tiously. He  stood  sideways  from  me,  a  large 
book  under  one  arm  and  a  rifle  over  his  shoul- 
der, gazing  intently  into  the  hollows  of  the  weird 
wood  which  the  lightning  had  betrayed. 
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Do  you  know,  fear  fled  like  a  j)hantom !  I 
clai)])Cil  my  hands  above  my  liead,  and  stepped 
forward. 

"Mr.  Himnudslicdem,"  I  said,  "didn't  you  i 
feel  a  presence  ?" 

He  started  like  one  awakened  from  sleep; 
then  held  out  his  hand  to  me, 

"  Miss  Dolores,  how  ever  came  you  here  ?"  in 
utter  astonishment.     Then  I  related. 

"Poor  child!  But  I  thought  you  were  an 
appearance  when  I  lirst  beheld  you.  Come, 
you're  soaked  through!"  And  he  wra])ped  me 
in  his  outer  coat.  "I  i)assed  the  hut  of  a  char- 
coal burner  a  little  way  back;  we  will  go  there 
and  get  dry  while  nature  is  following  suit.  -  See, 
the  storm  is  breaking  now."  But  yet  the  rain 
fell  as  if  the  windows  of  heaven  were  open. 

As  we  nearcd  the  hut,  and  its  solitary  win- 
dow shot  a  baleful  lustre  on  the  terror  without, 
it  reminded  me  of  those  forest  inns  where  be- 
nighted travelers  tind  their  end  sometimes,  about 
which  horrible  mysteries  hang  like  dank  cob- 
webs in  a  damp  cellar.  Still,  the  situation  of 
things  was  so  sweet  and  strange,  the  incidents 
so  picturesque,  the  fear  so  remote  and  beauti- 
fully vague,  that  I  came  to  consider  being  lost 
the  height  of  human  bliss! 

A  woman  carrying  a  child  opened  to  us,  and 
seated  us  before  a  blazing  wood-fire  with  a  ready 
hospitality  becoming  more  enlightened  regions. 
It  was  one  of  the  rudest  log-huts,  roomy  with- 
out division ;  a  bed  bearing  a  Job's  trouble  coun- 
terpane and  linen  white  as  milk  glimmered  in 
a  distant  corner ;  a  bureau,  a  settle,  and  rush- 
bottomed  chairs  completed  the  furniture,  while 
the  dingy  walls  were  adorned  with  glistening 
tins  and  pewter  ware  in  the  place  of  pictures. 
I  wondered  if  she  were  not  the  identical  wife  of 
the  story  who  exchanged  all  her  husband's  bur- 
ied jewels  with  a  frin-peddler  for  these  more  tell- 
ing treasures  of  a  housekeeper,  with  which  to 
decorate  her  kitchen.  This  suspicion  was  speed- 
ily dissolved  by  the  entrance  of  the  defrauded 
spouse,  >Vho,  though  perhaps  a  diamond  in  the 
rough,  certainly  needed  polish  and  a  trifle  of 
soap  and  water  to  disclose  his  virtues.  He  wel- 
comed us  with  the  voice  of  a  thunder-bolt,  dan- 
dled the  child  in  his  grimy  hands,  and  from  that 
moment  Bedlam  seemed  to  enter  upon  the  scene. 
Talk  of  a  woman's  gift  of  speech !  You  should 
have  heard  this  charcoal-burner.  His  tongue 
f.iirly  galloped.  You  would  have  supposed  it  the 
steed  that  bore  the  good  news  to  Aix,  except 
that  there  was  np  such  dcnouemoM  as  a  cessa- 
tion. He  told,  with  florid  decorations,  how  ill 
the  pit  had  1)urned  that  day;  how  a  rabbit,  the 
little  gourmand,  had  stolen  his  dinner,  and  a 
yellow-bird  had  lit  on  the  brim  of  his  hat  and 
Liken  a  berry  from  his  hand;  how  he  had  found 
tracks  of  a  bear,  and  but  for  his  gun  being  at 
home,  would  have  had  Bruin's  nose  in  his  mon- 
ey-bag and  his  skin  on  his  back — with  a  flood  of 
minor  incidents  and  witticisms  from  the  mouths 
of  his  companion-burners. 

"And  nr)w,  Dory,  whcre's  my  sui>])cr?  I'm 
as  starved  us  the  man  in  the  South  who  hain't 


cat  a  grain  since  he  burnt  his  mouth  with  that 
cold  pudding  and  porridge  !" 

"And  it's  true  you've  earnt  it  as  honest  as 
any  parson  or  speech-maker,  with  your  'tainal 
twittering — just  like  the  swallows  under  the 
eaves,  who  never  hold  their  blessed  tongues 
from  morning  ter  night!"  And  she  set  before 
him  a  sui)])er  of  pudding  and  milk. 

"Save  my  soul!"  said  he,  staring,  with  both 
hands  upraised. 

"  Sure,  that's  a  good  wish  now,"  quoth  she. 

"But  Where's  the  sausages?"  quoth  he. 

"Rover,  he  stole  'm  while  I  was  out  at  the 
spring." 

"The  thief! — Poor  fellow,  belike  he  was  hun- 
gered!" 

And  he  made  an  immediate  and  energetic 
onslaught  upon  the  pudding  and  milk.  ^My 
first  suspicion  lingered  yet.  Surely,  unless  my 
memory  cheated  me,  the  same  story  told  how 
the  dog  robbed  the  fry-pan  while  Madame  of  the 
tins  went  to  draw  ale  in  the  cellar.  Suddenly 
our  host  stopped  and  turned  to  us : 

"  Oh,  the  cursed  beggar  that  I  am  !  Sit  up, 
strangers,  and  take  a  bite.  Dory,  what  be  ye 
thinking?  Bring  the  bowls."  The  wife  hesi- 
tated ;  it  was  evident  she  had  put  her  all  at 
the  disposal  of  her  lord.  Therefore  we  declined 
with  thanks. 

"More  for  me,  then,"  said  he,  returning  to 
the  contest.     Being  now  dry,  we  rose  to  depart. 

"  Wait  a  bit,"  said  Dory,  diving  into  a  chest 
and  bringing  hence  a  shawl  of  brilliant  dyes. 

"Your  wife  had  better  wear  this;  the  trees 
drip  yet,  and  she'll  catch  cold.  I'll  trust  ye 
with  it !" 

I  wrapped  it  about  me,  my  face  the  color  of 
its  plaids,  and  stole  a  glance  at  Himmelsliedern  ; 
he  was  biting  his  lips  to  keep  from  laughing. 
We  made  our  courteous  adieux,  promising  to  re- 
turn the  shawl  next  day ;  and  the  last  glimpse  I 
had  of  the  interior  showed  the  baby  trundling  a 
silver  coin  of  some  size  across  the  floor,  and  la 
('.here  mere  rushing  to  its  rescue. 

So  we  took  our  way  through  the  forest.  The 
clouds  ftad  skurried  out  of  sight  and  left  a  deep 
illumined  cope  above,  where  moon  and  stars 
peeped  out  to  judge  if  all  were  right.  Mr.  Him- 
melsliedern knew  these  woods  by  heart;  they 
were  his  daily  haunts,  and  this  afternoon  he 
had  come  out  to  find  specimens  of  a  rare  liower 
he  had  previously  seen  here,  and  being  unsuc- 
cessful, had  got  belated  and  gone  further  than 
his  first  intention,  and  so  the  fortunate  rencontre 
came  about.  Underneatii  the  soft  moonlight 
we  were  fast  making  friendly  acquaintance,  when 
our  felicity  was  rudely  interrujjtcd  by  a  sudden 
turn  in  the  path  revealing  the  bear  of  our  char- 
coal-burner burrowing  with  the  coveted  nose  in 
the  rotten  trunk  of  a  tree. 

"Bruin  is  robbing  the  bees'  orchard!"  whis- 
pered Mr.  Himmelsliedern,  examining  his  ritle. 
"St.  Hubert!  a  great  hunter  am  I,  with  an 
unloaded  ]iicce!"  and  he  commenced  to  load, 
glancing  search ingly  at  me. 

"Arc  you  afraid,  Miss  Dolores?" 
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*'  Not  in  the  least,  only  miss  me  no  misses." 

"Not  unless  I'm  a  bungler,"  pretending  to 
7rtzsunderstand  me  ;  "but  step  behind  this  tree, 
he  may  spring." 

"If  CaQsar  hide  himself  shall  they  not  whis- 
per, '  Lo,  Cajsar  is  afraid  ?'  " 

Just  then  the  bear  detected  us,  left  his  honey- 
gatiiering  for  an  inspection,  grinned  and  showed 
his  frightful  teeth,  then  turned  about  and  walk- 
ed leisurely  out  of  sight  before  Ilimmelsliedern 
was  ready  to  relieve  him  from  providing  for  fu- 
ture hunger. 

And  at  Jast  we  reached  home,  thoroughly 
wearied,  and  the  clocks  striking  twelve.  Emily 
came  flying  forward  at  tlie  approach  of  steps. 

"Jerome!  Egmont!  home  without  her?  Oh, 
you  horrid  girl !  you've  worn  the  life  out  of  us." 

"  Very  romantic !"  she  continued,  after  hear- 
ing my  story. 

"How  soon  did  you  miss  me?"  I  asked. 

"  Not  till  we  were  at  home  ;  we  each  thought 
you  were  in  one  of  tlie  otlicr  carriages." 

"Ah,"  said  l)i,  bringing  me  her  vinaigrette^ 
"aren't  you  faint  witii  recollection?" 

"  No  ;  I'm  faint  with  hunger." 

So  we  had  a  feast,  to  which  Mr.  Ilimmelslie- 
dern rcnuiined,  relating  our  adventures  to  each 
fresh  comer,  till  I  was  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
heroine. 

"  A  tasty  shawl,"  observed  Jerome,  after  list- 
ening unusually  well  for  him.  "Do  they  grow 
in  Leicester  Wood?" 

Of  course  I  was  silly  enough  to  blush  "with 
recollection"  at  this,  instead  of  fainting. 

"It  seems  to  have  a  strong  reflecting  power," 
continued  my  persecutor. 

"One  of  the  little  wood-people  covered  me 
with  it,  as  the  robins  did  the  lost  Babes." 

That  was  an  unlucky  speech  of  mine.  You 
wouldn't  believe  it  possible,  but  after  this  night 
I  never  saw  Ilimmelsliedern  for  a  month  and 
more.  To  be  in  character,  I  went  and  had  a 
sweet  little  fever,  the  climax  of  picnic,  rain,  and 
bear.  See  if  you  catch  me  at  one  again !  But 
I  ought  to  love  picnics. 

I  made  my  first  appearance  down  stairs  unex- 
pectedly ;  the  family  were  at  tea ;  and  on  open- 
ing the  door  the  first  face  that  flashed  upon  me 
was  Ilimmelsliedern's,  where  he  was  seated  be- 
side Di,  who  was  deluging  him  with  her  senti- 
mentalities. He  rose  immediately,  brought  me 
a  seat  and  my  tea  and  toast,  and  then,  without 
paying  me  any  further  attention,  entertained  us 
all  with  fun  and  fancy  woven  together  in  an  in- 
extricable web.  It  was  worth  being  ill  to  be  so 
waited  upon. 

If  at  first  I  had  been  startled  with  his  pallor, 
I  was  now  amazed  at  his  bloom ;  if  a  twinge  of 
jealousy  had  twisted  my  heart-strings  then,  a 
flood-tide  of  belief  'submerged  it  now.  Before 
leaving  he  said  in  an  under-tone  to  me, 
.  "  I  shall  live  now." 

"I'm  sure  I  hope  so,"  said  I. 

.V  Why  ?"  . 
'Lf  Guess." 
' ' "  I'm  a  German,'  making  a  wry  face. 


"You've  been  out  long  euuii-li  to  learn  the 
custom." 

"Well,  then,  because  I  teach  well?" 

"  No  credit  to  you ;  you've  an  apt  pupil." 

"Because  I'm  a  quick  shot?" 

"  You're  wide  of  your  mark." 

"Because I  went  to  the  wood  for  a  flower  and 
found — a  bear?" 

"You  didn't  bring  it  away  with  you." 

"  Because — I  am  Max  Himmelsliedcrn  ?" 

"  You're  an  impostor!" 

Since  the  late  event  Jerome  and  Egmont  had 
taken  a  fancy  to  his  social  virtues,  and,  desiring 
that  they  should  blaze  in  their  benefit,  invited 
him  often  ;  and  so  when  I  recovered  I  found 
him  as  much  at  home  with  us  as  if  he  had  been 
a  cousin.  To  be  sure  the  result  was  that  our 
lessons  became  splendidly  irregular  and  sub- 
limely digressive ;  moreover,  they  were  a  con- 
vocation of  all  the  family.  Di  brought  her  em- 
broidery or  crochetting,  Jerome  his  cigar  and 
his  tongue  —  no  unim])ortant  instrument,  and 
Egmont  his  ears  and  appreciation ;  and  often- 
times grammar  and  translating  would  be  tossed 
aside,  we  would  go  down  to  the  water's  edge, 
find  a  boat,  and  push  off  into  the  rip})ling  river, 
while  he  sped  the  hours  with  pictures  of  the 
Khine  exhibited  by  the  magic  light  of  his  enthu- 
siasm, and  hoary  legends  of  the  Hartz  Mount- 
ains. ^ 

"There  is  something  in  having  a  fatherland," 
said  he  ;  "I  wish  you  all  shared  mine.  There 
is  much  that  is  so  grandly  historic  about  it. 
Every  inch  of  soil  seems  to  story  some  heroic 
genius ;  and  its  rivers  flow  like  poems  through 
the  land." 

"I  wish  we  were  there !"  said  I,  liecdlessly. 

"Speak  for  yourself,"  retorted  Emily,  who 
hated  traveling. 

And  I  found  I  had  spoken  for  myself 

But  then  it  was  not  always  so.  Sometimes, 
when  the  dusk  was  growing,  he  and  I  together 
stole  down  the  path  to 'the  river,  and  skimmed 
away  out  upon  its  quivering  floor  till  the  shore 
seemed  a  great  sea-monster  with  glittering  scales, 
the  light-house  a  ruby  set  in  chaos,  the  river  one 
broad  shining  street  of  enameled  silver,  while 
the  sea  thundered  its  diapason  beside  us ;  and 
pausing  thus  amidst  the  mingled  balm  of  the 
summer  night,  with  the  spirits  of  the  air  sing- 
ing the  weird  score  of  the  heaven  palpitating 
above  us,  as  if  it  fain  would  intone  its  own  har- 
mony, perhaps  we  sought  to  demonstrate  that 
theorem  of  celestial  geometry,  "The  stars  are 
thfe  apices  of  what  wonderful  triangles ! "  and 
perhaps  we  more  satisfactorily  demonstrated 
more  sublunary  things.  Be  that  as  it  may,  re- 
turning after  one  of  these  evenings,  I  found  the 
family  assembled  in  the  drawing-room,  and  told 
them  of  a  pretty  little  incident  that  had  oc- 
curred in  their  midst,  but  to  whose  beauty  they 
seemed  blind,  as  usual. 

"I'm  engaged  to — "  I  began  to  announce. 

"  To  Hoi—  Oh,  I  mean  Himmelsliedern  ?" 
interrupted  Emily. 

"Never  mind,"  put  in  Jerome,  "it's  imma- 
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terial  wliich  ;  they  both  begin  with  H.  She 
loves  her  love  with  an  H,  because  he  is  hand- 
some. Slie  has  taken  him  to  the  sign  of  tiie 
Heart,  and  treated  him  to  Herself!" 

''Dolores,  you  dent  mean  to  waste  yourself 
upon  Himnielsiiedern?"  deprecated  Di. 

"Economize  is  tlie  word  for  such  a  couple," 
answered  Emily. 

"  What  do  you  expect  to  live  on  ?"  she  added. 

"■  Mv  wits,  if  you  can  spare  them." 

"I  didn't  know  you  had  such  a  fortune." 

"Live  and  learn  !" 

"An    unprincipled    business,"    volunteered 
Jerome.      ''But  then  we  forget  the  spoon." 
"The  locks  of  six  princesses  shall  be  my  marriage  fee, 

So  heiglil   bonny  boat,  and  ho!    bonny  boat. 
"Who  comes  a-wooing  me?" 

sang  Di. 

"  It  would  be  difficult  to  say!"  returned  Jer- 
ome, ready  to  sneer  at  one  as  another. 

"  The  old  Dutch  merchants  used  to  give  a  tulip 
bulb  for  the  dower  of  a  daughter,"  Egmont  re- 
marked. 

"Then  perhaps  the  spoon  won't  be  thought  so 
meanly  of  in  the  Faderland,"  continued  my  oth- 
er affectionate  brother. 

' '  Humph !  And  to  think  that  an  Engelhardt 
should  marry  one  of  those  horrid  Germans!" 
grieved  Emily. 

" '  The  course  of  true-love  never  did  run 
smooth!'"  quoted  Di.  * 

"Except  when  it's  a  race-course  to  Gretna 
Green" — the  speaker,  of  course,  was  Jerome. 

"That's  pretty  well !"  said  I ;  " papa  hadn't 
a  drop  of  German  blood  in  his  veins,  I  suppose  ? 
Engelhardt  isn't  a  German  name,  is  it?  And 
our  ancestors  didn't  make  their  money  cheating 
the  natives,  with  one  foot  in  the  scale,  etc. !" 

"You'll  none  of  it." 

"  No.     You  resemble  them  too  much !" 

"  But  about  this  match ;  there's  many  a  hole 
in  the  skimmer,  Emily,"  quoth  Jerome,  with 
the  air  of  a  Grand  Signor. 

' '  Did  you  ever  see  the  cream  escape  ?"  I  asked. 

"  The  cream  of  the  joke  !"  said  Egmont. 

"There's  no  joke  here!"  cried  Jerome,  get- 
ting heated.      "  I  shall  put  down  my  foot !" 

"A  la  ancestors  ?"  asked  Emily. 

"You'd  better  keep  down  your  temper," 
said  I. 

"I'll  do  both!" 

"Don't  have  too  many  irons  in  the  fire  at 
once." 

"  Well,  then,  I've  got  your  money  in  my  bank, 
and  in  my  name;  so  marry  that  Dutchman. if 
you  dare  I" 

"  I  shall  marry  Himmelsliedern,  be  you  as 
much  a  rogue  as  you  please.     You  had  better 
try  to  pick  up  a  little  geography  along  with  your 
other  acquisitions,  and  learn  that  to  be  born  in 
Cologne  isn't  being  born  in  Holland ;  and  if  it 
were,  Erasmus  was  a  Dutchman." 
"From  DcAitHchhtnd  1  come, 
With  my  light  warun  all  laden, 
To  dear  happy  I'-ngiand, 
In  Huramer'8  gay  bloom!" 
piped  the  songstress  Di. 


I  kept  my  word  and  married  Max,  and  Jer- 
ome kept  his  word  and  my  money  to  boot. 
Having  put  his  foot  down  to  no  effect,  he  ex- 
pended his  spleen  in  speaking  of  us  as  the  Babes 
in  the  Wood.  Well,  it  w\is  a  brotherly  deed, 
though  he  meant  it  otherwise ;  witiiout  it  I 
might  never  have  known  the  meaning  of  ad- 
versity— never  have  known  the  value  of  a  silver 
spoon  !  That  is  well :  besides  it  might  have 
been  spent  ere  this,  whereas  now,  like  the  coral 
isles,  it  is  daily  adding  a  crumb  to  its  nucleus. 

With  what  money  Max  had  put  by  for  a  rainy 
day  he  bought  a  house — never  ejgDCcting,  he 
said,  to  use  it  for  a  sunshiny  one  instead.  An 
aunt  of  mine  furnished  it  prettily  enough. 

"Ah!  Dolores,  I  had  intended  this  money 
toward  a  fund  for  orphan  idiots !"  she  delicately 
intimated,  and  forthwith  her  bosom  became  tu- 
multuous as  ihe  crater  of  a  volcano. 

"I  don't  see  that  it  will  be  diverted  from  its 
original  channel,"  observed  Jerome. 

Max  made  a  tolerable  living  with  his  classes 
in  music  and  the  languages ;  and  then  he  had  a 
gift — or  rather,  an  ambition,  perhaps — for  sculp- 
ture. It  amused  his  idle  hours  to  model  a  little, 
and  perhaps  it  was  the  insecure  foundation  of 
many  a  Chateau  en  Espagne ;  at  least  I  know 
my  hand  and  foot  were  often  required  for  mod- 
els when  too  deeply  involved  in  domestic  con- 
cerns, and  the  loaf  of  bread  was  beforehand  in 
taking  the  cast;  and  if  the  plastic  art  of  the 
studio  was  well  represented  by  them,  that  of  the 
kitchen  scarcely  suffered  thereby. 

And  so  we  two  lived  in  an  atmosphere  of  con- 
tent, for  who  knows  whether  it  is  content  or  the 
blithe  expectancy  of  the  to-morrow  that  makes 
the  children  so  cheerful,  when — as  Dr.  Dickson 
says  all  diseases  are  intermittent — life,  that  great 
hereditary  disease  of  which  we  all  die  at  last,  its 
painless  interval  having  expired,  exhibited  its 
paroxysms  to  us? 

Max  came  home  one  day  complaining  of  his 
head,  and  the  next  he  knew  no  more  than  a 
baby  of  what  went  on  about  him  :  he  was  in  the 
delirium  of  fever ! 

Oh  what  heavy  days  and  nights!  what  a 
nightmare  of  black  draughts,  damp  cloths,  burn- 
ed vinegar,  groans  and  sighs,  weariness  and  anx- 
iety I  What  a  mockery  the  sun  became  ;  liow 
passionless  seemed  the  heavens ;  how  void  life ; 
how  dark  the  grave;  how  all  things  centred, 
themselves  in  that  one  darkened  room,  in  one 
tossing  frame,  in  the  unintelligible  murmurs  of 
a  pained  and  weakened  voice  !  And  then  the 
break  of  day,  the  sunrise  of  hope  flushing  the 
heaven  of  life  with  its  roseate  beams,  dissolving 
the  mists  of  fear  into  tears  of  joy  ! 

Convalescence  is  a  charming  state,  provided 
one  daily  expects  a  passport  hence,  and  hps  no 
pressing  calls  across  the  border  into  the  free- 
hold of  health. 

Max  Himmelsliedern  wasn't  an  easy  conva- 
lescent to  deal  with — it  was  purgatory  for  him  to 
lie  on  his  back  and  his  ])upils  deserting  him ; 
but  the  doctor  admonislied  him  that  purgatory 
was  but  a  foretaste  of  heaven  or  hell,  according 
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to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  borne.    He  would 
have  taken  health  by  storm,  but  his  superior  of- 
ficer commanded  a  siege,   believing  a  forlorn 
hope  the  inevitable  result  of  tlie  former. 
In  the  mean  while,  as  the  old  ballad  says, 
'■'■  My  purse  was  getting  low, 
Aiul  to  the  higliwjiy  I  was  forced  to  go!" 

Which,  being  modernized  and  inverted,  means 
to  the  pawnbroker's,  with  rings,  brooches,  and 
jeweled  trinkets ;  for  this  illness  had  been  a 
very  confiscation  act,  had  swallowed  sovereigns 
with  the  equanimity  of  a  cannibal  or  a  juggler! 
There  were  wines  and  jellies  and  other  delicacies 
to  be  procured  for  the  invalid,  besides  bread  and 
butter  for  the  children  ;  and  for  all  that  my  store 
of  valuables  didn't  scruple  to  exhaust  itself  nor 
the  pawnbroker  to  cheat  me,  and  accordingly 
one  day  found  me  at  my  wit's  end  and  my  mon- 
ey's too.  From  whence  siiould  arrive  tlie  next 
bottle  of  wine  or  loaf  of  bread,  not  to  mention 
butter,  was  beyond  my  arithmetical  or  financial 
calculations.  I  took  the  problem  to  bed  with  me, 
and  a  most  uncomfortable  bedfellow  it  proved  ; 
as  often  as  I  turned  it  in  my  mind  I  turned  my- 
seFf  in  my  bed,  and  management  nor  imagina- 
tion could  contrive  a  plausible  answer.  Thus 
the  nigirt  dragged  on,  and  the  dawn  crept  up 
the  horizon,  and  the  earliest  birds  sang  g  )od- 
morning  to  each  other  ;  and  just  as  from  far  and 
near  there  bubbled  uj),  as  if  out  of  the  overtiow- 
ing  heart  of  nature,  drawn  by  so;ne  incanta- 
tion of  day,  a  thousand  little  rills  of  melody,  I 
dropped  asleep ;  and  in  my  dream  grandraouier 
Engolhardt  came  to  me. 

"The  Engelhardts  were  always  a  proud  and 
willful  race,"  she  said ;  "now  that  you're  at  the 
bottom  of  your  casket,  perhaps  you  will  discover 
wiiat  is  at  the  bottom  of  your  kinsmen's  hearts ; 
at  all  events,  go  and  get  your  spoon  before  you 
starve." 

So  I  made  ray  toilet  in  my  dream,  and  de- 
parted to  Louis.  He  bustled  up  to  me  with  in- 
stant recognition. 

"Mr.  Louis,  my  grandmother  left  me  a  spoon 
here?" 

"Which  you  wish  to  carry  away  with  you? 
One  minute."  And  he  disappeared.  "Bah! 
what  a  flourish  about  a  spoon,"  I  thought.  "  I 
wonder  if  it  will  allow  of  partridges,  or  only  a 
choj) ;"  for  you  see  I  was  determined  to  die  game. 
Presently  he  came  from  an  inner  room,  bearing 
a  kid  case  that  would  have  held  the  silver  mines 
of  Peru,  I  fancied.  "  I  may  as  well  see  one  of 
the  seven  wonders,  so  long  as  it  costs  nothing," 
I  thought  again;  "but  you're  putting  yourself 
to  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  Monsieur  Louis.  My 
dinner  doesn't  lurk  in  that  cavern.  It  would  be 
like  hunting  for  a  needle  in  a  hay-mow."  All 
this  time  he  was  unhasping  it  and  examining 
the  name  on  the  lid. 

"  Thought  I  couldn't  mistake, "  he  said ;  "you 
have  never  seen  it,  madame  ?  No,  it  was  placed 
here  the  week  you  were  born ;  it's  a  superb  piece 
of  work.  One  of  the  little  figures  had  got  bent ; 
see  I  straightened  it !"  Was  the  man  insane,  or 
was  I  not  fairly  awakened  from  my  sleep  ?  said 


I  to  myself.  There,  before  me,  lay  a  large  sil- 
ver ladle  on  its  velvet  cushions,  its  bowl,  lined 
with  gold,  shining  and  reflecting  magnificently, 
its  handle  studded  with  jewels  that  glanced  like 
so  many  eyes  of  various  hues  and  meaning.  He 
lifted  it  tenderly,  and  disclosed  a  world  of  bass- 
relief  and  chasing  upon  the  underside  of  the 
bowl ;  tiny  fawns  and  satyrs,  bacchantes  and 
grape-gatherers,  reeling  under  their  baskets  of 
fruit,  and  every  symbol  of  wine  and  the  revel 
that  an  exuberant  imagination  could  invent ; 
while  at  the  brim  a  bird,  in  wrought  silver, 
poised  to  taste ;  a  bee  hovered  there,  lured  by  the 
fragrance  ;  a  girl  dipjjcd  with  her  bucket  below, 
and  a  little  urchin  paddled  with  his  feet  inside. 
Vine  tendrils  that  had  wreathed  the  cup  with  glis- 
tening leaves  intertwined  and  formed  the  handle, 
dropping  here  and  there  a  bunch  of  grapes,  each 
an  amythest  or  chrysolite,  and  terminating  at 
the  top  in  an  oval  surrounded  with  diamonds 
and  bearing  the  'scutcheon  of  the  De  Veres. 

I  thought  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  that 
Emily  had  suggested  as  grandmamma's  gift ; 
and  if /was  silent,  Louis  was  voluble. 

"It  is  very  old,  I  understand — an  heir-loom. 
Ah,  madame !  it  is  worth  a  fortune.  Your  grand- 
mother has  told  me  of  it ;  it  has  been  in  her  fam- 
ily four  hundred  years,  it  was  her  wedding  dow- 
er. Your  grandmother  was  a  De  Vere — fine 
name!"  I  remembered  Egmont's  remark  then, 
that  the  old  Dutch  merchants  gave  their  daugh- 
ters a  tulij)  bulb  as  dower,  and  I  said  as  calmly 
as  I  could  command  : 

"Yes,  that's  a  good  while.  The  family  of 
Macleod,  you  may  recollect,  have  a  drinking- 
cup  belonging  to  their  ancestors  when  they  were 
Kings  of  the  Isle  of  Man." 

So  the  ladle  and  I  found  ourselves  at  home  ; 
and  whom  should  I  meet  at  my  own  door  but 
Jerome?  He  had  never  crossed  its  threshold 
before.  He  had  made  money  of  late  of  a  surety, 
in  two  ways,  speculation  and  marriage ;  or  per- 
haps they  were  both  included  in  the  first.  But 
now  I  confronted  him  with  my  grandmother's 
legacy. 

"There's  my  silver  spoon  that  you  all  made 
much  of!" 

"  Humph  !  it's  nothing  new  to  me.  I  bent 
the  urchin  back  myself  to  see  if  his  feet  wouldn't 
fly  up,  when  I  was  a  lad.  Odd  fish  these  De 
Veres  and  Engelhardts,  to  let  a  fortune  rust  out 
in  a  spoon  !     Didn't  you  know  what  it  was  ?" 

"Did  you?" 

"  Yes.  Supposed  you  had  it  in  your  parlor 
cup-board  all  this  time. " 

"You  increase  in  amiability  upon  closer  ac- 
quaintance.    Do  you  wish  to  purchase?" 

"Purchase!  Do  you  think  I'm  King  Midas 
himself?  That  silver  spoon  is  worth  an  army 
contract ;  you  can  afford  to  go  home  to  fader- 
land  now,  and  live  in  the  ancestral  castles." 

"That's  nothing  to  the  purpose.  But  you 
have  had  army  contracts,  and  if  you  don't  want 
the  heir-loom  to  leave  the  fiimily,  prevent  it ! " 

"Can't  do  it.  Had  a  speculation  fail  the 
other  day." 


770 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


"  Which  ?  Did  she  have  her  money  secured 
to  herself?" 

"No,"  still  laughing,  through  his  cruelty,  in 
spite  of  himself.  "But  I'll  tell  you  what,  I'll 
negotiate  it  for  you." 

"No,  thank  you;  I've  had  some  experience 
of  your  financial  abilities." 

"Then  if  I  can  be  of  no  service  to  you,  good- 
moniing."  And  he  bowed  himself  out,  for  I'm 
sure  I  didn't  do  it.  •I  had  to  run  and  pick  up 
my  baby,  who  had  tumbled  off  his  cricket ;  and 
with  this  spring  my  eyes  flew  ojjcn,  and  I  found 
myself  sittinjj  up  in  bed,  and  the  ladle  a  myth, 
while  a  shriek  followed  close  upon  this  convic- 
tion— a  shriek  from  one  of  my  children,  who  had 
been  vainly  tugging  at  my  eyelids,  and  now  was 
declaring  that  I  was  dead.  It  w'as  all  an  Al- 
naschar  vision,  alas ! 

So  I  pondered  breakfast  and  my  dream  at 
once ;  wondered  I  hadn't  thought  of  the  spoon 
before  ;  and  Avlicther  it  wasn't  wrong  not  to  give 
my  brothers  and  sisters  the  opportunity  of  reliev- 
ing my  wants.     It  would  be  the  Valley  of  Hu- 
miliation to  ask  of  Jerome,  indeed.     Egmont 
was  in  Russia,  Emily  and  Di  didn't  dare  to  say  i 
their  souls  were  their  own  unless  Jerome  sug-  | 
gested  it.     Oh,  let  us  eat  the  spoon  first,  by  all  ; 
means,  and  then,  Avho  knows,  something  may  j 
turn  up,  a  la  Micawber.     Yes,  our  forefathers  j 
ate  out  of  it ;  we  will  scorn  antediluvian  customs 
and — and  eat  itself. 

A  little  breakfast  and  a  great  walk  brought 
me  to  Louis,  the  jeweler's,  in  earnest ;  the  dream 
had  done  .so  much.  I  inquired  for  Mr.  Louis. 
I  proposed  the  spoon  in  fear  and  trembling ;  but 
there  was  no  flourish  here.  He  smiled  signifi- 
cantly, turned  to  his  private  desk,  touched  a 
spring  and  produced  a  case  for  a  table-spoon. 

* '  That's  all  right,"  said  he ;  "  suppose  you'll 
want  to  see  your  lawyer  now  ?  It's  been  accu- 
mulating some  time." 

"Accumulating?  what,  the  spoon?" 

And  I  tossed  aside  its  cabalistic-looking  wrap- 
pings in  order  to  inspect  a  spoon  of  that  peculiar 
character.     Mr.  Louis  arrested  them. 

"  Madame,  you  are  throwing  away  the  kernel 
for  the  sake  of  the  husk.  With  these  you  might 
buy  my  whole  stock  and  have  pin-money  left." 

I  took  them  from  him  in  a  maze.  "Still 
dreaming  ?"  I  asked  myself  almost  wearily  ;  but 
the  strange  words  riveted  my  attention  ;  it  was 
another  will  in  my  grandmother's  hand,  where- 
in, without  annulling  the  former  one.  I  became 
owner  of  a  fortune  in  stocks,  houses,  and  land, 
which  in  the  interim  had  been  duly  under  the 
stewardship  of  a  certain  lawyer,  and  one  of  the 
witnesses  thereto  was  Mr.  Louis  himself. 

"  Poor  grandmother,"  said  I,  quite  ashamed 
of  myself,  "she  intended  this  for  a  surprise,  lit- 
tle thinking  how  long  before  the  bubble  would 
Ijurst ;  but  she  ought  to  have  known  something 
of  the  En;:elhardts." 

At  home  I  found  Max  in  the  Slough  of  De- 
spond, but  trying  to  creep  out  by  amusing  the 
children  with  a  game  at  catch,  feebly  sustained 
on  his  jiart,  while  they  came  out  in  strength  and 


character.  All  the  chairs  not  on  their  backs 
were  awry,  the  sofa-cushions  rolling  under  foot, 
the  rug  in  a  ruffle,  the  table-cloth  hanging  by  its 
eyelids,  Salome's  dress  torn  half  a  yard  from  the 
waist,  and  my  youngest  crawled  and  crowed  over 
the  floor  in  danger  from  the  heel  of  the  opjiress- 
or.     It  was  very  lucky  I  hadn't  named  him. 

"Max,"  said  I,  "I've  found  a  name  for 
baby." 

"Is  that  all?  you  look  as  30U  had  found  a 
fortune." 

"Both  in  one.     lie  shall  be  named  De  Vere." 

And  I  brought  forward  my  treasures. 

"A  pretty  spoonful,"  he  said;  and  I  believe 
the  very  knowledge  that  we  shouldn't  starve  if 
he  lounged  all  the  year  gave  an  impetus  to  his 
health  by  lifting  a  more  than  Atlas  burden  oif 
his  heart. 

So  I  keep  my  spoon,  and  only  use  it  on  great 
occasions ;  as  for  instance,  when  Jerome  and  his 
wife  dine  with  me ;  which  they  do  sometimes, 
our  feud  having  smouldered  into  ashes  and  been 
scattered  by  the  wind  of  prosperity.  And  it's 
not  a  bad  spoon  in  itself,  though  maybe  a  trifle 
old-fashioned,  fqr  it  wears  tlie  escutcheon  of  the 
Engelhardts  in  gold  and  blue  enamel. 

And  the  fever  of  life  has  intermitted,kand  life 
itself  has  become  painless  and  almost  perfect 
again.  I  suppose  the  next  fever  will  be  when 
De  Vere  goes  to  college — but  that's  twenty  years 
to  come. 

UPS  AND  DOWNS. 

TTT'HO  that  knows  England  knows  not  Burke 
T  T  — Sir  Bernard  Burke,  the  Ulster  King  of 
Arms  —  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  author  of  "The 
Peerage  and  Baronetage,"  and  of  sundry  other 
books  of  most  imposing  facts  which  touch  one's 
ancestry,  if  one  happen  to  have  ancestors  ?  He 
is  the  receptacle  of  all  knowledge  worth  having 
concerning  the  aristocracy.  He  is  the  "Light- 
ning Calculator"  of  a  man's  titles  to  respect. 
You  may  be  called  My  Lord  by  a  double  score 
of  the  most  expensive  lackeys,  but  your  show 
will  have  no  eftect  on  the  Ulster  King  of  Arms 
unless  your  record  shows  the  proper  length  of 
pedigree.  Nor  does  Sir  Bernard  require  to  ex- 
amine his  books  ;  he  reckons  up  an  aristocratic 
sum  on  the  spot,  and  could  publish  to  the  world, 
extempore,  the  hour  from  which  your  ])atent  of 
Mobility  dated,  together  with  each  individual  in 
the  direct  and  collateral  lines  of  descent,  wind- 
ing up  with  a  bit  of  wise  advice  to  the  "])resent 
possessor  of  the  title."  With  Sir  Bernard  her- 
aldry is  a  solemn  thing.  Latin  and  Greek  in 
the  Universities,  commerce  in  the  city,  and  the 
shock  of  nations  in  the  world  at  large  are  all 
well  enough  as  topics  with  which  you  m;^v  pass 
an  hour,  you  know;  but  heraldry  is  the  real 
business  of  life.  Nevertheless,  there  is,  now 
and  then,  an  unbending  from  the  extreme  se- 
verity of  the  subject ;  and  it  happens  thus  :  The 
intimate  and  unapproachable  knowledge  of  fam- 
ily aflairs  in  England,  gained  from  long  study, 
has  put  the  august  master  of  heraldry  in  posses- 
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sion  of  strange  and  moving  accidents  which  have 
befallen  great  houses,  as  well  as  various  person- 
al anecdotes  concerning  individual  notabilities  ; 
and  these  entertaining  items  of  gossip  Sir  Ber- 
nard gives  us  in  one  form  and  another  from  out 
his  "Record  Tower  in  Dublin  Castle."  If  you 
have  the  privilege  of  visiting  him  there  you  will 
note  with  how  fatherly  an  interest  he  surveys 
his  family,  the  aristocracy,  patting  this  member 
kindly  on  the  shoulder,  repressing  the  assump- 
tions of  that  one,  and  adverting  with  bated 
breath  of  awe  to  the  eminent  standing  of  a 
third.  The  Ulster  King  of  Arms  will  i)oint  you 
a  moral  and  adorn  you  a  tale  from  out  his  am- 
ple resources  at  a  moment's  notice.  Ills  well- 
iilled  stores  of  anecdote  furnish  us  now  with 
more  materials  than  we  can  use  in  illustrating 
the  vicissitudes  of  families. 

The  decay  and  extinction  of  great  houses  and 
the  disapi)earancc  of  titles  form  sad  illustrations 
of  that  law  of  change  which  is  said  to  be  even 
altering  the  shape  of  tlie  earth.  Not  one  of  the 
earldoms  conferred  by  William  of  Normandy 
after  the  battle  of  Hastings  now  exists ;  not 
one  of  the  honors  conferred  by  William  Kufus, 
Henry  I.,  Stc])hen,  Henry  II.,  Kiciuird  I.,  or 
John.  Of  tlie  English  dukedoms  created  down 
to  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
only  Norfolk  and  So*nerset  and  Cornwall  re- 
main. Winchester  and  Worcester  are  the  only 
marquessates  older  than  the  reign  of  George  III. 
The  earl's  coronet  was  very  frequently  bestowed 
under  the  Henrys  and  the  Edwards ;  and  yet, 
of  all  the  earldoms  created  by  the  Normans,  the 
Plantaganets,  and  the  Tudors  eleven  only  re- 
main, six  of  these  being  merged  in  li'iglier  hon- 
ors ;  so  that  now  the  only  ones  giving  independ- 
ent designation  are  Shrewsbury,  Derby,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pembroke,  and  Devon.  The  present 
English  House  of  Lords  has  among  its  members 
no  male  descendant  of  any  of  the  JNIagna  Char- 
ta  barons,  or  of  any  of  the  Peers  who  fought  at 
Agincourt;  while  the  house  of  Wrottesley  is 
the  solitary  fiimily  among  the  Lords  which  can 
boast  a  mule  descent  from  a  founder  of  the  Or- 
der of  the  Garter.  In  1G75  the  list  of  the  En- 
glish peerages  created  up  to  that  time  occupied 
fourteen  closely-printed  columns  ;  to-day  a  sin- 
gle column  would  easily  include  the  names  of 
all  the  dignities  remaining  out  of  the  whole  cat- 
alogue. 

Take  a  single  instance  of  change  in  an  earl- 
dom. There  were  the  Lindsays,  Earls  of  Craw- 
ford, wlio  lived  like  princes,  held  courts,  and 
had  their  heralds  all  in  royal  state.  Pages  of 
noble  birth  waited  on  the  Earl,  gentlemen  of 
quality  were  the  officers  of  his  household — 
chamberlain,  chaplains,  secretary,  chief  mare- 
schal,  and  armor-bearer.  Twenty  great  baron- 
ies supported  this  splendor.  Thrice  did  the 
head  of  the  house  wed  immediately  with  the 
royal  blood.  All  this  grandeur  was  in  the  thir- 
teenth, fourteenth,  and  fifteenth^  centuries.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  David, 
the  twelfth  Earl  of  Crawford,  died  in  Edinburgh 
Castle,  where  he  had  been  imprisoned  by  his 


family  to  prevent  the  utter  ruin  of  the  estates, 
he  having  by  desperate  prodigality  alienated 
possession  after  possession.  This  Earl's  only 
child  was  a  daughter,  who  came  up  wholly  un- 
cared  for,  receiving  no  education,  and  being 
allowed  to  run  wild  like  a  gipsy.  She  eloped 
with  a  common  crier,  and  at  one  time  lived 
wholly  by  begging,  finally  becoming  a  regular 
"tramp."  In  the  middle  of  the  next  century, 
the  eighteenth,  we  find  another  David,  the  un- 
questionable head  of  the  great  house  of  Lind- 
say, an  hostler  at  an  inn  at  Kirkwall,  in  the 
Orkney  Islands.  The  earldom,  by  some  in- 
comprehensible shifting,  had  passed  to  another 
branch,  leaving  this  old  man  of  eighty  to  die  in 
a  stable. 

The  Cromwell  family  furnish  a  striking  in- 
stance of  rapid  nnd  thorough  decay.  They 
were  of  consideration  and  high  county  standing 
in  Huntingdonshire  long  before  the  time  of  the 
great  Oliver.  In  1540  we  find  Kichard  Crom- 
well knighted  by  the  king.  He  left  an  enor- 
mous estate,  and  his  son  and  heir,  Sir  Henry 
Cromwell,  was  called  the  "Golden  Knight," 
from  his  opulence  and  liberality.  He  lived  in 
princely  state,  and  once,  at  least,  entertained 
Queen  Elizabeth.  His  heir.  Sir  Oliver,  mag- 
nificently entertained  James  I.  on  his  Majesty's 
journey  from  Scotland  to  London,  and  was  made 
a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  He  joined  the  royal  cause 
with  heart  and  purse,  and  died  in  poverty.  His 
eldest  son,  Colonel  Henry  Cromwell,  lived  a  life 
of  pecuniary  anxiety,  and  the  burial  of  his  body 
after  death  had  to  be  skillfully  managed  in  or- 
der to  prevent  its  seizure  by  creditors.  His  son 
died  a  few  years  after  without  issue.  Ileturn- 
ing  now  to  the  "Golden  Knight,"  we  find  iiis 
second  son,  Kobert,  the  owner  of  an  estate  worth 
a  thousand  pounds  a  year.  His  eldest  son  was 
the  renowned  Oliver.  The  family  then  dwin- 
dled away  rapidly.  The  Protector's  great-grand- 
son was  a  grocer  on  Snow  Hill ;  and  his  son, 
the  last  male  heir  of  the  family,  died  an  attor- 
ney in  London.  On  the  female  side  the  fall 
was  much  greater :  one  of  Oliver's  great-grand- 
daughters, after  seeing  her  husband  die  in  the 
work-house  of  a  little  English  town,  died  her- 
self, a  pauper,  leaving  two  daughters,  who  be- 
came the  wives  respectively  of  a  shoemaker  and 
a  menial  servant. 

Irish  titles  have  been  preserved  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  those  of  the  English  peer- 
age ;  but  yet  that  strange  country  has  been  more 
fruitful  of  striking  vicissitudes  than  any  other. 
The  Martins,  Lords  of  Connemara,  were  for 
years  upon  years  noted  in  Ireland  for  wealth  and 
the  most  generous  hospitality.  The  estate  con- 
tained one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand 
acres,  the  prodigious  extent  of  which  may  be 
imagined  from  the  fact  that  the  grandfather  of 
the  last  possessor  could  truthfully  boast  that  he 
had  an  approach  from  his  gate-house  to  his  hall 
of  thirty  miles  length.  Within  this  territory 
the  Martins  exercised  almost  a  feudal  rule,  and 
every  head  was  bared  in  submission.  But  a 
boundless  hospitality  and  a  carelessness  of  man- 
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agement  gradually  impoverished  the  estate,  till 
at  last,  in  the  famine  year,  we  see  the  heiress  of 
the  domain— styled  "rdncess  of  Connemara" — 
absolutely  forced  to  yield  up  the  splendid  prop- 
erty, and  to  retire  to  the  Continent,  where  she 
vainly  endeavored  to  sup]Jort  herself  by  literary 
work.  Failing  in  this,  she  procured  from  friends 
the  scantv  means  required  to  take  passage  in  a 
sailing  vessel  for  this  country,  and  completed 
the  voyage  hither,  but  died,  worn  out  with 
trouble,  just  before  she  would  have  landed. 

Ireland  furnishes  us  also  with  a  remarkable 
illustration  of  decadence  in  the  history  of  the 
O'Neills ;  who  derived  their  origin  from  the 
great  Niul,  of  Scythia,  and  traced  their  course 
through  JNlilesius,  the*  redoubtable  warrior  of 
Spain,  and  Heremon,  first  monarch  of  Ireland, 
down  through  Conn  of  "  the  hundred  battles," 
and,  greatest  of  all,  perhaps,  through  Niall  the 
Great,  whose  praise  is  sung  by  bards  innumera- 
ble, and  who  once  led  in  his  victorious  train  nine 
princes  of  the  royal  blood  as  hostages  from  states 
and  kingdoms  conquered  by  his  hand.  For  six 
hundred  years  this  race  occupied  exclusively  the 
throne  of  Ireland,  the  last  monarch  of  the  line 
ending  his  reign  and  his  life  in  1168.  The 
collateral  branches  of  the  family  flourish  even 
now  in  various  degrees,  but  the  main  stem  of 
the  tree  from  the  twelfth  century  dwindled  and 
died.  From  monarchs  the  O'Neills  became 
princes,  next  chiefs,  next  nobles  of  an  English 
creation,  next  English  squires,  and  finally  no- 
thing. In  1798  Sir  Francis  O'Neill,  sixth  bar- 
onet under  the  English  patent,  lived  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Slane,  Ireland,  renting  a  cabin  of  four 
apartments,  keeping  a  huxter's  shop,  while  his 
son  drove  a  cart  for  hire.  The  old  man  died  in 
1799,  and  of  his  surviving  sons  one  kept  a  small 
dyer's  shop,  one  was  a  working  baker,  another 
a  mill-wright,  while  the  youngest — the  cousin 
of  three  peers  and  a  duke,  and  the  lineal  de- 
scendant of  a  hundred  kings — was  within  three 
years  living  on  a  crown  pension  of  fifty-four 
cents  a  day,  and  occupying  a  room  in  the  shop 
of  his  eldest  son,  a  coffin-maker. 

The  Barony  of  Dudley,  created  more  than 
five  centuries  ago,  in  England,  has  had  among 
its  co-heirs  striking  instances  of  Fortune's  ine- 
quality. Were  the  history  of  that  famous  title 
written  in  two  chapters,  the  first  would  tell  of 
chivalry,  warlike  achievement,  and  magnificent 
hospitality  in  the  old  castle  from  which  the  bar- 
ony took  its  name ;  the  second  would  take  us  to 
the  toll-bar  of  an  English  turnpike,  twenty  years 
ago,  where  the  gate-keeper  who  received  our 
toll  was  a  descendant  and  co-heir  of  the  lords  of 
Dudley,  whose  castle  towered  in  the  distance ; 
the  chapter  would  further  state  that  the  remains 
of  this  toll-gatherer,  who  died  on  Christmas-day, 
in  1846,  were  carried  through  the  great  gates  of 
the  castle,  and  buried  by  the  side  of  his  illustri- 
ous kindred.  A  small  farmer,  a  custom-house 
clerk,  and  a  butcher  were  at  the  same  time  co- 
heirs of  the  same  barony. 

We  are  called  on  to  pity  the  sorrows  of  a  poor 
old  man  by  the  sad  history  of  one  Sir  Frederick 


Echlin.  The  Echlins  were  an  Irish  family  of 
the  time  of  James  I.  There  was  a  Right  Rev- 
erend Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor ;  there  were 
also  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  a  member  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  and  sundry  other  important 
people,  till  we  come  to  Sir  Frederick,  the  fifth 
baronet.  The  "Peerage  and  Baronetage"  tell 
us  as  much  as  this  ;  but  to  further  trace  the  sad 
history  we  should  have  to  plunge  into  the  tor- 
turing labyrinth  of  an  Irish  equity  suit,  which 
is  enough  like  "Jarndyce  and  Jarndyce"  to 
have  served  for  the  Bleak  House  original.  It 
was  a  prolific  source  of  sport  to  all  the  lawyers. 
If  we  wished  to  know  how  it  affected  the  fifth 
baronet  we  should  have  gone,  in  the  year  1860, 
to  Carbury,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  Ireland. 
There  we  might  have  seen  a'n  old  man  of  sev- 
enty years,  utterly  destitute,  his  only  means  of 
support  being  sixty-two  cents  a  week  from  the 
offerings  in  the  parish  church,  and  sundry  dona- 
tions from  persons  in  the  neighborhood.  He  was 
but  little  more  than  half-witted,  unable  to  read 
or  write,  living  a  harmless  but  dreary  existence. 
This  was  Sir  Frederick  Echlin,  the  fifth  baron- 
et, and  heir  to  the  Chancei^  suit.  He  was  liv- 
ing in  1 863,  with  no  prospect  of  any  improve- 
ment in  his  condition. 

There  is  the  family  of  the  Norwiches,  Sir 
Bernard  tells  us,  after  a  pause.  For  a  long 
time  they  were  lords  of  the  manor  of  Brampton, 
in  Northamptonshire,  and  for  generations  they 
formed  higli  and  distinguished  alliances.  Early 
in  1700  we  find  the  family  grown  greater  still 
by  reason  of  honors  added  and  estates  gained, 
and  Sir  William  Norwich  came  into  a  grand 
property.  "  He  never  married,  but  gave  himself 
up  to  selfish  pleasures,  addicting  himself  to  the 
gaming-table  and  the  cup,  till  in  a  few  years  he 
lost  his  last  estates  at  play  with  Sarah,  Duchess 
of  Marlborough.  The  title  was  afterward  borne 
by  others ;  but  no  one  had  sufficient  means  to 
support  it.  The  widow  of  one  of  the  baronets 
earned  a  livelihood  by  washing,  and  died  in 
1860.  Her  husband,  the  baronet,  was,  for  years 
before  his  death,  a  wood-sawyer,  and  his  father 
died  in  the  parish  work-house.  The  present 
heir  of  the  family  is  said  to  be  now  in  this  coun- 
try. 

In  the  history  of  the  house  of  Rothes  we  have 
a  bit  of  romance,  which  lightens  up  our  gloomy 
record  somewhat,  though  Sir  Bernard  takes 
snuff'  regretfully  and  shakes  his  head  very  seri- 
ously as  he  gives  us  the  details.  The  blood 
of  the  aristocracy  was  tampered  with,  and  that 
must  never  be  counted  a  light  offense.  But  the 
story :  Leslie  is  an  old  Scottish  house,  of  high 
renown,  and  in  1630  the  grandeur  of  the  fomily 
culminated  in  the  sixth  Earl  of  Rothes,  who 
lived  in  great  si)lendor,  and,  years  after,  had  a 
funeral  almost  more  gorgeous  than  those  of  roy- 
alty now.  Passing  by  many  of  his  descendants, 
and  mentioning  him  only  to  show  from  what  a 
pinnacle  of  ancestral  jiride  she  stooped,  we  come 
to  Lady  Henrietta  Anne  Leslie,  who,  says  Sir 
Bernard,  with  the  most  entertaining  gravity, 
"was  tjie  unfortunate  occasion  of  bringing  the 
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illustrious  family  of  Eothes  within  the  category 
of  fallen  greatness."  It  appears  that  "  this 
young  lady" — still  quoting  the  amusing  Sir  Ber- 
nard— "the  descendant  of  the  noble  blood  of  all 
the  Leslies,  the  heir  and  representative  of  the 
great  Duke  of  Rothes,  who  lived  like  a  prince 
aud  was  buried  like  a  king,  condescended  to 
stoop  to  a  young  gardener."  It  is  furthermore 
added  that  sl^  made,  as  is  reported — for  Sir 
Bernard  personally  can  know  nothing  about 
'such  matters — a  mo.st  excellent,  industrious,  and 
frugal  wife  during  many  years.  Sir  Bernard 
speaks  of  them  as  "  long  years ;"  but  the  young 
wife  appeared  to  have  found  them  all  too  short 
to  contain  her  own  happiness.  It  seems  that 
the  young  lady,  descendant  of  the  noble  blood, 
etc.,  while  walking  in  the  garden  one  day,  met 
a  youthful  workman,  and  conceived  an  attach- 
ment for  him.  Tlie  love  was  mutual,  and  all 
agree  in  saying  that  it  was  strictly  correct  in 
virtue.  No  one  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
an  opportunity  was  shortly  found  for  a  private 
marriage. 

"  This  most  unfortunate  step" — we  are  again 
reporting  Sir  Bernard — "  was  one  without  rem- 
edy.'' If  the  match  had  been  made  a  few  years 
earlier  the  old  Countess  grandmother  could  have 
resorted  to  some  "dodge,"  if  we  may  use  such 
a  word  in  connection  with  the  nobility,  and 
thus  could  have  banished  the  offending  girl  for- 
ever "unto  that  obscurity  which  she  had  taken 
for  her  portion."  But  such  a  step  could  not  be 
taken  at  the  epoch  of  this  sad  event,  and  so,  do 
what  they  would,  the  gardener's  wife  remained 
the  undoubted  heir  of  the  titles  and  property  of 
her  race.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  she 
strictly  conformed  to  her  husband's  circum- 
stances ;  and  from  her  marriage  in  180G  to  the 
date  of  her  fjither's  death  in  1817  she  was  a 
most  happy  and  respectable  woman,  living  in 
contented  humility,  supported  by  her  husband's 
earnings.  In  1817  she  became  Countess  of 
Rothes,  but  lived  only  two  years,  being  followed 
to  the  grave  in  ten  years  by  what  Sir  Bernard 
persists  in  calling  "  her  low-born  husband." 
Within  two  or  three  years  the  title  has  again 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  young  lady,  and  Sir 
Bernard,  in  his  capacity  of  the  Peerage  Pro- 
tector, took  occasion  at  that  time  to  give  her 
some  advice  which,  though  given  and  taken  in 
solemn  earnest  in  England,  sounds  to  us  like  a 
pleasant  but  perhaps  not  too  well-timed  jest. 
He  wrote  thus  :  "Let  me  conclude  with  an  ex- 
pression of  most  friendly  and  very  sincere  anx- 
iety that  this  young  lady  may  avoid  the  rock  on 
which  her  grandmother  made  shipwreck.  She 
has  in  a  great  measure  the  fate  of  a  splendid 
title  in  her  hands.  Her  earldom  is  not  only 
one  of  the  most  ancient  in  the  Peerage,  but 
boasts  of  many  most  illustrious  alliances,  and 
an  uncommon  share  of  historical  importance ; 
and  her  fine  domain  and  Castle  of  Leslie  are 
identified  with  many  remarkable  and  striking 
events  of  feudal  times.  Let  her  carry  these 
honors  and  possessions  into  some  one  of  the  no- 
blest houses  of  Great  Britain — so  that  the  an- 


cient stem  of  Rothes  may  be  invigorated  by 
union  with  a  Douglas,  a  Howard,  a  Sutherland, 
or  a  Hamilton."  The  American  reader  will  be 
pained  to  learn  that  the  "young  lady,"  with  a 
perversity  which  seems  to  belong  to  human  na- 
ture even  under  a  coronet,  has  made  an  alli- 
ance according  to  her  own  preferences  rather 
than  in  consonance  with  this  advice ;  and  nei- 
ther the  Douglas,  the  Howard,  the  Sutherland, 
or  the  Hamilton  has  had  the  honor  of  invigora- 
ting the  "ancient  stem  of  Rothes." 

And  now  the  mention  of  marriages  suggests 
another  of  Sir  Bernard's  stories  concerning  the 
Earl  of  Breadalbane.  In  1758,  when  the  third 
earl  held  the  honorable  title  and  the  immense 
estates  thereto  appertaining,  he  had  no  children, 
and  they  would  naturally  go  to.  other  branches: 
of  these  the  nearest  were  an  old  bachelor  near 
Edinburgh,  and  the  son  of  a  Highland  laird,  who 
was  accustomed  to  call  his  boy  Breadalbane,  in 
anticipation  of  the  day  when  he  should  rightfully 
assume  that  title.  One  day  the  old  earl  hearing 
again  by  accident  what  he  had  often  heard  before, 
that  such  was  the  habit  of  the  father,  waxed  un- 
usually wroth,  and  retired  to  bed  muttering  of 
vengeance.  The  next  day,  early,  he  sent  an  ex- 
press messenger  to  bring  the  old  bachelor  from 
Edinburgh.  When  the  brisk  little  gentleman 
had  arrived  the  earl  directed  him  to  marry, 
promising  to  furnish  him  with  the  means  of 
living.  Old  Carwhin  hesitated,  not  from  any 
unwillingness  to  oblige  his  lordship,  but  from 
inability  to  think  of  any  one  to  whom  to  propose 
with  any  prospect  of  a  favorable  reply.  The 
earl  met  this  difficulty  by  telling  him  to  go  to  a 
town  where  the  court  was  about  to  meet,  get 
introduced  to  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  judges* 
and  offer  himself  to  her.  The  obedient  Carwhin 
set  out  on  his' errand,  procured  the  introduction, 
proposed,  and  was  rejected !  Much  disconcert- 
ed in  his  plans,  he  then  asked  advice  of  a  near 
friend.  His  friend  said,  "If  all  }'ou  want  to  do 
is  to  pleasure  Breadalbane,  try  Betty  Stonefield ; 
I'se  warrant  she'll  no  refuse  you."  Carwhin 
took  the  advice,  went  through  the  same  form, 
and  was  accepted,  the  young  woman  having 
good  blood,  but  no  charms  of  person  or  tender- 
ness of  age.  A  son  was  born  of  this  curious 
marriage,  and  the  old  earl  chuckled  with  de- 
light at  having  upset  the  plans  of  the  Highland 
laird  for  his  sou.  Just  now,  however,  Carwhin's 
great-grandson  has  died  childless,  and  the  great- 
grandson  of  the  disappointed  youth  has  become 
Earl  of  Breadalbane.  One  day  in  November, 
1862,  saw  that  great-grandson  residing  in  Lon- 
don on  an  income  of  a  few  hundreds,  and  the 
next  found  him  in  possession  of  a  famous  earl- 
dom and  of  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  dormant  earldom  goes  a 
begging  for  a  claimant  at  least ;  but  that  was 
the  case  for  some  time  with  the  earldom  of 
Huntingdon.  That  lay  dormant  from  the  death 
of  the  tenth  eiarl  in  1789  to  the  year  1817.  A 
professional  man  of  London  conceived  the  no- 
tion that  a  client  of  his,  one  Captain  Hastings 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  had  a  well-founded  claim  to 
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tlie  title;  with  some  difficulty  he  gained  the 
modest  sailor's  consent  to  work  on  his  behalf, 
j^ettiiig  from  the  Captain  at  the  same  time  an 
opinion  little  complimentary  to  his  sanity.  The 
solicitor  began  his  researches  and  met  with  fog 
and  darkness  at  every  turn ;  to  such  a  degree 
was  he  worried  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  giving 
up  the  matter.  While  in  this  frame  of  mind  he 
was  traveling  on  the  top  of  a  stage-coach  in  one 
of  the  counties  of  England,  when  he  descried  an 
old  woman  driving  leisurely  along  in  a  market 
wagon  wherein  was  a  vacant  seat.  From  some 
unexplainable  movement  of  his  spirit  he  hailed 
the  dame,  and  asked  permission  to  jog  along  with 
her.  This  being  accorded,  she  gave  free  rein  to 
lier  garrulity,  and  he  soon  found  that  he  was  in 
company  with  an  ancient  dependent  of  the  Hast- 
ings family ;  her  talk  put  him  upon  the  right 
course,  and  in  a  twelvemonth  more  Captain 
Hastings  was  summoned  to  Parliament  by  the 
style,  title,  and  dignity  of  Ej^'l  of  Huntingdon. 

A  very  sad  story  of  decay  is  that  of  Conyers — 
a  family  dating  back  to  the  Conqueror,  and  very 
honorable  then.  Early  in  1700  it  was  a  glorious 
house ;  three  branches  of  it  kept  royal  state  in 
liall  and  castle  and  palace,  representing  solidity 
and  elegance,  worth  and  grace,  in  their  bright- 
est colors.  In  1810  Sir  Thomas  Conyers,  the 
last  of  his  race,  was  living  a  pauper  in  the  work- 
house of  Chester-le-Street,  in  the  very  county 
of  his  ancestors'  greatness  but  a  century  before. 
As  soon  as  his  condition  was  made  known  to 
those  of  the  class  to  which  he  rightfully  belonged 
a  tolerably  liberal  subscription  was  made,  and 
the  old  man  was  removed  to  a  private  house. 
He  soon  died  there,  and  with  him  expired  the 
bnce  splendidly  famous  family. 

Sir  Bernard  tells  us,  in  the  course  of  his  enter- 
taining talk,  of  several  spendthrifts  through  whose 
extravagance  fine  estates  have  been  brought  to 
ruin.  One  or  two  of  these,  though  not  of  a  very 
recent  date,  Vill  yet  be  new  to  the  reader: 
There  was  Sir  Henry  Hungerford,  who  inherited 
a  property  whose  income  was  thirty  thousand 
pounds  a  year  as  long  ago  as  1600.  One  good 
act,  among  many  others,  should  be  mentioned 
to  his  credit ;  he  tore  down  an  old  mansion  in 
London,  and  erected  at  his  own  expense  the  first 
Hungerford  Market.  This  act  of  munificence 
may  be  set  down  against  such  extravagance  as 
could  expend  five  hundred  guineas  on  a  wig  to 
be  worn  on  the  occasion  of  a  court  ball.  For 
thirty-three  years  this  lavish  baronet  ran  a  free 
course,  and  then  found  himself  so  absolutely 
poor  that  he  was  comj)elled  to  subsist  for  nearly 
as  long  a  time  on  the  charity  of  his  friends  and 
relations.  So  little,  however,  did  the  total  wreck 
of  his  fortunes  affect  either  his  health  or  his  hap- 
piness that  he  lived  to  the  astonishing  age  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  years. 

The  downfall  of  the  Myttons  of  Halston,  in 
aristocratic  Shropshire,  is  much  more  sad.  This 
was  a  great  family  in  the  days  of  the  Plantaga- 
nets,  and  frequent  intermarriages  with  heiress- 
es added  largely  to  the  riches  of  the  race.  In 
1472,  however,  was  made  the  grand  alliance  that 


broug"ht  broad  lands  and  royal  blood  to  the  house ; 
then  Thomas  Mytton  married  the  daughter  of  Sir 
John  de  Burgh,  Lord  of  Mowddwy,  and  through 
her  the  Lordship  of  Dinas  Mowddwy,  with  thir- 
ty-two thousand  acres,  came  to  the  Myttons. 
From  that  time  the  family  greatness  swelled  it- 
self by  distinguished  alliances,  till,  in  179G,  one 
John  Mytton  w^as  born  to  one  of  the  most  splen- 
did inheritances  in  the  kingdon^  the  growth  of 
five  hundred  years.  During  the  long  minority 
of  this  heir  a  very  large  amount  of  ready  money 
accumulated ;  so  that,  when  he  reached  the  age 
j  of  twenty-one  years,  he  had  no  check  to  the  pro- 
I  pensities  which  his  early  youth  had  developed. 
At  ten  years  old  he  was  allowed  a  pack  of  har- 
riers ;  he  was  shortly  after  expelled  from  the 
schools  of  Westminster  and  Harrow ;  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  entered  the  army,  but  de- 
voted his  attention  chiefly  to  gaming  and  racing; 
at  twenty-three  he  married  and  left  the  service ; 
in  two  years  his  wife  died,  and  then  fairly  com- 
menced his  headlong  career.  Details  of  ex- 
travagance are  not  wanting  in  Sir  Bernard's 
memory,  but  they  all  have  a  sameness  which 
would  become  monotonous  when  set  down  in 
print.  Let  it  sufiice  to  say  that  Mr.  Mytton, 
guided  only  by  his  own  hot  desires,  and  re- 
strained by  nothing,  ran  through  his  immense 
property  at  a  speed  which  led  a  friend  to  re- 
mark, without  exaggeration,  that  "  if  Mytton 
had  had  an  income  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year  he  would  have  been  in  debt  in 
five  years."  After  heavy  liabilities  had  been  in- 
curred, and  he  was  thinking  of  alienating  some 
of  his  estates,  his  agent  assured  him  that,  if  he 
would  content  himself  for  six  years  with  six 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  he  might  save  the  finest 
part  of  his  patrimony.  Mr.  Mytton  exclaimed, 
"  No  !  no  !  I  would  not  give  a  straw  for  life  if 
it  were  to  be  passed  on  six  thousand  a  year!" 
Within  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  squan- 
dered full  half  a  million  sterling,  and  sold  tim- 
ber to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand  pounds. 

There  is  a  curious  life  of  this  spendthrift, 
written  in  a  very  kindly  spirit  by  a  friend,  the 
late  Mr.  Apperley.  The  most  entertaining  part 
of  the  book  is  perhaps  the  colored  prints,  quite 
in  the  style  of  those  which  embellish  that  classic 
w^ork,  "Tom  and  Jerry  in  London."  They  rep- 
resent Mr.  Mytton  duck-hunting  in  his  shirt; 
riding  through  a  sheet  of  water  as  the  shortest 
cut  home;  playing  the  highwayman  for  the  fun 
of  frightening  the  parson  and  squire,  who  had 
been  dining  with  him ;  entering  his  drawing- 
room,  full  of  company,  mounted  on  a  bear;  and 
indulging  in  various  other  vagaries,  all  equally 
incomprehensible.  One  of  the  illustrations  rep- 
resents a  scene  that  is  hardly  credible.  Mvtton 
is  de])icted  with  his  shirt  in  flames,  and  the  bi- 
ographer assures  the  reader  that  the  subject  of 
his  story  set  the  garment  on  fire  with  a  purpose. 
"Oh!  this  horrid  hiccup,"  said  Mytton,  as  he 
stood  undressed  on  the  floor,  Apparently  in  the 
act  of  getting  into  bed;  "but  I'll  frighten  it 
away."  So,  seizing  a  candle,  he  applied  the 
fire  to  his  shirt,  and  in  a  moment  was  enveloi)ed 
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in  flames,  his  life  being  saved  only  by  the  active 
exertions  of  two  persons  who  chanced  to  be  in 
the  room. 

The  end  even  of  such  a  magnificent  property 
as  that  of  the  Myttons  was  at  last  reached,  and 
the  Times,  one  morning  in  1831,  contained  an  ad- 
vertisement of  the  sale  of  all  effects  at  Ilalston. 
Shortly  after  Mr.  Mytton  fled  to  the  Continent 
to  avoid  his  creditors.  In  France  he  was  ar- 
rested for  a  paltry  debt,  but  was  soon  released  ; 
and  after  passing  a  miserable  existence  there 
for  a  time,  he  returned  to  England  and  London 
only  to  find  a  prison  and  a  grave.  He  died  of 
delirium  tremens  in  the  King's  Bench  prison  in 
1831.  The  good  qualities  of  this  strange  man 
were  so  numerous  and  shining  that  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  death  caused  profound  sor- 
row in  his  county  of  Shroi)shire ;  and  the  fu- 
neral of  the  last  Mytton,  attended  by  tlirec 
thousand  persons,  was  long  remembered  as  un- 
precedented in  its  display 

From  spendthrifts  to  misers  is  a  natural  tran- 
sition, and  the  miser  of  all  others  was  Elwes. 
Much  has  been  told  of  him  in  various  ways;  but 
Sir  Bernard  presents  several  new  facts.  It  is 
perha])s  not  generally  known  that  there  were 
two  miserly  men  who  bore  the  name  of  Elwes ; 
but  such  was  the  case,  though  the  enormous 
stinginess  of  one  has  overshadowed  the  smaller 
reputation  of  the  other. 

We  go  back  to  Charles  the  Second's  time,  and 
find  that  monarch  conferring  a  baronetcy  on  one 
of  his  boon  companions,  Sir  Gcrvase  Elwes,  of 
Stoke,  in  Suffolk.  This  Elwes  was  a  spend- 
thrift, who  reduced  the  family  estates  to  a  skel- 
eton. At  his  death  his  grandson,  Sir  Hervey 
Elwes,  succeeded  him,  finding  himself  nomin- 
ally the  possessor  of  some  thousands  a  year, 
while  his  actual  receipts  did  not  exceed  one 
hundred  pounds.  He  had  a  fortune,  however, 
said  Sir  Bernard,  in  his  penurious  habits ;  and 
we  will  call  him  Elwes  the  First.  On  arriving 
at  Stoke,  the  ancestral  seat,  he  declared  that  ke 
never  would  leave  it  till  he  had  entirely  cleared 
the  estate ;  and  difficult  as  the  fulfillment  of 
such  a  resolution  seemed  he  lived  to  accom- 
])lish  it,  and  even  to  accumulate  a  great  ad- 
ditional fortune  over  and  above  the  lands  he 
had  inherited.  He  was  in  early  youth  given 
over  to  consumption  and  a  premature  grave  ;  he 
survived,  however,  and  retained  only  a  chronic 
avarice,  the  baffled  disease  apparently  taking 
away  every  other  passion  and  taste.  He  was 
shy,  timid,  coldly  exclusive,  without  friends,  de- 
lighting only  in  accumulating  gold,  and  in  par- 
tridge setting — though  even  this  amusement,  it 
would  seem,  he  followed  chiefly  because  he 
gained  food  by  it.  When  the  weather  was  fine 
he  went  abroad,  walking  or  riding  a  lean  horse 
for  warmth  and  exercise ;  in  fall  weather  he 
]:)aced  up  and  down  his  hall  to  save  the  expense 
of  a  fire.  If  a  farmer  came  in  he  would  strike 
a  light  and  put  on  a  single  stick,  never  adding 
another  till  the  first  was  fully  burned.  He  was 
once  robbed  of  several  thousand  pounds  by  a 
gang  of  ruffians ;  but  when,  some  years  after, 
Vol.  XXIX.— No.  174.— 3  F 


they  were  taken  for  another  offense,  strange  to 
say,  he  refused  to  appear  against  them  for  his 
loss.  Avarice,  aided  by  strict  temperance,  seems 
to  have  been  a  healthy  vice,  in  this  case,  at 
least ;  for  Sir  Hervey  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  or  thereabout.  When  he  died  he  lay  in 
some  sort  of  state  in  his  house,  and  one  of  his 
tenants  observed,  with  wit  untempered  with  pro- 
priety, that  "  it  was  well  Sir  Hervey  could  not 
see  it."  When  the  old  man  died  he  left  about 
a  million  of  dollars  in  our  currency,  and  his  an- 
nual expenses  did  not  exceed  five  hundred. 

But  the  being  who  inherited  this  property  so 
far  exaggerated  his  ancestor's  peculiarities  that 
he  must  always  be  known,  so  far  as  he  is  known 
at  all,  as  Elwes  the  ^liser.  His  name  was  Jack 
Meggot,  but  by  the  will  of  his  uncle  he  was 
obliged  to  assume  the  name  and  arms  of  Elwes. 
Jack  INIeggot  from  a  youth  had  been  avaricious 
and  a  lover  of  pleasure  at  the  same  time — a  eom- 
bination  which  usiuilly  makes  a  meaner  man  than 
any  other  known  mixture  of  qualities.  When 
he  had  reached  manhood,  and  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  meet  his  uncle,  whose  destined 
heir  he  was,  great  caution  was  to  be  used  in  or- 
der to  keej)  the  old  gentleman  from  being  hope- 
lessly disgusted  with  his  nej)hcw's  habits  and 
tastes.  It  became  important,  in  the  first  place, 
for  him  to  drop  his  ordinary  topics  of  conversa- 
tion and  thought.  This  was  not  very  difficult. 
Then  it  was  equally  necessary  that  he  should 
appear  in  something  beside  his  usual  gay  attire. 
This  he  accomplished  by  liaving  a  change  of 
raiment  at  an  obscure  inn  in  the  vicinity  of  Sir 
Hervey's  place,  with  which  he  would  clothe  him- 
self when  he  wished  to  dress  in  the  character  of 
a  thrifty  nephew.  One  other  difficulty  remained 
to  be  guarded  against :  Jack's  appetite  for  food 
was  proverbially  large.  This  would  never  do. 
So  when  he  proposed  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  uncle 
he  was  accustomed  to  eat  a  dinner  for  two  men 
at  some  friend's  house,  then  proceed  to  his  inn 
and  clothe  himself  in  threadbare  breeches,  darn- 
ed worsted  stockings  with  rusty  iron  buckles,  an 
old  worn-out  coat,  and  a  waistcoat  of  similar 
character.  Thus  prepared  he  called  on  the  old 
man,  had  no  appetite  for  dinner,  and  was  wel- 
comed as  a  virtuous  youth.  The  worthy  pair 
would  sit  with  a  single  stick  frostily  burning  in 
the  grate,  and  occasionally  one  glass  of  wine  be- 
tween them,  till  the  coming  daikness  sent  them 
to  bed  to  save  the  expense  of  a  light. 

But  now,  when  Jack  Meggot  was  in  his  for- 
tieth year,  his  uncle  died,  and  he  became  John 
Elwes,  with  an  immense  fortune  at  his  unlimited 
disposal.  He  had  always  been  stingy,  but  yet 
had  gamed  and  debauclied  himself  in  various 
ways  to  some  extent.  Now,  however,  he  turned 
over  a  new  leaf,  reformed,  and  began  to  educate 
himself  to  become  the  chief  of  misers.  Began 
to  educate  himself,  we  say,  because  even  he  could 
not  all  at  once  reach  the  summit  to  which  he 
afterward  attained.  For  a  few  years  he  kept  a 
pack  of  hounds,  though  this  was  his  only  ex- 
travagance, and  this  even  was  very  parsimoni- 
ously administered,  the  whole  establishment  of 
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horses,  hounds,  and  servants  costing  liim  but 
three  hundred  ])ounds  a  year.  At  this  time  in 
his  life,  too,  sti-ange  as  it  may  seem,  Ehves 
showed  signs  of  a  generosity  whicli  would  have 
been  remarkable  in  any  man,  and  which  in  him 
was  incomprehensible.  In  truth  the  opposing 
traits  of  character  shown  by  him  in  this,  which 
Sir  Bernard  calls  the  second  phase  of  his  career, 
are  absolutely  unreconcilable. 

He  had  a  great  deal  of  property  in  houses, 
and  it  naturally  followed  that  all  of  his  resi- 
dences would  not  be  let  at  once.  Wiicn  he  vis- 
ited London  he  was  accustomed  to  take  up  his 
abode  in  the  first  one  he  found  vacant.  If  a 
tenant  wished  that  he  gave  it  up  at  once,  and 
moved  into  another ;  which  he  could  very  easily 
do,  for  two  beds,  two  chairs,  a  table,  and  one 
old  female  servant  comi:)rised  the  whole  of  his 
household  and  chattels.  Connected  with  this 
servant  and  this  strange  manner  of  living  there 
is  a  sad  anecdote :  Mr.  Elwes  went  to  London 
in  the  usual  Avay,  and  an  acquaintance  who  de- 
sired to  see  him,  hearing  that  he  was  in  the 
city,  set  out  in  search  of  him.  For  a  long  time 
he  could  get  no  clew  to  his  Avhereabouts,  but  at 
last  found  a  person  who  said  he  had  seen  the 
miser  go  to  a  certain  uninhabited  house.  Thith- 
er the  inquirer  went,  but  could  find  no  sign  of 
life.  He  then  procured  the  services  of  a  black- 
smith and  entered  the  house,  which  seemed  de- 
serted and  drear.  The  two  men  soon  had  their 
attention  attracted  by  the  sound  of  moanings 
from  above.  Going  up  they  found  the  old  miser 
stretched  on  a  wretched  bed,  seemingly  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  Medicines  were  at  once  ad- 
ministered, and  the  patient  revived  sufficiently 
to  say  that  there  was  an  old  woman  in  the  house 
who  had  herself  been  ill,  but  he  supposed  she 
had  got  well  and  taken  herself  off.  The  two 
men,  hearing  this,  made  a  further  search  in  the 
attic,  and  found  the  old  woman  dead  on  the 
floor,  with  no  other  couch  than  a  ragged  quilt. 

Mr.  Elwes  once  agreed  to  stand  for  Parlia- 
ment on  condition  that  it  should  cost  him  no- 
thing. He  was  elected,  and  the  only  expense 
he  incurred  was  eighteen  pence  for  one  dinner 
at  a  tavern.  He  was  elected  three  successive 
times  without  opposition ;  but  finding  that  the 
fourth  election  was  to  be  a  divided  one  he  re- 
fused to  stand  on  account  of  the  cost,  though  he 
would  surely  have  been  victorious. 

By  the  time  he  left  parliamentary  life  Elwes 
was  considerably  advanced  in  years ;  and  now 
he  began  to  be  a  miser  in  earnest.  If  a  window 
were  broken,  a  ]jiecc  of  brown  paper  supplied  the 
place  of  glass ;  if  the  roof  leaked  over  his  head, 
he  would  move  his  chair  or  his  bed  into  a  drier 
portion  of  the  room :  to  save  fuel  he  would  walk 
up  and  down  till  he  was  tired,  and  then  would 
sit  with  his  servant  in  the  kitchen.  During 
harvest  time  he  would  glean  on  the  land  of  his 
own  tenants,  and  they  would  leave  more  grain 
than  usual  behind  to  ])iease  the  old  man.  As  the 
weatlier  grew  toward  winter  his  morning  occu- 
pation was  the  picking  up  of  chips,  bones,  or 
any  thing  which  he  could  burn.  To  keep  his 
purse  from  the  extortions  of  a  butcher  he  would 


himself  kill  a  sheep,  and  would  then  eat  mutton 
till  the  whole  was  consumed,  making  no  allow- 
ance for  the  decay  of  the  meat.  Concerning 
his  perfect  indifference  to  the  quality  of  food 
there  are  instances  narrated  which  are  too  revolt- 
ing for  publication.  But  at  last  nature  revenged 
herself  for  these  continual  insults,  and  the  old 
man  succumbed  to  the  fast-growing  ■weakness 
of  mind  and  body  which  preceded  death  but  a 
short  time.  For  months  before  his  end  his  slee]) 
was  haunted  by  terrible  dreams  of  robbery,  and 
in  the  dead  of  night  the  house  would  often  ring 
with  the  cry,  ' '  I  will  keep  my  money ;  I  will ! 
Nobody  shall  take  it  from  me!"  About  this 
time  he  came  near  falling  a  victim  to  a  matri- 
monial intrigue.  A  kitchen-maid,  at  whose  fire 
the  old  man  often  warmed  himself  to  save  fuel 
in  his  own  apartment,  bethought  herself  of  se- 
curing an  afrluent  future  by  marrying  him.  She 
accordingly  set  herself  to  work  to  show  him  such 
a  remarkable  degree  of  attention  that  he  was 
touched  by  it,  even  to  making  her  the  coveted 
offer  of  his  hand ;  his  relatives  discovered  the 
plot,  however,  and  prevented  the  romantic  de- 
noueinent.  For  six  weeks  before  his  death  Elwes 
took  to  sleeping  in  his  clothes,  and  at  last  he 
was  discovered  one  night  in  bed  with  his  shoes 
on  his  feet,  an  old  battered  hat  on  his  head,  and 
his  staff  in  his  hand.  From  that  date  a  servant 
was  set  to  watch  him  and  take  care  that  he  un- 
dressed himself;  but  he  was  so  much  attached 
to  the  other  way  that  he  endeavored  to  bribe  the 
guardian  with  the  promise  of  "  something  in  liis 
will."  And  so  he  died,  possessed  of  a  constitu- 
tion which,  with  proper  training  and  encourage- 
ment, would  have  easily  taken  him  through  an- 
other twenty  years.  He  left  two  fortunes  :  one, 
of  half  a  million  pounds,  to  two  illegitimate 
sons ;  and  the  entailed  estates,  of  great  value, 
to  his  grand-nephew,  who  was  to  assume,  and 
did  take,  the  names  and  arms  of  Harvey  and 
Elwes. 

It  would  be  curious  to  follow  this  wealth  so 
strangely  scraped  together.  But  Sir  Bernard 
has  duties  to  the  public,  and  the  hour  he  can  de- 
vote to  personal  reminiscences  is  at  an  end. 


AUTUMN  TIME. 

Time,  like  a  wrinkled  hermit,  sits. 
Counting  his  beads,  each  bead  a 

From  his  long  rosary  of  years 
Those  beads  drop  silently  away. 


day; 


Or,  as  a  sexton,  one  by  one. 

Puts  out  the  smouldering  funeral  lamps, 
And  leaves  the  corpse  alone  and  still, 

Amid  the  charnel's  dripping  damps. 

So  dealeth  Time,  who  strips  the  leaves 
Of  bankrui)t  summer's  rich  array, 

As  jailers  strip  the  trembling  fool 

Whose  spendthrift  wealth  has  had  its  day, 

Yet  these  are  but  the  feeble  types 
Of  higher  dooms  to  sons  of  clay, 

Of  shiver'd  globes  and  falling  worlds. 
And  earthquakes  of  the  latter  day. 
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Among  the  sheaves — the  golden  sheaves, 
An  empty  heart,  I  walk  forlorn : 

How  sadly  sigh  the  alder  leaves — 
I  loathe  those  fields  of  mellow  corn ! 

Among  the  sheaves — the  golden  sheaves, 
My  Iieart  is  full,  new  hopes  are  born : 


My  heart  is  faint — for  Hope  deceives : 
My  passion  may  be  met  by  scorn ! 

Among  the  sheaves — the  golden  sheaves. 
My  love  is  icon!     No  more  forlorn, 

How  sweet  the  whisp'ring  alder  leaves — 
1  bless  those  fields  of  vellow  corn ! 
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AIKS.  liOFFIN   DISOOVEES  AN   OXU'UAN.  —  [SEE  CUAPrEB  X\I.] 


OUR  MUTUAL  FEIEND. 

BY  CHARLES  DICKENS. 

IN  FOUR  BOOKS.— BOOK  THE  SECOND.     BIRDS  OF  A  FEATHER. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OF  AN  EDUCATIONAL  CHARACTER. 

THE  school  at  which  younpf  Charley  Hexam 
had  first  learned  from  a  book — the  streets 
beinp,  for  pupils  of  his  degree,  the  great  Prepar- 
atory Establishment  in  which  very  much  that  is 
never  unlearned  is  learned  without  and  before 
I)ook — was  a  miserable  loft  in  an  unsavory  yard. 
Its  atmosphere  was  oppressive  and  disagreeable  ; 


it  was  crowded,  noisy,  and  confusing ;  half  the 
pupils  dropped  asleep,  or  fell  into  a  state  of 
waking  stupefaction ;  the  other  half  kept  them 
in  either  condition  by  maintaining  a  monoton- 
ous droning  noise,  as  if  they  were  performing 
out  of  time  and  tune,  on  a  ruder  sort  of  bag- 
pipe. The  teachers,  animated  solely  by  good 
intentions,  had  no  idea  of  execution,  and  a  lam- 
entable jumble  was  the  upshot  of  their  kind  en- 
deavors. 
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It  was  a  school  for  all  ages,  and  for  both  sex- 
es. The  latter  were  kept  apart,  and  the  former 
were  partitioned  off  into  square  assortments. 
But  all  the  place  was  pervaded  by  a  grimly  lu- 
dicrous pretense  that  every  pupil  was  childish 
and  innocent.  This  pretense,  much  favored  by 
the  lady-visitors,  led  to  the  ghastliest  absurdi- 
ties. Young  women  old  in  the  vices  of  the 
commonest  and  worst  life,  were  expected  to  pro- 
fess themselves  enthralled  by  the  good  child's 
book,  the  Adventures  of  Little  Margery,  who 
resided  in  the  village  cottage  by  the  mill;  se- 
verely reproved  and  morally  squashed  the  mil- 
ler, when  she  was  five  and  he  was  fifty ;  divided 


her  porridge  with  singing  birds  ;  denied  herself 
a  new  nankeen  bonnet,  on  the  ground  that  the 
turnips  did  not  wear  nankeen  bonnets,  neither 
did  the  sheep  who  ate  them  ;  who  plaited  straw 
and  delivered  the  dreariest  orations  to  all  com- 
ers, at  all  sorts  of  unseasonable  times.  So,  un- 
wieldy young  dredgers  and  hulking  mud-larks 
were  referred  to  the  experiences  of  Thomas 
Twopence,  who,  having  resolved  not  to  rob  (un- 
der circumstances  of  uncommon  atrocity)  his 
particular  friend  and  benefactor,  of  eighteen- 
pence,  presently  came  into  supernatural  posses- 
sion of  three  and  sixpence,  and  lived  a  shining 
light  ever  afterward.     (Note,  that  the  benefac- 
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tor  came  to  no  good.)  Several  swaggering  sin- 
ners had  written  their  own  biographies  in  the 
same  strain  ;  it  always  appearing  from  the  les- 
sons of  those  very  boastful  persons,  that  you 
were  to  do  good,  not  because  it  was  good,  but 
because  yon  were  to  make  a  good  thing  of  it. 
Contrariwise,  the  adult  pupils  were  taught  to 
read  (if  they  could  learn)  out  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment ;  and  by  dint  of  stumbling  over  the  sylla- 
bles and  keeping  their  bewildered  eyes  on  the 
particular  syllables  coming  round  to  their  turn, 
were  as  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  sublime  his- 
tory, as  if  they  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  it. 
An  exceedingly  and  confoundingly  perplexing 
jumble  of  a  school,  in  fact,  where  black  spirits 
and  gray,  red  spirits  and  white,  jumbled  jum- 
bled jumbled  jumbled,  jumbled  every  night. 
And  particularly  every  Sunday  night.  For  then, 
an  inclined  plane  of  unfortunate  infants  would 
be  handed  over  to  the  prosiest  and  worst  of  all 
the  teachers  with  good  intentions,  whom  nobody 
older  would  endure.  Who,  taking  his  stand  on 
the  floor  before  them  as  chief  executioner,  would 
be  attended  by  a  conventional  volunteer  boy  as 
executioner's  assistant.  AVhen  and  where  it  first 
became  the  conventional  system  that  a  weary  or 
inattentive  infant  in  a  class  must  have  its  face 
smoothed  downward  with  a  hot  hand,  or  when 
and  where  the  conventional  volunteer  boy  first 
beheld  such  system  in  operation,  and  became  in- 
flamed with  a  sacred  zeal  to  administer  it,  mat- 
ters not.  It  was  the  function  of  the  chief  exe- 
cutioner to  hold  forth,  and  it  was  the  function 
of  the  acolyte  to  dart  at  sleeping  infants,  yawn- 
ing infants,  restless  infants,  whimpering  infants, 
and  smooth  their  wretched  faces ;  sometimes 
with  one  hand,  as  if  he  were  anointing  them  for 
a  whisker  ;  sometimes  with  both  hands,  apjjlied 
after  the  fashion  of  blinkers.  And  so  the  jum- 
ble would  be  in  action  in  this  department  for  a 
mortal  hour;  the  exponent  drawling  on  to  INIy 
Dcarerr  Childerrenerr,  let  us  say,  for  example, 
about  the  beautiful  coming  to  the  Sepulchre  ; 
and  repeating  the  word  Sepulchre  (commonly 
used  among  infants)  five  hundred  times,  and 
never  once  hinting  what  it  meant ;  the  conven- 
tional boy  smoothing  away  right  and  left,  as  an 
infallible  commentary;  the  whole  hot-bed  of 
flushed  and  exhausted  infants  exchanging  mea- 
sles, rashes,  whooping-cough,  fever,  and  stomach 
disorders,  as  if  they  were  assembled  in  High 
Market  for  the  purpose. 

Even  in  this  temple  of  good  intentions,  an  ex- 
ceptionally sharp  boy  exceptionally  determined 
to  learn,  could  learn  something,  and,  having 
learned  it,  could  impart  it  much  better  than  the 
teachers  ;  as  being  more  knowing  than  they,  and 
not  at  the  disadvantage  in  which  they  stood  to- 
ward the  shrewder  pupils.  In  this  way  it  had 
come  about  that  Charley  Hexam  had  risen  in 
the  jumble,  taught  in  the  jumble,  and  been  re- 
ceived from  the  jumble  into  a  better  school. 

"  So  you  want  to  go  and  see  your  sister.  Hex- 
am?" 

"If  you  please,  Mr.  Headstone." 


"  I  have  half  a  mind  to  go  with  you.  Where 
does  your  sister  live  ?" 

"  Why,  she  is  not  settled  yet,  Mr.  Headstone. 
I'd  rather  you  didn't  see  her  till  she  is  settled, 
if  it  was  all  the  same  to  you." 

"Look  here,  Hexam."  Mr.  Bradley  Head- 
stone, highly  certificated  stipendiary  schoolmas- 
ter, drew  his  right  forefinger  through  one  of  the 
button-holes  of  the  boy's  coat,  and  looked  at  it 
attentively.  "I  hope  your  sister  may  be  good 
company  for  you  ?" 

"  Why  do  you  doubt  it,  Mr.  Headstone?" 

"I  did  not  sny  I  doubted  it." 

"  No,  Sir;  you  didn't  say  so." 

Bradley  Headstone  looked  at  his  finger  again, 
took  it  out  of  the  button-hole  and  looked  at  it 
closer,  bit  the  side  of  it  and  looked  at  it  again. 

"  You  see,  Hexam,  you  will  be  one  of  us.  In 
good  time  you  are  sure  to  pass  a  creditable  ex- 
amination and  become  one  of  us.  Then  the 
question  is — " 

The  boy  waited  so  long  for  the  question,  while 
the  schoolmaster  looked  at  a  new  side  of  his  fin- 
ger, and  bit  it,  and  looked  at  it  again,  that  et 
length  the  boy  repeated  : 

"The  question  is,  Sir—?" 

"Whether  you  had  not  better  leave  well 
alone." 

"Is  it  well  to  leave  my  sister  alone,  Mr. 
Headstone  ?" 

"  I  do  not  say  so,  because  I  do  not  know.  I 
put  it  to  you.  I  ask  you  to  think  of  it.  I  want 
you  to  consider.  You  know  how  well  you  are 
doing  here." 

"After  all,  she  got  me  here,"  said  the  boy, 
with  a  struggle. 

"Perceiving  the  necessity  of  it,"  acquiesced 
the  schoolmaster,  "and  making  up  her  mind 
fully  to  the  separation.     Yes." 

The  boy,  with  a  return  of  that  former  reluct- 
ance or  struggle  or  whatever  it  was,  seemed  to 
debate  with  himself.  At  length  he  said,  raising 
his  eyes  to  the  master's  face : 

"I  wish  you'd  come  with  me  and  see  her, 
Mr.  Headstone,  though  she  is  not  settled.  I 
wish  you'd  come  with  me,  and  take  her  in  the 
rough,  and  judge  her  for  yourself." 

"You  are  sure  you  would  not  like,"  asked 
the  schoolmaster,  "to  prepare  her?" 

"My  sister  Lizzie,"  said  the  boy,  proudly, 
"wants  no  preparing,  Mr.  Headstone.  What 
she  is,  she  is,  and  shows  herself  to  be.  There's 
no  pretending  about  my  sister." 

His  confidence  in  her  sat  more  easil}''  upon 
him  than  the  indecision  with  which  he  had 
twice  contended.  It  was  his  better  nature  to 
be  true  to  her,  if  it  were  his  worse  nature  to  be 
wholly  selfish.  And  as  yet  the  better  nature 
had  the  stronger  hold. 

"Well,  I  can  spare  the  evening,"  said  the 
schoolmaster.     "I  am  ready  to  walk  with  you." 

"Thank  you,  Mr.  Headstone.  And  I  am 
ready  to  go." 

Bradley  Headstone,  in  his  decent  black  coat 
and  waistcoat,  and  decent  wliite  shirt,  and  de- 
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cent  formal  black  tie,  and  decent  pantaloons  of 
])e]t])er  and  salt,  with  his  decent  silver  watch  in 
his  pocket  and  its  decent  hair-guard  round  his 
neck,  looked  a  thoroughly  decent  young  man 
of  six-and-twcnty.  lie  was  never  seen  in  any 
other  dress,  and  yet  there  was  a  certain  stiffness 
in  his  manner  of  wearing  this,  as  if  there  were  a 
want  of  adaptation  between  him  and  it,  recall- 
ing some  mechanics  in  their  holiday  clothes, 
lie  had  acquired  mechanically  a  great  store  of 
teacher's  knowledge.  He  could  do  mental  arith- 
metic mechanically,  sing  at  sight  mechanical- 
ly, blow  various  wind  instruments  mechanical- 
ly, even  jjlay  the  great  church  organ  mechanic- 
ally. From  his  early  childhood  up,  his  mind 
had  been  a  place  of  mechanical  stowage.  The 
arrangement  of  his  wholesale  warehouse,  so  that 
it  miglit  be  always  ready  to  meet  the  demands 
of  retail  dealers — history  here,  geography  there, 
astronomy  to  the  right,  political  economy  to  the 
left — natural  history,  the  jdiysical  sciences,  fig- 
ures, music,  the  lower  nuithematics,  and  what 
not,  all  in  their  several  places — this  care  had 
imparted  to  his  countenance  a  look  of  caro ; 
while  the  habit  of  questioning  and  being  ques- 
tioned had  given  him  a  suspicions  manner,  or  a 
manner  that  w(Hild  be  better  described  as  one 
of  lying  in  wait.  There  was  a  kind  of  settled 
trouble  in  the  face.  It  was  the  face  belonging 
to  a  naturally  slow  or  inattentive  intellect  that 
had  toiled  hard  to  get  what  it  had  won,  and 
that  had  to  hold  it  now  that  it  was  gotten.  lie 
always  seemeil  to  be  uneasy  lest  any  thing  should 
be  missing  from  his  mental  warehouse,  and  tak- 
ing stock  to  assure  himself. 

Sui)pression  of  so  much  to  make  room  for  so 
much  had  given  him  a  constrained  manner, 
over  and  above.  Yet  there  was  enough  of  what 
was  animal,  and  of  what  was  fl(Ky  (though 
smouldering),  still  visible  in  him,  to  suggest  that 
if  young  Bradley  Headstone,  when  a  pauper  lad, 
had  chanced  to  be  told  off  for  the  sea,  he  would 
not  have  been  the  last  man  in  a  ship's  crew. 
Regarding  that  origin  of  his,  he  was  proud, 
moody,  and  sullen,  desiring  it  to  be  forgotten. 
And  few  people  knew  of  it. 

In  some  visits  to  the  Jumble  his  attention  had 
been  attracted  to  this  boy  Ilexam.  An  undeni- 
able boy  for  a  pupil-teacher  ;  an  undeniable  boy 
to  do  credit  to  the  master  who  should  bring  him 
on.  Combined  with  this  consideration,  there 
may  have  been  some  thought  of  the  pauper  lad 
now  never  to  be  mentioned.  Be  that  how  it 
might,  he  had  with  pains  gradually  worked  the 
boy  into  his  own  school,  and  procured  him  some 
offices  to  discharge  there,  which  were  repaid 
with  food  and  lodging.  Such  were  the  circum- 
stances that  had  brought  together  Bradley  Head- 
stone and  young  Charley  Hexam  that  autumn 
eveViing.  Autumn,  because  full  half  a  year  had 
come  and  gone  since  the  bird  of  prey  lay  dead 
upon  the  river-shore. 

The  schools — for  they  were  twofold,  as  the 
sexes — were  down  in  that  district  of  the  flat 
country  tending   to  the  Thames,  where  Kent 


and  Surrey  meet,  and  where  the  railways  still 
bestride  the  market-gardens  that  will  soon  die 
under  them.  The  schools  were  newly  built,  and 
there  were  so  many  like  them  all  over  the  coun- 
try that  one  might  have  thought  the  whole  were 
but  one  restless  edifice  with  the  locomotive  gift 
of  Aladdin's  palace.  They  were  in  a  neighbor- 
hood which  looked  like  a  toy  neighborhood  taken 
in  blocks  out  of  a  box  by  a  child  of  particularly 
incoherent  mind,  and  set  up  any  how  ;  here,  one 
side  of  a  new  street ;  there,  a  large  solitary  pub- 
lic house  facing  nowhere;  here,  another  unfin- 
ished street  already  in  ruins ;  there,  a  church  ; 
here,  an  immense  new  warehouse ;  there,  a  di- 
lapidated old  country  villa;  then,  a  medley  of 
black  ditch,  sparkling  cucumber- frame,  rank 
field,  richly  cultivated  kitchen -garden,  brick 
viaduct,  arch-spanned  canal,  and  disorder  of 
frowzincss  and  fog.  As  if  the  child  had  given 
the  table  a  kick,  and  gone  to  sleep. 

But,  even  among  school -buildings,  school- 
teachers, and  scliool-pujiils,  all  according  to  pat- 
tern and  all  engendered  in  tlie  light  of  the  latest 
Gosjjcl  according  to  Monotony,  the  older  pattern 
into  which  so  many  fortunes  have  been  shaped 
for  good  and  evil,  comes  out.  It  came  out  in 
Miss  Peccher  the  schoolmistress,  watering  her 
flowers,  as  Mr.  Bradley  Headstone  walked  forth. 
It  came  out  in  Miss  reecher  the  schoolmistress, 
watering  the  flowers  in  the  little  dusty  bit  of 
garden  attached  to  her  small  official  residence, 
witli  little  windows  like  the  eyes  in  needles,  and 
little  doors  like  the  covers  of  school  books. 

Small,  shining,  neat,  methodical,  and  buxom 
was  jNIiss  Pceclier :  cherry-cheeked  and  tuneful 
of  voice.  A  little  pin-cushion,  a  little  housewife, 
a  little  book,  a  little  work-box,  a  little  set  of  ta- 
bles and  weights  and  measures,  and  a  little  wo- 
man, all  in  one.  She  could  write  a  little  essay 
on  any  subject,  exactly  a  slate  long,  beginning 
at  the  left-hand  top  of  one  side  and  ending  at 
the  right-hand  bottom  of  the  other,  and  the  es- 
say should  be  strictly  according  to  rule.  If  Mr. 
Bradley  Headstone  had  addressed  a  written  pro- 
posal of  marriage  to  her,  she  would  probably 
have  replied  in  a  complete  little  essay  on  the 
theme  exactly  a  slate  long,  but  would  certainly 
have  replied  Yes.  For  she  loved  him.  The  de- 
cent hair-guard  that  went  round  his  neck  and 
took  care  of  his  decent  silver  watch  was  an  ob- 
ject of  envy  to  her.  So  would  Miss  Peecher 
have  gone  round  his  neck  and  taken  care  of 
him.  Of  him,  insensible.  Because  he  did  not 
love  Miss  Peecher. 

INIiss  Peecher's  favorite  pupil,  who  assisted 
her  in  her  little  household,  was  in  attendance 
with  a  can  of  water  to  replenish  her  little  wa- 
tering-pot, and  sufficiently  divined  the  state  of 
Miss  Peecher's  affections  to  feel  it  necessary 
that  she  herself  should  love  young  Charley  Hex- 
am.  So  there  was  a  double  palpitation  among 
the  double  stocks  and  double  wall-flowers  when 
the  master  and  the  boy  looked  over  the  little  gate. 

"A  fine  evening,  Miss  Peecher,"  said  the 
Master. 
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"A  very  fine  evening,  Mr.  Headstone,"  said 
Miss  reecher.     "  Are  you  taking  a  walk  ?" 

"  Hexam  and  I  are  going  to  take  a  long  walk." 

"Charming  weather/'  remarked  Miss  reech- 
er, "./b?"  a  long  walk." 

"Ours  is  rather  on  business  than  mere  pleas- 
ure," said  the  blaster. 

Miss  Peecher  inverting  her  watering-pot,  and 
very  carefully  shaking  out  the  few  last  drops  over 
a  flower,  as  if  there  were  some  special  virtue  in 
them  which  would  make  it  a  Jack's  bean-stalk 
before  morning,  called  for  replenishment  to  her 
pupil,  who  had  been  speaking  to  the  boy. 

"Go©d-night,  Miss  Peecher,"  said  the  Master. 

"Good-night,  Mr.  Headstone,"  said  the  Mis- 
tress. 

The  pupil  had  been,  in  her  state  of  pupilage, 
so  imbued  with  the  class-custom  of  stretching 
out  an  arm,  as  if  to  hail  a  cab  or  omnibus,  when- 
ever she  found  she  had  an  observation  on  hand 
to  offer  to  Miss  Peecher,  that  she  often  did  it  in 
their  domestic  relations;  and  she  did  it  now. 

"Well,  Mary  Anne?"  said  Miss  Peecher. 

"  If  you  please,  ma'am,  Hexam  said  they  were 
going  to  see  his  sister." 

"But  that  can't  be,  I  think,"  returned  Miss 
Peecher  :  "  because  Mr.  Headstone  can  have  no 
business  with  her,''' 

Mary  Anne  again  hailed. 

"Well,  Mary  Anne?" 

"If  you  please,  ma'am,  perhaps  it's  Hexam's 
business?" 

"That  may  be,"  said  Miss  Peecher.  "I 
didn't  think  of  that.  Not  that  it  matters  at 
all." 

Mary  Anne  again  hailed. 

"Well,  Mary  Anne?" 

"They  say  she's  very  handsome." 

"Oh,  Mary  Anne,  Mary  Anne!"  returned 
Miss  Peecher,  slightly  coloring  and  shaking  her 
head,  a  little  out  of  humor ;  "  how  often  have  I 
told  you  not  to  use  that  vague  expression,  not 
to  speak  in  that  general  way?  When  you  say 
they  say,  what  do  you  mean?  Part  of  speech 
They?" 

Mary  Anne  hooked  her  right  arm  behind  her 
in  her  left  hand,  as  being  under  examination, 
and  replied : 

"Personal  pronoun." 

"Person,  They?" 

"Third  person." 

"Number,  They?" 

"Plural  number." 

"Then  how  many  do  yoii  mean,  Mary  Anne? 
Two?     Or  more?" 

"I  beg  your  pardon,  ma'am,"  said  Mary 
Anne,  disconcerted  now  she  came  to  think  of 
it;  "but  I  don't  know  that  I  mean  more  than 
her  brother  himself."  As  she  said  it,  she  un- 
hooked lier  arm. 

"  I  felt  convinced  of  it,"  returned  Miss  Peech- 
er, smiling  again.  "  Now  pray,  Mary  Anne,  be 
("ireful  another  time.  He  says  is  very  different 
tVom  they  say,  remember.  Difference  between 
he  says  and  they  say?     Give  it  me." 


Mary  Anne  immediately  hooked  her  right  arm 
behind  her  in  her  left  hand — an  attitude  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  situation — and  replied : 
"One  is  indicative  mood,  present  tense,  third 
person  singular,  verb  active  to  say.  Other  is 
indicative  mood,  present  tense,  third  person 
plural,  verb  active  to  say." 

"Why  verb  active,  Mary  Anne?" 

"Because  it  takes  a  pronoun  after  it  in  the 
objective  case,  Miss  Peecher." 

"  Very  good  indeed,"  remarked  Miss  Peecher, 
with  encouragement.  "In  fact,  could  not  be 
better.  Don't  forget  to  apply  it,  another  time, 
Mary  Anne."  This  said.  Miss  Peecher  finished 
the  watering  of  her  flowers,  and  went  into  her 
little  official  residence,  and  took  a  refresher  of 
the  principal  rivers  and  mountains  of  the  world, 
their  breadths,  depths,  and  heights,  before  set- 
tling the  measurement!  of  the  body  of  a  dress 
for  her  own  personal  occupation. 

Bradley  Headstone  and  Charley  Hexam  duly 
got  to  the  Surrey  side  of  Westminster  Bridge, 
and  crossed  the  bridge,  and  made  along  the 
Middlesex  shore  toward  Millbank.  In  this  re- 
gion are  a  certain  little  street  called  Church 
Street,  and  a  certain  little  blind  square,  called 
Smith  Square,  in  the  centre  of  which  last  re- 
treat is  a  very  hideous  church  with  four  towers 
at  the  four  corners,  generally  resembling  some 
petrified  monster,  frightful  and  gigantic,  on  its 
back  with  its  legs  in  the  air.  They  found  a  tree 
near  by  in  a  corner,  and  a  blacksmith's  forge, 
and  a  timber-yard,  and  a  dealer's  in  old  iron. 
What  a  rusty  portion  of  a  boiler  and  a  great 
iron  wheel  or  so  meant  by  lying  half  buried  in 
the  dealer's  fore-court,  nobody  seemed  to  know 
or  to  want  to  know.  Like  the  Miller  of  ques- 
tionable jollity  in  the  song.  They  cared  for  No- 
body, no  not  they,  and  Nobody  cared  for  them. 

After  making  the  round  of  this  place,  and  not- 
ing that  there  was  a  deadly  kind  of  repose  on  it, 
more  as  though  it  had  taken  laudanum  than 
fallen  into  a  natural  rest,  they  stopped  at  the 
point  where  the  street  and  the  square  joined, 
and  where  there  were  some  little  quiet  houses  in 
a  row.  To  these  Charley  Hexam  finally  led  the 
way,  and  at  one  of  these  stopped. 

"This  must  be  where  my  sister  lives.  Sir. 
This  is  where  she  came  for  a  temporary  lodging 
soon  after  father's  death." 

"  How  often  have  you  seen  her  since?" 

"Why,  only  twice.  Sir,"  returned  the  boy, 
with  his  former  reluctance  ;  "  but  that's  as  much 
her  doing  as  mine." 

"  How  does  she  support  herself?" 

"She  was  always  a  fair  needle-woman,  and 
she  keeps  the  stock-room  of  a  seaman's  out- 
fitter." 

"Does  she  ever  work  at  her  own  lodging 
here?" 

"  Sometimes  ;  but  her  regular  hours  and  reg- 
ular occupation  are  at  their  place  of  business,  I 
believe.  Sir.     This  is  the  number." 

The  boy  knocked  at  a  door,  and  the  door 
promptly  opened  with  a  spring  and  a  click.     A 
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parlor  door  within  a  small  entry  stood  open,  and 
disclosed  a  child — a  dwarf — a  girl — a  something 
— sitting  on  a  little  low  old-fashioned  arm-chair, 
which  had  a  kind  of  little  working  bench  be- 
fore it. 

"  I  can't  get  up,"  said  the  child,  "because  my 
back's  bad,  and  my  legs  are  queer.  But  I'm  the 
l)erson  of  the  house." 

"Who  else  is  at  home?"  asked  Charley  Hex- 
am,  staring. 

"Nobody's  at  home  at  present,"  returned  the 
child,  with  a  glib  assertion  of  her  dignity,  ' '  ex- 
cept the  person  of  the  house.  What  did  you 
want,  young  man  ?" 

"  I  wanted  to  see  my  sister." 

"Many  young  men  have  sisters,"  returned  the 
child.     "  Give  me  your  name,  young  man." 

The  queer  little  figure,  and  the  queer  but  not 
ugly  little  face,  with  its  bright  gray  eyes,  were 
^io  sharp,  that  the  sharpness  of  the  manner  seem- 
ed unavoidable.  As  if,  being  turned  out  of  that 
mould,  it  must  be  sharp. 

"  Hcxam  is  my  name." 

"Ah,  indeed  ?"'  said  the  person  of  the  house. 
"  I  thought  it  might  be.  Your  sister  will  be  in 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  am  very  fond 
of  your  sister.  She's  my  })articnlar  friend. 
Take  a  seat.     And  this  gentleman's  name?" 

"Mr.  Headstone,  my  schoolmaster." 

"Take  a  seat.  And  would  you  please  to  shut 
the  street  door  first?  I  can't  very  well  do  it 
myself,  because  my  back's  so  bad,  and  my  legs 
are  so  queer." 

They  comj)lied  in  silence,  and  the  little  figure 
went  on  with  its  work  of  gumming  or  gluing  to- 
gether with  a  camel's-hair  brush  certain  pieces 
of  card-board  and  thin  wood,  previously  cut  into 
various  shapes.  The  scissors  and  knives  upon 
the  bench  showed  that  the  child  herself  had  cut 
them ;  and  the  bright  scraps  of  velvet  and  silk 
and  ribbon  also  strewn  ui)on  the  bench  showed 
that  when  duly  stuficd  (and  stufiiiig  too  was 
there),  she  was  to  cover  them  smartly.  The 
dexterity  of  her  nimble  fingers  was  remarkable, 
and,  as  she  brought  two  thin  edges  accurately 
together  by  giving  them  a  little  bite,  she  would 
glance  at  the  visitors  out  of  the  corners  of  her 
gray  eyes  with  a  look  that  out-sharpened  all  her 
other  sharpness. 

"You  can't  tell  me  the  name  of  my  trade,  I'll 
be  bound,"  she  said,  after  taking  several  of  these 
observations. 

"You  make  pin-cushions,"  said  Charley. 

"What  else  do  I  make?" 

"Pen-wipers,"  said  Bradley  Headstone. 

"Ha!  ha!  What  else  do' I  make?  You're 
a  schoolmaster,  but  you  can't  tell  me." 

"You  do  something,"  he  returned,  pointing 
to  a  corner  of  the  little  bench,  "with  straw ;  but 
I  don't  know  what." 

"Well  done  you!"  cried  the  person  of  the 
house.  "I  only  make  pin-cushions  and  pen- 
wipers to  use  up  my  waste.  But  my  straw  really 
does  belong  to  my  business.  Try  again.  What 
do  I  make  with  my  straw  ?" 


"Dinner-mats?" 

"  A  schoolmaster,  and  says  dinner-mats  !  I'll 
give  you  a  clew  to  my  trade,  in  a  game  of  for- 
feits. I  love  my  love  with  a  B  because  she's 
Beautiful ;  I  hate  my  love  with  a  B  because  she 
is  Brazen ;  I  took  her  to  the  sign  of  the  Blue 
Boar,  and  I  treated  her  with  Bonnets ;  her 
name's  Bouncer,  and  she  lives  in  Bedlam. — 
Now,  what  do  I  make  with  my  straw  ?" 

"Ladies'  bonnets?" 

"Fine  ladies',"  said  the  person  of  the  house, 
nodding  assent.  "Dolls'.  I'm  a  Doll's  Dress- 
maker." 

"I  hope  it's  a  good  business?" 

The  person  of  the  house  shrugged  her  shoul- 
ders and  shook  her  head.  "No.  Poorly  paid. 
And  I'm  often  so  pressed  for  time !  I  had  a 
doll  married,  last  week,  and  was  obliged  to  work 
all  night.  And  it's  not  good  for  me,  on  account 
of  my  back  being  so  bad  and  my  legs  so  queer." 

They  looked  at  the  little  creature  with  a  won- 
der that  did  not  diminish,  and  the  schoolmaster 
said :  "I  am  sorry  your  fine  ladies  are  so  incon- 
siderate." 

"It's  the  way  with  them,"  said  the  person 
of  the  house,  shrugging  her  shoulders  again. 
"And  they  take  no  care  of  their  clothes,  and 
they  never  keep  to  the  same  fashions  a  month. 
I  work  for  a  doll  with  three  daughters.  Bless 
you,  she's  enough  to  ruin  her  husband  I" 

The  ])erson  of  the  house  gave  a  weird  little 
laugh  here,  and  gave  them  another  look  out  of 
the  corners  of  her  eyes.  She  had  an  elfin  chin 
that  was  ca])able  of  great  expression  ;  and  when- 
ever she  gave  this  look  she  hitched  this  chin  up. 
As  if  her  eyes  and  her  chin  worked  together  on 
the  same  wires. 

"Are  you  always  as  busy  as  you  are  now?" 

"Busier.  I'm  slack  just  now.  I  finished  a 
large  mourning  order  the  day  before  yesterday. 
Doll  I  work  for  lost  a  canary-bird."  The  per- 
son of  the  house  gave  another  little  laugh,  and 
then  nodded  her  head  several  times,  as  who 
should  moralize,  "Oh  this  world,  this  world!" 

"Are  you  alone  all  day?"  asked  Bradley 
Headstone.  "Don't  any  of  the  neighboring 
children—?" 

"Ah,  lud!"  cried  the  person  of  the  house, 
with  a  little  scream,  as  if  the  word  had  pricked 
her.  "Don't  talk  of  children.  I  can't  bear 
children.  /  know  their  tricks  and  their  man- 
ners." She  said  this  with  an  angry  little  shake 
of  her  right  fist  close  before  her  eyes. 

Perhaps  it  scarcely  required  the  teacher-habit 
to  perceive  that  the  doll's  dress-maker  was  in- 
clined to  be  bitter  on  the  diff'erence  between  her- 
self and  other  children.  But  both  master  and 
pupil  understood  it  so. 

"Always  running  about  and  screeching,  al- 
ways playing  and  fighting,  always  skip-skip-skip- 
ping on  the  pavement  and  chalking  it  for  their 
games  !  Oh !  /  know  their  tricks  and  their  man- 
ners!"  Shaking  the  little  fist  as  before.  "  And 
that's  not  all.  Ever  so  often  calling  names  in 
through  a  person's  keyhole,  and  imitating  a  per- 
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son's  back  and  legs.  Oh  I  /  know  their  tricks 
and  their  manners.  And  I'll  tell  you  what  I'd 
do  to  punish  'cm.  There's  doors  under  the 
church  in  the  Squarc^black  doors,  leading  into 
black  vaults.  Well  I  I'd  open  one  of  those  doors, 
and  I'd  cram  "em  all  in,  and  then  I'd  lock  the 
door  and  through  the  keyhole  I'd  blow  in  pepper." 

"What  would  be  the  good  of  blowing  in  pep- 
per?" asked  Charley  Hexam. 

"  To  set  'em  sneezing,"  said  the  person  of  tlie 
house,  "and  make  their  eyes  water.  And  when 
they  were  all  sneezing  and  inflamed,  I'd  mock 
'em  through  the  keyhole.  Just  as  they,  with 
their  tricks  and  their  manners,  mock  a  person 
through  a  person's  keyhole !" 

An  uncommonly  emphatic  shake  of  her  little 
tlst  close  before  her  eyes  seemed  to  ease  the  mind 
of  the  person  of  the  house  ;  for  she  added  with 
recovered  composure,  "No,  no,  no.  No  chil- 
dren for  me.     Give  me  grown-ups." 

It  was  difficult  to  guess  the  age  of  this  strange 
creature,  for  her  poor  figure  furnished  no  clew 
to  it,  and  her  face  was  at  once  so  young  and  so 
old.  Twelve,  or  at  the  most  thirteen,  might  be 
near  the  mark. 

"I  always  did  like  grown-ups,"  she  went  on, 
"and  always  kept  company  with  them.  So 
sensible.  Sit  so  quiet.  Don't  go  prancing  and 
capering  about!  And  I  mean  always  to  keep 
among  none  but  grown-ups  till  I  marry.  I  sup- 
pose I  must  make  up  my  mind  to  marry  one  of 
these  days." 

She  listened  to  a  step  outside  that  caught  her 
ear,  and  there  was  a  soft  knock  at  the  door. 
Pulling  at  a  handle  within  her  reach,  she  said, 
with  a  pleased  laugh:  "Now  here,  for  instance, 
is  a  grown-up  that's  my  particular  friend  !"  and 
Lizzie  Hexam  in  a  black  dress  entered  the 
room. 

"Charley!     You!" 

Taking  him  to  her  aiTns  in  the  old  way — of 
which  he  seemed  a  little  ashamed— she  saw  no 
one  else. 

"There,  there,  there,  Liz,  all  right  my  dear. 
See!     Here's  ]\Ir.  Headstone  come  with  me." 

Her  eyes  met  those  of  the  schoolmaster,  who 
had  evidently  expected  to  see  a  very  different 
sort  of  person,  and  a  murmured  word  or  two  of 
salutation  passed  between  them.  She  was  a  lit- 
tle flurried  by  tl>e  unexpected  visit,  and  the 
schoolmaster  was  not  at  his  ease.  But  he  never 
was,  quite. 

"I  told  Mr.  Headstone  yon  were  not  settled, 
Liz,  but  he  was  so  kind  as  to  take  an  interest  in 
coming,  and  so  I  brought  him.  How  well  you 
look!" 

Bradley  seemed  to  think  so. 

"Ah !  Don't  she,  don't  she  ?"  cried  the  per- 
son of  the  house,  resuming  her  occupation, 
though  the  twilight  was  falling  fast.  "I  believe 
you  she  does!  But  go  on  with  your  chat,  one 
and  all : 

'You  one  two  three, 
My  com-p:i-nic, 
And  don't  mind  me.' " 


— pointing  this  impromptu  rhyme  with  three 
points  of  her  thin  forefinger. 

"I  didn't  expect  a  visit  from  you,  Charley," 
said  his  sister.  "I  supposed  that  if  you  wanted 
to  see  me  you  would  have  sent  to  me,  appoint- 
ing me  to  come  somewhere  near  the  school,  as 
I  did  last  time.  I  saw  my  brother  near  the 
school.  Sir,"  to  Bradley  Headstone,  "because  it's 
easier  for  me  to  go  there  than  for  him  to  come 
here.  I  work  about  midway  between  the  two 
places." 

"You  don't  see  much  of  one  another,"  said 
Bradley,  not  improving  in  respect  of  ease. 

"No."  With  a  rather  sad  shake  of  her 
head.  "  Charley  always  does  well,  Mr.  Head- 
stone ?" 

"He  could  not  do  better.  I  regard  his  course 
as  quite  plain  before  him." 

"I  hoped  so.  I  am  so  thankful.  So  well 
done  of  you,  Charley  dear !  It  is  better  for  me 
not  to  come  (except  when  he  wants  me)  between 
him  and  his  prospects.  You  think  so,  Mr.  Head- 
stone?" 

Conscious  that  his  pupil-teacher  was  looking 
for  his  answer,  and  that  he  himself  had  suggested 
the  boy's  keeping  aloof  from  this  sister,  now  seen 
for  the  first  time  face  to  face,  Bradley  Head- 
stone stammered :  « 

"Your  brother  is  very  much  occupied,  you 
know.  He  has  to  work  hard.  One  can  not  but 
say  that  the  less  his  attention  is  diverted  from 
his  work  the  better  for  his  future.  When  he 
shall  have  established  himself,  why  then — it  will 
be  another  thing  then." 

Lizzie  shook  her  head  again,  and  returned 
with  a  quiet  smile:  "I  always  advised  him  as 
you  advise  him.     Did  I  not,  Charley?'' 

"  Well,  never  mind  that  now,"  said  the  boy. 
"How  are  you  getting  on?" 

"Very  well,  Charley.     I  want  for  nothing." 

"  You  have  your  own  room  here  ?" 

"Oh  yes.  Up  stairs.  And  it's  quiet,  and 
pleasant,  and  airy." 

"  And  she  always  has  the  use  of  this  room  for 
visitors,"  said  the  person  of  the  house,  screwing 
up  one  of  her  little  bony  fists,  like  an  opera-glass, 
and  looking  through  it,  with  her  eyes  and  her 
chin  in  that  quaint  accordance.  "Always  this 
room  for  visitors  ;  haven't  you,  Lizzie  dear  ?" 

It  happened  that  Bradley  Headstone  noticed 
a  very  slight  action  of  Lizzie  Hexam's  hand,  as 
though  it  checked  the  doll's  dress-maker.  And 
it  happened  that  the  latter  noticed  him  in  the 
same  instant ;  for  she  made  a  double  eye-glass 
of  her  two  hands,  looked  at  him  through  it,  and 
cried,  with  a  waggish  shake  of  her  head :  "Aha ! 
Caught  you  spying,  did  I?" 

It  might  have  fallen  out  so,  any  way;  but 
Bradley  Headstone  also  noticed  that  immediate- 
ly after  this,  Lizzie,  who  had  not  taken  off  her 
bonnet,  rather  hurriedly  proposed  that  as  the 
room  was  getting  dark  they  should  go  out  into 
the  air.  They  went  out;  the  visitors  saying 
good-night  to  the  doll's  dress-maker,  Avhom  they 
left  leaning  back  in  her  chair  with  her  arms 
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crossed,  singing  to  herself  in  a  sweet  thoughtful 
little  voice. 

"I'll  saunter  on  by  the  river,"  said  Bradley. 
"You  will  be  glad  to  talk  together." 

As  his  uneasy  figure  went  on  before  them 
among  the  evening  shadows  the  boy  said  to  his 
sister,  petulantly : 

"  When  arc  you  going  to  settle  yourself  in 
some  Christian  sort  of  place,  Liz?  I  thought 
you  were  going  to  do  it  before  now." 

"I  am  very  well  where  I  am,  Charley." 

*'Very  well  where  you  are!  I  am  ashamed 
to  have  brought  IMr.  Headstone  with  me.  How 
came  you  to  get  into  such  company  as  that  little 
witch's?" 

"By  chance  at  first,  as  it  seemed,  Charley. 
But  I  think  it  must  have  been  !)v  something  more 
than  chance,  fijr  that  child —  You  remember 
the  bills  upon  the  walls  at  home?" 

"Confound  the  bills  upon  the  walls  at  home  I 
I  want  to  forg(>t  the  bills  uj)on  the  walls  at  home, 
and  it  would  be  better  tor  you  to  do  tiie  same," 
grumbled  the  boy.     "\Vell;  what  of  them?" 

"This  child  is  the  grandchild  of  the  old  man." 

"What  old  man?" 

"The  terrible  drunken  old  man  in  the  list 
slippers  and  the  night-cap," 

The  l)t)y  asked,  rubbing  his  nose  in  a  manner 
that  half  exjUTSsed  vexation  at  hearing  so  much, 
and  half  curiosity  to  hear  more:  "  How  came 
you  to  make  that  out?     What  a  girl  you  arc!" 

"The  child's  father  is  emi)l()yed  by  the  house 
Oiat  employs  me  ;  that's  how  I  came  to  know  it, 
Charley.  The  father  is  like  his  own  father,  a 
weak  wretched  trembling  creature,  falling  to 
pieces,  never  sober.  But  a  good  workman  too, 
at  the  work  he  does.  The  mother  is  dead. 
This  poor  ailing  little  creature  has  come  to  be 
what  she  is,  surrounded  by  drunken  j)co])le  from 
her  cradle — if  she  ever  had  one,  Charley." 

"  I  don't  see  what  you  have  to  do  witli  her,  for 
all  that,"  said  the  boy. 

"Don't  you,  Charley?" 

The  boy  looked  doggedly  at  the  river.  They 
were  at  Millbank,  and  the  river  rolled  on  their 
left.  His  sister  gently  touched  him  on  the  shoul- 
der, and  pointed  to  it. 

"Any  compensation — restitution — never  mind 
the  word,  you  know  my  meaning.  Father's 
grave." 

But  he  did  not  respond  with  any  tenderness. 
After  a  moody  silence  he  broke  out  in  an  ill- 
used  tone  : 

"It'll  be  a  very  hard  thing,  Liz,  if,  when  I 
am  trying  my  best  to  get  up  in  the  world,  you 
pull  me  back." 

"I,  Charley?" 

"  Yes,  you,  Liz.  Why  can't  you  let  by-gones 
be  by-goncs?  Why  can't  you,  as  Mr.  Headstone 
said  to  me  this  very  evening  about  another  mat- 
ter, leave  well  alone?  What  we  have  got  to  do, 
is,  to  turn  our  faces  full  in  our  new  direction, 
and  keep  straight  on." 

"And  never  look  back?  Not  even  to  try  to 
make  some  amends?" 


"  You  are  such  a  dreamer,"  said  the  boy,  wiih 
his  former  petulance.  "It  was  all  very  well 
when  we  sat  before  the  fire — wiien  we  looked 
into  the  hollow  down  by  the  flare — but  we  are 
looking  into  the  real  world  now." 

"Ah,  we  were  looking  into  the  real  world 
then,  Charley!" 

"I  understand  what  you  mean  by  that,  but 
you  are  not  justified  m  it.  I  don't  want,  as  I 
raise  myself,  to  shake  you  ofl",  Liz.  I  want  to 
carry  you  up  with  me.  That's  what  I  want  to 
do,  and  mean  to  do.  I  know  what  I  owe  you. 
I  said  to  Mr.  Headstone  this  very  evening,  '  After 
all,  my  sister  got  me  here.'  Well,  then.  Don't 
pull  me  back,  and  hold  me  down.  That's  all  I 
ask,  and  surely  that's  not  unconscionable." 

She  had  kept  a  steadfast  look  upon  him,  and 
she  answered  with  composure  : 

"I  am  not  here  selfishly,  Charley.  To  please 
myself,  I  could  not  be  too  far  from  that  river." 

"Xor  could  you  be  too  far  from  it  to  please 
me.  Let  us  get  ([uit  of  it  equally.  Why  should 
you  lingerabout  it  any  more  than  I  ?  I  give  it  a 
wide  berth." 

"I  can't  get  away  from  it,  I  think,"  said 
Lizzie,  passing  her  hand  across  her  forehead. 
"  It's  no  i)urposc  of  mine  that  I  live  by  it  still." 

"There  you  go,  Liz  I  Dreaming  again !  You 
lodge  yourself  of  your  own  accord  in  a  house 
with  a  drunken — tailor,  I  suppose — or  something 
of  the  sort,  and  a  little  crooked  antic  of  a  child, 
or  old  person,  or  whatever  it  is,  and  then  you 
talk  as  if  you  were  drawn  or  driven  there.  Now, 
do  be  more  practical." 

She  had  been  practical  enough  with  him,  in 
suft'ering  and  striving  for  him  ;  but  she  only  laid 
her  hand  upon  his  shoulder — not  reproachfully 
— and  tapped  it  twice  or  thrice.  She  had  been 
used  to  do  so,  to  soothe  him  when  she  carried 
him  about,  a  child  as  heavy  as  herself.  Tears 
started  to  his  eyes. 

"Upon  my  word,  Liz,"  drawing  the  back  cf 
his  hand  across  them,  "I  mean  to  be  a  good 
brother  to  you,  and  to  prove  that  I  know  what 
I  owe  you.  All  I  say  is,  that  I  hope  you'll  con- 
trol your  fancies  a  little,  on  my  account.  I'll 
get  a  school,  and  then  you  must  come  and  live 
with  me,  and  you'll  have  to  control  your  fancies 
then,  so  why  not  now?  Now,  say  I  haven't 
vexed  you." 

"You  haven't,  Charley,  you  haven't." 

"And  say  I  haven't  hurt  you." 

"You  haven't,  Charley."  But  this  answer 
was  less  ready. 

"  Say  you  are  sure  I  didn't  mean  to.  Come  ! 
There's  j\Ir.  Headstone  stopping,  and  looking 
over  the  wall  at  the  tide,  to  hint  that  it's  time  to 
go.  Kiss  me,  and  tell  me  that  you  know  I  didn't 
mean  to  hurt  you." 

She  told  him  so,  and  they  embraced,  and 
walked  on  and  came  up  with  the  schoolmaster. 
"But  we  go  your  sister's  way,"  he  remarked, 
when  the  boy  told  him  he  was  ready.  And 
with  his  cumbrous  and  uneasy  action  he  stiffly 
offered  her  his  arm.     Her  hand  was  just  within 
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It  when  she  drew  it  back.  He  looked  round 
with  a  start,  as  if  he  thought  she  had  detected 
something  that  repelled  her  in  the  momentary 
touch. 

"  I  will  not  go  in  just  yet,"  said  Lizzie.  "And 
you  have  a  distance  before  you,  and  will  walk 
faster  without  me." 

Being  by  this  time  close  to  Vauxhall  Bridge, 
they  resolved,  in  consequence,  to  take  that  way 
over  the  Thames,  and  they  left  her;  Bradley 
Headstone  giving  her  his  hand  at  parting,  and 
she  thanking  him  for  his  care  of  her  brother. 

The  master  and  the  pupil  walked  on  rapid- 
ly and  silently.  They  had  nearly  crossed  the 
bridge  when  a  gentleman  came  coolly  saunter- 
ing toward  them,  with  a  cigar  in  his  mouth, 
his  coat  thrown  back,  and  his  hands  behind 
him.  Something  in  the  careless  manner  of  this 
person,  and  in  a  certain  lazily  arrogant  air  with 
which  he  approached,  holding  possession  of  twice 
as  much  pavement  as  another  would  have  claim- 
ed, instantly  caught  the  boy's  attention.  As 
the  gentleman  passed,  the  boy  looked  at  him 
narrowly,  and  then  stood  still,  looking  after  him. 
"  Who  is  it  that  you  stare  after  ?"  asked  Brad- 
ley. 

"Why!"  said  the  boy,  with  a  confused  and 
pondering  frown  upon  his  face,  "It  is  that 
Wrayburn  one  !" 

Bradley  Headstone  scrutinized  the  boy  as 
closely  as  the  boy  had  scrutinized  the  gentle- 
man. 

"I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Headstone,  but  I 
couldn't  help  wondering  Avhat  in  the  world 
brought  hhi  here !" 

Though  he  said  it  as  if  his  wonder  were  past 
— at  the  same  time  resum.ing  the  walk — it  was 
not  lost  upon  the  master  that  he  looked  over  his 
shoulder  after  speaking,  and  that  the  same  per- 
l)lexed  and  pondering  frown  was  heavy  on  his 
face. 

"You  don't  appear  to  like  your  friend,  Hex- 
am?" 

"I  don't  like  him,"  said  the  boy. 
"Why  not?" 

"He  took  hold  of  me  by  the  chin  in  a  precious 
impertinent  way  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him," 
said  the  boy. 
"Again,  why?" 

"  For  nothing.     Or — it's  much  the  same — be- 
cause something  I  happened  to  say  about  my  sis- 
ter didn't  happen  to  please  him." 
"Then  he  knows  your  sister?" 
"He  didn't  at  that  time,"  said  the  boy,  still 
moodily  pondering. 
"  Does  now  ?" 

The  boy  had  so  lost  himself  that  he  looked  at 
Mr.  Bradley  Headstone  as  they  walked  on  side 
by  side,  without  attempting  to  reply  until  tlie 
question  had  been  rej)eated ;  then  he  nodded 
and  answered,  "Yes,  Sir." 

"Going  to  see  her,  I  dare  say." 
"It  can't  be  !"  said  the  boy,  quickly.      "lie 
doesn't  know  her  well  enougli.     I  sliould  like  to 
catch  him  at  it  I" 


When  they  had  walked  on  for  a  time,  more 
rapidly  than  before,  the  master  said,  clasping 
the  pupiTs  arm  between  the  elbow  and  the  shoul- 
der with  his  hand  : 

"  You  were  going  to  tell  me  something  about 
that  person.  What  did  you  say  his  name  was?" 
"Wrayburn.  Mr.  Eugene  Wrayburn.  He 
is  what  they  call  a  barrister,  with  nothing  to  do. 
The  first  time  he  came  to  our  old  place  was 
when  my  father  was  alive.  He  came  on  busi- 
ness ;  not  that  it  was  his  business — he  never 
had  any  business — he  was  brought  bv  a  friend 
of  his." 

"And  the  other  times?" 

"  There  was  only  one  other  time  that  I  know 
of.  When  my  father  was  killed  by  accident,  he 
chanced  to  be  one  of  the  finders.  He  Avas  moon- 
ing about,  I  suppose,  taking  liberties  with  peo- 
ple's chins ;  but  there  he  was,  somehow.  He 
brought  the  news  home  to  my  sister  early  in  the 
morning,  and  brought  Miss  Abbey  Potterson,  a 
neighbor,  to  help  break  it  to  her.  He  was  moon- 
ing about  the  house  when  I  was  fetched  home 
in  the  afternoon — they  didn't  know  where  to 
find  me  till  my  sister  could  be  brought  round 
sufficiently  to  tell  them — and  then  he  mooned 
away." 

"And  is  that  all?" 

"That's  all,  Sir." 

Bradley  Headstone  gradually  released  the  boy's 
arm,  as  if  he  were  thoughtful,  and  they  walked 
on  side  b}^  side  as  before.  After  a  long  silence 
between  them,  Bradley  resumed  the  talk. 

"I  suppose — your  sister — "  with  a  curious 
break  both  before  and  after  the  words,  "has  re- 
ceived hardly  any  teaching,  Hexam  ?" 

"Hardly  any,  Sir."  ' 

"Sacrificed,  no  doubt,  to  her  father's  objec- 
tions. I  remember  them  in  your  case.  Yet — 
your  sister — scarcely  looks  or  speaks  like  an  ig- 
norant person." 

"  Lizzie  has  as  much  thought  as  the  best,  Mr. 
Headstone.  Too  much,  perhaps,  without  teach- 
ing. I  used  to  call  the  fire  at  home  her  books, 
for  she  was  always  full  of  fancies — sometimes 
quite  wise  fancies,  considering — when  she  sat 
looking  at  it." 

"  I  don't  like  that,"  said  Bradley  Headstone. 

His  pupil  was  a  little  surprised  by  this  strik- 
ing in  with  so  sudden  and  decided  and  emo- 
tional an  objection,  but  took  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
master's  interest  in  himself.  It  emboldened  him 
to  say : 

"I  have  never  brought  myself  to  mention  it 
openly  to  you,  Mr.  Headstone,  and  you're  my 
witness  that  I  couldn't  even  make  up  my  mind 
to  take  it  from  you  before  we  came  out  to-night  ; 
but  it's  a  painful  thing  to  think  that  if  I  get  on 
as  well  as  you  hope,  I  shall  be — I  won't  say  dis- 
graced, because  I  don't  mean  disgraced — but — 
rather  put  to  the  blush  if  it  was  known — by  a 
sister  who  has  been  very  good  to  me." 

"Yes,"  said  Bradley  Headstone  in  a  slurring 
way,  for  his  mind  scarcely  seemed  to  touch  that 
point,  so  smoothly  did  it  glide  to  another,  "and 
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there  is  this  possibility  to  consider.  Some  man 
who  had  worked  his  way  might  come  to  admire 
— your  sister — and  mi;^ht  even  in  time  bring 
himself  to  think  of  marrying — your  sister — and 
it  would  be  a  sad  drawl)ack  and  a  heavy  pen- 
alty upon  him,  if,  overcoming  in  his  mind  oth- 
er inc(iualitics  of  condition  and  other  considera- 
tions against  it,  this  inequality  and  this  consid- 
eration remained  in  full  force." 

"That's  mucli  my  own  meaning.  Sir." 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Bradley  Headstone,  ''but  you 
spoke  of  a  mere  brother.  Now  the  case  I  have 
su])posed  would  be  a  much  stronger  case ;  be- 
cause an  admirer,  a  husband,  would  form  the 
connection  voluntarily,  besides  being  obliged  to 
proclaim  it :  which  a  brother  is  not.  After  all, 
you  know,  it  must  be  said  of  you  that  you 
couldn't  hclj)  yourself:  while  it  would  be  said  of 
him,  with  ccpuil  reason,  that  he  could." 

"That's  true.  Sir.  Sometimes  since  Lizzie 
was  left  free  by  father's  death,  I  have  thought 
that  such  a  young  woman  might  soon  acquire 
more  than  enough  to  pass  muster.  And  some- 
times I  have  even  thought  that  perhaps  Miss 
Pcecher — " 

"For  the  purpose,  I  would  advise  Not  Miss 
Peechor,"  Bradley  Headstone  struck  in  with  a 
recurrence  of  his  late  docision  of  manner. 

"Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  think  of  it  for 
me,  Mr.  Headstone?" 

"Yes,  Hexam,  yes.  I'll  think  of  it.  I'll 
think  maturely  of  it.     I'll  think  well  of  it." 

Their  walk  was  almost  a  silent  one  afterward 
until  it  ended  at  the  school-house.  There  one 
of  neat  Miss  Beecher's  little  windows,  like  the 
eyes  in  needles,  was  illuminated,  and  in  a  corner 
near  it  sat  Mary  Anne  watching,  while  Miss 
Peecher  at  the  table  stitched  at  the  neat  little 
body  she  was  making  uj)  by  brown  paper  pattern 
for  her  own  wearing.  N.B.  Miss  Peecher  and 
]Miss  Pcecher's  pupils  were  not  much  encouraged 
in  the  unscholastic  art  of  needle-work  by  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mary  Anne  with  her  face  to  the  window  held 
her  arm  up. 

"Well,  iALary  Anne?" 

"Mr.  Headstone  coming  home,  ma'am." 

In  about  a  minute,  ^Lary  Anne  again  hailed. 

"Yes,  Mary  Anne?" 

"Gone  in  and  locked  his  door,  ma'am." 

Miss  Peecher  repressed  a  sigh  as  she  gathered 
her  work  together  for  bed,  and  transfixed  that 
part  of  her  dress  where  her  heart  would  have 
been  if  she  had  had  the  dress  on  with  a  sharp, 
sharp  needle. 


CHAPTER  II. 

STILL  EDUCATIONAL. 

The  person  of  the  house,  doll's  dress-maker 
and  manufacturer  of  ornamental  pin-cushions 
and  pen-wipers,  sat  in  her  quaint  little  low  arm- 
chair, singing  in  the  dark,  until  Lizzie  came 


back.  The  person  of  the  house  had  attained 
that  dignity  while  yet  of  very  tender  years  in- 
deed through  being  the  only  trust-worthy  person 
in  the  house. 

"  Well  Lizzie-Mizzie-Wizzie,"  said  she,  break- 
ing off  in  her  song.  "What's  the  news  out  of 
doors?" 

"  What's  the  news  in  doors  ?"  returned  Lizzie, 
playfully  smoothing  the  bright  long  fair  hair 
which  grew  very  luxuriant  and  beautiful  on  the 
head  of  the  doll's  dress-maker. 

"  Let  me  see,  said  the  blind  man.  Why  the 
last  news  is,  that  I  don't  mean  to  marry  your 
brother." 

"No?" 

"No-o,"  shaking  her  head  and  her  chin. 
"Don't  like  the  boy." 

"What  do  you  say  to  his  master?" 

"I  say  that  I  think  he's  bespoke." 

Lizzie  finished  putting  the  hair  carefully  back 
over  the  misshapen  shoulders  and  then  lighted 
a  candle.  It  showed  the  little  i)arlor  to  be 
dingy,  but  orderly  and  clean.  She  stood  it  on 
the  mantlc-shclf,  remote  from  the  dress-maker's 
eyes,  and  then  put  the  room-door  open,  and  the 
house-door  open,  and  turned  the  little  low  chair 
and  its  occupant  toward  the  outer  air.  It  was 
a  sultry  night,  and  this  was  a  fine-weather  ar- 
rangement when  the  day's  work  was  done.  To 
complete  it,  she  seated  herself  in  a  chair  by  the 
side  of  the  little  chair,  and  protectingly  drew  un- 
der her  arm  the  spare  hand  that  crcjjt  up  to  her. 

"This  is  what  your  loving  Jenny  Wren  calls 
the  best  time  in  the  day  and  night,''  said  the 
person  of  the  house.  Her  real  name  was  Fanny 
Cleaver ;  but  she  had  long  ago  chosen  to  bestow 
upon  herself  the  ap])ellation  of  Miss  Jenny  Wren. 

"I  have  been  tliinking,"  Jenny  went  on,  "as 
I  sat  at  work  to-day,  what  a  thing  it  would  be 
if  I  should  be  able  to  have  your  company  till  I 
am  married,  or  at  least  courted.  Because  when 
I  am  courted,  I  shall  make  Him  do  some  of  the 
things  that  you  do  for  me.  He  couldn't  brush 
my  hair  like  you  do,  or  help  me  up  and  down 
stairs  like  you  do,  and  he  couldn't  do  any  thing 
like  you  do ;  but  he  could  take  my  work  home, 
and  he  could  call  for  orders  in  his  clumsy  way. 
And  he  shall  too.  /'//  trot  hira  about,  I  can 
tell  him!" 

Jenny  Wren  had  her  personal  vanities — hap- 
pily for  her — and  no  intentions  were  stronger  in 
her  breast  than  tlie  various  trials  and  torments 
that  were,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  to  be  inflicted 
upon  "him." 

"Wherever  he  may  happen  to  be  just  at  pres- 
ent, or  whoever  he  may  happen  to  be,"  said  Miss 
Wren,  "/  know  his  tricks  and  his  manners,  and 
I  give  him  warning  to  look  out." 

"Don't  you  think  you  are  rather  hard  upon 
him  ?"  asked  her  friend,  smiling,  and  smoothing 
her  hair, 

"Not  a  bit,"  replied  the  sage  Miss  Wren, 
with  an  air  of  vast  experience.  "^ly  dear, 
they  don't  care  for  you,  those  fellows,  if  you're 
not  hard  upon  'era.    But  I  was  saying  If  I  should 
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be  able  to  have  your  company.     Ah !     "What  a 
large  If!  Ain't  it?" 

"I  have  no  intention  of  parting  company, 
Jenny." 

"Don't  say  that,  or  you'll  go  directly." 
"Am  I  so  little  to  be  relied  upon?" 
"You're  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  silver 
and  gold."     As  she  said  it  Miss  Wren  suddenly 
broke  off,  screwed  up  her  eyes  and  her  chin,  and 
looked  jjrodigiously  knowing.     "  Aha ! 

''Who  comes  here? 
"  A  Grenadier. 
"  What  does  he  want? 
"  A  pot  of  heer. 

And  nothing  else  in  the  world,  my  dear!" 

A  man's  figure  paused  on  the  pavement  at  the 
outer  door.  ' '  Mr.  Eugene  Wrayburn,  ain't  it  ?" 
said  Miss  Wren. 

"  So  I  am  told,"  was  the  answer. 

"You  may  come  in,  if  you're  good." 

"I  am  not  good,"  &aid  Eugene,  "but  I'll 
come  in." 

He  gave  his  hand  to  Jenny  Wren,  and  he 
gave  his  hand  to  Lizzie,  and  he  stood  leaning 
by  the  door  at  Lizzie's  side.  He  had  been  stroll- 
ing with  his  cigar,  he  said  (it  was  smoked  out 
and  gone  by  this  time),  and  he  had  strolled 
round  to  return  in  that  direction  that  he  might 
look  in  as  he  passed.  Had  she  not  seen  her 
brother  to-night? 

"Yes,"  said  Lizzie,  whose  manner  was  a  lit- 
tle troubled. 

Gracious  condescension  on  our  brother's  part ! 
I\Ir.  Eugene  Wrayburn  thought  he  had  passed 
ray  young  gentleman  on  the  'bridge  yonder. 
"Who  was  his  friend  with  him  ? 

"The  schoolmaster." 

"To  be  sure.     Looked  like  it." 

Lizzie  sat  so  still  that  one  could  not  have  said 
wherein  the  fact  of  her  manner  being  troubled 
was  expressed ;  and  yet  one  could  not  have 
doubted  it.  Eugene  was  as  easy  as  ever;  but 
j)erhaps,  as  she  sat  with  her  eyes  cast  down,  it 
might  have  been  rather  more  perceptible  that 
his  attention  w^as  concentrated  upon  her  for  cer- 
tain moments,  than  its  concentration  upon  any 
subject  for  any  short  time  ever  was  elsewhere. 

"I  have  nothing  to  report,  Lizzie,"  said  Eu- 
gene. "But,  having  promised  you  that  an  eye 
should  be  always  kept  on  Mr.  Riderhood  through 
my  friend  Lightwood,  I  like  occasionally  to  re- 
new my  assurance  that  I  keep  my  promise,  and 
keep  my  friend  up  to  the  mark." 

"I  should  not  have  doubted  it,  Sir." 

"  Generally,  I  confess  myself  a  man  to  be 
doubted,"  returned  Eugene,  cooUv,  "for  all 
that." 

"Why  are  you?"  asked  the  sharp  Miss  Wren. 

"Because,  my  dear,"  said  the  airy  Eugene, 
"I  am  a  bad  idle  dog." 

"Then  why  don't  you  reform  and  be  a  good 
dog?"  in(piired  Miss  Wren. 

"Because,  my  dear,"  returned  Eugene, 
"there's  nobody  who  makes  it  worth  my  while. 
Have  you  considered  my  suggestion,  Lizzie?"! 


This  in  a  lower  voice,  but  only  as  if  it  were  a 
graver  matter;  not  at  all  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  person  of  the  house. 

"I  have  thought  of  it,  Mr.  Wrayburn,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  make  up  my  mind  to  ac- 
cept it." 

"False  pride!"  said  Eugene. 

"  I  think  not,  Mr.  Wrayburn.     I  hope  not." 

"False  pride!"  repeated  Eugene.  "Why, 
what  else  is  it  ?  The  thing  is  worth  nothing  in 
itself.  The  thing  is  worth  nothing  to  me. 
What  can  it  be  worth  to  me?  You  know  the 
most  I  make  of  it.  I  propose  to  be  of  some  use 
to  somebody — which  I  never  was  in  this  world, 
and  never  shall  be  on  any  other  occasion — by 
paying  some  qualified  person  of  your  own  sex 
and  age  so  many  (or  rather  so  few)  contempti- 
ble shillings  to  come  here  certain  nights  in  the 
week,  and  give  you  certain  instructions  which 
you  wouldn't  want  if  you  hadn't  been  a  self-de- 
nying daughter  and  sister.  You  know  that  it's 
good  to  have  it,  or  you  would  never  have  so  de- 
voted yourself  to  your  brother's  having  it.  Then 
why  not  have  it :  especially  when  our  friend  Miss 
Jenny  here  would  profit  by  it  too  ?  If  I  pro- 
posed to  be  the  teacher,  or  to  attend  the  lessons 
—  obviously  incongruous  !  —  but  as  to  that,  T 
might  as  well  be  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe, 
or  not  on  the  globe  at  all.  False  pride,  Lizzie. 
Because  true  pride  wouldn't  shame,  or  be  shamed 
by,  your  thankless  brother.  True  pride  wouldn't 
have  schoolmasters  brought  here,  like  doctors, 
to  look  at  a  bad  case.  True  pride  would  go  to 
work  and  do  it.  You  know  that  well  enough, 
for  you  know  that  your  own  true  pride  would  do 
it  to-morrow  if  you  had  the  ways  and  means, 
which  false  pride  won't  let  me  supply.  Very 
well.  I  add  no  more  than  this.  Your  false 
pride  does  wrong  to  yourself,  and  does  wrong  to 
your  dead  father." 

"How  to  my  father,  Mr.  Wrayburn?"  she 
asked,  with  an  anxious  face. 

"  How  to  your  father?  Can  you  ask!  By 
perpetuating  the  consequences  of  his  ignorant 
and  blind  obstinacy.  By  resolving  not  to  set 
right  the  wrong  he  did  you.  By  determining 
that  the  deprivation  to  which  he  condemned 
you,  and  which  he  forced  upon  you,  shall  al- 
ways rest  upon  his  head." 

It  chanced  to  be  a  subtle  string  to  sound,  in 
her  who  had  so  spoken  to  her  brother  within  the 
hour.  It  sounded  far  more  forcibly,  because  of 
the  change  in  the  speaker  for  the  moment ;  the 
passing  ap])earance  of  earnestness,  complete  con- 
viction, injured  resentment  of  susjncion,  gener- 
ous and  unselfish  interest.  All  these  qualities, 
in  him  usually  so  light  and  careless,  she  felt  to 
be  inseparable  from  some  touch  of  their  opj)o- 
sites  in  her  own  breast.  She  thought,  had  she, 
so  far  below  him  and  so  different,  rejected  this 
disinterestedness  because  of  some  vain  misgiv- 
ing that  he  sought  her  out,  or  heeded  any  per- 
sonal attractions  that  he  might  descry  in  her? 
The  ])oor  girl,  i)ure  of  heart  and  purpose,  could 
not  bear  to  think  it.    Sinking  before  her  own  eyes 
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fis  she  suspected  lierself  of  it,  she  drooped  her 
head  as  though  she  had  done  him  some  wicked 
and  grievous  injury,  and  broke  into  silent  tears. 

"Don't  be  distressed,"  said  Eugene,  very, 
very  kindly.  "  I  hope  it  is  not  I  who  have  dis- 
tressed you.  I  meant  no  more  than  to  put  the 
matter  in  its  true  light  before  you ;  though  I 
acknowledge  I  did  it  selfishly  enough,  for  I  am 
disappointed." 

Disappointed  of  doing  her  a  service.  How 
else  could  he  be  disappointed? 

"It  won't  break  my  heart,"  laughed  Eugene; 
"it  won't  stay  by  me  eight-and-forty  hours; 
but  I  am  genuinely  disappointed.  I  had  set  my 
fancy  on  doing  this  little  thing  for  you  and  for 
our  friend  Miss  Jenny.  The  novelty  of  my  do- 
ing any  thing  in  the  least  useful  had  its  charms. 


1 1  see  now  that  I  might  have  managed  it  better. 
.  I  might  have  afi'ected  to  do  it  wholly  for  our 
I  friend  Miss  J.  I  might  have  got  myself  up, 
j  morally,  as  Sir  Eugene  Bountiful.  But  upon 
my  soul  I  can't  make  flourishes,  and  I  would 
rather  be  disappointed  than  try." 

If  he  meant  to  follow  home  what  was  in  Liz- 
zie's thoughts,  it  was  skillfully  done.  If  he  fol- 
lowed it  by  mere  fortuitous  coincidence,  it  was 
done  by  an  evil  chance.  - 

"It  opened  out  so  naturally  before  me,"  said 
Eugene.  "The  ball  seemed  so  thrown  into  my 
hands  by  accident !  I  happen  to  be  originally 
brought  into  contact  with  you,  Lizzie,  on  those 
two  occasions  that  you  know  of.  I  happen  to 
be  able  to  promise  you  that  a  watch  shall  be 
kept  upon  that  false  accuser,  Eiderhood.   I  hap- 
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pen  to  be  able  to  give  you  some  little  consolation 
in  the  darkest  hour  of  your  distress,  by  assuring 
you  that  I  don't  bfelieve  him.  On  the  same  oc- 
casion I  tell  you  that  I  am  the  idlest  and  least 
of  lawyers,  but  that  I  am  better  than  none,  in  a 
case  I  have  noted  down  with  my  own  hand,  and 
that  you  may  be  always  sure  of  my  best  help, 
and  incidentally  of  Lightwood's  too,  in  your  ef- 
forts to  clear  your  father.  So  it  gradually  takes 
my  fancy  that  I  may  help  you — so  easily  ! — to 
(■lear  your  father  of  that  other  blame  which  I 
mentioned  a  few  minutes  ago,  and  which  is  a 
just  and  real  one.  I  hope  I  have  explained 
myself,  for  I  am  heartily  sorry  to  have  distressed 
you.  I  hate  to  claim  to  mean  well,  but  I  really 
did  mean  honestly  and  simply  well,  and  I  want 
you  to  know  it." 


"I  have  never  doubted  that,  Mr.  Wrayburn," 
said  Lizzie ;  the  more  repentant  the  less  he 
claimed. 

"I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  Though  if  you 
had  quite  understood  my  Avhole  meaning  at  first, 
I  think  you  would  not  have  refused.  Do  you 
think  you  would?" 

"I— I  don't  know  that  I  should,  Mr.  AVray- 
burn." 

*'  Well !  Then  why  refuse  now  you  do  under- 
stand it?" 

"It's  not  easy  for  me  to  talk  to  you,"  returned 
Lizzie,  in  some  confusion,  "for  you  see  all  the 
consequences  of  what  I  say  as  soon  as  I  say  it." 

"Take  all  the  consequences,"  laughed  Eu- 
gene, "and  take  away  my  disappointment. 
Lizzie  Hexam,  as  I  truly  respect  you,  and  as  I 
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ridiculous  than  before,  it  would  Imve  been  bis 
so  displaying  himself. 

"  Here's  but  seven  and  eight-pence  half-pen- 
ny!" exclaimed  Miss  Wren,  after  reducing  the 
heap  to  order.  "Oh,  you  prodigal  old  son! 
Now  you  shall  be  starved." 

"No,  don't  starve  me,"  he  urged,  whimper- 
ing. 

"If  you  were  treated  as  you  ought  to  be," 
said  Miss  Wren,  "you'd  be  fed  upon  the  skew- 
ers of  cats'  meat ; — only  the  skewers,  after  the 
cats  had  had  the  meat.     As  it  is,  go  to  bed." 

When  he  stumbled  out  of  the  corner  to  com- 
l)ly,  he  again  put  out  both  his  hands,  and  jdcad- 
ed  :  "  Circumstances  over  which  no  control — " 

"Get  along  with  you  to  bed!"  cried  Miss 
Wren,  snapping  him  up.  "Don't  speak  to  me. 
I'm  not  going  to  forgive  you.  Go  to  bed  this 
moment !" 

Seeing  another  emphatic  "What"  upon  its 
way,  he  evaded  it  by  complying,  and  was  heard 
to  shutllc  heavily  up  stairs,  and  shut  his  door, 
and  throw  himself  on  his  bed.  Within  a  little 
wiiile  afterward  Lizzie  came  down. 

"  Sliall  we  have  our  supper,  Jenny  dear?" 

"Ah!  bless  us  and  save  us,  wc  need  have 
something  to  keep  us  going,"  returned  Miss  Jen- 
ny, slirugging  her  shoulders. 

Lizzie  laid  a  cloth  u])on  the  little  bench  (more 
handy  for  the  person  of  the  house  than  an  ordi- 
nary table),  and  put  upon  it  such  plain  fare  as 


full  of  sordid  shames  and  cares,  with  an  upper 
room  in  which  that  abased  figure  was  infecting 
even  innocent  sleep  with  sensual  brutality  and 
degradation.  The  doll's  dress-maker  had  be- 
come a  little  quaint  shrew ;  of  the  world,  world- 
ly ;  of  the  earth,  earthy. 

Poor  doll's  dress-maker !  How  often  so  dragged 
down  by  hands  that  should  have  raised  her  up  ; 
how  often  so  misdirected  when  losing  her  way 
on  the  eternal  road,  and  asking  guidance.  Poor, 
poor  little  doll's  dress-maker  !" 


CHAPTER  IIL 

A     PIECE     OF     AV  O  K  K. 

Britannia,  sitting  meditating  one  fine  day 
(perhaps  in  the  attitude  in  which  she  is  present- 
ed on  the  copper  coinage),  discovers  all  of  a 
sudden  that  she  wants  Veneering  in  Parliament. 
It  occurs  to  her  tiuit  Veneering  is  "a  represent- 
ative man" — which  can  not  in  these  times  be 
doubted — and  th.it  Her  INIajesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons are  incomplete  without  him.  So,  Britan- 
nia mentions  to  a  legal  gentleman  of  her  ac- 
quaintance that  if  Veneering  will  "put  down" 
five  fliou^and  pounds,  he  may  write  a  couple  of 
initial  iCtters  after  his  name  at  the  cxtremelv 
chcuy  rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  per 
letter.  It  is  clearly  understood  between  Britan- 
they  were  accustomed  to  have,  and  drew  up  a    n/a  and  tlie  legal  gentleman  that  nolpdy  is  to 


stool  for  herself. 

"Now  for  supper!  What  arc  you  thiukins 
of,  Jenny  darling?" 

"I  was  thinking,"  she  returned,  ca*nin>;  out 
of  a  deep  study,  "what  I  would  do  io  Him,  if 
he  should  turn  out  a  drunkard." 

"Oh,  but  he  won't,"  said  Lizzie.  "You'll 
take  care  of  that,  beforehand." 

"  I  shall  try  to  take  care  of  it  beOrchand,  but 
he  might  deceive  me.  Oh,  my  ^Icar,  all  those 
fellows  with  their  tricks  and  t^eir  maimors  do 
deceive!"  With  the  little  fst  in  full  action. 
"And  if  so,  I  tell  you  wVat  I  think  I'd  do. 
When  he  was  asleej),  I'd  viake  a  spoon  red-hot, 
and  Pd  have  some  boiling  liquor  bubbling  in  a 
sauce-pan,  and  I'd  tak^  it  out  hissing,  and  I'd 
open  his  mouth  with  the  other  hand— or  perhaps 
he'd  sleep  with  his  mouth  ready  ojien— and  I'd 
pour  it  down  his  throat,  and  blister  it  and  choke 
him." 

"I  am  sure  vou  would  do  no  such  horrible 
thing,"  said  Lizzie. 

"Shouldn'c  I?  Well;  perhaps  I  shouldn't. 
But  I  should  like  to !" 

"  I  am  equally  sure  you  would  not." 

"Not  even  like  to?  Well,  you  generally 
know  best.  Only  you  haven't  always  lived 
among  it  as  I  have  lived — and  your  back  isn't 
bad  and  your  legs  are  not  queer." 

As  they  went  on  with  their  supper  Lizzie 
tried  to  bring  her  round  to  that  prettier  and 
better  state.  But  the  charm  was  broken.  The 
person  of  the  house  was  the  person  of  a  house 


take  up  the  five  thousand  jiounds,  but  that  be- 
ing put  down  they  will  disappear  by  magical 
conjuration  and  enchantment. 

The  legal  gentleman  in  Britannia's  confidence 
going  straight  from  that  lady  to  Veneering,  thus 
commissioned,  Veneering  declares  himself  high- 
ly flattered,  but  requires  breathing-time  to  as- 
certain "whether  his  friends  will  rally  round 
him."  Above  all  things,  he  says,  it  behooves 
him  to  be  clear,  at  a  crisis  of  his  importance, 
"whether  his  friends  will  rally  round  him." 
The  legal  gentleman,  in  the  interests  of  his  cli- 
ent can  not  allow  much  time  for  this  pui-pose, 
as  the  lady  rather  thinks  she  knows  somebody 
prepared  to  put  down  six  thousand  pounds ;  but 
he  says  he  will  give  Veneering  four  hours. 

Veneering  then  says  to  Mrs. Veneering,  "We 
must  work,"  and  throws  himself  into  a  Hansom 
cab.  ]\Irs.  Veneering  in  the  same  moment  re- 
linquishes baby  to  Nurse ;  presses  her  aquiline 
hands  upon  her  brow,  to  arrange  the  throbbing 
intellect  within ;  orders  out  the  carriage ;  and 
repeats  in  a  distraeted  and  devoted  manner, 
compounded  of  Ophelia  and  any  self-immolat- 
ing female  of  antiquity  you  may  prefer,  "We 
must  work." 

Veneering  having  instructed  his  driver  to 
charge  at  the  Public  in  the  streets,  like  the 
Life-Guards  at  Waterloo,  is  driven  furiously  to 
Duke  Street,  Saint  James's.  There,  he  finds 
Twemlow  in  his  lodgings,  fresh  from  the  hands 
of  a  secret  artist  who  has  been  doing  something 
to  his  hair  with  yolks  of  eggs.     The  process  re- 
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quiring  that  Twemlow  shall,  for  two  hours  after 
the  application,  allow  his  hair  to  stick  upright 
and  dry  gradually,  he  is  in  an  appropriate  state 
for  the  receipt  of  startling  intelligence  ;  looking 
equally  like  the  INIonument  on  Fisk  Street  Hill, 
and  King  Priam  on  a  certain  incendiary  occa- 
sion not  wholly  unknown  as  a  neat  point  from 
the  classics. 

"My  dear  Twemlow,"  says  Veneering,  grasp- 
ins  both  his  hands,  "as  the  dearest  and  oldest 
of  my  friends — " 

("Then  there  can  be  no  more  doubt  about  it 
in  future,"  thinks  Twemlow,  "and  I  am  I") 

"  — Are  you  of  opinion  that  your  cousin,  Lord 
Snigsworth,  would  give  his  name  as  a  Member 
of  my  Committee  ?  I  don't  go  so  far  as  to  ask 
for  his  lordship  ;  I  only  ask  for  his  name.  Do 
you  think  he  would  give  me  his  name  ?" 

In  sudden  low  spirits,  Twemlow  replies,  "I 
don't  think  he  would." 

"  My  political  opinions,"  says  Veneering,  not 
previously  aware  of  having  any,  "are  identical 
with  those  of  Lord  Snigsworth,  and  perhaps  as 
a  matter  of  public  feeling  and  public  principle 
Lord  Snigsworth  would  give  me  his  name." 

"It  might  be  so,"  says  Twemlow;  "but — " 
And  perplexedly  scratching  his  head,  forgetful 
of  the  yolks  of  eggs,  is  the  more  discomfited  by 
being  reminded  how  sticky  he  is. 

"Between  such  old  and  intimate  friends  a? 
ourselves,"  pursues  Veneering,  "there  should 
in  such  a  case  be  no  reserve.  Promise  me  that 
if  I  ask  you  to  do  any  thing  for  me  which  you 
don't  like  to  do,  or  feel  the  slightest  difficulty 
in  doing,  you  will  freely  tell  me  so." 

This  Twemlow  is  so  kind  as  to  promise,  with 
every  appearance  of  most  heartily  intending  to 
keep  his  word. 

"  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  write  down 
to  Snigsworthy  Park,  and  ask  this  favor  of  Lord 
Snigsworth?  Of  course  if  it  were  granted  I 
should  know  that  I  owed  it  solely  to  you ;  while 
at  the  same  time  you  would  put  it  to  Lord  Snigs- 
worth entirely  upon  public  grounds.  Would  you 
have  any  objection?" 

Says  Twemlow,  with  his  hand  to  his  forehead, 
"You  have  exacted  a  promise  from  me." 

"I  have,  my  dear  Twemlow." 

"And  you  expect  me  to  keep  it  honorably." 

"  I  do,  my  dear  Twemlow." 

"0/z  the  whole,  then; — observe  me,"  urges 
Twemlow,  with  great  nicety,  as  if,  in  the  case 
of  its  having  been  off  the  whole,  he  would  have 
done  it  directly — "o;z  the  whole,  I  must  beg 
you  to  excuse  me  from  addressing  any  com- 
munication to  Lord  Snigsworth." 

"  Bless  you,  bless  you !"  says  Veneering ;  hor- 
ribly disappointe<4  but  grasping  him  by  both 
hands  again,  in  a  particularly  fervent  manner. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  poor  Twem- 
low should  decline  to  inflict  a  letter  on  his  no- 
ble cousin  (who  has  gout  in  the  temper),  inas- 
much as  his  noble  cousin,  who  allows  him  a 
small  annuity  on  which  he  lives,  takes  it  out  of 
him,  as  the  phrase  goes,  in  extreme  severity ; 


putting  him,  when  he  visits  at  Snigsworthy  Park, 
under  a  kind  of  martial  law  ;  ordaining  that  he 
shall  hang  his  hat  on  a  particular  peg,  sit  on  a 
particular  chair,  talk  on  particular  subjects  to 
particular  people,  and  perform  particular  exer- 
cises :  such  as  sounding  the  praises  of  the  Fam- 
ily Varnish  (not  to  say  Pictures),  and  abstain- 
ing from  the  choicest  of  the  Family  Vv^ines  un- 
less expressly  invited  to  partake. 

"  One  thing,  however,  I  can  do  for  you,"  says 
Twemlow  ;  "  and  that  is,  work  for  you." 

Veneering  blesses  him  again. 

"I'll  go,"  says  Twemlow,  in  a  rising  hurry 
of  spirits,  "to  the  club;— -let  us  see  now;  what 
o'clock  is  it?" 

"Twenty  minutes  to  eleven." 

"  I'll  be,"  says  Twemlow,  "  at  the  club  by  ten 
minutes  to  twelve,  and  I'll  never  leave  it  all 
day." 

Veneering  feels  that  his  friends  are  rallying 
round  him,  and  says,  "Thank  you,  thank  you. 
I  knew  I  could  rely  upon  you.  I  said  to  Anas- 
tatia  before  leaving  home  just  now  to  come  to 
you — of  course  the  first  friend  I  have  seen  on  a 
subject  so  momentous  to  me,  my  dear  Twem- 
low— I  said  to  Anastatia,  'We  must  work.'  " 

"You  were  right,  you  were  right,"  replies 
Twemlow.     "Tell  me.     Is  s/ie  working ?" 

"  She  is,"  says  Veneering. 

"Good!"  cries  Twemlow^,  polite  little  gentle- 
man that  he  is.  "A  woman's  tact  is  invalua- 
ble. To  have  the  dear  sex  with  us  is  to  have 
every  thing  with  us." 

"Sut  you  have  not  imparted  to  me,"  remarks 
Veneeihig,  "what  you  think  of  my  entering  the 
House  01  Commons?" 

"I  think,"  rejoins  Twemlow,  feelingly,  "that 
it  is  the  best  club  in  London." 

Venee:ing  again  blesses  him,  plunges  down 
stairs,  rusi^es  into  his  Hansom,  and  directs  the 
driver  to  bt  up  and  at  the  British  Public,  and 
to  charge  into  the  City. 

Meanwhile  Iwemlow,  in  an  increasing  hurry 
of  spirits,  gets  his  hair  down  as  well  as  he  can— 
which  is  not  very  Veil ;  for,  after  these  glutin- 
ous applications  it  is  restive,  and  has  a  surface 
on  it  somewliat  in  tly;  nature  of  pastry— and 
gets  to  the  club  by  the  appointed  time.  At  the 
club  he  promptly  secures  a  large  window,  writ- 
ing materials,  and  all  the  newspapers,  and  es- 
tablishes himself,  immovable,  to  be  respectfully 
contemplated  by  Pall  Mall.  Sometimes,  when 
a  man  enters  who  nods  to  him,  Twemlow  says, 
"Do  you  know  Veneering ?"  Man  says,  " No ; 
member  of  the  club?"  Twemlow  says,  "Yes. 
Coming  in  for  Pocket-Breaches."  Man  sa3's, 
"  Ah !  Hope  he  may  find  it  worth  the  money !" 
yawns,  and  saunters  out.  Toward  six  o'clock 
of  the  afternoon  Twemlow  begins  to  persuade 
himself  that  he  is  positively  jaded  Avith  work, 
and  thinks  it  much  to  be  regretted  that  he  was 
not  brought  up  as  a  Parliamentary  agent. 

From  Twemlow's,  Veneering  dashes  at  Pod- 
snap's  place  of  business.  Finds  Podsnap  read- 
ing the  paper,  standing,  and  inclined  to  be  ora- 
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torical  over  the  astonishing  discovery  he  has 
made,  tliat  Italy  is  not  England.  Respectfully 
entreats  rodsna])'s  ])ardon  for  stopping  the  flow 
of  his  words  of  wisdom,  and  informs  him  what  is 
in  the  wind.  Tells  Podsnap  that  their  political 
opinions  are  identical.  Gives  Podsnap  to  un- 
derstand that  he,  Veneering,  formed  his  political 
opinions  while  sitting  at  the  feet  of  him,  Pod- 
snap.  Seeks  earnestly  to  know  whether  Pod- 
snap  "will  rally  round  him  ?" 

Says  Podsnaj),  something  sternly.  "Now, 
first  of  all,  Veneering,  do  you  ask  my  advice?" 

Veneering  falters  that  as  so  old  and  so  dear  a 
friend — 

*'Ycs,  yes,  that's  all  very  well,"  says  Pod- 
snap;  "hut  have  you  njade  up  your  mind  to 
take  this  borough  of  Pocket-Breaches  on  its  own 
terms,  or  do  you  ask  my  oj)inion  whether  you 
shall  take  it  or  leave  it  alone?" 

Veneering  repeats  that  his  heart's  desire  and 
his  soul's  thirst  arc,  that  Podsnap  shall  rally 
round  him. 

"Now,  I'll  he  plain  with  you,  Veneering," 
says  Podsnap,  knitting  his  brows.  "You  will 
infer  that  /  don't  care  about  Parliament,  from 
the  fact  of  my  not  being  there  ?'' 

Why,  of  course  Veneering  knows  that !  Of 
course  Veneering  knows  that  if  Podsnap  chose 
to  go  there,  he  would  be  there,  in  a  space  of 
time  that  might  be  stated  by  the  light  and 
thoughtless  as  a  jilVy. 

"It  is  not  worth  my  while,"  pursues  Pod- 
snap, becoming  handsomely  mollified,  "  and  it 
is  the  reverse  of  important  to  my  position.  But 
it  is  not  my  wish  to  set  myself  up  as  law  for  an- 
other man,  differently  situated.  You  think  it 
is  worth  1/our  while,  and  is  important  to  your 
position.     Is  that  so  ?" 

Always  with  the  proviso  that  Podsnap  will 
rally  round  him,  Veneering  thinks  it  is  so. 

"Then  you  don't  ask  my  advice,"  says  Pod- 
snap. "Good.  Then  I  won't  give  it  you.  But 
you  do  ask  my  help.  Good.  Then  I'll  work 
for  you." 

Veneering  instantly  blesses  him,  and  apprises 
him  that  Twemlow  is  already  working.  Pod- 
snap docs  not  quite  approve  that  any  body  should 
be  already  working — regarding  it  rather  in  the 
light  of  a  liberty — but  tolerates  Twemlow,  and 
says  he  is  a  well-connected  old  female  who  will 
do  no  harm. 

"  I  have  nothing  very  particular  to  do  to-day," 
adds  Podsnap,  "and  I'll  mix  with  some  influ- 
ential people.  I  had  engaged  myself  to  dinner, 
but  I'll  send  ]\rrs.  Podsnap  and  get  off  going  my- 
self, and  I'll  dine  with  you  at  eight.  It's  im- 
portant we  should  report  progress  and  compare 
notes.  Now,  let  me  see.  You  ought  to  have  a 
coui)le  of  active,  energetic  fellows,  of  gentleman- 
ly manners,  to  go  about." 

Veneering,  after  cogitation,  thinks  of  Boots 
and  Brewer. 

"  Whom  I  have  m^t  at  your  house,"  says  Pod- 
snap. "Yes.  They'll  do  very  well.  Let  them 
each  have  a  cab,  and  go  about." 


Veneering  immediately  mentions  what  a  bless- 
ing he  feels  it  to  possess  a  friend  capable  of  such 
grand  administrative  suggestions,  and  really  is 
elated  at  this  going  about  of  Boots  and  Brewer, 
as  an  idea  wearing  an  electioneering  as])ect  and 
looking  desperately  like  business.  Leaving  Pod- 
snap, at  a  hand-gallop,  he  descends  upon  Boots 
and  Brewer,  who  enthusiastically  rally  round 
him  by  at  once  bolting  off  in  cabs,  taking  oppo- 
site directions.  Then  Veneering  repairs  to  the 
legal  gentleman  in  Britannia's  confidence,  and 
with  him  transacts  some  delicate  affairs  of  busi- 
ness, and  issues  an  address  to  the  independent 
electors  of  Pocket-Breaches,  announcing  that  he 
is  coming  among  them  for  their  suffrages,  as  the 
mariner  returns  to  the  home  of  his  early  child- 
hood :  a  phrase  which  is  none  the  worse  for  his 
never  having  been  near  the  place  in  his  life,  and 
not  even  now  distinctly  knowing  where  it  is. 

Mrs.  Veneering,  during  the  same  eventful 
hours,  is  not  idle.  No  sooner  does  the  carriage 
turn  out,  all  complete,  than  she  turns  into  it,  all 
complete,  and  gives  the  word  "To  Lady  Tip- 
pins's. "  That  charmer  dwells  over  a  stay-maker's 
in  the  Belgravian  Borders,  with  a  life-size  mod- 
el in  the  window  on  the  ground-floor,  of  a  dis- 
tinguished beauty  in  a  blue  petticoat,  stay-lace 
in  hand,  looking  over  her  shoulder  at  the  town 
in  innocent  surprise.  As  well  she  may,  to  find 
herself  dressing  under  the  circumstances. 

Lady  Tippins  at  home?  Lady  Tippins  at 
home,  with  the  room  darkened,  and  her  back 
(like  the  lady's  at  the  ground-floor  window, 
though  for  a  different  reason)  cunningly  turned 
toward  the  light.  Lady  Tippins  is  so  surprised 
by  seeing  her  dear  Mrs.  Veneering  so  early — in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  the  pretty  creature  calls 
it — that  her  eyelids  almost  go  up,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  that  emotion. 

To  whom  Mrs.  Veneering  incoherently  com- 
municates, how  that  Veneering  has  been  oflered 
Pocket-Breaches ;  how  that  it  is  the  time  for  ral- 
lying round  ;  how  that  Veneering  has  said,  "We 
must  work ;"  how  that  she  is  here,  as  a  wife  and 
mother,  to  entreat  Lady  Tippins  to  work  ;  how 
that  the  carriage  is  at  Lady  Tippins's  disposal 
for  purposes  of  work  ;  how  that  she,  proprie- 
tress of  said  bran-new  elegant  equipage,  will  re- 
turn home  on  foot— on  bleeding  feet,  if  need  be 
— to  work  (not  specifying  how)  until  she  drops 
by  the  side  of  baby's  crib. 

"My  love,"  says  Lady  Tippins,  "compose 
yourself:  we'll  bring  him  in."  And  Lady  Tip- 
pins really  does  work,  and  work  the  Veneering 
horses  too ;  for  she  clatters  about  town  all  day, 
calling  upon  every  body  she  knows,  and  show- 
ing her  entertaining  powers  and  green  fan  to 
immense  advantage,  by  rattling  on  with.  My 
dear  soul,  what  do  you  think  ?  What  do  you 
suppose  me  to  be  ?  You'll  never  guess.  I'm 
pretending  to  be  an  electioneering  agent  And 
for  what  place  of  all  places?  Pocket-Breaches. 
And  why  ?  Because  the  dearest  friend  I  have 
in  the  world  has  bought  it.  And  who  is  the 
dearest  friend  I  have  in  the  world  ?     A  man  of 
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the  name  of  Veneering.  Not  omitting  his  wife, 
who  is  the  other  dearest  friend  I  have  in  the 
world ;  and  I  positively  declare  I  forgot  their 
baby,  who  is  the  other.  And  we  are  carrying 
on  this  little  farce  to  keep  up  appearances,  and 
isn't  it  refreshing !  Then,  my  precious  child, 
the  fun  of  it  is  that  nobody  knows  who  these 
Veneerings  are,  and  that  they  know  nobody,  and 
that  they  have  a  house  out  of  the  Tales  of  the 
Genii,  and  give  dinners  out  of  the  Arabian 
Nights.  Curious  to  see  'em,  my  dear?  Say 
you'll  know  'em.  Come  and  dine  with  'em. 
They  sha'n't  bore  you.  Say  who  shall  meet 
you.  We'll  make  up  a  party  of  our  own,  and 
I'll  engage  that  they  shall  not  interfere  with  you 
for  one  single  moment.  You  really  ought  to  see 
their  gold  and  silver  camels.  I  call  their  din- 
ner-table the  Caravan.  Do  come  and  dine  with 
my  Veneerings,  my  own  Veneerings,  my  ex- 
clusive property,  the  dearest  friends  I  have  in 
the  world  I  And  above  all,  my  dear,  be  sure 
you  promise  me  your  vote  and  interest  and  all 
sorts  of  plumpers  for  Pocket-Breaches ;  for  we 
couldn't  think  of  spending  sixpence  on  it,  my 
love,  and  can  only  consent  to  be  brought  in  by 
tlie  spontaneous  thingummies  of  the  incorrupt- 
ible whatdoyoucallums. 

Now  the  point  of  viev/  seized  by  the  be- 
witching Tippins,  that  this  same  working  and 
rallying  round  is  to  keep  up  appearances,  may 
have  something  in  it,  but  not  all  the  truth. 
More  is  done,  or  considered  to  be  done — which 
does  as  well — by  taking  cabs,  and  "  going  about," 
than  the  fair  Tippins  knew  of.  Many  vast  vague 
reputations  have  been  made,  solely  by  taking 
cabs  and  going  about.  This  particularly  obtains 
in  all  Parliamentary  affairs.  Whether  the  busi- 
ness in  hand  be  to  get  a  man  in,  or  get  a  man 
out,  or  get  a  man  over,  or  promote  a  railway,  or 
jockey  a  railway,  or  what  else,  nothing  is  under- 
stood to  be  so  effectual  as  scouring  nowhere  in  a 
violent  hurry — in  short,  as  taking  cabs  and  going 
about. 

Probably  because  this  reason  is  in  the  air, 
Twemlow,  far  from  being  singular  in  his  persua- 
sion that  he  works  like  a  Trojan,  is  capped  by 
Podsnap,  who  in  his  turn  is  capped  by  Boots 
and  Brewer.  At  eight  o'clock,  when  all  these 
hard  workers  assemble  to  dine  at  Vencering's,  it 
is  understood  that  the  cabs  of  Boots  and  Brewer 
mustn't  leave  the  door,  but  that  pails  of  water 
must  be  brought  from  the  nearest  baiting-place, 
and  cast  over  the  horses'  legs  on  the  very  spot, 
lest  Boots  and  Brewer  should  have  instant  occa- 
sion to  mount  and  away.  Those  fleet  messen- 
gers require  the  Analytical  to  see  that  their  hats 
are  deposited  where  they  can  be  laid  hold  of  at 
an  instant's  notice ;  and  they  dine  (remarkably 
well  though)  with  the  air  of  firemen  in  charge 
of  an  engine,  expecting  intelligence  of  some  tre- 
mendous conflagration. 

Mrs.  Veneering  faintly  remarks,  as  dinner 
opens,  that  many  such  days  would  be  too  much 
for  her. 

"  Many  such  days  would  be  too  much  for  all 


of  us,"  savs  Podsnap;  "but  we'll  bring  him 
in!" 

"We'll  bring  him  in,"  says  Lady  Tippins, 
sportively  waving  her  green  tan.  "Veneering 
forever!" 

"  AVe'll  bring  him  in  !"  says  Twemlow. 

"We'll  bring  him  in !"  say  Boots  and  Brewer. 

Strictly  speaking,  it  would  be  hard  to  show 
cause  why  they  should  not  bring  him  in,  Pocket- 
Breaches  having  closed  its  little  bargain,  and 
there  being  no  opposition.  However,  it  is  agreed 
that  they  must  "work"  to  the  last,  and  that  if 
they  did  not  work,  something  indefinite  would 
happen.  It  is  likewise  agreed  that  they  are  all 
so  exhausted  with  the  work  behind  them,  and 
need  to  be  fortified  for  the  work  before  them,  as 
to  require  peculiar  strengthening  from  Vencer- 
ing's cellar.  Therefore,  the  Analytical  has  or- 
ders to  produce  the  cream  of  the  cream  of  his 
bins,  and  therefore  it  falls  out  that  rallying  be- 
comes rather  a  trying  word  for  the  occasion ; 
Lady  Tippins  being  observed  gamely  to  inculcate 
the  Aecessity  of  rearing  round  their  dear  Veneer- 
ing ;  Podsnap  advocating  roaring  round  him ; 
Boots  and  Brewer  declaring  their  intention  of 
reeling  round  him ;  and  Veneering  thanking  his 
devoted  friends  one  and  all,  with  great  emotion, 
for  rarullarulling  round  him. 

In  these  inspiring  moments  Brewer  strikes 
out  an  idea  which  is  the  great  hit  of  the  day. 
He  consults  his  watch,  and  says  (like  Guy 
Fawkes),  he'll  now  go  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  see  how  things  look. 

"I'll  keep  about  the  lobby  for  an  hour  or  so," 
says  Brewer,  with  a  deeply  mysterious  counte- 
nance;  "and  if  things  look  well,  I  won't  come 
back,  but  will  order  my  cab  for  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing." 

"You  couldn't  do  better,"  says  Podsnap. 

Veneering  expresses  his  inability  ever  to  ac- 
knowledge this  last  service.  Tears  stand  in  Mrs. 
Veneering's  affectionate  eyes.  Boots  shows  envy, 
loses  ground,  and  is  regarded  as  possessing  a 
second-rate  mind.  They  all  crowd  to  the  door, 
to  see  Brewer  off.  Brewer  says  to  his  driver, 
"Now,  is  your  horse  pretty  fresh?"  eying  the 
animal  with  critical  scrutiny.  Driver  says  he's 
as  fresh  as  butter.  "  Put  him  along,  then,"  says 
Brewer;  "House  of  Commons."  Driver  darts 
up.  Brewer  leaps  in,  they  cheer  him  as  he  de- 
parts, and  Mr.  Podsnap  says,  "  Mark  my  words, 
Sir.  That's  a  man  of  resource ;  that's  a  man  to 
make  his  way  in  life." 

When  the  time  comes  for  Veneering  to  de- 
liver a  neat  and  appropriate  stammer  to  the  men 
of  Pocket-Breaches,  only  Podsnap  and  Twem- 
low accompany  him  by  railway  to  that  seques- 
tered spot.  The  legal  gentleman  is  at  the  Pock- 
et-Breaches Branch  Station,  with  an  open  car- 
riage with  a  printed  bill  "Veneering  forever!" 
stuck  upon  it,  as  if  it  were  a  wall ;  and  they 
gloriously  proceed,  amidst  the  grins  of  the  popu- 
lace, to  a  feeble  little  to\);n-hall  on  crutches, 
with  some  onions  and  boot-laces  under  it,  which 
the  legal  gentleman  says  are  a  Market ;   and 
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from  the  front  window  of  that  edifice  Veneering 
speaks  to  tlic  listening  earth.  In  the  moment 
of  his  taking  his  hat  off,  Todsnap,  as  per  agree- 
ment made  with  Mrs.  Veneering,  telegraphs  to 
that  wife  and  mother,  "He's  up." 

Veneering  loses  his  way  in  the  nsiial  No 
Tiioroughfares  of  speecli,  and  Todsnap  and 
Twemlow  say  Hear  hear  I  and  sometimes,  when 
he  can't  by  any  means  back  himself  out  of  some 
very  unlucky  No  Thoroughfare,  "  Ile-a-a-r 
Ile-a-a-rl"  with  an  air  of  facetious  conviction, 
as  if  the  ingenuity  of  the  thing  gave  them  a  sen- 
sation of  exquisite  pleasure.  But  Veneering 
makes  two  remarkably  g(jod  jjoints  ;  so  good, 
thai  they  arc  supposed  to  have  been  suggested 
to  him  by  the  legal  gentleman  in  Britannia's 
confidence,  while  briefly  conferring  on  the 
stairs. 

Point  the  first  is  this.  Veneering  institutes 
an  original  comparison  between  the  country  and 
a  ship;  ])ointedly  calling  the  ship  the  Vessel  of 
the  State,  and  the  .Minister  the  Man  at  the 
Helm.  Venccring's  object  is  to  let  Pocket- 
Breaches  know  that  his  friend  on  his  riglit 
(Todsnaj))  is  a  man  of  wealth,  Consecjuently 
says  he,  *'And,  gentlemen,  when  the  timbers 
of  the  Vessel  of  the  State  are  unsound  and  the 
Man  at  the  Helm  is  unskillful,  would  those  great 
Marine  Insurers,  who  rank  among  our  world- 
famed  merchant -princes  —  would  they  insure 
her,  gentlemen?  Would  they  underwrite  her? 
Would  they  incur  a  risk  in  her?  AVould  they 
have  confidence  in  her?  Why,  gentlemen,  if  I 
api)ealed  to  my  honorable  friend  upon  my  right, 
himself  among  the  greatest  and  most  resj)ccted 
of  that  great  and  much-respected  class,  he  would 
answer  No!" 

Point  the  second  is  this.  The  telling  fact  that 
Twemlow  is  related  to  Lord  Snigsworth  must  be 
let  off.  Veneering  supposes  a  state  of  public 
affairs  that  probably  never  could  by  any  possi- 
bility exist  (though  this  is  not  quite  certain,  in 
consequence  of  his  picture  being  unintelligible 
to  himself  and  every  body  else),  and  thus  pro- 
ceeds :  "  Why,  gentlemen,  if  I  were  to  indicate 
such  a  programme  to  any  class  of  society,  I  say 
it  would  be  received  with  derision,  would  be 
"pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  scorn.  If  I  indicated 
sucli  a  programme  to  any  worthy  and  intelligent 
tradesman  of  your  town — nay,  I  will  here  be 
personal,  and  say  Our  town — what  would  he  re- 
ply? He  would  reply,  'Away  with  it  1'  That's 
what  he  would  reply,  gentlemen.  In  his  honest 
indignation  he  would  reply,  'Away  with  it!' 
But  suppose  I  mounted  higher  in  the  social 
scale.  Suppose  I  drew  my  arm  through  the 
arm  of  my  respected  friend  upon  my  left,  and, 
walking  with  him  through  the  ancestral  woods 
of  his  family,  and  under  the  spreading  beeches 
of  Snigsworthy  Park,  approached  the  noble 
hall,  crossed  the  court-yard,  entered  by  the 
door,  went  up  the  staircase,  and,  passing  from 
room  to  room,  found  myself  at  last  in  the  august 
presence  of  my  friend's  near  kinsman,  Lord 
Snigsworth.     And  suppose  I  said  to  that  ven- 


erable earl,  'My  Lord,  I  am  here  before  your 
lordship,  presented  by  your  lordship's  near  kins- 
man, my  friend  ujjon  my  left,  to  indicate  that 
programme;'  what  would  his  lordship  answer? 
Why,  he  would  answer,  '  Away  with  it  I'  That's 
wlmt  he  would  answer,  gentlemen.  'Awav 
with  it!'  Unconsciously  using,  in  his  exalted 
sphere,  the  exact  language  of  the  worthy  and 
intelligent  tradesman  of  our  town,  the  near  and 
dear  kinsman  of  my  friend  upon  my  left  would 
answer  in  his  wrath,  'Away  with  it!'" 

Veneering  finishes  with  this  last  success,  and 
]Mr.  Podsnap  telegraphs  to  Mrs.  Veneering, 
"He's  down." 

Then  dinner  is  had  at  the  Hotel  with  the  legal 
gentleman,  and  then  there  are  in  due  succession, 
nomination,  and  declaration.  Finally  Mr.  Pod- 
snap  telegraphs  to  JNIrs.  Veneering,  "We  have 
brought  him  in." 

Another  gorgeous  dinner  awaits  them  on  their 
return  to  the  Veneering  halls,  and  Lady  Tippins 
awaits  them,  and  Boots  and  Brewer  await  tliem. 
Tiiere  is  a  modest  assertion  on  every  body's  part 
that  every  body  single-handed  "brought  him 
in  ;"  but  in  the  main  it  is  conceded  by  all  that 
that  stroke  of  business  on  Brewer's  part,  in  go- 
ing down  to  the  House  that  night  to  see  how 
things  looked,  was  the  master-stroke. 

A  touching  little  incident  is  related  by  Mrs. 
Veneering  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  Mrs. 
Veneering  is  habitually  disposed  to  be  tearful, 
and  has  an  extra  disposition  that  way  after  her 
late  excitement.  Previous  to  withdrawing  from 
the  dinner-table  with  Lady  Tippins  she  says,  in 
a  pathetic  and  ])liysically  weak  manner: 

"You  will  all  think  it  foolish  of  me,  I  know, 
but  I  must  mention  it.  As  I  sat  by  Baby's 
crib,  on  the  night  before  the  election,  Baby  was 
very  uneasy  in  her  sleep.'* 

The  Analytical  chemist,  who  is  gloomily  look- 
ing on,  has  diabolical  impulses  to  suggest  "Wind" 
and  throw  up  his  situation  ;  but  represses  them. 
"After  an  interval  almost  convulsive.  Baby 
curled  her  little  hands  in  one  another  and 
smiled." 

INIrs.  Veneering  stopping  here,  INIr.  Podsnap 
deems  it  incumbent  on  him  to  say  :  "  I  wonder 
why!" 

"Could  it  be,  I  asked  myself,"  says  INIrs. 
Veneering,  looking  about  her  for  her  pocket- 
handkerchief,  *'that  the  Fairies  were  telling 
Baby  that  her  ])apa  would  shortly  be  an  M.P.  ?" 
So  overcome  by  the  sentiment  is  Mrs.  Veneer- 
ing that  they  all  get  up  to  make  a  clear  stage  for 
Veneering,  who  goes  round  the  table  to  the  res- 
cue and  bears  her  out  backward,  with  her  feet 
impressively  scraping  the  carpet :  after  remark- 
ing that  her  work  has  been  too  much  for  her 
strength.  Whether  the  fairies  made  any  men- 
tion of  the  five  thousand  pounds,  and  it  dis- 
agreed with  Baby,  is  not  speculated  upon. 

Poor  little  Twemlow,  quite  done  up,  is  touch- 
ed, and  still  continues  touched  after  he  is  safely 
housed  over  the  livery-stable  yard  in  Duke  Street, 
Saint  James's.     But  there,  upon  his  sofa,  a  trc- 
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mendous  consideration  breaks  in  upon  the  mild 
gentleman,  putting  all  softer  considerations  to 
the  rout. 

"Gracious  Heavens!  Now  I  have  time  to 
think  of  it,  he  never  saw  one  of  his  constituents 
in  all  his  days  nntil  we  saw  them  together!" 


After  having  paced  the  room  in  distress  of 
mind,  with  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  the  inno- 
cent Twemlow  returns  to  his  sofa  and  moans : 

"I  shall  either  go  distracted,  or  die,  of  this 
man.  He  comes  upon  me  too  late  in  life.  I 
am  not  strong  enough  to  bear  him !" 


Blnttttihi  %mx]i  nf  Citrrmt  iM^h. 


UNITED  STATE?. 

OUR  Record  closes  on  the  1st  of  October.  We 
liave  the  details  of  Sherman's  movements  bj'- 
whicli  the  capture  of  Atlanta  was  effected.  These 
and  Sheridan's  brilliant  operations  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Shenandoah  form  the  main  topics  of  our  military 
record  for  the  month. 

After  the  failure  of  M 'Cook's  and  Stoneman's 
raids  against  the  Macon  Road,  and  the  very  limited 
success  Avhicli  attended  Kilpatrick,  Sherman's  army 
seemed  to  many  to  have  come  to  a  dead-lock  before 
Atlanta.  Ever  from  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign Sherman  had  held  fast  to  the  Chattanooga 
Railroad.  After  he  had  reached  Atlanta  it  became 
more  than  ever  necessar}'-  to  preserve  his  hold  upon 
that  road,  m  liich  was  the  sole  artery  through  which 
his  army  was  sustained  Avith  food  and  replenished 
with  ammunition.  So  long  as  his  cavalry  remained 
to  him  in  full  force  the  militar}-  problem  was  a  very 
simple  one.  Holding  the  Chattanooga  Road  he 
could  extend  his  lines  in  an  easterly  direction  to 
the  Augusta  Road ;  indeed,  after  crossing  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, he  firmly  held  Decatur  on  that  road  with 
the  army  of  the  Tennessee  under  INI'Pherson,  and 
was  able  to  destroy  the  eastern  communications  of 
Hood  quite  effectually ;  but  it  was  hardly  possible 
to  maintain  this  hold  for  any  length  of  time.  Hav- 
ing so  completely  destroyed  it  as  to  make  it  useless 
to  Hood  for  some  weeks,  Sherman,  after  having 
fought  the  battles  of  the  20th  and  22d  of  July, 
threw  his  left  around,  and,  maintaining  his  hold  on 
the  Chattanooga  Road,  extended  his  lines  nearly  to 
the  West  Point  Road  on  the  west  side  of  Atlanta. 
Then  was  fought  the  battle  of  July  28,  which,  like 
those  of  the  20th  and  22d,  resulted  favorably.  Sher- 
man now  depended  upon  his  cavahy  to  destroy  the 
West  Point  and  Macon  roads.  M' Cook's  and  Stone- 
man's  expeditions  not  only  failed,  but  resulted  dis- 
astrously, for  one-half  of  Shcniian's  cavalry  horses 
and  equipments  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 
Kilpatrick  then  tried  his  hand  at  raiding;  but 
though  promising  much  he  accomplished  little.  It 
then  appeared,  as  Ave  said  before,  that  Sherman  had 
come  to  a  dead-lock ;  and  but  for  Hood's  rashness, 
Avhicli  might  safelj'-  be  calculated  on,  it  would  have 
so  proved.  Hood,  thinking  it  would  now  be  his 
best  move  to  disturb  Sherman's  rear,  sent  General 
Wheeler  Avith  a  cavalry  force  estimated  at  ten  thou- 
sand toAvard  Chattanooga.  Hood's  temerity  Avas 
Sherman's  opportunity.  Sherman  kneAv  that  the 
rebel  army  Avas  supplied  noAv  almost  entirely  by  the 
Macon  Road,  and  that,  Avhile  the  great  depots  for 
provision  Avere  on  that  road,  only  one  or  tAvo  days' 
rations  at  a  time  passed  into  Atlanta.  He  determ- 
ined, therefore,  to  plant  his  entii'e  arnw,  Avith  the 
exceptiou  of  the  TAvcntictli,  Slocum's  Corps,  on  the 
Macon  Road,  just  beloAv  tlio  junction  of  that  road 
Avith  tlie  AVest  Point  Road.  A  single  corps  secure- 
ly intrenched  Avould,  in  the  absence  of  the  Confed- 
erate cavalry,  be  sufficient  to  guard  the  immense 


depots  of  supplies  and  the  fords  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee. Sherman,  therefore,  with  his  army  broke 
camp  on  the  25th  of  August  and  left  Atlanta.  Al- 
ready three  thousand  Avagons  and  one  thousand  am- 
bulances had  been  selected  for  the  use  of  the  main 
column  ;  the  rest  Avere  sent  across  the  Chattahoochee 
by  three  different  crossings,  viz. :  Pace's  Ferr}',  the 
Railroad  Bridge,  and  Turner's  Ferry.  The  Tavcu- 
tieth  Corps  folloAved  on  the  25th,  supported  by  the 
Fourth.  The  next  morning  Slocum's  command 
Avere  securely  intrenched  on  the  bank  of  the  Chat- 
tahoochee nearest  Atlanta.  The  same  day  the 
Fourth  Corps,  appearing  to  follow  toAvard  the 
river,  took  the  NcAvman  Road  and  moved  south- 
west. The  army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  HoAvard, 
folloAved  toward  Fairburn  on  the  West  Point  Road, 
taking  the  extreme  right  of  the  moAdng  column. 
Scholleld's  Corps  remained  behind  to  coA-er  the  left, 
but  on  the  28th  also  AvithdreAv.  On  that  da}^  Jeff 
C.  Davis,  Avith  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  reached  Red 
Oak  on  the  West  Point  Road,  thirteen  miles  from 
Atlanta,  and  began  the  destruction  of  the  road,  in 
Avhich  they  Avere  soon  joined  by  the  Fourth  Corps. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  from  Fairburn 
to  Reupo  Place,  near  Jonesborough  ;  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  from  Red  Oak,  via  Shoal  Creek 
Church,  to  Conch's ;  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  \na  Red 
Oak  and  Minis,  to  Maury's  Hill.  Thus  the  entire 
army,  .Avith  the  exception  of  Slocum's  Corps,  was 
noAV  on  the  march.  The  Confederates  thought  Sher- 
man Avas  in  full  retreat.  The  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see approached  Jonesborough ;  Thomas,  Avith  the 
Arm}'-  of  the  Ohio,  Avas  further  to  the  left,  holding 
the  centre  of  the  moving  column ;  while  Schofield, 
Avith  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  held  the  ex- 
treme left.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the 
1st  of  September  held  a  strong  position  on  the  ]\Iacon 
Road,  beloAv  Rough  and  Ready ;  Thomas  another 
position  on  the  road  farther  South ;  Avhile  HoAvard 
and  Jeff  C.  Da\ns  were  fighting  Hardee  and  Lee  at 
Jonesborough. 

The  Confederates  at  first  assumed  the  offensi\^e  and 
AA'ere  repulsed.  DaA'is  at  5  p.m.  struck  the  road 
aboA^e  Jonesborough,  and  cut  off  Flardee  and  Lee  at 
that  place  from  SteAvart's  Corps,  Avhich  Hood  re- 
tained at  Atlanta.  Davis  made  an  attack  on  Har- 
dee, and  flanked  him  on  the  left,  the  Fourth  Corps  at 
the  same  time  flanking  on  the  right.  The  Fourteenth 
Corps  then  charged,  and  the  Confederates,  OA'erpoAA'- 
ered  by  numbers,  gave  Avay,  leaving  their  Avorks 
and  a  thousand  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Fed- 
erals. While  mentioning  DaA'is's  fight  at  Jones- 
borough, Logan's  of  the  day  before  should  also  be 
recorded.  The  Fifteenth  Corps,  holding  the  left  of 
tlic  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Avas  attacked  b}'  the 
Confederates.  The  affair  did  not  last  long — not  more 
than  an  hour;  but  the  enemy  Avas  driA'cn  back, 
leaving  in  Logan's  hands  800  prisoners,  including 
a  major-general  and  a  brigadier. 

On  the  night  of  September  1  Hardee  and  Lee  re- 
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treated  toward  Macon.  The  same  ni^dit  Hood  evac- 
uated Atlanta.  Slocum's  corps  immediately  took 
posscs>iion,  and  Sherman's  army  has  been  concen- 
trated at  Atlanta.  This  city  is  to  be  made  a  {i;rand 
military  post.  All  the  iidiabitants,  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal, -were  ordered  to  leave,  and  a  truce  of  ten  days, 
commencinf;  September  14,  was  established  to  carry 
out  the  order.  On  the  lOth  of  September  Governor 
I'rown  of  Georf^ia  withdrew  from  Hood's  army  the 
militia  of  that  State,  "in  the  hope  that  he  should 
be  able  to  return  it,  with  greater  numbers  and  equal 
efficiency,  when  the  interest  of  the  public  service 
requires  it." 

In  the  week  oommcncinj^  Sunday,  September  18, 
Sheridan  dcl'cated  ICarly,  and  drove  him  to  Staun- 
ton.    On  Sunday,  the  ISth,  General  (Jordon's  Di- 
vision of  the  Confederate  Army  of  the  Shenandoah 
attacked  Averill's  corps  at  Martinsbur^  and  Avas 
driven  back  to  Darkesville.     Sheridan's  command 
had  for  some  days  held  a  stront^  position  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  railroad  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Win- 
chester; his  rij^ht  wint::,  under  (Jeneral  (.'rook,  and 
consistin.14  of  the  Army  of  Western  N'iriciiiia,  posted 
at  Summit  Point,  while  the  left  rested  on  the  Win- 
chester and  IJerryville  pike  a  few  miles  further 
south.    When  (Jordon  made  his  attack  on  Sunday, 
the  great  mass  of  Early's  army  was  leathered  to- 
gether in  the  vicinity  of  Ihtnker  Hill  and  Stephen- 
son's ])op.)t,  and  nortlnvest  of  the  jiosition  held  l)y 
Sheriflan.     A  rapid  advance  along  the  Winchester 
pike  and  across  tiie  Opecpian  Kiver  westward  •would 
place  the  Federal  army  directly  in  Early's  rear. 
The  opportunity  as  soon  as  oH'ercd  was  embraced. 
Sunday  afternoon  Sheridan  had  his  troops   under 
arms.     His  plan  was  to  advance  at  three  o'clock  on 
tlic  moVning  of  the  ll>th,  with  the  Sixth  and  Nine- 
teenth Corps ;  Crook,  following  two  hours  afterward, 
was  to  join  the  main  column  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Opcipian.    In  order  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention, 
Torl)ert  and  Averill,  with  a  large  cavalry  force,  Avere 
to  demonstrate  on  his  left.     Wilson's  Cavali-y  Di- 
A'ision  crossed  the  Opequan,  followed  by  the  Sixth 
Corps.     The  Nineteenth  Corps  Avas  delayed,  and 
this  gave  Early  time  to  draAv  in  his  left.    The  Fed- 
eral advance  Avas  therefore  stubbornly  resisted.    In- 
deed the  first  and  second  lines  Avere  thrown  into 
some  confusion.    As  soon,  howcA'er,  as  Sheridan  had 
placed  his  artillery  order  Avas  restored,  and  then  ibl-  '< 
loAved  one  of  the  most  liercelv  contested  battles  of  ; 
the  Avar.     The  opposing  lines  at  some  points  Avere  [ 
not  more  than  2(>0  yards  apart.    At  a  critical  point 
of  the  battle  a  caA\alry  charge  Avas  ordered  on  the  ' 
right,  Avhich  decided  the  fortunes  of  the  day  in  Sheri- 
dan's favor.     Ivirly's  army  Avas  driven  from  the 
field  in  confusion  and  retreated  to  Fisher's  Hill,  ' 
three  miles  south  of  Strasburg.     He  Avas  closely 
pursued  by  Sheridan.  avIio  attacked  him  at  Fisher's 
Mill  on  the  22d.     The  attack  Avas  made  late  in  the  ' 
afternoon.     Crook's  command  advanced  on  Early's  ' 
left  and  rear.  Avhile  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps 
attacked  in  front.     The  position  held  by  the  Con- 
federates Avas  thought  to  be  impregnable,  but  it  Avas 
taken  Avith  twenty  guns  and  betAveen  one  and  tAvo  : 
thousand  prisoners.      The  pursuit  Avas  still  contin- 
ued toAvard  Staunton.     It  is  impossible  accurately  ! 
to  report  the  losses  on  either  side.     In  the  battle 
of  Winchester  Sheridan  lost  quite  heaA'iiy,  but  at 
Fisher's  Hill  his  loss  Avas  A-^ery  light.     In  both  bat- 
tles, and  during  the  hot  pursuit,  over  ten  thousand  j 
of  Earlv's  forces  Avere  put  out  of  combat  before  he 
reached  Staunton.    At  Winchester  Generals  Rhodes 


and  GodAvin  Avere  killed;  among  the  Avounded  Avere 
Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  son  of  the  Gcncral-in-Chicf,  On 
the  Federal  side  General  David  A.  Kussell  Avas 
killed.  After  the  battle  of  Winchester  Torbert's 
command  Avas  sent  around  to  push  up  the  Luray 
Valley  and  intercept  Early's  retreat ;  but  meeting 
a  lieaA-y  force  of  Confederate  Cavalry  at  Luray 
Court  House  he  Avas  detained  from  his  main  object, 
although  he  succeeded  in  defeating  the  force  op- 
posed to  him. 

The  capture,  by  the  Confederate  General  Hamp- 
ton, of  2000  becA'cs  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Septem- 
ber IG,  Avas  one  of  the  most  annoying  occurrences 
of  the  Avar.  I'^stlmating  each  beef  at  800  pounds, 
Hampton  by  this  success  obtained  a  month's  supply 
for  Lee's  army,  alloAving  each  soldier  one  pound  of 
meat  per  day. 

John  C.  Fremont  and  John  Cochrane,  a\  ho  Avere 
nominated  at  Cleveland  for  the   Presidency  and 
j  Vice-Presidency,  have  AvithdraAvn.     IMr.  Fremont, 
in  his  letter  of  withdraAval.  says  that  the  canvass  has 
been  entered  upon  in  sncli  a  Avay  as  to  nuike  the 
union  of  tlie  Republican  Party  a  paramount  nccos- 
I  sity.     The  Chicago  platform  is  simply  separation  ; 
!  M'Clellan's  letter  of  acceptance  re-establishment 
I  Avith  slavery  ;  the  Republican  caiulidate  is  pledged  to 
j  the  re-establishment  of  the  Union  Avithout  shiA^ery. 
^  Potwoen  tlicse  issues  he  could  have  no  doubt;   and 
,  he  therefore  AvithdrcAV,  not  to  aid  the  triiunph  of  Lin- 
'  coin,  but  to  do  his  part  toAvard  preventing  the  elec- 
j  tion  of  the  Democratic  candidate.     In  respect  to 
I  !Mr.  Lincoln  he  reiterated  Avhat  he  had  said  in  his 
letter  of  acceptance,      "  I  consider,"  he  says,  "that 
his  administration  has  been  politically,  militarily, 
and  financially  a  I'ailure,  and  tliat  its  necessary  con- 
I  timiancc  is  a  cause  of  regret  for  the  country."'     The 
CleA'eland  Convention  Avas  to  have  been  such  an  ex- 
I  pression  of  opinion  as  Avould  haA-e  rendered  ]Mr.  Ein- 
i  coin's  nomination   impossilde  ;    but  circumstances 
had  given  him  the  nomination,  and  '•established 
!  for  him  a  character  among  the  people  Avhicli  leaA'es 
noAv  no  choice.     United,  the  Ilepul)lican  party  is 
reasonably  sure  of  success ;  divided,  the  result  of 
the   Presidential  election  is  at  least  doubtful." — 
^Ir.  Cochrane,  in  declining  the  nonnnation,  says: 
"  Peace  and  division,  or  Avar  and  the  Union.     Oth- 
er alternative  there  is  none.     And  as  I  am  still  of 
the  mind  that  once  led  me  to  the  field  Avith  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Republic,  I  can  not  noAvhold  a  position 
Avhich,  by  dividing,  hazards  the  success  of  those 
Avho,  Avhatever  their  dif^'erences  at  other  points,  agree 
as  upon  the  question  of  first  conseriuence  that  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  can  not  be  eft'ected  Avithout 
the  uninterrupted  continuation  of  the  war." 

State  elections  haA'e  been  held  in  Vermont  and 
jNIaine.  Both  States  Avent  strongly'  Republican.  In 
Vermont  the  vote  showed  an  increase  of  about  2600 
over  that  of  the  last  election,  of  Avhich  the  Repub- 
licans gained  2000,  the  Democrats  600 ;  tlie  Repub- 
lican majority  for  Governor  being  18,000  in  a  A-ote 

of  42,000, In  Maine  the  total  vote  Avas  about 

8000  less  than  at  the  last  election,  the  tAvo  parties 
losing  almost  exactly  in  proportion  to  their  respect- 
ive votes.  The  Republican  majority  for  GoA'ernor 
A\'as  about  16,000  in  a  A'ote  something  more  than 
100,000.  The  Legislatures  of  both  States  are  strong- 
ly Republican.  In  Ncav  York  the  Democrats  haA-e 
nominated  for  re-election  as  Governor  Hon,  Horatio 
Seymour.  The  Union  candidate  is  Hon.  Reuben 
E.  Fenton,  a  prominent  member  of  Congress,  orig- 
inally elected  as  a  Democrat. 
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Crusoe's  Island,  vith  Adcerdures  in  California 
and  Washoe,  bv  J.  lioss  Browne.     (Harper  and 
Brothers.)     A  dozen  years  ago  there  appeared  in 
this  ^Magazine  a  series  of  papers  under  the  title  of 
"  Crusoe  Life."     A  vessel  in  -which  the  writer  was 
voyairin^  from  New  York  to  California  was  be- 
calmed oil"  the  Island  of  Juan  Fernandez.     lie  with 
ten  others  put  off  in  a  small  boat  for  the  island, 
some  seventy  miles  distant.     They  reached  it  Avith 
some  difficulty,  remained  there  a  couple  of  days 
exploring  the  island,  and  then  regained  the  ship. 
Upon  this  slight  foundation  was  built  up  a  series  of 
strange  adventures,  "  founded  on  fact,"  Avhich  gave 
promise  that  Mr.  Browne  would  prove  to  be  the 
most  original  and  genial  American  humorist.    This 
promise  was  abundantly  justified  a  few  }'ears  later 
by  his  book  "  Yusef,"  a  record  of  a  tour  through 
Sicily  and  the  Holy  Land.    Subsequently  the  pages 
of  this  Magazine  have  been  enriched  Avith  accounts 
of  jMr.  Browne's  varied  travels  in  divers  portions 
of  the  globe — California  and  Iceland,  "Washoe  and 
Germany,  Norway  and  Arizona.      These  are  all 
marked  by  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  au- 
thor.    At  the  bottom  of  all  is  sound  common  sense, 
keen  observation,  and  a  quick  perception  of  odd 
phases  of  cha-racter;   or  rather,  perhaps,  the   odd 
phases  of  even  the  most  commonplace  characters. 
If  there  is  any  thing  quaint  or  humorous  in  any 
person  whom  he  meets,  it  is  sure  to  be  drawn  out 
by  the  magnetic  attraction  of  Mr.  Browne's  genial 
humor.     His  sketches  of  character  are  just  enough 
heightened  and  exaggerated  to  render  them  perfect 
likenesses.    LIundreds  of  travelers  have  been  ' '  drag- 
omaued"  from  Beirut  to  Damascus  by  the  renowned 
Yusef  (the  Arabic  for  Joe)  Badra ;  several  had  pub- 
lished accounts  of  their  journey,  but  nobody  saw  in 
him  any  thing  worth  writing  about.     Browne  saAv 
him,  caught  the  salient  features  of  the  man.  height- 
ened them  a  little  here  and  there,  and  made  him  im- 
mortal.    So  Geir  Zoega  had  guided  travelers  by 
scores  to  the  Icelandic  Geysers,  and  doubtless  seem- 
ed to  tliem  a  good,  stolid,  matter-of-fact  fellow ;  but 
under  Browne's  genial  influence  the  inner  man 
peeped  out,  one  of  the  linest,  quaintest  fellows  im- 
aginable.    In  nothing  is  Browne  more  happy  than 
in  hitting  off  the  traveling  John  Bull,  whether  with 
the  infallible  jMurray  in  his  hand  he  studies  art  in 
Italian  galleries,  or,  equipped  with  patent  rod,  silver- 
mounted  reel,  and  flies  warranted  to  kill,  he  patiently 
whips  the  Norwegian  streams  for  impossible  trout ; 
or  provided  with  the  thousand  and  one  absolute 
necessities  of  a  gentleman,  he  undertakes  to  "rough 
it"  in  the  wilds  of  California.    Leech  does  not  more 
cleverly  hit  off  the   Englishman    at   home   than 
Browne  does  the  Briton  abroad,  with  pen  and  pen- 
cil, for  he  is  as  clever  with  one  as  the  other.    There 
is  nothing  ill-humored  in  Mr.  Browne's  humor.    He 
likes  the  Avorld,  and  every  body  in  it ;  and  so  eveiy 
body  likes  him.     He  can  not  travel  a  day  in  the 
strangest  countr}'  without  making  friends.     AVitli 
just  Italian  enough  to  grope  his  way  through  the 
lingua-franca  of  the  Oriental  shores  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, with  just  German  enough  to  enable  him  to 
guess  at  an  occasional  word  of  Norwegian,  he  man- 
ages to  find  out  more  about  the  people  of  these  ex- 
treme regions  than  most  travelers  Avho  have  spent 
half  a  life-time  among  them.     It  is  realh'  a  matter 
of  congratulation  that  the  miscellaneous  writings  of 
this  keen  observer  and  genial  humorist  arc  to  be 


collected  in  a  series  of  volumes,  of  wljich  this  is  the 
first. 

Azarian,  by  Harriet  E.  Prescott.  No  other 
of  the  rising  writers  of  our  day  manifests  so  marked 
an  individuality  of  style  as  Miss  Prescott.  Its  most 
obvious  characteristic  is  its  affluence  of  diction. 
This  consists  not  merely  in  an  apparently  inex- 
haustible wealth  of  woids,  which  the  dullest  writer 
may  attain  by  diligent  study  of  the  dictionary,  but 
quite  as  much  in  the  rare  artistic  skill  with  Avhich 
she  uses  them.  Her  style,  as  truly  as  that  of 
Thackeray,  though  in  a  quite  different  Avay,  is  of 
itself  a  delight.  In  mere  description  she  has  no 
living  rival.  Beyond  tlie  writings  of  the  Bronte 
sisters,  and  hardly  within  them,  we  know  of  no- 
thing in  their  way  equal  to  the  tide  and  storm 
scenes  in  "Yet's  Christmas  Box,"  the  lonely,  livid 
marshes  in  the  "Tale  of  the  Trefethness,"  and  the 
miasmatic  Southern  lagoons  in  "Madeleine  Schaff- 
er."  No  person,  we  think,  ever  ])ainted  in  words 
such  pictures  of  jewels,  embossed  cups,  and  chased 
rings ;  of  flowers,  fi'uits,  and  wines.  The  words 
sparkle  and  gloAv  like  diamonds  and  rubies,  like 
roses,  nectarines,  and  golden  wine.  She  has  shown 
equal  power  over  certain  phases  of  character,  por- 
traying them  Avith  the  intuitive  poAver  of  genius; 
and  even  Avhcn  she  fails,  the  very  failure  is  of  a 
kind  that  demonstrates  her  ability  to  have  succeed- 
ed. It  is  true  that  she  often  Avastes  her  Avonder- 
ful  word-embroidery  upon  a  Avorthless  fabric.  The 
plots  of  many  of  her  stories  are  tri\'ial,  and  those 
of  some  repulsive.  Of  these  Ave  trust  that  the  last 
has  been  Avritten ;  that  Miss  Prescott  has*  passed 
the  "  Storm  and  Stress"  period  of  her  literarj'  ca- 
reer. We  accept  "  Azarian"  as  an  augury  of  this. 
It  is  a  Avork  of  art  in  a  far  higher  sense  than  any 
thing  she  has  before  produced.  If  the  colors  are 
less  brilliant,  it  is  not  only  because  the  subject  de- 
manded a  more  subdued  tone,  but  because  they  are 
more  harmonioush^  blended.  It  is  a  study  of  life 
and  character,  Avithout  startling  cA'ents  or  improba- 
ble situations,  but  far  enough  removed  from  the 
beaten  paths  of  life  to  relieve  it  from  tameness  and 
insipidit}'.  She  styles  the  book  "an  Episode," 
which  Ave  conceiA-e  to  be  nearly  equivalent  to  a 
"Fragment,"  or  a  "Study."  Indeed,  Ave  must 
consider  all  that  Miss  Prescott  has  yet  Avritten  as 
trials  and  studies.  It  rests  Avith  herself  to  say 
Avhether  she  shall  produce  a  great  "Avork."  (Pub- 
lished by  Ticknor  and  Fields.) 

Tavo  additions  have  been  made  to  the  admirable 
"  School  and  Family  Series"  edited  by  Marcius 
WiLLSOx  and  published  by  Harper  and  Brothers, 
for  Avhich  the  younger  portions  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration have  cause  to  be  grateful.  The  Primarif 
Speller,  Avitli  its  hundreds  of  graphic  illustrations 
of  familiar  objects,  renders  easy  tiiat  terrible  first 
step  to  recorded  knoAvledge  by  Avhicli  the  four- 
year-old  child  learns  the  mysterious  connection  be- 
tAvecn  tlie  tlu'ce  unmeaning  characters,  c-a-t,  and 
the  Avhiskered  mouser  purring  before  the  Wre.  That 
one  step  taken,  the  barrier  to  all  the  Avisdom  con- 
tained in  books  is  broken  down.  —  The  Larger 
Speller  is  a  cheerful  guide  to  children  of  a  larger 
groAvth  tln'ough  the  mazes  of  our  most  irregular 
system  of  orthography.  No  one  can  fairly  appre- 
ciate the  Avorth  of  these  two  little  books,  and  the 
amount  of  tliought  bestOAvcd  upon  their  prepara- 
tion, unless  he  Avill  take  the  trouble  to  compare 
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them  with  the  books  which  undertook  to  perform  a 
simihir  work  in  his  childhood. 

Captain  Brandy  by  "  Harry  Gringo."  Viewed 
simply  as  a  dashinj^  sea-stor}%  this  novel,  by  Cap- 
tain IIknry  a.  Wise,  now  the  chief  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  of  the  United  States  Navy,  is 
among  the  very  best  of  the  class,  which  includes 
the  best  Avorks  of  Cooper  and  Marrj'att,  of  the  au- 
tlior  of  "Tom  Cringle's  Log"  and  "The  Green 
Hand."  'J'he  author  knows  the  sea  in  every  clime, 
and  the  ships  that  sail  upon  it,  and  the  sailors  who 
man  them.  He  is  familiar  with  every  aspect  of 
ocean  and  sky  in  storm  or  calm.  Besides  the  merit 
of  Captain  Brand  as  a  picture  of  nautical  life,  the 
story  of  the  novel  is  of  the  most  high-wrought, 
tragic  interest.  The  reader  who  demands  excite- 
ment in  a  novel  can  not  fail  to  be  abundantly  grat- 
ilied  by  this.     (Published  by  Harper  and  Brothers.) 

Tke  Blennerhassdt  Papers,  edited  by  AViij.iam 
II.  Safford.  The  biographers  of  Ilarman  Blenner- 
hassett,  foremost  among  whom  is  the  editor  of  this 
volume,  were  aware  that  this  unfortunate  man  left 
behind  liim  many  pa])ers  of  considerable  value.  But 
thev  wei'c  in  the  hands  of  the  surviving  members  of 
his  family,  who  would  not  allow  free  use  to  l)C  made 
of  them.  These  scruples  were  at  last  overcome,  and 
the  papers  passed  into  the  hands  of  jNIr.  Saftbrd. 
The  story  of  the  beautiful  home  in  the  Calypso's 
Island  in  the  Oliio,  Avas  well  known.  No  one  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  cliaracter  of  poor  Blenner- 
liassett  supposed  that  any  thing  that  he  could  say 
would  throw  new  light  upon  thr  political  movement 
in  which  he  was  lor  a  few  months  so  strangely  in- 
volved in  connection  with  Aaron  Burr,  the  second 
and  least  detestable  of  the  three  arch-traitors  in 
American  history.  The  writer  of  this  notice  perused 
these  papers  months  before  ]\Ir.  Saftbrd  was  able  to 
obtain  them.  There  were  a  few  letters  from  Burr, 
but,  as  might  have  been  foretold,  he  would  Avrite 
nothing  of  importance  to  any  man,  certainly  not  to 
one  like  Blennerhassctt.  Some  portions  of  the  ])a- 
pers,  however,  give  new  information  as  to  the  latter 
days  of  poor  Blennerhassctt,  and  of  his  unfortunate 
family.  There  is  in  all  biography  hardly  any  thing 
more  mournful  tlian  the  story,  set  forth  in  his  OAvn 
letters,  of  the  man  returning,  at  threescore,  penni- 
less and  broken-hearted,  to  the  country  Avhich  he 
had  left  in  the  prime  of  manhood  rich  and  hopeful. 
How  he  begged  this  old  friend  to  get  him  some  post, 
at  home  or  abroad,  b}"^  Avhich  he  and  his  children — 
more  helpless  than  himself — might  live.  Could  not 
that  get  him  a  judicial  appointment  in  Canada  ?  or 
another  an  assistant-barristership  in  Ireland,  or  the 
agency  of  an  estate?  Would  not  another  like  a 
companion  Avhose  habits  were  those  of  a  literary 
man,  and  wlio  was  a  proficient  in  music,  though  he 
could  accommodate  himself  to  any  mode  of  life? 
Could  not  another  gain  for  him  a  place  under  the 
government  of  the  South  American  republic  of 
Colombia?  Or  still  anotlier  a  public  situation  in 
Portugal,  legal  or  diplomatic ;  or,  if  worst  came  to 
worst,  in  the  Church  ? — for  he  Avas,  as  he  asserted 
in  strict  confidence,  xin  hoii  Cafliolique.  Or  perhaps 
another  could  get  him  two  or  three  pupils  to  Avhom 
he  AYOuld  impart  all  tlie  knoAvledge  necessary  to  fit 
them  for  any  profession  in  life :  would  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year  from  each  be  too  much  for  him  to 
expect? — if  so,  he  Avould  take  less.  And  then  the 
letters  from  his  poor  Avife,  Avho  had  come  to  America 
Avitli  him  a  quarter  of  a  century  before,  rich,  beau- 
tiful, and  accomplished,  Avitli  a  future  apparently  as 
bright  as  that  of  any  Avoman  on  the  continent. 


HoAv  she  had  to  tell  of  one  son,  their  eldest,  Avhom, 
in  the  heyday  of  the  great  Burr  scheme,  hardly  a 
dozen  years  before,  she  expected  to  See  the  heir 
of  a  dukedom,  in  the  golden  empire  of  Aaron  I., 
noAV  a  poor  imbecile  drunkard,  selling  for  rum  the 
clothes  Avitli  Avhich  cliarity  Imd  supplied  him,  and 
at  last  Avandering  oft'  to  New  Orleans  and  disappear- 
ing from  human  sight.  And  then  of  the  second 
son — good,  kind,  docile,  apparently  intelligent,  Avell 
educated,  but  somelioAv  incapable  of  earning  his 
bi-ead.  These  are  some  of  the  ncAV  points  in  the 
story  of  Blennerhassctt  brought  out  in  these  "Pa- 
pers." If  Mr.  Safford  had  contented  himself  Avitli 
Avriting  a  neAv  Life  of  Blennerhassctt,  by  the  aid  of 
these  papers,  instead  of  almost  hiding  them  imder  a 
mass  of  cumbrous  history  of  the  "  Wilkinson  and 
Burr  Revolution,"  and  an  "account  of  tlie  Spanish 
Association  of  Kentucky,"  he  Avould  haA'c  made  a 
smaller,  and  avc  think  a  much  better  book.  Still, 
if  he  has  not  made  the  best  possible  use  of  his  mate- 
rials, he  has  made  a  good  use  of  them,  and  his  work 
is  a  A'aluablc  actpusition  to  the  domain  of  American 
History.  (Published  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  and  Bald- 
Avin.) 

Among  the  recent  additions  to  "Harper's Library 
of  Select  NoA'els"  are  the  folloAving :  Lindes'farn 
Chase,  by  T.  Adoumius  Trollope,  in  Avhich  the 
author  has  put  himself  fairly  into  competition  Avith 
his  more  celela-ated  brother,  the  author  of  "  Orley 
Farm,"  as  a  delineator  of  life  and  maimers  in  a  quiet 
cathedral  tOAvn  and  among  the  surrounding  gentry. 
The  single  character  of  jMarguerite,  the  English 
girl  Avho  has  been  lien  clevee  by  a  French  kinsAvo- 
man,  and  of  her  mari,  Mr.  Frederick  Falconer,  the 
calculating  young  banker,  are  as  carefully  studied 
and  skillfully  developed  as  any  personages  in  Bal- 
zac.  Not  Dead  Vet,  by  J.  Corda'  Jeaffreson,  is 

a  very  successful  story  of  the  Wilkie  Collins  school, 
in  Avhich  the  main  interest  lies  in  the  plot,  and  the 
reader  is  kept  in  a  state  of  perpetual  suspense  as  to 
hoAV  CA'ery  thing  Avill  come  out.  The  story  is  ex- 
ceedingly Avell  managed. }faurice  Derinfj,  by  the 

author  of  "  Guy  Livingston,"  is  characterized  in  no 
small  degree  by  that  intense  "  muscular  un-Chris- 
tianity"  by  Avhich  that  famous  story  startled  novel 
readers  some  ten  years  ago.  While  this  novel  falls 
somcAvhat  beloAv  "Guy  Livingston,"  it  certainly 
rises  above  any  of  the  Avorks  of  the  author  Avliich 
immediately  succeeded  it. 

The  Cruise,  of  the  Alabama,  by  Raphael  Semmes. 
Although  tliis  Avork  is  not  ostensil)ly  prepared  by 
Captain  Semmes,  it  is  almost  Avholly  made  up  from 
his  joui'nals,  an  anonymous  editor  merely  supplying 
.  a  fcAv  pages  of  biographical  laudation.  To  all  real 
intents  it  is  an  autobiography.  When  the  rebell- 
ion broke  out  Raphael  Semmes,  a  natiA'e  of  Mars'- 
land,  for  thirty-five  years  an  officer  in  the  naA'y  of 
the  United  States,  in  Avhich  he  had  risen  to  the 
rank  of  Commander,  and  was  moreoA^er  a  member 
of  the  Light-house  Board,  offered  his  services  to  the 
Confederacy.  The  offer,  Avritten  from  Washington, 
Avas  accepted,  and  he  Avas  ordered  to  repair  to  Mont- 
gomery. Having  telegraphed  that  he  Avould  come 
at  once,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  United 
States  NaA'y.  The  message  summoning  him  to 
Montgomery  and  his  reply  passed  unquestioned 
over  the  telegraphic  line  to  and  from  AVashington. 
From  Montgomery  he  Avas  sent  North  to  purchase 
arms  and  munitions.  Thence  he  Avas  recalled  to 
take  command  of  a  steamer,  to  be  knoAvn  as  the 
Sumter,  fitting  out  at  Ncav  Orleans.  He  left  his 
Avife  and  young  daughters  in  Washington,  and  AAhile 
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he  was  burning  American  vessels  they  were  safe 
and  unmolested  in  the  United  States,  where,  for 
autjht  wc  know,  tliey  still  are. 

The  Sumter  escaped  the  blockade  at  the  close  of 
•Tulv,  ISC)!,  and  boiran  hor  work  of  destruction  in 
the  Gulf  and  on  the  coast  of  South  America.  She 
then  shot  across  the  Atlantic,  and  finally  put  into 
the  port  of  (.Jibraltar,  Avhcre,  being  closely  block- 
aded l)v  the  Tuscarora  and  Kearsarge^  she  was  dis- 
mantled and  sold.  Iler  cruise  lasted  six  months, 
during  Avhich  she  captured  18  American  vessels. 
Semmos  then  went  to  England  to  take  command 
of  a  new  vessel  which  was  building  for  the  Confed- 
erates by  the  notorious  John  Laird,  a  member  of 
the  British  Parliament.  This  Tcssel,  escaping  by 
fraud  from  tlie  British  port,  steamed  for  the  Portu- 
guese island  of  Fayal,  Avhere  she  was  joined  by  an- 
other British  steamer,  with  her  guns  and  munitions. 
She  was  there  equipped  as  a  man-of-war,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  neutrality.  Her  crew  consisted 
of  the  sweepings  of  tli€f  Liverpool  grog-shops,  who 
liad  been  shipped  imder  false  pretenses,  in  the  ex- 
l)ectation  that  they  would  enlist  when  fairly  at  sea. 

The  vessel,  which  was  now  formalh'  christened 
the  Alabama^  commenced  her  cruise  early  in  Sep- 
temljer,  18G2.  By  the  close  of  October  she  had  de- 
stroyed 21  vessels  in  the  Noi'tli  Atlantic,  running 
within  200  miles  of  New  York.  She  then  cruised 
among  the^Vest  India  islands  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring waters,  capturing  in  December  the  steam- 
ship Ai'iel,  with  TOO  passengers,  among  whom  were 
120  American  marines ;  and  in  January  sinking  the 
United  States  war-steamer  Hatteras.  This  was  the 
only  action  in  which  the  A  lahama  was  ever  engaged 
until  the  final  one  in  June,  1864,  when  she  was  sunk. 
After  that  she  cruised  in  the  Middle  and  South  At- 
lantic ;  then  shot  over  to  the  African  coast,  stop- 
ping at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  thence  passing 
to  the  Indian  seas ;  whence  she  sailed  again  for 
Europe  in  March,  1864,  arriving  at  Cherbourg  on 
the  11th  of  June.  On  the  19th  of  that  month  she 
was  sunk  by  the  Kearsavge.  The  details  of  that 
action,  and  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  Semmes  and 
the  captain  of  the  English  j^acht  Deerliound^  are 
too  recent  to  need  description.  Semmes  always 
sailed  under  false  colors,  sometimes  making  use  of 
British,  sometimes  French,  sometimes  American. 
Having  thus  lured  the  prize  within  reach,  it  was 
seized,  the  crew  taken  prisoners,  put  in  irons,  if  the 
captors  saw  fit,  chronometers  and  valuables  re- 
moved, and  the  vessel  burned.  The  primary  object 
of  the  cruise  was  destruction.  The  career  of  the 
A  lahama  lasted  a  month  and  ten  days  less  than  three 
yeai-s.  During  this  time  she  captured  63  vessels,  of  • 
which  all  but  nine  were  burned.  Their  total  value, 
as  set  down  by  Semmes  himself,  was  nearly  four 
and  three  quarter  millions  of  dollars.  A  quarter  of 
a  million  would  probably  cover  all  the  value  of 
stores,  provisions,  and  valuables  actually  gained  by 
the  captors ;  all  the  rest  was  wantonly  desti-oyed. 
But  this  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  actual  damage 
inflicted  upon  us  by  this  vessel.  American  com- 
merce was  almost  swept  from  the  open  sea.  In  a 
single  year  4o0,000  tons  of  American  shipping  passed 
from  our  flag  to  that  of  our  commercial  rival. 

The  career  of  Semmes,  as  naiTatcd  by  himself, 
combines  every  possible  element  of  the  basest  trea- 
son. He  is  a  traitor  to  the  nation  to  which  he  had 
sworn  allegiance,  and  1)y  whom  he  had  been  sup- 
ported for  iivc-and-thirty  years.     He  is  a  traitor  to 


the  State  to  which,  according  to  Confederate  theory, 
he  owes  primary  allegiance  ;  for  Maryland  has  nev- 
er even  sought  to  secede  from  the  Union.  He  has 
forsworn  his  military  oath,  the  most  sacred  obliga- 
tion known  among  men.  He  had  not  even  the  poor 
grace  to  resign  his  commission  in  the  navy  of  the 
Union  before  not  merely  commencing  but  actually 
consummating  his  treachery.  He  was,  and  still  is 
in  a  measure,  a  pet  among  a  certain  class  of  British 
gentlemen  and  traders,  but  the  better  portion  of 
the  British  press  were  forced  by  a  decent  self-re- 
spect to  denounce  him.  Thus  the  London  A  thenceum 
says :  "  Semmes  is  actually  in  arms  against  the 
land  of  his  own  birth,  and  stands  condemned  by  the 
existing  laws  of  his  own  State.  Lie  is  a  rebel  in  his 
own  city,  a  deserter  from  the  service,  a  traitor  to  his 
country."  We  are  glad  that  he  was  ill-advised 
enough  to  publish  his  biography ;  that  it  Avas  issued 
in  England,  and  has  been  republished  in  America. 
(Published  by  G.  II.  Carleton.) 

Political  History  of  the  Great  JRehcUion,  by  Ed- 
ward McPhersox.  The  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  has  in  this  volume  undertaken  and 
most  admirably  performed  a  task  which  entitles 
him  to  the  gratitude  of  every  student  of  the  history 
of  the  rebellion.  It  is  an  ample  summary  of  the 
legislation  of  the  United  States  upon  every  topic 
connected  with  the  war  during  the  last  four  years, 
the  votes  upon  each  question  being  given.  The 
subjects  are  so  arranged  and  indexed  that  they  can 
be  referred  to  Avilh  ease.  Hardly  a  question  can 
arise  in  which  this  single  volume  will  not  supersede 
the  necessity  of  consulting  the  ponderous  files  of 
the  Congressional  Globe.  The  political  history  of  the 
Confederate  States  is  also  given,  in  documentary 
form,  as  far  as  it  is  accessible.  No  one  who  has  not 
been  obliged  by  his  professional  duties  to  undertake 
for  himself  a  work  of  this  nature  can  appreciate  the 
labor  which  it  involves ;  and  no  one  who  has  not 
occasion  to  use  such  a  work  for  constant  reference 
can  appreciate  the  admirable  manner  in  which  this 
has  been  executed.     (D.  Appleton  and  Compaiw.) 

Next  to  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  really  good 
new  book  is  that  of  having  an  old  favorite  in  a  wor- 
thy shape.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that 
publishers  are  now  finding  it  for  their  interest  to 
put  forth  handsome  editions  of  standard  authors. 
By  "  handsome  editions"  we  do  not  mean  books  of 
luxury,  profuse  in  illustrations,  morocco-clad,  and 
gilt;  but  copies  from  good  legible  type,  tastefully 
arranged,  clearly  printed  upon  good  paper,  and 
neatly  bound;  books  for  reading,  not  for  display. 
Of  these  we  have  before  had  occasion  to  speak  of 
the  "Household  Edition"  of  Dickens,  now  issued 
by  Sheldon ;  of  Appleton's  fine  edition  of  Merki- 
vale's  Roman  Empire ;  and  of  many  others,  alike 
creditable  to  the  printers,  the  publishers,  and  the 
public.  To  the  list  we  may  add  the  fine  three-vol- 
ume edition  of  Gil  Bias,  published  by  Little  and 
Brown ;  and  a  neat  two-volume  edition  of  the  elder 
Disraeli's  Amenities  of  Literature,  by  Ilurd  and 
Houghton.  Equal  to  any  of  these,  and  to  the  fin- 
est editions  put  forth  by  Moxon  or  Pickering,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  proof-sheets,  will  be  found  the 
uniform  edition  of  the  works  of  Wieliam  INIake- 
I'EACE  Thackeray,  in  course  of  preparation  by 
Harper  and  Brothers,  embracing  all  of  those  great 
works,  the  production  of  his  literary  manhood,  by 
which  he  wished  to  be  remembered,  or  by  Avhich 
his  warmest  admirers  could  wish  to  remember  him. 
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THE  centennial  anniversary  of  a  college  is  an 
event  which  does  not  occur  every  year.  But 
there  is  no  day  more  interesting  to  its  children. 
The  annual  Commencement  is  full  of  tender  and 
pathetic  interest ;  but  ths  feast  whose  return  only 
our  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  can 
celebrate  is  a  very  inspiring  and  even  a  ver}'  sol- 
emn time.  Fortunately  it  is  usually  observed  by  a 
dinner,  which  relieves  the  solemnity  ;  for  at  a  col- 
lege dinner  there  will  inevitably  bo  sparkling  and 
amusing  reminiscences ;  jolly  songs ;  humorous 
verses;  anecdote,  wit,  eloquence,  as  well  as  the 
minor  music  of  memory. 

To  most  college-bred  men  the  annual  Commence- 
ment, if  it  be  held  in  a  small  city,  a  town,  or  vil- 
lage, is  probably  the  pleasantest  day  in  the  year. 
It  is  not  that  the}'-  were  really  so  very  happy  in 
college,  but  that  they  think  they  were.  It  is  not 
that  college  chums  were  the  ilower  of  men,  but 
they  meet  us  "  trailing  clouds  of  glory"  as  they 
come,  because  they  come  to  us  out  of  the  enchanted 
land,  out  of  the  sunny  realm  of  j'outh.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  is  a  very  prosaic  Jones  and  a  remarkabl}^ 
commonplace  Jenkins  that  wo  slap  on  the  back  in 
the  college  grounds  on  Commencement  morning. 
But  the  day,  the  place,  the  association,  act  like  an 
elixir.  The  Keverend  Mr.  Jones  laughs  witli  a 
cheerful  sense  of  refreshment,  and  the  torpid  Jen- 
kins revives  like  a  toad  long  buried  in  the  rock,  and 
suddenly  restored  to  sun  and  air. 

There  is  another  peculiar  interest ;  and  that  is, 
the  pleasure  kings  have  when  they  abdicate  and  sec 
their  successors  crowned.  We  go  to  Commence- 
ment and  behold  our  second  selves,  our  posterity  in 
the  first  degree,  filling  our  old  places.  They  sit  on 
the  same  hard  benches  whittled  to  pieces.  They 
inveigh  against  the  same  relentless  bell  that  rang 
us  to  early  prayers.  They  con  the  same  page  in 
clulpel  to  bo  ready  for  recitation.  They  play  the 
same  tricks  in  tlie  same  college  "entries"  and 
down  the  same  stairs.  The^^  paint  the  President's 
old  horse.  They  milk  his  cow.  They  muffle  the 
early  bell.  Yes;  and  at  last,  silken-gowned  and 
high-hearted,  they  march  after  tlie  music  in  the 
grave  procession.  They  behold  in  the  old  church 
the  shining  company  in  the  galleries  waving  fans 
and  murmuring  and  rustling.  They  ascend  the 
platform,  and  are  conscious  of  the  hush,  the  eager 
glances,  the  sound  of  their  OAvn  voices,  the  loud  ap- 
plause, the  bow,  the  descent,  the  triumphal  burst 
from  the  band. 

And  we,  fond  and  foolish  old  Easy  Chairs,  we 
sit  there,  bald  trustees  and  gray -haired  members 
of  the  corporation,  and  our  dim  eyes  see  not  only 
the  bright  youth  of  the  hour,  graceful,  ardent,  elo- 
quent ;  full  of  hope,  and  aspiration,  and  resolution ; 
but  we  see  ourselves  standing  there  in  the  glisten- 
ing gown,  ourselves  yet  them — the  morning  of  thir- 
ty years  ago,  yet  to-day — above  in  the  glittering 
galleries,  mothers  in  whom  our  hearts  repose,  yet 
smiling  daughters  for  whom  they  yearn  and  ache. 
It  is  all  a  mystery,  a  miracle.  The  music  dies 
away.  It  is  we  who  are  "  hos  juvenes,"  and  these 
parchment  rolls  so  fresh  and  fair  bear  our  names 
recorded.  Yet  surely  in  the  drawer  at  home  there 
is  the  stalicd  and  dusty  roll  which  attests  in  sound 
Latin  our  proficiency  in  letters  and  arts — long,  long 
before  these  handsome  3'ouths  were  born. 

It  is  a  kind  of  sentimental  pleasure  and  bewil- 


derment, but  it  is  none  the  less  real.  The  world 
stops  for  a  little  while,  and  perhaps  we  find  we 
have  grown  giddy  with  its  incessant  whirl,  and  d"o 
not  exactly  know  Avhether  we  stand  upon  our  heads 
or  our  heels.  Commencement  is  the  one  day  in 
the  year  when  it  is  permitted  to  the  most  prosaic 
to  feel  poetic,  and  to  the  most  steady-going  hack 
to  cui-vet  and  prance  like  a  newly-caught  colt. 
The  personal  feeling  to  the  college,  which  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  phrase  alma  mater,  is  the  key  to  the 
illusion  of  the  hour.  There  is  a  sense  of  coming 
home,  of  sitting  at  the  maternal  table  ;  and  all  the 
day  the  alma  mater  is  a  vast,  invisible,  but  still 
human  and  benignant  presence  in  the  air. 

This  was  especially  so  at  the  Centennial  Anni- 
versary of  Brown  University  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  which  Avas  celebrated  in  the  beginning  of 
September  of  this  year.  It  is  the  custom  of  most 
of  our  colleges  to  hold  their  Commencements  at 
midsummer,  when  the  heat  is  overpowering;  but 
old  Brown  has  always  given  to  her  great  festival 
the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  except  for  two 
or  three  j-ears,  when  the  venerable  lady  maundered, 
and  tried  to  change  the  unchangeable,  and  confer 
degrees  in  July.  But  the  weakness  passed,  and 
with  all  her  pristine  vigor  she  now  sits  serene  in  a 
Brown  old  age,  and  every  year  gives  birth  to  a  new 
family  upon  the  old  birthday. 

This  year  she  celebrated  her  Centennial  Thanks- 
giving. The  great  family  of  Brown  she  invited 
home  again.  "Come,"  she  said;  "to-day  I  know 
no  oldest,  no  youngest,  no  dearest.  I  have  no 
Reuben,  no  Joseph,  nor  Benjamin.  Coats  of  many 
colors  and  of  all  colors  I  welcome.  The  black  coat 
I  reverently  salute.  Tlie  blue  coat,  grim  with  bat- 
tle-smoke, or  stained  with  loyal  blood,  I  gratefulh' 
bless.  Let  all  my  children  come  and  sit  together 
at  the  maternal  feast." 

They  came  from  far  and  wide.  There  could  not 
have  been  less  than  eight  or  nine  hundred  of  them  ; 
and  after  a  hard  storm  the  air  was  fresh  and  the  sun 
shone  brightly.  The  gathering  point  of  tlie  clans 
Avas  on  the  college  green  in  front  of  the  Library,  or 
Manning  Ilall.  The  grave,  erect  form  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  orator  of  the  day.  in  his  academic  robes, 
was  the  only  figure  especially  marked  by  costume, 
until  a  look  of  eager  admiration  announced  the 
presence  of  another  uniform ;  and  one  of  the  bravest 
and  most  skillful  of  our  soldiers,  and  one  of  the 
noblest  and  most  purely  patriotic  of  men,  took  his 
place  in  the  procession,  when  General  Burnside 
joined  it,  the  stars  of  his  rank  sliining  upon  his 
shoulders,  and  the  gold  medal  of  the  glorious  Ninth 
Corps,  heroes  of  North  Carolina  and  of  East  Tennes- 
see, upon  his  breast.  Near  him  in  the  line  were 
Bancroft  the  historian.  Professor  Goldwin  Smith 
of  Oxford,  Ex-Secretary  Chase,  Senators  Anthony 
and  Foster,  with  Ex-Governor  Clifi'ord  of  Massa- 
chusetts, President  of  the  da}',  and  various  vener- 
able and  distinguished  men.  It  was  the  goodliest 
procession  that  the  college  green  ever  saw ;  and 
following  the  music,  it  descended  the  steep  street 
that  plunges  from  the  top  of  the  college  hill  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  city  to  the  market-place  by  the 
river. 

Passing  to  the  church,  the  first  Baptist  church, 
erected,  according  to  the  vote,  "to  worship  God 
and  hold  Commencements  in,"  and  one  of  the  finest, 
plain,  old-fashioned,  white  wooden  churches  in  New 


810 


HARPER'S  NEW  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


England,  the  procession  opened,  and,  in  the  words 
of  a  witty  alumnus  of  '48,  "  began  to  swallow  its 
tail."  The  dignitaries  at  the  end  filed  tlirougli  and 
entered  the  church.  It  was  soon  crowded,  and  the 
organ  took  up  tlie  wondrous  tale  from  tlie  band. 
Then  came  a  prayer  by  a  graduate  of  fifty-one  years 
ago.  Then  a  line  ode,  most  nobly  sung  by  a  glee 
ciub,  and  the  oration.  It  was  naturally  purely  his- 
torical, yet  not  without  a  certain  warmth  in  some 
passages  indicating  the  touching  of  contested  points. 
For  there  is  a  contest  even  about  the  true  history 
of  the  origin  of  Brown.  But  the  dignified  orator 
carried  it  triumphantly  his  own  Avay  in  his  discourse, 
and  at  its  close  earnestly  besought  the  friends  of 
the  alma  mater  not  to  forget  how  graciously  she  re- 
ceived and  appreciated  their  benefactions. 

Upon  the  church  green  the  procession  fonned 
again,  and  marched  up  the  hill  to  the  Library — an 
admirable  colkction  of  thirty  thousand  volumes, 
with  little  rubbish  among  them,  and,  as  Dr.  Wa}"-- 
land  says,  "one  of  the  best  working  libraries  in  the 
countr}'."  There  was  a  spacious  tent,  pit'ched  upon 
the  green  in  the  rear  of  the  Library,  and  to  that  the 
company  repaired  and  found  a  banquet  spread. 
Every  thing  Avas  neat,  and  plentiful,  and  cheerful. 
Eight  hundred  people  sat  down,  and  as  the  eya 
looked  up  and  down  the  tables,  it  was  impossible 
not  to  remember  that  a  hundred  years  ago  Brown 
University  was  a  school  in  the  little  town  of  War- 
ren upon  Xarragansett  Bay,  with  one  teacher  called 
a  President,  and  three  scholars.  But  here,  this  day, 
she  sat  upon  her  sunny  hill,  surrounded  by  hundreds 
of  her  children,  looking  down  the  Bay  to  her  cradle, 
which  was  visible,  glistening  faint  and  far  in  the 
afternoon  light,  and  her  sons  had  all  been  looking 
with  his  clear  eyes  wdio  had  told  her  stoiy,  through 
the  backward  vista  of  a  century,  to  her  dim  begin- 
nings there.  The  vast  family  sat  happily  togeth- 
er, to  part  on  the  morrow  with  a  more  cordial  s}'m- 
patby  for  each  other  and  renewed  affection  for 
her. 

It  was  a  pleasant  scene  even  to  the  dullest  eye 
and  mind.  For  these  college  festivals  are  in  our 
day,  and  to  us,  what  the  evening  hour  of  repose  and 
story-tflling  was  to  the  weary  Greek  and  the  wan- 
dering Arab.  "Also  in  all  truly  fine  verses,"  say 
the  Bedoueen,  as  they  listen  under  the  stars  in  the 
desert  to  the  romance  of  Antar  and  the  heroes — "in 
all  truly  fine  verses  there  should  be  palm-trees  and 
fresh  springs."  Was  not  this  festival  such  a  i^oem 
in  the  midst  of  our  resounding  war?  Was  not  the 
history  the  children  had  heard  of  their  mother  lilve 
the  image  of  a  benignant  palm  bearing  innumerable 
dates  ?  Was  not  every  sincere  and  eloquent  word 
spoken  at  the  feast  a  fresh  spring  of  tlie  pleasantest 
exhilaration  ? 

Tlie  President  of  tlie  day  opened  the  discourse 
that  followed  the  dinner  in  the  most  genial,  kindh^, 
and  graceful  manner.  The  predecessor  of  President 
Sears,  Dr.  Wayland,  responded  to  the  toast  in  his 
honor  with  all  his  old  fire  and  force.  No  man's 
presence  conveys  an  impression  of  more  power  than 
Dr.  AVayland's ;  and  this  day  it  was  wonderfully 
softened  by  feeling.  As  the  Doctor  sat  down  a 
choir  of  trained  manly  voices  sang  "Auld  lang 
S3me."  Goldwin  Smith,  one  of  our  most  faithful 
and  able  friends  in  England,  spoke  literally  like  a 
scholar  and  a  gentleman.  His  face  was  grave  and 
scholarly ;  his  voice  had  the  long,  swinging  cadence 
of  the  best  English  speech  ;  he  stood  leaning  a  lit- 
tle forward,  without  gesture ;  and  every  word  was 
simple,  clear,  and  direct.    When  lie  began  by  saying 


that  he  had  never  spoken  but  at  one  public  meeting  in 
his  life,  and  that  at  the  Free  Trade  Ilall  in  Manches- 
ter, to  protest  against  the  outrages  of  the  Alabama, 
the  jubilant  thunders  of  the  applause  showed  how 
fully  his  brave  position  was  recognized.  There  was 
nothing  finer  than  the  earnest  tone  of  his  speech. 
This,  too,  marked  Burnside's,  who,  on  rising,  was 
received  with  the  shouts  of  the  whole  multitude 
and  the  roll  of  drums.  His  words  were  hearty  and 
inspiring.  "  The  soldiers  will  return  dissatisfied  if 
peace  is  made  without  removing  the  cause  of  quar- 
reling." And  again:  "There  can  be  no  cessation 
of  hostilities  until  every  citizen  acknowledges  the 
authorit}'  of  the  Government."  The  plain,  manly 
directness  of  all  he  said,  enforced  by  his  noble  per- 
son and  the  remembrance  of  the  great  services  he 
has  done  the  countiy — none  greater  than  his  silent 
endurance  of  unmerited  obloqu}^ — may  well  be  con- 
templated with  admiration  at  the  Second  Centennial 
of  Brown. 

As  he  spoke  for  the  children  who  were  giving 
their  lives  to  the  countr}',  it  was  not  possible  to  for- 
get those  who  had  already  given  them.  No  one 
called  the  sad  but  sacred  roll,  yet  it  was  wi'itten  on 
all  hearts.  Yet  not  for  those  dead  children  did  the 
alma  mater  lay  aside  her  festive  garland.  She  re- 
membered Xenophon  sacrificing  at  the  altar  with 
the  wreath  upon  his  head.  When  he  was  told  that 
his  son  was  killed  in  battle,  he  lifted  the  crown 
and  laid  it  down.  But  when  it  was  added  that  his 
son  fell  bravely  fighting,  he  raised  it  again  to  his 
head  and  completed  the  sacrifice.  No  names  upon 
the  heroic  roll  were  called  except  one  in  a  poem  by 
Major  liny.  And  certainly,  remembering  the  ben- 
efactor whose  name  the  University  so  gratefully 
bears ;  recalling  the  quaint  and  dignified  figure  of 
the  old  merchant,  which  is  still  to  so  many  return- 
ing children  of  the  college  a  visionar}'  presence  in 
the  streets,  suggesting  to  their  imaginations  the 
stately  gentlemen  of  the  days  of  Washington ;  re- 
membering this,  it  was  fit  that  the  name  of  one  of 
the  dead  young  heroes  should  be  mentioned,  the 
grandnephew  of  Nicholas  Brown,  from  whom  the 
college  takes  its  name,  Robert  Hale  Ives,  Jun,,  who 
fell  at  Antietam.  Yet,  as  the  company  sat  and 
listened  to  the  verses,  and,  when  his  name  was 
mentioned,  remembered  the  blooming  youth,  it  was 
not  the  mother  college,  it  was  the  mother  country 
they  heard  repeating  it,  with  that  of  all  his  brave 
brothers  from  the  college  and  the  shop,  from  the 
field  and  the  office,  who  have  fallen  for  us  all,  say- 
ing of  each  one,  with  the  ancient  parent,  "  I  would 
not  exchange  my  dead  son  for  any  living  one  in 
Christendom. " 

The  sun  was  setting  while  yet  the  pleasant 
company  lingered.  Of  all  Commencement  festi- 
vals save  that  on  which  they  graduated,  this  was 
to  be  the  most  memorable  to  each  one  of  them. 
The  band  had  already  gone.  The  undergraduates 
were  moving  away  in  groups.  The  ladies  avIio  had 
pressed  in  now  stood  aloof.  It  was  clear  that  the 
last  word  had  been  spoken,  and  nothing  remained 
but  to  go.  So  the  kind  President  rose,  and  the 
Centennial  celebration  of  Brown  University  was 
over.  One  old  Easy  Chair,  at  least,  rolled  pensive- 
ly away,  lost  in  a  flood  of  tender  memories. 

"  Ah !  sure  if  mine  had  been  tlie  painter's  hand 

To  express  what  then  I  saw,  and  add  ^le  gleam, 
The  light  that  never  was,  on  sea  or  land, 
The  consecration  and  the  poet's  dream. 
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raid  in  King  and  Queen  County,  Virginia.  As  the 
raid  Avas  intended  as  a  punishment  for  the  brutal 
murder  of  the  gallant  young  Dahlgren,  the  men 
Averc  allowed  much  more  liberty  than  is  common 
even  on  such  occasions,  and  great  was  the  havoc 
inflicted  upon  the  natives  in  the  way  of  private  ex- 
cursions among  the  hen-houses,  and  many  were  the 
remarks  created  among  the  "smokes."  One  intcr- 
prising  fellow  brought  in,  with  his  supply  of  poult- 
ry, an  exceedingly  lean  and  thin  hen.  This  fact 
being  oliscrved  by  one  of  his  comrades,  gave  rise  to 
the  following  remark : 

"  Golly  !  I  tho't  Tse  berry  good  for'ger,  hut  neb- 
bcr  seen  a  man  afore  could  cotch  de  shadder  of  a 
hen!" 


While  at  Fort  Powhatan,  at  work  one  day  in 
upsetting  an  old  chimney,  whicii  seemed  inclined 
to  fall  toward  the  west  rather  than  in  the  desired 
direction,  the  same  fellow,  after  scratching  his  head 
the  proper  length  of  time,  fmally  broke  out  with, 

"Golly!  dat's  rebel  chimney ! —fall  back  to- 
ward Richmond !" 

Axi>  again,  the  other  evening,  as  we  were  mov- 
ing into  the  trenches,  the  "  rebs"  took  occasion  to 
toss  us  a  few  shells,  whereupon  one  of  my  men  says, 
"Dose  Johnnies  always  trows  derc  shell  when  we's 
comin'  up  dis  hill."  And  another  instantly  rejoins 
with,  "  you\^  a  no  account  fellar!  t/ou  can't  tell 
when  dcy's  comin'.  Why,  boy,  dose  shells  is  like 
dc  (iiuvkers,  dey  comes  when  de  spirit  moves  'em !" 


An  agent  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion at  New  Orleans  writes : 

Feeling  myself  a  debtor  to  the  Drawer,  not  only 
for  the  feasts  of  fat  things  which  I  have  myself  en- 
joyed, but  also  for  the  hundreds  of  sick  and  Mound- 
ed soldier  boys  whose  eyes  have  been  made  to  glis- 
ten with  pleasure  as  I  have  handej  them  the  famil- 
iar magazine,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a 
little  anecdote  which  stnick  me  as  rather  rich. 

The  ideas  of  the  negroes  and  "  poor  whites"  of 
the  slaveholding  States  in  reference  to  the  marriage 
relation  are  exceedingly  vague.  Any  man  who  can 
read  is  considered  competent  to  perform  the  mar- 
riage ceremony.  Negroes  who  have  been  married 
legally  under  the  old  dispensation  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  have  the  rite  repeated  "under  the  flag," 
and  chaplains  are  frequently  called  upon  to  marry 
parties  who  have  been  peaceably  united  in  lawful 
wedlock  for  a  score  of  years.  But  this  is  only  pre- 
liminary. 

General  John  M'Xeil,  who  believes  in  hard  fight- 
ing and  no  f\;vors  to  rebels,  was  once  visited  in  his 
camp  in  Southern  Missouri  by  a  raw-boned,  tallow- 
foced  specimen  of  womankind,  dressed  in  the  invit- 
ing style  peculiar  to  "Southern  females  of  the  lower 
class.  Politely  inquiring  in  what  way  he  could 
serve  her,  the  following  colloquy  ensued  : 

"  I  want  my  husband." 

"Well,  how  can  I  heJp  you  to  your  husband.'" 

"Why,  he's  one  of  you  'uns." 

"What  is  his  name  ?" 

"'Pears  like  I  disremember  his  name;  but  any 
how  I  was  married  to  him  last  Sunday  artcrnoon. 
He  went  off  Monday,  and  I  hain't  seen  him  since." 

* '  Ah !  who  married  you  ?" 

"Why,  your  chaplain." 

"  Oh !  then  you  are  all  right.  The  chaplain  will 
know  whom  he  married.  Orderly,  take  this  wo- 
man to  the  chaplain." 


Off  went  the  bereaved  fair  one,  but  soc5*n  i;i^turne(p^ 
in  mingled  sorrow  and  anger.  '■  .    ->       /> 

"  That  isn't  any  chaplain,"  said  she.  '/y 

"  Orderlv,  vou  took  her  to  the  chaplain  ?"  ^^ 

"Yes,  Sir.'' 

"No,  Sir-ee,  that  wasn't  a  chaplain;  he  didn't 
have  on  a  uniform." 

"  All  right,  my  good  woman  ;  chaplains  don't  al- 
ways wear  uniforms." 

"Anyways,  that  wasn't  the  chap  that  married 
us;  that  chaplain  had  two  yellow  stripes  on  his 
arm." 

The  General  gave  her  permission  to  search  the 
camp ;  but  the  delincjuent  husband  and  the  two- 
striped  chaplain  were  not  identified. 


'^ 


The  humors  of  picket  duty  are  quite  refreshing. 
A  correspondent  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Virginia, 
wrote  last  summer  as  follows : 

Since  the  picket  firing  on  our  front  has  ceased 
our  pickets  have  become  quite  familiar  Avith  those 
of  the  enemy,  and  a  conversation  or  an  exchange 
of  papers  is  eagerly  sought  for  by  both  parties.  A 
few  nights  since  one  of  our  corporals  was  visiting 
his  vidette  posts,  and  getting  outside  of  our  line  and 
a  little  too  close  to  the  rebs  one  of  their  pickets 
called  out, 

"  Are  you  the  corporal  of  these  posts  ?" 

"  Yes,"  answered  the  corporal. 

"AVell,  I  want  you  to  put  a  veteran  on  that  vi- 
dette post ;  that  recruit  has  been  asleep  for  the  last 
hour/' 

"All  right;  I'll  attend  to  him,"  said  the  corpo- 
ral, and  seeing  the  sleei)ing  grayback  almost  at  his 
feet  he  turned  and  quietly  moved  back  to  his  own 
side  of  the  house. 


Ox  our  left,  where  our  lines  are  close  to  tlie  rebs, 
two  videttos  from  opposite  sides  were  moved  out  to- 
ward the  same  tree.  After  remaining  for  some  time 
near  the  tree  unknown  to  each  other  our  vidette 
discovered  that  he  had  lost  his  cap-box,  and  com- 
menced calling  for  the  corporal.  After  calling  sev- 
eral times  without  effect  the  reb  vidette  called  out, 
"  I  say,  Yank,  what's  the  matter  on  your  side  of 
the  tree?"  The  "Yank"  immediately  replied  that 
he  wanted  to  go  for  some  water.  "  Well,  go  ahead," 
answered  "Johnny ;"  "  Fll  watch  both  sides  till  you 
come  back." 


DuraxG  the  raid  into  Maryland  last  summer,  on 
the  train  captured  at  ^lagnolia  Station  were  a  great 
many  boxes  for  rebel  prisoners.  The  contents  of 
said  boxes  were  speedily  eaten  by  the  followers  of 
Gilmore,  with  evident  relish,  until  a  negro,  who  was 
attending  his  raiding  master  on  the  expedition, 
came  to  get  his  share.  Sambo's  eyes  watered  as 
he  glanced  from  one  luxury  to  another  in  search  of 
something  to  please  his  refined  taste,  until  he  had 
taken  a  complete  survey  of  the  eatables,  when, 
with  contempt  displayed  on  every  lineament  of  his 
ebony  face,  he  exclaimed,  "Oh,  pshaw  !  they  ain't 
got  no  sardines." 

While  I  was  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  having  a  cu- 
riosity to  see  how  the  colored  people  conduct  their 
religious  meetings,  I  dropped  into  the  church  of 
Thomas  Henson,  D.D.,  one  evening.  I  was  early, 
and  found  onh'^the  minister  and  an  old  negro  pres- 
ent. The  "Doctor"  never  neglected  an  opportu- 
nity to  impart  gospel  truths  to  his  followers.  List- 
ening attentively  I  caught  the  words  of  Paul  issuing 
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from  the  lips  of  the  instructor,  "and  you  Avill  heap 
coals  of  lire  on  his  head,"  and  the  reply  of  tlic  sable 
descendant  of  the  ancient  Cushites,  "Golly,  Doctor, 
wouldn't  like  to  have  em  try't  on  dis  chile  !" 

The  appearance  of  Ilurpcr^s  Magazine  at  our 
house  is  an  event  of  great  importance  -with  my  chil- 
dren. The  illustrations  in  it  are  the  chief  cause  of 
this.  A\'hen  the  February  number  came  to  hand 
the  pictures  illustrating  ''Simon  Kenton"  set  them 
all  half  wild  -with  excitement.  They  were  partic- 
ularly taken  Avith  the  illustration  of  Kenton  running 
nt  full  speed  with  Boone  on  his  back,  and  the  In- 
dians in  full  chase  after  him.  The  evening  was 
spent  in  reading  the  article  and  looking  at  the  en- 
gravings. The  next  morning  one  of  my  little  boys 
sprang  out  of  bed  at  an  early  hour  and  liastened  to 
get  the  Magazine,  and  turning  to  the  page  alluded 
to,  with  a  smile  of  delight,  exclaimed  to  the  rest  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  "  The  Indians  didnH  catch 
Kenton  yet .'" 

A  WAG  in  the  "West  says  the  following  is  true : 

"Worthy  C is  one  of  the  best  representatives 

of  Young  America  that  can  be  found  in  the  fast  city 
of  Chicago.  Standing  on  the  steps  of  the  Tremont 
a  few  evenings  ago  chatting  with  half  a  dozen  of 
the  "boys,"  their  attention  was  attracted  toward 
two  young  and  evidently  respectable  ladies  enjo}'- 
ing  an  evening  promenade.  "Bet  drinks,"  says 
"Worthy,  "  that  I  make  those  ladies  follow  and  keep 
pace  with  me,  whether  I  walk  fast  or  slow,  for  the 
next  ten  minutes."     The  bet  was  taken  by  Charley 

II ,  and  he  was  invited  by  "Worthy  to  come  along 

and  see  that  all  was  fiiirh'  done.  By  this  time  the 
givls  were  passing.  "Worthy  linked  arms  with  Char- 
ley, and,  appai'ently  not  seeing  the  ladies,  stepped  in 
the  same  direction  and  directh'  in  front  of  them,  and 
just  near  enough  to  let  them  hear  his  harangue. 
"  The  wedding  "svas  to  be  at  nine  o'clock.  The  Pres- 
ident, the  Cabinet,  all  the  foreign  Ministers,  and  the 
e'lte  of  the  city  were  expected  to  be  present;  and 

Bishop. ,  Avithhalf  a  dozen  assisting  clergymen, 

was  to  ofhciate."  By  this  time  the  girls  had  over- 
heard sutriticnt  to  enlist  their  earnest  attention,  and, 
almost  unconsciously,  w^re  closely  following  the 
gentlemen.  "Worthy  proceeded  with  a  minute  and 
eloquent  description  of  the  (imaginary')  wedding. 
Tlie  bride,  bridemaids,  and  the  ladies  present,  with 
their  dresses,  jewelry,  etc.,  etc.,  were  elaborateh' 
portrayed ;  and  for  nearly  fifteen  minutes  did  the 
girls  follow  in  close  and  attentive  pursuit,  without 
regarding  either  the  distance  or  the  direction  of  their 
promenade.  "Worthy,  however,  had  gradually  turn- 
ed corners  and  crossed  streets  until  the  Tremont  was 
again  attained,  when  the  gentlemen  joined  their 
confederates ;  and  the  ladies  passed  on,  in  Idissful 
ignorance  of  the  cruel  "sell"  by  which  they  had 
been  so  unmercifully  victimized. 


A  lAiii  correspondent  down  East  sends  the  fol- 
lowing : 

AVhen  tlio  temperance  movement  had  banished 
the  well-filled  decanters  from  our  side-board  we, 
condoled  ourselves  with  root-beer,  Avhich  an  old  cook 
who  had  been  long  in  the  family  made  to  perfection. 
Tlie  bottles  were  usually  kopt  in  a  large  closet  in 
one  of  our  sleeping  apartments.  One  night  a  stran- 
ger arrived  and  was  shown  to  this  room.  Just 
toward  morning,  when  we  were  all  enjoying  our 
soundest  slumbers,  we  were  aroused  by  a  cr^'^  of 
"Thieves!  nmrder!  help!  help!"     My  mother,  al- 


ways courageous,  wa^  the  first  to  open  her  door, 
wlien,  to  her  astonishment,  she  beheld  our  stranger 
guest  rushing  up  and  down  the  hall  in  the  most  ele- 
gant deshahille.  In  answer  to  her  inquiries  she  was 
pointed  to  the  closet  door,  where  she  was  informed 
the,  thieves  were  concealed,  and  where  they  had 
been  firing  off  their  pistols.  It  proved  to  be  some 
half  dozen  bottles  of  beer  which  had  exploded,  and 
so  terrified  the  occupant  of  the  chamber. 

Judge  Love,  the  humorous  editor  of  the  Wire 
Grass  Reporter^  attempted  to  investigate  the  cause, 
nature,  and  effect  of  the  cattle  disease,  which  was 
making  fearful  ravages  among  the  deer  and  cows. 
Ho  relates  his  experience  as  follows  : 

A  faithful  old  servant  gave  information  that  a 
fine  cow  belonging  to  us  was  affected,  and  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  it  w^as  murrain,  and  not  the  black 
tongue,  although  her  mouth  seemed  to  be  a  little 
sore.  He  asked  us  to  go  dowai  and  examine  the 
beast,  which  we  accordingly  proceeded  to  do.  "We 
went  into  the  pen,  and  passed  along  by  the  side  of 
the  cow%  giving  a  casual  scrutiny  as  we  passed,  in- 
tending to  make  a  stand  in  front  of  her  for  a  few 
moments.  Just  as  w'e  got  before  her  she  threw  up 
her  head,  looked  wildly  at  us  for  a  few  seconds,  and 
then,  with  a  snort,  a  lowered  head,  and  elevated  tail, 
made  at  us.  "We  'bout-faced  instanth'',  and  march- 
ed through  the  pen  at  the  rate  of  about  a  mile  a 
minute,  and  cleared  an  eight-rail  fence  without  lay- 
ing hands  thereon.  AVe  then  looked  back,  and  the 
cow  was  standing  where  we  left  the  earth  and  com- 
mitted ourself  to  the  air,  looking  more  astonished 
than  angry.  The  old  servant  was  at  the  other  side 
of  the  pen,  with  one  hand  on  the  fence  and  the  oth- 
er on  his  bowels,  bent  almost  to  the  ground  in  a  fit 
of  laughter.  Straightening  himself  up  and  gather- 
ing breath,  he  exclaimed : 

"My  Lord,  master,  you  ain't  gettin'  old  yit!" 
and  he  bowed  himself  again  in  cachinatory  parox- 
ysm. Not  seeing  any  thing  particularly  funny  in 
the  transaction  ourself,  and  feeling  indisposed  to 
pursue  our  investigations  in  regard  to  the  cattle 
epidemic,  we  left  the  place.  If  it  should  be  our 
misfortune  to  lose  any  more  of  our  stock  we  would 
as  soon  lose  that  cow  as  any  other. 


The  Di'awcr  gets  this  from  California : 
Two  gentlemen  (?)  were  debating  the  respective 
virtues  of  whisky  straight  and  claret  clear,  Farmer 

G claiming  that  the  former  was  the  thing  for  a 

campaign  in  the  wilderness,  w'hile  Lawyer  B- 


claimed  that  the  latter  contained  both  nutriment 
and  "liquiment."  Finally  they  came  to  words, 
and  at  last  bowie-knives  were  brought  in  sight. 
Soon  they  were  advancing,  each  declaring  that  he 
would  annihilate  the  other.  At  this  stage  of  th.e 
proceedings  "friends"  interfered,  and  some  little 
difiiculty  w\as  found  to  hold  them,  especially  the 
farmer,  as  he  was  much  stronger  than  the  lawyer. 

Farmer  G was  about  to  free  himself  from  their 

hold,  Arhen  the  lawyer  shouted,  "Hold  us,  boys! 
hold  us !    Two  of  you  hold  him  ;  one  can  hold  me !" 

Near  Atlanta  is  stationed  the  ofiicer  who  writes 
to  the  Drawer : 

A  "  gentleman  of  color,"  whom  we  had  hired  for 
"rough  work,"  was  moving  a  cask  marked  in  large 
characters,  ^^  Shoiddcrs,"'  when  he  was  asked  by  one 
of  his  colored  brethren  Avhat  it  was.  Straightening 
himself  up,  and  looking  as  wise  as  an  owl,  he  ex- 
claimed, "Jim,  if  I  can  read,  dat  am  Ilamsl^^ 
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2. — Undku-Slekve. 

THK  Pat-ktot,  Fig- 
ure 1,  is  of  cloth, 
cut  so  as  to  be  adjust- 
ed to  the  figure.  The 
sleeves  are  easy.  The 
ornament  is  a  novel 
one,  being  formed  of 
shells  of  silk  and  beads. 
— Figure  2  is  a  very 
pretty  Under  -  sleeve. 
— Figure  3  represents 
a   Corsage   a  Basque; 

ffi'et  Louis  XIIL ;  the  waistcoat  is  open  from  the 
third  button  so  as  to  show  the  frill. — Figure  4  is  a 
Bolero  vest  of  battiste,  embroidered  insertion  altern- 
ating with  narrow  tucks ;  the  revers  is  embroidered ; 
the  sleeves  are  half-large ;  there  is  also  an  embroid- 
ered joc/je^  and  parement ;  the  waistcoat  is  of  silk, 
simply  trimmed  with  a  little  tuyante. — Figure  5, 
Corselet  and  epaulets  of  silk;  high  flat  body  and 
tight  sleeves  of  embroidered  muslin. — Figure  6, 
Breakfast  collar. — The  pas^dm^nterie  of  the  paletot. 
Figure  1,  is  styled  the  Adelaide. 


Figure  3. — Corsage  a  Basque. 


Figure  4.— Bolero  Vest. 


FiGUKES  5,  6. — Corselet  and  Collar. 
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